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From gym floors to Pickleball courts

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

his past summer, Liberty
Central School District
completed a series of cap-
ital improvements to en-
hance school facilities and com-
munity resources, with a focus on
student-centered upgrades and
community integration.
New gym floor
In alignment with the district’s
rebranding efforts, the high school
gym floor has been refinished and
now features the newly updated
school mascot. This upgrade is
more than aesthetic; it under-
scores Liberty’s commitment to
fostering school pride and rein-
vigorating athletic spirit. Students
and athletes alike have expressed
excitement about the refreshed
design, which is expected to ele-
vate school events, physical ed-
ucation classes, and sports prac-
tices, according to Dr. Patrick
Sullivan, Superintendent of the
Liberty Central School District.
Performing arts space
One of the most anticipated
summer improvements was the
refinishing of the high school stage
floor, a component of the district’s
Capital Outlay Project. Assistant
Superintendent for Business,
Laurene McKenna, noted that the
stage and auditorium are essen-
tial spaces for both school and
community use, regularly hosting
musicals, performances, and local
events. By upgrading this space,

the district supports student pro-
gramming while enhancing a
community venue that serves di-
verse cultural gatherings.

Tennis courts

Another exciting development
is the complete resurfacing and
relining of the high school tennis
courts, which are now equipped to
accommodate both tennis and the
increasingly popular sport of pick-
leball. The courts, frequently used
by students, alumni and com-
munity members, are among the
campus’s most visited facilities.

“These courts are packed every
day, from spring to the first snow-
fall,” said McKenna. “Theyre an
essential recreational space for
our town, so we were thrilled to
make them better than ever.”

Larger Capital
Project underway

These summer upgrades com-
plement a larger, multi-year
capital project focused on both
functional and transformative
improvements across the district.
Initial phases include construct-
ing a new maintenance storage
building, which will allow for the
development of an Innovation
Lab at the high school to support
STEM and coding initiatives.

The project also includes a sig-
nificant overhaul of the athletic
field and track area, with plans to
install a modern turf field capa-
ble of supporting multiple sports,
including football and soccer,
while doubling as a winter prac-
tice area for spring sports teams.
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Liberty Central School D|str|ct has installed new gym floors to support the transition.

Completion of the capital project will bring a significant upgrade to the track and

field facilities.

Dr. Sullivan explained that the
new turf would provide a reliable
venue for outdoor graduation
ceremonies, ensuring the district
can host events even in adverse
weather. Plans also include up-

grading the track and various field
sports areas to encourage even
more community use, in line with
the district’s commitment to ac-
cessible and welcoming school
facilities.
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Climate-controlled
learning
In response to a pending state
regulation requiring temperature
control in classrooms, the district
has begun evaluating HVAC im-
provements to ensure comfort for
students and faculty. With some

parts of the school reaching un-
comfortable temperatures, partic-
ularly in warmer months, district
officials are exploring long-term,
energy-efficient solutions that
could be gradually implemented
as part of the ongoing capital im-
provement project.

A brand new stage matches the many other recent upgrades for the school district.
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Welcoming new Athletlc Director Kim Craft

STORY AND PHOTO
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

iberty Central School
District welcomed Kim
Craft this year as the new
Athletic Director, a role she
describes as “my dream job.”

With years of teaching and
coaching experience from Pine
Bush, Craft is focused on en-
hancing opportunities for Liberty
students in sports and wellness.
Her approach reflects her deep
commitment to education and
the benefits of athletics for young
people, both on and off the field.

Craft’s inspiration to pursue a
career in education stems from
her upbringing in a family of ed-
ucators, including her mother,
a recently retired second-grade
teacher, and a broader network of
family members involved in both
education and sports.

“I feel like it was in my blood
to be in education,” she shared.
From the second grade, after being
inspired by her physical education
teacher, Mrs. Smith, she knew she
wanted to be a PE. teacher. She re-
called, “Since then, I just remem-
ber I always wanted to be a PE.
teacher.”

This unwavering passion for
sports and community health
led Craft to accumulate multiple
certifications, including a mas-
ter's degree in health, physical
education and Recreation from
Emporia State University and a
Certification of Advanced Study
in School Leadership from SUNY

_ﬂ

Kim Craft

New Paltz. These qualifications,
combined with her experience
coaching basketball and softball,
equip her to handle a wide range
of responsibilities at Liberty, from
overseeing physical education
and health programs to coordi-
nating district wellness initiatives.
Akey part of Craft’s vision as ath-
letic director is to increase student
participation across all sports.
“My first goal is to just get more
kids engaged in sports and athlet-
ics,” she explained. She said she
believes students often overlook
certain sports due to misconcep-
tions, using track and field as an
example: “People hear track and
think, ‘Oh, I hate running,’ but
there’s so much more to it. There

Your favorite cocktails,
brews, wines and spirits

10 School Street, Liberty, NY 12754 ¢ 845-747-9969
Open 6 days a week ® 11 am - 9:30 pm e Closed Tuesdays

Lunch ¢ Dinner
Drinks ¢ Coffee
Take-Out

111111

are throwing events, jumping
events, something for everyone.”
Her outreach efforts have already
led to an uptick in enrollment,
with the district seeing more than
a 50-student increase in sports
participation this fall alone.

Craft’s commitment to her stu-
dents is evident in her hands-on
approach. She makes a point to
attend as many games as possible,
building rapport with students
and showing her support.

“It's hands down my favorite
part of the day,” she said. Her goal
is to provide students with every
opportunity to benefit from the
life lessons sports can offer, from
teamwork to time management.

“In sports, you realize you can't

THE BEST
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control everything. That’s an in-
valuable lesson.”

In addition to expanding sports
participation, Craft is excited
about the district’s capital project
to install a new multi-sport field,
which will allow Liberty’s teams
to host games on turf, a feature
many local schools already enjoy.
This new facility will enhance the
experience for both students and
the community, fostering a strong
school spirit and a sense of pride.

“I can’'t wait for the day I hear
kids saying, ‘We’re playing on turf
today!"” she said.

Craft’s role, however, is not
without its challenges. As a new
administrator juggling various
responsibilities, she admits that
time management and prioritiz-
ing tasks can be difficult, but she
has received immense support
from her colleagues and mentors.

“Everyone here has been noth-
ing but helpful,” she remarked.
This spirit of collaboration is in-
tegral to her vision for Liberty’s
sports programs and the broader
school community.

Craft is determined to make
Liberty’s sports programs a source
of pride and empowerment for
her students.

“I just want to be the voice for
the kids and give them all the op-
portunities and experiences they
can get through athletics,” she
said. “Athletics have done so much
for me, and I just want to pass that
on to others.”

QUALITY FOOD MADE FRESH!

12 Lake Street,
Liberty, NY

845-747-9912
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Liberty's Inventionland Lab inspires young innovators

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

he Liberty Central School

District has taken a bold

step to foster creativ-

ity and problem-solv-
ing skills among its students
through the introduction of the
Inventionland Innovation Lab.
Supported by a grant in part-
nership with Inventionland, the
lab combines innovative design
and STEM-based learning expe-
riences, which will be integrated
into the district’s curriculum to
enhance student engagement and
learning outcomes.

“It’s a creative, problem-solving
environment where students col-
laborate with teachers on activities
integrated into our curriculum,”
said Assistant Superintendent
Marianne Serratore.

The lab’s design is student-cen-
tered, featuring collaborative
workspaces and equipment to
support innovative projects.

According to Serratore, the goal is
to provide students with engaging,
hands-on learning experiences
that make coming to school more
attractive. “We want kids to be
excited about school,” she noted.
“Solving authentic problems with
their peers is an engaging way to
get our students more active in
their learning.”

The development of the
Inventionland Innovation Lab
also includes professional devel-
opment opportunities for teach-
ers, enabling them to gain profi-
ciency with new technology and
teaching methodologies that en-
courage critical thinking.

“Two weeks ago, we completed
training on using STEM for in-
novative lessons, with hands-on
activities to help teachers en-
vision what it will look like for
students,” Serratore shared, em-
phasizing the program’s focus on
“problem-solving, creativity, and
real-life applications,” noting how
the lab encourages students to

Liberty's Mike Diehl, assisting students’ professional development to prep for career
opportunities after high school.
tackle tangible challenges — such
as designing 3D-printed hooks for
hanging drones.

Jill Parks, Liberty Middle School

media specialist, added, “It’s
hands-on, project-based, and fo-
cused on skills students will need

for jobs that may not even exist
yet.” Parks noted that the lab en-
courages students to think cre-
atively by working on product
mashups where they combine ob-
jects, like planters and spray cans,
to create entirely new items.
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FREE COMMUNITY DINNER
Dec. 13, 2024 « 5:30-8 pm

We welcome local families and friends
to join us for a delicious holiday
dinner, accompanied by festive
activities and crafts your whole family
will enjoy. Dinner will be served from
6-7:30 p.m. in our Dining Hall.

WV CONNECTWITH
OURCOMMUNITY

FROST VALLEY YMCA LOCAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

WEEKEND DAY GUEST VISITS
Local families and friends are invited to join us for a day of fun and exciting
activities from September to June! Contact us for availability and pricing.

WINTER BREAK DAY CAMP
Dec. 30,2024 - Jan. 3, 2025

Frost Valley offers engaging,
stimulating activities for children
during their winter break (ages 4-12).
Daily activities include archery, snow
adventures (weather permitting),
broomball, arts & crafts, and more!

REGISTER ONLINE: www.frostvalley.org/local-programs
CALL 845-985-2291x450 EMAIL info@frostvalley.org

Today's
Students

Tomorrow’s
Teachers™

shape a little mind.”s

Inspire our future young, leaders
to become educators.

Sullivan TSTT Districts

e | CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

“It takes a big heart to help

Inquire NOW to learn about the TSTT

Program in your local school district.

TSTT is a unique school
based mentoring
program that recruits
and mentors culturally
diverse and economically
challenged high school
students who are
interested in pursuing

a career in teaching,
provides financial
assistance for students
to attend college, and
places them as teachers
and leaders who will
inspire and strengthen

their communities.

Fallsburg CSD ¢ Monticello CSD e Liberty CSD
Regional Program Manager (Shannon Daniel)

www.tstt.org * sdaniel@tstt.org

333 Westchester Ave. Suite S208, White Plains, NY 10604
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“The fast pace of
technological change
meanswe haveto prepare
them for a workforce
that’s constantly
evolving,” Parks added.

The Inventionland
Innovation Lab is part
of a broader educational
shift toward preparing
students for future
challenges by teaching
them to be “problem |
solvers, innovators,
and creative thinkers,”
Serratore said.

Looking to the N
future, both teachers
and administrators at
Liberty Central School
District see the lab as a
powerful tool to cultivate
the next generation
of entrepreneurs and
inventors, sparking
a passion for lifelong
learning and community
improvement among
students.
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Jill Parks, Liberty Middle School media
specialist, helps build careers in the lab.
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1939 State Rt. 52,
Liberty, NY
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210 North Main St, Liberty, NY 12754
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Liberty Central Embraces WozEd

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

ack in 1978, Steve Wozniak

didn’t just build a com-

puter; he changed the way

the world interacted with
technology. The Apple II, crafted
by Wozniak's own hands, became
one of the most influential personal
computers ever made, pioneering
today’s tech landscape.

Now, over four decades later,
Wozniak channels that same spirit
of innovation into education with
WozEd, a program designed to in-
spire and prepare the next genera-
tion of tech leaders.

The Liberty Central School
District has embraced this for-
ward-thinking initiative, integrat-
ing WozEd across multiple grade
levels. The program aims to make
STEM education accessible, engag-
ing, and career-focused from an
early age, introducing Liberty stu-
dents to fields such as robotics,
coding, and artificial intelligence.

Superintendent Dr. Patrick
Sullivan said, “Ultimately, we want
to give our students the ability and
the knowledge they need to inno-
vate for the future. As technology
advances, we need to ensure our
students have the foundation to
grow and thrive.”

A standout feature of WozEd is
its hands-on approach to learning.
From the youngest students in el-
ementary schools to those at the
middle school level, children are
diving into robotics, coding and
problem-solving projects.

Elementary School teacher
Tamika Terry commented, “I love
what it stands for. It’s getting the
youngest kids ready for STEM en-
vironments. They’re jumping right
into robots... even first graders are
doing it.”

According to Terry, students are
excited about building robots,
using tablets to follow instructions,
and learning to work together. This
hands-on focus creates a contin-
uous learning pathway from ele-
mentary through middle school.

Assistant Superintendent
Marianne Serratore explained, “It’s
a pathway. They learn the basics
of robotics in elementary school,
a little bit more in our innovation
lab, and then the middle school
technology teacher builds on that
foundation with advanced robotics
projects.”

WozEd first entered Liberty
schools through summer enrich-
ment programs, giving students
a taste of coding and animation.
Following the success of these pro-
grams, the Liberty Central School
District expanded WozEd’s imple-
mentation.

“Dr. Sullivan looked into it back
in 2019,” Serratore added. “We
started off slowly and purchased
some WozEd kits for our summer
program. They were very well re-
ceived—the kids loved them.”

From there, the district moved
forward, integrating the program
into elementary, middle, and even-
tually high school curricula.

The curriculum doesn't stop
at just robotics. It covers a range
of technological fields, includ-
ing drones, engineering and de-
sign and artificial intelligence. As
Serratore explained, “It's not only
teaching about drones but also
about aviation and aerodynamics.
We recently purchased the virtual
and augmented reality curriculum
and look forward to implementing
it into instruction.”

For Liberty Central School
District, WozEd is more than a set
of lessons; it's a philosophy that
prepares students not just to be
workers but to be thinkers, innova-
tors, and problem-solvers.

Dr. Sullivan noted, “As technol-
ogy advances at an unprecedented
pace, especially with innovations
like quantum computing, it’s cru-
cial that our students have a solid
foundation. We want them to have
the skills to succeed beyond the
walls of Liberty.”

Liberty was recently recognized
as a WozEd pathway district, earn-
ing praise for its dedication to pre-
paring students for future success.

Liberty Middle School teacher Mike
Diehl will accept an award on behalf
of the district from Steve Wozniak
at an upcoming conference. “It’s a
tremendous honor,” said Serratore.
“We're excited about the future.”

T
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Students working togjether to assemble WozEd STEM kits.

Through WozEd, Liberty Central
School District is helping to build a
bridge between today’s classrooms
and tomorrow’s careers by focusing
on early education, practical skills
and a love for problem-solving.
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Liberty schools partner with Syracuse
H H

to boost college readiness |

STORY AND PHOTO
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

he Liberty Central School
District now offers its high
school students a new op-
portunity to jump-start
their college education through the
Syracuse University Project Advance
(SUPA). This program, known for its
rigorous, university-level courses,
allows students to earn college
credits while still in high school,
providing a smoother transition to
post-secondary education.

Kevin Ferguson, a science teacher
at Liberty, has been instrumental in
the program’s introduction. Teach-
ing SUPA Biology, Ferguson com-
mented, “I think it's been a success
so far, but this is just the first year,”
he said. “At the end of the year, the
students are going to walk away
with eight college credits from Syra-
cuse University.”

SUPA courses differ from the tra-
ditional Advanced Placement (AP)
program offered at Liberty. Accord-
ing to Ferguson, while AP credits
depend on colleges’ discretion and
often require high exam scores,
SUPA credits have a broader accep-
tance rate among universities.

“The acceptance rate for trans-
ferring credits from SUPA is signifi-
cantly higher,” Ferguson said. This
flexibility provides Liberty students
with a major advantage when ap-
plying to colleges nationwide.

Unlike AP Biology, which stream-
lines certain subjects, the SUPA Bi-
ology course offers a broader scope.

“Next semester is very different,”
Ferguson explained. “We're going to
spend probably five or six weeks on
a fetal pig dissection, covering anat-
omy, physiology and more. These
are topics that AP Biology typically
doesn'’t cover.” This extended range
provides students a more hands-on,
in-depth learning experience, re-
flecting true college-level rigor.

The Liberty Central School Dis-
trict implemented SUPA as part of
a broader initiative to expand aca-
demic opportunities for students.
Assistant Superintendent Marianne
Serratore said, “The curriculum is

Liberty science
teacher, Kevin
Ferguson

more chal- !
lenging; it |
gives our |
students '
the chance to take the exact course
they would at Syracuse University,
at a significantly reduced cost,” she
said. “It adds rigor and enhances
their college applications.”

The program benefits students
and enhances Liberty educators’
professional development. Teach-
ers participating in SUPA are trained
as adjunct professors at Syracuse
University, a role extending beyond
regular high school teaching.

“Our teachers spent a week at the
university for training,” said Serra-
tore. “It's a long process, but they
know how much it will benefit the
students.”

For the district, the partnership
with Syracuse University is not
about promoting a particular path-
way to the university but rather
about enhancing academic flexibil-
ity and preparedness.

Ferguson further highlighted that
while a similar course at Syracuse
could cost around $19,000, through
SUPA, Liberty students can take
it for under $1,000, with financial
assistance available for families
in need. This affordability makes
higher education more accessible
and encourages students to pursue
advanced coursework.

Looking ahead, both Ferguson
and the district administrators hope
to see the SUPA program expand.
“Hopefully, we'll be able to expand
the offerings here at Liberty,” Fergu-
son said.

Plans are already underway to
introduce SUPA Chemistry, with
teacher Eugene Doyle set to take
over the course next year following
his training.

“These courses will prepare them
for what college is going to look
like,” Serratore added, “It helps
them to prepare for what's next.”
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+ CATSKILLS FOOD HUB

Our middle school Real Food Education Program
is an interactive,four-part series that highlights
our local food system. This school year, 700
Sullivan County students will benefit from these
free presentations.

e What real foodis and where it comes from.
¢ How to distinguish between whole
and processed foods.
e Totry new foods
e Therole of nutrition in good health.
e The connection between food and farms.
e To build healthy eating habits for a lifetime.
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To learn how you can support these programs:

A Single Bite is a nonprofit organization founded by FOSTER SUPPLY

HOSPITALITY
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We're Transporfing the Most Precious Cargo

Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.

Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive
carefully - it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbbor on a bus nearby!

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation
for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

ROLLING V it 4R
BUS CORPORAHON% 845-434-0511

rollingv.com
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