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When you think of a 
School Superintendent 
you might think of a per-

son you don’t see much, someone 
in the office answering emails, 
talking on the phone and attend-
ing meetings.

While some of that is true, for 
Sullivan West Superintendent Dr. 
Kathleen Bressler, it’s so much 
more. Dr. Bressler believes in 
communication and face-to-
face communication as much 
as possible, getting out into the 
school and talking with staff and 
students, and classroom ob-
servations with the Principals, 
Director of Student Services, and 
the Director of Technology and 
Human Resources.

“That’s the only way that you 
can really know what’s going on 
and what’s happening is by being 
out there. And honestly that’s the 
best part too,” she expressed, “es-
pecially when you see great things 
happening. I could certainly sit 
in here all day and answer emails 
-that work is always here- but that 
doesn’t compare with being out in 
the schools.”

Dr. Bressler always had an idea 
in her head that she wanted to 
be a Superintendent, and with fe-
male Superintendents being at a 
percentage of 20-25, it became 
a long-term goal. Although the 
timing was a bit sooner than she 
had anticipated, she also knew 
she couldn’t say no.

“Every experience I had led to 
another experience and to an-
other opportunity,” Dr. Bressler 
stated, “and I’ve been excited to 
take on each one and learn to 
make it work. So when this pre-
sented itself I just said okay, let’s 
roll the dice and if it works for my 
family, let’s do it.”

Dr. Bressler officially started 
as Superintendent in July and 
put herself to work right away. 
She said a previous superinten-
dent started a Strategic Planning 
Process, holding an event during 
the summer where people came 

together, filled out surveys, and 
discussed goals. When she be-
came Superintendent she knew 
she wanted to do it too, so she 
reached out to the Board about 
starting that process.

The Strategic Planning Process 
is where you get input from teach-
ers, students, parents, and com-
munity members in the district, 
and put that together to make 
priorities and goals, missions and 
visions.

“If you’re a superintendent you 
really want to make sure you’re 
honoring your district and your 

community,” Dr. Bressler ex-
pressed. “That’s the whole pur-
pose of school, is education but 
also the school’s community, and 
what people want.”

So what Dr. Bressler and the 
Board did first was send out a 
Thought Exchange.

“You send out broad questions 
like what would make Sullivan 
West the best place for education, 
or what is important to you that 
the school district is providing,” 
she explained, “and people not 
only fill in that blank but then it 
asks you to rate other people’s 
thoughts, which I think is really 
great.”

The results show what the com-
munity as a whole thinks is most 
important, and the themes that 
come out of that. The results also 
show where two or more groups of 
people disagree in one area, those 
same groups all agreed in another 
area.

One of those areas was a safe 
environment for the students.

Once the survey was done, they 
then worked with a company 
that helped them lead missions 
and visions, and eventually Dr. 
Bressler was able to have that eve-
ning meeting in the cafeteria, like 
her predecessor with community 
members, parents, and staff.

“How can I be a good superin-
tendent if I don’t know the direc-
tion that the community wants to 
go in?” Dr. Bressler asked. “It was 
a really good timed thing, we were 
all coming out of Covid and ev-
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•    Sullivan County’s #1 Garbage 
     & Recycle for Over 30 Years, 
     Same Owner/Operator
•    Competitive Pricing 
     & Superior Service
•    Servicing Local Communities 
     throughout ALL of Sullivan County

KEEP IT 
LOCAL!

Don’t Get Left On the Curb! Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY!
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•    Keeping Jobs and Money 
     in Sullivan County
•    Residential Program... Roll-Offs... 
     Commercial... Special Clean-Ups
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We’re on a mission to educate students about real 
food and healthy eating habits. Our middle school 
Real Food Education Program is an interactive, 
four-part series that highlights our local food system.  
This school year, 750 Sullivan County students will 
benefit from these free presentations.

Educating young people about real food 
and where it comes from.
• Distinguish between whole and processed foods
• Explore new foods
• Understand the role of nutrition in good health
• Experience the connection between food & farm  
• Build healthy eating habits for a lifetime

Through the 
Family Meal Program 

we’re feeding our 
neighbors who are 

struggling to access 
nutritious food.

One in three Americans 
say they were never taught 

about healthy food options.*

TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT 
THESE PROGRAMS: 

Visit asinglebite.org, call (845) 482-1030 
or email info@asinglebite.org

*The Del Monte 
Foods’ 2020 State 
of Healthy Eating in 
America Study

A Single Bite is a nonprofit organization founded by
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eryone was feeling mixed up and 
out of touch, so it was wonderful 
to hear so many voices and to see 
how many people were really will-
ing to put in the work.”

The Strategic Plan is a 3-5 year 
plan that they will revisit each sum-
mer to see where they are - if goals 
were met, what improvements 
were made - and then another 
thought exchange will be sent out, 
because some topics may no lon-
ger be relevant or there may be a 
new emerging topic they should be 
paying attention to as a district. It’s 
an ever evolving system.

One thing Dr. Bressler really 
loved that came out of it all was 
the mission for students to be en-
gaged, passionate, and contribut-
ing members of the community.

Dr. Bressler believes in being in-
clusive and honoring each stu-
dents pathway, recognizing that 
not every student is going to go 
to a four-year college. Some kids 
might go to SUNY Sullivan while 
figuring out what they want to 
do, some may go to trade school 

or tech school, and some may go 
straight into the workforce and 
pick up classes here and there as 
it fits their schedule.

“There used to be a big push, 
especially when I was growing 
up, that no matter what you had 
to go to college. That’s not every 
student,” Dr. Bressler said, “and 
not going to a four-year college 
doesn’t define if you’re going to ‘be 
something.’ There is a lot of op-
portunity right here in our com-
munities for those who want to be 
here, and there is a lot of opportu-
nity for those who choose to go to 
a four-year college too.”

Having four kids of her own, Dr. 
Bressler, like most in the com-
munity, wants and needs Sullivan 
West to be everything to them. To 
help them find their way, in what-
ever direction they choose.

“We need our kids to be able 
to handle stress, to have com-
mon sense, to be able to survive, 
and to find happiness. And I think 
the community is looking for that 
too,” she concluded.
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Back in July, Dave Eggleton 
returned to the Livingston 
Manor and Roscoe Central 

School District as Director of Ath-
letics and Assistant Principal, leav-
ing the Athletic Director position 
at Sullivan West Central School 
needing to be filled. Luckily, Kurt 
Buddenhagen, a Delaware Valley 
Central School graduate, jumped 
right in.

A Physical Education teacher for 
nearly two decades, Buddenha-
gen was most recently a Phys Ed 
teacher in Liberty Central School 
for six years, and the Athletic Di-
rector of the Monticello Central 
School District for four years.

“I’m a DV kid, so when this posi-
tion opened up it was probably one 
of the few places I could see myself 
leaving Monticello for, that would 
be the right fit for me. It’s close to 
home. I get to see my son and his 
friends, my family,” Mr. Budden-

hagen said. “To me it’s like coming 
full circle.”

Buddenhagen was a sophomore 
in college when the merger be-
tween the Narrowsburg, Delaware 
Valley, and Jeffersonville schools 
was being discussed, and he stated 
that he would often sit in on some 
of the merger meetings when he 
was home from college to see what 
was being discussed and to give 
a bit of input on why the merger 
might be beneficial.

“So now being here, in Sullivan 
West, it brings all of that together,” 
Buddenhagen said.

As the new Athletic Director, Bud-
denhagen also acts as the Direc-
tor of Physical Education and the 
Health & Wellness Team.

“I started here in mid-Septem-
ber,” he stated. “Amanda and Mr. 
Haberli already had things running 
well so it was easy for me to come 
in and keep that going.”

Buddenhagen oversees all the 
sports teams and programs, as well 
as the Elementary’s Physical Edu-
cation Department, ensuring that 
all of the Phys Ed and Health pro-
grams are running according to 
the New York State Department of 
Education curriculum. He and his 
team also work on implementing 
things into the School District that 
promote health and wellness, such 
as yoga classes and a walking club.

“A big part of being a good edu-
cator is to find out what other peo-
ple are interested in and provide 
them the opportunity to take part 
in something that they enjoy and 
hopefully excel in,” Buddenhagen 
said. “As an Athletic Director I try 

to get kids involved 
in the traditional 
sports, but not every 
student is interested 
in that. So we work 
on bringing other 

things to the table too.”
And although Buddenhagen 

doesn’t get to physically teach Phys 
Ed anymore, he still pops his head 
in every now and then to see how 
everything is going, and to see how 
the kids are doing.

“I’ve always been involved in ath-
letics,” he added. “Even when I look 
back at my family, there’s quite a 
few of us who went into Phys Ed 
as a career, and most of our family 
functions there is a competitive 
sport involved at some point,” Bud-
denhagen laughed, “so although I 
sometimes miss teaching or coach-
ing, being an overseer of the pro-
grams is really rewarding because 
you’re a little part of everything.”
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Buddenhagen oversees  
athletics, P.E. & health

Kurt Buddenhagen 
joined the Sullivan 
West School District 
in mid-September, 
but is no stranger 
to the area.
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Assistant Principal of the 
Elementary School, Kevin 
Carbone, sat down with us 

to briefly discuss cyber safety and 
awareness, as well as their new 
spin on literacy.

Carbone will be heading a cou-
ple of workshops aimed at spread-
ing awareness to parents concern-
ing the online world, technology, 
and new platforms while keep-
ing the communication open be-
tween school and home so that 
both parents and students are bet-
ter prepared.

“These aren’t going to be work-
shops to say hey, we know all of 
these things,” said Carbone. “It’s 
a workshop to open up the com-
munication between the school 
and the parents, and hopefully the 
parents will have things to share 
with us as well about things they 
know or have noticed.”

Carbone continued to say that 
online platforms and technology 
such as phones and tablets are 
just a new part of life. It’s different 
than what most adults have grown 
up with, but it’s here to stay at the 
moment, and kids are becoming 
more savvy on the internet and on 
devices because they’re growing 
up with it.

“The reason we want to hold a 
workshop is because technology 
at home bleeds into school, and 
that’s normal,” Carbone said. “So 
we just want to stay connected.”

Literacy
The pandemic and Covid had 

a large effect on what was hap-
pening in classrooms and schools 
across the country, especially in 
reading.

Carbone and the staff at Sullivan 
West Elementary noticed the ef-
fect it had on their own students, 

and so they decided to take a deep 
look at how their kids were learn-
ing to read.

“New research came out about 
the science of reading. How we 
were teaching was working, but 
definitely could have been im-
proved upon,” said Carbone, “so 

we looked into phonics based 
work rather than whole reading 
strategies and picture cues.”

They then partnered with a liter-
acy coach at a BOCES in Putnam, 
Westchester. She came in and 
trained the staff at the Elementary 
school, and worked with them to 
come up with a plan that focused 
solely on phonics and literacy 
work in the mornings.

The school is currently in year 
two of this new plan, which is very 
similar to how it was taught in 
the 80s with Hooked on Phonics, 
and are beginning to go over data 
from last year to help drive their 
instruction and push students 
from where they are, to where they 
think they can get to.

“We’re breaking it down to the 
basics,” said Teacher Danielle 
Meyer, “that letters make sounds 
and when you put those together, 
they make words, and our words 

will eventually make our sen-
tences.”

Meyer said that before, it was 
very much ‘look at the word, look 
at the picture, say it, and memo-
rize it’ where now it’s being bro-
ken down again to why letters do 
what they do together. Students 
are being given the explanations 
so that they can make the connec-
tions in their own minds.

“It really is working. You can see 
when they see new words they’re 
making the connections them-
selves without me even having 
to tell them, and they’re blend-
ing the sounds together,” Meyer 
said. “Now it’s more about actu-
ally knowing and understand-
ing the word, rather than using 
a picture to remember it. Which 
is also a good way to learn, but 
when the pictures get taken away, 
they didn’t have strategies to break 
apart the word. Now they do.”

Meyer continued to say that that 
light bulb moment that people 
always talk about, she’s seeing it 
more and more in her classes, 
and noticing that kids are reading 
more now than years past. She 
said you can see the concentra-
tion and connection happening 
on their faces, and then the excite-
ment when they figure out a word 
by sounding it out.

Both Carbone and Meyer ended 
by saying that reading has really 
come full circle, and that the kids 
have more confidence in what 
they know.
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Asst. Principal talks 
cyber safety, literacy

Teacher Danielle Meyer helps one of her 
students sound out a new word they were 
learning

Danielle Meyers and her students line up 
in the hallway to walk to their next class.

Students concentrate on writing as Teacher Danielle Meyer works with them on the pho-
nics of a different word.
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Tour our eco-friendly campus • Learn about our championship athletics program

+400 acre scenic campus & trail network • organic farm • diverse & inclusive student body

Over 40+ academic programs including Media Arts, Graphic Design, Theater & Nursing

Discover why we are the  
#1 Ranked Community College  

in New York*

Contact an Enrollment Specialist today:  admissions@sunysullivan.edu • toll-free: 800-577-5243
Sullivan County Community College • 112 College Road, Loch Sheldrake, NY 12759 • sunysullivan.edu

        Sullivan County high school grads may be eligible to

      Attend SUNY Sullivan with Free Tuition!**  
           Reach out to our admissions team for details:

admissions@sunysullivan.edu or 845-434-5750 x4287

Get the full college experience!  
Live on campus in residence halls & townhouses

 
    and registration 

 Instant Acceptance with Valid High School Transcript!
Receive a two-year Presidential Scholars award  

    with a 90+ high school average
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Elementary Art Teacher 
Natalie Sauer also runs 
her classroom as a TAB 
studio. An Alumni of 

Sullivan West herself, Sauer re-
ceived her degree in Fine Arts 
and a short time later her Masters 
in Education. She worked with 
Jena Love at the High School be-
fore transitioning last year to the 
Elementary School.

“We transitioned me here to the 
Elementary because we wanted 
to have a foundation of how we 
want the art department to be 
run,” explained Sauer. “We want 
the kids here in Elementary to 
grow up in this studio then move 
to the High School with this 
huge wealth of knowledge of all 

the things that they can do and 
accomplish. Obviously that will 
change as their interests change, 
and their artwork will change 
along with that.”

Like Love, Sauer focuses on the 
TAB philosophy of student voice 
rather than teacher taught. Sauer 
sees nearly 500 kids every week 
from PreK to 6th grade, teaching 
them techniques and mediums, 
how to think like an artist, how to 
problem solve, and how to come 
up with their own ideas. She 
teaches them a variety of medi-
ums from drawing, painting, and 
sculpture to print making, screen 
printing, collage, and fiber arts.

“Before they get to Jena, I really 
focus on making them indepen-
dent, being able to gather sup-
plies on their own, come up with 
their own ideas, put their supplies 

away, etc.,” Sauer stated, “and all 
my kids do that. Four year olds in 
PreK gather their painting sup-
plies, paint themselves, and clean 
up themselves, and they want to 
do it.”

Sauer stated that being a Mom 
herself and fostering the imag-
ination of her kids at home has 
really helped her in fostering the 
imagination of her students too. 
She feels that so much of the ed-
ucation system is to say ‘no, that’s 
not the right answer, this is how 
you’re supposed to do it,’ but in 
her classroom studio, that’s not 
how she teaches. She allows each 
child to drive their own creativity.

Sauer demonstrates or teaches 
something new at the beginning 
of class - like Love does in the 
High School - a new medium 
or a new material, and then the 
kids have the option to either 
stay with her and work on what 
she showed them, or they can 
go to established core centers 
Sauer created in the classroom, 
which are painting, drawing, and 
sculpture. Those core centers are 

where the kids know what to do, 
they know how to get their sup-
plies, and they know what they 
want to work on.

“Every class is different. I meet 
them where they’re at,” explained 
Sauer. “Some classes have full 
range of the studio space and 
then there are other classes where 
they can only use the painting 
materials. A few of the kids will 
ask why can’t we move onto 
sculpture, and that’s because 
they’re 3D artists. Not everyone 
is a 2D artist. So the excitement 
of being able to learn the things 
they’re interested in, pushes them 
through what they have to get 
through in order to get there.”

According to Mrs. Sauer, last 
year was the first time any of the 
kids had experienced a TAB stu-
dio, and the difference between 
last year and this year are like 
night and day. Students come in 
excited and ready to work.

She wants students to realize 
that they’re all artists, and that all 
adults are too. They just have to 
find the medium that they love.

‘Meet them  
where they’re at’
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CLEAN USED CARS & TRUCKS
FULL REPAIR & SERVICE

NYS INSPECTION STATION

Joseph Herbert Proprietor
5065 State Rte 52, PO Box 441, Jeffersonville, NY 12748 • 845-482-4460 • fax 845-482-5516
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CALLICOON SUPPLYINC.

For all your Hardware 
and Building
Supplies . . .

online@callicoonsupply.com 
Rte 17B • Callicoon, NY

845-887-4804

Open 7 Days 
a Week

M-F 7-4:30
Sat 7-12
Sun 8-12
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Elementary 
Art Teacher 
Natalie Sauer 
holds projects 
that some of 
her students 
have inde-
pendently 
worked on.

Students 
created a 

color wheel 
using primary 
colors as the 

foundation.
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Art is essential to 
the human expe-
rience, from the 

way we express our-
selves to the way we per-
ceive the world around 
us, art is a unique and 
personal interaction. So 
it only seems fitting that 
many schools, includ-
ing Sullivan West, are 
moving away from the 
factory-style art class-
room where all 30 kids 

are creating the same project to a 
model that allows each student to 
be unique in their expression.

“It’s called Teaching for Artis-
tic Behavior (TAB),” stated Art 
Teacher Jena Love. “It’s a grass 
roots program, a philosophy of 
teaching art, that a lot of teachers 
have adopted.”

In the last decade or so, TAB has 
become a transformative model 
of teaching art that focuses on 
the creative process over product, 
where the student takes the lead in 
directing their own learning.

“We are a completely choice 
based classroom, so everything 
that I do in here, and in our mid-
dle school art teacher’s classes, it’s 
all the students choice,” explained 
Love. “We introduce skill build-
ing and themes and guide them 
with the resources that they need 
but there’s no ‘we’re all doing this 
project, or we’re doing this one 

specific thing today’. If someone 
wants to paint, they’re painting, if 
someone wants to do clay, they’re 
doing clay.”

Love said that each class is in-
dividualized, playing to each stu-
dent’s strengths and interests, al-
lowing them to have their own 
voice while setting goals and prob-
lem solving on how to achieve 
them.

Love is seen moving from table 
to table, student to student, ex-
plaining brush stroke to someone 
painting, showing hand place-
ment to another on the pottery 
wheel, offering technique advice 
to someone with a hot glue gun, 
and asking others to push a little 
beyond their boundaries.

Studio Art is the first required 
class for high schoolers to take, 
and according to Love, many of 
those students come in feeling 
that the only reason they are in 
there is because they need to be.

“I’ve found that a lot of the kids 
who got put into Studio Art be-
cause they had to be, are surprised 
to find that they do actually like 
art,” expressed Love, “because it’s 
not necessarily what they thought 
art was. Art isn’t just drawing. It’s 
using creative skills and building 
things, planning, and figuring out 
a new way to do something. We 
have students doing things that 
you wouldn’t normally see them 
doing in a traditional art room.”

For Love, Studio Art is the intro-
duction, basic technical skills that 
go into building upon a project. 

Then comes MultiMedia.
“They can take this class as many 

times as they want. They get to 
work on things that they’ve never 
done before or never had the op-
portunity to do,” Love stated. “They 
get into a routine. They know what 
they’re working on, and I’m here 
checking in on them.”

Love has been teaching at Sulli-
van West for the last seven years, 
and has seen the students’ interest 
in art grow substantially in that 
time, with many of them coming 
into class during their free periods 
so they can continue working on a 
project or sit in on a lesson.

“This is rewarding for me, see-
ing how they change and grow as 
artistic individuals,” added Love, 
“and I’m learning and growing 
with them too.”

Her hope is for the other art 
teacher position to become full 
time so that these multimedia 
classes can be offered more often, 
opening up more opportunities 
for the kids to work in a way that is 
parallel to how artists work in the 
larger world.
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Family Dentistry
Dr. Robert Haray, D.D.S.
Damascus Dental Center
1731 Cochecton Turnpike
Damascus, PA
570.224.6700
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Restaurant & Bar

www.PEPPINOSFAMILY.com
31 Main St., Callicoon | 845-887-6767 | Call for Take-out

Italian Cuisine • Catering
Gift Certifi cates

Full Bar • Outdoor Seating
Open M-TH 11am-9:30pm

F-S 11am-10pm
Sun Noon-9pm
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Teaching for artistic expression

Art Teacher Jena Love oversees Madison 
Eisma on the pottery wheel in the back of 
the classroom.

Anna Bernas glues one side of a project 
she’s working on.

Artwork by students is displayed all around 
the school - on lockers and in hallways.
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In larger school districts, en-
tering middle school means 
going to a new building after 
elementary, and then another 

new building for high school. For 
smaller school district Sullivan 
West, middle school simply meant 
moving from the elementary 
school to the big school in Lake 
Huntington.

Two years ago, the decision was 
made to try and develop a mid-
dle school model for the 7th and 
8th graders, as it’s an important 
transition and developmental pe-
riod for students, and sometimes 
a scary and confusing one. Lining 
up single file with your friends in 
class is turned into lockers and 
needing to find your classrooms 
before the bell rings.

“Because it’s a shared building 
with shared staff it took a bit of 
work to implement the model 
and make that separation of 
middle school and high school,” 
said Middle School Guidance 
Counselor Amanda Mall, “but put-
ting in a middle school guidance 
counselor and principal helped, 
and with that, we wanted to really 
try and focus on what being a mid-
dle schooler means - emotionally, 
socially, and academically.”

Mall worked in the elementary 
school building for five years be-

fore moving to the high school, so 
for most of the 7th and 8th grad-
ers, she’s a familiar face, making 
their transition a little more com-
fortable.

One thing they started last year 
was an advisory program, with 
their own spin on it. Advisory is a 
program in which students have a 
designated period everyday where 
they work with particular staff 
members and groups creating a 
strong support system and safety 
net that students need.

“Last year we did a lot of social 
and emotional topics, we worked 
on organization, personal bound-
aries, healthy relationships, and 
we also touched on coping skills,” 
explained Mall. “We did it by grade 
level, so 7th all together and 8th all 
together, then we broke them into 
groups and did activities based on 
whatever topic we were focusing 
on.”

The juniors and seniors from 
the student ambassador program 
also came in to make connections 
with the middle schoolers so that 
in the hallways between classes 
they weren’t just seeing teachers 
as familiar faces but fellow stu-

dents as well. The 11th and 12th 
graders talked to them about time 
management between sports and 
academics, homework, and things 
they find helpful to stay organized.

“This year we’re working to fine 
tune it all now that we got our feet 
wet last year,” Mall stated. “This 
year we’d like to push into study 
halls, so that we can keep them in 
the same groups, with the same 
facilitator, and really foster those 
relationships and allow them to 
always have someone they feel 
comfortable going to.”

Middle school can be a tricky 
time for students as they begin 
to develop their identity separate 
from parents, siblings, and friends 
while pushing boundaries and en-
countering new challenges and 
struggles, so fostering relation-
ships with adults and their peers 
can give students a sense of be-
longing and an offer of guidance.

“And with how classes were 
conducted during Covid and the 
rise of social media, it’s harder for 
them to put a face to an emotion,” 
Mall said, “so it’s important to 
have these interactions and these 
relationships so they can talk and 

have conversations, and handle 
their emotions well.”

Along with the advisory pro-
gram, they also created an awards 
program where teachers send 
in nominations each month for 
unique awards like being artistic, 
being a kind person, being help-
ful, putting a smile on people’s 
faces, being a good friend, or turn-
ing their academics around after a 
bad marking period.

“So after we receive the nomina-
tions, we vote on them, and then 
they’re announced during the 
morning announcements. Each 
student comes down, we take a 
photo and they get a prize. There 
is a bulletin board out in the hall-
way that displays their photo and 
award,” added Mall. “It’s not about 
just giving everyone an award. It’s 
about giving them that intrinsic 
motivation to keep pushing for-
ward.”

Since implementing the middle 
school model, Mall said she has 
already seen a positive change 
in the students and hopes that 
in moving forward, each student 
feels prepared and thrives in their 
ever changing academic setting, 
and that they’re able to manage 
their emotions, their relation-
ships, and their workload in good 
and better ways.
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Celebrating middle schoolers

Middle School 
Guidance Counselor 
Amanda Mall talks 
about the Middle 
School shout out 
board in the hallway.



New music teacher Ali-
son Kramer is bringing 
performance back to the 
Sullivan West Elemen-

tary school. Between teaching cho-
rus, strings, ukulele, bell choir, and 
musicals, there is a lot going on.

“We’re full steam ahead,” Kramer 
laughed.

Kramer’s classes are all perfor-
mance based, involving instru-
ments, singing, and even set pro-
duction.

After mentioning doing a musical 
during 4th and 5th grade classes, 
she said the kids were overwhelm-
ingly excited and so she pushed 
ahead with it.

“The kids are involved in helping 
create the sets for the musical, so 
they drew and painted the back-
drops and props. They’re really into 
it,” said Kramer holding up colored 
paper surfboards they recently cre-
ated for their first upcoming musi-
cal Rock and Roll.

They’ll also be performing in 
another musical about keeping 
our planet green and honoring 
the Earth, called ‘My Planet, Your 
Planet.’ Kramer is even bringing 
sign language into the students’ 

performances, which she teaches 
them one word at a time.

“I’m really excited because these 
kids are really talented, and they 
are just absorbing everything that 
we’re doing. I’m hoping that every-
one will watch these musicals, and 
be excited about what’s to come 
next,” she said, “and hopefully that 
will feed into the choral program.”

Another thing Kramer has 
brought in is learning to play the 

Ukulele. She received a grant for 
Ukuleles and has created a sequen-
tial program from the 4th to 6th 
grades. Fourth grade learns mel-
odies, fifth grade learns specific 
chords, and sixth grade will be cre-
ating their own music.

Kramer recently put in for a sec-
ond grant to get the other half of 
the Ukuleles that they need.

“Right now we have just enough 
that every other student is sharing, 
which is okay, but I’d really like to 
get the 6th grade program under 
way because they’ll be learning 
chord progressions and songs. I’d 
love to put a performance together 
at the end of the year,” she said with 
a smile.

According to Kramer, Ukulele is 
a great teaching tool because chil-
dren who struggle with fine motor 
skills can play simple one note mel-
odies, while kids who have more 
experience can play the compli-
cated four note chords.

“I struggle with the Ukulele some-
times just like the students do, and 
I think that makes it more attain-
able to them,” she laughed.

Kramer’s biggest goal for the kids 
is not just to bring performance 

to what they do, but to build their 
confidence in it, and to be a part of 
the work that goes into what peo-
ple come to see.
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‘Full steam 
ahead’ with 

music 
performance

Music Teacher Alison Kramer holds up surf 
boards drawn and painted by the kids.

Students helped create the 
backdrops that will be used for 

the Rock and Roll musical.
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845-434-0511
rollingv.com

Rolling V drivers are responsible for the safe and reliable transportation of more than 
7,000 school children annually. School is back in session, so please remember to drive 

carefully – it could be your child, a loved one or a neighbor on a bus nearby! 

To learn more about our commitment to providing safe transportation 

for the children in our community, visit rolling.com/parent-portal

To join our winning team, visit rolling.com/recruitment

We’re Transporting the Most Precious Cargo
Our drivers go above and beyond when it comes to our passengers’ safety.
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