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*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS

\  m Replace 4 Disc Pads
' Inspect Calipers and Rotors
:Agﬂ‘fgsﬂo;g:”wa’e spect Calipers and Replace Rotors
cludes OEM Hardviare

: s INSTALLED PER AXLE:
On Most Cars

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH M0OG PROBLEM SOLVERS

* HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT % EXTEND TIRE WEAR
* IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL
* REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com
86 DOLS?&I:;I;N&JE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY

42-2076 (845) 794-4453
Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM

SERV’NG YOUR AUTOMOT’VE NEEDS S’NCE 1968.’ Alignments e Brakes © Tire & Wheel Services ® TPMS e Nitrogen

Axle & CV Joint Repair » Steering & Suspension ® Vehicle Inspection

THREE LOCATIONS TO 176 EAST BROADWAY, MONTICELLO, NY 76 DOLSON AVE, MIDDLETOWN, NY 395 ROUTE 211 EAST, MIDDLETOWN, NY

(845) 794-4455 (845) 342-2036 (845) 343-3328
SERVE YOU! Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM

Visit us online at www.TireDiscountCenter.com!
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FROST VALLEY YMCA
SUMMER DAY CAMPS

Fun for ages 4-16! Bus stops

in Sullivan & Ulster Counties.
Discounted rates for local
families. Financial aid available.

e Teen Camps
e Horse Camps
e Farm Camp

e Specialty Camps
REGISTER

TODAY!

www.frostvalley.org
845-985-2291x 203
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.ﬁ” J/\\ é@l‘dédé Wowuntacn Sugar Fowse, LLE

N 10 Sugarhouse Lane, Grahamsville, NY 12740

Producers of maple syrup, maple cream & sugar

Supplying local vendors year-round

Available throughout the
Mud-Hudson and Catshkills at Feck’s Markets, Main Street Farm, Neversink General Store, Soons Orchards, Emmanuel’s Marketplace and Fishkill Farms
845-985-7815

SANITALL & 3Q' & s remodeng

REMEDIATION - WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION CLOSED CELL FOAM INSULATION - ATTICS
DEEP STEAM VAPOR CLEANING & SANITIZATION BASEMENTS » NEW & OLD
HUMIDEX AIR VENTILATION CONSTRUCTION * VAPOR BARRIER

845-657-7283
345 Upper Samsonville Rd., Olivebridge, NY 12461

Sullivan County N.Y.

PRIMETIME
NITATION

Design your own
shed or garage
with our 3-D Builder
on our website!

Everything For
Your Backyard
Escape - Sheds,
Garages, Pavilions
and Outdoor
Furniture

GREYS N\
WOODWORKS

ORAGE SHEDS AND GARAGES

FREE Delivery in Orange,
Sullivan and Ulster Counties.
Large Outdoor Display at All 3
Locations.

7862 Route 55 | P.O. Box 420 | Grahamsville, NY 12740
599 Route 299 | Highland, NY 12528 ¢ 1A Matthews St,
Goshen, NY 10924
845.985.7006

GREYSWOODWORKS.com @
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SERVING YOUR AREA!

OUR SERVICES:
e Curbside pick-ups
o Seasonal Service
e Bulk Pick-Ups (Call for pricing)

e One Time Pick-Ups (Call For Pricing)

e Junk Removal (Call For Pricing)
e Clean Outs (Call For Pricing)

SIGN UP TODAY

) 845-898-1544
@ PrimeTimesanitation3@gmail.com

f PrimeTime Sanitation Q

Trash pick up you can AFFORD!
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Catskill-Delaware Wildlife: Spring edition. .......8
By Kathy Daley

Soon - we hope - as the sun will stay longer in the sky, our frozen landscape will begin to thaw,
giving birth to a new season - Spring. That is when many of our winter sleepers will join us once

again to enjoy the Catskill-Delaware field and streams. Find out who they are.

Enjoy ‘Glamping’ in the Catskills .............16
By Crystal Tweed

Are you ready for some luxurious camping that combines the comfort of home with the beauty
of nature? Then you will want to go to Domes at Catskills in Swan Lake to find out how modern

hospitality meets rustic charm. Enjoy.

Eyeing eagle conservancy ....................24
By Vincent Kurzrock

Once on the endangered species list, the Bald Eagle has made a remarkable comeback -
especially along the Upper Delaware River Valley. The Highlands Conservancy now hosts field
trips to educate the public all about our National Bird and how to keep them strong.

Andersen’s Fabulous Sugar Bush .............33
By Joe Purcell

This article - written 59 years ago - offers an in-depth look at one of the area’s first maple farms
- the Andersen’s Sugar Bush. Learn about the rich history of this amazing business and how
maple sugaring actually started right across the Delaware River in Wayne County, PA.

Annual Shad run 1s an angler’s dream. . .......38
By Matthew Albeck

The American Shad has a great story to tell as they migrate nearly 330-miles up the Delaware
River every year to spawn. Join Democrat reporter Matthew Albeck as he recounts this adventure

and tell you why it is so important to have a good shad run every year.

On the Cover:

David Soete is a veteran photographer who has captured our
National Bird — the American Bald Eagle — from almost every angle.
Enjoy his photos beginning on page 24.
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The Watershed Agricultural Council and Pure Catskills support  {if .V { |1 B
the farmers of the NYC Watershed region and beyond! '

purecatskills.com
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Awake now, black bears are dormant in winter but are known to élso |eave theu’ dens |f dlsturbed by Ioud
noises or danger. In spring they feast on leaves and other emerging vegetation.

Moving into
the month of March - and waking

up to sweet Springtime
By Kathy Daley
poised to enjoy sunshine that lasts eleven-and-a-half

hours each day. And as for our non-human friends — an-

g s members of the human race, we are now happily
imals, birds, bees and bats — the season of Spring affords them

8 o CATSKILL-DELAWARE, SPRING 2025



not only daylight but also the requisite needs of warmth and food.
As Spring begins, we begin to glimpse our four-legged friends

once again: from the smallest, such as the chipmunks, to our big

black bears, all of whom spent some time snoozing this winter.

BUDDYING UP WITH
A BIG BLACK BEAR

In New York and Pennsylvania, black bears have wintered in
hollow trees or in bear-size holes similar to that of a woodchuck.
The second largest mammal in New York (the moose is the larg-
est), the black bear has also denned in rock crevices or in nests
beneath the roots of large, fallen trees.

That’s because in November or December, bears are triggered
to go underground by the shortage of food. They started to line
their dens with bark, grasses and leaves and then just slept. They
gave up eating, drinking, urinating or pooping during the “den-
ning” period.

Still, bears do have the ability to act quickly if need be, which
makes them not true snoring hibernators.

Then in March and April, the bears begin to leave their dens.
First, they spend a few weeks building up strength by eating
grasses and other plants. They eventually move on to a menu of
ants, bees and carcasses of deer and woodland mammals.

Smaller critters have also snoozed in winter and now awak-
ened. Take the chipmunk — most of its life is underground in
burrows often 30 feet long and three feet deep, with nesting
chambers and storage rooms for nuts and seeds.

Beginning in late October, chipmunks sleep for long periods
throughout the winter. Their heart rate declines to a miniscule
four beats per minute versus its normal, whopping 350 beats
per minute.

Chipmunks will occasionally awaken to snack on stored nuts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Woodchucks hibernate in late fall and continue until February or March,

when they start looking for female burrows nearby.
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SHOP

Liberty

See ads, pages 10-11

THADING POST
AwEHardware

It’s DEFINITELY
worth the trip Hours:
" :
fr:mdany where!! Monday-Saturday 8am - 9pm
¢ Hardware
e Lawn & Garden Supplies Sunday 9am - 7pm
¢ Pool Supplies . 3
* Housewares 1939 State Rt. 52, leerty, NY é
¢ Hand & Power Tools (845) 292-0712 | www.tractorsupply.com h
o (Cabot, Ready Seal,
Flood, Stains
o Ace Paints
¢ Benjamin Moore Paints TOWN OF LIBERTY
o Clark & Kensington Paints Q
« Sourting Bogds Walnut Mountain Park
o Fishing Supplies
¢ Plumbing
¢ Keys Made
¢ Clothes & Bedding Closeouts
o Automotive
o Electrical
o Qutdoor Furniture
o YETI Coolers
o Weber Grills = Hiking/Mountain Biking Trails, Picnic Areas,
o Toys \: e Playground, Baseball & Soccer Fields, Disc Golf
S —— S
1966 ROUTE 52 EAST, LIBERTY, NY, 12754 e . Town of Liberty
845.292.4300 « WWW.ACETRADINGPOST.COM Open Daily 8:00 am — Dusk Parks & Recreation <
OPEN 7 DAYS » MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED & ACE REWARDS 73 Walnut Mountain Rd 845-292-7690 3
C o T Liberty, NY 12754 S
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During winter hibernation, a chipmunk’s heart rate declines to 4 beats per minute versus about 350 beats per minute
normally. Here, a hungry chipmunk is glad to start eating.

Your favorite

cockiahe. reme. | ARCHITECTONICS

wines and spirits

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ARCHITECTURE

(] i
Lunch ¢ Dinner Gatreny
. Documentation
D"nks L4 COHee Permitting

Take-Out

Mr. Howard A. Perez
Principal, Registered NY & NJ

Code Enforcement Official NY State
845.720.2255

haperez1@verizon.net

10 School Street, Liberty, NY 12754 © 845-747-9969
Open 6 days a week © 11 am - 9:30 pm e Closed Tuesdays

" 130073

130208

Think Spring At
V Liberty Agway
HOME & GARDEN CENTER
Annuals Seeds (Flowers, veggies & herbs)
Perennials Seed starting kits
Ornamental Trees & Shrubs Soils & Mulches G
FruitTrees &Berry Bushes Grass Seed &Lawn Fertilizers &

Garden Soil & Fertilizers

Hours: 8am - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, 9am-3pm Sun
11 Bon Jovi Lane, Liberty, NY 12754
845-292-7220 | www.libertyagway.com

° 130384
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Rod’s Taxidermy
Lowis Milucky, Taxidermust
Specialiang in
All Phases of Taxidermy
Accepting VISA, MasterCard & PayPal

Mon. - Fri. 9 - 4:30; Sat. 9 - noon
Sundays by Appointment

4491 Rt. 17B, Suite 1
Callicoon, NY

www.rodstaxidermy.org

845-887-4615
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PHARMACY ° Prescriptions

e Compounding

Main Street Callicoon |' e Custom
845-887-3030 . | Medications
RiversideRemedies.com * Qver the Counter

Needs

@ _PAPYRUSf

* Pet Medication

80708

GIFTS & TOYS ¢ HEALTH & BEAUTY - HOUSEWARES
[ £ gl S e U i g 7] e Sl e e A gt s W i {5 S |

CALLICOON SUPPLY..
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and Building
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Tllilwosss® A
/ Benjamin Moore*
Rte 17B e Gallicoon, NY

845-887-4804

Monday-Friday 7-4:30
Saturday 7-12

n Sunday 8-12

126599




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and seeds and might go outside for brief periods
on warm winter days. Then, starting in February,
chipmunks begin dashing across remnants of
winter snow. They emerge seriously in March for
breeding season, mating twice each year, in early
spring and again in summer.

SNOOZING WOODCHUCKS,
BATS AND SKUNKS

One of our truest hibernators is the wood-
chuck, also named a groundhog, and often the
bane of our existence. (The animals do eat a vari-
ety of plants — which can screw up our gardens —
but they also take down grubs, insects and snails
that we don’t want).

A woodchuck’s thick layer of fat from constant
eating is deliberate: to survive the winter for
a sturdy five months in an earthen chamber
plugged with soil. Their heart rate slows from 160
beats per minute to 4 beats per minute.

Hibernation comes to an end as the first warm
days of Spring arrive. Woodchucks emerge during
the first few weeks of March, hungrily looking for
grasses, twigs, plants, and weeds to eat.

YILLA

RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER

-
/

Get Fit
for Life

— for less

is a spacious, clean 6,000 square

,_

Then there’s our striped skunk. During the
coldest months of winter, he or she goes under-
ground in dens where they enter a state of torpor,
slowing down their metabolic rates. That allows
them, once again, to depend on stored body fat
as a source of energy during a part of the year
when food is scarce.

Skunks block off the burrow entrance with
leaves and grass to keep out the cold. Often, they
will burrow using social thermoregulation, a
fancy term for their cuddling up with each other
for warmth. In February and early March, they
begin mating, giving birth in May.

Another mammal that feeds its babies with
milk is the little brown bat. Warm-blooded and
hairy, bats are smart enough to hibernate in
September or October and wake up from March
to May. During hibernation, the bats’ heartbeat
drops as low as eight beats per minute compared
to 1,300 beats per minute when in flight.

Their stored fat reserves keep the bats alive
until they’re winging it once again.

The little brown bat, however, continues on
the endangered list due to the White-Nosed Syn-
drome disease attacking bats. The National Park
Service is one of the agencies looking for ways to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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1 $3 Olmo .

3 Months for $75/mo
12 Months
-SAVE Even More!

foot facility featuring treadmills and stationary bikes for cardio

workouts, machine weight stations, free weights.

f
We offer the lowest monthly membership fees in the area. o
S
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» 5 Private Efficiency Cabins 1 0 O/ O F F
* Dog Boarding - Indoor/ (0]

Outdoor . .
* 2 10-Station Automated with this ad

Sporting Clays Courses OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

* Five-Stand Course
» Skeet Shooting Claude Neer Rd,
* Shooting Lessons Long Eddy, NY 12760

* Rifle and Pistol Range 845-887-4487

" Fully Stocked Pro-Shop www.catskillpheasantry.com

nnnnn
Fi ri

Stop wishing . . . Start playing!

t
9201

(ﬁtcvc’s music center
"The Musician's Store”

1 We buy, sell, and rent new and used Musical Equipment
» Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 ¢ steve schwartz, owner 7™y

248 rock hill drive, rock hill, ny 12775
phone/fax (845) 796-3616

www.stevesmusiccenter.com

Little brown bats hibernate in caves, buildings and loose
bark in trees. They emerge from hibernation and disperse
on the landscape for the summer and early fall.

Empowering people with intellectual
and other developmental
disabilities since 1975

— aa2.1
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When colder temperatures set in, a skunk will prepare its
den by blocking off the entrance to its burrow with leaves
and grass. They cohabit warming up with others until the
male skunks leave their dens in search of the females.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

manage the bat populations. The bats work as
pest managers, pollinators and seed dispersers.

“We need bats if we want healthy and diverse
ecosystems filled with a variety of organisms,”
noted the Park Service. “Many bats feast on
insects, some pollinate plants, and some bats
spread seeds. Larger animals may depend on
bats for prey. Aside from all these great services,
bats are the only mammal that’s capable of true
flight, and they’re simply fascinating.”

JEFFERSONVILLE

NIMAL HOSPITAL Dr. Moria L. Norris

Dr. Allen Wachter

Office Hours
by Appointment
== Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Sat 8am-12pm
Closed Wednesdays

89 Schoolhouse Road
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845-482-5500

Jeff Sanitation, Inc.
— RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE SERVICE -

RUBBISH REMOVAL
- DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE
10, 15,20 & 30YD.
<9 ROLLOFFS AVAILABLE &84

P.O. Box 387, Jeffersonville, NY 12748 g
(845) 482-0926 =

SHOP
Jeffersonwlle

Now’s the time Vil
to save 25% <
or more on your

energy b bills

Attic Blanket
Blown-in
Attic Insulation

99¢ per square foot

Call for free estimates

NTERSTATE

INNOVATIONS FOR LIVING®
; Tired of throwing money away?
Save at least 20%
on your energy costs

Vinyl replacement
windows
$550 installed

isgreen

129901

Kohler Lumber & Bulldmg Materials, Inc.
Established 1907

(845) 482-5290 * 482-5117 * Fax 482-4270
The Kubenik Family ® Rte. 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

\ Mixe Prers Inc.

INSURANCE AGENCY

Let our knowledgeable staft help you
with all of your msurance needs

Personal
Commercial

Health & Benefits

4898 SR 52, Jeffersonville NY 12748

(845) 482-5510
www.mikepreis.com K

110116
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fCONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Each dome name
pays homage to a
world<renowned
Catskill Resort. .~

Y

Enjoy “Glamping
i the Catskalls

BY CRYSTAL TWEED
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CRYSTAL TWEED | DEMOCRAT
Above: Each dome features
an indoor fireplace to keep
guests warm on a chilly
Catskill evening.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

At left: You will find a fully-
stocked galley kitchen in each
dome. Dine in while enjoying
outdoor views.

lamping is a term that orig-
inated in the UK around
2005. It’s a luxurious form of
camping that combines the
comforts of home with the beauty of
nature. Modern glamping has been
dated back to 16th century British
travelers who used large tents made
of canvas with luxurious furnish-
ings during their journeys. Over the
past few years glamping locations
have been on the rise in New York
City and Upstate, NY. Did you know
that we have glamping locations
right here in Sullivan County?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
No TV? No problem.
Step outside onto
the deck and relax
on one of the deck
lounge chairs or
luxury hammock.

Your Central
Air Conditioning

Specialists!
VEO

ENERGY
SYSTEMS
A Division of Van Etten Oil & Propane
Propane
Premium Blended pGAS 0
BIQHEAT
24-HOUR

EMERGENCY SERVICE

(845) 794-5511

VEOEnergySystems.com
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Youngsville Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Joseph & e
Kerry Jo Nebzydoski 7%

& Family \I y

Small & Large Animals
Rt. 52 Youngsville, NY « 845-482-3330

www.youngsville.myvetonline.com

120471

50% 1
Female-Owned q

TREE CARE AND REMOVAL

i - TRIMMING * REMOVAL * CABLING * FULLY INSURED

Safe and reliable * Prompt  Efficient
Thorough * Reasonable

o

o

Call/email for appointment and free estimate

Treestalkers Tree Care LLC
63 Menges Road/PO Box 679, Youngsville, NY 12791
(845) 482-2146 * thetreestalkers@gmail.com ﬁ
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Domes at Catskills is located in the small ham-
let of Swan Lake. Owner Jerry M. Feeney chose
the Catskills as a location because of how it wel-
comed Jewish travelers to this area many years
ago, says ngO Ramirez, Operatlons coordinator Andersen’s Maple Farm is a N.Y. State Certified Producer
and manager. of the Beef Quality Assurance Program.

Ramirez also Shared, “that was also the inspira- Now taking orders: Hereford Beef & Pork for the freezer
tion for the dome names. Each one pays tribute to - sold by the side or quarter. Call for quotes.
an old hotel like the Flagler, Cromwell, Mountain Pure Manle S Grass F "'c‘li G‘°.““f ]jlf""mw“{s A"“ﬂ“ble;l s
View, and the Pinewood.” And how fitting! Forget e o F“m N "ﬁﬁ"; B“mrfn Maple Sugar

A . A 1Coon rarmers arket ummer Ol'lg.
all you think you know about camping. This takes White Tail Deer, Bear and Turkey Hunting.
outdoor camping to an all-new level! There are 5 845-887-4817
domes, but they are hoping to have a total of 9
by the peak season in May. But the holidays are
always busy, too. Browse the website to see which
option piques your interest.

Their flagship dome, called the Flagler, includes
a luxurious bathroom with shower, vegan bath
products, queen bed and fully-stocked kitchen, Bt 2002
an outdoor firepit, and a luxury hammock. And
those are just a few of its lavish perks. The newest
addition to their dome family is the Pinewood.
Feel the warmth from the indoor woodstove on
a cool spring night perfectly placed in the sitting
area for two. Each dome reservation requires a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

Andersen’s
Maple Farm

Long Eddy, NY

41079

Hardscape Design & Install
for your Outdoor Living Space

24 Rutledgedale Road,
Tyler Hill, PA 18469

AFA American

‘. “ Fence

Association

IIIEFENC NG -
Enhance, Beautify, and

845-386-1161 Protect Your Property

~ with quality, professnonol fencnng
SCAN wysiem ‘.-‘,.m-m\-,‘f We Accept

TO VISIT US :

ON THE WEB g
- a5 S

Privacy Fence, Deer & Garden
Access Control, Pool Fence

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 5

120221
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% CRYSTAL TWEED |

B B S DEMOCRAT

5(’ ‘ : ' _ Unwind after
Bai ._ I 5 a long day of
s Ve traveling in the

sitting area.

FROM WELL DRILLING TO WATER TESTING,
WE MEET EVERY NEED.

Sponeored by the
Walton Historical
Society

October 11th, 2025
10am - 4pm RAIN or SHINE
at the Delaware County Fairgrounds
Free Parking * $2.00 Admission ¢ Under 12 FREE

Now OFFERING SEPTIC PUMPING AND SERVICE - 150+ Vendors (all under cover)
- 7 Food/Coffee Trucks (covered food court)

Contact us for dependable drilling contractors who - Live music all doy - Face Painting and more

ensure your water systems are operating as they should.

130074

- Special “Leaf Peeking” Cruise

11-12, meet at the Veterans Plaza.
I -800-Go- I I I AN - Then Cruige in at the Walton Fall

Market from 12-2

I - 84 5 - 5 8 6 - 4 00 o waltonhistoricnl;,:::é:,@outlook.com

for more information

264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406

www.titanwelldrillingny.com %
Vor|@ ===  Find us on Facebook § 1- |70 -
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

minimum two-night stay, but no one would com-
plain about staying on a two-night getaway on
the lake while indulging in 5-star luxury.

Book your activities in the area on the “Things
To See & Do” tab on the DAC website or stay
right on the property. DAC offers kayaks, paddle
boards, canoeing and e-bikes amenities for their
guests to enjoy. Take in one of the many fine din-
ing options nearby like The Homestead, Cellaio,
The DeBruce, and Glenmore Mansion. For more
information on how to book accommodations at
DAC visit the website at domesatcatskills.com.

J \S

Nichols Pond
Insurance Agency

JOHN NICHOLS, CPCU, LUTCE, ARe, CISR
121 Delaware Street

Walton, NY 13856-0210
pcinsurance@frontiernet.net 607-865-4666

\ 130523 f

Accounting
Payroll & Tax Services

H‘Eig‘

Mike Argiros
(607) 637-4404
216 Wheeler Street,Hancock, NY 13783
mike.argiros@kasosassociates.com

www.KasosAssociates.com

127217

HWLTWS (

FINE WINES AND SPIRI

Regular Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. - 9am - 7 pm | Fri. - Sat. - 9am - 9 pm « Sun. - 10am - 5 pm

27 West Main St., Hancock, NY 13783 (607) 637-5364
THERESA ALLEN, Prop. | HLS@Hancock.net @

“We have the area’s biggest and best wine selection.”

Real Estate, Trust and Estates, Litigation,
Business and Banking.

Hancock, NY Walton, NY Honesdale, PA
607.269.5760 607.241.9974 570.616.9233

@ coetts | 120 YEARS

Troeemoeaes | SERVING OUR CLIENTS

CCLawOffices.com
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TREATED LUMBER...
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= visA LUTIONS

41 Yendes St., Hancock, NY
607-637-2491 - 607-467-2884

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5 pm
Sat. 8 am-3 pm (Labor Day - Memorial Day)
8 am-5 pm (Memorial Day - Labor Day)

MOLDING... FRAMING LUMBER_. PAINT_.. TOOLS...
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Fallsburg

Steingart Printing

Four Generations of Printing Excellence
A Full Service Printer!

* Design * Offset & Digital Printing

Sullivan
County’s

* Bindery * Mailing Service

800-770-6347 Call for prices!!

5211 Main St., South Fallsburg, NY 12779

www.steingartprinting.com

845.434.4321

434-5051

89451

Morningside
Park & Campground:

Experience The Sullivan County Catskills

/A www.townoffallsburg.com
Now Renting Lake View Cabins
Paddle Boat, Row Boat ¢ Canoe Rentals

* SWIMMING ¢ PLAYGROUNDS ¢ BOATING ¢ PICNIC AREA « FISHING
* BALLFIELDS « DOG PARK ¢ HIKING TRAILS ¢« PAVILION RENTALS
e FULL SERVICE CAFE/KOSHER ICE CREAM

We also accommodate your group affairs and school outings.
Season fun runs May 1 through Columbus Day.

Located 10 minutes from Resort World Casino

& %% A Morningside Park
%(La\!‘e ( 845) 434-5877 www.townoffallsburg.com

99583
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CRYSTAL TWEED | DEMOCRAT
Guests are

welcomed into their
accommodations by a
beautiful ambiance and
soft cotton robes and
slippers to relax after a
long day.

Spectacular Courses & Views
Located in the Beautiful Catskl_ls
- Great Mountain Golf #3

,;.‘.;—-—f VISIt us on the Web www.tarrybrae com o

gy ¢ AT

5 ir TR 4
; ‘Gall for Rates & Details °
ﬁ ‘9;—. e -
ga\%‘gi 5 ~ ®Weekday & Afternoon Specials . |
: * Both courses located in the Town of ‘Fé.lISBurg' B
——— :<Tqyrnaments & Outmgs Welcome o w Lo
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he ongoing effort to protect the Bald Eagles
in the Upper Delaware Valley got underway
in earnest in 1998.

This is also the year when the Eagle Institute
was founded, which offered guided tours as a
part of their programming. Years later, the Del-
aware Highlands Conservancy combined with
the Institute.

The Conservancy strives to continue that
grand tradition today with the Eagle Watch bus
tours. Eagle watching bus trips are usually every
weekend in January and February and you can
expect them to announce the start of the sea-
son in November. You can check the website for
more information at www.delawarehighlands.
org/events/ for other wildlife and eco tours.

These tours give participants a chance to view
eagles in the wild and helps them understand
why their conservation is so important.

24 o CATSKILL-DELAWARE, SPRING 2025

DAVID SOETE PHOTOS
The trip not only strives to teach about eagle conservancy, but the ecosystem as well.

Eyeing eagle conservancy

BY VINCENT KURZROCK

The importance is not just eagle conservancy,
but the entire ecosystem as well.

Each winter, hundreds of bald eagles migrate
to the Upper Delaware River region from Can-
ada and upstate New York.

As northern waters freeze, they travel up to 900
miles south in search of open water, abundant
fish, and safe, undisturbed habitat to survive the
winter.

The region’s large trees provide ideal perches
for hunting, while protected lands offer safe
nighttime roosting for wintering eagles.

Unlike during breeding season, these eagles do
not build nests here, relying instead on undis-
turbed areas for rest.

Visitors can join the Delaware Highlands Con-
servancy’s guided bus tours, departing from the
Zane Grey Museum in Lackawaxen, PA, for a sce-
nic and educational eagle-watching experience.

Participants will learn to identify eagles by
their size, shape, and changing feather colors—



from brown and white as juveniles to the iconic
black bodies with white heads and tails by age
five.

The tours also emphasize “Eagle Etiquette,”
teaching participants how to observe these mag-
nificent birds without disturbing them or de-
pleting their vital energy reserves.

“Ilearned so much about eagles and their hab-
itat in the Delaware River. I greatly appreciate
the effort made to speak about the importance
of the Endangered Species Act and the Wild &
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968,” said Katie Simpson,
a tour attendee. “It was an especially important
message to share at this time when efforts to
protect the environment are under attack.”

The Zane Grey Museum, operated by the Na-
tional Park Service and located in the Upper Del-
aware Scenic and Recreational River, serves as
the central hub for the eagle-watching program.

Knowledgeable staff and volunteers provide
insights that enrich each tour experience.

The presence of bald eagles in the Upper Del-
aware River region reflects the area’s healthy

o

a d T
The heated bus will make many stops at observa
like dark-eyed juncos.

tion points. Spectators also report seeing differ

habitat — protected through the efforts of the
Delaware Highlands Conservancy.

With over 19,000 acres of preserved farms,
forests, clean waters, and wildlife habitats, the
region supports both resident and wintering
eagles.

The bald eagle’s remarkable recovery — from
just one nest each in Pennsylvania and New York
in the 1970s to hundreds today — demonstrates
the success of ongoing conservation efforts.

The majestic birds rely on large, undisturbed
forests near water for nesting and roosting, and
thanks to continued preservation, they thrive in
the Upper Delaware River region.

Whether on the tour or eagle-watching on
your own, it is important to make sure you are
following proper eagle etiquette which means
respecting the eagles and other eagle watchers
around you.

You can find out more details on eagle etiquette
on our website: https://delawarehighlands.org/
eagles/eagle-watching/eagle-etiquette/.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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Keep your eyes peeled for eagles sitting in the res,

especially near water.

Smith’s

Colonial Motel

Beautiful Views ~ Beautiful Rooms
on the Delaware Riuer
(607) 637-2989

* EV & Pet Friendly *
23085 State Hwy 97 Hancock, NY 13783 smithscolonialmotel.com

130310

PET FRIENDLY!
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

“It's important to dress warmly to keep your-
self comfortable as the temperatures in the re-
gion during January and February are typically
very cold and windy,” advises Rachel Morrow
and Bethany Zarnowski of the Delaware High-
lands Conservancy. “Good winter footwear is es-
sential. Bringing binoculars will help you safely
get a closer look at the birds rather than viewing
with the naked eye or trying to move closer and
potentially causing the birds to fly away, using
the energy they are trying to conserve.”

They also advise that cameras are recom-
mended in case you get a chance to capture any
moments that you would like, whether it’s of the
eagles or a great picture of you and those who
accompanied you on the tour.

“You don’t need to have a lot of gear to have a
great eagle watching experience!”, said Morrow.

The Conservancy partners with landowners in
Pennsylvania and New York to protect their land
through conservation easements — voluntary,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

LOPGING
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162 Saint Josephs Road, Forestburgh, NY 12777
845.791.9506 * contact@Lakeloseph.com * www.Lakeloseph.com



Your aclventure aisaits AT ROSCOECAMPSITE PARK
ROSCOECAMPSITEPARK.COM | 2179 OLD ROUTE 17 | ROSCOE NEW YORK

Furnished Cabins
RV & Luxury Tent Sites
RV Rentals & Sales
Luxury Lodge Tents
Tubing & fishing on the
Beaverkill River,
basketball court, wifi,
playground & more!

penomg AT THE CATSKILL OUTPOST

Now Available

CATSKILLWAGONOUTPOST.COM | 18177 COUNTY HIGHWAY 17 | COOKS FALLS NEW YORK

.. COVERED CONESTOGA WAGONS
% Located near the
banks of the famed
Beaverkill River,
book a wagon &
experience a piece of
American history.

AND AT TROUT TOWN FARMS
TROUTTOWNFARMS. COM | 248 BEAVERKII.L MOUNTAIN ROAD | ROSCOE NEW YORK

Pool in a quiet private
community. Book your
own 2 Bedroom house

or join us for a fun

filled Farm Tour!
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The bus trip starts at the Zane Grey Museum. This serves as the central hub for the program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

legal agreements that permanently safeguard a
property’s natural value.

These agreements are flexible, balancing land
preservation with future needs, and are re-
corded in the property deed. The Conservancy
works with current and future landowners to
uphold these protections forever.

The Conservancy’s headquarters, the 144-acre
Van Scott Nature Reserve in Beach Lake, PA, of-
fers a welcoming space for all ages to explore na-
ture. With three miles of walking trails through
forests, meadows, and wetlands the Reserve also
hosts year-round educational programs.

The number of eagles seen on each tour var-
ies, as wildlife can be unpredictable, but some

Raimondo’s
RISTORANTE & PIZZERIA
Distinctive Italian Cuisine
Lunch & Dinner

Serving Pasta, Veal, Chicken,
Seafood & Steaks _
I ALSO THE FINEST PIZZA \ .
Open Daily ¢ 11AM - 11PM

Exit 94, Stewart Ave., Roscoe, NY 3
607.498.4702

66152
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OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER
CLOSED SUNDAYS

CALL FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS
OUR SPECIALS MAKE IT WORTH THE TRIP

F

GREAT FOOD AT GREAT PRICES

SPRING IS HERE... TAKE A SHORT DRIVE
INTO THE COUNTRY & TREAT YOURSELF TO A

SCHOOLHOUSE  [clelopXVIZAW AR, =€, (0]0[1; [0l

Restaurant

Corner of 670 & 247

North of Honesdale
1732 Bethany Turnpike
Pleasant Mount, PA 18453 GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

570-448-2130 » www.theredschoolhouse.com

CATERING (0n or Off Premises)
PRIVATE PARTIES




(£ (607)-290-4315 (0)
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Boarding & Grooming

89 Rock Ridge Dr.
Monticello, NY 12701
845-791-7444
Fax 845-791-7450

119947

SEE PAGES 30 32

Susan Gross, LWsy.

ATTORNEY AT LAw

1922 OIld Rt. 17
Roscoe, NY
(607) 498-6111

7 Saint John St.
Monticello, NY
(845) 791-8600

www.susanlgross.com

Let an experienced lawyer
help you!

77345

/

-

369 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
845-794-6639

In Addition:

*¢ Extensive Copy Center

o¢ Authorized Fedex & UPS Shipping Center
o¢ Extensive Art Supply Shoppe

o¢ All Types of Framing

Kristt] (Kelly

Office Systems Cor“

: Home office Specialists:

o¢ Computer Desks
¢ Desk Chairs, Chairs, Chairs
¢ Low Volume Printers

& Multifunction
Black & White & Color
o& Laptops
o¢ Desk Computers
o¢ Supply Items

Commercial Office Specialists:

o6 Kyocera Printers & Multifunction
Black & White & Color

o¢ Office Furniture

o6 Computer Supplies

o Office Supplies

¢ Commercial Vacuums

o¢ Computer Furniture

96091
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

tours have spotted up to 30 eagles! Participants
may also see a variety of other birds, including Discover why
raptors like hawks and smaller species such as : : over 17 million
chickadees, red-bellied woodpeckers, and dark- i &%, | homeowners
eyed juncos. > § trust State Farm®.
“The tours sell out annually, and typically have i
a waitlist,” explained Zarnowski. “Reserving
your spot early ensures you will be able to attend
a tour on your preferred date. Tours are typically

. . Robert Wells, Agent i
announced in November of the prior year.” 18 Thompeon Sauare With your new home comes new
f ) bl d 1 hi Monticello, NY 12701 responsibilities - like protecting
If youre unable to attend an eagle-watching oot s 8457947000 your new investment with the right
tour, there are still ways to support eagle con- amount of homeowners insurance.

. That's where | can help.
servation. Like a good neighbor,

Advocate for the protection of land, water, State Farm is there.®
and wildlife, or contribute to organizations like CALL ME TODAY.
the Delaware Highlands Conservancy through
donations, which can be made on their website.

Additionally, you can get involved by volun-
teering as an Eagle Watch member. You can also C% Sta te F ar m "
visit www.DelawareHighlands.org for more in-

formation on how to help protect these majestic
birds and their habitat. 81184

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
0907507.1 State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Serving

m I I Sullivan County
Since

Plumbing, Heating, and AC  '%*°

Specializing in all phases of service & installation...

plumbing, radiant heating, hot water/hot air heating, hydro air, air-conditioning '6
* AC Ductless Split Units * Water Treatment Systems ¢ Geothermal Systems
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS
Certified & Factory Trained Professionals in the Latest Technologies AQUAPEX
2 “NO JOB’S TOO BIG FOR SMALLS” - 876 Old Route 17, Harris - Professional
8 FULLY INSURED 845-794-7780 Plumbing Systems

Come shop at the

Read It Again Bookstore

located on 63 North Street in Monticello
Most hardcovers are $1.50
Paperbacks are $ .75
Children’s books are $.50

Unusual or rare books are priced individually.
For more info call 794-0017
All proceeds go to Literacy Volunteers of Sullivan County
Check out our sales on www.literacysullivan.org

89976
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Blustein Shapiro
Frank & Barone

Barbara A. Garigliano,
Managing Partner

Sullivan County
and Catskills Office
449 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010

— e

STEVEN DAVIS PHOTO

An imature eagle (distinguished by its mottled coloring)
dives for dinner.

Serving Sullivan County

Since 1983 LAW OFFICE OF

CLedlacke MICHAEL DAVIDOFF, ESQ.
Auto @aa(y. Gre. Attorney at Law

Collision Repairs
& Refinishing

e Computerized Estimates JULIE BRENNAN,
e I-Car & ASE Certified .
Technicians Legal Assistant
* NYS Licensed Insurance
Adjuster
* We work with All Insurance
Companies 110 Bridgeville Road, Suite 1
e Factory Fit - Finish & Color
Matching (P.O. Drawer 1040 - Mailing)
* Unibody & Chassis Repairs
- Car Rentals & Towing Monticello, NY 12701
Available

* We Also Sell Original
Equipment Parts

794-0648 ©

BILL SEDLACK

Tel. (845) 794-5170 (Direct Line)

Email: info@ddelawoffice.com
3520 ROUTE 42 SO., MONTICELLO
(1 1/2 Mi. Past Mont. High School)

110691
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This article first appeared in the 1966 Upper Delaware Drummer, whose Editors
were Dorothy M. and Joe Purcell. Heralded as “Useful Information for the Traveler and
Visitor,” the Upper Delaware Drummer was published by Snug Harbor Country Store
in Narrowsburg, N.Y. for several decades in the 1950s and 60s. The staff artists included
Mrs. Anthony Hawker of Narrowsburg; Zelda Milk of Long Eddy; Manville Wakefield,
Sullivan County Historian; James W. Burbank, curator of Fort Delaware and Wayne
Trimm, staff artist for the New York State Conservationist.

whose father operated one of the most fa-
mous eating places in the Scandinavian
countries should establish one of New York
State’s largest maple sugar industries — and that
Andersen’s Sugar Bush should be located near
where America’s first such enterprise started.
August Andersen and his wife, together with
their son, August and daughter-in-law, Irene,
have developed a sugar bush of some 5,000 trees
which supplies the raw materials for their syrup
and candy operation high up in the hills above

It seems only fitting and proper that a man

Long Eddy. Their sugar bush, although not the
largest syrup producing bush in New York State,
is unique in that they make their own candy and
colorful ceramics in which much of their pro-
duce is packed.

August Sr. and Mrs. Andersen were both born
in Copenhagen. Mr. Andersen’s father was
known all over Europe for his “strawberry cellar,”
which in today’s language would mean that he
had a restaurant which featured gourmet food

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33

despite the season. His operation, according to
Mr. Andersen, first gained fame for the straw-
berries served with thick cream when they were
unavailable locally. The Andersen “strawberry
cellar” supplied the royal families as well as the
Czarina of Russia.

Some thirty years ago, August and his wife
came up to their farm high above the Basket
Brook with the idea of taking in boarders and
establishing a resort. In the process, they added
two farms to their holdings to make a total of
1,000 acres, much of which was covered with
sugar maples. From the start, they, like so many
of their neighbors, made a quantity of sugar from
their bush. However, about eight years ago, after
taking into consideration the assets that they
had - some 10,000 trees that could be tapped, a
daughter-in-law, Irene, who is a home econom-
ics teacher who'd be a tremendous help in sugar
producing, and a son who was not afraid of hard
work - they went into the sugar and syrup busi-
ness for keeps.

According to the Andersens, the maple sugar

CAMPER AND RV

SALES * SERVICE
PARTS * ACCESSORIES

82 Purdytown Turnpike
Lake Ariel, PA

570.226.4111
www.ROADHOUSECAMPER.com
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industry has undergone a complete change.

No longer is it operated as in the days of old
when wooden buckets and horse or ox-drawn
sleighs brought the sap to the collection point
for boiling. Gone are the days of the castiron ket-
tles in which the sap was boiled down for syrup.
Today’s sap product, which is delivered to the
sap house by plastic tubing and drawn from the
trees with nylon fittings, is a cleaner, more sani-
tary product. The appearance and taste of maple
syrup has been improved considerably since
oil burners have replaced wood-fired evapora-
tors. The colorful sugar operation of yester-year,
which featured roaring wood fires, resulted in
an accumulation of ashes, bark, soot and smoke
which was not appreciated with pancakes.

It was at Stockport, Pennsylvania, located on
the Delaware River, just a short distance “as the
crow flies” from the Andersen sugar bush, that
the first maple sugar industry in the United
States is reported to have been born. Around
1790, Samuel Preston and John Hilborn sent a
quantity of maple sugar down the Delaware to
Philadelphia to Henry Drinker. He in turn for-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36

Largest selection of Premium Food
and Supplies in the Region.

SPEL
CENTRAL

|“ “4"’“ "@

650 Old Willow Ave/Rte 6 Mall Ste H
Honesdale, PA 18431
570-251-3470

Mon-Fri 8:30am to 6:00pm PROFESSIONAL
w Sat 9am-4pm Sun 10am-2pm &2 =2 PET GROOMING

www.petcentralstores.com  “=%5|VI5A

o Pets ¢ Wildlife
* Horses/Backyard Animal

SELF-PET WASH
STATIONS

126595

FOR HIM AND HER TOO
WE DO DRY CLEANING

MEN’S & WOMEN’S
CLOTHING, SHOES &
TUXEDO RENTALS

Main Street Honesdale
570-253-3080 « 1-800-272-5361
www.artsforhimandhertoo.com

Mon. - Fri. 9-6 * Sat. 9-5 ¢ Closed Sunday
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August Andersen Sr. and his wife operated a gourmet restaurant in Copenhagen before coming to America.

ﬁ o W ,A%}us i B ¥
379 Grimms Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 | 570.253.4341
Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hotmail.com

CASE
TIRE SERVICE INC.

256 Grandview Avenue * Honesdale, PA 18431

Jeff and Zach Tamblyn
570-253-1921

www.casetireservice.com ¢ info@casetireservice.com

Firestone ¢ Bridgestone ¢ Fuzion

Cooper * Goodyear | RETREADING

130250

THE LAKE REGION’'S LARGEST SHOWROOMS

Church & 6th Sts. - 570-253-1860
CHARMING MILFORD bt
Route 2001 (Water St.) - 570-296-9610
BEAUTIFUL LAKE WALLENPAUPACK
+% Route 6 *+ 570-226-9726

VanGorders.com &0
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34

warded a box of it to George Washington and
received a reply in a letter in which Washington
wrote: “And being persuaded that considerable
benefit may be derived to our country from a due
prosecution of this promising object of industry
(the manufacturers of maple sugar), I wish every
success to its cultivation which the persons con-
cerned in it can themselves desire.”

Mr. Drinker, who was a large landowner in this
county (Wayne), at once had a little book printed

setting forth the pleasures and profits of the
sugar industry, and shortly thereafter set about
organizing a society which was to be called “The
Union Society, for promoting the manufacture
of sugar from the maple trees and furthering the
interests of agriculture in Pennsylvania.” (The
above taken from the History of Wayne, Pike and
Monroe Counties).

The Andersens pray for warm sunny days
(above 40 E) and frosty nights which make the
sap run heavy. The heavy run may last as long as
20 days and each tap should yield some 10 gal-

L&L OUTDOOR VISIONS

20 Year Warranty on all
Poly Furniture
WE RUN CONTINUOUS SALES

1 Come See Our Showroom
Filled With New...

Old Hickory Buildings/Sheds

Poly Outdoor Furniture
Fire Pits * Home Decor

314 Grandview Ave Route 6, Honesdale, PA - OPEN YEAR ROUND
570-229-5846

Since 1920

At Your Service 24/7

570-226-4571 - amskier@amskier.com « amsRier.com

Looking for something
for your pet?

I'm paws-a-tively
sure we have it!

Stop in today, meet Cmder !
our amazing selection of thmgs @3& our pet!

222 Willow Avenue, Honesdale
(570)253-3132
www.finsandfeatherspa.com

ACROSS THE TRACKS

0920€
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93 4th St., Honesdale, PA 18431
tracksantiques@gmail.com e acrossthetracksantiques.com

Antigques @Q More, LLC

Hours: M, W, Th & F 11am-6pm e Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 11am-4pm e Tues Closed

Like us on
Facebook

(570) 470-5817



lons of sap per season. Ten gallons of sap boiled
down will yield one quart of syrup.

With the coming of the first warm spring
nights and first stages of bud development, the
harvest season is over. If the work of collecting
some 50,000 gallons of sap seems like a chore,
the Andersons have only started. For now comes
the packing of syrup, making of the candy and its
distributions to shops far and wide and finally,
the appearance at the Wayne County and Rhine-
beck Fairs.

It is at the fairs that the Andersens try to meet
many new people and acquaint them with their
delicious maple products. In merchandising
their maple cream, they found that customers
thought that this was some sort of a face cream
and didn’t go for it. The Andersens now call their
delicious cream, “Maple Butter” and point out
that their butter actually does not contain butter
but is pure maple syrup made to remain in a
spreading, butter-like consistency. Once they in-
duce people to try it on pancakes, French toast,
biscuits, and the like, they're sure they’ll have a
demand for their product.

The Andersen’s sugar bush is located three
miles from Long Eddy and is easily reached by

turning off Route 97 at the viaduct and proceed-
ing east on County Road 134.

Visitors are always welcome at the Andersens
where candy is frequently being turned out in
the candy kitchen, where Mrs. Andersen is busy
turning out attractive ceramic jugs for the pack-
ing of syrup and where everyone is busy, busy,
but never too busy to be friendly.

Now in its third and fourth generations,
Andersen’s Maple Farm is still going strong today.
Please see Andersen’s Maple Farm's
ad on page 19.

Matthew J.

reda

Real Estate, Inc.

Upper Delaware Country Properties
PO Box 335
21 Lower Main Street, Callicoon, N.Y. 12723
Business: (845) 887-5640
E-Mail: tom@fredarealty.com
WEB: fredarealty.com

25382

845-397-1937

R E

196 Glen Ellyn Road,
Fremont, NY 12736

-
HEAGLE ==
Roscoe 2547 State
53 Stewart Ave., ‘ r Route 12b,
Roscoe, R I E R Hamilton,
New York 12776 New York 13346

Fall in love with your dream home today!

A L T Yuc

315-824-8989
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Annual Shad Run...

Landing a 20-inch Shad is great fun, especially from the front of Tony Ritter’s guide boat.

... asign of Spring,

an angler’s dream, and an mdicator of watershed vitality

STORY BY MATTHEW ALBECK

arking the joyful rebirth of Spring, the
Mannual shad run is an epic 330-mile

journey for adult shad who swim from
the Bay of Fundy in the Atlantic Ocean to the
Upper Delaware River to spawn.

On this run they must safely swim past
many predatory fish, including striped bass,
smallmouth bass, bluefish, and channel catfish.
Larger predators like birds, bears, and marine
mammals also eat shad. Anglers usually catch
and release shad, although some keep the fish
for their roe. Once they reach their spawning

38 o CATSKILL-DELAWARE, SPRING 2025

area, the shad begin releasing eggs (up to 300,000
each) at night in shallow areas where water is
moving. Most shad die after spawning, but some
may survive to spawn for many years. Once they
hatch, the little shad fry live in river nurseries
until the next fall, when they return to the Atlan-
tic Ocean on their way to the Bay of Fundy.

The Delaware River is unique along the At-
lantic Ocean because it is free flowing along its
entire length. Shad and other migratory fish can
swim through the entire main stem river and up
into the East and West Branch of its headwaters.
In the 19th century, exploitation, pollution, and
dams in the upper Delaware obstructed this free



flowing watershed and led to a significant de-
cline in the shad population.

In 1828, the Delaware and Hudson Canal Com-
pany constructed a 16-ft dam across the river at
Lackawaxen, Pennsylvania, which remained for
80 years until it was dismantled. In 1889, The
New York Times reported that this bridge deci-
mated the upper river spawning run. During the
1940s and 1950s, pollution around Philadelphia
caused significant declines in dissolved oxygen
which blocked fish migrations from late spring

to early fall. Pollution of the Delaware watershed
continued to persist until the passing of the Fed-
eral Clean Water Act in 1972, which significantly
improved water quality.

Jesse Filingo has been a fly fishing guide on the
Upper Delaware River for the past ten years and
leads trips on the upper branches as well as 30
miles of the main stem. He usually guides from
a drift boat and teaches everyone from beginner
fly fishers to advanced anglers who are keen to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40

American Shad

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER

© 2016 John Punola

This map, designed by the late John Punola, who
was known as Mr. Shad Man, shows the migra-
tory route the shad take every year. At right, is a
band used to track shad on the route.

Spawning and Migration
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gain insight from an expert.

Filingo teaches all aspects of fly fishing and
also provides his clients with environmental
education. He believes it’'s important to know
about the ecosystems, watersheds, insects,
birds, and flora of the area that you are fishing,
and he imparts this wisdom to his clients.

In addition to making them more skilled fish-
erman, understanding a watershed’s ecosystem
bolsters a client’s sense of place and also fosters
a respect for the watershed and hopefully in-
spires a stewardship over the land they use for
recreation. It is this respect for the Upper Dela-
ware’s vitality that makes Filingo elated when he
sees a healthy shad run.

Filingo knows that large numbers of migratory
shad are an excellent indicator of water quality
and overall environmental health of the wa-
tershed and local ecosystems of the Delaware
River. It’s crucial for the shad to have a clean and
unblocked river system for their long migration,
so when the shad run is large, it tells Filingo that
the water quality is good. The shad run offers a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44

KASOS GREEK RESTAURANT

49 Stewart Avenue, Roscoe, NY 12776 ¢ 607-290-4337 —

kasosgreek@yahoo.com ¢ kasosgreekrestaurant.com f
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PHOTO .BY JESSE’FlLlNGO EFFECTIVE, NATURAL
Jesse Filango’s RELIEF FOR:
e Headaches, Dizziness
* Neck Pain, Tight Muscles

friend Jake Pre-
cone battles a
fish on the Upper
Delaware.

e Shoulder & Arm Pain
 Low Back, Hip & Leg Pain

Covered By
Most Insurances

0Old Fashioned
Doctor Patient Relationship

Dr. Jorge R. Delgado

+ Board Certified
Chiropractic Neurologist

+ 38 Years of Experience in warm
« Member of the Sullivan comfortable atmosphere
Chambers

Providing Personalized Chiropractic care for the entire ‘
family in this community for over 30 years.

44 Lanahan Road, and- 111 Sullivan Ave, Suite 1-1,
Monticello, NY 12701 Ferndale, NY 12734
(845) 292-3455 « www.spineinorder.com

Most insurance accepted

Buck Brook

ALPACAS

A FAMILY FARM

Find our seasonal hours
and book tours and events
online at buckbrookalpacas.com.

WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN AT - >
WWW.BUCKBROOKALPACAS.COM s N F

12 Bestenheider Road, Roscoe, NY 12726 « 845.807-3104 K3

CATSKILL-DELAWARE, SPRING 2025 e 41




E%J ited
nite
Health

Services

Primary Care
Roscoe

1982 Old Route 17
Roscoe, NY

(607) 498-4800

UHS Primary Care

Where and when you need us!

At UHS Primary Care Roscoe, we
know how vital a strong community
AND dependable healthcare are.

For a full list of That's why we provide personalized care,
services available at supporting you and your family every

UHS Delaware Valley Hospital, step of the way, every day!

scan the QR code.

From routine check-ups to managing

chronic conditions, we're your trusted

nyuhs.or g partner in health.

129434
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Medical Eyecare
Fashion Optical
Contact Lenses

4895 Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY
Tuesday - Friday: 9am - 5pm

@ www.eyesonmainst.com
X info@eyesonmainst.com

S EAMILY

ROUP

T3 FOOTCARE

We Are The Regional Proven Leaders In Podiatry

Let Doctors with over 100 years of combined experience help you.
Virtually All of our Services are covered by insurance
6 doctors & 6 offices with Saturday & Evening hours
Foot Surgery - Diabetic Shoes - All Foot & Ankle Conditions
Foot Supports (Orthotics)

Middletown Monticello & Callicoon

692-3668 794-7741
Liberty = Monroe Port Jervis
292-5200 492-8637 856-7700

@nami a TASTE of

Sullivan County, NY
piscount
carDd
Shee SULLIVAR

GOOD AT PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES FOR THE AGREED UPON DISCOUNT/OFFERS 1/1/2025-12/31/2025

yeeeL

Good at over 30 eateries around the County for
Unlimited Use from January 1- December 31, 2025

Cards are $25 each; a tax-deductible donation to
NAMI Sullivan, the local affiliate of the
National Alliance on Mental lliness

OfrrA0)
=

For information about how to purchase
your card, visit our website -
namisullivan.org (scan the QR code)
or phone (845) 794-1029

129900

Some Amenities & Services Include:

Private & Semi-Private Rooms>Private Bath
Medications Management>Nutritious Meals & Desserts
Housekeeping Service>Daily Laundry Service
Wheelchair-Accessible Bus>Planned Social Outings & Events.

150 Noble Lane
Bethany, Pa. 18431
(570] 251-3463
www.bethanyseniorliving.com
Call for more information or
Stop in for a tour anytime.

@etﬁany (()i[[ﬁge

77238

ACHIEVEmo™

REHAB AND NURSING FACILITY

SHORT-TERM REHAB
LONG-TERM CARE

Private Rehab Suites
Excellent Quality Care

170 Lake Street, Liberty, NY
845-292-4200

’ wwwAchleveRehabNY.com :
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view into The Delaware’s water quality but also
provides a necessary food source for eagles, os-
preys, and other predators.

Filingo said there were “a ton of shad as far up
as Callicoon” in 2024, but that it varies year to
year depending on a number of factors.

For example, in a year of lower snowfall, the
water volume will be lower and the shad may
have a tough time reaching their spawning
grounds. In late April, Filingo starts to see signif-
icant shad numbers in the Upper Delaware that
increase in May and into early June. He said the
most sought after fishing spots are 10-20 miles
north and south of the New Hope-Lambertville
Bridge area near Trenton, New Jersey, where the
shad begin appearing in early April.

The shad are able to navigate large rapids on
the lower Delaware and no artificial dams block
their run. In the Upper Delaware, Filingo sees
most shad in the main stem because they avoid
cold water for spawning (they cannot tolerate
water below 41 degrees). Filingo said that shad
are not sought after by humans to eat, but their

4 Tres “ﬁ’i[z"- N\

KNG E R

v?’ow:?r.fports
33 West Street, Walton

GCcFmoTo
’-—-—_———7

ATVs, Mule UVs, Teryx, Dirt Bikes, Motorcycles,
Can Am Spyders/Rykers, Snowmobiles & Trailers

Hours: Mon-Thur, 9am - J:30 pm;
Fri, 9am - Spm; Sat, 9am - 4pm

92151

Visit Us At: www.klingerpowersports.com
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The late John Punola and his wife Nancy fished for Shad
every Spring for more than two decades. He was the ex-
pert when it came to putting shad in the net.

POLARIS
SNOWRICELLES o ATV o

408 WELCOME LAKE ROAD, BEACH LAKE, PA 18405
G70) 720~7402

www.billcase.com

120213

WARNING! ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protec-
tive clothing and never carry passengers unless the adult ATV has been designed by the manufacturer specif-
ically for that purpose. Polaris adult models are for riders aged 16 and older. Be sure to take a safety training
course. For safety and training information, call SVIA at 800-887-2887. You may also call your Polaris Dealer or

Polaris at 800-342-3764. OPolaris Sales Inc.




roe has been historically prized as a delicacy.

Filingo said, “it's amazing that the shad are
still able to make this epic journey” and “we
will know that we are in trouble if the shad stop
spawning in the Upper Delaware River.”

Jesse Filingo owns and operates Filingo Fly
Fishing and is a certified fishing guide in New
York and Pennsylvania (jesse.filingo@filingofly-
fishing, 615-428-5090)

Catching shad is loads of fun, especially when you give a
seven-year-old the fishing pole.

FUR FIN & FEATHER IIBeaverlkill
SPORT SHOP | |Trout Hatchery

Serving Sullivan County Sportsmen for over 46 years.

g Fishing Preserve Open 8 to 5
Rifles, Shotguns Saturday & Sunday, April - Labor Day

& Handguns Top Quality

BOUGHT, SOLD & TRADED Trout
Bow & Gun Accessories & Ammo for Stocking
Black Powder and for
- o 200
Guns & Accessories Fi‘:zgrms the Table
Camping & Trapping IN STOCK Hatchery Open All Year-Round
Supplies - (weather permitting)
Rod & Reel Family Owned and Operated by the Shaver Family
Combo Bait Circa 1963 — 5 Generations
& Tackle ¥ Restaurant inquiries Welcome

Email: troutlady61@gmail.com

LIVE DELIVERY GUARANTEED
Minimal delivery charges in NY, PA, NJ & CT

109 DEBRUCE RD, LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 12758 We accept cash or check, no credit cards please.

845-439-4476 « THEFURFINFEATHER.COM
OPEN EVERYDAY: SUNDAY 9AM - 3PM 8 Alder Creek Rd. n 845-439-4947
Livingston Manor, NY for info

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 5SPM

Custom Tied Flies
& Fly Fishing
Accessories

99227

129644
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Shad will bite on nearly any lure, although most fishermen prefer to use shad darts.

YOUNGSVILLE
GARAGE, INC.

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

* A/C & Transmission Service
* Foreign & Domestic
* Computerized Diagnostics
* Computerized Wheel Alignments

(845) 482-5151 GOODFYEAR
Scott Gaebel ® Route 52, Youngsville, NY

0vy68

Fine Pre-Owned Vehicles

- Over 7100 Vehicles In Stock!!

Sullivan County’s biggest little dealership
T“ABE with the lowest miles in the mountains!
CALL 845-583-5110 OR JUST STOP BYlum

55615

954 State Route 17B, Mongaup Valley, NY 12762 - www.sevenxmotorsinc.com
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spread your wings

New York's Sullivan-Catskills.
is for the birds.... and-hikers,
bikers, river rats, and anglers.

Spot over 200 species af the Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area. Hike or bike through dozens
of trails suitable for all fitness levels.

Fish in the waters where American dry fly fishing
was born. Raft, kayak, or canoe the 73-mile
Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River.

SULLIVAN &L
CATSKILLS

SullivanCatskills.com
1.800.882.CATS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

129569
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COCHECTON
MILLS, INC.

30 DEPOT ROAD, COCHECTON, NY 12726
845-932-8282 OR 570-224-4144

WE HAVE ALL YOUR BACKYARD FARM NEEDS!
Livestock Feed, Fertilizer & Seed,
Fencing, Shavings & Farming Supplies

LIVESTOCK FEED ¢ HOME HARDWARE
LAWN, GARDEN & YARD SUPPLIES
BIRD SEEDS & PET FOOD ¢ WOOD PELLETS ¢ COAL
FOOD PLOT SUPPLIES ¢ AND MUCH MORE!

104984




