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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY ELI RUIZ

KOHLER 
LUMBER 
KOHLER 
LUMBER: 
Kubenik family celebrates 
50 years of building friendships

Kohler Lumber is 
located at 5023 NY-

52, Jeffersonville.

SEE PAGE 4
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Kohler Lumber is the epit-
ome of a family-owned 
business. Founded in 1907 
by William Kohler, it was 

run by his son, Percy Kohler, until 
he sold the company to a young 
couple, namely Henry and Anna 
Kubenik, 50 years ago.
 The year was 1975  and Henry Sr. 
and his wife Anna were joined by 
sons Henry and Eric, who have 
now taken over the business.
Henry and Anna, both in their 

90s, will be celebrating their 77th 
wedding anniversary this year.
They have retired to warmer cli-

mates to enjoy  a well-deserved 
rest, but have left sons Henry and 
Eric and grandson Jared to keep 
the business operating in tip-top 
fashion.
The Kubeniks take pride in offer-

ing a wide array of lumber, hard-
ware and building supplies and 
credit their knowledge of the prod-
ucts and great customer service 
with their 50 years of success.

“It was my parents who bought 
the business from the last gen-
eration of Kohlers in 1975,” said 
Henry. Now the president of the 

company, Henry says that he loves 
living in Jeffersonville – “it’s beau-
tiful and a great place to raise 
kids.”

He should know.
Henry and his late wife, Liz, 

raised their son, Jared, in Jeff and 
he went off to college and world 
of work before returning home to 
join the family business.

Today Jared and his wife, Dr. 
Melissa Kubenik, have two chil-
dren of their own.

Jared is now the Office Manager 
and one of the first faces custom-
ers see when they walk in the door.

Vice-President of the company, 
Eric, who is Henry’s brother, is 
also a hometown boy who raised 
his family locally and  now helps 
to make sure that Kohler’s many 
customers are well taken care of.

Family friend Pat Hammett is 
also a part of the team, and a fore-
man with the company.

Secretary Valerie DeVieze rounds 
out the staff and helps keeps things 
running smoothly in the office.

“We have a little bit of every-
thing,” Eric said. 

Henry agreed.

“People don’t realize how much 
we have until they walk in,” he 
said.

The list of products is almost end-
less, from all your lumber needs, 
to trusses, doors, windows, paint, 
stain, masonry, nails, plumbing, 
heating, shingles, kitchen and bath 
accessories, carpet, vinyl, wood 
flooring, fiber, and cement siding, 
Kohler Lumber is ready for you.

Located at 5023 NY-52, 
Jeffersonville, Kohler Lumber is 
open 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to Noon 
on Saturdays, and closed Sundays. 

The Kubeniks have long been 
dedicated to helping their com-
munity, often doing things at night 
and after work to help a neigh-
bor or their church – St. George’s 
Church in Jeffersonville.

And even though the Kubenik 
family like to work hard, they also 
make time for fun and family.

Avid golfers, the Kubeniks can 
be seen on the course as well as 
enjoying themselves in the com-
munity.

The Kohler Lumber team is, 
from the left: Pat Hammet, 
Henry Kubenik, Jared 
Kubenik, Valerie DeVieze 
and Eric Kubenik.
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Thank You to 

Our Community 
for 50 Years of Business

1975-2025

From 3 Generations of the Kubenik Family

*Kohler Lumber was owned prior by the Kohler family since 1907

(845) 482-5290 • 482-5117 • Fax 482-4270

The Kubenik Family • Rte. 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

Kohler Lumber 

& Building Materials, Inc.

12
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Henry, Jared and Eric Kubenik

Congratulations
to the featured family businesses

on all your achievements!

Jeff Bank has been a loyal partner to family-
owned businesses since 1913. Today, with the
help of our seasoned commercial lenders, your
business receives the quick, reliable financial
service you need. Because of our long history as
a community bank, we have an understanding
of the local economy unmatched by newer or
larger banks. To start getting the financial
support your business deserves, call 
(845) 482-4000 and make an appointment 
with one of our banking professionals.

(845) 482-4000 • www.jeff.bank
4864 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

Tanya Hahn
Executive Vice President

Chief Lending Officer
thahn@jeff.bank

Tanja McKerrell
Senior Vice President

Senior Loan Officer
tmckerrell@jeff.bank

 Bryan Flynn
 Vice President

Commercial Lender
bflynn@jeff.bank

Heinrich Strauch
 Vice President

Commercial Lender
hstrauch@jeff.bank
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94
34 434-5051

Sullivan County’s
Own...

Locally Raised...
See Our Website For More Information

murrayschicken.com

5190 Main Street
S. Fallsburg, N.Y.

845-434-5051
800-770-6347
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6

Bennett Lawn & Log LLC
SMALL ENGINE SPECIALIST

SALES & SERVICE FOR

Briggs & Stratton • Tecumseh • Kohler 
Masport •  Husqvarna • Stihl

Kawasaki • Honda Engines and more

(607) 637-2277

12
45

49

Bruce 
Bennett

As the daily low temperatures drop 
below freezing point, it is crucial 
to have a reliable source of quality 

firewood that burns efficiently so you can 
heat your home with confidence. In 2023, 

Russell Bass and Sons Lumber 
began offering kiln-dried 

firewood, which 

Russell Bass and Sons Lumber
FIVE GENERATIONS OF

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MATTHEW ALBECK

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 8F



JANUARY 2025 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT ALL IN THE FAMILY    7F

37

Investment Advisors
Creating and Preserving Wealth

Philip Coombe III, CFP® • Catherine M. Coombe, CFP® • Jarryd Killian, CFA®

Offi ce locations:
Main Offi ce:

129 South Main Street
Ellenville, NY

Phone (845) 647-4800 • www.coombebender.com • Email: pcoombe@coombefi nancial.com

111565

Congratula� ons
to this year’s 

chosen 
Professionals

Lane Bass, left, 
and Evan Bass 

pose in front of 
wood conveyer.

At left: The 
sawmill yard in 

Fishs Eddy.
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has been seasoned to reduce 
moisture content. Once it is 
dried in the kiln, the wood be-
comes quick to light, burns with 
high heat, and produces less 
smoke and soot, making it a 
perfect choice for your wood 
stove. In addition to firewood, 
Russell Bass and Sons Lumber, 
located at 59 Sawmill Road in 
Fishs Eddy, NY has been supply-
ing the region with high quality 
lumber for over 75 years.

Philo Bass started his lumber 
company in the 1940s, and it’s 
been in the Bass family ever 
since. In 1984 Russell Bass took 
the reins of leadership and later 
partnered with his sons, Todd 
and Shane. Today, the Bass fam-

ily team includes Todd’s son, 
Lane, and Shane’s son, Evan. 
Over the last 80 years, the busi-
ness has greatly expanded in 
scope from a small lumber and 
logging outfit to a multi-faceted 
company that provides excellent 
green hardwood lumber for con-
tracting and finishing products, 
kiln-dried firewood, and timber 
exports on the global market.

The idea of a multigener-
ational family business might 
sound like it is fraught with 
personal challenges, but Philo’s 
great-great-grandson says just 
the opposite. Lane Bass, who 
works in the woods everyday 
with the logging crew, is grateful 
to be involved in his family’s 
business. “There must be some-
thing in our blood,” Lane said; 
“we all get along really well.”

Lane’s team works with for-
esters to select optimal trees for 
harvesting. Operating a feller 
buncher, Lane cuts and gath-
ers trees from the comfort and 
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safety of a heated cab, which is a far cry 
from the dangers of logging practices 
in past generations. He said winter 
months were perfect for harvesting 
because the ground is frozen and their 
efforts are not thwarted by mud or 
insects. His cousin Evan also gave a 
glowing account of the role he plays 
in the family business. Lane and Evan, 
who were born 11 days apart and both 
graduated from Hancock High School 
in 2017, both enjoy being outside and 
love the variety of their work.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Lane Bass, left, and Evan 
Bass stand atop their 
Multitek wood conveyer.
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369 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
845-794-6639

2 Computer Desks
2 Desk Chairs, Chairs, Chairs
2 Low Volume Printers

& Multifunction 
Black & White & Color

2 Laptops
2 Desk Computers
2 Supply Items

2 Kyocera Printers
& Multifunction

Black & White & Color
2 Office Furniture
2 Computer Supplies
2 Office Supplies
2 Commercial Vacuums
2 Computer Furniture

2 Extensive Copy Center
2 Authorized Fedex

& UPS Shipping Center
2 Extensive Art Supply Shoppe
2 All Types of Framing

Commercial Office Specialists:

In Addition:

Home office Specialists:

94
61

5

Fuel Oil • Kerosene • Driveways Built
Oil & Chip • Septic Systems • Drainage Roads Built

Driveway Plowing & Sanding
PO Box 255, Claryville, NY 12725   (845) 985-2231  Fax (845) 985-0186   suesheeley@gmail.com

94
45

1

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Evan Bass runs a wheel loader 
and supervises oper-
ations at the sawmill, 
which produces 15,000 
cord feet of lumber a 
day. After a slow sea-
son for firewood last 
year, Evan was happy 
that activity has in-
creased significantly 
this winter and shared 
a personal account of 

what it’s like to work at the mill, 
saying, “it’s always moving.”

Today the property in Long 
Eddy contains three 
buildings, several 
wood sheds, and 
over a dozen large 
machines, includ-
ing five skidders, 
four bulldozers, two 
landing loaders, two 
feller bunchers, four 
front-end wheel 
loaders, a grapple 

processor, and a skid steer. In the 
last decade, the company began 
exporting their timber products 
overseas to meet the demands of 
the global market under the direc-
tion of Todd and Shane.

Russell Bass and Sons Lumber 
provides the region and the world 
with a variety of wood products, 
including wholesale green hard-
wood lumber, pallets, bark, kiln-
dried firewood, log-length fire-
wood, and cut and split firewood. 
They have built a multigenera-
tional reputation of integrity and 
diligent work, and should be your 
first stop in acquiring wood prod-
ucts in the Hancock area and be-
yond.

Russell Bass and Sons can be 
found at 59 Sawmill Road, Fishs 
Eddy, NY 13774. Give them a call 
at 607-637-5253, or email them at 
basslumber@hancock.net.

They have built a 
multigenerational 
reputation of in-
tegrity and diligent 
work...

Lane Bass points to massive kilns 
used to season firewood.
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We pride ourselves 
on custom 
woodworking for 
over 40 years 
specializing in 
Log Home 
Construction.

JIM 845-341-7163
SCOTT 845-641-7664

Arrowbrook
Construction

12
96
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Service
Scaffold

STORY AND PHOTO 
BY VINCENT KURZROCK

If your outdoor project requires 
a lot of time spent on scaffold-
ing, who better to assist than 
Service Scaffold Company?

Located at 29 Railroad Plaza 
in South Fallsburg, Service 
Scaffolding is a third-generation 
business. Four brothers Cory, Josh, 
Sam, and Zach Ingber who took 
over the company about six years 
ago. While they didn’t start the 
business, Sam believes their efforts 
have been key in elevating it to new 
heights.

“In my opinion, we’re a different 
company than we ever were,” Sam 
said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Carefully construct with

The Ingber brothers are, 
from the left: Josh, Sam, 
Cory and Zach.
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• Hardware
• Roofing Supplies & Materials
• All Your Building Needs

DEALER

434-6161
Fax 434-6997

40
88
9

Everything to
Build Anything!
• Benjamin Moore Paint
• Composite Decking
• Hardware
• Roofing Supplies & Materials
• All Your Building Needs

49
83

6

Everything to Build Anything!
• Benjamin Moore Paint • Roofing Supplies & Materials
• Composite Decking • All Your Building Needs
• Hardware

434-6161
Fax 434-6997 13

00
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CONGRATS TO THE INGBER FAMILY, SERVICE SCAFFOLD AND ALL THE OTHER FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESSES!

SELF STORAGE LLC
P.O. Box 268 • 6365 State Route 52

Cochecton, New York 12726
(845) 932-5140

(845) 932-8232 fax
Frank and Kasey Kratz, Owners

cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com

51
82

5

COCHECTON

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Certi� ed Public Accountants
www.cooperarias.com

Individual Taxation
Estates & Trusts

Not-for-Pro� t Accounting
Financial Statements

892 State Route 17B
Mongaup Valley, NY 12762

845-796-1800

133 Route 304
Bardonia, NY 10954

845-623-0300

2527 Route 17M
Goshen, NY 10924

845-343-2215

Corporate, Partnership
& LLC Taxation

Government & Fire District
Auditing

58
97

0

ROLLING V
BUS CORPORATION

Contract Work and Charter Work
We travel over 2 million miles encompassing over 1 million student rides per year.

Prompt, Professional,
Personalized Bus Service

TELEPHONE
   845-434-0511

FACSIMILE
   845-434-0259

11
88

90

From Our Family to Yours!

GREAT PEOPLE TRANSPORTING GREAT KIDS!

POST OFFICE BOX 110
RT. 42 AT BUSWAY PARK DRIVE
SOUTH FALLSBURG, NY 12779

������������
www.servicesca�old.com

HOIST • SCAFFOLD • SIDEWALK SHED • SHORING
MAST CLIMBING WORK PLATFORMS

EST. 1956

A heartfelt thank you 
to our local community! 
Your support over 
the years has meant 
everything to us at 
Service Scaffold. 
Together, we can 
achieve great things!

12
99

91
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Allison-Devore General Contractors Inc.
Residential and Commercial Construction

www.allisondevore.com

Carl Allison
Scott Allison

120 Muthig Rd, Hurleyville, NY 12747

845-292-7620 Office • sallison@allisondevore.com

845-701-2645 Cell • 845-292-5143 Fax 75
22

4

The Ingber family’s roots trace 
back to Poland, before their 
grandfather settled in Brooklyn. 
The family later moved to the 
Catskill Mountains when his par-
ents fell ill. In 1956, founder Mac 
Ingber launched Modern Scaffold 
Company. The company began as 
a small scaffold rental business 
and quickly expanded to become 
the leading scaffold supplier for 
the Catskills resort hotel area.

For over 60 years, Service 
Scaffold has built a solid reputa-
tion, with notable contracts such 
as the original Concord Resort 
and the scaffold supply for the 
first Woodstock festival in 1969. 
In 1970, the company’s name 
was officially changed to Service 
Scaffold Company Inc., marking 
a new chapter. Today, under the 
leadership of the four brothers, 
the company has grown into one 
of the most respected scaffolding 
firms in the Tri-state area.

Since its founding, Service 
Scaffold has evolved into a 
full-service access provider for the 
region, offering all aspects of ver-
tical access, scaffold construction 
hoists, mast climbers, stair towers, 
and more.

“I think one of the biggest statis-
tics out there is that third-gener-

ation businesses often fail. We’re 
aware of that,” Sam said. “We 
know how difficult it can be to 
work with family, but we’ve seen it 
our whole lives.”

The brothers believe their strong 
relationships make them unique, 
and they feel their generation is 
different from the ones before 
them.

“Our biggest challenge is work-
ing together every day. It can be 
tough,” Sam admitted. “But it’s 
easier because of the strong rela-
tionships we share. Not only do 
we work together all the time, but 
we also spend most of our free 
time together.”

For Sam, it’s not just about being 
brothers who have to work to-
gether, it’s about choosing to work 
together.

His advice to others starting a 
family business is simple: “Lay 
your cards out on the table.”

“Everyone needs to have clear, 
open lines of communication, be 
upfront about your goals and your 
vision. If everyone isn’t aligned, it 
might not work,” Sam said. “And, 
above all, nurture those family re-
lationships. Your business is a liv-
ing, breathing thing.”

Service Scaffold Company is 
open Monday through Friday, 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

The lot owned by Service Scaffold is constantly circulating with different types of 
materials going in and out.

10
38

50

Think
Staffing,

Think
Differently!

Connecting the 
right people 
to the right
businesses

845.434.8300
NewHopeCommunity.org10
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Think
Staffing,

Think
Differently!

Connecting the 
right people 
to the right
businesses

845.434.8300
NewHopeCommunity.org

10
38

50

Think
Staffing,

Think
Differently!

Connecting the 
right people 
to the right
businesses

845.434.8300
NewHopeCommunity.org

12
95
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The 
generational 
diner dream

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY ELI RUIZ

Having recently celebrated their 
35th year in business, the Liberty 
Diner is more than just your regu-
lar local business, it’s the epitome 

of a true family run business, and, says 
Nick Tsicalos, he wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

The story of the Liberty Diner began 
when Nick was a young boy and he and 
his father, George, left Greece for New 
York City. Upon arrival in the US, the elder 
Tsicalos found employment as a dish 
washer at a coffee shop in Soho, Manhat-
tan, called Amelia’s.

Over time the elder Tsicalos was able to 
save enough money to purchase Amelia’s.
After some time, Nick’s father sold Ame-
lia’s for a good profit. 

“Amelia’s is still in business to this day,” 
offered Irene Tsicalos.

Fast forward a bit, and Nick scored his 
first diner gig as a bus-boy with the Seville 
Diner in Queens, where he got his first 
taste of diner culture and he was imme-
diately hooked. “The Seville is now a Chi-
nese restaurant,” lamented Nick.

Nick would later take a bartender job in 
Manhattan, where he worked for many 
years, later on working for his uncles who 
owned a restaurant in Tribeca. “He was a 
bartender with a good amount of expe-
rience at his previous job,” said Irene. “I 
vividly remember that place when I was 
little,” she added.

On display were potted plants and balloons, celebrating 
the 35th anniversary of the Liberty Diner.

Continued on next page
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Delaware Valley Oil
Serving Northeastern Wayne County, PA

and Sullivan County, NY
Call for Money-saving Prices on Fuel Oil, Kerosene & Diesel*

24-hr. Emergency Service • Burner Service • C.O.D.
• Senior Discounts • HEAP Accepted • Credit Cards Accepted

• Free tank inspections for all our customers • Family Owned and Operated
*Prices subject to change

(845) 887-6090      (877) 887-6090      (570) 224-4141
www.dvoil.com

10
90
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Over 100 Vehicles In Stock!!
Sullivan County’s biggest little dealership
with the lowest miles in the mountains!

CALL 845-583-5110 OR JUST STOP BY!!!!!!!

BUY

SELL

TRADE 53
77

7

954 State Route 17B, Mongaup Valley, NY 12762 • www.sevenxmotorsinc.com

13
00

70

Celebrating 35 years!
T HA N K  YOU  F OR  YOU R  BU SI N E S S .

Sunday - Thursday 7 am to 11 pm • Friday and Saturday 7 am to 12 am 

30 Sullivan Ave, Liberty, NY 12754
845-292-8973

Being an avid hunter, Tsicalos 
would hunt deer througout 
Sullivan County, and during one of 
those hunting trips Tsicalos ended 
up in Liberty, and by chance, 
Tsicalos found an old lot that was 
once a gas station. The lot was 
very old and much of the old gas 
station was still stood, but Tsicalos 
remained smitten by the location, 
which he insisted would make a 
great diner.

 By 1988, Nick Tsicalos realized 
his dream of owning his own diner. 

“If not for those hunting trips to 
Sullivan County, who knows how 
things would have turned out,” 
said Tsicalos, adding, “I wanted to 
get out of Manhattan… I was tired 
of the back and forth, traveling to 
Queens and Manhattan and the 
traffic and all,” explained Nick, 
and he finally decided to move to 
Sullivan County full-time. “I still 
miss the City, but wanted a new 
beginning, and I believed whole-
heartedly that we would succeed 
in Sullivan County.”

Tsicalos does admit that busi-

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

ness isn’t what it was during the 
1990’s and early to mid 2000’s 
when the diner was mostly packed 
most of the time and we were 
open 24 hours. “We would literally 
be packed most days but the early 
Covid epidemic, along with the 
fact that the younger, educated  
generation of Sullivan County 
mostly do not stay in Sullivan 
County anymore,” offered Irene, 
adding, “They don’t don’t come 

out and hang out anymore… and 
all the high school kids want to do 
these days is play video games and 
the such,” she added.

Having asked Nick if he had any 
plans on retirement, Tsicalos said, 
“I have absolutely no intentions 
on retirement at all…  It’s an art 
to work with your family, and as I 
said many times before, I wouldn’t 
want it any other way.”

From left, Delanie Hoffman, Luis Beltran, Eleni Tsicalos, Irene Tsicalos, Nick Tsicalos, 
Jessica Mevlin and Siera Bias.
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COCHECTON MILLS, INC.

LIVESTOCK FEED • HOME HARDWARE
LAWN, GARDEN & YARD SUPPLIES

BIRD SEEDS & PET FOOD • WOOD PELLETS • COAL

WE HAVE ALL YOUR BACKYARD FARM NEEDS!
Fencing, Chicken Coops, 

Feed, Shavings, Vegetable Plants, 
Annuals & Farming Supplies

11
01

06

FREE DELIVERY ON ALL GARAGES, SHEDS AND GAZEBOS!
Orange, Sullivan and Ulster Counties.

Building with You in Mind since 1979

7862 Route 55 | P.O. Box 420 | Grahamsville, NY 12740
599 Route 299 | Highland, NY 12528 • 1A Matthews St, Goshen, NY 10924

845.985.7006
GREYSWOODWORKS.com10

92
93

Custom Garages and Storage Sheds in a wide variety of sizes and styles

Design your own shed or garage with our 3-D Builder on our website!
We’ve got your
Spring Cleaning Storage Solution!

The Liberty Diner is located at 30 
Sullivan Ave in Liberty.

Proud to Salute all our Sullivan County Fall Teams & Cheerleaders!

JERC-128568

57
74
1

We Are Here To Help!

Jeff Sanitation, Inc.
– RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE SERVICE –

RUBBISH REMOVAL
DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

10, 15, 20 & 30 YD.
ROLLOFFS AVAILABLE

P.O. Box 387, Jeffersonville, NY 12748 • (845) 482-0926

10
07

08
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Did you know for every 
6.5 inches of  snowfall 

you’ve got the 
weight of  a compact 
SUV on your roof ?!

It is estimated that 56% to 74% of  winter
storm-related injuries result 

from slipping or falling on snow or ice! 
Don’t be a statistic!

              Wide variety of  
roof/gutter heat cables

In Stock

Garant 16” 
Roof  
Rake

$49.99 
SKU: 802555

Heated 
Pet Bowls

Tank De-Icers

Sleds

Rock 
Salt

50# bag

$6.99
20 Below Ice Melt

$14.99
Safe for pets and landscaping

50# bag

Snowblowers in Stock

Yaktrax and 
Stabil ice cleats 

for every activity!

M-F 8-6
Sat 8-5

Sun 8-4


