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Thank You to Our
First Responders & Emergency Services!

Earn More, Make a BIG Difference
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Sign Up Today to Train for a Professional échool Bus License

Start as a bus monitor. Quickly train to be a bus driver. Have the rewarding
opportunity of working with kids. Make an impact on their future and yours!
Rolling V Bus Corp. Professional CDL Training Will Help You Get Road Ready

* Obtain Your Learner’'s Permit * Occupational Safety Training
» Behind-the-Wheel Training * Prep for NYS Road Test
« Student Management * Great Benefits

ROLLINGYV =88 Call Today to Learn and Earn More
Bus Corp B 845.539.6020 | 845.292.1393 | info@rollingv.com ¢
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EDITORIAL

Thank you first responders

may be slowly rolling out of

bed or relaxing on the couch in
your PJs with a cup of coffee, not
yet ready to greet the world.

A few miles away, is a packed
firehouse where local EMS agen-
cies and first responders are tak-
ing courses, required for them to
be able to do what they do, even in
many cases as unpaid volunteers.

They cover the costs and some-
times travel great distances to re-
ceive this training, on top of a
large amount of time they already
give, being there for us at our
worst moments, when we need
them the most.

This level of sacrifice among our
first responders isn’'t uncommon,
whether it be fire, EMS or police.

It's been said many times, but we
truly cannot thank them enough.

Each vyear, Catskill-Delaware

It’s a Saturday morning. You

Publications produces this spe-
cial section to highlight these
amazing departments and agen-
cies that protect us and give so
much to our community.

It is the least we can do.

We not only appreciate all that
they do responding to calls, but
also their professionalism. We've
always had pleasant experiences
with first responders when reach-
ing out for info on incidents in
an effort to keep the public in-
formed.

While there are several ways
to show your appreciation to
the many local men and women
who are members of the first re-
sponder community, here are just
afew ideas.

e Support their fundraisers.

Whether it is a pancake break-

fast, raffle, etc., participate.

While there, thank them for

their service. Also, we can per-
sonally attest that the food is
often really good and in today’s
economy, you'd be hard pressed
to find as good a breakfast at
an affordable price. It’s also a
good place to put a name to a
face of the men and women in
uniform.

* Pay it forward. There proba-
bly isn’t a police force, fire de-
partment or EMS agency that
couldn’t use a few more people.
Reach out to them for more
information and consider join-
ing.

* Buy them a cup of coffee or
pay for their meal. While first
responders don’'t seek accolades
for what they do, it never hurts
to feel appreciated. This small
gesture could truly make some-
one’s day.

These are just a few ways you

can show your appreciation to our
first responders.

This publication will give you a
small glimpse into what they do.

You'll find two anniversary sto-
ries, profiling the Highland Lake
and Neversink Fire Departments,
both of which are turning 75 this
year. Congrats to both depart-
ments on such a storied history!

We also have an interview with
a local police chief, preview of
this September’s Sullivan County
Volunteer Firefighters Association
Firemen’s Parade, a local at a re-
cent EMS Education Day, as well
as a special documentary show-
casing the men and women who
volunteer with their local fire de-
partments.

We hope this section is some-
thing they will find proud, and
once again, we are so appreciative
of all you do!

wl Merrell (M8 Benco s s

We offer our clients complete insurance coverage.

Our knowledgeable staff will provide comprehensive, cost-effective policies

for your home, auto and business. We'll work with you to find the right

coverage for your needs. Call us today!

Personal Coverage
» Automobile

* Boats

* Homeowners

* Umbrella policy

« Liability, fire, crime, marine

Business Coverage
* Business automobile

» Package policies
» Workers’ compensation

Merrell Benco
Insurance Agency

67 East Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

(845) 796-1500

Instant online quotes at: mbagency.com
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FIRE DEPARTMENTS & THEIR CHIEFS

Info was current as of March 25, 2023. The phone numbers are direct lines to the firehouses. In case of emergency, please dial 911.

Beaverkill Valley FD

1524 Beaverkill Rd.

Lew Beach, NY 12758

Doug Cummings ¢ 439-4199

Bloomingburg Fire Company
117 Godfrey Rd., PO Box 1039
Bloomingburg, NY 12721

Bill Tobin ¢ 733-1000

Callicoon Vol. FD

9305 Route 97, PO Box 806
Callicoon, NY 12723
Willie Maxwell ¢ 887-4233

Callicoon Center FD

1669 Gulf Rd., PO Box 144
Callicoon Center, NY 12724
Austin Thlefeldt » 482-3020

i\\\\\' ; l\\\\\l\\m....:.l
W AT
(-1 ; JE

S Y Y T S Y S N N

Claryville Vol. FD

1500 Denning Rd., PO Box 146
Claryville, NY 12725

Glenn Vandenberg ¢ 985-7270

Fallsburg FD

10 Railroad Plaza, PO Box 1075
South Fallsburg, NY 12779
Jordan Kozachuk ¢ 434-2008

Forestburgh Fire Company No. 1
2539 State Route 42
Forestburgh, NY 12777

Zachary Petrowsky ¢ 794-7899

Grahamsville FD

205 Main St., PO Box 331
Grahamsville, NY 12740
Michael Kelly * 985-2260
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Hankins-Fremont Center FD

20 Newman Hill Rd., PO Box 164
Hankins, NY 12741

Dennis Nash ¢ 887-2028

Highland Lake FD

144 Highland Rd., PO Box 65
Highland Lake, NY 12743
Warren Wagner ¢ 557-8788

Hortonville Fire Company
100 Main St., PO Box 71
Hortonville, NY 12745
Darryl Emmett ¢ 887-5177

Hurleyville Fire Company
166 Main St., PO Box 357
Hurleyville, NY 12747
Charlie Payne * 434-4161




MARCH 2023

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT

911 B5E
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Jeffersonville FD

4903 State Route 52, PO Box 10
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
Jonathan Mall » 482-4202

Kauneonga Lake E&H

3574 State Route 55, PO Box 411
Kauneonga Lake, NY 12749
Tim Blais ¢ 583-4700

Kenoza Lake FD

485 Old Taylor Rd., PO Box 51
Kenoza Lake, NY 12750
George Slater * 482-5676

Lake Huntington Fire Company
70 County Rd 116, PO Box 352
Lake Huntington, NY 12752
Mike Pomes * 932-8444
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Lava Volunteer FD

7898 Route 52, PO Box 456
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
Jesse Campfield ¢ 252-3375

Liberty FD

256 Sprague Ave.

Liberty, NY 12754

Mark Johnstone ¢ 295-0236

Livingston Manor FD

43 Main St., PO Box 867
Livingston Manor, NY 12758
Chris Tuleweit ¢ 439-4490

Long Eddy FD

4 Church St., PO Box 73
Long Eddy, NY 12760
Kevin Eaton ¢ 887-5926
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Loch Sheldrake FD

1280 State Route 52, PO Box 1005
Loch Sheldrake, NY 12759

Pete Carey ® 434-2710

Lumberland FD

1088 County Route 31, PO Box 91
Glen Spey, NY 12737

Eric Robles ¢ 856-2041

Monticello FD

23 Richardson Avenue
Monticello, NY 12701
Jose Mora ¢ 794-6330

Mountaindale Fire Company
132 Main St., PO Box 49
Mountaindale, NY 12763
Andy Millman e 434-3425

T e

your lives to save ours.

—
-

150 Jefferson Street, Monticello, NY 12701 | 845.794.5900 | www.schmidtswholesale.com




6E 911

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT

MARCH 2023

FIRE DEPARTMENTS & THEIR CHIEFS

Narrowsburg Fire Company
203 Bridge St., PO Box 184
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
David Casey * 252-3328

Neversink FD

7486 State Route 55, PO Box 627
Neversink, NY 12765

Mike Congelosi * 985-7198

North Branch FD

20 North Branch-Callicoon Center
Hwy., PO Box 28

North Branch, NY 12766

Alan Welton ¢ 482-5134

Rock Hill FD

61 Glen Wild Rd., PO Box 116
Rock Hill, NY 12775

Robbie Green ¢ 794-8961
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Roscoe/Rockland FD

1964 Old Route 17, PO Box 202
Roscoe, NY 12776

Guy Baker ¢ 607-498-4292

Smallwood/Mongaup Valley FD
181 Ballard Rd., PO Box 28
Smallwood, NY 12778

Charlie Kalinowski ¢ 583-5487

Summitville FD

3978 Route 209
Summitville, NY 12781
Mark Wharton ¢ 888-5531

Swan Lake FD

52 Stanton Corners Rd., PO Box 177
Swan Lake, NY 12783

Don Sherwood ¢ 292-6918

s e

Westbrookville Vol. FD

39 Pine Kill Rd., PO Box 263
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Bo Tunno ¢ 754-8848

White Lake Fire Company

1596 State Route 17B, PO Box 51
White Lake, NY 12786

Josh Cunningham ¢ 583-5170

White Sulphur Springs FD

3352 State Route 52, PO Box 86
White Sulphur Springs, NY 12787
Scott Austin ¢ 292-5468

Woodbourne FD

355 Firehouse Rd., PO Box 45
Woodbourne, NY 12788
Keith Unger ¢ 434-6763

Thank you to our First Responders for their
llﬂlllcallllll & service to our I:IImIIIlIIIIIIESI
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REPAIRS, INSTALLATION & FINANCING AVAILABLE

8495-791-8900

24/7
Emergency.
Service
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Woodridge FD

2 Green St., PO Box 683
Woodridge, NY 12789
Nolan Akerley ¢ 434-6893

Wurtsboro FD

54 Pine St., PO Box 457
Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Dustin Graham ¢ 888-4611
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Youngsville FD

1822 Shandelee Rd., PO Box 78
Youngsville, NY 12791
James Bingay * 482-3600

Yulan FD

216 Airport Rd., PO Box 127
Yulan, NY 12792

Phil Deyermond * 557-8483

Thank You
to All
Emergency
Responders

from
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To the Highland Lake Fire Department
+ its fire chief, Warren Wagner (also a vital member of

The Eldred Preserve team), for keeping our community safe!

THE ELDRED

PRESERVE

1040 State Route 65, Eldred, NY / +1 845 557 8316

111566
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Highland Lake FD
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sees /) years

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY DEREK KIRK

HLFD Chief’s List
1948-1955 — Anthony Rennenberg
1955-1956 — George Clouse
1956-1957 — Charles Bosch
1957-1961 — Conard Broadmerkel
1961-1962 —Joseph Mellan, Sr.
1962-1963 — Joseph Edward Brague
1963-1974 - Joseph Mellan, Sr.
1974-1975 — Robert Maas
1975-1976 — Edward Mellan
1976-1978 — Harris Myers
1978-1987 — Joseph Mellan, Jr.
1987-1990 — James McKean
1990-1991 - Richard McKean
1991-1992 — Charles Schroder
1992-1995 — James McKean
1995-1997 — Charles Hallock, Jr.
1997-1998 — David J. Mellan
1998-2010 — Richard McKean
2010-2013 — Charles Hallock, Jr.
2013-present — Warren Wagner

The Highland
Lake Fire Depart-
ment oversaw its
75th anniversary
as a company
this year.

his year marked the three quar-

ters of a century timestamp for

the dutiful line firefighters and
their chiefs at the Highland Lake Vol-
unteer Fire Department (HLFD), lo-
cated in the Town of Highland.

It all adds up: countless moments
of rushing out the door to help a
stranger, endless hours of waiting in
the right spot just in case something
goes wrong, and years spent honing
skills required to fight fires to a tee

created the backbone of a fire depart-
ment for 75 years.

HLFD was formed in 1948 due to
the desire and need for a fire protec-
tion agency following the boom of the
hotel and rooming house industry in
the area post World War II.

The coverage area for Highland Lake
includes all of the Town of Highland.
The department also provides mutual
aid for fire in the towns of Lumber-
land and Shahola, PA. For their water

rescue and dive teams, a number
of members of Highland Lake serve
within the County Dive Task Force,
which oversees all of Sullivan County,
and parts of Wayne and Pike counties
in Pennsylvania.

The current Fire Chief is Warren
Wagner, who took up the prestigious
mantle in 2013. The fire district’s line
of past fire chiefs have offered their

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10E

HIGHLAND YOGA
thanks the
HIGHLAND LAKE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

for 75 YEARS OF SERVICE

apprec
'our commitment to
- our community.

LEARNING BY DOING

Montessori - Life Skills - Self-Motivation - Exploration

HOMESTEAD SCHOOL HONORS
ANN STEIMLE,

EMT Fireman for 28 years, Former EMS
-Coordinatar for Sullivan-County, CPR and First
Aid Instructor, and Teacherand Administrator
at Homestead for over 85 years!

/M

111 Highland Lake Road
Highland Lake, NY
917-301-2002
highlandyoga111@gmail.com

www.freewebs.com/highlandyogaanddance
Facebook: Highland Yoga & Dance

Preschool to Early College with Two Unique Campuses
Building the intelligence, creativity, connection, and skills for an ecological future since 1978

©CCHS®

Homestead | SUNY Sullivan
Collaborative College High School ‘U_U
h
h

The Homestead School
Glen Spey & Hurleyville, New York

HonesTend School, 845-856-6359 | homesteadschool.com | @

111412
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time and service to the pro-
tection of the coverage area —
alongside hundreds of men and
women dedicated to the same
cause.

Because of this long line of
diligent leaders within the com-
munity, the servicemen and
women of the Highland Lake
Fire Department have upheld
the service and are always mov-
ing forward to fight the fires that
threaten their coverage area.

As one of the four volunteer
fire departments in the town,
Highland Lake currently has
about 25 members. Like many of
the volunteer-based emergency
services in Sullivan County, they
are always looking for depend-
able, qualified men and women
to assist.

Former Fire Chief (1978-1987)
Joseph Mellan Jr.,, noted that
those who are interested in sign-
ing up should stop by the fire hall
for regular meetings on Mondays
around 7 p.m., located at 144

Former Highland Lake Fire Chief
Joseph Mellan Jr. (‘78-'87) next to an
oil painting by Ken Bosch of his fa-
ther, former Fire Chief Joseph Mellan
Sr. ('61-'62, '63-'74).

CR-47 in Highland Lake.

EARL KINNEY

EXCAVATING & TRUCKING
(845) 887-5540

Free
Estimates
50 Years

Drainage Ponds Land Clearing
Roads Septic Systems  Grading
Foundations  Driveways Red Shale
Top Soil Stone Gravel

111357

A special thank you to all our first responders,
emergency and urgent care providers for
your service to our communities.

Joseph Gottlieb, P.E., P.C.

Consulting Engineer

Tel. (845) 794-5506 = Fax (845) 794-5520
PO Box 76,

Monticello, New York 12701-0076

92600}

Happy 75th birthday to our neighbor,
the Highland Lake Fire Department!

e
| KOINONJIA
Camp Koinonia is 60!
Celebrate with us at our
5K/Kids Fun Run
May 20th 10am— 1pm

All proceeds go to support
scholarships for our 10 week
summer Nature Camp for
local kids ages 4-15y1s.

Visit koinoniany.org or call

(845) 456-0214 for more
information.

Congratulations to our
Neighboring Fire Department!

111397

Yulan, NY e 845-557-8431

Sullivan County, NY

24 Hour Heavy & Light
Towing Service

Serving The Community For Over 25 Years!

Sean Brooks
President

111354

Thank you to our First Responders & Emergency Services
for the outstanding work they perform every day!
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W|th Great DealsI

Spring is right around the corner and there is no better
time to get your business ready for warm weather than now.

EDUCATION REAL ESTATE
Let your e L iy =
customers
know what
you are
planning
by placing
. BOCES School Scene SUNY Sullivan Home in the Country
an ad IN ohe ."A Look at Activities School Scene " Award-winning real estate guide
in the BOCES District" "Taking you inside Sullivan County's focuses on local market"
Of these great Advertising Deadline: March 31 Adfl)zrl}[/iscir?; g]euan(;ﬁ/nﬂ:?ﬁ 10 Advertising Deadline: March 29
o Special Publication Date: April 7 Publication Date: April 18 Publication Date: April 7
% sections. BUSINESS HEALTH TOURISM

fHemocrut

"Sullivan County’s Community
Newspaper for 131 Years” fe2furiERg

businessmen
of our region

refreshment
awaits

Call 845-887-5200
to place your ad today!

Men@Work Health & Wellness Catskills Confidential
. . . “A look at our workforce "Great ideas for keeping your body "Sullivan County's Premier
With Offices in from a male perspective” healthy in the spring and summer" Visitor Resource Guide"
Callicoon
Advertising Deadline: April 12 Advertising Deadline: May 8 Advertising Deadline: April 27
SCDEMOCRATONLINE.com Publication Date: April 21 Publication Date: May 16 Publication Date: May 15

WHEN ADVERTISING DOLLARS COUNT... COUNT ON THE DEMOCRAT TO DELIVER READERS TO YOUR DOORSTEP
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BRATES 75 YEARS OF SERVICE
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Members of the NFD are, from the left, Chief Mike Congelosi, Cole Shamro, Bryan Rogerson, Johnny Munoz, Anthony Chevaliel, Logan Congelosi, Idris Incarnacion, Briar Knight,
Jayden Siegler, Ken Bivins, Yelixa Incarnacion, Sharon Doyle, Jake Edwards (behind Sharon), Erin Skinner, Ann Bivins (EMS Captain), John Skinner (past Chief) and Tom Brown

n 1941, 1,500 people were

forced to evacuate from the

old towns of Bittersweet and
Neversink due to the construction
of New York City’s benchmark res-
ervoir. Neversink was moved and
is still on the map today in a new
location.

After the mass relocation in
1941, many of the displaced peo-
ple moved to what is known as the
current Town of Neversink. In 1948
the Grahamsville Fire Department
started to discuss fire protection
for the new Neversink, asking
town residents to start covering

the area. When budget restric-
tions prevented the Grahamsville
Fire Department from placing a
truck in Neversink, the town'’s peo-
ple decided to create their own
town department, starting the
Neversink Fire Department (NFD)
75 years ago on May 6, 1948.

Back then, the town of Neversink
had “nothing to speak of,” accord-
ing to Past Chief Herb Lepke. “The
first big fire we responded to was
the Healy Warehouse in the valley.
It was a storehouse for all sorts of
machinery from the excavation
of the reservoir and burned for

Catskcll Mowntain
Sugar FHouse, LLC

10 Sugarhouse Lane, Grahamsville, NY 12740

Producers of maple syrup, maple cream & sugar

101037

Supplying local vendors year-round

Available throughout the
Mid-Hudson and Catskills at Peck’s Markets, Main Street Farm,
Neversink General Store, Soons Orchards, Emmanuel’s Marketplace and Fishkill Farms

845-985-7815

Congratulations Neversink on 75 Years!

East End Auto Repair
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Fred Franke & John Hynes, owners
36 State Rt 52, Woodbourne, NY 845-436-8689

Check Out our LOW Tire PRICES!

Discover, Mastercard & VISA Accepted

111489
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the NFD fire
_engine.

hours. The more water we poured
onto it, the worse it became,” con-
tinues Lepke.

In 1956, the department began
to grow with the addition of their
first real firetruck, and newly
built firehouse. That same year,
the NFD implemented their EMS
squad, only the second to exist in
Sullivan County.

Present
Led by current chief Michael
Congelosi, the NFD today provides

both Fire and EMS protection to
about 1,000 people, covering ap-
proximately 50 square miles. That
number almost quadruples in the
summertime due to the influx of
tourists.

In the center of Neversink’s com-
munity, still stands the Neversink
Fire Department Firehouse and
Community Hall that sponsors an-
nual community breakfasts and
dinners, offering free trainings
and promoting youth involvement
in local events.

The NFD prides itself on being

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Sto ry ’s Congratulations to the
Neversink Neversink Fire Department

Plant Co. on their 75th year!

Visit our greenhouse & nursery to shop the
most interesting plants in the Sullivan Catskills!

e Cactus e Perennials  ~By#Appointment Only~
134 Mutton Hill Rd.

* Succulents ® Hoqseplants Neversink, NY 12765 g

e Annuals e Patio Pots 3

(845) 985-5071

StorysNeversinkPlantCo.com

Tractor Show
& Swap Meet

The Grahamsville Rod & Gun Club
13th Annual Sportsman Flea Market
Commaunity Yard Sale
September
Grahamsville Fairgrounds Rte 55, Grahamsville, NY

111742

* Antique Engines, Tractors
and Farm Equipment
* Antique and Classic Cars and Trucks
* Classic Garden Tractors
* Food Vendors All Tractors
* Tractor Swap Meet Welcome
* Country DJ
« Children’s Peddle Tractor Rides,
and Games for Kids
* Craft Vendors & Enlarged Flea Market
* Tractor Bingo
* Knife Sharpening
* Shingle Mill & Saw Mill Demonstrations
DONATION: $3.00 PER CAR
FOR INFORMATION:
75% Anniversary of the Hank Samyn 845-985-2548 * Paul Kelly 845-985-0081

International Farmall
Massey-Harris-Ferguson

DAY & NIGHT SECURITY ON GROUNDS

=X >

NRAMA on Facebook

Happy 75th Anniversary _—
Newersink FD s

& to All o

a Big Thank You!
Michael Brooks

District 3 Legislator

111600
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Ben Knight

BLOOMING GREEN
LAWN SERVICE

Over 25 years of Custom Lawn Service

Congratulations
Neversink FD :
on 75 Years!

If it grows by day, have it cut by Knight

Spring & Fall Clean-ups / Firewood Available
Neve sink, IN
A

111491

(845) 985,0516\* www.bloo 'ngee awngndlands¢ape.com
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Old NFD fire equipment on
display in the NFD community hall.

Cadet and Junior firefighters with the
NFD fire engine.

a family-oriented organization. It is not at all abnormal to find
many members of the same family serving with the NFD, in-
cluding both Chief Congelosi’s sons, Firefighter/EMT Austin
and Junior Firefighter Logan, following in their father’s foot-
steps.

“The Neversink Fire Department is proud of our 75-year his-
tory of protecting our town. We look forward to celebrating our
many years of service at this year’s Annual dinner, the arrival of
our new truck next year, and the continued protection of our
community,” says Congelosi.

Proudly respresenting the Loch Sheldrake FD, (ongratulations to the
MAPLE Woods Farm Congratulates Neversink FD on 75 Years! Neversink Fire Department Thanks for all you do
on 75 Years oi Service! i
Maple Woods Farm : & congrat_ulatlons
o Neversink FD
Riding Lessons
Birthday Parties on 79 years!

Pony Rides

APHA Professional Horseman
CHA & PATH CERTIFIED RIDING INSTRUCTOR

Grahamsvijja

Se ll

Divine Corners, NY S at the
(845) 796-8753 = Grahamsville

Little World’s

Fair!

THE BELULI FAMILY
164 Main St, Grahamsville, NY
845-985-0107

From your Friends at

NEVERSINK RIVER CAMPGROUND
Woodbourne « 434-8926

DAILY SPECIALS
Open Mon-Sat 7am-~5pm

111589
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Futur o .
with such a stong history, e Past Presidents and Chiefs

NFD makes sure to continue to

grow through the education and Past Presidents Past Chiefs
empowerment of their communi- 1948 ... Edward Slavin* 1948-53 ... Moe Rubenzahl*
ty’s youth. Along with the many 1949 ... Joseph Raffa* 1953 (4 months) ... Harry Knox*
community-oriented events the 1950-51 ... Robert MacLenna* 1953-61 ... Arthur Pomeroy*
department holds, the NFD also 1952-58 ... Harry Knox* 1962-64 ... Herman Huffman*
offers young adults the chance to 1959 ... George Rubenzahl* 1965-67 ... Milton Van Keuren*
prepare to become a firefighter/ 1960-66 ... French Harris* 1968-69 ... Milton Kortright*
EMT if they desire. 1967-75 ... George Marshall* 1969-77 ... Carl Denman

With the addition of the Cadet 1975-77 ... Carl Johnson* 1977-80 ... Nelson Donovan
and Junior firefighter programs, 1977-78 ... William Deagle* 1981-82 ... Carl Denman
the NFD teaches young adults ages 1978-81 ... Donald Hotchkin 1982-84 ... Steve Hill*
14-17 what it’s like to protect and 1981-84 ... Herb Lepke 1984-86 ... Tom Nash
be a part of the NFD before they 1984-85 ... Steve Hill* 1986-90 ... Hank Samyn
turn 18. 1985-87 ... Mike Wolfe 1990-93 ... Bill Moore

“This is our future,” says Sharon 1987-88 ... James Nash 1993-95 ... Herb Lepke
Doyle, 1st Lieutenant of the NFD 1988-93 ... Tom Mitchell 1995-96 ... Tim Dexheimer
EMS Squad, when speaking of the 1993-96 ... Bill Moore 1996-98 ... Paul Essex
Cadet and Junior squads. The pro- 1996-03 ... Jesse Noren 1998-00 ... Paul Lepke
grams instill morals of courage, de- 2003-05 ... Paul Lepke 2000-02 ... George Pennell
votion, and dedication in the youth 2005-10 ... Brian Edwards 2002-05 ... John Bankich
of Neversink before the age they 2010-13 ... Jesse Noren 2005-08 ... John Skinner
can become full-fledged firefight- 2013-15... Tom Brown 2008-11 ... Russell Turner
ers and EMTs. The education and 2015-16 ... Jesse Noren 2011-12 ... Ralph Hornbeck
mentoring these young adults get 2016-Present ... Tom Brown 2012-13 ... Bill Cockshutte
through these programs help to 2013-14 ... John Skinner
ensure that the NFD’s legacy lasts Deceased* 2014-17 ... Ralph Hornbeck

much longer than 75 years. 2017-Present ... Michael Congelosi

WV THANKYOU TO OUR
»  FIRST RESPONDERS!

the

Group Retreats e Day & Overnight Camps ¢ Family Weekends
’klj ional Field Trips » Team Building Retreats ¢ And More!

q

from your friends at FROST VALLEY YMCA

We are Grateful
for All our

Emergency Workers!

Blustein Shapiro
Frank & Barone

Barbara A. Garigliano,

Managing Partner

Sullivan County

and Catskills Office
449 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010
Fax 845/796-1040

ol S

Frost Valley is proud to welcome Riel Peerbooms as the new CEO followmg the retirement of Jerry Huncosky\
Riel brings over 30 years of experience working with non-profit organizations, specializing in youth service *

and development. He is excited to be a part of the local community and hopes you’ll join us soon!
=84 3 oy - A

CONTACT US TODAY! 845-985-2291

frostvalley.org

/

- ap W

info@frostvalley.org
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SMALL ENGINE SPECIALIST
SALES & SERVICE FOR

Briggs & Stratton - Tecumseh - Kohler
Husqvarna - Stihl

We thank all of you for your time
and dedication to our communities.
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SULLIVAN LIFELINES EDUCATES FELLOW FIRST RESPONDERS

A lecturer discusses child safety.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY NIC BIRGLER

MS rig parked in front of the
Neversink Fire Department.

-

e Neversink Fire Depart-

I ment hosted the annual Sul-

livan Lifelines Conference
promoting and providing con-
tinuing education for EMS pro-
fessionals and volunteers in Sul-
livan County. The event featured
multiple lecturers from the state,
and county speaking on a variet
of upcoming or new EMS-related
topics.

This is the third year the day-long
EMS education event has taken
place in Sullivan County giving
providers the opportunity to earn
six and a half of New York State
approved continuing education

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18




18E 911

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT

MARCH 2023

We thank all our emergency services for all that they do!

VanInwegen «a Kenny, Inc.

101109

Funeral Home
Traditional Services e Burial/Cremation Services ® Pre-Arrangement Counseling

#iiﬂl i

Serving Families In Sullivan County

: For Over A Century

I "‘}w Joseph W. Kenny - Licensed Funeral Director
= iy =

401 Broadway, Monticell
(845) 794-4141

111 Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro

(845) 888-2731

www.kennyfuneralhome.com
office@kennyfuneralhome.com

Thank you to our Sullivan County
fire departments, ambulance corps, doctors
and nurses for your hard work, dedication

and commitment to our communities.

Assemblywoman
Aileen Gunther

845-794-5807
gunthera@nyassembly.gov

110660

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Aileen Gunther

%/% ym// le all the
%;/'a,(a/ywzgy @Jém{m
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% A ) sye 4 /
/('/" CULI COMNUIUUES.

(845)482-4000 - www.jeff.bank

HUNTER I.AKE CAMPGROUND

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
- Seasl i i

BT - e 85 Acre Spring-Fed Lake
Mother’s Day to Columbus Day -

Great fishing

Ice
Wooded Sites =
Swimming & Boating

Tired of the hustle & husile?

Laundry
Recreation Hall
Camp Store
® Hou;ef r107m HHC Hot Showers
(Quickway) Exit 98 Firewood
124 Hunter Lake Dr, Full Hookups
Parksville, NY Dump Station

Sports Oriented

A\

A NYS Presenter receives a
gift from NFD EMS Squad
Captain Ann Bivins.

=

g~

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

credits while providing network-
ing opportunities with other
county agencies.

Put together by Neversink Fire
Department (NFD) EMS Captain
Ann Bivins, Sullivan Lifelines’ goal
is to better the standard of care
provided countywide by promot-
ing continuing education on new
or upcoming EMS topics.

Presenters varied from local and
regional EMS experts that covered
topics from childbirth to fireman
down CPR.

Providing extra trainings and
continual educational opportuni-
ties, like Sullivan Lifelines, helps
to keep local EMTs keep up to date
with changing statewide protocols
and improve patient outcomes in

the future.

All EMT’s in the State of New
York have the opportunity to
renew their certifications through
continuing education furthering
the need and value for events like
Sullivan Lifelines to exist.

“Events like Sullivan Lifelines
help make Sullivan County EMTs
stronger because they give EMTs
like me the opportunity to gain
new knowledge from some of the
greatest providers from the county
and the state,” said local EMT Lee
Karasik. “It has been a longtime
since we've had an in- person op-
portunity like this because of the
pandemic. It was great to be able
to learn and work together again.”
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A NFD EMS squad
ambulance.

————— NEVERSINK
FIRE DEPT.

We would like to say ‘Thank You’ to all our
Sullivan County First Responders and their families for their time,
commitment and dedication to their communities.

HOPE
Communit v

Set the thermostat where you want
for a more comfortable home.

+ More Comfort - Thermostatically

PI’OUd SUppOl'l'E’l'S Of controlled wood heat.

o ’ . P(T:ac.e of Mind - Keep the ﬁr.e outsi(?ie and
Sullivan County's At
° - Save Money - Wood is a renewable,
Emergency SerVI ce & inexpensive and often free energy source.
° —

Urgent Care Providers I
H a I I o ra n Eliminate High ‘ ‘
The Classic Edge HDX is

Thank You For Your Dedication Outdoor Heating Bills! ' us. toa cetfed
To Our Communities Boilers,Lc CLASSIC

TN L
~ Sales & Service ~ Qﬁf EDGE

o oA D TITANIUM DX

email: halloranoutdoorboilers@gmail.com CentralBoiler.com
\101338 20-1102

+ Durability - Long-lasting, stainless

www.newhopecommunity.org
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WE THANK ALL OUR EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!

We thank all our emeragency I]l'ﬂVil]ﬂl's for nﬂiﬂﬂ there for us.
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Thank You to All Emergency Responders for Your Dedication!
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Liberty Thank you to all our emergency services
for all that you do for our communities!
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Always on
the job.

For generations, we've been there —
protecting the future of more emergency
responders than any other provider of
emergency service insurance in North
America. With 24/7 claims support, industry-
leading training tools and a 97.6 percent
loyalty scale, VFIS is the preferred insurance
provider among agents and their customers.

Just like you, we’re always
on the job.

SEr Patricia Daglio
‘ ’v F Is VFIS Sales Executive - Eastern NY
4 ® 800.233.1957 ext 7940 | vfis.com

© 2023 VFIS | CA Insurance Producer License #0B39073
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ullivan
“T'he Fil‘e

Documentary’

BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

T
]

il

LTI 8

Photo by Patricio Robayo

Cinematographer and Volunteer
Firefighter, Chris Ramirez, has embarked
on a journey to tell the stories of fire-
fighters of Sullivan County.

olunteer firefighters are

among the most im-

portant people in our

communities, yet far too
often they are overlooked.

It's a conclusion Chris Ramirez,
a cinematographer and pho-
tographer, came to after serving
alongside Sullivan County’s vol-
unteer first responders, and he
hopes his newest film and pho-
tography project - “Sullivan Fire:
the Documentary” - will shine a
light on their valuable contribu-
tions. Ramirez, a volunteer interior
firefighter with the Rock Hill Fire
Department, has taken a hiatus
from active service to work on the
project.

The idea for his documentary
was inspired by his work with the
county-wide Join Sullivan Fire ini-
tiative, a recruitment and retention
task force organized by the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire.

Sustaining the numbers needed
to crew-up a volunteer fire depart-
ment requires innovative thinking,
and departments are seeking new
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ways to attract and retain mem-
bers, Ramirez said. The demands
of modern life have made it in-
creasingly difficult for people to
commit, but without robust fire
departments, residents are left vul-
nerable.

“(The Join Sullivan Fire Task
Force) is reaching out to a wider
array of people, people with di-
verse backgrounds, people who
perhaps never even considered
the volunteer fire service,” Ramirez
said. “We’re working hard to help
people discover the rewards of
serving your local fire department
and realizing the vital contribu-
tions they can make.”

“Sullivan Fire: the Documentary,”
Ramirez said, will provide insight
into the courageous decisions our
volunteers make, and introduce
audiences to these first responders
who, literally, are also their neigh-
bors.

“On call 24/7, volunteers can
go from playing catch with their
daughter to carrying someone
else’s child to an ambulance,”

Ramirez said. “They leave their
jobs, families, and beds, stepping
out of their everyday lives and into
bunker gear, racing to the rescue.”

As a member of the Join Sullivan
Fire Task Force, Ramirez and its
members work to inspire others
to join. He added that serving
doesn't always involve going into
a burning building; there are many
ways to support fire departments.
Helping out at the station, driving
the trucks, and aiding at the scene
are also part of the volunteer job.

Ramirez admits that he can get
anxious when the pager tones go
off. He’s fought fires, and he under-
stands the risks. Initially, he said,
it’s fear of the unknown, not know-
ing what the conditions you'll en-
counter.

“On the way you visualize the
scenario through experience and
training,” he said. “You go over a
check list of things you may have to
do to mitigate the risks. Focusing
on the job is our coping mecha-
nism.”

But for those who do answer the

Chris Ramirez, a cinematog-
rapher and photographer with
over three decades of experience,
including working for The New
York Times, is producing portraits
and profiles of volunteer fire-
fighters from 40 fire departments
across Sullivan County. The proj-
ect is part of a campaign for the
Sullivan County Bureau of Fire
Recruitment and Retention Task
Force called Join Sullivan Fire. The
social media campaign expects to
profile 60 plus firefighters.

Each portrait and profile will
roll out once a week on social
media Facebook and Instagram.

call, being part of a fire department
becomes more than just a job or a
hobby - it becomes a way of life,
a source of pride, a second family,
and a vital service to the commu-
nity, Ramirez said.

As he pivots from the role of fire-
fighter to documentarian, Ramirez
will capture those experiences
through his camera. He'll interview
firefighters at all stages of their
careers, from first-timers to those

Kelly Taggart, Captain of the
Westbrookville Fire Department who
has been a firefighter for 11 years, is
one of the dozen firefighters featured in
Chris Ramirez’s film, “Sullivan Fire: the
Documentary.”

who have been in the service for
more than half a century, captur-
ing their unique perspectives and
experiences.

A preview of the documentary
will be shown at the Narrowsburg
Union’s digital gallery space this
July and August. It will also be
shown on a 16-foot screen and
multiple monitors throughout the
gallery, creating an immersive ex-
perience.

Brendon and Kathy Weiden, pro-
prietors of the Narrowsburg Union,
have been “very supportive of the
project, allowing me to conduct
interviews in their space,” Ramirez
said. Also supporting the social
media campaign is the Sullivan
County Volunteer Firefighters
Association.

Ramirez’s project is a testament
to the power of art and storytelling
in creating social awareness and
appreciation for the unsung heroes
of our communities. By sharing
their stories, he hopes to honor
and celebrate the bravery and ded-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24E
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ication of Sullivan County’s firefight-
ers and encourage others to join.

“Real-life superheroes are hiding
in plain sight, and their story should
be told,” Ramirez said. “They in-
clude a retiree working out at a gym,
the parent in the stands at the high
school game, and the tired office
worker in line behind you at the con-
venience store. Some of your neigh-
bors are strangers, but if things go
wrong with you and you need help,
they’re firefighters, and they will do
their very best to save the day.”

Ramirez expects that the pro-
duction of “Sullivan Fire: the
Documentary” will take more than
a year or so, during which he’ll be
responding to scenes with his cam-
era gear, documenting his firefighter
colleagues as they take on whatever
emergency they are called to.

Ramirez said, “I can’t wait to get
back to active duty.”

French Woods

Festival of the Performing Aris

Chris Ramirez photographing Daryl Prescott, who serves in the Rock Hill Fire Department, as part of his documentary project

"Sullivan Fire: the Documentary.”

¢ 17 k Y
Thank You
CLIFF GORDON
ATTORNEY AT LAW
(845) 794-4043 » FAX (845) 794-7229
: 544 Broadway, P.O. Box 803
Monticello, NY 12701

Sullivan County’s
Ouwn . ..

A “Big Thanks”
to all the Emergency Personnel!

‘
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Members of the Sheriff's Office
Color Guard march (front), and 7
the Sullivan County Volunteer /
Firefighters Association can be B

seen in the distance. : f

Congratulations Neversink FD & Highland Lake FD on 75 years.
Thank you to all first responders for your

/ SIMS extraordinary efforts in keeping us safe.
METAL .
MANAGEMENT M

HIGHEST PRICES PAID
FOR SCRAP METAL

Bring us your Household and Backyard Junk Metal.
Top Dollar Paid for Junk Cars.
Roll off container service available.
Please call or come in for pricing.

Delaware
Valley
Hospital
Celebrating Police and
X Emergency Services Week
1 Titus Place

Walton May 21-27, 2023

(607) 865-2100 We salute the men and women who
provide an extraordinary level of
emergency response to the residents
of our community. These skilled and

nyuhs.or
yuhs.org dedicated members of our society take

820 Route 211 East, Middletown, NY 10941
Monday to Friday 8am-4:30pm
845-703-4055 * simsmm.com

f . risks to save lives every day.

We couldn’t do it without you!
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ng policing

with Chiet D’Agata

STORY AND PHOTO
BY JOSEPH ABRAHAM

t's been almost two years since
Steve D’Agata took over for
Scott Kinne as the Village of
Liberty Police Chief. The Sullivan
County Democrat recently sat
down with him to talk about
changes he’s brought to the de-
partment, as well as policing top-
ics in general.
The summer of 2020 was a chal-
lenging time to take the reins of
a police department, between

COVID, civil unrest and an-
ti-police sentiment in the wake
of the death of George Floyd in
Minnesota. An Executive Order
by then NYS Governor Andrew
Cuomo soon followed, mandating
police reform, which D’Agata said
kickstarted a few initiatives he was
already looking at bringing to the
department.

D’Agata is thrilled with the part-
nerships the department formed
with various community organi-
zations during that process in-
cluding Sullivan Allies Leading

Above: Sergeant Poppo
talks to local youth at
Hanofee Park.

Steve D'Agata has
been at the helm of the
Village of Liberty PD for

the past two years.

Together (SALT) and
their Committee for
Equity and Justice,
whom the depart-
ment meets with on
aregular basis.
D’Agata has also
encouraged more
non-incident inter-
action between his
officers and the public. This has
been done through increased foot
patrols, as well as by appointing
one of his officers as a “community
liaison,” who plans “Coffee with

i

a Cop” and “Pedal with Police”
events, litter plucks, etc.
“Doing these activities, you're no

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28E
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Thank You to All Our First Responders
and Emergency Service Personnel!

Town of Liberty Parks:
FRANCIS A. WALNUT
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Main Office: 845-292-7690 Web: www.townofliberty.org

Thank you to all
of our first responders
for all you do

for our community!
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longer just an officer [to the pub-
lic],” D’Agata said. “[For example
they’ll also know me as Steve].
Then the next time maybe they
have an incident, it’s not the best
day of their life, and the police get
called, now they know Steve. If
they are anxious or upset, rather
than trying to explain themselves
to officers they don't know, they
can talk with Steve, starting a bad
situation off on a better foot.”

The police department has also
partnered with the Liberty CSD
to offer student internships, giv-
ing these young people, with an
interest in the criminal justice
field, an opportunity to gain valu-
able experience. In turn, Liberty
PD builds a relationship with
these students who may one day
return to work as a dispatcher or
police officer.

Opioid Crisis

One of the biggest issues in
Sullivan County is the ongoing
opioid epidemic. In fact, the
County has the highest opioid
death per capita rate in the state
outside of NYC. D’Agata said he
has a two-prong approach to
combat it.

Officer Jones with some young
visitors who paid a visit to the
Village of Liberty Police Station
on Main Street. Who knows,
they might develop an interest
in criminal justice and intern at
the department when they're in
high school.

OSEPH N. GARLICK

Funeral Home

388 Broadway. Monticello | (845) 794-7474 | www.josephngarlickfuneralhome.com
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On one hand, D’Agata said they
are “laser focusing” their crim-
inal investigations, looking at
those selling drugs that are caus-
ing people to have both non-fatal
and fatal overdoses.

“As opposed to just scattershot
techniques at narcotics investi-
gations, we're really zeroing in
based on criminal intelligence on
the people that are selling the
drugs that are the most danger-
ous. We're trying to get them off
the streets and further discourage
people from pushing dangerous
opioids, especially fentanyl,” said
D’Agata.

On the other side, D’Agata and
the Village of Liberty PD have
been active participants in the
Hope Not Handcuffs program,
getting those with substance use
disorder the help they need. It’s
a partnership he said he’s “most
proud of.”

“It's a win-win and great com-
munity building tool,” said
D’Agata. “When people see that
the officers are there, other than
to arrest them or respond to the
call, but instead they’re just of-

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:
A Disaster or Emergency Can Happen at Any Time

Stock up on Emergency Supplies:

N

A Liberty PD officer shows off their
defensive skills on the basketball court
during a pick-up game with local youth.

fering help, it really changes the
dynamic with the public.”

He added that the “angels” in
the program, who volunteer in
the process of getting those in-
dividuals help, are also working
with the police in a different way,
creating new and positive rela-
tionships.

As for what’s ahead in battling

Stay Informed:

e Keep a battery powered radio
* Keep a list of emergency numbers

e Sign up with NY-Alert @
www.nyalert.gov or call:
1-888-967-6972

AWARE
PREPARE

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

e Enough bottled water for each family
i member

e Ready-To-Eat/Canned foods

e Medications/First Aid Kit

e Pet Food/Pet Supplies

For more resources and information:

7
o=

SN

Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.

BN
the opioid crisis, D’Agata said
the Hope Not Handcuffs pro-
gram is looking to create a Quick
Response Team. Usually some-
one comes into the police sta-
tion looking for help, but the new
team would bring the program to
the front door of someone who
has a non-fatal overdose, within
24-72 hours of the incident.

Mental Health
D’Agata said another area he’s
focused on is mental health, stat-

ing that the number of people
experiencing an acute mental
health crisis since the pandemic
have exploded.

“Police officers, although we're
the ones that go [to a call], really
are not the best tool for that sit-
uation,” he said. “So what I can
do is train my officers in critical
incident training so they can kind
of become Mental Health First
Aid for the situation. But we've
been working very closely with
the County, Garnet health and
SALT to try and work on the entire
sphere of assisting people who
are in crisis.”

D’Agata, although not entirely
sure what it will look like, sees the
partnership between law enforce-
ment and social workers growing
in the future.

“We have been working with the
County and state office of men-
tal health to expand the mobile
mental health team because they
are really excellent professionals,
but there’s [currently] not enough
personnel or adequate resources

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31E

TOURO COLLEGE

OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

Where Knowledge and Values Meet

« Using the latest innovative
techniques to educate, and

graduate qualified
osteopathic physicians

* Increasing the number of
underrepresented minorities

in the medical field

* Training students to be
osteopathic physicians who
will practice medicine in
underserved communities

TOUROCOM.TOURO.EDU

100783
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\ MikE Pre1s Inc.

INSURANCE AGENCY

For All Your Insurance Needs
Personal
Commercial
Health & Benefits

4898 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

(845) 482-5510
www.mikepreis.com 1|

Dr. Maegan Sauer & Dr. Cassidy Sauer

: (845) 482-2425

Medical Eyecare
Fashion Optical
Contact Lenses

4895 Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY
Tuesday - Friday: 9am - 5pm

@ www.eyesonmainst.com
XX info@eyesonmainst.com

EYECARE © EYE WEAR

Thank you to all our emergency services and to
those who volunteer on our local Fire Departments
and Ambulance Corps for your dedication
and hard work to our communities.

Thank you for the sacrifices that you make every day
to be there when we need you.

845-292-2686

111715

GLENN L. SMITH, P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER, P.C.

P.O. Box 156 We Thank You

533 Broadway ™~
Monticello, NY 12701 for your dedication
to our communities.

Ph: (845) 796-2216
Fax: (845) 796-2716
Email: gsmith.pepc@verizon.net

Glenn Smith
President

Fuel Oil * Kerosene ¢ Driveways Built
Oil & Chip * Septic Systems ¢ Drainage Roads Built
Driveway Plowing & Sanding
PO Box 255, Claryville, NY 12725 (845) 985-2231 Fax (845) 985-0186 suesheeley@gmail.com

LIBERTY

SERVICE CENTER, INC.

FOREIGN REPAIR SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1974

NYS INSPECTIONS
Ken Emery

Certified Master Automobile Technician

4 Qak Street, Liberty, NY 12754
(845) 292-6334 e Fax: (845)292-2873

94451

101157

b & Emergency Services!

Your favorite cocktails,
brews, wines and spirits

Lunch ¢ Dinner
Drinks ¢ Coffee
Take-Out

10 School Street, Liberty, NY 12754
845-747-9969

Open 6 days a week

11am- 10 pm ® Closed Tuesdays

Fhank you te all cur Emengency
Fensonnel and Fivst Respondens

for your sewvice to aur cemmunity!!

THALMANN’S
SERVICE CENTER

Foreign & Domestic

AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE

and complete COLLISION REPAIR
& BODY PAINTING

Brakes ¢ Shocks ° Tires ¢ Exhaust
AC Services * Computer Diagnostics
Alignments ¢ Transmissions
Regular Maintenance
Certified NYS Inspection Station

188 Lake Street ¢ Liberty, NY 12754
CALLUS TODAY! 845-292-45606
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29E

to meet the needs of the County,”
said D’Agata.

Future of policing

The use of body cams by po-
lice has increased in recent years,
and the officers of the Liberty PD
recently became equipped with
them as well, after receiving an
$80,000 grant that assisted with
their purchase. After the trial run,
D’Agata said any of his officers
that may have had initial reserva-
tions about the devices were com-
pletely on board with the switch.

In addition to his more sea-
soned officers, Liberty PD had an
influx of young hires who were
hired since D’Agata took over in
2020.

But D’Agata notes, “What they
lack in experience, they make up
for in intelligence, work ethic,
and they get the mission and what
we're trying to build here.”

As for what else the future holds,
D’Agata noted that he’s seen more
change in the past five years than
his first 10-12 in the profession.

He hopes to see more of a focus
on evidence-based practices,
looking at the science and why
things are done a certain way, as
opposed to just saying “that’s how
we've always done it.”

“So looking at if an initiative is
actually producing tangible, mea-
surable results ... and if it’s not,
let’s try and find a new way to get
that done,” said D’Agata.

He also believes programs like
Hope Not Handcuffs will con-
tinue to play a huge role, noting
the shift in addressing the war
on drugs from how things were
looked at in the 90s and early
2000s, which D’Agata said was
“punitive.”

“Someone was a drug user, they
were a criminal, we arrested them.
Now, we're realizing that some of
the science is coming around on
addiction and how it’'s a disease
and the end user is not really a
criminal justice problem. It’s a
health problem,” said D’Agata.
“And that’s an example of an evi-
dence-based practice that I think
policing is going towards.””

» Aerial Work Platforms
» Air Compressors

« AirTools

» Back Hoes

» Boom Lifts

» Breaker Hammers

» Concrete Tools

» Concrete & Mortar Mixer
¢ Dump Trailers

» Excavators

90258

'SCHMIDTS
RENTALS

Extension Ladders
Floor Cleaners

Floor Sanders & Edgers
Generators

Heaters

Hedge Trimmers

« Carpet Cleaners Landscape Equipment Tgble Saws
+ Compaction Light Towers Tile Saws

« Chain Saws Miter Saws Tillers

« Compressors Mud Buggies Trenchers

Paint Sprayers
Plumbing Snakes
Plumbing Tools
Power Washers

[(843) 194-RENT

146 Jefferson Street - Monticello, NY 12701
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm - Saturday 8am-12pm

Post Hole Diggers
Scaffolding

Scissor Lifts

Skid Steer Loaders
Stump Grinders
Surface Preparation

Turbo Dryers
Water Pumps
Wood Chippers
And much MORE!

e o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Thank You for Shopping Locally and Helping to Make our Community Strong.

Serving our community since 1947.» We service all Stihl equipment and warranty what we sell.

mw S57T/HL =

Chainsaws, Trimmers,
Blowers, Stone Saws,
Hedge Trimmers,
Battery Powered Equipment,
Hand Tools, Pressure Washers
and Safety Apparel

~ & thank our Emergenc
JohnEschenberg.com Services!
845-887-5350
Open 6 days a week
M-F 9-5 « Sat 9-1
Callicoon, N.Y. 12723

(2]
%)
b
s
/

l " E We have the parts, the products, the service!
OHN K. ESCHENBERG 1.

Join us! F2-3

5 : %‘%‘: e

Spring Training Runs April 29 & April 30, 2023, Barryville,
Your Upper Delaware River Rescue Organization
Visit our website to learn more! nationalcanoesafetypatrol.life

—

NY

THANK YOU TO ALL THE 1ST
RESPONDERS & EMERGENCY SERVICES
FOR ALL YOU DO!

REEVES
EXGAVATION

845.101.1409

DRIVEWAYS - SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DRAINAGE - LAND CLEARING
DEMOLITION - SNOWPLOWING & REMOVAL

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

I
C
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xEMS DEPARTMENTS & CAPTAINSx

Info was current as of March 25, 2023. The phone numbers are direct lines to the EMS agencies. In case of emergency, please dial 911.

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT MARCH 2023

Bethel Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc. ’* Jeffersonville Volunteer First Aid Corps, * Neversink Fire Department, Inc.

PO Box 31 Inc PO Box 468
White Lake, NY 12786 PO Box 396 Neversink, NY 12765
Captain Charlie Stackhouse Jeffersonville, NY 12748 Captain Ann Bivins ¢ 985-7198
583-5004 Captain Ruth Ackermann ¢ 482-3110

Roscoe & Rockland Volunteer
Catskills Hatzalah Lumberland Fire Department, Inc. Ambulance Corp
1070 McDonald Ave PO Box 91 PO Box 321

Brooklyn, NY 11230

Captains Yehuda Feig, Yomtov Malik,
Eli Serebrowski & Bernie Gips *
(718)387-1750

Glen Spey, NY 12737
Captain Terry Knibbs ¢ 856-7515

Roscoe, NY 12776
Captain Karrie Jara ¢ (607)498-4600

Rock Hill Volunteer Ambulance Corps,
Inc.

PO Box 1

Rock Hill, NY 12775

Captain Jessica Epifania ¢ 794-6985

Mamakating First Aid Squad, Inc.
PO Box 525

Wurtsboro, NY 12790

Captain Peter Goodman ° 888-2544

Town of Cochecton Vol Ambulance
Corps, Inc.

PO Box 4

Lake Huntington, NY 12752
Captain Mike Bruce * 932-8138

Mountaindale Fire Department First
Aid Squad

PO Box 203

Mountaindale, NY 12763

Captain Norman Prentice * 434-3425

Sullivan Paramedicine, Inc.
(MobileMedic)

PO Box 1

Hurleyville, NY 12747

Captain Albee Bockman ° 436-9111

Grahamsville First Aid Squad, Inc.
PO Box 152

Grahamsville, NY 12740

Captain Sean Lewis * 985-2331

PSS T TR TSR TS TSRS S
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Thank you to all our Emergency Service Providers
for being there when we need you!

,ﬂ”“\_\\w__w =
;i l T ,E.._éﬁ.i_:m__‘.‘:;.
to our frontline ‘
workers and famlly busmess LLC — §
emergency <1 lincome tax prepa,ratlon

responders! bookkeepmg servuces kR

Rocky Rhodes, EA Rebecca L. Rhodes, EA
wedotaxes95@gmail.com happytaxes95@gmail.com

200 Mueller Rd., * Cochecton, NY 12726-5132 « voice 845.482.3854 « fax 845.482.5894

100481

We Provide Total

To All Our Fire & Emergency Personnel...

Healthcare Solutions
& Ds

Emergency Care

Get treated,
not seated.

Specialty Services
Digital Diagnostic Imaging
Cardiac Rehabilitation
Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy
And more!

FREE programs to help
you live a healthier life!

@ ERHNY.org

®) 845.647.6400
(?fl @EllenvilleRegional

We Thank You!!!

V% NEW HOLLAND
AGRICULTURE -

EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™

Fosterdale Equipment Corp.
3137 Rt. 17B, Cochecton, NY 12726
845-932-8611 « www.FosterdaleEquipment.com
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Highland Ambulance Service #1363
PO Box 63

Eldred, NY 12732

Captain Tony LaRuffa ¢ 557-8915

Tusten Volunteer Ambulance Service, In¢=
PO Box 34

Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Captain Jason Welton ¢ 252-3336

TaTAS

Work 100% GUARANTEED
Specializing in
COLLISION REPAIR
Spray Booth
Frame Machine

Upper Delaware Ambulance Corps, Inc.
PO Box 258

Hankins, NY 12741

Captain Connor Duffy ¢ 887-6070

Volunteer Ambulance Corps of
Livingston Manor Inc.

PO Box 1

Livingston Manor, NY 12758
Captain Joel Sherwood ¢ 439-4150

Woodbourne Fire Company No. 1, Inc. ;oo &
PO. Box 322 I
Woodbourne, NY 12788

— You Have the Right
Captain Nancy McLain ¢ 434-6763 B KA

TO CHOOSE
YOUR REPAIR SHOP!

3471 Rt. 55, White Lake, NY
845-583-4262

We honor our
community’s
frontline workers
G emergency

111532

YELLOW CABE CO.

“Sullivan County’s Oldest Operating Cab Company”

Thankyou to all « Radio

1st Responders, .
FireEMS-Police. ~ DisPatched

for keeping ¢ 24-Hour Service - (1

us safe! * 7 Days A WeeklL="
ee
A

on the web at www.yellowcabmonticello.com
1 Schroeder Street, Monticello, NY 12701

Thank yow to all owr first responders anod emergency services
for your hard wovk & dedication to owr community!

Mulch ¢ Beach Sand ¢ Decorative Stone ® Bluestone ¢ Field Stone ¢ Cultured Stone
e Landscape Fabric ® Retaining Walls ¢ Patio Pavers
e Cement Block ® Coal ® Wood Pellets ® Grass Seed e Ballfield Clay ® Much More ....

SO !E_“ugmm_;_ Jﬁ}fr/;_# hchoBlg>  mancror m

= 7 o~
L j"f £ .\‘*I-}r"' A
" XA W

responders!

With gratitude for your service,

2 oo || SYIDA Foundation
. S PICK UP OR DELIVERY

WOODBOURNE LANDSCAPE SUPPLY 5858 STATE RT. 42, WOODBOURNE, NY
www.woodbournelandscapesupply.com 11675
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* LAW ENFORCEMENT & POLICE DEPARTMENTS%

Info was current as of March 25, 2023. The phone numbers are direct lines to the Law enforcement agencies. In case of emergency, please dial 911.

NYS State Police % Wurtsboro ¢ 888-2681 * Village of Liberty
Troop F X 2954 ST RT 209 1 159 North Main St.
Counties Served: * Waurtsboro, NY 12790 * Liberty, NY 12754
Greene, Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, : * (845) 292-4422
Ulster + Sullivan County % Chief Steven D’Agata
Major Paul M. DeQuarto - Troop 1 Sheriff’s Office & Jail 1 . .
Commander % 580ld Route 17 x Village of Monticello
55 Crystal Run Road * Monticello, NY 12701 o i/{ Plegsarlllt St.
Middletown, NY 10941 % Jail: 794-7102 + Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 344-5300 * Civil Division: 791-7979 Y (845)794-4422

Sub stations: + Patrol: 794-7100 bl Chief Robert Mir
Liberty * 292-6600 % Michael A. Schiff - Sheriff X Village of Woodridge
5754 ST RT 55 ol . 655 Green Ave
Liberty, NY 12754 + Town and Village Departments Woodridge, NY 12789
Narrowsburg ¢ 252-3212 % Town of Fallsburg X (845) 434-6644

6509 ST RT 97 % 19 Railroad Plaza % Chief John Calvello
Narrowsburg, NY 12764 % POBox2019 %

Roscoe ¢ 607-498-5300 : South Fallsburg, NY 12779 1

c/o SP Liberty, NY 12754 * (845) 434-4422 *

Chief Simmie Williams

JEFFERSONVILLE Dr. Moria L. Norris ;
A—XN I MAL HOSPITA L Dr. Allen Wachter EFFECTIVE, NATURAL RELIEF FOR:

S [ » Headaches, Dizziness
o :

Office Hours by Appointment ==  Neck Pain, Tight Muscles
Mgnt-';ri 332712-59'“ & e Shoulder & Arm Pain
at am-iepm R  Low Back, Hip & Leg Pain
We are a group of dedicated professmnals who strive to pro- =4
vide our patients with the most up-to-date medical, diagnostic,
and surgical procedures in the most state-of-the-art veteri-

89 Schoolhouse Road
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
nary hospital in our area. Our goal is to provide this care
compassionately in a friendly and personal setting.

845-482-5500 Most insurance accepted

Old Fashioned
Doctor Patient Relationship
in warm

Dr. Jorge R. Delgado
« Board Certified Chiropractic Neurologist

* 35 Years of Experience comfortable atmosphere
« Member of the Sullivan and Liberty Chambers

)

YNE COUNTY READY Mlx, |l

CONCRETE COMPANY _

nnnnnnnn

Providing Personalized Chiropractic care for the entire family
in this community for over 28 years.

44 Lanahan Road, and 111 Sullivan Ave, Suite 1-1,

Monticello, NY 12701 Ferndale, NY 12734 Most insurance
accepted

(845) 292-3455 « www.spineinorder.com
- - - -

111331 &
1

379 Grimms Road, Hunesdale, PA 18431 1570.253.4341 | Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hutmall com
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» Roscoe hosting
4
~_county ‘ ra_acje

_ DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTOS
_The Roscoe-Rockland Fire Department
marching as parade hosts in 2018.

BY JOSEPH ABRAHAM

ne of the biggest events in the County
O each year is the Sullivan County Volun-
teer Firefighters Association’s Firemen’s
Parade. This year the Roscoe-Rockland Fire
Department will once again have the honor of
hosting the annual parade, which is slated for
Saturday, September 9.
This marks the second time they are hosting
the event, with the first time being in 2018.
“I'm sure I can speak for all of the members
when I say we are extremely proud to have
been asked to host the Parade again,” said
Roscoe-Rockland Fire Chief Guy Baker. “We
focused on tradition and family last time and
by all accounts the parade was a huge success.
We will be building on the foundation we made
this year and hopefully it will be even better
e/ \ 1 | 1 than the first time.”
| A { b 7 8 The Democrat will have more details to come
n n ' e in September’s parade preview special publi-
Longtime Roscoe-Rockland Fire Department member George Kinne was one of the grand marshals of the  cation.
2018 SCVFA Firemen's Parade.
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*CALENDAR+x OFx EVENTS %

APRIL

Sun., April 2 - Woodbourne FD, French
Toast Breakfast

Sat., April 8 - Roscoe FD Ladies Auxiliary,
Easter Bunny

Sun., April 16 - Claryville FD, Pancake
Breakfast

Sun., April 23 - Hortonville FD, Takeout
Chicken BBQ

Sun., April 30 - Livingston Manor FD,
Pancake Breakfast

MAY

Sun., May 7 - S.C.V.FEA. Memorial Service,
Government Center, 2 p.m.; Forestburgh FD,
Pancake Breakfast

Sun., May 14 - Claryville FD, Mother's Day
Breakfast

Sun., May 21 - Callicoon FD, 1st Annual
Car Show, Youth Center

Sun., May 28 - Beaverkill Valley FD,
Chicken BBQ; Mountaindale FD Pancake
Breakfast

Mon., May 29 - Roscoe FD Ladies Auxiliary
Memorial Day Parade

JUNE

Sat., June 3 - Loch Sheldrake FD, gun Raffle;
Callicoon Center FD, Sportsmen Raffle

Sun., June 4 - Neversink FD, Horseshoe
Tournament; Fallsburg FD, Pancake
Breakfast; Rock Hill FD, AACA Car Show
Sat., June 10 - Livingston Manor FD, Trout
Parade/Chicken BBQ

Sun., June 11 - Callicoon FD, Pancake
Breakfast Tractor Parade 12 PM.

Sat., June 17 - Hurleyville FD, Bass Fishing,
Morningside Park

Sun., June 18 - Claryville FD, Father's Day
Pancake Breakfast

*
*
x
x
x
Y
Y
*
x
x
x
*
*
*
*
x

KENWOOD

»*

: JULY

* Sat., July 1 - Roscoe Ladies Auxiliary,

* Basket Raffle, July 4 Parade/Fair

» Tues., July 4 - Roscoe Ladies Auxiliary,

* Circus

1 Wed., July 5 - Roscoe Ladies Auxiliary,
» Circus

1 Sat., July 8 - Hortonville FD, Golf

»* Tournament

% Sun., July 16 - Rock Hill FD, French Toast
1 Breakfast

* Sat., July 22 - Kenoza Lake FD, Chicken
: BBQ

% Sun., July 23 - Claryville FD, Pancake

* Breakfast

1 Sat., July 29 - Kauneonga Lake FD, Chicken

»* BBQ
*

+ AUGUST

% Sat., August 5 - Fallsburg FD, Chicken BBQ
»* Sat., August 12 - Neversink FD, Chicken
* BBQ
% Sun., August 13 - White Sulphur Springs
* FD, Chicken BBQ
% Sat., August 19 - Hurleyville FD, Bill
» Carlson Golf Outing, Tarry Brae
* Sat., August 25 - Neversink FD, Co-Ed
% Softball
)0» Sat., August 26 - Claryville FD, Open
* House & Craft Fair/Yard Sale; Hortonville FD,
» 89th Field Day/Parade; Neversink FD, Co-Ed
* Softball
% Sun., August 27 - Neversink FD, Co-Ed
* Softball

XXEEXXNNREX

: SEPTEMBER

* Fri., September 8 - Roscoe/Rockland FD,
* Mardi Gras Parade, 6:30 PM

% Sat., September 9 - S.C.V.FA. 94th Annual
* Parade - Roscoe

% sun., September 10 - Rock Hill FD, Jim
* Cavello Golf Outing

* Sun., September 17 - Woodbourne

% FD, Chicken BBQ; Claryville FD, Pancake

* Breakfast

% sat., September 23 - Monticello FD, Gun
»* Raffle

* Sun., September 24 - Neversink FD,

% Horseshoe Tournament

+ OCTOBER

* Sun., Oct. 1 - Callicoon Center FD, Chicken

* BBQ

* Sat., Oct. 14 - Kenoza Lake FD, Roast Beef
Dinner

»* Sun., Oct. 15 - Claryville FD, Pancake

* Breakfast: Monticello FD, Breakfast

% Sat., Oct. 21 - Jeffersonville FD, Roast Beef

* Dinner

1 Sun., Oct. 29 - Roscoe FD, Ladies Auxiliary,

» Designer Bag Bingo; Neversink FD,

* Breakfast; Livingston Manor FD, Pancake

% Breakfast

* Tues., Oct. 31 - Roscoe FD Ladies Auxiliary,

1 Halloween Party; Hurleyville FD, Halloween

* Parade

XXX

: NOVEMBER

* Veteran's Day Parade; Hurleyville FD,

* Pancake Supper; Forestburgh FD, Roast
»* Beef Dinner
* Sun., Nov. 5 - Swan Lake FD, French Toast
» Breakfast
»* Sun., Nov. 12 - Hortonville FD, Breakfast
* Fri., Nov. 24 - Jeffersonville Holiday
» Parade
* Sat., Nov. 25 - Claryville FD, Spaghetti
: Supper; Highland Lake FD, Xmas Trees/
* Wreaths
1 Sun., Nov. 26 - Highland Lake FD, Xmas
% Trees/Wreaths
"’ Wed., Nov. 29 - Claryville FD, Pancake
* * Breakfast
*

: DECEMBER

* Fri., Dec. 1 - Roscoe FD Ladies Auxiliary,

* Tree Lightin

* ghting

% Sat., Dec. 2 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

* Trees/Wreaths

% Sun., Dec. 3 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

’1' Trees/Wreaths; Roscoe Ladies Auxiliary,

* * Winter Craft Fair

% Sat., Dec. 9 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

* Trees/Wreaths

% Sun,, Dec. 10 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

)1» Trees/Wreaths

* Sat., Dec. 16 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

»* Trees/Wreaths

* Sun., Dec. 17 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

% Trees/Wreaths

)1» Sat., Dec. 23 - Highland Lake FD Xmas
* Trees/Wreaths

% Sun., Dec. 24 - Highland Lake FD Xmas

: Trees/Wreaths

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO
French toast breakfast or perhaps pan-
cakes that help support your local emer-
gency services make for a double win.

Authorized Dealer

111712

Thank you to All Our Dedicated First Responders.

Serving Sullivan County
and the
surrounding area
for over 40 years!

x
x
*
*
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
*
x

14906 State Highway 30 Downsville, NY 13755 « 1-800-356-5525
I
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The annual SCVFA
Firemen's Parade
is a wonderful
tribute to some
of the area’s fin-
est each Septem-
ber. The parade
returns on Sept. 9
in Roscoe.

Thank You

Sullivan County
First Responders &
Essential Workers
for all you do for
our communities.

£
The Arc

Greater Hudson Valley
New York

162 E Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

845-796-1350
www.arcghvny.org

Thank You All!
* AMERIGAN
* ELECTRI

LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Don’t get caught with
your power down or
your gas out!

CALL US TODAY FOR AN INCREDIBLE
PRICE ON GENERATOR SERVICE,
INSTALLATION & MONITORING
ON YOUR LP GAS AND YOUR

FINANCING GENERATOR

BLE %
AVAILA All phases of electrical work
Line Extension & Bucket Truck Service
Trusted & Dependable Electrical Contractors for 30+ Years

LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

www.AmericanElectricOnline.com
(845)932-8111 + (845)583-1015
PA (570)251-9990

i See us on Facebook!

QUALITY & PRIDE BACK IN AMERICA

[se]
(=]
<
(o2}
©

J&P PARTY TENT RENTALS
"WE HAVE YOUR PARTY COVERED"

JASON CHEVALIER
(845) 701-1963

PAT MURPHY
(845) 707-3014

90786

P PWAYNE MEMORIAL HOSPITAE

¢ .'Ani?fﬁ?lifu‘e‘qf Wayne Memorial Health System, Inc.
‘ -

" b e
Ch - ’

EMERGENGY

LEVEL IV TRAUMA CENTER
CERTIFIED PRIMARY STROKE CENTER

Thank You

Wayne Memorial Hospital thanks all the ambulance corps
and other first-responders who help us in emergency situations
and life-threatening crises. We especially thank those who
volunteer their services to help keep us well and safe.

HEART & VASCULAR CENTER

A CarpIAC CATHETERIZATION LAB

Visit www.wmh.org for more information.

WAYNE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
601 Park Street, Honesdale PA 18431 ¢ 570-253-8100

96206
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JOSEPH ABRAHAM | DEMOCRAT
The Wurtsboro Fire Department is celebrating a mile-
stone in 2023, having served their community for 125
years. One of the more significant events in recent
history was the building of their new firehouse at 54
Pine Street. Keep an eye out for a story on the history
of the department which will run in our Firemen's
Parade tab this September.

A Very Big “Thank You” to the Mamakating First Aid Squad
& the Wurtsboro Fire Co. who’s celebrating 125 years of service!

61 Sullivan St.
er s PO Box 726

Wourtsboro, NY

12790
GOLLISION CENTER - JFRraeyres

GUARANTEED COLLISION REPAIR

Your Complete Car Care Center
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The Sullivan County Volunteer

Firefighter’s Association Congratulates...

F
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for your

on its on its on its

75th 125t 75th

Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary

SAVE THE DATE:

continued services
and dedication to
our communities!

SCVFA Parade September 9th, 2023 @ 12PM
Hosted by Roscoe Fire Department

IS THERE A—

WE TEACH, WE TRAIN,
WE SERVE TOGETHER

HELP YOUR COMMUNITY

LIN YOU?-

FEED THE FIRE IN YOU...

Volunteer now to make a difference in your community.

The Sullivan County Volunteer Firefighter Association
welcomes you in joining your local fire department to become a part of
the firefighter family and become a part of history and tradition.

For more information on how you can become a volunteer firefighter please contact us at
info@sullivannyfirefighters.org  joinsullivanfire@gmail.com

REWARDS

*  Make lifelong friendships

* Receive tuition reimbursement
from FASNY Higher Education
Learning Plan

e Learn leadership skills

e Obtain new and practical skills
and receive training with
life-saving equipment
and technology
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DEMISESQUICENTENNIAL!

EVERY DAY first responders go beyond the call of duty to: o
help keep our communities safe. We at Formaggio are
grateful for the work they do here in Sullivan Couhty
.where we have been doing business for two decades".W 3
- want to show them what they mean to us for having our
_back. These people are heroes - we. know it
~ acknowledge it. T

a

G

One of the most; im|
Responder is to be re
any point in time. The
any hesitation and c
all be grateful that
lives. Thank you
Every. Day.

no greater gift than selﬂess service
people forget that first responders like firefie
tirelessly to protect us every day. Your co mitment to
our communities never ceases, no matter how tlred you
are, physically or mentally. Thank you for savmg lives
and property. We hope you know how much we love ;
and appreciate you, especially in this year of your
momentous 75th ANNIVERSARY!

FORMAGGIO® HURLEIVILLE,.NY « USA
Formaggio wishes to thank First Responders of all kmds everywhere

111652



