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If You Can Dream It, 
We Can Build It! 

Westchester Modular Homes is an  
Employee Owned Company

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME,
MEET OUR BUILDER
Visit our professionally decorated model  
Monday-Friday between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
or call for an appointment. Take a virtual 
on-line tour of the factory, call for details.

DREAM KITCHEN UPGRADE
For a limited time only, get the kitchen 
you’ve always dreamed of with free 
Merillat Classic Series Cabinets. Call us 
today to take advantage of this offer, and 
you’ll see how easy it is to finally have a 
home that fits your vision. 

We manage permits & 
approvals, site development 
and all finish/trim work.

Professional design services, 
engineering and surveying 
are always available.

Excellent customer service 
is provided after your 
project is completed.

We Feature Quality Andersen® Products 
in all our Homes

omc.onitucrtsonHCMW
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“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted  
are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.  

©2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. 85
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“James Fenimore Cooper’s America
with a dash of Tuscany.”

­Conde Nast Traveler

Visit our Tasting Room

43 Wagner Lane, Callicoon, New York 12723
info@seminaryhill.co • www.seminaryhill.co

Instagram: @seminaryhillcider

Seminary Hill Orchard & Cidery
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ON THE COVER

Take a hike! Find yourself exploring
the many trails at Frost Valley YMCA.
Read our story beginning on page
10.

Photo provided by Frost Valley YMCA
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THE COUNTRY STORE OF DISTINCTION SINCE THE 1840S
The region’s finest gifts and handmade goods-- from  Penny Candy

to Amish Furniture, with candles, soaps,  lamps, American crafts,
Fine Country Preserves and Food, 

and a pickle barrel, too!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10 A.M.-5 P.M.
107 Sullivan St., Wurtsboro, NY  • 845 888-2100

Visit us on Facebook or at  canaltowne.com

Featuring 
the

Region’s Largest

Year-Round

Christmas Shop!

CANA-122324

88836



Roberta 
Byron-
Lockwood
President/
CEO
Sullivan 
Catskills

ravel changed significantly for all
of us in 2020. Many of us stayed
close to home, took traditional

means of transportation (our cars) and
sought out places where we could so-
cially distance. As we head into 2021,
we are hopeful that we will have the
opportunity to expand on our adven-
tures and be able to reconnect with our
friends, families and neighbors to ex-
plore communities with more flexibility.

Despite how things evolve in the New
Year, the Sullivan Catskills is the place

to be. We are a destination where busi-
nesses put the well-being of their cus-
tomers first—giving them the
#CatskillsConfidence that they are 
adhering to required standards of our
time.  

However, our hospitality industry
businesses have proven in the past year
that they are nimble and creative and
will adjust to whatever challenges we
face in the new year to provide their
customers with the best experiences
possible.  

We are a destination where travelers
can safely seek what they need to sat-
isfy their inner wanderlust impulses.
Whether it’s a vacation for tranquility,
adventure or to attend events, the Sulli-
van Catskills is a responsible destination
ready for whatever the future holds.
And the SCVA is prepared to promote
the best travel opportunities available
for all types of travel enthusiast.

We are a perfect escape tucked
away in the Catskill Mountains. Our
wide-open spaces await those who
seek new discoveries and ventures.
Whether it is spending time by a
fireplace sipping hot cocoa at one
of our award-winning inns, rejuve-
nating the body and soul at one of
our wellness centers, delighting in a
farm-to-table dining or shopping ex-
perience on our main streets, or tak-
ing to the outdoors for traditional
wintertime fun, we have something for
everyone. Some must-do itinerary ideas:

1. Wintertime sleepover packages
2. Indulging in our Craft Beverage 
Trail
3. An afternoon spa treatment 
4. Enjoying a Catskill-icious experi
ence at one of our locally owned  
Michelin quality restaurants
5. Skiing, snow tubing, ice skating, 
ice fishing, horseback riding and hik
ing through the mountains
6. Attending one of our numerous 
wintertime events.

Now is the time to add the Sullivan
Catskills to your bucket list! We are anx-
iously waiting to welcome you on your
next adventure and inspire your travel
bug. Visit www.sullivancatskills.com for
getaway packages and social distancing
activities that are designed for all inter-
ests. Call 845-747-4449 to speak with one
of our travel specialists who will design
an itinerary just for you.

T

contributed photos

Horseback riding at Bridle Hill Farm

Wintertime sleepover at the DeBruce

plan your winter getaway
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eagle watchingeagle watching

T he Delaware Highlands Conser-
vancy regretfully announces that 
all guided Eagle Watch bus tours
for January and February 2021 are

cancelled due to COVID-19. The safety of
staff, volunteers, and program attendees is the
Conservancy’s highest priority, and Eagle
Watch bus tours cannot be hosted with 
appropriate social distancing measures in
place.

Instead, visit DelawareHighlands.org/eagles 
for information on viewing eagles safely on
your own and to download a map to take
your own driving tour and look for eagles in
the Upper Delaware River region. Follow the
Conservancy on Facebook and Instagram for
virtual Eagle Watch content, with photos,
videos, updates, and current educational 
information on the eagles in our region
through the winter season.

Please be aware that if you take your own
driving tour through the region, eagle viewing
blinds and restrooms may not be open. If the
blind is open, please wear a mask, practice

social distancing, and limit the number of
people inside at one time. During your visit,
please be compliant with CDC and state
guidelines, and follow safety recommenda-
tions made by Conservancy volunteers. If the
viewing blind is closed, it is important to 
remain inside your vehicle to avoid disturbing
the wintering eagles, and to park only in 
designated public parking areas.

The Upper Delaware River region is one of
the largest wintering habitats for eagles in the
northeast United States because of abundant
clean water and large, undisturbed stands of
trees. Protected lands in Sullivan County, NY
and Pike and Wayne Counties in PA provide a
safe haven for these migratory birds, as well
as breeding eagles that live here year-round.

The Delaware Highlands Conservancy
works in partnership with landowners and
communities to protect the natural heritage
and quality of life of the Upper Delaware
River region. For more information, call 570-
226-3164, 845-583-1010 or visit
www.DelawareHighlands.org.

Photo by Herb Houghton
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Stay tuned for an exciting summer season lineup!

fbplayhouse.org 

We are excited to
celebrate our

75th Anniversary Season 
with you this year!
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When winter-time grows weary, I lift my eyes on high
And see the black trees standing, stripped clear against the sky;

They stand there very silent, with the cold flushed sky behind,
The little twigs flare beautiful and restful and kind;

Clear-cut and certain they rise, with summer past,
For all that trees can ever learn they know now, at last;

Slim and black and wonderful, with all unrest gone by,
The stripped tree-boughs comfort me, drawn clear against the sky.

Winter Branches

– Margaret Widdemer
contributed photo|Frost Valley YMCA

WINTER  2021                      C AT S K I L L S C O N F I D E N T I A L 9



hen you think of Frost Valley YMCA
you might think of sending your kids
to summer camp. But did you know
the organization is open all winter

long with 5,500 acres of property for sledding,
skiing and all kinds of winter activities?

Weather permitting, Frost Valley YMCA offers
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, many ideal
sledding hills for guests who would like to
bring their own sleds, as well as guided and
self-led hikes through Frost Valley’s acres of
pristine Catskill forests.

Guests can enjoy scavenger hunts as a family,
pottery, and candle making, as well as board
and card games in their lodges, and cozy
campfires underneath a blanket of stars. Wi-Fi
hotspots are available around camp to stay in
touch with loved ones at home.

“Families can enjoy an invigorating weekend
with their family in the picturesque Catskill
Mountains,” Erin Johnson, Director of Market-
ing and PR at Frost Valley, said. “When they
breathe in the fresh mountain air on a self-
guided hike, they rediscover the restorative
power of nature.”

The oldest YMCA camp in the nation, Frost
Valley was founded in 1885 as The Boys’
Camping Society. It later split into two loca-
tions, but in 1957 the land was sold to the
YMCA and the first summer camp in the new
permanent location was held in 1958.

Ever since then, Frost Valley has provided
outdoor experiences for more than 35,000 chil-
dren, groups, and families each year.

During the winter you can choose from cus-
tomizable group and family retreats and stay in

our winter wonderland
by Isabel Braverman

The castle at Frost Valley
was built by the original
owner of the property, and
guests can stay there or 
in other lodging as shown
at left.

Take a hike through Frost Valley’s acres of Catskill
forests and find yourself at this stunning waterfall.

W Photos provided by Frost Valley YMCA

continued on page 12
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one of the many lodging
options, including cabins,
yurts, or The Castle (yes, a
castle, which was built in
1916 by the original owner
of the property).

Freshly prepared meals
will be available in the din-
ing hall with social distanc-
ing in place, or guests have
the option to pick up their
meals at the dining hall and
eat them in their lodges. If
New York State regulations
change, guests will dine in
their lodges.

Frost Valley offers over 30
miles of Catskill Mountain
trails in a wide variety of
terrain for every age and
skill level. Skiing is open
only on the weekends; you
should call ahead to check
availability each weekend.
Skis are provided.

If properly prepared, you
and your family can enjoy
beautiful winter conditions.
Find an icy waterfall,
wildlife tracks, mountain
streams bordered by snow
and ice, hemlock trees, and
peace and quiet.

continued from page 11

Above: Children will have a blast
this winter at Frost Valley, where
there are many activities available.

Opposite page: Frost Valley YMCA
offers cross-country skiing on trails 
for all levels, perfect for families.
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Authorized Dealers for

Justus
Asthalter
M aple Syrup, Inc.

Justus
Asthalter
M aple Syrup, Inc.

Fully Stocked Glass 
& Plastic Inventory

The Boyes Family
865 Aden Rd, Parksville, NY 12768

(845) 292-8569
family@justusmaple.com

www.justusmaple.com
Serving NY, PA and NJ for 4 Generations
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Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road, Claryville, NY
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

This winter it’s time to get outdoors! Frost 
Valley YMCA offers 5,500 acres of winter won-
derland. You can go cross-country skiing, hike on
the 30 miles of trails, go sledding, and partake in
cozy indoor activities with your family. Stay on
site in one of the many lodging options. 
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87306

MEMBER
89  Rock Ridge Dr.

Monticello, NY 12701
845-791-7444

Fax 845-791-7450

Rock Ridge Kennels
“Where It’s Always

Reigning
Cats and Dogs”

Boarding & Grooming
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J.B. MAK Building
Harman Stoves Authorized Dealer

Installation • Services • Cleaning

Premium Hardwood Pellets

Lopi, Avalon & FPX Gas & Wood Stoves / Fireplaces
Louisiana­Pitt Boss Pellet Grills

Holland Gas Grills 
Ph: 845­292­6338          Fax: 845­292­6352

4 BON JOVI LANE • LIBERTY, NY 12754 

www.jbmakrental.com88613 87
82
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Working in the restaurant business
has been a lifelong love for An-
toinette (Annie) Grome. After

spending many years as a server and bar-
tender it was only natural that she would
come to own her own restaurant.

The Ruff Cut in Cochecton has been a
community favorite for many years, known
for its famous roast beef sandwiches.

Grome worked there for a couple of years
and when the owners were moving on she
and her husband, Erwin Grome, took it over,
calling it Annie’s Ruff Cut and opening in
August of 2019.

As residents of Livingston Manor, they
moved to the area eight years ago when

Erwin had a good job opportunity. He knew
that Annie always had a passion to have her
own restaurant so he purchased the Ruff Cut.

They still have those famous roast beef
sandwiches as well as a variety of other
unique sandwiches and tasty comfort foods
like burgers (made with fresh patties), wings,
fries, and appetizers such as onion rings,
mozzarella sticks and chili.

In addition to the food menu they have a
large selection of drink options, stemming
from Grome’s passion for bartending.

They have seasonal drinks like eggnog in
the winter and frozen margaritas in the sum-
mer and there are always one or two special
drinks on offer.

There are also food specials throughout the
week to keep you coming back: Wednesday
is burger day, Thursday is wing day, and
there is always one special every day.

And let’s not forget about the dessert:

take
comfort

by Isabel Braverman

continued on page 16

Annie’s Ruff Cut in Cochecton, NY is a great spot to pick
up some comfort food and tasty bar food. Located just off
the beaten path, the restaurant has been a favorite for
many years. 

Isabel Braverman photos
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strawberry cheesecake, peanut butter pie
or a brownie sundae are just some of the
delicious options.

“I just try different things and try to
keep it fresh,” Grome says.

All of the specials, in addition to the
regular menu, can be found on their Face-
book page.

But back to how it all began.
Grome grew up in Port Byron, NY near

the Finger Lakes. Her mother was a cook
at a diner and she would go in and see
her a lot, then got a job there at age 14. 

“At the time that was when you could
legally work, so I started working as a
server and just really liked the business,”
Grome said. 

That familial atmosphere can be seen at
Annie’s Ruff Cut; it’s a great place to
gather with neighbors and watch the
game (once the pandemic is over).

Grome was able to open for indoor din-
ing following COVID-19 compliance, and
they also offer takeout, perfect for enjoy-
ing a meal at home this winter. 

continued from page 15 You’ll find classic
bar food at
Annie’s Ruff Cut.
Known for their
famous roast beef
sandwiches 
(pictured below at
right), they also
have a variety of
options from
burgers and fries,
to appetizers, to
sandwiches. 

They even have
inventive dishes
like pretzel fries
with a cheese 
dipping sauce
(pictured below
left). 

And quench your
thirst with a deli-
cious cocktail;
there’s a special
drink on the menu
every day.

contributed photos
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We specialize in “Medication Packaging”
and offer a Medication & Therapy

Management program.
Schedule your one-on-one appointment

with a pharmacist today!

TEAR & TAKE
Manage your prescriptions properly

Organized and dated for your daily 
morning, afternoon, evening & bedtime

medications. Helps you keep track so
there are no missed doses.

FREE
Prescription Delivery

Hrs: Mon-Fri 8:30-6; Sat 9-3
Colonial Square Plaza

1987 State Rte 52, Liberty, NY 12754
(845) 292-820086
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   Specializing in all phases of service & installation...
   plumbing,    radiant heating,    hot water/hot air heating,    

hydro air,    air-conditioning
   • AC Ductless Split Units • Water Treatment Systems

• Geothermal Systems
   CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

   Certifi ed & Factory Trained Professionals in the Latest Technologies

“NO JOB’S TOO BIG FOR SMALLS”
- 876 Old Route 17, Harris -     845-794-7780
www.smallshvac.com        FULLY INSURED
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Serving 
Sullivan 
County 

Since 1953

 Smalls
Plumbing, Heating, and AC

OPEN Wed-Mon 
Lunch
Dinner

Indoor Dining
& Take Out

SOCIAL
DISTANCING 
PRACTICED

Check out
for our Daily Specials

Annie’s

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE88597

Fully Insured (845) 295-5462

Boyes & Torrens Construction

Home Improvement

Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters • Replacement Windows
Roofing • Decks • Kitchen & Baths
Garages/Additions • New Homes

844 Aden Road, Parksville, NY 12768 88
61
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Annie’s Ruff Cut
90 Forman Road, Cochecton, NY
845-932-5100
www.facebook.com/matsonshomeoftheroastbeef

There’s so much more than the freshly made in-house
roast beef at Annie’s Ruff Cut (though that’s what they’re
known for), you have to try the delicious comfort food on
offer. From burgers and fries, to wings, to pastrami sand-
wiches and heroes, you are sure to find something. They
also have specialty drinks and a wide variety of desserts
to keep you warm and toasty this winter season.  

Isabel Braverman photo
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LEARNING BYDOING
Life Skills  -  Self-Motivation  -  Exploration  -  Achievement

A Unique Montessori School on an 85 Acre Campus
Preschool to 9th Grade  |  Expansive Academic Program

Farm Animals  |  Gardens  |  Environmental Stewardship
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The Homestead School
Glen Spey, New York • 845-856-6359  

info@homesteadschool.com • homesteadschool.com

    #homesteadschool       HomesteadSchool
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 #SullivanCatskills     SullivanCatskills.com     #SullivanCatskillsDoveTrail

Always playful.

Visit our website and make your plans. Close. Clean. Confident.
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