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Freddy Smith to be 
memorialized in Unionville

HOW TO HELP

Looking 
for the 
‘strong 
middle 
class’

See SMITH, 8A

Those who grew up around Unionville 
are certain to remember a man by the name 
of Ronald Frederick Smith, better known to 
the community simply as “Freddy.” Those 
who perhaps never met him, will likely 
think of him as a bridge on Unionville-Dea-
son Road is about to permanently have his 
name on it.

Bedford County Board of Commissioners 
approved a petition Tuesday to name the 
bridge in honor of Freddy Smith, who lived 
his whole life in Bedford County.

According to Bedford County Commis-
sioner Tony Smith, who brought the pe-
tition before the board, this man simply 
known as “Freddy” was the one who salted 
that specific Unionville bridge during in-
clement weather.

He’s the one, Commissioner Smith said, 
who helped the elderly in the community. 
He lived his whole life in the community 
with Freddy.

He told fellow Commissioners how at 19, 
Freddy was drafted into the military.  He 
reportedly served his time, spent one year 

overseas and held an honorable discharge 
by age 25. 

By profession, Freddy Smith served as 
rural mail carrier out of Bell Buckle Post 
Office for 33 years. Commissioner Smith 
said what he did for others, along his route, 
was remarkable.

“This individual stopped everyday to 
check on these individuals. He would go get 
groceries . . . medicines for these people.”

The Commissioner said he remembers 
him taking a chain saw and cutting wood 

for the elderly. When he finished cutting 
the wood, he would stack it on their porch. 
“He would not take a penny,” Commis-
sioner Smith explained. “It was out of the 
goodness of his heart.”

He told how Freddy Smith kept the whole 
neighborhood’s vehicles and tractors run-
ning, because he was also a very gifted 
mechanic.

With emotion, Commissioner Smith 

Commissioners 
approve bridge 
petition

Now in the first year of his second 
term, Mayor Chad Graham said, “We 
have the haves and the have nots. 
My view, and belief all along, is if we 
bring the strong middle class back to 
Bedford, then in fact we lift the entire 
system up.” 

He added, “We help those that are 
struggling . . . balance some that have 
more. And that’s how we make Bed-
ford better.”

He mentioned newer industry, like 
Duksan Electera, which is planned to 
open next year here and estimated to 
bring in over 100 new jobs. 

But Graham advised that new in-
dustry, as the core of local employ-
ment, is not as strong as it was de-
cades ago.

“The days of industry being the core 
basis of work in places, like Tennes-
see, are quickly evaporating,” the 
mayor advised. “People don’t want to 
work those jobs.”

He believes hybrid/remote jobs, 
i.e., people working from home and or 
office, is the way of the future. 

He feels strongly that good con-
nectivity, like Broadband, is must 
investment for this area, based on the 
types of jobs people say they want.

Graham said potential new resi-
dents will not invest in a half mil-
lion-dollar home in a County that 
still allows students to study from 
portable buildings. As well as good 
schools and strong connectivity, the 
County should also provide good din-
ing choices, according to Graham.

“All roads lead back to the strong 

On Dec. 9, several tornadoes 
tore through the Tennessee Region 
leaving behind destruction and 
communities crumbled by the EF2 
and EF3 tornadoes. The Ameri-
can Red Cross volunteers and staff 
jumped into action to respond. By 
that night, three Red Cross man-
aged shelters were set up and ready 
to take in those residents who had 
suffered great loss from the storm.

“The American Red Cross Ten-
nessee Region is deeply saddened 
by the loss of life and incredible 
devastation in Tennessee after the 
weekend’s deadly tornadoes. Our 
hearts go out to all those affected 
by this disaster,” a spokesperson 
said over the weekend.

Red Cross disaster workers are 
on the ground in Tennessee pro-

viding comfort and support to peo-
ple working closely with our part-
ners and local officials to provide 
crucial assistance such as shelter, 
food and relief supplies to those 
in need.

The Red Cross responded imme-
diately. Trained disaster volunteers 
opened shelters and are support-
ing other shelters with community 
partners. Damage assessment has 
begun as people begin the long 
road to recovery.

Those affected can find open 
shelters on redcross.org, on the 
free Red Cross Emergency app 
or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
(800-733-2767) and selecting the 

EF3 rocks north Nashville over weekend
Bedford County unscathed 
by tornadoes

In response to the devastating tornadoes that struck the region 
on Dec. 9, 2023, Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee 
(CFMT) and United Way of Greater Nashville have activated their 
emergency relief funds. 

This partnership is a concerted effort to aid those affected by 
the disaster.  

In collaboration with the Metropolitan Government of Nash-
ville and Davidson County and its Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, the United Way and CFMT are jointly supporting Davidson 
County disaster relief effort through the Nashville Response Fund 
housed at the United Way. This fund aims to gather vital resources 
to assist in the immediate and ongoing recovery of survivors in 
the local community. 

“United Way of Greater Nashville is heartbroken for our neigh-
bors who were affected by the tornados that devastated many 

A bit of local 
‘storm’ history

Historical records of Shelbyville 
note that a tornado on May 31,1830, 
killed five Shelbyville people. The 
town was reportedly “demolished” 
by this storm, which history notes 
came like a thief in the night.

Witnesses at the time said busi-
nesses and homes were leveled. 

Killed in the storm was James 
Newton, editor of the Western In-
telligencer, which at that time was 
the town’s only paper.

Back in 1825, James and Alex-

Area Organizations Mobilize 
for Tornado Recovery

Shelbyville 
had its day 
in 1830

Martha Akers is always doing some-
thing to help others. A free Christmas 
dinner will be served at Emmy’s Restau-
rant from 2 to 5 p.m. Dec. 25 at 764 N. 
Main St. Dine in or take out by calling 
931-488-7840. See Santa pictures inside 
from last weekend.

Bedford County Board of Commis-
sioners approved Tuesday for Fredia 
Lusk to continue to serve as chair of 
Bedford County Opioid Committee.

This committee was mandated as 
Bedford County has received funds 
as part of a national settlement. Those 
funds are restricted in use.

Lusk has served for several years as 
executive director of the local Com-
munity Clinic.

Budget amendment No. 2
Regarding “Budget Amendment No. 

2, submitted by Bedford County Board 
of  Education, Commissioner Diane 
Neeley said she noticed funds were 

being moved around in capital outlay.
“If it is permissible, can Robert tell 

us . . . I noticed $425,000 being taken 
from furniture and fixtures, dispersed 
to land and building construction.  I 
was just curious as to know what that 
was.”

Robert Daniel, who serves as Bed-
ford County finance director, said, 
“They were moving some money to 
take an optional property next to Cart-
wright Elementary. The other part 
of that is there is a concession stand 
building at Cascade . . . about to fall 

Commission has light agenda 
before Christmas break

See AGENDA, 3A

‘TIS THE 
SEASON

Submitted Photo
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Favorite Fruits

Call 1-833-334-5974 to order item 291X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YH33

Order Item #291X Only $24.99* (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping & handling. 
Satisfaction completely guaranteed. � is gift ships in December at the peak of 

freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2023 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  
AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 14, 2023.

Fruit so fresh, it’s still on the
tree when you order!
Our best-loved citrus and orchard fruits.

•  2 Grove Navels Juicy, tangy-sweet, and seedless: the world’s #1 orange!
•   1 Ruby Red Grapefruit So sweet, they never need sugar.
•  2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines Heavenly sweet and easy to peel. Kids love them!
•  2 Petite Red Navels Gorgeous red � esh with berry undertones.
• 2 Petite Golden Navels Snack-sized versions of the beloved classic.
• 2 Pears Juicy, creamy, and perfectly ripe.
• 2 Orchard Fresh Apples Crispy and fragrant with the sweet taste of fall.

What a gift – our most popular high-quality citrus and orchard fruits in one 
delicious assortment! Handpicked to order so it’s always fresh and perfect.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H4YH33

Picked, packed & shipped
with care from the Grove

High in vitamins & antioxidants

SAVE 34%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Call now and

SAVE 34%!
*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 

Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

STORM From page 1

On Sunday, Samaritan’s Purse deployed disaster response 
specialists to Tennessee and pre-positioned two Disaster 
Relief Units—tractor-trailers stocked with tools and equip-
ment—in the wake of deadly tornadoes that struck multiple 
communities on Saturday. 

The catastrophic storms have killed at least six people 
with search and rescue efforts underway. Many homes have 
been damaged or destroyed and the extent of the mass de-
struction is continuing to be to assessed by local authorities.

Staff with the international Christian relief organization 
are currently enroute to determine the areas of greatest 
need as ongoing reports of the incredible loss of life and 
property continue to highlight the extent of yesterday’s 
powerful storm. Additionally, two disaster relief units are 
being mobilized today to respond as quickly as possible if 
needed.

“Yesterday, communities in Tennessee suffered deadly 
storms that have caused widespread devastation, and tragi-
cally, the loss of at least six people,” said Franklin Graham, 
president of Samaritan’s Purse. “My heart breaks for those 
who are now walking into this Christmas season without 
their loved ones and for the families who must now rebuild 
their lives. I ask that you please join me in praying for them.”

In the coming days, Samaritan’s Purse will continue as-
sessments and is prepared to establish multiple response 
locations if needed. At any given time, the organization 
is equipped and willing to call on an army of volunteers 
from across the country. These volunteers are able to re-
spond in a moment’s notice to serve hurting communities 
by tarping damaged roofs, clearing debris, and reminding 
impacted families that God has not forgotten them during 
tragic times like this. To stay up-to-date on the latest, go 
to SamaritansPurse.org.  

Samaritan’s Purse 
Mobilizes Aid for 
Tornado Victims

Deadly tornadoes and se-
vere weather left significant 
destruction in Tennessee 
over the weekend. As res-
idents begin to focus on 
the recovery process, the 
American Property Casualty 
Insurance Association (AP-
CIA) recommends reaching 
out to your insurer or agent 
as soon as you can safely do 
so to file a claim. Insurers 
can be reached 24-7 through 
their toll-free claims num-
ber or via text, app, or web-
site. 

“The first step to recovery 
after severe weather damag-
es or destroys your property 
is to file a claim with your 
insurer,” said Hilary Segu-
ra, assistant vice president 
of state government rela-
tions and counsel for AP-
CIA. “Most severe weather 
events, like tornadoes, are 
covered under a homeown-

ers, renters, auto, or com-
mercial insurance policy.”  

APCIA’s Tornado Recov-
ery Tips

Secure your property from 
further damage or theft.

Contact your insurance 
agent or company represen-
tative as soon as possible to 
report damage and get your 
claim started.

Make an inventory of what 
was lost or damaged and 
photograph the damage to 
provide to your insurance 
adjuster. Compile receipts, 
descriptions, and photos of 
your home’s contents.

Be aware of unscrupulous 
contractors following a nat-
ural disaster. Contact your 
insurer, agent, or local busi-
ness bureau for references 
on potential contractors and 
ask for certificates of liability 
and workers compensation 
before signing contracts.

If you are a business own-
er, keep detailed records of 
business activity that is neg-
atively affected due to the 
tornado and keep a list of 
extra expenses during the 
interruption. Prepare re-
cords to show the income 
from the business before 
and after the loss.

Many standard home-
owners’ and renters’ policies 
provide reimbursement of 
additional living expenses 
when the property is deter-
mined to be uninhabitable 
due to a covered loss. The 
additional living expense 
provision helps with paying 
for increases to necessary 
living expenses such as tem-
porary housing, restaurant 
meals, overnight parking, 
and laundry services, but 
check to see what your policy 
covers.

Tornado victims should 

anticipate a high volume of 
direct communications from 
third parties seeking to in-
volve themselves with the 
insurance claims and dam-
age repair process. It is im-
portant to carefully consider 
any proposals from contrac-
tors, public adjusters, and 
lawyers offering to help with 
the insurance claim and 
damage repair process.

“Before signing any con-
tracts, call your insurer first 
to report the damage and 
get your claim started. Your 
insurer and agencies like 
Better Business Bureaus can 
help with recommendations 
on repair companies and 
contractors,” added Segura.

APCIA offers resources 
with vital information for 
those impacted by severe 
weather, as well as pre-
paredness tips for those liv-
ing in tornado-prone areas.

RECOVERY IN MOTION TORNADO AFTERMATH

APCIA Offers Essential Tips 
for Tornado-Damaged Tennessee The U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers Nashville District 
announces that the Rock-
land Recreation Area at 
Old Hickory Lake is closed 
until further notice due to 
damage sustained from the 
tornado on Saturday night.

Contact the Nashville Dis-
trict Public Affairs office by 
replying to this email or via 
the contact information be-
low.

Contact: Bill Peoples - 
(615) 736-7161 - chief.pub-
lic-affairs@usace.army.mil

U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, Nashville District 
1 1 0  9 t h  A v e .  S o u t h ; 
N a s h v i l l e ,  T N  3 7 2 0 3 
6 1 5 - 7 3 6 - 7 1 6 1 
We b s i t e :  h t t p://w w w.
l r n . u s a c e . a r m y . m i l 
Facebooks: http://www.
facebook.com/Nashville-
Corps

Rockland Recreation 
Area Closed

disaster option. You can also 
find shelters by following 
your local county and city 
officials on social media or 
by monitoring local news.

You can help people af-
fected by disasters like tor-
nadoes and countless other 
crises by making a gift to 
Red Cross Disaster Relief. 
Financial donations enable 
the Red Cross to prepare for, 
respond to and help people 
recover from disasters big 
and small. Visit redcross.

org, call 800-RED-CROSS, 
or  tex t  t he word R ED -
CROSS to 90999 to make a 
$10 donation. 

The Red Cross is not ac-
cepting donations of food, 
household items or cloth-
ing — as they cannot be dis-
tributed by our teams. Right 
now, financial donations are 
the quickest and best way 
to help those who need it 
most – and give people the 
flexibility to purchase what 
they need.

Much of the area around 
Fort Campbell was affect-
ed. We will support service 
members, veterans and their 
families with requests for 
financial assistance through 
their military aid society or 
with community support 
resources by contacting our 
Hero Care Network online, 
via our website, the Hero 
Care App or by calling 1-877-
272-7337.

POWER OUTAGE SAFE-
TY

As of press time, there 
were more than 14,800 Ten-
nesseans still without pow-
er. If you have lost power due 
to the storms, please follow 
the safety checklist below:

Power  O ut age  Sa fet y 
Checklist (English, Spanish)

For more information on 
the tornadoes, go to red-
cross.org/Tennessee.
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Talking property 
taxes with Mayor 
Chad Graham

THE ISSUEThe Left Is Doubling Down on Its Two 
Tiers Crusade

parts of our community,” said Bri-
an Hassett, chief executive officer 
and president for United Way. “We 
want to help support those impact-
ed however we can. We are working 
closely with our partner agencies 
to provide updated information 
through our 211 Helpline.”   

The 211 Helpline is a 24/7, 365-
day information and referral help 
line that provides individuals in 
need with help in times of crisis 
and beyond.   

Simultaneously, the two orga-
nizations are directing donations 
to recovery efforts in Cheatham, 
Dickson, Montgomery, Robertson, 
and Sumner counties through the 
Tennessee Emergency Response 
Fund housed at CFMT. This fund 
will direct effective and timely as-
sistance to tornado survivors in 
surrounding counties impacted by 
the December 9th storms.   

“Each one of these funds is in-
tentionally designed to ensure that 
assistance will quickly get to those 
who need it the most,” said Hal 
Cato, CEO of Community Founda-
tion of Middle Tennessee. “During 
this holiday season, we will all be 
working hard to ensure that amidst 
the wreckage from Saturday night, 
survivors know there is a commu-
nity ready to lift them up.” 

The funds raised by both organi-
zations will provide critical support 
to nonprofit and faith-based part-
ners actively working to address 
survivors’ needs. These organiza-
tions are amongst the first line of 
support for those experiencing loss 
after a disaster and address urgent 
needs such as financial assistance, 
food and nutrition, temporary 
housing, debris clean-up, and an-
imal sheltering. 

Davidson County residents im-
pacted by the severe weather can 
visit Nashville VOAD’s website 
at www.NashvilleResponds.com or 
dial 211 to self-report needs.  

Information and resources for 
local residents in Cheatham, Dick-
son, Montgomery, Robertson, and 
Sumner counties can be accessed at 
Tennessee VOAD’ website https://
www.tnvoad.org or via Tennessee 
Emergency Management Agency’s 
website at https://www.tn.gov/
tema. 

In this time of crisis, every con-
tribution counts. These non profits 
urge individuals, businesses, and 
organizations to come forward and 
support these relief efforts. Do-
nations will play a crucial role in 
helping these Tennessee communi-
ties recover and rebuild from this 
natural disaster. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
o r  t o  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n : 
D a v i d s o n  C o u n t y:  h t t p s://
p a g e s . d o n a t e l y . c o m / u n i t -
e dway na shv i l le/c amp aign/
t o r n a d o - r e l i e f - r e c o v e r y 
Outside Davidson County: https://
www.cfmt.org/terf 

Your support can make a dif-
ference for those grappling with 
the aftermath of these devastating 
tornadoes. 

A b o u t  C o m m u n i t y  F o u n -
dat ion of  Middle  Te nne ssee 
Community Foundation of Middle 
Tennessee unites compassionate 
individuals and worthy caus-
es while aiming to build a more 
thriving and inclusive community 
by transforming thoughtful gen-
erosity into positive change. Its 
generous donors span the com-
munity and are driven by a shared 
commitment to addressing diverse 

needs.  www.CFMT.org 
About United Way of Greater 

Nashville      
At United Way, we unite the com-

munity and mobilize resources so 
that every child, individual and 
family thrives. Together, we are 
working to create a community 
where every child receives a qual-
ity education, no one lives in pov-
erty or poor health, and the most 
basic needs of our families are met.       

Serving the community for more 
than 100 years, United Way of 
Greater Nashville is also recog-
nized as the founding chapter of 
the Alexis de Tocqueville Society, 
a now global giving society that 
has invested more than $10 bil-
lion in the work of United Ways 
worldwide      

United Way of Greater Nashville 
is creating lasting change through-
out Middle Tennessee. We are 
uniquely positioned to do this work 
by bringing individuals, business-
es, nonprofits and government to 
the table to have the tough conver-
sations, mobilize the resources and 
make the smart investments that 
will create lasting solutions for 
our region’s most pressing issues.      

Service area includes Cheatham, 
Davidson, Dickson, Hickman, 
Houston, Montgomery, Robertson, 
Stewart and Williamson counties.   

Need help? The 211 Helpline is 
a 24/7, 365-day information and 
referral help line that provides in-
dividuals in need with help in times 
of crisis and beyond. Dial 211 or 
visit https://www.unitedwaygrea-
ternashville.org/211-helpline/.   

For more information, visit unit-
edwaygreaternashville.org and 
follow on social media @UWNash-
ville.   

ander Newton began a newspaper 
called Shelbyville Repertory. Al-
exander later went to Mississippi 
and James became sole proprietor 
of his Western Intelligencer. 

Sadly, James Newton would 
not live to write what might have 
been his greatest story about Shel-
byville. This same tornado of 1830 
demolished the county courthouse 

and the newspaper’s equipment.
Shelbyville would reportedly 

be without a newspaper for about 
2 years, following this storm. In 
1832, H.M. Watterson established 
the Western Freeman paper.

It is said this tornado of 1830 “cut 
a swath” across the entire town and 
was about a quarter of a mile long. 
Large churches were destroyed, 

along with businesses, including a 
jewelry store.

Records from the county court-
house were said to have been scat-
tered for miles.

Story written and recorded by 
John Templeton in the Shelbyville 
Times-Gazette’s Sesqui Centennial 
edition of 1969.

Equal justice under the law—
which Thomas Jefferson called the 
“creed of our political faith”—has 
long been the bedrock of our na-
tion’s safety, prosperity, and free-
dom.

But today, we have never been at 
greater risk of losing these bless-
ings as the impartial rule of law 
is giving way to the Left’s two-
tiered system of justice. Its rules 
are simple: If you break the law as 
a Democrat, you’re off the hook. 
If you’re a conservative or dissent 
from the Left’s radical agenda, the 
government will target you for your 
beliefs.

Look no further than how Dem-
ocrats on the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee are undermining 
the Supreme Court. For months, 
Democrats have smeared Justices 
Thomas and Alito with debunked 
allegations of ethics violations. But 
after reports emerged that Jus-
tice Sotomayor used her taxpay-
er-funded staff to pressure univer-
sities to buy her books—which she 
personally profited from—Dem-
ocrats ignored the allegations. In 
fact, last week, they blocked my 
subpoena for information about 
Sotomayor’s alleged misconduct.

It would be bad enough if Sen-
ate Democrats were the only ones 
championing the “Two Tiers” cru-
sade. But under President Biden, 
the agencies most responsible for 
enforcing the rule of law—the Jus-
tice Department and the FBI—are 
leading the charge to abandon it.

Recently, we’ve heard disturb-
ing allegations that the FBI failed 
to investigate sex trafficking al-
legations against Jeffrey Epstein. 
But after I tried to uncover the 
FBI-redacted flight logs from the 
wealthy financier, who donated 
tens of thousands to Democratic 

candidates, Senate Democrats once 
again stonewalled my subpoena. 
FBI Director Wray also informed 
me that he would “get with [his] 
team and figure out if there’s more 
information [they] can provide,” 
but I’m not holding my breath. 
The American people deserve to 
know every name on that list, but 
Democrats are apparently more 
interested in intimidating conser-
vative Justices than standing up 
for the survivors of Epstein’s sex 
trafficking ring.

Evidence also continues to pile 
up that the President was involved 
in his son Hunter’s illicit business 
dealings. According to newly un-
covered bank records, Hunter sent 
monthly payments to his father 
from the same account that he re-
ceived payments from Communist 
China. And new documents dis-
closed by IRS whistleblowers show 
that, as Vice President, Biden used 
alias email accounts to exchange 
hundreds of emails with Hunter 
and his business partner.

These reports are deeply trou-
bling. But when Republicans on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee 
grilled Wray over his agency’s fail-
ure to uncover the Biden family 
business, the FBI Director evaded 

our questions, claiming that “he 
can’t discuss an ongoing investi-
gation.”

It seems that if your last name 
is Biden, the law doesn’t apply 
to you. But if you happen to be a 
conservative, the government will 
stop at nothing to come after you. 
Biden-appointed Special Counsel 
Jack Smith is reportedly investi-
gating millions of Americans for 
simply liking or sharing President 
Trump’s tweets. And a new report 
by the House Oversight Committee 
shows that Biden’s FBI targeted 
Catholic Americans as “potential 
domestic terrorists” and developed 
plans to “infiltrate Catholic church-
es as a form of ‘threat mitigation.’”

Tennesseans know this two-
tiered system of justice is wrong, 
dangerous, and an affront to our 
fundamental values. That’s why 
I’m fighting for accountability and 
pushing the Biden administration 
to stop ignoring actual threats 
to our country. Under President 
Biden, more than 160 suspected 
terrorists were apprehended at 
the southern border in fiscal year 
2023—a number larger than the 
last six years combined. Since 
October, more than 6,000 Chi-
nese nationals, 700 Afghans, and 
dozens of Iranians have also been 
encountered at the border. And 
violent crime continues to rise in 
cities across the country, including 
our nation’s capital, where an FBI 
agent was carjacked last week just 
steps from the Lincoln Memorial.

We can’t afford to ignore these 
threats any longer. I will continue 
to fight to end the Left’s two tiers 
of justice, restore the rule of law, 
and put our nation on a better path.

By Dawn Hankins
Bedford County Mayor Chad Graham said recently that of 

course government needs to be responsible in its spending. 
But he realizes, now that he’s into his second term as mayor, 
that a community also has to be reasonable in funding County 
needs, like education.

What those running for public office choose, as their priority, 
doesn’t make them bad people or wrong, Graham advised. 
“It just makes a difference politically, where you think the 
priorities should be.”

The mayor said when he first took office in 2018, the property 
tax rate here was $2.56, per $100 assessed property value. 
Today, it’s $2.32. 

“So, the tax rate is actually lower,” said Graham. “Our tax 
rate is fair.”Graham advised, “We didn’t raise their property 
taxes; their property value went up.”

Graham said homeowners should look at this process, much 
like their 401(k.) You are always better off, if it is going up.  The 
same is true with your property value.

“If your property value was to go down, or stay the same, we 
won’t be able to operate with the same amount of money next 
year, that we did this year. We are not immune to inflation.”

Decrease in property value would mean higher local property 
taxes. “What’s really devastating to a community is if your 
property value has actually fallen and your property tax rate 
keeps going up.”

He said Bedford can be proud that hasn’t happened here. And 
Bedford County currently is still without a wheel tax, unlike 
other Tennessee counties. Some of those include Rutherford, 
Hamblen (just voted in August to increase wheel tax by $27 per 
vehicle to improve roads,) Montgomery and Shelby counties.

*How to Calculate Your Tax Bill
Property taxes in Tennessee are calculated utilizing these 

components:
1. APPRAISED VALUE The appraised value for each 

taxable property in a county is determined by the county 
property assessor. Counties determine property taxes in Ten-
nessee. That means your rate may vary depending on where 
you live. However, the counties charge property taxes based 
on a percentage of the property’s assessed or appraised value. 

County assessors in your respective county will determine 
the property’s assessed value. Counties reassess property val-
ues every 4-6 years. The county assessor performs an appraisal 
to determine the property’s market value. They then multiply 
the value by the assessment ratio to determine the assessed 
value. In the case of residential property, the assessment ratio 
in Tennessee for residential and farm is 25% of the property’s 
appraised value. That means if they appraise the residential 
property at $200,000, its assessed value, for property tax 
purposes, would be $50,000. 

  
2. ASSESSED VALUE The assessed value is calcu-

lated by multiplying the appraised value by the assessment 
ratio.

4. TAX RATE The tax rate for each county is set 
by the county commission based on the amount of monies 
budgeted to fund the provided services. These tax rates vary 
depending on the level of services provided and the total value 
of the county’s tax base. (TN Comptroller’s Office.)

So, it is easy to see why calculating property tax bills can 
easily become a complicated process for some homeowners. 
But over time, homeowners can easier understand more about 
their tax bills by following the established mathematical steps 
outlined here by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office.

Here’s a tax bill example using Bedford County’s property tax 
rate. A local homeowner with an appraisal value of $100,000 
would be assessed at the state rate of 25 percent or on $25,000 
(per $100 of assessed value.) So, in the mathematical equation, 
this homeowner would multiply 250 x the county tax rate of 
$2.32. In 2023, this homeowner would have a local property 
tax bill of $580.  

down. So, they were wanting to replace that . . . money that is 
coming out of furniture and fixtures. Dr. Garrett told me they 
would use Esser money to replace that.”

“So that’s Esser funds?” Commissioner Neeley asked.
“To make up for the furniture and fixtures,” Daniel ex-

plained. “What’s being moved is not Esser funds. It’s out of 
the general budget.”

Budget Amendment No. 2, as submitted by Bedford County 
Board of Education, was approved.

Esser funds, which were federal funds distributed as relief 
to school systems, by respective state education systems, 
evolved during COVID-19, and generally can only be used for 
new investments and projects by schools that need to bounce 
back from the pandemic.

According to the District Management Group, these funds 
can be used for “virtually any reasonable educational expense.” 
But there are sometimes restrictions or approvals needed by 
local education systems and the state.

Announcements
Mayor Chad Graham announced that County offices will be 

closed Friday, Dec. 22, Monday, Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Dec. 26, 
for Christmas break.
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Tennessee Board of Regents 
approves new policies

The Tennessee Board of 
Regents approved several 
new policies and policy re-
visions and received infor-
mational reports on student 
success initiatives, fund-
raising and other activities 
during its quarterly meeting 
Tuesday. 

The board governs Ten-
nessee’s public community 
and technical colleges. The 
full agenda, executive sum-
mary, all board materials 
and reports, and an archived 
recording of the meeting are 
posted on the TBR website at 
https://www.tbr.edu/board/
december-2023-quarter-
ly-board-meeting.

President Shanna L. Jack-
son of Nashville State Com-
munity College, President 
Laura Travis and newly re-
tired President Arrita Sum-
mers of the Tennessee Col-
lege of Applied Technology 
Dickson, and President Na-
than Garrett of TCAT Nash-
ville -- along with a student 
from each of the three insti-
tutions -- delivered presen-
tations to board members on 
activities on their campuses. 
Each of the three students, 
all nearing graduation, re-
ported on their personal 
journeys and experiences 
and assistance they received 
in pursuing their education.

Dr. Heidi Leming, TBR 
vice chancellor for student 
success, updated the board 
on several of the system’s 13 
high impact practices (HIPs) 
for student success. One of 
the HIPs is the systemwide 
study abroad program, and 
the report included a vid-

eo presentation by students 
and faculty who participated 
in a study abroad program 
this summer in the Alps re-
gion of Europe.

The TBR system oper-
ates its own study abroad 
program through the Ten-
nessee Consortium for In-
ternational Studies, based 
at Pellissippi State Commu-
nity College, and students 
may receive financial assis-
tance to participate in study 
abroad programs. Tennessee 
has one of the nation’s larg-
est community college study 
abroad participation rates, 
and Pellissippi ranks first in 
the nation among communi-
ty colleges for its number of 
students who study abroad.

 The Office of Student Suc-
cess is also scaling up a Com-
prehensive Learner Record 
initiative that enables stu-
dents to list a much broader 
range of accomplishments 
than in traditional tran-
scripts of grades and degrees 
earned, including partici-
pation in internships, cer-
tificates earned and other 
activities, for presentation 
to potential employers.

 The Board of Regents also 
approved new technical pro-
gram implementations, in-
cluding a computer informa-
tion technology program at 
TCAT Memphis, a pre-prac-
tical nursing program for 
high school dual enrollment 
students at TCAT Crossville, 
a millwright skills program 
at TCAT Chattanooga, and 
off-road diesel technology 
and a patient care technol-
ogy/medical assisting pro-

grams at TCAT Elizabeth-
ton.

 In other action, the board 
approved revised institu-
tional budgets, faculty emer-
itus designations, faculty 
promotions, and compen-
sation plans at three com-
munity colleges.

 Board members also ap-
proved resolutions honoring 
recently retired Presidents 
Laura Monks of TCAT Shel-
byville and Arrita Summers 
of TCAT Dickson, TCAT 
Chattanooga Vice President 
James Barrott, TBR Vice 
Chancellor for Organiza-
tional Effectiveness Wen-
dy Thompson, and former 
Regent Weston Wamp, now 
mayor of Hamilton County.

The board also approved a 
memorial resolution honor-
ing the late Volunteer State 
President Dr. Orinthia Mon-
tague, who passed away in 
September. Her husband, 
Michael McGhee, accepted 
the resolution and brief ly 
addressed the board.

 The board approved sev-
eral new and revised policy 
proposals revolving around 
advertising, branding, mar-
keting and communications, 
publications, social media, 
web publishing, mass com-
munications, internal audit, 
and academic retention and 
readmission to colleges of 
applied technology. 

The Tennessee Board of 
Regents governs The Col-
lege System of Tennessee – 
the state’s public community 
colleges, colleges of applied 
technology and the online 
TN eCampus.

The presidential field is 
set in Tennessee for the 
March 5, 2024, Super Tues-
day Presidential Preference 
Primary and County Prima-
ry Election following today’s 
noon withdrawal deadline. 
On Super Tuesday, 15 other 
states will join Tennessee in 
helping decide each party’s 
presidential nominee.

The following candidates 
will be on Tennessee’s March 
5, 2024, ballot:

Republican Primary Bal-
lot:

Ryan Binkley
Chris Christie
Ron DeSantis

Nikki Haley
Asa Hutchinson
Vivek Ramaswamy
David Stuckenberg
Donald J. Trump
Democratic Primary Bal-

lot: 
Joseph R. Biden
Republican candidate 

Doug Burgum withdrew 
from the ballot after sus-
pending his  c ampaign. 
Democratic candidate Dean 
Phillips did not satisfy the 
requirements to gain bal-
lot access via the petition 
process.

“We are expecting strong 
voter turnout for the pres-

idential election cycle next 
year,” said Secretary Har-
gett. “I encourage all Ten-
nesseans who need to reg-
ister to vote or update their 
voter registration address do 
so now by using our conve-
nient online voter registra-
tion system at GoVoteTN.
gov.”

Early voting for the March 
5, 2024, Super Tuesday Pres-
idential Preference Primary 
and County Primary Elec-
tion starts Wednesday, Feb. 
14, 2024, and runs Monday 
to Saturday until Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, 2024.

Swift action by the Ten-
nessee Department of Agri-
culture’s Agricultural Crime 
Unit (ACU) resulted in the 
recovery of stolen cattle 
worth thousands of dol-
lars. Three suspects, Gary 
James Hill from Sweetwa-
ter, Tenn. and Thomas De-
wayne Pressley and Don-
na Ann Vaughn, both from 
Athens, Tenn., were taken 
to the McMinn County jail, 
each facing felony charges of 
theft over $6,000.

The theft occurred in En-
glewood in McMinn County, 
Tenn. during the early morn-
ing of Dec. 3. Quick investi-
gative work led ACU Special 
Agent Clint Brookshire 130 
miles west to Lincoln Coun-

ty. There he identified five 
cattle recently purchased by 
a citizen through a private 
Craigslist transaction as the 
stolen property. Pressley 
and Vaughn were tracked 
down in Sweetwater on Dec. 
6. and arrested, followed by 
Hill on Dec. 7 who was locat-
ed in Athens.

The cattle were recovered 
and returned, and ACU 
recovered a portion of the 
money from the fraudulent 
sale for the buyer. The buyer 
is not believed to be involved 
in the theft. The McMinn 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment and Sweetwater and 
Athens Police Departments 
partnered with ACU in the 
investigation.

The Agricultural Crime 
Unit is a vital component of 
the Tennessee Department 
of Agriculture’s mission to 
serve, support, and promote 
agriculture and forestry in 
the state. ACU law enforce-
ment officers are charged 
with investigating and en-
forcing state laws related to 
the agriculture communi-
ty. To accomplish this work 
they collaborate with local, 
state, and federal law en-
forcement agencies.

Since July 1, 2023, ACU 
has investigated 271 cases 
and offenses statewide.

To  c ont a c t  AC U  c a l l 
844-AG-CRIME (844-242-
7463) or email agriculture.
crime@tn.gov.

Three suspects 
arrested in cattle theft

2024 Super Tuesday Ballot Finalized
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middle class returning to 
Bedford,” said Graham-a 
product himself of this 
County, growing up here in 
a blue-collar family. “In my 
opinion, we can’t do it with 
just the poor and the rich.”

A necessity: improving 
education

Graham said he’s certainly 
not for frivolous spending 
in government but he does 
bel ieve that 
education in-
vestment can 
only be good 
for the future. 
A former Bed-
ford Count y 
School Board 
member, Gra-
ham ran on an 
education platform. 

That hasn’t changed for 
Graham, who raised 2 chil-
dren within this education 
system. If anything, he’s 
even more proactive, he said, 
about trying to improve the 
local education system.

Adding school resource 
officers

Graham advised that be-
fore the Covington School 
tragedy in Nashville last 
March, there were already 
discussions, here, about 
making necessary financial 
commitments for all schools 
to have school resource offi-
cers (SROs.) Several schools 
have been without on-site 
law enforcement security.

T he  m ayor  s a id  t h at 
during budget discussions, 
some Commissioners went 
the route of possibly pass-
ing a wheel tax to fund the 
program while some leaned 
toward a possible increase in 
local property taxes. 

It was no doubt going 
to cost the County a lot of 
money to create safe schools. 
Graham said in fact, that 
initiative was going to cost 
the County about $800,000. 
Following the Covington 
event, the state stepped up 
and made some changes. 

Graham said as horrible 
as the Covington incident 
was, it did put the state on a 

footing to decide to step up 
and further invest in school 
safety. 

L a w m a k e r s  a p -
proved $230 million in new 
funding for school safety 
measures in the weeks fol-
lowing the Covenant shoot-
ing, including money to sup-
port an SRO in every public 
school in the state.

The mayor put that into 
perspective for this com-
munity, noting this Coun-
ty went from a situation of 
needing $800,000 to build 
up its SRO program (about 
16 cents) to the state infus-
ing about $1 million, be-
cause each SRO was valued 
at $75,000. Most of all, it 
increased safety for students 
and school educators by 
having proper law enforce-
ment on site.

“It actually flipped the ab-
solute we were staring down, 
potentially to have to raise 
taxes,” Graham said.

He said initial talks of 
having to fund the SROs, 
potentially with a proper-
ty tax increase, naturally 
caused much discussion. 
Graham was working with a 
team that included Bedford 
County Sheriff Austin Swing 
(SROs are employed by the 
sheriff ’s department) and 
Tammy Garrett, director of 
Bedford County Schools.

“ .  .  .  t h e 
team working 
with me was 
committed to 
invest ing in 
this commu-
nit y  for  t he 
future.”

 G r a h a m 
said portable 

classrooms date the system 
as 20 years behind. He said it 
is a fact that Bedford County 
continues to grow, adding 
about 1,000 people per year. 
(Population of 50,000 the 
last Census.)

“We’re not going back-
ward in population; we’re 
going forward,” advised the 
mayor.

He realizes some constitu-
ents want a more conserva-
tive government, that is, one 
which spends very little. He 
said investments, however, 
must be made toward some 
of the challenges facing Bed-
ford County.

“I’m not for spending 
money we don’t have, tax-
ing people to death,” said 
Graham, “but we have an 
obligation to provide a ser-
vice to a community, if we’re 
going to be a government.”

MIDDLE CLASS From page 1

Elementary, middle and 
high school district teachers 
of the year recognized

(Shelby v i l le ,  T N) On 
December 1, 2023, Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. 
Tammy Garrett surprised 
three teachers with news 
they are the 2023-24 dis-
trict teachers of the year at 
their current schools. Bed-
ford County Schools (BCS) 
celebrates the remarkable 
achievements and dedica-
tion of these three educa-
tors: Katie Cobb, East Side 
Elementary School; Sheila 
Phillips, Cascade Middle 
School; and Wendy Wil-
liams, Cascade High School.

This prestigious honor ac-
knowledges educators who 
have demonstrated commit-
ment and passion in shaping 
the minds of BCS students. 
The decisions were made 
after being chosen for their 
school’s teacher of the year, 
and they then underwent 
a formal interview process 
with a selection committee 
formed by district leaders.

English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) Teacher Katie 
Cobb of East Side Elemen-
tary School has been named 
BCS Elementar y School 
Teacher of the Year. Cobb 
has a bachelor’s degree from 
Trevecca in management 
and human relations with 
a master’s degree in curric-
ulum and instruction from 
Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity. She has been teach-
ing ESL at East Side Elemen-
tary School for seven years.

“I am of the belief that all 
students should have the 
foundational skills to be 
equipped to have the oppor-
tunity to choose their career 
goals. Providing those foun-
dational educational skills is 
critical to student success,” 
says Cobb.

The selection commit-
tee recognizes her dedica-
tion and prioritization for 
the needs of the children, 
including her devotion to 
ensuring that her students’ 
cultural background is at the 
forefront of learning.

“Mrs. Cobb continually 
helps students look forward 
to the future by realizing 
their own personal possi-
bilities through education,” 

says elementary school se-
lection committee member 
Lee Ann Butts.

Sixth-grade Teacher Shei-
la Phillips of Cascade Middle 
School has been named BCS 
Middle School Teacher of the 
Year. Phillips has a bache-
lor’s degree in education and 
a masters in curriculum and

instruction, both from 
Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity. She is currently in 
her 25th year of teaching, 
and the entirety of her ca-
reer has been with Bedford 
County Schools.

When asked how she mea-
sures success in her class-
room, Phillips says, “I mea-
sure student success through 
both formative and summa-
tive assessments, and I use 
these results to drive my 
instruction. My goals are 
to recognize and determine 
students’ strengths and ar-
eas of improvement while 
also identifying common 
misconceptions and gaps. 
After identifying them, I 
address those areas again 
through differentiated in-
struction, individualized 
discussions and activities to 
meet their needs to become 
successful.”

The selection commit-
tee honors her outstanding 
commitment to BCS and her 
abundance of knowledge in 
the education system.

“The committee was im-
pressed with Mrs. Phillips’ 
work toward helping stu-
dents see the possibilities 
for their futures. She has 
collaborated with career ex-
ploration teachers as well as 
members of the community 
to provide opportunities for 
students to understand how 
their interests and talents 
can lead them to successful 
careers. Her evident passion 
for education, and over-
whelming dedication to the 
betterment of student lives 
overall, caused the commit-
tee to proudly choose Sheila 
as Bedford County’s Middle 
School Teacher of the Year,” 
says middle school selection 
committee member Sandy 
Powell.

Finally, Teaching as a 
Profession Teacher Wendy 
Williams of Cascade High 
School has been named the 

High School Teacher of the 
Year. Williams has a bach-
elor’s degree in early child-
hood education from Middle 
Tennessee State Universi-
ty with an endorsement in 
family and consumer scienc-
es. She also holds a master’s 
degree in educational lead-
ership from Arkansas State 
University. She has been 
teaching for 19 years at BCS 
with her first 12 years teach-
ing in elementary school be-
fore moving to high school.

“As a CTE teacher, I firm-
ly believe that all students 
bring value to the classroom. 
Each student possesses 
unique talents, abilities and 
experiences that contribute 
to the overall learning envi-
ronment. My philosophy of 
teaching begins with foster-
ing a supportive atmosphere 
where students feel encour-
aged and guided, while set-
ting the expectation that 
they will take ownership 
of their learning... Through 
project-based assignments, 
hands-on experiences and 
real-world applications, I 
strive to create a learning 
environment that promotes 
cr it ical thinking, prob-
lem-solving and creativity,” 
says Williams.

The selection committee 
recognizes her educational 
experience for her students 
that transcends the tradi-
tional classroom by pro-
viding opportunities that 
highlight the importance 
of community relationships 
and giving back.

“Mrs. Williams’ students 
work very closely with the el-
ementary schools in a men-
toring capacity, volunteer-
ing at the community soup 
kitchen, food distribution 
with Second Harvest and 
raising funds in conjunction 
with the local rotary club 
to eradicate Polio, just to 
name a few,” says selection 
committee member Rebecca 
Tidwell.

The next step for these 
educators is the regional 
level, where the Tennessee 
Department of Education 
will recognize and honor 
outstanding teachers in Ten-
nessee. This process will be-
gin in the new year.

Bedford County Schools 
Honor Outstanding 
Educators

East Side Elementary School ESL Teacher Katie Cobb (left), Cascade Middle School Sixth Grade 
Teacher Sheila Phillips (middle) and Cascade High School Teaching as a Profession Teacher 
Wendy Williams (right) are Bedford County Schools’ District Teachers of the Year.

‘All roads lead back to the strong mid-
dle class returning to Bedford.’
- Chad Graham, Bedford Co. Mayor

Shelbyville City Hall will 
be closed on Monday, Dec. 
25 and Tuesday Dec. 26, in 
observation of the Christ-
mas holidays. Public Works 
will be closed on Thursday, 
Dec. 21 in observance of 
Christmas Eve. Thursday’s 
trash will be picked up on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, with 
Wednesday’s regular route.

Public Works will also be 

closed on Monday, Dec.25 
in observance of Christmas 
Day. Monday’s trash will be 
picked up on Tuesday, Dec. 
26, with Tuesday’s regular 
route.

New Years
C i t y  o f f i c e s ,  i nc lud -

ing Public Works, will be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 1, 
in observance of New Year’s 
Day. Monday’s trash will be 

picked up on Tuesday, Jan. 
2, with Tuesday’s regular 
route.

Please be advised, per 
the Residential Solid Waste 
Rules of the Shelby ville 
Public Works Department, 
trash must be curbside no 
later than 6:00 a.m., on the 
scheduled day of collection.

Highway Dept.: December 
14th is the last day for them 
to work and Highway will be 
back on Jan. 2.

Center Closures: Friday, 
Dec. 22, Saturday, Dec. 23, 
and Monday, Dec. 25.

The Centers will reopen 
on Tuesday, Dec. 26, on reg-

ular schedule with Tollgate, 
El Bethel, and Unionville 
the only centers open. All 
other centers will reopen on 
Wednesday, Dec. 27 on reg-
ular schedule.

New Years Holiday Sched-
ule: All Centers will be closed 
on Saturday, 

Dec.  30 and Monday, 
Jan.1.

The Centers will reopen on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2, with Toll-
gate, El Bethel, and Union-
ville the only centers open. 
All other centers will be 
open on Wednesday, Jan. 3, 
on regular schedule.

City Christmas closings 

County Highway  Dept. 
Closings 
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Breakfast with Santa was held last weekend at Emmy’s Restaurant. Old St. Nick was there to greet the kids and have 
some pancakes too.

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(CPI-U) in the South region witnessed a decline of 0.2 per-
cent in November 2023, primarily driven by a decrease in 
the gasoline index. This data, reported by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, is not seasonally adjusted and reflects sea-
sonal influences.

Yearly Overview:

The CPI-U in the South region increased by 3.4 percent 
over the 12 months ending in November, slightly down from 
the 3.7 percent increase in the 12-month period ending in 
October.

The index for all items, excluding food and energy, rose by 
4.4 percent over the past year.

The food index went up by 3.2 percent, while the energy 
index dropped by 5.6 percent over the last 12 months.

Food and Energy Highlights:

In November, the food index remained unchanged, with 
the food away from home index increasing by 0.6 percent 
and the food at home index declining by 0.3 percent.

Notably, the energy index fell by 3.9 percent, led by a 
7.3-percent decrease in the gasoline index. Electricity de-
clined by 1.0 percent, but natural gas rose by 2.1 percent.

Other Key Sectors:

The index for all items less food and energy increased by 
0.2 percent in November, with shelter costs rising notably 
(owners’ equivalent rent by 0.4 percent and rent of primary 
residence by 0.5 percent).

Used cars and trucks, and medical care indexes also saw 
increases.

However, there were declines in apparel, household fur-
nishings, operations, and new vehicles.

Geographic Division Trends:

In November, the all-items index fell in the East South 
Central division by 0.3 percent and by 0.1 percent in both 
the South Atlantic and West South Central divisions.

Over the year, the all-items index increased by 4.0 percent 
in the East South Central division, 3.4 percent in the South 
Atlantic division, and 3.2 percent in the West South Central 
division.

Looking Forward:
The next Consumer Price Index report for December 2023 

is scheduled for release on January 11, 2024. These CPI fig-
ures are critical for understanding regional economic trends, 
affecting both consumer spending and policy-making deci-
sions. As the South region copes with changing economic 
conditions, these indices provide valuable insights into the 
fluctuating cost of living and consumption patterns.

FIRST TUFF COST 
SHARE RECIPIENTS 
ANNOUNCED

NASHVILLE – New 
cost share funding will 
increase production for a g -
ricultural and forestry small 
businesses and meet nu- t r i -
tional needs of commu- nities 
located in disadvan- taged 
areas in Tennessee’s ur- b a n 
areas.

The Tennessee De-
partment of Agricul- t u r e 
(TDA) is announcing the f i r s t 
round of recipients for t h e 
Tennessee Urban Farm a n d 
Forestry (TUFF) cost share 
program.

“This new cost share 
program improves not only businesses, but the overall health of citizens who live in areas 
targeted with TUFF funds,” Agriculture Commissioner Charlie Hatcher, D.V.M. said. “We 
are committed to supporting Tennessee’s economy and ensuring the responsible steward-
ship of funds allocated to support our farm and forest families.”

TDA received 15 applications and funding requests exceeded $1.64 million. TUFF is 
made possible by the State of Tennessee’s American Rescue Plan funding through the 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund.

Applications were scored independently by three TDA staff members and reevaluated 

SMITH From page 1

added, “If there was ever a 
road in Bedford County that 
needed to be named for an 
individual, it’s the one on 
Unionville-Deason Road, 
at the end of his driveway, 
where he lived for about 50 
years.”

Freddy Smith passed at 
the age of 74 on August 2, 
2021, at Maury County Re-
gional Hospital after an ex-
tended illness.

A native of Bell Buckle, 
Freddy was born on Jan 28, 

1947, to the late Walter Lee 
and Nora Kathleen Jones 
Smith and was preceded in 
death by: brother, Kenneth 
Smith; and sister, Kathy 
Collins.

He was a graduate of Com-
munity High School class of 
1965. In addition to working 
at the Post Office, he also 
drove transport for Nissan 
part-time.

He was a faithful mem-
ber of Hickory Hill Unit-
ed Methodist Church, and 

was a lifelong coon hunter, 
participating in many PKC 
events.

He is survived by: loving 
wife of 31 years, Peggy Ma-
rie Tucker Smith; children, 
Emily (Eric) Anderton, Ron 
F. Smith, both of Bell Buckle, 
Tim (Stephanie) Bedding-
field of Lynchburg, Michael 
Beddingfield of Shelbyville, 
and John Beddingfield of 
Lawrenceburg; honorary 
daughter, Kirstie Adams 
of Chapel Hill; grandchil-

dren, Robin Gordon, Brett 
Bell, Denton Bell, Madisyn 
Smith, Issac, Brady, Zoe, 
and Susannah Beddingfield; 
great grandchildren, Xay-
lie & Lizzie Gordon, Zoey 
& Lowry Bell; brothers, 
Wendell (Betty) Smith, Sr., 
Walter Lee (Pam) Smith, Jr., 
and Gerald (Debra) Smith 
all of Bell Buckle; along with 
many nieces and nephews.

Freddy was bur ied at 
Jones-Haynes Cemetery in 
Bedford County.

Joe T. Reed Jr. 
Joe T. Reed Jr., age 82, 

of Shelbyville, died Decem-
ber 7, 2023 at Saint Thomas 
Rutherford Hospital.  Fu-
neral Services were held 
2:00 P.M. Sunday, Decem-
ber 10, at Hillcrest Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Bobby 
McGee officiating.

Burial followed at Hill-
crest Memorial Gardens.  

He was a native of Bed-
ford County; a retired 
pressman for the Shel-
byville Times-Gazette af-
ter 52 years; a member of 
Shelbyville Mills Baptist 
Church; a Mason, Scottish 
Rites and Shriner.

Joe was preceded in death 
by his parents, Joe T. Reed 
Sr. and Mary Frances Hunt-
er Reed and a brother, Rog-
er Reed.

He is survived by his 
wife of 43 years, Donna Fay 
Pylant Reed. 

Amanda (Mandy) Blain 
Jean

Amanda, (Mandy) Blain 
Jean, age 30, died peaceful-
ly at her home after a brief 
illness.

Mandy was the daughter 
of Carol Blain Jean of Shel-
byville and Randall Jean 
(Twila Williams) of Lewis-
burg.

Mandy was preceded in 
death by her grandparents, 
the Rev. Frank and Lola 
Blain, Wayne and Vivian 
Jean.

She is survived by her 
brother, Daniel (Rachel) 
Jean of Lewisburg and sis-
ter, Laura Lynn Jean of 
Nashville, niece Abby Jean, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
special friend Josh Clanton.

Mandy was a member of 
the most loving and giving 
church, Shelbyville First 
United Methodist Church.

Funeral services will be 
held 1:00 p.m. Thursday, 
December 14, 2023 at First 
United Methodist Church 
with Brother Jimmy West 
and Pastor Abe Zimmer-
man officiating. Burial will 
follow at Hillcrest Memorial 
Gardens.

Visitation will be held pri-
or to funeral service begin-
ning at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, 
at First United Methodist 
Church.

Donations can be made 
to Shelbyville First United 
Methodist Church or Family 
Support Program through 
the Child Development Cen-
ter.

LOWERY JEWELERS OPEN HOUSE
Lowery Jewelers, 768 North Main St., recently held its annual Christmas Open House. Making their Christmas wish 

lists were, from left, Linda Gilmore, Liz Deason and Mary Grace Phillips.

Obituaries

Consumer Price Index 
in South Region: 
November 2023 Update
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The Bedford County 
Historical Society held 
its winter quarter meet-
ing on December 4, 
2023, in the Fellowship 
Hall of the First United 
Methodist Church on 
the Square in Shelbyville 
with approximately 75 
guests and members at-
tending. Guests included 
Kathy Mayes, Barbara 
Pate, Vivian Haggard, 
Melca Riddle, Brenda 
Wright, Linda McGrew, 
David Thibideaux, Kathy 
Smotherman, Shane 
Baker, and Becky Baker.

A potluck supper 
started the evening’s 
festivities at 6:30 p.m., 
hosted by David and 
Betty Sanders, Gene 
Williams, Don & Patsy 
Porter, Ardis Rittenber-
ry-Caffey, Anne Spen-
cer, Mark Majors, John 
& Carol Jones, and Mary 
Ruth Simmons. 

The Fellowship Hall 
was decorated with 
Christmas-themed table 
settings featuring poin-
settia centerpieces and 
floral wreaths.

Following the meal, the 
Society held a business 
meeting. Recording Sec-
retary Faye Fuller gave 
the secretarial report, 
followed by Treasurer 
Hazel Foster’s financial 
report and Carolyn Smo-
therman’s membership 
status. President Al Sim-
mons urged members 
to renew promptly and 
to recruit friends and 
family as new members 
during the upcoming 
membership renewal pe-
riod which began in De-
cember.

Simmons thanked Roy 
Turrentine, Mary Price, 
Carolyn Smotherman, 
Clayton Rees, Gene Wil-
liams, and Carol Roberts 
for their contribution of 
materials for articles in 
the Winter issue of the 
Quarterly. He noted that 
the Society dedicated a 
historical marker for the 
old Shelbyville Central 
High School on Septem-
ber 30 with the sponsor-
ing SCHS Class of 1962 
as part of their 60th re-
union celebration. This 
marker was the Society’s 
ninth site-recognition 
marker.

In other business, 
Simmons announced 
the next meeting of the 
Society Board of Direc-
tors will be on January 
10, 2024, at the Public 
Library at 2:00pm. He 
also noted that the So-
ciety will observe its 
golden anniversary next 
year, and several cele-
bratory activities are be-
ing planned. Highlights 

from the Society’s past 
will be featured in its 
Quarterlies and meeting 
programs. The official 
celebration will kick off 
at the March 18, 2024, 
Society meeting.

The Society then elect-
ed new officers for the 
next terms of office. Sim-
mons thanked the exist-
ing officers and Board 
members who extended 

their terms for over 2 
years during the cancel-
lation of meetings due 
to Covid. Special appre-
ciation was expressed to 
Pat Hastings, Della Nel-
son, and Larry

Baucom who served 
multiple terms as Board 
members; also, to Faye 
Fuller who serves as re-
cording secretary. The 
Society’s nominating 

committee presented its 
recommended slate of 
officers and Board mem-
bers. Carol Roberts, Don 
Gallagher, and David 
Sherrill were elected to 
serve three-year terms 
on the Society Board 
with existing members 
Vavial Jamison, Johnny 
Cortner, Burt English, 
Carolyn Smotherman, 
Gene Williams, and Al 
Simmons. Incoming So-
ciety officers serving the 
next  two years are Vice 
President John Jones, 
Recording Secretary 
Freda Head, Treasurer 
Hazel Foster,

Corresponding Secre-
tary Carolyn Smother-
man, and President Al 
Simmons.

After the business 
meeting, Simmons in-
troduced the evening’s 
program which was pre-
sented by the Downtown 
Sound Swing Band. 
Their musical program 
featured music from the 
1930s swing era along 
with some New Orle-

ans jazz, the blues, and 
Christmas favorites.

Simmons concluded 
the meeting, reminding 
members that the next 
meeting is scheduled 
for March 18, 2024, at 
the same place and time 
with Roy & Melissa Tur-
rentine, John Cortner, 
Gary Crockett, Alene 
Hall, and Vavial Jami-
son hosting.

Bedford County Historical Society Celebrates 
Winter Meeting with Swing Music and New Officers

 (Winter Quarter Meeting Hosts and Hostesses) – From left - John & Carol Jones, Don & Patsy 
Porter, David & Betty Sanders, Anne Spencer, Ardis Rittenberry-Caffey and Gene Williams pause 
for a moment before serving up the Historical Society’s potluck supper at the Society’s December

The Downtown Swing Band presented the program for the Historical Society’s Winter Quarter meet-
ing. Members of the band are, from left: Ned Coleman on organ and trumpet; Roger Wood on drums; 
Society member Rhonda Styer on keyboard and vocalist; Bill Copeland on string bass; and David 
Thibideaux on guitar and trombone.

Incoming Historical Society Board members for 2024-25 are, from left with incoming president Al 
Simmons: David Sherrill, Carole Roberts, and Don Gallagher

Historical Society member Randy Crowell shows Society Presi-
dent Al Simmons a relic baseball signed by members of his local 
team for which he pitched in the 1940s. Marie Parsons, wife of the 
late teammate Newt Parsons, presented him the souvenir at the 
December Society meeting. The ball, no doubt, will be featured in 
the Society’s next “Show & Tell” meeting in 2024.

Historical Society Treasurer Hazel Foster(right) accepts Jane 
Cortner’s membership renewal dues to the Historical Society at 
its Winter Quarter meeting.

Incoming Historical Society officers for 2024-25 are, from left: 
John Jones – Vice President, Hazel Foster, Treasurer; Carolyn 
Smotherman, Corresponding Secretary: Freda, Recording Sec-
retary; and Al Simmons, President.

Like our popular full-size Honeybells, Mini Honeybells are packed with rich � avor and juicy goodness, but come in a size 
that � ts in the palm of your hand. While “bell” is in their name and they’re part of the Honeybell family, Minis don’t always 
fully develop into a bell shape. But we can assure you they don’t lack in quality or taste! Rare Hale Honeybells are available 
in limited quantities for a limited time! Pre-order now to reserve your share of this year’s crop with this delicious deal!

Call 1-833-983-6050
to Order Item 2692X

or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YT42
Only $32.99 plus $7.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.

Buy 12 get 12 more  FREE!FREE!

Hale Honeybells The once a year citrus sensation!  

35% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3299*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

BUY 12 GET 12
BUY 12 GET 12

MORE FREE!
MORE FREE!

35% 
SAVINGS!
INCLUDING SHIPPING!

*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. Not valid with 

any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H4YT42
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Shelbyville

ADVERTISING SALES
Position: Advertising Sales Representative
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is looking for a motivated and re-
sults-driven Advertising Sales Representative to join our team. As an 
Advertising Sales Representative, you will be responsible for generat-
ing advertising revenue by selling print and digital advertising solu-
tions to local businesses.
Key Responsibilities:

● Prospect and acquire new advertising clients through cold call-
ing and networking.

● Maintain and grow relationships with existing clients.
● Understand clients’ advertising needs and develop customized 

advertising solutions.
● Prepare and present advertising proposals and contracts.
● Collaborate with the creative team to create effective ad cam-

paigns.
● Meet or exceed monthly and quarterly sales targets.
● Keep up-to-date with industry trends and competitive offer-

ings.
Qualifications:

● Proven sales experience, preferably in advertising or media 
sales.

● Strong communication and negotiation skills.
● Goal-oriented and self-motivated with a passion for sales.
● Knowledge of the local business community in Shelbyville, TN.
● Proficiency in digital advertising and marketing concepts.
● Valid driver’s license and access to a reliable vehicle.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.com

WANTEDMISC.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-846-4260 
(TnScan)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV/WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER IN-
TERNET FOR speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  Call 
1-855-481-3340 (TnScan)
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
those that qualif y. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bo-
nus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-669-2321 (TnScan)
D I R E C T V  S P O R T S  P A C K  3 
MONTHS on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks in-
cluded. NFL, College Football, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803 (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!  A 
cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99!  100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW: 866-974-1464 (TnScan)
DENTAL INSURANCE FROM PHY-
SICIANS MUTUAL Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-844-
278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258 (TnScan)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? 
YOU may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
855-750-2678 (TnScan)

ADVERTISE 
THROUGHOUT TN

YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
SOLUTION! One call & your 25 
word ad will appear in 99 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 27 West 
TN newspapers for $100/wk. Call 
this newspaper’s classified adver-
tising dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks (TnScan)

HELP WANTED / 
DRIVERS

NEED YOUR CDL? WE DO CDL Train-
ing, testing, Job placement. Company 
paid training available. Training at 119 
EL Morgan Dr. Jackson, TN or 6711 
Reese Road, Memphis, TN. Call 800-
423-8820 Or visit www.drive-train.
org (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

DURACELL. THE #1 TRUSTED BAT-
TERY brand now offering the M150 
Portable Power Station. When fully 
charged the M150 provides enough 
power to charge all your devices 
laptops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. Give the 
gift of portable power this holiday 
season. Only $199. Go to porta-
blepower.info/138 (TnScan)
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAG-
ES TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-888-869-
5542 (TnScan)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF WITH THE 
best looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-281-6212 (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
RECRUITING HEADACHES? WE 
CAN HELP! Advertise your job open-
ing in this newspaper + 98 news-
papers across the state - One Call/
Email for All! Contact our classified 
dept. or email    bmoats@tnpress.
com (TnScan) 

ANTENNAS

ANTENNAS. SAVE BIG! FREE LO-
CAL channels on antennas or a 
3 year price guarantee on pay tv. 
Call or come by Beasley Antenna & 
Satellite, 3000 E. Wood St., Paris, 
731-642-4077.

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT your 
next auction! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad can appear 
in this newspaper + 98 other TN 
newspapers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-8916. 
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-855-
607-4583 www.dental50plus.com/
martin #6258
Give a GREAT GIFT this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE Pure-
Ground Filet Mignon Burgers!  Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-844-461-2144 
and mention code 74222DLJ or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe8459
Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENER AC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-731-261-8325
Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-833-
988-0035
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live T V, sports and 
local channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-844-787-6638
Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport 
pack included for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-539-
2528

Shelbyville

Open Position: Office Manager
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is seeking 
an organized and detail-oriented Office 
Manager to oversee daily administrative 
operations. As the Office Manager, you 
will play a critical role in maintaining of-
fice efficiency, managing office supplies, 
and providing support to staff members.
Key Responsibilities:

● Manage office logistics, includ-
ing mail, phone calls, and office 
supplies.

● Handle scheduling, appoint-
ments, and meetings for the ed-
itorial and sales teams.

● Assist in budget management 
and financial recordkeeping.

● Coordinate with vendors and 
service providers.

● Help with human resources tasks 
such as onboarding and payroll.

● Maintain a clean and organized 

office environment.
● Support the publisher and edi-

tor with administrative tasks as 
needed.

Qualifications:
● High school diploma or equiva-

lent; associate or bachelor’s de-
gree is a plus.

● Previous office management or 
administrative experience pre-
ferred.

● Strong organizational and multi-
tasking skills.

● Proficiency in Microsoft Office 
and basic computer skills.

● Excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills.

● Ability to work independently 
and as part of a team.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to 
daniel@t-g.com

CALL NOW
855.955.5364

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23.

YOUR BATHROOM.  
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

OFFICE MANAGER

Puzzle Solutions
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Webb School cross-coun-
try star Abby Faith Chee-
seman racked up a second 
consecutive Top-15 finish at 
the 44th annual Foot Lock-
er Cross Country Champi-
onships National Finals in 
San Diego, California, on 
Saturday. 

Hailed as one of the fa-
vorites coming in, in part 
due to her fourth place fin-
ish a year ago, Cheeseman 
qualified by finishing in 
the top ten in the South re-
gion on December 2nd. She 
came into Nationals with a 
plan of attack and started 
off the 5k race well.

“I think I put myself in 
a pretty good position to 
meet those [higher expec-
tations for herself] and just 
wasn’t able to close very 
hard,” Cheeseman said. 
“The course out there is al-
ways tough…but I still tried 
to use the terrain to my ad-
vantage, especially by pow-
ering up the hills.”

She also expressed a lit-
tle remorse over how she 
finished the race but was 
proud of her performance 
overall

“I am really proud of my 
effort even though it wasn’t 
exactly the result I was 
hoping for,” she continued. 
“I am so grateful that I was 
able to finish as well as I 
did with a pretty slow last 
1,000 meters.”

“If I had to change any-
thing, I may have moved 
up a little more before 1.5 
miles, but I really feel like I 
executed the race about as 
well as I could have.”

Cheeseman also ex-
pressed extreme gratitude 
and humbleness as she rec-
ognized how big of a deal it 
is to race for her local com-

munity back home in Ten-
nessee.

“It is an amazing honor 
to represent my community 
and Webb at a national lev-
el!” she exclaimed. “Even 
though I am racing for a 
different team [the South 
region], it is my friends, es-
pecially on my Webb team, 
the faculty, and most of my 
family that have gotten me 
to this point and watched, 
helped, and led me through 
it all.”

In the end, she finished 
with a very impressive time 
of 17:56.3, good enough 
for 13th place out of the 
40-person field. Cheese-
man, who goes by Abby 
Faith, has qualified for the 
Foot Locker National Fi-
nals every year of her high 
school career. As a fresh-
man in 2021, she finished 
31st, and of course had 
that fourth-place finish in 
her sophomore season last 
year, both of which she was 
able to draw on to help her 
with her junior year race. 

“I really enjoyed the ex-
perience last year, but this 
year was even sweeter be-
cause I have deeper connec-
tions with many of the girls 
and could really appreciate 
the team aspect and race 
with and for the South team 
even more,” she said. “I am 
not sure why I lost my legs 
like I did at the end, but this 
race has even led me closer 
to Christ and reminded me 
that He has a plan outside 
my control.”

Cheeseman continued to 
express her thankfulness 
to her savior, and she looks 
to continue her success into 
her senior year in 2024.

“I think the previous two 
years here have taught me 

to be confident in myself 
and to continue to trust in 
Christ and propelled me 
to spiritual maturity that 
allows me to be at peace 
with my race,” she reflect-
ed. “Also, I have learned a 
balance of appreciating and 
not underestimating the 
level of competition while 
also remembering that I 
don’t have to change the 
way I race or who I am to 
run well at a higher level.”

“My previous experienc-
es have allowed me to take 
even more out of today; I 
want to keep investigating 

and analyzing to see what I 
can improve upon and what 
I did well both during and 
after the race,” she conclud-
ed.

Cheeseman looks for-
ward to an exciting senior 
campaign where she can 
utilize everything that she 
has learned in her first 
three appearances at Na-
tionals. She begins her 
quest to return to San Di-
ego in the fall of 2024.

 
 

The football world is in 
mourning following the trag-
ic passing of former NFL 
player Frank John Wycheck 
on Saturday, December 9, 
2023. 

Wycheck, 52, spent 11 sea-
sons in the NFL, leaving an 
indelible mark, especially 
during his tenure with the 
Tennessee Titans, and is 
probably most well-known 
for his involvement in the 
2000 ‘Music City Miracle’ vs 
the Buffalo Bills on the way to 
a Super Bowl appearance. 

The circumstances sur-
rounding Wycheck’s death 
are heart-wrenching. It ap-
pears he fell in his Chattanoo-
ga home on Saturday morn-
ing, striking his head. He was 
found unresponsive later that 
afternoon. The Middle Ten-
nessee community and fans 
alike are grappling with the 
loss of a beloved athlete. 

A versatile player, Wycheck 
contributed significantly to 
the Titans from 1993 to 2003. 
Known for his athleticism 
and dedication, he became 
a fan favorite and a respect-
ed figure within the league. 
Wycheck had 505 receptions 

for 5,126 yards and 28 touch-
downs over his stellar 11-year 
NFL career and is enshrined 
in the Titans’ Ring of Honor.

This past summer, Wy-
check moved to Chattanoo-
ga to be closer to his family. 
He is survived by two adult 
daughters, Deanna and Mad-
ison, both married, and three 
grandchildren — Leo, Stevie, 
and August. In accordance 
with Wycheck’s wishes, the 
family plans to collaborate 
with experts for ongoing re-
search on Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI) and Chronic 
Traumatic Encephalopathy 
(CTE). Funeral arrangements 
are yet to be finalized. The 
Wycheck family expressed 
appreciation for the support 
received during this difficult 
time but has requested priva-
cy as they navigate through 
their grief. 

The passing of Frank Wy-
check is not only a loss for his 
family, but also a poignant 
moment for the NFL commu-
nity which remembers him 
not just as a talented play-
er but as a dedicated family 
man.

In a monumental collab-
oration, two Middle Ten-
nessee State University 
(MTSU) School of Concrete 
and Construction Man-
agement alumni, Reggie 
Polk and Paul Lawson, are 
spearheading the construc-
tion of the Tennessee Ti-
tans’ new $2.1 billion Nis-
san Stadium.

Reggie Polk, CEO of Polk 
& Associates Construction 
Inc., and Paul Lawson, Vice 
President of Turner Con-
struction, find themselves 
at the forefront of this co-
lossal undertaking, bring-
ing decades of combined 
experience to the Tennes-
see Builders Alliance team.

The Titans’ ambitious 
project has received the 
green light from the Met-
ropolitan Sports Authori-
ty, with a groundbreaking 
ceremony slated for ear-
ly-to-mid 2024 and an an-

ticipated opening in 2027. 
The 1.7 million-square-foot 
stadium, set to accommo-
date 60,000 spectators, 
will grace Nashville’s East 
Bank.

Joining forces with local 
firms ICF Builders and AE-
COM Hunt, the four-com-
pany team boasts an im-
pressive 55-plus years of 
NFL stadium construction 
experience. Reggie Polk 
emphasized the necessity 
of unity in executing the 
project efficiently and with-
in budget.

“We’re going to divide 
and conquer on the proj-
ect,” said Polk. “We have 
to get this thing built on 
time and within budget, so 
there’s a lot of manpower 
that’s going to be needed to 
do that.”

Paul Lawson, a proud 
alumnus, expressed his ex-
citement about the Titans’ 

commitment to involving 
local and diverse minority 
businesses.

It’s something they im-
plemented, and I’m excited 
about that,” Lawson said.

The MTSU School of 
Concrete and Construction 
Management, known for 
producing industry leaders, 
has played a pivotal role in 
shaping these alumni’s ca-
reers. Both Polk and Law-
son, on a recent visit to the 
school, praised the faculty 
and leadership for their 
guidance.

Tom Nicholas, the direc-
tor of the School of Con-
crete and Construction 
Management, spoke highly 
of the alumni duo, stating, 
“Paul and Reggie are lead-
ing the construction field 
and leading the construc-
tion industry. I can’t tell 
you how proud we are of 
them to call them alumni 

of MTSU and the School of 
Concrete and Construction 
Management.”

The upcoming stadium, 
featuring a nonretractable 
roof, community events 
space, exterior terraces, 
and panoramic views of 
the city, is poised to be a 
premier venue for various 
events, entertainment, and 
civic activities.

As groundbreaking ap-
proaches, the MTSU alum-
ni’s leadership underscores 
the university’s commit-
ment to preparing students 
for executive positions in 
the construction industry. 
Their journey from MTSU 
to helming a project of this 
magnitude serves as an in-
spirational example for as-
piring construction profes-
sionals.

Abby Faith Cheeseman Finishes 13th 
at San Diego Foot Locker Nationals

Noah Maddox
Sports Editor

The Tennessee Volunteers 
Men’s Basketball team has 
never made the Final Four 
of the NCAA Tournament. 
I know, I know, it hurts to 
read. Trust me, it hurt even 
more to type it out.

In contrast, the Lady 
Vols program has the sec-
ond-most Final Four appear-
ances with 18, winning eight 
national titles in the process 
under legendary head coach 
Pat Summit.

Thus, such a definitive 
statement about one of the 
most snake-bitten programs 
in all of college basketball 
would seem a bit bold, and 
frankly, I agree. Despite 
a storied history of their 
own, the men’s basketball 
program not only has nev-
er made the Final Four, but 
they have also only made one 
Elite Eight appearance. That 
came in 2010 under now Au-
burn head coach Bruce Pearl. 

Currently, Rick Barnes is 
in his eighth year at the helm 
of the Vols. One of the best 
coaches in college basket-
ball, he has led Tennessee to 
two Sweet 16 appearances, 
including five consecutive 
NCAA Tournament appear-
ances. This year, he has a 
team that was picked in the 
preseason to win the SEC 
that is arguably even better 
than last year’s bunch, led by 
superstar Dalton Knecht. 

Knecht, a transfer from 
Northern Colorado, is a very 
lanky forward, listed at 6’6, 
who adds an elite three-level 
scoring punch to a team that 
had one of the best defens-
es in the country a season 
ago. He averaged 20.2 points 
per game last season while 
shooting 48% from the field 
and 38% from behind the 
three-point line. The only 
other time Barnes has had an 
offensive player like Knecht 
is when he had Kevin Durant 
at Texas in 2006/07. Yes, he 
is really that good. The best 
news of all is that the elite 
defense that Tennessee is 
known for under Barnes is 
still there this year. At the 
time of this print, the Vols 
have the fourth best defense 
in the entire country out of 
362 teams according to Ken-
Pom. 

Tennessee has also 
played one of the toughest 
out-of-conference schedules 
in the entire country which 
sets them up very well for 
SEC play and beyond. This 
team is still working through 
some early-season injuries, 
so as Zakai Zeigler continues 

to grow more comfortable on 
that surgically repaired ACL 
and the team figures out the 
nuances of everyone’s role, 
the group will only continue 
to get even better. 

The biggest advantage that 
the Volunteers enjoy is their 
age. The teams that tend to 
do the best in March Mad-
ness are almost always on 
the older side, and this Ten-
nessee team has plenty of 
experience to go around. Se-
niors Santiago Vescovi (12.5 
PPG in 2022/23), Josiah Jor-
dan-James (11.4 PPG), and 
Dalton Knecht (19.2 PPG) 
are in the starting lineup 
alongside juniors Zakai Zei-
gler (10.7 PPG, 5.8 APG in 
2022/23) and Jonas Aidoo 
(10.2 PPG, 7.1 RPG, and 1.8 
BPG). When Barnes goes 
to his bench, there is hard-
ly a drop off. Junior guard 
Jahmai Mashack (5.3 PPG) 
is competing with Zeigler 
for the honor of the best pe-
rimeter defender in college 
basketball, transfer guard 
Jordan Gainey (10.5 PPG) 
provides a much-needed 
scoring punch off the bench, 
and the lone underclassman 
in the main eight-man ro-
tation is a strong tenacious 
rebounder in sophomore for-
ward Tobe Awaka. Forwards 
J.P Estrella, Cade Phillips, 
and guard Freddie Dilione V 
have all provided solid min-
utes off the bench this season 
so far as well.

Sure, it is only mid-De-
cember. Sure, it seems like 
a bad idea to predict a pro-
gram to do something that 
has never been done before, 
but where’s the fun in pre-
dicting the likely thing to 
happen? The law of averages 
would imply that sooner or 
later, a team this successful 
will at least luck their way 
into the sport’s biggest des-
tination like FAU last year 
or Loyola-Chicago in 2018. 
Plenty of underdogs that 
weren’t supposed to make 
it that far have done it, why 
can’t a team that has every 
single ingredient needed for 
success do it as well? 

The ingredients for Rick 
Barnes and Tennessee to win 
four straight games in late 
March are all there, it will 
just come down to injury luck 
and the ability to make open 
shots as it always seems to 
do. But, with the addition of 
Dalton Knecht, it seems like 
this year is the best chance 
Barnes will have to not only 
get the Vols to their first ever 
Final Four, but his first ever 
national championship as a 
head coach.

Why This Tennessee 
Team Can (And Will) 
Break Through to Make 
a Final Four

**Correction** 
Thanks to feedback from 

loyal readers and subscrib-
ers, it has been brought to 
our attention that officially 
speaking, in the eyes of TS-
SAA, Hall of Fame games 
do actually count towards 
the overall season records. 
We did not count them in 
last week’s records because 
of previous feedback from 
coaches suggesting other-
wise, and we apologize for 
any confusion and frustra-
tion this may have caused. 
This week’s records now in-
clude the HOF results.

Cascade Girls Match Last 
Season’s Win Total Friday, 
Surpass it on Tuesday

Second-year head coach 
Janie Demonbreum is off to 
a fast start at Cascade. With 
their close win over Fayette-
ville on Friday night, the 
Lady Champions matched 
their 2022/23 full season 
win total, getting their 

third win on the season. Af-
ter beating Huntland Tues-
day in a 50-47 come-from-
behind thriller on the road 
to sweep the season series, 
Demonbreum has already 
surpassed last season’s win 
total before the midway 
point of December. This 
just shows the tremendous 
growth that her girls have 
had in the short time she 
has had them, but she and 
her team have bigger goals. 
The dynamic duo of junior 
Sophie Ray and sophomore 
Kaegan Young have con-
tributed to this great start 
for Cascade, and they only 
look to continue their fine 
form through Christmas 
Break and into district play.

Shelbyville Central 
Girls: 6-2 (0-0)

Upcoming Game(s): 12/15 
vs Centennial and 12/18 @ 
Siegel, LIVE on WLIJ 98.7.

Past week result(s): 41-18 

W vs Riverdale.

Shelbyville Central 
Boys: 3-5 (0-0)

Upcoming Game(s): 12/15 
vs Centennial and 12/18 @ 
Siegel, LIVE on WLIJ 98.7.

Past week result(s): 68-55 
W vs Riverdale

Cascade Girls: 4-5 (0-0)
Upcoming Game(s): 12/15 

vs Moore County and 12/19 
@ Jefferson County, LIVE 
on The Zinger 100.9.

Past week result(s): 50-
47 W @ Huntland on 12/12 
and 57-52 W vs Fayetteville 
on 12/8.

Cascade Boys: 3-6 (0-0)
Upcoming Game(s): 12/15 

vs Moore County and 12/19 
@ Jefferson County, LIVE 
on The Zinger 100.9.

Past week result(s): 61-
44 W @ Huntland on 12/12 
and 68-34 W vs Fayetteville 
on 12/8 (Isaac McElroy had 

30 points on 11/13 shoot-
ing).

Community Girls: 3-7 
(0-0)

Upcoming Game(s): 
12/14 @ Murfreesboro Cen-
tral Magnet., 12/15 vs Ma-
con County, and 12/19 vs 
Eagleville.

Past week result(s): 40-26 
L @ Richland on 12/12 and 
35-31 L @ Macon County 
on 12/8.

Community Boys: 3-7 
(0-0)

Upcoming Game(s): 
12/14 @ Murfreesboro Cen-
tral Magnet., 12/15 vs Ma-
con County, 12/18 vs East 
Hickman, and 12/19 vs Ea-
gleville. 

Past week result(s): 46-24 
L @ Richland on 12/12 and 
49-39 W @ Macon County 
on 12/8

Bedford County Basketball Weekly Roundup

Former Titans All-Pro 
TE Frank Wycheck 
dies at 52

MTSU Alumni Playing Key Roles 
in Construction of New Titans Stadium
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A dinner show opened last weekend at Fly Arts Center, 
204 South Main St. The featured show, “Savannah Sipping 
Society,” stars April Glosson, Andrea Nix, Jody Barnes 
Turner, Jennifer Smith and LeAnn Wenzel. 

The Fly Arts community theatre production runs 
through Saturday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m. Dinner is served at 
6 p.m. There is a matinee on Sunday, Dec. 17, but no meal 
will be served. 

With its heart-warming undertones and comedic mo-
ments, “Savannah Sipping Society” is fun entertainment 
for the holiday season. Tickets are available at flyartscen-
ter.com.

Four southern women, all needing to escape the same-
ness of their day-to-day routines, are drawn together by 
fate—and an impromptu happy hour—and decide it’s high 
time to reclaim the enthusiasm for life they’ve lost through 
the years. 

‘Savannah Sipping Society’ Lights Up Fly Arts Center
SIP, LAUGH, AND DINE

CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS
Billy and Sharon Lowery of Shelbyville hosted a Christmas party for their Sunday 

School class at Fairhaven Baptist over the weekend. Sam Jack Brantley is the group’s 
discussion leader.

Christmas is about celebrations. The Lowery home, warm and full of Christmas cheer, 
was open to close friends over the weekend.

Southern homes are decorated with rich, traditional colors. There’s always a tree and of 
course, nativity scenes and Santa. 

Mid December truly is 

the “most wonderful time 
of the year.” Christmas is a 
time to cherish with family 
and friends, so we’re pro-
viding some tried and true 
recipes we think will make 
your Christmas events 
memorable. 

Start off with Spiced 
Christmas Tea—one sure to 
warm guests upon their ar-
rival. Please note that this 
recipe serves 4, so you’ll 
have to do some math for 
larger crowds.

To accompany Christmas 
traditions, we’ve also in-
cluded a recipe for Golden 
Almond Bars. 

And what’s a Sunday 
School party without a 
Christmas salad. Try the 
Pink Salad recipe, which is 
a local favorite.

Needing something a lit-
tle savory? Try this recipe 
for an old southern party 
mainstay, Southern Sesame 
Sticks. This recipe serves 
12.

It’s all party fare is sure 
to please everyone and 
this year, likely easier on 
the pocketbook. So, let’s 
get started in the kitchen, 
making these tasty treats 
for friends and family.

Spiced Christmas Tea

2 C. water   3 tea bags 
(plain black tea)

4 star anise
1 (3-inch) cinnamon stick
1 cup passion fruit nectar
3 Tbsp. honey   2 Tbsp. 

lemon juice
In medium saucepan, 

bring water to a boil. Add 
the tea bags, anise and cin-
namon. Reduce heat. Sim-
mer, uncovered, for 3 to 5 
minutes. Discard tea bags 
and cinnamon stick. Stir 
in nectar, honey and lemon 
juice. Heat through. Pour 
into 4 Christmas cups. Dec-
orate with a star floating on 
top.

Southern Sesame 
Sticks

1 egg     1 Tbsp. water
1 tsp. Dijon mustard

3 oz. (3/4 C.) grated Asia-
go Cheese

4.5 tsp. Sesame seeds   ½ 
tsp. garlic powder

1 can of refrigerated 
bread sticks (or homemade)    
Cooking spray

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Spray cookie sheet 
with cooking spray. Beat 
egg in small bowl. Stir in 
water and mustard. In a 
shallow dish, stir together 
cheese, sesame seeds and 
garlic powder.

Prepare 12 breadsticks. 
Dip in egg mixture. Coat 
with the cheese. Twist 
breadsticks. Place an inch 
apart. Bake about 18 min-
utes or until brown. Serve 
warm.

Suggestion, provide 
guests with small ramekins 

of a good honey or mustard  
for dipping.

Pink Christmas Salad
1 can cherry pie filling     
1 can crushed pineapple, 

drained
1 can sweetened con-

densed milk    
1 container whipped top-

ping
Mix all and place in re-

frigerator overnight to set.
Golden Almond Bars
1 pkg. yellow cake mix 

1/3 C. butter or margarine, 
softened

1 C. ground or finely, 
chopped almonds   ½ C. 
chopped almonds

1 tsp. almond extract   
1 C. powdered sugar    

 4 egg whites
Preheat oven to 350 and 

grease a 13x9-inch pan. In 
a large bowl, combine cake 
mix and butter at low speed 
until crumbly. Reserve ½ 
cup crumbs for topping. 
Press remaining prepared 
crumbs in the bottom of 
the prepared pan. In same 
large bowl, beat ground 
almonds, powdered sug-
ar, almond extract and egg 
whites on highest speed 
for 4 minutes. Pour evenly 
over crumbs. Combine ½ 
cup reserved crumbs and 
chopped almonds. Sprin-
kle over egg white mixture. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 20 
to 30 minutes until light 
and golden brown. Cool 
completely. Cut into bars. 
Makes 36.

How we explain Advent 
to our children and grand-
children can make all the 
difference in their spiritual 
lives.

As a child, I grew up 
in the United Methodist 
Church. I loved to watch 
the grownups light the pur-
ple and pink candles for 
the weeks of Advent. And 
then the Christ Candle on 
Christmas Eve/Day.

Even when I worked in 
ministry, there was a rev-
erence, for me, purchasing 
the new Advent candles 
each year.

I guess I will always have 
had the upmost respect for 
the Advent readings and 
ceremonies. Every church 
celebrates Advent in a dif-
ferent way.

Teach your children 
and grandchildren more 
than just the aesthetics of 
Christmas. Advent: lighting 
the way for the Savior of the 
World-Christ Jesus. He’s 
The One who came to save 
us from our sins.

When explaining Advent 
for your kids, use these 
descriptions to help your 
kids understand the Advent 

wreath.
The first purple candle 

symbolizes expectation and 
hope. Purple is a royal color 
and signifies anticipation of 
the King’s birth. Light this 
candle each week of Advent.

The second purple can-
dle symbolizes prepara-
tion. The Jewish people 
prepared their hearts for 
the Savior, and we prepare 
our hearts for His second 
coming. Then, light this one 
during the second, third 
and fourth weeks.

The third purple candle 
symbolizes love and peace. 
God showed His love by 
sending His Son. Jesus’ 
birth, death and resurrec-
tion bring us peace. Next, 
light this candle during the 
fourth week.

The rose candle symbol-
izes joy. We rejoice in the 
Messiah and joyfully antic-
ipate Jesus’ second coming. 
Light this candle during the 
third and fourth weeks.

The white candle in the 
center is celebratory. Light 
this candle on Christmas 
Day. Jesus is central to the 
season. We celebrate His 
birth.

The evergreen branches 
symbolize God’s faithful-
ness. They remain green all 
year.

The wreath circle sym-
bolizes God’s unending 
love.

—Sheila Seifert for Focus 
on the Family

 
 
This third week of Ad-

vent, make time to pray for 
peace.

What do I remember 
about what Santa left me 
under the Christmas tree. A 
little. But I remember more 
about those Sundays in 
Advent at church. Thanks 
Daddy and Mama.

A great scripture for this 
week:

“When they saw the 
Star, they were overjoyed. 
On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his 
mother, Mary, and they 
bowed down and wor-
shipped Him. Then, they 
opened their treasures and 
presented Him with gifts 
of gold, Frankincense and 
myrrh. (NIV, Matthew 
2:10-11.)

Unspeakable Joy

Christmas is . . . about friends and family

Holiday 
recipes to 

share


