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Roscoe, famously dubbed 
“Trout Town USA,” has wel-
comed a new addition to its 

classrooms: trout.
Thanks to the New York Trout 

in the Classroom (TIC) pro-
gram, spearheaded by the NYC 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) in collaboration 
with Trout Unlimited (TU) and 
locally supported by the Rolling 
V. Bus Corporation, students in 
Southern New York are delving 
into the world of trout and the im-

portance of preserving their natu-
ral habitat.

Wendy Schwalb, the Trout in 
the Classroom Teacher for Roscoe 
Central School District, stated 
the transformative impact of the 
program on her fourth-grade stu-
dents.

“The TIC Program is the perfect 
catalyst for making lasting con-
nections through hands-on expo-
sure to the real world,” Schwalb 
said. “It enhances the students’ 
learning by allowing them to in-
teract daily with this wild species 
that inhabit the very streams that 
fl ow through their town.”

Since the arrival of trout eggs in 
October 2023, Schwalb observed 
heightened engagement among 
her students. They eagerly delved 
into understanding the trout’s life 

cycle and associated vocabulary, 
such as “eyed eggs” and “fi nger-
lings.”

Moreover, the program serves 
as a catalyst for interdisciplinary
learning, integrating elements 
of biology, ecology, and even art.
Schwalb described engaging stu-
dents in activities such as creating
clay models of the trout lifecycle
and designing artwork for a com-
munity bulletin board, showcas-
ing the diverse educational op-
portunities the program offers.

“It’s become integral in every-
thing we’re doing. We’ve done 
some art projects related to the
trout; we’ve invited all of the ele-
mentary classes in to learn about
the trout, and my students were
the teachers for those sessions,”
said Schwalb.

Bella, one of the fourth graders 
in Schwalb’s class, said, “I’m really 
happy that we have Trout in the 
Classroom. I think it’s really fun,
and I enjoy watching them swim.”

When asked what the tempera-
ture of the water should be, one
of the students, Josh, knew right
away.

“Between 50 and 57 degrees.”
Schwalb said that the class 

checks the temperature daily. 

Trout in the Classroom
STORY AND PHOTOS BY PATRICIO ROBAYO
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 4R

Inspired by their aquatic studies, students have expressed their creativity by coloring 
unique trout artworks.

Wendy Schwalb’s fourth-grade classroom buzzes with enthusiasm, as students ea-
gerly engage in a hands-on project to nurture trout, delving deep into the lifecycle 
of these aquatic creatures. 
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Given that this is their fi rst year, 
there has been a learning curve 
in understanding how to properly 
maintain the fi sh. This process 
is part of their efforts to prepare 
the trout for release into the wild 
in May.

Schwalb said the students are 
sad that they will eventually have 
to release the fi sh back into the 
wild in the streams of the Sullivan 
Catskills.

The TIC program not only en-
riches students’ academic expe-
rience but also instills a sense 
of responsibility towards envi-
ronmental stewardship. Students 
actively participate in caring for 
the trout, from monitoring water 
temperature and quality to ob-
serving behavioral cues for signs 
of good health.

Schwalb emphasized the pro-
gram’s alignment with the Next 
Generation Science Curriculum, 
providing hands-on learning op-
portunities that directly address 
questions about animals’ biolog-

ical structures and their role in 
survival and reproduction.

Beyond scientifi c understand-
ing, students also develop a deep 
appreciation for nature’s intrica-
cies and their role in conservation 
efforts.

Central to the success of the 
program is community support, 
notably from Rolling V., whose 

sponsorship made it possible to 
procure essential equipment like 
a specialized chiller to maintain 
optimal water temperature for the 
trout habitat.

Looking ahead, Schwalb envi-
sions expanding the program to 
engage students across all grade 
levels, recognizing the interdisci-
plinary connections and oppor-

tunities for meaningful learning 
experiences.

Schwalb added, “These stu-
dents are witnessing a life cycle 
fi rsthand, from eyed egg to Trout 
Release Day; they learn to fully 
understand how delicate life and 
nature are and how they can par-
ticipate, even now, in preserving 
their environment.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2R Thriving under 
the care of 
fourth graders, 
these trout are 
on a path to 
grace Sullivan 
County’s rivers, 
a testament to 
the successful 
Trout in the 
Classroom ini-
tiative.
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

Nikki Rasnick, a custodial staff 
member, and Amy Beckley, a 
special education teacher, are 

taking the helm of the school garden, 
which is set to promote a healthy 
lifestyle in the Roscoe Central School 
District.

Offi cially initiated in May 2012, the 
school garden has its origins in a col-
laborative effort among elementary 

teachers who were keen on fostering 
hands-on learning experiences.

What began as a modest venture 
soon blossomed into a thriving space 
under the nurturing care of Sullivan 
Renaissance and dedicated faculty 
members. “It’s been running ever 
since,” remarks Beckley, refl ecting on 
the garden’s evolution over the years.

Maintaining the garden involves a 

collective effort, with teachers and 
students alike tending to its growth. 
Last year, science teacher Mr. Hill 
spearheaded the garden’s upkeep, en-
gaging students in planting and nur-
turing various seeds. This hands-on 
involvement not only fosters a sense 
of responsibility but also provides 
valuable life skills and learning op-
portunities.

The garden boasts an array of fl ora, 
from garlic planted during interactive 
sessions to future plans for sensory 
pathways featuring herbs, tomatoes, 
beans and even pumpkins.

“We’re looking to create a sensory 
walk through the garden, allowing 
students to engage all their senses,” 
explains Nikki Rasnick. This holis-

School garden nurtures students’ well-being  
           and learning

Nikki Rasnick and Amy Beckley are enriching Roscoe students’ education with a hands-on gar-
dening experience, allowing them to explore the wonders of soil and growth in the school’s
garden.

At left: Nikki Rasnick guides a student in using a rake to prepare the soil for planting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8R

What began as a modest venture 
soon blossomed into a thriving 
space under the nurturing care 
of Sullivan Renaissance and 
dedicated faculty members. 
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tic approach extends beyond 
traditional academics, promot-
ing mental well-being and stress 
relief among students. “When 
children have contact with soil 
during activities, like digging and 
planting, they experience im-
proved moods, better learning 
experiences, and decreased anx-
iety,” says Beckley.

They envision the garden as a 
space for relaxation and mind-
fulness, where students can im-

merse themselves in yoga ses-
sions or fi nd solace amidst the 
tranquility of nature.

Moreover, the garden spurs on 
the formation of healthier eating 
habits, bridging the gap between 
farm and table. By witnessing 
the growth and harvest of vari-
ous crops, students gain a deeper 
appreciation for nutritious food 
choices and culinary exploration.

The integration of homegrown 
produce into school meals fur-
ther reinforces these habits, fos-
tering a culture of wellness within 

the school community.
Looking ahead, plans for the 

garden extend beyond the phys-
ical space, encompassing educa-
tional initiatives and community 
engagement. From incorporating 
garden-themed lessons into the 
curriculum to partnering with 
local organizations for enrich-
ment activities, the possibilities 
are as vast as the garden itself.

“It really brings this sense of 
responsibility and enhances their 
day to know they’re going to have 
this little break from the normal 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6R

school day and have this oppor-
tunity to go out and be part of 
it [the school garden], and life 
skills,” says Rasnick.

As winter yields to spring, the 
garden awaits a season of renewal 
and growth. Students eagerly an-
ticipate the opportunity to wit-
ness their efforts bloom into fru-
ition, cultivating not only plants 
but also a sense of ownership 
and pride in their school envi-
ronment.

The school garden at the Roscoe 
Central School District embodies 
the spirit of growth, nurturing 
both plants and students alike. 

Through hands-on experi-
ences, holistic engagement, and a 
shared commitment to wellness, 
it serves as a testament to the 
power of nature in shaping young 
minds and fostering a brighter 
future.

Colorfully painted rocks add a vibrant
touch to the garden paths.
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In an effort to promote holis-
tic wellness among students 
and staff, the Roscoe Central 

School District has initiated a se-
ries of innovative programs, rang-
ing from sensory paths to out-
door fi tness trails.

These initiatives aim not only 
to encourage physical activity but 
also to integrate educational el-
ements into daily routines, rein-
forcing academic concepts in a 
hands-on, interactive manner.

Sensory paths, which have 
gained popularity among both 
students and staff, provide en-
gaging gross motor activities. 
These paths, adorned with num-
bered stepping stones, letters and 
shapes, serve not only as routes 
through the building but also 

as educational tools, facilitating 
learning while promoting move-
ment.

Jacky Day, alongside Becky 
Ackerly and Melissa Ebeling, is 
among the teachers leading the 
wellness initiatives at the Roscoe 
Central School District. Day 
noted observing high school stu-
dents practicing the tree pose as 
part of these efforts.

The addition of a Blender Bike 
has expanded healthy options, 
allowing students to create nutri-

tious smoothies for celebrations 
instead of choosing sugary treats. 
Similarly, the Celebration Cart 
offers alternatives to traditional 
birthday and holiday celebra-
tions, providing enjoyable activi-
ties for students while promoting 
wellness.

Outdoor amenities such as a 
Gaga ball pit and an outdoor 
classroom take advantage of fa-
vorable weather conditions, of-
fering opportunities for physical 
activity and fresh air.

Plans for an outdoor fi tness loop 
and collaborations with commu-
nity organizations like Sullivan 
180 and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension underscore the dis-
trict’s commitment to enhancing 
wellness initiatives. 

Moreover, mindfulness prac-
tices such as yoga and relaxation 
techniques have been incorpo-
rated into the school day, with 
regular classes and staff train-
ing sessions aimed at promoting 
mental well-being.

Ebeling, using yoga fl ashcards, 
highlights the benefi ts of yoga 
for students, emphasizing quiet, 
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Boosting 
wellness

STORY AND PHOTO BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

Witnessing the sensory path in use, 
Roscoe students enthusiastically em-
brace this resource to enhance health 
and wellness.
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deep breathing, muscle relax-
ation, stress reduction, muscle 
strengthening and posture en-
hancement.

A yoga, movement and relax-
ation class for grades 1-4 has 
been added once a week this year, 
with a positive reception from 
students.

Additionally, all elementary 
teachers and support staff are 
trained in Yoga for the Classroom, 
allowing many teachers to inte-
grate yoga and relaxation tech-
niques into their classrooms for 
the past few years.

Furthermore, the implementa-
tion of the Warrior Kids program 
reinforces healthy habits, teach-
ing principles like “5-2-1-Almost 
None” – advocating for daily con-
sumption of fruits and vegeta-
bles, limited screen time, regu-
lar physical activity and minimal 

sugary treats.
The district’s Wellness 

Committee, consisting of staff, 
administration, students, and 
community leaders, meets 
monthly to evaluate progress and 
explore new avenues for promot-
ing wellness.

Collaborative efforts with orga-
nizations like Sullivan 180 have 
been crucial in securing grants 
for various initiatives, ensuring 
ongoing support for wellness 
programs.

Looking ahead, the district re-
mains steadfast in its commit-
ment to fostering a culture of 
wellness. Through continuous 
collaboration, innovation, and 
community engagement, the 
Roscoe Central School District 
aims to empower students and 
staff to lead healthy, balanced 
lives.
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STORY AND PHOTO BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

In the ever-evolving landscape 
of education, the Roscoe 
Central School District has 
embarked on a journey to in-

tegrate new science investigations 
into its curriculum, aligning with 
evolving state standards and fos-
tering a spirit of inquiry and dis-
covery among its students.

Aligning investigations with 
standards is the cornerstone of 
curriculum development. Over 
the summer, science teachers em-
barked on a collaborative jour-
ney to align curriculum maps with 
new state standards.

“It’s been fun to encourage the 
kids to really dig in and have ques-
tions about it. It’s not so much us 
leading them. Yeah, it’s very much 
student-centered,” said Ashley 
Kutschera, a science teacher for 
the Roscoe Central School District.

Kutschera, along with Nicole 

Davidson and Pam Carpenter, 
math and science teachers for the 
district, has been tasked with im-
plementation into the curriculum.

Carpenter said, “We’ve been 
working together really hard, 
and we get together quite often. 
Instead of separating it out and 
forcing it into different grades, 
we can fi gure out the best way 
to implement it moving forward 
and where what fi ts best for what 
grades so much more cumula-
tively.”

According to the New York State 
Department of Education, the 
Investigations for Elementary-level 
Science (ELS) and Intermediate-
level Science (ILS) are hands-on, 
three-dimensional learning tasks 
aligned with the New York State 
P-12 Science Learning Standards. 

They are designed to be incor-
porated into the curriculum and 
were developed and reviewed by 

certifi ed science teachers.
These investigations are not 

standardized state tests but 
rather performance-based tasks 
intended to assess science un-
derstanding. They emphasize 
Performance Expectations not as-
sessed in written exams, promot-
ing them through instruction.

By incorporating Argument-
Driven Instruction (ADI) and 
structuring lessons around the 
“claim, evidence, reasoning” 
framework, teachers not only ad-
dress standards but also nurture 
critical thinking skills among stu-
dents.

Through in-class demonstra-
tions, video simulations, and out-
door explorations, teachers create 
immersive learning experiences 
that encourage students to ques-
tion, predict, and explore scien-
tifi c phenomena.

Adapting science investigations 

to accommodate diverse learning 
needs requires careful planning 
and collaboration.

Teachers rely on a variety of 
strategies, including differentiated 
instruction, support from special 
education teachers, and insights 
from professional development 
conferences and workshops.

As the implementation of inves-
tigations progresses, teachers con-
tinually refi ne their approaches to 
meet the needs of students across 
various ages and abilities, foster-
ing an inclusive learning environ-
ment.

Technology plays a pivotal role 
in facilitating science investiga-
tions, providing students with 
tools to explore, analyze, and 
understand scientifi c concepts. 
While hands-on experiences re-
main central to investigations, 
digital tools such as online simu-

Integrating new science investigations
In Roscoe, teachers Pam Carpenter, Nicole Davidson, and Ashley Kutschera lead the charge in reviving scientifi c inquiry for the district.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15R



MARCH 2024 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT ROSCOE SCHOOL SCENE    13R

15

INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

WHEEL
ALIGNMENTS

2 WHEEL
THRUST
ANGLE

$4995 TOTAL
4 WHEEL
SAS calibration on 
and additional $10

$7995
*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BUYfor

LESS
COMPLETE
FRONT END
SERVICE

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com

HUGE
SAVINGS

201

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

8

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

2019

 BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS
 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$12995
INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

On Most Cars

BRAKE RELINE & 
ROTOR SPECIAL

 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Replace Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$27995

 

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH MOOG PROBLEM SOLVERS
HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT EXTEND TIRE WEAR

IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL 
REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

  86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
  (845) 342-2076 (845) 794-4453
 Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

WHEEL
ALIGNMENTS

2 WHEEL
THRUST
ANGLE

$4995 TOTAL
4 WHEEL
SAS calibration on 
and additional $10

$7995
*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BUYfor

LESS
COMPLETE
FRONT END
SERVICE

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com

HUGE
SAVINGS

201

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

8

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

2019

 BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS
 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$12995
INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

On Most Cars

BRAKE RELINE & 
ROTOR SPECIAL

 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Replace Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$27995

 

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH MOOG PROBLEM SOLVERS
HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT EXTEND TIRE WEAR

IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL 
REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

  86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
  (845) 342-2076 (845) 794-4453
 Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

WHEEL
ALIGNMENTS

2 WHEEL
THRUST
ANGLE

$4995 TOTAL
4 WHEEL
SAS calibration on 
and additional $10

$7995
*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BUYfor

LESS
COMPLETE
FRONT END
SERVICE

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com

HUGE
SAVINGS

201

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

8

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

2019

 BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS
 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$12995
INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

On Most Cars

BRAKE RELINE & 
ROTOR SPECIAL

 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Replace Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$27995

 

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH MOOG PROBLEM SOLVERS
HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT EXTEND TIRE WEAR

IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL 
REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

  86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
  (845) 342-2076 (845) 794-4453
 Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

WHEEL
ALIGNMENTS

2 WHEEL
THRUST
ANGLE

$4995 TOTAL
4 WHEEL
SAS calibration on 
and additional $10

$7995
*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BUYfor

LESS
COMPLETE
FRONT END
SERVICE

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com

HUGE
SAVINGS

201

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

8

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

2019

 BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS
 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$12995
INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

On Most Cars

BRAKE RELINE & 
ROTOR SPECIAL

 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Replace Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$27995

 

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH MOOG PROBLEM SOLVERS
HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT EXTEND TIRE WEAR

IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL 
REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

  86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
  (845) 342-2076 (845) 794-4453
 Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

WHEEL
ALIGNMENTS

2 WHEEL
THRUST
ANGLE

$4995 TOTAL
4 WHEEL
SAS calibration on 
and additional $10

$7995
*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BUYfor

LESS
COMPLETE
FRONT END
SERVICE

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com

HUGE
SAVINGS

201

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

8

Readers’
Choice

1st PLACE

2019

 BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS
 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$12995
INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

On Most Cars

BRAKE RELINE & 
ROTOR SPECIAL

 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Replace Rotors
 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$27995

 

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH MOOG PROBLEM SOLVERS
HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT EXTEND TIRE WEAR

IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL 
REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

  86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
  (845) 342-2076 (845) 794-4453
 Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

$5495 $8495

$149 $299

11
49

14



14R   ROSCOE SCHOOL SCENE SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT MARCH 2024

BUSINESS: Family ties

aid successes. INSIDE

ELECTION CHALLENGE: Judge

dismisses Massey lawsuit. 2A

CATHY PATY: Officially named

president/CEO of Chamber. 8A

www.sc-democrat.com
EARLYBIRD EDITION

Published twice-weekly

VOL. CXXIII  NO. 64    2 SECTIONS | 26 PAGES | 1 INSERT

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2014    ONE DOLLAR

The

lifeblood of

our economy

ALL in the FAMILY

A Special Section of the

Callicoon, NY • Section F • January 28, 2014
Family-owned and operated since 1891

TAKE ONE F

The gift of life for Bryce

Neversink youth, 8, gets heart transplant

BY JEANNE SAGER

NEVERSINK — The Tues-

day night when life changed

for the Rogerson family was

just like any other. 

With a planned two-hour

delay for the Tri-Valley

School District the next day,

8-year-old Bryce and 5-year-

old Bryan had been given a

pass to stay up late and watch

a movie together. Sixteen-

year-old Emily was doing

what teenagers do on a

school night. Dad Brian was

on a hunting trip in Alabama,

so mom Nicole was snuggling

in bed, watching TV by her-

self. 
And then the phone rang. 

It was a pediatric nurse

familiar with little Bryce’s

congenital heart condition.

After nearly three years on

the transplant list, there was

a heart waiting for Bryce. 

“I said ‘Are you kidding

me?’ ” Nicole recalls. “I was

literally skipping up and

down the hallway!”

It was a call the Rogersons

weren’t sure would ever

come. Bryce was diagnosed

with hypoplastic left heart

syndrome (HLHS) before he

was even born, after a routine

ultrasound at 18 weeks

picked up an anomaly.

HLHS – a syndrome in which

the left side of a child's heart

was underdeveloped – is one

of the three most common

heart issues a child can be

born with, but it can be fatal

if left untreated.

To increase the Bryce’s

chances, Nicole underwent

in utero surgery at just 26

weeks pregnant to open up a

hole in his heart to allow

blood to flow properly and

help him develop in the

womb. Ten days after he was

born in February 2005, Bryce

underwent his first open

heart surgery. At 8 months, he

had another, and in October

of 2008, a third open heart

surgery. 

But in 2010 came a devas-

tating diagnosis. Bryce had

developed plastic bronchitis,

a condition of the lungs most

common in cystic fibrosis

patients. Rubbery chunks of

mucus had begun develop-

ing in his lungs, making him

struggle to breathe. Although

the issue presents itself in the

lungs, doctors put the blame

on his heart, which pumps

oxygenated blood to the

lungs. 

By 2011, doctors told the

Rogersons their best choice

would be to put Bryce on the

transplant list – for a heart. A

new heart, they told them,

would take pressure off the

lungs and hopefully allow

them to heal themselves. 

On March 25, 2011, Bryce

was added to the transplant

list with what’s known as 1B

status, the second from the

top. At the time, doctors told

the Rogersons that listing

him at 1A – the highest and

most needy status – would

require Bryce to wait in a hos-

pital for a heart to be found.

But with Bryce able to take

his medication at home, the

Rogersons opted to keep him

in Neversink, to allow him to

continue attending school

and be with his family. 

They were told it would

take six months to a year to

find him a heart. 

On June 25, 2013, more

than two years later, his heart

hadn’t come. The Rogersons

moved their son up to 1A sta-

tus, the top of the transplant

waiting list. 

At that time, doctors had

changed their mind and said

Bryce could stay home and

wait. They told the Rogersons

it would probably be a month

or two until a heart was

found. 

It was almost seven months

until the call came. 

That was January 14, the

night Nicole called a friend to

watch Bryan and packed her

other two kids into the car to

fly over the roads to Morgan

Stanley Children’s Hospital at

Columbia Presbyterian in

New York City. Bryce was cry-

ing, Nicole recalls, but his

biggest worry was “how am I

going to turn in my home-

work?” 

“I told him your teacher

isn’t going to worry about

your writing assignment.”

Husband Brian had just

arrived in Alabama for his

hunting trip and couldn’t find

a flight north, so he rented a

car in Montgomery and

drove straight through the

night to Atlanta, Georgia, for

the earliest flight to

LaGuardia, a 6 a.m. that he

hoped would get him there in

time to see his little boy

before he went into surgery. 

Brian’s plane left late, but

the fates aligned – because of

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Team Bryce logo is of the

local group of support for the

family.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Despite being born with a potentially fatal heart condition, Bryce

Rogerson has led as normal a childhood as possible. Here, he

proudly shows off a huge trout he caught.
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Opposition to China City grows

BY GUY CHARLES HARRITON

MONTICELLO — In its

heyday, the Catskill resorts,

known as the Borscht Belt,

were a premier vacation spot

for those residing in the

northeast. Top notch acts

d at the various
k

politicians have shown their

concern as well.

When the people of

Thompson heard about it,

they were “dumbfounded,”

according to Supervisor Bill

Rieber. The opposition was

immediate and strong, he

said.
Town of Mamakating

Supervisor Bill Herrmann, at

the January town board

meeting, read a letter he had

nned It was to be sent to

met with

Casino, throw of the dice

Mamakating cool to Shawanga

BY GUY CHARLES HARRITON

WURTSBORO — Gover-

nor Andrew M. Cuomo’s

plan to bring revenue to

New York State with the

advent of full casinos was

put to the test at the

Mamakating Town Board

meeting  last Tuesday.

The Flaum family, David

and son Asher, received a

id response from the

d ce for

would have amenities

such as a market selling

local produce,  a food and

wine center and  an out-

door performance space

for community gathering

services or to provide a

venue for local bands to

perform.

Flaum said that commu-

nities in and around the

area – such as Thompson

and nearby Ellenville – are

clamoring to have such a

to bring in addi-
te
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lations and virtual labs augment 
student learning by allowing for 
experimentation in a virtual envi-
ronment.

One software that is used in the 
classroom is a program called 
PhET, and according to its website, 
“PhET Interactive Simulations, 
a project at the University of 
Colorado Boulder, is a non-profi t 
open educational resource proj-
ect that creates and hosts explor-
able explanations. It was founded 
in 2002 by Nobel Laureate Carl 
Wieman.”

These resources not only en-
hance student engagement but 
also promote familiarity with the 
investigation process, ultimately 
bolstering student success.

Assessment strategies are inte-

gral to gauging student learning 
and understanding during science 
investigations. Whether through 
rubrics provided by state stan-
dards or carefully designed assess-
ments for non-standard investi-
gations, teachers employ varied 
assessment methods to ensure 
comprehensive evaluation of stu-
dent knowledge and skills.

Additionally, fostering collabo-
ration and teamwork among stu-
dents is essential for enriching the 
investigative process.

“I think it’s helpful that all three 
of us are actually really invested in 
our community,” said Kutschera.

By modeling collaboration and 
structuring group work activities, 
teachers cultivate a supportive 
learning community where stu-
dents learn from and with one 
another.

Carpenter added, “It’s very much 
a community feel.”

Staying updated on advance-
ments in technology and teach-
ing approaches is essential for ef-
fective curriculum development. 
Teachers actively seek professional 
development opportunities, in-
cluding conferences, courses, 
and webinars, to stay abreast of 
emerging trends and best prac-
tices in science education.

By continuously refi ning their 
knowledge and pedagogical 

skills, Carpenter, Kutschera, and 
Davidson ensure that they remain 
equipped to meet the evolving 
needs of their students and effec-
tively integrate new science inves-
tigations into their curricula.

By fostering curiosity, inquiry, 
and collaboration among stu-
dents, Roscoe Central School 
District can create a vibrant learn-
ing environment where students
are empowered to explore, ques-
tion, and discover the wonders of 
science.
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Visit Us At:  www.klingerpowersports.com

ATVs, Mule UVs, Teryx, Dirt Bikes, Motorcycles,
Can Am Spyders/Rykers, Snowmobiles & Trailers
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Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than 
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive 

carefully – it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbor on a bus nearby! 

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation 

for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

We’re Transporting the Most Precious Cargo
Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.
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