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Hosted by
the Grahamsuville
Volunteer Fire Department

Saturday,
September 18 @ 1 pm

Route 42 Town Park to
the Grahamsville Fairgrounds
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Rock Hill Volunteer Fire Department

CONGRATULATES
GRAHAMSVILLE FD FOR
HOSTING TI-IE PARADE

Honors Chet Smith
Current President of the
Sullivan County Volunteer
Firefighter Association,
for his many years of dedicated
service to the Volunteer
Firefighters of Sullivan County
& Rock Hill Fire Department

Former SCVFA Presidents from
The Rock Hill Fire Department include:

Chet Smith Michael Hoyt Paul Durland Mark Meddaugh
2006 & 2021 2011 & 2016 2002 1990
Paul Walsh  William Bensinger
1984 1969
ISTHERE A FIRE INYOU?
JOIN US!

For.info Contact info@rockhillfiredept.com

64YEARS OF SERVICE
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The Sullivan County Volunteer

Firefighters Association Congratulates

on its

Anniversary

for your continued service
YOu and dedication to our communities!

1S THERE A WE TEACH, WE TRAIN,
WE SERVE TOGETHER

LIN YOU?- HELP YOUR COMMUNITY
FEED THE FIRE IN YOU... REWARDS

Volunteer now to make a difference in your community. * Makg “felf’@’ f”e.”dShiPS . Learn. leadership skiI|§ |
. . ge . e * Receive tuition reimbursement e Obtain new and practical skills
The Sullivan County Volunteer Firefighter Association from FASNY Higher Education and receive training with
welcomes you in joining your local fire department to become a part of Learning Plan life-saving equipment
the firefighter family and become a part of history and tradition. and technology

For more information on how you can become a volunteer firefighter please contact us at
info@sullivannyfirefighters.org ¢ sullivannyfirefighters.org ¢ joinsullivanfire@gmail.com

PUSTIUCTWE WILL NEVER FORGET " IINT
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EDITORIAL

Salute to our first responders
as we reflect on Sept. 11, 2001

f ever there was an event that

showed just how brave, self-

less and heroic our first
responders are — it was twenty
years ago tomorrow, September
11, 2001. While that terrible day is
now two decades past, the scenes,
sounds, and horrific images are
forever etched in the minds of
many who witnessed it firsthand
as well as those who watched on
television or read about the event
in newspapers.

Today, we join a chorus of peo-
ple who thank those firefighters,
EMS personnel, law enforcement
and ordinary citizens who per-
formed extraordinary tasks in
responding to the greatest attack
on American soil in our nation’s
history.

There were 343 firefighters who
died on 9-11, as well as 37 police
officers of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, 23 New
York City policemen, 8 emergency
medical technicians, 3 New York
State Court Officers and 1 New
York Fire Patrolman — and 2,977
civilians.

But it is estimated that first
reponders helped save more than
20,000 people from harm or possi-
ble death. It was a remarkable and
unforgetable feat of heroism.

In this Sullivan County
Volunteer Firefighters section, we
pay tribute to our Sullivan County
firemen and EMS personnel, near-
ly all volunteer, who protect
Sullivan County day in and day
out, 365 days a year.

They are always there when
called, whether to put out a fire,
assist at an accident scene or
respond to a weather catastrophe.

The Grahamsville Fire
Department, who are celebrating
their 75th anniversary, are this
year’s host of the 92nd Annual
Parade.

They are a remarkable depart-
ment. We also want to commend
the work of the SCVFA. While
departments and fire companies
hail from all over the region, the
SCVFA helps to bond these brave
local men and women together.

Sullivan County also had its fair
share of “9-11 Heroes” — the first
responders who immediately
began making arrangements to go
down to the scene and help.

Many of which are dealing with
or have succumbed from health
complications from the days that
followed.

We have featured a local first
responder from  Livingston
Manor, who along with members
of his squad, aided in the search
efforts. We also have an article
from a local historian/educator
on the significance of the event,
even 20 years later, and more!

In the days that followed that
horrific event, whether it be down
in NYC, locally or across the
nation, the sense of community
around our first responders was
strengthened. And still to this day
there is not enough we can do to
thank them for what they do for
our community.

However, it seemed fitting, in a
section dedicated to an event that
brings our first responders togeth-
er, to march in a parade with great
pride, that we also try and reflect
on 9/11, where so many of them
played a vital role in our country
recovering from that fateful day.

Thank you one and all!

KETCHA

FENCING I

INC.

Complete Tnstallation By “Trained “leclhnicians
RESIDENTIAL ¢« COMMERCIAL e INDUSTRIAL

COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FENCE

o) JE

2 *n_

e All Types of Maintenance Free Vinyl Fence
e Chain Link - Galvanized or Vinyl Covered
e Decorative Aluminum Fences

e Wrought Iron Fences & Gates

Bufftech

Prompt Installation

SAFA

MEMBER AMERICAN
FENCE ASSOCIATION

Free Estimates
DeLcARn o omates {/
o Legre @MM&‘}LJ%&

19 Borden St. ¢ Otisville, NY 10963

e Custom Wood ¢ Paddock Fencing

e Dog Kennels e Tennis Court Enclosures
e Swimming Pool Enclosures

e Electric Gate Openers

386-1161
or 791-4311

www.ketchamfence.com

2001
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The Culligan®
Solution!

@ Culligan’s Salt-Free Alternative
& Scale Reduction & Chemical

Free Water All In One

@ Wipe Away Hard Water
Spots With Ease

FREE Water Analysis

You could give your people

QA.QL"QmWaim

CULLIGAN OF THE HUDSON VALLEY
131 Little Britain Road, Newburgh, NY
culliganhudsonvalley.com

845-561-3728
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STORIES AND PHOTOS
BY CAROL MONTANA

rganized on November 7,
01946, the Grahamsville Fire

Department’s first Board of
Fire Commissioners included
Chairman Donald Buswell, Theron
Hasbrouck, Charles Klothe, Alton
Knight and Earl D. Sheeley. The
department’s first Fire Chief was
Jock Donaldson.

The year 1946 was also the year
that construction resumed on both
the Rondout Reservoir (to the east
of the Town of Neversink) and the
Neversink Reservoir (located at the
west of the Town) after having been
virtually suspended because of
World War II. And the Grahamsville
Fire Department was formed par-
tially because of the pressures felt
from an increasing population dur-
ing the construction of the reser-
VOIrs.

Grahamsville’s first piece of
equipment was a used Army sur-
plus fire truck, which was housed in
a garage donated for the depart-
ment’s use by Earl Sheeley. The
garage was also used as a meeting
room.

Realizing that larger housing
would soon be a necessity, the fire-
men took advantage of the fact that
land near the site of the future
Rondout Reservoir needed to be
cleared. They became literal lum-
berjacks, and after the lumber was
cured and milled, they became car-
penters, resulting in the communi-
ty’s first firehouse in late 1950.

Not too long afterward, an exten-
sion was built to house two more
bays, plus a second floor. This
building served the district for the
next 50 years.

A new century brought a com-
pletely new Grahamsville Fire
House, which included a tribute to
a local benefactor — the Leo G.
McArthur Community Hall.

Today, the fire department con-
tinues to be an active part of the
community, not just in fighting fires
and responding to emergencies,
but also by feeding the visitors to
the annual Little World’s Fair in
August, and the Giant Pumpkin
Party in October with their famous
sausage and peppers, hamburgers
and hot dogs.

Members of the department are as follows
.. James Allison Jr, Joseph Barkley, Ryan
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
“Fhe Grahamsville Fire
Department has proudly
served their community
for-75 years.

Barkley, Charles Barnard, Larry Bracken,
William Brenner, Kyle Byrne, Thomas Carroll,
Tyler Cassidy, Charles Clark Jr, Martin
Conjura, William Conjura, Tony Costa, Colby
Costa, Fernando Costa, Darick DeGraw, Curtis
Frantz, Andrew Garigliano, Mike Garigliano,
Michael Glinsk, Casey Grey, Douglas
Hamilton, David Hermann, Jeffrey Huggler,
Michael Kelly, Dale Koufert, Bernie Lange,
Sean Lewis, Chris Mathews, Ed McCarthy,

GRAHAMSVILLE E.D. OFFICERS
Line Officers
Chief: Ed McCarthy
1st Assistant Chief:
Tony Costa
2nd Assistant Chief:
Michael Kelly
Captain:
Michael Glinski
Lieutenant:
Andrew Garigliano
1st Engineer:
Mike Garigliano
2nd Engineer:
Mike Mickelson

Civil Officers
Don Starner: Secretary
Larry Bracken: President
Joe Pond: Treasurer
Andrew Garigliano: Vice President

Commissioners
Mike Garigliano: Chair
Scott Raymond: Secretary
Courtney Ansbro: Treasurer
Don Starner
Larry Bracken
Jeffrey Huggler

i e Debartment - A bit of histor

Jerry McCarthy, Mike Mickelson, Kevin
Murphy, Joseph Pond, Scott Raymond, Ken
Richardson, Mark Sanok, Ryan Sanok, Joseph
Schulte, Michael Schulte, Stephen Semonick,
Kenneth Smith Jr., Don Starner, Craig TerBush,
Kenneth TerBush and Dev VanSleet.

Grahamsville — Firefighter spotlights
Joe Pond -
Treasurer and Parade Grand Marshal

At 85 years old, and with 52 years of serv-
ice, attorney Joe Pond is the Grahamsville Fire
Department’s oldest member. He will be hon-
ored as the Grand Marshal in this year's
parade.

Pond first joined the Woodbourne Fire
Department when he lived there and was
working with attorneys Ivan Kalter and Louis
B. Scheinman. Moving to the Town of
Neversink in 1969, he joined the Grahamsville
Fire Department and has been there ever
since. He'd had some firefighter training when
he was in the Navy, and was happy joining his
fellow members like Jim Minarsky, Horace
Sheeley, and Don and Bud Hill in serving his
community.

According to Pond, there have actually
been few changes from when he first joined.
“It's been very consistent over the years in my
experience, reliable, constant attention to the
job at hand.

"It's just a great group of guys to associate
with. You can count on them and rely on
them, and you know what they're going to do
and how they'll react.”

Pond’s most vivid memory from his years of
service is the time a bus came down from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8F
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Starting
Salary in

Re;idential Associates Region!
at $17 Per Hour! &

ENHANCED
EDUCATION

and

TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

GREAT JOB
GROWTH

Opportunities
in First
Six Months

Unmatched Starting alary,
Best Benefits, and a Career
Second to None!

Benefits I nCI u de: #WhatHappensHereMattersEverywhere 0 @ @ o

DENTAL AND ( WELLNESS

MEDICAL VISION OFFERINGS
RETIREME(I;I_II( SAVINGS CSA FARM SHARE DAY CARE

Find out more at tcfd.org/buildacareer

Voted 'Best Place to Work'

94821

25" Annual River Reporter Readers' Choice Awards
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Claryville and couldn't stop at the bottom of
the hill, winding up in Chestnut Creek.
"Buster TerBush was right there and immedi-
ately started getting everybody out and tak-
ing charge. | was Town Justice at the time and
had to go to court that night.”

Now serving as Treasurer for the company,
Pond previously held the positions of
President and Secretary of the fire district,
Secretary of the company and, also served as
a Fire Commissioner.

Mike Kelly - Second Assistant Chief

Twenty-four-year-old Mike Kelly has been
with the Grahamsville Fire Department for
seven years.

“| always thought the fire service was a
good career to volunteer, and do, and start
learning things and seeing different perspec-
tives that most people don't get to see.”

Kelly credits current Chief Ed McCarthy for
taking him under his wing. “He showed me a
lot of things. | took a lot of classes and that
eventually led to a career that | just started as
a paid fireman in Monticello.

Being there “when people really need
somebody” is important to Kelly. “... | like
being the person that's there and can help
them out and hopefully make it a little better
for them.”

Kelly knows that the responsibility of being
Second Assistant Chief has made him mature
more quickly than some people his age. “I
think it's harder to be a younger officer, so it's
definitely changed my perspective from when
| first started, like your responsibilities of com-
ing here and going to calls and just doing
what you're told, and now being the guy who
tells people what to do — that's a big change

Past Deputy Fire Co-ordinator Jim Minarsky “The Man in the Red Snowmobile Suit? **cev-sweener sk

n June 15, 2020 a beloved
OGrahamsvi]le fireman and Deputy

Fire Coordinator passed away. He
was dedicated to his job and the men he
served.

Jim didn't like the cold. As a propane
mechanic, he worked outside a lot and cold
weather was not a favorite. When he came
home, he had a warm house, a place for his
boots to warm and most of all a heated
garage for his truck.

When he was issued the turnout gear for

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEI\/IOCRAT

A : £ :‘L'/ |
Second Assistant Chlef Mike Kelly, Chief Ed McCarthy, Treasurer Joe Pond and Chief
Engineer / Commission Chair Mike Garigliano stand proudly in front of Grahamsville
Fire Department’s newest truck, a 2021 Freightliner 2000-gallon Tanker.

for me.”

Making decisions that can affect people’s
lives makes you look at things differently, said
Kelly.

While he recognizes that he’s made his
family proud, he also knows that his Mom
worries about him. “She had a close family
friend that she grew up with die in 9/11,” said
Kelly. And now that he’s a paid firefighter with
Monticello in addition to being a volunteer,
she worries even more. “Hopefully | haven't
shaved too many years off her life.”

Mike Garigliano —
Chief Engineer, Chair of the Board of
Fire Commissioners
After 43 vyears of service with the
Grahamsville  Fire  Department, Mike
Garigliano knows a thing or two about the
equipment. The 64-year-old said he's always
been drawn toward the volunteer aspect and

“it's a way to help the community.”

He's been driving and pumping since he
joined, and he picked up a lot of mechanical
knowledge just being there.

What's changed the most in 43 years?
Garigliano says it's the regulations. Because
of the mandated training, “we don't get as
many people joining. The length of time it
takes to get the training — it's a big commit-
ment. The Basic Firefighter Course is close to
60 hours. Interior training is well over 100.”

But Garigliano encourages others to make
that commitment. “It's a necessity for the
community. It's important for the town.”

Ed McCarthy — Chief
The Chief of the Grahamsville Fire
Department is the person responsible for
“firematic” functions — a.k.a. fires and emer-
gencies. This is the person in charge. This is the
“person who organizes the chaos,” said cur-
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rent Chief Ed McCarthy.

At the age of 41, McCarthy has been a
member of the department for 23 years. "It
was something to do,” he said when asked
why he joined. Oh, and his father was in the
department, so this is the start of a tradition.

McCarthy said the biggest difference
between when he first joined and now is the
equipment. Previously, the turnout gear was
hanging off the side of the truck and you just
grabbed the closest one. Now every person
has their own protective equipment and
clothing, and it hangs at the firehouse ready
for use.

And now there are thermal imaging cam-
eras that can help locate a person or petin a
burning building, and the all-important jaws
of life, which used to be gas operated, are
now portable because they're battery oper-
ated.

McCarthy is excited about the parade. “It's
good for the community. It's a good time for
all the fire departments to take a day to get
together. Sometimes it's the only time for the
guys to see each other outside of training and
fires. Hopefully it will bring a lot of people out
after the year we've had.”

And the day isn't just about a parade.
Afterward, McCarthy said, there will be food
from local establishments like the Neversink
General Store, entertainment by popular local
resident Albi Beluli, and organizations like the
Daniel Pierce Library, along with bouncy hous-
es and other things to make it a true family-
oriented day.

The parade kicks off at 1 p.m. and the after-
parade events will take place at the
Grahamesville Fairgrounds.

McCarthy said that as of the beginning
September, there were about 30 companies
involved in the parade. Andy Garigliano is the
Chair of the 8-person parade committee.

his job as Deputy Coordinator, it was a hel-
met, coat, boots and bunker pants. After a
few times out in the cold with this gear, he
found out that the cold air went up his back
and was very uncomfortable.

A solution had to be found. Immediatley
he wanted to know where was his snowmo-
bile suit (which was bright red. It was in a
closet where he also found his red tossie
hat.

On the next fire call, on went the red
snowmobile suit, boots, coat and helmet. It

We Are Grateful
For All Our Emergency Workers!

Walter Garigliano
Barbara A. Garigliano

11702

L‘“’W‘ llfﬂ M

D
A0 | m Grahamsville, New York, 12740

Producers of maple syrup, maple cream & sugar

worked well and after a while it was &«
just helmet, boots and red snowmo- |
bile suit. Sometimes Jim would arrive ~
quietly on the fire scene to size up the
situation just in the red snowmobile
suit, boots and red tossie hat only to
be ordered off by some firemen who
thought he was a spectator. They
soon were told “No that’s our Deputy
Fire Coordinator Jim Minarsky.” Soon
all the firemen knew it was BC-3 (Jim)
the man in the red snowmobile suit.

CONTRIBUTED
PHOTOS

Jim

! Minarsky
| Deputy Fire

Coordinator
1980 ~
2006

Sugar

Supplying local vendors year-round

Available locally at the Grahamsville Deli, Monticello Farmer’s Market, Catskill Harvest in Liberty,
Feck’s Markets throughout Sullivan County, Furcka Market in Grahamsville, and GMart in Wurtsboro

845-985-7815

Catstill Mountain
FHouse, LLC

10 Sugarhouse Lane
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FOR THE LONG HAUL AnND
THE LITTLE MOMENTS.

THE MICHELIN® DEFENDER® TIRE Lose track of the miles with the
longest-lasting tire from Michelin,
and focus on what really matters —
the memories made along the way.
Stop in today.
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Copyright © 2018 Michelin North America, Inc. All rlghxreserved
The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.

TIRE DISCOUNT CENTER

SERVING YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS SINCE 1968!

Alignments e Brakes ¢ Tire & Wheel Services ® TPMS e Nitrogen
Axle & CV Joint Repair ¢ Steering & Suspension ¢ Vehicle Inspection

2020 THREE LOCATIONS TO

Tives HERALD-RECORD

Readers’ SERVE YOU!

Choice |
Sl V.F 176 EAST BROADWAY, 76 DOLSONAVE, 395ROUTE 211 EAST,
MONTICELLO,NY MIDDLETOWN,NY MIDDLETOWN, NY

(845) 794-4455 (845) 342-2036 (845) 343-3328
Mon-Fri 8 AM -6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM -6 PM Mon-Fri 8 AM - 6 PM

MT-SPADO7 16075041

Visit us online at www.TireDiscountCenter.com!
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Grahamsville Fire Department are the hosts of the 92nd annual SCVFA Firemen’s Parade. For a list of members and more info about the department, see the story on
page 6F.

Always on
the job.

For generations, we've been there —
protecting the future of more emergency
responders than any other provider of
emergency service insurance in North
America. With 24/7 claims support, industry-
leading training tools and a 97.6 percent
loyalty scale, VFIS is the preferred insurance
provider among agents and their customers.

Just like you, we’re always on : ,
the jOb. The Nehf family has been on the job for three generations.

! i / — W

<y, Peter Feid
‘ ’v F Is VFIS Sales Executive - Eastern NY
0 ® 800.233.1957 ext 7928 | vfis.com

90098 © 2021 VFIS
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® Thompson Sanitation REEPIT

g
». ’ Waste Management and Recycling Services Since 1986 I
845-796-1032 LOCAL!

Sullivan County’s #1 Garbage  Keeping Jobs and Money

& Recycle for Over 30 Years, in Sullivan County

Same Owner/Operator Residential Program... Roll-Offs...
Competitive Pricing Commercial... Special Clean-Ups
& Superior Service

Servicing Local Communities

throughout ALL of Sullivan County

PSON

SANITATION CORP.
845-796-1032

Q TR

THOMPSON

SANITATION CORP.
845-796-1032
e

www.thompsonsanitation.net

Don't Get Left On the Gurh! Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY!
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Woodbourne Location o v = Anthony L. Perito
with E.’L’Pd?’tded F dcility GOLOAUAL-@AMAW 601,01@41- EMORIAL 6@0@& ~Bryant Funeral Director

Serving Sullivan, Ulster and Orange Counties, New York
396 State Route 52, Woodbourne, NY 12788

Personal and Professional Service

Pre-Arrangements, Funeral & Cremation Services, & Veterans' Care
Monuments, Engraving, Cleaning & Restoration

Ready to serve your family from five locations:
Monticello, Liberty, Woodbourne, Livingston Manor & Kauneonga Lake

www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com
794-2700 292-7160 434-7363 583-5445 439-4333
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KENWOOD to All Our
Autrxzed Dealer | Dedicated

First
Responders

94373
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Serving Sullivan County amd the Surrounding area for 40 Years!

CNHE%:E(%J KT?OUNR 14906 State Highway 30 Downsville, NY 13755 1-800-356-5525
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a.m. Guest speaker Aileen Gunther. Short emony 6 p.m. at Heroes Park, Eldred.
Friday, September 10 program with Marine Corps League Wurtsboro Fire Department & The Ameri-
\ S Catskill Detachment 652, and, VFW Post can Legion Mamakating Post 1266 Annual
) l l Rtemembrance o Septerr.1ber 11th'at oy 7276, color guard, rifle salute, TAPS per- Patriots Day Memorial Service 6:45 p.m.
y Elementary School 8:45 a.m. Liberty f d d the Nati | M he Wurtsb Fireh
. . Elementary School parking lot. ormed by Ross Reynolds and the Nationa eet at the Wurtsboro Firehouse.
Anthem by Shawn Bailey. Callicoon Creek ~ Annual 9/11 Memorial Service 7 p.m.
Park, Callicoon. sharp. Monticello Fire Department cor-
\ l Roscoe-Rockland Fire Department Memori- dially invites Fire Service, EMS Agencies,
[ [ al Parade and Ceremony. Parade Kick off Law Enforcement, Veterans and the gen-
\l \ ‘ Saturday, September " at 10:30 a.m. traveling down Stewart Ave. eral public to their annual 9/11 Memorial
Smallwood/Mongaup Valley Fire Depart- Ceremony to follow at RRFD. Commemo- Service held at the Monticello Fire House,
ment 9-11 Memorial Service 8 a.m. at the rative t-shirts for sale. All proceeds donat- 23 Richardson Ave., Monticello. Guest
Smallwood/ Mongaup Valley Firehouse, ed to the Tunnel to Towers Foundation. Speaker Hon. James Farrell. Fire Appara-
- 181 Ballard Road, service to follow. Marine Corps League Catskill Detachment tus welcome. Please wear a mask and
.0\ \ U ' 9/11 Memorial Service 9:30 a.m. Town of 652 and VFW Post 7276 Memorial Service abide by all CDC Safety Guidelines. For
/ Liberty 9/11 Memorial service at LaPolt 12 p.m. Gold Star Mother’s Memorial, in info call 794-6330 or visit
Park, Liberty. the St. Patrick's Cemetery, Long Eddy. monticellofd.com.
Town of Delaware Memorial Service 10 Town of Highland 9-11 Remembrance Cer-
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Merrell (13 Benco wswme somer

We offer our clients complete insurance coverage.

Our knowledgeable staff will provide comprehensive, cost-effective policies
for your home, auto and business. We'll work with you to find the right
coverage for your needs. Call us today!

Personal Coverage Business Coverage Merrell Benco

» Automobile » Business automobile Insurance Agency
« Boats « Liability, fire, crime, marine 67 East Broadway

* Homeowners ° Package po”cies Monticello, NY 12701

* Umbrella policy » Workers’ compensation (845) 796-1500

Instant online quotes at: mbagency.com
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Parade Route: Rte 42 Town Park to the Grahamsville Fairgrounds

All Apparatus Will Utilize Davis Lane to Enter the Fairgrounds
Marchers will come across the covered bridge
Truck Judging at the Grahamsville Fairgrounds: 10am - 12pm
Lineup: Noon
Due to Limited space, All Personal Vehicles will need to park at the Grahamsville Fairgrounds
Buses will provide transportation between the Rte 42 Town Park and the Fairgrounds

Parade Starts at 1:00pm
SCVFA Awards & Trophies @ 5:00pm

Escort Division i Pipe & Drums i Department : First Division
: 6. Grahamsville First Aid : 11. Woodbourne Fire
1. NYC DEP Color Guard :  Squad :  Department : 1. Fallsburg Police
2. Grand Marshall: Joe Pond ! . 7. Jim Richardson - Military : 12. Hurleyville Fire i Department Color Guard
3. Grahamsville Fire {  Mule i  Department i 2. Division Marshall:
Department 8. Neversink Fire 13. HUI‘IGYVﬂle Fire Gordon Frost
4. Grahamsville Fire :  Department i Department Ladies : 3. Ellenville Fire Department
Department Ladies : 9. Neversink Fire i Auxiliary i 4. Saints of Swing
Auxiliary Department Ladies i 14. Loch Sheldrake Fire i 5. Napanoch Fire
5. Firefighters McPadden Auxiliary Department Department

i 10. Claryville Fire

NN

'SCHMIDTS
RENTALS

(8493]) 7194-RENT

Construction - Landscaping

146 Jefferson Street
Monticelio, NY 12701
Monday-Friday 8am-apm

91301
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6. Napanoch Fire 6. Rock Hill Ambulance Corp. Department Firefighters Pipes and
Department Ladies 7. Wurtsboro Fire 5. Roscoe-Rockland Fire Drums Band
Auxiliary Department Department Ladies 4. White Sulphur Springs
7. Cragsmoor Fire 8. Mechanicstown Fire Auxiliary Fire Department
Department Department 6. Kerhonkson Fire 5. White Sulphur Springs
8. Woodridge Fire 9. Mechanicstown Department Fire Department Ladies
Department Mechanical Band 7. Band -TBA Auxiliary
9. Mountaindale Fire 10. Walker Valley Fire 8. Forestburgh Fire 6. Liberty Fire Department
Department Department Department 7. Kauneonga Lake Fire
10. Narrowsburg Fire 11. Bloomingburg Fire 9. Sparrowbush Fire Department
Department Department Department 8. Youngsville Fire
11. Lava Fire Department 12. Summitville Fire 10. Sparrowbush Fire Department
12. Fallsburg Fire Department Department Department Ladies 9. Jeffersonville Fire
13. Monticello Fire Auxiliary Department
Department 11. Callicoon Fire 10. Kenoza Lake Fire
Second Division Department Department
12. Hortonville Fire 11. Swan Lake Fire
1. Sullivan County Sheriff’s i Third Division Department Department
Department Color Guard 12. North Branch Fire
2. Division Marshall: 1. New York State Police Department
Gene Barkley Color Guard Fourth Division :
3. White Lake Fire 2. Division Marshall:
Department Tony Costa 1. Color Guard
4. Rock Hill Fire Department | 3. Beaverkill Valley Fire 2. Division Marshall:
5. Rock Hill Fire Department Department Will Conjura
Ladies Auxiliary 4. Roscoe-Rockland Fire 3. Orange County

{

{ oytovw’i.lic %
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plunteer Fire Company

Jeff Bank is lproud to support

our loca

firefighters!

For firehouse construction,

renovation & fire apparatus financing,
call Jeff Bank.

O

Still Banking Strong!

(845)482-4000 www.jeff.bank
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A 5-STAR B+
PLACE TO &

LIVE AND WORK

*****;‘ |

lo¥ment

unities for
RNs, LPNs, CNAs,
CNA Trainees & More!

New Starting Wages w/ Benefits
RNs $34 - LPNs $24 - CNAs $16
Part-Time, No Frill Positions
RNs $38 * LPNs $28 - CNAs $20

Sign-On Bonuses
5,000 RN -
Referral Bonuses

up to $1,000/referral
Generous Paid Time Off
Flexible Schedules

Injuries & Fractures - Joint Replacements
Cardiac & Pulmonary - Strokes & Wounds

APPLY TODAY!
607-498-4121 i

N7

$3,000 LPN/CNA

OUR

SERVICES
INCLUDE

24-Hour Skilled Nursing Care
Respite/Short-Term Care

Subacute Rehabilitation for

[=];

EI

) TROSCOE

95041

REHABILITATION & NURSING CENTER

vestracare.com/roscoe

Grahamsville F.D.
Ladies Auxihary History

he Grahamsville Fire Dept.

I Ladies Auxiliary is celebrat-

ing almost 70 years in exis-

tence this year. It all started in 1952

when a group of women (mostly

wives of the firemen who had just

formed the GFD in 1964) came
together to be an auxiliary.

They were there to help support
the firemen in building their Fire
Dept. Money was needed to make
things happen so the ladies decid-
ed once a month to have a
fundraiser. They had card parties
and raffles then expanded to penny
socials and bazaars. The two organ-
izations even got together and
brought the country western show
of Doc Williams several times to
raise money together.

When the Firemen’s funds were
low, the auxiliary was there and vice
versa. In 1964, the old firehouse
needed an addition and the ladies
funded 3/4 of it. They also bought
the kitchen sink and new stove.
Furniture, shades and curtains
came later. They also helped the
Firemen with the Halloween
parade and party and the children’s
Christmas party.

When there was a bad fire, the

GRAHAMSVILLE LADIES AUXILIARY
President: Christine Allison
Vice President: Melody Arroy
Secretary: Martha TerBush
Treasurer and Honorary Mother: Eileen
Minarsky
Sunshine Committee: Josie Dubas
Trustees: Debbie Huggler, Kathy Denman, Claire
Rennison

MEMBERS:
Amanda LaHanko
Ashley VanAken Haag
Michelle Richardson
Kelly Whipple
Ana Marchuck
Junior Member: Erika Allison
Social Members:
Norma Pena
Lisa Raymond
Honorary Members:
Regina Metzner
Marion McGill
Sue Sheeley
Lisa Garigliano
Mary Lee Haag
Marie Raymond
Barbara Barkley
Linda Zanetti

auxiliary was there with food and
drinks. One time when a little boy
was lost, the auxiliary served food
day and night for over a week to all
agencies while they searched for
him.

Some of the early members were:
Alida Allison (Sec.), Marie
Michelson (President, many times
and years), Fran TerBush, Millie
Velie (First Honorary Mother, this is
given to honor the longest active
member, who is still active),
Pauline Martorano, Marge Dubois,
Olga Walker, Ina Meyer, and Virgina
Tuttle. Others continuing were
Marion Robinson, June Smith,
Barbara Barkley, Linda Barkley,
Sharon Kelly, Mary Lee Haag, Elsie
Wynkoop, Lisa Garigliano, Marion
McGill and Rosie Marsh. Micki
Costa was there in the early years
and being the first to have 50 years
of service.

The auxiliary had one unique
member. When Dick Wynkoop was
President of the Fire Company, he
came to a meeting to ask for help,
and while he was there, he asked if
he could be a member. A yes vote
and he was the first and only male
member.

In the 1970’s and 80’s the Auxiliary
began parading the Firemen at the
Sullivan County Firemen’s parade
and the Ulster County parade and
even the Hudson Valley Firemen’s
Association. Their first parade was
quite memorable. In their brand-
new Montgomery Ward uniforms,
and ready to march in Hurleyville, a
sudden rain shower came up and
luckily the auxiliary could get back
in their cars, but the firemen had to
put on their fire gear over their uni-
forms.

They all marched when the show-
er ended, but got hit again in the
middle of the parade. Later on, the
Auxiliary got new robin-egg blue
uniforms with white accessories
and often the crowd would com-
ment how beautiful they looked.
The Auxiliary won many trophies
and one time took the top trophy
for best and largest Auxiliary in the
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parade at Narrowsburg.

Now the Auxiliary still supports
the firemen, but also does many
things for the community. They
have an Easter Egg Hunt, provide
lunch during town clean up, hold a
July craft fair, help in the Firemen’s
booth at the fair, do Trunk or Treat
for Halloween and bring Santa to
the firehouse at Christmas for the
kids. The Auxiliary has two raffles a
year, a Holiday Food Basket in
November and an Easter Basket.
Everyone who wins raves at all the
goodies that is in them.

Most important is when there is a
bad fire, accident or bad storm, the
Auxiliary is still there to help the
firemen and the mutual aid compa-
nies that respond. Sometimes it
may only be bringing water on a
hot day or coffee on a cold one.
Sometimes it could be a full break-
fast or supper. In the fire code this is
called a signal 10. It is put together
in a few minutes with each
Auxiliary member that can help
comes and brings something in the
food line.

All these years the Auxiliary has
endured many changes and hope-
fully will be here for many years to
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FIRE DEPT.
LADIES AUXILIARY

“WERE SMALL BUT MIGHT"

=

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Their Ladies Auxiliary has been a valuable asset to the Grahamsville Fire Department over the years.

come.

Presently, the Auxiliary has been
lucky that we have had no major
structure fires in the fire district due

to smoke alarms and good fire pre-
vention information. Now we con-
centrate on doing for the commu-
nity, especially for the kids.

Like all other groups we are
always looking for new members so
that we can continue our motto:
“We are small but Mighty!”

95450

150 Jefferson Street, Monticello, NY 12701 | 845.794.5900

-

your lives to save o

| www.schmidtswholesale.com

urs.
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YELLOW CAB CO.

“Sullivan County’s Oldest Operating Cab Company”

#1 FOR MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

e RADIO
DISPATCHED

e 24-HOUR
SERVICE

Thank you to all
dedicated firefighters

and emergency

volunteers

Time and the Valleys We Make Deliveries For You!

MUSEUM

St. Rt. 55 Grahamsville NY 12740
timeandthevalleysmuseum.org
845 985-7700

www.yellowcabmonticello.com
300 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701

794-4040 or 794-7717

94897

LET US HELP YOU WITH

YOUR SUMMER STAYCATION IDEAS!

e
pe L

v « Outdoor Patio on Golf Course 4
5 with beautiful view

i Food EEJ’D;"?’J Open 7 Days A,H"qui;}!
;7 ; . :12'-75'#-):

Design your own shed or garage g ) | (LR
with our 3-D builder on our website! 3 _ g T Sieeaaa

Your Total Storage Solution!

Storage sheds and custom garages, in a wide variety GREY’S A
of sizes and styles Selection of gazebos, pool houses,

outdoor furniture and picnic tables FREE Delivery WOODWORm
in Orange, Sullivan and Ulster Counties. Large

Outdoor Display at All 3 Locations. STORAGE SHEDS AND GARAGESE

935

7862 Route 55 | P.O.Box 420 | Grahamsville, NY 12740 | 845.985.7006
599 Route 299 Highland, NY 12528 | 845.883.3222

1A Matthews St., Goshen, NY 10924 | 845.985.3084 ) - o . . ) : - - :
GREYSWOODWORKS.COM 607-498-4130 182 Rockland Road | Roscoe, NY 12776
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OIN THE
TEAM

Crrent SCVFA Offcers

President: Treasurer:
Chet Smith Craig Burkle
1st Vice President: Trustee:
Terry Mullen Don Sherwood
2nd Vice President: Trustee:
Robert Hufcut John Cassidy
3rd Vice President: Trustee:
Rob Trotti Bill Lothrop
Recording Secretary: Chaplain: Mark Meddaugh,
Lauren O’'Conner Rev. Donald Beck
Financial Secretary: Sergeant at Arms:
Michael Hoyt Al Dumas

Ben Knight

BLOOMING GREEN
LAWN SERVICE

Over 25 years of Custom Lawn Service
If it grows by day, have it cut by Knight
Spring & Fall Clean-ups / Firewood Available
Neversink, NY ¢ (845) 985-0516 « www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com

94107

ennett Lawn & Log LLC

SMALL ENGINE SPECIALIST
SALES & SERVICE FOR

Lawnboy * Toro/Wheelhorse * Ariens + Kawasaki Y.
; h=15
Honda Engines and more 33"}

Bruce & Alan 1139 CADOSIA RD.
. Bennett (607) 637-2277 Hancock, Ny 13783

95522

\TE OF

OPPORTUNITY. | Trq nsportati on

NEWYORK | Department of

b e - -

On-the-job training
Generous benefits package
Permanent and seasonal positions
available

CDL required for most positions
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Scenes from//a past parade

Above: These patriotic musicians brought sweet sounds to the parade.
At right: Thousands lined the streets of Rock Hill to show their support.

PHOTOS BY MATT SHORTALL | DEMOCRAT



Remembering

IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES WE LOOK BACK 20 YEARS
PAGE 25F PAGE 33 PAGE 37F

A timeline of the morning of President Bush’s address to ‘It was like an avalanche’
September 11, 2001 the nation on September 11,

2001 PAGE 38F

PAGE 27F Two near misses enough for
Looking at 911: 20 years later PAGE 35F local WTC worker

The Flight 93 National
PAGE 29F Memorial SEE PAGE 13F for a complete

. list of memorial services
Everyone will remember
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Stop by and see us

Tuesday - Saturday from 10-5

REEVES
EXGAVATION

845.101.1409

DRIVEWAYS - SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DRAINAGE - LAND CLEARING

Susan A. Bodenstein,

DEMOLITION - SNOWPLOWING & REMOVAL z;zi;fEOf R TR —
ain JSt., jerrersonville,
FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES (845) 482-2283 B [ vsa
RoscoE LuMBER YARD, INC.
Proud Supporters Of
SULLIVAN
COUNTY
FIREFIGHTERS
| NEW
PETE MERLIN J R, I/‘/ HOPE
IL':(:Zl.li(:i'{ Service” Ca'wvwvwnbjﬁg
607-498-4131 « rax 607-498-5655 :
Box 100 « 25 Railroad Avenue * Roscoe, N.Y. 12776 u www.newhopecommunity.org
RoscoeLumberYard@yahoo.com )
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Ralph Bressler and his son Kurt at the
scene.

Wil
Never
Forget

BY RALPH BRESSLER

ach year on September 11, I

reflect, as do many Americans,

on the events of September 11,
2001. I remember where I was and
what I was doing when I first heard
the news. I had a planning period in
school and was talking to my wife on
the phone.

Like many Americans I could not
believe what was happening. I
remember that my first reaction was
that I wanted to help. I wanted to go
to the scene and help rescue victims.

Soon, it became clear that this
would be logistically impossible for
some time. It took three weeks to
coordinate an effort to allow New
York State Volunteer Ambulance
Corps to help relieve the overworked
New York City EMS system. On Octo-
ber 3, Ted Hartling, my son Kurt and
myself were stationed at “Ground
Zero” as part of this effort. We were
there for a 12-hour shift with other
corps from Sullivan County. I was
clear that the time to recover victims
had passed. We were there to support
the recovery workers and to show our
support.

As September 11 approaches this
year it is a little harder for me than in
previous years. It may be all the talk
about the 20th anniversary. It may be
the recent events in Afghanistan. I
am sure there will be many new
reports issued and TV programs pro-
duced for this anniversary. Whatever
the cause, I feel a great wave of emo-

tions.

I am sometimes asked to speak
about my experience or to read
something in remembrance of 9/11
even though my part was small. This
is not easy and is always VERY emo-
tional for me. I wrote the following
piece in 2006 but it is still as clear
today as it was then. I think it is still
appropriate and [ hope you agree.

I'Will Never Forget

| will never forget October 3, 2001.

| was one of three members of my ambu-
lance corps who volunteered to assist the
recovery effort at “The Pile”.

It was three weeks after the terrorist
attack on the World Trade Center.

| will never forget how dark it was when
we arrived at midnight.

Most of the streetlights were not working
and everything was pitch black.

When | opened the ambulance door the
smell hit me.

It was the smell of a fire that had burned
for three weeks and would not die.

[ will never forget how the enormous
light towers illuminated “The Pile.”

It was as bright as day but with a haze of
smoke that never cleared.

Large construction vehicles moved mas-
sive pieces of rubble.

They looked like toys and the recovery
workers were nearly invisible.

| will never forget the bright points of
light where torches were cutting through
steel.

Occasionally these bright lights would go
out and all activity would cease.

A recovery team had found another vic-
tim.

With great respect the body was placed
on a stretcher and carried off “The Pile”

A stretcher draped with a flag meant that
the victim was a firefighter, police officer or
EMS worker.

There were many flags.

| will never forget the scene at dawn as
we sat on the corner of West Street 400
meters from “Ground Zero."

We could see what was left of the Mar-
riott Hotel. One side was missing.

We could see into offices with computers
and papers on the desks.

| wondered if these workers had escaped.
How many were injured? How many died?

| will never forget the Salvation Army van
parked next to us.

They were from Jefferson City, Missouri
and had come to help.

A sheet was draped over the back of the
van.

Elementary school students had covered
the sheet with American flags and words of
sympathy.

[ will never forget going to the Spirit of
New York for a meal.

A Red Cross worker handed me a crayon
drawing from a student in Phoenix, Arizona.

On it was written, “I am sorry about what
happened. | am sending a happy face to
you so you feel better.”

There were thousands of these letters
from around the world.

| will never forget the trucks that rolled in
a steady stream carrying debris.

They arrived and were filled. They left and
returned empty.

The process repeated itself as it had 24
hours a day, 7 days a week since the attack.

“The Pile” never changed.

| will never forget driving north on the
West Side Drive as we were leaving

People lined the street holding signs that
said “Thank You.”

They clapped and cheered as we turned
on our lights and sirens.

One sign read, “We won't forget you.”

| will NEVER forget.

The author, Ralph Bressler, is a 35-year mem-
ber of the Volunteer Ambulance Corps of Liv-
ingston Manor.
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“When Americans lend a hand to
one another, nothing is impossible.
We 're not about what happened on 9/11.
We 're about what happened on 9/12.”

—Jeff Parness

(ILLETTE GCREAMERY

Gardiner, NY ¢ Albany, NY
1-800-522-2507

The Gillette Family

94528

Financial Planning & Investment Management

Investment Advisors Creating and Preserving Wealth
Philip Coombe III, CFP®
Catherine M. Coombe, CFP®
Lynn McDonald

Office locations:

Main Office: 548 Broadway
P.O. Box 333 / 6872 Route 209 Monticello, NY 12701
Wawarsing, NY 12489 Call for appointment

Phone (845) 647-4800 « (800) 4 COOMBE
www.coombebender.com
Email: pcoombe@coombefinancial.com

€ELY6
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Susquehonno
Fire Equpment @

ble Gas Detectlon
re Equipment
‘eathing Air Compres

) Rapldf;RTecover\/

ACHIEVEm™

REHAB AND NURSING FACILITY

SHORT-TERM REHAB e LONG-TERM CARE

Private Rehab Suites
Excellent Quality Care
170 Lake Street, Liberty, NY

845-292-4200
www.AchieveRehabNY.com
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A timeline of the morning of September 11, 2001

n the morning of September 11, 2001, 19 terrorists hijacked four commercial airplanes bound for California. The planes departed from airports in
Boston; Newark, NJ; and Washington, D.C. September 11 would become an infamous date in American and world history, and the events

of that day would forever change the world. As the world commemorates the 20th anniversary of 9/11, the following timeline, courtesy of the
National September 11 Memorial & Museum, can help people fully understand how events unfolded on that late-summer morning two decades ago.

* 5:45 a.m.: Two of the hijackers pass
through security at Portland
International Airport in Maine. The men
will take a short flight to Boston Logan
International Airport, where they will join
three other hijackers and board
American Airlines Flight 11.

6:00 a.m: Two of the hijacked planes,
American Airlines Flight 11 and United
Airlines Flight 175, will eventually crash
into the North and South Towers of the
World Trade Center complex in New
York City. The day was a significant one
on the New York City political calendar,
as polling stations opened at 6 a.m. for
primary elections.

7:59 a.m.: American Airlines Flight 11
takes off from Boston with 11 crew
members, 76 passengers and five
hijackers on board. The plane, which
will eventually crash into the North
tower at the World Trade Center, is
filled with more than 76,000 pounds of
fuel.

8:15 a.m.: United Airlines Flight 175
takes off from Boston with nine crew
members, 51 passengers, and five
hijackers on board. This flight also is
loaded with 76,000 pounds of fuel.

8:19 a.m.: American Airlines ground
personnel are alerted by flight
attendant Betty Ann Ong that Flight 11
is being hijacked. This call lasts roughly
25 minutes and Ong reports that the
cockpit is unreachable. In the moments
before Ong’s call, one of the hijackers
stabbed Daniel M. Lewin, who was
sitting in front of him in first class. Lewin
is likely the first person killed in the 9/11
attacks.

8:20 a.m.: American Airlines Flight 77
takes off from Washington Dulles
International Airport. The flight has
49,900 pounds of fuel and is carrying
six crew members, 53 passengers

and five hijackers.

8:21 a.m.: The transponder on Flight
11 is turned off. This device is meant to
allow air traffic controllers to identify
and monitor the flight path of a plane.

* 8:24 a.m.: One of the hijackers of
Flight 11 unwittingly broadcasts a
message to air traffic controllers
alerting them to the attacks. The
hijacker was attempting to
communicate with passengers and
crew within the cabin.

8:30 a.m.: Around this time, roughly
80 people have already begun
gathering on the 106th floor of the
North Tower of the World Trade Center
for a financial technology conference.
The conference is one of many events
on the Trade Center schedule that day.

8:37 a.m.: The Boston Air Traffic
Control Center alerts the military that a
hijacking is under way.

8:42 a.m.: United Airlines Flight 93
takes off from Newark International
Airport. The flight was due to take off at
roughly the same time as the other
hijacked planes, but was delayed due
to routine traffic. Seven crew members,
33 passengers and four hijackers are
on board. The flight is filled with 48,700
pounds of fuel.

8:46 a.m.: Five hijackers crash Flight
11 into floors 93 through 99 of the North
Tower of the World Trade Center.
Hundreds, including everyone on board
the flight, are killed instantly. The crash
severs all three emergency stairwells,
trapping hundreds of people above the
91st floor.

8:46 a.m.: Police, paramedics and
firefighters are sent to the North Tower.

8:50 a.m.: While visiting an
elementary school in Florida, U.S.
President George W. Bush is notified
that a small plane has hit the

North Tower.

8:52 a.m.: Aflight attendant aboard
Flight 175 reaches a United Airlines
operator in San Francisco and reports
the flight is being hijacked. By 9 a.m.,
various passengers on Flight 175 have
called family members.

+ 8:55 a.m.: The Port Authority
informs people inside the South Tower
via a public address system that the
building is secure and there is no
need to evacuate.

8:59 a.m.: The Port Authority Police
Department orders both towers
evacuated. One minute later Captain
Anthony Whitaker expands the order to
include all civilians in the entire World
Trade Center complex.

9:02 a.m.: An evacuation order is
broadcast in the South Tower.

9:03 a.m.: Five hijackers crash Flight
175 into floors 77 through 85 of the
South Tower. All onboard the flight are
killed, as are an unknown number of
people inside the building. Two of the
three emergency stairwells are
impassable and most elevator cables
are severed, trapping many people
above the impact zone and inside
elevator cars.

9:03 a.m.: A second call for
mobilization brings the total number

of New York City Police Department
officers responding to the scene to
roughly 2,000. In addition, the FDNY
issues a fifth alarm and deploys several
hundred additional firefighters to

the scene.

9:05 a.m.: President Bush is
informed that a second plane has
crashed into the World Trade Center.

9:12 a.m.: Flight attendant Renée A.
May calls her mother and tells her that
hijackers have seized control of Flight
77. When May'’s call is disconnected,
she calls American Airlines.

9:30 a.m.: Amidst reports of
additional hijacked planes, the Mayor’s
Office of Emergency Management at 7
World Trade Center is evacuated.

9:37 a.m.: Hijackers crash Flight 77
into the Pentagon. All 53 passengers
and six crew members perish, and 125
military and civilian personnel on the
ground are killed in the fire caused by
the crash.

* 9:42 a.m.: The Federal Aviation
Administration grounds all flights,
ordering all civilian planes in United
States airspace to land. Departures
also are prohibited.

9:45 a.m.: Evacuations at the White
House and the U.S. Capitol begin. Both
the House of Representatives and
Senate are in session at the time the
evacuation begins.

9:58 a.m.: Flight 93 is flying so low to
the ground that passenger Edward P.
Felt is able to reach an emergency 911
operator in Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania.

9:59 a.m.: The South Tower
collapses after burning for 56 minutes.
The tower collapses in just 10 seconds.

9:59 a.m.: Continuity-of-government
procedures are implemented for the
first known time in American history.

.

10:03 a.m.: Four hijackers crash
Flight 93 into a field near the town of
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. All 33
passengers and seven crew members
on board perish. Passengers and crew
had stormed the cockpit, and the plane
ultimately crashes just 20 minutes’
flying time from Washington, D.C.

10:15 a.m.: The E Ring of the
Pentagon collapses.

10:28 a.m.: The North Tower
collapses after burning for 102 minutes.
More than 1,600 people are killed as a
result of the attack on the North Tower.

.

11:02 a.m.: New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani urges the evacuation
of lower Manhattan.

12:16 p.m.: The last flight still in the
air above the continental United States
lands. Within two and a half hours, U.S.
airspace has been cleared of roughly
4,500 commercial and general

aviation planes.

25F
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BGHT NEWS

http://bght.blogspot.com

News-Photos
Coverage of Professional
Golf & Bowling
Double A Binghamton
Rumble Ponies
Triple A Scranton Railriders
LPGA & PGA Golf
FEATURE STORIES
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thank you
to all the
brave men ED TOWNSEND
and women
who sacrifice
their lives for

us each day.

STAFF WRITER-COLUMNIST
SULLIVAN COUNTY
DEMOCRAT

Book online at

Nancy Buck
Sullivan County
Treasurer

by phone at

or in person at i WE WII_I_ §E| E 2
FORGET 9/11

PO BOX 116
LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 12758
845-439-8177
845-866-0333
Fax No. 845-205-4474
edwardctownsend@hotmail.com

95476
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Looking at 9/11: 54

20 years later

wo decades ago America
I suffered a surprise attack,

all the more dastardly
because the perpetrators wore no
uniforms and made no effort to
limit their attacks to legitimate mil-
itary targets. Lacking any claim to
just means the 19 attackers adopt-
ed terror as their weapon. The
event shocked Americans and,
encouraged by the George W. Bush
administration, talk of a pre-9/11
and post-9/11 world began to
dominate the popular imagination.
A byproduct of this mindset, cau-
tioned against by President Bush,
was an increase in social and racial
tensions in America.

America, I believe, is special not
because it has achieved its ideals,
but rather because it has ideals
worth striving toward. In the words
of John Quincy Adams, America
was founded with the “language of
equal liberty, of equal justice, and
of equal rights.” These are high
ideals indeed, but at its founding
the republic included numerous
inequalities — slavery, unequal sta-
tus for women and the poor,
devaluing of ethnic and religious
differences.

It is important that we recognize
that America has never achieved
the ideals expressed by Adams. Yet
the inspirational value of these
words helped each generation to
pick up the torch of liberty, fight
back against those who were com-
fortable with a status quo that
enshrined their liberty at the cost
of others, and, slowly, painfully,
advanced the cause of American
liberty.

While this great work is unfin-
ished — and our own cultural war
rages today — the idea of America’s
liberty possessed the power to
inspire people the world over. That
great gift from the people of

BY DR. KEITH POMAKOY

France, Liberty Enlightening the
World (Americans call it the Statue
of Liberty), in part represented the
notion that American liberty
served as an example to the rest of
the world. Americans, despite the
blight of slavery and Jim Crow, long
believed this, and hoped to serve as
an example for other people who
might free themselves from tyran-
ny at home.

This notion is the historical basis
for modern beliefs of American
exceptionalism.

However, Americans, certainly
before the Cold War, were quick to
endorse John Quincy Adam’s ring-
ing phrase, “America goes not
abroad, in search of monsters to
destroy.”

While many Americans today like
to see themselves acting in the tra-
dition of the founding generation,
the notion of a post-9/11 world
represents a break with this tradi-
tion. The post-Cold War era of
American unilateral power shaped
American 9/11 policy. The Bush
administration had adopted a
grand and glorious vision to make
our children safe, and set out to
destroy monsters with unchal-
lenged military might, yet it's not
clear that the lives and health of
thousands of brave service people
and innocent civilians, and count-
less billions of national treasure,
have accomplished that. The
asymmetrical nature of terrorism
makes it difficult to prevent.

However, wars present powerful
catalysts for social change, and the
post-9/11 Americans should con-
sider the legacy of 9/11 at home. A
post 9/11 mentality is exclusionary,
reactive, and fear based, a with us
or against us mentality that has
increased the divide in America
significantly. Fear, lies, and con-
spiracy theories have proliferated

during the last two decades, and
especially in the last presidential
administration.

People feel less safe than they did
twenty years ago, despite the
absence of 9/11 style attacks.
Instead, we are subjected to
domestic violence — mass shoot-
ings, the growth of white suprema-
cy, and many fear state violence in
the form of unjustified police
shootings, traffic stops, and incar-
nation that targets race. The First
Amendment right to freedom of
assembly has been challenged.
White supremacists, Q-anon con-
spiracy theorists, and militia
groups have been emboldened,
and the US Capitol sacked by an
angry mob. Hate filled rhetoric
has become normalized, and it is
possible to hear progressive liber-
als opine that the freedom of
speech should not apply to hate
groups. Our understanding of
human liberty has undergone a
societal assault, and this is per-
haps the one victory that terrorists
could hope for.
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Twenty years after 9/11, Ameri-
cans need to reconsider the nature
of liberty. Is it something that we
enjoy ourselves, or is it incumbent
upon each of us to ensure that all
of us enjoy liberty collectively? The
right to own slaves, the insistence
of the right to reject a mask, these
are examples of American liberty
that is insular, negative, and
focused on our own desires.

We need to strive for a liberty that
is worthy of the tradition of Ameri-
ca—let us work toward a country
where there is true liberty, based
on equality, equity, and economic
security. Let us know that we have
obligations to each other.

It is in this way that we can con-
nect with history and continue the
fight for greater liberty for all. The
terrorist can only succeed if we
give into our baser instincts, but we
should embrace a grand vision for
America.

Keith Pomakoy has a Ph.D. in International
History from the University at Albany, State
University of New York. He lives in Livingston
Manor, NY.
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‘Everyone will
Sept. 11, 2001

RETYPED FROM SEPTEMBER 14, 2001
SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT
BY MATT YOUNGFRAU

uesday, September 11, 2001
T was a day that defied
description. Yet some tried.

“Surreal.”

“Unbelievable.”

“Frightening.”

They were trying to describe the
scene of the most massive, well-
orchestrated and devastating ter-
rorist attack ever to take place on
American soil.

At 8:45 a.m. that horrific day, a
plane hijacked by terrorists
crashed into the World Trade Cen-
ter’s Tower One in New York City.
Less than 20 minutes later, anoth-
er hijacked plane crashed into
Tower Two, and about an hour
later, the Twin Towers both col-
lapsed. Much later in the day,
around 5 p.m., Building 7 also col-
lapsed.

Around the same time as the
Twin Towers strikes, a third
hijacked plane crashed into the
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., rip-
ping a huge gash in the west side of
the five-sided headquarters of the
nation’s armed forces.

A fourth hijacked plane crashed
near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
shortly thereafter. It is speculated
that plane was heading for Camp
David, the White House of the U.S.
Capitol.

In all, 266 people died on board
the United and American flights.

While no official tally is even
possible at this time, it is feared
that the number of injured and
dead will rise into the thousands
or tens of thousands. At least 200
New York City firefighters likely
lost their lives when the Towers
came down, along with nearly 80
New York City police officers, but
the dangers of fire, collapses and

smoke at the World Trade Center
have significantly hampered res-
cue efforts.

AsTuesday progressed and more
news was released, activities

i
i

slowed down in Sullivan County §S

and around the nation. People

were glued to televisions, radios,

computers, and phones for any

and all news. Shock, fear, and o

tears were the order of the day,

and the very world seemed to

stop as all eyes were on the hor- e
rors in New York and Washing- .-~

ton.

At the Sullivan County Gov-
ernment Center in Monticello,
a television was set up in the
lobby so all could watch the events
as they unfolded. Legislators,
county officials, and others stood
silent as scene after scene of dev-
astation appeared.

When the second plane crash
was replayed, all that could be
heard were gasps and “Oh my
God!” Most of the crowd were
moved to tears.

At first, Legislator Leni Binder
was speechless. Quickly, her tears
and sorrow turned to rage and
anger.

“There is a level of frustration,”
she said as flames billowed out of
the Twin Towers. “We were
warned. We knew the targets. Yet
we did nothing. Because we were
never attacked, we were arrogant.
This is the cruelest way to learn a
lesson.

“We will get over the shock,
shake our heads, and we will get
even,” she added.

County Clerk George Cooke
summed up many observers’ feel-
ings.

“Everyone will remember Sep-
tember 11, 2001. People here are
going through the motions. The
best thing to do now is pray.”

New York Governor George Pata-

e

i
e |

ki declared a state

of emergency, and all the primary
elections in the state were sus-
pended. In Sullivan County, pri-
maries were to be held for the
Republican and Democratic can-
didates for District 9 Legislator,
Lumberland Republican Town
Clerk, Mamakating Conservative
Town Justice, Mamakating Repub-
lican Town Council, Republican
Party Committee people (Districts
1 and 3), and Democratic Party
Committee person (District 5). No
new date for the primaries was
announced, but Election Day is
still scheduled for Tuesday,
November 6, said officials.

Not many people were worried
about the lack of elections, howev-
er.

“Today’s horrific incident at the
World Trade Center - which
appears to be part of a coordinat-
ed terrorist attack - is a tragedy of
unspeakable proportions and a
crime against all American and all
decent people around the world,”
Pataki said in a statement released
on Tuesday. “We must all pull
together and do our part. There
will be many people in need of
blood in the coming days and

Mla ot oy,

remember

CONTRIBUTED
PHOTOS BY
FRANK
KONEFAL
Frank

Konefal of
Mongaup
Valley hap-
pened to be
near the
World Trade
Center on
Tuesday and
supplied us
with these
photos. They
show first
one, then both
towers burning
after getting
hit by planes.

e oy
ar an Tiineria, And

weeks, and I am urging all New
Yorkers to contact their local blood
donor center to arrange for a
blood donation.”

“The attacks that took place
today on American soil were the
vicious and senseless acts of mad-
men,” United States Congressman
Maurice Hinchey (D-26th) said in
a press release. “My greatest con-
cern now is for the tens of thou-
sands of victims. My thoughts and
prayers, like those of all Americans
today, are with those innocent vic-
tims and their families.”

As Pataki pointed out, blood is a
great need for many involved. The
Red Cross has been making a plea
for blood and other donations,
and those looking to donate
should call 1-877-RED-CROSS.

Several blood drives have
already been set up. They will be
run by the Red Cross and Commu-
nity General Hospital (CGH). On
Tuesday, September 18, from
noon to 6 p.m., a blood drive will
be held at the Neighborhood Facil-
ity Building on Jefferson Street in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30F
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Monticello. On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19 and Thursday, Septem-
ber 20, there will be a blood drive
in Grahamsville. Please call 436-
4416 for an appointment.

The next blood drive will be on
Saturday, September 22, from 10
am. to 3 p.m. at the Liberty
Masonic Lodge. On Monday, Sep-
tember 24, another blood drive
will take place at the Youngsville
Firehouse from 2 to 8 p.m.

On Thursday, September 27, the
last scheduled blood drive will be
at CGH in Harris. It will go from
9:30 to 11 a.m. and noon to 4 p.m.
Please call 794-3300 ext. 2214 for
an appointment.

Of course, the Red Cross is doing
more than collecting blood.

“Minutes after the explosion, the
Red Cross was called into action,”
stated Elizabeth Popovich, direc-
tor of the Sullivan County chapter
of the American Red Cross in
Greater New York. Popovich was at
the Red Cross Headquarters at 150
Amsterdam Avenue in New York
City for a meeting when the first

N\
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STUNNED NYC PASSERSBY look at what appears to be a smoking piece
of an airplane engine that fell near Canal Street not far from where the
two airliners smashed into the World Trade Center Tuesday.

plane struck. “Many different peo-
ple kept showing up throughout
the day to volunteer their services
and to give blood. It was amazing.”

And at least one local resident
witnessed the actual tragedies at
the World Trade Center.

“The plane was flying real low,”
Mongaup Valley resident Frank
Konefal said. Konefal was in New
York to meet his nephew when the
first plane crashed in the World
Trade Center.

“It was like a sonic boom. As I
walked up to take pictures, I saw
people jumping out of the building
to escape.”

Because of the tragedy, many
events were canceled or delayed.
All area schools canceled after-
school activities.

= (

f

Dr. Maegan Sauer-Erlwein, OD (845) 482-2425

ome as a patient and leave as a friend

4895 St. Rt. 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748 » www.EyesOnMainSt.com
Tues. - Fri. 9 am - 5 pm ¢+ Sat. 9 am - 1 pm * Sun. & Mon. Closed

The Hazardous Household Waste
Collection Event scheduled for
Saturday has been canceled. It was
canceled because the company
that does the collection is unable
to travel on the East Coast due to
restrictions because of the tragedy.
It will be rescheduled in the future.

Other offerings were affected by
the tragedy. In the county, chan-
nels 5 (Fox), 7 (ABC), 9 (UPN), 11
(WB), and 13 (PBS) were knocked
out. Time Warner Channels (TBS
and TNT) carried CNN all day and
night. Viacom Networks (TNN,
VH1 and MTV) carried CBS news
coverage. TLC carried BBC cover-
age. QVC, the Food Network, and
HGTV suspended programming.
All eyes were tuned to New York
and Washington for any and all

You’re going to like what you see!

Hometown optometrist and friendly staff
providing professional and personalized experience

Advanced ocular technology for optimal vision and eye health
Comprehensive Eye Examinations * Diabetic Eye Exams

Testing for Glaucoma, Cataracts and Macular Degeneration

Eye Emergencies * Foreign Body Removal

Dry Eye Treatment

Latest in fashion eye wear * Contact Lenses

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

—

information avail-
able.

Dr. Dick Dunn
held a religious serv-
ice at Sullivan Coun-
ty Community Col-
lege. The students
from New York City at
SCCC were allowed to
call home and find
out about loved ones.
The college hosted a

panel discussion on
Thursday about the
ot situation.
ist The Firemen’s Parade
g in Loch Sheldrake on
ur - Saturday will happen
n.  as planned. In fact, it
o will be dedicated to
it those lost in the
" tragedy.
Indeed, even those
without affected loved
ones were nevertheless

o

| =

stunned.

“Many people were in disbelief,”
ShortLine bus driver Andy Rubin
remarked.

Rubin also stated that passen-
gers and traffic got less as the day
wore on.

“I can’'t believe something like
this happened within our life-
time.”

On Wednesday, WSUL dedicated
their morning show to taking lis-
teners’ phone calls. As people
called, WSUL gave out American
flags to show unity and support.

For morning DJ Josh Sommers, it
was more personal.

“My brother works in the World
Trade Center,” Sommers told the
audience. “The hardest thing for
me was having to be on the air
while I worried about my brother. I
was very relieved when I heard he
was OK.”

Between the talk, WSUL played
such patriotic songs as “God Bless
The USA” and “Born in the USA.”
Sommers spent four hours com-
bining “God Bless The USA” and
listeners’ comments to make a
moving tribute. At 4 p.m., Som-
mers stood outside the Govern-
ment Center and handed out
American flags to all who came by.
Within five minutes, Sommers
gave away all 50 flags that he
brought with him.
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Joseph N. Garlick

Funeral Home
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388 Broadway. Monticello
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www.josephngarlickfuneralhome.com
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Boyes & Torrens Construction
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GLENN L. SMITH, P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER, P.C.

P.O. Box 156 We Thank you

533 Broadway D
Monticello, NY 12701 for your dedication
to our communities.

16137

Ph: (845) 796-2216
Fax: (845) 796-2716
Email: gsmith.pepc@verizon.net

Glenn Smith
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Fully Stocked Glass The Boyer Family
¢ Plastic Inventory 865 Aden Rd, Parksville, NY 12768
Authorized Dealers for (845) 292-8569
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family@justusmaple.com
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www.justusmaple.com
Serving NY, PA and NJ for 4 Generations
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- Sporting Goods and Accessories -

* Hunting & Fishing Supplies
* Guns & Ammo ¢ Live Bait
* Reloading Services
* Firearms Instructional Services
* Archery * Gun Broker Service

623 Gabel Road, Callicoon, NY 12723
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Harman Stoves Authorized Dealer
Installation e Services ¢ Cleaning
Premium Hardwood Pellets

Lopi, Avalon & FPX Gas & Wood Stoves / Fireplaces
Louisiana-Pitt Boss Pellet Grills « Holland Gas Grills
Ph: 845-292-6338 Fax: 845-292-6352
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4 BON JOVI LANE e LIBERTY, NY 12754 « www.jbmakrental.com
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President
George W. Bush’s

address to the nation on
September 11, 2001

n the evening of September 11, 2001, United States President

George W. Bush addressed a nation that earlier that day witnessed

the deadliest terrorist attacks in world history. That morning, hijackers
took control of four airplanes, ultimately crashing two into the Twin Towers at
the World Trade Center in New York City and another into the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C. A fourth hijacked plane crashed in a field near the town of
Shanksville, Pennsylvania after passengers and crew attempted to regain
control of the plane from the hijackers. All passengers and crew on board all
four flights died on September 11, and thousands of others on the ground
lost their lives that day as well. It was under those conditions that President
Bush delivered the following speech to a shaken nation.

Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedon came under
attack in a series of deliberate and deadly tervorist acts. The victims were in airplanes, or
in their offices; secretaries, businessmen and women, military and federal workers; moms
and dads, friends and neighbors. Thousands of lives were suddenly ended by evil,
despicable acts of terror.

The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings, fires burning, huge structures collapsing,
have filled us with disbelief, terrible sadness, and a quiet, unyielding anger. These acts of
mass murder were intended 1o frighten our nation into chaos and reteat. But they have
Jailed; our country is strong.

A greai people has been moved lo defend a great nation. Terrorist atlacks can shake the
Sfoundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America.
These acts shattered steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American vesolve.

America was targeted for atlack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and
opportunity in the world. And no one will keep that light from shining.

Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature. And we responded with the
best of America — with the daving of our vescue workers, with the caring for strangers
and neighbors who came to give blood and help in any way they could.

Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our governiment’s emergency
response plans. Our military is powerful, and il’s prepared. Our emergency teams are
working in New York City and Washington, D.C. to help with local rescue efforts.

Our first priority is to get help to those who have been injured, and to take every
recaution to firolect our citizens at home and around the world from further attacks.

The functions of our government continue without interruption. Federal agencies in
Washington which had to be evacuated today are veopening for essential personnel
tonight, and will be open for business tomorrow. Our financial institutions remain
strong, and the American economy will be open for business, as well,

The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts. I've divected the full
resources of our inlelligence and law enforcement communities o find those responsible
and to bring them to justice. We will make no distinction between the terrorists who
commilled these acts and those who harbor them.

1 appreciate so very much the members of Congvess who have joined me in strongly
condemning these atlachks. And on behalf of the American people, I thank the many world
leaders who have called to offer their condolences and assistance.

America and our friends and allies join with all those who want peace and securily in the
world, and we stand together to win the war against tervovism. Tonight, I ask for your
Drayers for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been shattered, for all
whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I fray they will be comforted
by a power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: “Even though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me.”

This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice
and peace. America has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of
us will ever forget this day. Yet, we go forward to defend freedom and all that is good and
Just in our world.

Thank you. Good night, and God bless America.
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(845) 482-5290 * 482-5117 * Fax 482-4270
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The Flight 93

SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT

National Memorial

At 10:03 a.m. on September 11,
2001, the last of four planes that
were hijacked earlier that morning
crashed into a field near the town of
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. The people
behind the 9/11 attacks later claimed the
hijackers who commandeered the plane
intended to crash it into the U.S. Capitol
Building in Washington, D.C., but
passengers and crew stormed the cockpit,
prompting the hijackers to crash the plane
into the field, which is less than 20
minutes’ flying time to Washington, D.C.
The efforts of passengers and crew
onboard Flight 93 were nothing short of
heroic. Though everyone aboard the flight
perished in the crash, the attack on the
U.S. Capitol was thwarted, saving untold
number of lives. All passengers and crew
on board Flight 93 were awarded a
Congressional Gold Medal on September
11,2014

The Flight 93 National Memorial is located
in Stonycreek Township in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, roughly two miles
north of Shanksville. The memorial was
opened to family members of the victims

on September 10, 2015, and is now open
to the public seven days a week, 365 days
a year from sunrise to sunset, though
visitors are urged to contact the Memorial
in advance due to potential restrictions or
closures related to the COVID-19
pandemic.

In September 2005, the Flight 93 Advisory
Commission, which included family
members of the victims as well as design
and art professionals and community and
national leaders, chose a design proposal
submitted by Paul Murdoch Architects and
Nelson Byrd Woltz Architects from among
1,100 entries.

The Flight 93 National Memorial includes
the Tower of Voices, a 93-foot-tall musical
instrument that holds 40 wind chimes, one
to represent each of the 40 passengers
and crew members who perished in the
crash. The tower is located on an oval
concrete plaza that includes two curved
concrete benches facing the opening of
the tower. The tower is surrounded by
concentric rings of white pines and
deciduous plantings. A live webcam of the
Tower of Voices can be viewed at

Names, which is made up of 40 white
polished marble stones inscribed with the
names of the passengers and crew who
were aboard Flight 93 on 9/11.The
Memorial Plaza extends one-quarter mile
alongside the area where Flight 93
crashed. Visitors can walk along the
Memorial Plaza and view the impact site,
including a grove of eastern hemlock trees
that were damaged by the crash. A gap in
the tree line is still visible and serves as a
lasting “scar” of the crash.

https://www.flight93friends.org/plan-yourvisit/
webcams.

Visitors to the Flight 93 National Memorial
also can visit the Memorial Plaza. The
Memorial Plaza features the Wall of

AMERICAN SPORTSMA

FIREARMS, LLC
* LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER °
BUY ° SELL ° TRADE

Patrlck Rotondo Sole Member
845-798-0365

141 Fairweather Rd., Swan Lake, NY 12783
americansportsmanfirearmsllc@gmail.com
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COME TO HURLEYVILLE
TO SEE THE THREE
SURVIVOR TREES.

These trees commemorate the day all of our lives were forever
changed September 11, 2001. They honor the bravery of

the thousands of First Responders, and they stand as a

living reminder of resilience, survival and rebirth through
community, courageous actions and the Arts.

[0

Visit us online at www.hurleyvilleartscentre.org

Hurleyville Performing
Arts Centre
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FUNERAL CHAPEL

Jade M. Parise, Owner/Director

Hancock, N.Y.
607-637-2581 WWW.HBFUNERALCHAPEL.COM

Dr. Moria L. Norris

Dr. Luann Steele

Dr. Allen Wachter
Office Hours by Appointment

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-12pm

89 Schoolhouse Road

Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845-482-5500

JEFFERSONVILLE
ANIl\IAL HOSPITAL

We are a group of dedicated professionals who strive to provide
our patients with the most up-to-date medical, diagnostic, and
surgical procedures in the most state-of-the-art veterinary |
hospital in our area. Our goal is to provide this care
compassionately in a friendly and personal setting.
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Complete Auto Repair

(845) 439-5447
www.manormotorsinc.com

CORY GAEBEL

Collision Repair

477 Old Route 17
Livingston Manor, NY 12758

7am-5pm Monday-Friday
7am-12 Noon Saturdays
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4 Custom Residential & Commercial Ingrounds
# Vinyl Liner Specialists

# Complete Pool Renovations

4 Heaters, Pumps and Filters

# Openings, Closings & Maintenance

www.crpsny.com ~ Youngsville, NY 12791

845-482-4646
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Woobs REPAIR SERVICE, INC.

5 West LiBerTY ST, LIBERTY, N.Y. ® PHONE 292-5061
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3089 State Route 52
White Sulphur Springs, NY 12787

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
NYS Inspections, Wheel Alignments,

A/ C Service, Computer Diagnostics, Struts, Shocks,
Brakes, Exhaust, Tires

Elliott Madison

845-292-8312
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CALLICOON SUPPLY ..

For all your Hardware Open?7Days

a Week
and Building MLF 7.4:30
Supplies ... Sat 7-12

Sun 8-12

online@callicoonsupply.com
Rte 17B e Callicoon, NY
845-887-4804
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Veterinary Clmi'
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~ Small & Large Animals ~
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www.youngsville.myvetonline.com
Email: dr_nebzydoski@yahoo.com
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‘It was like an avalanche

Bethel, peace, love and music

could not prevail on Tuesday
after the Twin Towers came crash-
ing down to the ground.

Owners Roy Howard and Jeryl
Abramson were horrified at the
carnage, but their main concern
was Howard’s son and Abramson’s
longtime friend, both of whom
should have been at or near the
World Trade Center during the cat-
astrophic events.

Since phone lines were hopeless-
ly jammed, Howard leaped into his
car and sped 90 miles an hour
down Route 17 to find his 26-year-
old son, Josh, who works for Amer-
ican Express in the World Financial
Center complex across the street
from the World Trade Center.

Meanwhile, Abramson waited by
the phone at their Bethel home to
hear of any news of Josh or her
friend Richard, who served as best
man at her first wedding three
decades ago.

Phone call after phone call came
with no news, until - finally - Josh’s
mother Lisa called Abramson to
tell her that she has heard from her
son, and he was alright.

On this one day of all days, Josh
Howard, remarkably, had gotten
out of bed late.

“It was very scary,” said Abram-
son on Wednesday, “but somehow,
in my gut, I knew he had over-
slept.”

Abramson relayed the call to a
relieved Roy Howard, who stopped
at his friend’s house in Bergenfield,
NJ near the George Washington
Bridge to await being reunited with
his son.

“I was going to walk across the
bridge” to find him, said Howard,
but rumors of explosives kept both
father and son off the structure.

Hours later, they did indeed meet
on the bridge and went to a local
diner to discuss the day’s events.

“I didn’t get down to the financial
district until 9:30 a.m.,” said the
younger Howard in a telephone
interview yesterday. “We were

Even at Max Yasgur’s farm in

forced to exit the subway 4-5 blocks
away, but as soon as I got out, I
could see both towers burning.”

He headed east to City Hill Park,
where a stunned crowd had gath-
ered to watch the horrific sights.

“For the most part, everyone was
in a state of shock, but calm,”
Howard recalled.

Trying to find a working phone,
he began walking again. He turned
around in time to see pieces of
Tower Two beginning to fall in
what would become its final and
fatal tumble.

“Then someone screamed, and

Tower 1

American Express Building

and it was pitch black,” he said. “I
just ran as fast as I could. I
couldn’t see anyone - just my
hands in front of my face - and it
was very quiet, like a snowstorm.”

The young man continued run-
ning through the swirling mix of
smoke and debris, dashing past a
car with its door open and engine
running, somehow managing not
to hit or trip over anything or any-
one.

“I ducked into the first lobby I
found,” he said, and somebody
gave me a t-shirt. I was covered
with ash and soot and dirt.”

The lower Manhattan skyline, as it will never be again.

everyone panicked and began to
run east,” he said.

Someone dropped their cell
phone in the mad dash for whatev-
er safety could be found, but as
Howard bent down to pickit up, he
saw a billowing cloud of smoke
and dust tearing down the narrow
canyon-like walls of downtown
Manhattan.

“That was the scariest part when
it first engulfed me. It was like an
avalanche. It just swept over you,

Howard then joined what he
called a “caravan of people” walk-
ing north, away from the awful
destruction. When breathing and
seeing became easier, he realized
he was OK and not far from the
Brooklyn Bridge.

“Then I heard another crash, and
somebody said, ‘There goes the
other tower.”

With the help of a mission worker
and a recently purchased bottle of
water, Howard didn’t look back but

e e
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instead walked more than 100
blocks before finding a working
phone and calling his mother.

He eventually made it back to his
apartment and met his father. His
main goal now is to get back and
rearrange his life, but currently the
entire family’s just enjoying know-
ing he’s safe.

In a way, Roy Howard’s even
proud.

“He told me he overslept,” said
the elder Howard of his son. “It’s a
Howard trait!”

* %k X%

Not all news has been good, how-

“Tower 2

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

ever.

Abramson’s friend Richard, an
accountant for Cantor-Fitzgerald
on the 101st floor of Tower One, is
still missing.

“They can’t find him,” said
Abramson on Wednesday. “And
now they're telling us, ‘Don’t even
hope anymore.””

The 50-year-old man has a wife
and two children, said Abramson -
one of whom is terminally ill.
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‘Two near misses enough for local WT'C worker

bernburg resident Stuart
O Nalven thought he had

seen it all when he experi-
enced the 1993 bombing of the
World Trade Center.

Until Tuesday.

Working for the Port Authority
on the 71st floor of Tower One,
Nalven was in his office suite
when he heard a loud noise that
just got louder.

The building then “cracked like
a whip,” and nervous coworkers
talked about what sounded like a
“giant blowing up a big paper bag
and popping it with a huge bag.”

Naturally, they went over to the
windows - and were stunned
when debris fell past them.

They were even more stunned
when they saw a plane slam into
Tower Two, exploding in a shower
of sparks, steel and bodies.

“Some were still in their seats,”
recounted Nalven.

And that was all the motivation

his coworkers and he needed.

“Since the public address system
had failed, we decided to get the
hell out of there,” said the middle-
aged computer programmer.

A hasty dash down the seeming-
ly unending stairwell was compli-
cated by increasing amounts of
leaking water and the smell of jet
fuel - bringing up memories for
Nalven of being trapped in the
smelly compartment of one of the
Twin Towers’ 99 elevators during
the ‘93 bombing.

On the way down, Nalven said
he passed firefighters, police offi-
cers, even a man in a wheelchair
on the 27th floor.

“I assume they all died,” he said
from his home on Wednesday.

Exiting the stairs at the second
floor, Nalven and his coworkers
were met by a scene of devasta-
tion that stunned them all.

“The huge plate glass windows
were blown out. The revolving

Always In Our Hearts

Our Duty To Honor

LIBERTY

SERVICE CENTER, INC.

FOREIGN REPAIR SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1974

NYS INSPECTIONS
Ken Emery

Certified Master Automobile Technician

4 Oak Street, Liberty, NY 12754
(845) 292-6334 o Fax: (845) 292-2873

94915

glass doors were shattered, and
the entire lobby was filled with
water,” he recalled.

Emergency workers frantically
hurried people out of the build-
ing as dust and debris began
coating the plaza, and Nalven
walked up several blocks before
turning to see the most horrific
sight of all.

Tower Two was collapsing.

“When I saw a big cloud of
smoke,” he said, “we all knew we
had to run.”

And so he did, all the way to a
ferry on the Hudson River - one
of the few ways for thousands of
people to get off Manhattan
Island.

Nalven stayed with a coworker
at his house in Hoboken, NJ, call-
ing his wife Lynn at their
Obernberg home Tuesday after-
noon to say he and all his
coworkers were OK - at least
physically.

MACIEJENSKT

Hardscape Design & Install
for your Outdoor Living Space

REPRINTED FROM SEPTEMBER 14, 2001
SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT
BY DAN HUST

“Mentally, I don't know,” he
remarked Wednesday.

Lynn Nalven, thanks to her hus-
band’s coworker’s wife, had
already heard the good news
(which she asked her to repeat at
first).

“Inever lost hope,” she said,
adding that friends and neigh-
bors were of invaluable help and
support.

“My neighbors prayed...and
were calling me all morning. I
really want to thank them.”

And, of course, she’s glad her
husband is safe at home.

“He feels so lucky,” she
explained.

Stuart Nalven agreed but
likened these two close calls to a
baseball game.

“I figure three strikes - you're
out.”

Allison-Devore General Contractors Inc.

Residential and Commercial Construction
www.allisondevore.com

Carl Allison
Scott Allison

120 Muthig Rd, Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-292-7620 Office
sallison@allisondevore.com
845-701-2645 Cell @ 845-292-5143 Fax

84751
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“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of

§ Construction Corp. Andersen Corporation. ©2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

AN EMPFLOYER OWNED COMFANY
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Excellent customer service
is provided, even after your
project is completed.

We manage permits
& approvals, site development
and all finish and trim work.

Professional design services,
engineering and surveying are
always available.

SEE OUR VIRTUAL TOURS:

Please visit our Website or Give us a Call for Virtual Tour Dates
https://wmhconstruction.com/recent-projects/virtual-tours/

DREAM KITCHEN UPGRADE

For a limited time only, get the kitchen you’ve always dreamed of with free Merillat Classic Series Cabinets.
Call us today to take advantage of this offer, and you’ll see how easy it is to finally have a home that fits your vision.

90035

@ 642 International Blvd. Rock Tavern, NY. % (845) 787-0400

@ R s e (Located by Stewart Airport, off 1-84, exit 32)
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13219 State Route 90, Locke, NY 13902
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Dealer of 4 Guys Fire Trucks & HME for all of New York, Northern Pennsylvania
and counties that border New York.
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