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93944 95462

94433

Residen�al & Commercial Remodeling Services

FREE ESTIMATES! 
Everything we do is custom designed and manufactured!

Visit our showroom at 5131 Main Street, South Fallsburg, NY for ideas!

845‐434‐7080
90

95
4



OCTOBER 2021                                                                  SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT                    HOME IN THE COUNTRY    3H

                                                                                                    

• Passive House Performance

• Contemporary Design 

• Triple Pane Windows

• Hiking Trails, Waterfalls and Ponds

• 40+ acre conservation easement

• Livingston Manor 2 hours from NY

Net Zero Community
Passive House
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 Energy efficient + generator

 Quiet town-maintained road

 Pepacton Reservoir minutes away 

 Lake Rights - EMERALD LAKE

 LOW Delaware County Taxes

 3 BR, 2 full baths, 2,500+ sf 

On Emerald Lake
Year-Round Catskill RETREAT
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Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
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30 MATTRESSES ON DISPLAY
SLEEP BETTER TONIGHT!!!!

OPEN 7 DAYS
www.majekfurniture.com

58
57

7

FURNITURE
FOR EVERY

ROOM
IN YOUR HOME!

MONTICELLO
312 EAST BROADWAY

(ACROSS FROM ALDI’S)

(845) 796-4800

2. 
MLS

6113870
Liberty

Township  
BiLevel

1.
MLS

6088447
Rockland
Township

Ranch

3. 
MLS

6115734
Thompson
Township

Ranch Arts
and Crafts

4. 
MLS 6103479
Mamakating

Township 
Cape Cod

8. 
MLS 6124922

Fremont 
Township

Estate 
Contemporary

6. 
MLS

6122170
Callicoon
Township

Chalet/Log

5. 
MLS 6096702

Cochecton
Township

Farm House

3 BR/ 2 BA
Acres: 1.67
Sold For: $165,000 
Property Tax: $7,100
Square Footage: 1750 
Built: 1960

Listed By: Lynn Orr-Fancher,
BHHS Peters Realty
Sold By: Etta Barbanti, 
The Barbanti Group

3 BR / 3 BA
Acres: 1.4
Sold For: $299,000
Property Tax: $4,148
Square Footage: 1825
Built: 2004

Listed By: Marilyn Block,
C21 Country Realty
Sold By: Jean Dermer, 
The Barbanti Group   

2 BR / 2 BA
Acres:1.97
Sold For: $250,000
Property Tax: $5,018
Square Footage: 1040
Built: 1960

Listed By: Angela Joyce
Rein, Common Ground
Real Estate LLC
Sold By: Non Board 
Member

2 BR / 2 BA 
Acres: 3.30
Sold For: $420,000
Property Tax: $5,081
Square Footage: 1135
Built: 1989

Listed By: Carole A 
Barotti, Elliot & 
Pomeroy Inc.
Sold By: Carol A. Barotti,
Elliot & Pomeroy

6 BR / 5 BA
Acres: .09
Sold For: $315,000
Property Tax: $6,300
Square Footage: 3650
Built: 1901

Listed By: Irene Nicholai,
Sold By: Kassie E. Carlson,
RM Farm Real Estate,

3 BR / 3 BA
Acres: 5.41
Sold For: $573,000
Property Tax: $10,449
Square Footage: 1880
Built: 2018

Listed By: Heather C
Quaintance, Country
House Realty
Sold By: Cathleen Breen,
Eagle Valley Realty

7. 
MLS

6115879
Callicoon
Township
Contem-

porary,
Farmhouse

3 BR / 3 BA
Acres: .60
Sold For: $269,900
Property Tax: $6,502
Square Footage: 2156
Built: 2007

Listed By: Non Board
Member
Sold By: Dulce M Ferrera,
Keller Williams Hudson
Valley

3 BR / 2 BA
Acres: .46
Sold For: $531,000
Property Tax: $6,228
Square Footage: 1790
Built: 1990

Listed By: Deborah M.
Gorenflo, Timberland
Properties 
Sold By: Non Board 
Member

Recent Home Sales
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90670

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
845-649-1720/Dawn cell

845-649-1228/Bill cell
Payneteam315@gmail.com

www.PayneteamRE.com

If you’re thinking of buying or selling,
there’s no better time than now!

112 Caskey Road,
Glen Spey, NY 12737

$799,000
Family homestead on 8 acres with
large poll barn, shed, large rocking
chair porch, outdoor entertain-
ment area with pool, and much
more! 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms,
2,600 square feet.

85 Merriewold Road, 
Forestburgh, NY 12777

$899,000
La Folie, the first true Merriewold Club home. Victorian style
with modern updates. Large wraparound porch, gourmet
kitchen, hardwood floors, gorgeous winding staircase, herb
gardens, and more backed by a babbling brook. 6 bedrooms,
2.5 bathrooms. Private club.

527 Route 434,
Shohola, 
PA 18458

$265,000
Newly renovated home
with private pond.
Fenced in yard, black-
top driveway, attached
2 car garage, walkup
attic. 2 bedrooms, 1.5
bathrooms, and over
1,200 square feet of liv-
ing space.

26 Lake Drive, Highland Lake, NY 12743
$799,000

Easy-living lakefront home with 2 additional lakefront buildings lots
for an additional $299,000 each on prestigious, private Lake De-
Venoge. 100 ft of lake frontage, 3 season sun porch, park like grounds,
large kitchen, 2 master suites, sauna, and much more! 3 bedrooms,
2.5 bathrooms. Low dues!

91
26
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O ur modern world
needs new and sus-
tainable sources of
energy and one of

those sources is an ancient one,
the sun. Early civilizations
revered and some worshiped
the sun as an omnipotent being.
Some civilizations built great
monuments to celebrate the
sun. Today companies like
Delaware River Solar (DRS)
build solar farms to harness its
incredible power.

Each and every day the sun
provides us with good, clean,
renewable energy. Light from
the sun travels the unimagin-
able distance of 90 million miles
to the sur-

face of the Earth in just over 8
minutes.  Within one hour the
sun provides Earth with enough
energy for a full year’s worth of
power. Imagine that. In just one
hour, the sun provides a year’s
worth of energy for the entire
world.  

The sun shines, but how does
that translate into consumable
energy?  Photovoltaic technolo-
gy converts light into electricity
using semiconductor materials
which make up cells.  These
cells are combined with each
other to make up solar panels.
When the photons pass
through the

cells, they are converted into
electrons. Sunlight is harnessed
into a usable form of energy and
fed directly into the local energy
grid for consumption.  

Solar energy is one of the
fastest growing industries today,
and community solar is part of
that revolution.  Community
solar is one of the easiest,
cheapest, and most inclusive
ways to access solar energy.
Solar developers, such as DRS,
build community solar

Consider community solar
BY CAT SCOTT

CUSTOMER SUPPORT MANAGER AT DELAWARE RIVER SOLAR

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8H

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
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farms that produce good, clean
solar energy that local utility
customers can subscribe to at a
discounted rate.  

Community solar exists and is
thriving thanks to the commu-
nity itself. Delaware River Solar
works with local landowners,
governments, organizations,
and residents to responsibly
and effectively build solar proj-
ects that benefit the community.  

Often those landowners are
farmers looking for passive
income that will preserve their
land. Each solar farm is con-
structed to be as sustainable as
possible with much thought to
preserving future use of the
land.  DRS also uses sheep on
several farms to maintain vege-
tation and several farms are
home to bee colonies.

Community solar allows
almost anyone with a utility bill 

to participate. In the past, solar
was installed on roofs or land of
homeowners leaving renters,
low income residents, and small
businesses out. Community
solar provides an opportunity
for renters, and small business-
es as well as others to partici-
pate.  

Delaware River Solar’s mission
is to expand solar energy to
those that cannot or prefer not
to host solar on their own prop-
erty and to contribute to the
state’s bold energy and climate
goals. New York State hopes to
provide 50 percent of the state’s
energy needs with renewables
by 2030.

DRS has 29 solar farms cur-
rently operating in New York
State with 12 solar farms here in
Sullivan County.  Each solar
farm can serve anywhere from
300 to 1,000 customers and
helps reduce carbon emissions
by millions of pounds per year. 

The average household can
reduce their carbon footprint by
thousands of pounds per year
by simply subscribing to a com-
munity solar farm.  

New technologies have
allowed us to partner with
ancient resources to develop a
brighter and cleaner future.
Community solar is a simple
way to become part of the solu-
tion and it’ll help you save a few
bucks while doing it.

Delaware River Solar develops,
builds, and operates community
solar projects throughout New
York State. They provide service
to customers in NYSEG, Central
Hudson, Orange & Rockland,
and RG&E territories. 

They currently offer a 5 per-
cent discount on the utility’s
rate and have enrollment
bonuses for new customer
accounts.  

To reserve your spot and sign
up, visit www.delawareriverso-
lar.com or call 845-414-3491
with questions.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7H
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Specializing in all phases of service & installation...
plumbing, radiant heating, hot water/hot air heating, hydro air, air-conditioning

• AC Ductless Split Units • Water Treatment Systems • Geothermal Systems
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

www.smallshvac.com37
81

0

Serving
Sullivan CountySmalls

Plumbing, Heating, and AC
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93758

95831

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR REMODELING YOUR WEEKEND HOME

4887 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484

catskill-home.com | alan@catskill-home.com

New locations at:
(845) 288-2650

4887 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484

catskill-concierge.com | alan@catskill-concierge.com

New locations at:
(845) 288-2650

95
81
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53 Stewart Avenue
Roscoe, NY 12776

845-397-1937
www.eagleriver-realty.com

Selling or Buying
We’ve got you covered.

Call today 845-397-1937



T
he warmth and beauty of a fire-

place adds so much to a home.

And with so many choices like

open hearths, fireplace inserts, fire

bowls, or pellet and wood-burning stoves,

you’re sure to find the perfect match for your

design and your pocketbook.

But failure to clean and maintain your chim-

ney can have catastrophic consequences

including carbon monoxide poisoning, water

damage, house fires, injuries and even death.

So, it’s vitally important to get your chimney

cleaned and inspected before every heating

season.

Liberty Chimney & Sons of Smallwood

offers a 23-point safety inspection that

includes the fireplace, flue liners, caps,

crown and exterior brickwork. They look for

signs of damage, deterioration, buildup and

obstructions. Additionally, Liberty Chimney can

install, restore, clean and sweep all chimneys

whether they are used for oil, gas or wood.

Devin Wallgren, owner of Liberty Chimney &

Sons, has put together a list of chimney safety

tips that will get you safely through the upcom-

ing fall and winter months.

• Inspect and clean the chimney and fireplace

system annually. The inspection will entail

checking the flue for obstructions, creosote

buildup, cracks, interior/exterior damage.

• Creosote is highly combustible, and an

obstruction can block the flue leading to a fire or

allow smoke and vapors in the chimney that can

enter the home exposing you to carbon monox-
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Keeping safe and warm
this winterBy Carol Montana

Devin Wallgren, owner of
Liberty Chimney installs a rain /

animal guard cap.

Below right: The crew from
Liberty Chimney making 

some repairs.



ide gas.

• Make sure the chimney has an appropriate

cap to keep out the elements, debris, and any

critters.

• Make sure the top of the chimney is free

and clear, cut back any tree limbs if needed.

•  Make sure the damper is working proper-

ly. There should be nothing preventing it from

opening or closing.

• Burn well-seasoned hardwood. Green

wood such as pine is not recommended.

• Do not use chemicals to start a fire. Use

only fire starters specifically designed for fire-

places and woodstoves.

• Keep furniture and any combustibles at

least 36 inches from fireplaces and wood-

stoves.

•  Do not overload your firebox with wood.

More wood doesn’t mean longer-lasting fires.

It means more smoke, minimal heat, and an

increase in dangerous gas production that can

linger in the home and also lead to creosote

buildup.

• Have a fireplace screen or glass doors with

a screen in front of the fireplace during opera-

tion to avoid sparks or embers from jumping

out.

• If using a woodstove, get a stove pipe ther-

mometer to monitor the flue pipe tempera-

ture and adjust as needed. If it burns too low,

it can produce creosote. If it's burning too hot

it can reach dangerous temperature levels,

causing damage to the stove or possibly a

chimney fire.

• Clean the firebox in between fires. Scoop

up cool ashes and place them in a metal con-

tainer.

Finally, have a fire extinguisher handy and

most importantly install carbon monoxide

and smoke detectors on every level of your

home as well as inside and outside of sleeping

areas. Test detectors monthly and change the

batteries at least once a year. 

Contact Liberty Chimney & Sons at 845-583-

5733, email them at

libertychimney@gmail.com or visit their web-

site at www.libertychimney.com.
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It’s important to keep up with chimney repairs.

Above: A happy customer with his newly installed fireplace insert.

At left: Yes, there’s a real chimney sweep in Smallwood. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
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“The Catskill Renaissance”
We want to be a part of it, installing

the best fireplace brands in the business!

(845) 452-8444 • www.fairviewhearthside.com

61810

M-F 8:30am-5pm, 
Sat 9:00am-5pm, Sun closed

MICHAELSAPPLIANCE.COM

92684
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P.O. Box 335
21 Lower Main St., Callicoon, NY

845-887-5640
www.fredarealty.comDamascus, Pa. Move right in to this 

stream-front renovated home that’s close to 
everything! Th is 2 BR/1.5 bath residence has 
a wraparound deck. Walking distance to the Delaware River access. 
Opened main level kitchen, DR & living area. Th e wide plank fl oors 
are gorgeous! Detached garage has electric & sliding barn doors. Ter-
rifi c stonework, and stately trees. Just 5 minutes from Callicoon; 15 
to Narrowsburg, NY and 25 min to Honesdale.

Jeff ersonville, NY Big-boned, 3-story farmhouse has 4 BRs, 2 baths. 
Will benefi t from updating, but it is solid and completely livable. Has 
a good metal roof, heated basement and a paved driveway. 2-car garage 
with workshop, a 76’x18’ large barn and a 14x12 shed. Huge backyard 
 w/fruit trees and plantings. Walk to all 
 the restaurants and shops in Jeff ersonville 
 or make the short drive to Callicoon, 
 Delaware River and Bethel Woods.

$319,000    MLS # 6139241

$239,000   MLS # 6131238

89
85
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Whether you're planning a new
system or replacing existing equipment,

WE CAN HELP!!

Patz
Dealer

• Conveyors

• Barn Cleaner Chains

• Power Silage Carts

• Silo Uploaders

• Round Balers
• Rotary Rakes
• V Rakes
• Bale Wagons 

(Round & Square)
• Bale Wrapper 

(New & Used) SMALL FARMING EQUIP.

Rutledge Repairs
Ron Rutledge      570-224-4319   cell # 570-468-2497 Damascus, Pa., 18415  

674 Callicoon Rd.

H&S EQUIPMENT
CLAAS Equipment

65199

4 3 4 - 6 1 6 1

Mon-Fri 7 to 5

S

DEALER

FREE

Everything to Build Anything!

434-6161 Fax 434-6997

51
06
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ould you be intrigued
by a neighborhood
where the homes
have names like
Alice’s Wonderland,

Country Club, Just Breathe, Moon
Dance, Peace of the Lake, Bored of Edu-
cation, Forty Winks and Rest Ashored? 

How about a home called “Where the
Wild Things Are”? That’s what Rich and
Jess, along with their two teenage sons
Max and Chase, have named their lake-
front home in the Wolf Lake Commu-
nity. 

“We go out fishing every day,” said
Rich, as he enthusiastically listed the
features the community of Wolf Lake of-
fers. “We love the house here, we use all

the amenities – the shooting range, the
club house, the beach …” 

“The basketball court that converts
into a pickle ball court,” chimed in Jes-
sica.

In fact, they love the Wolf Lake com-
munity so much, they just bought a
house down the block. And a jackpot
awaits whoever buys their current home
at S. Shore Drive, Wurtsboro (but lo-
cated in the Town of Thompson). In the
last few months, before they knew they
were moving, Rich and Jess upgraded al-
most the entire house. 

“We brought it up to date after 40
years of disrepair,” said Rich. The house

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16H

BY CAROL MONTANA

W

A lake community 
second to none

CAROL MONTANA PHOTOS

CAROL MONTANA PHOTOS

At left: The front view of

the house on Wolf Lake is

cool,  green and shady.

Below: A homemade fire

pit on the side of the

house will keep you warm

on a chilly night. 

Opposite page: From

lounge chairs on your

dock to shaded seating

on one of the decks to a

hammock in the backyard,

there are many prime

places to relax in this

beautiful outdoor 

environment.



has new septic, HVAC, conditioned crawl
space with dehumidifier, all new electric and
lighting, baseboard heat, new heating in the
bathrooms and master bedroom, new plumb-
ing lines, brand new washer / dryer, new
flooring on the first floor, a new loft, wood
ceilings, all new walls and insulation on the
first floor, new tile in the kitchen and the first
floor has been newly painted. 

“In the Wolf Lake community, people stay
for a long time,” said Broker Patti Greco
Sunshine of The Sunshine Group Real Estate
Corp. “People are raised here, their family has
the house and then it gets handed down, and
generally that’s why sales are so infrequent in
Wolf Lake.” 

Associate Broker Jonathan Sunshine added
that, currently, in the community of over 250
homes, there’s only one other lakefront for

sale, and that will most likely be sold by the
time this article is published. 

The house itself is warm and inviting with
hardwood floors, knotty pine walls, a family
room with a stone fireplace and cathedral
ceiling, office space, a multi-cabinet kitchen
with an L-shaped counter for breakfast, a din-
ing room, four bedrooms, large walk-in clos-
ets, three baths, a newly built and carpeted
loft where children can play or sleep, a deck, a
patio and a dock on the lake.

But truly, the selling points of this home are
the lakefront location in the community and
the tons of amenities offered by the Wolf Lake
Homeowners Association. A $5,000 buy-in
and a yearly fee of just $600 entitles the resi-
dents to 2,000 acres of marked hiking, snow-
mobile and ATV trails, hunting, fishing for
bass, pickerel and sunnies, swimming, boat-
ing on the 360-acre non-motorboat Wolf Lake,
more fishing on nearby Bass Pond and
Division Pond (also part of Wolf Lake), a
shooting range, movie nights, bocci ball,
social hours at the club house and more. 

“They have sailing races, fishing contests,
ice-fishing contests, a dolphin race where you
swim across the whole lake, and a smaller one
for kids called a minnow swim,” said Rich.
“People even snowmobile on the lake during
the winter. And all these different activities are
run by volunteers from the community.” 

“There’s an event called Wolfstock,” added
Jess. “They run a tie-dye thing for kids during
the day, and have a band at night.” She
explained that once in a while there might be
a small event fee. “The most we paid was
when seven of us went to a movie night and it
was $20.” 

“There is pride of ownership and pride of
community,” mentioned Jonathan. “This
community is second to none.” That pride of
ownership might explain why everyone
names their homes, and why their uniquely
shaped mailboxes sometimes reflect their life
philosophy. 

“You couldn’t walk into a friendlier commu-
nity,” declared Jess, explaining that “you don’t
drive by another car or a person walking with-
out waving.”

“The thing about Wolf Lake,” observed Patti,
“is that it’s focused on activities and families
and complete relaxation in a pristine environ-
ment that is controlled by this community.
You can’t just cut down or clear-cut trees.
They want you to be on the lake and not see a
bunch of houses. These houses are so tucked
in that you don’t really see them.”

“The motto of the HOA,” Jess added, “is
‘Forever Wild.’”
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15H

MLS: Coming soon
Address: S. Shore
Drive, Wurtsboro
City/Town: Thompson 
School District:
Monticello
Water access: Yes
Property Type: Single
family, contemporary

Bedrooms: 4
Baths: 3
Basement: Crawl
space
Fireplaces: 1
Total Sq. Ft.: 2,312 
Acres: 0.51
Year built: 1940,
updated 7/2021

Fuel: Oil
Amenities:
Lakefront
Deck
Dock
Price: Coming soon
Contact: Jonathan
Sunshine
Patti Greco Sunshine

The Sunshine Group
Real Estate Corps
www.thesunshine-
group.us
info@thesunshine-
group.us
845-796-1200 

HOME FEATURES

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CAROL MONTANA PHOTO

Above: A
stone fire-

place in the
family room

will keep you
warm and

toasty in this
bright open

floor plan.

Attractive
lighting and

a warm wood
tone adds a
cozy feel to
the master

bath. 



                                     

 
Crystal Run Road 

Middletown, NY  10941 
Ready Mix Concrete  Concrete Sand  Washed Stone Crushed Stone 

Fine Red Item Modified Red Item 
Open Saturdays 

Deliveries Available 
       Plant Locations: 
                             Rt 94 Chester    Winterton Rd Bloomingburg  
                             Rt 6 Slate Hill    Route 17B Mongaup Valley 

                                (845)692-4486       (800)736-1336 91
13

3

Local Products
Farm to Table

COFFEE SHOP
BAKERY

SANDWICHES
GROCERIES

4338 Hancock Hwy, Equinunk, PA 18417

570-224-4272

96
15

5
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Clockwise from above: 
The L-shaped counter in the kitchen is
perfect for breakfast or a mid-day
snack. 

A sliding barn door is a unique entrance
to a perfect children’s bedroom. 

The dining area opens onto the deck
offering plenty of space to eat and
entertain. 

The newly opened loft adds extra space
for a playroom or children’s sleeping
area. 
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90037

RoscoeLumberYard@yahoo.com 53
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO HOME...
We’re here for all your driveway paving needs!

Paving | Asphalt Paving | Gravel or Loose Fill Paving  | Power Washing
Asphalt Paving Repair | Asphalt Sealing | Tar & Chip | Sealcoating

“Cooper responded to our request
for a quote on the same day 
we submitted it. They did an 

excellent job on our sealcoat. 
I highly recommend!”

We are open to assist you by phone 
and text at 796-1500, email, and online at mbagency.com

67 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701 • (845) 796-1500 • info@mbagency.com

Personal coverage
• Automobile
• Homeowners
• Umbrella Policy

Business coverage
• Business automobile
• Package policies
• Workers’ compensation

96
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QUALITY & PRIDE BACK IN AMERICA

(845)932-8111 or (570)251-9990
or visit AEgenerators.com

The security and comfort
of Home Back up Power

is now more
affordable than ever.
Give us a call today

for a free
in home consult.

All phases of electrical work
Line Extension & Bucket Truck Service

Trusted & Dependable Electrical Contractors for 30+ Years
LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL7
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Building Traditions
Specializing in Kitchens and Baths

Linda Lee Babicz
845-482-2021

SHOWROOM LOCATION
4886 State Route 52,    Jeffersonville, NY 12748

buildingtraditions1@gmail.com Like us on Facebook @ Building Traditions

82
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ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

ALL DAY
CONSTRUCTION

Seamless Gutters • Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Washing • Junk Removal

Servicing Sullivan County

631-741-3029
Senior/Veteran Discounts | Licensed & Insured

91
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· Wear appropriate PPE. Personal
protective equipment should be
worn when clearing land. The appro-
priate PPE when clearing land
includes attire and other gear that
many homeowners likely already
have on hand. A long-sleeve shirt,
puncture proof pants and gloves and
slip-resistant work boots should be
worn when clearing land. Home-
owners also may want to invest in a
hard hat if they will be cutting

branches off of trees or cutting trees
down. A face shield also may be a
good bet depending on the scale and
potential dangers of the project.· Contact your utility company.
Overhead power and telephone lines
are visible to the naked eye, and
homeowners should be conscious of
those lines as they cut any high
branches. But underground lines are
not visible, and that can make clear-
ing land dangerous. Homeowners
are urged to contact their utility
companies before they begin to clear
any land so they can determine if

any underground lines are beneath
areas they intend to clear out.· Get a lay of the land. Carefully
inspect the area to be cleared prior to
starting the project. Inspections can
reveal the density of any vegetation
that may need to be removed and
reveal if there are any harmful plants
like poison ivy growing. Many DIYers
can remove small trees on their own,
but a professional tree service may
be necessary for large trees or those
located close to the house. Home-
owners won't want to cut down a
tree, even a small one, if it can poten-
tially fall onto the house.· Don't go it alone. No one should
clear land alone. Even small projects
are best tackled by at least two peo-
ple. Should someone get injured dur-
ing the project, the presence of
another person ensures someone
can immediately call for help. In
addition, clearing land can be more
difficult than it appears, and having
at least two people to pull old shrubs
or carry tree branches reduces the
risk of injury.

Safety should be the utmost priori-
ty as homeowners prepare to clear
land on their properties.

Safety first when clearing land
New homeowners often see

their homes as blank can-
vasses. Looking at a home

as a blank canvas is typically associ-
ated with its interior, but it also can
apply to landscaping.

Homes are empty of furniture and
decorative items like photos and art
on the walls when new homeowners
move in. That makes it easy to see
the interior of a home as a blank
canvas. But that's not always so easy
in the garden or the yard, where
brush, overgrown plants or trees
and other eyesores might have been
left behind by the previous owners.
A landscape must be cleared out
before it can be seen as a blank can-
vas. Though clearing land may seem
like a straightforward process, no
one knows what lies beneath over-
growth or neglected areas of a yard
or garden. Do-it-yourselfers can
typically clear land on their own, but
some safety strategies should be
kept in mind to ensure the process
goes smoothly.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES PHOTO
Piles of old lumber or tree limbs could be
hiding many unseen hazards.
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Spacious 1,500 square foot vaulted ranch 
pre-build starting as low as $ 356,900! 

Positioned on 2 acres, this package provides a spacious yard 
& plenty of elbow room. Packed with amazing features, this land and home package is 

sure to move quickly. Featuring a spacious vaulted living room with cozy fireplace, 
upgraded kitchen cabinetry, 100 sq. ft. open deck and a walk-in tile shower, this 

extremely livable floor plan is perfect for a new family or as a dream retirement home. 
Call us today to make this dream home your reality! 

93
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1 Eagle Court 
Sparrowbush, NY 12780 
Fax 845-856-0831 
Phone: 845-856-7951 
martellbuilders@gmail.com 
WWW.MARTELLHOMEBUILDERS.COM 

Sullivan County lags Hudson Valley in real estate sales
BY FRED STABBERT III

HUDSON VALLEY – Accord -
ing to figures released on
Wednesday from the

Hudson Gateway Association of
Realtors (HGAR), Sullivan County
was the only county in the Mid-
Hudson region to experience
lower home sales in the third
quarter of 2021 as compared to
2020.

The report includes sales for the
Lower Hudson Region, served by
OneKey Multiple Listing Service,
including Sullivan, Westchester,
Putnam, Rockland, Orange and
Bronx counties. This phenomena
could be attributed to a dramatic
decrease in inventory as inventory
fell from 1,015 homes on the mar-
ket during the third quarter of
2018 to just 570 homes in 2021.

This year, HGAR reported that
307 homes were sold in Sullivan
County compared to 401 in the
third quarter of 2020 – a 23.4%
decrease. However, this number is

still above the 2018 and 2019
numbers, when 271 and 277
homes were sold, respectively.

“With the exception of the sec-
ond quarter of 2020, the real estate
market has been an anomaly, out-
performing the economy,” the
report states. “Sales and prices
have enjoyed a trajectory which is
likely unsustainable going for-
ward, however, the economy of
the Hudson Valley continues to
improve and grow more vibrant
which bodes well for real estate.”

The report continues, “It is likely
that price increases will moderate
and additional product will come
on the market, which will sustain
a strong market in the near term.” 

Median sale prices of single-
family homes in Sullivan County
increased 25.8% from 2020 to
2021, going from $199,000 to
$250,250.

Two-to-four family homes
increased a whopping 161% dur-
ing the same period, going from
$75,000 to $195,900.            
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ROURKE LAW

REAL ESTATE • CIVIL • FAMILY • DWI
ESTATES & TRUSTS • INJURY & MORE

ROURKELAW.COM 845.292.2000

Your Trusted
Counsel in the
C  tskills

25 Darbee Lane, Liberty

84
44
5

91156

& MODULAR HOMES

Ryan Edwards, Salesperson

23 Edwards Lane • 7 Main St. • Livingston Manor, NY 12758

Office: 845-439-3620 • Cell: 914-799-5075

livmanor.com 90
29
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“If We Can’t Find Your Dream Home 
We’ll Have It Built For You.”

TREATED LUMBER... PLYWOOD... PANELING... INSULATION... 
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MOLDING... FRAMING LUMBER... PAINT... HARDWARE... TOOLS...
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0Sat. 8 am-3 pm (Labor Day - Memorial Day)

8 am-5 pm (Memorial Day - Labor Day)
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DRIVEWAYS - SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DRAINAGE - LAND CLEARING

DEMOLITION - SNOWPLOWING & REMOVAL 
FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

ReevesExcavation@yahoo.com

91
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New Homes    Log Homes
Total Renovations

Additions
Custom Kitchens

Baths   Decks   Windows
Doors   Siding

Structural Repairs
Garages   Drywall

Metal Studs
Acoustical Ceilings
Jacking / LevelingResidential & Commercial

It’s Your Home... Have It Done Right

845-292-2686

Serving Sullivan County 
for over 35 years!

92
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NOW HIRING!

AND LIGHTNING PROTECTION SYSTEMS

(845) 583-5733 / (845) 858-SOOT

•  CHIMNEYS BUILT
•  CLEANED
•  CAPPED
•  REPAIRED
• RELINED

•  DAMPERS INSTALLED
•  WATERPROOFING
•  LIGHTNING ROD 
   SYSTEMS AVAILABLE 
   IN COPPER & ALUMINUM

•  NFPA MEMBER
•  STOVES INSTALLED
•  CONCEALED 
   INSTALLATIONS ON 
   NEW STRUCTURES

87
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Member of Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce and Hudson Valley Better Business Bureau
Craig Annunziata | Cochecton, NY | 845-932-8475 | www.duraclean78.com

90
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Duraclean’s Difference
Call us today 

to get your home Clean & Sanitized!!!
*Upholstery *Carpet *Area Rugs 

*Leather *Tile * Grout

NOW IN OUR
43RD YEAR

Specializing in
*Water Damage*24-Hour Emergency Service

59
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2500 sq.ft. with 3-4 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths, adorable barn for entertaining 
or farming, 1 car garage and gorgeous 

double ponds with waterfall on 10 acres. 
You may fall in love!

Asking $449,000

FRENCH WOODS FARMHOUSE, BARN & PONDS

WAYNE COUNTY READY MIX, INC.CONCRETE COMPANY

CONCRETE • MASONRY SUPPLIES
Retaining Wall Blocks • Concrete Pump Services

379 Grimms Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 | 570.253.4341  |  Fax: 570.253.3450 | waynecoready@hotmail.com

60
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Complete 
Installation 
By Trained 
Technicians

• All Types of Maintenance Free 
Vinyl Fence

• Chain Link - Galvanized or Vinyl Covered
• Decorative  Aluminum Fences

• Wrought Iron Fences & Gates
• Railings
• Custom Wood 
• Paddock Fencing

COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FENCE

386-1161 or
791-4311
19 Borden St. • Otisville, NY 10963        www.ketchamfence.com

• Dog Kennels
• Tennis Court Enclosures
• Swimming Pool Enclosures
• Electric Gate Openers

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

KETCHAM
FENCING INC.

16
51
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Established
1967



Classic
Country 

Grandeur
An enchanting French

Woods home in the
Town of Hancock can
become your ultimate

escape, and it’s just a stone throws
away from the Delaware River.

The four-bedroom home sitting
on 10 acres offers plenty of space
for family and friends to gather
and enjoy themselves.

Built in 1900, the home offers all
the charm of a classic farmhouse
while having modern life ameni-
ties, including high-speed inter-
net.

A spacious living room makes it

the perfect spot to relax and catch
up on the latest streaming movies.
With views of the property and
ponds, your senses will be taking it
all in.

This fully inclusive kitchen offers
a full range of kitchen appliances
that can give those cooking shows
a run for their money. 

Whether it’s brunch, a birthday
party, or just toast and a cup of
tea, the kitchen, with its open
space, gives you the comfort of
being cozy without feeling
enclosed.

No matter what’s for breakfast or
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Sit by the water or take out the canoe or
kayak and enjoy beautiful days like this one.

It’s especially colorful this time of year.  



OCTOBER 2021                                                                  SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT                  HOME IN THE COUNTRY    25H

dinner, with seating inside the
kitchen and just around the corner
to the dining room, finding the
perfect spot to enjoy a meal
should not be an issue.

This waterfront property boasts
sprawling views of the surround-
ing mountain peaks and the reflec-
tion of the sun glistening off the
pounds right outside your door.

As family or friends gather
around the dining room table,
they will be able to take in nature
outside with its large windows that
allow the sun's rays to cascade and
bring a warm glow into the home.

You can step outside to your
enclosed porch either on a bright
sunny day or a snowy day when
you have no place to go but to sit
down and enjoy your hot cup of
tea.

The enclosed porch offers pro-
tection from the elements and
allows you to be part of the out-
side world while maintaining your
safety.

Step outside and experience
your private refuge as you walk
down to your pond and listen to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26H

Walk the grounds of
this gorgeous 10-
acre property. The
spacious setting is
great for hosting
guests, as well as for
kids and pets to
play.

The interior of the
home, from the
choice of wood to
the furniture, helps
to establish the
classic farmhouse
feel.

Above: The kitchen at this home will accommodate all of your
culinary and practical needs. Make a cup of coffee or special
snack. 

Then head outside to the deck (pictured at left) and take a front
row seat to every season in the Catskills. The comfortable lounge
chairs are also a great place to read a few chapters of your
favorite book. 

Finally, after a day full of rest, relaxation and plenty of adven-
tures, retire to bed in one of this home’s four bedrooms.



GLENN L. SMITH, P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER, P.C.

P.O. Box 156
533 Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

Glenn Smith
President

Ph: (845) 796-2216
Fax: (845) 796-2716

Email: gsmith.pepc@verizon.net

22
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63 Cemetery Road 

Middletown, NY 10940 

Now Accepting Clean Bulk Concrete & Asphalt  

OPEN SATURDAYS                 

(845)344-4486 

90970
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the gentle sounds of the waterfall.
Go for a boat ride or sit on the

dock and watch the sunrise before
you head into Callicoon or
Hancock to play a round of golf.

Take a breather in this single-
family home and plan out the next

adventure on the Delaware River
or map out where you can install
the chicken coop. The farmhouse
will bring you back to a place you
didn't even know existed: peace.

For more info on the home, con-
tact Licensed Real Estate Broker
Rosie DeCristofaro at 845-807-
8506.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25H
List Price: $449,000
MLS Number: 6144943
Property Type: Single
Family
Style: Farm House
County: Delaware County
City/Town: Hancock
Bedrooms: 4
Baths Total: 3
Sq Ft: 2,496

Year Built: 1900
Acres: 10
School District: Hancock
Amenities:
1st Floor Bedrm, Barn(s),
Deck, Dock/Mooring,
Formal Dining Room,
Foyer, Hardwood Floors As
Seen, Lake/Pond/Stream,
Mountain Views, Porch,

Privacy, Scenic View, Walk
Out Basement, Water
View, Waterfront
Included:
A/C Units, Dishwasher,
Dryer, Flat Screen TV
Bracket, Freezer,
Oven/Range, Refrigerator,
Shades/Blinds, Washer

HOME FEATURES

Thanksgiving is right around the corner. Invite your friends to visit and have a special meal in this home’s dining room that offers great natural light and views of the
property.



LOANS FOR BUILDING A COUNTRY LIFE

Sun room.

Whether purchasing land or a home in the country, our rural 
lending specialists can help finance your rural property.

Farm Credit East NMLS No. 522993
669 East Main Street, Middletown

888.792.3276  •  CountryLivingLoans.com
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JOHN R. THEADORE
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC

www.jtheadorelaw.com

32 Lower Main Street, Suite 4 • P.O. Box 182
Callicoon, New York 12723

P: (845) 887-1855    F: (845) 203-4141
john@jtheadorelaw.com
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Peters Realty
6 Hamilton Ave., Monticello, NY 12701

Dean Construction
Fully Insured Free Estimates

(845) 985-239893622

OCTOBER 2021                                                                  SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT                  HOME IN THE COUNTRY    27H



28H   HOME IN THE COUNTRY                        SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT                                                      OCTOBER 2021

  

 

  

 

     
 

. edversrets righllA.iontCorporaensrsAAndersen Corporation. ©2019
“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of

nder

  

 

  

 

     
 

  

 

  

 

     
 

  

 

  

 

     
 

  

 

  

 

     
 

  

 

  

 

     
 

trodular Cons
ream,DrYouYour D

Professional design services,
engineering and surveying are

  

 

  

 

     
 

tion.ruc

erExcellent custom service
is provided even after your

  

 

  

 

     
 

 Our M

We manage permits 
& approvals site development

  

 

  

 

     
 

omc.onitucrtsonHCMW 0  040-78) 7548(
)2t 3xi, e48-ff I, otroprit Arawtey Sd btecaoL(

.  Y, Nnrevak Tco. Rdvll Baniotanrten2 I4

.nioisv

r uos ytit fahe tmoe a hvay hllanio fs tt iy isaw eoe hes

l l’uod yn, ar,effs oihf te ogatnavde akao ty tados tl ulaC

. stenibas Ceirec Sissalt Calliree Merh ftif wd oemaerd

s yawle av’uon yehcte kiht te, gylne omid tetimir a loF

ADECHEN UPGRDREAM KIT

r

..evree sl blis wtnemhesrfrerer,uoo t8 te 1t bsuM

.ssecpro

y rotcaf-nr iuu oow yohl slid wn aMo 2 PM t0 A1m ors foeg

t nevs eihY! T, Neladgnin Wd iaos Rllis Mnagae0 Rt 3 and2

ayMdn  aht 7chraMn t onevr Euoy Trotcar a Fos fn uioJ

SMEET OUR BUILDER

r, r f d

6

& approvals, site development 
and all finish and trim work.

engineering and surveying are 
always available.

is provided, even after your 
project is completed.

  

 

  

 

     
 

SEE OUR VIRTUAL TOURS:
Please visit our Website or Give us a Call for Virtual Tour Dates 
h�ps://wmhconstruc�on.com/recent‐projects/virtual‐tours/

DREAM KITCHEN UPGRADE
For a limited �me only, get the kitchen you’ve always dreamed of with free Merillat Classic Series Cabinets. 
Call us today to take advantage of this offer, and you’ll see how easy it is to finally have a home that fits your vision.
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