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STORY AND PHOTO 
BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Although the merger be-
tween the Livingston 
Manor and Roscoe 

Central Schools was re-
cently voted in, much of 
their school year will pan out 
as normal with the help of 
teachers, administration and 
Superintendent John Evans.

“Everything in my world 
right now is consumed by 
the merger and things related 
to the merger,” said Evans, 
“but it’s a really positive vibe. 

I think there is a little fear 
of the unknown, with a lot 
of excitement, too. Things are 
obviously changing, and the 
ball is in motion, but we’re 
doing everything we can to 
keep things normal for the 
kids while also being open 
to the eagerness around all 
of the possibilities that can 
come out of the merger.”

Currently, administra-
tion is in the middle of what 
Evans coined as a “thought 
exchange” with students 
and the community-at-large 
about a name, school colors, 

and mascot. 
A public meeting will then 

be held to work with the con-
sultants over what both adults 
and kids would like it to look 
like, eventually narrowing it 
all down to make a final de-
cision.

Come July 1, there will be no 
more separate ambitions of 
Livingston Manor or goals of 
Roscoe, but the hopes and ob-
jectives of two districts com-
bined into one - embracing 
and encompassing the com-
munities and their students, 
building something new and 

stronger.
“It’s going to be a lot of work. 

We have to bring the students 
together, the faculty together, 
and neighbors together,” 
noted Evans. “A united, better 
school district with more op-
portunities for kids and more 
financial stability for our tax-
payers. That’s what everyone 
voted for when they approved 
the merger, so now it’s our job 
as administration and faculty 
to make all of those things 
come to fruition. It’s not a 
small task, but it’s exciting.”

Superintendent John Evans is ready for 
what’s to come with the continuing 
merger between Livingston Manor and 
Roscoe school districts.

Super guidance through the merger
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A whole 
world to 
explore

STORY AND PHOTO 
BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Middle School Social Studies Teacher 
Zackary Enoksen has always had a 
love of outdoors, spending much of 
his time as a child outside, and now 

as an adult fishing and hunting when he’s not 
in the classroom teaching.

In an effort to share his passion for the out-
doors, Enoksen, with approval from the ad-
ministration, has started an Outdoor Club for 
middle schoolers (seventh and eighth grades) 
at LMCS. It will be considered an after school 
activity for students who may have an interest 
in hunting, fishing, hiking, or learning about 
wildlife.

“This is of course a pilot year,” noted Enoksen, 
“so that we can go into next year having a good 
understanding and hold on how many stu-
dents are interested, and what they’re inter-
ested in.”

Enoksen recently sent out a survey with 
questions such as ‘what experience would 
you like to get out of the club’, ‘what topics are 
you interested in’, and other questions asking 
about days and times for each specific interest, 
off-campus day trips, and more.

About 30 kids so far have responded, and 
with permission from the parents, Enoksen is 
getting the ball rolling.

Social Studies teacher Zackary Enoksen, advisor for the Outdoor Club.

Some of the opportunities 
Enoksen is working towards offer-
ing, based on interest, would be 
a helping hand getting a hunting 
or fishing license, education on 
important safety practices, sea-
sons, how to process an animal, 
public speakers and sessions with 
DEC officers, learning from wild-
life rescue and rehabilitation spe-
cialists, species identification and 

more.
“I just think an Outdoor Club 

would be a great addition to the 
after-school activities,” stated 
Enoksen. “It fits the area, and giv-
ing kids the opportunity to learn 
about something like fishing or 
hiking if they don’t necessarily 
have anyone in their life to learn 
that from, which is important.”
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Livingston Manor
School District

NewHopeCommunity.org120105

CONNECT WITH 
OUR COMMUNITY

FROST VALLEY YMCA  LOCAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

REGISTER ONLINE: www.frostvalley.org/local-programs
CALL 845-985-2291    EMAIL info@frostvalley.org

SPRING PONY CAMP (Grades K-5)
April 14-16, 2025 • $150 per camper
Hop into Spring with a galloping good 
time at Frost Valley! Campers will have 
the opportunity to ride and groom horses 
while exploring the great outdoors and 
enjoying other fun camp activities. No 
experience necessary.

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
1- and 2-Week Sessions  
from June 30-Aug 29, 2025
Fun and enriching summer camps 
for ages 4-16. Kids play games, 
do crafts, hike, climb, swim & 
more! Discounted rates for local 
families. Financial aid available. 
Spots fill fast, REGISTER TODAY!

WEEKEND DAY GUEST VISITS
Local families and friends are invited to join us for a day of fun and exciting 
activities from September to June! Contact us for availability and pricing.
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Our middle school Real Food Education Program 
is an interactive,four-part series that highlights 
our local food system. This school year, 700 
Sullivan County students will benefit from these 
free presentations.

They learn:
• What real food is and where it comes from.
• How to distinguish between whole

and processed foods.
• To try new foods
• The role of nutrition in good health.
• The connection between food and farms.
• To build healthy eating habits for a lifetime.

Through the 
Family Meal Program 

we’re feeding our 
neighbors who are 

struggling to access 
nutritious food.

Educating students 
about real food 

and healthy eating habits.

To learn how you can support these programs: 
Visit asinglebite.org, call (845) 482-1030 

or email info@asinglebite.org

A Single Bite is a nonprofit organization founded by
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Getting government off the ground
STORY AND PHOTO 

BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

For the fi rst year in quite some 
time, the Elementary Student 
Council is back at Livingston 
Manor Central School.

Fourth Grade Teacher Kimberly 
Luning went to the Administration to 
talk about once again having a student 
council amongst the Elementary, and 
when the idea was happily approved, 
everything quickly began to piece to-
gether.

“I sent out an interest form,” said 
Luning, “and there were so many stu-
dents interested that we had to hold 
an election.”

Each student from the fourth, fi fth, 
and sixth grades that wanted to be a 
representative had to create a speech 
explaining why they wanted to be a 
student council representative, what 
would make them a good representa-
tive, and what changes or ideas they 
had for the school as a whole, and then 
present it to their class.

Three representatives were chosen 
for each grade, with the exception of 
sixth - due to a tie - leaving them with 
four representatives, to make a total 
of 10 excited students as part of the 
council.

“Having the Elementary Student 
Council is an exciting thing and I hope 
it continues after this year,” expressed 
Luning. “You can see in each class-
room that there are born leaders, and 
the council gives those students the 
opportunity to both develop and use 
those skills. It also gives students who 

may normally be a bit more shy the 
opportunity to voice their opinion.”

Luning went on to say that the 
Student Council is important in stu-
dents learning to take initiative, to 
work together and collaborate with 
their peers, and promote positive so-
cial interactions.

Once the representatives of the 
Elementary Student Council were 
chosen, Luning and the students had 
their fi rst meeting, creating charts and 
voting on what they wanted to do and 
accomplish. They decided on fun ac-
tivities for the school, bringing about 
change in certain areas, and making 
an impact either within the school or 

within the community.
The very fi rst thing they’re working 

on this year is an Earth Day Initiative.
“They are going to go into the 

younger grades, read them a book 
about Earth Day, and then do some 
sort of activity with them,” explained 
Luning.

They’ll also be hosting a bulle-
tin board competition amongst the 
fourth, fi fth, and sixth graders where 
they create boards for the hallways 
that promote an Earth Day initiative, 
and then they’ll have a vote for best 
bulletin board.

The Student Council created a spirit 
week for the Elementary to boost 

school spirit and school morale, and 
are planning their very own Color Wars 
for the end of June promoting team-
work, learning strategies, and more.

“One thing that they’re also very fo-
cused on is bringing about changes, 
specifi cally bringing things back that 
were taken away or changed, like food 
in the cafeteria and dodgeball,” Luning 
chuckled, “so we have been having dis-
cussions on learning how to have our 
opinions and voices heard, in a polite 
way, while also backing them up with 
evidence and facts.”

As the year moves forward, this is 
just the beginning for the Elementary 
Student Council.

The Livingston Manor 
Middle School Student 
Council was reformed.

Closed Saturdays
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P. Buckel & Sons
PAINTING CONTRACTORS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • SPRAY PAINTING  

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL
LIC. #28615HI

PAUL BUCKEL PHONE: (607) 498-5950 CELL: (631) 523-5747 
FULLY INSURED • EPA • LEAD SAFE CERTIFIED
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Engraving 
memories

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

If you’ve ever gone to a store to get your 
dog’s name engraved on a tag and happily 
watched as each letter took shape under 
a tiny laser, you can probably imagine 

that same excitement multiplied watching 
an image or letters develop form on a cup, 
tile, or wooden stool.

Students at LMCS not only get to watch, 
they get to design what will be engraved.

Thanks to grant money and the dutiful re-
search of Technology Teacher Dave Hubert, 
art and technology students have access to 

127584
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Visit Us At:  www.klingerpowersports.com

ATVs, Mule UVs, Teryx, Dirt Bikes, Motorcycles,

Can Am Spyders/Rykers, Snowmobiles & Trailers
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an AP Lazer machine right in their 
classroom.

“I had been looking at these ma-
chines for quite a while, so when Mr. 
Larson (MS/HS Principal) sent out 
an email this summer asking if there 
were any big ticket items we were 
interested in,” Hubert explained, “I 
mentioned this engraver.”

Once the engraver arrived over the 
winter, Hubert set to work, with the 
help of students, to set the machine 
up following the very detailed and 
precise instructions. He, along with 
MS/HS Art Teacher Jessica Mall, then 
had an extensive training via Zoom 
on how to operate it, as well as keep it

129855

Literacy is a human right.

Every youngster can learn to read 
and write.

Support Provided by:
• Literacy Specialist
• Special Education Teacher
• English Language Arts Teacher
• Educational Evaluator

Catskill Literacies, LLC
24 Upper Main Street (lower level), Callicoon, NY 12723

READING & WRITING  AGES 4-18

• IN-PERSON TUTORING • INSTRUCTION
• READING ASSESSMENT • WRITING ANALYSIS
• DYSLEXIA SCREENING • STUDENT/PARENT ADVOCACY
• WORKSHOPS

Competency with Compassion
Call with questions: 845-684-0103 or 516-578-5670
email: lori@catskillliteracies.com • follow us on Facebook & Instagram

maintained.
You can engrave almost any-

thing from stone to glass, ceramic 
and metal, to brick and even fab-
ric. Both Hubert and Mall are 
already incorporating engraving 
into the projects that their stu-
dents are currently working on 
in class.

“My photography class is learn-
ing different design programs, 
so the students are working on 
creating logos with their name,” 
Mall stated. “They have a two 
part design, and then they’ll cre-
ate monograms. Once they’re fin-
ished they’ll be able to bring in 
an item of their choice to engrave 

their custom design on.”
In previous years, students have 

cut wine bottles to create wind 
chimes, and then painted on 
their designs. With the AP Lazer, 
they’ll now be able to create the 
chimes and then have the option 
to use the engraver for their de-
signs rather than paint.

For Hubert, his Design and 
Drawing for Production students 
will soon be engraving their logo 
designs onto an item or material 
of their choice, and the wood-
working class will be creating 
game pieces that have to fit into a 
game board that will be engraved 
using the AP Lazer machine.

“You can make puzzles, en-
grave a table or nightstand, a 
box,” smiled Hubert holding a 
Yeti mug that the class just ex-
perimented on. “The possibilities 
are kind of endless, and you can 
engrave anything from a logo you 
create to a photograph you take.”

According to Mall, a big thing 
they’re excited about is using the 
engraver to help raise money for 
their Art & Tech Scholarship that 
is given to graduating seniors. 
They’ll use the laser to engrave 
original 1939 stone roof tiles with 
an image of the school and sell 
them. A keepsake to last a life-
time.
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“Celebrating 130 Years of Comunity Journalism”
Offi  ce in Callicoon

Visit www.scdemocratonline.com
or call 845-887-5200 to advertise or 

subscribe today

National Newspaper Assn. Awards
1st Place, Best Sports Column, Daily and Non-Daily 
Division, 6,000 or more, Ken Cohen, 2017
2nd Place, Agricultural Story Series, Daily and 
Non-Daily Division, 6,000 or more, Kathy Daley, 2019
3rd Place, Best Multiple Advertiser Section, Daily 
and Non-Daily Division, circ. 5,000 to 9,000, Bethel 
Destination Guide, 2020
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“To fish 
opening day on

the Beaverkill is
like celebrating 

Christmas in
Bethlehem.”

Red Smith
New York Times 

Sportswriter

TROUT

A Sullivan
County 

Democrat
publication

Spring 2022

1st Place
 Best Picture Story, 2022
Best Multi-Advertiser Pages, 2021
Best Small Space Ad, 2020
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 Advertising Excellence, 2022
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Special Sections/Niche 
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Best Spot News Photo, 2020
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Winner of 27 National and New York State Press Awards in the last four years
Dedicated. Trusted. Respected.

When you pick up a copy of the Sullivan County 
Democrat, you are not only getting 130 years of 
journalism experience but a community newspaper 
which is produced by a dedicated and professional 

staff each and every week.

New York Press Assn. Awards
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Dr. Jorge R. Delgado

Most insurance
& HMOs accepted(845) 292-3455 • www.spineinorder.com

44 Lanahan Road,
Monticello, NY 12701

111 Sullivan Ave, Suite 101,
Ferndale, NY 12734

-and-

Old Fashioned
Doctor Patient 
Relationship

in warm 
comfortable
atmosphere

We proudly welcome 
Dr. Adam to 
the Practice!

Providing Personalized Chiropractic care for the entire family
in this community for over 30 years.

• Board Certified Chiropractic Neurologist
• 39 Years of Experience
• Member of the Sullivan and Liberty Chambers

130605

EFFECTIVE, NATURAL RELIEF FOR:
• Headaches, Dizziness 
• Neck Pain, Tight Muscles
• Shoulder & Arm Pain 
• Low Back, Hip 
   & Leg Pain

109 DEBRUCE RD, 
LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 12758

845-439-4476 • THEFURFINFEATHER.COM
OPEN EVERYDAY: SUNDAY 9AM - 3PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 5PM

FUR FIN & FEATHER
S P O R T  S H O P

Serving Sullivan County Sportsmen for over 46 years.

Black Powder 
Guns & 

Accessories

Camping & 
Trapping Supplies

Rifles, Shotguns 
& Handguns

BOUGHT, SOLD & TRADED
Bow & Gun Accessories & Ammo

Custom Tied Flies 
& Fly Fishing 
Accessories

Over 200
Firearms
IN STOCK

Rod & Reel 
Combo

Bait 
& Tackle
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The 2025 Sullivan 180 
Scholarship application 
is now available. The 

scholarship program recog-
nizes volunteer efforts in proj-
ects that support the Sullivan 
180 mission to build a healthy 
community through people, 
places, and policy; with an in-
tentional focus on prevention 
and empowering a healthier 
generation. 

Communities and organiza-
tions participating in the 2025 
Sullivan 180 grant program 
welcome volunteer assistance 
in various activities, including 
but not limited to gardening, 
beautification, caring for pub-
lic spaces, project documen-
tation, outreach, or fundrais-
ing.

The Community Founda-
tion of Orange and Sullivan, 
through a donor-advised 
fund established by Sullivan 
180, offers a limited number 
of scholarships to Sullivan 

County residents who volun-
teer in a significant way with a 
Sullivan 180 project. 

Applications are due by Au-
gust 21, and must be com-
pleted electronically via the 
Community Foundation of 
Orange and Sullivan’s Online 
Portal. Applicants should sub-
mit a personal essay explain-
ing the volunteer experience 
and how it impacted them 
personally, a letter of recom-
mendation from the Sullivan 
180 project leader, a letter 
of recommendation from a 
member of the community or 
other non-relative and pho-
tos from the volunteer expe-
rience. Visit Sullivan180.org 
for directions and links for 
applying. 

Scholarships are announced 
in September; and are applied 
toward the 2026 spring semes-
ter at an undergraduate col-
lege of one’s choice. 

For more information on the 

scholarship program or how to 
get involved in a Sullivan 180 
project, contact Anne-Louise 
Scandariato, Director of Com-
munity Engagement at 845-
295-2405 or Anne-Louise@
Sullivan180.org.

College Scholarships available for volunteer efforts

Check us out online at scdemocratonline.com
or call 887-5200 to Advertise or Subscribe Today!
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Read the one 
Interactive 

News Source Where
You’ll Never Have 

To Worry About 
Battery Life.
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845-434-0511
rollingv.com

Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than 
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive 

carefully – it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbor on a bus nearby! 

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation 

for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

We’re Transporting the Most Precious Cargo
Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.
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