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TRADE IN & TRADE UP!

our NEW Aquasential®

Smart product line

Culligan of Newburgh
845-561-3728
Culligan.com

131 Little Britain Road • Newburgh, NY 12550
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OVER $1 BILLION IN SALES  |  8 REGIONAL OFFICES

Summer of Catskills Love!Make this your

TIMBERLANDPROPERTIES.COM
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“We’re family owned and operated, 
so when you work with us, 

you’re working with us.”

1 Eagle Court, Sparrow Bush, NY 12780
Phone: (845) 856-7951 • Fax: (845) 856-0831

martellbuilders@gmail.com
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2. 
MLS

6205686
Fremont 

Township
Frame

1.
MLS  

6201642
Tusten 

Township
Bungalow

3. 
MLS 

6192128
Liberty 

Township
Colonial

4. 
MLS 

6195408
Rockland 
Township

Ranch

3 BR/1 BA
Acres: 0.40
Sold For: $56,700
School Tax: $$1,241.77
Town & County: 

$1,241.77
Built: 1950
Listed By: Century 21 
Geba Realty
Sold By: Century 21 Geba 

3 BR/2 ½ BA
Acres: 0.39
Sold For: $150,000
School Tax: $ 1,123.91
Town & County: 

$2,730.87
Built: 1910
Listed By: Matthew J. 
Freda Realty
Sold By: Non MLS

4 BR/2 BA
Acres: 0.36
Sold For: $198,500
School Tax: $ 2,463.53
Town & County: $ 
1,749.91

Built: 1915
Listed By: Keller Williams 
Hudson Valley
Sold By: Non MLS

3 BR/2 ½ BA
Acres: 1.08
Sold For: $395,000
School Tax: $4,788.52
Town & County: 
$10,497.36

Built: 1986
Listed By: Resort Realty
Sold By: Non MLS

2 BR/2 ½ BA
Acres: 5.03
Sold For: $280,000
School Tax: $1,935.47
Town & County: 
$5,152.82

Built: 1970
Listed By: Carole Edwards 
Realty
Sold By: Hart & Johnson 
Realty

4 BR/2 BA
Acres: 90.00
School Tax: $3,322.59
Town & County: 
$7,506.49
Built: 1910

Listed By: Catskill Sales 
Associates
Sold By: Catskill Sales 
Associates

3 BR/2 BA
Acres: 2.70
Sold For: $ 242,500
School Tax: $ 2,158.83
Town & County: $ 

2,380.42
Built: 2005
Listed By: Sergio A. 
Seravia
Sold By: Sergio A. Seravia

4 BR/3 ½ BA
Acres: 10.00
School Tax: $ 899.13
Town & County: $ 811.35
Built: 2022
Listed By: Lazy Meadows 

Realty 
Sold By: Country House 
Realty

Recent Home Sales

6. 
MLS  

6194862
Fallsburg 
Township

Bilevel

7. 
MLS 

6221720
Bethel 

Township
Farmhouse

8. 
MLS 

6214005
Fremont 

Township
Farmhouse

5. 
MLS 

6212186
Callicoon 
Township
Cape Cod

Statistics by Sullivan County Board of Realtors

CALLICOON NY 12723
845-887-9017

GET YOUR HOME SOLD
20+ Years Exp in NYC with Douglass Elliman; Pricing + Sales 
& Marketing Strategy; Professional Real Estate Photography

11
16
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Monday 12-8pm
Tuesday 12-8pm
Friday 12-10pm

Saturday 12-10pm 

T: 845.887.9871
22 Upper Main Street,
Callicoon, NY 12723

westerncallicoon.com
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(845)482-4000 •
NMLS # 405318
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Summer entertaining season 
provides ample opportuni-
ties to soak up some sun and 

have some fun with family and 
friends. Backyard barbecues and 
other get-togethers at home are 
even more fun when hosts en-
sure they have certain must-have 
items for summer soirees.

• Fire features: The days when 
summer hosts only needed a few 
extra lawn chairs and some burg-
ers and hot dogs on the grill for a 
backyard barbecue are long gone. 
Though those items still have a 
place at backyard barbecues, sum-
mer parties have taken a step up. 
Fire features, whether it’s a stand-
alone fi re pit, one built into a patio 
or a gas-powered fi re table, are 

now wildly popular. Fire features 
provide a welcome place to relax 
and converse with guests after the 
sun goes down. And much to kids’ 
delight, a fi re feature also paves 
the way for some post-meal s’mo-
res.

• Insulated wine cooler: Coolers 
are great places to store water, 
soda, beer, seltzers, and other 
popular beverages. But what 
about wine? An insulated wine 
cooler ensures wine stays properly 
cooled but doesn’t get too cold, 
which can happen when wine is 
stored in a more traditional cooler 
fi lled with ice. Bottles are sim-
ply placed in the insulated cooler 
(much like canned beverages slide 
easily into can koozies), and the 

Ideal items for summer 
entertaining in the backyard

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO

Imagine getting friends together in an outdoor setting like this.
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When Service Matters

799 Texas Palmyra Hwy, Honesdale, PA 18431

Call 570-352-3400 to start saving $$$ Today
www.moderngas.com

Men� on where you saw this ad

11
13
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MODERN
GAS SALES INC.

Empire Dealer

GIVE US A CALL
and see the 

diff erence for
All of your 

propane needs

Our 20lb.
tank refi ll

price is the
best around!

www.jtheadorelaw.com

11
09
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32 Lower Main Street, Suite 4, P.O. Box 182, Callicoon, NY 12723
john@jtheadorelaw.com • P: (845) 887-1855 • F: (845) 203-4141

JOHN R. THEADORE
Attorney at Law, PLLC

When buying or 
selling a home, it is 
important to hire 
the right lawyer 
to help guide you 
through your real 
estate closing.

When buying or 
selling a home, it is 
important to hire 
the right lawyer 
to help guide you 
through your real 
estate closing.

Contact us for dependable drilling contractors who 
ensure your water systems are operating as they should. 

264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406

www.titanwelldrillingny.com 

FROM WELL DRILLING TO WATER TESTING, 
WE MEET EVERY NEED. 

99
05
3

bottle can be kept on the table 
much like you would for formal 
dinners indoors. Hosts can go the 
extra mile by pairing insulated 
wine tumblers with their wine 
cooler.

• Games: Summer entertaining 
season might be all about relax-
ation, but games can up the fun 
factor at backyard gatherings. 
Cornhole is a wildly popular game, 
and customized cornhole boards 
can help hosts come across as 
party professionals. Ladder toss, 
bocce and wiffl e ball are some ad-
ditional games that can make the 
festivities more fun. Hosts who 
don’t have a pool also can invest 
in an infl atable pool big enough to 
fi t all the kids who will be coming 
to the party.

• Outdoor storage cabinet: Hosts 
can save themselves the stress 
and effort of walking in and out 
for dinnerware and other table ac-
cessories by investing in a sturdy 
outdoor storage cabinet. As meal 
time draws near, hosts will appre-
ciate that all the plates, napkins, 
utensils, and placemats are al-

ready outside. The top of the stor-
age cabinet can double as a small 
but convenient buffet station for 
sides that aren’t being cooked over 
an open fl ame.

• Projector and screen: A pro-
jector and screen can really up 
the ante on summer entertaining, 
turning a backyard barbecue into 
a great place to watch a game or 
cuddle up after dinner for a movie 
night under the stars. Projectors 
and screens won’t bust the bud-
get, but those who have more to 
spend may want to consider an 
outdoor television. Outdoor tele-
visions are built to handle the 
glare of the summer sun, but a 
retractable awning may be a good 
safety net for hosts who plan to 
spend many a weekend afternoon 
outside watching games or mov-
ies with family and friends.

These are just a handful of 
items that can up the ante on 
traditional backyard barbecues. 
Homeowners should know that 
there’s no limit to the number 
of items that can make summer 
entertaining season more special.
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When you arrive at 41 

Jefferson Street in the 

village of Monticello, 

you are immediately struck by 

its old charm. Built in 1890, 

this beautifully maintained and  

award winning building has pri-

vate offi ces, a magnifi cent clas-

sic conference room, break room, 

and 3 restrooms. 

The main building is an elegant 

spacious professional commer-

cial building which is currently 

an active law offi ce. The second 

is a beautiful modern open fl oor 

plan, including the second level 

mezzanine, storage, kitchenette, 

and bathroom. 

The property’s perfectly paved 

private parking lot leads directly 

into a beautifully landscaped 

yard with a gazebo. A perfect mix 

of professional and modern  de-

sign ideal for you and your team 

to relocate your business and can 

be an executive residence with 

private professional suite as well.

Sullivan County is one of New 

York State’s fastest growing coun-

A classic in Monticello
STORY BY NIC BIRGLER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10H

A drone view of the spacious property

41 Jefferson Street’s conference room
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ties with its great outdoor living, 

entertainment and open space 

offering a high quality life for 

young families.

This property offers many pos-

sibilities and is walking distance 

to shopping, restaurants, trans-

portation and the Government 

building and only a few miles 

from Bethel Woods, Monticello 

Motor Club, Resorts Catskill 

Casino and The Kartrite Indoor 

Waterpark.

For more information contact 

Bruce, owner of R.J Katz Realty, at 

bruce@rjkatzrealty.com.

41 Jefferson Street’s beautifully landscaped entranceway.

The main building’s main offi ce.

The main building’s full service kitchen. 

41 Jefferson Street’s private professional suite

MLS No: 6215617
Price: $950,000
Post Offi ce: Monticello
City/Town: Thompson
Zip Code: 12701
Property Type: Mixed
Sub Type: Offi ce
Commercial Sub Type: Offi ce Building
Levels: 3
Total Square Feet: 7,699
School: Monticello
Year Built: 1890
Features: Lot parking, steam heating, 
above ground oil, central air conditioning, 
municipal water and sewer, and stand-
alone electric heating.
Broker: R.J. Katz Realty

PROPERTY FEATURES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8H
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We are open to assist you by phone 
and text at 796-1500, email, and online at mbagency.com

67 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701 • (845) 796-1500 • info@mbagency.com

Personal coverage
• Automobile
• Homeowners
• Umbrella Policy

Business coverage
• Business automobile
• Package policies
• Workers’ compensation

96
16
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845.856.4474
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10% OFF
PREMIUM MODELSSALE EXPIRES 7/21/2023

Monday-Saturday 9am-5:30pm  •  Friday 9am-6:30pm  •  Closed Sunday

FURNITURE & MATTRESS GALLERY

Free Local Delivery
126-128 Pike Street

Port Jervis, NY
www.royaldelivers.com

With A Power Lift Chair From Royal Furniture
Getting Stood Up Never Felt So Good

Largest Selection in the Tri-State Area

STOP
STRUGGLING

20+ Styles    700+ Covers20+ Styles    700+ Covers
20 on Display20 on Display

STARTING AT

$899

STOP
STRUGGLING

With A Power Lift Chair From Royal Furniture
—   Getting Stood Up Never Felt So Good   —

Largest Selection in the Tri-State Area

845.856.4474
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10% OFF
PREMIUM MODELSSALE EXPIRES 7/21/2023

Monday-Saturday 9am-5:30pm  •  Friday 9am-6:30pm  •  Closed Sunday

FURNITURE & MATTRESS GALLERY

Free Local Delivery
126-128 Pike Street

Port Jervis, NY
www.royaldelivers.com

With A Power Lift Chair From Royal Furniture
Getting Stood Up Never Felt So Good

Largest Selection in the Tri-State Area

STOP
STRUGGLING

20+ Styles    700+ Covers20+ Styles    700+ Covers
20 on Display20 on Display

STARTING AT

$899

STOP
STRUGGLING

With A Power Lift Chair From Royal Furniture
—   Getting Stood Up Never Felt So Good   —

Largest Selection in the Tri-State Area

845.856.4474

��������������������������

10% OFF
PREMIUM MODELSSALE EXPIRES 7/21/2023

Monday-Saturday 9am-5:30pm  •  Friday 9am-6:30pm  •  Closed Sunday

FURNITURE & MATTRESS GALLERY

Free Local Delivery
126-128 Pike Street

Port Jervis, NY
www.royaldelivers.com

With A Power Lift Chair From Royal Furniture
Getting Stood Up Never Felt So Good

Largest Selection in the Tri-State Area

STOP
STRUGGLING

20+ Styles    700+ Covers20+ Styles    700+ Covers
20 on Display20 on Display

STARTING AT

$899

STOP
STRUGGLING

With A Power Lift Chair From Royal Furniture
—   Getting Stood Up Never Felt So Good   —

Largest Selection in the Tri-State Area

11
17

22



12H   HOME IN THE COUNTRY SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT JUNE 2023

As any homeowner knows, 

renovation projects tend 

to cost a lot of money. The 

average cost of a home renova-

tion is diffi cult to gauge, as such 

endeavors run the gamut from 

complex projects like a kitchen 

overhaul to simpler ones like 

painting a room inside a home. 

Indeed, the National Association 

of the Remodeling Industry notes 

that scope is what drives the cost 

of a renovation project.

Though there might not be an 

“average cost” of a renovation 

project, homeowners can expect 

to spend thousands of dollars on 

projects that are not very small in 

scale. Navigating such an expense 

at a time when infl ation remains 

high might be diffi cult for some 

homeowners looking to maintain 

the appearance of their home ex-

teriors. However, there are many 

budget-friendly ways homeown-

ers can tend to the exterior of 

their properties.

• Power washing: Power wash-

ing won’t break the bank but it 

can revive the look of a home. 

Power washing removes dirt and 

grime from the siding of a home 

and a power washing can be used 

to clean porches, walkways and 

patios as well. Hardware chains 

like Home Depot and Lowes typ-

ically rent power washers, but 

homeowners who don’t want 

to do it themselves can hire a 

professional for a few hundred 

dollars, if not less. Power washing 

after winter can be a good idea, 

as the elements can take a toll on 

a home’s exterior. A good power 

washing before spring and sum-

mer entertaining season can thus 

give a home a fresh, clean look 

without breaking the bank.

• Furnished front porch: A fur-

nished front porch can serve as 

a welcome sign to neighbors and 

provide a great place to relax with 

a morning cup of coffee and a 

good book. Homeowners with a 

small porch won’t need to bust 

their budgets to upgrade their 

front porch furnishings. Some 

small chairs with bright cushions, 

a small table and a rug underfoot 

can revamp an entryway at low 

cost.

• Window box installation: 

Installing window box planters 

is another cost-effective way to 

brighten up a home’s exterior. 

Homeowners can hang window 

boxes outside windows on the 

front of their homes and then fi ll 

them with brightly colored fl ow-

ers to add an inviting pop of color 

to their home exteriors. The ex-

perts at Better Homes & Gardens 

urge homeowners to take weight 

into consideration before buying 

window planters. Keep in mind 

that soil and developed plants 

can be heavy, so look for a sturdy 

box as well as one that has drain-

age holes.

• Replace hardware: Another 

simple way to freshen up a stale 

exterior is to replace hardware. 

Door knobs, knockers, house 

numbers, and even the mailbox 

can appear dated after a while. 

Replacing these items is inex-

pensive and quick but can have 

a profound impact on how the 

exterior of a home appears to res-

idents and visitors.

Exterior renovations need not 

break the bank. Various simple 

and inexpensive tweaks can 

quickly revitalize the exterior of a 

home.

Budget-friendly ways to freshen up 
your home’s exterior

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO

Nothing makes a bigger impression than the addition of fl owers and win-
dow boxes for this purpose really ups the impact.



Eagle River Realty, LLC
53 Stewart Avenue
Roscoe, N.Y. 12776

www.EagleRiver-Realty.com
845-397-1937

CALL TODAY
no better

time to buy
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DRIVEWAYS - SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DRAINAGE - LAND CLEARING

DEMOLITION - SNOWPLOWING & REMOVAL 
FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

ReevesExcavation@yahoo.com

91
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30 MATTRESSES ON DISPLAY
SLEEP BETTER TONIGHT!!!!

OPEN 7 DAYS
www.majekfurniture.com

58
57

7

FURNITURE
FOR EVERY

ROOM
IN YOUR HOME!

MONTICELLO
312 EAST BROADWAY

(ACROSS FROM ALDI’S)

(845) 796-4800

JUNE 2023 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT HOME IN THE COUNTRY    13H



BY ALEX KIELAR 

Check out 11 Hust Road in North Branch as it is 

an extraordinary corner situated on over four 

acres of lush countryside. This spacious 

raised ranch offers a unique work/life opportunity, 

featuring an impressive 8,000 square foot ware-

house/garage building. The interior features a fam-

ily room, a den with a relaxing Jacuzzi hot tub and a 

billiard table for entertainment. The main house of-

fers the fl exibility of creating a two-family residence 

for extra income, employees or family. 

The property is adjacent to a beautiful stream. The 

home has an inviting deck on the side of the house 

with captivating wooded areas that features a few 

apple trees and room for gardens. Spend leisurely 

afternoons by the babbling brook, immersing your-

self in the soothing sounds of nature. The property 

also features another freestanding deck which can 

be used for a tent platform, a kids hideout or a BBQ 

area. Fishing enthusiasts will appreciate the stream 

which is perfect for catching trout!

Sweet retreat
and some

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16H
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Clockwise from left:

A view of the home 
from the backyard.

The beautiful aerial 
view of the property on 
11 Hust Road. 

The property includes a 
freestanding deck adja-
cent to the house which 
can be used as a tent 
platform, kids hideout 
or a BBQ area. 

11 Hust’s impressive 
8,000 square foot ware-
house/garage building 
with several amenities 
for work and life activ-
ities.
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The expansive warehouse/garage building pres-

ents endless possibilities for various uses. With its 

fi ve bays, offi ce space and storage areas, this build-

ing offers ample room for storage, business oper-

ations or even additional parking. Designed to ac-

commodate diverse needs, this two-story, 145’ deep 

building is truly remarkable. Perfect for a furniture 

designer,  large format artist studio or warehouse.

This property is ideally situated in the sought-af-

ter Catskills, with the Callicoon Hills Resort right 

down the road and within minutes, you can explore 

charming shops, delightful restaurants, wine shops 

and boutiques in Callicoon, Livingston Manor, 

Jeffersonville and Roscoe. The region has become a 

haven for creatives and those seeking a retreat.

Don’t miss out on this exceptional property that 

seamlessly combines a charming raised ranch 

home, a spacious warehouse/garage building, and 

a serene natural setting. Embrace the work/life op-

portunity and immerse yourself in the breathtaking 

beauty of the Catskills. Explore the endless possibil-

ities that await you at 11 Hust Road!

MLS No: H6133210
Price: $550,000
Post Offi ce: North 
Branch 
City/Town: Callicoon
Zip Code: 12766
Acreage: 4.09
Levels: 2
Bathrooms: 2
Type: Single family
Total Square Feet: 
2,200
School: Sullivan West
Year Built: 1960
Features: 4 
Bedrooms, 
1 Bathroom, 
Dishwasher, 
Microwave, Washer/
Dryer, Refrigerator, 
A/C Window Units, 
Oil/baseboard heat-
ing, Driveway parking, 
Hot Tub, Deck,
8,000 sq. ft 
Warehouse/Garage
Broker: Irene Nickolai
Phone: 845-887-9017

HOME 
FEATURES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15H

The billiard table in the main house. 

11 Hust’s open 
kitchen and dining 

room area in the main 
house. 
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Everything For Your 
Backyard Escape 
- Sheds, Garages, 
Pavilions and 
Outdoor Furniture

Design your own 

shed or garage 

with our 3-D Builder 

on our website!

FREE Delivery in 
Orange, Sullivan 

and Ulster Counties.
Large Outdoor Display 

at All 3 Locations.
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7862 Route 55 | P.O. Box 420 | Grahamsville, NY 12740
599 Route 299 | Highland, NY 12528 • 1A Matthews St, Goshen, NY 10924

845.985.7006
GREYSWOODWORKS.com

QUALITY & PRIDE BACK IN AMERICA

(845)932-8111 or (570)251-9990
or visit AEgenerators.com

The security and comfort
of Home Back up Power

is now more
affordable than ever.
Give us a call today

for a free
in home consult.

All phases of electrical work
Line Extension & Bucket Truck Service

Trusted & Dependable Electrical Contractors for 30+ Years
LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL73064
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0Sat. 8 am-3 pm (Labor Day - Memorial Day)
8 am-5 pm (Memorial Day - Labor Day)
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111134

www.crpsny.com ~ Youngsville, NY 12791
845-482-4646

“A Lifetime of Enjoyment” 
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Family-owned oil and propane in Sullivan County

Cochecton Oil and Propane 
has been proudly serving 
customers since its be-

ginnings in 1959. Their service 
range includes parts of Sullivan, 
Delaware and Wayne counties for 
over 2,000 customers.

The family-owned business has 
continued to grow, and is now in 
its third generation after Melvin 
and Henrietta Pierce began in the 
late 1950s. 

What began as a night job, 
Melvin would deliver mail in the 

morning and deliver oil and ker-
osene in the afternoon for over 
30 years until propane was intro-
duced in 1985.

Peter and Norma Pierce were 
incorporated into the business 
in 1993 and began operating full 
time, expanding the service area 
and taking on new customers.

Patrick joined the business full 
time in 2017 after completing his 
Associates Degree in Business 
Management from SUNY Sullivan.

His hard work and focus has 
contributed to the betterment of 
the business, and their continued 
growth in recent years.

Michael Pierce, Peter and 
Norma’s eldest son and United 
States Army veteran, oversees the 
day-to-day operations and works 
full time to pioneer growth of the 
business.

From propane deliveries and in-
stallations to BBQ tank fi ll ups, 
Cochecton Oil offers a wide range 
of services to assist customer 
needs. The company prides them-
selves on their prompt delivery and 
dedication to customer service.

Family owned and operated, 

Cochecton Oil separates them-
selves from their competitors 
through their personalized ser-
vice.

The business has also contin-
ued to expand, not only their cus-
tomer base, but their equipment 
and local presence as well. They 
have also expanded into the social 
media fi eld, using Instagram and 
Facebook to connect with future 
customers.

By increasing their storage ca-
pacity with more/larger tanks, 
they are able to deliver to custom-
ers more effi ciently, always having 
the products needed to keep cus-

tomers warm.
They recently added a propane 

crane truck and a second bobtail 
truck, giving Cochecton Oil a total 
of three oil trucks, three propane
trucks, a crane truck and another 
service truck.

“Expanding our fl eet has allowed 
us to provide the best service pos-
sible to our customers,” Patrick 
Pierce explained. “Our family, 
along with our knowledgeable 
staff, strive to make Cochecton Oil 
and Propane a great choice when 
homeowners are choosing a reli-
able energy supplier.”

BY ANTHONY MORGANO

Top: The Cochecton Oil and Propane 
fl eet. 

Right: Patrick, Mike, Norma and Peter 
Pierce stand in front of the Cochecton 
Oil and Propane offi ce.

Left: A storage tank sold and installed 
by Cochecton Oil.

Family-owned oil and propane in Sullivan County
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GLENN L. SMITH, P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER, P.C.

P.O. Box 156
533 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

Glenn Smith
President

Ph: (845) 796-2216
Fax: (845) 796-2716

Email: gsmith.pepc@verizon.net
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Home sweet home! Renovated with 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths and fireplace
along a creek in low tax Township 

of Neversink. Don’t wait!

Asking $299,900

CHARMING HOME
IN GRAHAMSVILLE
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Whether it’s your fi rst home, your 
second home, or your retirement home... 

we treat you like family!

BARBANTI
REAL ESTATE

We are your friends and your neighbors!

BUYING or SELLING?
We offer you customer service bar none!

17 North Main St. 
Liberty, NY 12754
visit us online at 
www.barbanti.com

11
28

00

Jean
845-796-8946

Tami
845-292-2800

CALL US TODAY!

10
68

57

New Homes    Log Homes
Total Renovations

Additions
Custom Kitchens

Baths   Decks   Windows
Doors   Siding

Structural Repairs
Garages   Drywall

Metal Studs
Acoustical Ceilings
Jacking / LevelingResidential & Commercial

It’s Your Home... Have It Done Right

845-292-2686

Serving Sullivan County 
for over 35 years!

92
52

8

NOW HIRING!
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The

lifeblood of

our economy

ALL in the FAMILY

A Special Section of the

Callicoon, NY • Section F • January 28, 2014
Family-owned and operated since 1891

TAKE ONE F

The gift of life for Bryce

Neversink youth, 8, gets heart transplant

BY JEANNE SAGER

NEVERSINK — The Tues-

day night when life changed

for the Rogerson family was

just like any other. 

With a planned two-hour

delay for the Tri-Valley

School District the next day,

8-year-old Bryce and 5-year-

old Bryan had been given a

pass to stay up late and watch

a movie together. Sixteen-

year-old Emily was doing

what teenagers do on a

school night. Dad Brian was

on a hunting trip in Alabama,

so mom Nicole was snuggling

in bed, watching TV by her-

self. 
And then the phone rang. 

It was a pediatric nurse

familiar with little Bryce’s

congenital heart condition.

After nearly three years on

the transplant list, there was

a heart waiting for Bryce. 

“I said ‘Are you kidding

me?’ ” Nicole recalls. “I was

literally skipping up and

down the hallway!”

It was a call the Rogersons

weren’t sure would ever

come. Bryce was diagnosed

with hypoplastic left heart

syndrome (HLHS) before he

was even born, after a routine

ultrasound at 18 weeks

picked up an anomaly.

HLHS – a syndrome in which

the left side of a child's heart

was underdeveloped – is one

of the three most common

heart issues a child can be

born with, but it can be fatal

if left untreated.

To increase the Bryce’s

chances, Nicole underwent

in utero surgery at just 26

weeks pregnant to open up a

hole in his heart to allow

blood to flow properly and

help him develop in the

womb. Ten days after he was

born in February 2005, Bryce

underwent his first open

heart surgery. At 8 months, he

had another, and in October

of 2008, a third open heart

surgery. 

But in 2010 came a devas-

tating diagnosis. Bryce had

developed plastic bronchitis,

a condition of the lungs most

common in cystic fibrosis

patients. Rubbery chunks of

mucus had begun develop-

ing in his lungs, making him

struggle to breathe. Although

the issue presents itself in the

lungs, doctors put the blame

on his heart, which pumps

oxygenated blood to the

lungs. 
By 2011, doctors told the

Rogersons their best choice

would be to put Bryce on the

transplant list – for a heart. A

new heart, they told them,

would take pressure off the

lungs and hopefully allow

them to heal themselves. 

On March 25, 2011, Bryce

was added to the transplant

list with what’s known as 1B

status, the second from the

top. At the time, doctors told

the Rogersons that listing

him at 1A – the highest and

most needy status – would

require Bryce to wait in a hos-

pital for a heart to be found.

But with Bryce able to take

his medication at home, the

Rogersons opted to keep him

in Neversink, to allow him to

continue attending school

and be with his family. 

They were told it would

take six months to a year to

find him a heart. 

On June 25, 2013, more

than two years later, his heart

hadn’t come. The Rogersons

moved their son up to 1A sta-

tus, the top of the transplant

waiting list. 

At that time, doctors had

changed their mind and said

Bryce could stay home and

wait. They told the Rogersons

it would probably be a month

or two until a heart was

found. 
It was almost seven months

until the call came. 

That was January 14, the

night Nicole called a friend to

watch Bryan and packed her

other two kids into the car to

fly over the roads to Morgan

Stanley Children’s Hospital at

Columbia Presbyterian in

New York City. Bryce was cry-

ing, Nicole recalls, but his

biggest worry was “how am I

going to turn in my home-

work?” 
“I told him your teacher

isn’t going to worry about

your writing assignment.”

Husband Brian had just

arrived in Alabama for his

hunting trip and couldn’t find

a flight north, so he rented a

car in Montgomery and

drove straight through the

night to Atlanta, Georgia, for

the earliest flight to

LaGuardia, a 6 a.m. that he

hoped would get him there in

time to see his little boy

before he went into surgery. 

Brian’s plane left late, but

the fates aligned – because of

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Team Bryce logo is of the

local group of support for the

family.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Despite being born with a potentially fatal heart condition, Bryce

Rogerson has led as normal a childhood as possible. Here, he

proudly shows off a huge trout he caught.

PLEASE SEE BRYCE, 3A

Opposition to China City grows

BY GUY CHARLES HARRITON

MONTICELLO — In its

heyday, the Catskill resorts,

known as the Borscht Belt,

were a premier vacation spot

for those residing in the

northeast. Top notch acts

d at the various
k

politicians have shown their

concern as well.

When the people of

Thompson heard about it,

they were “dumbfounded,”

according to Supervisor Bill

Rieber. The opposition was

immediate and strong, he

said.
Town of Mamakating

Supervisor Bill Herrmann, at

the January town board

meeting, read a letter he had

nned It was to be sent to

met with

Casino, throw of the dice

Mamakating cool to Shawanga

BY GUY CHARLES HARRITON

WURTSBORO — Gover-

nor Andrew M. Cuomo’s

plan to bring revenue to

New York State with the

advent of full casinos was

put to the test at the

Mamakating Town Board

meeting  last Tuesday.

The Flaum family, David

and son Asher, received a

id response from the

d ce for

would have amenities

such as a market selling

local produce,  a food and

wine center and  an out-

door performance space

for community gathering

services or to provide a

venue for local bands to

perform.

Flaum said that commu-

nities in and around the

area – such as Thompson

and nearby Ellenville – are

clamoring to have such a

to bring in addi-
te

Just $1.25
Per Week

Just $1.25
�at’s all a subscription

to the Twice-Weekly
Sullivan County Democrat

and
www.scdemocratonline.com costs.

NOW YOU CAN KEEP UP-TO-DATE
on all of Sullivan County’s News

via your newspaper, computer, cell or tablet!
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to Sullivan County Democrat, PO Box 308, Callicoon, NY 12723
or go to www.SCDemocratonline and click the subscribe button.
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Established 1945

11
32

22

431 TWIN BRIDGE ROAD, FERNDALE, NY 12734

10% OFF

Sales: 845-292-1000
Service: 845-292-1000
Website: www.rossgenerators.com

*mention this ad to receive a 
discount on all new installations*

Call or go online today
for more information

Trusted Protection During 
Unpredictable Weather
The frequency in severe weather has led 
to an increase in power outages. More 
than ever, you need to be prepared. Think 
about it, without power, you will have no 
lights, heating or cooling, or refrigeration. 
You can’t even charge your cell phone. But 
when you have a Generac home standby 
generator, you will have power when you 
need it the most.

112920

11
29
41

P.O. Box 335
21 Lower Main St., Callicoon, NY

845-887-5640
www.fredarealty.com

Youngsville, NY Compound w/older 
farmhouse, large barn w/silo, gazebo and 
outbuilding, this is the property for you! 
3.87 acres of lush grounds, open fi elds and 
trees. Needs some “TLC” 4 BRs, 2 full BAs 
plus a small offi  ce/den on 1st fl oor. Original woodwork w/hardwood 
fl oors. Municipal water and private septic. Barn has 2 staircases that 
takes you upstairs to loft area. Large gazebo w/electric. Large woodshed 
plus an additional shed. Located in Youngsville, New York and minutes 
to Jeff ersonville for restaurants, park and shopping. 15 minutes to the 
Hamlet of Callicoon and the Delaware River

Equinunk, Pa. Country church architecturally renovated to a stream-
front residence near the Delaware River. It sits on a level lot off  the end 
of a town maintained road. Walk to Little Equinunk Creek and onto the 
Delaware River via a neighborly agreement. Entry vestibule leads into 1st 
fl oor great room, w/French doors to a deck. 1st level living spaces include 
 dining area, kitchen, full BA, and 
 mechanical room. Curving staircase leads 
 to a 2nd fl oor loft, 2 BRs and another full 
 bath. Cool touches: reading nooks, 
 window seats. Many more updated 
 features call for details

$399,000    MLS # PW 231394

$249,000   MLS # 6253563

11
40
95

OPEN 7 DAYS • MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
ACCEPTED & ACE REWARDS

1966 ROUTE 52 EAST, LIBERTY, NY, 12754
WWW.ACETRADINGPOST.COM845.292.4300 • 

100’s of Dollar Items & Closeout
Merchandise

11
12

25

• Housewares
• Tools/Craftsman
• Cabot, Ready Seal, Flood, Stains
• Ace Paints
• Benjamin Moore Paints
• Clark & Kensington Paints
• Sporting Goods
• Magnolia Home Paints
• Traeger Wood Fired Grills
• EGO Battery Powered Outdoor 
 Equipment
• Pool Supplies

• Plumbing
• Keys Made
• Clothes & Bedding 
 Closeouts
• Automotive
• Electrical
• Outdoor Furniture
• YETI Coolers
•  Weber Grills
• Toys
• Lawn & Garden Supplies

It’s DEFINITELY worth the trip from anywhere!!

Liberty

Is your
water safe
to drink?

Our Certifi ed Laboratory is ready to
help you fi nd out!

Scan to have your drinking water
questions answered.

“Tested Water is Trusted Water”
Sullivan County Labs 845-704-8151

112566
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Home renovation proj-

ects were high on 

homeowners’ prior-

ity lists during the early days 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Throughout much of 2020, 

people across the globe were 

forced to spend much of their 

time at home as leaders and 

governments across the globe 

sought to prevent the spread 

of COVID-19. More time at 

home compelled millions of 

homeowners to invest more in 

their properties, thus sparking 

a renovation boom.

By early 2023, the renova-

tion boom that marked the 

initial days of the pandemic 

appeared to have burst. In 

May 2023, the popular home 

improvement retailer Home 

Depot reported its sales had 

fallen by 4.5 percent in the 

fi rst quarter of the year and 

that its income had fallen by 

more than 6 percent from the 

same period a year earlier. 

That marked the end of what 

Home Depot CEO Ted Decker 

characterized as “a three-year 

period of unprecedented 

growth” in the home improve-

ment sector. 

Home Depot’s decline in 

sales was attributed to a 

number of factors, including 

a pivot among homeowners 

from large projects to smaller 

renovations. Infl ation and the 

looming threat of a recession 

have led many homeowners 

to emphasize smaller projects. 

With that in mind, the follow-

ing are some small renovations 

that can have a big impact.

• Storage addition: 

Regardless of where storage 

is added, be it the kitchen or 

a home offi ce or a laundry 

room, extra space to keep 

items out of view can dramat-

ically alter the look of a home. 

Unused kitchen walls can be 

transformed with some inex-

pensive, easily hanged shelves, 

while some laundry pedestals 

with storage drawers can help 

keep washrooms clear of clut-

ter.

• Polish fl oors: Elbow 

grease might be the biggest 

expenditure when cleaning 

hardwood fl oors. The wood 

fl ooring experts at Bona® 

advise homeowners to polish 

their fl oors once every two 

to four months depending 

on how much foot traffi c the 

fl oors get. A fresh polishing 

can make fl oors look brand 

new and ensures dirt and dust 

are not hanging around as un-

invited houseguests.

• Paint: Painting is another 

inexpensive option for bud-

get-conscious homeowners 

who want to update their 

homes. There’s no shortage of 

places in a home, both inside 

and out, where a fresh coat of 

paint can make a statement 

without breaking the bank. 

Fading paint on bedroom 

walls and kitchen cabinets 

can be painted over with a 

fresh coat of the same color or 

even something more vibrant. 

Outside, apply a fresh coat to 

a wooden deck or paint over 

brick siding to create a whole 

new look.

• Molding: Crown molding 

can add a touch of elegance 

to any room. Rooms can be 

transformed in a single week-

end with the installation of 

new or replacement crown 

molding. A simple molding 

installation is a task many do-

it-yourselfers can handle on 

their own, while homeowners 

with less DIY experience may 

benefi t from hiring a contrac-

tor to create a layered molding 

look.

Homeowners are pivoting 

away from costly renovations 

to more budget-conscious 

projects. Various less expen-

sive undertakings can trans-

form spaces at a fraction of the 

cost of more extensive renova-

tions.

Small renovations 
that make a big diff erence

Consider the smaller more budget friendly fi xes that will still make a 
large impact on your home.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES IMAGE
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RoscoeLumberYard@yahoo.com 53
83
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Contact us at our 
Tyler Hill offi ce: 
570-224-6446

COME TAKE A LOOK!! 

This very unique home has two separate living areas for family 
or friends. Master suite, granite countertops open concept dining/
living room. Lower level a total of 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths, 
kitchen, living room, and laundry room. An amazing family/
rec room, games, large tv’s, dining/card tables and commercial 
appliances for a variety of food preparation, beautiful back yard 
with views, skeet shooting area, above ground pool, large trex deck 
with open or covered areas. Did I mention a Koi pond on the 21 
acres that comes with it? – 376 BURNS RD., WAYMART, PA

Adjusted Price $975,000

CUSTOM BUILT, 
ONE-OF-A-KIND HOME!!

11
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J.B. MAK Building
Harman Stoves Authorized Dealer
Sales • Installation • Services • Cleaning

Premium Hardwood Pellets

Lopi, Avalon & FPX Gas & Wood Stoves / Fireplaces
Ph: 845-292-6338          Fax: 845-292-6352

4 BON JOVI LANE • LIBERTY, NY 12754  • www.jbmakrental.com

10
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WAYNE COUNTY READY MIX, INC.CONCRETE COMPANY

CONCRETE • MASONRY SUPPLIES
Retaining Wall Blocks • Concrete Pump Services

379 Grimms Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 | 570.253.4341  |  Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hotmail.com

60
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Specializing in all phases of service & installation...
plumbing, radiant heating, hot water/hot air heating, hydro air, air-conditioning

• AC Ductless Split Units • Water Treatment Systems • Geothermal Systems
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

Certified & Factory Trained Professionals in the Latest Technologies

“NO JOB’S TOO BIG FOR SMALLS”
FULLY INSURED

- 876 Old Route 17, Harris -     845-794-7780
www.smallshvac.com37

81
0

Serving
Sullivan County

Since 1953
Smalls

Plumbing, Heating, and AC
Specializing in All Phases of
Service &  Installation . . .

including Plumbing, Radiant
Heating, Hot Water/Hot Air

Heating,  Hydro Air,
Air Conditioning, etc.

Congratulations Alan
On Your Well Deserved

Recognition
From Jerry & Nellie

SPHI-121466
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Sat 8 to 12 • Sun 9-12
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South Fallsburg, NY

SERVING
THE AREA

SINCE 1908

FREE
DELIVERY

BOOM TRUCK
DELIVERY
Everything to Build Anything!
• Benjamin Moore Paint
• Composite Decking
• Hardware
• Roofing Supplies & Materials
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Everything to Build Anything!

434-6161 Fax 434-6997
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After graduating from 

Roscoe Central School 

in 2015, Delaware 

Handyman and 

Contracting LLC owner Dylan 

Murphy is hard at work on jobs 

in western Sullivan County and 

Delaware County.

Dylan, a general contractor, has 

worked in home improvement 

and contracting since he was old 

enough to swing a hammer.

“It’s something I’ve always loved 

doing,” he explained. “Getting to 

stand back and look at a fi nished 

job and say ‘wow, I did that,’ is 

such a great feeling.”

After graduating from high 

school, Murphy began working 

with other contracting companies 

before deciding to start his own 

business around eight months 

ago.

“There’s a lot of work out there, 

more than enough for everyone,” 

he said.

After nearly a full year of run-

ning Delaware Handyman and 

Contracting, Murphy said his 

favorite part of running his own 

business is getting to be his own 

boss.

“It’s nice to be able to make 

your own schedule and decide 

where to go and what project to 

take on next.”

Rather than competition, for-

mer employers have become an 

asset, creating a support system 

for the budding company, as he 

looks to hire additional help for 

the summer season.

When it comes to the jobs, 

Dylan is adamant about doing a 

good job.

“I like to see satisfi ed custom-

ers,” he explained. “I’d rather 

lose a little money to get the job 

done right than have someone 

unhappy with the work.”

Right now, Delaware Handyman 

operates primarily in the 

Delaware River Valley, going as far 

East as Liberty and as far south as 

the PA border.

Unfortunately, with a job that 

requires certain weather condi-

tions, it’s not always sunshine and 

rainbows.

“Scheduling around the weather

has been the hardest part. When 

you want to plan a few jobs ahead 

but can’t because of the weather 

it can be a bit of a pain.”

Western Sullivan County’s 
newest handyman STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY ANTHONY MORGANO

Above: Dylan Murphy, the owner 
of Delaware Handyman and 
Contracting, searches for a tool 
while on the job.

Below: A deck built by local Murphy.

Below right: All part of the process, 
a deck constructed by Delaware 
Handyman and Contracting.



VanGorders.com

BEAUTIFUL 
LAKE WALLENPAUPACK • PA

Route 6
570-226-9726

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
HONESDALE • PA

Church & 6th Sts.
570-253-1860

CHARMING MILFORD • PA

Route 2001(Water St.)
570-296-9610
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Machinery, Attachments,

Parts, Tools, etc

Agricultural Products

New & Used
Farm Equipment

674 Callicoon Rd
Damascus, PA 18415

570-224-4319

11
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO HOME...
We’re here for all your driveway paving needs!

Paving | Asphalt Paving | Gravel or Loose Fill Paving  | Power Washing
Asphalt Paving Repair | Asphalt Sealing | Tar & Chip | Sealcoating

“Cooper responded to our request
for a quote on the same day 
we submitted it. They did an 

excellent job on our sealcoat. 
I highly recommend!”

Dean Construction
Fully Insured Free Estimates

(845) 985-239893622

Starting off, Dylan has primarily 

advertised through his work.

“People see me working and 

stop and ask for a business card 

or tell me about a project they are 

looking into doing. Working and 

just being out and about has been 

the biggest advertisement for me 

so far.”

A connecting bridge built by Delaware 
Handyman and Contracting.
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Building Traditions
Specializing in Kitchens and Baths

Linda Lee Babicz
845-482-2021

SHOWROOM LOCATION
4886 State Route 52,    Jeffersonville, NY 12748

buildingtraditions1@gmail.com Like us on Facebook @ Building Traditions
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ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

Seamless Gutters • Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Washing • Junk Removal

Servicing Sullivan County

631-741-3029
Senior/Veteran Discounts | Licensed & Insured

10
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CLOTHING 

COLLECTIBLES

BOOKS   ART

vintagehousejville.com
4910 NY 52  Jeffersonville

vintagehouse@NYheartwood.com

JEWELRY

FURNITURE 

RECORDS   CDS 

10
78
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Tom Maus
Office: 807-7527
Cell: 807-7296

P.O. Box 188
Youngsville, NY 12791 49

55
8

TENDER LOVING CARE

Ben Knight

BLOOMING GREEN
LAWN SERVICE

Over 25 years of Custom Lawn Service
If it grows by day, have it cut by Knight

Spring & Fall Clean-ups / Firewood Available
Neversink, NY • (845) 985-0516 • www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
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Check us out in print or online at
scdemocratonline.com

Call 845-887-5200 to subscribe
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THIS OPENS
YOUR EYES.

Keep up with what goes 
on in Sullivan County

Check us out in print or online at 
scdemocratonline.com

Call 845-887-5200 to subscribe
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BY ANNA MILUCKY

Time seems to fl y when you are 

selling real estate. I cannot be-

lieve that half the year is over! 

In my Real Estate world, I have been 

busy, working with a couple of buyers 

that are ready to pull the trigger.

The only hiccup seems to be, every 

time they look at a home in their price 

range, it is gone, or several offers have 

been made and sellers are no longer 

interested in showing it, since they 

have already received an offer above 

their asking price.  Mind you this is 

not happening in all areas, just the 

desirable ones. 

Which brings me to my headliner, 

who are the buyers?

According to the National Associa-

tion of Realtors, older adults or affec-

tionately referred to as Baby Boomers, 

(People ages 58 – 76) are picking up 

homes in today’s market.  Baby Boom-

ers accounted for 53% of sellers and 

39% of buyers between July 2021 and 

June 2022, the most of any generation 

according to National Association 

of Realtor’s reports.  Between 2014 

and 2022 millennials were the largest 

homebuying force. Presently they 

comprise 28% of buyers. 

Baby Boomers can do this since they 

have built up equity in their homes.  

A lot of times there is no mortgage on 

the home, so all the proceeds from 

the sale can be re-invested in a new 

home.

The couple of buyers that I have 

been working with fi t into that cate-

gory. 

Baby Boomers are living healthier 

lives so this gives them an opportu-

nity to sell their home and relocate 

closer to their children and grandchil-

dren.

Other Baby Boomers are buying 

second homes in the mountains or on 

lakes, so their children and grandchil-

dren will have a place to go and make 

some great memories together as a 

family. 

Baby Boomers are also picking up 

newer homes, since they would like 

to avoid any potential problems that 

come up with an older home.  Good 

news for the contractors and investors 

who are in the building trade.

Looking at the local market in Sulli-

van County for the end of May 2023, 

(comparing it to May 2022) new list-

ings are still running in the negative 

at -21.6%, Closed sales are at -21.3%, 

days on the market is at -2.3%. This 

is interesting, the median sale price 

is up +13.4%, Inventory of Homes for 

Sale is -17.2%.

Great time to put your home on 

the market, since the sale price is up 

and it should not take long to sell 

your home, if it is priced correctly.  

Remember, your home is only worth 

what a buyer will pay for it.  

I attended a closing this past week, 

and it was one of the best!  Upon 

entering the attorney’s offi ce, I was 

greeted by one of his pets, who affec-

tionately welcomed me with a couple 

of barks…  Once inside the offi ce, I 

was greeted by a very tall dog, that 

almost looked me in the eye, felt I was 

OK to enter and strolled to another 

room. When I sat down at the closing 

table, there was another smaller dog, 

that just wanted me to pet him. The 

closing went very smoothly and once 

all the documents were signed, we 

started talking about our pets.  At the 

end, the buyer’s attorney was showing 

off pics of his dog, who was a rescue. 

The buyers shared pics of their babies 

who are going to love their new home, 

and, of course, I had to tell them 

about my cat “Oscar”.  

Wishing you all a Safe and Happy 

4th of July!

Thanks for reading, and I will see 

you behind the For Sale Sign.

Anna Milucky is a Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 
working for Century 21 Country Realty at 504 Broadway  
in Monticello NY 12701 Cell# 845 798 5910 email: an-
nasellshomes61@gmail.com 

Who are 
the buyers?!
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