
BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Complex disabilities in young
children, such as autism, are

often misdiagnosed, mistreated, and
misunderstood.

The Center for Discovery (TCFD) is
hoping to help change that with the
construction of a Children’s Specialty
Hospital right here in Sullivan Coun-
ty, a long-time vision of TCFD CEO
Patrick Dollard, with the help of a
$35 million dollar low-interest loan
from the Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

“This hospital is so necessary,” stat-
ed Michael Rosen, TCFD Executive
Vice President of Marketing and
Strategic Communications, “and CEO
Patrick Dollard has wanted to get this
started for over a decade. 

“The majority of the funding is
coming from that loan, but we have
had immense support from Senator

[Chuck] Schumer from the beginning
for this project as well,” Rosen said.
“When we broke ground this year,
Senator Schumer was right there with
us.”

Construction of the Children’s Spe-
cialty Hospital at TCFD began this
past summer, with hopes of having it
completed by the end of next year or
the Spring of 2023.

“It’s actually the old [Frontier] insur-
ance building that's off of Route 17,”
explained Rosen. “So it’s a very rec-
ognizable building in the area. It’s
going to be completely transformed
and reinvented.”

The hospital will provide special-
ized assessment and short-term care
for children with complex disabilities,
like autism, along with support and
training for families, caregivers, and
even their school districts, allowing
children to transition back to their
home and into their communities

with tools to succeed and thrive.
“It’s not a traditional children’s hos-

pital that you would go to for appen-
dicitis or broken bones, it’s an assess-
ment hospital,” explained Rosen.
“For so long, families didn’t have a
place to turn to for first hints or first
diagnosis when their child had a
problem. 

“This will be a cutting edge place
for parents and families to turn to for
treatment,” he said. “Parents can be
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Construction on the old insurance building
in Rock Hill began at the beginning of the
summer and will hopefully be completed by
the end of next year or the Spring of 2023.

The background rendering shows what the
completed Children's Specialty Hospital will
look like from the outside, able to be seen
from Route 17.

right here in Sullivan County

Children’s 
Specialty 
Hospital 
right here in Sullivan County



To the People:
Sullivan County has long been a destination for a

variety of interests. Be it a second home, an outdoor
excursion, hunting, or visiting signature properties
like our famed Catskill Hotels in years past, or now
Bethel Woods, Resorts World, Kartrite, Eldred
Preserve and other boutique locations, the term
‘Destination’ remains. 

While the reasoning for visiting or deciding to live
here has remained the same for all of my lifetime –
that is to enjoy and partake in the natural beauty of
our area – the pursuits are different today. 

The escape from the chaotic city environment to
more natural surroundings while familiar, is done
with a different expectation today than in years past. 

Now it is the quality of the experience that is of
utmost importance, not just entertainment or ‘getting
away’ that matters. 

From eateries featuring locally sourced goods, to
higher quality resort stays and outdoor activities that

focus on health and wellbeing, the
Sullivan Catskills as a destination
has evolved. 

The market is responding. 
While the Covid-19 pandemic saw

a dramatic spike in real estate sales
and folks visiting Sullivan County to
seek a safe haven, this new destina-
tion transformation had been occurring well before
the pandemic hit, albeit at a slower pace. 

Nevertheless, it is here and growing. 
Development has responded to this new trend

with a variety of new projects recently opening,
approved or in process. The projects are split equal-
ly between locally driven investments and new
attractions. 

There is a natural balance occurring with some
planting roots with new projects and others digging
deeper and investing more in our community. 

The many Foster Supply Hospitality locations like
Kenoza Hall and the Arnold house among others,
and the Eldred Preserve project underscore a local
investment push to revive storied properties at the
end of their life cycles, transforming them into fresh

new high-end destinations. 
Outside investors are busy as well. The opening of

Seminary Hill Cidery, the recent approval of the
@Woods Rural Tech Retreat in Bethel and the
Beside Habitat Outdoor Reserve project now in
process, bring external investment into the Sullivan
Catskills with a similar theme; to bridge humans
with nature for overall health, wellbeing, and pro-
ductivity. These projects are environmentally friendly
with small footprints yet exhibit a tremendous
upside from an Economic Development perspective. 

This area of development is expected to continue
its growth, further enhancing the tourism sector of
our economy. While these important developments
are welcome others are needed.

Sullivan County continues to exhibit a tourist
heavy economy. While this is very welcome, particu-
larly when money is spent in Sullivan County from
external origins, it comes at the expense of being
subject to natural, market and political forces that
could negatively impact a healthy tourist-based
economy in an instant. 

CEO/President Marc Baez

Destination, Development,
Diversification
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845.794.3833         www.BLSlaw.net

Results-oriented and client-centric, we are a 
leading multi-practice law firm in the Catskills 

& Hudson Valley.
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Surely the Covid-19 pandemic
has shown us that. Add to it
changing weather patterns that in
recent years have devastated prop-
erty, through flooding, wind, snow
events and power outages and one
can see that we are poised to take
another hit at any given moment.
It is just a matter of time. 

The long fight for casinos, (some
argue the victory a little too late),
or simply the ‘Not In My Back
Yard’ stance taken by some toward
seemingly almost every project
these days, reveals politics can
show its ugly side and how deci-
sions as a result can impede devel-
opment for decades and have a
devastating economic impact on
local businesses and communities. 

Diversification is key to helping
withstand events, whether natural
or political that can impact an
economy by spreading the risk
throughout multiple industry sec-
tors. 

While one sector may be affected
by an incident others may continue
on, keeping people employed,
producing products and/or servic-
es until recovery can begin. We

saw this during the pandemic,
where virtually every sector was
shut down but for goods produc-
ing, distributing, healthcare servic-
es providers, and other essential
industry sectors, which not only
continued, but also thrived. 

The point here is while we are
experiencing new investment in
tourism, our core industry sector, it
is important to diversify into other
sectors for a more stable growth
trajectory. 

This strategy provides for tax rat-
ables in areas that need it most
while growing a middle-class work
force. Sectors like light manufactur-
ing, logistics, construction, food
production and others can be a
hedge against forces natural or
otherwise that can negatively
impact our core industry sector.

If we stay on course focusing on
destination, development, and
diversification we can achieve the
optimal balance to grow our econ-
omy. 

Sincerely,

Marc Baez
President, Sullivan County 
Partnership

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
From page 2E

Due to increasing interest
in the Move Sullivan

public transportation service,
Sullivan County leaders are
planning to add stops and/or
hours.
“The Tentative 2022 County

Budget includes an additional
$200,000 for an expansion of
hours and/or routes,” noted
Sullivan County Manager Josh
Potosek. “We want to priori-
tize that expansion where
there’s the greatest demand.”
“So we’ve created a survey

to gauge the thoughts and
feelings of both riders and
riders-to-be,” added Commu-

nity Resources Commissioner
Laura Quigley, who oversees
the popular bus service. “We
did a similar survey two years
ago that helped us determine
where best to expand this
service, and I hope many
people share their thoughts
with us again.”
The eight-question survey

can be completed anony-
mously at www.surveymon-
key.com/r/Z8TTR3Z. Answers
will solely be used to deter-
mine the future growth of
Move Sullivan. Those who do
and do not ride the bus serv-
ice are welcome to respond.

Where should Move 
Sullivan go next?

Survey asks public to weigh in on expansion 

of bus service

Recovering Your Receivables
                       is all in the Approach.

Some debtors pay when nudged gently. 
Others respond best to a good stern growl. 

M.L. Zager, PC is a full service, collections law firm with 38 
years of experience helping businesses improve cash flow 
and maximize revenue.

We rely on your guidance and knowledge of your customers 
and devise a strategy that combines state-of-the-art and 
traditional collection techniques with the full impact and 
effect of a law firm.

WE’RE LOYAL, SMART PROTECTORS WHO 

LISTEN TO YOUR COMMANDS.

ZML ZAGER, PC

The leading New York law firm specializing solely in recovering receivables.
543 Broadway | Monticello, NY  12701 | Tel: 845.794.3660 | Fax: 845.794.3919 | www.mzager.com48
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there visiting regularly, working with
their child and the staff, developing a
treatment plan that’s devised by The
Center for Discovery so that their child
can go back home.”

According to Rosen, there is only one
other hospital that does this short-term
assessment and that’s Kennedy Krieger
Hospital outside of Baltimore – a
daunting distance to some families.

“This will be a statewide facility,”
explained Rosen. “Anyone from all
around NY state can come here for
services and a treatment plan. The
earlier you get in and the earlier you
can help people, the greater chance
they have for long-term success. It’s
very needed and we’re very excited
about it.”

An important resource
The hospital, once completed, will

not be open to the general public
though. Anyone being admitted into
the hospital must first be referred and
approved by the Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD).
Once approved, children with OPWDD
can be admitted to the facility for up to
a maximum of six months.

The hospital will ensure that families
have the necessary tools to stay togeth-

er longer, that caregivers have a better
understanding of how to help and
manage their patients, and that school
districts have a comprehensive plan on
how to educate children with complex
conditions, helping them develop a
broader range of functional skills to
succeed.

“Sullivan County is going to be the
leader statewide for people to get early
diagnosis, and to get help for any fami-
ly who is in crisis,” Rosen stated. “It
will focus mostly on young children

with autism but there will be a med-
ically fragile wing for children with
other disabilities.”

400 new jobs on the way
And, according to Rosen, this facility

will save the state millions of dollars by
reducing the need for long-term resi-
dential care as well as create about 400
new jobs in the area – doctors, nurses,
therapists – along with experts in agri-
culture and farmers.

“Everyone at the facility will be fed
with food that is grown in the gardens

and greenhouses on site,” Rosen said.
The hope is that this statewide model

could be expanded and replicated
nationwide, creating a link that could
benefit millions of people and trans-
forming the standard of care in the
country.

“Everything we do is a summary of
our organization as a whole – includ-
ing nutrition, education, music and
recreation therapy,” added TCFD
Director of Marketing Courtney Scott-
Gold. “It’s our model.”

HOSPITAL From front page 
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Above: Renderings show what the completed vision
for various rooms within the hospital will look like.

Right: The hospital has had immense support from 
Senator Chuck Schumer from the beginning, 
including getting his hands a bit dirty during the
ground-breaking this past summer.
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Sullivan Catskills continues to stay strong
... getting great publicity in many publications

Even with the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic, the Sullivan

Catskills shows no signs of slowing
down. 

Numerous businesses have opened
in 2021 and the SCVA saw a growth
in membership, adding over 100 new
members this past year. 

“This has been an excit-
ing year

despite
the hard-
ships the
pandemic has
brought for both
businesses and indi-
viduals,” stated SCVA
President/CEO Roberta
Byron-Lockwood. “The hospi-
tality industry has seen wonder-
ful new additions with The
Eldred Preserve and Callicoon
Hills as well as many short-
term rental properties for
visitors to come stay and
enjoy all we have to
offer.” 

Adding more accolades
this year, Travel and
Leisure named the
Sullivan Catskills one of
the “50 Best Places to Travel” in 2021.

In June, Travel and Leisure named
Livingston Manor and Narrowsburg to
their list of the Best Small Towns in
New York State (with fewer than
10,000 residents).

"Now more than ever, travelers are
seeking places with a low population
density and easy access to the great
outdoors,” Travel and Leisure wrote.
“From quaint downtown areas to
rolling horse farms to pure wilder-
ness, these New York towns are ideal
for peaceful weekend trips and bal-
ance-restoring getaways.”

And in October, Lonely Planet
named Beer Mountain at Upward
Brewing Company and the Tusten
Mountain Trail among, “The 8 best

hiking trails in the Catskills for
every fitness level."

Holiday happiness
Before we head

into the New Year it’s time to cele-
brate the holidays. The SCVA is once
again partnering with Bethel Woods
Center for the Arts to present Peace,
Love & Lights. Now bigger and bet-
ter than last year, the 1.7-mile trail
dazzles with holiday-themed light
displays. 

The drive-thru experience runs
every night through January 2 from
5 to 10 p.m. On Mondays enjoy the
fresh air with a walk-thru presented
by Sullivan 180. This event is perfect
for families and attracts thousands of
visitors from near and afar. 

You can find many holiday hap-
penings such as Dickens on the
Delaware in Callicoon, the
Holiday Hub at Bethel Woods,
The Farmhouse Project Holiday

Market, and so much more.

Successful campaigns 
The SCVA is keeping the ball rolling

with marketing and advertising out-
reach, coming off of a successful fall
television campaign that reached over
ten thousand households. 

Currently a winter TV campaign is
running on both cable and digital
outlets, again reaching thousands of
viewers in the New York City and Tri-
State areas. 

Local hotels and lodging partners
are presenting special winter pack-
ages that are currently highlighted on
the SCVA website.  

“We want travelers to come stay
here in the Sullivan Catskills this win-
ter,” said Byron-Lockwood. “Our top-
tier accommodations will suit anyone,
whether they are looking for a full-
service resort or cozy bed and break-

BY ISABEL BRAVERMAN
BRAND AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

SULLIVAN CATSKILLS VISITORS ASSN.

The Sullivan Catskills 
Dove Trail is getting an addi-

tional ten new Doves this year.

Stop by Duke Pottery for some holiday
shopping.

Far right: It’s important to shop local during
the holiday season; pick up some warm

goodies from Buck Brook Alpacas. 

ALL PHOTOS 
BY JERRY COHEN
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Investment Advisors
Creating and Preserving Wealth

Philip Coombe III, CFP® • Catherine M. Coombe, CFP® • Lynn McDonald

Office locations:
Main Office:

P.O. Box 333 / 6872 Route 209

Wawarsing, NY 12489

548 Broadway

Monticello, NY 12701

Call for appointment

Phone (845) 647-4800 • (800) 4 COOMBE • www.coombebender.com • Email: pcoombe@coombefinancial.com

55852

g
fast. We expect to see an increase in
room tax numbers for 2021 that we
see continuing through 2022.” 

Shopping local 
Tis the season to shop local. Not

only will you find unique and hand-
crafted gifts, but also you will be
supporting the local community.
Every dollar spent goes back to our

neighbors. 
The SCVA has many member busi-

nesses that can offer something for
everyone on your holiday shopping
list, from beautiful pottery, to clothing,
to locally-sourced craft beverages. 

As always, please visit the SCVA
website at www.sullivancatskills.com
to find out more, or call the office at
845-747-4449. 

Bethel Woods Center for the Arts is holding Peace, Love & Lights again this year, with bril-
liant holiday light displays!

15
53
4

449 Broadway • P.O. Drawer 1069
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010
Fax 845/796-1040

THE LAW OFFICES OF

Walter Garigliano &
Barbara A. Garigliano

Over 100 Vehicles In Stock!!
Sullivan County’s biggest little dealership
with the lowest miles in the mountains!

CALL 845-583-5110 OR JUST STOP BY!!!!!!!

BUY

SELL

TRADE 5
3
7
7
7

954 State Route 17B, Mongaup Valley, NY 12762 • www.sevenxmotorsinc.com
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BY JONATHAN SCHILLER, 
MS, FACHE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GARNET HEALTH MEDICAL 

CENTER - CATSKILLS 

Four major advancements in
technology designed to

improve our communIty’s access to
excellent care have recently been
made at Garnet Health Medical
Center - Catskills.

First is the all new Garnet Health
App recently launched and avail-
able through Google Play and the
Apple App Store. 

When uploaded onto your smart-
phone, this App supports patients
to access their own medical
records, schedule doctors appoint-
ments, participate in telemedicine
visits with their doctors, pay bills
and research news items. 

This App was developed with
patient input, is very user friendly,
and is 100 percent free for all to
use. In a time when we’re all look-
ing to be more efficient with our

time, this is an easy one for all to
take advantage of, and stay con-
nected from anywhere.

The second significant develop-
ment is the implementation of our
Telemedicine service. This service
has grown exponentially as we
work hard to bring access to spe-
cialists to our community residents. 

The use of telemedicine or tele-
health technology, which has been
much more widely accepted during
the Covid-19 pandemic, has
removed the barrier that our rural
communities often experience
when seeking access to specialists. 

While most doctors will require
an in-person initial encounter,
much follow-up can be done via
telemedicine. The early data sug-
gests that patient compliance with
keeping follow-up appointments
significantly increases with the use
of telemedicine.

Within the hospital, there are
many specialists that are utilizing
the telehealth technology, and two
that have brought significant benefit

to our patients include telestroke
and telepsychiatry. 

Through telestroke, patients expe-
riencing signs and symptoms of a
stroke can be assessed by a board
certified stroke neurologist within
minutes of arriving at the
Emergency Department. 

The stroke neurologist can then
direct life-preserving interventions
instantly, without any delays. 

Similarly, time is of the essence
for patients experiencing a mental
health or psychiatric crisis.
Fortunately, with our telepsychiatry
service, patients have access to a
board certified psychiatrist 24
hours/day, to complete patient
assessments and guide the patient
and the care team and establish the
patient’s care plan.

The final two significant advances
this year are the implementation of
state-of-the-art imaging equipment,
specifically, 3-D mammography as
well as a DEXA scan machine. 

The 3-D mammography unit will
help us detect breast cancers earli-

er, giving patients the potential to
access treatment earlier in their ill-
ness, thereby reducing the morbidi-
ty and mortality from breast cancer
in our County. 

The DEXA scan unit, used to
measure the calcium and other
minerals in our bones, helps clini-
cians monitor and trend a patient’s
bone density as we age.

These four technological advances
at Garnet Health will help improve
access to care, and in the long
term, the health of our community.
The research and advances in clini-
cal  technology that the next gener-
ation of clinicians – and patients –
will benefit from are underway
now… and the future of how great
those advances will be is exciting. 

Even with all the research and
development – from surgical robots
to pharmacogenetics – none of it
will be a suitable replacement for
the experienced, skilled people that
provide the actual care to our
Comunity. 

Now, more than ever, is an excit-
ing time to pursue a career in
healthcare. Providing care to our
fellow humans is a truly noble pur-
suit, and serving in a healthcare
organization is one way to do that. 

If you’ve ever thought that you
somehow wanted to be involved,
but weren’t sure what was right for
you, reach out to us to explore the
great opportunities!

Technology helping Garnet to provide 
better healthcare services

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE

An illustrated example of a DEXA scan
machine which helps doctors monitor a
patient’s calcium levels and bone density.

JONATHAN SCHILLER
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Small businesses faced extraor-
dinary challenges this past

year. From a global pandemic and
business closures to implementing

new ways to serve their customers
with the safety of all involved,
many small businesses were forced
to tap into their reserves to remain
open.

That in itself posed a problem
because of a lack of reserves. 

According to JP Morgan Chase,
“The median small business holds
27 cash buffer days in reserve. Half
of all small businesses hold a cash
buffer of less than one month. 

“Moreover, 25 percent of small
businesses hold fewer than 13 cash
buffer days in reserve.” 

That means over 50 percent of
small businesses wouldn’t last over
a month on their reserves.

Add to that the employee short-
age, supply chain issues, and the
costs of everything increasing, and
some small businesses may feel
they are on the brink of extinction.

What we can do to help
Our small businesses in 2021 (and

beyond) need more than one day
to show our support. They need an
entire season, they need entire
year-round support! 

That’s why the Sullivan Chamber
of Commerce is encouraging our
chambers of commerce, business
associations, neighbors, business
owners, and community leaders to
support the call to action to Do
Something Big and Shop Small this
holiday season and shop small
Sullivan all year long!

How to Participate in
Shop Small Sullivan
There are many ways for you to

support Shop Small Sullivan. Some
of these include:

§  Visit www.catskills.com to see a
list of small businesses in Sullivan
County offering holiday specials.

§  Visit and patronize small busi-
nesses in Sullivan County.
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Why ‘Shop Small Sullivan’ is a big deal

Business coverage

67 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701 

Personal coverage

11
62

87
 9

19

Instant online quotes at: mbagency.com

80
00
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BY JAIMIE SCHMEISER
PRESIDENT AND CEO
SULLIVAN COUNTY 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Les Kristt, left, and
Gene Kelly own
Kristt Kelly Office
Systems in
Monticello and are
not only big sup-
porters of the
Sullivan County
Chamber but also
small business
owners in Sullivan
County.
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• Floor Cleaners
• Extension Ladders

•   Air Compressors
ms• Aerial Work Platfor

•   Air Tools
• Back Hoes

•   Floor Sanders & Edgers
• Generators

Scissor Lifts
•   Scaffolding
•   Post Hole Diggers

•   Scissor Lifts
• Skid Steer Loaders•   Back Hoes

•   Boom Lifts
•   Breaker Hammers
•   Carpet Cleaners
•   Compaction
•   Chain Saws
•   Compressors
•   Concrete Tools
•   Concrete & Mortar Mixer
•   Dump Trailers
•   Excavators

•   Generators
•   Heaters
•   Hedge Trimmers
•   Landscape Equipment
•   Light Towers
•   Miter Saws
•   Mud Buggies
•   Paint Sprayers
•   Plumbing Snakes
•   Plumbing Tools
•   Power Washers

   Skid Steer Loaders
•   Stump Grinders
•   Surface Preparation
•   Table Saws
•   Tile Saws
•   Tillers
•   Trenchers
•   Turbo Dryers
•   Water Pumps
•   Wood Chippers
•   And much MORE!

(845) 794-RENT
146 Jefferson Street • Monticello, NY 12701
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 8am-12pm

90258

§  Talk (and post) about your
favorite businesses.

§  Be sure to add #scnychamber
#shopsmallsullivanny to your posts,
images and blog posts.

REMEMBER: Small Business
Saturday is a good thing, but sup-
porting small business isn’t just a
day, it’s a lifestyle. 

This year–and all subsequent
ones, if you ask us–let’s celebrate a
season of small, a season of local-
Shop Small Sullivan!

Even Santa believes in supporting local business. Here the employees of Ragtime Clothing
Exchange in North Branch greet Santa during last year’s holiday shopping season. Go on
over to North Branch to see what great offers the store has this year.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

The Secret Garden in Jeffersonville, owned by Sue Bodenstein, is the quintessential small
business, with a local owner, local employees and a vibrant and ever-changing inventory
to meet the shopper’s needs.
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At left: Atlas Security Services works at
construction sites across the Mid-Hudson
to ensure that only those people needing
access are admitted.

Above, Atlas Security Vice President Scott
Perry, left, and President Matt Ventura re-
view a new job.

Above right: Atlas Security’s headquarters
are in Goshen but their 200-person work-
force is deployed throughout the region, in-
cluding Sullivan County.

Top right: Having security guards at events
gives festival goers a sense of safety and
also helps with keeping people informed
and attending the proper locations of your

event.

Right Atlas Security will come to your site
to set up the proper security protocols.

Far Right: Securing expensive property is all
in a day’s work for employees of Atlas Se-
curity.

ot many businesses can
say they’ve never closed
for business – not for a
single day.

But such is the case for
Atlas Security Services of Goshen,
which opened its doors in 1992 and
has never stopped working for its
clients for a second.

The company was founded by re-
tired New York State Trooper Matt
Ventura 29 years ago.

“We are open 24/7,” VP Scott Perry,
who is a co-owner of Atlas with Ven-
tura, said. “We have a real commit-
ment to our clients and we’ve never
closed for a single moment – not
New Year’s Eve, not Christmas,

never.”
This kind of great customer service

has earned Atlas Security a solid
reputation in the business commu-
nity and helped them as they ex-
panded their business into the
entire Hudson Valley.

“Ninety percent of our business is
prevention,” Perry said. “If you have
a security guard and a security vehi-
cle at a site, criminals are more
likely to go to a location less se-
cured.”

Perry said that from his experi-
ence – which includes being a re-
tired Sgt. from the NYPD – if a
company puts a guard on site, crim-
inals are not going to hit that site.

“We’ve secured billions of dollars
worth of property,” Perry said. 

That includes such building sites
and buildings as Mediacom,
Legoland, and Resorts World
Catskills, to name but a few.

Perry also said that Atlas Security
has worked closely with Emerald
Green residential development
through the years, addressing a lot
of issues for them, including unau-
thorized swimming in the lake and
patrolling the development to keep
it safe.

The security business is actually a
customer service business, accord-
ing to Perry, and if it is not done cor-
rectly could have an adverse affect
on business.

“Many times security guards are
the first people customers meet
when entering a business,” he said.
“It’s a very important interaction
with clients. Our staff has to provide
excellent customer service.

“People are welcoming guards

more and more every day,” Perry
said. “From COVID screening, doing
security and making sure people fol-
low rules.”

In fact, some Atlas Security per-
sonnel can be found at Tri-Valley
Central School in Grahamsville, Sul-
livan County BOCES in Liberty and
also at municipal buildings, corpo-
rate headquarters and warehouses
throughout the Hudson Valley.

“Over the years we’ve steadily
grown,” Perry said. “Today we em-
ploy 200 security guards and 150
work in the Hudson Valley.”

All guards are screened and hired
according to state required guide-
lines and Perry said many of his staff
are retired law enforcement and for-
mer military.

“We also do have entry level
guards and people from all walks of
life,” he said. “From young people to
retired. With overnight and weekend
work available it is also a great job

N

Please see SECURITY, page s14E

Keeping clients and property protected a big part
of Atlas Security Services’ business

BY FRED STABBERT III

DECEMBER 2021 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT BUSINESS EDGE 13E
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for students.”
As a new member of the Sullivan

County Partnership for Economic
Development, Perry said he finds
the organization extremely help-
ful.

“It is a great way for us to meet
decision makers,” he said. “They

host really good events – like the
one at Eldred Preserve and most
recently at Resorts World.

“We primarily deal with business
to business so the Partnership is
an excellent fit for us,” he said. “In
fact we just joined on the Gold
Level.”

Atlas Security is also mobile,
with a fleet of 8 vehicles, including
4-wheel drive SUVs.

Perry said they are good for
patrolling construction sites
where there is no structure yet.
Atlas will also occasionally make
bank deposits and provide escort
for customers who need that serv-
ice.

While working around the clock

can be challenging, Perry and his
staff don’t mind.

“It’s good, you are making
money every day,” he said with a
laugh.

And his favorite day?
“This is not the business for any-

one interested in excitement,” he
said. “We want as boring a day as
possible. When nothing happens,
we’re happy.”

SECURITY From page 13E

At left: Atlas Security uses the latest technol-
ogy to assist customers in keeping their
property and location safe.

Above: Working at events also includes keep-
ing traffic moving smoothly.

At right: Dressing professionally is the first
step in exceptional security. Offering great
customer service is also an integral part of
Atlas Security’s offerings.

97399



Providing labor solutions to
businesses that want to attract and
maintain a high quality workforce.

Vending | Janitorial

845-434-8300
www.newhopecommunity.org

89
58

5

Funeral Home

Joseph N. Garlick

(845) 794-7474
388 Broadway, Monticello

(845) 647-7747
186 Canal St., Ellenville

www.josephngarlickfuneralhome.com

56
97

8

90
66
5
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Atlas Security also works at school events to ensure the safety of all the attendees.
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BY JONATHAN SUNSHINE
ASSOCIATE BROKER, 

THE SUNSHINE GROUP
REAL ESTATE CORP.

PRESIDENT, SULLIVAN COUNTY 
BOARD OF REALTORS

In two words… Still Strong.
While sales have slowed slightly,

real estate in Sullivan County is still
relatively strong. 

It’s frustrating, not only for agents
but more for ready willing and able
buyers, when you can’t find them a
property that doesn’t say “accepted
offer”. 

If you were one of those lucky
buyers who got in early and won
the bid and already have equity in
your home… Bravo.

Sullivan County’s October resi-
dential sales were approximately

109 homes ranging in price from a
$25,000 handyman to a $1,450,000
single-family lakefront with a guest
cottage. 

Inventory is shrinking by the
minute. Anyone who was thinking
of selling should know that now is
a really great time to pull the trig-
ger, especially if you own a home
with a water feature, specifically
lakefronts which are at a premium.

Sullivan County has historically
been a summer and second home
market “but times, they are a-
changing*”. 

Covid created work-from-home
opportunities, and with the relative
proximity to the metropolitan area
Sullivan County has become a year-
round primary home destination. 

Consequently, new businesses of
all types are sprouting up around
the county in response to the influx

of new residents. 
What used to be a very laid-back

rural area is changing with the
times and change effects almost
everything. 

While retail or “storefront busi-
nesses” are important they are not
the only change necessary. The
need for tradespeople like
plumbers, electricians, carpenters,
painters, handymen, etc., are as
important as the retail side of the
equation. 

The problem is not selling the
homes, the problem becomes find-
ing the trades people to update,
fix, build, and service what was
purchased. The equation must be
balanced for the market to continue
to thrive. 

Partnership is helping
The Sullivan County Partnership

for Economic Development is
working hard to make Sullivan a
destination for corporations focus-
ing on expanding or relocating. 

While higher-end homes are fly-
ing off the shelves, not all home
buyers are in that market.

What is the current state of 
Real Estate in Sullivan County?

JONATHAN SUNSHINE

Providing labor solutions to
businesses that want to attract and
maintain a high quality workforce.

Vending | Janitorial

845-434-8300
www.newhopecommunity.org

89
58
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Smalls
Plumbing, Heating, and AC

Professional
Plumbing Systems

20929

Specializing in all phases of service & installation . . .  plumbing,
radiant heating, hot water/hot air heating, hydro air, air-conditioning

• AC Ductless Split Units • Water Treatment Systems • Geothermal Systems
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

Certified & Factory Trained Professionals in the Latest Technologies
“NO JOB’S TOO BIG FOR SMALLS”

FULLY INSURED
- 876 Old Rt. 17, Harris -  

845-794-7780

Serving
Sullivan County

Since
1953
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Specializing in Plumbing, 
Heating, Renovation 
and Restoration of Historic 
and Existing structures, 
and New Construction Builds

7 Forestburgh Road
Monticello, NY 12701

845-513-6400

Riggs@riggspl.com

93
43

6

Developers are needed who are
willing to build mid-range, afford-
able single-family homes. 

Things attractive to those buyers
are an open floor plan, two-to-three
bedrooms, 2 baths, full basement, a
garage, and energy efficient. 

If Sullivan is to compete in the
corporate frontier, it is imperative
that affordable housing along with
goods and services are available for
the workforce that will be needed
to fulfill the needs of the corporate
businesses moving here. 

Tradesmen in short supply
Before 2020 if residents needed

work done at home, like servicing
a heating or air conditioning sys-
tem, painting, or updating a kitchen
or bathroom, they just picked up
the phone and called their “guy”. 

Not any more… because ‘your
guy’ is now too busy with their
new customers, so you go on a
waiting list for an appointment
maybe months away. Forget about
building a home. 

Contractors are few and far

between and, if you’re lucky
enough to find one, chances are
they won’t be available for months,
maybe even a year or more, not to
mention the shortage of building
materials and the increased prices.

Where to buy?
It seems areas like Callicoon,

Cochecton, Narrowsburg, Eldred
and other ‘western end’ towns and
villages of the county are getting
the most exposure, which resulted
in a boom in home sales in those
areas, but there are good houses in
lesser-known areas throughout the
county. 

Buyers shouldn’t overlook towns
like Liberty, Monticello, Fallsburg,
Neversink, Forestburgh, and others.
Every town or village in our county
has something to offer. 

Buyers may overlook opportuni-
ties because they’ve heard some-
thing negative about a particular
area. There are plenty of examples
of areas all over the country that at
some point got a bad rap, but areas
change because people are willing

to take a chance to change them. 
Sullivan County is amid a renais-

sance, trade in your Range Rover or
fancy SUV for a pickup truck, run
out and buy your plaid shirt, over-
alls, and Wellies but don’t forget the
locals, we already have them, and
we already know Sullivan County is
a great place to live and raise a
family. 

We have good people, clean air,
delicious water, beautiful scenery,
great rivers, lakes, streams and few
traffic jams unless it’s time for the
cows to come back to the barn,
(but a Whole Foods would be
nice). 

If you came here because some
newspaper or magazine article
declared Sullivan as the new
Hampton’s then your GPS failed
you. 

But if you moved here or are
thinking of moving here to enjoy
what Sullivan County has to offer,
then WELCOME HOME, we can’t
wait to meet you!

*Bob Dylan 1964

Planning 
& Research 
Consultants

100 Fourth Street, 
Honesdale, PA 18431
Phone 570-251-9550

Fax 570-251-9551

www.shepstone.net
mail@shepstone.net

95635
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Michele L. Babcock, Esq.
recognized with
ATHENA Award

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

From left to right: Ben Gailey, Esq., Michele L. Babcock, Esq., Managing Partner and
ATHENA Honoree, and Kelly Pressler, Esq. all Partners at Jacobowitz and Gubits, LLP.

The law firm of Jacobowitz and
Gubits, LLP (J&G) is pleased
to announce Michele L.

Babcock, Managing Partner, was rec-
ognized with the ATHENA Award by
the Dutchess County Regional
Chamber of Commerce Foundation
during the Foundation’s 15th Annual
ATHENA Awards Ceremony held on
December 2 at Christo’s in
Poughkeepsie. The firm is so proud
of Michele and all she has accom-
plished.

Michele joined the law firm of
Jacobowitz and Gubits, LLP in 2003
and became a partner in 2011. She
has served as the Managing Partner
since 2015. Michele primarily prac-
tices Municipal, Land Use and
Environmental Law and has repre-
sented local governments and private
applicants in zoning, land use and
environmental permitting. “I am hon-
ored to be recognized with an
ATHENA Award by the Dutchess
County Chamber Foundation Board.

Barriger & Company, Inc.
Linda Barriger

Financial Advisor
Bridgeville Office Center

196 Bridgeville Road, Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 791-6600

www.barrigerandcompany.com

We are a full-service brokerage firm committed 
to helping people pursue their financial goals. We offer a wide range 

of financial services including managed accounts.

Securities and Advisory services offered through Prospera Financial Services, Inc. | Member FINRA/SIPC.95
61
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845.434.4321

54
07
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90
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For All Your 
Plumbing 

& Heating Needs
P.O. Box 446

Mongaup Valley, NY 12762
Tel: (845) 583-6595
Fax: (845) 583-4969

Certified NY State 
Pump Installer

Silverman
Mechanical Corp.



        Register at SullivanRena
Follow us on EQM Call 84

 aissance.org
45-295-2445

  

91309

Certifi ed Public Accountants
www.cooperarias.com

Individual Taxation
Estates & Trusts

Not-for-Profi t Accounting
Financial Statements

892 State Route 17B
Mongaup Valley, NY 12762

845-796-1800

133 Route 304
Bardonia, NY 10954

845-623-0300

2527 Route 17
Goshen, NY 10924

845-343-2215

Corporate, Partnership
& LLC Taxation

Government & Fire District
Auditing

56
06
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Thank you to everyone who con-
tributed to my nomination for this
very prestigious recognition,” said
Michele L. Babcock, Esq.

Bestowed annually, the ATHENA
Award is given to a member of the
community who best embodies the
ATHENA Leadership Model. The
Model is unique in that it focuses on
personal traits of strong, successful
leaders. It captures the spirit and col-
laborative leadership style often
exemplified in women leaders, while
also recognizing the importance of
traits such as courageous acts and
fierce advocacy in the pursuit of
excellence.

Michele has participated in the
Pattern for Progress Fellows Program
(Class of 2011), Leadership Orange
(Class of 2011), and Leadership
Sullivan (Class of 2018) where she
served as Vice President. Michele also
serves as a Board Member of Access:
Supports for Living Foundation, the
Sullivan County Chamber of
Commerce and the Sullivan County
Chamber of Commerce Foundation.
Michele is currently Vice President of
the Women’s Bar Association of
Orange and Sullivan Counties and
serves as their delegate to the
Women’s Bar Association of the State

of New York. She is currently serving
as a member of the Business Advisory
Council to the Mount Saint Mary
College School of Business and a
member of the Orange County
Chamber of Commerce’s Women in
Business Committee.

Michele received the Outstanding
Young Lawyer Award by the Women’s
Bar Association of Orange and
Sullivan Counties and the Orange
County Rising Star Award in 2009. She
was recognized as one of Sullivan
County’s Business and Professional
Women of the Year in 2017 and was
inducted into the Leadership Orange
Hall of Fame in 2018. In 2019,
Michele received the Distinguished
Attorney Award from the Women’s
Bar Association of Orange and
Sullivan Counties and was recognized
as an Outstanding Women in Law by
Hofstra University which recognizes
and celebrates women who have
made meaningful and inspiring contri-
butions to the legal community. Most
recently, Michele was also selected by
Hudson Valley Magazine as a 2020
Women in Business honoree.

Michele resides in New Windsor
with her husband and their three
young children.
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Countless studies across the
world have proven the value of

music as therapy. The American
Music Therapy Association (AMTA)
says on their website, that “music
therapy interventions can address a
variety of healthcare and educational
goals” including managing stress, alle-
viating pain, expressing feelings,
enhancing memory, improving com-
munication, and promoting wellness,
physical rehabilitation and more. 

Further information on the AMTA
website offers fact sheets, resources
and bibliographies for music therapy
with specific populations such as
those with brain injuries, addiction,
behavioral health, dementia and
memory disorders, hospice, pain man-
agement, neo-natal care, autism and
much more.

Melinda Marks Burgard, a NYS

Licensed Creative Arts Therapist with
a Master’s Degree in Music
Psychotherapy from NYU, has been
practicing Clinical Music Therapy for
over 30 years. Through Action
Toward Independence (ATI), a local
organization that promotes independ-
ence, inclusion, participation, and
personal choice of individuals with
disabilities, Melinda offers several
musical therapy programs for both
children and adults.

“Melinda’s Music” uses her clinical
skills (including her relationships with
each group individual) to obtain non-
musical goals, such as improving
socialization, speech, fine and gross
motor skills, emotional expression
and obtaining a sense of calm. One of
her programs – “A Warm Musical
Hug,” is an early childhood therapeu-
tic music group for ages seven weeks

Music Therapy 
programs offer
‘Warm Hugs’ to

young and old alike

Zoom sessions reach many clients at the same time, while still allowing for
active participation and feedback. 
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369 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
845-794-6639

� Computer Desks
� Desk Chairs, Chairs, Chairs
� Low Volume Printers

& Multifunction 
Black & White & Color

� Laptops
� Desk Computers
� Supply Items

� Kyocera Printers
& Multifunction

Black & White & Color
� Office Furniture
� Computer Supplies
� Office Supplies
� Commercial Vacuums
� Computer Furniture

� Extensive Copy Center
� Authorized Fedex

& UPS Shipping Center
� Extensive Art Supply Shoppe
� All Types of Framing

Commercial Office Specialists:

In Addition:

Home office Specialists:

94
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CRAIG S. FINECRAIG S. FINE
ATTORNEY AT LAWATTORNEY AT LAW

Representing Representing 
Sullivan CountySullivan County
residents residents 
for more thanfor more than
30 years30 years

P: 845-791-7900P: 845-791-7900
390 Broadway, Suite 5-A390 Broadway, Suite 5-A
Monticello, New York 12701Monticello, New York 12701

Workers’ CompensationWorkers’ Compensation
Personal InjuryPersonal Injury
 
Real Estate ClosingsReal Estate Closings

93457

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Melinda works with one of her younger clients through a Zoom session.
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to five years. It’s a free, interactive
Zoom Music Therapy session where
adults, especially new parents, are
required to attend. The first half of
the session enhances developmentally
appropriate music activities for the
child, and educates the adult how to
utilize these skills for everyday pur-
poseful play. The second half of the
group focuses on verbally and musi-
cally supporting caregivers by encour-
aging musical activities, specifically
for their individual child, toward the
developmental goal. Every few
months, free instruments are avail-
able- when eligible.

Other programs are: “Stand By Me”
– Music Therapy and Verbal Support
for “CarePartners” of people living
with dementia. “Our Musical
Memories” is another group available
for CarePartners with their person liv-
ing with dementia. The “Musical
Memories” group also offers free
instruments to eligible group mem-

bers.
Each of the programs are free, meet

monthly and require internet access
and Zoom (camera).

Coming up on January 7, 2022 at 2
p.m., ATI will be collaborating with
the Newburgh Free Public Library for
a music program for seniors living
with memory loss with their
CarePartners called “Beat the Winter
Blues.” Through this virtual program,
attendees will experience how music
therapy can assist in increasing cogni-
tive, speech, motor and socialization
skills, while decreasing stress and
anxiety. Bring any rhythm instrument
to keep the beat and “Beat the Winter
Blues!”

For more information and to register
for any of the programs, contact
Akilah Sutphin, Family Peer Advocate
at Action Toward Independence. Call
her at (845) 794-4228 or email asut-
phin@atitoday.org.
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BY JAY QUAINTANCE
PRESIDENT
SUNY SULLIVAN

A s anyone who has tried to hire
a contractor knows, there is a

significant workforce shortage in con-
struction trades.  

The White House’s Build Back
Better proposal will further increase
demands for skilled tradespeople as
our region addresses critical infra-
structure needs.

To ensure the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley have a pipeline of
skilled workers, SUNY Sullivan is
partnering with the North Atlantic
States Regional Council of Carpenters
Local 279, to develop an “Earn While
You Learn” program that ties tradi-
tional apprenticeship programs
offered by the council to a SUNY
Sullivan Associates degree in building
trades, with an emphasis on sustain-
ability and Green Building technolo-
gies.

This innovative program will allow
participants to earn a union wage,
complete the requirements of the
apprenticeship and earn a college
degree and be reimbursed for the

cost of tuition upon completion.
Unfortunately, the choice of pursing

a college degree or going into the
trades has often been either/or.  This
program breaks down that needless
barrier and encourages young people
with the drive and desire to do both
at the same time.  

Part of this is to help young people
and career changers realize that the
trades are not the same as they were
40 or 50 years ago.  These jobs are
highly skilled and provide a great
career path.

Participants will complete the on-
the-job training and hands-on instruc-
tion at the NASRCC training facility in
Orange County, for which they will
also earn college credit.  

They will complete the academic
portion of the degree either in-person
or on-line at SUNY Sullivan.  

The goal for us is begin enrolling
students in the fall of 2022, working
closely with the local schools and
BOCES to enroll a cohort of interest-
ed young people.  

To provide opportunity for those
who are interested in continuing
their educations, we are planning an
articulation agreement with SUNY
Alfred State that would allow gradu-

ates to transfer there to complete a
Bachelor’s Degree in either
Construction Supervision or
Technology Management.

If you are interested in finding out
more about this program please
contact
admissions@sunysullivan.edu.

‘Earn while you learn’ for high-demand jobs

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO
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