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Wouldn’t it be nice to get a Large Delivery 
during the winter and NOT PAY for it?

Call Us Today and Find Out How...

791-8900 • www.blackbearfuel.com

Call Today to LOCK IN our EZ Pay Budget Program!

Sullivan County Pride Award Honorees
We are so proud of all of you!

Serving All of  Sullivan County, Eastern Ulster and Northern Orange County.

Congratulations
to all the

*Heating & A/C New Installation
*Residential & Commercial
*Heating Oil/Kerosene
*On/Off Road Diesel
*Heating & A/C Service
*0% Financing Available

Call for a FREE Estimate today!

117473
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BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

It was a surprise to Dr. Joseph D’Ab-
braccio, owner of Catskill Veterinary 
Services, when he received the news 

that he had been chosen as the Business 
Person of the Year by the Sullivan Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce.

“It was a shock; I didn’t expect at all to 
receive the award,” said D’Abbraccio.

Dr. D’Abbraccio’s journey began with 
a strong passion for animals. As a teen-
ager, he started working in veterinary 
hospitals in Fulton County and discov-
ered his natural affinity for caring for 
and working with animals. His early 
exposure to the world of veterinary 
medicine ignited a passion that never 
wavered.

After graduating from Monticello High 
School and earning a degree in Veteri-
nary Service Technology from the State 
University of Delhi, he set his sights on 
becoming a veterinarian. He worked as 
a veterinary technician in various prac-
tices, constantly striving to achieve his 
dream. Driven by a strong commitment 
to providing high-quality care, he even-
tually realized his goal of becoming a 
veterinarian.

In 2012, Dr. D’Abbraccio embarked on 
a new venture by starting a house call 
and phone call practice in the Hudson 
Valley region, a move that would prove 
to be both innovative and impactful.

Despite initial uncertainties about the 
success of such a practice in the area, 
Dr. D’Abbraccio’s determination and the 
ever-growing need for his services led 
to the flourishing of Catskill Veterinary 
Services.

“When I first came here, there was a 
lot of opposition to my practice from 
the area, saying there’s not enough work 
here. And the skill and the level of medi-
cine that I wanted to practice would not 
survive here, but I think that we’ve prov-
en them false,” added Dr. D’Abbraccio.

One key factor in Dr. D’Abbraccio’s 
success is his unwavering commitment 
to providing excellent care for animals 
and treating clients with respect and 
fairness. His family’s strong entrepre-
neurial background, rooted in the prin-
ciples of hard work and a commitment 
to education, has also been a driving 
force behind his achievements. He firm-
ly believes that by doing good work and 
treating people well, success will natu-
rally follow. This belief has been proven 
time and time again as he continues to 
expand and grow his practice.

Dr. Joseph
D’Abbraccio

Dr. Joseph D’Abbraccio

LIBERTY

Business Person 
of the Year

continued on page 5
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SANITATION
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Congratulations 
to all the

Pride Winners
Thank you

for your dedication 

to Sullivan County

Paul & Krissy Walsh117558
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Joe
For all his Hard Work and Helping 

Improve Sullivan County!!
117248

“My family really helps to enforce and 
instill education and that you can do 
whatever you want in this country, as 
long as you are willing to work hard for 
it,” said Dr. D’Abbraccio.

Beyond his practice, Dr. D’Abbrac-
cio is deeply involved in organized 
veterinary medicine. He serves as the 
President-Elect for the New York State 
Veterinary Medical Society and is pas-
sionate about representing the Hudson 
Valley. He is also involved in various 
nonprofi t boards, including Tech Alive 
in Middletown and the Veterinary Infor-
mation Foundation.

In addition to his professional 
endeavors, Dr. D’Abbraccio enjoys trav-
eling, watching movies, and indulging 
his love for history. His commitment to 
giving back to the community is exem-
plifi ed by his participation in free veteri-
nary care clinics in underserved areas of 
New York City.

Looking ahead, Dr. D’Abbraccio and 

Catskill Veterinary Services are poised 
for further growth. They have purchased 
property in Rock Hill, with plans to 
build an 18,000-square-foot Veteri-
nary Medical Center that will provide 
comprehensive care for animals in the 
region. Additionally, they are open-
ing a secondary offi ce in Middletown, 
expanding their reach to Orange Coun-
ty.

Dr. Joseph D’Abbraccio’s journey from 
a young, animal-loving teenager to a 
successful veterinarian and community 
leader is a testament to the power of 
unwavering passion, hard work, and a 
commitment to excellence.

“The big key to success is do good 
work, and treat people, treat your cus-
tomers well, treat your staff well, and be 
fair,” said D’Abbraccio.

His dedication to the welfare of ani-
mals and the people who love them has 
earned him the well-deserved recogni-
tion of Business Person of the Year. This 
title underscores his signifi cant contri-
butions to Sullivan County and beyond.

continued from page 3
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BY ALEX KIELAR

Always on the lookout for new 
business opportunities, Mike 
Taylor of Monticello wears a lot 

of hats in Sullivan County. Not only has 
he been the CEO of Combined Energy 
Services for many years, Taylor also runs 
All Gas Welding Supply Co. and recently 
undertook reinvigorating Ski Holiday 
Mountain. 

Taylor is this year’s recipient of the 
Distinguished Acheivement Award 
for the Chamber of Commerce’s Pride 
Awards for his dedication to Sullivan 
County and giving back to the commu-
nity. 

Taylor grew up in Sullivan County, 
where he graduated from Monticel-
lo High School in 1986. Following 
high school, he attended Southern 
New Hampshire University where 
he received a Bachelor’s in Business 
Administration. 

Taylor has been in the propane and 
fuel oil business since he was a kid in 
the 1970s after his father, Walt, started 
Combined Energy Services in 1968. 

The family-owned propane gas and 
heating oil company now serves the tri-
state region of New York, Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. It is multi-faceted in 
supplying home energy needs. From 
that company, grew All Gas & Welding 
Supply Co, Tri-State Carbonation Ser-
vice & Wechsler Pool Supply Co. 

Taylor is now the Owner and CEO of 
those companies, as well as Strongtown 

Self Storage which opened in Ferndale 
this year. Walt passed away in 2021, and 
Mike continues to carry on his father’s 
legacy through all of his endeavors. 

Taylor took his love for skiing into 
owning his own ski hill, buying Holiday 
Mountain from Craig Passante earlier 
this year. He grew up skiing in this area 
and wanted to bring the fun back into it. 

The entire Taylor family has a love for 
skiing which makes the endeavor that 
much more enjoyable for Mike. 

“I grew up skiing in this area, so I said 
why not own it and make it really fun,” 
he said. “Bringing skiing back to this 

Distinguished
Achievement 
Award:
Mike Taylor

DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTO BY FRED STABBERT
Mike Taylor

continued on page 9
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CONGRATS TO ALL HONOREES!
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Congratulations to all of the
2023 Pride Award Recipients:

Joseph D’Abbraccio, Mike Taylor, 
Al Frangipane, Julian Dawson, Bradlyn 

Matican, Nick & Kate Rusin, Joel 
Weinberg, Denise & Rob Lombardi, Doug 

Doetsch & Susan Manning, and 
Joan Patterson!

117561
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Mike Taylor
Thank You For All You Do For Sullivan County!

Congratulations To You 
And All The Honorees!

798 Forestburgh Rd., Glen Spey, N.Y. 12737 • 845-807-1111 

Mr. Willy’s Catering 
& 

The Sipos Family

117615

county and getting kids to do activities 
outside is important. I want to bring in 
after-school ski programs to Holiday 
Mountain.”

One of the biggest goals for Taylor 
with this ski moutain project is giving 
locals an avenue of excericise during 
the winter. He always looks at different 
aspects of giving back to the commu-
nity, and this combines his love for the 
activity of skiing with his love of giving 
back. 

 On top of all of these business 
endeavors, Taylor also serves as a coor-
dinator for the Catskill Mountains Jeep 
Jamboree, which recently held its 26th 
annual event in Monticello. A jeep 
owner himself, Taylor takes his passion 
for off-roading into the Jeep Jamboree. 

continued from page 7

Mike Taylor has invested millions to help 
rejuvenate Holiday Mountain into a ski des-
tination. DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTO BY ALEX KIELAR
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BY ALEX KIELAR

In regards to giving back to the 
community, Al Frangipane says 
that it should never be looked at 

as a commitment. This year’s recipi-
ent of the Sullivan County Chamber 
of Commerce’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award, Frangipane lives by the 
motto that if you serve the commu-
nity in any capacity, the goal should 
be to make a difference. 

Frangipane has served and given 
back to the community many dif-

ferent ways over his time in Sullivan 
County, through community ser-
vice, fundraising and more. 

Al and his wife, Maria, moved to 
Bethel from Brooklyn with their 
three children - Denise, Claudia 
and Nicholas - in 1976. Their oldest 
child, Denise, is the CEO of Sullivan 
180. Maria passed away four years 
ago.

Al worked on the Supreme Court 
for 34 years before retiring in 1995, 
after which he and his family decid-

Al Frangipane

LIBERTY

Distinguished Service Award

DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTO BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Al Frangipane puts his heart and soul into everything he does, including the WSUL Heart-a-
thon. This photo shows Al, second from left, with his daughter Denise, left, Jodi Goodman, 
center, and Julie and Jared Kaufman, who were chairs of the 2016 event.

continued on page 13
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Recognizing

Congratulations Dawn & All Honorees.
Your recognition is well deserved.
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Congratulations To All the Honorees!
Your recognition is well deserved.
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ed to make the move to Upstate. It 
didn’t take long for the Frangipanes 
to acclimate themselves to Sullivan 
County. Al joined WSUL Heart-A-
Thon in 2003, which he chaired 
twice - in 2004 and 2005. For the last 
20 years that he has served on the 
Heart-A-Thon committee, Al said 
he has been referred to by the nick-
name “Heart Man.” 

“Someone called me that 
one day and it just stuck,” 
Frangipane said. 

He is also the chair of the 
Lions Club for six counties 
and has been on the St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital research 
committee for 10 years. 
He co-chaired the St. Jude 
research committee with the 
General Manager of Gold Bold 
Media Group. Frangipane said that 
they raised $14,000 for a golf outing 
fundraiser on August 20. The money 
raised was shared with Bethel Lions 
Club and St. Jude’s.

Frangipane and his wife joined 
the Red Cross disaster team before 
9/11 and responded to ground zero 
during the attacks. He also remem-
bers when he made a difference 
following the Paramount Hotel in 
Parksville. 

“I remember the exact day - Octo-
ber 16, 2000,” he said. “There was a 
fi re at the hotel in Parksville and a 
bunch of the displaced ended up at 
Liberty Hotel. I responded, worked 
the crowd and eased the pain. After-
wards, it was brought to my atten-
tion that I would be a great patient 
advocate.”

Thus, Frangipane started his work 
as a patient advocate at Catskill 
Regional Medical Center (now Gar-
net Health Catskills), which he did 
for a number of years.

“That’s what it’s all about,” he said. 
“Just making people smile and mak-
ing a difference.”

Al said he is not really for getting 
his picture in the paper, but really 
appreciates getting the award. 

“This honor lends itself more to 
the moments that I made a differ-
ence in people’s lives,” he said. “I 
just want to thank all those who 
have shared in fundraising and a 
part of the committees I have been 
involved with. Being able to have 
an impact on people’s lives without 
knowing how important it was to 
them is priceless.”

Al spoke of moments over the 
years where people who he has 
helped and impacted have shown 
tremendous gratitude to him. He 
feels very humbled when people 
come up to him and thank him for 
something he had done to help 
years ago. He said that you never 
know how much impact you can 
have on someone, just by always 
striving to make a difference. 

For the last 20 years that he 
has served on the Heart-A-Thon 
committee, Al said he has been 
referred to by the nickname 
“Heart Man.” 

continued from page 111
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BY ANTHONY MORGANO

Julian Dawson was nominated for, 
and won, a Pride Award for Distin-
guished Service this year. Dawson 

is the Chief Professional Officer (CPO) 
at the United Way of Sullivan County, a 
role which he has been in for more than 

a decade.
Dawson began working for United 

Way more than 21 years ago, taking over 
as the CPO in 2013, and now oversees 
the day-to-day operations.

The United Way of Sullivan County 
focuses on mobilizing the caring power 

Julian Dawson
Distinguished Service Award

continued on page 16
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of the community to people in need 
through fundraising, volunteerism, 
advocacy, education and partnership. 
Their purpose is to improve lives and 
build a stronger Sullivan County.

Dawson graduated from Monticello 
High School before going to SUNY Sul-
livan. He began working for United Way 
while in college, climbling up the ladder 
as time progressed.

“My mother instilled it in me to give 
back to my community, and this has 
been a great way to do that,” Dawson 
explained.

Despite the challenges that Dawson 
faces through his work, the rewarding 
feeling of helping people each day easily 
makes up for it.

“If you help one person a day, you’re 
doing your job,” Dawson said. “Every 

job has ups and downs, but this work 
has been very fulfilling.”

When asked about being recognized 
with a Pride Award this year Dawson 
said, “It’s a great acknowledgement, and 
it shows that people see and appreciate 
what you do. It’s a great honor to be 
nominated.”

On top of winning a Pride Award, 
Dawson will be inducted into the 
Monticello Hall of Distinction later in 
November, an honor that recognizes 
Monticello High School alumni for the 
work that they do within the communi-
ty and beyond.

“I wanted to thank the Chamber of 
Commerce for nominating me for this 
award as well as the United Way Board 
of Directors for trusting me with this 
job and allowing me to help out in my 
community.”

continued from page 15
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Congratulations to all
the honorees!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ALL 2023 PRIDE WINNERS!

You are very deserving for your contributions to Sullivan County.
Glenn & Pat Smith

Congratulations 
To All the Pride Award Recipients
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BY ANTHONY MORGANO

This year’s Emerging Lead-

er Award is being presented 

to Bradlyn Matican (Insight 

Cipher). The soon-to-be 31-year-old 

accountant has spent the past 14 years 

honing his craft.

Starting in 2019, Matican started his 

own accounting firm, Insight Cipher, in 

which he focuses on CFO services and 

client advisory.

His focus lies in helping clients make 

sense of financial statements, mak-

ing the data easier to understand and 

assisting clients on the fiscal side so 

they can focus on their passions.

With a small client pool, Matican 

and the team at Insight Cipher can 

give the attention required by each 

business that they represent. Some of 

the services that Insight Cipher pro-

vides include Bookkeeping, Financial 

Statements, Forecasting, Budgeting, 

Analysis, KPI Dashboard, Tax Planning, 

Advisory and Tax Preparation.

Matican is a graduate of Monticello 

High School, where he moved with his 

mom at two-years-old after being born 

on Long Island.

He enjoys giving back to the com-

munity when he can, including the 

Monticello Rotary and the Monticello 

Academy of Finance.

“The Academy of Finance was a won-

derful program that allowed me to gain 

real life exposure to different business 

concepts through the various classes 

offered,” Matican said. “Some of the 

courses were focused on accounting, 

which allowed me to realize my talent 

and enjoyment for the profession.”

In his junior year of high school, 

Emerging Leader:
Bradlyn  
Matican

Bradlyn Matican
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Emerging Leader: Matican received an internship in the 

accounting field which further solidi-

fied his college and career path.

The Monticello Academy of Finance 

is what started Matican on this path, 

and three college degrees later he is 

finding success with his own account-

ing firm.

Matican’s degrees in Accounting 

include an Associate’s Degree from 

SUNY Sullivan (2013), a Bachelor’s 

Degree from SUNY New Paltz (2017) 

and a Master’s in Forensic Accounting 

and Valuation from SUNY Polytechnic 

(2020). Bradlyn excelled in college, 

earning a cumulative GPA of 3.97.

Matican founded Insight Cipher 

after realizing that he wasn’t finding 

the work/life balance within the career 

path of private accounting that he 

chose to be too rewarding.

“Working long weeks, upwards of 

60 hours, did not allow me to pursue 

my goals and passions to the fullest 

extent,” Matican explained.

By pivoting to his own private 

accounting firm, Matican has been able 

to step back and take care of his mother 

and spend more time making memo-

ries with her.

“Winning this award means a lot to 

me,” Matican said. “It’s nice to be rec-

ognized, even though that isn’t what I 

do it for.”

Congratulations
to all the

Pride Award
Winners &
Honorees,
Sullivan County’s Finest!

South Fallsburg, NY • 1-800-999-6593 ROLL-085414

17009



20  PR IDE  AWARDS                                                                                  2023

42

www.mikepreis.com

4898 State Route 52  
Jeffersonville 845.482.5510

Congratulations 
Mike Taylor, Al Frangipane, Doug Doetsch

& all of the 2023 Honorees

Health & Benefits
Personal ~ Commercial

117348

(845) 887-405643 Wagner Lane, Callicoon, NY

www.seminaryhill.co

Orchard  &  Cidery  •  Tas t ing  Room •  

Accommodat ions  •  Weddings  &  Events

 Founded by Doug Doetsch (descended from a Callicoon
family) and Susan Manning, Seminary Hill features the world’s
First Passive House-certified cidery overlooking the Delaware
River Valley. Explore a holistic orchard of over 60 apple and

pear varieties, dine at the Tasting Room for farm-to-table
dishes, and stay at the Boarding House to experience a setting

that, in the words of Conde Nast Traveler, evokes "James
Fenimore Cooper's America with a dash of Tuscany." 

117295

Blustein Shapiro
Frank & Barone

Barbara A. Garigliano,
Managing Partner

Sullivan County and Catskills Office
449 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010 • Fax 845/796-1040

Congratulations to 
All the Pride Award 

Recipients!
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BY FRED STABBERT III

‘Old-fashioned Catskills Hospi-
tality.”

That is what Doug Doetsch 
and wife Susan Manning say is served 
up most at their two-and-a-half-year-
old business, Seminary Hill Cidery in 
Callicoon.

“It’s the kind of service and home-
town feel our parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents served up years 
ago,” Doug said of the great service and 
friendly atmosphere. “That’s what we 
were trying to do from the beginning 
– connect local roots with the market 
from the city.”

Seminary Hill has already caught the 
attention of many Metropolitan New 
Yorkers and has  hosted 24 weddings 
this year, the same as in 2022.

“There is a pent-up demand,” Susan 
said. “We’ve established ourselves as a 
significant wedding venue.”

And Doug said the Sullivan County 
Chamber of Commerce’s Township 
Award was “very meaningful. We love 
the recognition.”

Doug and Susan said much of their 
success is due to their great staff, which 
includes many local people.

“We also use local purveyors as much 

as possible,” Susan said, referring to 
menu items inside the Cidery.

But the real attraction – Seminary Hill 
Cider –is getting the most attention.

“We have everything from super dry 
to sweet and everything in between,” 
Susan said.

And Doug noted that Seminary Hill 
Cider is now carried at several restau-

Township Award:
DELAWARE

Doug Doetsch
   and 
Susan Manning

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Doug Doetsch and his wife, Susan Manning, 
have built Seminary Hill Cidery in Callicoon 
to a true wedding destination.

continued on page 22
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The Callicoon Business Association
joins 

The Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce 
in honoring

Congratulations on receiving the
Township Award for Exceptional Community 
Involvement + Contributions to the Economic 

Development in Sullivan County.

Doug Doetsch & Susan Manning  
+ 

Seminary Hill Orchard & Cidery 

Thank you for all you 
do for our community!

117599
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Congratulations to all the winners. 
Especially Doug Doetsch and Susan Manning, 

Seminary Hill, Town of Delaware
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Congratulations  
Douglas Doetsch and Susan Manning

rants in New York City – including Gram-
ercy Tavern.

“The stuff is flying off the shelves,” he 
said. “The city just hosted Cider Week 
and it was great.”

And in an effort to keep the fun going 
throughout the year, Seminary Hill 
Cidery is hosting a workshop on Novem-
ber 4 and 18 to teach people how to 
make their own hard cider.

“We will provide all the materials and 
each person will walk away with three 
bottles,” Susan said.

Doug also noted, “This winter we will 
also be featuring snowshoeing on our 
trails.

“You can snowshoe then come inside 
to get something to warm up,” he said.

“We really want people to experience 
what this beautiful area is all about.”

continued from page 21

Susan Manning believes Seminary Hill Cidery 
has built its great reputation of service by 
modeling the generations of business own-
ers who came before them.
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STORY AND PHOTO
BY FRED STABBERT III

Denise and Rob Lombardi, 
along with their son, RJ, 
enjoy small town life.

Four years ago the couple decided 
it was time to venture out of Long 
Island and find a place in the coun-
try, where they could become part 
of a special community.

And that community ended up 
being Hurleyville. On October 13 
Denise and Rob invited the entire 
community to their Main Street 
General Store to celebrate their 4th 
anniversary.

“The community has wholeheart-
edly been welcoming and embrac-
ing to our family and our son and 
we are so grateful for that,” Denise 
said as an afternoon customer 
popped in the door for lunch.

“We were meant to be here,” she 
said.

And this year, the Lombardis are 
the proud winners of the Sullivan Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce’s Township 
Award for the Town of Fallsburg.

“It’s an honor,” she said. “I have  no 
words to express my gratitude.”

The Lombardis – and especially 
Denise – have curated a store that 
speaks General Store.

“We have a little bit of everything,” she 
said. “We like to promote products that 
share the same mission we have. Busi-
nesses that provide an opportunity for 
people with disabilities to thrive.”

Township Award:
FALLSBURG

Denise and
Rob Lombardi

Denise and Rob Lombardi have operated the 
Hurleyville General Store for four years.

continued on page 24
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SUTTON UNDERGOUND & SPRIGGINS MECHANICAL

AND ALL THE HONOREES
117356

CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS
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HURLEYVILLE GENERAL STORE

DENISE & ROB LOMBARDI

From candles to puzzles, games, 
soaps, scents, clothing, greeting cards 
and books, many items have been 
designed or made by a developmentally 
disabled person.

The Lombardi’s son has developmen-
tal disabilities but likes to come to the 
store to help out.

“He’s most interested in being our 
official taste tester,” she mused. “The 
best part of being here is working with 
people with disabilities from multiple 
organizations.”

Denise is a former CPA from Melville 
while her husband recently retired as an 
Air Traffic Controller.

“We both had great careers,” she 
said, as the next adventure in their life 
unfolds.

The couple recently bought the home 
across the street from the Hurleyville 
General Store, greatly reducing their 
commute.

And with seven-days-a-week hours, it 
pays to be close.

And the Lombardis are thrilled by how 
well they have been received.

“People come to meet each other,” she 
said. “This is a real community space.”

continued from page 23 “We like to promote  
products that share the  
same mission we have.  
Businesses that provide an 
opportunity for people with  
disabilities to thrive.”
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STORY AND PHOTO BY DEREK KIRK

Nick and Kate Rusin are the 
recipients of the Township 
Award for their work in the Lib-

erty community. They have two chil-
dren, Julianna, 2, and Caleb, 10.

Kate
As an educator in Liberty Middle 

School over the past 10 years, Kate has 
recently become the Middle School 
Assistant Principal.

Her husband, Nick Rusin, and her 
father, Frank DeMayo, have been piv-
otal in building bridges between the 
town, the village and the school — cre-
ating a synergy within the community 
that allows for continuity between 
school and civic life. 

Collaborations are frequent with 
local organizations such as Sullivan 
180, Fortress Bikes, Bridge and Tunnel 
Brewery, Liberty Parks and Rec, the 
Sullivan County Museum, Hurleyville 
Performing Arts Center, the Rail Trail 
alliance, and the Village of Liberty. 

“A highlight for our students and 
community was the SnO&W and 
National Trails Day clean up that took 
place on the village sections of the rail 
trail. Most recently, our National Junior 
Honors Society and other students 
joined the community for the Dove 
Daffodil Dash,” Kate said. 

“Our mission in the Middle School 
is to promote academic excellence, 
respectfulness, independence, and 
responsibility. Our goal is to give stu-

dents the tools and resources they 
need to work within a diverse commu-
nity and be productive citizens,” she 
continued. 

“The partnership with the town has 
opened doors for students to take these 
tools and apply them to life outside 
of school. Now as Assistant Principal, 
I look forward to continuing to build 
these relationships and further the 
connection between the school and the 
town.”

Township Award:
Nick and Kate 
Rusin

Kate and Nick Rusin

continued on page 26

LIBERTY



Nick
Town Supervisor Frank DeMayo and 

Nick take a hands-on approach to 
community development, with a large 
portion of the work for the town involv-
ing seeking and securing grant funding 
to support projects and development 
that enhance quality of life in the com-
munity. 

“Engaging with the community 
directly is the best way to understand 
who is living here and what their most 
important needs are. To provide a plat-
form to connect town government with 
the community, Frank and I re-estab-
lished two community organizations 
to help us accomplish that goal,” Nick 
said.

The Parksville Priorities Committee 
(PPC, re-established 2021) — A group of 
45-50 Liberty residents who live in the 
hamlet of Parksville who are dedicated 
to the economic and cultural revitaliza-
tion of Parksville. 

When many towns lost residents 
throughout the pandemic, Liberty, and 
more specifically, Parksville, gained, 
with an influx of creative people inter-
ested in living a more rural life-style 
while continuing to pursue their craft 
have moved in.

Through the PPC we have organized 
Parksville specific events like the 
annual B’Kawk festival and Halloween 
parade. The group has also worked 
to secure grant funding that will help 
redevelop currently abandoned and 
unused buildings on Main Street in 
Parksville.

Liberty Rising — Frank and Nick 
understand that village demographics 
are changing. Recent data suggest that 
the village is young and diverse. Liberty 
Rising was established for the Village 
of Liberty specifically to connect res-
idents in the village to community 
events, news, and each other. This 
year the village celebrated its very first 
Cinco de Mayo festival and relaunched 
a very successful 4th of July celebra-
tion. 

 Nick attributed his success with the 
creation and continued work of the two 
programs to the guidance and foresight 
of colleague and Town Supervisor, 
Frank DeMayo. 

26  PR IDE  AWARDS                                                                                  2023

42

continued from page 25

Congratulations 
Nick & Kate

We are so grateful for your Partnership 
and for all of your efforts in making 

Liberty a GREAT place to be. 

Town of Liberty Supervisor Frank DeMayo

117636

607-498-4130
182 Rockland Road,
Roscoe, NY 1277686938

Allison-Devore General Contractors Inc.
Residential and Commercial Construction

www.allisondevore.com

Carl Allison
Scott Allison
120 Muthig Rd, 
Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-292-7620 Office
845-701-2645 Cell
845-292-5143 Fax

11
52

60sallison@allisondevore.com
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For over two decades, FORMAGGIO has been honored to call Sullivan County home. As 
we've grown, so has the county around us. We eagerly anticipate our intertwined 
futures, flourishing side by side. We've grown in the embrace of this land and its 
remarkable people. The horizon beckons, and we eagerly await the future. Together.

Layout, copy and illustration by JG RILEY

Kudos to the stellar recipients of the 
2023 Sullivan Pride Awards! We at 
FORMAGGIO wholeheartedly celebrate 
these remarkable souls whose 
dedication illuminates the true gems 
nestled within our mountains.

2023
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9170 Lake Street, Liberty, NY • 845-292-4200

SHORT-TERM REHAB • LONG-TERM CARE

CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Sullivan County Pride Award Winners!

www.AchieveRehabNY.com

Private Rehab Suites • Excellent Quality Care

Joel Weinberg - Mountain Mall

Township Award:
THOMPSON

PHOTOS BY FRED STABBERT III

The Mountain Square Mall on East Broad-
way in Monticello is a shopping mecca for 
many Sullivan County residents, offering a 
wide variety of stores in a convenient loca-
tion, thanks to Joel Weinberg, this year’s 
Town of Thompson Pride Award winner.
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BY ANTHONY MORGANO

Joan Patterson has 
been working for 
Crystal Run Health-

care since November 7, 
2011, nearly 12 years to 
the day of outstanding 
work and involvement 
with Sullivan County. She 
was nominated for, and 
won, the Pride Award 
for Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion this year.

Patterson is the Direc-
tor of Operations in Sul-
livan County for Crystal 
Run Healthcare, putting 
her in charge of a lot of 
day-to-day operations 
at the Rock Hill location. 
From building oversight 
to direct nursing respon-
sibilities, Patterson keeps 
herself busy at work.

“I love being able to 
interact with patients, staff and pro-
viders,” Patterson said. “Sometimes 
I’ll start a conversation with patients 
in the parking lot, I’m a people per-
son and I like to connect with peo-
ple whenever I can.”

Other responsibilities that Joan 
handles involve recruitment, inter-
viewing and hiring prospective 
employees as well as other adminis-

trative duties.
Patterson was born in Jamaica and 

moved to the United States at 16 
years old, where she graduated from 
high school and college. She is newly 
widowed, with four sons and two 
grandsons.

Outside of work, Joan dedicates 

Joan Patterson RN, MSN
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

continued on page 30

Joan Patterson
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Congratulations to all the honorees

18 Anawana Lake Road • Monticello, NY 12701 
845-794-5807 • gunthera@nyassembly.gov 

Paid for by Committee to Elect Aileen Gunther

You are truly the 
PRIDE OF 

SULLIVAN COUNTY 

Assemblywoman 
Aileen Gunther 

11
76

19

Services
•
•
•
•
•
•

For ALL your septic needs

Proud to be located in
FERNDALE, NY

117309

Funeral Home

(845) 794-7474
388 Broadway, Monticello

   www.josephngarlick
funeralhome

.com

10
07
03

Joseph N.
Garlick

her time to six different boards 
- including the Sullivan County 
Chamber of Commerce, in addition 
to spending time with family, at 
church or “running” 5Ks. 

“I feel as though I don’t keep busy 
enough,” Joan said. “I’m in awe of 
the members of the community that 

do so much.”
With over a decade of experience 

with Crystal Run Healthcare, Joan is 
grateful for the company and all that 
they offer.

“The opportunities fuel me to do 
all of the things that I do,” Patterson 
explained. “And hopefully inspires 
the people around me to do as 
much as they can do as well.”

Joan closed out by saying, “I want 
to congratulate my fellow award 
winners and thank the Sullivan 
County Chamber for considering, 
nominating and awarding me.”

“I’m a people person and 
I like to connect with people 
whenever I can.”

continued from page 29
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Joan Patterson, RN, MSN 

Crystal Run Healthcare

CONGRATULATIONS

Workplace Excellence Award
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Our mission is supporting people with unique abilities to live as valued and

contributing members of the community. 117249

Congratulations to  
Joan Patterson, RN, MSN!
Crystal Run Healthcare is proud to join the 
Sullivan County Chamber as you recognize 
our very own Joan Patterson, RN, MSN, 
Director of Operations, with the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Workplace Excellence 
Award! Thank you for all you do to support 
our patients, our Sullivan county team, and 
our community.

The Crystal Run difference is in the details—
it’s what makes Crystal Run Healthcare  
such a different experience for patients as 
well as those who have found their calling  
in medicine. 

Primary Care | Specialty Care | Urgent Care

Whether you are a patient or looking for  
career opportunities, learn more at  
CrystalRunHealthcare.com.

CRH_SullivanPride_Joan_5x4.indd   1CRH_SullivanPride_Joan_5x4.indd   1 10/20/23   12:11 PM10/20/23   12:11 PM
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SullivanCatskills.com   1.800.882.CATS
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.    

Tonight, and always, we are one team, one community 
and always filled with pride. 

Congratulations everyone and thank you for your 
contributions to our Sullivan Catskills. 

Joseph D’Abbraccio, Mike Taylor, Al Frangipane,  Julian Dawson, 
Bradlyn Matican, Nick & Kate Rusin,  Liberty Rising, Joel Weinberg, 
Denise and Rob Lombardi,  Doug Doetsch and Susan Manning, 

and Joan Patterson

celebrate

117563




