
New York City is poised to see 
up to three new, full-fledged 

casinos begin operating within the 
next 10 years. We’ve known they 
were coming ever since our 18-story 
hotel and casino, Resorts World 
Catskills, was first built in Monti-
cello, and now is the time to pursue 
mitigation strategies with the State, 
with the aim of building those strat-
egies into the gaming licenses these 
new casinos will possess.

Sullivan County has received be-
tween $2.4 and $2.5 million each of 
the past two fiscal years (2023 and 
2024) from Resorts World - our cut 
of the gaming proceeds, as per the 
State license under which they oper-
ate. The Town of Thompson has re-
ceived the same, and the Monticello 
Central School District has gotten a 
smaller amount of those proceeds as 

well. Even our neighboring counties 
have received several million dollars 
since the casino opened in 2018. 
Since that revenue is wholly depen-
dent on Resorts World Catskills gam-
ing activity, those monies are at risk 
of being siphoned away by down-
state casinos in an already competi-
tive landscape. Without such funds, 
Sullivan County alone would need 
to hike taxes by as much as 3.25%.

As the State’s original intent was 
to site casinos in economically 
disadvantaged areas, the Sullivan 
County Legislature and I feel it is 
appropriate and necessary to ask 
State legislators to protect us from 
the negative impacts - lost revenue, 
diminished tourism, fewer jobs - 
that may result from the opening 
of NYC casinos. We cannot let our 
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Resorts World Catskills in Monticello is one of the largest business in the region and a 
huge contributor to the Sullivan County taxbase.
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Recovering Your Receivables
                       is all in the Approach.

Some debtors pay when nudged gently. 
Others respond best to a good stern growl. 

M.L. Zager, PC is a full service, collections law firm with 38 

years of experience helping businesses improve cash flow 

and maximize revenue.

We rely on your guidance and knowledge of your customers 

and devise a strategy that combines state-of-the-art and 

traditional collection techniques with the full impact and 

effect of a law firm.

WE’RE LOYAL, SMART PROTECTORS WHO 
LISTEN TO YOUR COMMANDS.

ZML ZAGER, PC
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Economic Developers are glass-
half-full people to their core. They 
approach challenges as opportunities. 
They play a long game, plan boldly 
and invest resources for long-term 
impact and sustainability. 

After all, Economic Development 
does not provide instant gratification. 
Rather, it is about vision, planning, 
and executing strategies that provide 
long lasting positive impact on 
communities. 

I have found this to be true with all 
of the peers I have met and worked 
with for over thirty years. There are 
times, however, that we must move 
quickly and apply that glass-half-full 
approach to matters of significant 
importance with an all-hands-on deck 

approach.   
We all have recently learned of the 

PepsiCo/Frito Lay announced closure 
of its plant in Liberty, NY. This news 
hits home as the Partnership attracted 
Ideal Snacks to the area over two 
decades ago. 

Of course this is devastating news 
in the immediate. Jobs lost, payroll 
lost, and how that impacts ancillary 
businesses, local shops, eateries, and 
service businesses strikes fear in not 
only the bearers of this bad news, but 
also, everyone in the community. 

Yet as an integral player on 
the Sullivan County Economic 
Development team I am heartened 
by the quick response the Center for 
Workforce Development, Sullivan 
County Chamber, elected officials, 
and the Sullivan County Partnership 
has responded. 

Already efforts are being made 
to find jobs for those impacted 
throughout the county as PepsiCo 

works through its 
process and we have 
already been fielding 
calls by commercial 
industrial 
representatives both 
locally and nationally 

interested in the facility. 
In fact, we are meeting with several 

companies in the same industry that 
have expressed serious interest in 
the facility along with the need to 
maintain employees as well. Great 
news if we can work it out. We do not 
know how it will ultimately evolve, 
but as an economic developer this is 
positive. 

As we vet those that have expressed 
interest and work through this process 
I am bullish about being able to land 
another entity that will invest in the 
facility and hire workers to meet its 
demands. We have no time to wallow 
in despair. 

Our goal is to help those impacted, 

first and foremost, and transition the 
facility into its new use. The glass-
half -full vision is to understand 
that the site has many positive 
attributes. It has size, location, 
power, infrastructure, very recent 
improvements, and expansion… a 
shovel ready site for all intents and 
purposes. 

Be rest assured that we are all 
working to help those directly 
impacted while we look to secure 
a new user and welcome a new 
business to Liberty in the near future.  
There are many positive projects on 
the horizon in Liberty and we will 
overcome this challenge and turn it 
into a win. 

TO THE PEOPLE 
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Sincerely,

Marc Baez
President and CEO
Sullivan County Partnership
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845.794.3833         www.BLSlaw.net

Results-oriented and client-centric, we are a 
leading multi-practice law firm in the Catskills 

& Hudson Valley.
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BLS-SCBIZEDGE2018.indd   1 3/2/18   1:04 PM

59
65

8



3

MARCH, 2025 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT BUSINESS EDGE    3E
CASINO
Continued from front page

33

long-sought and hard-won gains 
be potentially eliminated by the 
granting of three more gaming 
licenses in New York.

To that end, legislators have 
brought on a lobbyist and a legal 
firm to press our case in Albany, 
and have directed the Sullivan 
County Partnership for Economic 
Development to undertake a study 
to understand and delineate the 
aforementioned impacts. All that 
work is now in progress, and I hope 
to have more to share later this year.

In the meantime, I encourage 
folks to contact their State 
representatives to amplify the 
message that Sullivan County needs 
the revenue, jobs and tourists that 
the casino provides. Whether you 
personally agree with gambling 
or not, it is indisputable that we 
have benefitted from Resorts World 
Catskills’ presence, which employs 
1,200 people and has a large local 
economic impact, including local 
businesses and nearby tourism 
properties which cater to the guests 
and employees of the casino. That’s 
worth fighting for.

BY FRED STABBERT III

Responding to the recent news 
that PepsiCo in Liberty would 

be shuttering its plant in mid-May, 
both the county and state officials 
have been working hard to help 
the affected workers find new 
employment – hopefully in Sullivan 
County.

“This was a huge hit for the Village 
and Town of Liberty if people move 
out,” Loreen Gebelein, Director 
of the Sullivan County Center for 
Workforce Development, said. 
“Our objective is to keep them 
[the affected workers] in Sullivan 
County.”

Gebelein said the workers have 
been offered a severance package 
and money to relocate to the 32 
other PepsiCo facilities in other 
parts of the country.

According to the WARN notice 
there were 287 employees affected 
by the impending closure. The 
WARN Act requires employers with 
more than 100 employees to give 

60-days’ notice before a mass layoff, 
plant closure, or relocation.

According to Gebelein, the NYS 
Dept. of Labor will be meeting with 
employees at the plant this Friday, 
March 21.

“They are required to go in and do 
a rapid response where they bring a 
resume template and go over how to 
file for unemployment, among other 
things,” Gebelein said. 

“And on March 28 we will have 
a closed Job Fair for PepsiCo 
employees,” she said.

At the closed Job Fair, Gebelein 
said there will be 40 seats available 
for pre-registered employers wishing 
to interview candidates.

“We will have 40 seats available 
and employers have to pre-register 
by call 845-794-3340,” Gebelein said.

“The concerns we have is how 
many businesses in Sullivan County 
can provide Spanish-only speaking 
employees a job,” she said. “The 
businesses at the Job Fair all have 
to be in the system – and have to 
be hiring. I have six interpretors 

throughout the county [to help]. 
There’s a lot involved here.”

Sullivan County Manager Josh 
Potosek said, “This is an all-hands-
on-deck moment. We’ve been 
working closely with everyone 
involved, so that the impacts 
of this pending closure can be 
mitigated as much as possible. 
Legislators and my office have 
stayed in touch with the Town and 
Village of Liberty to coordinate 
efforts and share information. Our 
Center for Workforce Development, 
under our Division of Community 
Resources, has already assisted 
displaced employees seeking local 
employment, and we’ll be holding a 
job fair right at the plant in Liberty 
later this month. The Sullivan 
County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Partnership for Economic 
Development have led the strategic 
discussions with PepsiCo and their 
plans for the property, so that we 
can be ready to market it to future 
tenants quickly and effectively.”

County, State respond to PepsiCo closure 

127946
118914

(845) 482-4000 • www.jeff.bank
Main Office: 4864 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

Because of Jeff Bank’s long history as a 
community bank, we have an understanding 
of the local economy unmatched by newer or 
larger banks. With the help of our seasoned  
commercial bankers, your business will 
receive the  reliable and personalized 
financial services you need.

To start receiving the financial support your 
business deserves, call (845) 482-4000 and  
make an appointment with one of our 
banking professionals today.

Bryan Flynn
Vice President

Commercial Lender
bflynn@jeff.bank

Heinrich Strauch
Vice President

Commercial Lender
hstrauch@jeff.bank
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Two Names – A Leading Choice in Funeral Service

Simple Cremation: $1,200.00
www.zmmemorials.com
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BY FRED STABBERT III

Even with below zero 
temperatures and one of 

the most rugged winters in recent 
memory – the Sullivan County real 
estate market is red hot.

Today’s report from Hudson 
Gateway Association of Realtors 
(HGAR), revealed that Sullivan 
County garnered the highest 
percentage  with a 59.5 percent rise 
in sales from January 2024. 

Sullivan also took the lead for 
the largest percentage increase in 
the median sales price, with a 17.8 
percent uptick to $324,000, over last 
year’s median of $275,000.  

Inventory for almost all property 
types declined in all regions in 
January. 

Today’s report by the Hudson 
Gateway Association of Realtors 
(HGAR) is based on data supplied 
by OneKey® MLS. 

The counties reporting include 
Sullivan, Orange, Putnam, 
Westchester, Rockland and The 
Bronx.

“This year, we expect to see more 
balance in the vibrant Hudson 
Valley and New York City real estate 
markets, creating more options and 
affordability for prospective buyers,” 
said Lynda Fernandez, HGAR CEO. 
“Our expansive region continues to 
attract high demand, highlighting 
our exceptional lifestyle, quality 
of life, educational institutions, 
and strong job market. Our region 
also offers diverse housing types 
and price points in metropolitan, 

suburban, and rural areas.”
Sullivan County
Sullivan County’s January sales 

of single-family homes escalated 
by 59.5% percent – the highest 
percentage in the six-county region. 
There were no condo or co-op sales 
reported.  

Sullivan also held the lead for the 
highest percentage gain in median 
sales prices at 17.8 percent, to 
$324,000.

While Sullivan’s condo market 
remains small, it did experience a 
100 percent gain in new listings, 
from two in January to just one the 
previous year.   

New listings for single-family 
homes decreased by just 1.4 
percent.  Inventory for condos 
soared by 300 percent – from four 

condos on the market in January, as 
opposed to just one last year.  

Single-family home inventory 
rose by 7.5 percent and the co-op 
inventory remained fl at. Months of 
supply advanced by 11.5 percent to 
5.8 months. Pending sales declined 
by 7.3 percent. 

Orange County
In Orange County, only sales of 

single-family homes experienced 
an increase, by just 1.1%.  Co-op 
sales fell by 33.3% and condos by 
14.3%.  The county’s co-op market, 
while very small, did end January on
a positive note with a 54.8% rise in 
the median sales price to $209,000.  
The median price for single-family 
homes grew 9.2% to $475,000 but 
dropped by 10.4% for condos to 

Sullivan County led the region with almost 
60% hike in closed sales and nearly 18% rise in 

median sales price
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A rolling 12-month calculation represents the current month and the 11 months prior in a single data point. If no activity occurred during a month, the line extends to the next available data point.
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CONTRIBUTED  GRAPHIC
Sullivan County home sales are up 60 percent in January, year over year.

$275,000.
New listings saw a 6.4% rise for 

single family homes, but a decline 

of 25% for co-ops and 22.6% for 
condos.  However, condo inventory 
experienced a 27.3% gain, but 

inventory declined for single family 
homes by 1.8%.  The co-op market 
inventory remained fl at. Months of 

supply for all property types was up 
3.6% to 2.9 months, and pending 
sales grew by 5.5%

Current as of February 7, 2025. All data from OneKey® MLS. Report © 2025 ShowingTime Plus, LLC.



The Sullivan Catskills continues 
to build momentum in 

the tourism industry, gaining 
recognition in national publications 
and expanding offerings to engage 
visitors in new and exciting ways. 
From strategic outreach at major 
industry events to new experiences 
along the Sullivan Catskills Dove 
Trail, the region remains a must-visit 
destination. 

 The Sullivan Catskills Visitors 
Association (SCVA) has been actively 
advocating for tourism growth 
and industry partnerships. SCVA 
recently attended the American 
Bus Association (ABA) Marketplace, 
a premier event connecting tour 
operators and travel industry 
professionals. The organization 
also participated in the Legislative 
Networking Breakfast at Resorts 
World Catskills last week, where 

we provided updates on tourism 
trends and the region’s continued 
expansion.  In 2023, visitor spending 
in the Catskills Region reached an 
impressive $2.5 billion, marking 
a 7% increase from 2022. In 2023, 
tourism generated $268 million in 
state and local taxes. To put this in 
perspective, without the revenue 
generated by tourism, the average 
household in our region would have 
to pay an additional $1,931 in taxes. 
These events serve as key platforms 
to foster relationships, highlight 
local attractions, and emphasize 
the effects of tourism and visitor 
spending in the Sullivan Catskills.  

A fresh and interactive experience 
has arrived in the Sullivan Catskills 
—  the launch of Geocaching along 
the Sullivan Catskills Dove Trail. This 
innovative addition offers a high-
tech treasure hunt that encourages 

visitors to explore the region while 
discovering the beautiful, artist-
designed doves that commemorate 
the Woodstock festival’s legacy. 
This engaging activity is expected 
to attract both new and returning 
visitors, enhancing their connection 
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369 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
845-794-6639

� Computer Desks
� Desk Chairs, Chairs, Chairs
� Low Volume Printers

& Multifunction 
Black & White & Color

� Laptops
� Desk Computers
� Supply Items

� Kyocera Printers
& Multifunction

Black & White & Color
� Office Furniture
� Computer Supplies
� Office Supplies
� Commercial Vacuums
� Computer Furniture

� Extensive Copy Center
� Authorized Fedex

& UPS Shipping Center
� Extensive Art Supply Shoppe
� All Types of Framing

Commercial Office Specialists:

In Addition:

Home office Specialists:
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Certifi ed Public Accountants
www.cooperarias.com

Individual Taxation
Estates & Trusts

Not-for-Profi t Accounting
Financial Statements

892 State Route 17B
Mongaup Valley, NY 12762

845-796-1800

133 Route 304
Bardonia, NY 10954

845-623-0300

2527 Route 17
Goshen, NY 10924

845-343-2215
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Growth, recognition, and 
exciting new offerings

Sullivan Catskills tourism update:

The Robb Report featured Driftwood Ranch as one of the “Most Hotly Anticipated 
Luxury Hotel Openings of the Year.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

The Sullivan Catskills Visitors Assn. 
has had a busy winter, going to trade 
shows, including the American Bus 
Assn. Marketplace in Philadelphia.



to the area’s history and culture.  
The Sullivan Catskills continues 

to capture the attention of 
national media, further solidifying 
its reputation as a top travel 
destination. Recently, Forbes 
recognized Holiday Mountain and 
Villa Roma Resort as standout 
affordable ski areas in the Northeast, 
showcasing the region’s accessibility 
for winter sports enthusiasts. 
Additionally, the Robb Report 
featured Driftwood Ranch as one 
of the “Most Hotly Anticipated 
Luxury Hotel Openings of the Year,” 
spotlighting the area’s growing 
appeal for high-end travelers. 

The ranch is located at 49 Kilcoin 
Rd. in White Lake.

These prestigious mentions 
reinforce the Sullivan Catskills’ 
diverse tourism offerings and its 
ability to cater to a wide range of 
visitors. 

As the Sullivan Catskills continues 
to thrive, SCVA remains dedicated 
to promoting the region, fostering 
economic growth, and ensuring 
visitors have unforgettable 
experiences. With new developments, 
growing media attention, and strong 
industry connections, the Sullivan 
Catskills is poised for an exciting year 
ahead. 
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• Floor Cleaners
• Extension Ladders

•   Air Compressors
ms• Aerial Work Platfor

•   Air Tools
• Back Hoes

•   Floor Sanders & Edgers
• Generators

• Scissor Lifts
•   Scaffolding
•   Post Hole Diggers

•   Scissor Lifts
• Skid Steer Loaders•   Back Hoes

•   Boom Lifts
•   Breaker Hammers
•   Carpet Cleaners
•   Compaction
•   Chain Saws
•   Compressors
•   Concrete Tools
•   Concrete & Mortar Mixer
•   Dump Trailers
•   Excavators

•   Generators
•   Heaters
•   Hedge Trimmers
•   Landscape Equipment
•   Light Towers
•   Miter Saws
•   Mud Buggies
•   Paint Sprayers
•   Plumbing Snakes
•   Plumbing Tools
•   Power Washers

   Skid Steer Loaders
•   Stump Grinders
•   Surface Preparation
•   Table Saws
•   Tile Saws
•   Tillers
•   Trenchers
•   Turbo Dryers
•   Water Pumps
•   Wood Chippers
•   And much MORE!

(845) 794-RENT
146 Jefferson Street • Monticello, NY 12701
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 8am-12pm

90258 13
06
51

13
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The SCVA 
recently 
launched 
Geocaching 
along the 
Sullivan 
Catskills Dove 
Trail, whereby 
visitors can go 
on a high-tech 
treasure hunt.
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SUNY Sullivan sees rise in adult learners, tackles rural workforce needs

SUNY Sullivan Community 
College recognizes the 

importance of serving and 
supporting adult learners. 

Recent enrollment trends 
underscore this need: Fall 2024 saw 
a remarkable 50% increase in adult 
learners compared to Fall 2022 (283 
students in Fall 2024, 164 in Fall 
2023, and 141 in Fall 2022). 

The college maintains strong 
partnerships with county 
government, community-based 
organizations, and other local 
groups. Nonetheless, the post-
pandemic landscape presents 
significant challenges to offering 
evening and weekend programming 
crucial for this population. 

SUNY Sullivan aims to address 
this gap by leveraging recent data-
informed initiatives, including the 
New York State Department of Labor 
analysis of workforce needs, adult 
student surveys conducted, and the 
potential opportunities presented 
by Governor Hochul’s proposals.

This surge in adult enrollment 
at SUNY Sullivan, coupled with a 

notable increase in adults seeking 
their High School Equivalency 
Diploma at the college’s recently 
opened testing center, reflects 

a broader trend seen across the 
state, highlighting the vital role 
community colleges play in 
workforce development, as detailed 

in the 2024 NYATEP State of 
Workforce Development report. 

For SUNY Sullivan, these rising 
numbers indicate a clear demand 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
SUNY Sullivan’s adult learner enrollment has doubled since 2022.

Connecting the
to the right b

e right people
businesses

 845.434
www.newhopec

4.8300
community.org

10
38

51

Leaders in the Egg Product Industry

Food Service • Industrial • Retail • Specialty Products

64 Kutger Rd, Thompsonville, NY 12784
(845) 434-7560

debelfoods.com
12366

A Full Service Printer!
q Offset & Digital Printing q Design q Bindery

q Mailing Service
Call for prices!!

5211 Main St., South Fallsburg, NY 12779  •  www.steingartprinting.com

845.434.4321

54
07

2
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from adults seeking to enhance 
their skills or pursue new career 
paths within the rural Sullivan 
County region. 

The increase in those seeking their 
HSE diploma bodes well for college 
and workforce development, as it 
shows a dedication to foundational 
education.

“We’re seeing a real demand 
from adults who want to learn 
new skills,” says Jaime Schmeiser, 
Director of Workforce Development. 
“We’re working closely with local 
partners to make sure we’re offering 
programs that meet the needs of our 
community, including those who 
need to obtain their high school 
equivalency.”

The college’s established 
partnerships with local government 
and community organizations are 
crucial in connecting students with 
essential resources and support. 
Juggling work and education 
is a signifi cant challenge, and 
SUNY Sullivan is actively seeking 
solutions.

To overcome these hurdles, the 
college is adopting a data-driven 

strategy. SUNY Sullivan is gaining 
a deeper understanding of its 
community’s needs by utilizing 
information from the New York 
State Department of Labor, 
analyzing workforce demands, 
and gathering feedback from adult 
student surveys. 

The college also closely monitors 
new proposals from the state for 
opportunities to bolster workforce 
development.

“We’re committed to fi nding 
creative ways to make education 
accessible,” Schmeiser states. “By 
understanding the needs of our 
community, we can build programs 
that help people succeed.”

 SUNY Sullivan’s dedication to 
serving adult learners, including 
those working towards their HSE, 
underscores its commitment to 
strengthening the local workforce 
and fostering economic opportunity 
in rural New York.

For more information visit SUNY 
Sullivan’s website or contact Jaime 
Schmeiser, Director of Workforce 
Development, at scccworkforce@
sunysullivan.edu, or 845-434-5750 

10
38

50
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Contact us for dependable drilling contractors who 
ensure your water systems are operating as they should. 

264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406
NEW BRANCH LOCATION

 6134 State Hwy 23 Oneonta NY 607-267-4983

www.titanwelldrillingny.com 

From well drilling to water testing, 
we meet every need. 

12
39

71

now oFFering septic pumping and service

Blustein Shapiro   Frank & Barone
Barbara A. Garigliano,

Managing Partner
Sullivan County and Catskills Offi  ce

449 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
845/796-1010 • Fax 845/796-1040

11
10
34
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Over 100 Vehicles In Stock!!
Sullivan County’s biggest little dealership
with the lowest miles in the mountains!

CALL 845-583-5110 OR JUST STOP BY!!!!!!!

BUY

SELL

TRADE 53
77

7

954 State Route 17B, Mongaup Valley, NY 12762 • www.sevenxmotorsinc.com

Fresh inventories of Natural Cleft Elk Brook Bluestone are starting to come in while 
the new company gets the saws up and running at the East Branch Mill.

Elk Brook Bluestone is the flagship 
trademark of the Johnston & Rhodes 
LLC, Aden Mining & Materials company. 
The East Branch plant can be seen in the 
background.

Nick Fitzpatrick, President of Johnston & 
Rhodes LLC and Aden Mining & Materials, 
Inc., stands in front of two of the diamond 
saws at the East Branch plant

The East Branch location will still bear of the name of the legacy company – 
Johnston & Rhodes Bluestone Co.

Aden Mining & Materials acquires 
Johnston & Rhodes Bluestone Co.

BY FRED STABBERT III

Aden Mining & Materials has 
acquired all assets of Johnston 

& Rhodes Bluestone Company along 
with several other sites, including 
the mills located in East Branch 
and seven quarries in surrounding 
areas, according to Nick Fitzpatrick, 
president of Johnston & Rhodes LLC, 
Aden Mining & Materials, Inc

The acquisition by the 
Montgomery-based company totals 
1,021 acres.

The 125-year legacy company was 
founded in 1900 and was operated 
by four generations of the Johnston 
family. It is known as the oldest 
bluestone company in the nation, 

with a long-standing history of 
supplying quality building materials.

The flagship Elk Brook Bluestone 
has been part of many architectural 
projects around the world. Elk Brook 
Bluestone is mined from private 
block quarries, which produce 
material of exceptional quality and 
durability.

Aden’s expansion into dimensional 
stone is a step to build the value and 
reach of products, but the business 
will continue to operate under the 
Johnston & Rhodes brand, according 
to Fitzpatrick.

Coincidentally, Aden Mining was 
originally founded by Fitzpatrick, 
who grew up a short distance 

from East Branch in the Town of 
Neversink.

“Significant improvements are 
planned for our mills, quarry 
operations and products. Our focus 
will be on expanding productions, 
sales, and distribution, while doing 
our part to advance and better the 
bluestone industry,” Fitzpatrick said.

More information is offered at 
607-363-7595 or info@johnstonand 
rhodes.com.
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PO Box 4299, Middletown, NY 10941 | Yard/Shop: 21 Allen Lane, Bloomingburg, NY 12721

www.superior-surfacing.com

ASPHALT 
CONTRACTORS
and Related Construction Services
Commercial Asphalt Paving & Repairs | Signage & Line Striping

Crack Filling | Concrete Work | Excavation & Site Work
Drainage | Sports Court Construction

845.733.5507

www.superior-surfacing.com

ASPHALT  
CONTRACTORS
and Related Construction Services

845.733.5507

11
27
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BY ASHLEY LEAVITT
PRESIDENT AND CEO

SULLIVAN COUNTY CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

A strong business 
community is not built on 
individual success alone 

but on the collective power of its 
members working together. 

The Sullivan County Chamber 

of Commerce continues to 
be a driving force in fostering 
collaboration, supporting local 
entrepreneurs, and strengthening 
the economic foundation of our 
region. When businesses come 
together, they create a ripple 
effect of growth, innovation, and 
resilience that benefits everyone.

This month, we are proud to 
welcome new businesses into our 
growing network. Their presence 
reflects the ongoing expansion of 
industries in our region and the 
shared commitment to economic 
success. 

We encourage the community to 
support these businesses, as their 
growth contributes to a thriving 
Sullivan County.

 
New Chamber Members:
Catskill Divide TEAL Consulting
Stardust Dance Productions
Monticello Wine & Spirits
Three 20 Creative

Neversink Agricultural Society, Inc. 
dba Grahamsville Little World’s Fair
JJJ Accommodations
Bethel Buds
Sereno Day Spa
JK Expediting Corp.
Hudson Valley Credit Union
Bethel Sanitation
Pure Motion Pictures

 
While we celebrate our new 

members, we also extend our 
gratitude to our renewing 
members, whose continued 
commitment keeps our Chamber 
strong. 

Without their ongoing support, 
we wouldn’t be able to provide 
the networking opportunities, 
advocacy, and resources that help 
businesses grow and succeed. 
Their investment in the Chamber 
is an investment in the collective 
success of our local economy.

 If you’re ever looking for 
a business referral, a trusted 

service, or a place to work, visit 
the Chamber Membership 
Directory at Catskills.com, 
where you can explore our 500+ 
member businesses across various 
industries. The Chamber is proud 
to serve as a hub connecting 
businesses, entrepreneurs, and the 
community for a stronger Sullivan 
County.

 As we celebrate the businesses 
that have joined and renewed their 
commitment to our community, 
we invite all members to stay 
engaged, build relationships, and 
take advantage of the resources 
and opportunities available 
through the Chamber. Together, 
we are building a stronger, more 
dynamic Sullivan County—one 
business at a time.

 For more information on 
membership and Chamber events, 
visit Catskills.com or contact us at 
845-791-4200.

Strength in Community: Welcoming new businesses 
and celebrating chamber members

FREE DELIVERY ON ALL GARAGES, SHEDS AND GAZEBOS!
Orange, Sullivan and Ulster Counties.

Building with You in Mind since 1979

7862 Route 55 | P.O. Box 420 | Grahamsville, NY 12740
599 Route 299 | Highland, NY 12528 • 1A Matthews St, Goshen, NY 10924

845.985.7006
GREYSWOODWORKS.com10

92
93

Custom Garages and Storage Sheds in a wide variety of sizes and styles

Design your own shed or garage with our 3-D Builder on our website!
We’ve got your
Spring Cleaning Storage Solution!

11
14

28
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Advance your career! Explore 
new career opportunities! 

Find a job and network with 
possible employers! 

All are welcome at the upcoming 
SUNY Sullivan Job Fair on Tuesday, 
April 1, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Conveniently located in SUNY 
Sullivan’s E Lobby,112 College 
Road in Loch Sheldrake, a Sullivan 
Moves bus stop, the job fair brings 
together more than 40 employers 
and organizations,  all eager 
to connect with talented and 
motivated job seekers.

The job fair will feature 
representatives from various 
industries, including healthcare, 
hospitality, government, and 
community services. Employers 
confirmed to attend include 
NYS Dept. of Parks, New Hope 
Community, Woodloch Pines 
Resort, St. Lawrence Health, 
Sullivan County Dept. of Public 
Health, Sullivan County HR, 
Sullivan County Workforce 

Development, Scouting America, 
ADAPT, Hudson Valley Long-
Term Care, Fidelis Care, ARC 
Greater Hudson Valley, Bethel 
Woods, Wayne Memorial Hospital, 
Garnet Health, NY Air National 
Guard, NYS Unified Court System, 
Achieve Rehab and Nursing 

Facility, Children’s Home, The 
Center for Discovery, Jeff Bank, 
and Delaware Valley Job Corps. 
More employers are expected 
to confirm participation in the 
coming weeks, making this job 
fair an invaluable resource for job 
seekers in the region.

In addition to meeting potential 
employers, attendees will also 
have the opportunity to receive 
free professional headshots for use 
on resumes, LinkedIn, and other 
personal branding purposes. This 
added benefit will help job seekers 
present themselves professionally 
in today’s competitive job market.

“We are excited to host this job 
fair and provide a platform for job 
seekers to connect with employers 
actively looking to hire,” said 
Klu Padu, Career Placement and 
Transfer Advisor at SUNY Sullivan. 
“With such a diverse lineup of 
organizations, attendees will have 
numerous opportunities to find a 
career path that suits their skills 
and aspirations.”

The job fair is free and open 
to the public. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring their resumes 
and dress professionally to make 
a lasting impression on potential 
employers.

SUNY Sullivan Job Fair set for April 1

FILE PHOTOS
Crowds taking advantage of a great opportunity.

Civil & Site Planning | SEQR Environmental Assessments & 
Phase I and Phase II ESAs | Wetland Delineations & T&E Studies

Geotechnical Engineering | Structural Engineering 
Surveying Mapping & Construction Stakeout | 3D Lidar Scanning

Special Inspections and Materials Testing

Proudly Serving the Region
for over 38 years

CORPORATE OFFICE:
Mountainville, NY

800.829.6532

www.tectonicengineering.com
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Garnet Health announces 
the promotions of three 
exceptional nursing 

professionals whose leadership, 
expertise and dedication continue 
to enhance the organization’s 
commitment to high-quality 
patient care and professional 
excellence.

Jane Giganti, MSN, NPD-BC, 
CNL, CCRN, has been promoted 
to Administrator of Nursing 
Professional Excellence and 
Organizational Development and 
Learning at Garnet Health Medical 
Center in Middletown.

Giganti began her career with 
Garnet Health in 2000, as a 
registered nurse in the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) at Arden Hill 
Hospital. Transitioning into the 
Nursing Professional Development 
department, Giganti has 
distinguished herself as a critical-
care educator. 

During her tenure, Giganti has:
 • Helped establish the Medical 

Emergency Response Team 
(MERT)

• Collaborated on the ICU Early 
Mobility Project, featured in the 
Society of Critical Care Medicine 
Journal

• Implemented evidence-based 
tools for delirium screening

• Led the Critical Care Fellowship 

program
• Presented at the New Jersey 

AACN Critical Care Conference
 From 2018 to 2022, Giganti 

advanced her career at Nuvance 
Health System, where she 
developed an ECMO training 
program and implemented 
initiatives for cardiothoracic 
patient care. Since returning to 
Garnet Health Medical Center 
in 2022, she has led training 
programs for nurses in the 
Cardiothoracic Intensive Care 
Unit (CTICU), including TAVR 
training, and continues to oversee 
key programs such as MERT, the 
Organ Donation Council and 
Shared Governance.

 Board certified in critical 
care nursing, in nursing 
professional development and 
as a clinical nurse leader, Giganti 
is now responsible for program 
development, education and 
interdisciplinary collaboration 
across the system.

 

Lashay Houston, BSN, RN, 
CMSRN, CCRN, has been 
promoted to Nurse Unit Director 
for Critical Care, overseeing the 
Medical Intensive Care Unit 
(MICU) and Surgical Intensive 
Care Unit (SICU) at Garnet Health 
Medical Center in Middletown. 

Joining Garnet Health Medical 
Center in 2018 as a staff nurse 
in the MICU, Houston has 
demonstrated outstanding 
leadership through her roles as 
Administrative Director of Nursing 
for the night shift in 2022 and 
Nursing Director of the 3 North 
Progressive Care Unit/Step-Down 
Unit.

 In her new role, Houston 
will oversee daily operations, 
performance improvement 
initiatives, financial management, 
and the satisfaction of both 
patients and staff. Known for 
her exceptional leadership and 
dedication to excellence, Houston 
also serves as an instructor at 
SUNY Orange. 

She will complete her Master of 
Science in Nursing (MSN) from 
Capella University in December 
2025.

 
Jennifer Malinchak, RN, has 

been promoted to Manager of 
Occupational Health and Wellness 
for the Garnet Health System, 
bringing a wealth of experience 
and dedication to her new role.

Joining Garnet Health in 2008 
as a registered nurse, Malinchak 
has also served with Hospice of 
Orange and Sullivan Counties. A 
certified practitioner and member 
of the National Acupuncture 
Detoxification Association 
(NADA), Malinchak is also 
pursuing her Reiki certification 
and is a member of the American 
Holistic Nurses Association. 
Her commitment to holistic 
and integrative health practices 
further enhances Garnet Health’s 
dedication to comprehensive 
employee wellness.

Malinchak holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Public Health from 
Rutgers University, a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from 
Chamberlain University and an 

Associate of Science in Nursing 
from SUNY Orange.

 
To learn more about career 

opportunities, visit careers.
garnethealth.org.

Wishing Our Customers & Friends 
a Very Happy Thanksgiving!
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Proud to be located in FERNDALE, NY

CALL KOBERLEIN
For ALL your septic needs
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The standard in bluestone since 1900, 

we are proud to continue in business 

today. Contact us for quotes on your 

project. We deliver nationwide. 

Contact Us
(607) 363-7595
info@johnstonandrhodes.com
www.johnstonandrhodes.com

Main Office
1 Bridge Street
East Branch, NY

Your local source 
for crushed stone 
products.

GET A QUOTE TODAY!

607-444-ROCK (7625)
WWW.ADENAGGREGATES.COM
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