
BY FRED STABBERT III

The Sullivan County Partner-
ship for Economic Develop-
ment has announced that 

Joan and Dan Silna will be honored 
as the 2022 Walter A. Rhulen Award 
recipients at this year’s Annual Meet-
ing on September 29 at Resorts World 
Catskills in Monticello.

Additionally, the Partnership will 
recognize Kelsey Hornicek, a board 
member and active committee 
member, as its Distinguished Service 
Award winner. 

The annual Rhulen Award recog-
nizes an individual or individuals 
for business excellence, community 
commitment, and service to human-
ity.

The Annual Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, September 29 at Resorts 
World Catskills from 5:30 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m. To RSVP or to become a 
sponsor, call 845.794.1110 or email 
Jen Cassaro at cassaro.jen@scpart-
nership.com.

Dan and Joan Silna
The Silnas are no strangers to Sul-

livan County and especially White 
Lake.

In 1944, the Silna family bought a 
house on the corner of Lake St. and 
Route 55 and Dan said, “I have visited 
Sullivan County every summer and 
spent part of every summer for my 
entire life up here.” 

In fact, Dan and Joan actually met 
each other in Sullivan County.

And his 78-year connection to the 
county has been one of caring for the 
community and wanting to make the 
area  a better place.

In the late 2010s, Dan and Joan em-
barked on a project that would help 

transform Sullivan County’s hospital-
ity industry.

They invested tens of millions of 
dollars in the Eldred Preserve, which 
includes The Homestead Restaurant 
and The Bradstan Boutique Hotel.

Combined, the business employs 
nearly 50 full-and-part-time employ-
ees.

“We didn’t do what we did for the 
honor, we did it because we thought 
it was the right thing to do,” Dan 
Silna, who along with wife Joan, were 
very hands-on during the building 

process, said.
Silna added, “Eldred wasn’t my fi rst 

choice, I wanted to do it in White 
Lake. [But] Eldred is the better place 
and Eldred is the right place.”

“The visual of the new Eldred Pre-
serve is very important and mean-
ingful,” he said. “It seems that people 
really enjoy the facility and take ad-
vantage of it.”

Silna said last year The Eldred Pre-
serve got off to a tremendous start 
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Some debtors pay when nudged gently. 
Others respond best to a good stern growl. 
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and maximize revenue.

We rely on your guidance and knowledge of your customers 

and devise a strategy that combines state-of-the-art and 
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To The People:
Where has the summer gone? A 

phrase we have all heard so often 
in our lives that we almost have 
become numb to it. I never paid 
much attention to it.

 For me that is what our 
grandparents talked about. That 
is, how fast the years are going by. 
Now that I am aging it definitely 
resonates with each passing year, 
seemingly going faster and faster. 

This summer was no different. 
It seems the long heat wave kept 
everyone so busy and moving 
that it flew by. And so here we 
are a moment from fall. Yet as we 
approach the final quarter of the 
year there is much to be excited 
about.

Sure, we are bombarded with 
the realities of high gas prices, 
inflation, supply chain woes, lack 
of labor etc., but have you noticed 
something special going on? 

More visitors, more prospects, 
more opportunities, and generally 
more interest. It is palpable. 
Sullivan County is fast becoming 
the place to be.   

From Callicoon to Narrowsburg, 
Livingston Manor to Mountaindale, 
Sullivan County is alive and full 
of energy, I would argue more so 
than prior to the pandemic. Bethel 
Woods was “jamming” and it felt 
like there was a wedding every 
weekend.  

The numbers tell the story also.  
At 11.6% Sullivan County had the 
fastest year over year job growth in 
the region. Unemployment is down 
to 3.2% and we added 3,100 jobs or 

11% in just one 
year. Sure, most 
of the gains 
are jobs being 
refilled, but 
we now have 
over 250 more 

people in the workforce than prior 
to the pandemic, so the growth is 
real despite there not being enough 
people to fill existing jobs.

 Tourism destination 
projects continue to grow 
with the Northgate/Camp 
FIMFO investment, continued 
enhancements at the  Eldred 
Preserve, and Foster Supply 
Hospitality leading the way.  
Kerilands, a once in a lifetime 
conservation resort destination 
project too holds much promise to 
take ecotourism in Sullivan County 
to a whole new level. 

Diversification remains a 
priority as developers have 
secured approvals for a variety 
of light industrial/logistics 
projects with more to come. New 
microbreweries, an organic snack 
producer  and a variety of new 
retail establishments round off 
what has been a busy economic 
development year here at the 
Partnership.  

Truly Sullivan County IS the place 
to be! Wishing you all a wonderful 
fall and yes, the upcoming holiday 
season. 

Sincerely,

Marc Baez
President, 
Sullivan County Partnership
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MONTICELLO – August 
10, 2022 – The Sullivan 

County Partnership for Economic 
Development Partnership will 
officially swear in six members of the 
Sullivan County business community 
to its Board of Directors at this year’s 
Annual Meeting on September 29 at 
Resorts World Catskills.

Those Board Members include:
• Kelsey Hornicek, CIVIX
• Amanda Gesztesi, PayChex
• Brittany Johnson, SERVPRO of 

Orange, Sullivan, and S. Ulster
• Charlotte Van Horn, Tri-State 

Drywall &amp; Acoustical, Inc.
• Gerald Skoda, Skoda Enterprise, 

Inc.
• Steven Vegliante, Fogel and 

Brown, P.C.
The Partnership will also be 

honoring Joan and Dan Silna, with its 
Walter A. Rhulen Award and Kelsey 
Hornicek with its Distinguished 
Service Award respectively.

The board members were formally 

elected to the 2022-2023 Board of 
Directors following a solicitation of 
the Partnership’s entire membership. 
Nine candidates ran for six available 
Board seats. There are a total of 18 
elected private sector members who 
serve on the Board of Directors of the 
Sullivan County Partnership.

The Annual Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, September 29 at 
Resorts World Catskills from 5:30 
p.m. until 8:30 p.m. To RSVP or to 
become a sponsor, call 845.794.1110 
or email Jen Cassaro at cassaro.jen@
scpartnership.com.

Sullivan County Partnership 
elects 2022 Directors to be sworn- 
in at Sept. 29th annual meeting

Credits:
The Sullivan County Democrat 
would like to thank the Sullivan 
County Partnership for Econom-
ic Development for their coop-
eration in this edition, especially 
the Schumacher Systems and 
Schmidt’s articles.
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Summertime in the Sullivan 
Catskills was once again very 

busy. We saw an infl ux of visitors 
seeking fresh air, open spaces, and 
shopping at small, locally owned 
businesses. It was a successful 
summer for our accommodations, 
restaurants, river outfi tters, shops, 
markets, and more. 

This summer we also saw new 
businesses open, and some re-open, 
such as Fort Delaware, which kicked 
off the summer with the popular 

Shad Fest event and expanded hours 
throughout the summer, welcoming 
visitors back into its historic walls. 

Opening their doors this summer 
were Little North Catskills, a kitchen 
and market in Livingston Manor; 
Davidson’s General Store in De 
Bruce; Mason Jar Specialty Food in 
Kauneonga Lake;

 All That Glitters is Old, a curated 
thrift boutique, in Hurleyville; 
Gardner & Co General Store in 
Hortonville; DROOZ + Company, 

a modern-day general store, 
in Livingston Manor; and 
Hampton Inn in Monticello.

In addition, we saw many new 
vacation rentals join the roster. 
We wish them all the best as 
they join our Sullivan Catskills 
community. 

Our social media numbers 
continue to climb. From July 
through August our Facebook 

page saw 680 new page likes with 
over 16,000 engaged users. As of 
August, our Instagram has over 
21,600 followers with an engagement 
rate of 8.87 percent. The industry 
standard for travel and tourism is 
1.85 percent. 

We grew our social and digital 
marketing footprint by adding 
television and over the top 

advertising for the winter, spring, 
and summer, and now we are fi lming 
our fall commercials. And SCVA staff 
are back at trade shows in 2022 and 
adding to the list each week. We are 
preparing for our 2023 Travel Guide, 
which is printed as well as digital.

Earlier this year we introduced an 
Infl uencer Program with our social 
media partner, Awestruck. Since 

A busy summer season BY ISABEL BRAVERMAN
BRAND AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
SULLIVAN CATSKILLS VISITORS ASSOCIATION

PHOTOS BY JERRY COHEN
Shad Fest was held earlier this summer at Fort Delaware in Narrowsburg. The fi rst 
ever event drew a crowd with live music and events held throughout the weekend.

Gardner & Co General Store is one 
of the many businesses that opened 
this summer in Sullivan County. 
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Plan now
for your 
Fall and Winter 
Storage needs.

Design your own 
shed or garage 

with our 3-D Builder 
on our website!

then, we have had fi ve infl uencers 
visit the Sullivan Catskills with 
resounding success. Our members 
have been able to benefi t from this 
resource, as when infl uencers visit 
and afterward they see new followers, 
higher engagement, and they have 
content that can be shared on their 

own social media. All in all, it’s a 
great collaboration. 

We were featured in Forbes as 
one of “The 22 Best Places to Travel 
in the U.S. in 2022”. And Travel + 
Leisure named Narrowsburg as one 
of “The 15 Best U.S. Small Towns for 
a Summer Vacation”.  These are just 
some highlights of the many stories 
and articles that have been written 
spotlighting the Sullivan Catskills 
through our efforts.

As we head into the fall, we think 
this momentum will continue. We are 
the perfect destination for fall foliage, 
as leaf peepers drive down the 
Scenic Byway and stop in our small 
towns along the way. From farmers 
markets to festivals, live music to 
art openings, we look forward to a 
fabulous fall. 

For more information on the 
Sullivan Catskills Visitors Association 
and to become a member, visit www.
sullivancatskills.com or call 845-
747-4449. Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter, and download 
the free app Sullivan Catskills GO. 

The Sullivan Catskills Instagram is a great 
way to showcase our members and the 
area. 
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Businesses join our chamber of 

commerce for several reasons. 

Years ago, it may have been expected; 

just something you did when you 

opened a business and wanted to be in 

good standing in the community. 

But these days it’s more likely a 

business joins because there is a direct 

advantage to them personally. Maybe 

they wanted a ribbon cutting or need 

the advocacy or wanted a marketing 

opportunity that membership allowed 

them.

Yes, there are many reasons to join 

us and tons of benefi ts your business 

can receive from membership. But 

aside from simply writing a check 

and receiving a set of benefi ts, there 

are reasons why you should become 

personally involved with the Sullivan 

County Chamber of Commerce. 

Plus, the chamber extends its benefi ts 

to all of your employees so you can 

use chamber membership benefi ts as 

employee benefi ts. Share this with them 

as well.

4 Reasons to Get Involved with the 
Chamber
   Let’s place the advocacy, marketing, 

advertising, and public relations 

benefi ts of chamber membership on 

the back burner. This article is about 

what the chamber can do for you and 

your employees specifi cally, not the 

business. Yes, the chamber can bring 

more attention to your business, which 

can create more sales opportunities, 

but these benefi ts and this personal 

involvement are things that can help you 

outside of the business.

Education Opportunities
The chamber has a number of 

education opportunities where you 

and your employees can learn about 

important matters for free (or at a very 

low cost). Our topics may include things 

like diversity, how to excel in social 

media, and economic interests in our 

region. They can help you become a 

more well-rounded professional, change 

careers, or get up-to-date on important 

topics in our community and region.

Leadership Experience
The Sullivan County Chamber of 

Commerce offers a lot of opportunities 

to volunteer for different committees 

or events. You may fi nd a volunteer 

position in a subject that interests you 

like women leaders, diversity, workforce 

development, or marketing. Not only can 

4 reasons you need to get involved with the 
Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce today
BY JAIME SCHMEISER, 
PRESIDENT AND CEO
SULLIVAN COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

10
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Over 100 Vehicles In Stock!!
Sullivan County’s biggest little dealership
with the lowest miles in the mountains!

CALL 845-583-5110 OR JUST STOP BY!!!!!!!
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SELL
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954 State Route 17B, Mongaup Valley, NY 12762 • www.sevenxmotorsinc.com
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449 Broadway • P.O. Drawer 1069
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010
Fax 845/796-1040

THE LAW OFFICES OF

Walter Garigliano &
Barbara A. Garigliano

these volunteer positions be added 

to your resume, but volunteering 

could also help you meet people with 

similar interests and help you grow 

your professional network. Speaking 

of…

Networking
Getting involved with the Chamber 

can help you meet more people and 

grow your professional network and 

make friendships. Even if you are not 

comfortable with social gatherings, 

The Chamber has virtual events and 

can make introductions to help you 

stay connected.

Business Expansion and Hidden 
Opportunities

As you grow your network, you 

may learn of additional business 

possibilities that you could add to 

your business or you could use to 

launch a new one. You may learn of 

seed money, grants, SBA funding, or 

private opportunities.

Often business deals get made 

before anything is formally published 

or requested. Being personally 

involved in the Chamber may help 

you be a part of those types of 

discussions and make you aware of 

opportunities before they become 

public. 

The same may be true of the 

hidden job market. A contact may 

tell you they’re looking for someone 

before posting it on a job site, giving 

you the advantage.

Chamber benefi ts for your business 

are amazing. They can really help you 

increase your number of customers 

and get your name out there. But 

those aren’t the only benefi ts. If you 

get involved individually, there are 

many benefi ts to your professional 

growth and career. Plus, those 

benefi ts can be given to all of your 

employees too. That can be a real 

selling point for someone looking for 

a great company culture. 



Sullivan County’s first radio 
station WVOS, known as 
the Voice of Sullivan, began 

broadcasting at 1240 on the AM dial 
on September 26th 1947.

 The station, licensed to Liberty, 
New York, was the county’s only 
radio station for the next 30 years, 

with a companion FM signal added 
in 1964.

One of the station’s biggest news 
scoops was on July 20, 1969, when it 
broke the news that the Woodstock 
Music and Art Fair an Aquarian 
Exposition: 3 Days of Peace & Music 
was going to be held in Bethel, NY.

 According to lore, the radio 
station was tipped off by a waitress 
at a local restaurant where 
Woodstock organizer Michael Lang 
and local farmer Max Yasgur were 
meeting to finalize the deal.

WVOS is mentioned in the feature 
length documentary film Woodstock 
- 3 Days of Peace & Music.

WVOS dropped its music 
programming in 2010, when it was 

rebranded as Spanish-language: 
1240 ESPN Deportes.

 By September 1, 2014, WVOS 
returned to a simulcast of the 
Classic Hits Format that continues 
to date branded as 95.9 VOS-FM.

During the month of September, 
Bold Gold Media and 95.9 VOS FM 
will commemorate this Diamond 
Anniversary with a look back on the 
music and the memories from those 
involved with WVOS through the 
years. 

Morning personality Eddie Wilson 
will have special programming 
throughout the month from 6-10AM 
weekday mornings. 

Everyone in the community is 
invited to go to wvosfm.com and 
share their WVOS memory for a 
chance to win a pair of Season Lawn 

passes to Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts 2023 Season. 

A special WVOS exhibit will open 
on Thursday, September 29 from 
4 to 6PM at the Sullivan County 
Museum in Hurleyville, where staff 
and special guests will celebrate 
during an opening reception. 

The public will be able to visit 
the WVOS Display during regular 
museum hours.
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WVOS celebrates diamond anniversary

DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTO

Back in the day, WVOS scooped the 
local announcment of the Woodstock 
Festival’s imminent arrival in Bethel.



The Community Foundation 
of Orange and Sullivan 
(CFOS) is now accepting 

applications for its 2022 Make 
a Difference grants. The Make a 
Difference Fund was established by 
the leadership of the Community 
Foundation of Orange and Sullivan 
in 2003 to meet emerging needs in 
the areas in which it serves.

This year, grants will be 
distributed to nonprofit 
organizations that provide 
programs and services addressing 
emerging social and emotional 
needs of senior residents and their 
caregivers in Orange and Sullivan 

counties. Grant applications are 
available on the Community 
Foundation website at cfosny.org 
from September 1, to October 31. 
Grantees will be announced in 
December.

 To be considered for a grant, 
organizations must have an annual 
operating budget of $2 million 
or less. The program submitted 
for funding consideration must 
directly impact the improvement 
in quality of life for senior citizens 
and/or their caregivers in Orange 
and Sullivan counties. Two to 
four grants of up to $5,000 will be 
distributed.

For questions or additional 
information, please contact the 
CFOS office at (845) 769-9393 and 
ask for Lisa or by email at lisa@
cfosny.org.
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Community Foundation accepting 
                  applications for funding grants
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Town of Wallkill Boys & Girls Club’s 
Project Triple Club was among the 2021 
Make a Difference grant recipients.
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HISTORY

Craig Schumacher’s construction career 

started soon after he was released from 

the Military in 1969. He worked for AT&T 

as a lineman on outside construction before 

returning to school in 1972 to complete his 

associates degree. While attending college, 

he began painting houses to pay the bills. 

“My wife’s grandfather was a full-time painter 

at the Pines hotel in South Fallsburg and he 

took me under his wing, teaching me and 

helped me to acquire a number of contracts 

I probably wouldn’t have gotten by myself.”  

Painting evolved into patching drywall, 

patching evolved into taping and hanging 

drywall. Business accelerated to the point 

that he couldn’t handle all the work himself, 

so he hired employees and subcontractors 

and it became Schumacher Drywall. The 

business hanged and taped hundreds of 

houses over eighteen years. 

    By 1990 he decided to move on to become 

a commercial and unionized contractor, and 

Schumacher Drywall became Schumacher 

Systems Inc. 

FAMILY 
“I don’t think that either of us had a clue as to 

exactly what I would be doing at the company when 

I started working for my father the Summer of my 

freshman year at Syracuse University, but we had 

faith that I would figure it out and I did,” says Kori 

Allen, Schumacher’s daughter.  “That first Summer, 

I developed a purchase order system utilizing 

database software.  I continued to work for the 

company during school breaks while I pursued my 

education.  During my sophomore year of college, I 

decided to change my major from the medical track 

to construction management. “Her dad officially 

offered her a position at Schumacher Systems 

the semester before graduation and she accepted,  

beginning her career as a project manager for 9 years 

until she took over the accounting department in 

2005.  “I continued to run small projects and as we 

grew our accounting staff, I was able to take on large 

projects again.  I believe that I will always have one 

foot in each department so that I can easily pivot 

and help where needed.” Similarly, her younger 

brother Brett joined the business after high school 

where Craig started him as an apprentice on job 

sites.  He also went on to college for construction 

management and joined the company.

    Both she and her brother agree that one of the 

Schumacher Systems continues to growBuilding for the future:

biggest challenges in owning a family business is that 

there is more pressure to succeed because it’s not just 

the company you can let down but also your family. 

“I feel the same responsibility to my employees and 

their families as well.” Adds Kori.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Reputation Matters!  “When Schumacher Systems 

is hired for a project, we go above and beyond to 

provide first rate service.” Says Kori, “My father was 

a stickler for quality as are Brett and I, as well as our 

foremen.  Quality work and honest business practices 

are a cornerstone of the Schumacher name. 

    Kori feels that there is no substitute for putting 

your nose to the grindstone. “I worry that the next 

generation does not really understand what it takes to 

produce their own success.”

TRANSITION
When COVID struck, Kori and Brett didn’t feel that 

it was a good idea for their father to be out and about 

at the jobsites any longer.  He agreed but quickly 

took it one step further and decided that this was the 

right time to retire.  “I think the timing worked out 

very well.  Brett and I had so much experience under 

our belts that it was an easy transition,” says Kori. 

Craig decided that at almost 70 years of age, it was 

time to retire. “I love my children and am very proud 

of them. I hope for their success in business as well 

as their personal life,” says Craig, “I hope they can 

moderate both. There should be a balance.”

Kori, Brett,  
and Craig  

Schumacher

“Honesty and Integrity are non-negotiable,” adds Brett. “I get to work 
in a great environment with my sister and family around. The people I 
trust most in the world.”

At top left is Kori Schumacher taking 
care of the office.
 
Above a younger Craig Schumacher 
applies his expertise ala high-rise.

Papa Craig and young apprentice, Brett
in earlier days.
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For All Your 
Plumbing 

& Heating Needs
P.O. Box 446

Mongaup Valley, NY 12762
Tel: (845) 583-6595
Fax: (845) 583-4969

Certified NY State 
Pump Installer

Silverman
Mechanical Corp.

369 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
845-794-6639

� Computer Desks
� Desk Chairs, Chairs, Chairs
� Low Volume Printers

& Multifunction 
Black & White & Color

� Laptops
� Desk Computers
� Supply Items

� Kyocera Printers
& Multifunction

Black & White & Color
� Office Furniture
� Computer Supplies
� Office Supplies
� Commercial Vacuums
� Computer Furniture

� Extensive Copy Center
� Authorized Fedex

& UPS Shipping Center
� Extensive Art Supply Shoppe
� All Types of Framing

Commercial Office Specialists:

In Addition:

Home office Specialists:
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and he hopes it continues as the 
hotel continues to gain traction.

“Sullivan County is extremely 
fortunate that Dan and Joan Silna 
have chosen to invest in Sullivan 
County and revive three iconic 
Sullivan Catskills brands,” Sullivan 
County Partnership for Economic 
Development President and CEO 
Mark Baez added. “Their work 
bolsters an accelerating trend 
of high-end investments taking 
place throughout Sullivan County 
highlighting our area as THE place 
to be.”

Kelsey Hornicek
Kelsey Hornicek, who is Deputy 

Project Manager at CIVIX, will be 

AWARDS continued from front page

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Networking is an important part of the 
Partnership’s function and here Kelsey 
Hornicek, third from left, chats with 
some of her business associates at last 
year’s Annual Dinner at Resorts World.
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Investment Advisors
Creating and Preserving Wealth

Philip Coombe III, CFP® • Catherine M. Coombe, CFP® • Lynn McDonald
Offi ce locations:

Main Offi ce:
P.O. Box 333 / 6872 Route 209

Wawarsing, NY 12489

548 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701
Call for appointment

Phone (845) 647-4800 • (800) 4 COOMBE • www.coombebender.com • Email: pcoombe@coombefi nancial.com
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honored with the Distinguished 
Service Award at the Parntership’s 
Annual Dinner.

CIVIX is a public sector services 
fi rm providing administrative, IT, 
grant and resiliency services among 
others, for State, City and local 
governments throughout the United 
States. 

“I feel so humbled the Partnership 
thought of me [for this award],” an 
elated Hornicek said. “I think it is 
important for my generation to make 
a great impression.”

Hornicek said her involvement 
with the Partnership’s Membership 
Committee has been very 
meaningful.

“I focus on who we can bring in 
– either as investors or partners,” 
she said. “We look for businesses 
who to invest in the Partnership to 
help us continue to build economic 
development.”

Hornicek also feels that companies 
need to focus in their employee’s 
involvement with organizations 
outside the workplace.

Hornicek said. “I honestly think 
people want to get involved.

“Employers need to be better at 
getting them involved – include them 
and put money behind them,” she 
said. “Being in the room is immensely 
important.”

“I was lucky. I was raised in a 
restaurant and learned to talk with 
people,” she said. “Not everyone has 
that. I also love the chamber’s Young 
Professionals program – we need 
platforms to learn.”

SC Partnership Board of Directors 
Chairman Randy Resnick said, “This 
past fi scal year Kelsey has been an 
invested member of the Partnership’s 
Membership Committee.

 “She is part of the growth of 
younger and more diverse board 
members that play an active part in 
the mission of the Partnership.”

“Whether she is part of the Board 
of Directors or injecting fresh new 
ideas while as an active member 
of Membership Committee, Kelsey 
has helped the Partnership grow 
and better communicate to better 
serve our members and the general 
business community moving 
forward,” he added.
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Third generation family 
business thrives in Monticello

“I started here sweeping floors 

at 12 or 13 and it’s the first 

real job I ever had.”  A 1995 

Monticello graduate, Chris worked 

every Summer break, Winter break 

until he graduated college in 1999 

and went to work for his father, 

Gary, full time, becoming President 

of Schmidt’s in 2008. “It’s like my 

father had a crystal ball and knew 

what was coming, because navigating 

through the recession was a bigger 

lesson than any classroom or textbook 

could ever teach me. We weren’t 

financially prepared for the recession 

back in 2008 but it was the professor 

of lessons learned for me in business.”  

In 2014 he became majority 

shareholder and owner. “My father 

and I get along great, so we never had 

inner fighting where your siblings get 

involved over who’s in charge etc… my 

brother worked here in the Summers 

and hated it when we were growing 

up, this was not his thing and never 

going to be his thing and that’s OK. 

There’s no sense being nostalgic 

because you’re not doing anybody any 

favors in a job that you don’t love.” 

Like his dad Gary, 
Chris Schmidt knew 
very early on that 
joining the family 
business was in his 
future.

Gary Schmidt of Schmidt’s Wholesale



PROUD MOMENTS
“I’m proud of the work we do here 

and the services we provide.” Chris 

recalls a time that a client didn’t 

have water and their large facility 

had 2,000 people coming the next 

day. “There were certainly no other 

places in Sullivan County, let alone 

in the Hudson Valley, for them to get 

everything they needed to hook up 

a temporary water main.  We were 

sweating it out because the scope 

of what they had to do in such a 

short period of time was huge – they 

probably had to work around the 

clock on a Saturday to get it installed, 

but we provided everything they 

needed, and they didn’t miss a beat. 

Their 2,000 guests the next day had 

water. Things like that really make 

me proud. The things that we can 

accomplish and provide when certain 

natural disasters or weather events or 

emergencies happen and we’re here; 

we can help people out on a local 

level.” 

    The company is also committed 

to giving back to the community.  

“With a lot of our charitable giving 

and volunteer efforts, both my 

father and I are very involved in 

quite a number of projects outside 

of the business and that flexibility 

of owning the business allows us to 

get involved with those community 

things.”

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
“Just be better than yesterday, and 

work really hard”.  Through this 

hard work, the company has been 

able to expand: now selling out as far 

as Rochester and working towards 

getting into the Buffalo market and 

covering more of upstate NY. “You 

don’t have to move fast just don’t 

stop moving” because progress 

happens in little chunks and that’s 

kind of how I like to live.”  

.S.W900  |  W94.57845.
TR150 JEFFERSON S
W WHOLSTSCHMID

, MONTICELL,EET
OMCALE.LES

107, NY 12OL
100792
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Chris Schmidt - President of Schmidt’s Wholesale
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Providing Personalized Chiropractic care for the entire family
in this community for over 25 years.

EFFECTIVE, NATURAL RELIEF FOR:
• Headaches, Dizziness
• Neck Pain, Tight Muscles
• Shoulder & Arm Pain
• Low Back, Hip & Leg Pain

Dr. Jorge R. Delgado
• Board Certified 
 Chiropractic Neurologist
• 30 Years of Experience

Most insurance
& HMOs
accepted(845) 292-3455 • www.spineinorder.com

44 Lanahan Road,
Monticello, NY 12701

111 Sullivan Ave, Suite 1-1,
Ferndale, NY 12734

-and-

Because of the current circumstances with 
the Coronavirus – COVID-19 pandemic 

to ensure your safety and ours 
we are taking every necessary precaution. 
Please take care to keep safe and healthy.

101329

SUNY Sullivan’s  
Health Sciences Program

New York State officials came 
together with SUNY Sullivan leaders 
recently to announce $700,000 in 
Assembly investments to improve 
and expand Health Sciences 
programs at the college. 

On hand for the announcement 
were New York State Assembly 
Speaker Carl E. Heastie, 
Assemblymember Aileen Gunther, 
SUNY Sullivan President Jay 
Quaintance, SUNY Sullivan Nursing 
Director Dr. Chyrise Taylor, and 
SUNY Sullivan Board of Trustees 
Vice Chair and Center for Discovery 
President Dr. Theresa Hamlin. 

The funds will go toward making 
updates to facilities and improving 
access to technologies for the benefit 
of those studying to become certified 
nursing assistants (CNAs), licensed 
practical nurses (LPNs), registered 

nurses (RNs), and respiratory care 
and medical assistants at SUNY 
Sullivan.

“The investments we announced 
today will make critical investments 
in training the next generation of 
nurses and health care professionals, 
improving public safety and 
providing programs for children and 
families,” said Speaker Heastie.

SUNY Sullivan 
offering EMT Courses

SUNY Sullivan is offering an 
Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) Refresher class September 25 
thru December 18, and an EMT Basic 
Course October 3 thru December 18.

SUNY Sullivan’s EMT courses 
provide a hands-on, interactive, 
and engaging learning experience 
through classroom work, skill 

SUNY Sullivan receives state monies;
to invest $9.8 million in energy project

DEREK KIRK  |  DEMOCRAT

Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther joined NYS Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie in 
announcing $700,000 intended for the SUNY Sullivan Health Studies program. Please see ENERGY page 18E
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STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY ISABEL BRAVERMAN

ELDRED — The Eldred

Preserve has officially

opened its doors. The hotel

and restaurant has been in

the works for close to four

years and now the dream

has become a reality. 

Born by the vision of

entrepreneurs Dan and Joan

Silna, the new resort com-

bines three Sullivan County

legacy brands: The Eldred

Preserve, The Bradstan

Country Hotel and The Old

Homestead Restaurant. Local public and elected

officials from all over the

county joined the owners for

an opening celebration and

ribbon cutting ceremony on

Wednesday evening.

“This community has

accepted us very well,” Dan

Silna said. “I am personally

thrilled at the support this

community has given us.”

Hors d'oeuvres were

passed around as the guests

mingled in the lobby of the

hotel, with its grand archi-

tecture and comfortable

Thought for the day:

“The American Flag is the

symbol of our freedom,

national pride and history.”

Mike Fitzpatrick

Deborah M. Gorenflo

Deb.Gorenflo@TimberlandProperties.net

203-940-1540(c)
Real Estate Salesperson

 62 Stewart Ave #5105, Roscoe, NY 12776 88
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COVID-19 Update

• Current Active Cases: 6;

down from 12

• Deaths: 77; same

• In Quarantine: 6; down

from 17

• Total Confirmed Ca ses:

6,651; up from 6,646

• Hospitalized: 1; down 

from 2

• On Ventilation: 0; down 

from 1

• First Dose of Vaccine:

36,557; up from 36,183

• Completed Vaccine:

33,136; up from 32,497

These are the latest numbers from Sul-

livan County Public Health Services as

of presstime on Thursday, July 1.

July 4th

fireworks

festivals

�

&

FRIDAY, JULY 2ND

East Branch Fire Dept. Fire-

men’s Field Days 12 p.m. -

12 a.m. Fireworks both Fri-

day and Saturday nights

at dusk. Saturday 8 a.m. -

12 a.m. Humble (Fire-

men’s) Park, O&W Road,

East Branch. (607) 363-

7751.

Celebrate July 4th at

Roscoe Beer Co. All week-

end. Live music, craft beer,

delicious food. 145 Rock-

land Rd., Roscoe. (607)

290-5002.

Honesdale’s Independence

Day Fireworks 7:45 p.m.

Doug Smith Band, leading

up to the Fireworks Dis-

play at 9:30 p.m. Hones-

dale’s beautiful Central

Park will once again be

the site of the Celebra-

tion. Court Street in front

of the Courthouse will be

filled with food and mer-

chandise vendors. Come

early to claim a nice seat!

Rain-date of Saturday, July

3rd.

SATURDAY, JULY 3RD

July 4th Firemen’s Parade

on Main St. in Narrows-

burg at 3 p.m. A chicken

BBQ (takeout) to follow.

Town of Wallkill 4th of July

Celebration at the Orange

County Fairgrounds, Mid-

dletown. Gates open at

6:30 p.m. Fireworks at

dusk. Food/beverages for

purchase.

118th Annual Narrowsburg

Fireworks, Main Street,

Narrowsburg. 9 p.m. Free

to the public. Rain date:

July 10th.

SUNDAY, JULY 4TH

Town of Liberty 9 - 10 p.m.

Some key vantage points

include the Elks/Municipal

Parking Lots, Elementary

School Field, Lake Street,

Oberfest Street, School

Street, etc. Please join us

in celebrating our Inde-

pendence on the 4th.

Come on Out and Enjoy

the show! Rain Date is

July 5th.

Town of Bethel Fireworks -

at dusk overlooking White

Lake. Free to public. 

Fireworks at the Villa Roma

at dusk. Free to public.

356 Villa Roma Road, Cal-

licoon.

Town of Fallsburg Fire-

works 9:30 p.m. at the

Morningside Park, Hur-

leyville. 

MONDAY, JULY 5TH

Town of Lumberland An-

nual 4th of July Parade.

Starts at 12 p.m. Runs

from Firehouse to Town

Hall. 

YULAN — The fourth local

drowning on the Delaware

River in as many days left

Town of Highland Supervisor

Jeff Haas deeply shaken. He

was one of the Yulan fire-

fighters who performed CPR

on the 28-year-old victim,

identified as Tyre Thomas of

Newark, Delaware, Tuesday

evening at a campground

near Barryville.

“This river doesn’t play

games,” he said. “The recent

deaths have been of young,

able-bodied people who

drowned because they

weren’t wearing PFDs (Per-

sonal Flotation Devices, like

lifejackets).”

“This young guy was 40

yards from shore in no more

than 10 feet of water,” Haas

added. “His brother told me

that he was right behind him

- and then suddenly he was

gone.”

Highland Town Council-

woman Kaitlin Haas was on

the river when several of the

drownings occurred.

“Not one person that I saw

had a lifejacket on,” she

noted.

“The canoe and raft liveries

properly provide PFD equip-

ment, but not everyone

wears them, and people who

just go swimming often don’t

have them with them,” she

explained.

Drownings have happened

in the neighboring town, too.

“It has been a tragic past

few days in the Town of Lum-

berland and the river corri-

dor, reinforcing how danger-

ous the river can be if people

don’t follow the safety

instructions and use the life

jackets provided to them,”

expressed Lumberland Town

Supervisor Jenny Mellan. “I

would like to extend my grat-

itude to all the men and

women of the volunteer fire

departments that have spent

countless hours on the river,

responding to these calls.”

“It’s not a swimming pool,”

stated Sullivan County Legis-

lature Chairman Rob Doher-

ty, whose district includes

the part of Highland where

the latest drowning

occurred. “We want every-

one to come and enjoy the

Delaware, but we also want

them to safely get home after

they’ve had a great time here.

And that means respecting

the danger of the river and

wearing lifejackets.”

According to the Upper

Delaware Council and the

National Park Service,

approximately 70 drownings

have occurred on the

Delaware since 1980 - all of

them with people who were

not wearing PFDs of any

kind.
“It’s disappointing that

year after year of these

tragedies, people still don’t

adhere to the clear safety

precautions that are

explained to them in sig-

nage, through the National

Park Service, and by the liver-

ies,” acknowledged District 2

Legislator Nadia Rajsz, who

represents the Town of Lum-

berland on the Upper

Delaware Council (UDC).

“Water is a wonderful recre-

ational venue, but it is dan-

gerous, and you must wear a

life preserver, enjoy time on

the river with friends, and

avoid taking alcohol or drugs

before getting in to it.”

Rajsz added that this will

be a prime topic at tomor-

row’s (Thursday, July 1’s)

UDC meeting in Narrows-

burg.
“These tragedies are

unnecessary and avoidable.

If people are wearing life-

jackets, this won’t happen,”

she remarked. “I very much

appreciate everything our

EMS and firefighter volun-

teers do at these scenes and

on a daily basis – I just wish

they didn’t have to respond

in the first place.”

“People have got to take

this seriously, and you have

to respect the river. Enjoy it,

but respect it,” said Lumber-

land Supervisor Haas. “The

toll it takes on families,

friends and our first respon-

ders is too high to ignore.”

Local officials, responders

urge everyone to wear 

lifejackets in wake of 

fourth drowning in a week

Eldred Preserve cuts the

ribbon

The Eldred Preserve is open and ready to receive guests. Local officials gathered there on Wednes-

day evening for a ribbon cutting ceremony. See more about the Town of Highland on pages 8-9B.

SULLIVAN COUNTY —

In other tragic case that

occurred on June 27, Port

Jervis Police and members

of the Port Jervis City Fire

Department responded to

a 911 report of a possible

drowning in the Delaware

River in the area of Laurel

Grove Cemetery at a popu-

lar swimming hole called

“Goose Rock”. 

Witnesses reported that

the swimmer was last

observed floating towards

the middle of the river

towards the I-84 Bridge

when the swimmer sub-

merged under water and

never re-surfaced. 

Fire Department divers

were deployed by the Port

Jervis City Fire Depart-

ment, Matamoras Fire

Department, Westfall Fire

Department, Sparrowbush

Fire Department and

Bushkill Fire Department

and conducted a search of

the river for the victim. The

search was suspended

prior to darkness last

evening and fire depart-

ment divers resumed

searching for the victim

this morning with the aid

of search dogs.

At approximately 11:45

a.m. June 28, divers located

the deceased, identified as

a 32-year-old Port Jervis

male, approximately 60

feet from shore in a depth

of 11-12 feet of water.

Police and Fire officials are

withholding the name of

the decedent until family

members are notified. 

An investigation into this

incident is on-going by

Port Jervis City Police

Detectives with the assis-

tance of the Orange Coun-

ty Medical Examiner’s

Office.

Any persons with infor-

mation regarding this inci-

dent can contact Port

Jervis City Police Detective

unit at 845-858-4003.

Another body recovered

from Delaware River
STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY MATT SHORTALL

LOCH SHELDRAKE —

Communication is often

taken for granted in our

modern digital lives. During

an emergency or disaster sit-

uation, however, communi-

cation can quite literally

mean the difference

between life and death. 

Sullivan County residents

are no strangers to floods,

blizzards and other extreme

weather events. When the

internet, phone service and

other forms of modern com-

munication fail, amateur

radio is ready to answer the

call. 
Members of Sullivan

County Amateur Radio

Emergency Communica-

tions (ARES) gathered at

Loch Sheldrake Firemens

Park last Saturday and Sun-

day to participate in the

National Association for

Amateur Radio’s Field Day.  

Using only emergency

power supplies, more than

35,000 Ham radio operators

across the United States and

Canada constructed emer-

gency portable stations in

parks, backyards and public

spaces.

“Today is all about practic-

ing mobile antennas, getting

set up, seeing how far we can

operate and who we can

communicate with,” said

ARES member Michele

Dedrick (call sign KD2LEG).

Volunteer ham radio oper-

ators, such as those at ARES,

can provide backup com-

munications support to the

Sullivan County Office of

Emergency Management,

The American Red Cross, the

Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency (FEMA)

and other agencies working

to save lives during a disas-

ter situation. 

Over the course of the 24-

PLEASE SEE ELDRED, 3A

PLEASE SEE RADIO, 3A

Radio enthusiasts train for  

emergencies

Members of Sullivan County Amateur

Radio Emergency Communications

attempt to signal to a radio repeater

on a satellite orbiting Earth overhead. 

BY ISABEL BRAVERMAN

GRAHAMSVILLE — New

York State Police confirmed

that Tri-Valley Central

School District Superintend-

ent Michael Williams was

arrested for DWI on Friday,

June 25 in the Town of Nev-

ersink. 

According to State Police

Public Information Officer

Steven Nevel, Williams

struck a cable pole and

flipped his vehicle on

Claryville Road. There were

no serious injuries. Police

reported that his BAC was

.16. 
Police say the time of

arrest was 5:45 p.m. and this

was Williams’ first DWI

offense.

He was released on an

appearance ticket return-

able to the Town of Nev-

ersink Court on July 6 at 7:30

p.m.
The incident took place

the day before Tri-Valley’s

graduation, at which

Williams attended and

spoke.

A statement on Tri-Valley’s

website says that Williams

has been placed on adminis-

trative leave pending further

action by the Board of Edu-

Tri-Valley superintendent placed

on leave after DWI arrest

PLEASE SEE DWI, 3A
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ctober is Breast

Cancer Aware-

ness 
Month,

which promotes the impor-

tance of screenings, breast

health education and ad-

vances in treatment. 

Awareness of breast cancer

is so important because one in

eight women in the U.S. will

develop breast cancer in her

lifetime, making it the most

common cancer for women in

the nation.

According to the World

Health Organization, breast

health education and screen-

ing can save up to 37 lives

every day in the U.S.

If breast cancer is detected

early, more treatment options

are available and there’s a bet-

ter chance for survival. A vital

tool in detecting breast cancer

early is 3D mammography,

which is the latest technology

in breast imaging. 

Garnet Health Medical Cen-

ter – Catskills’ Harris Campus

now offers 3D mammography,

also known as 3D tomosyn-

thesis. The entire purchase of

the 3D tomosynthesis equip-

ment was made possible

through funding raised at the

2021 Garnet Health Founda-

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2021
          

          
          

          
          

          
     SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT         

          
     BREAST CANCER AWARENESS    1B

          
          

          
          

          
          

          
          

          
          

          
          

          
          

  www.scdemocratonline.com

O
Garnet Health Medical Center – Catskills’ Harris Campus, is the first healthcare organization to offer 3D mammography in Sullivan

County. Standing in front of this lifesaving technology are, from left, Director of Diagnostic Imaging Donna DeStefano, Mammographer

Carol Ferguson and Diagnostic Imagery Coordinator Natasha Small

Better technology

helps detect 

breast cancer early

PLEASE SEE BETTER, 4B

the BEST PROTECTION is EARLY DETECTION

95
67

9

Assemblywoman

AILEEN GUNTHER

18 Anawana Lake Road

Monticello, NY 12701

845-794-5807

gunthera@nyassembly.gov

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Aileen Gunther

Breast Cancer Awareness is not

just a Month. 

Celebrating those who’ve beat

this disease, sharing strength to

those still fig
hting, and honoring

those who’ve lost the battle.

NEVER GIVE UP HOPE.

Nancy Buck – Sullivan County Treasurer

86
13
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Together We Can Win The Fight!

Walter Garigliano

Barbara A. Garigliano

449 Broadway • P.O. Drawer 1069

Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010

Fax 845/796-1040
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In Loving Memory of

Mary May Schmidt

1949-2
017

Building beautiful, active communities
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Funeral Home

Joseph N. Garlick

(845) 794-7474
388 Broadway, Monticello

(845) 647-7747
186 Canal St., Ellenville

www.josephngarlickfuneralhome.com

56
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practice in simulated scenarios, and 
field experience. Students learn how 
to assess and care for patients at 
the scene of an incident and while 
transporting patients by ambulance 
to the hospital, and how to manage 
respiratory, cardiac, and trauma 
emergencies. Course instructors 
are committed to each student’s 
success, preparing them for the 
NYS Practical and NYS Written 
Certification Exams.

EMTs are in high demand with 
substantial projected job growth for 
the future, so begin your Emergency 
Medical Services career with SUNY 
Sullivan today! For applications and 
more information, contact Bridget 
Schiffer at bschiffer@sunysullivan.
edu or call 845-434-5750, ext. 4242.

SUNY Sullivan to invest $9.8 
million in energy efficiency project

Project Includes Replacing Boilers, 
Geothermal Heat Pumps, and other 
HVAC Infrastructure and Installing 

Energy-Efficient Windows and 
Lighting

SUNY Sullivan is renewing its 
commitment to sustainability 
through a $9.8 million energy 

efficiency and facilities upgrade 
project that will bring significant 
cost savings to Sullivan County 
and cement the college’s status as 
a model green campus in New York 

State.
The energy efficiency project—

which includes replacing the 
campus’s failing 22-year-old 
boilers and 130 geothermal heat 
pumps, installing high-efficiency 
windows, LED lighting, and other 
energy-saving upgrades to campus 
facilities—is being financed and 
implemented by the New York 
Power Authority (NYPA), which will 
be reimbursed by Sullivan County 
with matching funding from New 
York State through SUNY’s Office 
for Capital Facilities Community 
College Capital Program.

When complete, the project will 
result in significant energy and 
cost savings for Sullivan County, 
reducing annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by nearly 400 metric tons 
and strengthening SUNY Sullivan’s 
leadership in environmental 
sustainability and social 
responsibility in the Catskills region 
and across higher education.

ENERGY continued from page 16E

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
SUNY Sullivan Nursing Director Dr. Chyrise Taylor recently spoke at a press confer-
ence to announce its new intiatives and investment in curriculum.
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