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MEN’S & WOMEN’S CLOTHING, SHOES 
& TUXEDO RENTALS

WE DO DRY CLEANING
Main Street Honesdale • 570-253-3080 • 1-800-272-5361

www.artsforhimandhertoo.com
Mon. - Wed. 9-6 • Th urs. - Fri. 9-7 • Sun. 12-4 99
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222 Willow Avenue, Honesdale
(570)253-3132

www.fi nsandfeatherspa.com

Fishing for something di  erent?Fishing for something di  erent?

Stop in for a 
huge selection of 

freshwater fi sh and 
aquarium supplies

FINS AND FEATHERS73911

As the school year contin-
ues on within the Wayne 
Highlands School District 

(WHSD), the promise to follow 
the “Wayne Highlands Way” re-
mains a constant as the home of 
the Hornets undergoes positive 
changes regarding personnel, 
equipment, and the signature 
locations within the high school 
hive.

Superintendent of the Wayne 
Highlands School District, 
Gregory Frigoletto, is welcoming 
in the annual change of the new 

year with the district’s unwaver-
ing commitment to excellence, 
safety, and the “Wayne Highlands 
Way.”

“Wayne Highlands has a long 
history of unmatched high ac-
ademic achievement. So much 
of that has to do with great peo-
ple doing miraculous things on 
a daily basis,” Frigoletto said. 
“Every level of faculty and staff 
is included in that process...

teachers, support staff, adminis-
tration, administrative assistants, 
bus drivers, cafeteria workers...
everyone. Everyone subscribing 
to the Wayne Highlands Way.”

Although many things are sub-
ject to change, alter, and grow 
as time continues on within 
the district, Frigoletto and the 
entirety of Wayne Highlands 
ensures that at the core of the 
Wayne Highlands Way remains 

student-centered relationships, 
culture, high expectations, a 
mindset locked on growth, with 
a handful of grit and determina-
tion. 

Instruction, assessments, cur-
riculum, policies, technology and 
many other aspects of life are al-
ways changing and are reflected 
in the era in which students live 
and learn within the walls of the 
six schools. These things change, 
but the core remains the same.

Improvements are also in 
the works with new programs 
intended to serve students 
throughout the district.

“At the primary level, the 
WHSD will launch a new cur-
ricular offering, Wit & Wisdom, 
which will focus on literacy. This 
addition will complement the lit-
eracy curriculum that launched 
in grades 3-8 in the 18-19 school 
year,” Frigoletto said.

“Wit & Wisdom is a compre-
hensive K–8 English language 
arts curriculum crafted to help 
students build the knowledge 
and skills they need to be suc-
cessful readers, exceptional 
writers, and effective communi-
cators. Wit & Wisdom students 
engage with complex, grade-level 
books, from the classics to newer 
works of literature,” Frigoletto 
said.

“The growth of literacy skills, 
coupled with building a knowl-
edge base, will set WHSD stu-
dents up for learning success in 
their future.”

Subscribing to the ‘Wayne Highlands Way’

Above: Students of Honesdale 
High School are held to a high 
standard of excellence.

Left: The Wayne Highlands Way!

Right: Wayne Highlands School 
District Superintendent Gregory 
Frigoletto.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY DEREK KIRK
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Get paid to train & paid to care

What’s a CNA?
A CNA is a Certified Nursing Assistant. Our CNAs help feed, 
clothe, care for and help create a stable compassionate 
home for our elderly residents. You’ll start as a NAT (Nurse 
Aide Trainee), and in as little as 30 days be eligible to 
complete training and earn your full CNA certification.

Become a fully-certified CNA  
with the Sunset Lake family.

Our paid train-to-work program 
includes an 16-hour course, on-the-
job training and shadowing — plus, 
your full CNA certification in as little 
as 30 days.

  Full Time Positions  
(All Shifts Available)

  Competitive Pay

  Medical, Dental & Vision

  Pension

  Paid Time Off

Are you caring and compassionate? 

Apply now! Jobs@sunsetlakerehab.com

Full CNA  
certification  
in as fast as
30 DAYS

 Care Center™ 
 

at Sunset Lake Rehab
100751

1095 Texas Palmyra Hwy., Suite 1 • Honesdale, PA 18431
P: (570) 616-0665 F: (570) 616-0669

www.murraypt.com

91332

Live Without LimitsLive Without Limits

570-448-2130 • www.theredschoolhouse.com
Corner of 670 & 247, North of Honesdale, 1732 Bethany Turnpike, Pleasant Mount, PA 18453

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER
CLOSED SUNDAYS

CALL FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS
Our specials make it worth the trip

GREAT FOOD AT GREAT PRICES
WELCOME STUDENTS... TAKE A SHORT DRIVE 

INTO THE COUNTRY & TREAT YOURSELF TO 
A GOOD MEAL AT THE RED SCHOOLHOUSE

CATERING (On and Off Premises)
PRIVATE PARTIES

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE
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•    Sullivan County’s #1 Garbage 
     & Recycle for Over 30 Years, 
     Same Owner/Operator
•    Competitive Pricing 
     & Superior Service
•    Servicing Local Communities 
     throughout ALL of Sullivan County

KEEP IT 
LOCAL!

Don’t Get Left On the Curb! Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY!

76
42
7

•    Keeping Jobs and Money 
     in Sullivan County
•    Residential Program... Roll-Offs... 
     Commercial... Special Clean-Ups
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY DEREK KIRK

With the new school year 
also comes new features 
to the nest! 

Honesdale High School has 
received some new upgrades to 
various parts around the building, 
including redesigns of the origi-
nal 1959 bathrooms, revamping 
necessities in the kitchen area, 
and the continuing reconstruc-
tion of the theater that has staged 
many student-lead performances 
throughout the years.

The projects in total cost ap-
proximately $7.596 million.

The bidded project acquired 
the use of Highland Associates 
for architecture and engineering  
and Quandel Construction for 
Construction Management. It 
also employed the work of D&M 
Construction as the General 
Contractor, L.H. Reed & Sons for 
Plumbing, Scranton Electric for 
Heating and Cooling, and Everon 
Electrical.

Going into a new school year re-
ally heats things up in the kitchen 
as students spend their lunches 
in the cafeteria, but with the re-
placement of the walk-in freezer 

and refrigerator, fresh food is kept 
in peak condition for hungry stu-
dents.

The bathrooms also received 
a new make-over with red and 
black tiles, sleek white flooring, 
and brand new utilities. These 
restrooms were the original work-
ings from 1959, and had seen 
many generations of students in 
and out of their doors. Now, the 
Honesdale Hornets will be able to 
enjoy the brand new redesign for 
even more years to come.

In addition to these new up-
grades, the Honesdale High 
School performing arts theater 
has been under construction in 

anticipation of a brand new home 
for the school’s theatrically and 
musically inclined student popu-
lation. 

Although uncertain of the exact 
reveal date, Honesdale High 
School Principal Dr. Peter Jor-
dan anticipates the theater to be 
opened and operational by No-
vember of this year.

In addition to these projects, 
the future air quality in the high 
school is looking to rise with 
replacement of classroom’s uni-
vents, which also hailed back 
to the original 1959 era. This 
upgrade was fully funded by the 
ESSER grants.

Equipped with a new buzz of excitement

Above: The original 1959 bathrooms re-
ceived a brand new redesign, lined in 
Hornet colors - black and red.

Right: The hope for the home for Hones-
dale High School’s performing arts is to 
display an updated stage but retain that 
nostalgic feel of the original auditorium.

Below: The kitchens at the high school 
are better equipped to serve students 
with a new overhead vent, refrigerator, 
and walk-in freezer!
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M
any faces who have 
recently joined the 
Wayne Highlands School 

District team have circled back 
to their home nest as Honesdale 
High School Alumni and proud 
members of the community.

In the classroom, teachers both 
new and returning bring with 
them the familiarity of HHS into 
their craft. These teachers include 
Dustin Roberts, Marisa Avery, and 
Gretchen Finney. 

Roberts is a well-traveled 2007 
Alum of Honesdale who has 
found a position in his home 
community alongside his family. 
Roberts is a Mathematics teacher 
at Preston Elementary and 
Middle School. 

“I came back because I felt 
like Honesdale gave so much to 
me when I was a kid...I always 
wanted to come back and give 
back,” Roberts said.

Avery is a Biodiversity teacher at 
Honesdale High School, and is an 
experienced educator with seven 
years of teaching under her belt 

within the Delaware Valley School 
District. Avery graduated from 
Honesdale in 2011.

“Growing up here, I always 
knew that I wanted to come back 
because of the impact that many 
of the teachers had on me, “ Avery 
said. “My family still lives here...I 
want my kids to grow up in a sim-
ilar environment that I did.”

Returning as an educator in the 
classroom after a four- year hia-
tus is Gretchen Finney, a Family 
and Consumer Science teacher 
at the Wayne Highlands Middle 
School. 

Finney said that her biggest rea-
son for coming back is that it is 
what she is meant to do.

“Deep down, I knew I was al-
ways coming back, it was just 
when was I going to come back,” 
Finney recalled.

A Friendly and Fresh 
Front Desk 
Wayne Highlands welcomed 

new members of their team not 
only in just the classroom, but 
in the Middle School’s Front 
Offi ce as well. Greeting Middle 
School students with a fresh smile 
are Principal’s Administrative 
Assistants, Amanda Griffenkranz 
and Karen Worzel.

Griffenkranz is entering her sec-
ond year with Wayne Highlands 
and is a graduate of Delaware 
Valley School District. 

Griffenkranz formerly worked 
at Woodloch Resort as a banquet 
coordinator.

“This year is a fresh start,” 

Griffenkranz said with an opti-
mistic outlook in moving forward 
into the new school year.

Worzel, who also previously 
worked at Woodloch Resort as a 
reservation/sales agent, joined 
the hive for the fi rst time in June. 

“I was looking for a change for 
myself,” Worzel said, going on 
to say that the best part of this 
change is assisting students in 
their every day lives.

Honesdale’s heroes
With every new undertaking 

comes its bumps and bruises, but 
all will be well as the new School 
Nurse at the high school, Lacey 
Utegg RN,   has taken over for the 
previous School Nurse, Dorothy 
Rickard.

Utegg is a 2005 Honesdale grad-
uate.

“Being a graduate of this school 
and district, I knew how well 
they had prepared me to succeed 
in life,” Utegg said, adding that 
she is excited to offer that same 
preparedness in kind to students 
who may have chronic illnesses, 
mental health issues, and other 
challenges.

Honesdale High School has 
seen a great number of changes, 
but one constant that has re-
mained as a fl agship to steer the 
district in a positive path. That 
constant is Carla Swendsen, who 
is tasked with many responsibil-
ities including managing schol-
arship programs, coordinating 
Graduation and other major 
events, and keeping the fi nances 

Once a Hornet…

A steadfast constant at Honesdale High School, Carla Swendsen, is tasked with nu-
merous behind-the-scenes responsibilites, as well as overseeing student scholarships, 
organizing important events like Graduation, and keeping the fi nancials in check.

Marisa Avery, Biodiversity educator at Honesdale High School.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Dustin Roberts, Mathematics teacher at 
Preston Elementary/Middle School.



TRI-COUNTY EAR, NOSE & THROAT P.C.
PHILIP G. LIU, M.D.

AMERICAN BOARD OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY HEAD & NECK SURGERY

570-253-0202 570-491-5255
650-2 Park St.,

Honesdale, PA 18431
Rt. 209, Westfall, Pa

(beside Milford Landing)
www.tricountyent.org
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TOWN & COUNTRY
ENERGY CORP.

• FUEL OIL
• DIESEL
• AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
• CERTIFIED SERVICE

TECHNICIANS

• PROPANE
• PROPANE SERVICE

- Our Specialty!

A local company, family owned and operated for over 32 years

439 Rutledgedale Rd.
Equinunk, PA 18417

Phone: 570-224-6777
570-253-9370
800-382-4763

Fax: 570-224-4307 94
27
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WAYNE COUNTY READY MIX, INC.CONCRETE COMPANY

CONCRETE • MASONRY SUPPLIES
Retaining Wall Blocks • Concrete Pump Services

379 Grimms Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 | 570.253.4341  |  Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hotmail.com
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Henderson-Biedekapp
F U N E R A L  C H A P E L

Hancock, N.Y.
607-637-2581   WWW.HBFUNERALCHAPEL.COM

85
00
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Jade M. Parise, Owner/Director

Whether you're planning a new
system or replacing existing equipment,

WE CAN HELP!!

Patz
Dealer

• Conveyors

• Barn Cleaner Chains

• Power Silage Carts

• Silo Uploaders

• Round Balers
• Rotary Rakes
• V Rakes
• Bale Wagons 

(Round & Square)
• Bale Wrapper 

(New & Used) SMALL FARMING EQUIP.

Rutledge Repairs
Ron Rutledge      570-224-4319   cell # 570-468-2497 Damascus, Pa., 18415  

674 Callicoon Rd.

H&S EQUIPMENT
CLAAS Equipment

65199

for the schools organized.
“Wayne Highlands is known for 

their Wayne Highlands family. 
We always try to take care of each 
other,” Swendsen said. “If some-
one has a need [or] a crisis...I can 
say that Wayne Highlands...comes 
to the rescue, and we do whatever 
we can to support our colleague.”

It takes a Hive...
Wayne Highlands School 

District Superintendent, Gregory 
Frigoletto, held a positive view on 
all those who have recently joined 
the Wayne Highlands team, as 
well as those who have served the 

district for many years.
“It’s all about people, and I can’t 

stress that enough,” Frigoletto 
said.

“The people that we have are 
part of the ‘Wayne Highlands 
Way’,” Frigoletto said with the 
inclusion of teachers, administra-
tion, janitorial and food service, 
bus drivers, and the many other 
departments and groups who put 
Wayne Highlands at the forefront 
of their mind. 

“…you can’t remove one of 
those groups and have those 
Wayne Highlands systems be the 
same.”

The Wayne Highlands Middle School is seeing an increase in subscribers to the 
“Wayne Highlands Way” with (L-R) Administrative Assistants Karen Worzel, Amanda 
Griffenkranz, and returning Family and Consumer Science teacher Gretchen Finney.
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845-434-0511
rollingv.com

Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than 
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive 

carefully – it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbor on a bus nearby! 

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation 

for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

We’re Transporting the Most Precious Cargo
Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.
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