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Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas 
from all of us at RG BANK!

ALAMOSA — The Children’s 
Advocacy Center of the San 
Luis Valley (SLV CAC) is having a 
Drive-Thru Gingerbread Festival 
from 9 to 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at the Rio Grande Farm 
Park. 

Each year, the SLV CAC hosts 
the Gingerbread Festival for the 
community to join together 
and celebrate the holiday 
season. This drive-thru event is 
organized so families can stay 
in their cars and drive through 
the park, stopping at different 
stations to receive goodies 
from Tu Casa, Inc., partnering 
community agencies and 
organizations, and Santa and 
his Teddy Bear Helper. 

Goodies include items such 
as hot chocolate donated by 
Starbucks, gingerbread kits 
donated by Sweet Life Bakery, 
and much more. This event is 
free and open to residents of 
the San Luis Valley with children. 

Gingerbread kits, toys, and 
Santa gifts are limited to children 
present at the event only.

The SLV CAC is a program 
of Tu Casa, Inc., a non-profit 
whose vision is to empower 
all children and adults to live 
healthy, violence-free lives. All 
services are free, confidential, 
bilingual, and are available 
throughout all six counties of 
the San Luis Valley.

City hosting 
retirement 

celebration for 
Councilor Griego

A L A M O S A  —  O n 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, the City of 
Alamosa is hosting a retirement 
celebration for Councilor 
Charles (Charlie) Griego. After 
spending 40 years representing 
his constituency in Ward 3 as a 
member of the city council, 
plus his membership on several 
different boards, Griego is 
stepping down from the 
council to focus on his family. 

The celebration is at 5:30 p.m. 
in the City Council Chambers at 
300 Hunt Ave.

SLV CAC Annual 
Gingerbread 

Festival

Courier photo by John Waters

These recently repainted locomotives owned by the Colorado Pacific Rio Grande Railroad can often be seen in the 
railroad yard in Alamosa. 

New colors adorn local locomotives
By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
ALAMOSA — The Col-

orado Pacific Rio Grande 
Railroad has recently re-
painted 10 locomotives 
that now adorn the en-
gines with a motif that in-
cludes the company logo 
which includes a graphic 
comprised of mountains, 
water, and farmland that 
includes grains.

According to Matt 
Prince with the railroad, 
it has purchased 10 of the 
locomotives from BNSF 
Railway. Prince added 
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CCALT’s Del Norte office will enable the organization to engage more 
effectively with communities and partnering landowners in the south-
ern part of the Centennial state.

Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land 
Trust opens new regional office in Del Norte

By KARINA PUIKKONEN
Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricul-

tural Land Trust
DEL NORTE — The Colorado 

Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land 
Trust (CCALT) has opened a 
new regional office in Del Norte. 
Having an office and staff mem-
ber dedicated to the San Luis 
Valley and Southern Colorado 
will enable CCALT to better de-
liver land conservation services 
and collaborate more efficiently 
with communities and landown-
ers in the region.

The new CCALT office sits in 
a remodeled section of the old 
Del Norte hospital on the north 
side of Highway 160 where local 
business owners Stan Johnson 
and Ryan Black are remodel-
ing and revitalizing the building 

for local businesses. This office 
location complements CCALT’s 
headquarters in Denver and its 
Northwest Colorado regional 
office which opened in 2019 in 
Steamboat Springs. The Del 
Norte office enables CCALT to 
expand its ability to offer ser-
vices to the southern part of the 
state where CCALT has had a 
strong presence since 1998.

“By having a physical office 
presence in Southern Colorado, 
CCALT can more meaningfully 
engage in important discussions 
about conservation needs spe-
cific to this region,” said CCALT 
Executive Director Erik Glenn. 
“CCALT can better serve the 
growing number of ranch and 
farm families who are interested 

CONTRIBUTED
MONTE VISTA — Wreaths 

Across America, a non-profit or-
ganization, was formed as an ex-
tension of the Arlington Wreath 
Project.  The Arlington Wreath 
program was started by Morrill 
Worcester in 1992 with the dona-
tion and laying of 5000 Christ-
mas wreaths to Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.  This became 
an annual journey for Worcester. 

It was relatively obscure until 
2005 when a photo of the stones 
adorned with wreaths and cov-
ered in snow circulated around 
the internet. The project re-
ceived National attention.  Thou-
sands of requests poured in from 
all over the country from people 
wanting to emulate the Arling-
ton project at their National and 
State cemeteries spurred the cre-
ation of “Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca”. Unable to donate thousands 
of wreaths to each state, Worces-
ter conceived the idea of send-
ing seven wreaths (one for each 
branch of the military as well as 
POW/MIA). 

Local 
Wreaths 
Across 
America 
event set 

for Dec. 16

Alamosa Celebrates the 
holidays with lights

Courier photo by John Waters

Alamosa Mayor Ty Coleman and a few dozen children flipped the switch to turn on 
holiday lights at the Alamosa City Hall.

By JOHN 
WATERS

News editor
ALAMOSA — 

About 150 peo-
ple attended the 
Celebration of 
Lights celebra-
tion in Alamosa 
on Friday, where 
Mayor Ty Cole-
man was assist-
ed by enthusias-
tic children who 
helped in turn-
ing the holiday 
lights on at City 
Hall and the 
Christmas Tree.

Coleman was 
joined by Coun-
cil Member 
Dawn Krebs, 
Dalton Carelo 
with Alamosa 
Parks and Rec-
reation, City 
Manager Heath-
er Sanchez, and 
Alamosa County 
Commiss ioner 
Lori Laske.  Coleman thanked those in attendance on behalf of the City of Alamosa for at-
tending the 16th annual Celebration of Lights.

Before the event, Coleman told the Valley Courier, “Our city employees have done a won-
derful job decorating our city and getting everything ready for the Celebration of Lights 
event! I would like to thank our Parks and Recreation crew for brightening up our city for 
all to see!” 

Musicians from Adams State University serenaded the crowd with Christmas carols.
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OBITUARIES

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Monday

December 4, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Mac & Cheese/Roll

Green Beans
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal Bar/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Mac & Cheese/Roll

Green Beans
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Mac & Cheese/Roll

Green Beans
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

The patriarch of our 
family, Leroy Arthur Tru-
jillo sadly passed away 
on Nov. 21, 2023, at the 
age of 79. Born to Jesus 
and Emiliana Trujillo in 
Del Norte, Colo., he was 
a lifelong member of the 
community in which he 
was highly respected. 

He held many positions 
including several years 
as a Logger. Anyone who 
knew Leroy admired 
his kindness and keen 
sense of humor. He never 
missed the opportunity to 
mentor a young person 
and was loved dearly by 
all who knew him.

During his 19 years 
with the Del Norte School 
District and in which he 
retired, he made an im-
pact on the students who 
will remember the words 
of advice he so lovingly 
shared.

Leroy is survived by his 
wife, Shirley Garcia of 49 

Leroy Arthur Trujillo

years, sons Leroy J. Tru-
jillo (Kate Trujillo), and 
Ramon M. Trujillo; his 
grandchildren, Leroy M. 
Trujillo (Molly), Joseph 
H. Trujillo, and Julia A. 
Trujillo. He is also sur-
vived by a great-grand-
child Leroy B. Trujillo. 
Extended family include 
sisters Barbara O’Cana, 
Marcella Garcia (Frank), 
and Susanna Gallegos 
(Charles Garcia).

He was preceded in 
death by sister Leola San-

chez, and brother Richard 
Trujillo as well as both 
parents.

He was an avid hunt-
er who sought solace in 
the outdoors and never 
missed the opportunity 
to engage in an adven-
turous sport. On any giv-
en day, he could be found 
on the golf course, a sport 
in which he excelled. Le-
roy will always be re-
membered as the great 
friend he was to so many 
others.

A celebration of life was 
held on Saturday, Nov. 
25, which was attended by 
many family and friends. 
In honor of Leroy Arthur 
Trujillo, reach out and 
share some kindness and 
respect to others; that is 
what he would want, that 
is what he always did.

Arrangements were 
in care of Strohmayer’s 
Funeral Home in Monte 
Vista.

Robert M. Kirkham of 
Alamosa, Colo., passed 
away Nov. 17, 2023, at 
his home following an 
extended illness.  Bob 
was born Aug. 14, 1951, 
in Highland, Ill., to Mar-
shall and Blanche (Paul) 
Kirkham.

He is survived by his 
wife Lois (McMahon) 
Kirkham, brothers Den-
nis (Jo) Kirkham of 
Greenville, and Ed (Tana) 
Kirkham of Sherwood, 
Ore. He is also survived 
by nieces, Kari Kirkham 
of Houston, Texas, and 
Krista Kirkham of Bloom-
ington, Ill., and nephew, 
Kristopher Kirkham of 
Liberty, Missouri.

Bob attended Green-
ville Schools, graduat-
ing from Greenville High 
School with the class of 
1969. He attended the 
University of Missouri-
Rolla and Western Illi-
nois University, gradu-
ating with a degree in 
Geology in 1973. He ob-
tained a master’s degree 
from the University of 

Nevada-Reno in 1975, 
also in Geology.

He began his working 
career with the Colorado 
Geological Survey and 
worked with mine recla-
mation, earthquake haz-
ards, geological mapping, 
and other areas in earth 
sciences.  He authored 
and coauthored many 
geological publications. 
After retiring, he started 
his own consulting firm, 
GeoLogical Solutions and 
continued working until 
the last few months.

Bob and Lois adven-
tured to all continents 
with many unique ex-
periences including 
backpacking for several 
months in the Himala-
yan Mountains, view-
ing mountain gorillas in 
the wild, and riding ele-
phants to explore a rhino 
preserve.  Robert recently 
completed an extensive 
genealogical search of the 
Kirkham name.

Robert never knew a 
stranger and was always 
good for a long conversa-

tion. He and Lois made 
many friends through 
their travels. He loved his 
nieces and nephews, tak-
ing each for a week-long 
Colorado adventure for 
their 16th birthday. He 
will be greatly missed by 
his family, friends, and 
colleagues.

Cremation was chosen 
and a celebration of life 
will be held at a later 
date.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, remarks 
for Bob’s family and 
words of comfort, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Robert M. Kirkham

By BUREAU OF LAND 
MANAGEMENT

MONTE VISTA — The 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment is preparing to con-
duct pile burns in two 
locations this winter, 
with exact dates to be 
determined by weather 
and fuel moisture con-
ditions. Pile burns are 
conducted each winter to 
remove dead wood and 
other flammable materi-
als from forested areas. 
This process is critical to 
maintaining the health of 
the forest ecosystem and 
to reduce the risk of cata-
strophic wildfires.

The piles planned for 
burning are located at: 

• Biedell – 3,000 piles. 
Legal Location: T43N 
R6E sections 21 and 22. 
Piles are large hand piles 
and the surrounding fuel 
type is Ponderosa Pine, 
Doulas fir, Aspen, and 

grass. The project is lo-
cated on BLM lands 8 
miles north/northwest of 
LaGarita, CO, two miles 
north of the Lime Creek 
subdivision on Saguache 
CR 42K.  

• Macintire Mansion 
piles – 2 piles.  Legal Lo-
cation: T35N R11E sec-
tion 7 and 18.  There are 
two machine built piles 
containing Cottonwood 
debris from the protection 
of the old mansion and 
debris from maintaining 
ditches.  The project is lo-
cated on BLM lands four 
miles east/northeast of 
Sanford, CO.  

Pile burns could occur 
as early as December 
2023 and may contin-
ue through April 2024. 
Smoke from the pile burns 
will be visible throughout 
the day of a burn, mostly 
during the warmest part 
of the day. With cooler 

temperatures in the eve-
ning, smoke may linger 
and accumulate in low-
lying areas. Notifications 
of confirmed burns will 
be published on the BLM 
Colorado Fire facebook 
and twitter accounts, 
which can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.
com/BLMColoradoFire or 
https://twitter.com/BLM-
ColoradoFire

According to the Colo-
rado Air Pollution Con-
trol Division, “Prescribed 
fire smoke may affect 
your health. For more in-
formation see www.colo-
rado.gov/pacific/cdphe/
wood-smoke-and-health.”

For additional informa-
tion concerning the pile 
burns, contact Scott Nil-
son, Fire Management 
Specialist, BLM Rocky 
Mountain District Fire 
and Aviation Manage-
ment, at 719-852-8150. 

Courtesy photo

The Bureau of Land Management is preparing to conduct pile burns in two San Luis 
Valley locations this winter.

BLM plans two pile burns in San Luis Valley

Kim Wakasugi

Wakasugi joins SLVREC board

nity,” Wakasugi stated.
In her spare time, she 

enjoys cross-stitch, ex-
ploring new things and 
hanging out with family 
and friends. 

Local veterinarians urge caution this season
Unidentified 

canine 
respiratory 

illness 
confirmed in 
Creede

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
— According to local vet-
erinarians from South 
Fork and Creede, an un-
identified canine respi-

ratory illness has been 
confirmed in Creede. 
Long-time veterinarian 
John “Doc” Howard with 
the Creede Animal Clinic 
stated that the virus was 
affecting dogs throughout 
the country specifically 
the Front Range in Colo-
rado and densely popu-
lated areas of Oregon.

“We have seen about 
20 dogs from this area 
come in with this new 
respiratory virus and we 
want to get the word out 
to people about the dan-
gers it may pose to our 

canine friends. The virus 
has not yet been identi-
fied and has not yet been 
named. There is no diag-
nostic test available at 
this time. The symptoms 
are very similar to tra-
cheobronchitis and is less 
responsive to treatment,” 
explained Howard.

Howard stated that the 
clinic recently went back 
through their records and 
has tentatively diagnosed 
20 dogs with the uniden-
tified virus.

“The real danger lies in 
the secondary bacterial 

infection that can hap-
pen because the virus is 
not responsive to regular 
treatments. Pneumonia 
is also a concern once 
the dog has been infected 
with the virus,” Howard 
added.

Jodi Duff, owner and 
veterinarian of the South 
Fork Veterinary Clinic, 
spoke about the virus 
stating that though she 
has not seen any cas-
es outside of those in 
Creede, she urges caution 
to pet owners traveling 
this season.

“It’s important right 
now to be aware of the 
virus and to stay home 
if you can, especially if 
you are traveling to or 
from affected areas like 
Oregon, Florida or the 
Front Range in Colorado. 
The virus is spread by air 
born particles as far as 
we know,” Duff said.

Duff is working with 
local boarding kennels to 
help them navigate the 
unidentified virus in or-
der to ensure the safety of 
the dogs that are housed 
there.

“We are really just en-
couraging owners to stay 
away from public places 
like dog parks and other 

locations where the virus 
could easily spread,” she 
added.

The Colorado Depart-
ment of Agriculture re-
leased an article about 
the virus on Nov. 22 stat-
ing, “The Colorado De-
partment of Agriculture 
(CDA) has been receiving 
calls over the past two 
months from practicing 
veterinarians reporting 
an elevated number of ca-
nine respiratory disease 
cases in the state. Other 
states, including Oregon, 
Florida, and New Hamp-
shire, are seeing a similar 
pattern at this time.  

“Veterinarians are cur-
rently reporting that 
they are seeing double 
the number of cases than 
what is typically seen 
during a canine infec-
tious respiratory disease 
outbreak. The cases are 
presenting with pro-
longed coughing which 
can last weeks to months 
with minimal response to 
treatment. In some cases, 
the dogs have progressed 
to contracting pneumonia 
and require hospitaliza-
tion. In rare cases, the 
canine patients progress 
quickly from pneumonia 
to death.

“Some diagnostics have 
been completed, but there 
has not been any conclu-
sive testing to indicate 
what may be causing the 
increased prevalence of 
this respiratory disease. 
This does not necessar-
ily mean this is a new or 
novel virus as there are 
many causes for canine 
respiratory infections, 
but we are working on 
additional diagnostics at 
this time.  

“CDA is currently 
working with partners 
from Colorado State Uni-
versity (CSU) Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital (VTH) 
and Veterinary Diagnos-
tic Laboratory (VDL), 
Colorado Department of 
Public Health and En-
vironment (CDPHE), 
the United States De-
partment of Agriculture 
(USDA), and the Colo-
rado Veterinary Medical 
Association (CVMA) to 
coordinate on the situa-
tion.  

“This website will be 
updated as we learn ad-
ditional information, so 
please check back fre-
quently.”

For more information 
about the virus, visit 
www.ag.colorado.gov.

By SAN LUIS VALLEY 
REC

MONTE VISTA— Kim 
Wakasugi was recently 
voted onto the San Luis 
Valley REC Board of Di-
rectors to fill a vacancy 
left by her husband, Cole, 
who passed away this 
past spring. During the 
Oct. 24 board meeting, 
Wakasugi was unani-
mously appointed to 
serve as the next Costilla 
County, District 2 direc-
tor by the other six board 
members and will serve 
the remainder of the term 
ending in 2024.

Born in Ft. Smith, Ark., 
Wakasugi moved to the 
San Luis Valley as a teen 
and graduated from Si-
erra Grande, then earned 
her bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education at 

Adams State.
With two small chil-

dren, Brisha and Bradley, 
Wakasugi was a stay-at-
home mom and worked 
as a substitute teacher, 
while also helping on 
the family farm, Three S 
Ranch. In 2019, she be-
gan working part-time as 
a district manager for the 
Trinchera Subdistrict. 

“San Luis Valley REC 
was important to Cole; 
when no one was step-
ping up to take over his 
seat, I decided that I 
needed to. It’s important 
for people in our area to 
have a voice and know 
about REC and Ciello. As 
a new board member, I’m 
looking forward to learn-
ing the electrical world 
and benefitting Costilla 
County and my commu-

Online - www.alamosanews.com
719-589-2553

2205 State Ave.
Alamosa
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS December
SUNDAY • 3 MONDAY • 4 TUESDAY • 5 WEDNESDAY • 6 THURSDAY • 7 FRIDAY • 8 SATURDAY • 9

Theatre Holiday

Production: The One-

Act Play That Goes 

Wrong 2 p.m. Theatre

Building SLV Federal 

Bank Main Stage

719-587-8499

theatre.adams.edu

Lunchtime Talk in 

STEM: Michael

Faraday’s Christmas

Candle Lectures Marty 

Jones, Ph.D., 12 p.m. 

Porter Hall 130 Free

Zacheis Planetarium 

Free Movies: 5:30 p.m.

Oasis in Space and

Europe to the Stars

Music Faculty Recital: 

Brooke Miller, D.M.A.

7 p.m. Leon Memorial 

Hall

Zacheis Planetarium 

Free Movies:

5:30 p.m. Extreme 

Planets and Cleopatra’s 

Universe

Faculty Lecture:

A Conversation about 

Wellness and Well-Being 

in Higher Education 

Jess Gagliardi, First Year 

Seminar Director, and

AJ Webb, Assistant

Professor of Business, 

6 p.m. McDaniel Hall 

101 Free

W Wrestling RMAC 

Dual 6 p.m. Plachy Hall 

Gymnasium

W Basketball vs Colo. 

State University Pueblo 

5:30 p.m. Plachy Hall

M Basketball vs Colo. 

State University Pueblo 

7:30 p.m. Plachy Hall

Theatre Holiday

Production: The One-

Act Play That Goes 

Wrong Directed by John 

H. Taylor, Ph.D.,

7:30 p.m. Theatre

Building SLV Federal 

Bank Main Stage

719-587-8499

theatre.adams.edu

W Basketball vs New 

Mexico Highlands

University 5:30 p.m. 

Plachy Hall

M Basketball vs New 

Mexico Highlands

University 7:30 p.m. 

Plachy Hall

Theatre Holiday

Production: The 

One-Act Play That 

Goes Wrong 7:30 p.m. 

Theatre Building SLV 

Federal Bank Main 

Stage

Through December 15

Cloyde Snook Gallery: Light and Glass - in the spirit of Taos Alchemy 

Robin Stanaway

Hatfield Gallery: Upcycle: a Play on Light Mary Hoffman

Gallery Hours: 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday

www.adams.edu

Stop in and shop at Krivanek Jewelers where we make 
the holiday shopping easy! With a new Sale every week! 

So you never miss an opportunity for the perfect gift! 

November 21st - December 2nd all 
engagement rings and wedding sets will 
be 20-30% Off 
December 3rd - 9th all Diamond and 
fashion jewelry will be 20-30% Off 
December 10th - 16th all colored stone 
jewelry will be 20-30% off 
December 17th- 24th Select Estate Items 
will be 20-30% Off 
Only at Krivanek Jewelers • 101 F St. • Salida

Holiday Specials!

the locomotives are SD-
70 MAC’s. The paint job 
also includes the name of 
the railroad owner Stefan 
Soloviev.

The SD-70 MAC’s were 
built by the Electro-Mo-
tive Division of General 
Motors in 2002. Many of 
the locomotives produced 
by GM were bought by 
BNSF and 28 were bought 
by the Alaska Railroad. 
According to that railroad, 
the SD-MAC name is com-
prised of, SD, which refers 
to Special Duty, and MAC 
translates to M for modi-
fied cab and AC for Alter-
nating Current traction 
motors.

Between 1993 and 
2003, over 1,500 locomo-
tives were built for five 
railroads across North 
America. The Alaska 
Railroad terms the lo-
comotives as the “back-
bone,” of daily train oper-
ations. Founded in 1922, 
the Electro-Motive Divi-

sion of General Motors 
had a long and storied 
history in the production 
of these workhorses. In 
2005, the business was 
sold to Greenbrier Equity 
and Berkshire Partners. 
In 2010, the business was 
bought by Progress Rail 
a division of Caterpillar 
Inc.

The Colorado Pacific 
Rio Grande is a 150-mile 
line that serves Alamosa, 
Huerfano, Costilla, Cone-
jos, and Rio Grande coun-
ties with 12 stations along 
its route. In Alamosa, 
the line splits, with one 
branch extending south 
to Antonito, and the other 
continuing northeast to 
South Fork. The railroad 
was bought last in bank-
ruptcy proceedings by So-
loviev of New York.

According to Prince, 
several of the locomotives 
will go to the Colorado 
Pacific Railroad in Eads, 
which is also owned by 
Soloviev.

“The locomotives are 
definitely an upgrade for 
us,” said Prince.

Courtesy photo 

One of 10 Colorado Pacific Rio Grande Railroad locomo-
tives built by General Motors was repainted by a con-
tractor for the railroad in Alamosa. 

in exploring conservation 
opportunities by increas-
ing accessibility to ser-
vices and staff.”

The new office loca-
tion addresses a need for 
deeper engagement and 
support for landowners 
and partners, particu-
larly concerning pressing 
water issues in the San 
Luis Valley and across 
the Southern region. 
CCALT currently holds 
172,964 acres in conser-
vation easements across 
20 counties in South and 
Southwest Colorado, of 
which nearly 50,000 acres 
are within the San Luis 
Valley. The entire region 
encompasses landscapes 
with productive agricul-
tural lands and natural 
wildlife habitat. 

The Trinchera Blanca 
Foundation provided 
funding for the new of-
fice location and the new 
staff position filled by Del 

Norte resident Jocelyn 
Catterson. As CCALT’s 
conservation and out-
reach manager, she will 
manage the new office 
and CCALT’s services for 
Southern Colorado. 

“Having a local person 
to serve the needs of the 
landowners and conser-
vation community here in 

the San Luis Valley and 
Southern Colorado is in-
credibly important,” Cat-
terson said. “I am excited 
to step into this new role 
and serve the regional 
needs of CCALT from a 
local perspective.”

Prior to starting at 
CCALT, Catterson was 
awarded the Colorado 
Art, Science + Environ-
ment Fellowship and 
has been working closely 
with conservation and 
water-related organi-
zations throughout the 
San Luis Valley on an 
artistic and educational 
outreach project tied to 
groundwater. Through 
this fellowship, she devel-
oped strong relationships 
with farmers, ranchers, 
public agencies, and con-
servation organizations 
throughout the area.

The Colorado Cattle-

men’s Agricultural Land 
Trust (CCALT) is a non-
profit land conservation 
organization whose mis-
sion is to “…conserve Col-
orado’s western heritage 
and working landscapes 
for the benefit of future 
generations.” CCALT has 
worked with over 400 
families to conserve more 
than 770,000 acres to 
date statewide.

The Trinchera Blanca 
Foundation, the Colora-
do affiliate of The Moore 
Charitable Foundation, 
founded by Louis Bacon 
in 1992, supports organi-
zations committed to pro-
tecting land, water, and 
wildlife habitat in Colora-
do’s San Luis Valley. The 
Trinchera Blanca Foun-
dation also supports com-
munity programs dedicat-
ed to improving quality of 
life in the region.

Courtesy photo

In 2007 the Worcester 
family established the 
non-profit group Wreaths 
Across America to further 
promote Veterans re-
membrance. The mission 
Remember, Honor and 
Teach characterized the 
projects goals perfectly.

The wreath laying, 
held annually on a Sat-
urday of December, 
was unanimously voted 
by the US Congress as 
“Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca Day”. Wreaths Across 
America would not be 
successful without the 
help of the volunteers, 
many active organiza-
tions and the generosity 
of the trucking industry.

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica Day is Saturday, 
Dec. 16 — when citizens 
across the country “come 

together to remember our 
fallen, honor those who 
serve, and teach younger 
generations the value of 
freedom. The courage and 
sacrifice of our military 
and Veterans should nev-
er be forgotten,” organiz-
ers stated.

You can show them 
your appreciation and 
gratitude by sponsoring a 
wreath for the Homelake 
Veterans Cemetery. This 
year, the ceremony will 
take place at 10 a.m. at 
the Homelake Veterans 
Cemetery and volun-
teers will place Veterans’ 
wreaths following the cer-
emony. 

“You’ll be joining fellow 
patriots as we say their 
names and show support 
for their families,” local 
organizers stated.

For more information 
or to sponsor a wreath for 
$17, contact Pam Self at 
719-852-8216.

Courier file photo

The Alamosa Christmas Light Parade is scheduled for 6 
p.m. on Dec. 23. 

Holiday festivities abound in the Valley
STAFF REPORT

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
— The holiday season 
is upon us, and the San 
Luis Valley has plenty of 
festive activities sched-
uled. We have compiled 
this list of the many fun 
events. We will update 
this list throughout the 
season.

Saturday, Dec. 2
Sacred Heart Catho-

lic Church Holiday Ba-
zaar 

• 8 a.m.-1 p.m. – 715 
Fourth St., Alamosa 
Crafts, bake sale, church 
raffle, lunch

Gingerbread Festi-
val

• 9 a.m.-11 a.m. - Rio 
Grande Farm Park in 
Alamosa

Drive-thru event. San-
ta Claus will be there to 
greet the children and 
their families. Hosted by 
Tu Casa, Inc. 

Monte Vista Christ-
mas Celebration

• 5:15 p.m. – Tree light-
ing and caroling (with 
a visit from Santa and 
the Grinch), Fullenwider 
Park in Monte Vista.

• 6 p.m. – Parade on 
Adams Street

Monte Vista Holiday 
Bazaar

• 9 a.m.-4 p.m. - Ski Hi 
Complex, Monte Vista

Vendors, crafts, photos 
with Santa. 

Saguache Holiday 
Bazaar

• 10 a.m.-3 p.m. - 
Mountain Valley School 
Gym, 403 Pitkin Ave., Sa-
guache.

A John Denver 
Christmas

• 7 p.m. - Society Hall, 
400 Ross Ave., Alamosa

John Denver tribute 
artist Chris Collins pres-
ents “A John Denver 

Christmas.” Accompa-
nying Chris will be key-
boardist Nigel Newton, 
from Chris’s Boulder 
Canyon Band.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
St. Nick at the Bricks
• 4-6 p.m. - Alamosa 

High School stadium
The Alamosa Alumni 

Association along with 
Maroon Pride, AHS Stu-
dent Council, Ef’s Restau-
rant and the 5 Star Riders 
Car Club will be hosting 
the annual St. Nick at the 
Bricks. There will be free 
posole, biscochitos, hot 
cocoa, and candy canes as 
well as free craft activi-
ties, selfies with Santa, 
holiday music, and more!

Please join us for an eve-
ning of holiday cheer and 
good tidings in front of the 

AHS athletic stadium. Do-
nations for the Alumni As-
sociation food drive, coat 
drive and toy drive will 
also be accepted and ap-
preciated that evening.

Friday, Dec. 8
SLV Christmas Con-

cert
• 7 p.m. - Society Hall, 

400 Ross Ave.
The SLV Communi-

ty Band will perform a 
Christmas Concert that 
will be recorded. $10.

Saturday, Dec. 9
Winter Market
• 10 a.m.-2 p.m. - North 

River Greenhouse, 1155 
W 7th St., Alamosa

Booths with unique 
gifts, organic food, and 
local products. Activity 
booths for pot painting, 
custom succulents plant-

ing area. This event is 
Dec. 9 and Dec.16

Creede Holiday Mar-
ket

• 11 a.m.-3 p.m. - down-
town Creede

Local shops and ven-

dors, fire pits, kids’ activi-
ties, carolers, food, drink, 
live music

San Luis Tree Lighting
• 6 p.m. - Town Hall
Enjoy tree lighting, 

presents, apple cider.
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Nelda Curtiss
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Gregg 
Goodland

Land, Water 
and People

“You light up 
my life” by Deb-
by Boone was 
playing in the 
living room as 
I was hurriedly 
trying to find a 
ride to my OB/
GYN Dr. Forks’ 
office in San An-
tonio. 

The apart-
ment complex 
housed mostly 
students from Southwest Texas State 
University, and it was already the 
winter break and a Friday, too. I don’t 
know how I found her, but I was so glad 
she answered my knock at 7 a.m.  Carol 
was a sophomore at SWTSU and said 
she would drive me as long as I prom-
ised not to have my baby in her car.  

I don’t remember what I said to con-
vince her to be my taxi; but Carol was a 
willing soul, and I was so grateful.

A few hours earlier at 2 a.m. when I 
was in the bathroom, my water broke. 
I didn’t know what to do. I had official 
natural birth classes; but no one ex-
plained what to do if your husband is 
hunting in the Texas Hill Country when 
the baby starts pushing. So, I called my 
mother. I could hear the excitement in 
Mom’s voice when she urged me, “Get to 
the doctor’s office.” 

The answering service put me 
through to Dr. Forks who was adamant 
I needed to get on the road. I had been 
trying to reach my husband to no avail. 
Dr. Forks, calling an hour later, said, “I 
want you to arrive at the office and from 
there, we wheel you over to the hospi-
tal delivery.” In fact, he and his staff 
didn’t understand why I wasn’t already 
there.  But as I was still trying to get 
myself packed and out the door. How-
ever, I couldn’t reach my husband—no 
cell phones yet in 1977. Finally, I called 
the Wimberly sheriff office as the last 
resort; and they promised to track him 
down and let him know to “Get to the 
hospital pronto.”

The young student’s Chevrolet Ca-
price had enough room, but my belly 
took up so much of the passenger side.  
I remember being on the highway head-
ing from San Marcos to the north side 
of San Antonio. I remember Carol beg-
ging me, “PLEASE don’t have the baby 
in my car!” We were both such novices 
and I was so glad she decided she could 
drive an hour to the hospital even with 
her angst flapping on her sleeve.

Once there, Carol disappeared — 
most likely returning to her apartment, 
the nurses ushered me into the doctor’s 
exam room so he could confirm the little 
boy was on his way. 

Sometime during the labored hours, 
my husband came in from the deer 
blind and rolling Texas Hills. In the 
birthing classes, he had learned that 
telling jokes helps to calm the mother-
to-be.  However, I found him telling 
and retelling the same joke. All these 
years hence, I cannot recall that joke; 
but I suspect it was something about a 
preacher walking into a bar. I remem-
ber after I had an epidural for the pain, 
that I kept telling the baby’s father: “I 
need to get home to take care of the pets 
– those pesky roaches,” I laughed in a 
rare moment without crying.

Nurses finally ushered me into the 
delivery room, and the little boy, who 
still lights up my life as my son, arrived 
at 2:28 p.m. on a Friday afternoon.  It 
was a happy day to remember.

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college educa-
tor and long-time local columnist. Reach 
her at columnsbynellie.com or email her 
at columnsbynellie@gmail.com.

A happy 
day to 

remember

Photo by Gregg Goodland

Rio Grande National Public Affairs Officer Gregg Goodland writes this week about his 
family’s Christmas tree cutting tradition.

Christmas tree cutting tradition
What fun I get to 

have when I talk 
about one of my fa-
vorite subjects — 
family Christmas 
traditions. And to 
be able to combine 
it with my passion 
for the outdoors is 
a real bonus. You’ve 
already guessed it! 
Cutting your own 
Christmas tree is 
an age-old family 
tradition that is as much a part of me 
as my family is. 

The first outdoor activity I did af-
ter starting work on the Rio Grande 
National Forest four years ago was 
harvesting a Christmas tree. I was 
certainly not alone in my quest. It’s 
a tradition that millions of families 
have enjoyed for generations. I wrote 
about that day in my first submission 
to Land, Water and People in Decem-
ber of 2019. I also wrote about it in 
2020 and I thought it would be fun to 
dust off parts of both those articles 
and share with you again, the joy and 
rules of cutting a Christmas tree.

A couple of years ago one of my 
daughters and I were able to drive fur-
ther into the national forest than nor-
mal years because of the lack of deep 
snow. We drove pretty far up a forest 
road, stopped to put the tire chains on 
and drove further still. Making first 
tracks on the road provides almost a 
childish thrill but hey, I get to have 
fun too. We finally hit the brakes and 
the annual march through deep snow 
began. Secretly, we both wanted to 
be the one to find that perfect tree, so 
we passed numerous very lovely trees 
thinking “I’ll remember that one if 
I don’t find a better one.” How many 
times have you done that and never 
COULD find it again! It is frustrating, 
but all you can do is laugh! We tracked 
up the forest’s snow blanket, inspected 
millions (ok dozens) of trees, and left 
snow angels in the unbroken snow, 
just to be promptly covered that very 
evening. We cut our two trees, dragged 
them, tagged them, and left the area 
just as the cold was tightening its grip 
on the mountain. Heading down, we 
were treated to a spectacular display of 
colors, typical of San Luis Valley sun-
sets in the winter. The hot chocolate 
and something else inside warmed us 
as we drove back home that evening. I 
think I know what it was.

A brief history of Christmas trees 
suggests that they began to be more 
common in America with first record 
of one used by German immigrants 
in Pennsylvania in the 1830’s. Af-
ter Queen Victoria and her German 
Prince, Albert, were sketched in the 
Illustrated London News standing 

with their children around a Christ-
mas tree, the tradition was immedi-
ately deemed fashionable in both Eng-
land and America. The Christmas tree 
had arrived. Since then, families have 
enjoyed searching for the perfect tree 
for generations. Many of the trees you 
will find might be a bit oddly shaped. 
But, that just ads to the Christmas 
character of each home. 

This weekend, we’ll get our tree 
and will decorate it while listening to 
our favorite old Christmas songs and 
some of the kids’ newer music. A sec-
ond batch of treats will be in order as 
the warmth and tantalizing smells of 
the oven fill the room and add to the 
occasion. 

Once again, the Rio Grande National 
Forest is offering permits to cut your 
Christmas tree this year. Like always, 
you need to get a permit and follow all 
the normal rules. They are necessary 
to maintain a program that will last 
for generations. Most importantly, be 
sure you are on Rio Grande National 
Forest lands before cutting your tree. 
Please don’t disappoint our neighbors 
by going onto their land. 

If you would like to harvest a Christ-
mas tree for your family, feel free to 
contact one of our offices to learn more 
about it. You can also visit our dedicated 
Christmas Tree web page to learn where 
to buy the permits locally: www.fs.usda.
gov/goto/Rio_Grande_Christmas_Tree.

I plan to continue our real Christ-
mas tree family tradition, as long as 
I can get out there and find one. I 
said it in my first article – I will al-
ways look to our National Forests to 
provide the location. The Rio Grande 
National Forest will be my choice for 
many years to come.

So, if you haven’t already, get your 
permit(s), bundle up, load the sleds, 

hot chocolate and your lunch, then 
jump in the truck and make a day 
of the excursion. Plan for bad roads, 
securing the tree to your vehicle and 
don’t forget the hand saw! Your Rio 
Grande National Forest may still be 
hiding YOUR perfect Christmas tree.

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 
Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. An avid outdoor enthusiast, he 
promotes the responsible and safe use 
of our public lands.
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Religion

Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
 Wednesday Worship, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
Pastor Anthony Bowden
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Morning Worship
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702
United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00

 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for informa-

tion.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 10:15 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

There was a time, long 
ago, when it was easy to 
pinpoint the beginning 
and end of the 
“ C h r i s t m a s 
season.”

In cultures 
linked to cen-
turies of Chris-
tian tradition, 
the feast of 
Christmas -- 
the Nativity of 
Our Lord Je-
sus Christ or 
Christ Mass -- 
was on Dec. 25, the start 
of a festive 12-day sea-
son that ended with the 
Feast of the Epiphany. 
Many Eastern Orthodox 
churches continue to use 
the ancient Julian calen-
dar, celebrating Christ-
mas on Jan. 7.

Then there is the 
“Christmas season” for 
the whole culture. One big 
change occurred on Dec. 
26, 1941, when President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
-- focusing on Christmas 
shopping -- signed a joint 
resolution of Congress 
defining Thanksgiving as 
the fourth Thursday in 
November. That estab-
lished an official start-
ing line for the dash to 
Christmas.

By the early 1960s, the 
name “Black Friday” was 
attached to the day af-
ter Thanksgiving, with 
armies of shoppers head-
ing to downtown stores 
and, eventually, the 

Once again, Christmas is changing -- world without end
shopping malls that re-
placed them. This brand 
of Christmas opened with 

a bang, with 
throngs gath-
ering before 
dawn to grab 
“Black Friday” 
bargains, with 
police pres-
ent to control 
the inevitable 
pushing and 
shoving.

Then came 
the internet, 

with more changes in 
the size and shape of the 
commercial steamroller 
known as the “Holidays.”

“It’s safe to say that 
Black Friday has become 
a concept, not an event. 
We have ended up with 
Black Fridays all the way 
down” the calendar dur-
ing November, said Jer-
emy Lott, managing edi-
tor for publications at the 
Competitive Enterprise 
Institute and former edi-
tor of the RealClearReli-
gion website.

“Basically, we’re talk-
ing about Black Friday 
after Black Friday ev-
erywhere, world without 
end. Amen,” he added in 
a telephone interview.

It’s true that millions of 
shoppers can flock to any 
“malls that are still open,” 
he said. But in terms of 
large-scale holiday rites, 
the “liturgy of the shop-
ping mall” has devolved 
into smaller rites focus-

ing on waves of sales in 
strip-mall shops and big-
box stores located nearby.

At the same time, re-
gional, national and in-
ternational computer net-
works and digital “clouds” 
are making it easy for on-
the-ground businesses to 
create new “Holiday” op-
tions in the marketplace, 
in which everyone, every-
where, is caught in a life-
and-death struggle with 
Amazon.com and the on-
line giants.

Thus, the old “Black 
Friday” after Thanksgiv-
ing led to “Small Busi-
ness Saturday,” followed 
by “Cyber Monday” and 
“Giving Tuesday.” Mean-
while, anyone paying 
attention to television 
networks, cable televi-
sion networks and online 
streaming services has 
seen “Christmas” and 
“Holiday” programs and 
advertisements creep, in 
reverse, past Thanksgiv-
ing and even Halloween.

In a Washington Ex-
aminer commentary, Lott 
noted that it’s hard to 
know how these realities 
will shape the future -- 
for businesses or consum-
ers. One shopper told Lott 
that the trend of extend-
ing the borders of the sea-
son “makes me turn into 
a combination of Charlie 
Brown and Ted Kaczyn-
ski,” referring to the do-
mestic terrorist known as 
the Unabomber.

“The jury is still out 
on whether earlier sales 
will provide a big boost 
for retailers,” wrote Lott. 
“Many consumers profess 
disgust at the widening 
of the holiday selling sea-
son, yet economists dis-
tinguish between stated 
and revealed preferences. 
Stated preferences are 
what we say; revealed 
preferences are what we 
actually do.”

Based on polling from 
this fall, Gallup research-
ers reported that when 
asked “when they planned 
to start shopping this year, 
41% of U.S. holiday shop-
pers” said they planned to 
“start their shopping be-

fore November.”
What about Christmas, 

the holy day? In the midst 
of all this change, it’s get-
ting harder for Christian 
leaders to know how to 
handle Christmas, not to 
mention the once quiet, 
penitential season during 
the weeks before Dec. 25, 
known as Advent (Nativ-
ity Lent in Eastern Or-
thodoxy).

The question is wheth-
er the rise of online shop-
ping and “Holiday” sales 
spread over a larger 
amount of time will make 
it easier, or harder, for re-
ligious believers to focus 
on their faith before and 
after Dec. 25.

“The one big mall is 
dead,” noted Lott. “The 
mall has been unbundled 
and now it’s everywhere. 
You can go online and do 
your shopping without 
heading into the old Black 
Friday crush and maybe 
even getting hurt. You 
don’t have to do that any-
more. You have other op-
tions. The question is what 
kinds of choices people are 
going to make when deal-
ing with these changes.”

Terry Mattingly leads 
GetReligion.org and lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
He is a senior fellow at the 
Overby Center at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

Saturday, December 2, 
2023

“He that is slow to an-
ger is better than the 
mighty; and he that rules 
his spirit than he that 
takes a city.” (Proverbs 
16:32 AKJV)

These are good words 
to heed on a daily basis. 
They will save us a lot of 
grief.

Sunday, December 3, 
2023

“And after the earth-
quake a fire; but the 
LORD was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still 
small voice.” (1 Kings 
19:12 AKJV)

God sometimes speaks 
in the still small voice. 
Are you listening?

Monday, December 4, 
2023

“Yet I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees which have 
not bowed to Baal, and 

every mouth which has 
not kissed him.” (1 Kings 
19:18 AKJV)

Dear follower of the 
Lord. You are not alone. 
God has others 
who are follow-
ing Him also.

Tuesday, De-
cember 5, 2023

“O give thanks 
to the LORD; for 
he is good: for his 
mercy endures for ever.” 
(Psalms 136:1 AKJV)

Amen! God is good and 
He is merciful. Thank you 
Lord.

Wednesday, December 
6, 2023

“The beginning of strife 
is as when one lets out 
water: therefore leave off 
contention, before it be 
meddled with.” (Proverbs 
17:14 AKJV)

Don’t say something 
that you will regret later. 
You will be glad that you 

held your tongue.
Thursday, December 7, 

2023
“And Elijah came to 

all the people, and said, 
How long halt 
you between two 
opinions? if the 
LORD be God, 
follow him: but 
if Baal, then fol-
low him. And the 
people answered 

him not a word.” (1 Kings 
18:21 AKJV)

There is no in between 
with God. You have al-
ready made a choice. 
What is it?

Friday, December 8, 
2023

“And when all the peo-
ple saw it, they fell on 
their faces: and they said, 
The LORD, he is the God; 
the LORD, he is the God.” 
(1 Kings 18:39 AKJV)

It’s true. The Lord is the 
one and only true God.



Sports

Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on 
Twitter. His handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD

THURSDAY

Prep boys 

basketball

Centauri 57, Dove 
Creek 17

Center 62, Creede 
41

Monte Vista 35, 
Rocky Ford 33, OT

Sangre de Cristo 52, 
Antonito 13

Sargent 51, Cheraw 
39

Prep girls 

basketball

Centauri 40, Dove 
Creek 30

Center 66, Creede 
30

Monte Vista 48, 
Pueblo Centennial 15

Sangre de Cristo 78, 
Antonito 4

Sargent 47, Cheraw 
39

FRIDAY

Prep boys 

basketball

Alamosa 76, Ellicott 
19

Cheraw 59, Creede 
31

Lamar 34, Del Norte 
33

Moffat 52, South 
Park 36

Monte Vista 45, 
Swallows Char ter 
Academy 34

Sangre de Cristo 44, 
Dolores 41

Salida 71, Sanford 
46

Sargent 43, Center 
25

Sierra Grande at 
Springfield - no report

Soroco 58, Antonito 

23

Prep girls 

basketball

Alamosa 55, Ellicott 

16

Cheraw 50, Creede 

26

Lake City 31, An-

tonito 26

Lamar 37, Del Norte 

12

Moffat vs. South 

Park - no report

Monte Vista 52, 

Pueblo Central 20

Salida at Sanford - 

no report

Sangre de Cristo 52, 

Dolores 26

Sargent 44, Center 

38

Springfield 61, Si-

erra Grande 12

Prep boys 

wrestling

La Junta 51, Monte 

Vista 26

College men’s 

basketball

Western Colorado 

77, Adams State 76, OT

College women’s 

basketball

Adams State 71, 

Western Colorado 69

SCHEDULE

SATURDAY

Prep boys 

basketball

Creede vs.Antonito 

(Sangre de Cristo 

Shootout), 9:40 a.m.

Del Norte vs. Elli-

cott (Erik Melgoza 

Shootout at Alamosa), 

11:30 a.m.

Dove Creek vs. Mc-

Clave (Mountain Top 

Invitational), 11:30 

p.m.

Ignacio at Centauri 

(Mountain Top Invita-

tional), 11:30 p.m.

Monte Vista vs. St. 

Mary’s (Rye Invita-

tional), 11:30 a.m.

Cheraw vs. Soroco 

(Sangre de Cristo 

Shootout), 1 p.m.

Durango at Cen-

tauri (Mountain Top 

Invitational), 2:30 p.m.

Sierra Grande vs. 

Holly or South Baca 

(R.L. Ballard Invita-

tional at Springfield), 

3 or 6 p.m.

Lamar at Alamosa 

(Erik Melgoza Shoot-

out), 2:30 p.m.

Center vs. Dolo-

res (Sangre de Cristo 

Shootout), 4:20 p.m.

Moffat vs. Cripple 

Creek-Victor or Coto-

paxi (Cotopaxi Invi-

tational), 4:30 or 7:30 

p.m.

Sargent at Sangre 

de Cristo (Sangre de 

Cristo Shootout), 7:40 

p.m.

Prep girls 

basketball

Creede vs. Antoni-

to (Sangre de Cristo 

Shootout), 8 a.m.

Del Norte vs. Lamar 

(Erik Melgoza Shoot-

out at Alamosa), 10 

a.m.

Dove Creek at Cen-

tauri JV (Mountain Top 

Invitational), 10 a.m.

Ignacio vs. Olathe 

(Mountain Top Invi-

tational), 10 a.m.

Cheraw vs. Lake 

City (Sangre de Cristo 

Shootout), 11:20 a.m.

Ellicott at Alamosa 

(Erik Melgoza Shoot-

out), 1 p.m.

Monte Vista vs. 

Swink (Rye Invita-

tional), 1 p.m.

Sierra Grande vs. 

Holly or South Baca 

(R.L. Ballard Invita-

tional at Springfield), 

1:30 or 4:30 p.m.

Durango at Cen-

tauri (Mountain Top 

Invitational), 2:30 p.m.

Center vs. Dolo-

res (Sangre de Cristo 

Shootout), 2:40 p.m.

Moffat vs. Cripple 

Creek-Victor or Coto-

paxi (Cotopaxi Invita-

tional), 3 or 6 p.m.

Sargent at Sangre 

de Cristo winner (San-

gre de Cristo Shoot-

out), 6 p.m.

Prep boys 

wrestling

Alamosa at Rocky 

Ford Invitational, 8:30 

a.m.

Centauri at Buena 

Vista Invitational, 9 

a.m.

Center, Del Norte, 

Monte Vista, Sargent, 

Sierra Grande/Cen-

tennial at Fowler In-

vitational, 9 a.m.

College indoor 

track and field

Adams State at Sha-

ron Colyear-Danville 

season opener (at 

Boston), 10 a.m.

MONDAY

Prep boys 

basketball

Cripple Creek-Vic-

tor at Moffat, 5 p.m.

Prep girls 

basketball

Cripple Creek-Vic-

tor at Moffat, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY

Prep girls 

swimming

Pueblo West at Sar-

gent (at Plachy Hall 

pool), 5 p.m.

College men’s 

basketball

Adams State at Fort 

Lewis, 7 p.m.

College women’s 

basketball

Adams State at Fort 

Lewis, 5 p.m.

College women’s 

wrestling

Adams State at Bob 

Smith Open (at Hays, 

Kan.), TBA
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Alamosa boys bury Ellicott; Lamar 
comes back to defeat Del Norte

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The First Annual Erik Melgoza 
Shootout saw two contrasting games in the boys contests 
Friday at the Alamosa High School gym.

The first game saw Lamar come from behind to 
defeat Del Norte 34-33, and the second saw Alamosa 
crush Ellicott 76-19.

Alamosa 76, Ellicott 19
The Mean Moose got off to a fast start as they scored 

the first 16 points of the game. Brant Jackson scored 
six of the points.

Ellicott got on the board on a jumper by Parris 
Erickson, but Alamosa scored the final six points of 
the quarter for a 22-2 lead at the end of the first.

The Thunderhawks closed to within 26-7, but the 
Mean Moose scored eight straight points and led 36-
10 at halftime.

Parker Gilmore, Victor Zepeda and Zack Crowther 
all hit 3-point baskets to begin the third quarter and 
they eventually led 58-10. Ellicott scored the final four 
points of the quarter.

The fourth quarter was played under a running clock 
with Alamosa outscoring Ellicott 18-5.

Jackson led all scorers with 25 points, followed by 
Gilmore with 12 and Zepeda with 10.

Tavon Flewellen led Ellicott with seven points.
Lamar 34, Del Norte 33

Gabrian Jacobs gave the Thunder the early lead by 
splitting a pair of free throws. LaShawn Trujillo gave 
the Tigers the lead with back-to-back layups.

Jacobs scored a layup, but Del Norte got five straight 
points. Lamar got a layup to close the margin to 9-5 at 
the end of the first quarter.

The second quarter was a low-scoring affair with 
both teams tallying on six points apiece as the Tigers 
led 15-11.

Lamar came back to tie the score at 17-17 midway 
through the third quarter, but Kelby Mondragon hit 
a three for Del Norte. Tytus Atencio scored the Tigers’ 
final two points of the quarter for a 25-20 lead.

Lamar rallied to reduce the deficit to 27-26, but Del 
Norte scored six straight points to take its largest 
lead at 33-26.

Lamar scored the final eight points with Jacob 
Dunning putting Lamar into the lead with two free 
throws with 32 second remaining.

Del Norte attempted a shot just before time expired, 
but it was blocked.

Atencio led Del Norte in scoring with 13 points, 
followed by Mondragon wit5h 12.

Dunning was Lamar’s top scorer with eight points, 
followed by Jacobs with seven.

Today’s schedule
The tournament concludes today with Del Norte (0-1) 

facing Ellicott (0-1) at 11:30 a.m., and Alamosa (1-0) 
will play Lamar (1-0) at 2:30 p.m.

Alamosa76, Ellicott 19
Ellicott – Flewellen 2 2-2 7, Peters 1 0-0 3, Bourgeois 1 1-1 3, Bonilla 0 0-2 0, Or-
berg 0 0-0 0, Briggs 1 0-0 2, Cerros 0 0-0 0, Erickson 1 0-0 2, Robles 1 0-0 2, Pickett 
0-0 0 0. Total 7 3-5 19.
3-point goals – Flewellen 1, Peters 1. Total 3.
Alamosa – Zepeda 4 1-2 10, Gilmore 5 0-0 12, Jackson 12 0-0 25, Motz 3 1-1 7, 
Meis 3 0-0 7, Lujan 1 0-0 2, Crowther 3 1-3 9, Moeller 0 0-0 0, Heredia 1 0-0 2, 
Ruybal 1 0-0 2. Total 33 3-6 76.
3-point goals – Crowther 2, Gilmore 2, Jackson 1, Meis 1, Zepeda 1. Total 7.

Ellicott  2 8 4 5 – 19
Alamosa  22 14 22 18 – 76
Fouls – Ellicott 7, Alamosa 12.

Lamar 34, Del Norte 33
Lamar – Martinez 1 0-0 3, DeLaRosa 0 0-0 0, Williamson 1 0-2 2, Jacobs 2 3-8 7, 
Thacker 2 0-0 4, Estrada 2 0-0 5, Vasquez 1 1-1 3, Pollart 1 0-0 2, Moreno 0 0-0 0, 
Shelton 0 0-0 0, Dunning 3 2-6 8. Total 13 6-17 34.
3-point goals – Estrada 1, Martinez 1. Total 2.
Del Norte – Trujillo 3 0-0 6, Atencio 6 0-0 13, Pacheco 0 0-0 0, Mondragon 5 0-0 
12, Bailey 1 0-0 2, Williams 0 0-0 0, Worz 0 0-0 0, Estrada 0 0-0 0. Total 15 0-0 33.
3-point goals – Mondragon 2, Atencio 1. Total 3.
Lamar  5 6 9 14 – 34
Del Norte  9 6 10 8 – 33
Fouls – Lamar11, Del Norte 9.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Alamosa High School’s Brant Jackson dunks the 
ball in Friday’s Erick Melgoza Shootout game againt 
Ellicott at the AHS gym. Jackson scored 25 points as 
the Mean Moose defeated the Thunderhawks 76-19.

Lady Moose crushes Ellicott; Del 
Norte loses to Lamar

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The First Annual Erik Melgoza 
Shootout got underway on Friday at the Alamosa High 
School gym.

The girls games saw Lamar easily defeat Del Norte 
37-12, and Alamosa cruise past Ellicott 55-16.

Alamosa 55, Ellicott 16
The Lady Mean Moose started quickly as they scored 

the first 12 points of the game. The Lady Thunderhawks 
got on the board with 3:45 left in the first quarter, but 
Taybor Wiedeman scored the final points of the quarter 
and Alamosa led 14-2.

Ellicott scored the first points of the second quarter 
on a pair of free throws. That would be its only points 
of 5he period as Alamosa scored the final 12 points for 
a 26-4 advantage at halftime.

Laci Christensen started the second half with a 
3-point basket and Aubrey Rothermich followed with 
a layup. Ellicott scored four straight points and after 
a layup by Arreli Felix, the Lady Thunderhawks got a 
three from Kayley Wright to close within 33-11.

Christensen nailed another trey, and Morgan Ortega 
scored the final five points of the quarter for a 41-12 
advantage.

Alamosa finished strong as it outscored Ellicott 14-4 
in the final quarter.

Ortega led the Lady Mean Moose with 19 points, and 
Christensen added 14.

Leading Ellicott were Wright and Hayden Ferguson 
both with four.

Lamar 37, Del Norte 12
The Lady Thunder took off to an early lead as they 

shut out the Lady Tigers 15-0 in the first quarter. 
Brooklyn Robbins scored 10 points for Lamar in the 
first quarter.

The Lady Thunder continued the momentum into 
the second quarter as they scored the first five points 
to extend their lead to 20-0.

Kayleigh Haynie put the Lady Tigers on the board 
with a layup. Lamar scored two more baskets, but 
Emma Parra closed out the quarter with a layup to cut 
the Lady Thunder’s lead to 24-4 at halftime.

Lamar scored the first five points of the third quarter. 
Parra accounted for Del Norte’s only score in the quarter 
but the Lady Thunder led 29-6 at the end of the period.

Del Norte’s Reese Brown scored the team’s first 
3-point basket of the game. Lamar scored eight points 
in the fourth quarter, but Kaitlyn Velasquez hit a trey 
for the Lady Tigers to round out the scoring.

Parra led Del Norte in scoring with four points, 
followed by Brown and Velasquez both with three, 
and Haynie with two.

Robbins led all scorers with 21.
Today’s schedule

Del Norte (0-1) will play Ellicott (0-1) at 10 a.m., 
while Alamosa (1-0) will take on Lamar (1-0) at 1 p.m.

Alamosa 55, Ellicott 16
Ellicott – Ferguson 1 0-2 3, Erickson 1 2-2 4, Perez 0 0-0 0, Lujan 1 1-2 3, Wright 1 
1-2 4, Tacoronte 0 2-4 2, Cecrceda-Esparza 0 0-0 0, Baca 0 0-0 0, Legarda 0 0-0 0, 
Flewellen 0 0-0 0. Total 4 6-12 16.

3-point goals – Ferguson 1, Wright 1. Total 2.
Alamosa – Christensen 5 1-2 14, Ortega 6 5-7 19, Rothermich 2 0-2 4, Garcia 3 0-0 
6, Wiedeman 1 0-0 2, Quintana 0 0-0 0, Montoya 2 1-2 6, Felix 1 0-0 2, Villava 1 0-0 
2, Rice 0 0-0 0. Total 21 7-13 55.
3-point goals – Christensen 3, Ortega 2, Montoya 1. Total 6.
Ellicott  2 2 8 4 – 16
Alamosa  14 12 15 14 – 55
Fouls – Ellicott 14, Alamosa 16. Fouled out – Tacoronte. Technical foul – Ellicott 
bench.

Lamar 37, Del Norte 12
Lamar – Milenski 3 0-0 6, Fernandez 1 0-0 2, R. Chavira 0 1-2 1, Robbins 8 1-1 21, 
Rodriguez 2 0-0 4, Gomez 0 0-0 0, K. Chavira 1 1-2 3. Total 15 3-5 37.
3-point goals – Robbins 4. Total 4.
Del Norte – Velasquez 1 0-2 3, Parra 2 0-5 4, Laymon 0 0-0 0, Brown 1 0-0 3, 
Haynie 1 0-0 2, Leggett 0 0-0 0. Total 5 0-7 12.
3-point goals – Brown 1, Velasquez 1. Total 2.
Lamar  15 9 5 8 – 37
Del Norte  0 4 2 6 – 12
Fouls – Lamar 11, Del Norte 7.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Alamosa High School’s Morgan Ortega (3) moves 
past Ellicott’s Kayley Wright (15) for a layup in 
Friday’s game at the AHS gym. Ortega scored 19 
points as the Lady Mean Moose defeated the Lady 
Thunderhawks 55-16.
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Lifestyle

Hey 
Kids!
Santa is 
waiting 
for your 
letters...
The Valley Courier will print your letters 
to Santa in our special holiday section 

and then send them on to the North Pole.
WRITE TO SANTA CLAUS IN

CARE OF THE VALLEY COURIER
AND LOOK FOR YOUR LETTER
ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

Deadline is noon December 13th
Please send your letters to:

Letters to Santa
c/o Valley Courier

PO Box 1099
Alamosa, CO  81101

By JENNIFER SHUTT
Colorado Newsline

WASHINGTON — 
New York Republican 
George Santos on Friday 
became the sixth law-
maker in history and the 
first member of the GOP 
to be expelled from the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

The 311-114 bipartisan 
vote, which required two-
thirds support, followed 
months of scandal that 
culminated in a federal 
criminal indictment and 
a damning report from 
the House Ethics Com-
mittee. Two Democrats 
voted “present” and 105 
Republicans voted for ex-
pulsion.

Several Republicans 
said during debate Thurs-
day the lies Santos al-
legedly told to fundraise 
and get elected, as well 
as misuse of campaign 
funds, should bar him 
from finishing his term.

“He has manufactured 
his entire life to defraud 
the voters of his district 
an honest choice for a 
member of Congress,” 
said New York Republi-
can Rep. Marc Molinaro. 
“He has lied to donors 
and to colleagues, taking 
advantage of election law, 
using campaign funds to 
personally benefit him-
self. And he has defamed 
not only his office, but the 
institution itself.”

Pennsylvania Demo-
cratic Rep. Susan Wild, 
the ranking member on 
the Ethics Committee, 
said during floor debate 
that Santos should no 
longer hold a seat in the 
House of Representa-
tives.

“One of our most basic 
obligations as members 
of Congress is to adhere 
to the principle that pub-
lic office is a public trust,” 

Wild said. “As the Ethics 
Committee’s report lays 
out in thorough detail, 
Mr. Santos has repeat-
edly, egregiously and bra-
zenly violated the public’s 
trust.”

Special election 
The expulsion means 

that residents in New 
York’s 3rd District will 
vote in a special elec-
tion within the next few 
months to fill the seat 
that has swung between 
Democrats and Republi-
cans over the years.

The district covers 
parts of Long Island, in-
cluding a northeastern 
section of Queens and 
much of Nassau County.

Santos won election to 
his first term in Novem-
ber 2022, when he gar-
nered about 20,000 more 
votes than his Democrat-
ic opponent.

The district was rep-
resented by Democratic 
lawmakers for the prior 
decade. Its residents 
were represented by a 
Republican from 1993 
until 2013, though the 
shape of the district has 
changed somewhat over 
the years.

The election could fur-
ther narrow Republicans’ 
majority in the House, 
making it even more dif-
ficult for GOP leaders to 
pass partisan legislation.

The balance of power 
in the House changed to 
221-213 following the ex-
pulsion vote, with Repub-
licans holding just three 
more seats than required 
to pass legislation.

History of House expul-
sions 

Congress is granted 
the ability to “punish its 
Members for disorderly 
Behaviour, and, with 
the Concurrence of two 
thirds, expel a Member,” 
according to the U.S. 

Constitution.
The U.S. House has 

used its authority before 
Friday to expel five mem-
bers, while the Senate 
has removed 15 lawmak-
ers.

Three of the House 
members previously ex-
pelled — John B. Clark 
and John W. Reid of Mis-
souri, and Henry C. Bur-
nett of Kentucky — were 
kicked out for “disloyalty 
to the Union” in 1861 
amid the Civil War.

In 1980, House law-
makers expelled Michael 
J. Myers of Pennsylvania 
for bribery, conspiracy 
and Travel Act violations.

In 2002, the House 
voted to remove James A. 
Traficant of Ohio for ille-
gal gratuity, conspiracy, 
obstruction of justice, de-
frauding the government, 
racketeering and tax eva-
sion violations.

Senators voted to ex-
pel 14 lawmakers turned 
Confederates between 
1861 and 1862 for “disloy-
alty to the Union.”

The other senator ex-
pelled, William Blount of 
Tennessee, was removed 
from Congress in 1797 for 
“disloyalty to the United 
States.”

Blount, who was ex-
periencing “serious fi-
nancial difficulties,” had 
“concocted a scheme for 
Indians and frontiersmen 
to attack Spanish Florida 
and Louisiana, in order to 
transfer those territories 
to Great Britain,” accord-
ing to the U.S. Senate 
Historical Office.

“Unfortunately for the 
senator, a letter, in which 
Blount thinly disguised 
his desire to arouse the 
Creek and Cherokee In-
dians to aid his plan, fell 
into the hands of Feder-
alist president John Ad-
ams.”

New York Republican 
George Santos expelled by 

U.S. House in bipartisan vote

Service Sight: Mennonite Voluntary Service (MVS)
By VANESSA RENÉ
ALAMOSA —There can 

be a degree of uncertainty 
that comes with being a 
recent college graduate 
and a feeling of fear that 
comes with jumping into a 
career. Some recent gradu-
ates choose to do service 
work. This avenue allows 
them to gain experience 
while permitting opportu-
nities for professional and 
personal growth.

Mennonite Voluntary 
Service is a one-year vol-
unteer service opportunity 
for individuals 20 years 
old and older. Partici-
pants play integral roles in 
transforming community 
social systems relating to 
health, education, immi-
gration, food, housing, and 
more. 

Cindi Boyer joined MVS 
in September of 2023. She’s 
originally from North Vir-
ginia and recently gradu-
ated from Eastern Menno-
nite University, and it was 
at school that she learned 
about MVS. She is a full-
time volunteer at the Rio 
Grande Hospital in Del 
Norte. This position allows 
her to act like a student 
and shadow profession-
als in the hospital. She’s 
able to absorb so much 
knowledge while earning 
volunteer hours for gradu-
ate school. Once her term 
is over in August 2024, 
Boyer is hoping to return 
to school and, become a 
Physician Assistant. 

Jake Myers has been 
serving with MVS since 
July 2022. This Ohio na-
tive grew up gardening 
and can use his skills to 
serve La Puente’s Valley 
Educational Gardens Ini-

tiative (VEGI) Program. 
What drew Myers to MVS 
is the intentional commu-
nity element of the pro-
gram. Myers renewed his 
term earlier in 2023 and 
will be finishing in July 
2024. Before serving, he 
graduated from Eastern 
Mennonite University 
with a degree in Environ-
mental Science. He’s hop-
ing to find a job relevant 
to his degree, and possibly 
pursue more schooling in 
the future. 

Myers, Boyer, and the 
other MVS members live 
in a house together, where 
they can come home to 
a welcoming household 
community after a long 
day of service work. They 
hold weekly dinners, 
share resources, and are 
encouraged to explore the 
San Luis Valley together. 
They even tend to a flock 
of chickens in the house’s 
backyard!

Grantley Showalter is 
an MVS alumni. They 
served from 2017-2018 
with the Center for Re-
storative Programs. 
Within that position, 
they were able to learn 
about a growing crisis of 
reliable transportation in 
Alamosa. They found that 
without a car, it is very 
difficult to get around. 
This motivated them to 
take inspiration from the 
Bicycle Co-Op they were 
a part a student at East-
ern Mennonite University 
and begin something sim-
ilar here in Alamosa. In 
2019, Showalter banded 
together with a friend and 
their MVS local placement 
coordinator. As a team, 
they were able to apply 

for grants, purchase tools, 
attend community events, 
and begin helping people 
with their bikes. In 2020, 
they were able to rent a 
space behind HobbyTown 
on Main Street, where the 
Alamosa Bicycle Coalition 
has resided ever since, 
with Showalter serving 
in the Executive Director 
position of this non-profit. 

The most rewarding part 
of the work that Showal-
ter does is teaching them 
how to take care of their 
bikes, ride their bikes, 
and give them a level of 
independence and respon-
sibility. 

If you ever want to see 
the kind of work that these 
MVSers do, there are some 
opportunities to volunteer 

or attend public events. 
The Rio Grande Hospital 
has a volunteer program 
where individuals can 
assist in different tasks 
around the facility. The 
VEGI program will begin 
Community Garden Days 
in the spring. Alamosa 
Bicycle Coalition will be 
having master mechanic 
classes starting in Janu-

ary/February, where a lo-
cal volunteer will teach 
community members how 
to care for their bikes 
on Sunday evenings. Al-
though their reasons for 
joining MVS differed, Boy-
er, Myers, and Showalter 
had an eagerness to serve, 
and Mennonite Voluntary 
Services gave them the op-
portunity. 

Cindi Boyer

Grantley Showalter

Jake Myers
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General Contractor RFQ for the Boyd School Redevelopment 
project

Opened November 29, 2023
Closes December 22, 2023
SELECTION SCHEDULE
November 29, 2023: Release Date
December 4, 2023: *Optional Site Walk @ 11:00am MST
Meet at the entry of the existing school located at 1107 Hunt Ave. 
December 1, 2023: Question Deadline, 2:00pm MST
December 8, 2023: Question Deadline 2:00 pm MST
December 11, 2023: Question Response Deadline, 5:00pm MST
December 22, 2023: Qualification Package Due, 12:00pm MST
December 29, 2023: Interview List Released
January 5, 2023: Interviews, Virtual, (Tentative 8:00am - 12:00pm , 45 
minutes each) December 19, 2023: Notice of Award
January 8, 2024: Project Commencement
Find full RFQ here https://sites.google.com/slvhc.com/slvhc/open-
rfps
WRITTEN INQUIRIES
All inquiries regarding the RFQ can be submitted via email to Dawn 
Melgares at dawn@slvhc.com on or before 2:00pm MST on Decem-
ber 8, 2023. A response to all inquiries will be posted in an Addendum 
no later than 5:00pm MST on December 11, 2023.
No. 3685.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 29, December 1, & 2, 
2023.

NOTICE OF BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted 
to the Rio Grande County Ambulance District for the ensuing year of 
2024; a copy of such proposed budget has been filed with the Board 
of Directors, where the same is open for public inspection at 37 Wash-
ington Street, Monte Vista, Colorado; such proposed budget will be 
considered at a regular meeting of the Rio Grande County Ambulance 
District to be held at the Del Norte Ambulance Building, Del Norte, 
Colorado on December 7, 2023, at 6:30 P.M.  Any interested elector 
of thAmbulance District may inspect the proposed budget and file or 
register any objections thereto at any time prior to the final adoption 
of the budget.
No. 3686.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 2023.

NOTICE
The next quarterly meeting of the Board of Managers for Special 
Improvement District No. 1 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
District is set for December 6, 2023 and will begin at 1:30 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District 
Building located at 8805 Independence Way in Alamosa, CO, 81101. 
This meeting will also be held by Zoom teleconference.  The public 
may participate by attending the meeting in person or listen in to the 
meeting by dialing in to the Zoom/teleconference. To join please call 
either number: 1-301-795-8592 or 1-669-900-6833, enter the Meeting 
Id:  880 7438 7513##, and wait for the meeting to begin. There is no 
charge for this call. This meeting is open to the public.
No. 3687.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 2023.

NOTICE
The next quarterly meeting of the Board of Managers for Special 
Improvement District No. 3 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
District is set for December 7, 2023 and will begin at 8:00 a.m. The 
meeting will be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District 
Building located at 8805 Independence Way in Alamosa, CO, 81101. 
This meeting will also be held by Zoom teleconference. The public 
may participate by attending the meeting in person or listen in to the 
meeting by dialing in to the Zoom/teleconference. To join please call 
either number: 1-346-248-7799 or 1-301-715-8592, enter the Webi-
nar Id:  835 3661 8531##, and wait for the meeting to begin. There is 
no charge for this call. This meeting is open to the public.
No. 3688.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 2023.

NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improve-
ment District No. 4 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
set for December 5, 2023 and will begin at 9:00 a.m.   The meeting 
will be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District Building 
located at 8805 Independence Way in Alamosa, CO, 81101. This 
meeting will also be held by Zoom teleconference. The public may 
participate and listen in to the meeting by dialing in to the Zoom Meet-
ing/teleconference. To join please call either number: 1-253-215-8782 
or 1-301-715-8592, enter the Meeting Id: 871 7030 4633##, and wait 
for the meeting to begin. There is no charge for this call. This meeting 
is open to the public.
No. 3689.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 2023.

AUCTION LEGAL NOTICE WEST SIDE STORAGE, LLC / HEALD-
WORKS, INC. SELF-STORAGE PUBLIC NOTICE

West Side Storage, LLC / Healdworks, Inc. will sell at Public Auction 
Online via StorageTreasures.com, all personal property and the per-
sonal goods stored therein by the following, which may include, but 
are not limited to general household goods, furniture, boxes, clothes, 
and appliances stored in its facility by:
Lynn Brown- Unit # A10-044, Micah Bringman- Unit # A05HC-017, 
Kyla Green- Unit A20-111, Elisabeth Gudmundson- Unit # A20HC-037, 
Nancee Sims- Unit # A10-020,  James Erickson SR- Unit # M10-049, 
Venus Strail-Huss- Unit # M10-021, Jon Allmer- Units # M40HC-007, 
M10-039, M10-041, Cody McEwen- H10HC-006, Socorro Cardenas- 
Unit # C10-006, Juanito Garcia- Unit # C20-143, Ashlee Green- Unit # 
C10-041, Mitch Oppy- Unit # C20-111, Angi Richardson- Unit # C20-
035, Amy Rowe- Unit # C20-014, James Wolfe- Unit # C20-166
at 8:00 am, Friday morning December 15, 2023, online at StorageT-
reasures.com this auction will commence.  Sale is subject to cancel in 
the event of settlement between owner and obligated party.
No. 3690.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 29, December 1, 2, 5, 
6, 8, 9, & 12, 2023.

Request for Bids
Rio Grande Water Conservation District is requesting bids for Jani-
torial Service for their office building located at 8805 Independence 
Way in Alamosa, Colorado.  Potential bidders may inspect the site 
on December 14h and December 15th, 2023, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Please refer to rgwcd.org for a Scope of Work.  Bids must be 
submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, December 21st, 2023, to 
Kylie Gregg, Office Manager, at 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
Colorado, 81101. Rio Grande Water Conservation District retains the 
right to reject or accept any bid in the best interest of the Owner. 
No. 3692.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15, 
16, 19, & 20, 2023.

TOWN OF CRESTONE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

As per CRS 29-1-106 through 109 a public hearing will be held on 
Thursday, December 14th 2023 at 1:30 pm at Crestone Town Hall’s 
Alder Meeting Room (111 S. Alder St., Crestone, CO) regarding adop-
tion of a 2024 budget. The draft budget will be available for review at 
Town Hall on Thursday. December 7.
The town officers for the hearing are Mayor Danforth, and Trustees 
Adam Kinney, Benjamin Byer, Armando Medez-Sanchez, Kizzen 
Laki, Kim Martinez, and Dennis Posluzsny.
Any interested elector of the local government may file any objec-
tion to the proposed budget at any time prior to the final adoption of 
the budget by the governing body. Comments on the proposed 2024 
Budget to the Town Clerk in one of the following ways:
* In person at the 12/14 Public Hearing
* Via email to crestonetownoffice@gmail.com
* Via USPS to the Town of Crestone (PO Box 64 Crestone, CO 81131)
* Via the secure payment slot located to the right of the entrance to 
Town Hall (108 W. Galena Ave.)
No. 3693.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, & 13, 
2023.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS:
The Colorado Rio Grande Restoration Foundation (Foundation) is 
requesting proposals from qualified engineering firms with expertise 
and experience in the design of community-based river recreation 
and agricultural diversion infrastructure, to complete project designs, 
permitting documents, and oversee construction of the Alamosa 
Riverfront Project. The full RFP will be made available upon request 
from the Foundation office located at 623 Fourth Street, Alamosa, 
CO 81101 beginning December 1, 2023, from 9:00am-5:00pm daily. 
A mandatory pre-proposal meeting will be held at 11:00am MST on 
December 15, 2023, at the project site, which is located on the Rio 
Grande in Alamosa, Colorado. The meeting location is the Alamosa 
City Hall, 300 Hunt Ave, Alamosa, CO 81101. A representative will 
direct participants to the project site from the parking area. Proposals 
are due to the Foundation by 4:00pm on January 16, 2024. A contract 
will be awarded by February 1, 2024. The Foundation reserves the 
right reject any proposals in the best interest of the Project Partners. 
Requests for the full RFP may be directed to Daniel Boyes, Phone: 
719-589-2230, ext 12. Email: daniel@riograndeheadwaters.org.
No. 3694.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 2, 2023.

In Loving Memory of
Philomena G. Abeyta

December 2, 1986

YOU ARE 

FOREVER IN 

OUR HEARTS
We Love You & Miss You

Your Family

PORTA BLE OXY-
GEN CONCENTRA-
TOR for sale. Call 719-
580-5745. (12/6/23AS)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(1/5/24-monthlyAS)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds. (AS)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a CENTER/
SAGUACHE BRANCH 
M A NAGER, M A R-
KETING and COM-
MUNICATIONS SPE-
CIALIST, & TRAIN-
ING COORDINATOR. 
FSWB offers competi-
tive compensation, gen-
erous benefits, & ca-
reer development. Join 
FSWB’s award-winning 
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit 
and small businesses. 
For details and to apply, 
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (12/22/23)

M A N A G E M E N T 
A N D  M A I N T E -
NANCE PERSON, or 
TEAM, wanted for a 
12 unit apartment com-
plex in DEL NORTE, 
CO. Duties include but 
not limited to office 
paperwork, cleaning, 
minor plumbing, mi-
nor electrical, drywall 
repair, painting, and 
grounds keeping. Fax or 
email a letter of interest 
and/or resume to 712-
274-1230 or nnieman@
landmarkmanagement.
com  Equal Employment 
Opportunity. (12/22/23)

CENTER CONSOLI-
DATED SCHOOLS 
located in CENTER, 
CO seeks a dynamic 
and innovative person 
to fill a full-time IN 
SCHOOL RESTOR-
ATIVE PRACTICES 
FACI LI TATOR for 
the 2023-2024 school 
year. Candidates should 
have a minimum of a 
Bachelor’s degree in ed-
ucation or other related 
field. The right candi-
date will have experi-
ence working with youth 
in education. Ability to 
speak Spanish is pre-
ferred, but not required. 
The position will in-
volve collaborating with 
a team to provide re-
storative discipline and 
alternatives to suspen-
sion. The position salary 
will be based on experi-
ence and professional 
endorsements. Center 
Consolidated Schools 
is an equal-opportunity 
employer. If you wish to 
apply, please send a cov-
er letter and resume and 
completed non-certified 
employment applica-
tion found https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment-opportuni-
ties to Carrie Zimmer-
man, Superintendent of 
Schools, Center School 
District 26JT, 550 S. 
Sylvester Avenue, Cen-
ter, CO 81125. For more 
information, please con-
tact Katrina Ruggles at 
kruggles@center.k12.
co.us. (1/5/24)

COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY seeking 
ASSISTANT MAN-
AGER located at the 
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
RESEARCH CENTER 
NEAR CENTER, Colo-
rado. Min. Requirements 
include an earned BS/
BA degree +3 yrs. pro-
fessional exp. or Mas-
ter’s degree. Profession-
al experience in related 
field crop production 
i n c lu d i ng  r e l eva n t 
knowledge of cropping 
and irrigation systems. 
Read full job descrip-
tion and apply online 
at https://jobs.colostate.
edu/postings/136415 by 
12/31/2023 for fu l l 
consideration. CSU is 
a n  EO/ EA /A A em-
ployer and conducts 
background checks on 
all f inal candidates. 
(12/30/23AS)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following positions: 
GIRLS INTRAMU-
RAL BASKETBALL 
COACH (OMS). Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosaschools.org. For 
more information, con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE.  (12/9/23AS)

COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY is hir-
ing an Extension Area 
Specialist, 4-H Youth 
Development, for the 
SLV Area. This posi-
tion will foster strong, 
healthy, youth by provid-
ing leadership, guidance, 
direction, and assistance 
in the implementation of 
the overall 4-H Youth 
Development program. 
This is a ful l-t ime, 
twelve (12) month, non-
tenure track Extension 
faculty position. For the 
job announcement, re-
quired qualifications, 
salary range, and ap-
plication instructions, go 
to https://jobs.colostate.
edu/postings/136813 
Application deadline 
is December 17, 2023. 
We are committed to 
increasing the diversity 
of our staff and provid-
ing culturally responsive 
programs and services. 
Therefore, we encourage 
responses from people 
of all backgrounds and 
abilities. We invite you 
to review Colorado State 
University’s Principles 
of Community that guide 
our mission and vision of 
access, teaching, ser-
vice, and engagement. 
CSU is an EO/EA/AA 
employer and conducts 
background checks on 
all final candidates. For 
more information, call 
Larry Brown at 719-852-
7381. (12/16/23AS)

EXECUTIVE COOR-
DINATOR: JOIN us 
and make an impact! 
Executive Coordinator 
wanted at SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O C A L 
FOODS COALITION. 
Manage budgets, fund-
raising, and projects for 
a dynamic nonprofit fos-
tering local food equity. 
Bilingual English/Span-
ish preferred. 32 hrs/
week, $25/hr. Benefits 
include PTO, holidays, 
health/dental insurance, 
and more. Send your 
Resume and Cover Let-
ter to opportunity.slv-
localfoods@gmail.com. 
For more information, 
visit our website at www.
slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/ 
(1/2/24AS) 

4

$24.00
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

MARKET & OUT-
REACH COORDINA-
TOR: Join Us and Make 
a Difference! Market 
& Outreach Coordi-
nator Opportunity at 
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
LOCAL FOODS CO-
A L I T ION.  E leva t e 
our programs through 
marketing, events, and 
community engagement. 
Bilingual English/Span-
ish preferred. 32-40 hrs/
week, $23/hr. Enjoy ben-
efits like PTO, holidays, 
health/dental insurance, 
and more. Submit your 
Resume and Cover Let-
ter to opportunity.slv-
localfoods@gmail.com. 
Details at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. Act now 
to be part of positive 
change! (1/2/23AS)

C O N S E RVAT I O N 
PROJ ECT COOR-
DINATOR Wanted. 
M O S C A - H O O P E R 
C O N S E R VA T I O N 
DISTRICT seeks an 
INDEPENDENT CON-
TRACTOR as Project 
Coordinator for a crop 
water  conser vat ion 
planning project. Proj-
ect duties are: training 
and co-hosting for six 
workgroup sessions, co-
ordinating a field day of 
farm tours, and prepar-
ing a summary report 
of the project. Experi-
ence with small group 
collaborative learning 
is required. Experience 
with planning and coor-
dination of field trips is 
preferred. Project duties 
will require 6-8 work-
days in January-March 
and 3-4 workdays in Au-
gust-September, 2024. 
Compensation is up to 
$40 per hour, based on 
experience. Interested 
persons should respond 
by December 6 to email: 
m o s c a h o o p e r c d1@
gmail.com. (12/6/23AS)

AGR IC U LT U R A L 
TECHNICAL ADVI-
SOR Wanted. MOSCA-
HOOPER CONSER-
VATION DISTRICT 
seeks a CONSULTING 
AGRONOMIST to be 
the subject matter ex-
pert for a crop water 
conservation planning 
project consisting of six 
workgroup sessions and 
one field day of farm 
tours. Extensive work 
experience at improving 
soil water retention and 
irrigation efficiency is 
required. Experiences 
with small group col-
laborative learning and 
farm field trips are pre-
ferred. Project duties 
will require approxi-
mately 16 hours of work 
during January-March 
and 8 hours of work in 
August, 2024. Compen-
sation is up to $100 per 
hour, based on expe-
rience. Qualified per-
sons please inquire by 
December 6 to email: 
m o s c a h o o p e r c d1@
gmail.com. (12/6/23AS)

E M P OW E R  ST U -
DENTS. JOIN our 
CENTENNIAL TEAM 
as  a  SECON DA RY 
SCHOOL COUNSEL-
OR. Guide academic & 
personal growth. Col-
laborate with teachers, 
offer support, and cre-
ate a positive environ-
ment. Masters in School 
Counseling required. 
Application materials 
include a completed ap-
plication, resume, cover 
letter, transcripts, and 
three letters of recom-
mendation. Applications 
are printable from the 
district website (centen-
nial.k12.co.us) or can be 
picked up from the front 
office. Submit applica-
tion materials to kimba.
rael@centennial.k12.
co.us. EOE. (12/6/23AS)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
has a vacancy for a 
BUSINESS MANAG-
ER. Position open until 
filled. Please apply at 
www.sangreschools.org. 
(12/9/23AS)

C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting ap-
plications for a HIGH 
SCHOOL BOY’S BAS-
K E T BA L L  H E A D 
COACH and ASSIS-
TANT COACH. Ap-
plications are available 
online at www.centen-
nial.k12.co.us For more 
information, email rox-
ann.serna@centennial.
k12.co.us. (12/6/23AS)

HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GI R L S’  BA SK E T-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
per ience as a coach 
or assistant coach at 
the middle school and 
or high school level is 
preferred. Must pos-
sess: effective coach-
ing techniques and a 
thorough knowledge of 
the rules of the sport; 
and have the ability to 
establish and maintain 
effective working rela-
tionships with school 
administrators, parents, 
and students. Please 
contact Gibbs Sanchez, 
Athletic Director, at: 
gsanchez@urtigers.co 
719-657-4020; or An-
nie Hardy, Principal, at: 
ahardy@urtigers.co , 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions may be found on 
our website, urtigers.
co. (12/30/23AS)

L O O K I N G  F O R 
T RU C K  D R I V E R 
WITH CDL and clean 
driving record. Must 
be willing to work on 
farm/ranch when need-
ed. Full-time position. 
Call John 719-937-1591. 
(12/30/23AS)

BOOKKEEPER: LO-
CA L ,  W E L L - R E -
S P E C T E D  N O N -
PROFIT agency hiring 
a full-time bookkeeper. 
Responsibilities include 
payroll and benefits ad-
ministration and sup-
port for other accounting 
projects. We’re looking 
for a motivated, values-
driven individual with 
experience in Quick-
Books, Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Salary 
$40k-45k, DOE, full ben-
efit package. Send cover 
letter, resume/request job 
description to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719-589-5909 
ext238. www.lapuente.
net (12/20/23AS)

H E L P  WA N T E D : 
COOK & WAITRESS 
(will train) at the Wagon 
Wheel in LA JARA. Con-
tact Margie, 719-274-
5965. (12/2/23AS)

DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL is ac-
cepting applications for 
a SECONDARY FOR-
E IGN L A NGUAGE 
TEACHER and ENG-
L I SH  L A N GUAG E 
L E A R N E R  ( E L L) 
K-12 SITE COORDI-
NATOR. The appl i-
cant will need to able 
to teach Spanish. The 
applicant will also be 
responsible for managing 
the ELL requirements of 
CDE, including ACCESS 
testing for ELLs, ELL 
identification, and ELL 
classroom supports. If 
interested, please send a 
completed application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to Annie Hardy, DNHS 
Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at (719) 657-
4020 for more informa-
tion. Applications can be 
downloaded from www.
urtigers.co. (12/15/23AS)
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Classifieds

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

713 - PICKUP 

TRUCKS

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

710 - CLASSIC 

AUTOS

DRIVER /LABOR: 
MUST HAVE depend-
able ¾ ton+ full size 
pickup, good driving 
record, must be de-
pendable, have CON-
STRUCTION EXPE-
RIENCE, & pass a drug 
test. Call 719-992-1396. 
(12/22/23AS)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT. Must have a 
high school diploma 
and or GED and some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
exper ience.  Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
(12/15/23AS)

SALAZAR MEATS 
NEAR MANASSA in-
terviewing for salaried, 
full-time MANAGE-
MENT POSITION, 
starting $40-50K based 
on experience. Please 
call 347-407-1622 for 
next steps in the hiring 
process. (12/15/23AS)

DELO S S I N DUS -
TRIES IN ALAMOSA 
is Hiring Full-Time, 
40 Hours Per Week, 
Wages 24 to 40 Dol-
lars Per Hour. Looking 
to hire: EQUIPMENT 
MECHANICS, ME-
CHANICS HELPER, 
WELDERS and MA-
CHINIST. The me-
chanics helper will be 
pared with a mechanic 
in the shop. Primary 
equipment serviced and 
maintained are forklifts 
and materials handling 
related equipment. This 
is a full-time position, 
40 hours per week. Paid 
vacation and sick leave. 
Health insurance may 
be provided. Pay rate 
is 24 to 40 dollars per 
hour, depending on ex-
perience. Tools are pro-
vided. Must have clean 
driving record, CDL is 
a plus. Must pass drug 
test and background 
check. Must have stable 
work history. This is a 
career opportunity with 
a stable company that 
has been in the Valley 
for 36 years. Shop is 
located in Alamosa, 
CO. Call 719-589-3213 
for interview or send 
resume to DelossJohn@
aol.com. (1/13/23AS)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of SECONDARY 
SPECIAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School  Yea r. 
Qualifications; Special 
Education Certification 
as required by the State 
of Colorado or such 
alternative to the above 
qualifications as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(12/6/23AS)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE OFFICER or 
POLICE APPREN-
TICE to protect the 
lives, safety, health, 
welfare, and property 
of individuals within 
the corporate limits of 
Alamosa by enforc-
ing municipal, state 
and federal statutes, 
ordinances and laws.  
Incumbents may be as-
signed to the Patrol 
Division, Investigations 
Division and/or special 
assignments necessary 
to protect and serve 
the needs of individu-
als relating to law en-
forcement. Hiring an-
nual salary is $49,400 
- $59,383 DOQ, FLSA 
Non- Exempt. Fringe 
benefits include a 401K 
retirement with a 10% 
employer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employ-
er paid life insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships. For a full 
job description and to 
apply, visit cityofalamo-
sa.org or stop by City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Ave. 
The City of Alamosa 
provides Equal Op-
portunity Employment 
for accommodations 
please submit them in 
writing with the ap-
plication. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23AS)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE CHIEF to 
provide administrative 
leadership, direction, 
planning, and organiz-
ing the activities of the 
Police Department in 
law enforcement and 
crime prevention. Hir-
ing annual salary is 
$103,869 - $113,300 
D O Q ,  F L S A  E x-
empt. Fringe benefits 
include a 401K retire-
ment with a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year, and 80 
hours of exempt PTO 
a year. Employer paid 
life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% 
of medical, vision, and 
dental premiums paid 
by the employer, Well-
ness Program, and dis-
counted recreational 
memberships. For a full 
job description and to 
apply, visit cityofalamo-
sa.org or stop by City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Ave. 
The City of Alamosa 
provides Equal Op-
portunity Employment 
for accommodations 
please submit them in 
writing with the ap-
plication. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23AS)
WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN-AS)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL-
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN-AS)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(12/6/23AS-monthly)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. Small 
bales, HORSE HAY 
QUA L I T Y.  USDA 
c e r t i f i e d .  C a l l  o r 
text (719)657-1876. 
(12/19/23AS)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(12/29/23AS)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

SALE BLACK AN-
GUS HI-ALTITUDE 
BULLS calving ease 
Brink Livestock Ser-
vices. 800-641-3750 / 
direct line 719-580-
3526 www.brinklive-
stock.net (12/30/23AS)

FOR SALE: 181-231 
head cow GRAZING 
PERMIT on APACHE 
R A NGE.  719 -580 -
9444. (12/5/23AS)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

LIKE NEW ELEC-
T R IC HOSPI TA L 
BED with remote, bed 
is mobile, mattress & 
rails included. Call 719-
480-1210. (1/16/24AS)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN-AS)

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

A K C  F R E N C H 
BULLDOG PUPPIES, 
Ready December 24TH, 
full DNA, chipped, 
wormed, shots, started 
on crate & potty train-
ing. Solid, Brindle & 
Merle $3,500 719-640-
6404. (12/16/23AS)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN-AS)

M U LT I P L E  3 5 + 
ACRE TRACTS For 
Sale. The Rio Grande 
Water Conservation 
District is accepting 
sealed bids for tracts 
of land LOCATED 
AT 14355 G.5, AN-
TONITO. The mini-
mum acceptable bid is 
$2,000/acre. Bids must 
be received by U.S. mail 
or hand delivered to 
the RGWCD’s office 
at 8805 Independence 
Way, Alamosa, CO 
81101. Detailed infor-
mation regarding the 
tracts is available for 
review by appointment 
at the RGWCD office or 
by visiting the District’s 
website at www.rgwcd.
org/subdistrict-no-3/
publicbid. The land 
may be inspected with 
District personnel by 
appointment only. Ap-
pointments can be made 
by calling the District 
office at (719) 589-6301 
or by emailing angelo@
rgwcd.org. Bids must be 
received no later than 
4:00 p.m. on January 
31st, 2024. Late bids 
will not be accepted.  
The District reserves 
the right to reject any 
bid in its sole discretion. 
(1/27/2024AS)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

COZY 1 BEDROOM 
IN REMODELED DU-
PLEX, near Cole Park, 
washer/dryer, no pets. 
$700 month, $700 de-
posit. 719-580-5400. 
(12/9/23AS)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

RENT COMMER-
CIAL SPACE HAIR 
SA L O N  8 0 0 - 6 41-
3750 / 719-480-3932. 
(12/30/23AS)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)

FOR SALE: FAM-
ILY owned since 1949, 
MODE L A F OR D 
1929. Excellent condi-
tion, new tires, $18,500. 
Serious inquires only. 
Text 719-849-1722. 
(12/16/23AS)

2015 RAM LONG-
HORN ECO DIESEL, 
4-wheel drive, red over 
cream, 103,000 miles, 
$26,500. 719-376-5639. 
(12/19/23AS)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DE A R A BBY: My 
young daughter is the 
half-sister of a famous 
athlete’s wife. They were 
married last year and 
invited my daughter. A 
week later they DISinvit-
ed her! There is a 20-year 
gap in their ages, but my 
daughter looks up to her 
half-sister. My daughter’s 
feelings were really hurt. 
My feelings may have 
been even more hurt. All 
of her other siblings were 
there, as well as several 
other family members. 

 We were never told 
why my daughter was 
disinvited. Her father did 
not stand up to his older 
daughter for breaking 
his younger daughter’s 
heart. My daughter is 
getting older, and she 
knows who her brother-
in-law is when she sees 
him on TV. How can 
I stop being angry at 
these people for hurting 
my baby? -- FURIOUS 
MAMA IN MICHIGAN

 DEAR MAMA: You 
stated there is a 20-year 
age gap between your 
daughter and the bride. 
Is it possible that the 
bride and her famous fi-
ance had concerns about 
someone so young (7, 8, 
9?) at their high-profile 
wedding? Before your 
resentment continues to 
build, try having a ra-
tional conversation with 
your daughter’s half-
sister so you fully under-

stand the circumstances. 
While I do not support 
disinviting someone from 
a celebration, it’s possible 
that the invitation was 
sent in error.

 DEAR ABBY: My son, 
who is 32, moved back 
home six months ago. 
He’s a college gradu-
ate with a degree in 
business, which he has 
never used. He works as 
a valet at a well-known 
golf and spa resort. He 
has no health insurance 
and stays in his room a 
lot playing video games. 
How can I help him find 
himself? -- KID’S MOM 
IN FLORIDA

 DEAR MOM: Is your 
son suffering from de-
pression or some other 
emotional problem? Is 
he at least paying rent? 
If the answer to that 
question is no, help your 
son “find himself ” by 
encouraging him to be-
come independent and 
by refusing to continue 
allowing him to avoid 
accepting responsibility 
for himself by hiding in 
his room playing video 
games. Start now, or 
you will be writing me 
in another 10 years with 
this same issue.

 DEAR ABBY: For his 
60th birthday, my niece 
gave her brother a hand-
made quilt of pictures 
of their paternal grand-
mother and her second 
husband. There was not 

one picture of his mater-
nal grandparents, who 
practically raised them. 
Their mother (my sister) 
argued with me that I 
was wrong to question 
why our parents were 
excluded. I would love 
to know your opinion. -- 
WONDERING IN THE 
EAST

 DEAR WONDERING: 
I am glad you asked. This 
was none of your busi-
ness, and you should have 
stayed out of it. Although 
you are entitled to your 
feelings, your niece gave 
her brother a gift from the 
heart, which took time 
and effort to create. You 
were wrong to criticize. If 
you feel she left some rela-
tives out, create a family 
album for your nephew 
and give it to him.

Family at odds over wedding 
invitation involving sister
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Lifestyle

READY FOR

HOLIDAY 

ENTERTAINING?
Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

Hobbies, Games, Arts, 
Gifts and Crafts!

Hours: 11 am - 7 pm • Mon. - Sat.
709 Main 937-2570 Alamosa

20% Off
Entire Store Fri. November, 24

10% Off
When You Bring This Ad In The Store

412 Main St. • La Jara • (719) 274-5109
Store M-F 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-5pm  

Pharmacy M-F 9am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

NOW $2995

Limited Time Only

Price Slashed
on this

Unique Gift Idea

Alamosa History 
Book in Pictures!

The Gift That 
Lasts All Year!

GIFT 
SUBSCRIPTION!

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa
589-2553

Colorado lawmakers approve 
recommendation for basic jail standards
By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

A group of Colorado 
lawmakers on Tuesday 
approved a baseline set 
of standards for how jails 
in the state should house, 
feed, restrain, treat and 
care for the people within 
their facilities, conclud-
ing a 17-month-long pro-
cess to develop guidelines 
for the first time in the 
state’s history.

The lengthy report 
from the Colorado Jail 
Standards Commission 
details standards in 16 
areas of a jail’s opera-
tions, including housing, 
communication, visita-
tion, health care, use of 
force and restraints. The 
Legislative Oversight 
Committee Concerning 
Colorado Jail Standards 
signed off on the report 
and will use it as a basis 
for legislation to be intro-
duced next year.

“I am very confident 
saying that we did our 
best to represent all per-
spectives and to balance 
an approach of reforming 
and innovating and rais-
ing standards while also 
meeting counties and 
jails where they’re at, 
trying to be mindful that 
you can’t build something 
with nothing,” commis-
sion Chair Meghan Baker 
told committee members.

The commission and 
committee were created 
through 2022 legislation. 
The commission includes 
county commissioners, 
sheriffs, police officers, a 
district attorney, repre-
sentatives from organiza-
tions that advocate for mi-
norities and people with 
lived experience being in-
carcerated, among others.

The standards touch 
nearly every aspect of 
how an incarcerated per-
son experiences jail. They 
include, for example, 
having access to medi-
cal professionals as early 
into their incarceration 
as possible, and receiv-
ing health care through-

out incarceration that is 
medically necessary, cul-
turally sensitive, and of-
fered through a nonjudg-
mental, gender-affirming 
approach.

The standards also 
state that jail staff should 
be trained annually on 
how to recognize and re-
spond to suicidality, and 
should make meaningful 
observations of suicidal 
individuals with no more 
than 15 minutes between 
checks.

“Incarceration height-
ens risk of suicide. Giv-
en that the majority of 
deaths by suicide occur 
in persons with no known 
mental health condition, 
the need for primary pre-
vention cannot be over-
emphasized,” the report 
reads.

The commission also 
set a standard for jails 
to serve “nutritionally 
adequate” food with an 
appropriate amount of 
calories. That includes 
three meals per day, two 
of which are hot. Food 
cannot be withheld or 
changed as punishment.

Another standard 
states that all forms of 
restraint should be used 
only when necessary 
and “in the least restric-
tive manner and for the 
shortest duration neces-
sary to accomplish the 
given goal,” and that staff 
should be trained to rec-
ognize signs of a medical 
emergency.

As of 2019, there were 
61 jails in Colorado that 
house people who have 
been arrested and are 
awaiting resolution of 
their charges, as well as 
people who have been 
convicted and sentenced 
to serve up to two years of 
incarceration.

Legislation from the 
committee, to be intro-
duced when the Legisla-
ture reconvenes in Janu-
ary, would create a jail 
standards advisory com-
mittee to assess compli-
ance with the adopted 

standards and prepare 
an annual report for law-
makers. The advisory 
committee would be made 
up of two sheriffs, two 
county commissioners, 
the state public defend-
er, a health professional 
with experience working 
in jails and a person rep-
resenting a statewide or-
ganization that advocates 
on behalf of incarcerated 
people.

That bill would also 
require the attorney gen-
eral’s office to work in 
conjunction with the peer 
advisory committee to 
review standards compli-
ance. If their findings are 
different than the adviso-
ry committee’s, they can 
file their own addendum 
to the annual report.

The attorney general’s 
office would also be able 
to conduct a special as-
sessment by request 
from the governor, the 
oversight committee or a 
sheriff.

“This is important for 
the attorney general right 
now because they have no 
knowledge of jails. They 
have no experts. So it will 
build up their expertise 
and have someone in the 
attorney general’s office 
to immerse themselves 
in the standards,” Jack 
Johnson, the Public Pol-
icy Liaison for Disability 
Law Colorado, told law-
makers during an Oct. 13 
meeting.

The bill will start in the 
House and be sponsored 
by Rep. Judy Amabile, a 
Boulder Democrat, and 
Rep. Lorena Garcia, an 
Adams County Demo-
crat. In the Senate it 
will be sponsored by Sen. 
Rhonda Fields, an Au-
rora Democrat, and Sen. 
James Coleman, a Den-
ver Democrat.

The adoption of the 
standards on Tuesday 
mark the first time there 
has been a uniform set of 
guidelines for all of Colo-
rado’s jails. Still, the leg-
islative committee can re-

vise specific standards in 
the future.

“This is meant to be a 
living document. What 
we say today might not 

be the best practice in 
five years,” Baker said. 
“I am confident that it is 
not perfect, but I am con-
fident that it is the best 

compilation of all of the 
knowledge that we have 
here in Colorado and 
what we’ve been able to 
glean from other states.”

Center Elementary 
Christmas Concert
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The Elementary Christ-
mas Concert for Center 
Consolidated Schools 
will be held at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 7, inside 
the Center varsity gym-
nasium. The students are 
under the direction of El-
ementary Music Teacher 
Gabriel Swanson. Pic-
tured are Mary McClure, 
Board member of The 
Eileen G Kerr Children’s 
Foundation, with Cen-
ter Elementary School 
students and Swanson. 
The students created a 
huge Thank You Card for 
the foundation, which 
donated scarves for the 
upcoming Christmas 
Concert, as part of a song 
some of the children will 
be singing.


