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2. 
MLS

6158248
Hankins

Chalet

1.
MLS

6178597
Schumacher

Rd
Barryville
Two Story

3. 
MLS 

6155957
Spielman Rd.
Jeffersonville

Contemporary
two story

4. 
MLS 

6140752
Old Loomis

Road
Liberty

Craftsman

8. 
MLS 

6144402
Bethlehem

Rd.
Callicoon

Center
Farmhouse

5. 
MLS 

6150066
Budd Road

Woodbourne
Ranch

3 BR/ 2 BA
Acres: .44
Sold For: $130,000
Property Tax: $4500
Square Footage: 1764 
Build: 1959

Listed By: Gibson McKean,
Gibson McKean Inc. 
Sold By: Gibson McKean,
Gibson McKean Inc,

2 BR / 1 BA
Acres: 5.5 acre
Sold For: $229,000
Property Tax: $2800
Square Footage: 1000
Built: 1978

Listed By: 
Rosemarie DeCristofaro,
Callicoon Real Estate
Sold By: 
Megan Kinealy-Hill,
Country House Realty Inc.   

Acres: 2.03
Sold For: $259,000
Property Tax: $8400
Square Footage: 2188
Built: 1989
Listed By: Warren

Blumenthal, Catskill Sales
Associates, Inc
Sold By: Loretta Wolf,
Diane C. Butler

4 BR / 3 BA 
Acres: 5.43
Sold For: $651,000
Property Tax: $10,780
Square Footage: 1977
Built: 2006

Listed By: Joseph Freda,
Matthew J. Freda Real
Estate  
Sold By: Lynn Freda,
Matthew J. Freda Real
Estate 

3 BR / 2 BA
Acres: 5.10
Sold For: $375,000
Property Tax: $9550
Square Footage: 2392
Built: 1993

Listed By: Patrice Greco,
The Sunshine Group Real
Estate Corp.
Sold By: Non SC Board
Member

3BR / 4 BA
Acres: 2.11
Sold For: $765,000
Property Tax: $11,926
Square Footage: 2676
Built: 1997

Listed By: Diane Silver,
Keller Williams Hudson
Valley
Sold By: 
Jill Halpern-Steingart,
Rieber Realty Inc,

4 BR / 2 BA
Acres: 2.07
Sold For: $300,000
Property Tax: $8000
Square Footage: 2350
Built: 1910

Listed By: Caroline Akt,
Caroline Akt Realty
Sold By: Dorian Jennings,
Elliot & Pomeroy, Inc.

4 BR 4 BA
Acres: 27.10
Sold For: 1,270,000
Property Tax: $11,500
Square Footage: 3414
Built: 1885

Listed By: Joseph Freda,
Matthew J. Freda Real
Estate 
Sold By: Eric Freeland,
County House Realty Inc.

Recent Home Sales

6. 
MLS 

6162543
Buck Brook Rd

Roscoe
Contemporary 

7. 
MLS 6134221

Deforest Rd
South

Fallsburg
Contemporary

“The Catskill Renaissance”

We want to be a part of it.

(845) 452-8444 • www.fairviewhearthside.com

99893

Top distributor of

Fireplaces
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BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Callicoon resident and devel-
oper Irene Nickolai recently
launched the boutique real

estate firm theupstatebroker.com –
where she is both owner and lead
broker - on Upper Main Street in
Callicoon, located in the Historic
Boarding House she had restored
adjacent to the infamous Western
Hotel. Representing both residential
and commercial properties she
brings a roster of professional pho-
tographers to provide the best interi-
or and aerial images that highlight
each of the properties she repre-
sents.

Her newest listing hitting the mar-
ket in early June, is a Country
Farmhouse located on ten lush acres
in the town of Cochecton.
Surrounded by fruit trees and hay

fields, this country estate is its own
little slice of paradise with sweeping
views, rolling lawns and mature
trees. A beautifully detailed wrap-
around porch connects to a gazebo
and back deck, offering incredible
country vistas and a place to sit to
enjoy evening sunsets with a tea or

cocktail in hand.
Full of upgrades the main house

features 25 foot ceilings with floor to
ceiling windows, a 2 story stone fire-
place with multiple seating, dining
and entertainment areas including a
baby grand piano. 

A dramatic staircase leads to the

oversized master bedroom with
magnificent sunrise and sunset
views, complete with walk-in closet,
a steam shower and max air soaking
tub! The fully renovated kitchen is
modern and sleek with lots of cabi-
net space, marble countertops, Wolf
cooktop, DCS Range, radiant floor-
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Cochecton farmhouse
and more

M-F 8:30am-5pm, 
Sat 9:00am-5pm, Sun closed

MICHAELSAPPLIANCE.COM

92684



CALLICOON NY 12723
845-887-9017

The 3,650 sqft building on 2 acres includes ample
parking in the front, side and back of the building
for 140 + cars! MLS#:6111685

MONTICELLO, NY 12701 • MLS#:6166931
One of the most highly traveled, visible to traffic, lots,
in Sullivan County. Over 300 ft of frontage on the road
with over 3000 cars passing by each day. 2 acres
with 1 commercial building and 1 residential building
with parking for over 20 cars.

MONTICELLO 
COLLISION CENTER  

107 JEFFERSON ST

AUTO REPAIR SHOP WITH 1.8 ACRE LOT 

Friday & Saturday 12-10pm
Sunday 12-9pm  |  Monday 12-8pm

T: 845.887.9871
22 Upper Main Street, Callicoon, NY 12723

westerncallicoon.com

$595,000 

$995,000 10
20

43GET YOUR
HOME SOLD
20+ Years Exp in NYC with Douglass Elliman
Pricing + Sales & Marketing Strategy
Professional Real Estate Photography

ing and stainless steel appliances.
The center island is perfect for
morning breakfasts with the kids or
evening entertainment with friends.

The property has plenty of other
out-buildings according to Nickolai,
such as the two story six-car garage
and carriage house. Three horse
paddocks with electric fencing, a
potting shed and a large fenced in
veggie garden, This is a paradise for
anyone who loves to get their hands
in the earth to plant, grow, and har-
vest.

The Estate has easily become one
of Nickolai’s most loved properties

amidst an impressive selection of
what she now represents in Sullivan
County. A 20-year veteran of the Real
Estate Industry, Nickolai was the
founding broker for Douglas Elliman
Commercial Division leading the
award winning Nickolai team, as
well as having been featured in
some of the top industry publica-
tions from the Real Deal to Curbed,
Real Estate Weekly, Brick
Underground and many more.

After relocating from New York
City to Callicoon, Nickolai became
ensconced in the community pro-
ducing hamlet wide events such as

the Callicoon ArtWalk, Dickens on
the Delaware, and the Callicoon
Country Fair, while also having a
heavy hand in the rehabilitation of
one of Callicoon’s centerpieces - The
Callicoon Depot. A two-term presi-
dent of the Callicoon Business
Association she is currently the
executive director of I Love
Callicoon, Inc which recently pro-
duced the Callicoon Porch Fest
Music Festival celebrating the 50th
anniversary of Woodstock.

Her passion for Callicoon and
knowledge of the surrounding
Catskills has brought Nickolai back

to what she does best - matching
buyers and sellers in the area that
she now calls home.

Some of her more recent sales
include various homes in Lake
Huntington, Hancock, North Branch
and Callicoon to a 68-acre farm in
Jeffersonville, 42 acres in Wurtsboro
and most notably an 3 property
assemblage on Restaurant Row on
Kauneonga Lake in Bethel, NY.

For more information about this
Cochecton Estate or to view other
properties Nickolai and her team
represent, you can visit theupstate-
broker.com or call 845-887-9017.
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This lovely farm-
house is as beauti-
ful inside as it is
outside with a
wraparound porch
for sunrises and
sunsets, a sleek
modern kitchen for
entertaining, and a
soaking tub in the
main bathroom
with a view - it’s
own paradise.
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WAYNE COUNTY READY MIX, INC.CONCRETE COMPANY

CONCRETE • MASONRY SUPPLIES
Retaining Wall Blocks • Concrete Pump Services

379 Grimms Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 | 570.253.4341  |  Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hotmail.com

60
09

7

(845) 583-5733 / (800) 858-SOOT

•  CHIMNEYS BUILT
•  CLEANED
•  CAPPED
•  REPAIRED
•  RELINED
•  DAMPERS INSTALLED

•  WATERPROOFING
•  NFPA MEMBER
•  STOVES INSTALLED
•  CONCEALED 
   INSTALLATIONS ON 
   NEW STRUCTURES

96
57

8

Mary & Devin
Wallgren

Building Traditions
Specializing in Kitchens and Baths

Linda Lee Babicz
845-482-2021

SHOWROOM LOCATION
4886 State Route 52,    Jeffersonville, NY 12748

buildingtraditions1@gmail.com Like us on Facebook @ Building Traditions

82
40

4

Ben Knight

BLOOMING GREEN
LAWN SERVICE

Over 25 years of Custom Lawn Service
If it grows by day, have it cut by Knight

Spring & Fall Clean-ups / Firewood Available
Neversink, NY • (845) 985-0516 • www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com

10
04

47

Complete 
Installation 
By Trained 
Technicians

• All Types of Maintenance Free 
Vinyl Fence

• Chain Link - Galvanized or Vinyl Covered
• Decorative  Aluminum Fences

• Wrought Iron Fences & Gates
• Railings
• Custom Wood 
• Paddock Fencing

COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FENCE

386-1161 or
791-4311
19 Borden St. • Otisville, NY 10963        www.ketchamfence.com

• Dog Kennels
• Tennis Court Enclosures
• Swimming Pool Enclosures
• Electric Gate Openers

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

KETCHAM
FENCING INC.

16
51

3

Established
1967
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DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR REMODELING YOUR WEEKEND HOME

4887 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484

catskill-home.com | alan@catskill-home.com

New locations at:
(845) 288-2650

4887 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484

catskill-concierge.com | alan@catskill-concierge.com

New locations at:
(845) 288-2650

TREATED LUMBER... PLYWOOD... PANELING... INSULATION... 
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MOLDING... FRAMING LUMBER... PAINT... HARDWARE... TOOLS...

64
09

0Sat. 8 am-3 pm (Labor Day - Memorial Day)

8 am-5 pm (Memorial Day - Labor Day)

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

Seamless Gutters • Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Washing • Junk Removal

Servicing Sullivan County

631-741-3029
Senior/Veteran Discounts | Licensed & Insured

91
04
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It is almost once again the sea-
son for starting up that outdoor
landscaping idea, filling in pot-

holes on your dirt back road left
agape from Winter’s travels, tidying
up the disheveled driveway, and
other construction projects that
require state-approved, quality
aggregate products. 

When choosing a business to
purchase these necessary products
from, look no further than the
bluestone quarry at Jen Rutledge
Materials! 

After all, a driveway is the begin-
ning of the path leading home, so
allow Jen Rutledge Materials to be
your sourse of products to con-
struct that perfect route.

A proud, locally and women-
owned business, Jen Rutledge
Materials produces state-approved,
quality aggregate products for sur-
rounding area businesses, munici-
palities and townships, and prop-
erty owners.

Owner and operator Jennifer
Rutledge, along with her experi-
enced excavating crew, offers fresh-
ly excavated crushed aggregate
products for your next big (or
small) outdoor project.

“We take pride in selling our
products, and have amazing hard-
working employees who take pride
in their work,” Rutledge said.

“It’s rewarding at the end of the
day seeing our products all around
the county and the area.”

Don’t let your dreams to renew
that unfinished driveway with
quality, local products speed away!
The busy season at Jen Rutledge
Materials is just getting started,

and they are ready for you!
Rutledge says being busy can be

tough, but that she and her team
have the experience and skill to
keep up.

Originally a division of Rutledge
Excavating Inc., Jen Rutledge
Materials now is proudly inde-
pendently owned and operated.

Support local, women-owned
business and join the many cus-
tomers around the area who are

taking advantage of the deals pro-
vided by Jen Rutledge Materials
and starting on their dream proj-
ects this season.

The ideas for projects are endless
when using quality products, but
you wont have to drive endlessly to
acquire what you need. With the
quarry located at 2434 Hancock
Highway, Equinunk, PA 18417, the
quality, local products customers
need is a stone's throw away! Find
the quarry between Rileyville and
Lookout, with easy on/easy off
access on Route 191.

Some of those products available
for purchase include sand, blue-
stone, gravel, anti-skid, 2A
Modified, #57/2B Stone, AASHTO
#1, AASHTO #3, Rip Rap (all sizes),
and many more aggregate-based
products. 

For pricing, questions, and sug-
gestions, call the Jen Rutledge
Materials team at (570) 224-4720 or
visit their website page at www.rut-
ledgeexcavating.com/quarry.

Don’t wait! Get the materials to
build your perfect path home, and
any other project on your mind,
with the help of Jen Rutledge
Materials.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

When the driveway is what leads to home, you need quality products from Jen
Rutledge Materials to make it so.

A home in the country 
begins with the driveway

STORY BY DEREK KIRK

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO
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GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
845-649-1720/Dawn cell

845-649-1228/Bill cell
Payneteam315@gmail.com

www.PayneteamRE.com

If you’re thinking of buying or selling,
there’s no better time than now!

26 Lake Drive
Highland Lake NY

12743
$845,000

A deep, gin clear, non-motorboat,
spring fed glacial lake, the water
is often reported to be rejuvenat-
ing and healing. With a white sand
bottom, Lake DeVenoge is one of
the most pristine you will find at a
close distance to NYC. 121 Kara Lane, Shohola, PA 18458

$699,000
3 bedroom, 2 bath home with phenomenal views of the river
views and 7 person hot tub overlooking the river! The perfect
getaway! The entire home is custom and is everything you've
been looking for!

286 Lakeview
Drive Road

Highland Lake
NY 12743

$1,400,000
It’s been said that home is
the nicest word there is,
and this home is sure to
make you feel that way.
With 100% new construc-
tion, overlooking the allur-
ing and expansive Highland
lake, no detail was spared
in creating a rich space of
enjoyment and luxury.

3438 State Route 97, Barryville, NY 12719
$1,750,000

Turnkey restaurant located in the heart of Barryville. Equipped
with full kitchen and two pizza ovens, and both indoor and out-
door seating options. Call today.10

13
54

101060
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30 MATTRESSES ON DISPLAY
SLEEP BETTER TONIGHT!!!!

OPEN 7 DAYS
www.majekfurniture.com

58
57

7

FURNITURE
FOR EVERY

ROOM
IN YOUR HOME!

MONTICELLO
312 EAST BROADWAY

(ACROSS FROM ALDI’S)

(845) 796-4800

We are open to assist you by phone 
and text at 796-1500, email, and online at mbagency.com

67 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701 • (845) 796-1500 • info@mbagency.com

Personal coverage
• Automobile
• Homeowners
• Umbrella Policy

Business coverage
• Business automobile
• Package policies
• Workers’ compensation

96
16

5
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Thank you for voting us the Thank you for voting us the 
Best Home Builder/Contractor!Best Home Builder/Contractor!

101438

“We’re family owned and operated, 
so when you work with us, 

you’re working with us.”

1 Eagle Court, Sparrow Bush, NY 12780
Phone: (845) 856-7951 • Fax: (845) 856-0831

martellbuilders@gmail.com



E
ach year thousands travel to this side of the world to enjoy the

Delaware River, which at approximately 330 miles long, runs

through five states.

In 2020, American Rivers, an environmental advocacy group, choose

the Delaware as their River of the Year.

Many journey a great distance to enjoy river’s bounty, but imagine not

having to travel far at all in order to enjoy it. 

With this home, located on 2587 River Road in Damascus, PA, that isn’t

a mere thought, but rather a reality.

The house is a gem for anyone who appreciates the classic American

style in which it was built. The charm of the front porch, alone, is like

something from “It’s a Wonderful Life”.

The well-maintained 1,200-square foot three-bedroom, two-bath-

room home boasts views of the river from the front porch and two of its

three bedrooms.
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The darling on
the Delaware

BY JOSEPH ABRAHAM

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14H

OUTDOOR PHOTOS BY SEAN KUHN. INDOOR IMAGES CONTRIBUTED.

Enjoy a view of the Delaware River, with the hamlet of Callicoon
waiting to be explored in the distance. The livingroom window lets
in a lot of light and also takes advantage of the view seen below.



But according to Callicoon Real
Estate LLC’s Rosie DeCristofaro, the
river views aren’t even the best part.

“It’s the location,” she says. “You
can walk to Callicoon.”

The charming river hamlet, only a
short walk from this home, has a
grocery store, shopping, restaurants
and several places to have a cock-
tail or other locally made spirits. 

Not only is all of this in close
proximity, but it also comes at
much lower cost.

“You have Pennsylvania taxes
with all the New York advantages,”
said DeCristofaro. “[Callicoon is]
just a walk across the bridge away.” 

If you enjoy going for a swim or
kayaking, you’re in luck, as the
home is less than a quarter mile
away from a public access point.

On days when you’d rather relax
at home instead of exploring the
Callicoon social scene, sit by the
backyard pond and enjoy the out-
doors or take a trip to the
“Boathouse,” as the current owners
call it.

Formerly a garage, the
“Boathouse,” with a now tiled floor,
is a great place to unwind if you
want to step out of the house and
read a book. It can also be a play-
room for kids. 

The home’s large unfinished attic,
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12HCONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Head up the front
porch steps and

pay this Damascus
home, located on

River Road, a visit.
Once inside you’ll

fall in love with its
classic American

style and charming
kitchen. The future

homeowner has
the world at their

finger tips when it
comes to the unfin-

ished attic. From
more guest rooms

to an at-home
office space, the
possibilities are
endless. After a

long day’s work,
relax with a bath.
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ROYAL FURNITURE
GET MORE FOR LESS!

NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE

10% 

15%

OFF
STOREWIDE**

OFF $3,999 OR HIGHER
This discount is for sets only and may not be combined with other sales or promotions. Expires May 31, 2022.

48
MONTHS 
NO-INTEREST 
FINANCING

Expires May 31, 2022.

**This discount is for sets only and may not be combined with other 
sales or promotions. In stock sets only. Expires May 31, 2022. OR

THREE 

LEVELS OF 

FURNITURE

HUGESELECTION IN STOCK

CHOOSE/ORDER 
YOUR COLOR

$51/MONTH

$138/MonthBASED ON 48-MONTH, NO-INTEREST FINANCING

Sofa Only. Based On 
12-Month, No-Interest 
Financing.

ROYAL FURNITURE OF PORT JERVIS, NY
128 PIKE STREET PORT JERVIS, NY 845-856-4474 - WWW.ROYALDELIVERS.COM

10
19

45

with three rooms, also has great
potential. Build another bathroom
or create a couple of guest rooms to
entertain friends and family who
come for a visit. 

Other possibilities include creat-
ing a home office, kids’ playroom or
entertainment area.

The attic, in addition to several
other rooms within single family
house, boast gorgeous hardwood
floors.

As previously mentioned, there
are two bathrooms, the largest of
which is upstairs and includes a
tub, providing a soothing escape
from life’s responsibilities. 

This Damascus home offers great
flexibility. It can serve as your year-
round residence or a country retreat
from the busy hustle and bustle of
city life.

At the end of the day, it’s the total
package.

As DeCristofaro explains, “You can
sit on your porch, see the river and
see Callicoon ... how much better
can it get.”

For more info about 2587 River
Road, contact DeCristofaro at 845-
807-8506.

MLS No: 22-1456
Price: $379,000
Acreage: .27
Bathrooms: 2
Bedrooms: 3
Type: Residential - Single
Family 
Total Square Feet: 1,200
School: Wayne Highlands
Year Built: 1900
Features: Close to shops,
river view, paved driveway,
fenced yard, deck, porch,
utility shed, clothes washer,
dryer, dishwasher, gas
oven/range, microwave and
refrigerator.
Listed By: 
Rosie DeCristofaro,
Callicoon Real Estate, LLC
Office: 845-887-4400
Cell: 845-807-8506

home features
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Oddly, the one thing that
accompanies all periods of
economic expansion ––

optimism –– is missing from this
post-pandemic business climate;

even the busiest, money-printing
companies are saddled with worry
and concern about when the shoe
that sinks the economy will drop.
That exact caution could prove an

antidote to the speculative reck-
lessness that busts other go-go
periods.  By not enjoying the good
times, the good times just might
last longer.

“Over the past 18 months, Jeff
Bank saw a significant increase in
residential construction lending,”
said George Kinne, President of Jeff
Bank. “Our team of lenders and

loan closing staff have never been
busier… working with borrowers to
build the primary or secondary res-
idence of their dreams.”

Jim Crowley, code and zoning offi-
cer for the Towns of Cochecton and
Tusten, counts more than double
the amount of building permit
applications he has received over
the last year, and that doesn’t count
the time-consuming questions
about zoning in the form of how
many goats or chickens a property
can have, or municipal searches
that are required by title companies
when real estate changes hands.
Neither town has hired more help
for their busy building departments.

Alan Madnick of Wyde Lumber
says he’s paying his team 35 per-
cent more, and the compensation
is not in the form of benefits but
“straight into their pocket.”
“People are really busy, but a lot of
that is because they are two men
down staff-wise and trying to do
the same amount of work,” he said.

While the State of the County is
strong with records being set in real
estate sales, tax collections and vis-
itors, the challenges to monetize
these opportunities are every-
where, nowhere more apparent
than in the local construction
world.

Help is hard to find, diesel fuel is
nipping at $7 a gallon, phones ring-

The state of construction BY CHARLES PETERSHEIM

New Construction in Fremont.

Tom Maus

Office: 807-7527
Cell: 807-7296

P.O. Box 188
Youngsville, NY 12791

49
55

8

TENDER LOVING CARE

“A Lifetime of Enjoyment” 

90826

www.crpsny.com ~ Youngsville, NY 12791
845-482-4646



ing off the hook with
‘ready to go’ homeown-
ers, the supply chain is
impacting everything
from PVC to paint and
stain to electrical
meters, and the
unavailability of materials is spo-
radic, hard to predict and takes an
all-hands-on-deck approach to
charting these headwinds.

Mike Flannery from Northern
Dutchess Hardwoods and Floor
Coverings, who does a lot of work
in Sullivan County, says his sales of
tile, wood flooring and carpet “are
up 40 percent, his wages are up 50
percent, and it’s hard to find wood
stain and glue.”

Jerry Broskin of Smalls Plumbing
and Heating, based in Monticello,
says he, “ ... Has five guys and wish-
es he had two more.”  

Broskin says PVC and PEX has
doubled in price and HVAC and
heating units are up 10-to-15 per-
cent.  

Mike Taylor, owner of Combined
Energy Services, recently posted on
his Instagram page that his compa-
ny has 13 job openings and that
they can’t find qualified service
techs and CDL drivers. He recently
posted a note on his pool supply
store that tells any customer enter-
ing the store that because of the
staff shortages he asks that cus-

tomers should be patient and that
“rudeness will not get you any-
where except asked to leave.”

Chris Wagner of Wagner Masonry
is running five employees and
could use three more.  

“Without good guys we are in bad
shape,” said Wagner. “We try and
pay them well and treat them with
respect.  It all boils down to help,

for not only us but for our suppliers
[as well].”  

Wagner said he thought a day
would come when Sullivan
County’s labor pool would present
challenges for businesses, but didn’t
anticipate it rising to this level of
imbalance between supply and

Wagner Masonry setting
concrete forms in
Cochecton.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18H

Charles Petersheim is the
Owner of Catskill Farms, a

land planning and home
design/construction firm.
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Fantastic property for kids 
and dogs to run and play! No traffi  c 

noise, yet only minutes to 
Callicoon and the Delaware River. 

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, fi replace.

Asking $625,000

Seclusion & Privacy in Damascus, PA

103266



QUALITY & PRIDE BACK IN AMERICA

(845)932-8111 or (570)251-9990
or visit AEgenerators.com

The security and comfort
of Home Back up Power

is now more
affordable than ever.
Give us a call today

for a free
in home consult.

All phases of electrical work
Line Extension & Bucket Truck Service

Trusted & Dependable Electrical Contractors for 30+ Years
LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
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Visit us at www.cochectonoil-propane.com

demand. “Honestly, this is a great
time to be an employee,” he said.

Wagner added he has seen signif-
icant increases in the prices of
rebar, wire and concrete.  

“We try not to pass it along to our
established customers, but the new
builder or homeowner is certainly
paying more for everything to build
a home,” said Wagner. “I see one of
the biggest challenges in Sullivan
County right now is the building
departments. They aren’t set up for
this type of increase in permits and
inspections.”

“Our workload keeps climbing,”
says Crowley, ‘and a lot of home-
owners are doing it themselves or
hiring contractors who aren’t busy,
meaning they aren’t very good. Also,
a lot of the land being built on now
is challenging land, with issues and
complexities that make it harder.  A
lot of the good land is long gone.”  

Broskin, Flannery and Wagner all
bemoan the lack of young people.

“Not only are a lot of people in

the industry aging out,” said
Flannery, “but there doesn’t seem
to be enough new blood of younger
people coming into the game.
That’s a real problem.”  

There’s a lot less people in the
trades than there was 10 years ago,”
added Broskin.

All the business owners inter-
viewed said that there is more local
work than ever, with Wagner saying
he’s “never worked so close to
home,” consistently.

Steve Rosado of the Milford
Hospitality Group observed the
fundamental state of affairs in the
local employment environment. 

“For motivated employees, there
has never been a better time to not
only get a job, but to advance up
the ladder,” said Rosado. “I’ve never
seen a situation where businesses
are so thirsty for help, and willing
to go to unprecedented lengths to
attract, retain and promote
employees.”

Many Sullivan County construc-
tion industry veterans are minting
profits currently, but not without a

lot of day-to-day problem-solving.  
Just as many are like the castaway

in a raft on the ocean,  surrounded
by water, but unable to drink it
because of the salt content. 

Quite a few businesses spend
more time than ever fielding phone
calls for exciting projects that they
know they will need to turn down
because of lack of help.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17H
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Charles Petersheim and team at client appreciation night in Woodstock, NY.
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Peters Realty
6 Hamilton Ave., Monticello, NY 12701

Contact us for dependable drilling contractors who 
ensure your water systems are operating as they should. 

264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406

www.titanwelldrillingny.com 

FROM WELL DRILLING TO WATER TESTING, 
WE MEET EVERY NEED. 
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO HOME...
We’re here for all your driveway paving needs!

Paving | Asphalt Paving | Gravel or Loose Fill Paving  | Power Washing
Asphalt Paving Repair | Asphalt Sealing | Tar & Chip | Sealcoating

“Cooper responded to our request
for a quote on the same day 
we submitted it. They did an 

excellent job on our sealcoat. 
I highly recommend!”

www.jtheadorelaw.com
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05

07

32 Lower Main Street, Suite 4, P.O. Box 182, Callicoon, NY 12723
john@jtheadorelaw.com • P: (845) 887-1855 • F: (845) 203-4141

JOHN R. THEADORE
Attorney at Law, PLLC

When buying or
selling a home, it is
important to hire
the right lawyer to
help guide you
through your real
estate closing.

When buying or
selling a home, it is
important to hire
the right lawyer to
help guide you
through your real
estate closing.
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Is your
water safe
to drink?

Our Certified Laboratory is ready to
help you find out!

Scan to have your drinking water
questions answered.

“Tested Water is Trusted Water”

101135

Sullivan County Labs 845-704-8151

Many homeowners relish

any opportunity to

retreat to their back

yards, where they can put up their

feet and relax in the great out-

doors. That retreat-like escape is

made even more relaxing when sit-

ting around a fire pit.

Fire pits can be found in millions

of backyards across the globe. Fire

pits have become so popular that a

2016 survey of landscape architects

conducted by the American Society

of Landscape Architects revealed

they were the most sought after

outdoor design element. Fire pits

remain wildly popular a half

decade after that survey.

Homeowners who are only now

joining the fire pit revolution can

keep these dos and don’ts in mind

as they plan their summer s’mores

sessions.

DO keep the fire pit a safe dis-

tance away from the home. Fire

pits should be located a safe dis-

tance from the home at all times,

but especially when they’re in use.

Home design experts recommend

keeping fire pits a minimum of 10

to 20 feet away from a house or

other structure, such as a shed or a

detached garage. The further away

the fire is from houses and other

structures, the less likely those

structures are to catch on fire.

DON’T place the fire pit beneath

trees or next to shrubs. Though fire

pits should be kept safe distances

away from a house and other

structures, it’s important that

they’re not placed beneath trees or

next to shrubs. Shrubs and low

hanging branches can easily catch

embers and be lit ablaze, so make

sure fire pits are not placed in loca-

tions that increase that risk.

DO clean out seasonal debris. It

can be tempting to let seasonal

debris resting inside the fire pit

burn away during the season’s first

s’mores session. But burning

debris poses a serious safety risk,

as embers can easily be blown out

of the fire pit and catch nearby

trees or shrubs or even a home on

fire. The National Fire Protection

Association advises homeowners

that embers blowing from a back-

yard fire pose the same threat to

homes as if they are from a wild-

fire.

DON’T let fire pits burn near

flammable materials. Store fire-

wood piles a safe distance away

from the fire pit while it’s in opera-

tion. It may be convenient to keep

firewood right next to the fire pit

while the fire is burning, but that

increases the risk that embers will

land on firewood and start a fire

outside of the pit.

DO check the weather report

prior to starting the fire. Windy

weather increases the risk of

embers blowing around and

potentially landing on the house,

other structures around the prop-

erty or trees. If the weather report

is calling for gusting winds, burn a

fire on another night. 

DON’T leave a fire pit fire burn-

ing. Unattended recreational fires

are illegal and incredibly danger-

ous. Homeowners should never

leave fire pit fires burning unat-

The dos and
don’ts of fire pits
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tended or allow fires to slowly die

out overnight. Always extinguish

the fire before going inside and stop

adding wood to the fire roughly one

hour before you plan to go inside.

Water or sand can be poured on

ashes to extinguish the fire. Once

homeowners are confident a fire

has been extinguished, ashes can

be spread around to ensure there

are no hot spots still burning. If

there are, start the extinguishing

process over again.

A night around the fire pit is a

summertime tradition in many

households. Safety must be as

much a part of such traditions as

s’mores. 
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With fire pits it’s important to use the same precautions that you would
with any other outdoor fire, such as heeding waste burning bans.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO
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Everything For Your 
Backyard Escape
- Sheds, Garages, Pavilions 
and Outdoor Furniture

Design your own 
shed or garage 

with our 3-D Builder 
on our website!

FREE Delivery in Orange, Sullivan and Ulster Counties.
Large Outdoor Display at All 3 Locations.

7862 Route 55 | P.O. Box 420 | Grahamsville, NY 12740 | 845.985.7006
599 Route 299 | Highland, NY 12528 | 845.883.3222
1A Matthews St, Goshen, NY 10924 | 845.985.3084

GREYSWOODWORKS.com10
25
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KILGOUR SPUR - 1500 feet on Delaware River
$650,000

Consisting of 100 acres that is very private with
6 bedroom house that needs renovation.

Great views up and down Delaware. Taxes $6,000 per year.

More land available.
See more photos on delawarelandoffice.com waterfront 606

Delaware Land Office, Inc.
142 East Front Street, Hancock, N.Y.

(607) 637-2966 • delawareland@gmail.com 102697

Established 1849

327 Main Ave., Hawley, PA

570.226.3112 • www.teetersfurniture.com

Furniture You’ll Love Today, 

Tomorrow & Years to Come.

Large Selection of 

American Crafted Furniture. 

Because 

American-Made Matters!

84
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102034

Ranked #1 Sales Agents in Sales Volume 
for 2021 by OneKey MLS!
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14 Roosa Ave. • Monticello, NY 12701
C: (845) 798-2126   Office & Fax: (845) 796-2624
www.RJKatzRealty.com
Email: Bruce@rjkatzrealty.com
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38 Dora Drive, Monticello
5 BRs, 3bths, 3,232 sq ft, 2.4 acre mini-estate.
Eat-in-Kitchen, dining room, hardwood floors,
in-ground pool, 2-car attached garage are just
a few of the many features.

$1,200,000$1,200,000

$249,000$249,000

29 White Sulphur Rd, Liberty 4 BRs,
2Bths,  1,995 sq ft, 1.3 acres home built in
the 1940s. Many updates done.

4 Tappan Road, Monticello
5 BRs, 2 bths, Commercial/residential raised
ranch on Cul-De-Sac, corner property on a
dead end road, 2 car attached Garage, Walk
out Basement.

$279,000$279,000

10
23

76

GLENN L. SMITH, P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER, P.C.

P.O. Box 156
533 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

Glenn Smith
President

Ph: (845) 796-2216
Fax: (845) 796-2716

Email: gsmith.pepc@verizon.net
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Follow us on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter to get up-to-date 

Grahamsville Little World’s Fair information!

Come visit the 142nd Annual

Grahamsville 
Little World’s Fair
August 19-21, 2022

2022 HIGHLIGHTS:
Livestock & Still Exhibit Displays!

Classic Car Show!
Wee-Wee-Wee Racing Pigs! Lumberjack Show!

Music by Hillbilly Parade, Lost Angeles, 
Far Beyond Gone, 

Jesse Noren & Shane Rennison!
Draft Horse Pull! Watermelon Eating Contest!
Spectacular Fireworks Display on Saturday!

BRING THE FAMILY

to see an old-fashioned country

fair with attractions for all ages!

Rides & Games by Shamrock Shows • Live Entertainment

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter to get up-to-date 

Grahamsville Little World’s Fair information!
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RoscoeLumberYard@yahoo.com 53
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& approvals, site development 
and all finish and trim work.

engineering and surveying are 
always available.

is provided, even after your 
project is completed.
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