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Sunny, Wind Chill 24/-4

Wed: Mostly Sunny, 
Breezy, Chance of snow 

overnight 31/1

Thurs: Chance of Snow, 
Partly Sunny 28/-13
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5.03% APY* – 6 or 12 Month
Certificate of Deposit *Annual Percentage Yield.  Minimum balance to open a CD and earn the APY 

is $1,000.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal.  Fees incurred on the ac-
count may reduce earnings.  Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender.

Rates on Certificates of 
Deposits are subject to 

change at any time.  Rates 
effective 1/2/2024.

CONTRIBUTED
WASHINGTON, D.C.— 

Institute for Organization 
Management, the professional 
development program of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
chose Erin Keck, IOM, CEO of 
the Alamosa County Chamber 
of Commerce, to serve as 
Class Advisor at Institute for 
Organization Management. 
Institute is an intensive week-
long nonprofit leadership 
training program held Jan. 3-8 
at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Since its commencement 
in 1921, the Institute program 
has been educating tens of 
thousands of association, 
chamber, and other nonprofit 
leaders on how to build stronger 
organizations, better serve 
their members and become 
strong business advocates. 

Institute’s Class Advisors play 
a pivotal role throughout the 
week, facilitating learning and 
building team spirit for their 
homerooms. Each advisor is 
an Institute graduate selected 
by the Board of Regents to 
serve as an on-site resource for 
participants. 

“Class Advisors are essential 
to Institute’s success,” said 
Raymond P. Towle, IOM, CAE, 
vice president of Institute for 
Organization Management at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
“These volunteers not only 
help their individual classes 
make the most of their time at 
Institute, but they encourage 
group camaraderie prior to 
the program and keep the 
momentum alive after the 
week is over.”

Institute for Organization 
Management is the professional 
development program of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
It is the premier nonprofit 
professional development 
program for association 
and chamber professionals, 
fostering individual growth 
through interactive learning 
and networking opportunities.

The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce is the world’s 
largest business organization 
representing companies of all 
sizes across every sector of the 
economy. Our members range 
from the small businesses and 
local chambers of commerce that 
line the Main Streets of America 
to leading industry associations 
and large corporations.

Alamosa 
Chamber’s 

Keck chosen 
Class Advisor 

for IOM

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Mari 

Felix, Alamosa’s County 
Clerk who was arrested 
on Dec. 21 related to al-
legations of sexual as-
sault on a child, appeared 
in court on Jan. 4 where 
she was charged with 
one count of accessory to 
crime of sexual assault on 
a child by one in a posi-
tion of trust. The charge 

is a class five felony.
At the time of her ar-

rest, Felix, 32, was ac-
cused of being complicit in 
the same alleged crimes 
for which her husband, 
Martin Felix-Lopez, 35, 
was arrested, including 
sexual assault on a child 
in a position of trust, a 
class three felony; unlaw-
ful sexual contact, a class 
four felony; child abuse, 
a class five felony; and 
sexual assault on a child, 

a class three felony. 
Mari Felix posted a 

$60,000 cash surety or 
$6,000 bond and was re-
leased on Dec. 23.

Those charges against 
Mari Felix have since 
been reduced to an acces-
sory in committing the 
single class five felony. 

According to Colorado 
Revised Statutes 18-1-
1603, “a person is legally 
accountable as principle 
for the behavior of anoth-

er constituting a criminal 
offense if, with the intent 
to promote or facilitate 
the commission of the 
offense, he or she aids, 
abets, advises or encour-
ages in planning or com-
mitting the offense.” In 
other words, if a person 
is found to be complicit or 
an accessory in commit-
ting a crime, the penalty 
is the same as the person 
who committed the crime.

Mari Felix

Felix charged with one count of 
accessory to sexual assault on a child

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

County Board of County Com-

missioners are scheduled to 

have their first meeting on 
Wednesday in their chambers at 

8:30 a.m. The meeting is avail-
able on Zoom with meeting ID 

270-314-6874.
On the agenda is a letter from 

the commissioners to the Colo-
rado Department of Higher Ed-
ucation in support of matching 
funds for COSI County Scholar-
ships. The grants for students 
at Adams State University 
and Trinidad State College are 
$7,353.50.

A services order summary 
with DBT Transportation and 
Aviation Support for at the San 
Luis Valley Regional Airport for 
$35,000 is on the agenda.

An agreement between the 
Alamosa County Assessor and 
Value West for professional ser-
vices is on the agenda.

Colorado Department of 
Transportation Access Permit 
#523085 — Blue Spruce Ave, 

The Alamosa Board of County 
Commissioners will meet on 

Wednesday at 8:30 a.m., in their 
chambers located at 8900 Inde-

pendence Way in Alamosa. 

Courier photo by John Waters

Alamosa County Commissioners are scheduled to 
have their first meeting of the year on Wednesday

By SAN LUIS 
VALLEY HEALTH

ALAMOSA — San 
Luis Valley Regional 
Medical Center re-
cently announced 
the Valley’s young-
est (and probably 
newest) resident.

Freya Lynn White 
came into this world 
on Jan. 2, weighing 6 
pounds and 8 ounc-
es, and was greeted 
by smiling mom and 
dad Leanna Taylor 
and Mark White. 
She had a little bit of 
a rough start and is 
currently in the Neo-
natal Intensive Care 
Unit.

Heartfelt thanks 
to those who donat-
ed to the New Year’s 
Baby basket, includ-
ing the OB Depart-
ment, Kim Marquez 
Photography, Lucky 
Bamboo, Get Inked 
by Yolie, Coyote’s 
Haircut, Woody’s Q 
Sha,k and the Nar-
row Gauge Book Co-
op.

And best wishes 
for the White fam-
ily and baby Freya 
Lynn.

Photo courtesy of SLVRMC

The White family at the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at 
San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center in Alamosa. Pic-
tured (left to right) are Mark White, father, Leanna Taylor, 
mother, and the little head peeking out from under the 
blanket, Freya Lynn White. 

Meet Freya 
Lynn, SLV’s first 

baby of 2024

ALAMOSA —Coun-
ty Commissioner Vern 
Heersink has issued this 
statement regarding his 
decision to seek re-elec-
tion in Alamosa County: 
“After much contempla-
tion, conversation and 
prayer, I have decided to 
run for a second term as 
Alamosa County Com-
missioner. This initial 
stint has truly been a 
learning experience and I 
am grateful to you all for 
the education.

“Reflecting on these re-
cent years, I am comfort-
able with the work we’ve 
accomplished. I’m proud 
of the team we have at 

the County and feel con-
fident in their abilities 
to serve our community. 
I attempt to take in all 
the information available 
and make the best deci-
sion I can. I strive to be 
fair, unbiased, fiscally re-
sponsible and to listen.

“As we potentially 
move forward together, 
my hope is that Alamosa 
County will continue to 
be a place we all are in-
vested in and work to 
make better.

I would appreciate your 
support as Alamosa Coun-
ty Commissioner Dis-
trict 3.” Heersink can be 
reached at 719-588-3134.

Vern Heersink

Alamosa County 
Commissioner 
Heersink in bid 
for re-election
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OBITUARIES

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Tuesday

January 9, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Smash Bowls

Roll
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Banana Bread
Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Smash Bowls

Roll
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Smash Bowls

Roll
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Former Mosca resident 

Teresa “Tess” Carpenter, 

89, passed away peace-

fully on Jan. 5, 2024, at 

the San Luis Care Center 

in Alamosa.

Born in the small com-

munity of San Isabel, 

near Crestone, Colo., on 

July 14, 1934, she was 

one of 10 children to Ed-

ward King and Mary Fe-

lice Strossel King. Tess 

grew up in Crestone.

Tess went to school 

in Crestone/Moffat and 

graduated from Sagua-

che High School in 1953.

Tess met Tad Carpen-

ter, with the help of his 

mother, Trudy. They 

married on May 12, 1957, 

at the Hooper Baptist 

Church in Hooper, Colo., 

and lived on the Medano 

Ranch, and later the

Zapata Ranch. The 

family lived on the ranch 

until the early 1980s, 

when they bought a farm 

on the Five Mile near 

Mosca. They enjoyed 

more than 60 years to-

gether, until his death in 

2018.

For decades, Tess 

worked as a cook for the 

Sangre de Cristo Schools 

at the red brick elemen-

tary school in Hooper. 

She was well known for 

her cooking skills and 

made hot rolls almost ev-

ery day and sometimes 

the students were treat-

ed to her cinnamon rolls. 

Both were hard to beat.

She will be remem-

bered not only for her 

talented cooking skills, 

but also for her amaz-

ing ‘green thumb’ as she 

grew her own flowers and 
planted them throughout 

the yard. Her favorite 

flower was the sunflower.
Her love of dogs lasted 

all of her life. She was 

fond of toy poodles and for 

a time bred them for sale. 

Her last dog was an ad-

opted bichon frise, after 

the owner could no lon-

ger take care of it when 

in the nursing home.

She loved helping other 

people and befriended a 

number of older women 

in the community and 

checked in on them and 

helped them out with 

groceries and chores. She 

spent a great deal of time 

with her son Casey and 

was very fond of her only 

grandchild Paul.

Tess is survived by her 

children Casey Carpen-

ter of Alamosa; Kimber-

ly (Phil) Clark of Page, 

Ariz., and Kelly (Jeff) 

Johnson of Monte Vista, 

Colo.; Grandson Paul 

(Ariana Edie) Clark of 

Alamosa,

Colo.; her sisters Jo 

Benson, and Carol (John) 

Fear, both of Salida, 

Colo.; brother-in-law, Len

(Jan) Carpenter of Fort 

Collins, Colo.; and cousin 

John (Alice) Leadbeat-

er of Temple, Texas; as 

well as numerous nieces 

and nephews, family and 

friends.

She wass preceded in 

death by her parents, her 

husband, and her sib-

lings: Jack King, Robert 

“Bob”

King, Isabelle “Izzy” 

Wooden, Emily Goehl, 

Edna Bennett, Pauline 

“Polly” Coombs and Jim 

King.

A visitation will be held 

from 12-1 p.m., followed 

by a Funeral Service 1 

p.m. Friday,

Jan. 12, 2024, at the 

Rogers Family Mortuary, 

404 Morris St., Monte 

Vista. Interment will fol-

low services in the San 

Luis Valley Cemetery in 

Monte Vista. In lieu of 

flowers, contributions can 
be made to the charity of 

your choice in her memo-

ry.

Rogers Family Mortu-

ary is in care of the ar-

rangements. To leave on-

line condolences, tributes 

and words of comfort for 

Tess’s family, please visit 

www.RogersFunerals.

com.

Teresa ‘Tess’ Carpenter

In Loving Memory of 

Tommy Lee Fuller

Tommy Lee Fuller, 77, 

departed this world on 

Dec. 16, 2023, at Pen-

rose Hospital in Colorado 

Springs, Colo. Tommy 

was born in Alamosa, 

Colo., on June 3, 1946, to 

Thomas and Leona Full-

er.

Tommy spent his for-

mative years at Alamosa 

High School, where he 

not only excelled socially 

but also showcased his 

athleticism on the foot-

ball and baseball fields. 
Graduating in 1964, he 

embarked on a lifelong 

journey with his high 

school sweetheart, Kore-

ne Manchester, whom he 

married in July of 1965.

A man of diverse tal-

ents, Tommy pursued 

his passion for technol-

ogy, attending schools in 

Denver and Kansas City 

to become a skilled Com-

puter Programmer. His 

dedication and expertise 

led him to a remarkable 

35-year career at Adams 

State University, where 

he left an indelible mark.

Tommy’s zest for life 

extended beyond the pro-

fessional realm. An avid 

hunter, he cherished the 

moments spent at hunt-

ing camp with his fam-

ily and cousins Johnny 

Smith and Rodger Full-

er. A loyal Miami Dol-

phins fan, he found joy 

in watching his favorite 

team compete. Tommy’s 

love for exploration took 

him on exciting travels, 

creating cherished memo-

ries along the way.

Family was the corner-

stone of Tommy’s life, and 

he found immense joy in 

raising his children and 

witnessing them create 

their own families. He 

took great pleasure in 

watching his grandchil-

dren, and great-grand-

children participate in 

sports and various activi-

ties. His warm presence 

and unwavering sup-

port made him a pillar 

of strength for his loved 

ones.

Tommy is survived by 

his devoted wife, Korene 

Fuller, and their children: 

Todd (Kathleen) Fuller of 

Golden, Colo., and Kristi 

(Paul) Duarte of Ala-

mosa. His legacy lives on 

through his grandchil-

dren: Michael (Cheyenne) 

Fuller of Clayton, N.M., 

Steven Fuller of Colorado 

Springs, Colo., Bradley 

(Matthew) Wolke of At-

lanta, Ga., Kylie Duarte 

of Littleton, Colo., Tyler 

Duarte of Alamosa, Colo., 

and Rian Fuller of Gold-

en, Colo. Additionally, his 

great-grandchildren Pa-

ityn Fuller and her mom 

Danielle White, Preston 

Fuller, Eli Fuller, Landon 

Fuller, Lily Fuller and 

Genevieve Gregory, will 

forever cherish his mem-

ory.

Tommy was preceded 

in death by his son Kevin 

Fuller and his parents, 

Thomas and Leona Full-

er.

As we bid farewell to 

Tommy Lee Fuller, we 

celebrate a life well-lived 

— a life marked by love, 

family, and the enduring 

spirit of a kind and com-

passionate soul. May his 

memory bring comfort 

and solace to all who were 

touched by his warmth 

and generosity.

A celebration of life will 

be held on Saturday, Jan. 

13, 2024, at 1 p.m. at the 

First United Methodist 

Church, 2005 Mullins 

Ave., Alamosa, Colo.

Rogers Family Mortu-

ary is in care of the ar-

rangements. To leave 

online words of comfort, 

tributes and remem-

brances for Tommy’s fam-

ily, please visit www.Rog-

ersFunerals.com.

Tommy Lee Fuller

Martha Ruybal (born 
Martha Jaramillo) on 
Aug. 9, 1936, peacefully 
passed away on Jan. 1, 
2024, at the age of 88 
in Alamosa, Colo. Mar-
tha was born in Mogote, 
Colo., and later settled in 
Alamosa.

Martha is survived by 
her beloved daughter 
Irene Gonzalez, as well 
as Larry Ruybal and Wal-
ter Sisneros, Jr.  She will 

also be deeply missed by 
her cherished grandchil-
dren Marilynn Gonzalez, 
Bernie Gonzalez, Robert 
Gonzalez and her great-
grandchildren Jessica 
Ortega, Charlie Ortega, 
David Gonzalez, Angel 
Sisneros, Jayson Cedillo, 
Stephanie Cedillo, Araya 
Sisneros, Mikeal Sisne-
ros and Shawn Sisneros.

A Rosary will be held 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church in Alamosa on 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, at 
6 p.m.

A Mass of Resurrection 
will be held at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
in Alamosa on Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, 2024, at 10 a.m.

Interment will follow 
at the Alamosa Cem-
etery.

Arrangements are un-
der the care of Romero 
Valley Funeral Home.

Martha Ruybal

By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA — 

Monte Vista City Man-

ager Gigi Dennis recently 

spoke about upcoming 

events, ideas, and new 

projects that the city is 

currently working on. 

Dennis spoke of RERC, 

“We are working on the 

Recreational Economy for 

Rural communities. We 

are still looking for ideas 

for upcoming projects for 

RERC.”

The RERC Action plan 

encourages economic de-

velopment in the city of 

Monte Vista. In 2021, at 

the end of the year, San 

Luis Valley Great Out-

doors (SLV GO!) applied 

for and received an En-

vironmental Protection 

Agency grant. Plans to 

move forward with the 

RERC Action plan are 

in the works for the new 

year, according to Dennis. 

“We are still seeking 

input on this. What oth-

er recreational activities 

can the town offer that 

will help bring people 

into town for these activi-

ties? Our plans for 2024 

will include these.” 

Dennis also spoke of 

plans to work with the 

trees in town.

“We will be planting 

over the next five years, 
500 trees. This helps with 

climate; this helps with 

additional shade in the 

parks,” she said.

Dennis said the city re-

ceived a grant that will 

help repair alleys be-

tween the first and second 
block on Adams Street.

“This will help with 

deliveries; this will help 

with those who live in 

apartments. This will 

make it safer with ice 

buildup, there will be bet-

ter drainage,” she said. 

Dennis spoke of making 

an investment in water 

meters for the town. 

“All of our water meters 

are at least 25 years old. 

We want to have a more 

accurate way of measur-

ing the water that is be-

ing used. We want to help 

with water line breaks. 

People will be able to ac-

cess their own water us-

age off their computer. It 

will be real-time water 

management. So, if you 

are at home and wonder-

ing, you can pull up your 

account at see the time of 

day that you used it, how 

much you have used, so 

this will be better moni-

tored and managed for 

people,” Dennis said. 

Dennis is excited about 

finishing the exterior of 
City Hall, and the city is 

also planning on adding 

air conditioning to Kids 

Connection.

Dennis also spoke about 

the RV hook ups that will 

soon be available out at 

the Ski Hi Complex.

“There was also a plan 

for RV availability in the 

whole Ski-Hi masterplan. 

When we received con-

gressional funding to de-

clare Ski-Hi as an emer-

gency center, the whole 

piece of RV hookups came 

into play for this. This 

helps in emergency evac-

uations, but also helps 

with events that come to 

town, like Ski-Hi Stam-

pede, and 4-H Fair. There 

is planning for a shower 

building out at Ski-Hi, 

too.”

Dennis also spoke of 

the hotel project, and how 

a market feasibility study 

went out before the ini-

tial planning of the hotel 

project. The study was 

sent to businesses and 

people were asked if they 

had people who came in 

for events, and on av-

erage how long people 

who came would stay for 

events. Dennis spoke of 

how this would also in-

clude people who came 

in for weddings, funerals, 

family reunions, any out-

of-town guests that would 

come in.

Dennis said it is im-

portant to keep people in 

town, eating at local res-

taurants, and shopping 

in local stores, instead 

of people having to stay 

elsewhere.

“The hotel is not just 

about tourists. This is 

about accommodating 

local conferences, about 

people who have the need 

to stay at Ski-Hi. If you 

have a wedding party 

that comes in. We want 

to keep everything close 

in our community, keep 

families together. The 

community benefits from 
this also by picking up 

extra revenue that comes 

with it. A lot of people 

who come in for the 4-H 

Fair often spend the 

whole week here. There 

will be more planning 

for the hotel project. The 

City Council still needs to 

pass this,” Dennis said.

Dennis is also work-

ing on additional holiday 

lights for next year too. 

“We are excited about 

bringing more lights to 

our town.” 

Dennis ended her talk 

about the new year on a 

positive note saying, “It’s 

been a pleasure to work 

with so many people 

within our community. 

The positivity that I see 

rubbing off on other peo-

ple is great. Monte Vista 

has such a great sense of 

pride in who their neigh-

bors are. It’s so nice that 

we can all work together 

for a better Monte Vista.” 

MV City Manager Dennis 
speaks about projects in 2024
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Felix
■ Continued from Page 1

County
■ Continued from Page 1

Mari Felix has been 
serving as Alamosa’s 
County Clerk since she 
was sworn into office in 
January of 2023, follow-
ing her election to office 
in November 2022.

County Clerks are re-
sponsible for administer-
ing elections, at all levels, 
in the county where they 
were elected. With pri-
maries coming up in June 
of 2024 followed by what 
promises to be a conten-
tious general election in 
November, Alamosa Coun-
ty officials were asked to 
comment on the situation. 

Roni Wisdom, County 
Administrator for Ala-
mosa County, wrote, “The 
Board of County Commis-

sioners has no individual 
supervision of the Clerk 
and Recorder. This is an 
elected position and as 
such, the elected official 
is directly accountable 
to the voters. If a county 
office becomes vacant ac-
cording to the criteria set 
forth in C.R.S. 30-10-105, 
then the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners has a 
statutory obligation to fill 
that office until such time 
as an election is held. The 
Board of County Commis-
sioners will continue to 
monitor this matter and 
will take appropriate ac-
tion as necessary. The 
county has every confi-
dence in the employees of 
the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder and does not an-
ticipate any disruptions 
to the services provided 
through that office.”

will be discussed.
County Commissioner 

Vern Heersink will be 
named as county repre-
sentative to the Colorado 
Health Pool.

A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the 
Alamosa County Depart-
ment of Human Services 
and the Colorado Depart-

ment of Early Childhood 
is on the agenda.

A Retail Liquor Li-
cense Renewal Applica-
tion between Mini Mart 
Inc., Doing Business as 
Loaf N Jug #750010 lo-
cated at 102 Highway 
160 East, Alamosa is on 
the agenda.

As of press time, a reso-
lution regarding the pro-
posed parking fee at the 
San Luis Valley Regional 
Airport that was dis-

cussed at the last Board 
of County Commissioner 
meeting did not appear 
on the agenda. The air-
port advisory board has 
recommended the airport 
charge $6 per day to park 
at the airport as a reve-
nue generating measure.

In other county news, 
the San Luis Valley Re-
gional Airport Advisory 
Board will have a regular 
meeting on Thursday at 
8:15 a.m. at the airport. 

The Valley Courier will 
have more on that meet-
ing in our edition tomor-
row and Friday. In an 
email received on Janu-
ary 8 from Rick Breit-
enfeldt with the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
(FAA), an announcement 
regarding the proposed 
June 2023 $1.2 million 
civil penalty against the 
airport the FAA is seek-
ing may be made in mid 
to late January.

SAN LUIS VALLEY— The article in the Jan. 
6 edition of the Valley Courier on Mountain Valley 
Transit should have stated the Antonito to Alamosa 
service runs on Monday and Friday. For a complete 
schedule see: www.mountainvalleytransit.com

Correction to Mountain Valley Transit

CORRECTION

Courtesy photo

F*I*N*S, an Adams State University Department of Art 
Exhibition, opens Jan. 22, in the Cloyde Snook Gallery. 
Artists include Bill Tite, assistant professor of art; Beth 
Johnston, assistant professor of art; Mary Wilhelm, as-
sistant professor of art; Anthony Guntren, assistant 
professor of art; Charise Mixa, administrative assistant 
and Analiesa Connor-Meissner, visiting assistant pro-
fessor of art. An opening reception will be held from 5 
until 7 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 26, in the Visual Art Building. 
The show continues through Feb. 22. Gallery hours are 
8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Starting on Christmas 
Day in 1900, ornitholo-
gist, Frank M Chapman 
with the newly formed 
Audubon Society pro-
posed an annual holi-
day tradition of counting 
birds and the Christmas 
Bird Count began. 

According to the Audu-
bon Society, “Since that 
inaugural count, people 
have always counted ev-
ery bird of all species 
encountered during one 
calendar day; they have 
reported the number of 
observers and time and 
distance during that day, 
from a prescribed area, 
making sure to minimize 
the possibility of double 
counting.”

Today the count is a 
15-mile circle area from 
which observers count 
and identify all of the 
birds they see.

This 2023 count had 
662 counts worldwide and 
included two local counts 
and over 50 other counts 
in Colorado.

The Monte Vista Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge 
held its annual Christ-
mas Bird Count on Dec. 
16. Eighteen people (six 
teams) spent a total of 6.5 

Results of annual Christmas Bird 
Count from both sides of the Valley

hours (24 party hours) and 
covered over 280 miles 
on the count. Weather 
conditions during the 
day were cool with clear 
skies and no wind. The 
day started out at -4° and 
rose to a balmy 29°F. The 
teams covered all of the 
176 square miles of the 
circle. This year’s num-
bers were above average. 
A total of 51 species were 
documented and 5,833 
individual birds were ob-
served. Sixty-three spe-
cies is still the record. 
Best birds were Virginia 
Rail, Lincoln’s Spar-
row, Ferruginous Hawk, 
Merlin, Sandhill Crane, 
and Prairie Falcon. Dur-
ing the count week, a 
Townsend’s Solitaire was 
reported.

On the other side of the 
San Luis Valley, Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park held its annual 
count on Dec. 30 and re-
corded 30 species. Twelve 
observers walked eight 
miles and drove 54 miles 
during the count. Com-
mon birds were Western 
Scrub Jay, Stellar’s Jay 
and Juniper Titmouse. 
Two sightings of a Virgin-
ia Rail and an American 
Wigeon required the fil-
ing of a rare bird report.

In other birding news, 

a pair of bald eagles was 
spotted recently by this 
reporter who saw the two 
at a nest site in the Ala-
mosa National Wildlife 
Refuge along the banks 
of the Rio Grande. In 
early November, the Val-
ley Courier reported that 
the nesting in the lower 
elevation areas of the 
Valley was a first. At the 
time, John Rawinski a lo-
cal field ornithologist and 
former US Forest Service 
employee, who has been 
keeping records of bird 
data in the Valley for over 
40 years, told the Valley 
Courier, “The successful 
nest is certainly a mile-
stone. It is unprecedented 
in that for the first time, 
we have had a nesting 
pair of bald eagles nest-
ing in the Valley proper, 
that is along the Rio 
Grande and in the flat of 
the Valley.”

According to Rawinski, 
the origin of the breed-
ing pair is unknown, 
“they could have come 
from the south, down 
into New Mexico, and 
maybe followed the river 
up. They also could have 
come from Southwest 
Colorado. Those are our 
nearest breeding popula-
tions. I’m not sure I have 
an answer. It remains a 

mystery as to where they 
ended up where they did. 
It is very, very, exciting 
news because we’re going 
to have to monitor this 
and see what happens 
next.”

It has yet to be deter-
mined if the recent bald 
eagles sighted are the 
pair that nested previ-
ously. Stay tuned.

Photo courtesy of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

During the annual Christmas Bird Count on the Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge, 
a Ferruginous hawk was sighted. The stunning birds are the largest of our soaring 
Buteo Hawks. 

A pair of bald eagles has 
again been sighted at a 

nest site on the Alamosa 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Photo courtesy Evert Brown 

By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

The Colorado Legislature 
begins its new 120-day law-
making term on Wednes-
day.

Democrats will remain 
the majority in both cham-
bers, but since adjourn-
ment last May, there have 
been some shake-ups as 
Democratic lawmakers left 
office. Sen. Dafna Michael-
son Jenet, previously a rep-
resentative, moved cham-
bers to replace former Sen. 
Dominick Moreno, Rep. 
Tim Hernández grabbed 
the seat of former Rep. Ser-
ena Gonzales Gutierrez, 
Rep. Manny Rutinel re-
placed Michaelson Jenet in 
the House, and Rep.-elect 
Chad Clifford was tapped 
to replace former Rep. Ruby 
Dickson. Yet another va-
cancy committee will pick 
a replacement for former 
Rep. Said Sharbini on Jan. 
18.

Lawmakers will also be 
working with the 2024 cam-
paign season in the back-
ground. Minority Leader 
Mike Lynch and Rep. Rich-
ard Holtorf are both com-
peting for the Republican 
nomination for Colorado’s 
4th Congressional District, 
and Republican Rep. Gabe 
Evans is running for Colo-
rado’s 8th Congressional 
District. Congressional pri-
maries are on June 25.

The daily schedule for the 
Legislature, as well as links 
to floor and committee au-
dio, is available on the Gen-
eral Assembly’s website.

Expected bills on hous-
ing As it was last year, 
housing will be a policy pri-
ority this year in the Capi-
tol. But instead of trying to 
push through a mammoth, 
multifaceted bill to address 
the state’s housing crisis, 
like last year’s doomed Sen-
ate Bill 23-213, Democrats 
are eyeing at least three 
separate priority bills.

One bill will likely be 
about local needs assess-
ments. Last year, one of SB-
213’s many iterations was 
the creation of a state board 
tasked with helping local 
governments assess their 
affordable housing needs 
and develop long-term 
plans. Those plans would 
rely on state-suggested pol-
icies such as upzoning land 
or allowing the construction 
of accessory dwelling units 
by right.

“That’s something that is 
going to provide a roadmap 
for each individual commu-
nity and region, to know 
what the need is, what the 
progress is in meeting that 
need and what they need to 
do from a menu of options 
to get to the goal,” Senate 
President Steve Fenberg, 
a Boulder Democrat, told 
Colorado Newsline.State 
Senate President Steve 
Fenberg listens to testimo-
ny during a hearing at the 
Colorado Capitol in Denver, 
March 8, 2023. (Kevin Mo-
hatt for Colorado Newsline)

There will also likely be a 
bill around transit-oriented 
development that would 
include incentives for local 
governments to relax zon-
ing regulations and allow 
for denser development 
along transit corridors. 
Upzoning that land was a 
provision of SB-213 and an 
idea Democratic Gov. Jar-
ed Polis has championed 
throughout the legislative 
interim, with the hope be-
ing that Colorado residents 
can live close to an efficient 
mode of transportation and 
rely less on single-occupan-
cy vehicle travel.

Fenberg said the state 
is also planning to “double 
down” on transit invest-
ment. This would include 
leveraging federal money 
available through the In-
frastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act.

“A lot of the pushback we 

got from local communities 
was that we want them 
to bring all this housing 
around transit, but what is 
the state going to do to pro-
vide that transit? We think 
that’s valid,” he said.

Finally, leadership said 
another bill would allow 
property owners to build ac-
cessory dwelling units, also 
known as carriage houses 
or mother-in-law suites, 
on their land. That was an 
idea included in SB-213.

Soaring property tax so-
lution

While those will be the 
three priority bills from 
Democrats on housing, 
there will be many more 
from individual members.

For example, the Legis-
lature will likely take up 
another “for cause” evic-
tion bill this year after last 
year’s version, led by pro-
gressive Democrats, died 
on the calendar. That bill 
would define when and 
why a landlord can evict a 
tenant or decline to renew a 
lease. Advocates argue that 
such a law would increase 
housing stability and re-
duce the risk of homeless-
ness for a tenant forced to 
relocate.

A bill developed by an in-
terim committee that will 
be introduced this session 
would hike taxes on thou-
sands of short-term rental 
properties. If approved, it 
would classify homes that 
are rented out for at least 
three months during the 
year as a lodging property, 
kicking the property tax up 
to 27.9%.

Sponsor Sen. Chris Han-
sen, a Denver Democrat, 
said that “significant” 
amendments are likely.

“The problem we’re try-
ing to solve is that you’ve 
got properties, in some cas-
es being used virtually the 
same as lodging properties 
like a hotel,” Hansen said 
during a legislative preview 

hosted by The Colorado 
Sun on Thursday. “The bal-
ance we’re trying to strike 
is to be able to allow people 
to own second, third proper-
ties and use them on a part-
time basis and make sure 
they’re taxed appropriately 
for that, but treating that 
differently than the corpo-
rate properties that own 
thousands of these units 
across the state that are 
basically running them as 
hotels. That’s a very differ-
ent thing.”

Lawmakers will also con-
sider whether to take on 
any policy proposals that 
come out of the Property 
Tax Commission, which 
was created during the re-
cent special session to de-
velop a long-term solution 
for soaring property taxes. 
The commission will pres-
ent its findings and make 
recommendations to the 
Legislature in March, giv-
ing the House and Senate 
ample time to pass related 
bills.

On the school finance 
side, legislators are optimis-
tic they can fully fund pub-
lic education this year and 
eliminate the “budget sta-
bilization factor,” which re-
fers to the amount the state 
falls short of yearly school 
finance requirements. Last 
year, the amount was about 
$140 million. Polis laid out 
his plan in a budget propos-
al to completely fund educa-
tion for the first time since 
the Great Recession.

“This is an exciting year 
because we’re finally going 
to pay off the B.S. factor 
and hopefully be done with 
it forever. We’re excited to 
do it, because we’re finally 
at a place where we think 
we can make the promise 
of of fully-funded education 
and, even if we hit a reces-
sion around the corner, not 
have to reopen the B.S. fac-
tor ever again,” Fenberg 
said.

ASU Department of Art 
exhibit opens Jan. 22

Colorado Legislature again set to consider 
solutions to housing crisis this session
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By JERD SMITH AND 
MICHAEL BOOTH

Colorado Sun
Climate change will 

continue to hammer 
Colorado’s hallmark riv-
ers and streams, with a 
new report showing their 
flows will shrink by 5% to 
30% over the next nearly 
30 years.

And it’s not just drying 
up our water.

Human-caused global 
warming has raised Col-
orado’s annual average 
temperature by 2.3 de-
grees between 1980 and 
2022, the report says. 
Colorado climate change, 
exacerbated in the fall 
months and in the south-
western and south cen-
tral parts of the state, 
will add another 1 to 4 
degrees of average tem-
perature by 2050.

The news comes with 
the release today of the 
Colorado Climate Report, 
the third in a series of pa-
pers the state has issued 
since 2008 documenting 
the impact of the warm-
ing climate.

Beyond drying rivers, 
the steady heating of 
Colorado will worsen tox-
ic ozone pollution along 
the Front Range, drive 
more wildfire danger and 
push wildlife further out 
of current comfort zones, 
according to climate ex-
perts from environmental 
groups who saw the em-
bargoed report.

And the emergencies 
will tend to become the 
norm. Within 26 years, 
the report says, our “nor-
mal” years will be as hot 
as the hottest years lead-
ing up to 2022.

“Those are alarming 
numbers,” said State Sen. 
Dylan Roberts, D-Frisco.  
Roberts is among sev-
eral Colorado lawmakers 
working on legislation 
to cushion the blows of a 
warming climate.

“Coloradans who de-
pend on rivers and 
stream flow for agricul-
ture and recreation no-
tice if a stream dips even 
a couple of points,” Rob-
erts said. “To hear of a 
30% reduction is shock-
ing and really concerning. 
But looking forward, that 
also gives support and 
credence to what we’re 
trying to do now, which 
is preparing Colorado for 
that reality and doing 
with less water.”

Extreme heat will also 
become more common 
and dangerous.

“The wild beauty that is 
at the heart of our state 
identity is at risk,” said 
Heidi Leathwood, climate 
policy analyst with the 
nonprofit advocacy group 
350 Colorado. “The ex-
pected temperature rise 
and increasingly more 
frequent and severe heat 
waves will hit all of us 
hard, but will continue 
to hit low income com-
munities and people of 
color even harder unless 
the state takes immedi-
ate and effective steps 
toward environmental 
justice.”

Farmers, kayakers and 
anglers are likely to feel 
the impact the most with 
urban users feeling less 
of the pain, said Becky 
Bolinger, assistant state 
climatologist and a co-
author of the report.

Agriculture uses as 

much as 80% of the wa-
ter generated in Colorado 
and as its take shrinks, 
the productivity of farm 
fields will shrink also. 
The industry contributes 
$47 billion to Colorado’s 
economy, according to the 
Colorado Department of 
Agriculture.

Farmers already wres-
tling with a long-term 
drought and warm-
ing temperatures, face 
tough choices, said Joel 
Schneekloth, a special-
ist in irrigation practices 
and agricultural water 
use at Colorado State 
University.

“Growers  are already 
dealing with declining 
(water) supplies,” said 
Schneekloth, who works 
with farmers in the South 
Platte and Republican 
river basins. “Years ago 
they had wells that could 
pump 600 to 700 gallons 
per minute. Now some 
are down to 200 to 300 
gallons per minute.”

As a result, he said, 
“We know some of these 
areas are going to come to 
an end. … It’s not a rosy 
picture.”

At the same time the 
state’s $13.9 billion ski-
ing, rafting and fishing 
industries will also take 
a hit, as streams shrink, 
and the timing of the ski-
ing and rafting seasons 
grow shorter and shift.

“Of course we’re con-
cerned,” said Andy Nei-
nas, a 37-year veteran 
of Colorado’s rafting in-
dustry whose company, 
Echo Canyon River Ex-
peditions, survived the 
droughts of 2002, 2012 
and 2018.   

“Those hit us on our 
head, and we had to learn 
to adapt,” he said of the 
drought years. “So we 
changed the logistics of 
our trips, changed the du-
ration, and we started us-
ing smaller craft (able to 
float on smaller streams). 
And though we are known 
as white water outfitters, 
a lot of what we do is sce-
nic, so even though water 
levels may be lower, it 
doesn’t change the value 
of the scenery and the ex-
perience of being out in 
nature.”

Environment advo-
cates said the continuing 
pattern of warming an-
ticipated by the study is 
cause for extreme worry 
— and action.

“With the projected de-
clines in snowpack, and 
the increases in wild-
fires, heatwaves and dry 
conditions, the outdoor 
recreation industry is at 
extreme risk, our agricul-
tural industry will suffer, 
and outdoor workers and 
those living without air 
conditioning will be in in-
creasing danger,” Leath-
wood said. 

“Nowhere will commu-
nities be safe from the 
threat of wildfire which 
could strike at any time 
and place. It will be in-
creasingly difficult or 
even impossible for wild-
life to adapt,” Leathwood 
said.

Urban areas are likely 
to feel the least impact, 
Bolinger said, because 
they use just 7% of the 
state’s water and have 
flexibility in managing 
their water supplies each 
year.

Looking ahead, 

Bolinger said there are 
hopeful trends, largely in 
the way Colorado is al-
ready adapting to climate 
change.

“It’s scary to look at 
some of these numbers … 
but with reports like this, 
you’re increasing aware-
ness of the issues and as 
long as we’re planning we 
can be better prepared for 
a lot of events that will 
inevitably occur. It makes 
you feel not quite so help-
less when we know there 
are things we can do to 
protect ourselves and our 
ecosystems,” she said.

Environmental advo-
cacy groups want Colo-
rado lawmakers to go 
well beyond adapting to 
conditions. They say the 
report underscores why 
they will be working at 
the 2024 legislature and 
beyond on policy changes 
to combat global warm-
ing, at what they see as 
the prime source: the fos-
sil fuel industry.

“The oil and gas in-
dustry in particular is a 
significant contributor to 
several of the costly crises 
discussed in the report,” 
said Ryan Maher, staff 
attorney for the Center 
for Biological Diversity. 
“The industry puts pres-
sure on limited water 
resources. It’s the single 
largest anthropogenic 
cause of Colorado’s ozone 
problem, which will only 
worsen with higher tem-
peratures from climate 
change. And the indus-
try’s ozone is itself a dan-
gerous greenhouse gas.”

Colorado regulators are 
still letting oil and gas 
companies “off the hook,” 
Maher said. They are per-
mitting too many new oil 
and gas wells, failing to 
enforce leak regulations 
on existing wells, and al-
lowing drilling and pro-
duction on the hottest 
summer days in a way 
that worsens the ozone 
problem on the Front 
Range, the advocates 
say. Nine northern Front 
Range counties have been 
categorized by the EPA as 
“severe” violators of toxic 
ozone regulation, and 
face various sanctions as 
a result.  

“This report under-
scores that if the Polis 
administration doesn’t 
get serious about phasing 
out drilling and fracking, 
Colorado stands to suffer 
tremendously,” Maher 
said. 

Dan Haley, president of 
the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Association, responded 
that environmental advo-
cates should stop trying 
to drive fossil fuel produc-
tion out of Colorado.

“As an industry, we 
have decreased green-
house gas emissions, such 
as methane, in Colorado 
by more than 70 percent 
over the past decade, and 
our scientists and engi-
neers work each day to 
reduce it further,” Haley 
said.  New technology and 
tight regulation means 
that in coming years, “the 
state’s emissions profile 
from this industry likely 
will continue to decrease,” 
Haley said. “The world 
will need more energy to 
survive and thrive in the 
21st century,” Haley said, 
“and it should come from 
places like Colorado that 
protect the environment.”

Colorado rivers may shrink 
by 30% as climate change 

continues, report says
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By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — 
Winter can be a wonderful 
time of year to get out and 
enjoy the San Luis Val-
ley. Whether it is skiing 
at Wolf Creek Ski Area or 
heading out for a walk in 
the woods, there is some-
thing for everyone to enjoy 
in the many unpopulated 
areas throughout the San 
Juan Mountains. 

From hockey tourna-
ments in Creede to sled-
ding down steep hills on the 
top of Wolf Creek Pass, the 
area on the western end of 
the Valley can be a winter 
wonderland for outdoors 
enthusiasts of all ages. 
Now is a great time to get 
out and explore this winter 
landscape and to see what 
winter has to offer. 

South Fork is at the cen-
ter of well over 300 miles 
of trails that can be ac-
cessed through several 
U.S. Forest Service roads 
leading into the back coun-
try. Many of the trails that 
have immediate access 
from town or just beyond 
are groomed and cared for 
all year long.

Snowmobiling is one of 
the more popular activities 
in the area due mainly to 
the access to trails through-
out the region. Places like 
Beaver Creek and Cross 
Creek offer about 23 miles 
of passable trails for more 
experienced riders and of-
fers views of the San Juan 
Mountains along Forest 
Service Road 359.

Fox Mountain and Park 
Creek trails are a great 
way to get out in the back-
country on Park Creek 
Road 380. This trail leads 
to large open meadows 
that can be a snowmo-
biler’s dream of a winter 
play land with plenty of 
room to reach high speeds 
and glide over the powder 
that usually resides there 
in the dead of winter.

Besides snowmobiling, 
some look for more quiet 
activities. Winter can be a 

very peaceful time of year 
when the world takes a 
deep breath and silently 
holds it until spring. The 
area is rich in cross country 
skiing trails that offer spec-
tacular views and a chance 
to see plentiful wildlife. Lo-
cal organizations like the 
Powder Busters and Sil-
ver Thread Outdoor Club 
host outings to these trails 
which they also help keep 
groomed throughout the 
winter. A free map is locat-
ed at the South Fork Visi-
tors Center for those who 
wish to learn where these 
hidden gems are.

Other activities also in-
clude ice fishing at the 
many reservoirs in the area 
like Beaver Creek which is 
easily accessible during 
winter months. Other ice 
fishing locations include 
Tucker Ponds and Big 
Meadows Reservoir which 
requires either snowshoes, 
cross-country skiing or 
snowmobiles to gain access 
but the trip is worth the ef-
fort with lakes packed full 
of late season fish.

Winter in the San Luis 
Valley is a wonderful 
time to see what the Colo-
rado lifestyle is all about, 
though caution is needed 
when venturing out into 
the back country, especial-
ly if it is for the first time. 
Many local groups, like the 
two listed above are a great 
way to get an introduction 
to what people need to 
know about the mountains 
during the winter months.

Some of the simpler 
things to remember holds 
true no matter what season 
it is and that is to inform 

people of where you plan to 
adventure, when you plan 
to return and to always be 
familiar with the surround-
ings before venturing out 
into any area. For more in-
formation, the South Fork 
Visitors Center is an excel-
lent source of information 
or by visiting www.south-
fork.org.

File photos

Winter is in full swing in the San Luis Valley and whether you head out to build a 
snowman or hit the fresh powder on a snowmobile, the San Juan Mountains is the 
place to go for winter fun.

Winter activities in western SLV offer winter fun

By COLORADO PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE

DENVER - Crawfish 
lovers can rejoice as red 
swamp crayfish, otherwise 
known as Louisiana craw-
fish, become legal in Colo-
rado. Beginning Jan. 1, 
2024, Coloradans can im-
port, transport and possess 
red swamp crayfish for hu-
man consumption. Release 
and use as bait remains 
illegal to protect Colorado’s 
lakes and rivers. 

For many, spring craw-
fish boils are an impor-
tant family and commu-
nity event. Unbeknown to 
many, the importation of 
red swamp crayfish, tasty 
and popular to consume, 
was illegal in Colorado, un-
til now. 

Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife now allows the im-
portation, transportation, 
and possession of live red 
swamp crayfish in Colora-
do for human consumption, 
provided the following con-
ditions are met: 

• No person may possess 
an individual of the spe-
cies alive for more than 72 
hours.

Any person who possess-
es the species alive must 
have:  

• a copy of an importa-
tion license that authorizes 
the importation of the cray-
fish in the person’s posses-
sion; and

• a receipt or delivery 
confirmation reflecting the 
date the person took pos-
session of the crayfish.

The importation of many 
live aquatic species is ille-
gal due to the threat they 
can pose to our aquatic re-
sources (e.g. rusty crayfish, 
New Zealand mudsnails, 
zebra/quagga mussels) and 
the importation of most live 
crayfish species remains il-
legal in Colorado. 

How does this affect con-
sumers and businesses?

This regulation change 

will primarily impact busi-
nesses that import crayfish 
into Colorado and should 
have minimal impact on 
the average consumer. In 
most cases, the business 
importing live crayfish will 
apply for the importation 
license and a copy of the ap-
proved license must accom-
pany the shipment of cray-
fish. Consumers buying 
live crayfish from a vendor 
will receive a copy of the 
importation license along 
with the required receipt. 
Consumers buying cooked 
crayfish from a restaurant 
will be unaffected. 

Importation licenses are 
available for $91 per calen-
dar year through cpwshop.
com.

Why was this change 
made?

In early 2023, CPW 
became aware of a large 
market for live red swamp 
crayfish in the state. After 
further investigation, it 
was discovered that illegal 
imports of live red swamp 
crayfish had been occur-
ring for years, if not de-
cades, with most importers 
unaware they were break-
ing the law.

A public outreach cam-
paign determined that 
many members of the 
public believed that CPW 
should allow the regulat-
ed importation of live red 
swamp crayfish for human 
consumption.

CPW then drafted pro-
posed regulation changes 
(approved by the Colorado 
Fish Health Board) that 
were finalized at the Novem-
ber Commission meeting.

In Nov. 2023, the Parks 
and Wildlife Commis-
sion approved regulation 
changes to allow for the im-
portation, transportation 
and possession of live red 
swamp crayfish in Colora-
do for human consumption. 
The changes went into ef-
fect on Jan. 1.

Red swamp crayfish importation, 
transportation and possession 

now legal in Colorado
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Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY

Prep boys 
basketball

Alamosa 32, Sanford 
31

Centauri 57, Delta 48
Moffat 62, Creede 29
Sargent 50, Centen-

nial 27
Prep girls 

basketball
Creede 34, Moffat 20
Delta 66, Centauri 40
Sanford 44, Alamosa 

37
Sargent def. Cen-

tennial – score not 
reported
Prep boys wrestling

Rocky Ford 48, Mon-
te Vista 22

SATURDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Alamosa 78, Delta 76

Moffat 68, Weldon 
Valley 46

Monte Vista 52, Ig-
nacio 44

Peyton 74, Center 29
Sangre de Cristo 45, 

Trinidad 23
Sierra Grande 47, 

Evangelical Christian 
45

South Baca 47, Cen-
tennial 41

Prep girls 
basketball

Centauri 63, The 
Vanguard 44

Delta 63, Alamosa 45
Evangelical Chris-

tian 55, Sierra Grande 
26

Monte Vista 37, Ig-
nacio 31

Peyton 60, Center 29
South Baca 57, Cen-

tennial 8
Trinidad 47, Sangre 

de Cristo 41
Weldon Valley 49, 

Moffat 27
College men’s 

basketball
Adams State 83, 

South Dakota Mines 77
College women’s 

basketball
South Dakota Mines 

67, Adams State 62
College men’s 

wrestling

Adams State 45, 
Findlay (Ohio) 6

Adams State 31, Mi-
not State (N.D.) 14

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Dolores at Sargent, 
4:30 p.m.

Prep girls 
basketball

Dolores at Sargent, 
4:30 p.m.

Pueblo County at 
Alamosa, 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Crested Butte at 
Creede, 5 p.m.

Lake City at Sangre 
de Cristo, 5 p.m.

Prep girls 
basketball

Crested Butte at 
Creede, 5 p.m.

Lake City at Sangre 
de Cristo, 5 p.m.
Prep boys wrestling

Alamosa, La Junta at 
Florence, 4 p.m.

Centauri at Monte 
Vista, 6 p.m.

S a r g e n t ,  S i e r r a 
Grande/Centennial at 
La Veta, TBA
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Centauri 
wrestlers win 
Pagosa meet

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

Centauri High School 
wrestling team won the 
championship at the Rocky 
Mountain Invitational 
Saturday in Pagosa 
Springs.

The Falcons had a team 
score of 203 points – 29 
points better than the host 
team, Pagosa Springs. 
They had three individual 
champions in Matthew 
Salazar (106), Parker 
Buhr (157), and Josh 
Polkowske (190).

Centauri  had two 
additional finalists who 
finished second in Riley 
Valdez (126) and Spencer 
Smith (165).

Also placing for the 
Falcons were Caden 
Casias who was third at 
113, Aundre Chavez who 
was third at 120, Skylar 
Montague who was fourth 
at 215, Troy Munson who 
was seventh at 150, and 
Aaden Quintana who was 
eighth at 174.

Center  was  th i rd 
with 162 points. Taking 
championships were 
Aaron Valadez (144) and 
Martin Palma (165).

Also placing for the 
Vikings were Jordan 
Duran who was second at 
113, Jesus Valadez who 
was second at 175, Andre 
Meraz who was third at 
144, Francisco Villa who 
was fifth at 126, Caden 
Ruggles who was fifth at 
150, and Devin Thomson 
who was seventh at 190.

Duran also won his 
100th career match.

Monte Vista was sixth 
with 134 points. Kevin 
Cisneros was an individual 
champion for the Pirates 
at 150 pounds.

Also placing for Monte 
Vista were Ethan Wolfe 

who was second at 132, 
Jeremiah Baumgardner 
who was second at 157, 
Jacob Pacheco who was 
third at 165, Elijah 
Baumgardner who was 
fourth at 126, Jon Enderle 
who was sixth at 138, Jose 
Zamarripa who was sixth 
at 285, Julian Pacheco who 
was seventh at 175, and 
Joshua Salazar who was 
seventh at 285.

Del Norte was 14th with 
29 points, and Sargent was 
15th with 28.

Placing for the Tigers 
were Paul Neal who was 
fourth at 150, Anthony 
Conn who was eighth at 
113, and Ulices Maez who 
wqas eighth at 190.

The Farmers’ placers 
were Jaycian Sierra who 
was fourth at 138, and 
Matthew Voss who was 
seventh at 126.

Team scores
Centauri 203, Pagosa Springs 174, 
Center 162, Bloomfield (N.M.) 161, 
Rocky Ford 154, Monte Vista 134, Du-
rango 114, Monticello (Utah) 114, Ig-
nacio 99, Montezuma-Cortez 94, Nucla 
92, Taos (N.M.) 81 ½, Bayfield 56, Del 
Norte 29, Sargent 28, Dolores 25.

Peoria Tournament of 
Champions

Two Alamosa High 
School boys wrestlers 
and two girls placed at 
the Peoria Tournament of 
Champions last weekend 
in Peoria, Ariz.

Sarah DeLaCerda won a 
major tournament for the 
second time this season as 
she took first place at 114 
pounds over Sunnyside’s 
(Ariz.) Iliana Castaneda 
by fall at 1:42. She won at 
the Reno Tournament of 
Champions in December.

Also placing for the 
Lady Mean Moose was 
Samamtha Maestas who 
was fourth at 120.

Uriah Martinez took 
third place at 120 pounds, 
and Jeremiah DeLaCerda 
was fifth at 106

Panthers hold off ECA 47-45
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

BLANCA – The ninth-ranked Sierra Grande 
High School got off to a fast start when it hosted the 
Evangelical Christian Academy, a Class 2A team, 
Saturday at the Panthers’ gym.

The Eagles, however, made a comeback and took the 
lead of several occasions. The Panthers again took a big 
lead late only to see ECA make another comeback effort.

But Sierra Grande held off ECA and won by a score 
of 47-45.

“We needed out to try to find a win against a good 2A 
team,” said Sierra Grande coach Matt Lucero. “They 
have height, they’re disciplined and they’re coached 
extremely well. We found a way to win even though it 
wasn’t pretty. I told the guys a win is a win and we’ll 
learn from our mistakes and get better at what we 
try to do.”

Aron Ojeda scored the first points of the game for 
Sierra Grande, but Brock Jones made a 3-point basket 
for ECA. Jaydn Martinez scored two baskets and Brian 
Ontiveros scored one to push the lead to 8-3.

Levi DeJong scored a layup and Jones made two 
free throws to bring the Eagles within an 8-7 deficit. 
Manuel Miranda made a 3-pointer and Martinez and 
Carlos Lopez both scored to increase the lead to 15-7.

Bo Galliart scored the final five points of the quarter 
to cut the Panthers’ lead to 15-12.

Galliart opened the second quarter with a jumper 
and a free throw to tie the score at 15-15. Martinez 
split at the free throw line to put Sierra Grande back 
into the lead, but Drew Gregory drove for a layup to 
give the lead back to ECA.

Ojeda drained a trey to put the Panthers back in 
front, and Ontiveros drove for a layup. Miranda made 
another three. Rolando Najera hit a jumper to increase 
the lead to 26-17.

Once again, the Eagles finished the period strong as 
they scored the final five points to reduce their deficit 
to 26-22 at halftime.

Josh Maes made a 3-pointer for ECA and Jones 
scored in the paint to put the Eagles back on top at 
27-26. Martinez helped Sierra Grande regain the lead, 
and Ojeda scored a layup and added a free throw for 
a 31-27 lead.

Galliart cut the lead to one point with a trey, but 
Ojeda answered with a three on the other end of the 
court. Martinez then made a layup and a free throw 
to extend the margin to 37-30.

Galliart scored four points in the final minute of the 
third quarter to narrow the gap to 39-34.

Ojeda scored the first points of the fourth quarter, 
but Jones made a pair of free tosses. Martinez drove 
for another layup, but Jones drained a 3-pointer to 
bring ECA within 43-39.

Martinez made one of two free throws, but Jones 

scored a layup to reduce the lead to 44-41.
Martinez made two free throws ands Miranda made 

one of two for a 47-41 advantage with 1:05 left in the 
game.

Gregory’s layup closed the lead to 47-43, and Galliart 
made two free throws to cut the margin to 47-45 with 
22 second remaining.

The Eagles had a couple of chances to either tie the 
score or win in the final seconds but came up empty.

The Panthers had two players score in double figures 
as Martinez scored 17 points and Ojeda added 15.

The Eagles also had two players in double figures 
with Jones scoring 18 points and Galliart 17.

Sierra Grande (6-2) will travel to Cheraw for a 3:30 
p.m. tip-off.

“Cheraw went into overtime with ECA, so it’s going 
to be a big challenge for us on the road,” Lucero said.

Sierra Grande 47, Evangelical Christian 45
ECA – Gregory 2 0-0 4, Galliart 5 5-5 17, Lucia 0 1-2 1, DeJong 1 0-0 2, Jones 5 6-8 
18, Maes 1 0-0 3, Moore 0 0-0 0, Barger 0 0-0 0. Total 14 12-15 45.
3-point goals – Galliart 2, Jones 2, Maes 1. Total 5.
Sierra Grande – Ontiveros 2 0-0 4, Miranda 2 1-4 7, J. Martinez 6 5-9 17, Ojeda 
6 1-1 15, C. Lopez 1 0-0 2, D. Martinez 0 0-0 0, Kester 0 0-0 0, Najera 1 0-0 2, A. 
Lopez 0 0-0 0. Total 18 7-14 47.
3-point goals – Miranda 2, Ojeda 2. Total 4.
ECA  12 10 12 11 – 45
Sierra Grande 15 11 13 8 – 47
Fouls – ECA 15, Sierra Grande 14.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Sierra Grande High School’s Jaydn Martinez (12) 
looks to put up a shot while Evangelical Christian 
Academy’s Bo Galliart (13) plays defense. The 
Panthers defeated the Eagles 47-45.

ECA runs past Sierra Grande girls
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
BLANCA – The Sierra 

Grande High School girls 
basketball team, which 
has only six players, 
hosted an Evangelical 
Christian Academy team 
with 13 players Saturday 
at the Sierra Grande gym.

The numbers proved to 
be the difference as the 
Lady Panthers lost to the 
Lady Eagles 55-26.

ECA started fast as it 
scored the first 18 points of 
the game. Alexia Gonzalez 
put Sierra Grande on the 
board, but the Lady Eagles 
scored eight more points to 
extend their lead to 26-2.

Alexandra Garcia ended 
the run with a layup, and 
Gonzales made one of two 
from the free throw line to 
bring the Lady Panthers 
within a 26-5 deficit at the 
end of the first quarter.

ECA continued its 
momentum into the 
second quarter by scoring 
the first nine points of the 
period and increasing its 
lead to 35-5.

Alexandra Garcia made 
a jump shot, and Gonzalez 
scored two baskets to bring 
Sierra Grande within 36-

11.
The Lady Eagles ran 

off seven straight points 
before Gonzales made a 
3-point basket to reduce 
the margin to 43-14 at 
halftime.

ECA’s Sarah Caldwell 
opened the second half 
with a 3-pointer, but 
Jaylyn Quezada answered 

with a trey for the Lady 
Panthers. Mia Castro 
and Sarah Caldwell both 
scored to give ECA a 52-17 
advantage at the end of the 
third quarter.

The fourth quarter was 
played under a running 
clock with the Lady 
Panthers outscoring the 
Lady Eagles 9-3 in the 
period. Quezada scored 
five of the points, and 
NayLani Velasquez and 
Yazmin Molina scoring 
two points each.

Gonzales led Sierra 
Grande in scoring with 
10 points, followed by 
Quezada with eight.

Leading ECA in scoring 
were Sarah Caldwell and 
Ellie Wagner both with 
13 points.

Sierra Grande (1-6) will 
host Lake City on Friday 
for a 4 p.m. tip-off and then 
will travel to Cheraw on 
Saturday with game time 
slated for 2 p.m.

Evangelical Christian 55, Sierra 
Grande 26

ECA – Ripple 0 0-0 0, Castro 4 0-0 8, 
Sar. Caldwell 5 0-0 13, Schultz 3 1-3 7, 
Lucia 1 0-0 2, Maez 1 0-0 2, Wagner 5 
0-0 13, Gregory 0 1-2 1, Sad. Caldwell 
0 2-2 2, LeCerte 0 0-0 0, Mann 1 0-0 
2, Stonestreet 1 0-0 3, Molitor 1 0-0 2. 
Total 22 4-7 55.
3-point goals – Sar. Caldwell 3, Wagner 
3, Stonestreet 3. Total 7.
Sierra Grande – Quezada 3 0-0 8, Al. 

Garcia 2 0-0 4, Velasquez 1 0-0 2, Moli-
na 1 0-0 2, Ah. Garcia 0 0-0 0, Gonzalez 
4 1-3 10. Total 11 1-8 26.
3-point goals Quezada 2, Gonzalez 1. 
Total 3.
ECA       26    17    9     3 – 55
Sierra Grande     5     9     3     9 – 26
Fouls – ECA 12, Sierra Grande 4.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Sierra Grande High 
School’s Alexia Gonzalez 
puts up a shot against 
the Evangelical Christian 
Academy on Saturday. 
The Lady Panthers lost 
55-26.
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NOTICE
The Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association, whose address is 
147 Washington Street, Monte Vista, CO  81144, hereby gives notice 
that pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, it received 
notice from Todd W. Corzine, executor of the estate of Thomas O. 
Corzine, stating that Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association 
share certificate No. 5736 representing 5 shares; share certificate 
No. 5737 representing 18 shares; share certificate 5920 representing 
15 shares; share certificate No. 5921 representing 12.5 shares; and 
share certificate No. 5922 representing 7.5 shares in the Rio Grande 
Canal Water Users Association held in the name of Thomas O. Cor-
zine, have been lost, mislaid, or destroyed, and had not been trans-
ferred or hypothecated at the time of said notice. All assessments lev-
ied by the Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association against stock 
certificates No. 5736, 5737, 5920, 5921, and 5922 had been paid at 
the time the Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association was first noti-
fied that such stock certificates had been lost, mislaid, or destroyed.
Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, Todd W. Corzine 
has demanded the issuance of duplicate share certificates in accor-
dance with Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 7-42-114 to 7-42-117.
You are hereby notified that on or after February 20, 2024 the Rio 
Grande Canal Water Users Association will issue duplicate share cer-
tificates by cancelling lost stock certificates No. 5736, 5737, 5920, 
5921, and 5922, and issuing new stock certificates in the name of the 
claimants, their legal representatives or assignees, unless a contrary 
claim is filed with the Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association prior 
to February 20, 2024.
Date: December 13, 2023
No. 3720.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 19, 26, 2023, January 
2, 9, & 16, 2024.

NOTICE
The Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association, whose address is 
147 Washington Street, Monte Vista, CO  81144, hereby gives notice 
that pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, it received 
notice from Todd W. Corzine, executor of the estate of Thoms O. Cor-
zine, stating that Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association share 
certificate No. 5234 representing 5 shares, and share certificate No. 
5335 representing 7.5 shares in the Rio Grande Canal Water Users 
Association held in the name of Thomas O. Corzine and Cathy R. 
Corzine as joint tenants, have been lost, mislaid, or destroyed, and 
had not been transferred or hypothecated at the time of said notice. 
All assessments levied by the Rio Grande Canal Water Users Asso-
ciation against stock certificates No. 5234 and 5335 had been paid at 
the time the Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association was first noti-
fied that such stock certificates had been lost, mislaid, or destroyed.
Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, Todd W. Corzine 
has demanded the issuance of duplicate share certificates in accor-
dance with Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 7-42-114 to 7-42-117.
You are hereby notified that on or after February 20, 2024 the Rio 
Grande Canal Water Users Association will issue duplicate share 
certificates by cancelling lost stock certificates No. 5234 and 5335, 
and issuing new stock certificates in the name of the claimant, her 
legal representatives or assignees, unless a contrary claim is filed 
with the Rio Grande Canal Water Users Association prior to Febru-
ary 20, 2024.
Date: December 13, 2023
No. 3721.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 19, 26, 2023, January 
2, 9, & 16, 2024.

NOTICE
The Santa Maria Reservoir Company, whose address is 147 Wash-
ington Street, Monte Vista, CO  81144, hereby gives notice that 
pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, the Company re-
ceived notice from Todd W. Corzine, executor of the estate of Thomas 
O. Corzine, stating that Santa Maria Reservoir Company stock cer-
tificate No. 4237 representing 10 shares; stock certificate No. 4238 
representing 10 shares; and stock certificate No. 4047 representing 
10 shares owned by Thomas O. Corzine have been lost, mislaid, or 
destroyed, and had not been transferred or hypothecated at the time 
of said notice.  All assessments levied by the Santa Maria Reservoir 
Company against such stock certificates had been paid when the 
Company was first notified that such stock certificates had been lost, 
mislaid, or destroyed.
Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, Todd W. Corzine 
has demanded the issuance of duplicate share certificates in accor-
dance with Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 7-42-114 to 7-42-117.
You are hereby notified that on or after February 20, 2024 the Santa 
Maria Reservoir Company will issue a duplicate certificates by can-
celling lost stock certificates No. 4237, 4238, and 4047, and issuing 
new stock certificates in the name of the claimants, their legal repre-
sentatives or assignees, unless a contrary claim is filed with the Santa 
Maria Reservoir Company prior to February 20, 2024.
Date: December 13, 2023
No. 3722.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 19, 26, 2023, January 
2, 9, & 16, 2024.

NOTICE
The Santa Maria Reservoir Company, whose address is 147 Wash-
ington Street, Monte Vista, CO  81144, hereby gives notice that 
pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, the Company re-
ceived notice from Todd W. Corzine, executor of the estate of Thomas 
O. Corzine, stating that Santa Maria Reservoir Company stock certifi-
cate No. 3968 representing 10 shares owned by Thomas O. Corzine 
and Cathy R. Corzine has been lost, mislaid, or destroyed, and had 
not been transferred or hypothecated at the time of said notice.  All 
assessments levied by the Santa Maria Reservoir Company against 
such stock certificate have been paid when the Company was first no-
tified that such stock certificate had been lost, mislaid, or destroyed.
Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes § 7-42-114, Todd W. Corzine 
has demanded the issuance of a duplicate share certificate in ac-
cordance with Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 7-42-114 to 7-42-117.
You are hereby notified that on or after February 20, 2024 the Santa 
Maria Reservoir Company will issue a duplicate certificate by cancel-
ling lost stock certificate No. 3968, and issuing a new stock certificate 
in the name of the claimants, their legal representatives or assignees, 
unless a contrary claim is filed with the Santa Maria Reservoir Com-
pany prior to February 20, 2024.
Date: December 13, 2023
No. 3723.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 19, 26, 2023, January 
2, 9, & 16, 2024.

NOTICE
Notice of Request for Bids to Source and Install a Variable Frequency 
Drive (VFD). Subdistrict No. 3 of the Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District is seeking bids to source and install a VFD on a well 
it owns just north of Antonito, CO. Bidders should itemize bids and 
should include the costs to: 1) Source a 3 phase VFD that would ac-
commodate a 200 hp motor, plus all required connections, 2) Repair 
and/or replace all disconnects, as needed, and 3) Install the VFD at 
the well (as opposed to the power source). Bids should also include 
a description of the VFD, the equipment to be used, and the bid-
der’s qualifications. The Subdistrict will be responsible for all costs 
associated with the completed installation of the VFD. The Subdistrict 
reserves the right to accept the bid it deems most accurate for the 
scope of work proposed. To schedule a site visit or to answer fur-
ther questions and/or get more details please contact Angelo Bellah 
at 719-589-6301 or angelo@rgwcd.org. Proposals will be accepted 
through January 15th, 2024, and may be submitted in person or by 
mail to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail 
to angelo@rgwcd.org.
No. 3725.
Published in the Valley Courier on December 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, 
29, 30, 2023, January 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

PRAIRIE DITCH COMPANY SHAREHOLDERS
THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU: That the Annual Meeting of the Share-
holders of the Prairie Ditch Company will be on February 3, 2024 at 
10:00 AM., at the Mosca Community Church Fellowship Hall, located 
in Mosca, Colorado.
The purpose of the Meeting will be to:
1)  Vote on changes to the Bylaws ; Article V, Section 1 to add subsec-
tion (i), Article VII Section 1, Section 9
2)  Set the assessment for 2024.
3)  Nominate and elect two Directors to the Board, the Western Dis-
trict, currently Held by LaVern Hart Jr. and one at Large currently held 
by Clay Mitchell; both are 3-year terms. 
4)  Any Other business that may legally come brought before the 
meeting.  
Enclosed you will find a copy of the changes to Bylaws and your proxy 
form.
The board of Directors urges shareholder that do not expect to at-
tend the Annual Meeting to sign and designate a proxy; YOUR VOTE 
CANNOT BE COUNTED WITHOUT A DESIGNATED PROXY AND IT 
MUST BE SIGNED. Please return to the Prairie Ditch Company, PO, 
BOX 32, Mosca Colorado 81146, by January 29, 2024
PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST, INFORM THE SECRETARY BE-
FORE THE ANNUAL MEETING. WHO IS QUALIFIED TO REPRE-
SENT YOU AND YOUR STOCK, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING (Article 
III Section 4, as per regulations adopted Feb 4, 2018)
Your PROXY WILL NOT BE USED if you later decide to attend the 
Annual Meeting and desire to vote your shares.
Lunch to be provided. 
Given by the order of  
Board of Directors of, The Prairie Ditch Company
No. 3735.
Published in the Valley Courier on January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on January 23rd, 2024, at 6:00 
p.m., at the South Fork Community Building, 254 Highway 149, South 
Fork, Colorado, the Town of South Fork Board of Trustees will hold a 
public hearing on a proposal to seek an increase in the Town’s Sales 
Tax to enable the Town to add additional employees and provide 
funds for capital improvement projects throughout the Town.    
Any person may appear at such hearing and present evidence upon 
any matter to be considered by the Town Board of Trustees,  Any per-
son unable to attend the hearing and wishing to present information 
pertinent to the proposal may do so by email to:  townadministrator@
southfork.org or mail to the address below.
No. 3738.
Published in the Valley Courier on January 5, 6, 9, & 10, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on January 23rd, 2024, at 6:00 
p.m., at the South Fork Community Building, 254 Highway 149, South 
Fork, Colorado, the Town of South Fork Board of Trustees will hold a 
public hearing on a proposal to seek grants and other funds to pursue 
the purchase and development of the property located at 30081 W 
Highway 160, parcel #21-340-00-127, in the Town of South Fork for a 
Town Riverwalk and Park.    
Any person may appear at such hearing and present evidence upon 
any matter to be considered by the Town Board of Trustees,  Any per-
son unable to attend the hearing and wishing to present information 
pertinent to the proposal may do so by email to:  townadministrator@
southfork.org or mail to the address below.
No. 3739.
Published in the Valley Courier on January 5, 6, 9, & 10, 2024.

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(3/15/24-monthlyAS)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds. (AS)

CENTER FOR RE-
STORATIVE PRO-
GRAMS has the fol-
lowing positions open:  
I N T ENSI V E CASE 
MANAGER III (ICM 
III) Responsible for pro-
viding specialized inten-
sive case management/
wraparound services 
to assigned caseload, 
provide support, men-
toring, training to CM 
team around crisis plans, 
challenges, and effec-
tive implementation. At 
least 5 years experience 
providing wraparound 
services, intensive case 
management, advocat-
ing and working with 
adults with substance 
use and/or mental health 
disorders, homeless pop-
ulation, recovery sup-
port, and collaboration 
with community part-
ners and families. Will 
work closely with com-
munity partners such 
as justice system, law 
enforcement, behavioral 
health, medical, hous-
ing, human services, 
schools and workforce 
development. Must be 
willing to travel, work 
some nights and week-
ends. Spanish speak-
ing is a plus. INTEN-
SIVE CASE MAN-
AGER (ICM II) Re-
sponsible for providing 
intensive specialized 
case management/wrap-
around services; work-
ing closely with com-
munity partners such 
as criminal justice sys-
tems, law enforcement, 
behavioral health, med-
ical, housing, human 
services, schools and 
workforce development.  
Ability to work inde-
pendently, needs strong 
organizational/commu-
nication skills, ability 
to establish wraparound 
plans and help navi-
gate systems. Successful 
candidates will have at 
least 3 years relevant 
experience providing 
wraparound services, 
intensive case manage-
ment, advocating and 
working with adults with 
substance use and/or 
mental health disorders, 
homeless population, re-
covery support, and col-
laboration with commu-
nity partners and fami-
lies. Must be willing to 
travel, work some nights 
and weekends. Spanish 
speaking a plus. FOR 
BOTH POSITIONS: 
See webpage for more 
details: restorativepro-
gram.org and Email 
resume & cover letter 
to clarissa@restorative-
programs.org  Positions 
open until filled. CRP 
is an EOE. (1/27/24AS)

TOWN OF CENTER 
is accepting applications 
to fill TWO POSITIONS 
in their UTILITY DE-
PARTMENT. Applicant 
should possess knowl-
edge and skills in all 
aspects of high voltage 
power lines - lineman 
preferred, gas systems, 
water distribution, and 
sanitation. Applicant 
should accept duties 
of construction, repair, 
maintenance, and op-
eration of these systems. 
Applicant must also 
have a valid driver’s 
license and be able to 
operate trucks, backhoe, 
and other equipment 
in the performance of 
these duties. The duties 
also included are heavy 
manual labor and utili-
zation of a large variety 
of hand tools. Some ex-
perience is preferred and 
continued training will 
be provided. Compen-
sation will depend on 
experience. Applicant 
must also have the abil-
ity to interact with cus-
tomers and possess good 
communication skills. 
Applicant must also pass 
a background check and 
pre-employment drug 
testing. The candidate 
will also be subject to 
random drug testing 
upon hiring per CDOT 
regulations. CDL license 
preferable but not re-
quired. The job descrip-
tion and the application 
is on the Towns website, 
townofcenter.colorado.
gov. Please submit your 
application to Town Hall 
or email to jhurtado@
centerco.gov The dead-
line is until positions are 
filled. (1/23/24AS)

4

$24.00
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

MORTUARY

STEPHEN HUNZEKER
Funeral Director • Preneed Counselor • Owner
719-490-8197 • www.mvmortuary.com

email: stephen@mvmortuary.com

$1,995.00

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

DIRECTOR OF VOL-
UNTEER COORDI-
NATION: Local, well-
respected non-prof it 
agency seeking indi-
vidual to recruit, train, 
and place community 
volunteers and service 
groups to assist La Pu-
ente’s diverse programs. 
Addit ional responsi-
bilities: presentations, 
special events, building 
community partnerships, 
management of support 
staff. Self-starter, values 
driven, comfort engaging 
a diversity of people, ad-
ministrative skills. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Salary 
$43k-46k DOE, full ben-
efit package. Start date: 
flexible between Febru-
ary 1-April 1st. Request 
job description; send 
resume/cover letter Em-
ily: hr@lapuente.net, 719 
589-5909, ext238. www.
lapuente.net  (1/24/24AS)

ALAMOSA HOUS -
I N G  A U T H O R -
ITY is seeking a quali-
f ied individual for a 
ful l  t ime MAINTE-
N A N C E  L A B O R -
ER. Minimum of three 
yea rs  of  k nowledge 
in small appliance re-
pair, electrical, plumb-
ing, grounds, common 
hand tools, repair minor 
furnace problems and 
carpentry. Must live in 
Alamosa County and 
be able to be on-call for 
emergency maintenance 
requests. Must also have 
a valid Colorado Driver’s 
License, and must be able 
to pass Colorado Back-
ground Investigation and 
a drug test. We offer 
a full benefit package. 
Wage is determined upon 
experience. Apply at Ala-
mosa Housing Authority, 
213 Murphy Drive. Job 
will close on January 22, 
2024. (1/12/2024AS)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is hiring for a 
STREETS and PARKS 
FIELD SUPERVISOR. 
This position plans and 
supervises the daily 
operation of the City’s 
streets, parks mainte-
nance, and personnel 
assigned to Streets and 
Parks. Coordinates, su-
pervises and performs 
st reet  const r uct ion, 
maintenance and repair. 
Develops and refines 
preventive maintenance 
programs; reviews new 
construction for street 
related capital projects; 
oversees progress of out-
sourced projects; assists 
in the preparation of the 
annual Departmental 
budget and prepares re-
ports. Requires a valid 
Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL), a mini-
mum of five years of 
experience in planning, 
operation and mainte-
nance of streets and util-
ity facilities, including 
three years of super-
visory responsibility 
and relative experience 
working with the public. 
This is an exempt posi-
tion and salary range is 
$60,000 - $65,000 per 
year plus an excellent 
benefit package. Appli-
cant must submit a com-
pleted job application 
and resume to the Hu-
man Resources Office, 
95 W. 1st Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144. Ap-
plications and a full job 
description are available 
at https://cityofmonte-
vista.colorado.gov/ or at 
City Hall. Position will 
remain open until filled, 
first review is January 4, 
2024. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Human Resources at 
jph i l l ips@ci.monte-
vista.co.us. EOE/ADA. 
(1/10/2024AS)

OFFICE MANAGER: 
THE SAN LUIS VAL-
LEY REGIONAL SOL-
ID WASTE AUTHOR-
ITY has an opening for 
OFFICE MANAGER. 
The successful candi-
date must be able to 
work a rotating 6-day 
work schedule to include 
alternating Saturdays.  
Must have a good un-
derstanding and work-
ing knowledge of Quick 
Books and account-
ing principles. Candi-
date must be able to 
multi task, be a quick 
learner and detail ori-
ented. Candidate must 
have strong background 
in Accounts Receivable 
and Accounts Payable 
as well as payroll. The 
salary range for this 
position is $19-25 per 
hour with an attractive 
benefits package. Job 
posting closes on Janu-
ary 12, 2024. Interested 
parties can obtain an 
application and job de-
scription by going to 
https://www.riogrande-
county.org/departments/
business-offices/land-
use or from Rio Grande 
County Land Use Office, 
rgclanduse@riogrande-
county.org  (1/10/24AS)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a MARKET-
ING and COMMUNI-
CATIONS SPECIAL-
IST. FSWB offers com-
petitive compensation, 
generous benefits, & 
career development. Join 
FSWB’s award-winning 
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit 
and small businesses. 
For details and to ap-
ply, visit fswb.bank/
about /careers. EOE. 
(1/12/24AS)

PAINTERS NEEDED. 
IF you’re reliable, hard-
working and willing to 
learn, WE’LL TEACH 
YOU THE TRADE. 
Ca l l  BLU E MOON 
BAY 719-588-1339. 
(1/10/24AS)

TOWN OF CENTER 
is accepting applica-
tions for the position 
of full time COMMU-
NICATIONS OFFI-
CER. Position requires 
High School Diploma 
or equivalent. Individu-
als must have computer 
experience, ability to 
multi task and function 
in a sometimes stress-
ful environment. Bilin-
gual preferred but not 
mandatory. Two-way 
radio and mult i l ine 
telephone experience 
also required. Commu-
nications Officer is a 
benefited position. This 
will position addition-
ally requires shift work. 
Position starts at $15.50 
with an increase after 
successful completion 
of six-month probation. 
Successful candidates 
will be trained in all 
phases relating to the 
communication center. 
Must be 18 years old, 
and be able to pass a 
background, psycho-
logical and drug test. 
You may pick up an 
application a Center 
Town Hall or online 
at:  www.townofcen-
ter.colorado.gov. 294 S. 
Worth St Center, CO 
81125. Applications ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Center Police Dispatch 
Supervisor Jerry Mon-
toya at 719-754-2442. 
(1/10/24AS)
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Classifieds

345 - 

WOOD

410 -

AUCTIONS

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

387 - WANTED 

TO BUY

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

M ELA NZ A NA I S 
NOW hiring for full-
time SEWING MA-
CHINE OPERATORS, 
FABRIC CUTTERS, 
and a SEWING MA-
CHINE MECHANIC 
for our new manufac-
turing facility in AL-
AMOSA. Applicants 
must be skilled with 
hands, have a strong 
work ethic and the abil-
ity to stay focused in 
a busy manufacturing 
environment. Previous 
experience not neces-
sary; manufacturing 
experience is a plus. 
On-the-job training 
provided for the right 
candidates. Positive 
work environment and 
full-time benefits: 4 
day/32 hr work week, 
Paid time off, Medical/
Dental/Vision, Profit 
Sharing, and Employee 
discount. Starting wage 
is $19/hr with potential 
for increase at 4 months 
and 1 year.  Applica-
tions are being accepted 
now through February 
2, 2024. Apply online 
at melanzana.com/jobs. 
(1/24/24AS)

H E A D  H I G H 
SCHOOL eSPORTS 
COACH is  needed 
at DEL NORTE SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. We’re 
looking for a leader to 
develop & maintain our 
new eSports program 
promoting sportsman-
ship and teamwork. Our 
eSports coach will assist 
each student in gaining 
skills and confidence 
while learning game 
rules and strategies; as 
well as CHSAA eSports 
rules. The Coach must 
be professional, orga-
nized, dedicated, and 
well versed in gaming. 
The Coach is respon-
sible for conducting 
practice times after 
academic classes and 
supervising the team at 
school activities. The 
Coach will also train, 
test, and receive our 
small-vehicle certifica-
tion for driving school 
vehicles to gaming 
tournaments. CHSAA 
eSports competition 
games include Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate, 
Mario Kart 8, Rocket 
League, Splatoon 3 on 
Nintendo Switch; Mad-
den NFL & NBA 2K on 
PS4. Please complete 
our coach application 
found on our website, 
urtigers.co please con-
tact Gibbs Sanchez, 
Athletic Director, at: 
gsanchez@urtigers.co 
719-657-4020; or An-
nie Hardy, Principal, 
at: ahardy@urtigers.
co , 719-657-4020 for 
further information. 
(1/23/24AS)

EDUCATION CO-
ORDINATOR: RIO 
G R A N D E  FA R M 
PARK seeks Educa-
tion Coordinator to em-
power the community 
through regenerative 
agriculture. Details at 
www.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/. (1/16/24AS)

HEAD FOOTBALL 
COACH needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. The 
coach’s responsibilities 
include: leading train-
ing sessions, providing 
motivation and advice 
during gameplay, de-
veloping game plans, 
and attending tryouts, 
as well as scheduling 
team meetings. The 
coach should be able 
to identify the indi-
vidual abilities of each 
player and provide 
one-to-one coaching 
wherever required. The 
coach should demon-
strate great love for the 
game of football, and 
be able to foster good 
sportsmanship in your 
players. Outstanding 
candidates are highly 
motivated, committed, 
disciplined, and pa-
tient. We are looking 
for the following abili-
ties in our Coach: ex-
perience as a football 
coach or assistant coach 
at the high school or 
college level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
ef fec t ive  coach ing 
techniques and skills; 
a thorough knowledge 
of the rules, regula-
tions, strategies, and 
techniques of the sport; 
and have the ability to 
establish and maintain 
effective working rela-
tionships with school 
administrators, parents, 
and students. Please 
contact Gilbert “Gibbs” 
Sanchez, Athletic Di-
rector, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co, 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co, 719-657-
4020. (1/16/24AS)

H E A D  VO L L E Y-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL.  We 
are looking for the fol-
lowing abilities in our 
coach:  Experience as a 
volleyball coach or as-
sistant coach at the high 
school or college level 
is preferred. Must pos-
sess: effective coaching 
techniques and skills; 
a thorough knowledge 
of the rules, regula-
tions, and techniques 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school adminis-
trators, parents, and 
students. Please contact 
Gilbert “Gibbs” San-
chez, Athletic Director, 
at: gsanchez@urtigers.
co, 719-657-4020; or 
Annie Hardy, Principal, 
at: ahardy@urtigers.
co, 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications may be found 
on our website; www.
urtigers.co. (1/23/24AS)

M A N A G E M E N T 
A N D  M A I N T E -
NANCE PERSON, or 
TEAM, wanted for a 
12 unit apartment com-
plex in DEL NORTE, 
CO. Duties include but 
not limited to office 
paperwork, cleaning, 
minor plumbing, mi-
nor electrical, drywall 
repair, painting, and 
grounds keeping. Fax or 
email a letter of interest 
and/or resume to 712-
274-1230 or nnieman@
landmarkmanagement.
com  Equal Employ-
ment  Oppor t un it y. 
(1/13/24AS)

DELO S S I N DUS -
TRIES IN ALAMOSA 
is Hiring Full-Time, 
40 Hours Per Week, 
Wages 24 to 40 Dol-
lars Per Hour. Looking 
to hire: EQUIPMENT 
MECHANICS, ME-
CHANICS HELPER, 
WELDERS and MA-
CHINIST. The me-
chanics helper will be 
pared with a mechanic 
in the shop. Primary 
equipment serviced and 
maintained are forklifts 
and materials handling 
related equipment. This 
is a full-time position, 
40 hours per week. Paid 
vacation and sick leave. 
Health insurance may 
be provided. Pay rate 
is 24 to 40 dollars per 
hour, depending on ex-
perience. Tools are pro-
vided. Must have clean 
driving record, CDL is 
a plus. Must pass drug 
test and background 
check. Must have stable 
work history. This is a 
career opportunity with 
a stable company that 
has been in the Valley 
for 36 years. Shop is 
located in Alamosa, 
CO. Call 719-589-3213 
for interview or send 
resume to DelossJohn@
aol.com. (1/13/23AS)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various qual-
ity and pricing. 719-
850-8917. (1/10/24AS-
monthly)

FOR SALE: FAIRLY 
new 25 TON SPEECO 
WOOD SPLITTER, 
p a id  $1, 5 0 0,  a s k-
ing $850 cash only. 
Ca l l  719-588-1183. 
(1/17/24AS)

FIREWOOD: PON-
D E R O S A  P I N E 
$225; White Pine & 
Ponderosa mix $200; 
Engelmann Spr uce 
$200. 719-589-4912. 
(1/10/24AS)

WOOD FOR SALE: 
$175/cord, delivery in 
selected areas may vary 
upon location. 719-850-
0430. (1/9/24AS)

FIR EWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (1/9/24AS)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

TOYOTA TRUCKS 
ONLY: 4x4 from 80’s 
to early 90’s, running 
or not, wrecked ok. 719-
580-8101 call or text. 
(2/10/24)

AUCTION. STOR-
AGE UNITS; 1824 
State Ave #136, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101. Jan-
uary 13, 2024, at 10:00 
AM. (1/13/2024AS)

AUCTION. STOR-
AGE UNITS; 2049 
Mullins Ave, ALA-
MOSA, CO  81101. 
January 20, 2024. #4 at 
10:00 AM, #62 at 11:00 
AM, #181 at 12:00 PM. 
(1/20/2024AS)

AUCTION. STOR-
AGE U N I TS;  131 
Price #22, ALAMOSA, 
CO  81101. January 
13, 2024 at 1:00 PM. 
(1/13/2024AS)

M U LT I P L E  3 5 + 
ACRE TRACTS For 
Sale. The Rio Grande 
Water Conservation 
District is accepting 
sealed bids for tracts 
of land LOCATED AT 
14355 G.5, ANTONI-
TO. The minimum ac-
ceptable bid is $2,000/
acre. Bids must be re-
ceived by U.S. mail 
or hand delivered to 
the RGWCD’s office 
at 8805 Independence 
Way, Alamosa, CO 
81101. Detailed infor-
mation regarding the 
tracts is available for 
review by appointment 
at the RGWCD office or 
by visiting the District’s 
website at www.rgwcd.
org/subdistrict-no-3/
publicbid. The land 
may be inspected with 
District personnel by 
appointment only. Ap-
pointments can be made 
by calling the District 
office at (719) 589-6301 
or by emailing angelo@
rgwcd.org. Bids must be 
received no later than 
4:00 p.m. on January 
31st, 2024. Late bids 
will not be accepted.  
The District reserves 
the right to reject any 
bid in its sole discretion. 
(1/27/2024AS)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

T WO BE DRO OM 
DUPLEX. Double ga-
rage. Rent $1,000/mo 
(first & last) $500 De-
posit. REFERENCES. 
No pets, No smoking, 
No water beds. 2630 
Cla rk,  ALAMOSA. 
Ca l l  719-588-3431. 
(1/16/24AS)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: My broth-
er, who I will call “Alan,” 
has cut me off. We each re-
ceived 50% of our mother’s 
estate, as specified by 
her will. Our respective 
inheritances amounted 
to a considerable amount 
of money. Alan thinks I 
stole $8,000 from him. 
This is both untrue and 
impossible. 

 Alan spoke with the 
only remaining relative of 
our generation, our cousin 
“Jay,” who subsequently 
contacted me and told me 
Alan will never speak to 
me again. This is terribly 
painful. 

 Alan has been using 
medical marijuana to 
deal with back pain, and 
his habit has taken over 
his life. I believe it has 
distorted his mind. He’s 
also living with a woman 
I believe is his enabler. 

 I have my theories as 
to what is actually going 
on, but I have no proof to 
back up my suspicions. 
What would you advise 
in this situation? Is it re-
deemable? I miss the close 
relationship we once en-
joyed, but I can’t compete 
with the drugs. -- DISIL-
LUSIONED IN OHIO

 DE A R  DI S I L LU -
SIONED: I find it pecu-
liar that cousin Jay was 
the person who delivered 

that message to you, rather 
than Alan, which would 
have provided an oppor-
tunity to defend yourself. 
Have you actually tried 
to contact your brother 
and been rebuffed? If you 
have done so, and have re-
ally been accused of grand 
theft, consider defending 
your reputation with the 
help of an attorney and 
accept that your brother 
chooses to remain es-
tranged from you.

 DEAR ABBY: I am a 
single man in good health. 
I’m intelligent, friendly, 
funny and have been 
told by more than one 
woman that I don’t look 
my age. But I do have one 
exasperating personality 
trait. I can’t tell whether 
a woman is just friendly or 
romantically interested in 
me. I have no clue. None. 

 I met a very attractive 
single woman, relatively 
close to my age, a couple 
years ago. Over time, she 
has seemingly become 
more enthusiastic about 
saying hello to me when 
I visit her workplace to 
deliver items every week. 
She always smiles when 
we speak to each other. 
Conversations have gone 
from short and clipped to 
longer and more personal. 
I like her very much. 

 How can I tell if a 

mature woman is flirting 
with me or just being per-
sonable? She often works 
small compliments about 
me into our conversations. 
I want to ask her straight 
out if she is flirting, but 
if she says no, I’d be very 
embarrassed. I need your 
good advice. -- CLUE-
LESS IN MICHIGAN

 DEAR CLUELESS: 
If the woman didn’t like 
you, she would keep those 
conversations short and 
strictly business. Do not 
ask her if she is flirting. 
DO ask if she’d like to have 
lunch sometime because 
your conversations are 
always too short. If she 
says yes, you will know 
your interest in her is 
reciprocated.

Brother chooses to cut off 

contact after mother’s death


