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•    Sullivan County’s #1 Garbage 
     & Recycle for Over 30 Years, 
     Same Owner/Operator
•    Competitive Pricing 
     & Superior Service
•    Servicing Local Communities 
     throughout ALL of Sullivan County

KEEP IT 
LOCAL!

Don’t Get Left On the Curb! Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY!

89
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•    Keeping Jobs and Money 
     in Sullivan County
•    Residential Program... Roll-Offs... 
     Commercial... Special Clean-Ups

WE THANK OUR FRONTLINE WORKERS FOR THEIR HARD WORK, DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITIES.
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
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Feed the fire in you…
 Volunteer now to make a difference in your community.

The Sullivan County Volunteer Firefighter Association 
welcomes you in joining your local fire department to become a part of 

the firefighter family and become a part of history and tradition.

REWARDS

• Make lifelong friendships 
• Receive tuition reimbursement 
 from FASNY Higher Education 
 Learning Plan

• Learn leadership skills 
• Obtain new and practical skills 
 and receive training with 
 life-saving equipment 
 and technology

The Sullivan County Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association Congratulates...

For more information on how  you can become a volunteer firefighter please contact us at 
info@sullivannyfirefighters.org • joinsullivanfire@gmail.com
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Save the Date: SCVFA Parade September 6th, 2025 | Line up at 1pm | Step off at 2pm

Hosted by Monticello Fire Department

Monticello Fire 
Department for 
your continued 

services, hard work 
and dedication!

Thank you
on its 

150th
Anniversary

Monticello

Organized in 1926 the Sullivan County 
Volunteer Firefighters Association (SCVFA) 

has served as a communication and interactive 
organization dedicated to the enhancement of 
the volunteer fire service throughout Sullivan 

County. 

The objects of the organization shall be the 
advancement, instruction and protection 

of the interests of the fire service in general, 
throughout the County of Sullivan as well 
as promotion and strengthening of their 
bonds of unity and the encouragement of 

social, instructional and firematic activities. 
The SCVFA also renders assistance and 

encouragement to those activities that will 
enhance the efficiency and the welfare of 
firefighters throughout Sullivan County.

WE TEACH, WE TRAIN, WE SERVE TOGETHER
HELP YOUR COMMUNITY



BY DEREK KIRK

Historical information and pho-

tographs were gathered with the 

assistance of Town of Thompson 

Historian and Monticello Fire De-

partment member, Al Dumas, as 

well as by the accounts of Sullivan 

County Historian John Conway 

and former Thompson Town His-

torian Marge Smith. 

On the eighth of March 

in 1875, two hose com-

panies banded together 

with 82 members strong, forming 

the fledgling Monticello Fire De-

partment (MFD). One hundred 

and fifty years later, Station 22 

Happy 150th to the 
Monticello Fire Department

MARCH 2025 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT 911    5E

 Above: The Mountain Hose Comany 
#1 Truck, which operetd from 1904 
to 1914.

At left: The old firehouse stood 
at the corner of Prince Street and 
Broadway, which housed both the 
fire apparatus and the police station 
from 1875 to 1955.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6E
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Congratulations Monticello FD on your 150th Anniversary!
Thank You to all of our emergency services 

for the outstanding job you do for our communities! 

From the

LAW OFFICE OF SCOTT A. RUSSELL
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

SCOTT A. RUSSELL, ESQ.

10 ST. JOHN STREET, MONTICELLO, NY
P.O. BOX 622                            (845) 741-3331
ROCK HILL, N.Y. 12775            (845) 737-6407 13

15
34

845-791-8934 | 405 Bdwy, Monticello, NY 12701 13
10
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Congratulations Monticello FD on 150 Years!
Thank you to all our emergency services for all that you do!

VanInwegen ❧ Kenny, Inc.
Funeral Home

Serving families all over Sullivan County for over a century.

401 Broadway, Monticello
(845) 794-4141

111 Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro
(845) 888-2731

Joseph W. Kenny - Licensed Funeral Director
Eileen DiSimone - Licensed Funeral Director

www.kennyfuneralhome.com
office@kennyfuneralhome.com
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We thank all our emergency services for all that they do!

still stands strong against issues 

that threaten the village and sur-

rounding communities.

With the combination of the 

Neptune Engine Company No. 1 

and the Mountain Hose Company 

No. 1, and the 1926 blending of 

the two, then already known as 

the MFD, and the Rescue Hook 

and Ladder Company gave the 

village the steadfast protection it 

has today.

Before then, way back in 1875, 

the decision to create the MFD as 

a new, reorganized department 

was prompted by four massive 

fires in 1844, 1871, 1874 and fi-

nally in 1875. 

The third of which destroyed 

several major structures includ-

ing the Exchange Hotel, Hindley’s 

Saloon, Kent’s Barber Shop, The 

Republican Watchman newspaper 

office, Billing’s Flour & Feed Store, 

and Curley’s Hotel, according to 

the MFD. Under the guidance 

of the very first MFD Fire Chief 

Friend W. Johnston and first Chief 

Engineer John F. Tymeson, the 

company began their protection 

over their hometown of over 900 

people. 

The matters that prompted 

those to action 150 years ago are 

still attended to by the diligent 

Monticello fire men and women, 

whose actions protect over 65 

square miles within the county.

The tools that helped 
make it happen

The equipment used by the 
Monticello Fire Department were 

products of their day, but assisted 

countless firemen and women in 

performing their duties. Where 

they went, so did their tools, such 

as the original Neptune Engine 

Company’s hand drawn engine 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5E

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8E

The Neptune Hose Company #1 Truck 
in 1919 just outside the Courthouse in 
Monticello.

Thank you to all our local Emergency Service Workers!

We Are The Region’s Proven Leader In Podiatry
Foot Surgery - Diabetic Shoes - All Foot & Ankle Conditions

Foot Supports (Orthotics)
Monticello • Liberty • Callicoon • Port Jervis • Middletown • Monroe 12

06
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845-692-3668

FAMILY
FOOTCARE

G R O U P,  L L P
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Congratulations to the 
Monticello Fire Department on their 150th Anniversary!!

from your friends at the 

MONTICELLO GREENHOUSES, INC.
Heins Family

217 E. Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
greenhouseflwrs@aol.com | monticellogreenhouses.com

Stop in and visit us for all your flower needs.
FRESH FLOWERS      GIFT BASKETS      GIFT SHOP

We also carry bedding plants all grown on premises.

Celebrating 
96 Years in Business!!
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If someone you love has 
been diagnosed with  

a mental illness,  
YOU ARE NOT ALONE! 

NAMI Sullivan is the County’s Voice on Mental Illness 
 

20 Crystal Street, Monticello  (845) 794-1029   namisullivan.org 
 

Mental illnesses are neurobiological brain disorders, as real as any other 
physical illness. They are flaws in chemistry - not character and affect  
one in five families. Get the FREE, CONFIDENTIAL support you need. 

 

FAMILY SUPPORT ● PEER SUPPORT ● EDUCATION ● ADVOCACY ● REFERRAL 
 

If someone you love has 
been diagnosed with  

a mental illness,  
YOU ARE NOT ALONE! 

NAMI Sullivan is the County’s Voice on Mental Illness 
 

20 Crystal Street, Monticello  (845) 794-1029   namisullivan.org 
 

Mental illnesses are neurobiological brain disorders, as real as any other 
physical illness. They are flaws in chemistry - not character and affect  
one in five families. Get the FREE, CONFIDENTIAL support you need. 
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Congratulations to the Monticello FD on their 150th Anniversary!Congratulations 
to the

Monticello 
Fire Department

on 150 Years 
of Service!

from
Girl Scout Troop 683
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Celebrating Our 30th Year
In Business!

Collision Repairs
& Refinishing

794-0648
BILL SEDLACK

3520 ROUTE 42 SO., MONTICELLO
(1 1/2 Mi. Past Mont. High School)

• Computerized Estimates
• I-Car & ASE Certified
Technicians

• NYS Licensed Insurance
Adjuster

• Direct Shop for many Ins. 
Companies

• Factory Fit - Finish & Color
Matching

• Unibody & Chassis Repairs
• Car Rentals & Towing
Available

• We Also Sell Original
Equipment Parts 18

08
4

Serving Sullivan County Since 1983 

Congrats Monticello FD on a 150 years!
Thank you for being there when we need you!

3520 ROUTE 42 SO., MONTICELLO
(1 1/2 Mi. Past Mont. High School)

We work with All Insurance
Companies

13
09

71

This 1928 Piece Arrow Pumper was in service from 1928 to 1939.
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Thank you to all our emergency services 
for all that you do for our communities!

(845) 794-5511
VEOEnergySystems.com

WE INSTALL STANDBY GENERATORS 
AND MINI SPLIT HEAT/AC PUMPS

111346
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Robert Wells, Agent
18 Thompson Square
Monticello, NY  12701
Bus: 845-794-7000

robert.wells.k2on@statefarm.com

 
 

 
 

  

With your new home comes n
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your new investment with the
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Thank you to our Emergency
Services for all that you have 
done for us and continue 
to do every day!

(845) 794-RENT
146 Jefferson Street • Monticello, NY 12701
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 8am-12pm

•   Aerial Work Platforms
•   Air Compressors
•   Air Tools
•   Back Hoes
•   Boom Lifts
•   Breaker Hammers
•   Carpet Cleaners
•   Compaction
•   Chain Saws
•   Compressors
•   Concrete Tools
•   Concrete & Mortar Mixer
•   Dump Trailers
•   Excavators

•   Extension Ladders
•   Floor Cleaners
•   Floor Sanders & Edgers
•   Generators
•   Heaters
•   Hedge Trimmers
•   Landscape Equipment
•   Light Towers
•   Miter Saws
•   Mud Buggies
•   Paint Sprayers
•   Plumbing Snakes
•   Plumbing Tools
•   Power Washers

•   Post Hole Diggers
•   Scaffolding
•   Scissor Lifts
•   Skid Steer Loaders
•   Stump Grinders
•   Surface Preparation
•   Table Saws
•   Tile Saws
•   Tillers
•   Trenchers
•   Turbo Dryers
•   Water Pumps
•   Wood Chippers
•   And much MORE!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
MONTICELLO FIRE DEPARTMENT ON A 150 YEARS!

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!
which was purchased from the 

City of New York in 1875. One year 

later, a hook and ladder was built 

by John Mapledoram for the de-

partment.

Moving into the age of engines 

at the turn of the century, the 

MFD acquired a 1914 Cole, which 

was used by the Mountain Hose 

Company and later destroyed 

by fi re in May 1916. Thankfully, 

the loss of that engine did not 

spell the end, as the department 

moved forward and purchased 

two Ford Model-T’s piston pumps 

in 1920 for $3,300, and later ac-

quired a Pierce Arrow pumper for 

$9,000. Eventually in 1929, the 

fi rst American LaFrance was ac-

quired by the village for $12,500. 

These machines are just a few 

examples of the tools used by the 

department throughout its lifes-

pan. In their protection from all 
things dangerous and intrusive to 

village life, MFD also utilized two 

1,000 gallon American LaFrance, 

one a 1939 model and the other 

a 1952 model and a Dodge emer-

gency utility truck (1948). Leading 

up to current, the department 

has modernized their tricks and 

equipment to match the fi refi ght-

ing standards of today.

Historic membership
The MFD was a trailblazer in 

many aspects of fi refi ghting and 

community protection through-

out Sullivan County, but one 

major breakthrough the depart-

ment had was that of the color 

barrier, knocked down by the 

fi rst African American volunteer 

fi refi ghter in the county, Harvey 

Griffi n.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6E

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10E
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KINNEBROOK ESTATES
RENTALS STARTING AT $1,299 PER MONTH

*Pricing Subject to Change

FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

315 State Route 17B

Monticello, NY 12701

THANK YOU TO OUR FIRST RESPONDERS FOR YOUR HARD 
WORK AND DEDICATION PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITIES

845-794-6066   www.umh.com
131567

The first ever 
pumper for the 
Monticello Fire 
Department, which 
lightened the bur-
den for the depart-
ment in 1875.

The 1928 Pierce 
Arrow Pumper that 
was purchased for 

$9,000, which served 
the department for 

over a decade.

Pricing per general price list, excludes cash advance items - 388 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

Two Names – A Leading Choice in Funeral Service

Simple Cremation: $1,200.00
www.zmmemorials.com

845-977-6127

“Proudly serving the tri-county
Jewish community”

www.josephgarlickfuneralhome.com
845-794-7474

Traditional Funerals                       Pre-Arranged Services13
09

73
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Thank you to our First Responders for their 
dedication & service to our communities!

Thank you to our First Responders for their Thank you to our First Responders for their 

REPAIRS, INSTALLATION & FINANCING AVAILABLEREPAIRS, INSTALLATION & FINANCING AVAILABLE
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According to Sullivan County 

Historian John Conway, Griffin, 

also affectionately known as Black 

Harvey, was one of the few Black 

Americans living in the area at 

the time. The volunteer suffered 

from health issues, but that did 

not impede his ability to fight 

fires alongside his fellow depart-

ment members and to receive the 

time-honored accolade of march-

ing in parades.

In addition to being a dutiful 

firefighter, Griffin was a porter to 

the expansive garden that sup-

plied the Mansion House hotel’s 

dining room with fresh produce, 

marking his place in the village 
economy and tourism industry to 

be just as fruitful to his place in 

the protection of all things Mon-

ticello.

Griffin remained a member of 

the MFD until his death to Tu-

berculosis in 1882, whereafter 

his story was lost to time for over 

one hundred years until 1998 

where firefighter Carl Houman 

uncovered the start to unraveling 

what is now known as Griffin’s 

lasting legacy. The year he was 

rediscovered, a plaque was placed 

in Griffin’s honor and memory on 

February 15.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE8E

After moving from their original fire 
house which housed the departments 
for fire and police, the Monticello Fire 
Department settled down here from 
1955 to 2005.
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Even after 150 
years, member-
ship within the 
Monticello Fire 
Department is 
still going strong 
– a testament to 
the history and 
the passion of 
the people who 
call the village 
their home.

Many hands have worked 
together to ensure the 

Monticello Fire Department’s 
survival for a century and a 
half, especially those of the 

Women’s Auxiliary.
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The current home of the Monticello Fire Department since its construction in 2005, located at 23 Richardson Ave.

150 Jefferson Street, Monticello, NY 12701  |  845.794.5900  |  www.schmidtswholesale.com

THANK YOU

for risking your lives to save ours.
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Congratulations to 

the Monticello FD 

on their 150th 

Anniversary!
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• SWIMMING • PLAYGROUNDS • BOATING • PICNIC AREA • FISHING
• BALLFIELDS • DOG PARK • HIKING TRAILS • PAVILION RENTALS
• FULL SERVICE CAFE/KOSHER ICE CREAM

www.townoffallsburg.com

Now Renting Lake View Cabins Paddle Boat, Row Boat & Canoe Rentals

Morningside
Park & Campground:

Experience The Sullivan County Catskills
www.townoffallsburg.com

Located 10 minutes 
from Resort World Casino

Morningside Park
(845) 434-5877

We also accommodate your 
group affairs and school outings.

Season fun runs May 1 through Columbus Day.

THANK YOU TO OUR EMERGENCY RESPONDERS FOR YOUR DEDICATION TO THE COMMUNITY!

The 96th Sullivan County 
Volunteer Firefi ghters As-
sociation Annual Parade 

is set to take place on Saturday, 
September 6 in Monticello.

Hosted by the Monticello Fire 
Department, this event will bring 
the community together for a 
day of celebration, tradition and 
entertainment.

While the schedule is always 
subject to change, one can ex-
pect that the event will kick off in 
the morning with truck judging 
at Rutherford School from 9:00 
a.m. to noon.

At noon, Broadway will be 
closed in preparation for the pa-
rade with lineup taking place at 
1 p.m. with the offi cial step-off at 
2 p.m.

Following the parade, marchers 

will be welcomed at the fi re-
house from 3 to 7 p.m. for food 
and beverages while festivities 
continue at Somerville Field with 
food, drinks, children’s games 
and music from 3 to 9 p.m. 

An awards ceremony will take 
place between 5 and 6 p.m. 
recognizing fi rst and second 
place winners of the third an-
nual Healthiest Fire Department 
Challenge run by Sullivan 180.

The evening will conclude with 
a spectacular fi reworks display at 
9 p.m. at Somerville Field.

This year’s Grand Marshal, 
George Kinch, will be honored 
for his 60+ years of service to the 
community. Residents and visi-
tors are encouraged to come out, 
support their local fi re depart-
ments and enjoy a day fi lled with 
fun, food and community spirit.

Gear up for the Volunteer Firefi ghters Parade in September
BY VINCENT KURZROCK
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T he Livingston Manor 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
(LMVAC) is nestled in an 

unassuming building at 98 Main 
St. in Livingston Manor, and this 
is the headquarters for Captain 
Ralph Bressler and his 25-mem-
ber team of volunteers. 

“We’re the corps that responds 
to anything at any time,” said 
Bressler, and they responded to 
1,060 calls in 2024 alone. 

LMVAC is responsible for 
maintaining ambulances and 
equipment, raising funds for 
supplies, advocating for defibril-
lators in local businesses, and 
completing bi-monthly training. 
Bressler said routine training is 
important because some medical 
emergencies are unpredictable: 
“We train on the common things 
[Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR), heart attacks, splinting 
limbs] because we do them very 
often and we need to know how 
to do them, but we also train on 
the uncommon things [delivering 
a baby] because we don’t do them 
very often and need to know how 
to do them.” 

Bressler has been a CPR 
trainer for the American Heart 
Association for 45 years, and his 
father Herman Bressler was a 
founding member of the Bethel 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps. “I 
can remember [my father] bring-
ing home the Cadillac station 
wagon on Sunday afternoons, 
and my sister and I would wash 
it off and restock it.” When it was 
time for Ralph to volunteer, “it 
was between fire and ambulance, 
and I just had more of a pull to 

the ambulance corps.”
Bressler said his biggest chal-

lenge is scheduling volunteers for 
shifts and recruiting new ones. 
Some people sign up without re-
alizing they can’t handle the com-
mitment, he said; others will drop 
everything to volunteer, but even 
the most dedicated members 
encounter bumps in the road (in-
juries, tending to a sick relative, 
pregnancies) that prevent them 

from serving. “It’s always better to 
have more [volunteers].”

Bressler’s primary motivation as 
a responder has always been to 
help people, although he recalls 
a younger self that was excited by 
encountering an unprecedented 
medical problem that challenged 
his abilities. Now that he is older, 
his simple goal is to serve his 
community, and when he goes on 
an emergency call to help a pa-

tient, “I am hoping, and actually 
praying, that they’re just fine.” 

To promote overall health and 
prevent medical emergencies, 
Bressler recommends getting 
regular exercise, improving diet, 
and doing activities that reduce 
stress. To manage his own stress, 
Bressler likes running, cycling, 
and hiking. 

CPR Training
If you have the fortune of 

training with Ralph Bressler, his 
natural teaching abilities will be 
immediately obvious. His instruc-
tion imparts kindness, patience, 
and a desire to help and educate. 
This is crucial for a CPR instruc-
tor, who must present complex 
medical concepts, life-saving 
techniques, and the mechanics of 
complicated equipment, in a way 
that is understandable and not 
overwhelming to the student.

Following is a basic overview of 
CPR theory and practices learned 
through a training session with 
Captain Ralph Bressler; it is meant 
to educate and inspire volunteer-
ism but should NOT be taken as a 
comprehensive guide to CPR. 

The purpose of CPR is to 
keep oxygenated blood flowing 
through the body. By doing chest 
compressions on a patient, you 
circulate their blood; by giving 
them breaths, you oxygenate 
their blood. Though both chest 
compressions and giving breaths 
are helpful, The American Heart 
Association has approved hands-

Livingston Manor Volunteer Ambulance 
    Corps is ready for anything

Ralph Bressler unveils the automatic lift in an ambulance

STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY MATTHEW ALBECK

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16E
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only CPR [only chest compres-
sions]; this decision was made 
after they found that in real-life 
situations, citizens were unlikely 
to blow into someone’s mouth 
without a device. 

The AHA’s research also found 
that by pushing on the chest, you 
are compressing both the heart 
and the lungs; when you push on 
the chest, air is pushed out, and 
when you let up, air returns to 
the lungs. It is still better if chest 
compressions are complemented 
by giving intermittent breaths, 
but the approval of hands-only 
CPR will hopefully lead to more 
citizens stepping up in an emer-
gency to offer help to a stranger 
in need.

Because the chances of restart-
ing the heart with CPR alone 
are close to zero, Bressler advo-
cates for the use of Automated 
External Defibrillators (AED). 
Defibrillators are used to restore a 
normal heartbeat by delivering an 
electric shock. They also evaluate 
the electrical current in a patient’s 
body to determine if a shock is 
warranted. 

On the scene: a person is lying 
on the ground and not moving

The first thing a responder 
must do when answering an 
emergency call is to make sure 
the scene is safe for the patient 
and all medical personnel. Once 
the scene is safe, the responder 
will tap the patient on the tops 
of their shoulders and ask loudly, 
“Are you OK? Are you OK?” If they 
sit up and say “Yes! Why are you 
hitting me?” then the ordeal may 
be over. 

If they don’t answer, the re-
sponder should call 911 and 
obtain an AED; if other people 
are on the scene, they can tell 
someone to “call 911 and get an 

AED!” The responder will first 
gently tilt the head back to open 
the airway, and then look, listen, 
and feel for signs of breathing. If 
there is no breathing, they will 
try to find a pulse in the neck. If 
there is no pulse, the responder 
will start chest compressions. 
They should be administered 
with clasped hands on the lower 
third of the sternum and should 
be forceful and relatively quick. 
After 30 chest compressions, the 
responder will give the patient 
two breaths (with a face mask), 

and then return to compressions. 
The 30:2 compressions to breaths 
ratio will be continued until they 
are relieved by another responder 
or the AED arrives. 

The AED is connected to the 
patient’s chest through two pads 
that must go on either side of the 
heart. It will evaluate the heart’s 
activity and instruct the re-
sponder to administer an electri-
cal shock or not. If the AED says 
“shock advised” the responder 
must yell “Clear! Everybody 
Clear!” to make sure no one is 

touching the patient. By pressing 
a red button, the responder can 
easily administer the AED shock 
that will hopefully restore the 
heart’s normal functioning and 
save the patient’s life.

How to get involved
If you are interested in vol-

unteering or getting certified 
in CPR, you can contact your 
local ambulance corps (LMVAC: 
845-439-4150) or the American 
Heart Association (cpr.heart.org, 
1-800-242-8721). SUNY Sullivan 
offers an Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) Refresher Class 
and an EMT Basic Course (info@
sunysullivan.edu, 1-845-434-
5750).

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14E

Captain Ralph Bressler of the 
Livingston Manor Volunteer 

Ambulance Corps

Ralph Bressler demonstrates the use of an Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) and a Lund University Cardiopulmonary Assist System (LUCAS) during 
a CPR training session.
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I t’s midnight on Route 17B and 
a Sheriff’s Deputy has just 
pulled over a car for speeding. 

As the officer approaches the car 
she notices a handgun sitting on 
the seat.

What should she do?
Although that question has 

probably been reviewed during 
training, the Sheriff’s Dept. can 
now put officers through real-life 
scenarios such as that to insure 
their skills are sharp and they are 
observing what they see.

Thanks to a $35,000 grant from 
Homeland Security, the Sheriff’s 
Dept. purchased the M.I.L.O. 
training system, which offers 

hundreds of different situations 
an officer might encounter in the 
field.

M.I.L.O. – Multiple Interactive 
Learning Objectices –is a training 
system which enables local law 
enforcement to practice their 
de-escalation skills as well as 
prepare an officer for potential 
armed encounters in a safe and 
controlled environment.

On Monday, Deputy Daiana 
Doran, a member of the Sheriff’s 
Dept. since last June, was put 
through several tests by Sheriff’s 
Dept. Training Officer, Corporal 

M.I.L.O. training helps sharpen Sheriffs’  
and police officers’ skills

STORY AND PHOTOS BY FRED STABBERT III

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20E

Last Monday, members of the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Dept. in Monticello and the 
Monticello Police Dept. demonstrated the use of the M.I.L.O. training system.  From 
the left are Deputy Daiana Doran, Monticello Police Chief David Lindsay, Det. Chris 

Valastro and Corporal Brian Kelting, Director of Training. Below, is the M.I.L.O. sys-
tem, with the computer and screen.
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Tarry Brae
434-2620

Tarry Brae
434-2620

Lochmor
434-1257
Lochmor
434-1257

“Great Golf at Great Rates”“Great Golf at Great Rates”
Spectacular Courses & Views

Located in the Beautiful Catskills
Great Mountain Golf

Call for Rates & Details

Spectacular Courses & Views
Located in the Beautiful Catskills

Great Mountain Golf
Call for Rates & Details

• Weekday & Afternoon Specials
• Both courses located in the Town of Fallsburg

• Tournaments & Outings Welcome

Visit us on the Web   www.tarrybrae.com 12
14
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LIBERTY
SERVICE CENTER, INC.

FOREIGN REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
SINCE 1974

NYS INSPECTIONS

Ken Emery
Certified Master Automobile Technician

4 Oak Street, Liberty, NY 12754
(845) 292-6334 • Fax: (845) 292-2873
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Brian Kelting, and Detective Chris 
Valastro.

Kelting and Valastro are also 
Certified Firearms Instructors.

In the scenario where Deputy 
Doran had pulled over a car, she 
used a flashlight to look into the 

vehicle. Spotting a handgun on 
the front seat she asked the driver 
to identify herself.

The driver pulled out her badge 
and Deputy Doran then realized 
she was a police officer.

“There are hundreds of 
scenarios available,” Kelting said. 
“There is a lot of versatility. We 

can make it so officers have to 
reload their firearm to make the 
training as realistic as possible.”

Kelting also coaches the officers 
following each scenario to see 
if there were better ways of 
handling each situation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18E

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22E

The M.I.L.O. sys-
tem also comes 
equipped with 
a flashlight so 
officers can sim-
ulate night-time 
encounters. “The 
flashlight inte-
grates with the 
screen,” Corporal 
Kelting said. This 
scenario teaches 
officers had to 
keep safe while 
securing a firearm 
that is visible on 
the seat.

Monticello Police 
Chief David 
Lindsay tests his 
accuracy and 
speed with this 
scenario. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. 
purchased the 
exact handguns 
that each police 
department in 
Sullivan County 
uses to make 
the practice that 
much more real-
istic.

Sheriff Deputy 
Doran practices 
de-esculation 
with this scenario 
of a woman 
holding a hand-
gun outside her 
house.
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Thank you to all 
of our first responders 

for all you do 
for our community!
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QUALITY & PRIDE BACK IN AMERICA

(845)932-8111 or (570)251-9990
or visit AEgenerators.com

The security and comfort
of Home Back up Power

is now more
affordable than ever.
Give us a call today

for a free
in home consult.

All phases of electrical work
Line Extension & Bucket Truck Service

Trusted & Dependable Electrical Contractors for 30+ Years
LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL73064
74285
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We thank all our 
Emergency Services for 

their hardwork, dedication 
& committment to our 

Communities.

Bennett Lawn & Log LLC
SMALL ENGINE SPECIALIST

SALES & SERVICE FOR

Briggs & Stratton • Tecumseh • Kohler 
Masport •  Husqvarna • Stihl

Kawasaki • Honda Engines and more

(607) 637-2277

13
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Bruce 
Bennett

We thank our
 

Emergency Services 

for all that 
they do!

Come shop at the 

Read It Again Bookstore 
located on 63 North Street in Monticello and

Most hardcovers are $1.50      
Paperbacks are   $ .75   

Children’s books are $.50.
Unusual or rare books are priced individually.  

For more info call 794-0017
All proceeds go to Literacy Volunteers of Sullivan County 

Check out our sales on www.literacysullivan.org 

LVOA-123507

17100

Thank You to our Emergency Responders
for Your Dedication to the Community!

Come shop at the 

Read It Again Bookstore 
located on 63 North Street in Monticello and

Most hardcovers are $1.50      
Paperbacks are   $ .75   

Children’s books are $.50.
Unusual or rare books are priced individually.  

For more info call 794-0017
All proceeds go to Literacy Volunteers of Sullivan County 

Check out our sales on www.literacysullivan.org 

LVOA-123507

17100
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V I L LA R O M A . C O M
8 4 5 - 8 8 7- 4 8 8 1  X  7 5 0 3

Flex Appeal Gym at Villa Roma is a spacious, clean 6,000 square 
foot facility featuring treadmills and stationary bikes for cardio 
workouts, machine weight stations, free weights and classes. 
We offer the lowest monthly membership fees in the area. 
Members enjoy access to our indoor racquetball courts and pool. 

Get Fit 
for Life 
– for less

3 Months for $65/mo
12 Months 

- SAVE Even More!

/mo$25
V I L LA R O M A . C O M
8 4 5 - 8 8 7- 4 8 8 1  X  7 5 0 3

Flex Appeal Gym at Villa Roma is a spacious, clean 6,000 square 
foot facility featuring treadmills and stationary bikes for cardio 
workouts, machine weight stations, free weights and classes. 
We offer the lowest monthly membership fees in the area. 
Members enjoy access to our indoor racquetball courts and pool. 

Get Fit 
for Life 
– for less

3 Months for $65/mo
12 Months 

- SAVE Even More!

/mo$25

125404

$30/mo

3 Months for $75/mo
12 Months

-SAVE Even More!

.



The virtual training includes 
real-life movies projected onto 
a screen and officers holding 
a gun which resembles their 
own handgun, but shoots lasers 
instead of bullets.

“This training is a testament to 
the culture of innovation in the 
Sheriff’s Dept.,” Sullivan County 
Public Safety Commissioner 
Scott Schulte said. “It’s available 
to any police department in the 
county and demonstrates a great 

collaboration of services. 
“We ordered their [each police 

department’s] guns which shows 
forward thinking,” Schulte said. 
“We can leverage constant and 
repeated training as often as we 
need to.”

Sheriff Michael Schiff agreed.
“This program helps us to find 

the problems,” Schiff said. “We 
are always looking at what we 
need to fix. All the scenarios in 
M.I.L.O. are designed to show the 
weak spots.

“Learning how to do it better,” 

Schiff said. “That’s what we want 
from our department.”

Schulte added, “You can go the 
range and shoot perfectly [but] 
this brings reality home. This 
becomes second nature.

“It’s a great opportunity that our 
officers have this experience to 
train,” he said. “They can practice 
a myriad of situations, and there 
are no injuries.”

Monticello Police Chief David 
Lindsay was on hand Monday 
to go through several scenarios 
himself.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22E
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We thank our emergency services for always being there for us.
Be sure to take a safety training course. safety

passengers

Riding Lessons
Clinics

Boarding
APHA Professional Horseman

CHA & PATH CERTIFIED RIDING INSTRUCTOR

Divine Corners, NY

(845) 796-8753 13
14

37

Proudly respresenting the Loch Sheldrake FD,
Maple Woods Farm Congratulates Monticello FD on 150 Years!

Maple Woods Farm
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While Cpl. Brian Kelting pulls up the program, Deputy Doran gets in position to go through the first scenario.



131577

MARCH 2025 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT 911    23E

1998 St. Route 17B, 
Bethel, NY
Call for 
availabilities
845.583.6626

All The Convenience And Security You Need

13
16
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NEW CUSTOMERS! Bring this ad to receive...

2 Free Months!!

Outdoor & 
Indoor Storage

√ 24-Hour Access
√ Great Customer Service
√ Variety of Unit Sizes Available
√ State of the Art Security 
 Camera System
√ Security gate with keypad entry

√ Brand New Indoor Building 
 and Drive-Up Access
√ Competitive Pricing Options 
 to meet your needs
√ Online Bill Pay and AutoPay Options

Good thru June 30, 2025

BISLAND AGENCY INC.
GENERAL INSURANCE
1681 Forestburgh Rd, Glen Spey, NY 12737
845-856-6180

We thank all our First Responders
for your time and dedication to our communities. 13

12
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Brian McPhillips
District 3 Legislator
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Thank You to ALL the First Responders
& Emergency Services for all you do 
for our community!

845-292-3629 www.hunterlakecampground.com8888884444455555--22222999992222---333366666222299999 wwwwwww w.w.huhuhuntntntererlalalakekekekecacampmpppgrgrgg ououo ndndnd.c.comomom845-292-3629 www.hunterlakecampground.com

85 Acre Spring-Fed Lake
Great fi shing

Ice
Wooded Sites

Swimming & Boating
Laundry

Recreation Hall
Camp Store

Free Hot Showers
Firewood

Full Hookups
Dump Station

Sports Oriented

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Seasonal Sites Available

Mother’s Day to Columbus Day

Tired of the hustle & bustle?
RELAX WITH US!

2.5 Hours from N.Y.C.
Rte 17 

(Quickway) Exit 98
124 Hunter Lake Dr., 

Parksville, NY

11
14
37

HUNTER LAKE CAMPGROUNDHUNTER LAKE CAMPGROUND
Nature at its Best!

Thank you
to all our

fi rst responders!

Thank you
to all our

fi rst responders!

TREE CARE AND REMOVAL
TRIMMING • REMOVAL • CABLING • FULLY INSURED

Safe and reliable • Prompt • Effi cient
Thorough • Reasonable

Call/email for appointment and free estimate

Treestalkers Tree Care LLC
63 Menges Road/PO Box 679, Youngsville, NY 12791

(845) 482-2146 • thetreestalkers@gmail.com

12
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50%
Female-Owned

We appreciate all our Emergency Services for 
their time & dedication to our communities.
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E llenville Regional Hospital (ERH) 
proudly represented the community 
at the Annual American Physical 

Therapy Association (APTA) Combined 
Sections Meeting, held February 12-15, 
in Houston. With over 16,000 physical 
therapists and physical therapy assistants 
attending nationwide, the event marked a 
significant gathering in the physical therapy 
profession.

During the conference, ERH’s team 
presented their pioneering Outpatient 
COVID Program and the innovative clinical 
protocols they’ve developed specifically to 

treat patients experiencing Long COVID. 
These protocols position Ellenville Regional 
Hospital as a national leader in effectively 
managing and rehabilitating individuals 
facing persistent COVID symptoms.

“Our presence at the APTA conference 
underscores our commitment to advancing 
healthcare through research and clinical 
innovation,” said Theresa Aversano, Director, 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
representing ERH at the event. “We’re 
dedicated to sharing knowledge that 
improves patient outcomes nationwide.”

ERH team members also participated in 

several continuing education courses at the 
conference, including critical sessions on 
Long COVID, heart failure management, 
updated clinical practice guidelines, and 
medical documentation.

Looking ahead, Ellenville Regional 
Hospital is preparing to publish their COVID 
treatment protocols in the prestigious APTA 
Rehabilitation Journal, aiming to expand the 
reach and impact of their groundbreaking 
work.

For more information about Ellenville 
Regional Hospital and their innovative 
healthcare programs, visit ERHNY.org

Ellenville Regional Hospital presents innovative 
outpatient COVID program at  

National Conference

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Theresa Aversano, Director, Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (right) and Jessica Whelan, Assistant Manager, Rehabilitation Services (left)
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A special thank you from all of us at French 
Woods Festival of the Performing Arts summer 
camp to all of the emergency workers of 
the county. Your dedication, hard work and 
responsiveness are greatly appreciated.
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In Memory of Jerry Lester
June 22, 1949 - December 30, 2001
A dedicated fi refi ghter, father, and friend.

DELAWARE VALLEY
OIL, INC.

Family owned and operated
570-224-4141   877-887-6090    845-887-6090
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Thank you to our fi rst responders & 
emergency services for your dedication & 

commitment to our communities.

1-800-588-5051 • 845-434-5051

Sullivan County’s 
Own . . .

A “Big Thanks” 
to all the Emergency Personnel!

111550

130765

• Fire

• Burglar

• CCTV-IP-HD

• Telephone System

• VOIP Telephone Services

• Medical Alert

• Home Theatre

• Structure Cable

• Card Access System

• Monitoring

Our Family Protecting 
Your Family
Since 1960
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16
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This ad size is 5” x  5.2”
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Set the thermostat where you want 
for a more comfortable home.

The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Outdoor Wood Furnace

The Classic Edge HDX is 
U.S. EPA Certified

• More Comfort - Thermostatically 
controlled wood heat.

• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and 
eliminate the dangers associated with 
indoor wood heating.

• Save Money - Wood is a renewable,
inexpensive and often free energy source.

• Durability - Long-lasting, stainless 
steel firebox.
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CentralBoiler.com

Eliminate High Heating Bills!

16-1501

All Classic Edge outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems. It’s important that your 
outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed. See your local dealer for more information.

Halloran
Outdoor 
Boilers

Phone/Text - 845-594-7504
(24 Hours A Day)

email: halloranoutdoorboilers@gmail.com

~ Sales & Service ~
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To our First Responders and All our Emergency Service, 
We Thank You for Your Dedication, Commitment, Hardwork, 

and Sacrifices you give to our communities every day.

Eliminate High 
Heating Bills!

10
09
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Barriger & Company, Inc.
Linda Barriger

Financial Advisor
Bridgeville Office Center

196 Bridgeville Road, Monticello, NY 12701 • (845) 791-6600
www.barrigerandcompany.com

We are a full-service brokerage firm committed 
to helping people pursue their financial goals. We offer a wide range 

of financial services including managed accounts.

Securities and Advisory services offered through Prospera Financial Services, Inc. | Member FINRA/SIPC.10
12
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Thank You to All Emergency Responders for Your Dedication!

Garnet Health, a leader in 
comprehensive cardiac 
care in the Hudson 

Valley, announces yet another 
cutting-edge technology for 
advanced heart care. Farapulse, 
now available at Garnet Health 
Medical Center, is an innovative 
pulsed fi eld ablation (PFA) system 
that is transforming the treatment 
of atrial fi brillation (AFib) by 
providing a safer, more precise, 
minimally invasive solution. 

This pulsed fi eld 
ablation system is 
transforming the 
treatment of atrial 
fi brillation

Garnet Health offers innovative treatment for AFib

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Pictured, left to right, are Chris Keefer, CVT; Mike Maggi, RN; Eric Tracy, Boston Scientifi c EP Clinical Manager; Stan Youmans, CVT; 
Dr. Paul Eugenio, Electrophysiology Medical Director; Chris Sabatello, Boston Scientifi c – AF Solutions Territory Manager; Katrina 
Grandolfo, NP Clinical Program Manager; and Matt Esposito, RN.
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Visit Us At:  www.klingerpowersports.com

ATVs, Mule UVs, Teryx, Dirt Bikes, Motorcycles,

Can Am Spyders/Rykers, Snowmobiles & Trailers

95
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Fuel Oil • Kerosene • Driveways Built
Oil & Chip • Septic Systems • Drainage Roads Built

Driveway Plowing & Sanding
PO Box 255, Claryville, NY 12725   (845) 985-2231  Fax (845) 985-0186   suesheeley@gmail.com
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NEVERSINK RIVER CAMPGROUND
Woodbourne • 434-8926

THANK YOU TO ALL EMERGENCY
RESPONDERS FOR YOUR

HARD WORK AND DEDICATION!

From your Friends at

THANK YOU TO ALL EMERGENCY 
RESPONDERS FOR YOUR 

HARD WORK AND DEDICATION!
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Thanks to our first responders.
Our own First Responder

John Poliseno
Roscoe-Rockland Fire Department 

The Fightin’ 29

917-304-3460 | anjonprop@gmail.com
Hamilton

2547 State Route 12b, 
Hamilton, 13346 

315-824-8989

Roscoe
53 Stewart Ave., 

Roscoe, NY 12776
845-397-193713
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38

Available throughout the
Mid-Hudson and Catskills at Peck’s Markets, Main Street Farm, 

Neversink General Store, Soons Orchards, Emmanuel’s Marketplace and Fishkill Farms

Catskill Mountain
Sugar House, LLC

845-985-7815

10 Sugarhouse Lane, Grahamsville, NY 12740

Producers of maple syrup, maple cream & sugar

Supplying local vendors year-round

101037

Garnet Health, a leader in 
comprehensive cardiac 
care in the Hudson 

Valley, announces yet another 
cutting-edge technology for 
advanced heart care. Farapulse, 
now available at Garnet Health 
Medical Center, is an innovative 
pulsed fi eld ablation (PFA) system 
that is transforming the treatment 
of atrial fi brillation (AFib) by 
providing a safer, more precise, 
minimally invasive solution. 

AFib is a common heart-rhythm 
problem where the heart beats 
irregularly and too fast. If left 
untreated, it can lead to serious 
health conditions such as an 
increased risk of stroke or heart 
failure. Traditional ablation 
procedures use heat (radio 
frequency) or cold (cryoablation) 
to destroy the problematic 
heart tissue causing AFib. While 
effective, these methods carry 
risks of damaging surrounding 
structures. PFA targets irregular 
heart rhythms with unparalleled 
accuracy, using short, high-
energy, nonthermal electrical 
pulses to selectively target and 
disable the faulty heart cells 
causing AFib—thus reducing the 
risk of damage to surrounding 
tissue and organs.

“Patients treated for AFib 
via the pulsed fi eld ablation 
procedure can look forward to 
faster recovery time, improved 
outcomes and a renewed quality 

of life,” explained Paul Eugenio, 
MD, Garnet Health Medical 
Center Electrophysiology Medical 
Director. “We are excited to bring 
this groundbreaking treatment 
to our community, ensuring 
patients receive the best possible 
care, close to home.” 

In both Orange and Sullivan 
counties, heart disease continues 
to be a leading cause of 
death. Garnet Health remains 
committed to expanding on 
its award-winning heart care 
program, bringing only the very 
best cardiac care to the Hudson 
Valley region.

Learn more about this 
innovative procedure at 
garnethealth.org/pfa. If you 
are concerned about your 
heart health, please see your 
cardiologist. If you need 
a cardiologist, call Garnet 
Health Doctors Cardiology in 
Middletown at (845) 333-7575, or 
in Harris at (845) 333-8909.

This pulsed fi eld 
ablation system is 
transforming the 
treatment of atrial 
fi brillation



Proud Supporters of
Sullivan County’s

Emergency Service &
Urgent Care Providers

for Your Dedication 
to Our Communities

NewHopeCommunity.org
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Th ank You to our First Responders!

East End Auto Repair
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Fred Franke & John Hynes, owners
36 State Rt 52, Woodbourne, NY   845-436-8689

Check Out our LOW Tire PRICES!
Discover, Mastercard & VISA Accepted 12

07
02

Open Daily 11AM-9PM

10 So. Main St., Liberty, NY 12754

(845) 292-7510

(845)292-7511

WE
DELIVER!

EVERYDAY SPECIAL
$2600

2 Large
Pies

+ Tax

13
15
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Thank You to All our 
Emergency & 1st Responders!

Garnet Health recently 
announced the recipients 
of the 2024 Employees of 

the Year Award: Destiny Arroyo 
and Enrique “Rick” Rodriguez. 
Destiny is a medical assistant 
at Garnet Health Doctors’ 
Monticello location, and Rick is 
a courier for the health system. 
Both Destiny and Rick exemplify 
Garnet Health’s core values of 
compassion, excellence and 
dedication. 

“At Garnet Health, we take 
great pride in recognizing the 
dedication and excellence of our 
team members,” said Jonathan 
Schiller, Garnet Health president 
and CEO. “I am proud to honor 
Destiny and Rick, who have 
gone above and beyond in their 
commitment to patient care, 
teamwork and service to our 
community.” 

Destiny Arroyo, Medical 
Assistant, Garnet Health 
Doctors – Monticello

Destiny’s relentless dedication 
to her patients is nothing 
short of extraordinary. When a 
patient faced multiple obstacles 
in obtaining the necessary 
compression devices, Destiny 
refused to give up. She spent 
weeks searching for a vendor, 
making countless phone calls, 
coordinating orders, providing 
clinical details and ensuring 
the patient was informed every 
step of the way. Thanks to 
Destiny’s persistence, the patient 
received the much-needed 
devices, covered by insurance, 
and was able to continue 
treatment. Destiny’s unwavering 
commitment and patient-
centered approach truly embody 
the spirit of Garnet Health. 

Enrique “Rick” Rodriguez, 
Courier, Courier Services, Garnet 
Health Medical Center

Rick is the kind of person who 
makes things happen—and 
always with a smile. His flexibility 

Garnet Health 
announces 
Employees  
of the Year 

Award
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24
HOURS

PRESTIGE TOWING &
RECOVERY
845-794-8522

HEAVY DUTY TOWING
LIGHTY DUTY TOWING
ROAD SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
COLLISION REPAIR
TRUCK REPAIR
ACCIDENT RECOVERY

Services We Offer :

WWW.PRESTIGE-TOWING.COM
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

SEAN BROOKS
PRESIDENT

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA

PRESTIGE TOWING &
RECOVERY
845-794-8522

HEAVAVA YVYV DUTYTYT TOWING
LIGHTYTYT DUTYTYT TOWING
ROROR AOAO D SERVRVR ICE
AUTO REPAPAP IR
COLLISION REPAPAP IR
TRUCK REPAPAP IR
ACACA CIDENT RECOVOVO ERYRYR

Services We Offer :

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA
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24
HOURS

WWWWW WWWW .PRESTI
VISIT OUR WEBSIT

GE
TE

E-TOWING.COM
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Thank you to our First Responders & 
Emergency Services for the outstanding 
work they perform every day!

Thank you for all that you do!
Fallsburg Library

http://fallsburglibrary.org
12 Railroad Plaza

South Fallsburg, NY 12779
Phone: 845-436-6067

Fax: 845-434-1254

13
11

04

845-657-7283
345 Upper Samsonville Rd., Olivebridge, NY 12461

REMEDIATION • WATER DAMAGE 
RESTORATION

DEEP STEAM VAPOR CLEANING & 
SANITIZATION

HUMIDEX AIR VENTILATION

12
16

38

& Construction Construction 
& Remodeling& Remodeling

CLOSED CELL FOAM 
INSULATION • ATTICS

BASEMENTS • NEW & OLD 
CONSTRUCTION • VAPOR 

BARRIER

HUDSON VALLEY GREEN CLEANER

and willingness to go the extra 
mile make him an essential part of 
Garnet Health. From coordinating 
deliveries for the Beyond the Walls 
holiday community collection 
efforts to delivering thousands 
of pounds of food for the Food 
Farmacy, Rick’s dedication is 
unmatched. Without his support, 
many of Garnet Health’s most 
impactful community initiatives 

would not be as successful. He 
plays a critical role in ensuring 
patients receive essential 
resources to aid in their recovery 
after discharge. Rick’s kindness, 
diligence and selfless service is 
inspiring to all.

Each example is just one of 
many for these two honorees. 
Their kindness, compassion 
and hospitality toward all they 
come in contact with provide an 
environment that patients and 
their families appreciate.   

Employees of the Year are 
selected from among the 12 
Employees of the Month at Garnet 
Health Medical Center – Catskills 
and 12 Employees of the Month at 
Garnet Health Medical Center.

Anyone can nominate a Garnet 
Health employee, volunteer, 
provider or department for 
an award by emailing us at 
BEEaward@garnethealth.org. 
To join our team, visit careers.
garnethealth.org. 

Garnet Health is a New York 
State not-for-profit corporation 
headquartered in Middletown, 
New York, approximately 60 miles 
northwest of New York City. It is 
the corporate parent of Garnet 
Health Medical Center, Garnet 
Health Medical Center – Catskills, 
Garnet Health Doctors, Garnet 
Health Urgent Care, Garnet Health 
Foundation and Garnet Health 

Foundation – Catskills. Garnet 
Health is dedicated to developing 
specialty services, medical 
programs and needed healthcare 
services that allow residents to 
remain close to home to receive 
quality care.

Providing healthcare to over 
500,000 residents in Orange, 
Sullivan and Ulster counties, 
Garnet Health was designed to 
improve the quality, stability and 
efficiency of healthcare services 
in the mid-Hudson and Catskills 
region. Garnet Health employs 
more than 4,000 professionals and 
over 850 medical staff members. 
An academic affiliate of the 
Touro College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Garnet Health retains 
compassionate professionals 
who continually strive toward 
the hospital’s mission to improve 
the health of our community by 
providing exceptional healthcare. 
To learn more about Garnet 
Health, visit garnethealth.org

Destiny Arroyo Enrique “Rick” Rodriguez
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F I R E  D E PA RT M E N T S  &  T H E I R  C H I E F S

Beaverkill Valley FD
1524 Beaverkill Rd.
Lew Beach, NY 12758
Hank Wolcott • 439-4199

Bloomingburg Fire Company
117 Godfrey Rd., PO Box 274
Bloomingburg, NY 12721
Justin Arnold • N/A

Callicoon Vol. FD
9305 Route 97, PO Box 806
Callicoon, NY 12723
Willie Maxwell • 887-4233

Callicoon Center FD
1669 Gulf Rd., PO Box 39
Callicoon Center, NY 12724
Gary Brockner • 482-3020

Claryville Vol. FD
1500 Denning Rd., PO Box 146
Claryville, NY 12725
Paul Metzger • 985-7270

Fallsburg FD
10 Railroad Plaza, PO Box 649
South Fallsburg, NY 12779
Jordan Kozachuk • 434-2008

Forestburgh Fire Company No. 1
2539 State Route 42, PO Box 61
Forestburgh, NY 12777
Todd Petrowsky Jr. • 794-7899

Grahamsville FD
205 Main St., PO Box 331
Grahamsville, NY 12740
Michael Kelly • 985-2260

Hankins-Fremont Center FD
20 Newman Hill Rd., PO Box 164
Hankins, NY 12741
Chris Berner • 887-2028

Highland Lake FD
144 Highland Rd., PO Box 65
Highland Lake, NY 12743
Warren Wagner • 557-8788

Hortonville Fire Company
100 Main St., PO Box 71
Hortonville, NY 12745
Kurt Buddenhagen • 887-5177

Hurleyville Fire Company
166 Main St., PO Box 357
Hurleyville, NY 12747
Charles Payne  • 434-4161
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Info courtesy of Sullivan County website. The phone numbers are direct lines to the firehouses. In case of emergency, please dial 911.

Rebecca L. Rhodes, EA
happytaxes95@gmail.com

200 Mueller Rd., • Cochecton, NY 12726-5132 • voice 845.482.3854 • fax 845.482.5894 12
11

69

Thank you to all our Emergency Service Providers
for being there when we need you!

Thank You to our 1st Responders 
& Emergency  Services!

Your favorite cocktails, 
brews, wines and spirits

Lunch • Dinner
Drinks • Coffee

Take-Out

10 School Street, Liberty, NY 12754
845-747-9969

Open 6 days a week
11 am - 10 pm • Closed Tuesdays11

17
02

Fosterdale Equipment Corp.
3137 Rt. 17B, Cochecton, NY 12726

845-932-8611 • www.FosterdaleEquipment.com

To All Our Fire & Emergency Personnel...
We Thank You!!!

11
17

70
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F I R E  D E PA RT M E N T S  &  T H E I R  C H I E F S
Jeffersonville FD
4903 State Route 52, PO Box 610
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
Joseph Mall • 482-4202

Kauneonga Lake E&H
3574 State Route 55, PO Box 411
Kauneonga Lake, NY 12749
Tim Blais • 583-4700

Kenoza Lake FD
485 Old Taylor Rd., PO Box 51
Kenoza Lake, NY 12750
George Slater • 482-5676

Lake Huntington Fire Company
70 County Rd 116, PO Box 112
Lake Huntington, NY 12752
Mike Pomes • 932-8444

Lava Volunteer FD
7898 Route 52, PO Box 456
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
David Casey • 252-3375

Liberty FD
256 Sprague Ave.
Liberty, NY 12754
Beat Birrer • 295-0236

Livingston Manor FD
93 Main St., PO Box 867
Livingston Manor, NY 12758
Robert Trotti • 439-4490

Long Eddy FD
4 Church St., PO Box 73
Long Eddy, NY 12760
Vacant • 887-5920

Loch Sheldrake FD
1280 State Route 52, PO Box 1005
Loch Sheldrake, NY 12759
Pete Carey • 434-2710

Lumberland FD
1088 County Route 31, PO Box 91
Glen Spey, NY 12737
Eric Robles • 856-2041

Monticello FD
23 Richardson Avenue
Monticello, NY 12701
Jon Wells • 794-6330

Mountaindale Fire Company
132 Main St., PO Box 49
Mountaindale, NY 12763
Andrew Millman • 434-3425
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548 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

845-794-2735
scbr@sullivanbor.com

sullivancountyboardofrealtors.com

The Sullivan County Board of Realtors, Inc., 
would like to take the time to Congratulate our 

Monticello Fire Department on their 150th Anniversary 
and to thank all our First Responders and Essential 

Workers who give their all, every day!

Thank You!

13
15

97

845-292-2686

11
17

15

Thank you to all our emergency services and to 
those who volunteer on our local Fire Departments 

and Ambulance Corps for your dedication 
and hard work to our communities.

Thank you for the sacrifi ces that you make every day 
to be there when we need you.

845-887-5350
Open 6 days a week

M-F 9-4  Sat 9-1
Callicoon, N.Y. 12723 JOHN H. ESCHENBERG INC.

We have the parts, the products, the service!

JohnEschenberg.com

Thank You for Shopping Locally and Helping to Make our Community Strong. 
Serving our Community Since 1947 • We Service Everything We Sell.  

Chainsaws, 
Trimmers, Blowers, 
Stone saws, Hedge 
trimmers, Battery 

powered equipment, 
Hand tools, 

pressure washers 
and safety apparel

Serving our community since 1947 • We service all Stihl equipment and only warranty what we sell.

M-F 8-5 • Sat 8-1

Happy 
Father’s 

Day!

Chainsaws,
Trimmers, 
Blowers, 

Stone Saws, 
Hedge Trimmers, 
Hand Tools, and 
Safety Apparel

845-887-5350
Open 6 days a week

M-F 9-4  Sat 9-1
Callicoon, N.Y. 12723 JOHN H. ESCHENBERG INC.

We have the parts, the products, the service!

JohnEschenberg.com

Thank You for Shopping Locally and Helping to Make our Community Strong. 
Serving our Community Since 1947 • We Service Everything We Sell.  

Chainsaws, 
Trimmers, Blowers, 
Stone saws, Hedge 
trimmers, Battery 

powered equipment, 
Hand tools, 

pressure washers 
and safety apparel

Serving our community since 1947 • We service all Stihl equipment and only warranty what we sell.

M-F 8-5 • Sat 8-1

Happy 
Father’s 

Day!

Chainsaws,
Trimmers, 
Blowers, 

Stone Saws, 
Hedge Trimmers, 
Hand Tools, and 
Safety Apparel

13
07
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Thank You for Shopping Locally and Helping to Make our Community Strong.
Serving our community since 1947.• We sell & service Stihl equipment and warranty what we sell.

Chainsaws, Trimmers, 
Blowers, Stone Saws,

Hedge Trimmers,
Battery Powered Equipment,

Hand Tools, Pressure Washers
and Safety Apparel

JohnEschenberg.com
845-887-5350

Open 6 days a week
M-F 8-4:30 • Sat 8-1
Callicoon, N.Y. 12723

We appreciate
 & thank our Emergency 

Services!



32E   911 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT MARCH 2025

232

Narrowsburg Fire Company
203 Bridge St., PO Box 184
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
David Casey • 252-3328

Neversink FD
7486 State Route 55, PO Box 627
Neversink, NY 12765
Russ Turner • 985-7198

North Branch FD
20 North Branch-Callicoon Center  

   Rd., PO Box 28
North Branch, NY 12766
Gary Ziegler • 482-5134

Rock Hill FD
61 Glen Wild Rd., PO Box 116
Rock Hill, NY 12775
Brian Soller • 794-8961

Roscoe/Rockland FD
1964 Old Route 17, PO Box 401
Roscoe, NY 12776
Nate Routledge • 607-498-4292

Smallwood/Mongaup Valley FD
181 Ballard Rd., PO Box 28
Smallwood, NY 12778
Charlie Kalinowski  • 583-5487

Summitville FD
3978 Route 209., PO Box 296
Summitville, NY 12781
Craig Blakesley • 888-5531

Swan Lake FD
52 Stanton Corners Rd., PO Box 130
Swan Lake, NY 12783
Tim Eronimous • 292-6918

Westbrookville Vol. FD
39 Pine Kill Rd., PO Box 182
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Warren Bloom • 754-8848

White Lake Fire Company
1596 State Route 17B, PO Box 51
White Lake, NY 12786
Shane Cunningham • 583-5170

White Sulphur Springs FD
3352 State Route 52, PO Box 86
White Sulphur Springs, NY 12787
Eric Bradley • 292-5468

Woodbourne FD
355 Firehouse Rd., PO Box 45
Woodbourne, NY 12788
James Tavromina • 434-6763
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We honor and thank 
our community’s 

frontline workers 
and first responders!

With gratitude for your service, 

SYDA Foundation
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13
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Locally Owned & Operated
Brakes • Shocks • Tires • Exhaust

AC Services • Computer Diagnostics
Alignments • Transmissions

Regular Maintenance
Certi� ed NYS Inspection Station

188 Lake Street • Liberty, NY 12754
CALL US TODAY!  845-292-4808

Foreign & Domestic
AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE
and Complete COLLISION REPAIR
& BODY PAINTING

THALMANN’S
SERVICE CENTERCOME SEE US
FOR ALL
YOUR AUTO
SERVICE NEEDS!

FOREIGN and DOMESTIC • Full Auto Body Repairs
Locally Owned & Operated

– Our Services –
Collision •Brakes • Shocks • Exhaust • AC Service

Bake Booth • Computer Diagnostics
Complete Fluid Flushes by BG

Alignments with Car Aligner Measuring System
--  NYS Inspections --

188 Lake Street • Liberty, NY 12754
CALL US TODAY! 845-292-4808 12

52
0

THALMANN’S
S E R V I C E  C E N T E R

Collision Repair
Available& BODY PAINTING

Thank you to all our Emergency 
Personnel and First Responders 

for your service to our community!!

F I R E  D E PA RT M E N T S  &  T H E I R  C H I E F S
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Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 

8am - 9pm

Sunday 
9am - 7pm

1939 State Rt. 52, 
Liberty, NY

(845) 292-0712 
www.tractorsupply.com

11
95
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109 DEBRUCE RD, LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 12758
845-439-4476 • THEFURFINFEATHER.COM

OPEN EVERYDAY FROM 9AM - 5PM

FUR FIN & FEATHER
S P O R T  S H O P

Serving Sullivan County Sportsmen for over 46 years.

Black Powder 
Guns & Accessories
Camping & Trapping 

Supplies

Rifl es, Shotguns 
& Handguns

BOUGHT, SOLD & TRADED
Bow & Gun Accessories & Ammo

Custom Tied Flies 
& Fly Fishing 
Accessories

Over 200 Firearms
IN STOCK

Rod & Reel 
Combo

13
15

29

Bait 
& Tackle

ThankYou!

Blustein, Shapiro, 
Frank & Barone

Barbara A. Garigliano,
Managing Partner

We are Grateful 
for All our 

Emergency Workers!

Congratulations 
to the Monticello F.D.

on 150 Years!

Sullivan County 
and Catskills Office

449 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010
Fax 845/796-1040

13
05
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Thank You to All
Emergency Responders!

August
15th-17th

13
06
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See you 
at the

Grahamsville
Little World’s 

Fair!

F I R E  D E PA RT M E N T S  &  T H E I R  C H I E F S
Woodridge FD
2 Green St., PO Box 683
Woodridge, NY 12789
Nolan Ackerley • 434-6893

Wurtsboro FD
54 Pine St., PO Box 457
Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Rusty Russo • 888-4611

Youngsville FD
PO Box 78
Youngsville, NY 12791
Kenny Abplanalp • 482-3600

Yulan FD
216 Airport Rd., PO Box 127
Yulan, NY 12792
Tim Schadt • 557-8483
 

JEANNE SAGER | DEMOCRAT
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JEANNE SAGER | DEMOCRAT

OPEN 7 DAYS • MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
ACCEPTED & ACE REWARDS

1966 ROUTE 52 EAST, LIBERTY, NY, 12754
WWW.ACETRADINGPOST.COM845.292.4300 • 

100’s of Dollar Items & Closeout
Merchandise

11
12

25

• Housewares
• Tools/Craftsman
• Cabot, Ready Seal, Flood, Stains
• Ace Paints
• Benjamin Moore Paints
• Clark & Kensington Paints
• Sporting Goods
• Magnolia Home Paints
• Traeger Wood Fired Grills
• EGO Battery Powered Outdoor 
 Equipment
• Pool Supplies

• Plumbing
• Keys Made
• Clothes & Bedding 
 Closeouts
• Automotive
• Electrical
• Outdoor Furniture
• YETI Coolers
•  Weber Grills
• Toys
• Lawn & Garden Supplies

It’s DEFINITELY worth the trip from anywhere!!

Liberty

Joseph Gottlieb, P.E., P.C.
Consulting Engineer

Tel. (845) 794-5506 • Fax (845) 794-5520
PO Box 76,

Monticello, New York 12701-0076

Congratulations to the Members of the 
Monticello Fire Department on your 150th Anniversary!
Thank You to All our First Responders and Emergency Services 

for the Outstanding Job you do Every Day!

131273

131271
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Bethel Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, Inc.
PO Box 31
White Lake, NY 12786
Captain Charlie Stackhouse
• 845-583-5004

Catskills Hatzalah
1070 McDonald Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11230 
Captains Yehuda Feig, 
Yomtov Malik, Eli 
Serebrowski & Bernie Gips • 
(718) 387-1750

Town of Cochecton Vol 
Ambulance Corps, Inc.
PO Box 4
Lake Huntington, NY 12752
Captain Mike Bruce • 
845-932-8138

Grahamsville First Aid 
Squad, Inc.
PO Box 152
Grahamsville, NY 12740
Captain Tom Cintula • 
845-985-2331

Highland Ambulance 
Service Inc. #1363
PO Box 215
Yulan, NY 12792
Captain Tony LaRuffa • 
845-557-8915

Jeffersonville Volunteer First 
Aid Corps, Inc.
PO Box 396
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
Captain Ruth Ackermann • 
845-482-3110

Lumberland Fire 
Department, Inc.
PO Box 91
Glen Spey, NY 12737
Captain Terry Knibbs • 
845-856-7515

Mamakating First Aid 
Squad, Inc.
PO Box 525
Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Captain Peter Goodman • 
845-888-2544

MobileMedic
Captain • 
845-436-9111

Mountaindale Fire 
Department First Aid Squad
PO Box 203
Mountaindale, NY 12763
Captain Norman Prentice • 
845-434-3425

Neversink Fire Department, 
Inc.
PO Box 468
Neversink, NY 12765
Captain Ann Bivins • 
845-985-7198

Rock Hill Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, Inc.
PO Box 1
Rock Hill, NY 12775
Captain Jessica Epifania • 
845-794-6985

Roscoe & Rockland 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps
PO Box 321
Roscoe, NY 12776
Captain Karrie Jara • 
(607) 498-4600

Tusten Volunteer Ambulance 
Service, Inc.
PO Box 34
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
Captain Rory Steelman • 
845-252-3336
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We couldn’t do it without

you!
We salute all of our community’s 

Emergency Services personnel. 

They provide an extraordinary level of 

response to our residents. These skilled 

and dedicated members of our society 

take risks to save lives every day.

YOUR CARE. YOUR WAY.

Delaware Valley
Hospital

nyuhs.org

121155

Contact us for dependable drilling contractors who 
ensure your water systems are operating as they should. 

264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406
NEW BRANCH LOCATION

 6134 State Hwy 23 Oneonta NY 607-267-4983

www.titanwelldrillingny.com 

From well drilling to water testing, 
we meet every need. 

13
04

98

now oFFering septic pumping and service

60 Years 
of

excellence
1965-2025
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HLAW ENFORCEMENT & POLICE DEPARTMENTSH
Info courtesy of Sullivan County website. The phone numbers are direct lines to the Law enforcement agencies. In case of emergency, please dial 911.

Upper Delaware Ambulance Corps, 
Inc.
PO Box 258
Hankins, NY 12741
Captain Kaitlin Duffy • 
845-887-6070

Volunteer Ambulance Corps of 
Livingston Manor Inc.
PO Box 1
Livingston Manor, NY 12758
Captain Ralph Bressler • 
845-439-4150

Woodbourne Fire Company No. 1, Inc.
P.O. Box 322
Woodbourne, NY 12788
Captain Josef Rosenfeld • 
845-434-6763

NYS State Police
Troop F
Counties Served: 
Greene, Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, 
Ulster
Major Andre R. Terry - 
Troop Commander
55 Crystal Run Road
Middletown, NY 10941
(845) 344-5300

Sub stations:
Liberty • 292-6600
5754 ST RT 55
Liberty, NY 12754

Narrowsburg • 252-3212
6509 ST RT 97
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Roscoe • 607-498-5300
c/o SP Liberty, NY 12754

Wurtsboro • 888-2681
2954 ST RT 209
Wurtsboro, NY 12790

Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office & Jail
58 Old Route 17
Monticello, NY 12701
Jail: 794-7102
Civil Division: 791-7979
Patrol: 794-7100
Michael A. Schiff - Sheriff

Town and Village Departments
Town of Fallsburg
19 Railroad Plaza • PO Box 2019 
South Fallsburg, NY 12779
(845) 434-4422
Chief Brendan Pavese

Village of Liberty 
159 North Main St.
Liberty, NY 12754
(845) 292-4422
Chief Steven D’Agata

Village of Monticello
2 Pleasant St.
Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 794-4422
Chief David Lindsay

Village of Woodridge
655 Green Ave
Woodridge, NY 12789
(845) 434-6644
Chief John Calvello
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JEANNE SAGER  |  DEMOCRAT
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American
Red Cross

Home Fire
Preparedness Campaign

Call the Home Fire
Preparedness Hotline at

(607) 442-4109 89
76

5

J E F F E R S O N V I L L E
A N I M A L  H O S P I T A L

Dr. Moria L. Norris
Dr. Bristol Woods
Dr. Allen Wachter

Office Hours by Appointment
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

CLOSED WEDNESDAY
Alternating Sat 8am-12pm

89 Schoolhouse Road
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845-482-5500

We are a group of dedicated professionals who strive to pro-
vide our patients with the most up-to-date medical, diagnostic, 
and surgical procedures in the most state-of-the-art veteri-
nary    hospital in our area. Our goal is to provide this care               
compassionately in a friendly and personal setting.

13
09

18

H C A L E N D A R H O F H E V E N T S H

MARCH
Sun., March 30 - Jeffersonville FD, Chicken 
BBQ Takeout

APRIL
Sun., April 6 - Neversink FD, Spring 
Breakfast 
Tues., April 8 - SCVFA Meeting Beaverkilll 
Valley 
Sun., April 13 - Claryville FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Sun., April 13 - Woodbourne FD, French 
Toast Breakfast
Thurs., April 17 - SCFPA, Lava
Sat., April 19 - Woodbourne FD, Easter Egg 
Hunt
Sun., April 27 - Hortonville FD, Chicken 
BBQ Takeout
Sun., April 27 - Livingston Manor FD, 
Pancake Breakfast

MAY
Sat., May 3 - Neversink FD, Annual Dinner
Sun., May 4 - S.C.V.F.A. Memorial Service, 
Government Center, 2pm
Sat., May 10 - White Sulphur Springs 
United Methodist Church Roast Beef Dinner
Sun., May 11 - Claryville FD, Mother’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast
Thurs., May 15 - SCFPA, Forestburgh
Sat., May 24 - Woodbourne FD, Craft Fair
Sun., May 25 - Mountaindale FD, Pancake 
Breakfast

JUNE
Sun., June 1 - Rock Hill FD, AACA Car Show
Sat., June 7 - Loch Sheldrake FD, Gun 
Raffle
Sun., June 8 - Neversink FD, Horse Shoe 
Tournament
Sun., June 8 - Fallsburg FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Tues., June 10 - SCVFA Meeting 
Bloomingburg Annual Meeting/Election
Sat., June 14 - Jeffersonville FD, Golf 
Tournament

Sat., June 14 - Livingston Manor FD, 
Chicken BBQ
Sun., June 15 - Claryville  FD, Father’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast
Thurs., June 19 - SCFPA, White Sulphur 
Springs
Sat., June 21 - Hurleyville  FD, Bass 
Tournament Morningside

JULY
Sun., July 6 - Smallwood FD, 5K and Open 
House
Sat., July 12 - Hortonville FD, Golf 
Tournament
Sat., July 12 - Loch Sheldrake FD, Takeout 
Chicken BBQ
Sat., July 12 - White Sulphur Springs 
United Methodist Church Chicken BBQ
Thurs., July 17 - SCFPA, Woodbourne 
Sat., July 19 - Kauneonga Lake FD, Drive 
Thru Chicken BBQ
Sun., July 20 - Claryville FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Sun., July 20 - Rock Hill FD, French Toast 
Breakfast
Sun., July 27 - Roscoe - Rockland FD, Car 

Show 9 - 11am, Firemans Field
Sun., July 27 - Woodbourne FD, Craft Fair

AUGUST
Sat., Aug., 2 - Fallsburg FD, Chicken BBQ
Sat., Aug. 9 - Neversink FD, Chicken BBQ
Sun., Aug. 10 - White Sulphur Springs FD, 
Chicken BBQ
Tues. Aug., 12 - SCVFA Meeting Callicoon
Sat., Aug., 16 - Hurleyville FD, Bill Carlson 
Golf Tournament
Thurs., Aug., 21 - SCFPA, Narrowsburg
Fri. - Sun., Aug. 22/24 - Neversink FD, 
Softball Tournament
Sat., Aug. 23 -  Claryville FD, Open House 
Craft/Yard Sale
Sat., Aug. 23 - Hortonville FD, Parade/Field 
Day
Sat., Aug. 23 - North Branch FD, End of 
Summer Race
Sun., Aug. 31 - Smallwood FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
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SEPTEMBER
Sat., Sept. 6 - S.C.V.F.A 96th Annual 
Parade - Monticello
Sun., Sept. 14 - Neversink FD, Horse 
Shoe Tournament
Thurs., Sept. 18 - SCFPA, Loch Sheldrake
Sun., Sept. 21 - Woodbourne FD, Chicken 
BBQ
Sun., Sept. 21 - Claryville FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Sat., Sept. 27 - North Branch FD, Chicken 
BBQ 1 - 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 27 - Monticello FD, 
Sportsman’s  Raffle 
Sun., Sept. 28 - S.C.V.F.A. Annual Past 
President’s Brunch

OCTOBER
Sun., Oct. 12 - Loch Sheldrake FD, 
Pancake/French Toast Breakfast
 Tues., Oct. 14 - SCVFA Meeting 
Callicoon Center
Thurs., Oct. 16 - SCFPA, Smallwood
Sat., Oct. 18 - Jeffersonville FD, Roast 
Beef Dinner
Sun., Oct. 19 - Claryville FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Sun., Oct... 19 - Monticello FD, Fall  
Pancake Breakfast
Sun., Oct. 26 - Neversink FD, Fall 
Breakfast
Sun., Oct. 26 - Livingston Manor FD, 
Pancake Breakfast
Fri., Oct. 31 - Woodbourne FD, Trunk or 
Treat

NOVEMBER
Sun., Nov. 2 - Swan Lake FD, French Toast 
Breakfast
Sun., Nov. 2 - Hurleyville FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Tues., Nov. 4 - White Sulphur Springs FD, 
Election Day Clam Chowder
Sat., Nov. 8 - Woodbourne FD, Veteran’s 
Day Parade
Sat., Nov. 8 - Neversink FD, Ladies 
Auxiliary Craft Fair
Sun., Nov. 9 - Hortonville FD, Pancake/
French Toast Breakfast
Thurs., Nov. 13 - SCFPA, Roscoe/
Rockland
Sat., Nov. 15 - Woodbourne FD, Holiday 
Craft Fair
Sun., Nov. 16 - Claryville FD, Pancake 
Breakfast
Fri., Nov. 28 - Jeffersonville Holiday 
Parade
Sun., Nov. 30 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales 

 DECEMBER
Mon., Dec. 1 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales
Sun., Dec. 7 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales
Mon., Dec. 8 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales
Sun., Dec 14 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales
Mon., Dec 15 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales
Sun., Dec 21 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales
Mon., Dec 22 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas 
Tree Sales

2025
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CONTINUED FROM 37E

Delicious BBQ chicken dinners or Pancake Breakfasts and other events help to support our volunteer emergency services.                                                                       FILE PHOTO
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ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

Seamless Gutters • Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Washing • Junk Removal

Servicing Sullivan County

631-741-3029
Senior/Veteran Discounts | Licensed & Insured 12

15
81

Thank you to all our First Responders and all emergency 
services for being there for our communities!

131265

WAYNE COUNTY READY MIX, INC.CONCRETE COMPANY

CONCRETE • MASONRY SUPPLIES
Retaining Wall Blocks • Concrete Pump Services

379 Grimms Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 | 570.253.4341  |  Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hotmail.com

11
13
31

We thank our We thank our 
Emergency Services for their Emergency Services for their 

dedication & commitment dedication & commitment 
to our communities!to our communities!
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THE LAST WORD  |  

Emergency responders 
deserve our praise

D evoting an entire section of your newspaper to the emergency 
responders of Sullivan and Wayne counties is no small feat and 
many days of planning, hard work and attention to detail go 

into making this section a reality.
But we are only too happy to sing the praises of our devoted law en-

forcement, emergency responders and healthcare workers who make 
our county safer and healthier, often with 
little or no fanfare.

The editor of our newspaper, Derek Kirk, 
had a grandfather who was a stalwart with 
the Callicoon Volunteer Fire Dept. for de-
cades, Gerald “Skip” Mudge.

The publisher of our newspaper, Fred Stab-
bert III, had a grandfather, Fred Sr., who was 
a charter member of the Callicoon Volunteer 
Fire Dept. and his father, Fred Jr., was also a 
long-time member.

Coincidentally, after Fred Sr. died in 1963, 
his widow, Nellie Stabbert, married Herbert Persbacker, who was pres-
ident of the Sullivan County Volunteer Firefighters Assn. in 1937. 

Yes, it’s a very small world.
That all being said, the staff of the Democrat knows the devotion it 

takes from our community to keep all these organizations going. The 
challenges that each department has to overcome to respond to fires, 
accidents, airlifts, and all emergencies are now steep.

Training, which is essential to the safety of our volunteers and paid 
responders, is extensive and very time consuming. Also the necessary 
equipment is not only expensive but also needs extensive training to 
operate properly.

That all being said, we hope that you consider helping your local 
volunteer organizations in any way you can. Whether it is being a fire 
police, volunteer fireman, ambulance corps member or just attending 
the organization’s fundraisers, your time and support will be greatly 
appreciated.

And to all the volunteers who are now in the field, we want you to 
know how important your service is to everyone in our county. 

Please keep up the great work, stay safe and know that your are very 
much appreciated.

We know the devo-
tion it takes from 
our community 
to keep all these           
organizations going.
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