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Shorts

Center Kiwanis
Christmas Parade
time change

CENTER — The Center
Kiwanis Christmas Parade has
changed the time to 11 a.m. on
Dec. 16. Entries are asked to line
up between Worth and Broadway
on 2nd Street at 10:30 a.m.

Cash prizes are being awarded
to the top three floats — $100
for first, $75 for second and $50
for third.

Santa Claus will be at Casa
Blanca Park following the parade.

For more information, contact
Kiwanis member Dick Ramsetter
at 719-580-3329.

Ribbon cutting for
Chavez Designs
Dec. 15

MONTE VISTA — A ribbon
cutting and grand opening for
Chavez Designs Floral Shop, 321
Stallo, Monte Vista, is scheduled for
noon on Dec. 15, the Monte Vista
Chamber of Commerce recently
announced.

There will be lunch, snacks,
coffee,and cookies provided. There
will be a raffle and giveaways.

Winter Coat Drive

underway

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa
Housing Authority is having a
winter coat drive. If you have a
new or almost new coat you can
donate, contact the authority at
719-589-6694.

San Luis Parade of
Lights Dec. 16

SAN LUIS — American Legion
Post No. 142 in San Luis will have a
Parade of Lights on Dec. 16 thanks
to the support and assistance from
the Sangre de Cristo Ranch owners
group.

Staging starts at 4:30 p.m. The
parade starts at 6 p.m. After about
a mile parade route, it ends at the
American Legion Post No. 142,
where there will be warm drinks
and snacks.

To be part of the parade, contact
Post Commander Wade Eppler at
wadeeppler@yahoo.com.

Ski and gear swap is
Dec. 20

CRESTONE — The Crestone
Charter School is having a ski and
gear swap from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Dec. 20. The school is
located at 330 East Lime Ave. in
Crestone.

For information, call 719-256-
1907.

Wellness Center at Rio Grande Hospital taking shape

In the photo on left are the first foundations for the extended-care cottages located on the south
side of the new Rio Grande Wellness Center at the Rio Grande Hospital.

- | BYRIO GRANDE HOSPITAL

Courtesy photo

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande Hospital is creating
a place with unique new services and education
for our communities. Its Wellness Center will be a
training and learning center offering ways to focus
on wellness and prevention.

According to architect, Lisa Carpenter,
project has truly been a dream. My favorite projects
are anytime I get to design a building or space that
will function to improve people’s lives, and I believe
this building will impact a lot of lives”

How will the Wellness Center serve people; how
will they use it? Here are some highlights:

Visitors will beable canlearn howto eata healthier
diet through cooking classes. The Teaching Kitchen
will provide demonstrations of tasty and cost-
effective recipes. Classes will further impart the

“This

Please see WELLNESS on Page 2A

Local Pearl Harbor survivor
Blake attends ceremony 1rtually

Monte Vista theater
operator made it

possible

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Veteran
and Pearl Harbor survivor George
Blake took part in a Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Ceremony on Dec. 7
via Zoom thanks to the effort of local
businessman Bob Richards.
Richardsallowed Blake, 102, the use
ofthe Vali 3 Theatre to virtuallyattend
the ceremony at the Pearl Harbor
National Memorial in Hawaii on the
big screen. Movie theater operator,
Richards, opened it up to the public

Please see BLAKE on Page 4A

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Veteran and Pearl Harbor survivor George Blake stands along with Pam Self, who is the director of the Colorado
Veterans Community Living Center at Homelake, during the playing of the National Anthem at Vali 3 Theater

on Dec. 7 in Monte Vista.

South Fork ice-skating rink opens

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
SOUTH FORK — The South Fork
Visitor Center has announced that
the newly improved ice-skating rink
at Rickel Park just east of South Fork
town proper is open for the winter
season. Though temperatures have
started to warm in the days since the

announcement, the rink is holding
steady for the time being.

Ove the course of the summer, the
South Fork Friends Foundation in
partnership with the Town of South
Fork and many generous donors, a
large cement pad was poured for the
new rink. Funding for the project

included donations and grants. The
court-icerinkis 108-feet-by-115-feet
poured concrete-rebar pad that will
be a multi-functional platform for
basketball and skateboarding in the
summer and an ice rink in the winter.

The foundation has had a
successful year and announced

this past spring that they were
awarded two grants to help fund
the project. The ice-skating rink is
one of the main attractions in South
Fork during the winter months and
though it has been available for
public use for several years, having

Please see RINK on Page 2A

RG Bank partners with Banzai to help schools

Provzdmig remote
financial literacy
learning resources

STAFF REPORT

RIO GRANDE COUNTY - RG
Bank is bringing financial literacy
education to over 1,680 students in
several Colorado counties. Studentsat
10 schools have free access to Banzai,
an award-winning online program
and content library that allows users
to practice real-world finance from

It Doesn’t grow on trees.
But it might with this rate!

4.25% APY*

the safety of their home or classroom
using any internet-enabled device.
At a time when a solid foundation
of practical financial knowledge is
critical, these resources will make
a huge impact on users. All of these
resources are available to students
at home or in the classroom via any
device that can access the internet.
“Banzai is a web-based financial
literacy program. Kids get their own
accounts, and they work through
assignments that are based on real
life? says Morgan Vandagrift, co-
Please see HELP on Page 2A

For 13 month Certificate of Deposit

*Annual Pertenlage Yield (APY}is. accuate as 0f8/15/23. Substantial penalty for eary withdrawal. CD will automatically renew at the end of the term for 1

onths. Fees on account may reduice eamlnngnlmum balanceto opeis $500. Minimum balance requuedto ean the APYis SSDﬂ. Ll
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Del Norte Parade of Lights brings joy on Friday RINK c..coooa o Page 1/ e

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — Del Norte’s annual
Parade of Lights is on Friday, Dec. 15, at
6 p.m. and it is an event that should not
be missed. This year’s theme is an ode to
a classic Christmas movie that has been
shared through living rooms since 1964
and will now grace the streets of Del
Norte on Dec. 15.

Parade participants can let their
imaginations fly as they decorate floats,
businesses,andhomesthroughouttown
as the “Island of Misfit Toys” This theme
isawonderful opportunitytomakeuseof
old toys and to get creative with displays
for the holiday season. Join in on the fun
and bring a touch of Christmas to town
for thiswonderful timeofyear. Residents
and businesses are invited to participate
this year in lighting up Del Norte.

Those wanting to participate in
the parade need only to decorate
their vehicles, trailers, AT Vs, vintage
vehicles or even themselves to join in
on the fun. The night is packed full of
opportunities for some last-minute
Christmas shopping at local businesses

and a chance to meet Santa at the
High Valley Community Center. Local
merchants will host sales and holiday
fun throughout December, so be sure
to support local businesses this season.

The Del Norte Chamber of Commerce
and the 1% For Del Norte Committee has
setupaMerchant Passportthatisavailable
at participating businesses where shopper
can fill out the card while they shop and
receivealocalbusinessdiscount, rewardsor
freegiftsdependingonhowthecardisfilled
out. Shoppers can use their creativity to
show their support for thelocal businesses
and community by participating.

Be sure while attending the festivities
throughout town to stop into the Del
Norte Public Library which will be
hosting an open house after the parade
featuring snacks, warm beverages, free
goodybagsandachildrenscrafttoenjoy.
DelNorte Public Library Director Susan
Williams also said that there will be a
widerange of Christmasstoriesavailable
to check out and read.

Along with the Merchant Open
House on the evening of the parade,

the Rio Grande County Museum is
hosting an adult-only presentation
on the Christmas Camp, Fremont’s
Fatal Fourth Expedition with Keynote
Speakers, retired Archeologist Ken
Frye and Rio Grande National Forest
Fisheriesand Wildlife Program Manager
Jason Remshardt. The museum will be
open at 4:30 p.m. with the presentation
beginning at 5:15 p.m. and will finish
before the start of the parade.

This is a great opportunity to learn
about one of the most infamous
expeditions known throughout the
western United Statesand beyond. Both
Fryeand Remshardthaveresearchedand
worked with archeological teams on the
actual Christmas Camp site and have
spent years learning all there is to know
about the fatal expedition that claimed
the lives of several men and burros.

Fireworks will follow the parade
from the top of Lookout Mountain (D
Mountain) so be sure to stick around
for additional holiday celebrations! For
more information, please visit www.
delnortechamber.org!

WELLNESS c..ocasiom page 1h oo

health benefits of cooking and eating
a plant-slant diet, such as boosting
immunity and gut health, helping
withblood pressure, or strengthening
bones.

Those who have chronic kidney
disease or diabetes, can receive
training in preparing home meals
that willnotaggravate their condition;
or be coached on ways to substitute
ingredientsand ways toblend in herbs
and spices.

The Center will have a Community
Lounge to connect with others. This
welcoming space is large and roomy;,
yetintimate and comfortable enough
tohavea conversation over coffee with
a friend, watch the bison herd, read a
book, use a computer, or just relax in
a peaceful atmosphere.

In addition, the lounge will create
a safe place where families can talk,
share, and enjoy time together during
convalescence.

A large Community Hall with up-
Valley views, will provide a barrier-
free meeting space during the day for
the hospital staff to come together,

and at night for large community
groups, local businesses, and service
organization events.

Thehallwillaccommodateactivities
suchascateredevents,seminars, health
conferences, prevention workshops,
annual meetings, retreats for local
organizations, or employee wellness
programs for local businesses.

The Wellness Center’s Fitness
Studio will allow the public and
hospital staft to attend Yoga, CrossFit
Movement, or Tai Chi classes. People
canuseavariety of exerciseequipment
while learning ways to exercise at
home for stress reduction or toning
the body.

Thestudiowillbea placeto practice
good health after medical treatment
or diagnosis. For patients who
graduated from cardio/pulmonary
rehab, it provides transitional wellness
programs.

The inviting outdoor walkways are
safe walking paths benefiting mobility
and social networking.

In the Garden Meeting Room
patients, staff,and communitymembers

can meet in private while enjoying the
benefits of a “living herb wall” This is
an indoor vertical herbal plant garden
withinformation showinghowto grow
and cook with herbs.

The room functions as a place to
hostworkshopsand training sessions.
Learnhowto deal withillness through
lifestyle changes, better cope with
serious anxiety, or experience and
practice the multiple elements of
mindfulness within a support group.

Two private quiet rooms will allow
peopletositback, unwind, and reflect.
The rooms will be beneficial to those
needing to calm from crisis incident
stress or to those who are experiencing
job stress.

Plans for the Wellness Center
include facilitating computer training
and providing computers for patients
to catch up on missed work, for
upskilling the staff, and for the public.

The facility will be focused on
sharing holistic health practices
with staff and the community
through hands-on experiences to
form healthier lifestyle habits.

H E L P Continued from Page 1A e ——————————————————

founder of Banzai. “But because RG
Bank is sponsoring it, local schools
get it for free. More than ever, it’s
important that kids develop sound
financial skills to prepare them for
the real world, and RG Bank realizes
that and theyre doing something
about it
Banzaicontentbuildsafoundation
of practical knowledge and gives
students the tools to create a sound
financial future. While students
learn, teachers can easily monitor
and grade their progress remotely.
After finishing Banzai, students
will know how to track where
their money is and what it’s for,
recognize financial trade-offs, build
a budget, and more. Ata time when
many are facing unprecedented
financial challenges, these lessons
areinvaluable. The Banzairesources
are available atrgbank.teachbanzai.
com.
RG Bank is working with Banzai
to build financial literacy in the
community byinvesting time, money,
industry experience, and a variety of
bank resources. Beyond the Banzai
library, RG Bank also offers virtual
or in-classroom presentations from
local experts on timely topics.
Banzai resources are used by over
100,000 teachers across the U.S. The
courses align with Colorados state

curriculum requirements, making
the program a fun way for students
to gain vital financial literacy skills.
According to the RG Bank website,
eight schools in the valley are
currently being sponsored including
Alamosa High School, Antonito
High School, Centauri High School,
Creede High School, Monte Vista
Senior High School, Ortega Middle

School, Sargent Junior High School
and Sargent High School.

Teachers interested in using the
Banzai program with their class can
visit rgbank.teachbanzai.com or call
888-8-BANZAL

For moreinformationabout Banzai
visit banzai.org

For more information about RG
Bank visit rgbank.bank

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
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Call 852-3531

itplaced ona permanent foundation
will help with the quality of the ice.

According to the foundation,
other uses can be pickleball, roller
blading, roller skating, ice hockey,
and bicycling, for example. The
foundation worked with the Town of
South Forkand True Grit Excavation.
The foundation received a $20,000
grant from the Robert Hoag Rawlings
Foundation in Pueblo and $30,000
from Rio Grande County.

Three years ago, a new shed was
built near the rink and thanks to
the generous donations from local
businesseslike 8200 Sportsand others,
the warming hut was filled with ice

skates that can be used by the public
for free.

The organization in partnership
with the South Fork Visitor Center
will be hosting several events this
winter including Saturday Night Skate
Night, bonfires, curling competitions
and more.

Events for the winter will begin in
January and more will be planned
for the area in the summertime. The
rink is cared for by the Town of South
Fork Road and Bridge department.
A donation box is located inside the
warming shed with the ice skates.

For more information, visit www.
southfork.org.

OBITUARY

Janys R. Jones

Life-long Monte Vista resident
Janys R. Jones, 91, passed away
on Dec. 1, 2023, at River Valley
Rehabilitation Center in Del Norte,
Colo. Janys was born during a very
stormy night on Jefferson Street on
Jan. 28, 1932, to Harold and Cody
Schall. She grew up on 222 Davis
St. and graduated from Monte Vista
High School in 1950. She married
Clyde Jones on April 9, 1951, in
Monte Vista, Colo., and raised six
children at their family home on
Highway 160.

Janys was involved in Eastern
Star, Bridge Club, and Grey Wolf’s
Ski Club. She had a love for skiing
and skied at Wolf Creek Ski Area
for over 60 years. She organized a
group of women to do ladies hair at
the Veterans Center and was involved
with that for 30-plus years. She was
also named Monte Vista’s “Woman
of the Year” in 2004.

Janys was dedicated to her family
and was happiest when she was
surrounded by them. She was
especially fond of spending time
at their family cabin at Ptarmigan
Meadows. She loved feeding the
birds at home and at the cabin and
knew most of the native flowers in
the mountains around their cabin.

Janys was quite a character that
never knew a stranger, was a giving
and caring person, she had a great
sense of humor, was loved, and
adored by many and made everyone
around her feel comfortable in her
presence.

Janys is survived by her children:
Art (Vicki) Jones of Monte Vista,

Cheryl Jones (Neil Seneft) of Monte
Vista, Cherie Muller of Highlands
Ranch, Colo., Jere (Robin) Jones
of Gunnison, Colo., and Kenny
Jones of Blanca, Colo., as well
as 12 grandchildren, 17 great-
grandchildren and two great-
great-grandchildren, sister-in-law
Peg Schall, and many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, husband Clyde, son
Doug, son-in-law Gary Muller,
sister Shirley Mabray and brother
Don Schall.

Cremationwaschosenand services
will be determined at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
maybemadeto TheKid’s Connection,
Monte Vista, Colo., in memory of
Janys Jones.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care
of the arrangements to leave online
condolences, tributes, and words of
comfort for Janys’ family, please visit
www.RogersFunerals.com.

PERFECTION

Butcher's Deluxe Package
4 Butcher's Cut Top Sidoins (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlels (4 oz.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 PREE PureGrourd™ Fiat Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

$ggss

Limited Time: Gat 8 FREE Burgers

TAZ228HS Y ERE A
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

S EFFORILESS

Order Now! » OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8721 | 1.844.300.6646
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 742225HS
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

Tuck and Roll

It’s been “the week” I have to say.

As many of you know OI’ Dutch
has a cattle ranch down in Texas
which means I have to take care of
them. These past two weeks have
been hard on me as we had a baby
calf who would not eat and despite
heroic efforts on Miss Trixie’s part,
the calf didn’t make it.

Ithink losing babies is about the
hardest part of raising any animals
as we feel so helpless, and it sure
does stretch the old heart strings a
tad. O’ Dutch is thinking he may
be too soft-hearted to be a rancher
now asitsuredoesbother me, more
so lately, it seems.

Life does go on and hopefully
we will have a few more babies on
board soon to watch run around
the property.

We had struggled last week with
80-degree temperatures outside
and even had the air conditioner
on for a few days to compensate
for that global warming.

But now it’s reversed course
and the temperatures have cooled
considerably and Ol’ Dutch is
“cold” Of course, that term is
all relative to my friends and
neighbors in the high elevations
of Colorado and, in Kansas, we'd
call it a heat wave.

I either got used to a warmer
clime or I am getting old, and I feel
it more. Regardless, neither Mr.
Cooper nor I like any extremes in
the thermometer, so I tend to move
around to avoid the discomfort.

With the downward slide of the
old heat measurer, O’ Dutch has
turned on the electric blanket and
simmered away the night like a big
old pot roast on Sunday Morning.
And while I spend about half the
night uncovered due to being hot,
it’s sure nice to crawl into after
taking Mr. Cooper out in the
middle of the night for one of his
pee breaks.

The only real issue I do have at
night is waking up with no covers.
At least on my side. Most of you
can relate to the fact that learning
to sleep with another person can
certainly have its challenges. And
even though Miss Trixie is darned
near perfect in all her waking
moments, her sleeping ones leave
a lot to be desired.

For she has perfected what I
call the “drop and roll” technique
of blanket acquisition. This
technique comes from the training
videos about what to do in case
you catch on fire. They all say

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

to drop to the ground and roll
around like a dog or a dead fish
until either the flames go out or
you are medium well.

This supposedly puts out the
flames, butI am not sure who could
ever remember those instructions
if they were suddenly turned into
a Roman Candle.

But Miss Trixie has modified
that to her sleeping positions and
winter exacerbates that since OI’
Dutch ends up blanket less and
cold.

So here is how it works. She gets
intobed and tucks the covers under
her chin and armpits, says a hasty
good night and then rolls toward
the window. This causes a tsunami
of sheets and covers and quilts and
duvets across my stomach and Mr.
Cooper and I are left as dry as a
herring on a low tide beach.

Some of you may say we probably
smell like that too and we resemble
that remark but it’s still the start
of a wrestling match to regain
enough covers to at least keep us
from freezing to death.

Miss Trixie does get up bright
and early and leaves me and
Cooper in bed and that is the best
two hours of sleep I get all night
long. Blankets are loose and comfy,
and we spread out like margarine
on a hot dinner roll at Christmas.

Speaking of which we are about
two weeks out on that Happy
Holiday and so it’s time you all
get out there and get those gifts
bought. And let me reassure you
that no gift is too large when you
are thinking of O’ Dutch.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com.
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What really affects hunting in the West

By LESLIE ALLISON

A disgruntled hunter wrote a
Writers on the Range opinion recently
about Westerners getting fed up with
the many out-of-staters coming in
and buying up draw licenses to shoot
bullelk, deer, bear and other big game
animals.

As a hunter myself, I understand
their frustration.

But reducing non-resident tags, as
Andrew Carpenter suggests, takes us
in the wrong direction. The greatest
threattohuntingnowandin the future
is the loss of habitat.

Private lands provide up to 80%
of habitat for all wildlife species,
including critical winter range that’s
the limiting factor for most big
game populations. Yet these family
farms and ranches are struggling for
economic survivaland in many places
are under immense development
pressure.

According to the American
Farmland Trust, Colorado is on track
to lose approximately a half-million
acres of open land in the next two
decades. Other states have similarly
alarming projections. As these lands
disappear, so does the wildlife they
support.

Income generated by providing
access and outfitting services to
out-of-state hunters is one of the few
economic lifelines keeping ranches
and habitat intact.

As New Mexico rancher Jack
Diamond explained, “Without non-
resident hunters, we couldn’t survive
atthis pointin theranchingbusiness. I
don’twantto see this place subdivided,
but wed have to consider that as a
last resort”

David Olde, also a rancher from
New Mexico, concurred: “We ended
up with so many elk that we had
to reduce our cattle. If T can’t sell
hunts, what can I do — turn it into
ranchettes?”

For thefourth-generation Bramwell
family ranch in Colorado, hunting
income is an integral part of their
operation.

“Our out-of-state clients have been
coming here to hunt for generations,”
DarlaBramwellsaid. “These migratory
animals do not care whose grass they
are eating or whose fences they tear
down as they come from forest lands
to eat in our hay meadows at night.
Without the income from the non-

buy gas, propane, groceries. We also
pay state gross receipts tax on the
entire hunt”

Third, state wildlife agencies
depend on the high license fees they
charge out-of-state hunters.

Fourth, the loss of visiting hunters
would remove incentives for

resident hunters,
something would
have to give”
Most states
already heavily
favor resident
hunters, both
in draw quotas
and license fees.
In Colorado, for
example, residents
are now allocated
75% of licenses
while non-
residents receive
only 25%. Further,

Writers on the Range
by Leslie Allison

prospective ranch
buyers to invest
in conserving and
managing land for
wildlife.

Finally, it would
also mean more
hunters crowding
public lands and
forcing elk to seek
refuge on private
lands, reducing
hunteropportunity
and creating a
lower-quality hunt
experience.

non-residents
typically pay hundreds of dollars
more per license than residents. In
Coloradoaresidentbullelk tagis $61.
A non-residentbull elk tag costs $760.

Several things happen when non-
resident licenses are further reduced.
First, it squeezes the bottom line of
family farmsand ranches that support
wildlife and depend on hunting for a
portion of their income.

Second, it harms local livelihoods
andruraleconomies. Visitinghunters
outspend resident hunters by a large
margin, supportinglocal restaurants,
hotels, stores, outfitting services
and the local tax base in rural
communities.

As Bramwell said, “When our
out-of-state hunters come here, they
not only support our family but they
support our community. They buy
local gifts, food, fuel, lodging, meat
processing and taxidermy work.”

Diamond’s operation supports
between seven to 10 guides from
August through December. “These
are good-paying jobs and the money
generated is all spent locally in the
two counties we live in,” he said. “We

Pulling the
economic rug out from under private
lands and wildlife isn’t the answer. So,
what is a better solution?

We need to increase, not decrease,
incentives for landowners to
conserve habitatand provide hunting
opportunities. We should bolster,
not undermine, the role of hunting
in supporting agricultural lands and
rural economies. And we need to
improve wildlife habitat on public
lands with better management of our
forests and rangelands.

The future ofhunting— and wildlife
— both depend on landowners and
sportsmen working together to
sustain our remaining wild and
working lands.

Lesli Allison is a contributor
to Writers on the Range, an
independent nonprofit dedicated
to spurring conversation about the
West. She is CEO of the Western
Landowners Alliance, a West-wide,
landowner-led organization that
supports working lands, connected
landscapes and native species. www.
westernlandowners.org.
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The Spa hosting
a winter opening

Dec. 29

SOUTH FORK — The Spa
at Tiny Timbers will be hosting
a winter opening at 4 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 29. People will
have the opportunity to explore
what the spa has to offer, book
appointments, purchase retail,
and buy gift cards during this
time. Refreshments will be
available.

The Spa is located at 28422
Highway 160, South Fork. For
more information, call 719-
657-7501

Special MV City
Council meeting

set for Dec 14

MONTE VISTA — The Monte
Vista City Council is having a
special meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
Dec. 14, at City Hall, 95 West
First. The agenda is posted on
the city’s website and on its
Facebook page.

City Council’sregular meeting
on Dec. 21, will be canceled,
according to city officials.

B LA K E Continued from Page 1A

so people could show their support
for Blake, who lives at the Colorado
Veterans Community Living Center
at Homelake.

For many years Blake traveled to
Hawaii to attend the ceremony at
the Pear]l Harbor National Memorial
on Dec. 7, but was not able to make
it this year.

At least 75 people attended the
ceremony for Blake and sat in the
theater with him. At the ceremony,
they could see Blake and everyone
sitting with him. They spoke about
Blake and mentioned what an honor
it was to still have him. There was a
salute given on the big screen from
Hawaii.

The entire theater clapped and
cheered when theyheard the mention
of Blake.

“Also, a special welcome to Mr.
George Blake, who is watching
virtually with many ofhis friends and
fellow Veterans, from the Veterans
Community Living Center. Mr. Blake
served with the 41st Post Artillery
Regimen. The last known living post
artillery soldier who served at the
Hawaii postartillerycommandhereat
Fort Kamehameha, during the attack
on Pearl Harbor,” the emcee of the
ceremony said.

There were various speakers
throughout the ceremony in Hawaii.
Some of the speakersspokespecifically
about certain fallen soldiers who lost
their lives at Pearl Harbor. Blake was
mentioned many times as a survivor.

John Hanson, son of Private Henry
Hanson, was one ofthe guest speakers.
He spoke about his father and about
Blake.

“It really is a humbling privilege
to be here with the venerable George
Blake once again, who was also here
defending the nation that fateful day
(Dec.7,1941),and who hasremained
dedicated to remembering for 82
years, remembering those who fought
and died here especially. You may not
agree butyouareaherosir. Thank you
for your service and for profoundly
inspiring all of us,” Hanson said.

Years ago, on a trip back to Hawaii
Blake wrote a poem entitled “Whyyou
notme.” Init, Blake asks why so many
other people died at Pearl Harbor, yet
hislife was spared. The poem wasalso
read in Hawaii.

Bring your pets to meet Santa,
support a wonderful cause

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — The South Fork
Friends Foundation is kicking oft a
new fundraiser this holiday season
and there will be a chance for the
community of South Fork to give
back on Dec. 20 from 6 to 8 p.m.
The event is for dogs only and those
interested can come and have their
dog’s picture taken with Santa for a
minimal donation that will go toward
the South Fork Veterinary Clinic Pet
Rescue.

For the past several months, the
South Fork Pet Rescue has been
providing no-cost housing, minor
medical procedures, food, fostering
services, and other compassionate
care to stray dogs and cats in the area.

The rescue was started by the
South Fork Veterinary Clinic to
address some of the animal issues
within the community. Whether itbe
attending to stray cats in need of care
or neutering or help with veterinary
bills for medical procedures, the fund
is set up to help with anything and

At the end of the ceremony, Blake
was helped to the front of the theater
foraquestion-and-answer periodand
a special presentation.

Richards was touched by the poem
and worked with James Pacheco of
the Polished Edge to design a small
version of it on a piece of granite that
was presented to Blake.

Richardsasked Blake to explain why
he wrote the poem. Blake said he was
at Pearl Harbor visiting like he often
did, and that there was a room with
names of everyone who had died at
Pear] Harbor. He explained that he
couldn’t sleep that night thinking
about how many people had died.

“I got to thinking about it and they
were just kids, the average age of the
ones that died were 17-19 years old. I
thought about it, and I thought if the
Lord decides who lives and who dies,
how come he took all those people,
and I am still here. When I got up in
the morning, I took those thoughts
and put them into a rhyme. It’s been
shown in several places around the
country, Blake said.

anyone with animal care needs.

“We want to help offset the costs
of these services with this fundraiser.
People can have their dogs photo
taken with Santa and receive a print
for a donation of $25 or a digital file
for $20, said South Fork Friends
Foundation President Luke Brennan.
Brennan kicked off the fundraiser
with a $200 donation from the
foundation.

People can support a wonderful
cause in the South Fork area and help
animals along the way. The event is
held and sponsored at the LOGE at
Wolf Creek, a new venue that has
been making waves throughout the
community since it opened this past
summer.

South Fork Veterinary Clinic owner
Jodi Duff is the founder of the rescue
andisthe person who administers the
needs and medical care to animals
helped through the fund. Duff will be
present at the fundraiser which will
also include hot chocolate, smores
packets, firepits and more.

stone is planned and placed either
at Faith Hinkley Memorial Park, or
at Homelake.

Blake enlisted in the US Army on
March 5, 1940, and was stationed in
Hawaii for basic training.

On Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, Blake was
headed to the gym to play basketball.
When the attack started, Blake
thought it was a drill.

“Itsoundedlikeanairplanelanding
on a corrugated tin roof;” he said.
“Suddenly we heard explosions and
a rat-a-tat-tat. The sky was full of
planes. It took a while for my mind
to comprehend all that I was seeing.
I thought it was a very realistic drill,
except there were rising suns on those
planes”

Blake survived the Pearl Harbor
attack and stayed in Pearl Harbor,
in Harbor defense. He returned to
the mainland and worked as a Radar
Instructor in Fort Monroe, Va., until
he was discharged on July 15, 1945.
He lived in Salida for 40 years before
moving to Homelake. He turned 102
in January.

o
Courtesy photo
South Fork Friends Foundation President Luke Brennan and South Fork
Veterinarian Jodi Duff pose with a furry friend as Brennan helps kick off
a fundraiser that will be held at the LOGE on Dec. 20 to raise money for
the South Fork Veterinary Clinic Pet Rescue.

James Pacheco, of the Polished Edge, presents Pearl Harbor survivor
George Blake with a piece of granite with a poem Blake wrote about the
Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor during a ceremony on Dec. 7 at Vali
3 Theater in Monte Vista.

people interested in this history.
It's humbling for me to get all this
attention. I was just a 19-year-old

place at the wrong time making
history. I appreciate your interest.,
remembering Pearl Harbor 82 years

A larger version of the poem on  “It's an honor to be here, and have

»

kid who happened to be at the wrong ago.
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MYV children go Christmas ‘Shopping w1th a First Responder

By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA — Thirteen
children took part in the Shopping
with a First Responder event
organized by the Monte Vista Police
Department, the Rio Grande County
Sherift’s Office, Monte Vista EMS,
Colorado State Patrol and the LOR
Foundation on Saturday, Dec. 9.

The children were taken to
Alamosa and shopped at Walmart
for Christmas presents, with a first
responder. The event was funded by
the LOR Foundation’s Monte Vista
office.

According to Monte Vista Police
Chief George Dingfelder, the children
walked through Walmart and picked
out gifts for Christmas. The children
were all smiling and enjoyed the time
spent with firstresponders picking out
gifts. Pictures were taken at Walmart
with the children.

Dingfelder said they worked with
local schools to get connected with
the children.

“Monte Vistaschool teacher Lorelyn
Buss really helped with this event,
Dingfelder said. “We asked the school
to identify families that needed some
help for the holidays. Lorelyn Buss
helped us identify families, kids that
would need some help with some
gifts. We met at Ski Hi this morning
and went over everything that would
take place, with the kids”

Most of the kids rode with the
first responders, either with a cop, or
deputy, or with the ambulance down
to Walmart.

“We spent a couple of hours
this morning taking the kids
shopping,” Dingfelder said. “The LOR
Foundation, Ivette Atencio, helped
with the funding for this, and it was
a great event. The kids were happy.
T

Courtesy photos

Thirteen children took part in the Shopping with a First Responder event organized by the Monte Vista Police Department, the Rio Grande County
Sheriff’s Office, Monte Vista EMS, Colorado State Patrol and the LOR Foundation on Saturday, Dec. 9.

The kids all said thank you, they were
smiling, and they enjoyed it. It was a
lot of fun for them, but to tell you the
truth, the first responders had just as
much fun as the kids did too.”

Chief Dingfelder said that the
parentswere appreciativeand thanked
all the responders for taking the kids.

Dingfelder thanked all of the
partners for their help with the event.

“A big shout out to Walmart for
all their help,” he said. “They were
very gracious and very helpful to all
of us. They were great partners in
all of this. A special thank you also
to the Rio Grande Sherrift’s Office,
all the deputies, and Monte Vista
PD, Monte Vista EMS, the Colorado
State Patrol, Ivette Atencio and the
LOR Foundation, and Lorelyn Buss
at the school”

Courtesy phto

Children shopped with first responders at Walmart in Alamosa on Dec. 9. The Shopping with a First Responder
event was organized by the Monte Vista Police Department, the Rio Grande County Sheriff’s Office, Monte
Vista EMS, Colorado State Patrol and the LOR Foundation.
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn't pay for dental care.

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase
individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small

problems from becoming expensive ones.

The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year.

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.?

Treatment is expensive — especially the
services people over 50 often need.

Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1.219 for a crown®
can be a real burden, especially if you're on a fixed income.

1" Meddicare § You" Canbters for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2021, 2 "How might my oral and denfal health change a5 | ageT", www, usnews.com, 11302018
3 American Derlal Assoclation, Health Policy Institule 2008 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2018, Amernican Dental Associzlion

DENTAL Insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-855-965-3478

Dental50Plus.health/Mvjrnl

‘When you're
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Inchudes the Participating (GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider, Product nol available in all states, Acceplance quarantead for
one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for compbele details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available
in CO, LA, NY; call 1-B00-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250W (ID: C250E; PA: C2500); insurance Policy IS0 (GA: PISDGA; NY:

PISONY; OK: PISOOK: TH: PISOTN). Rider kinds BA38, B439 (GA: B4X9E)
G247-0121

comparing plans ...

» Look for coverage that
helps pay for major services,

» Look for coverage
with no deductibles.

» Shop for coverage
with no annual maximum
on cash benefits,

Simply put — without
dental insurance, there
may be an important
gap in your healthcare
coverage.
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South Fork Kiwanis gives thanks, seeks members

STAFF REPORT

SOUTH FORK — The Kiwanis
Club of South Fork has been hosting
its annual Thanksgiving Dinner for
50 years, but the annual tradition is
in danger of stopping. This year, the
organization welcomed people to the
South Fork Community Center for the
annual dinner and now would like to
reach out and thank the community
for the continued support.

Current club president, Karen
Miller spoke about the eventand gave
thanks to a community who comes
out in style.

“Wewouldlike to thank everybody
that came to dinner to help and to
eat, she said. “Your donations were
so appreciated and enabled us to do
Christmas for the kids in the Valley
and other events. We also appreciate
the food and clothes that were
donated. They willbe putto good use”

Miller said that this year guests
came from as far away as Mexico,
Galveston, Texas, and other areas
around the Valley and beyond. Miller

gave a shout out to local business and
community members who helped
make the dinner a huge success.

“The ownersand staff from Ramon’s
Restaurant came and helped serve
and they did a wonderful job for their
first time. We also had Miss West
Tennessee, our own Heather Brooke
who came to help with the event.
She even had her sash with her and
took pictures throughout the event,”
Miller said.

Miller added that the Kiwanis
branch in South Fork is in danger of
ending due to lack of membership
and made a plea to people who may
be interested in joining. The club
is down to three members, making
events like the Thanksgiving Dinner
and the South Fork Fishing Clinicheld
every June difficult to put together.

“I can't possibly thank everybody
for all the help and for coming to
chow down. Before our Pledge of
Allegiance and the prayer done by
David Daniel of Emmanuel Church,
our member Steven Valdez, madeafew

Courtesy photos by Karen Miller
The South Fork Kiwanis would like to thank everyone who helped with and enjoyed the annual Thanksgiving
Dinner on Thanksgiving Day in South Fork. The event was a success, and the food was once again the talk of
the town. Donations made during the event help bring holiday cheer to local schools during the Christmas
holidays and will also be used for future fundraising events next year.

announcements, one of which was this
may be the last community dinner we
will have. With only three members,
it makes it so hard to do all that work
and get this event rolling. This is our
50th year for our South Fork club and
hate to see it end,” she said.

Miller said if anyone is interested
in getting together, planning some
fun stuff with local children and the
community, they can come to the
club’s meetings, even if it is just to see
what the group has to offer.

“We meet on Thursdays at noon
at Los Chavalos in South Fork and
would absolutely love to have some
new faces. We don't want to stop
doing all the things we do for the
community but it’s pretty rough with
only three people. Please give mea call

us,” Miller said.

Millerat720-313-4834 or by emailing

if you want to find out more about

For more information, contact mkmillermink@aol.com.

Saguache County Board of Commissioners
Seeks Saguache County Planning Commission Members

Saguache County Board of Commissioners are seeking members and alternates from:

Town of Saguache surrounding area — member and alternate

La Garita/Center area — member and alternate

Town of Center and surrounding area - member and alternate

Cochetopa area - alternate

Moffat and surrounding area — alternate

Hooper and surrounding area — member and alternate

Villa Grove and surrounding area — member and alternate

At Large for All of Saguache County — member and alternate

Crestone and surrounding area — alternate
The representative must be a property owner or property manager and reside in the area
they are interested in representing. Regular member terms are for three years and the
alternate terms are for one year.
Saguache County Planning Commission meets on the last Thursday of each month in the
Road and Bridge meeting room. The Planning Commission may also have work sessions
throughout each month to work on the Saguache County Master Plan and different items.
Saguache County Planning Commission members and alternates are paid $100 for every
regular meeting they attend, plus mileage reimbursement.
If you are interested, please send a brief letter of interest stating qualifications and interest to:
Saguache County Land Use, Attn: Amber Wilson, PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 prior
to Friday, December 29%, 2023. All applicants will be interviewed by the Board of County
Commissioners. Should you have any questions please call Amber Wilson at 719-655-2321.
No. 1690 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, December 7, 14, 21 and
28, 2023.
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Courtesy photos
The Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) board awarded a $50,000 grant to
Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust through the nonprofit coalition Keep
It Colorado to permanently conserve 805 acres of the Herencia Lucero
propertyin Conejos County. Herencia Lucero propertyisaworkingranch
with significant water rights thatincludes 1.4 miles of the Rio San Antonio
and 344 acres of wetlands, as well as grasslands, riparian shrubland, and
cottonwood forests. These lands and waters provide critical habitat for
numerous species such as bald eagle, northern harrier, golden eagle,

sandhill crane, elk, mule deer, pronghorn, and Rio Grande chub.

GOCO board awards $50K
grant to permanently protect
805 acres in Conejos County

By GREAT OUTDOORS
COLORADO

DENVER — The Great Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO) board on Dec. 8
awarded a $50,000 grant to Rio Grande
Headwaters Land Trust through the
nonprofit coalition Keep It Colorado to
permanently conserve 805 acres of the
Herencia Lucero Property in Conejos
County.

Thegrantis partof Keep It Colorado’s
Transaction Cost Assistance Program
(TCAP), which re-grants GOCO
funds to nonprofit land trusts to
help cover the costs associated with
conservation easement transactions.
It enables landowners who have
urgent opportunities to conserve their
properties, but who face financial
barriers to facilitating the transaction,
to conserve land more quickly.

The propertyisa workingranch with
significant water rights in the Rio San
Antonio irrigation system. Leveraging
both conservation easement tax credit
and bargain sale funding from North
American Wetlands Conservation Act
and a private foundation, the project
will help Rio Grande Headwaters Land
Trust conserve 805 acres in this first
phase with plans to conserve another
670 acres in the future.

Located within the Bureau of Land
Management’s San Luis Hills Area
of Critical Environmental Concern
and 1.5 miles from the San Luis Hills
Wilderness Study Area, the property
includes 1.4 miles of the Rio San
Antonio and 344 acres of wetlands, as
well as grasslands, riparian shrubland,

POWE
DURACELL

M150 Portable

Power Station

UP FROM ANYWHERE

and cottonwood forests. These lands
and waters provide critical habitat for
numerous species such as bald eagle,
northern harrier, golden eagle, sandhill
crane, elk, mule deer, pronghorn, and
Rio Grande chub.

The landowners are part of a
sixth-generation Hispano family that
contributes to agricultural production
inthe San Luis Valley. The Lucero family
is pursuing climate resiliency planning
and working with ditch companiesand
Natural Resource Conservation Service
to make irrigation improvements that
will benefit over 20 families.

To date, GOCO has invested more
than $5 million in projects in Conejos
Countyand partnered to conserve 5,598
acres of land there. GOCO funding
has supported the Conejos Ranchland
Initiative conserving important
agricultural lands, the North Conejos
Activity Compex, and the protection
of Rainbow Trout Ranch, among other
projects.

Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
invests a portion of Colorado Lottery
proceeds to help preserve and enhance
the state’s parks, trails, wildlife, rivers,
and openspaces. GOCO’sindependent
board awards competitive grants to
local governments and land trusts and
makes investments through Colorado
Parksand Wildlife. Created whenvoters
approved a constitutional amendment
in 1992, GOCO has since funded more
than 5,600 projects in all 64 counties
of Colorado without any tax dollar
support. Visit GOCO.org for more
information.

It has been another fun

By HIGH VALLEY

COMMUNITY CENTER

DEL NORTE — We have loved
gettingto celebrate the holiday season
with the kids by doing all sorts of
festive activities throughout the
week! They have made snow globes,
created their own unique snowflakes,
and sang carols to our friends over at
River Valley center. No matter what
the activity, they have learned new
thingsand built up their relation skills.

The Del Norte Elementary School
held their annual Winter Concert this
lastweek, and we had the opportunity
towatch thekids performall the songs
they had worked so hard to learn! It
was music to our ears to hear their
voices and new instrument skills.

The weather is getting colder, so
please remember to send your kiddo
with a jacket to HVCC! They get to
play outside foraportion of their time
here, so we want to make sure they
are bundled up.

Ourbig shoppingtrip for the yearis
happening Friday, Dec 15! We will be
taking the kids to the Dollar Store in
Alamosa - the buses will leave at 10,
so please be sure to drop your child
oft on time. They will be purchasing
Christmas presents for their family,
so send them with a little bit of cash
- you can estimate about $1.20/gift.
After our shopping spree, we will
replenish our energy by going to
lunch at Chavolo’s, which is provided
by HVCC!

The Parade of Lights is also
happening on December 15! Kids

week at Hih

alle

Courtesy photos
The High Valley Community Center keeps the holiday magic alive with
a week packed with fun crafts, Christmas concerts and a caroling trip to
the River Valley Inn nursing home in Del Norte.

Friday, and they can be dropped back before we break for the holidays! We
off behind HVCC before the parade will not hold programming Dec 19-
begins to participate in the lineup.  Jan 9. We will pick back up Jan 9.

will need to be pickedupby 5PMon  Thisweekisourlastweekofprogram ~ Happy Holidays!

Call to get an ADT Security System +
Get a $100 ADT Visa Reward Card FREE"

ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
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New business opens in Del Norte focused on wellness

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DELNORTE — When EmilyBoyd
left Del Norte in 2008, she was not
sure if she would ever come back to
her hometown butafter years of study
and working in the profession she
loves, Boyd was happy to make the
decision to bring wellness back with
her to Del Norte.

The new owner of Enduring
Wellness located near downtown Del
Norte is eager to bring her version
of health care to the community and
to help support the already growing
interest in treating a person before,
while and after they deal with an
illness or injury.

“When it came down to where we
wanted to live, my husband asked
West Texas or Del Norte and I didn’t
hesitate. I said Del Norte for sure,”
laughed Boyd.

The new health clinic opened for
business on Black Friday and a group
of curious guests were welcomed by
Boyd and her family.

“We are really happy to be here and
to share my vision of what health care
should looklike. We offer IV infusion
and acute care with basic diagnostic
testing in an effort to treat patients
quickly so they can continue on with
their lives,” said Boyd.

Boyd went to school for her
bachelor’s in nursing at Regis
University in Denver before moving
forward with her Nurse Practitioner
Degree at UAMS in Little Rock,
Arkansas.

“We moved back to the area in
October of 2020, but everything fell
into place, and we knew that this was
where we were supposed to be. The
doorswerewide open,and the process
went very smoothly. It was the easiest
decision we have ever made,” she said.

Once Boyd and her family settled
in, she went to work for the Oncology

Department at the San Luis Valley
Health Regional Medical Center
in Alamosa for three years before
deciding that she wanted to open her
own practice within the guidelines
of her specific care as a Nurse
Practitioner.

“I have always had this vision and
this idea, and it was just one of those
things that when I started seeing what
was out there, everything I wanted to
do fell into place”

As a mid-level medical care
provider Boyd can practice within
her scope according to Colorado
State Medical Regulations and begin
bringing wellness to the community
she loves. Her IV Infusions are one
of her more popular treatments that
include IV cocktails created in house
byBoyd to help with specificailments
such as migraines, stress, lack of
energy and immune boosts.

“During wellness we offer IV
hydration and nutrition. We do
different infusions or cocktails if you
will that has basic nutrients that the
body needs. It is a really good way
to supplement what people lack in
vitamins and nutrients,” she said.

Boyd hopes to grow her clinic as
she moves forward down her path
of wellness within the Del Norte
community and plans to expand as
time and resources allow. Her clinic
works with a transparent pricing
system that meets client needs as they
arise and can always be worked with
according to patient needs.

“I am really here to help with the
wellness journey and to work with
the community and other wellness
opportunities whenever I have a
chance,” Boyd said.

Boyd also offers consultations if
someone is looking to learn more
about what they may need, and she
is always willing to see patients for

N gl

Emily Boyd, owner of Enduring
Wellness, is ready and excited to be
accepting clients at her new wellness
clinic in Del Norte. Whether a client
is looking for acute medical care

or for a boost for their immune
system, the new nurse practitioner
is willing to help and share her
journey into wellness with the
community and the Valley.

acute care.

“Even if it’s just an earache and
someone can’t get into aregular clinic
when they need to, I am happy to
help,” she said.

For more information or to make
an appointment, call 719-624-2808,
stop by Enduring Wellness Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. until
4 p.m. or on Wednesdays from 10
a.m. until 6 p.m. at 570 Columbia
Ave., Del Norte, or by visiting www.
enduringwellnesshealth.com.

?J Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

The Gift That

Of all the gifts we could ever receive,
God’s gift of salvation is by far the most
amazing and important one. Ephesians
2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one can
boast” (NIV).

We are saved by the grace of God
through our faith in Him; our faith
does not buy our salvation—it merely
receives it. As Ephesians 2:8 says,
salvation “is the gift of God” It is
impossible to buy a free gift—and
this can be hard for us to understand.
Human nature tends to be prideful,
and we want to earn and deserve
this free gift and take credit for being
worthy of it.

But salvation is given to us freely,
by God’s grace. And the same way we
receive Christ’s salvation, is the same
way we have to live—by grace. God
gives us His forgiveness and grace
daily; we just have to believe and
receive it.

When you are “saved,” it means God
forgives your sins—all of them—and
you have new life in Christ. When
you are born again and really have a
relationship with God, there is a new
nature inside of you (John 3:4).

Second Corinthians 5:17 (AMPC)
says, “If any person is [ingrafted]
in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new
creation (a new creature altogether);
the old [previous moral and spiritual
condition] has passed away. Behold,
the fresh and new has come!”

Now, no one is perfect, and we
all make mistakes sometimes. But
when the Holy Spirit is living in your
spirit through salvation, you won’t
be comfortable with those mistakes
because God’s nature is at work in you.
God is not mad at us for our mistakes;
He is love and we need to humbly

Keeps Giving

Joy Every Day of Your Life

accept His love and grace.

In John 15:5 (NIV), Jesus says, “I
am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing” This scripture
reminds me that God doesn’t expect
me to change on my own. He is the
power source and gives us the grace
and strength we need to do what’s right
and make changes in our lives.

Here’s our part in the process of
changing to become more like Christ:

We hear the truth in God’s Word
and were convicted by it. This means
the Holy Spirit is gently letting us
know that something we’re doing just
isn’t right. We have to realize what
we're doing wrong before we can know
what needs to change and how.

Then we repent of our sin. Being
repentant means we're sincerely sorry
and willing to turn away from it (1
John 1:9).

The next step is to study the Word
in the area we need change. For
example, if I have a problem with
anger, I need to study scriptures about
anger and forgiveness. Use the Word
like medicine and take it into your
heart and mind. James 1:21 (AMPC)
says to “..welcome the Word which
implanted and rooted [in your hearts]
contains the power to save your souls.”
There is power in God’s Word to bring
change to our souls!

To receive God’s blessings and enjoy
everyday life, we simply need to make
the decision to believe Him and His
Word more than our thoughts and
feelings. The Bible is our instruction
manual on how to grow into the new
nature He’s given us and become who
He wants us to be. So, take some time
each day to read and meditate on
scriptures that tell you about God’s
love for you, who you are and what you

Moving Up Higher

with

Joyce

5
Meyer ¥
have in Christ.

A good verse to start with is
Ephesians 3:17, which says, “May
Christ through your faith [actually]
dwell (settle down, abide, make His
permanent home) in your hearts!
May you be rooted deep in love and
founded securely on love” (AMPC).
This scripture says that God loves you;
His will is for you to be His child and
receive every blessing He has for you—
righteousness, peace, joy, provision of
your needs, healing, and restoration.

In Christ, you have a personal
relationship with your Father God,
and you can hear from God and be
led by the Holy Spirit, who lives in
your spirit. In Christ, you have access
to God’s grace and strength to do
whatever you need to do. Because of
God’s grace, you are blessed and you
can enjoy your life!

-

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
three-part teaching resource Joy and
Enjoyment. You can also contact us
to receive our free magazine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective
authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2023-2024

BOYS

Sierra Grande 48 ........ Kim/Branson 32
Sargent 56 ............ Sangre de Cristo 26
Cotopaxi 55........................ Antonito 35
Primero 73 ........................... Greede 46
Moffat 48................... Custer County 43
Moffat48........................South Park 42
Sanford 52 .......................... Ignacio 44
Buena Vista 55..................Del Norte 24
Salida 50............................Centauri 37
Platte Valley 44..................Alamosa 37
Alamosa 67 ..................... University 61
Alamosa 69......... Frontier Academy 54
GIRLS
South Park 58 ....................... Moffat 23
Kim/Branson 42.........Sierra Grande 27
Sangre de Cristo 43.............Sargent 28
West Grand 57....................... Moffat 15
Cotopaxi 70........................ Antonito 21
Sanford 52 .......................... Ignacio 44
Buena Vista 42..................Del Norte 34
Alamosa 67 ..................... St. Mary's 62
Centauri45........................... Salida 27
Alamosa 55......... Frontier Academy 12
University 54......................Alamosa 19

You could be a supporter for San Luis Valley Sports!

Your ad could be here! 719.852.3531
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Alamosa State Bank donates building for new DA's office

DA Kelly, ‘We're
ecstatic and

humbled’

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — After repeatedly making the
case for a space large enough to accommodate
the 21 people who now make up her staff,
12th Judicial District Attorney Anne Kelly is
getting her wish, and it is more than even she
had thought was possible.

Sometime before the end of 2024, the
DA’ office will be moving from its current
location on San Juan Avenue to the Alamosa
State Bank building, located at 601 Main St.
on the corner of Main and State Avenue in
downtown Alamosa. That, alone, is welcome
news for Kelly. But most extraordinary is that
the propertyisbeing donated by Alamosa State

Bank to Alamosa County.

When asked to confirm, Alamosa State Bank
President Chas Moeller wrote, “It will be a
full donation. The ownership will be going to
Alamosa County”

Russell Achatz, CEO of Alamosa State Bank,
issued the following statement.

“The Alamosa State Bank and its Board
of Directors are proud to donate our branch
building at 601 Main St. to Alamosa County
for the DA’s office and its multiple functions.

“We believe this is a win-win for the
community, downtown, and the DA’ office.
We have a top-notch DA, and for her to recruit
top-notch employees and attorneys, their own
building with much, much more space and
safe environment is crucial for their success.

“With a fully staffed DA’ office, it can only
help inkeeping the community safer, which was
important for us. Itisalso great for downtown,
keepingall those employees working in thearea
is only a positive. It will be exciting to see a

Photo by John Waters
Alamosa State Bank, located at 601 Main St., to serve as new, permanent location for the 12th
Judicial District Attorney’s Office sometime within the next year.

building that was our home for 70-plus years recruited enough attorneys to be considered
get a new life and updated and to serve such fully staffed, which includes seven full-time
a great purpose for the community” prosecutors, including herself, and one

Since being elected to office, Kelly has Please see OFFICE on Page 8

Annual Sharing Christmas
event continues at Center
school district
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Colorado Cattlemen’s Agriul
Trust opens new regional office in Del Norte

By KARINA PUIKKONEN
Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust

DEL NORTE — The Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural
Land Trust (CCALT) has opened a new regional office in
Del Norte. Having an office and staft member dedicated
to the San Luis Valley and Southern Colorado will enable
CCALT to better deliver land conservation services
and collaborate more efficiently with communities and
landowners in the region.

The new CCALT office sits in a remodeled section of
the old Del Norte hospital on the north side of Highway
160 where local business owners Stan Johnson and Ryan
Black are remodeling and revitalizing the building forlocal
businesses. This office location complements CCALT’s
headquarters in Denver and its Northwest Colorado
regional office which opened in 2019 in Steamboat Springs.
The Del Norte office enables CCALT to expand its ability
to offer services to the southern part of the state where
CCALT has had a strong presence since 1998.

“By having a physical office presence in Southern
Colorado, CCALT can more meaningfully engage in
important discussions about conservation needs specific
to this region,” said CCALT Executive Director Erik
Glenn. “CCALT can better serve the growing number of
ranch and farm families who are interested in exploring
conservation opportunities by increasing accessibility to
services and staft”

The new office location addresses a need for deeper
engagement and support for landowners and partners,
particularly concerning pressing water issues in the San
Luis Valley and across the Southern region. CCALT

Courtesy photos
CCALT’s Del Norte office will enable the organization to
engagemore effectivelywith communitiesand partnering
landowners in the southern part of the Centennial state.
currently holds 172,964 acres in conservation easements
across 20 counties in South and Southwest Colorado, of
which nearly 50,000 acres are within the San Luis Valley.
Theentireregion encompasseslandscapes with productive
agricultural lands and natural wildlife habitat.

The Trinchera Blanca Foundation provided funding for
the new office location and the new staft position filled
by Del Norte resident Jocelyn Catterson. As CCALT’s
conservation and outreach manager, she will manage the
new office and CCALT’s services for Southern Colorado.

“Having a local person to serve the needs of the
landowners and conservation community here in the San
Luis Valley and Southern Coloradoisincredibly important,’
Catterson said. “I am excited to step into this new role and
servetheregionalneeds of CCALT fromalocal perspective”

Prior to starting at CCALT, Catterson was
Please see CCALT on Page 7

By MARIE MCCOLM

CENTER — The Center
Consolidated School District will
again take part in the annual Sharing
Christmas event. For the past 9 years,
Susan Banning, whois the McKinney-
Vento Liaison for the CCSD, has
headed up this special outreach
program for the community of Center.

Banning helps take donations, and
putstogether food baskets, meals,
and Christmas gifts for |
families in need. -

“One of the things
we have done for o
thelast 9 yearshas .. 4 .
been to purchase ¥®
a new toy for the
people in a family %
as well as a food *- =
box) Banningsaid. %
“We try to adjust the
food box according to
their culture and heritage
so that it is ethical. We want to
give food to each family according to
the family’s traditions”

As an example, they purchase
flour, oil, masa, tomatillos, Jello and
evaporated milk, chocolate, onions,
different things that different cultures
might make.

“I also help coordinate with the
Kiwanis, who create 15 baskets for
families who also enjoy just eating
a traditional turkey dinner, with
stuffing and potatoes. We coordinate
the two together for a total of 50
baskets. I make 35 baskets through
the McKinney-Vento foundation,and
the Kiwanis does the 15, she said.

Banning said that the staff at the
school will also donate food, money,
or their time. Banning said that she
also has private community donors
that will often donate money for the
project. Banning said that she orders

food from K&J Thriftway in Center,
and they sell it to her at cost.
Banning also explained the
registration process for the baskets.
“So, the way that it works is, when
we start school, and as students come
in, they fill out a housing survey;
Banning said. “So, by definition
McKinney-Ventois for people thatare
either doubled up or are in a housing
situation where they do not have

. , list Igothrough thelist.

I go through to see

whoishavingsome

hardships, and to

E, see who needs

' that extra food. I

"*" also get 25 bags of

i * * food a week from

> ® Care and Share so

‘ ‘ I help with that too.

Y \. Thereareatotal of 148

i 4 McKinney-Vento kids,
that represents 89 families”

Banning said she relies on other
entities.

“I’hook some of the people up with
these programs to help bring my
numbers down so that I can really
give to those 50 people that are in the
most need,” Banning said.

Banning said she sometimes gives
K&J gift cards to families. Shealso said
that with the end of the year having a
two-week break for the schools, she
tries to include extra food to help the
families out, realizing that when they
are not in school and cannot have
free-or-reduced breakfast and lunch
with the school.

Banning said the distribution for
the McKinney-Vento baskets would
be held Tuesday, Dec. 19, this year,
and the distribution for the Kiwanis
baskets would be held on Wednesday;,
Dec. 20.
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There are at least

30 reasons why

Monte Vista leads Santa’s
Nice List this year.

That’s how many community projects Monte Vista locals have led in 2023,
with funding support from LOR. From helping high school students develop
valuable trade skills to building and stocking Free Little Libraries around town,
each project has been led by a Monte Vista resident just like you. (Scan

the code to see a complete collection of solutions from the last 12 months.)

If you or your community group have an idea that could enhance life

in Monte Vista, contact Ivette Atencio at ivette@lorfoundation.org.

With no deadlines and no formal application, LOR makes it

easy to say YES to helping make life in Monte Vista even better. @) FOUNDATION
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mustjbel$ 50/or]less:
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e
CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES 4
ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS .. D E A D L I N E
01 TICKETS 53 LAWN & GARDEN 45 ANIMAL BREEDING 15 Words or less for 4 weeks: -4 publications
02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES jg ﬁg%TSUE%E&F8§T$EgT $19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS .
04 LOST & FOUND 58 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week ThurSday 5:00 pm
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word.
06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold
(E)yEIEEFYVMVi’l\\lI]I-'ED :238 'I\EAIEJIES(.{QI'SI(_)II\TI%I\Q/SC)OM 21E(B:SE'IA§I8?E?JI[-JIPMENT for $50 or less « Any Item or Animal being given away. ca 71 9-852-3 53 1
- Limited to privat tyonly,2ad ,4weeks. I st

08 WORK WANTED PUTERS 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT ~ -Imitedtoprivateparty only, 2adsperperson 4weeks) | or amai: theutler@valleypublishingin.com
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement: .

SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV'S To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V."'S/ICAMPERS Ave.in MonteVista, orcall (719)852-3531. Business hours
DATITIUENS  SOTCERUIET BV cprommury e o e S o St o

may also fax your classified to - or emai
12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS 57 INVESTMENTS at montevistaclass@gmail.com Easy Payment Optlons
13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED TRANSPORTATION
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 58 MOTORCYCLES Checkyourad the firstday: _ We accept Visa, Master Card,
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- American Express, Discover,
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad,'caII us
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4’S rightaway sowe can correctit.|fan errorappearsinyour Checks, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET gg '\I{éﬁ%KS gd,Vaflleé/ Pu?li§hing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT ay ot aavertising.
;g Eﬁgm%gggggﬁhég_w ig EEEI?/I%’FSKgEBCTS g‘éé\lﬁ%%%FOR SALE Our ad policy:Valley Publishing acceptsall classified
51 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES adyertmng exceptthatwhlch itdeems obJeqtlonable = _VISA S _— co
95 PROPERTY WANTED 66 CHILD CARE to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be =i, -Im
\ given for early ad cancellation. 97 y

05 Notices
We buy antler: Use code “ELK17”
and you will get $17/Ib for Elk
Grade A and $12/1b for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted

Looking for someone to snow-
plow four locations in the South
Fork-Del Norte area. Give me
a call if you are interested. My
name is Blair Jackson. My phone
number is 970-749-4252. The
locations are Family Dollar and
Dollar General stores. (1-3)

Executive Coordinator - Join us
and make an impact! Executive
Coordinator wanted at San Luis
Valley Local Foods Coalition.
Manage budgets, fundraising, and
projects for a dynamic nonprofit
fostering local food equity. Bilin-
gual English/Spanish preferred.
32 hrs/week, $25/hr. Benefits
include PTO, holidays, health/
dental insurance, and more. Send
your Resume and Cover Letter to
opportunity.slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. For more information visit

our website at www.slvlocalfoods.

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in
advertising sales (full-time).
Any sales experience is
appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

org/jobs/ (12-13)

Market & Outreach Coordinator
-Join Us and Make a Difference!
Market & Outreach Coordinator
Opportunity at San Luis Valley
Local Foods Coalition. Elevate
our programs through marketing,
events, and community engage-
ment. Bilingual English/Spanish
preferred. 32-40 hrs/week, $23/
hr. Enjoy benefits like PTO, holi-
days, health/dental insurance, and
more. Submit your Resume and
Cover Letter to opportunity.slv-
localfoods@gmail.com. Details at
www.slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/. Act
now to be part of positive change!
(12-13)

Colorado State University seek-
ing Assistant Manager located
at the San Luis Valley Research
Center near Center, Colorado.
Min. Requirements include an
earned BS/BA degree +3 yrs. pro-
fessional exp. or Master’s degree.
Professional experience in related
field crop production including
relevant knowledge of cropping
and irrigation systems. Read full
job description and apply online
at https://jobs.colostate.edu/post-
ings/136415 by 12/31/2023 for
full consideration. CSU is an EO/
EA/AA employer and conducts
background checks on all final
candidates. (12-27)

Colorado State University is hir-
ing an Extension Area Special-
ist, 4-H Youth Development, for
the SLV Area. This position will
foster strong, healthy, youth by
providing leadership, guidance,
direction, and assistance in the
implementation of the overall
4-H Youth Development pro-
gram. This is a full-time, twelve
(12) month, non-tenure track
Extension faculty position. For
the job announcement, required
qualifications, salary range, and
application instructions, go to
https://jobs.colostate.edu/post-
ings/136813 Application deadline
is December 17, 2023. We are

fm A OPLIINGY

committed to increasing the di-
versity of our staff and providing
culturally responsive programs
and services. Therefore, we en-
courage responses from people
of all backgrounds and abilities.
We invite you to review Colorado
State University’s Principles of
Community that guide our mis-
sion and vision of access, teach-
ing, service, and engagement.
CSU is an EO/EA/AA employer
and conducts background checks
on all final candidates. For more
information, call Larry Brown at
719-852-7381. (12-13)

Head Junior High Girls’ Basket-
ball Coach needed at Del Norte

Mrpy%;‘tze;

Jr. High School. Experience as
a coach or assistant coach at the
middle school and or high school
level is preferred. Must possess:
effective coaching techniques and
a thorough knowledge of the rules
of the sport; and have the ability
to establish and maintain effective
working relationships with school
administrators, parents, and
students. Please contact Gibbs
Sanchez, Athletic Director, at:
gsanchez@urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, Principal,
at: ahardy@urtigers.co , 719-
657-4020. Applications may be
found on our website, urtigers.
co. (12-27)
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We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the l{{)pei Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

donations, volunteenng an
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“ RESCUE PETS
2”HAVE BIG PERSONALITY

Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes
every day through no fault of their

\ own. Stop in & visit us today to meet

¢ theincredible dogs and cats looking

forimmediate adoption, and forever
change the life of a pet |n need.

Cremation Service: Gats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds...

Private
Fee

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Animal
Weight

Vessel Size needed

Payment is required at time
the animal is dropped off.

Small/

Pocket Pet $40.00

Mini - Small vessel needed

Animal may be dropped off

(ats $80.00

Petite - Small vessel needed

during business hours only.

0-251bs. $80.00

Petite - Small vessel needes

Please allow 7 working

26-50Ibs $140.00

Small-Medium Vessel needed

days from drop off date for

51-751Ibs. $175.00 $200.00

Medium-Large Vessel needed

animal’s return,

76-100 Ibs. $200.00 $275.00

Large Vessel needed

fAshes not picked up after 60

Animals over 101 Ibs.
are ineligible for Group fee

101 Ibs. &up $300.00

Extra Large Vellel Needed

days will respectfully be spread
over our Gonour Garden.

It is lmportant that all et owners
have their dogs &

heutered to control the pet

overporulation

and vaccinate
pszrevert Nl
i &

disease.

D

Vaccmate'
“Your Pets

cats spaved or

~r

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption
fee iIncludes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

T his ad space donated by Valley Publishing Irnc.




Page 4 — SLV Lifestyles —Wednesday, December 13,2023

valleywide Gl SSifie

17 Real Estate
For Sale

town, electric and phone. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TFN)

Nice Waverly Home. Solar heat,
motivated seller. Too much to
list. Yvonne Hoffman Broker As-
sociate Steffens & Co Realty Inc.
719-580-1901 (1-3)

FARM FOR SALE in Waverly
Area Sub-district #6, 1 %2 center
pivots in grass and alfalfa, large
hay shed, 2 bedroom home, 3 steel
grainers, numerous out buildings
on 8 Mile Road. Ready to farm
2023 season. Call Bruce at Steffens
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TEN)

35-80+ acres parcels with good
grass on County Line Road north
of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and
ready to build on. Perfect loca-
tion between Alamosa and Monte
Vista. Call Bruce at Steffens &
Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-
0770. (TEN)

35-80+ acre parcels on San Fran-
cisco Creek south of Del Norte.
Very private, views, 3 miles from

FANealR

40 Acres 5 miles west of Monte
Vista on Lariat Road with power,
phone and year around access on
county road. $60,000. Call Bruce
Steffens 719-580-0770 at Steffens
& Company Realty Inc. (TFN)

23 Lawn and
Garden

Sprinkler repair and winteriza-
tions. Done at reasonable rates.
Quick Service. Call anytime,
weekdays, weekends, evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
(TFN)

you want & less time carrying
wood. 719-849-8261 (3-01)

36 Miscellaneous
Wolverine boots size 9.5M wa-
terproof awesome condition. $50.
719-256-4058 (12-13)

1970 Ford F-250 camper special
restorable $800, OBO, books, I
buy patches. 719-849-0975 (12-
06)

For sale: New base board trim,
electric wood splitter, and one ton
of coal, new modern coal stove.
719-850-2027 (1-3)

Cash for quality non-fiction
books and LP records. Jeff 720-
315-9145 (TEN)

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood For Sale. Call or text
Mark 662-361-7530 Located in
Saguache. (5-22)

Lump Coal and Anthracite Hard
Coal available. Supplement your
wood heating with “lump coal”.
Burns more consistently & lasts
longer so you can do more of what

[

Full or Part

Time starting
$15 hr. y
plus tips!

Customer Reviews % W & A

“This is our first
time to stop here.
The pizza was made
fresh with quality
ingredients and
was delicious! We

=

Propane Refrigerators Sold
Here. Call For Options and
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers.
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 S.
County Road 3E, Monte Vista.
(719) 852-0500 TEN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS - Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water &

Easy

MOUNTAal‘N PIZZA
== TAPROOM <=

Law Enforcement, Firefight_ers, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!
304a8= Highway 160, South Fork

will definitely come
here again!”
~ gaylez77 Yelp

Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Online To-Go Orders:

MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

roanliunisivaliev

ealfEstarer

61 Red Tail
Court
-6acreswith |
incredible views [*
in the gated
subdivision of
Bear Creek,
South Fork,
CO. Owner
financingis |
available for this
gorgeous lot.
MLS#803984 5
$99,000 3

[ B S ; 2 cae Al
Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Ft. Garland
Oft Grid
Cabin on 5
acres ON
THE CREEK
$279,000.
Virtual
tour and
Drone video
available.

¥ P

7541 Indian [
Creek Road |-

MLS#809447 |55

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

12 Commercial acres
in South Fork
Shoshone Trail
Flat, rectangular parcel
with easy, paved access [ |
off Hwy 160. This
parcel is zoned com-
mercial/light industrial
and is located 4 miles
East of South Fork near
Holiday RV and Brooke
Stone.
MLS#774884
$550,000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Lots 11 & 12
in Riviere
Estates Two
lots together
in a quiet
community.
VRBO &
Air B&B OK
subject to
town guide-

lines. All [
utilities are
available at
the lot line.

MLS 808212

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Two adjacent
lots in South
Fork totaling
Y acre. All
utilities avail-
| able at the lot
line. Air B&B
OK subject
to town
guidelines.
MLS#808211
$38,000 each

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural
Mountain Lots Available
West of Antonito in the
Conejos Canyon OWNER
FINANCING AVAILABLE
$950,000 home on 35 acres
located on lot #2
$85,000 (6 acre lots)
$200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)
$950,000 (35 acres with home)

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

4100 Wilderness
Canyon Road -
Mountain Luxury at
the end of the road,
secluded and private,
this gorgeous, bright,
energy-efficient
home sits on 42
acres bordering the
National Forest with
views of the Natural
Arch. Ghost Mine -

Ranch, near Del Norte. Ride or hike out for hundreds of miles, right from

23 Fairway Drive
- OWNER FINANC-
ING AVAILABLE
- this beautiful lot is a
1-minute walk from the
Clubhouse on the Rio
Grande Club and Resort
in South Fork. Flat and
easy to build, this lot has
water, sewer, electricity, |
landline phone and high- |
speed internet at the
lot line. MLS#794077.

your backyard. Gated community with minimal covenants. $899.000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

$56,000 il g Lt .
Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

3023 Bear
Creek Circle
Mountain
cabin on 20
acres bordering
National Forest

in gated Bear |
Creek. Fully
furnished - |
paved driveway.
4 bedrooms
2.5 bathrooms.
MLS#803394

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty

(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

5299 County
Road 12 8.
Alamosa
160 acres cur-
rentl Flanted
in alfalfa with
a center pivot,
3 shares of the
Common-
wealth Ditch,
and use of the
Carmel Drain.
MLS#804160

$400,000 : =5
Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

.WATER

Steffens &
Gompany Realty

719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee - formerly known as
Diane Chapman - Local
Luxury Home Broker. Licensed
in 2011, Dee knows the area
and knows local real estate.

All Dee's
properties
are

3D Virtual Tourss Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photo%rapher
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot
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This is a great opportu-
nity to build your dream
home on a ready-to-
build lot located on
Fairway Drive. The lot
is also priced for an
investment on the golf |

course, making it a
great option for those
who love golfing. The - = -

lot offers stunning views of Del Norte Peak and the Rio Grande Club
golf course and is conveniently located within walking distance to
the Rio Grande Clubhouse. The lot is surrounded by 95% National

Forest, providing ample opportunities for outdoor activities such

as hiking, camping, and wildlife watching. The Rio Grande River,
which is known for its gold medal fishing waters, is also nearby and
offers floating options. If youre a skiing enthusiast, youll be pleased
to know that the Wolf Creek Ski area is just 18 miles away. The trail
system in the area is also amazing, and you could spend days on end
traveling the backcountry. South Fork has plenty of local restaurants,
stores, and outdoor activities to keep you entertained. With so much
to offer, this lot is definitely worth a visit. Dont miss out on this
opportunity to build your dream home in one of the most beautiful
locations in Colorado! South Fork Colorado! Call and schedule your
showing today! $52,000 MLS #808453
113 FairwayDr. « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

-

Majestic Custom-Built Lo% Home!
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft.
Home with attached garage on 9.04
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek.
This Home has several outdoor
entertainment areas with wra
around decks too enjoy the 360
views of the San Juan Mountains.
The main level has an open floor
plan with ﬁ:eat room and grand
fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large
kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot
cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and
great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home
includes a large family room with ﬁraef)lace and pool table. Great for all
\ég)rur entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful
niture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home.
Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear
reek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold
medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public
land. Start your Adventure! Don't wait, Call, and schedule your showing
today! $1,650,000 MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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Theres No Place Like Home
on the HOLIDAYS ;&3
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Steffens & Company Realty, iINC
Cell 719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 = South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

You found it! Just like
Your Favorite Old &
Fashion Root Beer Float
this will be a favorite! |
Your favorite get-a-way,
investment or permeant
residence. This 3-bed-
room, 2.5-bathroom
home is located in the
highly sought-after Pon-
derosa Estates in South
Fork, CO. The property is complete with paved roads, Town of South
Fork water, and city sewer. This home has an additional upstairs
space the full length of the home that can be used for additional bed-
rooms, an office and craft room. The property is located on a large
lot and perfect for accommodating all your family and friends with
room for all their toys. The Mighty Rio Grande River and National
Forest are just a stones throw away, providing ample opportunities
to experience the great outdoors. This neighborhood is also home to
Mule Deer, Wild Turkeys, and other wildlife that often visit the area.
Your front porch provides a perfect spot to relax and enjoy that cold
root beer float while taking in the serene surroundings. Start living
your dream! Dont miss out on this opportunity! Call and schedule
your showing today! $369,900 MLS #807367
44 Aspen Dr. « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOIL D

You Found It! Home Sweet
Home, Finely Crafted,
Ranch Style 2,109 square
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor
plan home with detached 4
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large
master bedroom bath with
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open
kitchen, dining area with eat
in counter, living area with

cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burnin;
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natura
light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy
our morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in
ighland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with ﬁlaved roads, your own
well and South Fork water and sanitation. This home is situated on
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much
more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and
indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access
to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure -
Won't last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today!
$489,900 MLS #801796
74 Highland Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Look Reduced Price!! $875,000 Owner Willing to Owner Finance for Qualified Buy-
er’sl Must See Custom-Built 5,350 sq. ft. Commercial Property in Fabulous South Fork,

CO. Great Highway 160 exposure!! This building is extremely well built. The building
was built for retajf with many amenities. The environment is warm and welcoming.
The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and
several large open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq.
ft. heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead door.
Lovely concrete outdoor patio wit?; new vinyl fencing wired for low voltage lights this
property sits on two lots with wiring running outside for lighting off outside signage.
1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large open space, several large storage closets two
additional oli;ices, New % custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse.
This well-built property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard
hot water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design rooms,
kitchen bar, receiving office — etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. There are 3 gas
fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired for speakers though out
the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired for electric dryer, set up for washer
and has a Propane fired boiler and propane hot water heater. This property is a blank
canvas with so much POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no
existing business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety of
Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Professionals, Restaurant,
Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail etc. Come Paint your Canvas
and start Your Business Adventure, Call and schedule your personal showing today!
MLS#802191 Improved Price $925,000! $875,000 MLS #802191

173 W Frontage « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

‘This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tuckeds
trees and backs up to the National Forest. The

ooking over the livin%l
area with custom soft close cabinets and plent?' of storage and room for al
your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sin]
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include |*
radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks.|
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master
bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub.
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleefing
areas including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy Your 3-car garage with large
workshog and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow
above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling top(}graphy, open fields,
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment.
Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000 MLS #796960
37 Million Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Amazing Riverfront property lo-
cated in beautiful weﬁ)established
Deer Park subdivision in South
Fork, Colorado. This property is
complete with paved streets, with
sewer and water tap available.
Flat building site overlooking the

i Mighty Rio Grande River with ma-
ture evergreen trees. Bring your ﬁsﬁin pole this property extends
to the middle of the river. Located only a stone T.Erow away from

National Forest and public river access. Start your adventure call
and schedule your showing today! $175,000 MLS #804121
63 Doe Circle « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home
is your perfect retreat. Open

Split floor plan with beautiful
cathedral ceiling and fireplace,

large windows taking in the
breath-taking outdoor sunlight
and mountain views. Complete
with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and
butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master
bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning
cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world
class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don't wait call and schedule your
private showing today! $1,150,000 MLS #798101
497 Timberline Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq.
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log
cabin with upgrades galore!
Located in Log Haven.
Tucked along the mountain
side backing up to national :
forest with beautiful views of &
the surrounding cliffs. Open [
living room, dining, kitchen
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep
ou cozy and warm all winter -
ong. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops.
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to
the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional
bedroom, bathroom and nice size sittin%nook, great space to enjoy
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South
Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million
reservoir are just moments away. Brin gour fishing pole and enjoy
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike,
camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Lef’s get started call /text
and schedule your showing today! $325,000 MLS #800364
31517 Us Highway 160 « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

10 - el

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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CALL TODAY!

2-3'5311

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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rodent proof. 8 wide, 8°-53’ in
length. Call for more information
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc.
- Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Bat-
teries in Brand Names of Out-
back, Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and
More. Custom Cables and PV
Wire. Bontrager’s Variety Store.
9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-
852-0500. (TEN)

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

G0r CLUTTER?
(LN UP T
THECASSIFEDS
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You'll find yourself
with money in your
pocket and roomin

your garage when you
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles
Classifieds.

Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $1 2 per week

(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Call Today!

119-852:3531

40 Auto Part

Wanted: vintage license plates; cash
paid based on age, rarity, condition.
Call/text Colin: 970-367-7594

47 Horses & Cattle

3117

leather interior Sun/Moon roof,
new battery and alternator, tow
package, two extra rims and
full-size tire $1,950 832-276-

65 Professional

Highland cattle, bulls, bred cows,
yearling, purebred and crossbred
719-221-6117 (1-3)

Services

64 Autos for Sale

2005 Ford Escape XLT 4WD,

SER

ROOFING ®EUILDINGS

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims « Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages + 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(71 9)852'01 1 3 M'F 7 aomo-s pomc

Thinking of buying or selling
your home or land this year, call
Yvonne Hoffman, 719-580-1901,

oality .
S Spray Foam Insula tl%%

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin . (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com
Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Interior/Exterior Fully Licensed
Paint Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez
Call Today (719) 486-6781

Fast Affordable + tore Front
ﬁ
| gﬁﬁ} (719)937-2646

evrwenmemener rezam 201 Main St Unitd, Alamosa

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

Broker Associate Steffens & Co
Realty Inc. (1-3)

4-Ever-Cleaning Homes, Air
B&B And More Call Rene 719-
480-4273 For More Info. (1-3)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-
plus years-experience in carpen-
try, painting, stucco, tile, drywall,
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free.
Free Estimates 719-496-7630.
(TFN)

ALLEY.
TCE-DIRECTGRY-

i

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

& ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

L
b 4
LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoore Vinyltencing

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing

Serving'the SLV-FreeEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568 ‘

> We make no guarantees of your )
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.

CUSTOM-MARBLEDESIGN
‘-1 Ay T ; “‘ﬂ’. ';.3,- ~'.'${*-m.- ‘ \;’
Call for

Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

SR enaIitcarie
TBovligue ‘Al

Specializinglinimemborial; holiday. any o*aeai;gidn {
apparelitumblersiicoffee mugs; keychains, car‘andlb

vehiclelvinyllandldecals; business card&and much rones

25 @VAdames Street, Mom% \VSTE) l'.‘

@alllMarie ati 792937 9629 tolplace your order
todagleremailimariemedina3 O (@hotmail com’y

Locked Out? Lost Your keys? Just Need a spare?
We've Got You Covered!
Smart Keys «Transponders « Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock (719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com
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CCALT

Continued from Page 1
awarded the Colorado Art, Science
+ Environment Fellowship and

has been working closely with N > > ‘ ' ' | AR (2 (1 )
conservation and water-related \ | II
organizations throughout the \ Lo I

- A

San Luis Valley on an artistic and

educational outreach project tied H{@I['Y(
The Colorado Cattlemen’s - l} :) U0

Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT)

to groundwater. Through this
is a nonprofit land conservation ® | -_ + 11
organization whose mission is to “... At c I | rlstmas - . _ % o An enchanting

fellowship, she developed strong
conserve Colorado’s western heritage Collection of Cabin

relationships with farmers, ranchers,

@
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in the region.
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RECYCLING ¢ DUMPSTERS e ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE ¢ SOUTH FORK ® DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level Beginner

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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attorney who works remotely half-
time monitoring situations that do
not require his or her presence in
person.

Now that she will have ample
room to accommodate a staff of 21
people, each member of her team
— including the prosecutors, two
investigators and administrative
staff — will have their own office,
allowing them to have confidential
conversations while being confident
that people without a need to know
can’t overhear what is being said.

“The district attorney’s office is
ecstaticand humbled by the efforts of
Alamosa County and Alamosa State
Bank in finding us an appropriate
office space,” Kelly says. “We will
be able to do so much more for this
community when we have the space
to do it.

“One of the things we’re most
excited about with the new space,’
Kelly continues, “is our ability to
have a conference room that will
accommodate public discussions,
community forums and training for
law enforcement.

“Also, what we don’t have right now
but will have in the new building is
a comfortable, confidential, safe and
private place for victims and their
family members to meet with people
from the DA’ office without having
to walk through all the other offices
to get there. That’s a big need in the
community that will be met with a
smaller conference room.”

Colorado Legal Services, a pro
bono provider of legal services to
people in the Valley, is currently
occupying some of the space in
Alamosa State Bank but, Kelly says,
they will be moving out.

“They provide a very valuable

Limited
Time Offer

Save Thousands $

Dr.Thornell and his
team are the best in the
dental field. Your dental
implants have given me
my smile back!! Great
customer service start
to finish. Thank you for
everything you have
done for me! BJK

service,” Kelly says, “and, fortunately,
theyre going to stay in the Valley. I
thinktheyneededadifferentspace, too”

“We are very grateful to Scott and
Angie Graber [owners of the San
Juan building] for working with
the DA’ office for over 20 years and
the relationship that grew out of
that,” says Megan Bagwell, the DA’s
Director of Administration. “The
main priority — not the only priority
but the main priority — in moving
is that we need to have a space that
can fit the growth that the DA’ office
is experiencing”

Bagwell says they’re hoping to
close on the new property within
a month and move in sometime
within the next year once needed
renovations are made. But, in the
event that the building they’re
currently occupying is sold before
they can move into the new space,
Bagwell says they are working on a
lease agreement with their current
landlords.

“If we're anything in the DA’ office,
were resilient and we can make
things work as long as we have to
until we move into our new space,”
Bagwell says.

“We are the recipient of this
amazing work and haven't been
involved in the intricacies of what
was negotiated,” Kelly says. “But I
want to express my deepest gratitude
to Alamosa State Bank who has been
amazingly generous and a really
strong supporter of our office and,
in service to the community, have
provided us with this opportunity.

“Iespecially want to thank Russell
Achatz, Alamosa State Bank’s CEO,
Chas Moeller, the president of the
bank, Roni Wisdom with Alamosa
County, and Commissioner Lori

Dr.Thornell and his staff are so
awesome! They are caring and
very professional. | now have full
mouth implants and | love my new
teeth!! This is life changing for me!
Thank you Dr. Thornell. RH

Laske.
“This is going to be a game-
changer,” Kelly says. “The entire office

WEEKLY SKATE PARTY
AT RICKEL PARK IN
SOUTH FORK. CO!

isso grateful for the work of Alamosa meeting of the Alamosa County
County and Alamosa State Bank” ~ Commissioners will provide more
Kelly anticipates that the next details about future plans.

FREE LOANER

BEVERAGES, SKATES ARE
FOOD, S'MORE AVAILABLE.
KITS. AND THERE WILL BE
MORE ARE SKATE
AVAILABLE ASSISTS,
FOR MUSIC, AND A
PURCHASE! GOOD TIME!
e 4 P.M. TO 8 P.M.
| T -
qg . SLEDDING. SKATING, AND |
S OTHER FUN ACTIVITIES! [ ‘*e’ e % /, |

ON SATURDAYS FROM JANUARY
20TH TO MARCH 16TH

CALL 719-873-5512 FOR MORE INFORMATION

Educational Study Program
- Limited Opportunity!*

If You Have:

« 3 or more missing teeth « No teeth

« Limited jawbone volume

« Been told you are not a candidate for dental implants

Call today to see if you qualify for
our Educational Study program and
SAVE UPTO0 30% or more and thousands of dollars.

Get your Confidence
and Quality of Life
Back Immediately!

*Limited space
available to
qualified applicants.
Applicants must
present for in office
consultation to
determine eligibility

William F. Thornell
DDS, ABOI, MAGD, DICOI

35 years implant and
oral surgery experience

pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E « Located above Higher Grounds Coffee - 970-444-1298
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