
“To fi sh opening day on the Beaverkill 
is like celebrating 

Christmas in Bethlehem.”
Red Smith

New York Times 
Sportswriter

A Sullivan County Democrat publication Spring 2023
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INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

WHEEL
ALIGNMENTS

2 WHEEL
THRUST
ANGLE

$4995 TOTAL
4 WHEEL
SAS calibration on 
and additional $10

$7995
*SAS effects vehicle stability/traction/and controls ESC (Electronic Stability Control)

BUYfor

LESS
COMPLETE
FRONT END
SERVICE

www.AutoAlignmentWorld.com

HUGE
SAVINGS

 BRAKE RELINE SPECIALS
 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Rotors

 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$12995
INSTALLED PER AXLE
On Most Cars

On Most Cars

BRAKE RELINE & 
ROTOR SPECIAL

 Replace 4 Disc Pads 
Inspect Calipers and Replace Rotors

 Includes OEM Hardware
FRONT OR REAR

$27995

 

REPLACE WORN PARTS WITH MOOG PROBLEM SOLVERS
HELP MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT EXTEND TIRE WEAR

IMPROVE STEERING CONTROL 
REDUCE FRONT-END NOISE AND VIBRATION

  86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
  (845) 342-2076 (845) 794-4453
 Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

$5495 $8495

176 EAST BROADWAY MONTICELLO NY
(845) 794-4453

Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 

 86 DOLSON AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN NY 
 (845) 342-2076 

Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM 
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The Catskill Fly Fishing Center & 
Museum (CFFCM) is a multi-use 
education center located along 

the Willowemoc in Livingston Manor. 
They host various educational opportu-
nities for anglers of all ages to dip their 
toes into the world of fl y fi shing.

The museum serves as 
an interpretation of the 
heritage of dry fl y fi sh-
ing and its birthplace 
in the Catskills. It also 
remembers the people 
and stories throughout 
the years that give the 
area such a deep history.

Under new Executive 

Director Ali Abate, new programming 
in 2023 includes an expansion into the 
areas youth. The Center is working dili-
gently to provide a new afterschool pro-
gram, which is free of charge to local stu-
dents. It will focus on teaching the his-
tory of fl y fi shing, casting, tying, stream 
science as well as introduce students to 

stream/environmental 
conservation.

On top of the after-
school program, the 
Center additionally of-
fers fi eld trips for schools 
within an approximate 
45-minute drive of Liv-
ingston Manor. The trips 

Stay up to date with 
CFFCM

BY ANTHONY MORGANO

A look inside the Catskill Fly 

Fishing Center & Museum.

The crystal clear trout fi shing 

waters in Livingston Manor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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are dynamic, indoor/outdoor experi-
ences that feature hands-on activities 
around the site as well as a tour of the 
museum.

Aside from scheduled 
trips, adults of all ages and 
families can visit the mu-
seum during their regular 
hours, Friday-Monday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., as well as 
the special events and pro-
grams that are featured at 
the space.

One such program that 
is coming up this April is 
the Fly Fishing Film Tour. 
On April 14 in the Wulff 
Gallery, short fi lms about 
fl y fi shing from around the 
world will be shown, and 
will host local food and 
beverage sponsors included with admis-
sion.

To support these programs, specifi -
cally the ones geared towards the youth, 
CFFCM received numerous grants total-
ing $25,000 to support educational pro-
grams. The initiative began in May 2022 
and has grown steadily in the year since.

‘This program invites youth to the cen-
ter to engage in activities that are fun 
and educational with a focus on the 
environment and healthy living,” Exec-
utive Director Ali Abate explained. “We 
designed this model as part of our larger 

strategy to expand the impact of CFFCM 
and engage more deeply with our local 
communities.”

The Center scheduled two Cane Rod 
building classes this 
spring, one in March and 
another in April. Events 
like these can introduce 
adults to some of the fi ner 
points of fl y fi shing and 
all that the sport has to 
offer. Be sure to check out 
CFFCM and you’ll be sure 
to fi nd something that 
piques your interest.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Back in 2021, interested anglers took a rod shop class at CFFCM.

During a fi eld trip, students practice casting 
a fl y rod.

An exciting upcoming event 
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www.rosecottagedebruce.com
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Beaverkill
Trout Hatchery

Hatchery Open All Year-Round
(weather permitting)

Family Owned and Operated 
by the Shaver Family

Circa 1963 – 5 Generations
Restaurant inquiries Welcome

Email: troutlady61@gmail.com

LIVE DELIVERY GUARANTEED
Minimal delivery charges in NY, PA, NJ & CT

We accept cash or check, no credit cards please.

8 Alder Creek Rd.
Livingston Manor, NY

845-439-4947
for info

Top Quality Trout
for Stocking
and for the Table

Fishing Preserve Open 8 to 5
Saturday & Sunday, April - Labor Day

99
22
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ant of higher water temperatures and adverse 
environmental conditions than the native 
brook trout, and easily adapted to their new 
homes in the lower reaches of the Neversink, 
Willowemoc and Beaverkill. Brown trout 
were celebrated, as they essentially created 
additional miles of trout fi shing water, due to 
the fact that they could survive and thrive in 
waters that brook trout could not, especially 
those lower river sections.

However, it wasn’t long before the import-
ed brown trout began to compete with and 
dominate the native brook trout for food, 
habitat and spawning areas. When both spe-
cies existed in a watershed, the limiting factor 
of each ultimately became the water tempera-
ture. Today, brook trout remain the dominant 
species in the coldest tributaries and upper 
headwaters, while brown trout have taken 
over the middle and lower sections of rivers 
and streams. Their aggressive manner has 
made them the dominant fi sh on stretches of 
the Beaverkill and Willowemoc where today 
there are far less brook trout. 

Brown trout are generally a golden-brown 
color with large brown or black spots on their 

sides and back. These spots are usually out-
lined by faint halos or a lighter color than 
the body, with red or orange spots along the 
sides. The fi ns are often amber-colored. The 
body is yellowish but may be white on small-
er stream-born (wild) young fi sh. Hatchery 
fi sh may appear greenish when they are fi rst 
stocked. The tail, which is slightly forked in 
young fi sh, is almost square in older adults.

The most signifi cant characteristic in iden-
tifying brown trout are the teeth, which are 
well developed in a double zigzag along the 
roof of the mouth, called the vomer. These are 
much less so developed in salmon or land-
locked Atlantic salmon, which they are some-
times mistaken for.

Similar to brook trout, brown trout spawn 
in the fall or early winter, generally from Octo-
ber through December, depending on the 
location. The female trout digs a pit, or “redd” 
in the gravel of the stream bottom into which 
she lays her eggs. The redd is dug in the tail of 
the pool, and is constructed so that a “current” 
is created from the water running through to 
hold the eggs in place. (In lake habitats, trout 
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BY JUDY VAN PUT

Many of our Catskill trout streams, 
such as the Beaverkill, Wil-
lowemoc and Neversink, are 
today considered “brown trout 

streams” and are known for their excellent 
trout fi shing. However, unlike the wild brook 
trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) that are native 
to our Catskill waters, brown trout (Salmo 
trutta) have their origins in Europe and were 
imported to this country from their home 
waters in Germany many years ago. 

It was back in the 1880s when Fred Mather, 
an early American fi sh culturist and avid 
fly-fisher, was fishing in Germany and 
became impressed with the trout he caught 
– they were large fi sh and were challenging to 
catch. Mather was determined to introduce 
the fi sh to his native American cold- water 
streams, and after taking charge of the new 
fi sh hatchery in Cold Spring Harbor, Long 
Island, he wrote a letter to the U.S. Commis-
sion of Fish and Fisheries beseeching the 
Commissioner to consider introducing the 

European  trout to the United States. 
Professor Spencer Baird (who was the fi rst 

Commissioner of the U.S. Fish Commis-
sion and also, interestingly, the founder of 
the Woods Hole laboratory, the fi rst Federal 
fi sheries laboratory) in turn wrote to Herr 
Von Behr, President of the German Fisher-
ies Commission, and by February of 1883, 
the fi rst shipment of brown trout eggs was 
transported from Germany to America. Fred 
Mather received 80,000 brown trout eggs 
in that fi rst shipment from Germany, and 
within a few years, by 1887, “German brown 
trout” were stocked into the waters of the 
Beaverkill and Willowemoc.

The fi rst reported catch of the large trout 
was widely proclaimed in local newspapers 
when, in 1890, Irving W. Finch, of Roscoe, a 
seasoned angler, proudly displayed the “Ger-
man” trout he had caught that measured 15 
5/8 inches in length and weighed one pound, 
nine ounces. Over the next few years, larger 
trout of greater than two and three pounds 
were commonly captured in the Beaverkill, 
especially in the large pools of the lower river.

Brown trout were found to be more toler-

The remarkable brown troutThe remarkable brown trout

PHOTO BY JUDY VAN PUT

The female trout 
completes the redd 
by moving slightly 
upstream and 
churning, or using 
her tail, to cover the 
eggs with fi ne gravel.
.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photo courtesy 
of Dave Budin 
as reproduced 
from Ed Van 
Put’s Trout 
Fishing In The 
Catskills. 

A huge 
German 
Brown 
Trout of 
6 pounds, 
10 ounces 
measuring 
26 3/4 
inches 
long 
caught in 
August 
of 1929 
by Niles 
Fairbairn 
of Marga-
retville.
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will seek a tributary stream of the lake in 
which to spawn; lacking a tributary, they will 
spawn in the gravel near the shore.) 

After the eggs are laid, they are fertilized 
by the male trout, and the female then com-
pletes the redd by moving slightly upstream 
and churning, or using her tail, to cover 
the eggs with fi ne gravel. The number of 
eggs laid varies with the size and age of the 
female. Some brown trout mature at two 
years of age and produce between 400 to 
500 eggs while spawning; the number of 
eggs produced by older and larger fi sh can 
range from 600 to 3,000 eggs. Under normal 
conditions, the young will hatch out of their 
eggs after approximately 48 to 54 days in the 
spring, with water temperatures averaging 
on or about 50 degrees Fahrenheit.

By the end of the fi rst summer, the young 
of the year will range in size from two to 
four inches in length and are thus referred 
to as “fi ngerlings”, the size of a person’s fi n-
ger. Their size will vary depending on the 
abundance of food and the environment 
in which they live. As a yearling, a stream 
fi sh will average from 8 to 10 inches in size, 
and from 10 – 12 inches as a two-year-old. 
Three-year-old wild browns will reach 12 to 
15 inches, while four-year-olds, which are 
about at the age limit of wild fi sh in our area 

streams, will attain sizes of 16 to 20+ inches 
in length.

The largest brown trout reported to have 
been caught in the Beaverkill was taken 
by Egbert Tripp, of Turnwood, in 1895 – 
the monster “German” trout measured 31 
inches and weighed 10 pounds. However, 
the largest trout (by far) ever to have come 
out of the Beaverkill was fi rst reported on 
November 1, 1903 by two young boys who 
were walking along the railroad tracks 
upriver from Cooks Falls. They discovered a 
tremendous brown trout that had become 
trapped in a tiny spring brook, probably 
while spawning. The fi sh was in a greatly 
weakened state, and probably died from 
starvation and/or old age. William Keener, 
of the Roscoe House, measured the fi sh at 
three feet, two inches long, (38 inches) and 
it tipped the scales at 14-3/4 pounds! Keener 
stated that the trout was in very poor condi-
tion; if it was healthy, he estimated it would 
have weighed 20 pounds!

Thanks to the insight of fl y-fi shermen and 
scientists Fred Mather, Professor Spencer 
Baird, and Germany’s Herr Von Behr back in 
the early 1880s, we can celebrate today the 
wonderful trout fi shing enjoyed here in the 
Catskills, and that most notable species, the 
remarkable Brown trout.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Brown trout are generally a golden-brown color with large brown or black spots on their sides 
and back. These spots are usually outlined by faint halos or a lighter color than the body, with red 
or orange spots along the sides. The fi ns are often amber-colored, and the tail,  which is slightly 
forked in young fi sh, is almost square in older adults.

PHOTO BY ED VAN PUT
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F ly F ish ing Her i tage

Nature Tra i l s

Educat ion Programs & Events

Join as a MEMBER to support & receive discounts!

Discover, Explore, Experience

CATSKILL FLY FISHING
CENTER & MUSEUM

Museum & Gift Shop Open Friday - Monday, 10am - 4pm
Livingston Manor, NY

845-439-4810 | www.cffcm.com11
08
40

Hancock 
Liquor Store

Fine Wines and Spirits
“We have the area’s biggest 

and best wine selection.”

Regular Hours

Mon. - Thurs. - 9 am - 7 pm 

Fri. - Sat. - 9 am - 9 pm • Sun. - 12 pm - 6 pm

27 West Main St., Hancock, NY 13783

(607) 637-5364
THERESA ALLEN, Prop.

HLS@Hancock.net

54
74
1

70
50

6

607-498-4130   182 Rockland Road | Roscoe, NY 12776
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The New York State 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Conser-

vation (DEC) has scheduled 
fi shing stocking beginning the 
fi rst week of April and running 
through the fi rst week in June.

In total, nearly 40,000 
Brown Trout between 8 and 
15 inches are anticipated to 
be stocked in 18 different 
bodies of water across Sulli-
van County. The DEC said the 
actual number of fi sh to be 
stocked and times may vary 
depending on fi sh availability 
and weather conditions.

Fish are stocked with help 
from the Federation of Sports-
men’s Clubs of Sullivan Coun-
ty (FOSCOSC).

Check out website https://
www.dec.ny.gov/           out-
door/23285.html for com-
plete details.

Beaver Brook in the Town 
of Highland will see 359 
stocked trout during the third 
week of April. The fi sh will 
range in size from 9-10 inch-
ers up to 12-15 inchers.

The Beaverkill River, locat-
ed in the Town of Rockland, 
will see Brown Trout stocking 
beginning the third week of 
April through the fi rst week 
of June. 7,768 fi sh will be 
released into the Beaverkill, 
ranging in size from 9-15 
inches.

The North Branch of the 
Callicoon Creek will see 
approximately 1920 Brown 
Trout released beginning the 
second week of April through 
the fourth week of May. 

Again, the sizes will range 
from 9 to 15 inches.

In the main stem of the 
Callicoon Creek, stocking 
will begin the second week of 
April with about 700 Brown 
Trout released.

The East Branch of the 
Callicoon Creek will be 
stocked during the second 
week of April with over 2,600 
Brown Trout scheduled to be 
released.

Chestnut Creek in Never-
sink will see 509 Brown Trout 
stocked during the second 
week of April. The trout will 
range in size from 9 to 15 
inches.

Halfway Brook in High-
land will be stocked 
with 1,000 Browns during the 
third week of April.

The Little Beaverkill River 
in the Town of Liberty will 
be stocked the third week of 
April with nearly 1,510 Brown 
Trout.

Loch Sheldrake will be 
stocked in April with 850 
eight-inch Brown Trout.

The Mongaup Reservoir in 
Lumberlade is being stocked 
with 1,275 eight-inch Browns 
in the third week of April.

The Mongaup River will 
be receiving 833 Brown Trout 
ranging from 9-15 inches in 
the fi rst week of April.

The Mongaup River, East 

Branch, in Bethel will see 817 
Brown Trout released during 
the fi rst week of April.

The Mongaup River, Mid-
dle Branch, located in the 
Town of Fallsburg, will see 
680 Browns released during 
the fi rst week of April.

And the Mongaup River, 
West Branch, in the Town 
Bethel, will see 592 trout 
stocked in early April.

The Neversink Reservoir
in the Town of Neversink was 
stocked with 3,145 Browns 
last fall.

The Neversink River, 
which fl ows through the 
Towns of Fallsburg and 
Thompson, will see more 
than 8,200 trout stocked 
during April and May.

Ten Mile River, which 
fl ows through the Towns of 
Cochecton and Tusten, will 
be stocked with 751 trout 
during late April.

And fi nally, the 
Willowemoc Creek, which is 
located in the Towns of Nev-
ersink and Rockland, will be 
stocked from the third week 
of April through the fi rst week 
of June. 

The DEC will release more 
than 15,000 Browns into these 
pristine waters, ranging in size 
from 9 inches up to 15 inches.

Please respect all private 
property rights, and please 
respect all game laws regard-
ing creel limits and catch and 
release areas

Fish stocking
to take place starting in April through June
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TROUT

Trout Unlimited’s staff are set to resume working in 
Sullivan County this year, across a variety of projects 
and watersheds. In 2022, their fi eld crew surveyed over 
1,100 stream crossings and began work to prioritize 
improvement strategies for trout populations of the 
Catskills. 

Later this Spring, seasonal fi eld technicians will 
begin work on Sullivan County trout streams to collect 
data regarding habitat conditions, water temperatures, 
macroinvertebrate, and trout populations. If you see 
some smiling faces in bright yellow vests at your favor-
ite watering hole, feel free to say hello! 

These efforts and more were made possible by 
federal and state grants and working alongside our 
partners at NYSDEC, FUDR, US Fish & Wildlife, Sullivan 
County, The Town of Rockland, and more.

Trout Unlimited: 
County conservation update

 Sp r i ng   2023                                                                                                     TROUT  13

59
34

9

October 31st

10
00

83

81
50
9

thedebruce.com | fostersupplyco.com
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Avid fi sherman? Aspiring chef? This 
pan fried trout recipe will spice up 
dinnertime and add a new level of 

fl avor to your next catch.
You’ll need just a handful of ingredients 

to bring a new fl avor to your typical trout 
dinner.

For the saffron cream, you’ll need:
2 Tbsp Butter
1/2 Cup Chopped Shallot
1 Cup Heavy Cream
1/4 Cup White Wine
1-2 Cloves of Garlic
Handful of Chopped Chives
1-2 Pinches of Saffron
Salt and Pepper to taste
To make the sauce, melt butter in a pan 

and add shallots. Cook until soft and trans-
lucent. Add garlic and cook until fragrant. 
Then, add wine, lemon juice and half of the 
chives. Bring that to a simmer and then add 
heavy cream and whisk until thick.

Add saffron and mix until cream turns 
a beautiful yellow. Add salt and pepper to 
taste and set aside while cooking trout.

For the fried capers, just wash and dry the 
capers, heat oil to 325 degrees and fry until 
crispy. Place on a paper towel to absorb 
remaining oil.

For the trout, you’ll need:
1 Trout
1/2 teaspoon Salt
1/4 teaspoon Pepper
1/4 teaspooon Italian Seasoning
1-2 Tbsp neutral oil
Lemon Juice
Lemon garnish
Start by pat drying the trout. Season with 

salt, pepper and Italian seasoning. Heat a 
stainless steel pan over medium high heat, 
then add oil. Place the trout skin side down 
in the pan and cook for 3-4 minutes until 
the skin becomes crispy and has a golden 
color. Flip the trout using a thin spatula 
and cook fi let side down just until fl akey. 
Depending on the thickness, this should 
take 1-2 minutes.

Place the cream sauce on a plate, place 
the trout on top and garnish with remaining 
chives, a sprinkle of saffron, the fried capers 
and a lemon garnish.

Pan fried trout with saffron cream 
sauce and fried capers RECIPE BY 

EVAN CHESNEY | EXECUTIVE CHEF

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Visit Us At:  www.klingerpowersports.com

ATVs, Mule UVs, Teryx, Dirt Bikes, Motorcycles,

Can Am Spyders/Rykers, Snowmobiles & Trailers

100099

109 DEBRUCE RD, LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 12758
845-439-4476 • THEFURFINFEATHER.COM

OPEN 5 DAYS • CLOSED MONDAYS & TUESDAYS
(CALL FOR HOURS)

FUR FIN & FEATHER
S P O R T  S H O P

Serving Sullivan County Sportsmen for 46 years.

Black Powder 
Guns & Accessories
Camping & Trapping 

Supplies

& Handguns
BOUGHT, SOLD & TRADED

Bow & Gun Accessories & Ammo

Accessories

Over 200 Firearms
IN STOCK

Rod & Reel 
Combo

& Tackle
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HUNTER LAKE
CAMPGROUND
HUNTER LAKE
CAMPGROUND

845-292-3629 www.hunterlakecampground.com845-292-3629 www.hunterlakecampground.com

85 Acre Spring-Fed Lake
Great fishing

Ice
Wooded Sites

Swimming & Boating
Laundry

Recreation Hall
Camp Store

Free Hot Showers
Firewood

Full Hookups
Dump Station

Sports Oriented

85 Acre Spring-Fed Lake
Great fishing

Ice
Wooded Sites

Swimming & Boating
Laundry

Recreation Hall
Camp Store

Free Hot Showers
Firewood

Full Hookups
Dump Station

Sports Oriented

Nature at its Best!
Memorial Day thru Labor Day

Seasonal Sites Available
Mother’s Day to Columbus Day

Tired of the hustle & bustle?
RELAX WITH US!

2.5 Hours from
N.Y.C.
Rte 17 

(Quickway) Exit 98
124 Hunter Lake Dr.,

Parksville, NY

30
09
1

Delaware Riverfront Land! Do You Want To Build 
Your Dream Home On Th e Majestic Delaware River 

And Watch Th e Bald Eagles Soar Overhead? Th is Is Th e Property For You! Boasting 972’ 
Of Delaware River Frontage! Th is Beautiful Land Has Mature Trees, A Babbling Stream, 
Some Open Land With Trails, A Driveway Th at Leads Right To Th e Water’s Edge. Th ere 
Is A Cute Little Cabin, An Older Camper And A Deck Overlooking Th e River. Th ere 
Is A Private Railroad Crossing To Access Th e Riverfront Parcel. Land Can Be Built 
On Either Side Of Humphrey Road. Located About 1 Mile North Of Th e Charming 
Hamlet Of Narrowsburg. Don’t Miss Out! Call Today! Asking $350,000 MLS# 6232193

eaglevalleyrealty@gmail.com
For more country properties visit us on the web @ www.eaglevalleyrealty.com

EAGLE
 VALLEY
   REALTY

6569 State Route 97
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Phone 845-252-3085
Serving the Upper Delaware 

River Valley, Licensed NY & PA 
Realtor-MLS

11
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SEE OUR VIRTUAL TOURS:
Please visit our Website or Give us a Call for Virtual Tour Dates
h�ps://wmhconstruc�on.com/recent‐projects/virtual‐tours/

DREAM KITCHEN UPGRADE
For a limited �me only, get the kitchen you’ve always dreamed 
of with free Merillat Classic Series Cabinets. 
Call us today to take advantage of this offer, and you’ll see 
how easy it is to finally have a home that fits your vision.

            Professional design services,
engineering and surveying are

  erExcellent custom service
is provided even after your

  We manage permits 
& approvals site development

  

& approvals, site development 
and all finish and trim work.

engineering and surveying are 
always available.

is provided, even after your 
project is completed.

  

16  TROUT                                                                                    Sp r i ng   2023 


