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Emphasizing early literacy skills for student success
STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY  PATRICIO ROBAYO

Roscoe Central School 
District Pre-K Teacher 
Brenda Dahlman says she 
wants to prepare her stu-

dents for success when they are 
starting this new chapter in their 
lives. 

“We are preparing them to read 
and allowing them to develop the 
skills and tools that they need to 
be successful in school and their 
everyday lives,” said Dahlman. 

This includes a language and 
print-rich environment where 
children can experience talking, 
singing, reading, writing, and 
playing.

Pre-K students, according to 
Dahlman, need to develop three 
essential early literacy skills: al-
phabetic knowledge, print aware-
ness, and vocabulary. 

Alphabetic knowledge is know-
ing the letters of the alphabet, 
recognizing them in print, and 
understanding the sounds that 
correspond with each letter.

Furthermore, the students learn 
about print awareness, which is 
understanding how to hold a 
book correctly, turn pages from 
front to back, read from top to 
bottom and left to right, and that 
print on a page has meaning. 

“[We] provide them with a rich 
vocabulary- a variety of books 
and language used, expose them 
to new words, be able to describe 
objects [and] retell story events. 

Pictures help tell the story,” said 
Dahlman.

In addition to early literacy 
skills, Dahlman also focuses on 
developing social and emotional 
skills. 

“A child’s social and emotional 
wellness affects their develop-
ment and learning. So it is very 
important to build connections 
and a trusting relationship with 
my students,” said Dahlman.

Developing social and emo-
tional skills includes teaching 
students how to get along with 
others, develop relationships 
with peers and adults, identify 
and manage their feelings, focus 
their attention on tasks, prob-
lem-solve, and achieve their 
goals, according to Dahlman. 

“In the morning, I greet my stu-
dents at the door with a good 
morning and a smile. Get down 
to their eye level when they are 
talking to me,” said Dahlman.

Dahlman also uses books to 
praise her students and uses it for 
spot interventions and modeling. 

“Students like individual time 
– when I’m working one-on-one 
with students, I always have a 
few students ask when am I going 
to call them over or when am I 
going to work with them,” said 
Dahlman.

Some of the books Dahlman 
uses are …

Sharing- Rainbow Fish – lonely 
and sad with his shiny scales, 

Building a foundation for a 
lifetime of learning is Pre-K Teacher 
Brenda Dahlman’s mission.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10R
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•    Sullivan County’s #1 Garbage 

     & Recycle for Over 30 Years, 

     Same Owner/Operator

•    Competitive Pricing 

     & Superior Service

•    Servicing Local Communities 

     throughout ALL of Sullivan County

KEEP IT 
LOCAL!

Don’t Get Left On the Curb! Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY!
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•    Keeping Jobs and Money 

     in Sullivan County

•    Residential Program... Roll-Offs... 

     Commercial... Special Clean-Ups
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‘A change
will do you 

good ...’

After spending 16 years as 
Roscoe’s Band Director, Kelly 
Bullis was welcoming of the 

change Principal Janice Phillips sug-
gested, with her moving from choir 
to general music. 

“I jumped at the idea,” said Bullis.
“As Sheryl Crow would say, ‘I think 

a change will do you good.’ Not 
only is it a change for me, but it’s 
a change for our students as well,” 
added Bullis. 

She said there was some confusion 
in the beginning, but now Bullis says 
things are settling in and has turned 
into an “atmosphere of fun and ca-
maraderie.”

Bullis said thanks to the help of 
some fantastic teacher aides, the 
transition to teaching younger stu-
dents has been excellent.

“I can’t tell you how much I love 
working with the younger grade lev-
els,” said Bullis. 

She says that joy begins at the start 
of classes when she is greeted by a 
class of fi ve-year-old students who 
are ready to sing and dance. 

“It’s unlike anything I have ever 
experienced,” said Bullis.

Bullis is also part of the Drama 
Club at Roscoe and is the direc-
tor for the upcoming play, Alice’s 
Adventures In Wonderland, an ad-
aptation of C.S.Lewis’ classic tale. It 
will be held in the RCS Auditorium 

At right: Roscoe’s Music 
Teacher, Kelly Bullis, ex-

pands her students’ hori-
zons beyond the recorder 

by exposing them to a 
wide range of musical op-

portunities.

Roscoe’s Music Teacher, 
Kelly Bullis, emphasizes 
the importance of diverse 
musical experiences for 
her students, allowing 
them to develop into life-
long musicians.

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY  PATRICIO ROBAYO
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We’re on a mission to educate students about real 

food and healthy eating habits. Our middle school 
Real Food Education Program is an interactive, 
four-part series that highlights our local food system.  
This school year, 750 Sullivan County students will 
benefit from these free presentations.

Educating young people about real food 

and where it comes from.

• Distinguish between whole and processed foods
• Explore new foods
• Understand the role of nutrition in good health
• Experience the connection between food & farm  
• Build healthy eating habits for a lifetime

Through the 

Family Meal Program 

we’re feeding our 

neighbors who are 

struggling to access 

nutritious food.

One in three Americans 

say they were never taught 

about healthy food options.*

TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT 

THESE PROGRAMS: 

Visit asinglebite.org, call (845) 482-1030 

or email info@asinglebite.org

*The Del Monte 
Foods’ 2020 State 
of Healthy Eating in 
America Study

A Single Bite is a nonprofit organization founded by
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on March 24 and 25 at 7 p.m.
“It’s a beautiful story fi lled with 

laughter and creativity,” said Bullis. 
The play will showcase students 

from grades 3-6 and feature students 
from not only Roscoe but also from 
Livingston Manor.

“At fi rst, I was concerned about 
working with such a young cast, but 
all I can say is, wow! The energy, 
dedication, and focus of the elemen-
tary students are outstanding!” said 
Bullis. 

While Bullis is the director, she is 
not managing the production alone; 
she has Jackie France as the assis-
tant director and volunteers Jacky 
Day, and Laurie Kuehn, who Bullis 
says have been “surprised with the 
professionalism and enthusiasm the 
students have shown thus far.” 

When teaching general music to 
her students, Bullis meets them at 
whatever level they are when they 
come to her class. 

She gave an example if a student 
says they can’t sing, she helps change 
their mindset and way of thinking.

“I would rather they say, ‘I don’t like 
to sing.’ I think there’s a difference,’ 
said Bullis. 

She asks the students if they can ask 
a question and notice how their voice 
pitches change when that happens. 
Doing that is an example of how the 
student learns different techniques 
that can help improve their singing 
or fi nd music that suits their voice. 

“If you can expose students to that 
ability to access their feelings, maybe 
process their feelings with music, 
express themselves with music, that’s 
an integral part of the pie. But it’s 
not any more or less important than 
math and science, social studies or 

P.E. ...without music, you’re not going 
to get a well-rounded [education],” 
added Bullis. 

What is the Pops Concert?
According to Bullis, the Annual 

Pops Concert takes place every 
March as part of the Music in our 
School Month, and she said it’s a 
chance for the Roscoe Music Depart-
ment to “let its hair down.” 

“The Pops Concert exposes stu-
dents to music you might hear on a 
radio station,” said Bullis. 

This year the choir will be perform-
ing with local rock band RUKKUS, 
and they will be playing a medley of 
Fleetwood Mac and Stevie Nicks. 

Furthermore, Bullis said the band 
director, Dr. Brian Kauth, “has quite a 
selection prepared of fun and enter-
taining music as well.”

Bullis says as a music educator in 
Roscoe, she wants to expose the stu-
dents to as many musical opportu-
nities outside of Roscoe as possible. 

“Dr. Kauth and I take the musical 
integrity of our program very seri-
ously, and Roscoe is a diamond in the 
rough for sure, but when you work in 
a small rural district, it’s imperative 
that students go beyond its borders 
to learn and grow.”

And they do this by participat-
ing in the All-County Music Festi-
val, NYSSMA Solos, summer music 
camps, and even the Forestburgh 
Playhouse.

Bullis said, “They receive the atten-
tion and focus of a small school as 
well as the diversity and inclusion of 
larger performing ensembles. These 
opportunities challenge our students 
to learn and grow to be lifelong mu-
sicians.”

Melodious learning: Roscoe 
Elementary School students 
embrace the recorder. 
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As education continues to
evolve, science teachers
must adapt and update
their teaching methods to

meet the changing standards. 
Taso Pantilieris, who has been 

teaching science for 14 years, 
says that while standards have 
changed, the core principles of 
science remain the same. 

He says the emphasis is still on 
teaching students to think criti-
cally and scientifi cally, to question
assumptions, and to learn from
their mistakes. 

While new standards are being
introduced, the focus remains on 
encouraging students to think sci-
entifi cally and critically.

“In science, it’s all about making 
mistakes and then learning from
your mistakes and growing,” said 
Pantilieris. 

Students are encouraged to 
drive their learning rather than 
just receiving information from 
their teachers. 

“Be the captain of their ship, as 
opposed to us being the one steer-
ing,” said Pantilieris. 

Taso Pantilieris, a science 
teacher, wants his students 

to fi nd their voice in the 
fi eld of science.

Below: Looks like someone’s 
been hanging around in the 

Roscoe Science room! 

STORY AND PHOTOS
 BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

Empowering students 
through science
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One of the ways Pantilieris has 
been able to adapt to this chang-
ing landscape of science educa-
tion is through technology. 

With every student having a 
Chromebook, he can take advan-
tage of teachable moments more 
easily. If a student expresses in-
terest in a particular topic, the 
teacher can pivot and delve into 
it more deeply rather than being 
constrained by pre-set materials. 

“It does give you that ability to 
just take advantage of teachable 
moments, a little easier than be-
fore,” said Pantilieris. 

Pantilieris is also involved in a 
parent engagement club that fo-
cuses on dissection. The club was 
created in response to the school’s 
call for more parent involvement, 
and the teacher saw an opportu-
nity to engage parents in the learn-
ing process. 

The club meets once a month 
for four months, and parents and 
students work together to dissect 
various specimens. 

The club has been a success, 
with 16 participants at the last 
meeting, including parents and 

students. 
“It’s really cool. They [parents 

and guardians] get the opportu-
nity to get hands-on with their 
kids,” said Pantilieris Pantilieris. 

For Pantilieris, the emphasis on 
critical thinking in his classes, in-
quiry-based learning, and tech-
nology integration are all key as-
pects of science education. 

By adapting to these changes in 
science education and encourag-
ing engagement from both stu-
dents and parents, teachers can 
create a more dynamic and effec-
tive learning environment for their 
students.

Pantilieris added, “Anytime 
that I’ve really ever experienced 
true learning, you know, it’s been 
where I’ve kind of been able to 
make decisions. And so, with in-
quiry and learning, the goal is to 
give them a problem. Then they 
have to try to fi nd a way to solve it. 
And so they’re ultimately making 
decisions, and when you’re in con-
trol of your own learning, I think 
engagement follows. I think that 
they are motivated if they feel like 
they have a voice.”
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Grants supporting positive change

Rebecca Ackerly, the 
Grants Administrator 
for the Roscoe Central 

School District, says that 
grants support positive op-
portunities at their school. 

Grants bring extra funds 
into the district and help 
support literacy, STEM, cur-
riculum, technology, equip-
ment, materials, and even 
enable the school to provide 
additional staffi ng. 

Furthermore, Ackerly says 
that the grants allow for, 
“Professional development/
training to occur and even 
bring presenters/assem-
blies to increase awareness 
on topics like social/emo-
tional learning, trauma, and 
safety.”

Ackerly, who has been a 
teacher for 20 years, took on 
her current role during the 
height of the pandemic.

Currently, the school dis-
trict is using state title grants 
that have been awarded to-
wards salaries, professional 
development, and training 
along with health and well-
ness, the Pre-K program, 
Special Education and addi-
tional development and pro-
grams for school improve-
ment with a focus on the 
four core content areas, as 
well as health and wellness.

Ackerly added, “The district 
is also the Lead Educational 
Agency for a larger, fi ve-dis-
trict School Climate 
Transformation Grant which 
provides each of the districts 
involved with an additional 
Grant Interventionist.”

The interventionist works 
along with the counseling 
staff in the Roscoe Central 
School District to provide 
extra support when needed. 

Furthermore, the grant will 

be able to provide SEL pro-
grams—Leader in Me, Positive
Action, PBIS— and training in 
SEL along with team building 
experiences, different types of 
therapies, and interventions.

Moreover, any other mate-
rials/programs the districts 
need to help improve the cli-
mate in their schools. 

“There are two school years 
left of this fi ve-year grant,” 
said Ackerly.

Additionally, the district 
is also taking advantage of 
a health and wellness grant 
through Sullivan 180, which 
provides for an outdoor class-
room, a celebration cart, and 
different programs to promote
activity and healthier choices. 

“Without the funding 
through these school grants, 
many of these resources would 
be diffi cult to obtain,” said 
Ackerly.

According to Ackerly, most 
school budgets are fi rm on how 
much they can spend each year 
while keeping the district in 
good fi nancial standing while 
managing the cost to run the 
district. 

“This is what makes school 
grants so important.  Without 
the funding, many resources 
would not be able to be pur-
chased,” added Ackerly.

In fact, the district is looking 
for a grant to help resurface 
the tennis courts on the lower 
athletic fi elds; that way, there 
is a safe space for students, as 
well as the community. 

Ackerly said, “Having addi-
tional funds from grants allows 
for more opportunity to go 
outside the ‘normal’ spending 
in a school and gives the abil-
ity to get resources, programs, 
and materials that may not be
able to be purchased by any 
other means.”

STORY AND PHOTO BY PATRICIO ROBAYO

“Extra funds 
bring positive 

opportunities,” 
says Rebecca Ackerly, 
Grants Administrator 

for Roscoe Central 
School District.
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Best Wishes to the Roscoe School Staff & Students.
Especially, Pamela Carpenter, 

Robert & Emma Buck and Tyler Carpenter
Nancy Buck Sullivan County Treasurer 59
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ANTHONY MORGANO | DEMOCRAT

Roscoe’s varsity boys basketball team is currently 
vying for a Section 9 title. They’re pictured here 

swarming Eldred on the defensive end.
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shared with his friends and felt 
happy.

Ruby Finds a Worry- had a 
worry, tried to ignore it, and it got 
bigger; better to talk to a friend or 
someone, and it helps.

Valentine’s Day- Love Monster 
– a monster who wanted to be 
loved; he wasn’t cute like the oth-
ers, looked all over, decided to go 
back home, and found a friend.

“Students can often relate to 
how the character is feeling to 
their own experiences and ask-
ing meaningful questions for 
benefi cial conversations,” said 
Dahlman.

“When you do good things, you 
feel good; it makes you feel happy. 
It makes others feel happy. So we 
do those. And I also have pup-
pets that go with them,” Dahlman 
added. 

Moreover, Dahlman said that 

the work is on identifying feelings 
and how to manage and control 
them with either breathing ex-
ercises, taking a break, or some 
yoga. 

Dahlman says that effective 
communication and collabora-
tion with parents and families 
are essential to support student 
learning and development. 

Dahlman works with families to 
help them understand how they 
can support their child’s learn-
ing, such as practicing counting, 
reading books and asking ques-
tions, and identifying shapes, col-
ors, and letters. 

But the relationship starts be-
fore the school year starts. 

“Spring before the new school 
year, we have Pre-K registration, 
so I get to meet the families and 
children coming into Pre-K,” she 
said, adding that in the summer, 
she sends out welcome letters 
to the students telling them all 

about what will happen in pre-k. 
When the semester begins, 

“I give the parents a letter with 
ideas to help prepare their child 
for Pre-K (counting, reading 
books/asking questions, practic-
ing fi ne motor skills, recognizing 
their name, shapes, colors, ABC’s, 
hand dominance, etc).”

Weekly newsletters can also be 
an effective tool for keeping fam-
ilies informed about what is hap-
pening in the classroom.

Dahlman uses folders and com-
munication books to keep fami-
lies informed about their child’s 
progress. 

“Each day, I fi ll out the book 
letting the families know a few 
things we worked on for the day 
and how their child’s behavior 
was,” Dahlman said. 

“Important dates and events 
happening go in the folder as 
well,” she said, adding that she 
also encourages parents to ask 

questions or leave notes in the 
communication books and is al-
ways happy to meet with them 
via phone calls, emails, or texts.

Dahlman also welcomes parent 
volunteers in the classroom, in-
viting them to read stories, help 
with crafts, or teach students a 
skill or hobby. 

To make the learning environ-
ment warm and welcoming for 
students, the teacher establishes 
a relationship with each child 
from the beginning of the year. 

“I send home the child informa-
tion sheet asking about them, so 
when I do name tags, etc., I use 
their favorite colors,” Dahlman 
explained.

She also sets rules and expecta-
tions early on, making sure stu-
dents know what is expected of 
them and establishing routines.

“We repeat the schedule and 
follow the routines, allowing time 
for transitions, giving warnings, 

letting them know another ac-
tivity is going to be starting, 
[when it’s] time to clean up,” 
she said.

Dahlman also creates a kid-
friendly environment, with 
toys within reach, labeled 
items, and age-appropriate 
bulletin boards and visual 
supports. 

“I want to make learning 
fun for them because they 
learn through play,” Dahlman 
added. 

“I love that they use their 
imaginations, and I give them 
a chance to be creative.”

Dahlman helps students de-
velop independence and so-
cial skills, encouraging them 
to try new things and to per-
sist even if they encounter ob-
stacles. 

“I tell them you can if you try 
or you can’t yet, but you can 
if you try- just try your best,” 
she said.

LITERACY: Skills for student success

PATRICIO ROBAYO | DEMOCRAT

Pre-K students at Roscoe 
are equipped with the tools 
for success in and outside of 
the classroom.
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Tour our eco-friendly campus • Learn about our championship athletics program

+400 acre scenic campus & trail network • organic farm • diverse & inclusive student body

Over 40+ academic programs including Media Arts, Graphic Design, Theater & Nursing

Discover why we are  
Ranked #1 Community College  

in New York*

Contact an Enrollment Specialist today:  admissions@sunysullivan.edu • 845-434-5750 x4287
Sullivan County Community College • 112 College Road, Loch Sheldrake, NY 12759 • sunysullivan.edu

        Sullivan County high school grads may be eligible to

      Attend SUNY Sullivan with Free Tuition!  
           Reach out to our admissions team for details:

admissions@sunysullivan.edu or 845-434-5750 x4287

Get the full college experience!  
Live on campus in residence halls & townhouses

 
    and registration 

 Instant acceptance with valid high school transcript!
Receive a two-year Presidential Scholars award  

    with a 90+ high school average
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845-434-0511
rollingv.com

Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than 
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive 

carefully – it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbor on a bus nearby! 

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation 

for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

We’re Transporting the Most Precious Cargo
Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.
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