TAKE ONE

e ' - ' , - !
A Special Supplement to the Sullivan County Democrat

A look at activities
in the Tri-Valley

Central School
District

SECTION T « FEBRUARY 2025
CALLICOON, NY




2T TRI-VALLEY SCHOOL SCENE SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT FEBRUARY 2025

g SUNY SULLIVAN

Join us on campus

« No SAT/ACT/Min. GPA Requirements

» 40+ Degree, Certificate & Microcredential Programs

» Financial Aid & Scholarships

» Academic Advising & Career Coaching

» FREE Personal Counseling SULLIVAN
« FREE Tutoring

« Transfer Pathways

« Intercollegiate & Intramural Athletics (including Esports!) FREE TUITIUN & FEES

« Student Life, Clubs & Activities
. No COVID-19 vaccine requirement* For 2024-2025 Sullivan County HS grads/GED recipients**

*With the exception of Nursing & Respiratory Care students in clinicals

** Restrictions apply

Visit sunysullivan.edu to learn more.
845-434-5750 x 4287 | admissions@sunysullivan.edu




FEBRUARY 2025

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT

TRI-VALLEY SCHOOL SCENE 371

‘Ti1-Valley Superintendent Erin Long reects

on school progress

BY VINCENT KURZROCK

nder Tri-Valley Superinten-
l Ident Erin Long, upgrades

and progress have been at
the forefront of her work this past
year, with the district being able to
make quality upgrades to spaces
within the Elementary School,
Secondary School and District Of-
fice.

These spaces, known as Collab-
oration Spaces, allow for groups
of students to work on projects
together, and allow collaborative
learning to take place. They also
serve as a convenient space to
hold larger group meetings or
community events.

“We have continued our focus
on our students and their needs,”
said Long. “For example, we have
made some state-of-the-art up-
grades to both of our libraries and
some of our counseling suites.”

One of these spaces is called a
“Bear Den” which is a space for
students to socialize and complete
their schoolwork in a more relaxed
setting.

There, seniors displayed their
“Senior Tiles” which was an op-
portunity for seniors to create a
tile representative of themselves.

“We have so many Tri-Valley
traditions that are honored and
valued; these opportunities have
simply enhanced the wonderful
school that we have,” stated Long.

Long acknowledges that growing
can be a challenge especially when
it comes to implementing new ini-
tiatives.

“Communication has been a pri-
ority for us as identified in our
strategic plan,” explained Long.
“This year we moved to a com-
munication platform called Parent
Square.”

When there is a change in the
practice schedule or something
exciting to share from the class-
room, Parent Square can be used
as an app or email to instantly no-
tify the families.

According to Long, their families
participate 98 percent of the time,
and they are making this their pri-
mary communication channel.

“What is great about Parent
Square is the communication can
come from the district, a building,
a teacher, coach or a staff member
leading a club,” the Superinten-
dent noted.

A workplace of pride

The learning that comes with
being Superintendent for the
Tri-Valley Central School District
is something Long really enjoys.

She states that what they do is
really driven by a lot of school law.
Additionally, she’s had the chance
to take part in more advocacy for
their school.

“With the many unfunded man-
dates and requirements of the

state, it is really important that our
district is represented,” stressed
Long. “I had the good fortune to
participate in some of the Rocke-
feller Institute conversations that
studied the Foundation Aid for-
mula.”

While participating in these
studies, she was able to share a
bit about Tri-Valley’s story and the
changing needs of their commu-
nity.

“Every day, it is an honor to be at
our school,” Long stated.

Superintendent Erin Long

Cyber-challenges in education

Long acknowledged the fact that
they are in the thralls of a social
media crisis, noting that, as such,
students’ lives and daily interac-
tions with their peers have been
profoundly impacted.

Because of this, the district said
that they will be looking to de-
velop a set of protocols and expec-
tations for devices along with the
rollout for our students and fam-

ilies following the recent directive
continued on page 4T
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Educating students
about real food
and healthy eating habits.

Our middle school Real Food Education Program
is an interactive,four-part series that highlights
our local food system. This school year, 700
Sullivan County students will benefit from these
free presentations.

They learn:
e What real foodis and where it comes from.
¢ How to distinguish between whole
and processed foods.
e Totry new foods
e The role of nutrition in good health.
e The connection between food and farms.
e To build healthy eating habits for a lifetime.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3T

New York State Governor Kathy
Hochul has issued the directive to
ban personal internet devices.

They will be working to create a
set of expectations and guidelines
regarding devices to go along with
the rollout for our students and
families.

Following the Governor’s order
to also outlaw personal internet
devices, they will be working to
establish a set of guidelines and
standards for devices in addition
to implementing them for our stu-
dents and families.

“I believe that after some grow-
ing pains, it is going to help us
get back to our focus of educating
students,” assessed Long.

Celebrating accomplishments

Long states that Tri-Valley has
been dabbling in the Community
Schools framework for a few years,
sending a team to attend and
learn the framework with a state
coalition, which has given them
many new ideas.

A few summers back they cre-
ated the “Bear Bash” that brings

students and families together for
a back-to-school event in August.

The school also had many staff
volunteers as they sought to bring
invendors from around the county
to share their resources and sup-
ports for their school community
families.

Long also acknowleged that the
community itself has been a re-
markable cornerstone in partner-
ship.

“Our local fire departments give
tours of their equipment and they
man the grill for all of our fami-
lies to grab a burger or hot dog,”
recounted Long. “We showcase
our own clubs, and offer school
supplies for our students and free
shopping at our Bear Clawset,
which provides clothing, coats,
shoes, and hygiene products.”

The Bash has many activities in-
cluding a DJ, bounce house, face
painting, lawn games and arts and
crafts for the students.

“It has been a huge success, said
Long, “with over 500 people at-
tending each year — it is a wonder-
ful way to welcome our students
to the new school year!”

Cartslecll Wowntain
Sugar House, LLC

10 Sugarhouse Lane, Grahamsville, NY 12740

Through the
Family Meal Program
we’re feeding our
neighbors who are
struggling to access
nutritious food.

Producers ¢f maple syrup, maple cream & sugar

Supplying local vendors year-round

Available throughout the Mid-Hudson and Catskills at Peck’s Markels, Main Street Farm,
Neversink General Store, Soons Orchards, Emmanuel’s Marketplace and Fishkill Farms

100181 845'985'7815
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| o Suahley o|| m:alrntlll ‘

Fuel Oil * Kerosene ¢ Driveways Built
Oil & Chip » Septic Systems ¢ Drainage Roads Built
Driveway Plowing & Sanding
PO Box 255, Claryville, NY 12725 (845) 985-2231 Fax (845) 985-0186 suesheeley@gmail.com

Visit asinglebite.org, call (845) 482-1030
or email info@asinglebite.org

94451
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A corner of comfort

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY VINCENT KURZROCK

School Counselor Alexandra
Bassani’s room exists a new
space for kids to unwind.

The corner has a wall with a va-
riety of puzzles and other mazes
for Elementary students to take
their mind off any stresses on their
mind.

The unique wall, dubbed the
Dream Sensory Board, takes on
a mountain art style to represent
the location of Tri - Valley School
being in between different moun-
tains. This feature of the room has
proven a hit with students who
“love it!”

One popular feature of the cor-
ner is a weighted stuffed animal
bear.

“That’s our Tri-Valley Bear and it
represents who we are,” explained
Elementary Counselor Alexandra
Bassani. “The kids also love that
because they can go and sit down
in that corner and just put that
weight on them and helps them
decompress and calm down.”

One of the features on the Board
is the butterflies which are “a kind
of a little bit like a puzzle”.

Bassani detailed that the butter-
flies on the board can be taken off
and restarted for someone else.

“You gotta match the shape to
the color,” explained Bassani. “I
think this is a very nice way for
students to have a reset.”

In the corner of Elementary

She detailed that regardless of
what the students have going on at
home, the students are allowed to
come to her room and explore and
get their energy out.

“I have students coming in here
for a ‘Lunch Bunch’ which is a
group of five to seven students,”
said Bassani. “They come in here,
we chat and are able to talk.”

In doing so, the students are able
to get their energy out. She also
exampled that there are some stu-
dents who may need a walk.

She also exampled students who
are sometimes struggling with a
sensory overload where they can
sit and enjoy the wall. When the
students are ready, they are able to
decompress and let the counsel-
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The interactive board has proven to be a big hit with students.

ors know when they're ready to go
back to class.

“Last year we didn’t have this,”
stated Bassani. “It was definitely
more of a struggle to try and get
some of our students to calm

b

The unique board features a mountain design based on Tri-Valley’s location.

Catskill Literacies, LLC
24 Upper Main Street (lower level), Callicoon, NY 12723

READING & WRITING
« IN-PERSON TUTORING
- READING ASSESSMENT
- DYSLEXIA SCREENING

* WORKSHOPS

Competency with Compassion
Call with questions: 845-684-0103 or 516-578-5670
email: lori@catskillliteracies.com ¢ follow us on Facebook & Instagram

GG86¢

AGES 4-18
« INSTRUCTION

* WRITING ANALYSIS
- STUDENT/PARENT ADVOCACY

' Literacy is a human right. ’ WK/,
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down.”

Now, Bassani is able to walk stu-
dents into her room and the stu-
dents are able to go right into the
corner.

There’s other activities on the
board such as sound beats and
tying shoes.

“Itkeeps them very entertained,”
said Bassani.

It’s also helpful in a situation
where if a student needs to get
something off their chest they’re
able to keep themselves busy.

In doing so, the student and Bas-
sani can chat and she is able to
pull up a chair.

“It’s a good opener. Especially in
the case where a student has never
been in my room before. Some-
times going to see the counselor
might be a little nerve-wracking,”
stated Bassani. “Having a lot of fun
kid-friendly items in my room can
also really help my job and help
them open up and so it’s wonder-
ful.”

Every youngster can learn to read

and write.

Support Provided by:
e Literacy Specialist
* Special Education Teacher
. e English Language Arts Teacher
* Educational Evaluator




6T TRI-VALLEY SCHOOL SCENE

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT

FEBRUARY 2025

STORY AND PHOTO
BY VINCENT KURZROCK

ith the funds pro-
\;\; vided by the Esser
Grant, Tri-Valley

Central School District was
able to transform a regular
conference room into a space
for group work.

A staple of the room that
captures the eye and stu-
dents’ imagination is the Fork
Farms hydroponic gardens.
These are indoor, vertical hy-
droponic growing systems
designed to allow anyone to
efficiently cultivate a large
amount of produce in a small
space using minimal water, all
within a self-contained unit.

They are ideal for home and
school, where plants grow
without soil utilizing nutri-
ent-rich water solutions in-
stead. These essentially pro-
vide a way to produce fresh

Have a
Winning Season

T-V Bears!

Blustein Shapiro
Frank & Barone

Barbara A. Garigliano,
Managing Partner

Sullivan County

and Catskills Office
449 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010

Truly a place for

orade school students
to OrOW

food year-round with mini-
mal footprint and resource
usage.

Two classrooms currently
utilize this space, that being a
second grade classroom and
fifth grade classroom utilizing
the setup.

The students utilize the
room’s tables and chairs to
collaborate with other stu-
dents and get to work to-
gether.

When the space was created,
staff member Kimberly Patete
partnered with Secondary
School art teacher Chris
McAssey to create an image
special to them — a bear.

“He was really instrumen-
tal in helping us put this vi-
sion [the room] to life,” stated
Patete.

His students also came down
to look at the room and add
some painting to brighten up
the room.

McAssey also keeps a list of
the different plants that are
growing.

“We think of our kids in the
Elementary School; they’re

sort of the seed,” stated Patete.
“They’re starting out young
and we want them to know
that they have the potential to
grow into not just a great stu-
dent but a functioning mem-
ber of our community. I think
this really sets the stage for
them to get that started.”

What'’s the curriculum?

Being guided by the leader-
ship of the curriculum, Mrs.
Gilles’s second grade class is
starting out with already pos-
sessing knowledge of seeds
and planting.

Patete referenced a con-
ception that typically soil is
needed to create plants. The
hydroponics differ in this re-
gard because they do not need
soil for the plants to thrive.

The plants growin arock wall
with running water alongside
alight. The students take what
they know and compare that
to learning some new aspects
about the hydroponics.

Older grade schoolers also
benefit, as Mr. Tenbus’s three
sixth grade classes come in

Iri-Valley Lions Club

Join Us in Serving Your Community

 Patricia Menje, Membership Chair
hvacpat69@gmail.com
Stephen G, Miller, President

Sgl‘CCOI'dS@hVC.IT. com

917-703-6253

845-798-1981

once a week with a focus on
integrating English Language
Arts (ELA) into the curriculum
— receiving an article to read
and then having questions to
answer.

“They get to move the ta-
bles around and collaborate
with each other, like focusing
on vocabulary,” said Patete.
“They can make their con-
nections from there to the Ag
(Agriculture) class in the high
school and moving forward.”

The idea is also that the stu-
dents experience all parts of
education simultaneously in
that room, including a bit of
math as well, like ratios for
amounts of nutrients.

How did the idea come?

This room is the second
collaboration room to come
about following their space in
the high school.

As with the high school,
Patete felt like Elementary
students also deserved a fair
shake at their own collabora-
tion room.

“We thought these kids down
here also deserve a space
where they feel like they can
come together and work as
a team and collaborate with
each other,” said Patete.

The hydroponic gardens
which were ordered prior to
the conception of the room
was also accredited to playing
a part in the room’s creation.

“I feel theyre really learn-
ing how to work as a team
and how to come together
as a community,” explained
Patete.

She also feels that the stu-
dents are learning about sus-
tainability and their future on
top of the ELA, reading and
math skills.

It also contributes Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum
Frank Snyder’s hope for stu-
dents to be excited about
coming to school.
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“It’s really to inspire kids to
want to be in our building and
come to school every day,” ac-
knowledged Snyder.

Student response

A number of students have
had a positive response to
the implementation of the
room, some who have come
to recognize that the room
is different than their regu-
lar classroom and getting out
of the typical four walls of a
classroom.

“They’ve embraced it. They
love coming in here,” stated
Patete. “You'll see small
groups working on the floor,
the kids say [will ask] if they
can push the tables together
so they can talk to each other.”

“Every time they come in
here it's something new so it’s
just a great visual for them to
all see.”

A staple of the collaboration room, both
sixth and second grade students utilize
the hydroponic gardens differently.

OOMBE,
ENDER
OMPANY

Main Office:
129 South Main Street
Ellenville, NY

Phone (845) 647-4800
www.coombebender.com
Email: pcoombe@coombefinancial.com

Financial Planning & Investment Management

Investment Advisors Creating and Preserving Wealth
Philip Coombe III, CFP®
Catherine M. Coombe, CFP®
Jarryd Killian, CFA®

Office locations:

LEP90 L

Proud Supporter
and Neighbor of

Tri-Valley Central
School District

Communit i

NewHopeCommunity.org
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STORY AND PHOTOS
BY VINCENT KURZROCK

ituated in the computer room
Sof the former lower library

of the Tri-Valley High School
lies the Bear Den — a space that
saw a recent transformation into a
Grade 12 get-away.

“They wanted a lounge space,”
stated Secondary School Principal
Amanda Eberly. “What happens
is all seniors have access to this
space. Students can earn Bear Den
passes throughout their day.”

These passes can be earned by
teachers catching the students
doing something good. The stu-
dent can then come to the Den
and hang out and socialize and
play games.

Itisinaroom off of the Secondary
School’s Collaboration Space, also
designed over the summer. The
maintenance and grounds team
worked in close collaboration with
administration.

Through a grant, they were able
to purchase new carpeting and
furniture and revamp the space.

Seniors unwind
in their den.

A secondary
space for
collaboration

7, T

With the help of student feedback,
the Bear Den is a Grade 12 getaway
that earns use through vouchers of
good deeds.
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“It'sused alot for big groups,” ex-
plained Eberly. “We do our Board
Meetings in here. Students are
constantly down here and there’s
multiple seating options.”

The space is also used for career
spotlights and students can pres-
ent in here as well.

Of importance, however, is a stu-
dent’s ability to work and be com-
fortable in the Den.

Teachers are also able to rent out
the space for classes and activities.
Everything is able to move and be
easily shifted for different accom-
modations as well.

“We use it for training. We had
a specialist come in here and
train our admin team and admin
from around the county,” ex-
plained Assistant Superintendent
of Curriculum, Instruction, and
Assessment Frank Snyder. “It’s re-
ally just a flexible space.”

The space also sees Sullivan 180
from time to time for their train-
ings.

“It’s been a great space to show-
case,” stated Eberly, “and our stu-
dents are pretty proud of it as

well.” The lower Secondary School Library has seen many uses over its life but has recently turned into a mixed-use flexible
space that invites all kinds of collaborations and community-minded efforts.

& FIRSTstudent
LIKE DRIVING?

GET PAID FORIT.

Now Hiring School Bus Drivers
in Youngsville, NY!

$25.00-$31.00/HR Based on Experience!
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Paid CDL Training!

WorkAtFirst.com

3883 SR 52 Youngsville, NY 12791 | (845) 482-4448

Trash pick up you can AFFORD!
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Curbside pick-ups
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A United Nation of students
(

isa Djonbalic’s 9th and 10th
Lgrade students from the

United Nations Club Model
United Nations are getting ready
to take a trip on March 13 to New
York City where they will compete
against thousands of high school
students.

Djonbalic believes it is the only
pre-collegian academic team for
Sullivan County.

This competition will span the
United States and abroad. This
means European kids from other
high schools will also be brought
in to compete as well. The stu-
dents are assigned different com-
mittees such as Peacekeeping or
the Council to Human Rights.

“They are assigned a different
topic per committee and they
do research based on that,” said
Djonbalic. “For example, the is-
sues that are going on in South
Sudan, the Congo or trafficking in

Eastern Europe.”

The students take a team ap-
proach and they come up with
a consolidated background topic
based on the history of the coun-
try and all the conflicts. They then
research foreign policy and repre-
sent the country assigned to them.

This year the students were as-
signed Montenegro, a country in
the Balkans. The students get a
chance to get to know a new coun-
try and will represent their per-
spectives on Montenegrans on the
global issues happening.

The students create a 10 to 20
page position paper per topic with
a Topic A and a Topic B. They go
in as a team of two but are in a
room with a bunch of other high
school kids that also represent the
topic but from a different country
perspective.

“When the students come up
with their resolutions and their

V CONNECTWITH
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FROST VALLEY YMCA LOCAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

SPRING PONY CAMP (Gradesk-5 SUMMER DAY CAMPS

April 14-16, 2025 » $150 per camper

Hop into Spring with a galloping good
time at Frost Valley! Campers will have

the opportunity to ride and groom horses

while exploring the great outdoors and
enjoying other fun camp activities. No
experience necessary.

WEEKEND DAY GUEST VISITS

1- and 2-Week Sessions
from June 30-Aug 29, 2025

Fun and enriching summer camps
for ages 4-16. Kids play games,

do crafts, hike, climb, swim &
more! Discounted rates for local
families. Financial aid available.
Spots fill fast, REGISTER TODAY!

Local families and friends are invited to join us for a day of fun and exciting
activities from September to June! Contact us for availability and pricing.

| AN-

I Ny
REGISTER ONLINE: www.frostvalley.org/local-programs
CALL 845-985-2291 EMAIL info@frostvalley.org

STORY AND PHOTO
BY VINCENT KURZROCK

After finding that this program wasn’t offered to students through her
research, Lisa Djonbalic set out to give students that 21st Century world

experience.

foreign policy, they will do it
through the view of Montenegro.

“They’re coming in as delegates
advocating for urgency for that
topic to be resolved,” explained
Djonbalic. “They go into a debate
format and after the debate they
go into a final resolution phase
where they are going to solve
the country’s problem. Each of
the committees have a different
task and that’s what they've been
building up to.”

The lead up to this is a lot of
work and rigorous but that hasn’t
deterred the students’ enjoyment
from what they do.

The students are also finding
out that they are only as weak as
the weakest link which leads to

them pulling each other up as a
team. This club also helps the stu-
dents build up their confidence
and leadership skills.

This program came about after
Djonbalic found that this type of
club wasn’t offered to students
through her research.

“This is one of the things that
they need to experience so they
can build their 21st Century skills.
It was a need and we fulfilled it
by giving them that experience,”
stated Djonbalic.

“It's a phenomenal experience
for them and I can't wait to see
what they can do,” said Djonbalic.
“If they do very well, hopefully
they can make it to the Puerto
Rico Competition next year.”
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Adapting to a new environment

STORY AND PHOTO BY VINCENT KURZROCK

dapting to a new and unfa-
Amiliar environment can be

a tough challenge for many
people, especially students who
transfer schools.

Principal Amanda Eberly had a vi-
sion almost a year ago and brought
it to the talent of Tri-Valley Central
School District, who jumped right
aboard.

“I didn’t really know what to do
when I got here,” recounted Eberly.
“For me not knowing what do in
a county was ‘whoa what do I do
here? Who are these people?’ [The
program] was just something I felt
was needed.”

Educators John Theo and Jessica
Dymond pilot an ENL (Entry into a
New Language) Class at Tri-Valley.
Theo has a bachelors in teaching
English as a second language.

“Working with Miss Dymond has
been the biggest blessing of my
professional career,” attributed
Theo. “What she and I can do in the
same room is exponentially greater
than what I can do alone.”

In their classroom, the teachers
have students that are near fluency
and on the same token have stu-
dents who just came to America
“less than a month ago” in the
same room at the same time.

Theo alludes it to teaching a PhD-
level history class and a first grade
level history class. The two are able
to split the group and for example
Theo will work with the more ad-
vanced students in one cohort and
Dymond will take the other cohort
and work with them.

“Each student is getting exactly
what they need at the same time in
the same classroom,” stated Theo.

Dymond is able to see how the
language aqcuisition process hap-
pens, and she’s seeing the results
and trusting the process.

“All the students who know me
since last year and are now getting
to know Miss Dymond, it’s so cool.
In order for them to trust us, be-
cause they're in that pool of ambi-
guity, watching the students grow
to trust Miss Dymond in front of
my eyes is the coolest thing ever,”
stated Theo.

NG T

The pair focus on lan-
guage acquisition.

When the course came
to fruition, it was a “blank
slate” as Dymond called it.

“Because we could
make it what we wanted
but it has grown to what
the students need,” stated
Dymond. “We've had the
freedom to meet them
where they are and in-
troduce other things” ex-
plained Dymond.

Her part is to organize
the community piece of
the class. For example,
the pair go out every Fri-
day with school-provided
transportation to com-
munity buildings to intro-
duce the students to resources that
they’re going to need in life outside
of Tri-Valley.

“It's important for them to un-
derstand it’s not scary. You need to
be able to have that conversation
and be able to ask for things and
communicate with people outside
of school,” stated Dymond. “We're
practicing and showing them [the
students] those interactions.”

The two also started a pen pal
program where they go to the post
office frequently and mail letters.
They also sometimes speak to the
attendants at the post office.

Going to the Daniel Pierce Public
Library in town allows the students
to grab a library card. The students
are able to make the most of their
time with chess boards and a teen
room.

“We look at the books,” said Dy-
mond. “Some of our higher level,
english-speaking students are cre-
ating a scavenger hunt at the li-
brary for our lower-level english
speaking students.”

Their trips also include the bank
and during their next visit they will
be shown the vault. The concept
of an atm and opening an account
have also been discussed as well.

They have also traveled to the
local fire department and have
seen trucks and firemen so the stu-
dents “know in case of emergency
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The team that made it ha[:l))pen
School Principal Amanda Eberly, ENL Teachers Jessica
Dymond and John Theo.

they’re friendly and they're gonna
come.”

The students have given the fire-
fighters “good questions” like where
the water comes from around Gra-
hamsville given the lack of fire hy-
drants unlike most places.

Another trip they take is to the
deli so they can order food and
have a meal together.

One of the main goals is for the
students to have authentic Amer-
ican experiences in addition to
learning about life skills and expo-
sure to community resources.

Before Thanksgiving, the stu-
dents had a festive feast in the
library.

“We decorated and said some-
thing we were thankful for. We had
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa-
rade on in the background,” stated
Dymond. “We have a trip to a base-
ball game coming up in the spring.
The Hudson Valley Renegades has
an education day so we're going to
that.”

Student reception

When having the Thanksgiving
meal, the students stated that it
was actually the first Thanksgiving
meal they've ever had. They didn’t
even know what it was due to it not
being a holiday celebrated around
the world.

The students have responded
warmly saying the dinner was “re-

. From left: Secondary

ally special to them” and
that “they’ve never had
this.”

“One of the benefits to
this program is when they
come here we get to have
conversations [about En-
glish in their classes] about
what was hard, what do
they need help with and
who do we need to talk
to,” stated Dymond. “We
can meet them where they
need to be and I think
some of these experiences
are that moment for them
and they're still learning.
However, they're still in an
environment where others
are learning the same lan-
guage as them.”

Dymond exampled a student in-
terested in mechanics and auto-
body and being able to bridge the
gap with them.

The program was built upon Sec-
ondary School Principal Amanda
Eberly’s own experinces of com-
ing to Sullivan County from Ul-
ster County and how that can be
“scary” in a way.

“I didn’t know this area at all, so I
could only imagine what they [stu-
dents] feel when they are coming
from a totally different country,”
explained Eberly. “Now they're in
the middle of the woods basically. I
wanted them to get the experience
of going out in the community and
feeling safe.”

Another idea by Eberly was that
now that the students felt safe, they
could go to bigger places and en-
courage family members.

She wants the students to feel like
they have a place there and they
have a spot they can go to.

“They’ve [Dymond and Theo]
been able to bridge the gap and
it's been huge. They love coming
in here and the kids are smiling,”
stated Eberly. “This is their safe
place. The kids are opening up
more and building relationships
that would've never happened
without these two. This program
has been phenomenal and I'm so
proud of what it has come to be.”
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We're Transporfing the Most Precious Cargo

Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.

Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive
carefully - it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbbor on a bus nearby!

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation
for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

ROLLING V it 4R
BUS CORPORAHON% 845-434-0511

rollingv.com
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