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Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas 
from all of us at RG BANK!

The cutline of a photo for a 
front-page story on Saturday, 
Dec. 9, should have read:

Pictured left to right, 
Conejos County Sheriff ’s 
Office Undersheriff Blake 
Crowther, Sgt. Servando 
Moreno and Conejos County 
Sheriff Garth Crowther at 
presentation where Moreno 
was honored with a Lifesaving 
Award for hiking miles in 
a snowstorm to rescue a 
hunter suffering from altitude 
sickness and hypothermia. 
The Courier apologizes for 
the error.

Winter 
Coat Drive 
underway

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
Housing Authority is having a 
winter coat drive. If you have 
a new or almost new coat 
you can donate, contact the 
authority at 719-589-6694.

Ski and gear 
swap Dec. 20
CRESTONE — The Crestone 

Charter School is having a ski 
and gear swap from 3 to 4:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 20. 
The school is located at 330 
East Lime Ave. in Crestone.

For information, call 719-
256-1907.

San Luis 
Parade of 

Lights Dec. 16
SAN LUIS — American 

Legion Post No. 142 in San 
Luis will have a Parade of 
Lights on Dec. 16 thanks to the 
support and assistance from 
the Sangre de Cristo Ranch 
owners group. 

Staging starts at 4:30 p.m. 
The parade starts at 6 p.m. 
After about a mile parade 
route, it ends at the American 
Legion Post No. 142, where 
there will be warm drinks 
and snacks.

To be part of the parade, 
contact Post Commander 
Wade Eppler at wadeeppler@
yahoo.com.

CORRECTION

Second phase of law 
kicks in Jan. 1, 2024

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA — The second phase of 
the “Management of Plastic Products” 
law passed in Colorado in 2021 kicks in 
on Jan. 1, 2024, with a statewide ban on 
single-use plastic bags and polystyrene 
containers often used for takeout food 
in restaurants. 

Starting Jan. 1, 2024, major stores 
and restaurants in Colorado can no 
longer provide customers with single-
use plastic bags. The ban does not ap-
ply to the inventory of single-use bags 
stores and restaurants already have in 

stock from 2023, but even those will be 
banned after June 1, 2024. 

Instead of single-use bags, stores and 
restaurants can provide customers with 
recycled paper bags but at a cost of 10 
cents each at the point of sale. 

Also, effective Jan. 1, 2024, restau-
rants can no longer provide custom-
ers with polystyrene containers, most 
commonly used for take-out food. The 
same rule applies — those polystyrene 
container restaurants have in inven-
tory can be used, but even those will be 
prohibited after June 1, 2024. Restau-
rants can use non-polystyrene contain-
ers instead.

According to the law, 60 percent of 
the bag fee collected will go to local ju-

Say good-bye to plastic bags and 
polystyrene containers for take-out

Monte Vista 
theater 

operator made 
it possible

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — 

Veteran and Pearl Har-
bor survivor George 
Blake took part in a 
Pearl Harbor Memorial 
ceremony on Dec. 7 via 
Zoom thanks to the effort 
of local businessman Bob 
Richards.

Richards allowed 
Blake, 102, the use of 
the Vali 3 Theatre to at-
tend the ceremony in Ha-

waii virtually on the big 
screen. Movie theater op-
erator, Richards, opened 
it up to the public so peo-
ple could show their sup-
port for Blake, who lives 
at the Colorado Veterans 
Community Living Cen-
ter at Homelake.

For many years Blake 
has traveled to Hawaii to 
attend a ceremony that 
the Pearl Harbor Memo-
rial Foundation holds 
every year on Dec. 7, but 
was not able to make it 
this year.

At least 75 people attend-
ed the ceremony for Blake 
and sat in the theater with 

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Veteran and Pearl Harbor survivor George Blake stands along with Pam Self, who is 
the director of the Colorado Veterans Community Living Center at Homelake, during 
the playing of the National Anthem at Vali 3 Theater on Dec. 7 in Monte Vista.

Local Pearl Harbor survivor Blake 
attends ceremony virtually

Courier photo by John Waters

Starting Jan. 1, 2024, major stores and restaurants in Colo-
rado can no longer provide customers with single-use plas-
tic bags. The ban does not apply to the inventory of single-
use bags stores and restaurants already have in stock from 
2023, but even those will be banned after June 1, 2024.

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

A Mule deer buck has been seen in recent days in the vi-
cinity of Adams State University with its antlers tangled 
in Christmas lights. Colorado Parks and Wildlife officials 
don’t plan to intervene unless the animal can’t function 
as normal because that could further stress the animal, 
and ungulates drop their antlers in the spring.

‘Hey Rudolph, don’t fly 
and text at the same time’

Mule buck 
seen tangled 

with lights

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — An 

almost annual scene 
repeated itself here in 
the past several days as 
a Mule deer buck was 
found with a wound-up 
collection of Christmas 
lights entangled in what 
remains of its antlers.

When deer enter their 
“rut” or breeding sea-
son, bucks are known 
to thrash around in 
bushes and other things 
in an attempt to ward 
off competing males 
and to impress the “la-
dies”, according to Colo-
rado Parks and Wild-
life (CPW). The buck 
in question appears to 
have had his antlers cut 
off at some point earlier 
this year.

CPW District Wildlife 
Manager Tyler Cerny 
said residents are en-
couraged to contact the 
CPW office in Monte Vis-

ta when wildlife appears 
to have been entangled 
in something and need 
help. He said officers 
will not engage an ani-
mal if they don’t show 
signs of stress or cannot 
function normally.

According to a re-
port from CPW, over 
the years, the agency 
has seen deer, elk and 
moose tangled with a 
variety of items, includ-
ing tricycles, tires, gar-

Courier photo by John Waters

The Alamosa Combustion Turbine, which consists of two 
gas/oil-powered units and is owned by Xcel Energy, will be 
replaced by new more efficient turbines if a plan submitted 
to the Colorado Public Utilities Commission is approved. 

Xcel to replace 
aging Alamosa plant

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
ALAMOSA — Xcel En-

ergy will replace the two 
aging natural gas and oil 
turbines in Alamosa as 
part of a Colorado Clean 
Energy plan it has sub-
mitted to the Colorado 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion.

The Alamosa 1 turbine 
was built in 1973 and 
can produce 13 MW of 

electricity, and the Ala-
mosa 2 unit, completed 
in 1977, produces 14 MW 
of electricity. Both gas/oil 
units are scheduled to re-
tire in 2026. In the plan, 
Xcel deemed that con-
tinuing to have a plant in 
the San Luis Valley is an 
“essential,” component of 
electricity reliability, and 
after an analysis deter-
mined the two turbines 
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School Menu
Tuesday

December 12, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Spaghetti/Meat Sauce

Steamed Broccoli/Breadstick
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Pancake On A Stick

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Spaghetti/Meat Sauce

Steamed Broccoli/Breadstick
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Spaghetti/Meat Sauce

Steamed Broccoli/Breadstick
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Longtime Alamosa resi-
dent James Jesse Griego, 
97, passed away Dec. 
8, 2023, at the San Luis 
Valley Regional Hospital 
in Alamosa, Colo.

James was born on the 
21st of March, 
1926 in Salt 
Lake City, 
Utah. He mar-
ried the love of 
his life Mary 
Lucero in 1975 
in Taos, N.M. 
They enjoyed 
48 wonderful 
years together.

James was 
in the military 
for 24 years, 
serving in the 
Air Force, and 
Army. He was 
awarded the 
Air Force Longevity Ser-
vice Award, the Air Force 
Good Conduct Medal, The 
National Defense Medal, 
the WWII Victory Medal 
and the Army of Occupa-

tion Medal to name a few. 
James enjoyed going 

fishing and camping. He 
loved going to the BX 
stores on the Military 
bases. James loved to 
spend time with his fam-
ily and especially enjoyed 
his grandchildren and 
great-granddaughters.

James is survived by 
his wife Mary Griego of 
Alamosa, his daughter 
Amy (Darryl) Leon of Ala-
mosa, his granddaughter 
Amanda (Ryan) Lindner 
of Sparta Wisconsin, his 

grandson Darryl (Maria) 
Leon of New Jersey, his 
great-granddaughters 
Maddilyn and Isabella; 
and his siblings Tony 
Griego of New Mexico 
and Carmen Lee of Ala-
mosa., as well as numer-
ous other relatives.

James was preceded in 
death by his parents, and 
his son Jimmy Griego in 
2014.

Cremation has been 
chosen. A Recitation 
of the Rosary will be 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 
2023, at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. A funeral mass 
will follow at 10 a.m. also 
at the Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes 
and words of comfort for 
James’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

James Jesse Griego

Well-known and long-
time Alamosa resident 
Becky Jean Owsley, 77, 
died Dec. 7, 2023, at Ev-
ergreen Nursing Home in 
Alamosa.

Becky’s life began in 
Denver, Colo., where her 
family lived for a year be-
fore moving to Alamosa. 
She was born on Oct. 29, 
1946, to Theodore (Ted) 
M. Curtis and Kathryn 
(Kay) C. (Michael) Curtis. 

She married the love of 
her life, Chuck Owsley in 
Denver, Colo., on Feb. 2, 
1964. They have enjoyed 
over 59 years together. 
In her early years, Becky 
was a varsity cheerleader 
in high school. She also 
volunteered as a story-
teller at the public library 
and loved reading stories 
to all the children.

Becky was a Den Moth-
er for both Cub Scouts 
and Brownies. She en-
joyed playing cards and 
belonged to various 

bridge clubs. Some of her 
favorite memories and 
greatest joy were spend-
ing time with her family 
playing games at the din-
ing room table.

Becky owned and oper-
ated the family business 
Dairy Queen in Alamosa 
for a time, then worked 
with her husband and son 
David at Curtis Brothers 
for more than 15 years. 
She also was a longtime 
camp counselor with 
Mary Henessey’s Camp, 
which she did with her 
daughter and son.

Becky is a member of 
PEO Chapter DP, Order 
of the Eastern Star in 
Alamosa, and was an ac-
tive supporter of athletics 
at Adams State Universi-
ty.  She and her husband 
Chuck received the Griz-
zly Club Member of the 
Year in 2014.

Becky and Chuck trav-
eled extensively through-
out Europe, Mexico, Cen-
tral America, and the 
Caribbean Islands. She 
enjoyed geocaching all 
throughout the United 
States.

Becky was loved by 
many and was one of 
the sweetest people most 
would ever meet.

She is survived by her 
husband Charles Frank-
lin Owsley of Alamosa; 
her children C. Jeff Ow-
sley of Alamosa, David 
(Tonya) Owsley of Ala-
mosa, and Kathy (Jer-

emy) Soden of Rocky 
Ford, Colo., her grand-
children Charles (Kerry) 
Owsley, Laura Owsley, 
John (Matt) Owsley, 
Bowen (Liz) Soden, and 
Sawyer Soden; his great-
grandchildren Warren, 
and Clementine Soden; 
her grand dog Duke; her 
sister Marjory (Chuck) 
Asay of Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; as well as numer-
ous extended family and 
friends.

Becky was preceded in 
death by her parents, an 
infant brother Michael 
Curtis, and her daughter-
in-law Halcyon “Hallie” 
Owsley.

Cremation was chosen 
and all are invited to a 
visitation to greet fam-
ily Wednesday, Dec. 13, 
2023, from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Rogers Family Mortuary 
in Alamosa. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held 11 
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 14, 
2023, at the First United 
Methodist Church in Ala-
mosa. Contributions in 
her memory are suggest-
ed to the Adams State 
Foundation and may be 
made here: www.adams.
edu/foundation/online-
donation/

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes 
and words of comfort for 
Becky’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Becky Jean Owsley

La Jara resident Benito 
“Tony” Quintana Sr., 85, 
passed away at San Luis 
Valley Health Conejos 
County Hospital on Dec. 
7, 2023.

Tony was born in Capu-
lin. Colo., to Elias and 
Juanita (Martinez) Quin-
tana on the 12th of June, 
1938. He worked most of 
his life as a Self-Employed 
Farmer, and he enjoyed 
farming very much. Tony 
was very talented with 
his hands and was very 
artistic. He enjoyed mak-
ing little log cabins. He 
was a talented painter, 
very artistic, and enjoyed 

arts and crafts. He loved 
his little dog Festy.

Tony is survived by 
his son Benito “Tony” A. 
Quintana Jr., his daugh-
ters Sally, Teri, Tina, 
Alicia, Amanda, Sandra 
and Laura; his brother 
Raymond; his dog Festy; 
and his best friend Sylvia 
Montaño.

Tony was preceded in 
death by both his parents 
Elias and Juanita Quin-
tana, his siblings Charlie, 
Helen, and Cecelia.

Cremation has been 
chosen. 

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-

rangements, to leave on-
line condolences, thoughts 
and remembrances for 
Tony’s family please visit 
www.RogersFunerals.
com.

Benito ‘Tony’ Quintana Sr.

Ruth Higel Wagner en-
tered her eternal home in 
heaven on Dec. 7, 2023, af-
ter living a long and fulfill-
ing life.

Ruth was born on Dec. 8, 
1926, in Alamosa, Colo., to 
Herman and Elsie Higel. 
Ruth was the second old-
est of nine children. Her 
siblings and spouses are: 
Patty (Neal+), Harold+ 
(Jackie+), Richard+ (Mary 
Lee), Shirley (Joe), Helen 
(Harold+), Gerry+ (Dar-
rel+), Margaret (John), and 
Tom (Sandy).

Friends and family were 
the backbone of her life.  
Ruth cherished her time at 
Mt. Pleasant Schoolhouse. 
She often shared stories of 
her school days and stayed 
in touch with Ms. Sax-
on, her teacher, and her 
classmates. Ruth gradu-
ated from Alamosa High 
in 1944.  She took classes 
while working at Adams 
State, then worked for 
American National Bank 
and the law firm of Moses, 
DeSouchet and Whit My-
ers.

In 1956, Ruth moved to 
Denver and married Dave 
Wagner+ in 1957. Ruth 
and Dave had six children: 
David (Ruth), Gwen (Ben), 

Diana, Mary (Mike), Julia+ 
(Jon) and Nancy. They set-
tled in Broomfield where 
Ruth lived for the past 
51 years. Ruth worked at 
United Bank of Broomfield 
and then downtown with 
United Banks of Colorado.

Ruth prioritized spend-
ing time with her family 
her entire life, cherishing 
memories and time spent 
with her brothers and 
sisters along with Dave’s 
brothers, their spouses, 
her parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces and nephews.  Her 
legacy lives on through the 
Wagner and Higel clans, 
her children, grandchil-
dren (16), great-grandchil-
dren (22), and great-great-
grandchild.

Ruth was an amazing 
person loved by many; she 
was a wonderful wife, sis-

ter, mom, grandmother, 
friend and an outstanding 
role model.  She definitely 
taught her children per-
severance and the value 
of love, family, and friend-
ship.

Ruth loved the moun-
tains and spent time in Vail 
every summer. Donations 
in memory of Ruth may 
be made to the Betty Ford 
Alpine Gardens, where she 
enjoyed the beautiful gar-
dens and attended summer 
performances nearby.

Ruth’s family and friends 
are invited to celebrate her 
life in a Mass of Christian 
Burial at Nativity of Our 
Lord on Wednesday, Dec. 
13 at 11 a.m. with a Ro-
sary at 10:30 a.m. To see a 
livestream of the Mass go 
to: www.nool.us. Interment 
will be at Fort Logan Na-
tional Cemetery on Dec. 14.

Ruth will be dearly 
missed by all her fam-
ily, extended family and 
friends. Please view the full 
obituary at Darrell Howe 
(www.darrellhowemortu-
ary.com).

Ruth always enjoyed re-
ceiving clippings from the 
Courier, we hope you will 
clip this one and share it 
with a friend!

Ruth Higel Wagner

STAFF REPORT
WASHINGTON — U.S. 

Senators John Hicken-
looper and Michael Bennet 
recently joined Senators 
Martin Heinrich and Ben 
Ray Luján in urging the 
Biden Administration to 
address extreme drought 
in the Rio Grande Basin.

In their letter, the sena-
tors encourage the Depart-
ment of the Interior (DOI) 
to collaborate with local 
governments, tribes and 
pueblos, traditional use 
communities, farmers, and 
ranchers within the Basin 
to develop a robust funding 

plan that takes advantage 
of readily available Infla-
tion Reduction Act and 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law funding for water 
conservation and drought 
mitigation.

“Amidst aridification 
and ongoing drought, com-
munities throughout the 
Rio Grande Basin are 
grappling with decreasing 
quantities and predictabili-
ty of water supplies,” wrote 
the senators. “Despite a 
relatively wet water year, 
the Rio Grande still needs 
substantial investment in 
long-term drought adapta-

tion.”
Colorado’s San Juan 

Mountains are the head-
waters of the Rio Grande, 
which flows through the 
San Luis Valley and on to 
New Mexico and the border 
between Texas and Mexico. 
The region has faced pro-
longed drought for more 
than two decades.

The senators’ letter high-
lights how state and local 
leaders have worked to 
identify water conservation 
projects and calls for ample 
and coordinated federal in-
vestment to support these 
locally-led efforts.

Hickenlooper, Bennet advocate for federal 
resources to address drought in Rio Grande Basin

Biennial event set 
for Dec. 13-14 in 

Loveland

By LARRY BROWN
CSU Extension

FORT COLLINS – The 
Colorado State University 
Department of Animal Sci-
ences is hosting the 28th 
Range Beef Cow Sympo-
sium, Dec. 13-14, at The 
Ranch in Loveland. The 
biennial symposium, spon-
sored by the Cooperative 
Extension Service and Ani-
mal Science Departments 
of Colorado State Univer-
sity, South Dakota State 
University, University of 
Nebraska and University 
of Wyoming, offers an ex-
clusive program of practical 
production management 
information specific to the 
region’s cattle producers.

This year’s program will 
highlight a variety of in-
dustry speakers deliver-
ing valuable, cutting-edge 
information on beef cattle 
management strategies 
ranging from consumer 
drivers of sustainability 
to feeder calf marketing. 
Additionally, sessions will 
incorporate up-to-date in-
formation and data from 
nationally and interna-
tionally known speakers, 

including several producer 
panels focusing on hot topic 
issues and opportunities in 
the beef cattle industry. 

An always-popular fea-
ture of the Range Beef Cow 
Symposium is the evening 
“Bull Pen” sessions. Speak-
ers will be present for 
questions and discussion 
of their topics, offering at-
tendees an opportunity to 
acquire more in-depth and 
applied knowledge from 
presentations earlier in the 
program.

The symposium also 
boasts a top-notch trade 
show showcasing a vari-
ety of commercial displays 
from more than 50 allied 
industry vendors. Individu-
als and businesses interest-
ed in participating in the 
trade show are encouraged 
to register online at https://
blueprintmedia.regfox.
com/range-beef-cow-sym-
posium-xxviii-trade-show.

A pre-symposium Beef 
Quality Assurance train-
ing will also be provided on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12.

Cattle producers across 
the Great Plains are en-
couraged to join the Colora-
do State University Depart-
ment of Animal Sciences in 
Loveland to take advan-
tage of the educational and 
profit-building seminars 

at this year’s Range Beef 
Cow Symposium. Online 
registration is available 
at https://blueprintmedia.
regfox.com/range-beef-cow-
symposium-xxviii. 

For a full schedule of 
events, speakers and ad-
ditional information, visit 
www.rangebeefcowsympo-
sium.com or contact Ryan D. 
Rhoades at 970-217-0239 or 
ryan.rhoades@colostate.edu. 

Range Beef Cow Symposium brings 
educational opportunities to Colorado
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risdiction for composting 
or recycling and related 
administrative costs. The 
remaining 40 percent is 
kept by the businesses.

However, there are 
some exceptions to the 
law, including smaller 
stores with three or fewer 
locations, farmers and 
roadside markets, laun-
dry or dry-cleaning ser-
vices, pharmacies, bulk 
stores and for use with 
frozen food, meat, sea-
food, plants and other 
items that could other-
wise be contaminated.

Aside from those ex-
ceptions, the following 
businesses are subject to 
the law, including res-
taurants, major grocery 
stores and supermarkets, 
major convenience stores, 
major liquor stores, major 
retailers and other major 
stores providing plastic 
shopping bags.

For the purpose of this 
law, “major” is defined as 
a business with three or 
more locations.

HB21-1162 “Manage-
ment of Plastic Products” 
does not allow munici-

palities to opt out of the 
bill but does empower lo-
cal governments to enact 
stricter laws, if so desired. 

When asked if the City 
of Alamosa planned to 
make local laws more 
stringent, Alamosa City 
Manager Heather San-
chez told the Valley Cou-
rier, “When the state 
passed the law, city coun-
cil discussed it and decid-
ed that it was not going to 
impose anything further 
than what the state was 
imposing. Since council 
fully discussed the issues 
at the end of 2022 and 
first part of 2023, nothing 
has changed to warrant 
further discussion.”

Sanchez then ref-
erenced an ordinance 
passed by the city council 
and signed by Mayor Ty 
Coleman on Jan. 4, 2023, 
that “considers it in the 
best interests of the citi-
zens of Alamosa to have a 
local enforcement mecha-
nism in place to ensure 
that large retailers in 
Alamosa are complying 
with the requirements of 
HB 21- 1162,” which in-
cluded adding a section 
to the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Alamosa us-
ing language that largely 

echoes the state law. 
“The act also authorizes 

a local government to en-
force against a violation 
of the act and expressly 
authorizes a county to im-
pose a civil penalty against 
a store or retail food estab-
lishment of up to $500 for 
a second violation or up to 
$1,000 for a third or sub-
sequent violation; except 
that a local government 
cannot enforce a viola-
tion committed by a retail 
food establishment located 
within a school.”

Sanchez further said 
that the city was going to 
handle enforcement on a 
complaint basis, similar to 
other nuisance ordinances. 
The city’s “primary role 
is to provide community 
education and inform 
stores and restaurants 
how to pay the bag fees” 
they have collected. That 
process will, by law, begin 
April 1, 2024, and continue 
quarterly thereafter.

When asked if she ex-
pected the new rule to 
cause any difficulties, 
Kris Staaf, Safeway Di-
rector of Public Affairs 
for Denver and surround-
ing areas, told the Valley 
Courier, “There’s the ‘sold 
through’ provision in the 

law that allows us to con-
tinue to use the plastic 
bags we have in inven-
tory with a fee charged of 
10 cents each. 

“Once the inventory is 
depleted or it’s June 1 — 
whichever is first — we 
will only have recycled 
paper bags available for 
a fee of 10 cents. But we 
also have a wide range 
of reusable bags that we 
have on sale at our stores 
and those sell for any-
where from 99 cents to 
$1.99. We also have box 
totes where people can 
carry a large amount of 
food that are on sale for a 
slightly higher price.” 

HB21-1162 was passed 
after years of consider-
ation in the state legisla-
ture. The purpose of the 
bill is to reduce the wide-
spread use of plastic bags 
and plastic foam food con-
tainers that are harmful 
to the environment, dif-
ficult or impossible to re-
cycle, non-biodegradable 
and often end up in land-
fills where they will con-
tinue to remain forever, 
either intact or broken 
down by weather and de-
graded into microplastics 
that pollute the land, wa-
ter and air.

him.  The foundation could 
see Blake and everyone 
sitting with him. The foun-
dation spoke about Blake 
and mentioned what an 
honor it was to still have 
him. There was a salute 
given on the big screen 
from Hawaii.

The entire theater 
clapped and cheered 
when they heard the 
mention of Blake.

“Also, a special welcome 
to Mr. George Blake, who 
is watching virtually with 
many of his friends and 
fellow Veterans, from 
the Veterans Community 
Living Center. Mr. Blake 
served with the 41st Post 
Artillery Regimen. The 
last known living post ar-
tillery soldier who served 
at the Hawaii post artil-
lery command here at 
Fort Kamehameha, dur-
ing the attack on Pearl 
Harbor,” the emcee of the 
ceremony said.

There were various 
speakers throughout 
the ceremony in Hawaii. 
Some of the speakers 
spoke specifically about 
certain fallen soldiers 
who lost their lives at 
Pearl Harbor. Blake was 
mentioned many times as 
a survivor.

John Hanson, son of Pri-
vate Henry Hanson, was 
one of the guest speakers. 
He spoke about his father 
and about Blake.

“It really is a humbling 
privilege to be here with 
the venerable George 
Blake once again, who 
was also here defending 
the nation that fateful 
day (Dec. 7, 1941), and 
who has remained dedi-
cated to remembering 
for 82 years, remember-
ing those who fought and 
died here especially. You 
may not agree but you are 
a hero sir. Thank you for 
your service and for pro-
foundly inspiring all of 
us,” Hanson said.  

Years ago, on a trip 
back to Hawaii Blake 
wrote a poem entitled 
“Why you not me.” In it, 
Blake asks why so many 
other people died at Pearl 
Harbor, yet his life was 
spared. The poem was 
also read in Hawaii.

At the end of the cer-
emony, Blake was helped 
to the front of the theater 
for a question-and-an-
swer period and a special 
presentation. 

Richards was touched 
by the poem and worked 
with James Pacheco of 
the Polished Edge to de-

sign a small version of it 
on a piece of granite that 
was presented to Blake. 

Richards asked Blake to 
explain why he wrote the 
poem. Blake said he was 
at Pearl Harbor visiting 
like he often did, and that 
there was a room with 
names of everyone who 
had died at Pearl Har-
bor. He explained that he 
couldn’t sleep that night 
thinking about how many 
people had died.

“I got to thinking about 
it and they were just kids, 
the average age of the 
ones that died were 17-19 
years old. I thought about 
it, and I thought if the 
Lord decides who lives 
and who dies, how come 
he took all those people, 
and I am still here. When 
I got up in the morning, 
I took those thoughts and 
put them into a rhyme. 
It’s been shown in several 
places around the coun-
try,” Blake said. 

A larger version of the 
poem on stone is planned 
and placed either at Faith 
Hinkley Memorial Park, 
or at Homelake.

Blake enlisted in the 
US Army on March 5, 
1940, and was stationed 
in Hawaii for basic train-
ing.

On Sunday, Dec. 7, 
1941, Blake was headed 
to the gym to play bas-
ketball. When the attack 
started, Blake thought it 
was a drill.

“It sounded like an air-
plane landing on a corru-
gated tin roof,” he said. 
“Suddenly we heard ex-
plosions and a rat-a-tat-
tat. The sky was full of 
planes. It took a while for 
my mind to comprehend 
all that I was seeing. I 
thought it was a very re-
alistic drill, except there 
were rising suns on those 
planes.”

Blake survived the 
Pearl Harbor attack and 
stayed in Pearl Harbor, 
in Harbor defense. He re-
turned to the mainland 
and worked as a Radar 
Instructor in Fort Mon-
roe, Va., until he was dis-
charged on July 15, 1945. 
He lived in Salida for 40 
years before moving to 
Homelake. He turned 102 
in January.

“It’s an honor to be 
here, and have people in-
terested in this history. 
It’s humbling for me to 
get all this attention. I 
was just a 19-year-old kid 
who happened to be at the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time making history. I 
appreciate your interest., 
remembering Pearl Har-
bor 82 years ago.”

Photo by Marie Mccolm

James Pacheco, of the Polished Edge, presents Pearl 
Harbor survivor George Blake with a piece of granite 
with a poem Blake wrote about the Dec. 7, 1941, attack 
on Pearl Harbor during a ceremony on Dec. 7 at Vali 3 
Theater in Monte Vista.

den cages, clothes lines, 
plastic fencing, lawn 
chairs, playground equip-
ment, soccer nets, Christ-
mas lights and more.   
During the fall season, un-
gulates such as deer and 
elk will begin their mi-
grations and will be look-
ing for mates during the 

rut, which is the breeding 
season. Wildlife entering 
neighborhoods or visit-
ing homes in rural areas 
are prone to getting tan-
gled in summer gear left 
in backyards, or holiday 
decorations that get put 
up in the fall and winter. 
As people begin to hang 
outdoor decorations, 
CPW recommends that 
lights and other decora-
tions be placed above six 

feet or attached tightly 
to trees and buildings. 
Lights that hang low or 
that are draped insecure-
ly over vegetation can get 
tangled easily in antlers. 
Wildlife officers can often 
help tangled deer when 
promptly notified. But 
every year, CPW gets re-
ports of deer and elk that 
have died after becoming 
stuck in fences or in items 
that prevent them from 

eating.
CPW recommends resi-

dents report any wildlife 
that become entangled in 
their yard immediately 
and do not try to inter-
vene themselves. That 
could result in injury to 
the person or make the 
situation worse for the 
animal that is entangled. 

The CPW office in Mon-
te Vista can be reached at 
719-587-6900.

that comprise the Ala-
mosa plant need replace-
ment.

Xcel conducted a de-
tailed evaluation of the 
units and analyzed re-
building them based upon 
whether the unit, “ has 
the flexibility necessary 
to assist in the integration 
of the increasing levels of 
variable generation that 
the Company expects...
and assists in maintain-
ing a reliable system.” 
Based on this evaluation, 
the company chose not 
to rebuild these gas/oil 
units. The determination 
was based principally on 
the age and condition of 

the units and the lack of 
replacement parts.

Xcel also consulted 
with General Electric, 
the builder of the origi-
nal units, and concluded 
that any rebuild would be 
a “long [18 months], com-
plex, and costly, process.”

Xcel plans the retire-
ment of the existing Com-
pany-owned Alamosa 
plant at the end of 2026 
without replacement it 
would leave no firm pro-
duction [excluding solar] 
resources located in the 
San Luis Valley. The 
Company believes it is es-
sential from a reliability 
perspective to continue 
to have firm generation 
in the region. Xcel is pro-
posing a 28 MW aero-
derivative gas-fired unit 

with fuel oil as a second-
ary backup. This choice 
provides reliable genera-
tion to serve the San Luis 
Valley load at all hours in 
the event of transmission 
and/or natural gas supply 
issues, according to Xcel.

As reported in the Val-
ley Courier last week, 
Alamosa County Com-
missioner Lori Laske sent 
a letter in support of the 
plan to the PUC in sup-
port of Xcel Energy’s Col-
orado Clean Energy Plan 
120-Day Report and Xcel 
Energy’s Preferred Plan. 
The plan includes 22 
projects statewide, and 
would double the amount 
of renewable energy and 
include an investment 
by the utility of $14-$15 
billion. According to the 

letter from Laske, “With 
the retirement of Xcel 
Energy’s existing Alamo-
sa Combustion turbine 
in 2025, Xcel Energy is 
proposing a new 28 MW 
combustion turbine to 
ensure reliable electric 
service in the San Luis 
Valley by backing up ex-
isting energy generation 
in the area. Furthermore, 
investments in transmis-
sion infrastructure will 
enhance reliability in 
the San Luis Valley and 
throughout the state.”

The plan also contains 
San Luis Valley Trans-
mission Network up-
grades of $176 million. 
The Valley Courier has 
reached out to Xcel for 
details on these network 
improvements.

Courtesy photo

Rio Grande Bank is bringing financial literacy education to over 1,680 students in sev-
eral Colorado counties, including eight schools in the San Luis Valley.

RG Bank provides remote financial literacy 
learning resources to local schools

STAFF REPORT
RIO GRANDE COUN-

TY – Rio Grande Bank is 
bringing financial literacy 
education to over 1,680 
students in several Colo-
rado counties. Students at 

10 schools have free access 
to Banzai, an award-win-
ning online program and 
content library that allows 
users to practice real-world 
finance from the safety of 
their home or classroom 

using any internet-enabled 
device. At a time when a 
solid foundation of practi-
cal financial knowledge is 
critical, these resources 
will make a huge impact 
on users. All of these re-
sources are available to 
students at home or in the 
classroom via any device 
that can access the inter-
net.

“Banzai is a web-based 
financial literacy pro-
gram. Kids get their own 
accounts, and they work 
through assignments that 
are based on real life,” 
says Morgan Vandagriff, 
co-founder of Banzai. “But 
because RG Bank is spon-
soring it, local schools get 
it for free. More than ever, 
it’s important that kids de-
velop sound financial skills 
to prepare them for the 
real world, and RG Bank 
realizes that and they’re 
doing something about it.”

Banzai content builds 
a foundation of practical 
knowledge and gives stu-
dents the tools to create 
a sound financial future. 
While students learn, 
teachers can easily moni-
tor and grade their prog-
ress remotely. After finish-

ing Banzai, students will 
know how to track where 
their money is and what 
it’s for, recognize financial 
trade-offs, build a budget, 
and more. At a time when 
many are facing unprec-
edented financial chal-
lenges, these lessons are 
invaluable. The Banzai 
resources are available at 
rgbank.teachbanzai.com. 

RG Bank is working with 
Banzai to build financial 
literacy in the community 
by investing time, money, 
industry experience, and a 
variety of bank resources. 

Beyond the Banzai library, 
RG Bank also offers virtual 
or in-classroom presenta-
tions from local experts on 
timely topics.

Banzai resources are 
used by over 100,000 
teachers across the U.S. 
The courses align with Col-
orado’s state curriculum 
requirements, making the 
program a fun way for stu-
dents to gain vital financial 
literacy skills. 

According to the RG 
Bank website, eight schools 
in the Valley are currently 
being sponsored including 

Alamosa High School, An-
tonito High School, Cen-
tauri High School, Creede 
High School, Monte Vista 
High School, Ortega Mid-
dle School, Sargent Junior 
High School and Sargent 
High School.

Teachers interested 
in using the Banzai pro-
gram with their class can 
visit rgbank.teachbanzai.
com or call 888-8-BAN-
ZAI. For more information 
about Banzai visit banzai.
org. For more information 
about RG Bank visit rg-
bank.bank.
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By LINDSEY TOOMER
Colorado Newsline

A new letter from election 
security experts calls on fed-
eral officials to investigate 
the connection between 
voting system breaches 
in Georgia to breaches in 
other states, including Colo-
rado, and warns of similar 
threats to 2024 election se-
curity. 

Free Speech For People, 
a legal advocacy organi-
zation, joined the group 
Black Voters Matter and 
a coalition of election and 
computer security experts 
in signing the letter sent 
to U.S. Attorney General 
Merrick Garland, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Di-
rector Chris Wray and Spe-
cial Counsel Jack Smith on 
Monday. 

The letter says the 2020 
Coffee County, Georgia 
breach that prosecutors 
have tied to former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s legal 
team is “just one element of 
a much broader, coordinat-
ed plan that involved many 
of the same actors engag-
ing in the same unlawful 
activities in the pursuit of 
unauthorized copies of vot-
ing system software from 
multiple states.”

In Colorado, former Mesa 
County Clerk Tina Peters 
will go on trial in Febru-
ary on a variety of charges 
related to a security breach 
during an election systems 
software update in 2021, 

when sensitive data was 
copied and system pass-
words were photographed 
and posted online.

“People that actively 
tried to overturn the 2020 
presidential election have 
crossed legal lines to obtain 
copies of voting system soft-
ware, and they have had it 
now for nearly three years,” 
Susan Greenhalgh, senior 
advisor for election security 
at Free Speech For People, 
said in a statement. “Our 
federal law enforcement 
agencies cannot ignore the 
threat this poses to future 
elections, and must initiate 
an investigation immedi-
ately.”

Colorado Secretary of 
State Jena Griswold reiter-
ated that Colorado’s elec-
tions are safe and secure. 

“As part of the attack on 
democracy, bad actors have 
tried to steal and copy elec-
tion system information 
across the nation to use to 
further spread their con-
spiracies,” Griswold said 
about the letter in an email. 
“Bad actors who break the 
law should be held account-
able.” 

Separately on Friday, the 
Colorado County Clerks As-
sociation executive board 
sent a letter to officials 
across the state encourag-
ing them to stand up for 
Colorado’s election security 
as many continue to under-
mine the integrity of voting 
systems. 

“Unfortunately, it is clear 
that those who spread lies 
and distrust of our institu-
tions aren’t going away and, 
in some cases, are better 
resourced and louder than 
ever,” the letter from the 
CCCA read. “We need you 
now to come forward and 
help us correct the record 
and regain trust taken from 
our elections by bullies and 
bad actors through a con-
certed national and state-
wide effort to deceive, not 
through any problems with 
our actual voting systems.”

The CCCA’s letter comes 
after the Colorado Republi-
can Party last month sent 
a message to supporters re-
peating baseless allegations 
of “systemic fraud” and 
advising county canvass 
boards to not certify results 
from the Nov. 7 statewide 
election.

Matt Crane, executive di-
rector of the CCCA, said the 
association sent the letter to 
all of Colorado’s federal and 
state elected officials and 
are working on sending it to 
county officials, too.

Griswold said she will al-
ways work to protect Colo-
rado elections and make 
sure every voters’ voices are 
heard as secretary of state.

“I commend the Colorado 
County Clerks Association 
for calling on all elected of-
ficials to stand up against 
bad actors who seek to un-
dermine confidence in our 
elections,” Griswold said.

Photo courtesy of TSTC

Six of the 94 female welding students at Texas State 
Technical College who are about to enter the primarily 
male-dominated industry of welding.

Forging a path: Women welders

Experts urge investigation of ‘coordinated 
plan’ to compromise election software

(NAPSI) — “It is not for 
the faint of heart,” Erica 
Bridges said. 

Bridges is a Welding 
Technology student at Tex-
as State Technical College 
(TSTC). She was referring 
to her field of study and to 
welding in general.

“I encourage it, though,” 
she added. “This is a really 
good money-making (ca-
reer). The people that you 
will meet, they’re just one-
of-a-kind people.”

In the heavily male-dom-
inated industry of welding, 
only 5.1% of the workers 
are female, according to a 
2022 U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics report. In the fall 
2023 semester, TSTC had a 
total of 94 women and 970 
men enrolled in Welding 
Technology.

What To Know
To help others under-

stand, some female weld-
ing students, instructors 
and alumni from TSTC 
recently spoke of their ex-
periences in welding and 
their love for it. They also 
talked about some of its 
challenges.

TSTC welding instructor 
Samara Flener has seen 
positive changes in her 20-
plus years of working in 
the industry, but said pre-
conceived notions about fe-
male welders still remain.

“That climate has im-
proved, (but) some days 
you have to put on your 
Teflon suit, go out there, 
get the job done, and let it 
slide off,” she said.

TSTC Welding Technol-
ogy alumna Tatum McFar-
land echoed Flener’s men-
tality about being among the 
few females in the industry.

“It hasn’t been easy,” Mc-
Farland said. “And you just 
kind of got to grow a back-
bone, more or less, to be 
able to work with (men).”

Haylee Phillips, a first-
semester TSTC Welding 
Technology student, said 
that before beginning the 
welding program, she was 
worried about how she 
would be perceived by the 

male students.
“I was intimidated at 

first,” she said. “Especially 
a few weeks before school, 
I was like, ‘They’re going to 
treat me all weird because 
I’m a girl.’ But if you shut 
it off and go to learn, you’ll 
succeed.”

Another TSTC Welding 
Technology student, Alon-
dra Ramos, is pursuing 
welding despite a lack of 
encouragement from her 
parents.

“I didn’t have a lot of sup-
port coming into the weld-
ing industry and doing 
this,” she said. “I’m here to 
prove them wrong in a lot of 
stuff. I always got pushed 
down, but I’ve always tried 
my hardest to come out on 
top and to prove everybody 
wrong.”

What It’s Like
Flener acknowledged the 

fact that being a welder can 
be grueling.

“Welding is not for ev-
erybody,” she said. “Some 
aspects of welding can be 
extremely physically de-
manding, and you have to 
be able to work in that en-
vironment.”

Phillips feels the same 
way but said the effort is 
worth it.

“It’s hard,” she said. “I 
mean, it’s hot all the time. 
I’m sweating from the min-
ute I walk into the shop in 
the morning until I leave 
in the evening. You’re lift-
ing heavy stuff, your arms 
get super tired, and you’re 
in uncomfortable positions. 

I think there are a lot of 
women who just aren’t 
interested in that type of 
lifestyle for a career path. 
But me, I mean, I know 
the money that comes with 
it, so I’m willing to suffer a 
little bit.”

Why They Do It
Despite the challenges, 

each woman spoke to a love 
of welding that outweighs 
any obstacles.

“It’s like an escape from 
the world; it’s like you’re at 
peace,” Ramos said. “Most 
of my stress goes away 
when I’m under the (weld-
ing) hood. I love it.”

Phillips said, for her, it 
is the satisfaction of being 
able to look at something 
that she has had a hand in 
building.

“It’d be cool to see a rock-
et that I welded something 
on go up into space and be 
like, ‘I was a part of that,’” 
she said. “I get to look at 
my work and see what it’s 
for, and see that I helped. 
That’s pretty cool.”

Flener encouraged those 
with a love for welding to 
pursue it despite any road-
blocks that may come their 
way.

“Regardless of who you 
are, if you love it, seek out 
those opportunities that 
will allow you to be in an 
environment that works 
for you,” she said. “Don’t be 
afraid to try out a job, and 
if it doesn’t work out, move 
on to the next thing. Don’t 
call it failing. It’s figuring 
out where you fit.”



Tuesday, December 12, 2023 Valley Courier Page 5

Lifestyles

In-House Financing (on Select Vehicles) 4
We can find You the Perfect Vehicle on request

1591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-2777
garciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

We’re making it easy to get behind the wheel!

Oil Changes 4 
Tires 4 

Auto Service 4     

ANY VEHICLE*
*On our lot for cash buys and bank loan purchases.

Mention this ad and get a

15% DISCOUNT
On your next oil service or 

on labor for a repair!

$1,000 OFF

Bring On 
the Merry!

HOW DO I 
QUALIFY?

Simply contact our office and provide 
the following information.

• First & Last Name
• Medicaid ID number/Date of Birth
• Your Local Primary Care Provider’s Name

OUR SERVICES
• Serving Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, 

and Saguache Counties
• Offering NEMT, Workman’s Compensation, Non Medical 

& Private Pay Transportation Statewide
• Accommodating Wheelchairs, Electric Scooters & Walkers
• 24/7 Transportation

LOCAL OWNERSHIP, LOCAL DRIVERS, 
SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

SLV Transportation
Red Willows, INC.

CONTACT US
1110 West Ave.

Alamosa
(719) 589-5734

www.redwillowsinc.com

By COLORADO 
PARKS AND 
WILDLIFE

MONTROSE — Ear-
ly winter months are 
a crucial time for wild-
life research projects 
and population surveys 
for Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife biologists. The 
public may notice heli-
copters flying at low al-
titudes to conduct this 
work across the Western 
Slope again this winter.

CPW will work to 
place GPS collars on 75 
elk calves in December, 
and research crews will 
also collar 120 preg-
nant cow elk during the 
month of March. This 
work will be conducted 
across the Bear’s Ears 
herd in northwest Col-
orado, the Avalanche 
Creek herd in the Roar-
ing Fork Valley and the 
Uncompahgre herd west 
of Montrose.

Elk calves are cap-
tured using net guns 
and are quickly collared 
and released by the he-
licopter crew at the cap-
ture site. Pregnant elk 
involved in the study 
are transported by the 
helicopter crew a very 
short distance to a pro-
cessing area where they 
are given a GPS collar 
and an implant that al-
lows CPW researchers 
to track the pregnancy 
and calf survival. A vet-
erinarian is also on site 
to assess the health of 
the animals.

Research work is 
conducted early in the 
gestation period when 
there will be no effect 
on the cow or calf. CPW 
aims to understand calf 
survival and cause-spe-
cific mortality across 
different study areas in 
the state.

“The data we col-
lect from these efforts 
is critical to help us 
proactively manage 
elk populations in the 
state,” said CPW Wild-
life Researcher Nathan-
iel Rayl. “In general, it 
is beneficial to conduct 
capture work in winter 
because the lower tem-
peratures and snowfall 
provide better condi-
tions for this work. Elk, 
moose, deer and prong-
horn prefer cooler tem-
peratures and are actu-
ally less stressed than 
if we were to capture 
in the summer when 

CPW Photo by Evan Phillips

Helicopters are a key tool for CPW biologists to conduct winter survey and collaring 
work on big game animals across Colorado. 

CPW utilizing helicopters 
across Western Slope for 

critical wildlife research work
they may overheat and 
die. The deeper snow 
cushions the animal 
and helps prevent inju-
ries, and they don’t run 
as far, making capture 
easier and quicker. Con-
ducting this work in the 
winter also allows us to 
gather critical informa-
tion about pregnancy 
and body condition.”

Classification flights 
for big-game species 
such as deer, elk and 
bighorn sheep will also 
begin in December and 
be carried out through 
the winter as flying 
conditions permit. This 
work is done across the 
entire state.

Classification flights 
allow CPW to accurate-
ly estimate populations, 
recruitment of young 
animals into the popu-
lation and sex ratios. 
Survey flights have a 
minimal impact on the 
wildlife, causing a dis-
turbance that lasts only 
a few minutes. These 
flights will begin in ear-
ly December and could 
extend into February.

“The classification 
flights will be critical to 
help us understand how 
last winter’s weather 
conditions may have af-
fected birth rates and 
survival of elk calves 
and fawns last sum-
mer,” said CPW North-
west Region Senior 
Wildlife Biologist Brad 
Banulis. “This is a criti-
cal data point to help us 
manage big game popu-
lations in the state, and 
we collect it in a man-
ner that minimizes the 

stress on animals. We 
collect this data to man-
age robust and healthy 
wildlife populations, so 
we are always looking 
out for animal welfare 
and would not be doing 
capture or classification 
flights if we thought it 
was detrimental to the 
animals.”

In the Southwest Re-
gion, CPW will also ra-
dio collar 30 doe mule 
deer in Game Manage-
ment Units 74 and 741 
in La Plata County and 
parts of San Juan Coun-
ty. This work is sched-
uled to be conducted 
Dec. 20, depending on 
weather conditions.

Additionally, CPW 
is increasing its moni-
toring on the Western 
Slope and will place ad-
ditional collars on deer 
and elk in the areas 
outside of Gunnison, 
Montrose, Meeker and 
Kremmling.

“Collecting survival 
rates and understanding 
cause-specific mortality 
is essential work for our 
wildlife biologists,” said 
CPW Senior Wildlife 
Biologist Jamin Grigg. 
“This work benefits 
multiple ongoing stud-
ies. We appreciate the 
public’s understanding 
of why they may be see-
ing helicopters through-
out the state. If you see 
a low-level helicopter 
surveying wildlife, know 
that it’s CPW biologists 
out surveying the herds 
and getting out these im-
portant radio collars or 
tracking changes to our 
wildlife populations.”
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SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY

Prep boys 
basketball

Cotopaxi 55, An-
tonito 35

Moffat 48, Custer 
County 43

Platte Valley 44, 
Alamosa 37

P r i m e r o  7 3 , 
Creede 46

Salida 50, Cen-
tauri 37

Sanford 52, Igna-
cio 44

Sierra Grande 57, 
Ellicott 35

Prep girls 
basketball

Alamosa 67, St. 
Mary’s 62

Centauri 45, Sal-
ida 27

Cotopaxi 70, An-
tonito 21

P r i m e r o  3 9 , 
Creede 36

Sanford 52, Igna-
cio 44

West Grand 57, 
Moffat 15

College men’s 
basketball

Colorado State 
Pueblo 103, Adams 
State 97
College women’s 

basketball
Adams State 69, 

Colorado St ate 
Pueblo 62

SATURDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Alamosa 67, Uni-
versity 61

Ignacio 44, Del 
Norte 25

Moffat 48, South 
Park 42

Sargent 56, San-
gre de Cristo 26

Sierra Grande 48, 
Kim/Branson 32

Prep girls 
basketball

Creede 42, Custer 
County 37

Ignacio 37, Del 
Norte 31

Kim/Branson 42, 
Sierra Grande 27

Sangre de Cristo 
55, Sargent 39

South Park 58, 
Moffat 23

Universit y 54, 
Alamosa 19

College men’s 
basketball

Adams State 78, 
New Mexico High-
lands 71
College women’s 

basketball
Adams State 91, 

New Mexico High-
lands 60

SUNDAY
College women’s 

wrestling
Adams State 20, 

Minot State (N.D.) 
16

Chadron State 
(Neb.) 41, Adams 
State 8

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Centauri at San-
ford, 7 p.m.

Prep girls 
basketball

Centauri at San-
ford, 5:30 p.m.

Prep boys 
wrestling

Sargent hosts 
home meet, 5 p.m.

College indoor 
track and field
Adams State at 

Potts Invitational (at 
Boulder), TBA

WEDNESDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Centennial  at 
Questa (N.M.) Invi-
tational, TBA

Prep girls 
basketball

Centennial  at 
Questa (N.M.) Invi-
tational, TBA

College indoor 
track and field
Adams State at 

Potts Invitational (at 
Boulder), TBA
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20% Off
Entire Store Fri. November, 24

10% Off
When You Bring This Ad In The Store

412 Main St. • La Jara • (719) 274-5109
Store M-F 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-5pm  

Pharmacy M-F 9am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

The Gift That 
Lasts All Year!

GIFT 
SUBSCRIPTION!

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa
589-2553

READY FOR

HOLIDAY 

ENTERTAINING?
Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

Hobbies, Games, Arts, 
Gifts and Crafts!

Hours: 11 am - 7 pm • Mon. - Sat.
709 Main 937-2570 Alamosa

NOW $2995

Limited Time Only

Price Slashed
on this

Unique Gift Idea

Alamosa History 
Book in Pictures!

Sangre girls remain undefeated with win 
over Sargent

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

SARGENT SCHOOL – The 
Sangre de Cristo girls basketball 
team pulled away from Sargent 
late in the game to claim a 55-39 
win Saturday at Sargent’s gym.

Palma Enriquez gave the Lady 
Thunderbirds the early lead with 
a layup, but Kandace Pargin put 
the Lady Farmers on the board 
with a layup. Pargin’s twin sister, 
Kimmy, knocked a jump shot to 
give Sargent a 3-2 lead.

Idahlia Garcia tied the score 
with a free throw and she put 
Sangre back into the lead with 
a layup. Bailey Asbell tied the 
score at 5-5, but Audrina Knorr 
and Jaydra Cordova both scored 
for a 9-5 Lady T-bird lead.

Kandace Pargin split at the 
line, but Garcia scored again. 
Kimmy Pargin brought Sargent 
within 11-8, but Enriquez scored 
at the buzzer to give Sangre a 
13-8 advantage at the end of the 
first quarter.

Asbell opened the second 
quarter by nailing a 3-point 
basket. Makenzie Consaul tied 
the score and Kandace Pargin 
gave Sargent a 15-13 lead.

Cordova deadlocked the score at 
15-15, but Kimmy Pargin put the 
Lady Farmers back into the lead 
by splitting at the free throw line.

Garcia put Sangre back in front, 
but Kandace Pargin gave the lead 
right back to the Lady Farmers.

Cordova made two free throws 
to give the Lady T-birds a 19-18 
edge at halftime.

Presley Wilson increased the 
lead to three with a layup, but 
Kandace Pargin scored to cut 
the lead to 21-20. Wilson scored 

again, and Enriquez split at the 
line to give Sangre a 24-20 lead.

Kandace Pargin made a trey 
to reduce the deficit to 24-23. 
Haylee Freel pushed the lead to 
26-23, but Kimmy Pargin drove 

for a layup, and Kandace Pargin 
made one of two from the charity 
stripe to tie the score at 26-26. 
Azzy Lister also split at the line 
to give Sargent a 27-26 lead.

Enriquez put Sangre back in 

front, and Wilson made a three 
for a 31-27 advantage. Kandace 
Pargin hit a trey on the other side 
to bring the Lady Farmers within 
31-30 at the third quarter.

Wilson made two out of five 
free throws, and Enriquez made 
one of two for a 34-30 Sangre 
lead. Catie Deacon scored a layup 
and added a free throw to bring 
Sargent within 34-33.

Enriquez made a 3-pointer, 
and Wilson split at the line for a 
38-33 lead.

Kandace Pargin made two 
baskets to reduce the deficit to 
40-37. Cordova drove for a layup, 
but Consaul hit a jumper to bring 
Sargent within 42-39.

The rest of the game was all 
Lady Thunderbirds as they scored 
the final 13 points of the game. 
That included making nine out 
of 15 free throws.

The Lady T-birds were led by 
Enriquez and Wilson who both 
scor4ed 14 points, followed by 
Cordova with 12.

Kandace PArgin led Sargent 
with 19 points, followed by 
Kimmy Pargin with seven.

Sangre de Cristo (4-0) will play 
at the Simla Invitational this 
weekend and it will play Soroco 
on Friday at 4 p.m.

Sargent (2-2) will host Ignacio 
on Friday at 4:30 p.m.

Sangre de Cristo 55, Sargent 39
Sangre de Cristo – Wilson 4 5-9 14, Freel 1 1-2 3, 
Enriquez 5 3-7 14, Cordova 3 6-6 12, Garcia 3 1-2 
7, Knorr 1 3-6 5, Howard 0 0-0 0, Rodriguez 0 0-0 
0, Henry 0 0-0 0. Total 17 19-32 55.
3-point goals – Enriquez 1, Wilson 1. Total 2
Sargent – Lister 0 1-4 1, Asbell 2 0-0 5, Ka. Par-
gin 7 3-8 19, Deacon 1 1-3 3, Consaul 2 0-2 4, Ki. 
Pargin 3 1-2 7, Torgler 0 0-0 0. Total 15 6-19 39.
3-point goals – Ka. Pargin 2, Asbell 1. Total 3.
Sangre de Cristo   13          6          12           24 – 55
Sargent              8        10          12             9 – 39
Fouls – Sangre de Cristo 24, Sargent 19.

Courier photo by Ken Hmrick

Sangre de Cristo High School’s Presley Wilson (4) drives to the 
basket against Sargent’s Kandace Pargin in Saturday’s game at 
Sargent. The Lady Thunderbirds defeated the Lady Farmers 55-
39.

Sargent boys pound Sangre to remain 
undefeated

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
SARGENT SCHOOL – 

The Sargent High School 
boys basketball team 
remained undefeated on 
the season as it defeated 
Sangre de Cristo 56-26 
Saturday at Sargent’s 
gym.

Corbyn Wright opened 
the scoring with a 
3-point basket to give 
the Farmers a 3-0 lead. 
Kolby Shellabarger put 
the Thunderbirds on the 
scoreboard with a jump 
shot, but Hayden Lester’s 
layup increased the lead 
to 5-2.

Deagon Rogers made 
one of two from the free 
throw line, but after that 
the first quarter belonged 
to the Farmers as they 
scored the final 15 points 
of the period. Lester, 
Wright and Fernando 
Venzor all scored three 
points in the run.

Kade Temple scored the 
first points of the second 
quarter for Sargent, but 
Braiden Cantu scored 
for Sangre. Trenton 
Paskett answered with 
three baskets, and Lester 
and Corbin Castillo both 
scored one basket to give 
the Farmers a 32-7 lead 
at halftime.

Lester scored the first 
two baskets of the third 
quarter, and Wright scored 

for a 38-7 advantage. 
Rogers made two free 
throws for the T-birds for 
points of the second half.

Lester drove for a layup 
and Venzor drained the 
three for a 43-11 lead. 
Shellabarger scored on a 
layup to reduce the deficit 
to 43-13 at the end of the 
period.

Venzor drained two 
more treys, and Castillo 
did the same to give 
Sargent its largest lead of 
the game at 52-18.

Lester led the Farmers 
with 13 points, followed 
by Venzor with 12.

Shellabarger led the 
Thunderbirds with eight 
points, followed by Rogers 
with seven.

Sargent (4-0) will host 
Ignacio on Friday at 6 p.m.

Sangre de Cristo (2-
2) will be at the Simla 
Invitational this weekend 
and its first opponent will 
be Soroco. Tip-off is at 
5:30 p.m.

Sargent 56, Sangre de Cristo 26
Sangre de Cristo – Rogers 2 3-6 7, Shel-
labarger 4 0-0 8, Garcia 0 0-0 0, Mason 
1 0-2 2, Cantu 1 0-2 2, T. Baker 1 0-0 3, 
Lopez 1 0-0 2, J. Baker 1 0-0 2, Artache-
varria 0 0-0 0. Total 11 3-10 26.
3-point goal – T. Baker 1. Total 1.
Sargent – Wright 3 1-1 8, Lester 6 1-2 
13, Venzor 4 0-0 12, Garcia 1 0-0 2, 
Paskett 3 0-0 6, Capron 0 0-0 0, Aguilar 
0 0-0 0, Beiriger 0 0-0 0, Peterson 1 2-4 
4, Temple 2 0-0 4, Castillo 1 0-0 2. Total 
23 4-7 56.
3-point goals – Venzor 4, Castillo 1, 
Wright 1. Total 6.
Sangre 3          4          6        13 – 26
Sargent      20        12        11       13 – 56
Fouls – Sangre de Cristo 9, Sargent 8.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Sargent High School’s 
Trenton Paskett (22) 
dribbles the ball as 
Sangre de Cristo’s 
Aaron Mason (10) plays 
defense in Saturday’s 
game at Sargent. The 
Farmers defeated the 
Thunderbirds 56-26.

ASU women 
wrestlers pick 

up first-ever dual 
meet win

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA - The Adams State University women’s 
wrestling team gained its first-ever dual meet win as 
it defeated Minot State (N.D.) University Sunday in 
Chadron, Neb. 20-16.

Getting wins for the Lady Grizzlies were Julianna 
Candelaria by decision at 109 pounds, Austria Holland 
by technical fall at 116, Bella Devoto by decision at 
123, and Trinity Perez by decision at 136. Another 
win was by forfeit.

ASU then wrestled the host team, Chadron State 
College, and lost 41-8. Holland won by decision, while 
the other win was by forfeit.

Adams State (1-3) will wrestle Simon Fraser (B.C.) 
University in the Desert Dual in Las Vegas, Nev. on 
Sunday.



Tuesday, December 12, 2023 Valley Courier Page 7

Public Notices

173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

163 - LOST &

FOUND

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Request for Bids
Rio Grande Water Conservation District is requesting bids for Jani-
torial Service for their office building located at 8805 Independence 
Way in Alamosa, Colorado.  Potential bidders may inspect the site 
on December 14h and December 15th, 2023, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Please refer to rgwcd.org for a Scope of Work.  Bids must be 
submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, December 21st, 2023, to 
Kylie Gregg, Office Manager, at 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
Colorado, 81101. Rio Grande Water Conservation District retains the 
right to reject or accept any bid in the best interest of the Owner. 
No. 3692.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15, 
16, 19, & 20, 2023.

TOWN OF CRESTONE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

As per CRS 29-1-106 through 109 a public hearing will be held on 
Thursday, December 14th 2023 at 1:30 pm at Crestone Town Hall’s 
Alder Meeting Room (111 S. Alder St., Crestone, CO) regarding adop-
tion of a 2024 budget. The draft budget will be available for review at 
Town Hall on Thursday. December 7.
The town officers for the hearing are Mayor Danforth, and Trustees 
Adam Kinney, Benjamin Byer, Armando Medez-Sanchez, Kizzen 
Laki, Kim Martinez, and Dennis Posluzsny.
Any interested elector of the local government may file any objec-
tion to the proposed budget at any time prior to the final adoption of 
the budget by the governing body. Comments on the proposed 2024 
Budget to the Town Clerk in one of the following ways:
* In person at the 12/14 Public Hearing
* Via email to crestonetownoffice@gmail.com
* Via USPS to the Town of Crestone (PO Box 64 Crestone, CO 81131)
* Via the secure payment slot located to the right of the entrance to 
Town Hall (108 W. Galena Ave.)
No. 3693.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, & 13, 
2023.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint filed with the Court in this action, 
by filing with the clerk of this Court an answer or other response. You 
are required to file your answer or other response within thirty-five 
(35) days after service of this Summons upon you. Service of this 
Summons will be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy 
of the Complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the Court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the Complaint in 
writing within thirty-five (35) days after the date of the last publication, 
judgment by default may be rendered against you by the Court for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint, without any further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to the real 
property situated in Alamosa County, Colorado, described as follows:
Lot 1, Dunsmore Subdivision Exemption, together with any and all 
water and water rights including existing well, also known as:  8132 
County Road 110 S., Alamosa, Colorado 81101, with all its appur-
tenances.
Dated: 12/1/2023. 
By: Benjamin Pacyga, #48355
Published in the Valley Courier.
First Publication: 12/5/23, 2023.
Last Publication: 1/2/2024,  2023.
No. 3695.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 12, 19, 26, 2023 & 
January 2, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises, and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having Interest of Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to:
Louis G. Harrison Jr.
1230 E Walnut St., Apt 603
Seguin, TX 78155
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 8th day of Novem-
ber 2016, the then County Treasurer of Alamosa County, in the State 
of Colorado, sold at public tax lien sale to Grater Investments, LLC 
the following described property situate in the County of Alamosa, 
State of Colorado, to-wit:
DEER VALLEY MEADOWS LOT 5 BLK K UNIT 1 1.33AC QCD REC 
#304737  4-12-01
Parcel Number: 541718312005
Certificate Number: 104
and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of purchase therefore 
to Grater Investments, LLC.
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent property 
(and special assessment) taxes assessed against said property for 
the year 2015;
That said property was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) of 
Louis G. Harrison Jr. for said year 2015;
That said Grater Investments, LLC on the 16th day of December 
2022, the present holder of said certificate (who) has made request 
upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property to Grater 
Investments, LLC on the 10th day of April 2024, unless the same has 
been redeemed;
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
This Notice of Purchase has also been published in Valley Courier 
on December 5, 2023, December 12, 2023 and December 19, 2023.
Witness my hand this 30th day of November 2023
/s/
Amy McKinley, Treasurer of Alamosa County, Colorado
No. 3698.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 12, & 19, 2023.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises, and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having Interest of Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to:
Brad L. Foote
7119 West Sunset Blvd. #581
Los Angeles, CA 90046
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 7th day of No-
vember 2019, the then County Treasurer of Alamosa County, in the 
State of Colorado, sold at public tax lien sale to Vesselin Dotkov the 
following described property situate in the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado, to-wit:
DEER VALLEY MEADOWS LOT 35 BLK AA UNIT 2 1.21AC B&SD 
REC #313438  5-6-03
Parcel Number: 541708005035
Certificate Number: 387
and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of purchase therefore 
to Vesselin Dotkov.
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent property 
(and special assessment) taxes assessed against said property for 
the year 2018;
That said property was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) of 
Brad L. Foote for said year 2018;
That said Vesselin Dotkov on the 26th day of April 2023, the present 
holder of said certificate (who) has made request upon the Treasurer 
of said County for a deed to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property to Vesselin 
Dobromirov Dotkov Revocable Trust on the 10th day of April 2024, 
unless the same has been redeemed;
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
This Notice of Purchase has also been published in Valley Courier 
on December 5, 2023, December 12, 2023 and December 19, 2023.
Witness my hand this 30th day of November 2023
/s/
Amy McKinley, Treasurer of Alamosa County, Colorado
No. 3699.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 12, & 19, 2023.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises, and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having Interest of Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to:
Phoenix Real Estate Investment Group LLC
c/o Julie Perchy
P.O. Box 1405
Whitefish, MT 59937
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 18th day of No-
vember 2010, the then County Treasurer of Alamosa County, in the 
State of Colorado, sold at public tax lien sale to Alamosa County the 
following described property situate in the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado, to-wit:
W 82’ OF S2SE4  3-38-10    2.49AC TD REC #308199  9-5-02
Parcel Number: 528503000015
Certificate Number: 223
and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of purchase therefore 
to Alamosa County.
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent property 
(and special assessment) taxes assessed against said property for 
the year 2009;
That said property was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of Phoenix Real Estate Investment Group LLC for said year 2009;
That on the 24th day of May 2023, said Alamosa County assigned 
said certificate of purchase to Eric Srot;
That said Eric Srot on the 24th day of May 2023, the present holder 
of said certificate (who) has made request upon the Treasurer of said 
County for a deed to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property to Eric Srot 
on the 10th day of April 2024, unless the same has been redeemed;
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
This Notice of Purchase has also been published in Valley Courier 
on December 5, 2023, December 12, 2023 and December 19, 2023.
Witness my hand this 1st day of December 2023
/s/
Amy McKinley, Treasurer of Alamosa County, Colorado
No. 3700.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 12, & 19, 2023.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises, and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having Interest of Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to:
Guy G. Knepper
509 Blackburn Rd.
Friedens, PA 15541
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 7th day of No-
vember 2019, the then County Treasurer of Alamosa County, in the 
State of Colorado, sold at public tax lien sale to Eric Srot the fol-
lowing described property situate in the County of Alamosa, State of 
Colorado, to-wit:
MT BLANCA VALLEY RANCHES LOT 8 BLK 2 UNIT 10 5.00AC WD 
B 373 P 13  9-29-88
Parcel Number: 513915102008
Certificate Number: 83
and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of purchase therefore 
to Eric Srot.
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent property 
(and special assessment) taxes assessed against said property for 
the year 2018;
That said property was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) of 
Guy G. Knepper for said year 2018;
That said Eric Srot on the 24th day of May 2023, the present holder 
of said certificate (who) has made request upon the Treasurer of said 
County for a deed to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property to Eric Srot 
on the 10th day of April 2024, unless the same has been redeemed;
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
This Notice of Purchase has also been published in Valley Courier 
on December 5, 2023, December 12, 2023 and December 19, 2023.
Witness my hand this 1st day of December 2023
/s/
Amy McKinley, Treasurer of Alamosa County, Colorado
No. 3701.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 12, & 19, 2023.

Notice of Request for Proposals
to Survey +/-420 Acres for Cultural and Archaeological Re-

sources
Subdistrict No. 4 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
seeking proposals to conduct a surface survey to locate, identify, and 
if possible, date cultural and archaeological resources on approxi-
mately 420 acres in Saguache County Colorado. Proposals should 
include an itemized description of the cost to perform the field work 
and generate reports as well as a timeline for completion. The suc-
cessful bidder will be responsible for conforming with all local, state, 
and federal laws and must be willing to sign a Non-Disclosure Agree-
ment with the District and or Subdistrict.  For further questions and 
details, including maps and a shapefile, please contact Chris Ivers 
at 719-589-6301 or chris@rgwcd.org. Proposals will be accepted 
through December 18th, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. and may be submitted in 
person or by mail to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, 
or by e-mail to chris@rgwcd.org. 
No. 3705.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 8, 9, 12, 13, 15, & 16, 
2023.

NOTICE
is hereby given that a supplemental budget has been submitted to 
the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Alamosa for the 
year of 2023; a copy of such supplemental budget has been filed in 
the Office of the County Finance Officer.  Said document is available 
for public inspection at the front reception area.  A final hearing on the 
supplemental budget will be held at 9:30 AM, December 20, 2023 at 
a regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners.  Such a 
supplemental budget will be considered for adoption in the Board’s 
Chambers, Alamosa County Administrative Services Building, 8900 
Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101.  Any interested parties may 
inspect the proposed budget and file or register any objections there-
to until the conclusion of the final budget hearing.  MariCruz Mora, 
Controller
No. 3710.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 12 & 13,  2023.

AUCTION LEGAL NOTICE WEST SIDE STORAGE, LLC / HEALD-
WORKS, INC. SELF-STORAGE PUBLIC NOTICE

West Side Storage, LLC / Healdworks, Inc. will sell at Public Auction 
Online via StorageTreasures.com, all personal property and the per-
sonal goods stored therein by the following, which may include, but 
are not limited to general household goods, furniture, boxes, clothes, 
and appliances stored in its facility by:
Christian Kopinski- Unit # QCSU-604494-3, Ralph (Tim) Paulson- 
Unit # TRLU-370994-9
at 8:00 am, Friday morning December 15, 2023, online at StorageT-
reasures.com this auction will commence.  Sale is subject to cancel in 
the event of settlement between owner and obligated party.
No. 3711.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 
22, & 23, 2023.

ALAMOSA COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before 
the Alamosa Planning Commission on Wednesday, January 10, 2024 
at 6:00 PM and again before the Alamosa Board of County Commis-
sioners on Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 8:30 AM, in the Ala-
mosa County Services Center, 8900 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
Colorado for the purpose of considering an application for a Minor 
Subdivision submitted by Lee Welch on property currently addressed 
as 2516 Lane 9 N, Parcel 500921100163.
The applicant is proposing to divide the existing quarter section into 
Tract 1 of 154.08 acres and Tract 2 of 7.01 acres. This property is in 
the Rural (RU) zone district.  
The legal description of the property is:  Northeast 1/4 of Section 21, 
Township 40 North, Range 9 East of the N.M.P.M, County of Alamosa, 
State of Colorado.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection in 
the Alamosa County Land 
Use Office at 8999 Independence Way Suite 100 during regular office 
hours or at (719) 589-3812.
Richard Hubler
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
No. 3712.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 12, 2023.

ALAMOSA COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before 
the Alamosa Planning Commission on Wednesday, January 10, 2024 
at 6:00 PM and again before the Alamosa Board of County Commis-
sioners on Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 8:30 AM, in the Ala-
mosa County Services Center, 8900 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
Colorado for the purpose of considering an application for a Minor 
Subdivision submitted by John Turner on property currently ad-
dressed as 2528 S Rd 100, Parcel 528718200021.
The applicant is proposing to divide the existing 74.71 acre tract into 
Lot 1 of 18.68 acres, Lot 2 of 18.66 acres, Lot 3 of 18.70 acres and 
Lot 4 of 18.67 acres. This property is in the Industrial (I)  zone district.  
The legal description of the property is:  Tract 2 of the Pure Water 
Division of Land, according to the plat filed July 29, 2013 at Reception 
No. 353546, County of Alamosa, State of Colorado.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection in 
the Alamosa County Land 
Use Office at 8999 Independence Way Suite 100 during regular office 
hours or at (719) 589-3812.
Richard Hubler
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
No. 3713.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 12, 2023.

ALAMOSA COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before 
the Alamosa Planning Commission on Wednesday, January 10, 2024 
at 6:00 PM and again before the Alamosa Board of County Commis-
sioners on Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 8:30 AM, in the Ala-
mosa County Services Center, 8900 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
Colorado for the purpose of considering an application for a Special 
Use Permit submitted by Thomas Masterson of the San Luis Valley 
Church of Christ on property currently addressed as 2534 S Rd 100, 
Parcel 528736401053.
The applicant is proposing to develop a place of worship. This prop-
erty is in the Industrial (I)  zone district.  
The legal description of the property is:  Tract 3 of the Mid-Valley 
Commercial Subdivision Exemption, according to the plat filed Sep-
tember 21, 1979 at Reception No. 204961, County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection in 
the Alamosa County Land 
Use Office at 8999 Independence Way Suite 100 during regular office 
hours or at (719) 589-3812.
Richard Hubler
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
No. 3714.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 12, 2023.

F OU N D  A N  M P 3 
PLAY ER and EA R 
PHONES. Call (719) 
298-8420 to identify and 
claim. (12/20/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(1/5/24-monthlyAS)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOK-
I N G  F O R  W I T H 
THE HELP OF THE 
VALLEY COURIER. 
Smokin Spuds. (AS)

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS is hiring for 
a full-time BREAK-
FA ST M A NAGE R 
and a BREAKFAST 
ATTENDANT. Ap-
p l y  i n  P e r s o n . 
(12/19/23AS)

4

$24.00
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

HEATING & GAS

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for the 2023-
2024 School Year. IN-
STRUCTIONAL SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION 
PARAPROFESSIONAL 
at AES 3-5. Applica-
tions are available online 
at http://alamosa.k12.
co.us. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(12/16/23AS)

CONEJOS COUNTY 
IS seeking a full-time 
GR A N T SPECIA L-
IST. Primary functions 
will be to research, ob-
tain, write, monitor, and 
administer grants for 
Conejos County. Will 
be responsible for en-
suring all compliance 
with Federal and State 
regulations as it relates 
to grants. Excellent writ-
ing ability that is clear, 
concise and analyti-
cal preferred. Must be 
able to meet deadlines, 
be self-motivated and 
have strong computer 
skills. Salary $45,000-
$50,00 DOQ. Applica-
tions can be obtained 
on our website: cone-
joscounty.colorado.gov 
or you can email cricci@
co.conejos.co.us. Ap-
plications accepted until 
filled. Inquiries call 719-
376-6799. (12/16/23AS)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
LONG TERM FLOAT-
I NG SU BST I T U T E 
TEACHER OMS (Sec-
ond Semester). Applica-
tions are available online 
at https://www.alamo-
saschools.org/ For more 
information, contact Tra-
cy Vigil at 719-587-1600 
or tvigi l@alamosas-
chools.org. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (12/15/23AS)

A D A M S  S T A T E 
UNIVERSITY seeks 
appl icants for mul-
t iple  CUSTODI A N 
I positions in the Fa-
cilities Services Depart-
ment. Starting salary for 
this position is $3,160 
per month. For applica-
tion or more informa-
tion, please see https://
www.adams.edu/hr/em-
ployment/ . AA/EOE. 
(12/13/23AS)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a CENTER/
SAGUACHE BRANCH 
M A NAGER, M A R-
KETING and COM-
MUNICATIONS SPE-
CIALIST, & TRAIN-
ING COORDINATOR. 
FSWB offers competi-
tive compensation, gen-
erous benefits, & ca-
reer development. Join 
FSWB’s award-winning 
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit 
and small businesses. 
For details and to ap-
ply, visit fswb.bank/
about /careers. EOE. 
(12/22/23AS)

M A N A G E M E N T 
A N D  M A I N T E -
NANCE PERSON, or 
TEAM, wanted for a 
12 unit apartment com-
plex in DEL NORTE, 
CO. Duties include but 
not limited to office 
paperwork, cleaning, 
minor plumbing, mi-
nor electrical, drywall 
repair, painting, and 
grounds keeping. Fax or 
email a letter of interest 
and/or resume to 712-
274-1230 or nnieman@
landmarkmanagement.
com  Equal Employ-
m ent  O p p or t u n i t y. 
(12/22/23AS)

COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY is hir-
ing an Extension Area 
Specialist, 4-H Youth 
Development, for the 
SLV Area. This posi-
tion will foster strong, 
healthy, youth by pro-
viding leadership, guid-
ance, direction, and 
assistance in the imple-
mentation of the overall 
4-H Youth Development 
program. This is a full-
time, twelve (12) month, 
non-tenure track Exten-
sion faculty position. For 
the job announcement, 
required qualifications, 
salary range, and ap-
plication instructions, go 
to https://jobs.colostate.
edu/postings/136813 
Application deadline 
is December 17, 2023. 
We are committed to 
increasing the diversity 
of our staff and provid-
ing culturally responsive 
programs and services. 
Therefore, we encourage 
responses from people 
of all backgrounds and 
abilities. We invite you 
to review Colorado State 
University’s Principles 
of  Com munity that 
guide our mission and 
vision of access, teach-
ing, service, and engage-
ment. CSU is an EO/
EA/AA employer and 
conducts background 
checks on all final can-
didates. For more in-
formation, call Larry 
Brown at 719-852-7381. 
(12/16/23AS)

DR I V ER / LA BOR: 
MUST HAVE depend-
able ¾ ton+ full size 
pickup, good driving 
record, must be de-
pendable, have CON-
STRUCTION EXPERI-
ENCE, & pass a drug 
test. Call 719-992-1396. 
(12/22/23AS)

CENTER CONSOLI-
DATED SCHOOLS 
located in CENTER, 
CO seeks a dynamic 
and innovative person 
to fill a full-time IN 
SCHOOL RESTOR-
ATIVE PRACTICES 
FACI LI TATOR for 
the 2023-2024 school 
year. Candidates should 
have a minimum of a 
Bachelor’s degree in ed-
ucation or other related 
field. The right candi-
date will have experi-
ence working with youth 
in education. Ability to 
speak Spanish is pre-
ferred, but not required. 
The position will in-
volve collaborating with 
a team to provide re-
storative discipline and 
alternatives to suspen-
sion. The position salary 
will be based on experi-
ence and professional 
endorsements. Center 
Consolidated Schools 
is an equal-opportunity 
employer. If you wish to 
apply, please send a cov-
er letter and resume and 
completed non-certified 
employment applica-
tion found https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment-opportuni-
ties to Carrie Zimmer-
man, Superintendent of 
Schools, Center School 
District 26JT, 550 S. 
Sylvester Avenue, Cen-
ter, CO 81125. For more 
information, please con-
tact Katrina Ruggles at 
kruggles@center.k12.
co.us. (1/5/24AS)

L O O K I N G  F O R 
T RU C K  D R I V E R 
WITH CDL and clean 
driving record. Must 
be willing to work on 
farm/ranch when need-
ed. Full-time position. 
Call John 719-937-1591. 
(12/30/23AS)
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Classifieds

345 - 

WOOD

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

362 - HOME

FURNISHINGS

713 - PICKUP 

TRUCKS

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

710 - CLASSIC 

AUTOS

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

CENTER FOR RE-
STORATIVE PRO-
GRAMS has the fol-
lowing positions open: 
INTENSIVE CASE 
MANAGER III (ICM 
III) Responsible for 
providing specialized 
intensive case manage-
ment/wraparound ser-
vices to assigned case-
load, provide support, 
mentoring, training to 
CM team around crisis 
plans, challenges, and 
effective implementa-
tion.  At least 5 years 
experience providing 
wraparound services, 
intensive case manage-
ment, advocating and 
working with adults 
with substance use and/
or mental health disor-
ders, homeless popula-
tion, recovery support, 
and collaboration with 
community partners 
and families. Will work 
closely with commu-
n ity pa r tners  such 
as justice system, law 
enforcement, behav-
iora l health, medi-
cal, housing, human 
services, schools and 
workforce develop-
ment.  Must be willing 
to travel, work some 
nights and weekends. 
Spanish speaking is 
a plus. INTENSIVE 
CASE M A NAGER 
(ICM II) Responsible 
for providing inten-
sive specialized case 
management /wrap -
around services; work-
ing closely with com-
munity partners such 
as cr iminal just ice 
systems, law enforce-
m e n t ,  b e h a v i o r a l 
health, medical, hous-
ing, human services, 
schools and workforce 
development.  Ability 
to work independently, 
needs strong organi-
zational/communica-
tion skills, ability to 
establish wraparound 
plans and help navigate 
systems. Successful 
candidates will have at 
least 3 years relevant 
experience providing 
wraparound services, 
intensive case manage-
ment, advocating and 
working with adults 
with substance use and/
or mental health disor-
ders, homeless popula-
tion, recovery support, 
and collaboration with 
community partners 
and families. Must be 
willing to travel, work 
some nights and week-
ends. Spanish speak-
ing a plus. FOR BOTH 
POSITIONS: See web-
page for more details: 
restorativeprogram.org 
and Email resume & 
cover letter to clarissa@
restorativeprograms.
org. Positions open un-
til filled. CRP is an 
EOE. (12/30/23)

COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY seek-
i n g  A S S I S T A N T 
MANAGER located at 
the SAN LUIS VAL-
L E Y  R E S E A RC H 
CENTER NEAR CEN-
TER, Colorado. Min. 
Requirements include 
an earned BS/BA de-
gree +3 yrs. profes-
sional exp. or Master’s 
degree. Professional 
experience in related 
field crop production 
i nclud i ng  releva nt 
knowledge of cropping 
and irrigation systems. 
Read full job descrip-
tion and apply online 
at https://jobs.colostate.
edu/postings/136415 by 
12/31/2023 for ful l 
consideration. CSU is 
an EO/EA/AA em-
ployer and conducts 
background checks on 
all final candidates. 
(12/30/23AS)

EXECUTIVE CO-
ORDINATOR: JOIN 
us and make an impact! 
Executive Coordinator 
wanted at SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O CA L 
FOODS COALITION. 
Manage budgets, fun-
draising, and projects 
for a dynamic nonprofit 
fostering local food 
equity. Bilingual Eng-
lish/Spanish preferred. 
32 hrs/week, $25/hr. 
Benefits include PTO, 
holidays, health/dental 
insurance, and more. 
Send your Resume and 
Cover Letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. For more 
information, visit our 
website at www.slv-
localfoods.org/jobs/ 
(1/2/24AS) 

MARKET & OUT-
REACH COORDINA-
TOR: Join Us and Make 
a Difference! Market 
& Outreach Coordi-
nator Opportunity at 
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
LOCAL FOODS CO-
A LI TION. Elevate 
our programs through 
marketing, events, and 
community engage-
ment. Bilingual Eng-
lish/Spanish preferred. 
32-40 hrs/week, $23/
hr. Enjoy benefits like 
PTO, holidays, health/
dental insurance, and 
more.  Submit your 
Resume and Cover 
Letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Details at www.
s lvlo c a l fo o d s. o rg /
jobs/. Act now to be 
part of positive change! 
(1/2/23AS)

HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
COACH needed at DEL 
NORT E J R.  H IGH 
SCHOOL. Experience 
as a coach or assistant 
coach at the middle 
school and or high school 
level is preferred. Must 
possess: effective coach-
ing techniques and a 
thorough knowledge of 
the rules of the sport; 
and have the ability to 
establish and maintain 
effective working rela-
tionships with school 
administrators, parents, 
and students. Please 
contact Gibbs Sanchez, 
Athletic Director, at: 
gsanchez@urtigers.co 
719-657-4020; or An-
nie Hardy, Principal, at: 
ahardy@urtigers.co , 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions may be found on 
our website, urtigers.
co. (12/30/23AS)

BOOKKEEPER: LO-
CA L ,  W E L L -R E -
S P E C T E D  N O N -
PROFIT agency hiring 
a full-time bookkeeper. 
Responsibilities include 
payroll and benefits ad-
ministration and sup-
port for other accounting 
projects. We’re looking 
for a motivated, values-
driven individual with 
experience in Quick-
Books, Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of serving others. 
Salary $40k-45k, DOE, 
full benefit package. 
Send cover letter, re-
sume/request job de-
scription to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719-589-5909 
ext238. www.lapuente.
net (12/20/23AS)

DEL NORT E J R /
SR HIGH SCHOOL 
is accepting applica-
tions for a SECOND-
ARY FOREIGN LAN-
GUAGE TEACHER 
and ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE LEARNER 
(ELL) K-12 SITE CO-
ORDINATOR. The ap-
plicant will need to able 
to teach Spanish. The 
applicant will also be 
responsible for manag-
ing the ELL require-
ments of CDE, includ-
ing ACCESS testing for 
ELLs, ELL identifica-
tion, and ELL classroom 
supports. If interested, 
please send a completed 
application, resume, and 
cover letter to Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy at 
(719) 657-4020 for more 
information. Applica-
tions can be download-
ed from www.urtigers.
co. (12/15/23AS)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT. Must have a 
high school diploma 
and or GED and some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (12/15/23AS)

SALAZAR MEATS 
NEAR MANASSA in-
terviewing for salaried, 
full-time MANAGE-
M EN T POSI T ION, 
starting $40-50K based 
on experience. Please 
call 347-407-1622 for 
next steps in the hiring 
process. (12/15/23AS)

DE L O S S I N DU S -
TRIES IN ALAMOSA 
is Hiring Full-Time, 
40 Hours Per Week, 
Wages 24 to 40 Dol-
lars Per Hour. Looking 
to hire: EQUIPMENT 
MECHANICS, ME-
CHANICS HELPER, 
WELDERS and MA-
CHINIST. The me-
chanics helper will be 
pared with a mechanic 
in the shop. Primary 
equipment serviced and 
maintained are forklifts 
and materials handling 
related equipment. This 
is a full-time position, 
40 hours per week. Paid 
vacation and sick leave. 
Health insurance may 
be provided. Pay rate is 
24 to 40 dollars per hour, 
depending on experi-
ence. Tools are provided. 
Must have clean driving 
record, CDL is a plus. 
Must pass drug test and 
background check. Must 
have stable work history. 
This is a career opportu-
nity with a stable com-
pany that has been in the 
Valley for 36 years. Shop 
is located in Alamosa, 
CO. Call 719-589-3213 
for interview or send 
resume to DelossJohn@
aol.com. (1/13/23AS)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flexible, 
and dependable. Apply 
in person, 2205 State 
St reet,  ALAMOSA. 
(TFN-AS)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
DELIVERING THE 
VALLEY COURIER. 
Contact Keith at 719-
589-2553. (2/26-TFN-
AS)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various qual-
ity and pricing. 719-
850-8917. (1/10/24AS-
monthly)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. Small 
bales, HORSE HAY 
QUA L I T Y.  USDA 
c e r t i f i e d .  C a l l  o r 
text (719)657-1876. 
(12/19/23AS)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(12/29/23AS)

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (1/9/24AS)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

SALE BLACK AN-
GUS HI-ALTITUDE 
BULLS calving ease 
Brink Livestock Ser-
vices. 800-641-3750 / 
direct line 719-580-
3526 www.brinklive-
stock.net (12/30/23AS)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

ANTIQUE 3 FT. SAN-
TA CLAUS; moves & 
plays 5 songs, $50. 719-
298-2175. (12/20/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

OAK ENTERTAIN-
M EN T CEN T ER; 
minor scratches from 
TV, $200/obo. 719-588-
7982. (E-TFNAS)

A K C  F R E N C H 
BULLDOG PUPPIES, 
Ready December 24TH, 
full DNA, chipped, 
wormed, shots, started 
on crate & potty train-
ing. Solid, Brindle & 
Merle $3,500 719-640-
6404. (12/16/23AS)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN-AS)

M U LT I P L E  3 5 + 
ACRE TRACTS For 
Sale. The Rio Grande 
Water Conservation 
District is accepting 
sealed bids for tracts 
of land LOCATED AT 
14355 G.5, ANTONI-
TO. The minimum ac-
ceptable bid is $2,000/
acre. Bids must be re-
ceived by U.S. mail 
or hand delivered to 
the RGWCD’s office 
at 8805 Independence 
Way, Alamosa, CO 
81101. Detailed infor-
mation regarding the 
tracts is available for 
review by appointment 
at the RGWCD office or 
by visiting the District’s 
website at www.rgwcd.
org/subdistrict-no-3/
publicbid. The land 
may be inspected with 
District personnel by 
appointment only. Ap-
pointments can be made 
by calling the District 
office at (719) 589-6301 
or by emailing angelo@
rgwcd.org. Bids must be 
received no later than 
4:00 p.m. on January 
31st, 2024. Late bids 
will not be accepted.  
The District reserves 
the right to reject any 
bid in its sole discretion. 
(1/27/2024AS)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

RENT COMMER-
CIAL SPACE HAIR 
SA L O N  8 0 0 - 6 41-
3750 / 719-480-3932. 
(12/30/23AS)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)

FOR SALE: FAM-
ILY owned since 1949, 
MODE L  A  F OR D 
1929. Excellent condi-
tion, new tires, $18,500. 
Serious inquires only. 
Text 719-849-1722. 
(12/16/23AS)

2015 RAM LONG-
HORN ECO DIESEL, 
4-wheel drive, red over 
cream, 103,000 miles, 
$26,500. 719-376-5639. 
(12/19/23AS)
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 DEAR ABBY: My wife 
is a very attractive 56. For 
years she has wanted Bo-
tox treatments. Recently, 
it has become more seri-
ous because she feels she 
looks like a grandmother. 
I (and others) continue 
to tell her how great she 
looks, especially when she 
dresses up. 

 I also tell her Botox is 
a short-term fix and will 
require subsequent treat-
ments. Additionally, with 
each treatment, she will 
risk potential problems of 
infection, allergic reaction 
or medical mistakes. I re-
mind her of the treatments 
that have gone wrong and 
that none of those women 
went to their doctors ask-
ing to look like a retired 
boxer. 

 At this point, I’m con-
cerned she may be de-
pressed about aging and 
wants to do something 
to improve her looks, but 
I’m standing in her way. 
I love her just as she is, 
and I don’t want her to do 
anything that ultimately 
could do damage. To me, 
the ultimate “depression” 
would be doing something 
harmful that can’t be cor-
rected. Please advise me. 
-- LOVES HER THE WAY 
SHE IS

 DEAR LOVES: You 
clearly adore your wife 
and want what is best for 
her. That’s why you should 
consider scheduling a 
consultation for BOTH of 

you with a board-certified 
dermatologist who can 
explain the benefits and 
risks of using Botox. It 
may put some of your 
concerns to rest. 

 When administered by 
a medical professional, 
there is little risk of a bad 
outcome. While you are 
correct that the effects 
last only a few months, 
Botox is popular among 
women in her age group 
and those even younger. 
The only drawback is that 
it isn’t cheap. (During 
your discussion, you may 
also want to ask about 
other products that are 
available and last longer, 
such as fillers.) 

 DEAR ABBY: I let 
a friend who was going 
through a hard time stay 
on my couch when he 
would get too drunk to 
drive. Eleven years later, 
he’s still here. I told him 
from the beginning not to 
get hooked or fall in love 
with me, because I knew I 
would never feel the same. 

 He has taken over my 
home with his collections 
but won’t sell anything. 
He also doesn’t pay any 
bills. I do not like his 
drinking. I am sober. He 
yells and screams for sex, 
but I don’t give in. I told 
him he needs to move on. 

 I’m on disability and a 
fixed income. Legal evic-
tion? Restraining order? 
He has threatened to 
walk away and leave me 

to deal with all his junk. 
Help! -- INVADED IN 
MISSOURI

 DEAR INVADED: You 
have been too kind for 
far too long. Before doing 
anything, talk with an 
attorney because of the 
length of time you have 
allowed this person to 
live with you (rent-free). 
If you can’t afford legal 
counsel, reach out to your 
local Legal Aid or Legal 
Services office. 

 If the freeloader agrees 
to go, leaving his “collec-
tions” behind, you may be 
able to sell or donate the 
items. Should he refuse to 
leave your home, you may 
have to formally evict him 
which, depending upon 
the laws in your state, 
could be complicated with-
out legal guidance.

Man cites safety concerns 
when wife looks to botox


