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2023
A look back
Three tornadoes and drought were major stories

Topping the news for the 
year 2023 was the weather.

Here’s a look at some of 
the top stories for the year.

1. Three tornadoes ripped 
through the heart of the 
county with all three taking 
much the same path.

The first was an EF2 
February 22 that developed 

just southwest of Goldsby, 
eventually doing signifi-
cant damage to the David 
J. Perry Airport.

In addition to extensive 
damage to hangars, several 
airplanes were damaged 
from the violent winds. 
The tornado stayed on 
the ground taking a broad 

swatch right through a 
residential area of east 
Norman.

The second twister of 
the year, an EF3, struck 
Cole April 19 killing two 
McClain County residents. 

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Total destruction
The destructive EF-3 tornado that ripped through Cole and the surrounding area April 
19 destroyed 61 homes like this one and damaged scores of others.

A Wayne man was killed in 
a pickup-motorcycle accident 
just after 11 a.m. Wednesday 
on state Highway 59 at Hop-
ping Avenue.

OHP Trooper Kenneth Pitt-
man was the lead investigator 
reporting both vehicles were 
eastbound on SH 59 when a 
1999 Ford F250, driven by 
Jeffery Herndon, 60, of Pauls 
Valley began making a left 
turn onto Hopping Avenue.

Pittman said a 2005 Yamaha 
motorcycle driven by Hayden 
Stanley, 22, of Wayne was at-

tempting to pass on the left and 
struck the pickup in the side.

Pittman said the cause of 
the collision was improper 
passing.

Pittman was assisted at 
the scene by Trooper Nick 
Vinson, Trooper Shayne Bal-
lard, Captain Jim Terry, the 
McClain County Sheriff’s 
Department, Wayne Fire and 
Wadley’s EMS.

Wadley’s EMS transported 
Herndon to Purcell Municipal 
Hospital where he was pro-
nounced deceased.

Wayne man 
killed in crash
Motorcycle-pickup collide  
on SH 59 at Hopping Avenue

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Fatality accident
A motorcycle driver was killed when his cycle and a Chevrolet 
pickup collided on SH 59 at 11:04 a.m. December 20 at 
Hopping Avenue.

What has been a mainstay in 
the City of Purcell since 1970 
will go on the auction block 
come January 25.

The old Purcell Municipal 
Hospital, located at 1500 N. 
Green Avenue, will be sold 
by sealed bids that are due by 
5 p.m. on January 25.

The 61,547 sq. ft. building 
sits on 9.24 acres that has 
substantial redevelopment 
potential.

Also up for sealed bids is 
all the medical equipment, a 
commercial kitchen, industrial 
generator and office supplies. 
Those items will be sold 
separate with that sealed bid 
deadline January 9.

“We’re selling everything 
not attached to the walls,” auc-
tioneer Richard Branch said. 
“It can be a piece (of equip-
ment) at a time and some entire 
contents of a room at a time.”

Branch is partnering with 
Brent Wellings of Schrader 
Real Estate and Auction Co. 
Inc.

“We partner all the time on 
unique properties,” Branch 
said. “He can give them na-
tional exposure.”

Branch explained why the 
property is being sold by silent 
bids instead of the usual live 
auction process.

“It gives the City of Purcell 
the ultimate capacity of accept-
ing or rejecting bids,” Branch 
said. “Come buy a piece of 
history of the property that is 
no longer needed since we have 
the new one.”

Open inspection dates in-
clude December 28 from 9 
a.m. to noon, January 16 from 
9 a.m. to noon and January 25 
from noon to 5 p.m.

Branch may be contacted 
on his cell at 405 627-3920 
or by email at richard@
branchauction.com

Deadline January 
25 for PMH bids
Sealed bids due by 5 p.m., online 
bidding for equipment available
John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Caught 
red-
handed
Alert neighbor 
notifies police 
and couple 
arrested in house

Thanks to an alert neighbor 
and fast action by authorities, 
two people were caught red-
handed in the midst of a home 
burglary early the morning 
of December 20 in far north 
Goldsby.

McClain County Sheriff 
Deputy Beau Ogden was 
dispatched to 18806 Thunder 
Ridge Road where he found 
a red 1995 Jeep Cherokee 
parked on the side of the 
house. 

Ogden said the hood of 
the vehicle was warm so it 
hadn’t been parked there very 
long. After meeting with the 
reporting party, Ogden waited 
on the arrival of Trooper Ken 
Pittman. Together the pair 
went in to check on the home, 
going room to room.

Both the front and back 
doors were secured but Ogden 
found a back patio door to be 
partially open and bent.

Ogden found a male subject 
standing in a closet of the 
master bedroom. The male, 
who identified himself as 
Kobi Bryant, was taken into 
custody as was a female, 
identified as Chelsi Martin.

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register
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30-year pins
Hospital CEO/CNO Chris Wright had the pleasure last Thursday afternoon to present 30-year service pins to long-time 
PMH employees Karen Huckabee, left, and Dianna Farris.

Please see Review, page 2A Please see Burglary, back page

Last week’s 1.3” of rain in 
Purcell brought the year-to-
date total for 2023 to 38.22”.

That compares to 38.32” 
for this time last year and 
the 40.05” that was recorded 
in 2021.

Oklahoma City has re-

corded 37.30” so far this 
year. The normal year-to-
date total is 36.14”.

In that rain storm last 
week, Washington received 
1.24” and Byars .83”, ac-
cording to the Oklahoma 
Mesonet.

Purcell gets 1.3”
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Sunset
Pretty as a picture. Another gorgeous Oklahoma sunset captured in the southwestern sky at 
dusk.

We have seen a cooler start 
to the week across the region 
associated with a few rain 
showers. We have since dried 
out and our dry pattern contin-
ues into the next seven days 
as we end 2023. On Thursday, 
we will see mostly sunny skies 

return with afternoon highs in 
the middle 40s. Temperatures 
will approach 50 degrees by 
Friday as sunny skies domi-
nate. This weekend will feature 
temperatures in the middle 50s 
but will fall into the lower 50s 
and upper 40s as we begin 

2024 next Monday and into 
Tuesday. Partly cloudy skies 
will hold by the middle part of 
the week as temperatures only 
make it into the middle 40s for 
daytime highs.

– Hunter Brittingham

Cooler temps to start week

Sen. Garvin files bill to
better protect schools
against gun violence

Senator Jessica Garvin, R–
Duncan, has filed legislation 
to increase the state penalty 
for carrying an illegal firearm 
onto school property.

Senate Bill 1254 changes the 
already illegal infraction from 
a misdemeanor to a felony 
offense, increases the fine to 
$2,500 and allows state pros-
ecutors to seek up to a year in 
prison if the individual carrying 
the weapon is found guilty. 

In response to increased gun 
violence in recent years, Garvin 
said her bill will better protect 
children, teachers, and others 
on school campuses across the 
state. She worked with school, 
law enforcement and public 
safety officials in drafting the 
measure.

“The horrific tragedy that 
rocked our state earlier this 
year at a Choctaw high school 
football game, along with other 
instances led to conversations 

with local officials to figure out 
how we can better protect our 
children and others on school 
campuses.

“While it’s already illegal 
to carry a firearm on school 
grounds, we determined the 
current state punishment is 
nothing more than a slap on 
the wrist. Senate Bill 1254 will 
hopefully deter those who want 
to cause harm in our schools,” 
Garvin said. “I’m pro-Second 
Amendment and have voted 
continuously to uphold this 
right for Oklahomans. I’m also 
in strong favor of protecting the 
lives of children and others on 
our school campuses.

“This bill is about stopping 
this illegal activity and giving 
prosecutors the power to pur-
sue more significant charges,” 
she said.

The bill will be up for con-
sideration when the legislative 
session convenes in February.

Oklahoma Poison Center
reports on holiday hazards:
button batteries a potential
medical emergency if swallowed

With new electronics and toys 
around the house during the 
Christmas season, parents and 
caregivers are reminded that the 
small, round “button” batteries 
used to power many devices can 
be quite dangerous if swallowed.

Toddlers and young children 
are particularly susceptible to 
injury from these batteries be-
cause of their narrow throats and 
inability to tell parents what has 
happened. 

The coin-shaped button batter-
ies – used to power decorations, 
hearing aids, watches, toys, 
games, flashing jewelry, musical 
greeting cards, remote control 
devices and many other items 
most parents and caregivers don’t 
think of as dangerous – are metal-
lic and shiny, and very attractive 
to young children.

A child swallowing a button 
battery presents an especially 
dangerous situation that requires 
immediate attention. While most 
swallowed button batteries will 
pass through the gut and be elimi-
nated in the stool, occasionally a 
swallowed button battery can get 
stuck in the throat, especially in 
a child’s narrow throat.

“When a button battery lodges 
in a child’s throat, it causes an 
electrical current to go through 
the tissue,” said Kristie Edelen, 
managing director for the Okla-
homa Poison Center. “The 
electrical current causes dam-
age because it forms hydroxide, 
which is an ingredient in lye. 
When this happens, the battery 
can cause severe tissue damage, 
even death. Button batteries also 
may cause injury when they are 
placed in the nose or the ears as 
well.”

Keep items containing button 
batteries that are not secured by 
screws like remote controls out 
of reach of children. If anyone in-
gests a foreign body, especially a 
button battery, call the Oklahoma 
Poison Center at 800-222-1222 

immediately. 
In the case of button battery 

ingestion, take the person to the 
closest emergency department 
and obtain an X-ray to ensure the 
battery is not lodged in the throat, 
which is an especially dangerous 
situation that requires immediate 
attention.

“Most people think that if a 
person isn’t coughing and chok-
ing, there can’t be something 
caught in the throat. That isn’t 
necessarily the case, particularly 
with small objects like button 
batteries,” says Edelen. “The 
only way to make sure the bat-
tery has passed into the stomach 
and therefore less likely to cause 
injury is to get an X-ray.”

Edelen reports that in 2022, 
there were 27 cases of button 
battery ingestion reported to the 
Oklahoma Poison Center in chil-
dren up to five years of age. This 
year there have been 18 cases of 
button battery ingestions so far 
in this same age group.

Tips for Protecting Young 
Children:

• Never leave batteries sitting 
out. Store batteries out of sight 
and reach of young children.

• Check all household devices 
to be certain the battery compart-
ment is secured shut. Use strong 
tape to secure compartments that 
children can open or that might 
pop open if the device is dropped.

• Only purchase products that 
require a screwdriver or tool to 
open the battery compartment, 
or that are closed with a child-
resistant locking mechanism.

• Batteries are everywhere! Be 
sure to check remote controls, 
tea lights and flameless candles, 

garage door openers, keyless 
entry fobs, bathroom scales, 
parking transponders, toys, cam-
eras, watches, calculators, digital 
thermometers, hearing aids, 
singing greeting cards, talking 
books, portable stereos, handheld 
video games, cell phones, home 
medical equipment/meters, flash 
lights, pen lights, flashing shoes, 
toothbrushes, keychains, flashing 
or lighted jewelry or attire, and 
basically any other household 
item that is powered.

• Be especially cautious with 
any products that contain a bat-
tery that is as big as a penny or 
larger. The 20 mm diameter but-
ton battery is one of the most seri-
ous problems when swallowed.

• Don’t allow children to play 
with batteries or with battery-
powered products that have 
easily accessible batteries.

• Don’t insert or change bat-
teries in front of small children. 

Call the Oklahoma Poison 
Center with any questions or con-
cerns regarding potential hazards 
that arise during the holidays, and 
do not forget to save the poison 
center’s phone number, 800-222-
1222, in your phone.

Pharmacists and registered 
nurses at the poison center are 
available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Please do not email 
the poison center or a member of 
the poison center staff, as poison-
ing emergencies are not handled 
through email.

The Oklahoma Poison Center 
is a program of the University of 
Oklahoma College of Pharmacy 
at OU Health Sciences.

For more information, visit 
OklahomaPoison.org.

That storm eventually made its 
way to Goldsby where more 
homes were damaged.

The third tornado of the 
year came on May 10 ripping 
a similar path as the one in 
April. Homes were damaged 
in Cole, Goldsby and as far 
east as Noble.

2. Purcell’s Rotary Club cel-
ebrated its 100th anniversary 
of being a Rotary International 
Club.

3. Washington seniors Kate 
Boothe and Jennie Higdon 
were named by the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence as 
Academic All-Staters.

4. Washington’s Warriors 
won their second straight 
State Championship with their 
second straight perfect 15-0 
season.

5. Janelle Winterton winning 
her third straight 300 hurdles 
State Championship.

6. Patti Christian being 
named the Oklahoma Asso-
ciation Conservation District’s 
Employee of the Year.

7. Joshua Allen Finkbeiner 
was found guilty of killing 
Shaliyah Toombs and her un-
born child. He received a life 
without parole sentence.

8. McClain and Garvin 
County Commissioners held 
joint meetings discussing the 
possibility of a regional jail.

9. Goldsby residents were 
forced to ration water during 
the intense summer heat and 
officials reported that possibil-
ity exists again for 2024.

10. Purcell was selected as a 
setting for a new movie, “One 
Crazy Night”.

11. Ground was broken for a 
new bank in Goldsby.

12. Purcell crowned three 
champions at the State TSA 
Leadership Conference in Nor-
man. Taking home top honors 

From page 1A
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News
from the

City of Purcell
Abandonment of Refrigerators and Iceboxes

in Places Accessible to Children
Any person, firm, or corporation who abandons or discards 

in any place accessible to children any refrigerator, icebox, or 
ice chest of a capacity of one and one-half (1-½) cubic feet or 
more which has an attached lid or door which may be opened 
or fastened shut by means of an attached latch, or who, being 
the owner, lessee, or manager of such place, knowingly permits 
such abandoned or discarded refrigerator, icebox, or ice chest to 
remain in such condition shall be deemed negligent as a matter 
of law and shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Prior Code 1991, §8-115) State Law Reference: Similar 
provisions, 21 O.S. §120S.

If you have any questions please feel free to call us at 527-
6561 or 527-4656.
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Come experience our Mexican 
cuisine, our new daily specials 
and our new drink selection.

From Beers (domestic & import), to a wide selection of 
Margaritas and everyone’s favorite Piña Coladas
Tues-Thurs 11AM-9PM • Fri-Sat 11AM-10PM

Sunday 11AM-8PM • Closed Monday

609 s. Green avenue, Purcell, OK
405-527-3388

Please Call
Purcell: 405-527-4004

Norman: 405-364-1001

BOB

& SONS, INC.Usry
PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

Lights from
the Heart

Sunday is your last chance 
to see Purcell’s Lights From 
the Heart at Chandler Park.

The light display will be 
open until Sunday, December 
31, at 10 p.m.

Over two miles of lights are 
available to drive through.

Admission is free but 
donations are appreciated. 

Tax Statements
McClain County Treasurer 

Teresa Jones reminds prop-
erty owners in the county 
that 2023 tax statements have 
been mailed.

Full or half payments are 
due before January 1.

The treasurer’s office can 
email tax statements if it is 
requested.

Property owners can also 
print out their tax statements 
by going online to oktaxrolls.
com.

For more information call 
405-527-3261.

Lexington
Cemetery Board

The Lexington Cemetery 
Board has raised the lot rate 
from $600 to $700 effective 
Jan. 1, 2024.

To purchase a lot, or for 
more information, call Mike 
Donovan at 405-550-9562.

NEWS In
Brief

Rural Fire
Vacancy

The Lexington Rural Fire 
Association has a vacancy on 
the Board of Directors.

If a member of the Asso-
ciation is interested in serving, 
please contact Dale Haynes at 
haynesfarm192@gmail.com 
or Stella Bledsoe at ronbled-
soe1@yahoo.com.

New OK Election
Board Website

The Oklahoma State Elec-
tion Board has launched a new 
website making it easier to view 
candidate information.

Candidates running for coun-
ty, state or federal office may 
be viewed on the new website.

Put the filing dates in like 
12-04-23 to 12-06-23 and view 
a copy of the actual candidate 
declarations.

Go to https://filings.okelec-
tion.us.

Celebrate
Recovery

Celebrate Recovery will 
be held on Monday nights at 
Landmark Church, 1106 W. 
Grant, in Purcell.

Big group will meet from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. followed by 
small group from 7:30-8:30 
p.m.

Celebrate Recovery is a safe 
place to find community and 
freedom from the issues that 
are controlling your life.

For more information contact 
Niki Steadman at 405-595-
1337 or Mark Rillema at 405-
496-5954.

SafeCare
SafeCare, a program of 

Northcare, is a free, home 
based parenting support 
program with the goal of 
reducing stress for caregivers.

S a f e C a r e  p r o v i d e s 
education on parenting, 
h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  a n d 
communication skills along 
with connecting families to 
community resources.

SafeCare services are 
provided to caregivers that 
have at least one child 
under the age of six and live 
in McClain or Cleveland 
counties.

For more information 
c a l l  4 0 5 - 8 5 8 - 2 7 2 5 , 
email safecarereferrals@
northcare.com or online at 
www.northcare.com.

Senior Dance
at Purcell

The Ole Troubadours are 
back at the Purcell Senior 
Citizens Center, 228 N. 2nd, 
every Friday from 7-9 p.m.

Join your friends for fun 
and dancing!

Admission is $8 per person 
and refreshments will be 
available for purchase.

Proceeds will benefit the 
Purcell Senior Citizens Cen-
ter.

Museum News
The McClain County Mu-

seum and Historical Society 
has undergone some changes 
and the museum is now open 
for tours.

To schedule a tour contact  
Jerry Hayes at 405-812-
8379.

PAULS VALLEY
Across from Train Depot

(405) 238-6358 / 238-7002
ANNOUNCEMENT:

StartS Friday

ROYAL THEATRE

FUN FOR ALL AGES 

Held Over PG

PG-13

Closed Monday & Tuesday
7:30 EvEnings

2 PM sat & sun MatinEEs

in their events were Nicho-
las Westmoreland and Riley 
Moore for Problem Solving; 
Shiv Patel, Owen Milner and 
Riley Moore in Drone Chal-
lenge and Aubrey Swain in the 
MS Flight event.

13. Paul Wollenberg named 
District Teacher or the Year.

14. Longtime Purcell resi-
dent Phillip “Flipper” Ellyson 
won a State Championship at 
the Cowboy Mounted Shoot-
ing Association’s “The Sod 
Buster” event in Cherokee.

15. The Pioneer Library Sys-
tem was named the Library of 
the Year. Lisa Wells accepted 
the plaque.

From page 2A
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JANUARY
Pipe busting cold Siberian air 

had an icy grip on Central Okla-
homa December 22 through 25.

Temperatures were in the 
single digits and wind chills 
were below zero.

Clem Paez and Jennifer 
Coates were honored with 20-
year longevity pins by hospital 
CEO/CNO Chris Wright.

Juan Adrian Cardenas, 30, 
of Norman died December 20.

Benny “Max” Dye, 94, of 
Konawa died December 21.

Nancy Mae Hatcher, 80, of 
Newcastle died December 21.

Denise Ann (Robinson) 
Weldon, 66, of Maysville died 

December 24.
Harold Windell Caskey, 81, 

of Lexington died December 
19.

Norma Pennington, 89, of 
Lexington died December 19.

The Oklahoma Department  
of Transportation has in-
creased its support for the 
Main StreetScape project by 
$700,00.

Sgt. Josh Van Oort and 
Officer Joshua Miller were 
both honored with Life Sav-
ing Awards at Purcell’s City 
Counsel meeting.

Lexington High School to 
crown a basketball queen  prior 
to games against Purcell.

Two women from Texas and 
Michigan were arrested for 
trafficking $40,000 worth of 
marijuana.

Pilot Austin Wallace is build-

ing a world-class flight school 
in Goldsby.

Leland Shilling’s ear for 
language led the Navy to train 
him as a cryptologic interpreter.

Deborah Boardingham, 86, 
of Purcell died January 4.

Gary Cardell Sanders, 69, 
died January 7.

Terry Don Burton, 80, died 
January 6.

Doyle Williams, 89, died 
January 4.

Donna Cooper, 62, died 
January 5.

David Harvey, 60, died Janu-
ary 7.

Mid-America Technology 
Center recognized its school 
board members.

Purcell won the first an-
nual Verdigris Tournament and 
earned the championship while 
playing 4A and 5A schools.

Washington Lady Warriors 

OMRF receives grant to study
genetic links to disease of lupus

The National Institutes 
of Health has awarded an 
Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation scientist $2.9 mil-
lion to better understand how 
genetic variants contribute 
to the autoimmune disease 
lupus.

Scientists discovered the 
connection between genetic 
variations and lupus more 
than half a century ago. 
However, diagnosing and 
treating the disease remains 
challenging, in part because 
researchers can’t trace it to a 
single telltale genetic variant, 
said OMRF scientist Swapan 
Nath, Ph.D., who received the 
four-year grant.

“Not only do different 
genes play roles in lupus, but 
even when the same variants 
are shared by two people with 
lupus, they can exhibit sig-
nificantly different clinical 
manifestations,” Nath said.

In lupus, the immune sys-
tem attacks the body’s own 
tissues. It can cause damage 
to the joints, skin, kidneys, 
heart and lungs.

According to the Lupus 
Foundation of America, 
about 1.5 million Americans 
– primarily women – have 
the disease. Lupus dispro-
portionately affects African 
Americans, American Indi-
ans, Latinos and Asians, and 
it tends to be more severe 
among those ethnicities.

Nath, who holds the Wil-

liam H. & Rita Bell Chair 
in Biomedical Research at 
OMRF, will investigate ge-
netic variants sourced from 
repositories of samples do-
nated by people with lupus 
worldwide. He expects to 
identify five to 10 common 
or ethnicity-specific variants 
and then focus on those in 
future research.

“We’re looking for ge-
netic variants that could 
be affecting a normal and 
beneficial cellular process 
known as autophagy, which 
is like a recycling system 
within the body,” Nath said. 
“This process operates daily 
throughout our body as cells 
discard defective parts or 
fight infections.”

Autophagy is essential for 
maintaining the balance and 
proper functioning of our 
cells. When functioning cor-
rectly, it safeguards against 
diseases, but any dysfunction 
can contribute to disease de-
velopment.

Recent genome-wide stud-
ies conducted by Nath’s lab 
and others have uncovered 
a link between autoimmune 
diseases and variants in 

genes that control autophagy. 
Nath’s grant enables him 
to test his hypothesis that 
ethnicity-specific variants 
in those genes predispose a 
person to lupus.

If successful, future re-
search could focus on how the 
disease manifests differently 
through those variants among 
various ethnicities.

“If Dr. Nath’s hypothesis 
is correct, this area of study 
could be a game-changer in 
lupus research,” said OMRF 
Chief Medical Officer & 
Executive Vice President 
Judith James, M.D., Ph.D. 
“His research promises to 
narrow the focus, aiding our 
understanding of which ge-
netic variants contribute to 
this disease.”

N a t h ’ s  g r a n t , 
1R01AI172255-01A1, was 
issued by the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases and the National 
Institute of General Medical 
Sciences, both part of the 
NIH.

The Oklahoma City-based 
Presbyterian Health Foun-
dation provided funding for 
Nath’s preliminary data.
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your letter 
to the 
editor.

It’s not really a news bulletin 
that State Superintendent Ryan 
Walters is a bit on the eccentric 
side.

And that’s putting it mildly.
He has been less than trans-

parent in his approach to the 
office so much so that the 
Oklahoma House of Repre-
sentatives issued a subpoena to 
force Walters to produce certain 
documents and information no 
later than 3 p.m. January 5.

State Rep. Mark McBride, 
R-Moore, said Walters has 
complied with the subpoena.

Truth is, however, they 
shouldn’t have to issue a 
subpoena for Walters to be 
transparent.

jdm 
We hope you enjoy the 

Year in Review portion of this 
week’s Purcell Register.

Our staff has worked dili-
gently logging the top news 

Walters is bad news

stories of the year 2023 for our 
readers to read and recollect.

jdm
With schools still on holi-

day break there is a shortage 
of sporting news but that will 
soon change.

Purcell, Lexington, and 
Wayne all get back on the 

hardwood next Tuesday night.
Wayne plays at Lexington 

while Purcell travels to Bridge 
Creek.

The Washington girls travel 
to Ada for the prestigious Ber-
tha Frank Teague Mid-America 
Classic basketball tournament 
this weekend, Dec. 28-30.

Washington’s boys will play 
in the Noble Tournament Janu-
ary 4-6 while Purcell’s boys 
and girls play in the Verdigris 
Tournament that weekend.

Lexington will play in the 
Davis Tournament January 4-6 
while Wayne plays in the Gra-
ham Tournament that weekend.

For those who may not know 
where Graham is you are not 
alone.

Graham is an unincorporated 
community in Carter County 
north and east of Healdton and 
south and east of Fox.

jdm

Understanding mental 
health parity and your

insurance coverage
By Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner Glen Mulready

Often, when we discuss 
health insurance, we focus 
mainly on physical health 
benefits for operations, hospital 
visits or medication and don’t 
mention another important 
component of well-being: 
mental health.

More than one in five U.S. 
adults live with a mental illness, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Around the same percent-
age of Oklahomans (almost 
790,000 people) experience a 
mental illness every year.

This is a topic I hope enters 
the conversation more, and I 
want Oklahomans to under-
stand mental health parity and 
insurance coverage.

What is parity?
First, it’s crucial to under-

stand what parity is. In this case, 
mental health parity means 
mental health coverage under 
an insurance plan is equal to 
physical health coverage.

Mental health hasn’t always 
been treated the same as physi-
cal health coverage, with this 
issue addressed by multiple 
laws over the decades.

In 2008, Congress passed 
the Paul Wellstone and Pete 
Domenici Mental Health Par-
ity and Addiction Equity Act 
of 2008 (MHPAEA), which 
generally prevents group health 
plans and health insurance issu-
ers that provide mental health or 
substance use disorder benefits 
from imposing less favorable 
benefit limitations on those 
benefits than on medical/surgi-
cal benefits.

In Oklahoma, we passed 
SB1718 in 2020, which re-
quires carriers in the state to of-
fer mental health and substance 
use disorder coverage in parity.

Is my plan included under 
mental health parity?

All fully insured health 
plans sold to individuals, small 
employer groups and large 
employer groups must include 
benefits for mental health and 
substance use disorder services.

Self-funded health plans 
(commonly provided by large 
employers) aren’t required to 
cover these services. If they do 
include this coverage, it must be 
provided in parity with benefits 
for physical illness.

In general, parity rules ap-
ply to:

• Private-sector employment-
sponsored group health plans 
with 51 or more workers

• Private plans of smaller 
employers that started offering 
health insurance benefits or 
made major changes to their 
health insurance plans after 
March 23, 2010

• Plans sponsored by non-
federal governmental employ-
ers with 51 or more workers 
(although self-insured non-
federal governmental plans can 
opt out if they follow certain 
procedures)

• Most health insurance 
coverage sold to individu-
als, including coverage sold 
through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace

• Most, but not all, Medicaid 
managed care programs and all 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) programs

However, parity does not ap-
ply to Medicare fee-for-service 
or Medicare Advantage plans.

What if my health insur-
ance plan doesn’t treat men-
tal health and physical health 
equally?

Review your health insur-
ance plan and look closely at 
your benefits. If you determine 
your insurer does not meet 
parity but does meet the above 
criteria, contact us at the Okla-
homa Insurance Department 
at 800-522-0071 or visit oid.
ok.gov.

We can help review policies 
and contact insurance compa-
nies on your behalf to ensure 
compliance with state and 
federal parity laws.

For immediate mental health 
assistance, call or text Okla-
homa’s Mental Health Lifeline 
at 988.

Wages are not keeping up 
with the cost of living. The cost 
of groceries, fast food, building 
materials, and most anything 
you can name has increased 
dramatically. 

Millions of Americans are 
Social Security recipients. The 
modest increase coming in 
January will feel like a drop in 
the bucket. Every little bit helps 
and it will truly be a little bit 
compared to the financial needs 
of senior adult Americans. 

Almost every day we see the 
national reports of the thou-
sands of undocumented im-
migrants flooding our country,.
This does not make us feel very 
secure. Our government could 
stop this but they don’t.

We have the ability to stop 
this insane invasion of America 
but for some reason our leaders 
obviously want the masses to 
keep coming. This is fearful.

How will these people sur-
vive in America? Where will 
they live? Are there jobs for all 
these people? Is this really fair 
and helping them when so many 
of them will have to sleep on 
the streets of our major cities? 

Will you face 2024 with
fear or fearlessness?

By Dr. Glenn Mollette
I don’t see how.

Will this invasion become the 
eventual end of the America we 
have enjoyed, without a shot 
being fired? 

Politics is not comforting to 
most Americans. Who can we 
trust? Is anybody telling the 
truth? Are all politicians liars 
and thieves? Do they all have 
nasty baggage in the closet? Are 
there any real leaders that we 
can respect and admire without 
having to look down or look 
away when we mention their 
names?

Yes, there are those we be-
lieve in but none of them are 
perfect and most are far from 
perfect. Of course, no one is 
perfect. This is nerve racking 
for Americans, especially in 
such a crucial election year. 

We are constantly bom-
barded with pleas for support. 
Currently it’s Ukraine. Ukraine 
obviously needs help.

It’s difficult for us to fathom 
billions of dollars for Ukraine 
when we won’t secure our own 
borders and protect our own 
citizens. How does this make 
sense?

Interest rates may come down 

in 2024 but will they come 
down enough? A seven percent 
rate on a $40,000 car is a tough 
payment for many Americans.

The housing market is 
struggling. Who can afford a 
$350,000 house along with a 
seven or eight percent loan? 
Obviously not many as home 
sales are badly slumping right 
now. 

There is a lot to scare us in 
this world. Cancer, diabetes, 
neurological diseases, and 
more. When we do get sick 
there is the price tag that comes 
with waging a medical war to 
survive.

So often, people postpone 
going to the doctor because they 
don’t want to see the medial 
bills and this ends up being 
a very unhealthy and often 
deadly decision. The whole 
scenario is fearful. 

However, life is not to be 
lived in fear. Fear freezes us, 
paralyzes us, and overcomes 
us. We seldom move forward 
when frozen by fear.

My hope for all of us is that 

As I reflect on the signifi-
cance of Christmas, I am re-
minded of the blessings that 
surround us. During this last 
month of the year, it is certainly 
easy to get swept up in the 
busyness of the end-of-year 
and holiday season to-do lists.

However, we must not forget 
the values that unite us during 
this festive time. 

December is a time for fam-
ily traditions, celebrations and 
even generosity to others, and 
one of the core principles of 
Christmas is the spirit of giving.

This holiday season, let us be 
mindful of those less fortunate 
than us. Whether it is donating 
to local charities, volunteering 
at local shelters and centers 
or simply by reaching out to 
a neighbor in need, there are 
countless ways we can make 

Congressman Tom Cole a positive impact on the lives 
of others.

By embodying the spirit of 
generosity, we reinforce the 
values that make our communi-
ties strong. 

We should all take time 
to pray for our armed forces 
stationed overseas during tu-
multuous global conflicts, far 
from their family, friends and 
loved ones.

We also think of their families 
as they struggle with having 
them missing from their tables 
while they sacrifice so much 
for the safety of our citizens. 
And that serves true as well 
for our nation’s first respond-
ers including law enforcement, 
firefighters and those serving 
on the front lines in the medical 
community.

These selfless servants are 
who keep our country safe 
and moving so we can enjoy 

Values of faith,
giving and gratitude

these holidays safely and in 
good health. 

The holiday season also 
provides time to reflect on the 
birth of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. As a Christian, 
this holiday holds profound 
significance.

The message of hope and 
love reminds us of the values 
that bind us as a resilient nation. 
Amid political differences, this 
season provides an opportunity 
to set aside our divisions and 
focus on what unites us all. 

May the values of faith, giv-
ing and gratitude guide us into 
the beginning of the next year. 
As your holiday celebrations 
continue, whether you share 
the same faith as myself or 
celebrate something else, I wish 
you, your family and loved 
one’s immense joyfulness as 
you gather throughout the rest 
of this season. 

News from Capitol hill

Please see Mollette, page 5A
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We are excited to 
announce we will be

moving 
to a 

new 
location

Shane & Laurie Horinek

405-577-0100

Date and location coming soon!

The old man is sitting on 
his front porch is his favorite 
rocking chair and talking to 
his freshly minted twenty-
one-year-old grandson – at-
tempting to encourage him to 
think things over clearly before 
deciding.

To make decisions for his life 
based on clear facts, a living 
God, and real love. Instead of 
impulse, illogical dreams, and 
irrational hopes.

He was trying to get that 
young man to realize that 
an older person has already 
walked a lot of roads and 
seen an enormous amount of 
heartache and pitfalls.

Pitfalls that an inexperi-
enced walker who can’t see 
around the bend can avoid. But 
only if he is willing to listen to 
the voice of someone who has 
already fallen many times, and 
had to painfully pick himself 
back up and limp on down 
the road.

But, as is very predictable, 
the young energetic rabbit isn’t 

Just flappin’ his gums
eager to sit and listen to the 
advice of the old tortoise. He 
wants to race down the roads 
himself, to make his own way, 
to prove to himself and to the 
world that he is able, intel-
ligent, and clever.

He is convinced that he 
will be successful at avoiding 
all the heartache the old man 
keeps talking about. And ar-
rogantly and naively believes 
that he is the master of his 
own fate.

Nobody is going to tell him 
how to live his life.

As he stands and begins 
making noises to leave, the 
old man glares exasperatedly 
and finally attempts to yell in 
a wheezing, weak voice.

“Hey, son! I’m not just sittin’ 
here flappin’ my gums at ya for 
the fun of it! You got a lot of 
hard life in front of ya. I done 
been there, and I already know 
whut it’s is gonna cost ya!

“Ya need to sit back down 
and listen ta’ me, cuz believe 
me, ya don’t want to walk some 
of those roads that I can see 
ahead of ya!

“So jest shut up and sit back 
down and listen ta’ me!” 

You already have a pretty 
clear idea of how the conver-
sation went from that point.

The old man sitting there in 
his rocking chair, shaking with 
frustration and anger while he 
tries to yell loud enough to be 
heard by the retreating figure 
of his grandson, who is now 
almost jogging to get to his 
sports car and make a quick 
getaway.

The old hairy saying is still 
true; ‘You can listen and learn, 
or you can live and learn – but 
you WILL learn.’

But another saying is also 
true: ‘Rare is the person who 
is willing to learn by listening 
to someone who has already 
fallen way too many times.’

Most of us go at it the hardest 
way possible.

We come to a steep cliff, 
think about it for a little 
while, impulsively make an 
ill-informed decision, close 
our eyes and leap. Just hoping 
for the best.

Stupid. There are better 
ways.

Sponsored by Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, Lexington, 
Okla.

By Andy Bowman, 
CoffeeTime
Columnist

we might overcome fear in our 
lives and dethrone the beast 
from ruling over us in 2024.

My hope for you is that you 
might have the power of God 
in your life in such a way, that 
his presence will be greater in 
you than all the fears we are 
facing in the world. 

May you have this power in 
you in such a way that you will 
face this next year with strength 
and fearlessness.

Find books by Glenn Mol-
lette at Amazon.com. Learn 
more about his books, columns 
and music at GlennMollette.
com.

From page 4A
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claimed the Konawa Invita-
tional Tournament.

Lexington’s Bulldogs and 
Lady Bulldogs both finished 
runners-up in the Arbuckle 
Classic.

I-35 was constricted to one 
southbound lane for one week.

The main water line from the 
wells in Lexington sustained 
a major break at the corner of 
Canadian and Adams with wa-
ter service cut off to the entire 
town of Purcell.

A caterpillar scraper struck 
all 10 beams running under-
neath the I-35 bridge over SH 
39 causing $426,400 in repair 
work.

Major General Michael C. 
Thompson of Edmond is one 
of four honorees being inducted 
into the Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Hall of Fame. He is a 
PHS graduate.

The Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation is seeking 
public input on widening I-35 
from four to six lanes between 
mile marker 100 just south of 
Ladd Road north of Norman.

Coryell Roofing began the 
latest work on the roof of the 
McClain County Courthouse.

Oklahoma has two Congres-
sional Chairmen in the new 
Congress including Fourth 
District Congressman Tom 
Cole and Third District Con-
gressmen Frank Lucas.

The OTA refuted claims of 
misinformation on I-35 traf-
fic collisions from Purcell to 
Interstate 40.

Purcell Junior High teacher 
on the month is Jeff Fink.

Purcell Junior High sixth 
grade students of the month 
were Eddi Resendiz and Alison 
Brady.

Purcell Junior High seventh 
grade students of the month 
were Cannan Haynes and 
Taygan Winters.

Purcell Junior High eighth 
grade students of the month 
were Ethan Jones and Mykailah 
Leatherman.

Robbie Nell (Horn) Johan-
nesen, 91, died January 10.

Billy Faught Sr., 91, of Lex-
ington died January 13.

Billie Rose Bringanti, 61, of 
Purcell died January 6.

Purcell girls basketball re-
main number 11 in Class 3A 
after back-to-back victories 
over Marlow and Lexington.

One of Oklahoma’s oldest 
high school basketball tourna-
ments, The Heart of Oklahoma, 
tips off in Purcell.

Washington girls basketball 
team picked up two more wins 
to run their season record to an 
impressive 13-0.

Lexington Bulldogs and 
Lady Bulldogs win first games 
of The Grady County Tourna-
ment vs. Alex.

Wayne hosted Stratford and 
lost 70-36.

 • Photo provided

New boss
The new head coach for the Purcell Dragon football team, 
Aaron Dillard, with son Lincoln and wife Emily. Dillard went 
9-3 as head coach in his first season, third best for Dragons 
All-Time for first year coaches. Since this photo was taken the 
Dillards have added to their roster with son, Cole.

From page 3A

Review: 

All lanes of southbound and 
northbound I-35 are now open  
after bridge damage has been 
repaired.

The Purcell Dragons hired a 
new football coach, Aaron Dil-
lard, by the Board of Education 
during a special meeting.

Purcell High School’s 2023 
basketball Coronation was held 
at The Reimer Center.

Wash ing ton  War r io r s 
crowned the 2023 basketball 
king and queen followed by a 
games against Bridge Creek.

Candidate filing begins for 
McClain County Municipal 
offices February 6.

The Singing Churchwomen 
of Oklahoma stopped by for a 
performance at the First Baptist 
Church.

Purcell High School’s Prin-
cipal has announced the honor 
roll for the fall semester of 
2022-2023.

Seniors Superintendent’s  
honor role includes 31 students.

Juniors Superintendent’s 
honor role includes 32 students

Principal’s honor roll in-
cludes 66 students.

A Lexington man is facing 
charges after an altercation 
at Walmart results in injured 
officers.

Higher egg prices are the new 
normal according to Rodney 
Holcomb, OSU Extensions 
specialist in food economics.

Applications and auditions 
for the Oklahoma Summer Arts 
Institute at Quartz Mountain 
opened.

After 18 years of volunteer-
ing for Dale K. Graham’s 
Veteran’s Corner, Clayton Lee 
was honored by President Joe 
Biden with a certificate for The 
President’s Volunteer Service 
Award.

Donald Mack Abrams, 81, of 
Yukon died January 10.

Alvin Max Whitfield, 90, of 
Purcell died January 17.

Dr. Shirley Anne Paddack 
Carson, 86, died January 22.

Elton Wohlschlegel, 85, of 
Lexington died January 23.

Code.org, in partnership with 
DonorsChoose, has selected 
Lexington High School as 
one of Code.org’s $10,000 CS 
Leader Prize Winners.

The Purcell Dragons won 
the Heart of Oklahoma Tour-
nament for the first time since 
1996.

 The Washington basketball 
girls win inaugural basketball 
tournament while boys team 
claimed third place.

Lexington girls wrestling win 
Pauls Valley tournament.

Lexington boys basketball 
win 2nd place in the Grady 
County Tournament.

FEBRUARY
Many schools across Okla-

homa turned to virtual learning 
after a massive sleet storm.

Every building in the Pur-

cell School District has been 
equipped with an emergency 
defibrillator and a trained staff 
member.

Nominations for Citizen of 
the Year are requested.

The Citizen of the Year 
will be announced on April 
13 during the Heart of Okla-
homa Chamber of Commerce 
Banquet.

The winter weather has 
caused many donors to cancel 
appointments and blood drives 
to be pushed back causing our 
Blood Institute’s supply to drop 
dangerously low.

Registered Republican vot-
ers elected Precinct Officers 
and Delegates to the County 
Convention.

Purcell Intermediate School’s 
Superintendent’s and Princi-
pals honor  roll has over 100 
students listed.

The Purcell Public School 
Foundation’s annual meeting 
will be February 23.

February 10 was the last day 
to apply for voter registration 
for the March 7 State Question 
Special Election.

Early voting began in Feb-
ruary for voters in McClain 
County.

Lexington Public Schools 
honor roll boasts over 200 
students.

Norma Gail Abrams died.
Delbert Leon Taber, 71, of 

Purcell died January 29.
Linda Nell Womack, 75, died 

January 25.
Maxie Tucker, 93, of Lexing-

ton died January 28.
Colton Allen Turner, 21, died 

January 21.
Rowan Ardery placed first 

in the 168 pound class with a 
1,155 pound total in the Dibble 
Powerlifting meet.

Purcell’s victory over Davis 
hiked Purcell’s season record 
to 16-1.

Washington’s boys and girls 
basketball teams picked up 
wins against Bridge Creek.

Wayne hosted Konawa and 
the Bulldogs dropped a 50-49 
overtime decision.

Purcell’s Homecoming king 
and queen were Lincoln Eu-
bank and KK Eck.

Washington senior Kyndall 
Wells was crowned homecom-
ing queen.

Purcell’s girls basketball put 
up 51 half points against Pauls 
Valley in an 89-35 win.

Wayne’s Lady Bulldogs 
picked up a 57-50 win over 
Maud.

The Washington girls basket-
ball team extended their record 
to 20-0 after picking up wins 
against Pauls Valley and Davis.

Lexington-Purcell wrestling 
team gave it their all at the 
Midwestern Conference.

The Lady Bulldogs fell to the 
Leopardettes 59-43.

Purcell’s City Manager Dale 
Bunn told city council member 
bids will be going out for the 
Main StreetScape project and 
the bid will be awarded in April.

The Wayne School District 
asked voters to approve two 
separate bond issues totaling 
$1,070,000 to enhance build-
ings and upgrade transportation 
equipment.

A standoff with Purcell 
Police ends with Austin Walls 

being arrested for two counts 
of domestic assault and battery.

All persons living in McClain 
County who have storm shel-
ters are urged to register that 
shelter with McClain County 
to help first responders locate 
those shelters in the event of 
damaging storms.

The Purcell area has 2.7” 
of rain and counting for the 
year-to-date.

The City of Purcell Parks and 
Recreation Department and 
Advisory Board hosted a public Please see Review, page 6A

workshop to discuss the future 
development of McCurdy park.

“Thinking Money for Kids” 
exhibition is coming to Norman 
Public Library Central.

The Purcell Public School 
Foundation held an open 
meeting.

The Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce pre-
sented the Legislative Chamber 
Luncheon.

The Purcell Ladies Golf As-
sociation hosted a scramble and 
kick-off meeting.

State Senator Jessica Garvin 
was appointed to the Fiscal 
Affairs and Government opera-
tions Committee and the Hu-
man Services and Public Safety 
Committee of the Council of 
State Government.

The National Institutes of 
Health has awarded an Okla-
homa Medical Research Foun-
dation scientist $2.1 million to 
better understand the metabo-
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It’s a Small World
Gracie Montgomery
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The
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We’re Looking
  Out for You

Have you reviewed your auto 
insurance policy lately? Chances 
are, we can provide you with the 
same or better coverage for less 
money. Plus, you’ll get personalized 
service from local agents who care 
about you and your safety.

We offer • Fast 24-hour claims service • Emergency roadside assistance
• Personalized service from caring, experienced agents • Safe driving discounts and other incentives  

• Wide variety of coverage options • Money-saving umbrella policies on home, auto, motorcycle, life and more

Get a complimentary policy review and price quote today 
to see how our rates and services compare.

111 W. Main • Purcell, OK 73080
405-527-3966 • www.inspros2.com

&

Cleaners

J J

We appreciate your business!

501 S. Green • Purcell

405-527-9119
For your convenience we are open 

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 aM to 6 pM
Saturday 9 aM to 12:30 pM

Sweaters
Coupon good on sweaters. Coupon must 

accompany incoming order. Charge customers 
must bring coupon in with item. 

Expires: January 6, 2024

&

Cleaners

J J

CuStomEr ApprECiAtion

10% off

E. Lindsey

✮Alameda St.

N
E 12th St.N

Joe’s A
nd

ov
er

HomelandWalgreens

1330 AlAmedA
 NormaN • 364-9262

Fine Wines • Spirits • Beer • Coolers

LAPIS LUNA RED ZINFANDEL 750 .......................... $-A-L-E ...................... $9.99
JAM CELLARS “BUTTER BUBBLES” SPARKLING 750 ......$-A-L-E .................... $12.99
DAOU “PASO ROBLES” CHARDONNAY 750 .............$-A-L-E .................... $15.99
ABSOLUT VODKA “SWEDISH” 750 ..............................$-A-L-E ....................$16.69
DRAMBUIE 750 “THE ISLE OF SKYE LIQUEUR” ......$-A-L-E ....................$32.69

*Aged Scotch WhiSky With honey, herbS & SpiceS*
** joesplacewines.com & Facebook **

Joe’s Wines and Spirits

Happy New Year!
Hope everyone rings in the 

new year safely and happily!
Don’t forget to eat your 

blackeyed peas! 
***

The Purcell Register will 
be closed Monday, January 
1, for the  New Year holiday.

***
Happy birthday Reese Flem-

ing, Jared Rogers, Penny 
Berrey, Susie Hoefer, Har-
rison Keeler, Brady Lizana, 
Rita Ganster, Jessica Jones, 
Melissa Mills, Connie Mack 
Sikes, Doug Weimer, Brianna 
Cleeland, Lacy McGee, Maria 
del Carmen McGee, Quincy 
McGee, Jobeth M. Suarez,   
Susan Nicholson,  Jerry 
Swayze, Sandra Ezell, Adri-
enne Martin and Tanner 
Martin.

***
This is your last chance 

to drive around Purcell City 
Lake and create holiday 
memories as you see over 190 
animated displays featuring 
over 650,000 lights at Purcell’s 
Lights From the Heart!

The lights will close at 10 
p.m. Sunday, December 31.

There is no admission fee, 
but donations are greatly ap-
preciated.

***
McClain County Treasurer 

Teresa Jones reminds prop-
erty owners in the county that 
2023 tax statements have been 
mailed.

Full or half payments are 
due before January 1.

The treasurer’s office also 
now has the ability to email 
tax statements.

Property owners can also 
print out their tax statements 
by going online to oktaxrolls.
com.

For more information call 

405-527-3261.
***

With school resuming early 
next week after the Christmas 
break, drivers should be espe-
cially vigilant for pedestrians 
before and after school hours.

Drivers need to watch out for 
children walking and biking 
to and from school which in-
cludes those getting out of cars 
in school parking lots which 
can be particularly dangerous.

We  need to pay special 
attention to our greatest re-
source, our children!

***
Now is the time to make 

your New Year’s Resolutions!
Most people make the usual 

resolutions to eat a healthy 
diet, stop smoking, exercise 
more and save more.

Whatever yours are, try to 
stick with them. I’ve been  
told that it only takes 90 days 
to make a change in your life!

***
Here’s a twist on how to 

make sure you get your black-
eyed peas on New Year’s Day.

Cowboy Caviar
15 oz. can black beans, rinsed 
and drained
15.8 oz. can black-eyed peas, 
rinsed and drained
15.25 oz. can sweet corn, 
drained
14.5 oz. can diced tomatoes or 
Rotel Tomatoes, drained
1 avocado, diced
1/2 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped cilantro
3/4 cup zesty Italian dressing
1 TBL lime juice

Pour all of the ingredients 
into a large bowl and stir until 
combined.

Cover the bowl and place in 
the fridge.

Allow the flavors to blend 
for about 1 hour before serv-
ing. 

School Menus
Week of January 1

Wayne
MONDAY

No School, Christmas Break.
TUESDAY

No School, Christmas Break.
WEDNESDAY
BREAKFAST

Pancake, cereal, fruit, juice, 
milk.

LUNCH
Chicken sandwich, whole 

grain chips, broccoli, mixed 
fruit, milk.

THURSDAY
BREAKFAST

Cereal, fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH

Italian bake, roll, corn, car-
rots, wacky cake, milk.

FRIDAY
BREAKFAST

Grain bar, cereal, fruit, juice, 
milk.

LUNCH
Pizza, mixed vegetables, 

spinach, apple, milk.

MONDAY
No School, Christmas Break.

TUESDAY
No School, Christmas Break.

WEDNESDAY
No School, Christmas Break.

THURSDAY
BREAKFAST

Breakfast burrito or cereal 
and toast, fruit, juice, milk.

LUNCH

Purcell
Breaded chicken sandwich, 

baked beans, cucumber slices, 
fruit, milk.

FRIDAY
BREAKFAST

Cinnamon roll or cereal and 
toast, fruit, juice, milk.

LUNCH
Nacho bar with beef, queso 

and tortilla chips, Mexican 
salad, salsa, fruit, milk.

MONDAY
No School, Christmas Break.

TUESDAY
No School, Christmas Break..

WEDNESDAY
No School, Christmas Break.

THURSDAY
BREAKFAST

Whole grain cereal or mini 
cinnis, applesauce, juice, milk.

LUNCH
Popcorn chicken or sand-

Lexington

wich, baked beans, french fries, 
mandarin oranges, milk.

FRIDAY
BREAKFAST

Whole grain cereal or break-
fast pizza, pineapple tidbits, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Spaghetti with meat sauce 

or sandwich, steamed broc-
coli, steamed carrots, mixed 
fruit, milk.

• Photo provided

PHS student helpers
Purcell High School Leadership students were a great help 
setting up and packing boxes for McClain County Operation 
Christmas. 
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Review: 
lism of T cells.

Mark Vernon Bradley, 64, 
died January 31.

Debra Lou “Debi” Wilcox, 
69, died February 3.

L. Dee Oliphant, 82, died 

January 27.
Wayne  School patrons 

passed two bond issues to en-
hance security improvements 
and renovations to buildings 
district wide and to replace high 

mileage buses.
The Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms, and Explo-
sives raided a Purcell residence.

Purcell’s Board of Education  
approved hires of an Offensive 
Coordinator and promoted two 
long-term substitutes to full-
time teachers.

One half inch of rainfall gives 
Purcell 3.50” of rain thus far 
in 2023.

Registered voters who be-
come physically incapacitated  
still have the opportunity to cast 
their ballots .

Purcell High School Students 
of the Month were Addison 
Harjo and Madelyn “Winnie” 
Hawley.

Purcell Junior High Staff and 
students of the month were Hil-
ary Venegas- support person of 
the month, Kieran Meigs- sixth 
grade boy of the month, Mylan 
Fleming- sixth grade girl of the 
month, Mason Holmes-seventh 
grade boy of the month, Kaylee 
Peoples-seventh grade girl of 
the month, Mason Rogers- 
eighth grade boy of the month, 
Halle Madden- eighth grade 
girl of the month.

The 33rd Annual Purcell 
Livestock show was held Feb-
ruary 19.

The Purcell Bonus Auction 
was held February 23.

Washington FFA & 4-H 
Livestock show was held on 
February 25.

The City of Purcell Em-
ployee of the Month was John 
McCurdy of the Purcell Golf 
Course.

Mary Dee Maynard, 87, died 
February 11.

Mary Lou Ashley, 85, of 
Maysville died February 9.

Donald Ray Whitaker, 79, 
died February 8.

Evelyn Anne Idlett, 61, died 
February 8.

Glen Darrell Box, 85, of 
Denton, Texas,  died.

Melba Allene (Aulds) Cash, 
91, died.

Carol Martell, 76, died Feb-
ruary 3.

Rita Margaret Giroux, 88, of 
Purcell died February 11.

Mary Dragoo, 84, of Norman 
died February 9.

Frank Morris, 96, of Noble 
died February 9.

Mark Craig Fowler, 63, of 
Wayne died February 8.

The Wayne Bulldogs picked 
up a 44-41 win over Strother in 
the district tournament.

Purcell finished the regular 

season strong winning 12 of 
their last 13 to finish the regular 
season 21-2.

Paul Wollenberg was hon-
ored for his 26 years of coach-
ing Purcell athletics.

Washington High School 
football players Tanner Win-
lock and Major Cantrell were 
awarded Heart of Oklahoma 
Player of the Year.

Purcell football players Pay-
son Purcell-Defensive Player 
of the Year, Brendon Bacon-
Co-Offensive Lineman, and 
Brody Holder- Defensive Line-
man of the Year were honored 
with Heart of Oklahoma Player 
of the year awards.

2023 Mr. and Miss Wash-
ington are Grant Hager and 
Kaycee Keith.

Two murder trials were on 
the docket in McClain County.

High speed pursuit by of-
ficer John Idlett ends with  a 
car crash.

Criswell’s Service Station 
continues the hometown ser-
vice and legacy passed on 
from the late Jimmy Criswell 
to Brandon, Aaron, and Nick 
Criswell.

Tax gains big in February 
with all but three towns in this 
area registered gains in sales 
and use tax collections.

The Dibble High School 
cheer team was honored at the 
Oklahoma house of representa-
tives for their second consecu-
tive win as OSSAA Class 2A 
Game Day Cheerleading State 
Champions.

Purcell High School senior, 
Mercer Martin, completed a 
week of service as a page for 
Sen. Jessica Garvin, R-Duncan.

David Raymond Davidson, 
84, of Lexington died Febru-
ary 19.

Glenda Gay Ivy, 62, of Lex-
ington died February 20.

The Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol continues to investigate 
a fatal traffic accident where 
a one-year-old child from Te-
cumseh was killed on South 
Highway 74 south of Purcell.

Early voting began March 3 
for voters in McClain County.

Purcell hosted the first round 
of the Regional Tournament 
were the Dragons will face off 
against the Frederick Bombers.

The Purcell Dragons de-
feated Lexington, 88-63, claim-
ing the school’s 48th District 
championship.

The Purcell girls basketball 
team claimed the District 
championship after beating 
Lexington 41-28.

The Wayne Bulldogs ended 
the season with a 73-63 loss to 
Wetumka.

Washington FFA and 4-H 
students competed in The Bo-
nus Action.

MARCH
Kate Boothe and Jennie 

Please see Review, page 8A
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION OF THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

APPLICANT: FOURPOINT ENERGY, LLC
RELIEF SOUGHT: AMEND AND/OR MODIFY POOLING ORDER NO. 
737457
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 9 NORTH, RANGE 
4 WEST, MCCLAIN COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

CASE CD2023-003287-T
NOTICE OF HEARING

TO ALL PERSONS, OWNERS, PRODUCERS, OPERATORS, PUR-
CHASERS AND TAKERS OF OIL AND GAS, INCLUDING A & L Roy-
alty Holdings, LLC; Allison Black Wilks; Annabelle Myrick a/k/a Anna 
Belle M Ball c/o Faron Myrick; Barbara Larue Morrison; Barbara Larue 
Morrison c/o Lowell Kemsle Morrison; Barbara Larue Morrison or her 
Heirs, Successors and Assigns c/o Lowell Kemsle Morrison; Board 
of County Commissioners of McClain County, OK c/o Wilson Lyles, 
Chairman; Carol Ann McGowen, Trustee of the Carol Ann McGowen 
Rev Trust, uta dtd 9/30/2022; Cecil R Burkett; Cecil R Burkett or his 
Heirs, Successors and Assigns; Cherry Creek Minerals, LLC; Chris 
Baker; Christopher William Baker; Daniel W Whitten and Kimberly A 
Whitten, Co-Trustees of the Daniel W Whitten GST Exemption Re-
siduary Trust; Daniel W Whitten and Kimberly A Whitten, Co-Trustees 
of the Daniel W Whitten GST Exemption Residuary Trust; Danny 
Reynolds; David A Whitten, as Trustee of the David A Whitten GST 
Exemption Residuary Trust u/a/d 6/30/1993; Donna Bryant; Donna 
Bryant; Doris Lucille Walcott or her Unknown Heirs, Successors, 
Devisees, and Assigns c/o Donna Walcott; Doris Lucille Walcott or 
her Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Donna 
Walcott; Driftwood, LLC; Duke Minerals Non-Op, LLC; Duke Minerals 
Non-Op, LLC; Duke Minerals Non-Op, LLC; Dylan Reed Guthrie; Dylan 
Reed Guthrie; Ed Burkett a/k/a Edd Burkett or his Unknown Heirs, 
Successors, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Bob Carpenter; Elm Park 
Minerals II, LP; Emerald Capital Group, LLC; EMT, LLC; Erin Louise 
Stuck; Erin Stuck; Estate of Betty Hallett c/o Linda Jean Spink; Estate 
of Betty Hallett c/o Robert Hallett; Estate of Ray Reynolds c/o Joe 
Lawrence Hill a/k/a Joe Hill; Estate of Rick Tucker c/o Joshua Tucker; 
Estate of Rick Tucker c/o Kayla Tucker; Estate of Rick Tucker c/o 
Laurie Ann Tucker; Estate of Rick Tucker c/o Laurie Ann Tucker; Fan-
nie Thomas c/o Bob Carpenter; Fannie Thomas; Fred Hemker and 
Karen K Fore-Monroe, Trustees of the Karen K Fore-Monroe Liv Trust 
dtd 10/15/2015 c/o Fred Hemker; Fred Hemker and Karen K Fore-
Monroe, Trustees of the Karen K Fore-Monroe Liv Trust dtd 10/15/2015 
c/o Karen Fore-Monroe; Freeman Mineral Investments, LLC; GB 
Energy, Inc; George Burkett or his Unknown Heirs, Successors, De-
visees, and Assigns c/o Cecil R Burkett; George Burkett or his Unknown 
Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Glenda Lakin; George 
Burkett or his Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns 
c/o Glenda Lakin; George Burkett or his Unknown Heirs, Successors, 
Devisees, and Assigns c/o Glenda Lakin; Gina L Parker f/k/a Ogle; 
Gina L Parker f/k/a Ogle; Guy Maddox a/k/a Guy Wilson Maddox or 
his Heirs, Successors or Assigns; Guy Maddox a/k/a Guy Wilson 
Maddox or his Heirs, Successors or Assigns; Hubert C Bryan III; 
Hubert C Bryan III; Huston Energy Corporation; J Lucille Ferguson 
and Carla Joyce Ferguson as Co-Trustees of the Carl L Ferguson and 
J Lucille Ferguson Rev Living Trust Agmt dtd 9/27/2001 c/o Carla 
Joyce Ferguson; J Lucille Ferguson and Carla Joyce Ferguson as 
Co-Trustees of the Carl L Ferguson and J Lucille Ferguson Rev Living 
Trust Agmt dtd 9/27/2001 c/o Carla Joyce Ferguson; J Marc Cottrell, 
Trustee of the J Marc Cottrell Trust dtd 8-24-94; J Marc Cottrell, 
Trustee of the J Marc Cottrell Trust dtd 8-24-94; J Marc Cottrell, 
Trustee of the J Marc Cottrell Trust dtd 8-24-94; James Dean Newbern 
a/k/a James Newbern; James Dean Newbern a/k/a James Newbern; 
James Franklin Ogle, Jr; James Franklin Ogle, Jr; James Harry John-
son, Trustee of the James Harry Johnson 1994 Trust dtd 5/16/1994 
c/o Bank of America, N A; James J Jeffers a/k/a James Jeffers; Jana 
J Jeffers Winston a/k/a Jana Winston; Janet Blanche Leadbetter; 
Janet Blanche Leadbetter; Janice Haworth; Janice Janelle Jeffers 
Sallee a/k/a Janice Sallee a/k/a JoNell Sallee; Jannie Maddox or her 
Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Bob Carpen-
ter; Jewel P Grisham or her Successor in Trust, Trustee of the Jewel 
P Grisham Rev Trust c/o Cynthia Ann Grisham Rev Trust; Jewel P 
Grisham or her Successor in Trust, Trustee of the Jewel P Grisham 
Rev Trust c/o Grisham Family Rev Trust; Jewel P Grisham or her Suc-
cessor in Trust, Trustee of the Jewel P Grisham Rev Trust c/o Grisham 
Family Rev Trust; Jewel P Grisham or her Successor in Trust, Trustee 
of the Jewel P Grisham Rev Trust c/o Richard St Clair Grisham; Joe 
Jeffers or his Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Jana J Jef-
fers Winston a/k/a Jana Winston; John Alan Newbern a/k/a John 
Newbern; Juanita Siegfried c/o Glenda Lakin; Juanita Siegfried c/o 
Glenda Lakin; Juanita Siegfried c/o Glenda Lakin; Juleta Marie 
Koziol Autrey s/p/a Juleta Marie Koziol s/p/a Juleta M Baskeyfield; 
Julie Ann Newbern a/k/a Julie Newbern a/k/a Julie Ann Newbern 
McGroom; Julie Ann Newbern a/k/a Julie Newbern a/k/a Julie Ann 
Newbern McGroom; Julie Ann Newbern a/k/a Julie Newbern a/k/a 
Julie Ann Newbern McGroom; Julie Ann Newbern a/k/a Julie Newbern 
a/k/a Julie Ann Newbern McGroom; Julie Ann Newbern a/k/a Julie 
Newbern a/k/a Julie Ann Newbern McGroom; JW Maddox a/k/a John 
W Maddox; Kayla Tucker; Kevin D Fowler or his Heirs, Successors 
and Assigns and Nancy E Fowler c/o Nancy Fowler; Laura Wells; 
Laurie Ann Tucker; Laurie Ann Tucker; Leon H Womack and Barbara 
A Womack; Leon H Womack and Barbara A Womack; Linda Claire 
Tucker f/k/a Linda Claire McKown; Longreach Energy 2 LLC; Longreach 
Energy Investments, LLC; Lu Ann Baker and Deborah L Cox, Trustees 
of The Burkett Family Trust c/o Chris Baker; Lu Ann Baker and Debo-
rah L Cox, Trustees of The Burkett Family Trust c/o Deborah L Cox; 
Lu Ann Baker and Deborah L Cox, Trustees of The Burkett Family 
Trust c/o Erin Stuck; Maggie Walcott or her Unknown Heirs, Succes-
sors, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Donna Walcott; Maggie Walcott or 
her Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns c/o Donna 
Walcott; Mary Lisbeth Reynolds Wood; Mary Wood; Mineralmen, LLC; 
MK & P Energy, LLC; Nancy Ann Newbern Charpiot; Nancy Ann 
Newbern Charpiot; Native Exploration Operating, LLC; NOMS Oil, 
LLC; Northcutt Oil & Gas, LLC; Pam Reynolds; Paula Howerton 
Peggy L Myrick, Trustee of the Myrick Trust UTA dtd 5/12/2000; ; 
Peggy L Myrick, Trustee of the Myrick Trust UTA dtd 5/12/2000; 
Rickey Ray Newbern; Robert D Whitten, as Trustee of the Robert D 
Whitten GST Exemption Residuary Trust u/a/d 6/30/1993; Rock Oil 
Minerals Partners, LLC; Russell Calvin Brown III or his Heirs, Succes-
sors and Assigns; Scott Allen Starks or his Heirs, Successors and 
Assigns c/o Barbara Engel; Scott Allen Starks or his Heirs, Successors 
and Assigns; Shelly Reynolds a/k/a Shelly Shoemaker; St Clair New-
bern, III, Nathan Pack Newbern, and Nancy Newbern Stine, Trustees 
of the St Clair and Geraldine P Newbern Trust UTA dtd 5/30/1979 c/o 
St Clair Newbern III; St Clair Newbern, III, Nathan Pack Newbern, and 
Nancy Newbern Stine, Trustees of the St Clair and Geraldine P New-
bern Trust UTA dtd 5/30/1979; Stacy Corea; Sterling Royalties, LLC; 
Steve Venator; Steve Venator; T R Energy, LLC; Teco Royalty Com-
pany LLC c/o Trust Company of Oklahoma (TCO); The Estate of 
Robert Reynolds c/o Barbara Reynolds; The Estate of Robert Reynolds 
c/o Robert F Reynolds; The Hassan and Sarah Lee Newbern Beykpour 
Rev Living Trust dtd 6/20/1995; The Hassan and Sarah Lee Newbern 
Beykpour Rev Living Trust dtd 6/20/1995; The Hefner Company, Inc; 
Tommy Holloway; Tommy Holloway c/o Vanessa Keyes; Trust Com-
pany of Oklahoma, Trustee for the Everett Erwin Rev Trust dtd 
10/25/1991; Trust Company of Oklahoma, Trustee for the Everett 
Erwin Rev Trust dtd 10/25/1991; University of Oklahoma Foundation, 
Inc; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of  Willard Bryant c/o 
Victoria S Bryant; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of  Willard 
Bryant c/o Willard F Bryant, Jr; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns 
of Algis Bryant, deceased c/o Donna Bryant; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, 
and Assigns of Algis Bryant, deceased c/o Donna Bryant; Unknown 
Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Arol Malcolm Reynolds c/o Annika M 
Reynolds; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Arol Malcolm 
Reynolds c/o Mary Wood; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of 
Arol Malcolm Reynolds c/o Ola Chamea Lane; Unknown Heirs, Devi-
sees, and Assigns of Charles Houck c/o Charles David Houck; Unknown 
Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Charles Houck c/o Doris Charlene 
Burris; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Chester Lee Hill c/o 
Creighton Hill; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Ed Burkett 
c/o Bob Carpenter; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Elva F 
Deaville c/o Laura Wells; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of 
Emma Deal c/o Fred J Hemker; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns 
of Emma Deal c/o Karen Fore-Monroe; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Everett Erwin c/o Evie Jo Erwin; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, 
and Assigns of Fannie Burkett c/o Barbara B Farring; Unknown Heirs, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Fannie Burkett c/o Catherine B Cornelio; 
Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Fannie Burkett c/o Cath-
erine B Cornelio; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Fannie 
Burkett c/o Cheryl Lynn Burkett; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and As-
signs of Fannie Burkett c/o Cheryl Lynn Burkett; Unknown Heirs, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Fannie Burkett c/o Cheryl Lynn Burkett; 
Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Fannie Burkett c/o Leo B 
Burkett Jr; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Fannie Burkett 
c/o Leo B Burkett Jr; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Fan-

nie Burkett c/o Terry Ranae Burkett; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Fannie Burkett c/o William K Burkett; Unknown Heirs, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Iva M White c/o Starr Lynn Moxley f/k/a 
Starr Lynn Norris; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of James 
E Bryant c/o Debbie Lemons; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns 
of James E Bryant c/o Donna Bryant; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and 
Assigns of James E Bryant c/o Donna Bryant; Unknown Heirs, Devi-
sees, and Assigns of JW Maddox a/k/a John W Maddox c/o Floyd 
Nelson; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Margaret Clarienne 
Youngblood c/o Allison Black Wilks; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Margaret Lea Youngblood Black c/o Allison Black Wilks; 
Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Mary Houck c/o Charles 
David Houck; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Mary Houck 
c/o Doris Charlene Burris; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of 
Mildred F Hill c/o Creighton Hill; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and As-
signs of Mildred F Hill; Unknown Heirs, James J Jeffers a/k/a James 
Jeffers Devisees, and Assigns of Mildred F Hill c/o Jana J Jeffers 
Winston a/k/a Jana Winston; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns 
of Mildred F Hill Janice Janelle Jeffers Sallee a/k/a Janice Sallee a/k/a 
JoNell Sallee; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Mildred F Hill 
c/o Jeffery J Jeffers a/k/a Jeffery Jeffers; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, 
and Assigns of Mildred F Hill c/o Jeffery J Jeffers a/k/a Jeffery Jeffers; 
Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Mildred F Hill c/o Jeffery J 
Jeffers a/k/a Jeffery Jeffers; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns 
of Mildred F Hill c/o Joe Lawrence Hill a/k/a Joe Hill; Unknown Heirs, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Patricia Fern Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, 
a/k/a Pat Boyles c/o Charles Franklin Haley; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, 
and Assigns of Patricia Fern Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, a/k/a Pat 
Boyles c/o Charles Franklin Haley; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Patricia Fern Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, a/k/a Pat Boyles 
c/o Dana Eldon Haley; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of 
Patricia Fern Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, a/k/a Pat Boyles c/o 
Jerry Neal Haley, II; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Patricia 
Fern Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, a/k/a Pat Boyles c/o Jerry Neal 
Haley, II; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Patricia Fern 
Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, a/k/a Pat Boyles c/o LaDonna Lea 
Mandelkow; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Patricia Fern 
Haley, a/k/a Patricia F Boyles, a/k/a Pat Boyles c/o LaDonna Lea 
Mandelkow; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Russell Calvin 
Brown, Jr c/o Russell Calvin Brown III; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Russell Calvin Brown, Jr c/o Shauna Rebecca Magennis; 
Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Wynell Jeffers James J 
Jeffers a/k/a James Jeffers; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns 
of Wynell Jeffers c/o Jana J Jeffers Winston a/k/a Jana Winston; 
Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Wynell Jeffers Janice Janelle 
Jeffers Sallee a/k/a Janice Sallee a/k/a JoNell Sallee; Unknown Heirs, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Wynell Jeffers c/o Jeffery J Jeffers a/k/a 
Jeffery Jeffers; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, and Assigns of Wynell Jef-
fers c/o Jeffery J Jeffers a/k/a Jeffery Jeffers; Unknown Heirs, Devisees, 
and Assigns of Wynell Jeffers c/o Jeffery J Jeffers a/k/a Jeffery Jeffers; 
Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns of Oleta Florence 
Foster Ogle, deceased c/o Gina L Parker f/k/a Ogle; Unknown Heirs, 
Successors, Devisees, and Assigns of Oleta Florence Foster Ogle, 
deceased c/o Gina L Parker f/k/a Ogle; Unknown Heirs, Successors, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Oleta Florence Foster Ogle, deceased c/o 
James Franklin Ogle, Jr; Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Oleta Florence Foster Ogle, deceased c/o James Franklin 
Ogle, Jr; Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns of So-
phia Foster, deceased c/o Gina L Parker f/k/a Ogle; Unknown Heirs, 
Successors, Devisees, and Assigns of Sophia Foster, deceased c/o 
Gina L Parker f/k/a Ogle; Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and 
Assigns of Sophia Foster, deceased c/o James Franklin Ogle, Jr; 
Unknown Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns of Sophia Foster, 
deceased c/o James Franklin Ogle, Jr; Unknown Heirs, Successors, 
Devisees, and Assigns of Zella Mae Hemker c/o Fred J Hemker; Un-
known Heirs, Successors, Devisees, and Assigns of Zella Mae Hem-
ker c/o Karen Fore-Monroe; Veryl P Harris or their Successor in Trust, 
Trustee of the Rev Trust of Veryl P Harris dtd 6/30/1995 c/o Linda J 
Harris; Western Royalties, LLC; Western Royalties, LLC; Andrea Her-
rera; Michelle Caddell; F E Bryant and Maggie Bryant; George M 
Morris and Bettie Morris; Thomas W Carl; William Johnston ; Yvonne 
Hill; and all persons if living or if deceased, their known and unknown 
successors, and all corporations existing and if dissolved, its known 
and unknown successors, and all persons having an interest in the 
lands covered hereby, particularly in McClain County, Oklahoma.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 4th day of October, 2023 
Pooling Order No. 737457 issued pooling the captioned lands as to 
the Mississippian, Woodford and Hunton common sources of supply.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that Pooling Order No. 737457 failed 
to include relevant value testimony.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that FourPoint Energy, LLC has the 
following information on file with the Surety Department, Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission.

Surety Instrument Type Bond

Amount of Surety $25,000

Surety Expiration Date 6/20/2024

Number of Wells 17 as of 12/20/23

Years as an Operator
in Oklahoma

Operator since 6/21/22

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that all parties listed as a respondent 
to Pooling Order No. 737457 are granted a new election. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that all other provisions of Pooling 
Order No. 737457 shall remain unchanged and the effective date of 
Pooling Order No. 737457 shall run from the date of the final order 
to issue in this cause.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this cause be set before an Ad-
ministrative Law Judge for hearing, taking of evidence and reporting 
to the Commission.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this cause will be heard before 
an Administrative Law Judge on the Initial Hearing Docket at the 
Corporation Commission, Eastern Regional Office, 201 W. 5th St., 
Suite 540, Tulsa, OK  74103, at 8:30 a.m. on the 16th day of January, 
2024 and that this notice be published as required by law and the 
rules of the Commission. The referenced hearing may be conducted 
via teleconference or videoconference. Before coming to the building 
for this hearing, please visit the Oklahoma Corporation Commission 
website at https://oklahoma.gov/occ.html to determine the status of 
building access. Instructions for participating via teleconference or 
videoconference are available on the Commission’s website.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that in the event this cause is un-
contested, the Applicant, its representatives, witnesses and other 
proponents of the Applicant may appear and testify by telephone.  
The cost of telephonic communication shall be paid by the person or 
persons requesting its use.  Interested parties who wish to participate 
by telephone shall contact the Applicant or Applicant’s attorney, prior 
to the hearing date, and provide their name and phone number. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that all interested persons may ap-
pear and be heard. For information concerning this action, contact 
Alan Rolofson, Pinson Land Services, 10201 Buffalo Ridge Road, 
Edmond, OK 73025, 405/359-6727 or Ron M. Barnes or Grayson 
Barnes, BARNES LAW, PLLC, 1648 S. Boston Avenue, Ste. 100, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74119, 918/382-8686.

OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION
J. TODD HIETT, Commissioner
KIM DAVID, Commissioner
BOB ANTHONY, Commissioner

/s/ Grayson Barnes
Ron M. Barnes, OBA #534

Grayson Barnes, OBA #31475

No. 867-December  21-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF ESTATE OF
DEBBIE SUE BILLEN, DECEASED

Case No. PB-2023-123
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

All creditors having claims 
against Debbie Sue Billen, de-
ceased, are required to present 
the same, with a description of 
all security interests and other 
collateral, if any, held by each 
creditor with respect to such 
claim, to Robin Fielder, Personal 
Representative, at the law offices 
of Whitten Burrage, 512 North 
Broadway Avenue, Suite 300, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102, 

on or before the following present-
ment date: February 19, 2024, or 
the same will be forever barred.

DATED this 13 day of December 
2023.

/s/ Robin Fielder
Robin Fielder,

Personal Representative
/s/ Austin R. Vance
Austin R. Vance, OBA No. 33294
WHITTEN BURRAGE
512 N. Broadway Avenue, 

Suite 300
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Telephone: (405) 516-7800
Facsimile: (405) 516-7859
Emails: avance@whittenbur-

ragelaw.com
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative

No. 878-December 21-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT WITHIN AND FOR
McCLAIN COUNTY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF CAROLYN S. MOORE, also 
known as CAROLYN MOORE and CAROLYN SUE MOORE, Deceased

Case No. PB-2023-145
COMBINED NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND NOTICE OF HEARING
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF CAROLYN S. 

MOORE, DECEASED:
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that on the 19th day of December, 2023, the 

Petitioner, Marcia Wells, 4050 Ski Line, Kingston, OK 73439, filed in the 
District Court of McClain County, Oklahoma, a Petition for Summary 
Administration, Appointment of Special Administratrix and Determi-
nation of Heirship.  The Petitioner has alleged that Carolyn S. Moore, 
age 88, died testate on the 23rd day of July, 2023, while domiciled in 
Newcastle, McClain County, Oklahoma. 

In an Order for Combined Notice entered herein, this Court found 
that it should dispense with the regular estate proceedings prescribed 
by law and order Notice to Creditors and issue an Order for a hearing 
upon the Petition for Summary Administration, the Final Accounting 
and Petition for Determination of Heirs and Distribution.

Pursuant to the Order for Combined Notice, all creditors having 
claims against Carolyn S. Moore, deceased, are required to present 
the same, with a description of all security interests and other col-
lateral, if any, held by each creditor with respect to such claim, to the 
Petitioner, in care of Leach & Sullivan, LLP, P. O. Box 160, Duncan, OK 
73534 or 921 W. Main St., Duncan, OK 73533, on or before the 18th 
day of January, 2024, or the same will be forever barred.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing will be held on the 15th 
day of February, 2024, at 9:30 o’clock a.m., at the McClain County 
Courthouse in Purcell, Oklahoma, before the honorable Charles Gray, 
Associate District Judge, in his Courtroom.  At the hearing, the Court 
will decide whether to approve the Petition for Summary Administra-
tion and the Final Account and Petition for Determination of Heirs and 
Distribution of the Petitioner. 

The Final Account and Petition for Determination of Heirs and 
Distribution will be filed herein at least twenty (20) days prior to the 
hearing aforesaid.

That the names, ages and addresses of the Administrators, non-
petitioning co-nominees, heirs devisees, legatees and other persons 
interested in the estate of said decedent, Carolyn S. Moore, so far as 
is known to your Petitioner, are as follows, to-wit:

NAME RELATIONSHIP - 
AGE

ADDRESS

Marcia Wells
(Heir at Law)

Daughter - Adult 4050 Ski Line
Kingston, OK 73439

Michelle Presley 
(Heir at Law)

Daughter - Adult 104 N. 28th St
Duncan, OK 73533

Marcia Wells,
Successor Trustee 
of the Carolyn S. 
Moore Revocable 
Trust dated April 11, 
2000, as restated on 
the 17th day of May, 
2018
(Sole and Only
Devisee and
Legatee)

4050 Ski Line
Kingston, OK 73439

The total value of the decedent’s estate which is located in the State 
of Oklahoma is less than $200,000.00.

YOU ARE HEREBY ADVISED THAT YOU MUST FILE OBJECTIONS 
TO THE PETITION FOR SUMMARY ADMINISTRATION AND THE 
FINAL ACCOUNT AND PETITION FOR DETERMINATION OF HEIRS 
AND DISTRIBUTION BEFORE THE HEARING AND SEND A COPY 
TO THE PETITIONER’S ATTORNEYS,  LEACH & SULLIVAN, LLP, 
P.O. BOX 160, DUNCAN, OKLAHOMA, 73534-0160, OR YOU WILL 
BE DEEMED TO HAVE WAIVED ANY OBJECTIONS.  IF YOU HAVE 
NO OBJECTIONS, YOU NEED NOT APPEAR AT THE HEARING OR 
MAKE ANY FILINGS WITH THE COURT.

If an objection is filed before the hearing, the Court will determine 
at the hearing whether summary proceedings are appropriate and, 
if so, whether the estate will be distributed, and to whom the estate 
will be distributed.

/s/ Marcia Wells
Marcia Wells

Special Administratrix of the
Estate of Carolyn S. Moore, deceased

LEACH & SULLIVAN
Limited Liability Partnership
921 Main, P. O. Box 160
Duncan, Oklahoma 73534
(580) 255-1111
Attorneys for Special Administratrix

BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION   
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

APPLICANT: ROBYN STRICKLAND, DIRECTOR )
 OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION DIVISION         ) CASE No.
 OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION ) SF2023-000468
RELIEF SOUGHT:  AN ORDER TO USE STATE FUNDS  )
 AND/OR OTHER FUNDS TO PLUG/CAP ONE OIL,  )
 GAS, INJECTION, AND/OR DISPOSAL WELL )  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Williamson #1 (087-00323) SE/4 )
  NW/4 Section 4, Township 7 North, Range 2 West,  )
 McClain County, Oklahoma )

NOTICE OF HEARING
STATE OF OKLAHOMA: To all persons having an interest in the above-
described relief:
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application to obtain an order 
authorizing the use of State funds and/or other funds to plug/cap the above-
described well located at the above-described legal description, and any 
other relief that the Commission deems appropriate, has been filed and will 
be heard by an Administrative Law Judge at 8:30 a.m. on the 12th day of 
January 2024 on the Oklahoma City Pollution/ Enforcement Docket.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, due to renovation work, the Commission’s 
Oklahoma City office is relocating from the Jim Thorpe Office Building to the 
Will Rogers Memorial Office Building located in the Capitol Complex, 2401 
N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK, 73105. All docket calls and hearings 
will be conducted in Courtroom E or other courtrooms located on the 
concourse level between the Will Rogers Memorial Office Building and the 
Sequoyah Office Building. The specific room location will be available on or 
before the hearing date at the information desk in the first-floor lobby of the 
Will Rogers Memorial Office Building, and on the Commission’s website at: 
https://oklahoma.gov/occ/court-dockets.html.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that for information concerning this action, 
interested persons may contact Deputy General Counsel Tyler H. Trout by 
telephone at (405) 698-6732 or by email at tyler.trout@occ.ok.gov.
OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION
 J. TODD HIETT, CHAIRMAN
 KIM DAVID, VICE CHAIRMAN
 BOB ANTHONY, COMMISSIONER

Tyler H. Trout, OBA #32132
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION   
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

APPLICANT: ROBYN STRICKLAND, DIRECTOR )
 OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION DIVISION         ) CASE No.
 OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION ) SF2023-000468
RELIEF SOUGHT:  AN ORDER TO USE STATE FUNDS  )
 AND/OR OTHER FUNDS TO PLUG/CAP ONE OIL,  )
 GAS, INJECTION, AND/OR DISPOSAL WELL )  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Williamson #1 (087-00323) SE/4 )
  NW/4 Section 4, Township 7 North, Range 2 West,  )
 McClain County, Oklahoma )

NOTICE OF HEARING
STATE OF OKLAHOMA: To all persons having an interest in the above-described relief:
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application to obtain an order authorizing the use of 
State funds and/or other funds to plug/cap the above-described well located at the above-
described legal description, and any other relief that the Commission deems appropriate, 
has been filed and will be heard by an Administrative Law Judge at 8:30 a.m. on the 12th day 
of January 2024 on the Oklahoma City Pollution/ Enforcement Docket.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, due to renovation work, the Commission’s Oklahoma 
City office is relocating from the Jim Thorpe Office Building to the Will Rogers Memorial 
Office Building located in the Capitol Complex, 2401 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK, 
73105. All docket calls and hearings will be conducted in Courtroom E or other courtrooms 
located on the concourse level between the Will Rogers Memorial Office Building and the 
Sequoyah Office Building. The specific room location will be available on or before the 
hearing date at the information desk in the first-floor lobby of the Will Rogers Memorial Office 
Building, and on the Commission’s website at: https://oklahoma.gov/occ/court-dockets.html.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that for information concerning this action, interested persons 
may contact Deputy General Counsel Tyler H. Trout by telephone at (405) 698-6732 or by 
email at tyler.trout@occ.ok.gov.
OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION
 J. TODD HIETT, CHAIRMAN
 KIM DAVID, VICE CHAIRMAN
 BOB ANTHONY, COMMISSIONER

Tyler H. Trout, OBA #32132

Purcell
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No. 870-December 21-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF McCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF JERRY D. WHATLEY,
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2023-105
NOTICE OF HEARING FIRST

AND FINAL ACCOUNT,
PETITION FOR DECREE
OF DISTRIBUTION, AND

DISCHARGE OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

Notice is hereby given that Shir-
ley L. Whatley, the duly appointed 
and qualified Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of Jerry D. 
Whatley, Deceased, has filed her 
Final Account, Petition for Decree 
of Distribution, and Discharge of 
Personal Representative.  A hear-
ing has been fixed by the Judge of 
the Court for the 11th day of Janu-
ary 2024, at 9:30 a.m., in the Dis-
trict Courtroom of Judge Charles 

Gray, County Courthouse, Purcell, 
McClain County, Oklahoma, and 
all persons interested in the Estate 
are notified to appear and show 
cause, if any they have, why the 
Account should not be settled and 
allowed, the Estate distributed, 
and the Personal Representative 
discharged.

DATED this 15th day of Decem-
ber 2023.

CHARLES GRAY
ASSOCIATE

DISTRICT JUDGE
JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT

James B. Blevins, Jr., OBA #881
Carrie Kopp, OBA #21731
George W. Velotta, II, OBA 

#9223
Blevins & Associates Law, PLLC
138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565
Purcell, OK 73080
Phone: 405-527-7575
Fax: 405-527-7574
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative
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Connecting you to the news, developments, ideas and opportunities 
that enrich our lives and keep our community informed.

Community Health
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& More Every Week
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Purcell, OK • (405) 527-2126
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Review: 

Higdon, two Washington High 
School Seniors, were selected 
by the Oklahoma Foundation 
for Excellence as Academic 
All-State Scholars.

An EF2 tornado hit the David 
J. Perry Airport destroying han-
gars and damaged 15 planes.

The Sheriff’s Association, 
Chiefs of Police, and the Dis-
trict Attorneys Association 
teamed together to create the 
Oklahoma Public Safety Coali-
tion to support policy initiatives 
that further public safety.

A six man, six woman jury 
in McClain county sentenced 
Debbie Azalea Senft and 
Zachary Tyler Mussett to life 
without parole for the murder 
of Michael McGuffee.

Missoula Children’s Theatre 
held auditions for Aladdin for 
kindergarden through grade 12.

Our Blood Institute offered 
free tickets to the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum and a “Save the Hu-
mans” t-shirt after every blood 
donation.

The Wayne FFA local show 
and bonus auction were held 
March 4.

Gayla Marie Barton, 66, died 
February 20.

Frances Hodges, 92, died 
February 23.

Glenda Gay Ivy, 62, of Lex-
ington died February 20.

J.B. Draper Jr., 71, of Lex-
ington died February 22.

Melissa Ann “Missy” Fink, 
59, of Wayne died February 20.

Joan Gay (Stephens) Gracey, 
74, died February 25.

Purcell boys basketball were 
one win away from State after 
a 56-47 win over Hugo while 
the Lady Dragons needed three.

Washington Warrior girls 
basketball claim Regional 
championship after defeating 
KIPP Tulsa 61-45.

A 52-51 loss to Lone Grove 
ends the Lexington Bulldogs 
season in Regionals.

Washington’s first annual 
amateur dog show was held 
March 12 at Washington’s Ag 
Barn.

Across Oklahoma, voters 
flocked to the polls to say “no” 
to the legalization of recre-
ational marijuana.

After a tragic fatality ac-
cident Purcell’s City Coucil 
voted to send a letter to the 
Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation to do a traffic 
study on SH 74.

Joshua Allen Finkbeiner was 
found guilty by an eight man, 
four woman jury of kidnapping 
and killing Shaliyah Toombs 
and her unborn child in an 
incident April 29, 2018.

The Purcell Bonus Auction 
pulled in $28,450 in premiums 
at the FFA Ag Barn.

The Heart of Oklahoma 
received 1.1” of rain, bringing 
the total for the year to 5.25”

Seventeen Purcell Elemen-
tary students were recognized 

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Keeping the legacy alive
Criswell’s Service Station continues the full and hometown service customers have grown 
accustomed to. Brandon, Aaron and Nick Criswell are continuing the legacy set before them 
by their father and grandfather, the late Jimmy Criswell.

as Stars of Honor. 
Those student’s include, kin-

dergartners Lyndsie Driskill, 
Brynlie Moore, Kalel Roof, 
Kodi Doyal,Reef Wilkins, and 
Henry Pruitt.

First graders were Grayson 
Childress, Sawyer Creswell, 
Emersyn Resendia, Thomas 
Montgomery, Abigail Alarafi, 
and Layla Ponder.

Second graders were Braxton 
McClung, Dakota Conder, 
Trigg Anderson, Emory Sims, 
Kynzee Holder, and Dani Kate 
Renfro.

Missoula Children’s Theatre 
held open auditions March 20, 
for their production of Aladdin.

Lexington Elementary 
School hosted the 2023-2024 
Pre-K sign up at enrollment 
night, March 23.

Wayne Elementary Pre-K 
sign up and new kindergarten 
students and enrollment was 
held March 20.

The Wauhillau Austin Gale 
selection committee reminds 
graduating Purcell Seniors to 
apply for the $2,000 Scholar-
ship by the April 1 deadline.

Tammy Finch, 58, of Okla-
homa City died March 10.

Helen Price, 84, of Purcell 
died March 1.

Virgil William Tague, 95, 
of Washington died March 4.

Chasity Kay Simmons, 37, 
died March 1.

Kenneth Doyle Thomas, 91, 
died February 26,

Tucker Bloodworth showed 
the Grand Champion barrow 
in the Purcell Livestock Show.

Bentlee Nicklas showed the 
Grand Champion ewe in the 
Purcell Livestock Show.

The Washington girls bas-
ketball were state bound after 
beating Luther 63-49.

Purcell slow-pitch began the 
season in NRC Tournament.

Ryan Blaine is at the helm of 
the Lexington baseball team.

Wayne slow-pitch is back 
and opened the season with 
games against Union City, 13-1 
loss, and Hinton, 15-7 loss.

Purcell’s boys and girls both 
bowed out of post-season bas-
ketball play in the Area Tourna-
ment consolation finals in Ada.

The Wayne Bulldogs kicked 
off their season with a 7-1 win 
over Konawa and a 10-7 loss 
to Wynnewood.

Washington powerlifters 
headed to state with the quali-
fiers including Caleb Bruce, 
Max Georgiadis, Tanner Olson, 
Jake Wells and Wyatt Wilk.

The eight man, four woman 
jury that found Joshua Allen 
Finkbeiner guilty of killing 
Shaliyah Toombs and her un-
born child on April 29, 2018 
sentenced him to life without 
the possibility of parole.

The Pioneer Library System 
was named Library of the Year 
in an awards ceremony held at 
Norman’s Embassy Suites.

Attorney General Genter 

Drummond warned Oklahoma 
residents about the pitfalls 
of illegal robocalls as part of 
National Consumer Protection 
Week.

Flames to Hope Equine 
Assisted Services is a local 
non-profit organization using 
miniature horses to help heal 
the hearts and minds of those 
in need.

Washington High School 
junior, Baylor Haynes, had 
completed a week of service as 
a page for Sen. Jessica Garvin.

Barbara Jean Spray, 82, died 
March 2.

Freddie (Fred) Gene Garrett 
died March 2.

Margaret Kay Riggs, 68, died 
March 11.

Nitalia Briganti, Lexington 
High School Senior, made the 
2023 All-State Cheer Squad.

Lexington senior Izzy Pack 
was named to the West All-
State team in wrestling, making 
her the first female wrestler 
from Lexington to receive this 
honor.

The Washington girls basket-
ball team finished the season 
as Class 3A State runners-up.

Purcell played two fund-
raiser baseball games against 
Asher and Newcastle to raise 
money for the non-profit Kids 
Joining Eternity, an organiza-
tion that helps families going 
through infant and child loss 
by providing support.

Lexington’s baseball picked 
up their first win of the season, 
a 12-4 victory over Asher.

Purcell’s slow-pitch softball 
won one and lost one in the 
McElyea and Owens Invita-
tional at OBU, bringing their 
season record to 1-1.

Fund-raising was underway 
for “One Crazy Night” movie, 
which will be filmed in Purcell.

Patti Christian was named 
State Employee of the Year 
at the annual meeting of the 
Oklahoma Association of 
Conservation Districts.

Dibble’s graduating class of 
1973 was preparing to celebrate 
its 50th anniversary.

Purcell received .2” of rain 
bringing the total for 2023 to 
6.16”.

Delta Public Transit provides 
residents of McClain and 
Garvin Counties with reliable 
transportation.

The City of Purcell hosted 
the Second Annual Shred Day 
for residents to safely dispose 
of documents and prescription 
drugs for free.

The Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce Com-
munity Coffee was held March 
23, hosted by Purcell First 
Baptist Church.

The Kiwanis Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt was held April 8 at the 
Purcell Lake Weaver Pavilion.

Sunray Baptist Church cel-
ebrated the 76th anniversary of 
its founding with Homecoming 

Services.
Early voting began March 30 

for voters in McClain County.
Robert Joseph “Bobby” 

Phillips, 53, of Oklahoma died 
February 24.

Wilda Lynn May Flaming, 
83, died March 13.

Claudine Herell, 88, of Pur-
cell died March 19.

Randy Lee Shobert, 68, of 
Noble died March 20.

Ruth Lynn Smith was born 
sleeping March 19 in Lexing-
ton.

Bunnie Eugene Hottle, 94, of 
Purcell died March 16.

Lexington picked up a 14-3 
win over Little Axe.

The Washington Warrior 
baseball team went 5-1 in Gulf 
Shores, AL and finished  the 
Gulf Coast Classic as runners-
up.

Washington Warrior slow-
pitch softball team had out-
scored opponents 109-4 in six 
games.

The Lady ‘Dawgs picked 
up two wins when they bested 
Harrah 11-8 then Bethel 17-6.

 Purcell Building Teachers 
of the Year were Zoe Swift, 
Amanda Fleming, Aimee 
Walkup and Paul Wollenberg. 
Wollenberg was tabbed as the 
District Teacher of the Year.

Lexington educators Bridget 
Johnson and Gena Sullivan 
were named finalists for the 
Professional Oklahoma Edu-
cators Foundation Excellence 
Award.

Purcell’s Rotary Club was 
marking 100 years of existence 
with a banquet at Southwind 
Hills in Goldsby.

Former McClain County 
jailer Kyle Tecumseh pleaded 
guilty to violating the rights of 
a detainee.

A crossover head-on accident 
on Interstate 3 at mile marker 99 

took the lives of two Shawnee 
residents.

Hannah Thurston was named 
the Purcell Junior High Support 
Person of the Month. Students 
of the Month included sixth 
graders Easton Davis and 
Tylie Stroud, seventh graders 
Brecken Burson and Rylee Peo-
ples and eighth graders Diego 
Munoz and Maria Rodriguez.

Washington High School 
students were performing the 
musical “Shrek the Musical Jr.”

Albert Leroy Morris, 83, of 
Lexington died May 22.

Gary Eddie “Fat Gary” Tate, 
79 of Purcell died March 17.

Gerald W. Shivers, Jr., 81, of 
Aurora, CO, died February 12.

Wayne Morris, 80, of Duncan 
died January 12.

Dr. Willard M. Smith, 97, of 
Rock Island, IL died March 25.

Cole Sharp’s Dragons de-
feated Guymon 11-2 on the 
diamond.

Coach Sarah Jones’ Dragons 
topped Blanchard 5-3.

Washington’s Warriors had 
ripped off five straight wins 
for coach Jeff Kulbeth since 
returning from their trip to Gulf 
Shores, AL.

Washington’s softball team 
won the Beast of the East 
Tournament.

Wayne boys had knocked off 
Mill Creek, Achille and Rush 
Springs.

Canadian Valley All-Con-
ference basketball players 
included Hayden Hicks, Cash 
Andrews, Breanna Lindert, 
Rielyn Sheffe, Preslee John-
son, Kelby Beller and Kyndall 
Wells of Washington; Kenna 
Esparaza, Malachi Evans, 
Hayden Ice and Kobe Freeman 
of Purcell.

Lexington softball was off to 
a 3-2 start to the season.

APRIL

Purell Firefighters teamed 
up with firefighters from five 
other departments to battle a 
grass fire at 16144 Meridian 
near Dibble.

Darrell Ingram defeated Russ 
McReynolds, 448-263 for the 
Ward 1 seat.

Mike Herrin Defeated Scott 
Statton, 436-278 in Ward 3 
while David White knocked off  
Vanessa Weaver, 464-246 for 
the Ward 5 position.

Oklahoma Highway Patrol 
released details of the head-on 
accident that killed two Shaw-
nee residents.

Purcell’s City Council gave 
its stamp of approval to con-
tinue as the major contributor 
to the Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce.

Rebecca Andrews is wel-
comed to The Purcell Register  
as a new writer.

The office of Congressman 
Tome Cole (OK-04) accepted 
entries from high school stu-
dents in the Fourth Congres-
sional District for An Artistic 
Discovery, the annual Congres-
sional Art Competition.

Shape Your Future, a pro-
gram of the Tobacco settlement 
Endowment Trust (TSET), 
encourages Oklahomans to 
participate in the nationally 
recognized Move More Month.

A wide array of First Ameri-
can films and filmmakers were 
celebrated during the 2023 
Holba’ Pisachi’ “Showing Pic-
tures” Native Film Festival at 
the Chickasaw Cultural Center.

Edna Fern Birdsong, 88, of 
Purcell died April 2.

Landon Jay Caldwell, 24, 
died March 28.

Emma Stone, 88, of Okla-
homa City died March 28.

Please see Review, page 9A
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Eunice Lee, 82, of Alex died 
April 2.

Delbert Dean Henderson, 57, 
died March 28.

Wrenley LeeAnn West died 
March 28.

The Washington slow-pitch 
softball team stayed busy as 
they gained nine wins while 
picking up their first two losses 
of the season.

The Washington Warrior 
baseball team defeated Navajo 
15-7 and fell 8-7 to Elgin.

Purcell’s Dragons downed 
the Newcastle Lady Racers 
10-2.

The Lady ‘Dawgs dropped 
a 15-6 loss to Tecumseh but 
turned it around for a win over 
Newcastle, 14-13.

Washington Elementary an-
nounced the third nine weeks 
honor roll boasting over 100 
students.

Christina Whitefield, a teach-
er at Mid-America Technology 
Center, has been selected as 
a finalist for the Southeast 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year 
award.

Purcell’s Board of Education 
welcomed its newest member, 
Mary Webb, when she was 
sworn in for her five-year 
term during the group’s April 
meeting.

The OSBI was investigating 
a murder-suicde in Blanchard 
that left one officer wounded.

Wayne FFA looks to excel 
under new Ag instructor Drew 
Hardaway.

OU Engineering hosted the 
biannual GLAMS program- 
Girls Learning and Applying 
Math and Science- for middle 
school girls.

Billy Harold Bacon, 87, of 
Purcell died April 8.

Kyle Harper, 54, of Purcell 
died April 9.

Linda Brown, 73, of Asher, 
Okla., died April 10.

Delberta Paulina Hulsey, 94, 
died April 2.

Hattie Faye Vickers, 79, of 
Noble died April 6.

The Wayne Bulldogs got an 
11-0 win over Springer, moving 
their overall record to 14-6.

The Washington softball 
team went undefeated en route 
to claiming the championship 
in their own tournament.

Purcell’s Dragons hosted the 
34th annual Heart of Oklahoma 
baseball tournament.

The Lady ‘Dawgs fell to 
Class 4A #2 Prague 17-6.

The Lexington Bulldogs 
dropped a 23-2 loss to District 
foe Heritage Hall.

Charlie Sherman, life-long 
resident of Purcell and former 
bank president, was honored 
at the chamber of commerce 
banquet as the Giving Time 
Spirit Guardian recipient.

Purcell Junior High teacher 
and students of the month are: 
Noel Thrasher, Teacher of the 
month, Holiday Napier and 
Adlee Croslin, sixth graders 
of the month, Jae Swanner and 
Kylee Beasley, seventh graders 
of the month, Evan Ellenberg 
and Diana Aguinaga, eighth 
graders of the month.

Congressman Tom Cole 
hosted a telephone town hall 
to “hear directly from my 
constituents from the Fourth 
District,” Cole said.

Sanford Lee Mauldin, Jr, 69, 
died March 29.

Ronnie Lynn Pope, 65, died 
April 5.

Avenell Opal Selph was born 
April 13, 2023 and died April 
14, 2023.

Onalee “Toni” Taylor, 88, of 
Purcell died April 7.

William Dan Todd, 82, of 
Purcell died April 13.

District games start with 
Lexington Lady Bulldogs vs. 
Minco with the loser going on 
to play Hobart.

The Washington Warrior 
slow-pitch softball team be-
gan the chase to defend their 
state championship after big 
wins against Westmoore (11-
4), Mustang (14-4) and Deer 
Creek (12-2).

FEMA announced federal 
disaster assistance has been 
made avaliable to the state of 
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Tornado damage
The February 22 tornado that ripped through Norman spun up just to the southwest of the David J. Perry Airport in Goldsby and heavily damaged hangars 
at the facility before heading into Cleveland County. In addition to the structural damage, 15 planes were damaged.

Oklahoma.
The destructive EF-3 tor-

nado destroyed 34 homes and 
damaged and estimated 76 
others with two Cole residents 
declared dead.

A three-vehicle accident 
caused one person to be air-
lifted and another transported 
by ambulance to the OU Medi-
cal Center.

Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation received $2.5 mil-
lion for autoimmune disease 
research.

Carol Andes, 78, died April 
25.

Rebecca “Becky” Lee 
Clift,84, died April 19.

Darlene (Sampson) Polk, 85,  
dies April 15.

Mark Q. Turbyfill, 82, of 
Blanchard died April 17.

Avenell Opal Selph was born 
April 13 and died April 14.

Donald Ray Driskell, Sr., 84, 
of Purcell died April 21.

Mildred Louise Harper 
Wells, 89, died.

Anthony Gene Thompson, 
63, died April 15.

The Washington Warriors 
defeated Blanchard to claim 
the district championship.

The Wayne slow-pitch team 
won the District championship 
after they defeated Stratford 
9-8.

Washington High School 
coach Brad Beller was named 
the Region 5 Football Coach 
of the Year.

Kami Beller, assistant coach 
for Washington High School, 
was named the Assistant Coach 
of the year.

Washington High School 
coach Jeff Kulbeth was named 
Baseball Coach of the Year.

Washington coach Tylor 
Lampkin was named the Soft-
ball Coach of the year.

Purcell senior Hayden Ice 
was selected to play in the 
Oklahoma Basketball Coaches 
Association All-Star game 
at the University of Central 
Oklahoma.

The Washington baseball 
team defeated Davis 15-2 and 
12-0 to finish perfect in District 
play this season.

The Lexington Lady ‘Dawgs 
finished their season with a 
10-10 record.

MAY
Purcell crowns three cham-

pions at State TSA Leadership 
Conference.

A disaster recovery center for 
those impacted by the declared 
disaster of April 19 has been 
set up at Cole Fire Department 
parking lot.

Purcell Elementary School 
secretary Jackie Suchy has 
been named The Purcell Public 
Schools’ Support person of 
the Year.

The grand opening of the new 
Rotary Playground at Purcell 

Lake had been scheduled for 
June 3 and will coincide with 
Walk the Trail Day.

Alfred Keesee, 86, of Wan-
nette, died April 28.

Cora Mae Sanders, 88, died 
April 28.

The Washington Warrior 
baseball team won the Bi-
District tournament with wins 
of 18-0 and 15-0.

Wayne’s Lady Bulldogs fell 
to Dale, 18-12, and Colbert, 
10-3, finishing the season with 
a 14-16 record.

The Oklahoma State Fire 
Marshal was in Purcell in-
vestigating three suspicious 
structure fires.

Janelle Winterton completed 
a three-peat winning the 300 
meter hurdles for the third 
year in a row. She also won 
the long jump.

Ella Resendiz was crowned 
the State Champion in shot.

The Washington Warriors 
baseball team was playing in 
the State Tournament.

The Purcell Board of Educa-
tion approved soccer as a new 
sport for high school students 
at PHS.

Letter carriers in Purcell 
were having their annual food 
drive.

A blessing box was installed 
in downtown Lexington.

Neil McElderry III retired 
from the McClain County 
Election Board.

Timothy William Hudson 
was arrested for discharging 
a firearm.

Paul Edward Ketchum, 72, 
of Purcell died May 2.

Stephanie Gail “Crystal” 
Hill, 62, of Norman died May 5.

Calvin Scott Prewitt, four 
months, of Purcell died May 6.

Jessica Don Besett, 46, of 
Norman died May 2.

Debi Grigsby, 67, of Lexing-
ton died May 9.

Rachel Goad was serving 
in the U.S. Navy aboard the 
USS Guadalupe in the South 
China Sea.

Washington’s slow-pitch 
softball team finished as State 
Runners-up.

Elle Lovelace, Elly Allison 
and Skylar Wells were all 
named All-State.

D.A.R.E. graduation was 
held at Purcell Intermediate 
School.

Graduation season was in 
full swing in the Heart of 
Oklahoma.

Washington won the Class 
3A State Baseball Champi-
onship knocking off Cascia 
Hall, 10-7 in the finals at The 
Bricktown Ball Park.

Jodie Taylor was in the 
process of opening a store in 
Pauls Valley.

Sirens sounded April 11 
during a tornado outbreak that 
struck across Oklahoma.

Cole was hit by a twister for 
the third time this year.

The Pioneer Library was 
kicking off the summer learn-
ing challenge.

Purcell Schools announced 
their summer feeding program.

Dwayne “Andy” Anderson, 
79, of Wayne died May 13.

Joe Billy Cownan, 85, of 
Wayne died.

Alford Hyde, 74, of Purcell 
died May 10.

Mildred “Louise” (Andrews) 
Carroll, 76, died May 12.

Purcell sophomore Ella 
Resendiz won the State Shot 
Put championship at the State 
Track Meet.

Lexington senior Janelle 
Winterton won her third 
straight State Championship 
in the 300 meter hurdles.

Washington baseball players 
on the All-District team includ-
ed Player of the Year Cam Bates 
and Defensive Player of the 
Year Kane Springer plus Dax 
McCaskill, Marlon Moore, 
Sutton Moore and Jake Wells.

Washington’s boys and girls 
both finished ninth at the State 
Track Meet.

Dick Gray had his vintage 
football travel jacket framed 
and loaned it to the high school.

The Main Street StreetScape 
project began with an estimated 
completion date aimed for mid-
November. 

Former Purcell resident Bud 
Elder acted and produced in 
the movie “Second Chances.”

Purcell and surroundingc-
ity offices closed Monday for 
Memorial Day.

Lockdowns at Joseph Harp 
and the Lexington Assessment 
and Reception Center contin-
ued following a fatal stabbing 
in another correctional facility. 

The Purcell Register wel-
comed new intern Zack Wright 
for the summer. 

Dibble fifth-grader Carlie 
Hayden recorded 1,148.1 
accelerated reading points 
breaking the previous record 
by almost 450 points.

Cleveland County Com-
missioners awarded nearly 
$100,000 to two veteran non-
profits bringing the county’s 
total ARPA investment in 
veterans to $500,000. 

Sen. Jessica Garvin was 
awarded the 2023 Prevention 
Pioneer Award for her commit-
ment and dedication to serving 
those with mental health and 
substance abuse struggles. 

Chances of rain continued 
throughout May despite tem-
peratures in the high 70s to 
low 80s. 

FEMA and Disaster and Re-
covery Centers in Pottawato-
mie and McClain Counties 
changed their hours. Locations 
began opening at 10 a.m. and 
closing at 7 p.m. Mon-Sat. 

The City of Purcell an-
nounced their third annual 
Walk the Trail Day would take 
place June 3rd.

Rodrey McCoin was named 
to Southern New Hampshire 
University’s Winter 2023 
Dean’s List.

Lexington Elementary 
School teacher Lynae Gabe-
hart recieved a $293 donation 
from Sonic Drive-In in honor of 
Teacher Appreication month. 

Roger Daniel Howe, 77, died 
May 15. 

Alice Faye Powell, 76, died  
May 4.

Hazel Cathryn Yoakum, 99, 
of Purcell died May 17.

Washington Elementary re-
leased their honor rolls for the 
third quarter of classes. 

Purcell’s Boston Knowles 
and Bryce Blair were named 
to the 3A-3 All-District first 
team. Deaken Dobbins, Zach 
Idlett, Parker Page, Jett Tyler 
and Carter Goldston were all 
named to the All-District sec-
ond team. 

Washington’s Emersyn 
Massey and Rielyn Scheffe 
ran and medaled at the recent 
Meet of Champions at North 
Rock Creek.

JUNE
The Purdy Cemetery Asso-

ciation held its Annual Memo-
rial Day service on May 29th 
to celebrate and remember the 
lives of loved ones.

A father-son duo, Capt. Da-
vid Graham and Sgt. Marcus 
Graham, both serve as McClain 
County deputies but have each 
found their own callings in law 
enforcement. 

City officials announced the 
Cole Disaster Recovery Center 
would be closing June 10.

Purcell’s Board of Education 
approved of district personnel 
changes that welcomed new 
educators following a special 
meeting.

The City of Purcell Parks and 
Recreation Department and the 
Heart of Oklahoma Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the town’s 
third annual Walk the Trail 
event at Purcell Lake.

Chances for scattered show-
ers and thunderstorms carried-
on into the early weeks of June 
despite temperatures ranging 
from mid-70s to low-80s.

During a special session, 
senators approved of Senate 
Bill 16X which will provide six 
months of paid maternity leave 
for Oklahoma’s full-time state 
employees following the birth 
or adoption of a child. 

Congressman Tom Cole 
invited students to pre-register 
for the 2023 Congressional App 
Challenge. The event, hosted 
annually by the Congressional 
Internet Caucus, promotes 
innovation, engagement and 
excellence in computer science 

through app development. 
Oklahoma delegates cel-

ebrated a Supreme Court ruling 
that restricted the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s over 
certain bodies of water. 

In the final days of the leg-
islative session, the Senate 
and House passed additional 
reforms to Oklahoma’s medical 
marijuana industries through 
Senate Bills 437 and 813. Leg-
islators claim these bills will 
provide additional guardrails 
that will further secure the in-
dustry if signed by the govenor.

Purcell High School an-
nounced their honor roll for 
the second semester of the 
2022-2023 school year.

The lack of regulations and 
hands-off approach by “Toke-
lahoma” led to illegal booms in 
the state’s medical marijauna 
industry by foreign entities and 
investors.  

Larry Lynn Grider, 74, of 
Lexington died May 22.

Derrick Roy Thurman, 38, of 
Lexington died May 22.

Sandy Gaches, 73, of Clifton, 
TX died May 16.

Sandy Marie Krekemyer, 66, 
of Norman died May 21.

Curtis Larence Claunch, 88, 
of Lexington died May 23.

The Washington Warrior 
Class of 1983 announced they 
will celebrate their 40-year 
reunion on July 22 at the Trails 
Golf Course in Norman. The 
Classes of 1982 and 1984 were 
also invited to attend. 

Early Surprise, a race horse 
owned by Michael and Gail 
Ahern of Purcell, won the fea-
tured allowance race on May 
28, at Remington Park under 
jockey Cristian Esqueda.

The Otha Grimes Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded to 
five Practical Nursing students: 
Stratford’s Randa Hatter, 
Purcell’s Cheyanne Hellstern, 
Wayne’s Maddison Knapp, 
Lexington’s Jazmine Patterson, 
and Noble’s Ashley Thomas. 

Purcell Municipal Hospital 
CEO Chris Wright addressed 
the council requesting a loan of 
$400,000 during a budget ap-
proval meeting. City treasurer 
Victor Lohn’s contract was also 
approved while city manager 
Dale Bunn was rehired on a 
short-term 6-month contract.

Purcell’s City Council ap-
proved a $34,180,321 budget 
for the 2023-2024 fiscal year 
during the council’s regualar 
June monthy meeting at the 
Community Room. 

Officials from Rudy Con-
struction provided updates 
regarding the Main StreetScape 
project in their second weekly 
meeting. Officials stated they 
will begin pouring concrete 

Please see Review, page 11A
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Linda Durbin
Funeral services for Linda Durbin, 70, of Purcell were held 

Friday, December 22, 2023 at the Wilson-Little Funeral Home 
Chapel. Interment was at the Lexington Cemetery under the 
direction of the Wilson-Little Funeral Home in Purcell.

Mrs. Durbin passed away on December 
18, 2023.

Linda Mae Simmons was the only child 
born to J.M. and Evelyn Simmons on March 
28, 1953, in Los Alamos, New Mexico. She 
attended school in Gardenia, California, and 
graduated in 1970.

Linda was saved in 1967 and lived for the 
Lord every day following her salvation. Linda had a thirst 
for knowledge and ever-growing faith as she continued her 
education after high school earning a Bachelor of Science 
in Theology from California Christian College, her E.T.T.A 
Teacher’s certificate, a Bachelor of Art in Biblical Studies from 
Southwestern Assemblies of God University, a Masters in New 
Testament Theology from Baptist Christian University and 
earned thirteen credits towards her Ph.D. in Theology from 
Pacific College.

Her love of learning extended beyond herself as she taught 
for several years in the Purcell and Lexington area, touching 
young minds and lives with the gifts God gave her in the 
classroom. Outside school, she ran an antique shop for several 
years and a label-maker business out of her home.

Multiple Sclerosis impacted Linda’s life, but she never allowed 
it to be in control. She became involved in MS organizations 
and used her experiences to guide others on the same path. She 
founded the S.H.A.R.E. support group and was active in the 
Oklahoma Chapter of the MS Society serving as a peer and 
support counselor, walk committee member, and volunteer 
client coordinator.

She was also involved in the I.O.O.F., Sooner AMBUCS, 
and founded ASK (AMBUCS Share4life Komputers). During 
her time in ASK Linda was responsible for the donation of 
over six thousand used and refurbished computers. She also 
was a strong advocate for making the world more accessible 
to those with disabilities.

Linda had a heart for others and poured herself into bet-
tering the world around her through education and service.  
She was a beloved wife, mother, and grandmother who will 
be dearly missed. 

She was preceded in death by her parents J.M Simmons Jr. 
and Evelyn B. McCaslin. 

She is survived by her husband, Dale R. Durbin; her chil-
dren, Cheryl Nicole Durbin, Michelle Elizabeth Hidrogo 
and husband, Logan, and Erin Grace Durbin. She also leaves 
behind her grandchildren, Naomi, Mira, Emma, Lydia, Selah 
and Lanna Mae and a host of extended family and friends.

Online condolences may be made at wilsonlittle.com.
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Monica Kelly Hack
Monica Kelly Hack died December 14, 2023, in Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma, at the age of 61 years 3 months 1 day. A rosary/
wake service was held December 18, 2023,  
at the Wadley’s Funeral Chapel.  Graveside 
services were held Tuesday, December 19, 
2023, at the Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery 
in Konowa, entrusted to the care of Wadley’s 
Funeral Service.

Monica was born on September 13, 1962, in 
Ada, Oklahoma, to proud parents James Elmer 

and Martha Bell (Stark) Johnston. She spent her formative years 
in the Purcell area and went on to receive her education from 
Purcell High School where she graduated with the class of 1980.

In the journey of her life, Monica married Cliffton Penner 
after completing her studies. However, it was Eugene Hack who 
would later become her devoted and beloved husband, celebrat-
ing a decade together this year.

Monica possessed an incomparable work ethic and pursued 
a career as a journalist before becoming an esteemed editor for 
a reputable newspaper. Her commitment to truth-seeking im-
bued every word she wrote. Her passion for expression led her 
to indulge in writing articles, stories, and poems.

Alongside her literary pursuits, Monica found solace and 
pleasure in immersing herself in books. An adventurous spirit 
coursed through Monica’s veins and she found solace amidst 
nature’s grandeur. The solace of gardening and the joy of the 
great outdoors were integral parts of her existence.

She embraced an active lifestyle, always on the go, cherish-
ing moments spent with her cherished family, especially her 
adored grandchildren. Monica’s creativity was evident through 
engaging in arts and crafts whenever she found herself in their 
tender presence.

Monica was preceded in death by her parents, James and 
Martha Johnston; and her brother, James Johnston.

Survivors include her husband, Eugene Hack; her daughters, 
Shallon LaFleur and husband, Josh, Star Dodson and husband, 
Gary, Summer Penner and Shamra Williams; her brother, Jay 
Johnston; her sister, Mary Johnston; her 14 grandchildren; her 
three great-grandchildren; and numerous other relatives and 
friends.

Monica’s memory will forever be etched in our hearts for the 
light she brought into our lives.
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Kenneth Moore
Funeral services for Kenneth Moore, 78, of Purcell were 

held Wednesday, December 27, 2023 at the Fountains of Faith 
Church in Purcell. Interment was at the Dibble Cemetery under 
the direction of the Wilson-Little Funeral Home in Purcell.

Mr. Moore passed away on December 20, 
2023.

Kenneth Dwight Moore was born to Levie 
Jerry Thomas Moore and Carmen Inez Moore 
(Ledbetter) in Chickasha, Okla. Ken grew up 
in the Dibble area and attended school there, 
graduating with the class of 1964.

He was introduced to a young lady named 
Patricia Ann Shawn in a hay barn, and they quickly fell in 
love. They were married on December 10, 1965 and shared 
58 years together.

Ken began working at a young age and was a self-made man. 
He was an entrepreneur and owned several businesses over the 
years, which afforded him many opportunities to travel and see 
the world. He worked in construction, metal buildings, and 
microwave tower installation and maintenance. Ken enjoyed 
Fox news and never missed a chance to partake in “Fine Din-
ing” at local establishments.

He was a man of great faith and was a proud member 
of Fountains of Faith Church in Purcell. He was a beloved 
husband, father, and grandfather who will be dearly missed.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Levie and Carmen 
Moore; his brothers, Bob Moore, Larry Moore and his half-
siblings, Delbert Moore, Lorene Brownen and Louise Rewak. 

Ken is survived by his wife, Pat of the home; his children, 
Jeffrey Moore of Lexington and Tammy Waldron of Tuttle; 
his siblings, Ron Moore and wife, Virgina, of Weslaco, Texas, 
Jerry Moore of Nashville, Tenn., Alma Elam of Lindsay and 
Caren Brewer of Yukon and  five grandchildren, Daniel 
Hoelting, Adam Hoelting, John Waldron, Autumn Moore, 
and Gavin Moore.

Online condolences may be made at wilsonlittle.com.

Marion Louise (Zwicker) Weeden
Marion Weeden, 99, of Allen, Texas, passed away peacefully 

on December 14, surrounded by family.
Marion Louise (Zwicker) Weeden was born 

November 14, 1924 to Ronald Guy and Myrtle 
Lena Zwicker in Leominster, Massachusetts. 
She was the second of three children born to 
the couple.

During WWII, she married Lewis Weeden, 
a young soldier stationed at nearby Ft. Devens. 
After the war, they moved to his hometown of 

Washington, Oklahoma, where they established a dairy farm and 
raised their four children. Marion was active in her community 
and worked for several years as a baker and cake decorator after 
her children were grown.

Marion was preceded in death by her parents, husband, and 
siblings, Merrill Zwicker and Dawn Lowe.

She is survived by her children, Lynne Kay (Weeden) Holkan, 
Scott Weeden, Jon Weeden and wife, Cheryl, and Lew Weeden 
and wife, Jenene; her five grandchildren, Greg Holkan and wife, 
Cindy, Whitney (Holkan) Baker and husband, Danny, Chris-
topher Weeden and wife, Joy, Lukas Weeden and wife, Mindy, 
and Landon Weeden and wife, Kayla; and great-grandchildren, 
Audrey, Micah, Charlotte, Aidan, Chloe, Tracyn and Palmer.

Marion wished to be cremated and buried beside her husband, 
Lewis, in Washington Cemetery. Information regarding the 
burial of her ashes will be shared at a later date.

The Family of Lillian Murray
Words cannot express how much we appreciate everyone for all 
the food, flowers, cards, kind words and donations bestowed 
on us during our time of sorrow. Lillian will be missed so 
much but we are all better people because she was a 

part of our life.
Janet McGowen and Family
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Darrell Gene Hamilton
Funeral services for Darrell Gene Hamilton, 74, of Purcell 

were held Wednesday, December 27, 2023 at the Wilson-Little 
Funeral Home Chapel. Interment was at Hillside Cemetery 
in Purcell under the direction of the Wilson-Little Funeral 

Home in Purcell.
Mr. Hamilton passed away on Friday, De-

cember 22, 2023.
Darrell was born September 4, 1949 in Wel-

lington, Texas, the youngest of three children 
born to Nathan and Mary Katherine (Trench) 
Hamilton. He started school in Vinson, Texas, 
before moving to Hollis, Oklahoma. He gradu-

ated with the Tigers Class of 1967.
He joined the Army National Guard in 1969, and served 

proudly for nearly 24 years of combined service.
He fell in love with his Dairy Queen sweetheart, Ranae 

Davis and married her on September 18, 1971. The young 
couple moved to Purcell the following year where they raised 
their two children, Devin and Amanda. They spent 51 years 
together in Purcell where Darrell proudly served on the Purcell 
City Council, and Darrell was proud of his work with the 
water infrastructure.

Darrell trained as a Telecommunications Engineer under his 
father-in-law, Frank Davis and worked at GTE for many years. 
Later he worked at Tinker for Red River Telecommunications.  
Darrell loved to work and was always busy doing something. 
It was said, he would break something just to fix it.

Darrell loved the outdoors; he looked forward to deer hunting 
and fishing and enjoyed riding motorcycles. He was a member 
of the 9th & Pierce Church of Christ in Purcell.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, Nathan and Mary 
Hamilton; brother, Nathan Hamilton; niece, Macey Hamilton; 
father and mother-in-law, Frank and Ila Marie Davis, and best 
friend, Ike Hart. 

Darrell is survived by his wife, Ranae of the home; son, Devin 
Hamilton and wife, Nikki, of Blanchard; daughter, Amanda 
Orr of Purcell; brother, Norman Hamilton of Wolfforth, Texas; 
grandchildren, Andrew, Daniel, Quinn, Ava, Arya and Addie 
and a host of family and friends.    

Online condolences may be made at wilsonlittle.com.
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George Demorest
Funeral services for George Demorest, 80, of Purcell, formerly 

of Mt. Clemens, Michigan, will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
December 28, 2023 at the Wilson-Little Funeral Home Cha-
pel. Services will be under the direction of the Wilson-Little 

Funeral Home in Purcell.
Mr. Demorest passed away on December 

22, 2023.
George Richard Demorest was born in 

Grosse Pointe, Michigan, on August 3, 1943 to 
Robert Edward Demorest and Irene Elizabeth 
Demorest (Marsack). George grew up in the 
Detroit area and attended school there.

For a time, he attended a seminary in hopes of becoming a 
clergyman, but life called him back to Michigan. He left home 
and school at 17 to enlist in the United States Navy in July of 
1961. George left the service in February of 1965 after serving 
proudly and suffering a severe injury to his hand.

He met a young lady named Dolores Ann Fancil through 
his sister and they quickly hit it off. George and Dolores were 
married on November 13, 1965 at St. Monica’s Catholic 
Church in Detroit, and shared 58 years of marriage together.

George worked in the automotive industry and followed 
where it led. They made their home in Detroit, Robinson, 
Illinois, and Holly, Michigan, before moving to Oklahoma. 
George worked for HB Fuller and spent his working years in 
Oklahoma at the GM plant in Oklahoma City.

While his boys were young, he served as a little league coach 
for a number of years. George took pride in watching the kids 
he coached grow in skill and fortitude as he often encouraged 
them to just “rub a little dirt on it” when times got tough. He 
was a proud supporter of his sons’ athletic endeavors as they 
transitioned to basketball and tennis, he always cheered from 
the stands and had a few pointers to share after the game.

George and Dolores moved back to Michigan in 1996 after 
their boys had finished school, and settled in Mt. Clemens. They 
called it home until heading back to Oklahoma in 2022 to be 
nearer to family. George loved watching the Detroit Pistons 
and Oklahoma City Thunder, and even optimistically rooted 
for the Lions every season. He loved the holidays, and found 
joy painting Christmas decorations, and sending e-cards for 
every occasion. He was an active member of his church, and 
sang in the choir at St. Isidore in Macomb, Michigan.

George and his beloved dog Zoey were inseparable the last 
few years. He took her for walks in the park and hand fed her 
supper every night. George was a beloved husband, father, 
and grandfather who will be dearly missed by all those who 
knew and loved him.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Irene 
Demorest and his sister, Virginia Demorest. 

George is survived by his wife, Dolores of the home; his sons, 
Richard Demorest and wife, Tabitha, of Oklahoma City, Adam 
Demorest and wife, Cherry, of Purcell, Jamie Demorest and 
wife, McKala, of Marysville, Mich., and Jason Demorest and 
wife, Irene, of Frankfurt, Germany; his siblings, Ed Demorest 
of Virginia Beach, Va., Earl Demorest of Tulsa, Okla., and John 
Demorest of Roscommon, Mich.; 10 grandchildren, Matthew, 
Chris, Julie, Kaitlyn, Tiffany, Skylar, Jayden, Olivia, Roman, 
and Ellie and two great-grandchildren, David and Isla.

Online condolences may be made at wilsonlittle.com.

Graveside services for Brenda Lile, 68, of Oklahoma City will 
be held at 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 29, 2023 at the Dibble Cemetery. 
Services will be under the direction of the Wilson-Little Funeral 
Home in Purcell.

Ms. Lile died Dec. 20, 2023.
She was born on July 17, 1955 in San Diego, Calif., one of 

four children of Billie Gene Lile and Pauline (Pope) Lile.
Survivors include her brother, Bryan Shaun Lile and several 

aunts, uncles and cousins.
Online condolences may be made at www.wilsonlittle.com.

Brenda Lile
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McClain County 
Cattlemen award 
scholarships, prizes

The McClain County Cat-
tlemen’s Association Annual 
Meeting was held November 
2 and Farm Credit of Western 
Oklahoma generously spon-
sored and prepared the meal.

The local cattlemen col-
laborated to sponsor young 
individuals in their endeavors 
through scholarships and 
awards.

The association presented 
four scholarships, valued at 
$1,000 each, to Lexie Owens, Please see Awards, page 12A

Adam Owens from Wayne, 
Cole Scott from Washing-
ton, and Rylie Hurley from 
Stratford.

Additionally, the associa-
tion awarded three showman-
ship jackets for the winners 
of the 2023 Spring Livestock 
Show Cattle Showmanship 
Contest and two Bred & 
Owned cash prizes to the win-
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405-288-6460
2652 Reece Lake Rd  |  Washington, OK
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Call us today!

Dr. Joe Carter, Dr. Jessica Carter-Arnold, Dr. Tanner Snowden & Dr. Kelly Miller
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Building a Christmas ornament
The Christmas ornaments from start to finish...fabrication and welding by MATC students...
painted and decked out with lights at Pauls Valley City Hall...all lit up and ready for photo ops! 
Taking full advantage of its lighted glory are MATC Auto Collision Repair instructor D.J. Patton’s 
children, Kaia and Mary.

MATC  students transform vision 
into reality with Christmas ornaments

In the heart of Pauls Valley, 
the city’s festive spirit received 
a remarkable boost as Larry 
Tuck, a dedicated welding 
teacher at Mid-America Tech 
Center, and his talented stu-
dents undertook the challenge 
of fabricating two grand 9’x9’ 
Christmas ornaments.

Armed with nothing but a 
picture as their guide, Tuck 
and his students embarked on 
a welding journey that resulted 
in a spectacular contribution to 
the city’s holiday decorations.

When approached to fab-
ricate a significant ornament 
for Pauls Valley, Tuck eagerly 
accepted the challenge. The 
initial reaction from the stu-
dents was, There is no way—
it’s too big!

But, with Tuck’s words of 
encouragement, “Nothing is 
too big for this class. You are 
good, hardworking students; 
let’s challenge ourselves and 
do this!”

With only a picture to guide 
them, the welding students 
at Mid-America Tech Center 
set out to transform the two-
dimensional vision into a 
three-dimensional reality.

This project not only show-
cased their welding skills but 
also highlighted their ability to 
translate artistic concepts into 
tangible structures.

To bring the 9’x9’ ornament 
to life, the welding students 
utilized almost 300 feet of 
1/2” round rod, with each rod 
standing tall at 10 feet for each 
ornament. The selection of 
robust materials ensured the 
durability of the ornament, 
making it suitable for outdoor 
display and able to withstand 
the elements.

The construction involved 
the strategic placement of 28 
vertical stays, complemented 
by a sturdy middle support 
section.

A base plate and a top plate, 
crafted to resemble a Christ-
mas ornament’s top, added 
the finishing touches to these 
impressive structures.

The welding students dem-
onstrated precision in every 
aspect of the fabrication pro-
cess. Each 10-foot rod was 
carefully cut, shaped, and 
expertly welded to create the 
intricate framework of the 
ornament.

The students paid meticu-
lous attention to detail, ensur-

ing that the final product not 
only matched the envisioned 
design but also met the high 
standards set by Tuck.

The collaboration between 
Mid-America Tech Center 
and the city of Pauls Valley 
exemplifies the power of com-
munity engagement. The orna-
ments, once completed, were 
transported to Pauls Valley, 
where they were painted and 
strewn with lights to become 
a symbol of shared effort and 
holiday spirit.

They are installed at the 
Pauls Valley City Hall and the 
Santa Fe Depot as a testament 
to the welding program’s com-
mitment to enriching the local 

community through artistry 
and craftsmanship.

Larry Tuck’s leadership and 
the welding students’ dedica-
tion at Mid-America Tech 
Center have resulted in the 
creation of truly magnificent 
holiday ornaments for Pauls 
Valley.

This collaborative effort not 
only showcases the technical 
skills of the welding team but 
also reinforces the importance 
of community involvement in 
celebrating the festive season.

The 9’x9’ Christmas orna-
ments stand as a proud testa-
ment to the fusion of art, crafts-
manship, and community spirit 
in the heart of Pauls Valley.

Courthouse News
The following persons have been 

charged by the State of Oklahoma with 
traffic or other violations or have filed 
other court actions in McClain County 
District Court between December 
14-20, 2023.

Traffic
Walbert D. Boelman, unsafe lane 

change - ST Nolo-contendre.
Kendra R. Brown, no seatbelt.
Philip E. Cannon, speeding, 65/55.
Robert Cooper, no seatbelt.
Joseph E. Corcoran, speeding, 

85/75.
Lorenzo A. Duarte, speeding, 

98/75.
Robert L. Embrey, following too 

closely.
Robert L. Embrey, fail to devote 

full attention resulting in collision.
Sammy J. Giddens, overweight - 

6001 to 7000.
Cheyenne R. McKey, overweight 

- 4001 to 5000.
Cody L. Murphy, no seatbelt (pas-

senger).
Steven L. Murphy, no seatbelt.
Natasha M. Richmond, speeding, 

85/75.
Lloyd A. Towler, operator not 

reasonable and proper.
Deana E. White, failure to yield.

Misdemeanors 
Stephanie M. White, driving a mo-

tor vehicle while under the influence 
of alcohol.

Tommy D. Sorrels, larceny of lost 
property.

Sidney R. Wallace, possession 
of CDS (methamphetamine and 
marijuana).

Peter Falcon, larceny of merchan-
dise from a retailer.

Felonies
Felix G. Galvan, domestic assault 

and battery by strangulation.
Michael L. Bonjour, burglary, 

second degree.
Dillon L. Bolding, bringing contra-

band into jail/penal institution.
Amanda Baker, bringing contra-

band into jail/penal institution.
Joseph W. Harrington, kidnapping.
William T. Ladlee II, burglary, 

second degree.
Small Claims

SJS Properties LLC vs. Skylor R. 
Watkins, forcible entry and detainer 
under $5000.

Tri City OKC MHP LLC vs. Tyler 
Chapman, forcible entry and detainer 
under $5000.

OKC Residential Income LLC vs. 
Thomas Murdock et al, forcible entry 
and detainer under $5000.

Newcastle Affordable Housing vs. 
Jonathan Herzer, forcible entry and 
detainer under $5000.

Newcastle Affordable Housing 
vs. Melissa Smith, forcible entry and 
detainer under $5000.

Civil
Credit Acceptance Corporation vs. 

Raul Alamos, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Credit Acceptance Corporation vs. 
Ronnie Daniels, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Tinker Federal Credit Union vs. 
Jesse L. Clevenger, civil action 
$10,000 or less.

TD Bank USA, N.A. vs. Felicia A. 
Salinas, civil action $10,000 or less.

Capital One, N.A. vs. Kristin E. 
Smith, civil action $10,000 or less.

Citibank NA vs. Karen Chavez, 
civil action $10,000 or less.

First National Bank of Omaha vs. 
Jerome M. Hayes, civil action $10,000 
or less.

American Express National Bank 
vs. Shawn A. Hitchcock, civil action 
$10,000 or less.

Discover Bank vs. Jacqueline A. 
Falkner, civil action $10,000 or less.

Discover Bank vs. Tiana Babb, civil 
action $10,000 or less.

Discover Bank vs. Jason L. Clev-
enger, civil action $10,000 or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Steve 
Vicsek, civil action $10,000 or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Lisa 
Clary, civil action $10,000 or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Travis 
Jones, civil action $10,000 or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Travis 
Jones, civil action $10,000 or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Madison 
Perkins, civil action $10,000 or less.

Midland Credit Management Inc vs. 
Susan D. Smith, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Neil 
Gross, civil action $10,000 or less.

Conn Appliances, Inc vs. Mark 
Fisch, civil action $10,000 or less.

Midland Credit Management vs. 
Richard R. Day, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Midland Credit Management Inc vs. 
Wendy Bennett, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Midland Credit Management Inc 
vs. Jessi Parker, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Midland Credit Management Inc 
vs. Shawn W. Parker, civil action 
$10,000 or less.

Midland Credit Management Inc vs. 
Kylee A. Shoup, civil action $10,000 
or less.

Cavalry SPV I LLC vs. Austin 
E. McDowell, civil action $10,000 
or less.

LVNV Funding LLC vs. Jim Pax-
ton, civil action $10,000 or less.

Blanchard Building Center Inc vs. 
Rock Creek Roofing and Construc-
tion, LLC, civil action $10,000 or 
more.

Union Home Mortgage Corpora-
tion vs. Kelly M. Boyd, civil action 
$10,000 or more.

BancFirst vs. Bloom Fine Homes 
LLC, civil action $10,000 or more.

Energize Credit Union vs. Lonnie 
Bewley et al, civil action $10,000 
or more.

Tinker Federal Credit Union vs. 
Michael S. Lizana et al, civil action 
$10,000 or more.

Marriages Filed 
Derrick Fant Jr., 43, and Jennifer 

S. Moulton, 46, both of Lexington.
Virgil J. M. Stillwell, 41, and Na-

tasha S. Davis, 33, both of Purcell.
Carl A. Cape, 58, and Ginger K. 

Stevens, 53, both of Washington.
Shane K. Spencer, 52, and Heather 

L. Holley, 50, both of Blanchard.
Divorces Granted

Heidi Vaughn vs. Clay Vaughn.
Mackenzie L. Cottrell vs. Leon 

D. Cottrell.
Kristen M. Ellis vs. Blake A. Ellis.
Traci Stewart vs. Evan Stewart.

closest to the street on Friday 
with the rest of the concrete 
closest to businesses set to be 
replaced two weeks later.

For the debut installment 
of the “Summer Sports Spot-
light” series, we spoke with 
Carter Goldston, a senior at 
Purcell High School who plays 
football and baseball for the 
Dragons. 

Fema announced they may 
bridge gaps for those dealing 
with uninsured or underinsured 
necessary expenses or serious 
needs resulting from the storms 
that ripped through Oklahoma 
April 19-20.

Purcell golfers Eric Denton 
and Mike Williams repeated as 
champions of the Joe Thurston 
Memorial Golf Tournament 
shooting 62-23 for a final score 
of 125. 

Purcell Junior High School 
announced their Superinten-
dent’s and Principal’s Honor 
Rolls for the second semester 
of the 2022-2023 school year.

Purcell Intermediate School’s 
principal, Tina Swayze, an-

From page 9A
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State champion
Lexington senior Janelle Winterton won State in the 300 meter hurdles for the third year in a 
row at the State meet. She ran the race in 44.82.

nounced the honor roll for the 
2022-2023 school year.

Ramona (Mayo) Wright, 85, 
of Dibble passed away May 28.

Kasey Micheal Purcell, 44, 
passed away June 1.

Shirley Annalisa (Austin) 
Henry, 87, of Lexington passed 
away June 3.

Jimmy Roy Madden, 79, of 
Washington died June 4. 

Washington graduates Kane 
Springer and Camden Bates 
played in the All-State Baseball 
game in Enid.

The Oklahoma Blood In-
stitute held a blood drive 
downtown across from First 
United Bank.

Wayne Schools approved a 
$1.5 million project to update 
classrooms and facilities in the 
elementary, middle, and high 
school buildings. 

During their June meeting, 
Purcell’s Board of Education 
hired six new teachers and 
approved the purchase of new 
textbooks and technology to-
taling over $100,000. 

Former highway patrolman 

and longtime Purcell resident 
Phillip “Flipper” Ellyson was 
crowned a State Champion at 
the Cowboy Mounted Shoot-
ing Association’s “The Sod 
Buster Event” in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma. 

Banks, federal offices, li-
braries, and the courthouse in 

McClain County closed their 
doors on June 19 to celebrate 
Juneteenth. 

Rudy Construction officials 
announced they would con-
tinue working toward their 
August deadline despite rain 
delays in their second weekly 
meeting. 

Purcell rainfall totals were 
down 10 inches compared to 
last year’s mid-June report. 

Purcell City Hall closed on 
June 28 for training. 

The Oklahoma School of 
Science and Mathematics 
and its Board of Trustees an-
nounced Tony Cornforth of 
Purcell as the school’s new 
president. 

The flashing lights near 
Purcell Public School sites 
continued to operate as a safety 
precaution for those attending 
summer school. 

Blanchard, Dibble, New-
castle, Purcell, and Pauls Val-
ley each showed their biggest 
gains in the sales tax/use tax 
categories in June. 

Oklahoma lawmakers voted 
not to join an interstate effort to 
counter voter fraud, citing dis-
satisfaction with the Electronic 
Registration Information Cen-

Please see Review, page 12A
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She was arrested by Deputy  
Shane McCraw after he found 
her in a bathroom under a pile 
of clothes.

Bryant and Martin were 
charged with possession of 
burglary tools, burglary II and 
possession of drugs, according 

to the sheriff’s department.
The residence, reported to 

be vacant, had been ransacked 
with clothing, miscellaneous 
tools, paperwork and other 
household items on the floor 
apparently pulled out of draw-
ers.

From page 1A
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Gonna’ be nice
Purcell Parks and Recreation Director John Blue announced 
at last week’s city council meeting the grand opening of the 
new playground equipment at the city lake will be August 19.

ter’s leadership, uncertainty 
about membership costs, and 
data privacy concerns. 

The Third Annual Jimmy 
Criswell Memorial Car Show 
took place Saturday, June 17, 
and featured music, burgers, a 
50/50 raffle, door prizes, and a 
Main Street Cruise. Proceeds 
benefited Jana Selman and her 
family. 

The Washington Masonic 
Lodge sponsored an all-you-
can-eat breakfast on June 17 to 
raise money for the Children’s 
Hospital Foundation.

Veterans, active duty mili-
tary, and their descendants were 
invited to the American Legion 
building for breakfast spon-
sored by the local Walmart and 
the American Legion Post 301. 

Purcell’s Independence Day 
Celebration took place on June 
30 and featured food trucks, 
games, a car show, and a fire-
works display. 

Melinda Myers shared some 
tips and tricks for readers to 
utilize when gardening under 
a black walnut tree. 

Due to another year of re-
cord-high temperatures, some 
searched for ways to keep plants 
thriving while conserving water 
in the sweltering summer heat. 

The Red Cross shared some 
tips to help readers stay safe 
while enjoying the outdoors 
all summer. 

Brenda Garrison Stovall, 
74, of Lexington, passed away 
on June 11, 2023, in Norman, 
Oklahoma. 

Rowdy Dale Richmond, 57, 
died May 31, 2023, in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

Harry Leighton Buck, 55, 
died unexpectedly and peace-
fully in Purcell, Oklahoma, on 
June 4, 2023. 

Larry David Short, 71, died 
June 6, 2023, in Norman, 
Oklahoma. 

Sammie Estelle Herring, 79, 
of Purcell, died June 12, 2023.

Sara Valenzuela de Viezcas, 
85, died June 9, 2023, in Okla-
homa City. 

Washington High School 
seniors Presley Strickland, 
Baylor Haynes, and Cole Beller 
represented WPS at Oklahoma 
Girls and Boys State, a pres-
tigious leadership experience 
sponsored by the American 
Legion of Oklahoma. 

Presley Strickland was elect-
ed and served as City Election 
Board Member, City Judge, 
Sergeant at Arms for county 
meetings, and several other 
positions at the 2023 American 
Legion Oklahoma Girls State.

Mid-America Technology 
students in the Criminal Justice 
program attended the Okla-
homa Highway Patrol 49th 
Cadet Lawman Academy in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, from 

June 4-10.
Washington High School’s 

Cam Bates and Marlon Moore 
were named to the Little All-
City first team, with Washing-
ton’s Kane Springer also named 
to the second team.

McClain County Sheriff 
Deputy Shane McCraw and 
his K-9 drug dog, Spike, took 
about $100,000 worth of fen-
tanyl pills off the street during 
a routine traffic stop.

Nearly two years since their 
last meeting, Purcell Alumni 
held a reunion featuring a me-
morial service for those who 
passed between reunions and 
a dinner catered by The Barlor 
OKC. 

For the second installment 
of our “Summer Sports Spot-
light,” we spoke with Parker 
Goldston, the mascot for Pur-
cell High School.

The Criswell Family held 
their Third Annual Jimmy 
Criswell Memorial Car Show 
Saturday, June 17, at the Purcell 
City Lake. Proceeds supported 
Purcell resident Jana Selman 
and her family. 

According to Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol, a 20-year-old 
Wayne resident, Jason Layne 
Hoskins, died in a fatal crash 
after his vehicle veered off the 
road on June 17. 

After awarding more than $2 
million in disaster assistance 
to those affected by the April 
19-20 storms that produced 
straight-line winds, tornadoes, 
and severe weather, FEMA 
closed assistance registration 
on June 23. 

Purcell Municipal Hospital’s 
new sign arrived on June 19. 

As June winded down, tem-
peratures continued to rise well 
into the 90s.

Sunray Baptist Church host-
ed its SummerSing gospel 
singing service on June 24 with 
musical guests Sound Street 
and Lauren Talley.

The Purcell City Hall closed 
its doors for a few hours on June 
28 for training. 

Purcell’s Independence Day 
Celebration took place on June 
30 at the Purcell City Lake and 
featured food trucks, games, 
a car show, and a fireworks 
display. 

Students entering the seventh 
grade at Purcell Junior High had 
to show proof of the TDAP shot. 

The Cleveland County Rural 
Water, Sewer, Gas, and Solid 
Waste Management District 
No. 1 received $1,000,000 
in funds from the Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board to 
improve the district’s water 
infrastructure. 

A discovery at the Oklahoma 
Medical Research Foundation 
began paving a path toward a 
more accurate and less intrusive 
diagnosis of Sjörgen’s disease, 
an autoimmune disorder affect-
ing up to 4 million Americans. 

The polling place for Pre-
cinct 440007 changed from 
the former destination, Unity 
Missionary Baptist Church, to 
the current destination at Mid-
America Technology Center 
to account for a larger group 
of voters and redistricting 
concerns.  

Elizabeth Perigo Cantrell, 
99, of Purcell, passed away on 
June 15, 2023, surrounded by 
her family. 

Gaylon Gray, 80, of Purcell, 
passed away on June 17, 2023. 

Janette Viola Troutman-
Bacon, 84, of Lexington, died 
June 15, 2023, in Lexington 
Nursing Home. 

Jason Layne Hoskins, 20, 
died unexpectedly on June 17, 
2023, in Purcell, Oklahoma.

With help from partners at the 
American Legion Post 0310, 
the Washington Fire Depart-
ment held a Fourth of July 
Freedom Weekend featuring 
a fish fry, food trucks, bouncy 
houses, yard games, a firework 
show, and a raffle for new rifles. 

Wildflowers sprouted up 
alongside Oklahoma’s road-
ways this spring and summer 
thanks to work from Color 
Oklahoma, a committee that 
offers matching grants to cities 
and organizations looking to 
plant wildflower seeds across 
the state.

Purcell Premier softball team 
went 6-1 to win the USSSA 11u 
Open State Championship at 
FireLake Ballfields in Shawnee 
June 9-11. 

Senator James Lankford met 
with about 30 citizens at the 
Heart of Oklahoma Chamber of 
Commerce to provide updates 
from Washington, D.C., and 
answer questions about the 
country’s future. 

Members of Landmark 
Church returned from their 

mission trip in Belize after 
two weeks of work, where they 
helped build a new church for 
local villagers. 

For the third installment of 
our “Summer Sports Spot-
light,” we spoke with Katy 
Keith, a senior at Purcell High 
School that plays tennis for the 
Dragons.

Randy Rolin was one of the 
four lives claimed in the EF3 
tornado that leveled much of 
Matador, Texas June 21.

McClain County Deputies 
Damon Slabaugh and Shane 
McCraw shared their own per-
spectives on policing with their 
K-9 partners, Ares and Spike.

The Purcell Register and city 
offices in Purcell, Goldsby, 
Lexington, Washington, and 
Wayne all announced clos-
ings to celebrate the Fourth of 
July. Banks, post offices, the 
McClain County Courthouse, 
federal offices, and the Purcell 
Public Library all took the day 
off. 

A tropical-type storm dumped 
1.5” of rain in Purcell to cap off 
another wet June and bring the 
season total to 18.35”, on par 
for season averages but behind 
last year’s total of 26” this time 
of year.

The City of Purcell intro-
duced a new messaging system 
for general and emergency 
alerts that will provide lifesav-
ing information during adverse 
weather as well as updates on 
power outages or other service 
interruptions.  

Lexington High School ap-
pointed former Westmoore 
coach Wes Moore as their new 
Athletic Director. Although this 

is his first job as an Athletic 
Director, Moore boasts 18 years 
of coaching experience and two 
Master’s degrees. 

The University of Oklahoma 
announced its Spring 2023 
honor roll. A total of 8,644 
students made the honor roll, 
with 3,833 of those students 
also being named to the Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll. 

The 2023 Practical Nursing 
class of Mid-America Technol-
ogy Center held its graduation 
ceremony on the evening of 
June 16 in the Health Careers 
Center to congratulate all 30 
graduates on their dedication 
and achievements. 

Pioneer Library System was 
named a 2023 John Cotton 
Dana Award winner at this 
year’s American Library As-
sociation Annual Conference 
in Chicago for moving beyond 
traditional marketing methods 
and creating a targeted mixed 
media campaign that led to a 
record-breaking summer in 
2022. 

Ronald “Keith” Smith, 
D.D.S, passed away on June 
11, 2023, at the age of 71.

Randy Rolin, 59, of Purcell, 
passed away on June 21, 2023. 

Misty Dawn Hernandez, 37, 
died unexpectedly on June 25, 
2023. 

Purcell High School Alumni 
remembered those who passed 
away since their last reunion 
during a memorial service on 
Red Hill as part of the PHS re-
union weekend, which featured 
a banquet and dinner. 

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Pouring begins
Forms began being filled with concrete in June for the Main 
StreetScape project that concluded in late November.
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ners of the 2023 Fall Free Fair.

The association also orga-
nized a scholarship fundrais-
ing event that comprised a 
raffle for a handmade buck-
board bench, an auction for 
handmade glider bench by 
Gary Perry of Washington, 
Okla., and a pie and cake 
auction held at the Annual 
Banquet.

The association also auc-
tioned off the weekend use of 

a skid steer from OK Rents 
in Norman.

The success of the event 
was made possible by the 
support of various sponsors 
including OK Rents, Farmers 
Union Coop, Livestock Nu-
trition, Zoetis, Elanco, P&K 
Equipment, MWI Animal 
Health, Livestock Nutrition 
Center, Xpressions by Amy 
Lynn and Ok Beef Consul-
tants.
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DIVISION 1 - DAILIES 
Population more than 30,000

Points in the first eight categories determine the Sequoyah Award winner in each division. See total 
points for Sequoyah Award at right. Points are awarded on the following scale:

 EVENTS 1-3  EVENTS 4-8
1st Place  110 Points  100 Points
2nd Place  80 Points  70 Points
3rd Place  60 Points  50 Points

AWARD WINNING LOGO:
Download at 

www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

As an award winner in the 2021 OPA Better Newspaper 
Contest, your newspaper may run the Award Winning Ad 
and Award Winning Logo in your publication for the next 
year. Download the ad and logo at:

www.OkPress.com/ 
contest-winners-2021

AWARD WINNING AD. Download at www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

You’re looking at an 
AWARD-WINNING 
NEWSPAPER! 

We’re proud to announce that this newspaper was named the 
Sequoyah Award Winner in the Oklahoma Press Association’s 
2021 Better Newspaper Contest. The Sequoyah Award is the 
highest honor presented in the annual competition.

We took a moment to celebrate this achievement, but are once 
again working hard to bring you news that you trust.

For the next year, we will proudly display 
the 2021 award-winning emblem, which 
signifies continued excellence and service  
to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.
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Thanks to fast and pro-
fessional work by the City 
of Purcell Water Depart-
ment employees, water 
service was restored in a 

matter of hours follow-
ing a major main break at 
Canadian and Adams last 
Saturday.

Water Department Su-
perintendent Michael Mi-
nor told The Purcell Reg-

ister first his department 
had to find out where the 
break was and then isolate 
portions of the main for 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Water service 
disrupted 
Main break at Canadian and Adams was the culprit

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Ground zero
The main.water.line.from.the.wells.in.Lexington.sustained.a.major.break.at.the.corner.of.
Canadian.and.Adams.January.14.with.water.service.cut.off.to.the.entire.town.of.Purcell..
Some.residents.had.water.as.early.as.4.a.m..City.officials.said.water.pressure.was.fully.
restored.to.most.all.customers.by.Sunday.afternoon.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Pulled over
Purcell Police.and.Fire.units.were.called.to.the.scene.in.the.
800.block.of.South.Green.Avenue.last.Thursday.afternoon.
where.oil.spilled.from.large.industrial.vehicles..Firefighters.
applied.Sphag.and.oil.dry.to.the.spill.area..There.was.also.
spillage.on.SH.39.under.the.I-35.bridge,.where.officials.said.
one.of.the.large.pieces.of.equipment.struck.the.beams.of.
the.bridge.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Repairs continue
Flame On.Inc.,.a.contractor.who.specializes.in.bridge.beam.
repair,. continues. its. work. to. correct. damages. sustained.
by.the.I-35.bridge.over.SH.39.last.Thursday..ODOT.crews.
responded.immediately.and.declared.an.emergency..SH.39.
and.the.southbound.lanes.of.I-35.are.both.narrowed.to.one.
lane.and.will.remain.that.way.until.the.bridge.is.completely.
repaired.

Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) 
officials have confirmed to 
The Purcell Register that 
I-35 will be constricted to 
one lane southbound over 
SH 39 until at least the end 

of the week.
Northbound lanes and 

the on ramp at mile marker 
91 were reopened Monday 
afternoon.

The bridge was damaged 

I-35/SH 39 
lane closures
Southbound lanes at SH 39  
still down to one lane
John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

A caterpillar scraper driven 
by Brandon Neil Siegfried 
of Jones struck all 10 beams 
running underneath the I-35 

bridge over SH 39 last 
Thursday afternoon causing 
extensive damage.

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Driver cited for leaving 
accident scene at bridge
Bridge repairs ongoing

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

When Kristel Gray says 
the courthouse is her second 
home, she isn’t stretching the 
truth very far.

When she was growing 
up in Purcell her mother, 
Joyce Mosely, was the Dis-
trict Court Clerk from 1955 
serving in that capacity until 
1995.

So Kristel was at the court 
clerk’s office a lot.

The 1988 Purcell High 
School graduate went to 
work for Associate District 
Judge Noah Ewing as his 
bailiff in December of 1989 
at the ripe old age of 19.

Two of her years in high 
school included training at 
the Technology Center in 
business and office.

She worked in that capac-
ity until Dec. 31, 1996 when 
she went to work as a deputy 
to Court Clerk Lynda Baker 
who succeeded her mother in 
that position.

Gray worked for Baker 
until she took over as the 
District Court Clerk. She 
was sworn in as Court Clerk 
April 1, 2016.

“I have been here my entire 
life,” she said.

Gray explained how her 
mother ran against the in-
cumbent Tam Autry and 
defeated him for the office.

“Back then (in 1955) it was 
unheard of for a woman to 
beat a man,” Gray said.

The most trying part of 
her job is during jury terms, 
Gray admitted.

 “No one wants to be here 
for jury duty,” she said.

Normally for a jury term 
Gray requests about 300 
people to comprise the jury 
pool but this upcoming term 
that begins February 13 she 
has sent out 500 calls for 
jury duty.

With the large amount of 
people the court has moved 
the first days of the jury trial 

Please see Neighbor, back page

Kristel Gray

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

Input sought on I-35 widening 
projects in McClain County

The Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(ODOT) is seeking public 
input on widening I-35 
from four to six lanes 

between mile marker 100 
just south of Ladd Road 
(mm 101) to just north of 
SH-9 West (mm 106) at the 
Cleveland and McClain 

County line.
The proposed projects 

Thompson to be inducted 
into the OSU Hall of Fame

Major General Michael 
C. Thompson of Edmond is 
one of four honorees being 
inducted into the Oklahoma 
State University Hall of 
Fame.

The OSU Alumni As-
sociation is hosting the 
induction ceremony Friday, 
February 10, at the Cono-
coPhillips OSU Alumni 
Center in Stillwater.

Induction into the OSU 
Hall of Fame is the high-
est honor bestowed by the 
university. It recognizes 

alumni and former students 
with outstanding lifetime 
achievements in society and 
professional life.

Major General Michael C. 
Thompson is a 1980 gradu-
ate of Purcell High School 
and graduated from OSU 
with a master’s degree in 
natural and applied science 
in 1998.

He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in corrections and 

Michael C. Thompson

Please see Water, back page

Please see Widening, back page

Please see Thompson, back page
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We’re proud to announce that this newspaper was named the 
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We took a moment to celebrate this achievement, but are once 
again working hard to bring you news that you trust.

For the next year, we will proudly display 
the 2021 award-winning emblem, which 
signifies continued excellence and service  
to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.
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The National Weather 
Service confirmed to The 
Purcell Register it was an 
EF2 tornado that damaged 

the David J. Perry Airport at 
Goldsby Sunday night and 
then moved into the eastern 
sides of Norman doing ex-
tensive damage.

The NWS spokesman 

said the tornado passed 
right by their building after 
it formed just southwest of 
the Goldsby Airport about 
9:15 p.m.

Goldsby Mayor Glenn 

Berglan reported the twister 
knocked over two 18-wheel 
trucks and overturned a 
couple of recreational ve-
hicles at Floyd’s RV, 912 N. 
Adkins Hill Road.

The NWS also said one 
power line in Goldsby was 
taken out by the storm.

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

EF2 tornado 

hits David J. Perry Airport
Hangars damaged or destroyed with 15 planes damaged

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Tornado damage
Sunday’s tornado.that.ripped.through.Norman.spun.up.just.to.the.southwest.of.the.David.J..Perry.Airport.in.Goldsby.and.heavily.damaged.hangars.at.
the.facility.before.heading.into.Cleveland.County..In.addition.to.the.structural.damage,.15.planes.were.damaged.

Two Washington High 
School Seniors are among the 
top 100 scholars in Oklahoma.

Kate Boothe and Jennie 
Higdon have been selected 
by the Oklahoma Foundation 
for Excellence as Academic 
All-State Scholars.

Boothe has made the su-
perintendent’s honor roll 
every semester and has won 
the OSSM Master of Integra-
tion Award, has been named 
the outstanding achievement 
award winner for pre-calculus, 
English II, English III, Spanish 

Academic 
All-
Staters
Washington 
has two on 
prestigious list 
of top 100
John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Kate Boothe and  
Jennie Higdon

Pair found 
guilty of murder
Sentenced to life without parole

The first degree murder 
trial of Debbie Azelea Senft 
and Zachary Tyler Mussett, 
a mother and son, ended 
with a guilty verdict last 
week in McClain County 
District Court.

The six man, six woman 
jury sentenced the Texar-
kana, Texas, pair to life with-
out parole for the murder of 
Michael McGuffee north 
of Blanchard in October 
of 2021.

The pair got 35 years for 
a first degree arson charge 
against them.

After the crime the pair 
fled to Wyoming where they 
were arrested prior to being 
extradited back to McClain 

County.
The first degree murder 

trial against Joshua Allen 
Finkbeiner before District 
Judge Leah Edwards is 
ongoing.

Finkbeiner is accused 
along with Daniel Vasquez 
and Stacy Harjo of stran-
gling Shaliyah Toombs in 
April of 2018.

Toombs was pregnant at 
the time so Finkbeiner is 
also accused of killing an 
unborn child.

Prosecutors are seeking 
the death penalty in the 
case which is expected 
to take between five and 
seven weeks.

JohnDennyMontgomery
The Purcell RegisterA trio of Oklahoma as-

sociations including the 
Sheriff’s Association, Chiefs 
of Police and the District 
Attorneys Association are 
teaming together to support 
public safety.

They are forming the 
Oklahoma Public Safety 
Coalition (OPSC) to support 
policy initiatives that further 
public safety in the state and 
actively oppose policies that 
would threaten public safety.

McClain County Sheriff 
Landy Offolter said he is in 
complete agreement with the 
coalition and the work it will 
perform.

“I support the OPSC and 
their efforts to promote 
public safety in the state,” 

Offolter said.
“Our sheriffs and their 

deputies put their lives on the 
line every day to help protect 
innocent Oklahomans. As 
president of the OSA, it has 
become apparent to me that 
we need to work together 
with like-minded partners 
who consistently engage at 
the Capitol to fight for safety 
in Oklahoma,” explained Lo-
gan County Sheriff Damon 
Devereaux.

“The fight for law and 
order begins at our state 
Capitol. Everyday, our policy 
makers consider legislation 
which impacts thousands 

Supporting 
public safety
Coalition getting three-prong support

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Legislative update
State senator.Jessica.Garvin.spoke.to.the.Heart.of.Oklahoma.
Chamber. of. Commerce. Friday. during. their. legislative.
luncheon..Garvin.is.sponsoring.on.a.variety.of.bills.this.session,.
in.addition.to.chairing.the.General.Government.Committee.

Please see Tornado, back page

Please see All-State, back page

Please see Safety, back page Please see Guilty, back page
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The Heart of Okla-
homa’s annual awards 
banquet went off without 
a hitch last Thursday 
night at Southwind Hills 
in Goldsby.

The sold-out crowd 
dined on pork tenderloin, 

potatoes, vegetables and 
salad.

A live auction raised 
$6,800 during the event.

The Goldsby organi-
zation that was honored 
was The Hope Center 
that helps women with 

addiction issues.
Greg Wheat was named 

the Purcell Citizen of 
the Year. Wheat, who is 
recovering from surgery 

Awards 
presented at 

banquet

 • Photo provided

Spirit Guardian
Charlie Sherman,. life-long. resident. of. Purcell. and. former. bank. president,. was.
honored.at.last.week’s.chamber.of.commerce.banquet.as.the.Giving.Time.Spirit.
Guardian.recipient..Chamber.president.Rebekah.Lynam.and.mayor.Graham.Fishburn.
made.the.presentation.

Lexington’s annual 89er’s 
Day Celebration will be Friday 
and Saturday.

Saturday’s parade begins 
at 2 p.m.

Registration for Saturday’s 
car show begins at 8 a.m. 
with the awards presentation 
at 11.

89er’s 
Day 
celebration

If you saw 8-year-old 
Ivan Rodriguez on the ball 
field, you would not see him 
differently than any of the 
other children on the field.

That’s just the way his 
mother, Crystal Bennett 
likes it. 

Ivan was diagnosed with 
Autism at the age of three. 
Since then he has proven 
doctors wrong time and 

time again.
Crystal fostered Ivan 

when he was a newborn. He 
was born addicted to four 
different drugs and spent 
three months in NICU. She 
adopted him after he turned 
a year old. 

She was told he may never 
walk or talk. He certainly 
couldn’t learn to read or 

RebeccaAndrews
For The Purcell Register

Living life to 
the fullest
Despite Autism Ivan Rodriguez 
learning and playing ball

 • Photo provided

Winning bling
Wayne Red.Sox.baseball.player.Ivan.Rodriguez.displays.
a.championship.ring.the.team.recently.won.

The City of Purcell has set 
free limb/brush collection 
for curb-side pickup for the 
time frame of May 1-26.

Purcell residents living 
north of Grant Street need 
to have brush and limbs at 
the curb by Sunday, April 30.

The city will pick up that 
debris between Monday, 
May 1,  and Friday, May 5.

Residents living north 
south of Highway 39 need 
to have brush and limbs at 
the curb by Sunday, May 7.

The city will pick up that 
debris between Monday, 
May 8,  and Friday, May 12.

Purcell residents living 

Brush  
pickup

Jim Tyler began his career 
in law enforcement when 
he was discharged from the 
Navy.

After some time work-
ing at an aircraft factory, 
he settled onto the police 
force in San Diego, CA for 
15 years. 

He spent the middle years 
of his career in Lindsay 

RebeccaAndrews
For The Purcell Register

In the rearview mirror

 • Photo provided

Retirement reception
When Jim Tyler.hung.up.his.badge.and.weapon,.he.was.honored.with.a.retirement.
reception.at.the.McClain.County.Courthouse..Among.those.on.hand.for.the.event,.
from.left,.were.Sheriff.Landy.Offolter,.Ruth.Tyler,.Jim.and.former.Sheriff.Don.Hewett.

Purcell 
Animal 
Shelter 
donation 
drive 
Saturday

The City of Pur-
cell’s Community 
Outreach Committee 
will be hosting the first an-
nual Animal Shelter Donation 
Drive.

You can help 
our local ani-
mal shelter by 
donating time, money, and 
much needed items. While the 
shelter budget allows 
it to provide the basics 
for the pets that are 
cared for, additional 
contributions help organizers 
go the extra mile to provide 
the high level of 
care these animals 
deserve. There are 
several ways the 
public can help.

Donation wish list items 
include cleaning sup-
plies such as Clorox 
wipes, bleach, laundry 
detergent, paper towels; 
pet food (Fancy Feast Kitten 
wet food, Friskies shreds wet 
food, pedigree chopped adult 
dog wet food); treats; toys; 

Live auction raises $6,800

Jim Tyler’s long 
and storied law 
enforcement 
career

Please see Shelter, back page

Please see 89er, back page

Please see Brush, back page

Please see Banquet, back page

Please see Tyler, back page

Please see Ivan, back page
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New boss
The new.head.coach. for. the.Purcell.Dragon. football. team,.
Aaron.Dillard,.with. son. Lincoln. and.wife. Emily..Dillard.was.
officially.hired.by.the.board.of.education.Monday..

The Purcell Dragons have 
a new skipper but he’s not 
new to the program or the 
community.

Aaron Dillard, son of former 
Dragon assistant coach Greg 
Dillard and his wife, Tammy, 
was officially hired by the 
Board of Education Monday 
in a special called meeting 

at the Administration Building.
The 2005 PHS graduate 

has coached at Lexington, 
Yukon and Piedmont during 
his 13-year career coaching 

high school football.
He has served as the offensive 

He assumes command of team he once played for

All lanes of southbound 
and northbound I-35 are now 
open over SH 
39, about 1 
mile north 
of SH 74 
(Exit 91) in 
Purcell.

O D O T 
officials an-
nounced Monday 
the north and southbound 
shoulders are now open as 
well over SH 39.

With the completion of 
repairs to the bridge over 
SH 39 all lanes of that state 
highway are now open.

The I-35 bridge was dam-
aged January 12 by a piece 

All I-35 
lanes 
open
SH 39 has also 
reopened all lanes

Aaron Dillard 

new 
PHS coach

Purcell High School’s 
2023 Basketball Homecom-
ing will be held at The Re-
imer Center Friday at 6 p.m.

After the coronation, the 
Dragons will play Davis. The 
boys game will be played 
first starting at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by the girl’s game.

This year’s Queen Candi-
dates are senior basketball 
players Genesis Canales, 
KK Eck, Yoselin Estrada and 

Lauren Holmes
The senior King Candi-

dates are basketball players 
Lincoln Eubank, Malachi 
Evans, Brody Galyean, 
Hayden Ice and Hayden 
Renfro. 

Genesis Canales is the 
daughter of Misael and 
Elizabeth Reyes. She has 
one sister, Isabella. She 
loves traveling and hanging 
out with family and friends. 

After graduation, she plans 
to finish cosmetology at the 
technology center.

KK Eck is the daughter 
of Jeff and Kelly Eck. She 
has one brother, Tripp. She 
is a member of the National 
Honor Society, Student 
Council, Prom Committee, 
Principal Student Advisory 

PHS homecoming Friday
Coronation at 6 p.m. at The Reimer Center

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

The court
Purcell’s 2023.basketball.homecoming.court.are.front.row,.from.left,.crown.bearer.Beau.
Cunnius,.Genesis.Canales,.KK.Eck,.Lauren.Holmes.and.Yoselin.Estrada..Back.row.-.Hayden.
Ice,.Lincoln.Eubank,.Brody.Galyean,.Hayden.Renfro.and.Malachi.Evans..Not.pictured:.
flower.girl.Layla.Smith.

Warrior coronation Friday
John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Prior to the Washing-
ton basketball games with 
Bridge Creek Friday night 
will be the 2023 high school 
homecoming coronation.

The ceremony will begin 
at 6 p.m. with the crowning 

of the King and Queen.
The boys will play the first 

game at 6:30 p.m. followed 
by the girls around 8 p.m.

Queen candidates include 
freshman Haylee Hender-
son, junior Brinley Thomas, 
sophomore Breanna Lindert, 
senior Kelby Hodges, senior 

Kyndall Wells and senior 
Daisy Lampkin.

King candidates include 
senior Jaden Cornelius, 
senior Cash Andrews, se-
nior Hayden Hicks, senior 

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Washington royalty
Homecoming at.Washington.will.be.Friday.night.at.6.p.m..in.the.Washington.Event.Center..
The.Court.includes,.front.row,.from.left,.Jett.Tims,.Krozlie.Simon.and.Curry.Tims..Middle.
row.-.Haylee.Henderson,.Brinley.Thomas,.Breanna.Lindert,.Kelby.Hodges,.Kyndall.Wells.
and.Daisy.Lampkin..Back. row.-.Jaden.Cornelius,.Cash.Andrews,.Hayden.Hicks,.Drew.
McCalilp,.Sam.Hedenberg.and.Danny.Chavia.

Please see I-35, back page

Please see Warriors, back page

Please see Dragons, back page

Please see Coach, back page

Snow fell all day Tuesday 
in the Heart of Oklahoma 
anywhere from heavy to 
moderate into the night.

Roadways and sidewalks 
were not hampered but up to 
three inches of snow was on 

grassy areas.
The snow was very wet 

which helps in the dry con-
ditions.

Day-long snowfall

Please see Snow, back page
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You’re looking at an 
AWARD-WINNING 
NEWSPAPER! 

We’re proud to announce that this newspaper was named the 
Sequoyah Award Winner in the Oklahoma Press Association’s 
2021 Better Newspaper Contest. The Sequoyah Award is the 
highest honor presented in the annual competition.

We took a moment to celebrate this achievement, but are once 
again working hard to bring you news that you trust.

For the next year, we will proudly display 
the 2021 award-winning emblem, which 
signifies continued excellence and service  
to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.
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Pioneer Library System named

It was at a Thursday eve-
ning awards ceremony at 
Norman’s Embassy Suites 
that Pioneer Library Sys-
tem (PLS) took home the 
freshly-minted top award 
of Library of the Year.

PLS Executive Director 
Lisa Wells accepted the 
award from presenter Tim 
Miller, Executive Director 
of Western Plains Library 
System and current Okla-
homa Library Association 
President.

Scott Martin, Norman 
Chamber of Commerce 
President/CEO, submitted 
the nomination on PLS’s 
behalf.

“This is awarded to a li-
brary or library system that 
has provided outstanding 
programs and services 
that can be a model for 
other libraries, or that has 
made a significant impact 
on the lives of people 
in their communities,” 
Miller shared in the award 
description.

The ceremony, a high-
light of the 2023 joint 
conference of the Okla-
homa Library Associa-
tion and Mountain Plains 
Library Association, held 
March 8-10, also saw PLS 
staff receive a number of 
awards.

Special Meritorious Ser-

vice Awards went to PLS 
Branch Managers Phil 
Clark, Moore; Beth Lyle, 
Tecumseh; and Rebekah 
Lynam, Purcell. Computer 
Training Center Manager 
Aaron Pence, Norman, 

received the Oklahoma 
Library Service Award.

PLS Board Member 
Marissa Lightsey was 

• Photo provided

Library of the Year
PLS Executive.Director.Lisa.Wells.accepted.the.Library.
of.the.Year.award.from.presenter.Tim.Miller,.Executive.
Director.of.Western.Plains.Library.System.and.current.
Oklahoma.Library.Association.President.

House 
approves 
Teacher/
Student 
Scholarship 
legislation

A trio of bills aimed at 
recruiting more teachers for 
Oklahoma classrooms and 
assisting Oklahoma students 
passed the House today.

The legislation is authored 
by Mark McBride, R-Moore, 
who chairs the House Appro-
priations & Budget Subcom-
mittee for Education.

Two of the measures would 
expand scholarships for stu-
dents electing to enter teacher 
preparation programs, includ-
ing those for critical industries.

“In order to thrive and suc-
ceed to their fullest potential 
in our schools, students need 
a knowledgeable, passionate 
and dedicated teacher,” Mc-
Bride said. “Unfortunately, 
Oklahoma like other states are 
suffering a prolonged teacher 
shortage. These bills will help 
incentivize those who choose 
to enter this noble profession. 
This will benefit our students 
and all of our state.”

House Bill 2555 creates the 
Oklahoma Critical Industries 

The eight man, four wom-
an jury that found Joshua Al-
len Finkbeiner guilty of kill-

ing Shaliyah 
Toombs and 
her unborn 
child April 
29 ,  2018 
has reached 
a decision 
on his sen-
tence.

Prosecu-
tors were seeking the death 
penalty in the killing but the 
jury has ruled his sentence 

will be life in prison without 
the possibility of parole.

Also charged in con-
nection with the death of 
Toombs is Stacy Harjo, 
who remains in the McClain 
County Jail.

Her trial, which will be 
heard before District Judge 
Leah Edwards, is set for later 
this year.

Toombs was strangled to 
death.

Jurors deliberated for two 
hours in the sentencing phase 
of the trial.

Finkbeiner gets 
life without parole

Flames to Hope Equine-
Assisted Services is a local 
non-profit organization us-
ing miniature horses to help 
heal the hearts and minds of 
those in need.

It comes as no surprise to 
citizens in the heart of horse 
country that horses have 
proven their ability to calm 
the mind, sooth the soul, and 
heal the body for millennia.

Flames to Hope uses their 
string of tiny miniature 
horses to do just that here in 
Central Oklahoma. 

The therapeutic value of 
horses was documented as 
far back as 600 B.C.

Since ancient times horses 
have been used to improve 
the lives of those who care 
for them.

Throughout the 50’s and 

Please see Neighbors, back page

Interesting
Neighbors
Everyone has a story

 • Photo provided

Royalty
Ron and.Kelly.King.and.two.of.their.mini.horses,.Marshmallow.and.Reba,.that.are.
used.as.therapeutic.healers.

AG Drummond 
targets scam robocalls

Attorney General Gentner 
Drummond warned Oklaho-
ma residents today about the 
pitfalls of illegal robocalls as 
part of National Consumer 
Protection Week.

The week, which ran 
March 5-11 this year, is des-
ignated for helping people 
understand their consumer 
rights and avoid frauds and 
scams.

“Fraudulent robocalls that 
are enabled by a variety of 
voice service providers steal 
billions of dollars from hard-
working Americans each 
year,” Drummond said. “I am 
committed to fighting against 

this illegal and predatory 
practice to protect the rights 
of Oklahomans.”

More than 33 million scam 
robocalls are made to Ameri-
cans every day, according to 
the National Consumer Law 
Center (NCLC) and Elec-
tronic Privacy Information 
Center (EPIC).

These illegal calls often 
scare senior citizens into 
believing they need to pay 
thousands of dollars to main-
tain access to their Social Se-
curity or other government 

David Stull • The Purcell Register

Spring has sprung
Mother Nature.showing.off.some.beauty.and.it.seems.to.be.
happening.a.little.earlier.than.normal.this.year.

of 
the YearLibrary

RebeccaAndrews
The Purcell Register

Finkbeiner

Please see Bill, back page

Please see Robocalls, back page

Please see Library, back page
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Region 5 
Honors
Four coaches from 
Washington have 
been honored by 
the OCS.

All-Star honors
Hayden Ice has 
been selected to 
play in the All-Star 
game June 3.
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to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.

TWO COLUMN (12P)
4.08” X 7.5”

20
21

 B
ETTER NEWSPAPER CONTESTAWARD 

WINNER
Presented by the
Oklahoma Press

Association

20
21

 B
ETTER NEWSPAPER CONTESTSEQUOYAH

AWARD 
WINNER

Presented by the
Oklahoma Press

Association

20
21

 B
ETTER NEWSPAPER CONTESTAWARD 

WINNER
Presented by the
Oklahoma Press

Association

20
21

 B
ETTER NEWSPAPER CONTESTSEQUOYAH

AWARD 
WINNER

Presented by the
Oklahoma Press

Association

The EF-3 tornado that ripped through 
the town of Cole and seven other Okla-
homa towns last Wednesday left two 
dead in McClain County.

The killer storm struck Cole at 7:40 
p.m.

McClain County Sheriff Landy Of-
folter identified the two people killed 
as Michael Bradsher, 66, and Karen 
Mosmeyer, 66, both of McClain County.

The storm, with winds from  136-165 

JohnDennyMontgomery
The Purcell Register

FEMA announced fed-
eral disaster assistance 
has been made available 
to the state of Oklahoma 
to supplement state, tribal 
and local recovery efforts 

in the areas affected by 
severe storms, straight-line 

winds and tornadoes from 
April 19-20.

The President's action 
makes federal funding 
available to affected in-
dividuals in McClain and 

Pottawatomie Counties.
Assistance can include 

grants for temporary 

Federal disaster assistance granted
FEMA steps up quickly to help Oklahoma

Head-on crash puts two in hospital
Three cars involved in accident on 180th

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

One person was air-lifted 
and another transported by 
ambulance, both to the OU 
Medical Center in Oklahoma 
City, following a three-vehicle 
accident on 180th Monday 
evening.

Investigating OHP Trooper 
Jarrod Terry reported the 
Purcell Fire Department used 
the Hurst Tool to free trapped 
people in vehicles about a mile 
west of Purcell.

Two vehicles crashed head-
on on 180th .1 of a mile west 
of Johnson Road. One of those 
drivers, Gene M. Blevins, 45, 
of Seminole was air-lifted to 
OU Medical where he was 
admitted in critical condition 

Stamp Out Hunger by 
donating canned food

Saturday, May 13, letter 
carriers in McClain County 
will collect nonperishable 
food donations from homes 
on their routes as part of the 
31st National Association of 
Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out 
Hunger Food Drive.

Oklahoma residents will 
receive plastic donation bags 
in their mailbox the week of 

May 8. On May 13, residents 
are encouraged to fill the bag, 
or any plastic bag, with non-
perishable food and leave it 
by their mailbox before their 
letter carrier arrives.

“The Stamp Out Food 
Hunger Drive is incredible in 

The City of Purcell has set 
free limb/brush collection for 
cubside pickup for the time 
frame of May 1-26.

Purcell residents living 
north of Grant Street need 
to have brush and limbs at 
the curb by Sunday, April 30.

The city will pick up that 

debris between Monday, 
May 1,  and Friday, May 5.

Residents living north 
south of Highway 39 need 
to have brush and limbs at 
the curb by Sunday, May 7.

Limb and brush pickup

John.Denny.Montgomery.
The.Purcell.Register

Total destruction
The destructive.EF-3.tornado.
that.ripped.through.Cole.April.
19. destroyed. an. estimated.
34. homes. and. damaged. an.
estimated.76.others.

Related story
Page 2A

DevAstAting 
DAmAge in Cole
Two fatalities confirmed by Sheriff Landy Offolter Please see Tornado, back page

Please see Crash, back pagePlease see Brush, page 8A

Please see Hunger, page 7A

Please see FEMA, back page

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Highway landing
An Air-Evac.helicopter.transported.Gene.M..Blevins,.45,.of.Seminole.after.he.was.involved.
in.an.accident.near.the.intersection.of.Johnson.Rd..and.180th.St..Monday.evening.

McClain County Emergency Management Director Ron 
Johnson reports very preliminary figures for the county’s 
cleanup of the tornado, a Category A level, is set at $2.1 million.

A Category B level for emergency protective measures like 
the fire departments and county employees has been very 
initially set at $1 million.

“Those numbers could change,” Johnson said.

FEMA funding
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Royalty
See who was 
crowned at 
Purcell and 
Washington 
last week.

Top students
Honor rolls 
for Purcell and 
Lexington.
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Happy Groundhog Day

David Childress works 
every day from 7:30 in the 
morning until the Washing-
ton School Campus is cleared 
of students and faculty and 
he watches over every home 
high school sporting event.

But he said he really 
doesn’t have a job.

“If you have a love for it, 
it’s not a job,” the affable 
McClain County Sheriff’s 
Lieutenant says with a smile.

He’s the School Resource 
Officer for Washington 
Schools and is supervisor for 
all the School Resource Of-
ficers on campus at Dibble, 
Wayne and Mid-America 
Technology Center.

Childress began his sher-
iff’s department career right 
where he is now.

“I worked there four 
years,” he said. “All the 
kids that were in elementary 
school back then are in high 
school or have graduated.

That was 2013 with 22 
years of police work in the 
rearview mirror.

The 1996 high school 
graduate has two science de-
grees from Oklahoma State 
University.

So why not a career in 
science instead of policing?

“I didn’t like science,” he 
said with a chuckle.

Childress has logged time 
with the Ardmore Police 
Department, Lone Grove’s 
Police Department and as a 
State Parks Ranger.

He also is an alumni of 
Wadley’s EMS.

As the School Resource 
Officer, Childress goes from 
building to building depend-
ing on the time of day.

“I visit with teachers and 
principals and address any-
thing the kids might need like 
if they are having problems at 
home or with other students,” 
he said. “I drive around cam-
pus several times a day going 

Please see Neighbor, back page

David Childress

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Clearing the road
ODOT and.City.of.Purcell.crews.worked.diligently.on.clearing.roadways.like.Green.Avenue.during.Monday’s.ice.storm.

Thunder sleet caused 
heavy icing of streets, 
highways and exposed 
surfaces Monday in Cen-
tral Oklahoma and across 

many areas of the state.
The massive sleet storm 

forced the closing of many 
schools and businesses 
with the area getting a 
1/4” of ice to 1/2” in some 
areas.

Travel was impaired and 
schools were closed on 
Tuesday with many going 
to virtual learning.

The l ightn ing tha t 
accompanied the sleet 
caused a grass fire on In-

terstate 35 at mile marker 
90.5 that was put out by 
Purcell Firefighters.

The high Monday was 

Thunder sleeT 

causes problems
Schools forced to turn to virtual learning Tuesday

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

AEDs
Every building. in. the. Purcell.
School . D is t r ic t . has. an.
emergency. defibrillator. and. a.
staff.person.trained.to.use.them..

After the recent cardiac 
arrest event of NFL player 
Damar Hamlin, board mem-
bers of the Purcell Public 
School Foundation were pre-

Purcell 
Schools 
AED 
equipped 
District has nine 
units with staff 
trained at each 
building

 • Photo provided

Towing it off
Bob and Ryan.Bruehl.attach.chains. to.a.wrecked.car.along. I-35. to.be. towed.away..The.car,.driven.by.Robin.
Faulkenberry.of.Sulphur,.rolled.and.came.to.rest.on.its.top..Faulkenberry.was.transported.by.Wadley’s.EMS.to.OU.
Medical.Center.in.Oklahoma.City.where.she.was.admitted.in.good.condition.

It’s time to nominate some-
one as Purcell’s Citizen of the 
Year for 2022.

Accompanying the nomi-
nee’s name must be a state-
ment why he or she deserves 
to be Citizen of the Year.

Nominations may be hand-
delivered to The Purcell Reg-
ister  at 225 W. Main Street. 
They may also be emailed to 
montgomeryjohnd@yahoo.
com.

They also may be mailed 

Citizen of 
the Year 
nominations 
requested
Announcement 
will be at 
Chamber banquet

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Please see AED, back page

Please see CotY, back page

Please see Sleet, back page
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All Conference
See who made 
All Conference in 
basketball.

Chamber chat
See some of those 
who attended 
the chamber of 
commerce coffee at 
First Baptist Church 
last week.
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Points in the first eight categories determine the Sequoyah Award winner in each division. See total 
points for Sequoyah Award at right. Points are awarded on the following scale:

 EVENTS 1-3  EVENTS 4-8
1st Place  110 Points  100 Points
2nd Place  80 Points  70 Points
3rd Place  60 Points  50 Points

AWARD WINNING LOGO:
Download at 

www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

As an award winner in the 2021 OPA Better Newspaper 
Contest, your newspaper may run the Award Winning Ad 
and Award Winning Logo in your publication for the next 
year. Download the ad and logo at:

www.OkPress.com/ 
contest-winners-2021

AWARD WINNING AD. Download at www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

You’re looking at an 
AWARD-WINNING 
NEWSPAPER! 

We’re proud to announce that this newspaper was named the 
Sequoyah Award Winner in the Oklahoma Press Association’s 
2021 Better Newspaper Contest. The Sequoyah Award is the 
highest honor presented in the annual competition.

We took a moment to celebrate this achievement, but are once 
again working hard to bring you news that you trust.

For the next year, we will proudly display 
the 2021 award-winning emblem, which 
signifies continued excellence and service  
to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.
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Hospital road work
Actual work.on.the.new.road.leading.to.Purcell.Municipal.Hospital.was.underway.earlier.
this.week.

Purcell’s Rotary Club is 
celebrating an historic 
occasion this Thurs-
day, March 30.

A banquet 
will be held at 
Southwind 
H i l l s  i n 
Goldsby to 
commemo-
rate the oc-
casion.

The civic 
club has been 
a fixture in Pur-
cell’s business com-
munity since March 30, 
1923 so this week the club 

will be celebrating its 100th 
anniversary.

There’s no indication that 
will change in the fu-

ture.
It’s a his-
tory unique 
to Purcell 

- and to 
Rotary’s 
l a r g e r 
w o r l d -

wide com-
munity.
When the 

Purcell Ro-
tary Club was 

Rotary 

celebrating 

100 years
Banquet set for tonight (Thursday) 

at Southwind Hills
John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Ve t e r a n 
Purcell Pub-
lic Schools 
teacher Paul 
Wollenberg 
h a s  b e e n 
named Dis-
trict Teacher 
of the Year.

He was also named build-
ing Teacher of the Year for the 
Purcell Junior High School.

Wollenberg is a 25-year 
educator at Purcell.

He teaches computer science 
and engineering and technol-
ogy based courses.

Paul Wollenberg

Walkup

FlemingSwift

Purcell 
Teachers 
of the 
Year
Paul Wollenberg 
named top 
district teacher

Lexington School, educators 
are POEF award finalists

Lexington Elementary 
School and two educators 
will be honored at the Pro-
fessional Oklahoma Educa-
tors Foundation Excellence 
in Education Awards Ban-
quet April 21 in Oklahoma 
City.

The finalists and respec-

tive categories include 
Bridget Johnson, Middle 
School/Junior High Merit 
Award Finalist,  Gena Sul-
livan, Non-Certified Sup-
port Professional Merit 

Johnson Sullivan

 A former detention officer 
with the McClain County 
Jail pleaded guilty to being 
deliberately indifferent to 
a substantial risk of serious 
harm to a pretrial detainee’s 
physical safety, thereby 
violating the pretrial detainee’s 

Former jailer 
pleads guilty

A series of thunderstorms 
dumped 1.9” of rain on the 
Heart of Oklahoma Thursday 
and overnight hiking the total 
for the year to 8.05”.

Comparatively, the area 
had recorded 7.5” for this 

same time last year.
Oklahoma City has re-

corded 4.9” with the normal 
year-to-date total sitting at 
4.56”.

Additional rain is pre-
dicted for today (Thursday).

Storms dump 1.9”

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Lauren 
Tharp, co-owner of Main 
Street Vintage.

Q: How did you get into 
vintage items?

A: My grandmother owned 
an antique store and would let 
me help out. I always admired 
her decorating abilities and 

5 questions with 
Lauren Tharp

Lauren, Clint and 
Jack Tharp

The Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol investigated two seri-
ous accidents in the Purcell 
area Monday afternoon and 
evening.

The first at mile marker 

99 in the southbound lanes 
of Interstate 35 closed the 
interstate for three hours and 

Two accidents 
cause problems

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Chalk talk
Aladdin (Daisy Venegas),.right,.had.a.visit.with.the.Vagabonds.during.the.play.Aladdin 
last.Saturday.at.the.old.Purcell.Junior.High.auditorium..From.left.are.Zeppelin.Elledge,.
Lynlee.Snow,.Kaideson.Coughlan,.Autumn.Leonard,.Avie.Taylor.and.Carter.Green..The.
tree.in.the.background.is.Genesis.Long..(Related photos inside.)
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Please see Tharp, back page
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Rivals meet in 
Regional
Purcell and 
Washington’s 
baseball teams were 
scheduled to play 
Wednesday.

Nurses 
celebrating
National 
Nurses Week.
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Team TSA
Purcell’s TSA.team.of.junior.and.senior.high.school.students,.from.left,.at.the.State.Leadership.Conference.are.Brecken.Burson,.Advisor.Paul.Wollenberg,.
Riley.Moore,.Jeremiah.Harrison,.Nick.Westmoreland,.Taizen.Hernandez,.Wyatt.Field,.Dylan.Smith,.Kenna.Lee,.Josmar.Munoz,.Cole.Guinn,.Owen.Milner,.
Paisley.Nichols,.Shiv.Patel,.Collier.Goad,.Mandolin.Keely,.Mavrik.Akerman,.Addison.Arnold,.Reed.Clary,.Ross.Brock,.Hunter.Shaw,.Jude.Leggett,.Mckenna.
Martin,.Taylor.Leggett,.Aubrey.Swain.and.Nick.Dunnam..Not.Pictured.-.Parker.Page,.Kash.Guthmueller.and.Greyson.Lester.

When Purcell High School 
and Junior High TSA com-
peted at the 2023 State 
Leadership Conference in 
Norman April 19-21, the 
Dragons carted home three 

first place awards.
Taking home top honors 

in the events were Nicholas 
Westmoreland and Riley 
Moore - Problem Solving; 
Shiv Patel, Owen Milner and 

Riley Moore in Drone Chal-
lenge and Aubrey Swain in 
the MS Flight Event.

Each school took 14 stu-
dents with all 28 Purcell stu-
dents making the semifinals 

in at least one of their events.
Second place finishes 

went to the Fashion Design 
Team of Mckenna Martin 
and Paisley Nichols. Also 
placing runner-up was Shiv 

Patel for Transportation 
Modeling and Jr Solar Sprint 
participants Kenna Lee and 

Purcell 
crowns

The Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(FEMA) and the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) 
have set up a disaster recovery 
center in the parking lot of the 
Cole Fire Department.

The center opened Monday 
with hours seven days a week 
from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Both FEMA and SBA disas-
ter recovery staff will be on 
hand to assist those impacted 
by the declared disaster of 
April 19.

Residents and businesses 
can get assistance to walk 
through the recovery applica-
tion process and get a clear 
understanding of what grants 
and low-interest loans for 
which they may be eligible.

SBA works hand-in-hand 
with FEMA and provides the 

Disaster 
recovery 
center
Set up at Cole 
Fire Department 
parking lot

The City of Purcell Parks 
and Recreation Advisory 
Board will be hosting 
an open house meeting 
concerning the master 
planning for McCurdy 

Park Wednesday, May 10, 
at 7 p.m.

The meeting will be 
held at the Purcell Multi-
Purpose Center at 1400 
Chandler Rd.

“The board wants your 
ideas, thoughts, and feed-
back regarding the park’s 

McCurdy Park open house 
meeting set for May 10

The grand opening of the 
new Rotary Playground at 
Purcell Lake has been sched-
uled for Saturday, June 3.

“Due to construction delays 
and some needed rain, we had 
to move our opening date for 
the Rotary Playground back 

Rotary 
Playground 
opening 
June 3
Will coincide 
with Walk the 
Trail Day

The Heart of Oklahoma 
missed out on wave number 
three in last weeks’ much 
needed April shower event 
but the first two waves 

dropped 1.9” in Purcell and 
central Oklahoma.

1.9” falls in Purcell
Chance for rain and storms Thursday

A veteran of the Purcell 
Schools Support staff has 
been tabbed as the Purcell 
Public Schools Support Per-
son of the Year.

Jackie Suchy, who has 

worked for the past 33 years 
in service to the school 
system, has been named 

Top support 
Person of the Year
Purcell Elementary Secretary Suchy 

• Photo provided

Top supporter
Purcell Elementary.School.secretary.Jackie.Suchy,.pictured.
with.granddaughter.Markee.Jacks,.has.been.named.The.Purcell.
Public.Schools’.Support.Person.of.the.Year.

The City of Purcell has set 
free limb/brush collection for 
cubside pickup for the time 
frame of May 1-26.

Purcell residents living 

Brush 
pickup

Velma Little, aka Rosie the 
Riveter, a true American Icon

Velma Little grew up 
with her sharecropping 
family in the Wayne, Pur-
cell, Maysville area. She 
has lived here all of her 
98 years, save the three 
years she spent living and 
working in Oklahoma City.

She had a hard child-
hood and spent her youth 
working in the fields and 
picking cotton.

When asked what her 
life was like before World 
War II Velma glanced out 
her living room window, 
pointed to the hillside and 
replied

“It was dragging a cotton 
sack up and down these 

roads.”
She was able to attend 

school but depended on 
others to share textbooks 
and supplies. Velma had 

a dear friend who would 
break her own pencils in 
half so Velma would have 
something to write with. 
Despite many challenges, 
Velma graduated from 
Maysville High School 
in 1943.

Duty called shortly after 
graduation, Velma and her 
childhood friend answered 
by moving to Oklahoma 
City to find work at Tinker 
Air Force Base. Velma 
found a job at the Douglas 
Plant and spent three years 
as a riveter building the tail 
piece for Douglas C-47 
Skytrain Cargo Planes.

Velma Little

At State TSA Leadership Conference
chamPions3

Please see Cole, back page

Please see Little, page 9A

Please see McCurdy, back page

Please see Suchy, page 9A

Please see Rain, back page

Please see Rotary, back page

Please see Brush, page 9A

Please see TSA, back page

RebeccaAndrews
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JULY
The annual Indian Territory 

Roundup Club Rodeo took 
place at the McClain County 
Expo and Fairgrounds Arena, 
featuring bull riding, mutton 
busting, food trucks, and much 
more. 

Purcell’s city council voted to 
purchase and outfit three new 
police vehicles for the Purcell 
Police Department.

Purcell Police helped U.S. 
Marshals safely arrest a man 
suspected of solicitation of a 
minor while serving an arrest 
warrant after the individual at-
tempted to cut his arm during 
the interaction.

Sheila Taggert and her 
grooming business, Pawsi-
tively Purrfect, celebrated 
twenty-five years of business 
in Purcell.

The Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health’s Woman, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) 
program sought input from 
the public to improve its Spe-
cial Supplemental Nutrition 
Program.

Many Oklahoman delegates 
celebrated the Supreme Court 
ruling that abolished affirma-
tive action policies in the col-
lege admission process.

The Washington Warrior 
Class of 1983 announced their 
40-year reunion would be held 
July 22 at 6 p.m. at the Trails 
Golf Course in Norman. 

Lexington Elementary 
Schools announced their Su-
perintendent’s and President’s 
Honor Rolls for the spring 2023 
semester. 

Lysbeth (Libby) Adkins, 72, 
of Goldsby, passed away on 
June 29.

Carolyn Douglas, 85, of Pur-
cell, passed away on June 28.

Just a few months removed 
from working a corporate job, 
Washington graduate Brenna 
Busby got the call to play 
professional softball with the 
OKC Spark. 

Purcell’s Junior High and Se-
nior High School Technology 
Student Association students 
competed against students 
from across the world at the 
National TSA Conference in 
Louisville, KY.

The City of Purcell enacted 
a search for residents who are 
Native American descendants 
in hopes of receiving funding 
from the Chickasaw Nation for 
its water projects.

McClain County K-9 Spike 
sniffed-out methamphetamine 
during a drug stop that led to 
an arrest. 

Purcell’s Board of Educa-
tion approved the hiring of 
high school special education 
instructor Jennifer Allen during 
their monthly July meeting. 

Purcell Public Schools held 
enrollment for the 2023-2024 
school year on July 25&26 at 
the school’s administration 
building.

Despite the high tempera-
tures, chances of thunderstorms 
lingered throughout early July. 

Oklahoma 529 launched its 
Bright Future Sweepstakes, 
which awarded $529 to six 

From page 12A

Review: 
Oklahoma families to start or 
add to their existing OK529 
account. 

Purcell throwers competed 
against top throwers from Okla-
homa, Kansas, Missouri and 
Arkansas at an AAU qualifying 
event at Yukon High School 
on June 25. 

The Board of McClain Coun-
ty Commissioners reconvened 
for a meeting at the courthouse 
to discuss several matters, in-
cluding fiscal claims and the 
purchase of new vehicles. 

Purcell’s Lyrik Wilson 
placed 12th in her age group 
at the Junior World Disc Golf 
Championship, which earned 
her an invitation to the United 
States Women’s Disc Golf 
Championship in September. 

The Heartland Ministe-
rial Alliance announced they 
were bringing the musical 
group Seventh Day Slumber 
to Purcell for a free concert 
on August 7 at Purcell’s First 
Baptist Church.

Carolyn Rae Cavnar, 64, 
passed away.

Michael Elmer Borge, Jr., 50, 
died July 6. 

Pamela Kay Latimer, 66, 
died June 28.

Hardy Dale Hamm, 53, of 
Arapaho, Okla., died July 6.

The Oklahoma Medical 
Research Foundation obtained 
one of the world’s fastest DNA 
sequencers, which cut the cost 
of sequencing genomes in half. 

The Oklahoma Ethics Com-
mission raised questions about 
independent expenditures and 
the exaggerated and untruthful 
political attacks resulting from 
such investments.

For the next installment of 
our “Summer Sports Spot-
light,” we spoke with Max 
Georgiadis, a senior powerlifter  
at Washington High School. 

After an executive session in 
the Community Room of the 
Purcell Police Service Build-
ing, Purcell City Council and 
Purcell Public Works Authority 
announced they approved the 
proposal to acquire property for 
the I-35 interchange project. 

The final plat for the Arbors 
extension was presented to the 
Planning Commission on July 
24 at the Purcell Police Station.

The State Election Board 
urged any voters who received 
an Address Confirmation 
Notice in the mail to respond 
as soon as possible to avoid 
“inactive” registration. 

Near-triple-digit tempera-
tures continued into July. 

The Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced they would host a 
Chamber Community Coffee 
with Congressman Tom Cole 
on August 10.

Pehrson, Manon and Johana 
Fishburn became the first set 
of triplets to attend the Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Awards 
Camp. 

University of Oklahoma 
rower Lale Edil was selected 
to the USA Under 23 rowing 
team.

Congressman Tom Cole 
applauded the passage of the 

National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, a piece of legislation 
that will strengthen funding 
for military defense across 
the country, for the fiscal year 
2024.

President Becky Ferguson 
presented the 2022-23 Rotarian 
of the Year award to Pat Martin. 

Charlie Foutch, 88, of Pur-
cell, died July 15.

A funeral service for Johna 
Jeanette (Herrin) Pryor took 
place on July 15 in Madill at 
First Baptist Church.

Johnny Albert Pierce, 75, 
died July 12.

Voters in Byars announced 
they would vote on August 
8 to decide if OG&E would 
continue to have the right to 
sell electric power to citizens 
in the community. 

Police shot and killed a man 
who brandished a knife while 
officers were attempting to 
serve an eviction notice. 

Washington High School 
hired new principal Wade 
Rigney.

Shoppers prepared for back-
to-school deals with the 2023 
Sales Tax Holiday scheduled 
for August 4-6.

For the next installment of 
our “Summer Sports Spot-
light,” we spoke with Presley 
Strickland, a senior baton-
twirler at Washington High 
School. 

Purcell Library hosted two 
local teen interns to lead a 
workshop on digital citizenship 
as part of a new Pioneer Library 
System initiative that brings 
teens and tweens together to 
build healthy digital habits. 

Updated records showed 
McClain County collected over 
$400,000 in sales and use taxes. 

Organizers gave out seven 
hundred backpacks filled with 
school supplies at the 14th An-
nual Heart of Oklahoma Back 2 
School Bash on July 29. 

The Knights of Columbus 
hosted a four-person scramble 
on July 29 at Brent Bruehl 
Memorial Golf Course, with 
proceeds directed towards 
Knights community projects. 

Wayne held their come-and-
go Meet The Bulldogs event 
on August 4, featuring players 
and participants from all their 
sports clubs. 

The Wayne Senior Classes of 
1969 and 1970 had a combined 
class reunion on August 5 at 
the Wayne Community Center.

Purcell Junior High enrollees 
were required to show proof of 
their TDAP shots. 

The Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce hosted 
a  Chamber Community Coffee 
with Congressman Tom Cole 
on August 10. 

Michael Charles Fixico, 45, 
of Purcell, was sentenced to 
210 months in federal prison 
for sexual contact and abuse.

Oklahoma Attorney General 
Gentner Drummond requested 
law firms submit bids to the 
state by the end of the month 
for help in his investigation 
against natural gas traders 
who may have manipulated 
the market during devastating 

winter storms. 
Tommy Eugene Clasey, 65, 

died July 21.
WHS Cheer Booster an-

nounced they would host Little 
Cheer Camp on August 12 in 
the McAlister gym for those 
ages four to the sixth grade. 

Rebecca Galloway, Colton 
Ince, and Lynlee Tortolini won 
second place in the Biomedical 
Debate team competition at the 
2023 International Leadership 
Conference in Dallas, Texas.

AUGUST
Purcell Girls Staters Gracie 

Pruitt and Kaarlee Tolle spoke 
at the Rotary Club telling about 
their journey at the week-long 
event.

Dibble School officials an-
nounced ground breaking for 
a new high school.

Congressman Tom Cole was 
scheduled to host a town hall 
by telephone meeting August 7.

The Oklahoma Medical 
Research Foundation was 
awarded $3.1 million to study 
diabetic heart disease.

The heat dome was over 
southern Oklahoma.

Staff promotions were an-
nounced by Mid-America 
Technology Center officials.

Becky Ferguson received 
her fourth Paul Harris Fellow 
award at a Purcell Rotary meet-
ing. Charles Gray received his 
second at the same meeting.

The Rotary Club gave Land-
mark Church $250 to help 
defray costs of the 1,000 
backpacks the church gave out 
July 29.

Larry Clayton Hall, 77, of 
Purcell died July 28.

Jerry Dean (Der) Ashford, 
81, of Dibble died July 30.

Stella Louis Burton, 82, of 
Ketchum died July 20.

Ruby Cardinal, 89, of Lex-
ington died July 31.

Trenton Oakley Collett, 22, 
died July 27.

Robert “Bob” Allen Emer-
son, 86, of Purcell died July 29.

Jessica Rebecca Henderson 
Pileggi, 47, of Moore died 
July 25.

Pamela Jeane Waitman, 72, 
of Dible died July 27.

Phyllis Horn, 82, of Wayne 
died July 29.

Alta Perigo, 80, of Purcell 
died July 26.

Purcell held its annual alumni 
softball game.

Fast-pitch season was about 
to kick off.

Jeff Kulbeth was named the 
Oklahoma Coaches Associa-
tion Region 5 Baseball Coach 
of the Year.

Tylor Lampkin was named 
the OCA Region 5 Slow-pitch 
Coach of the Year and Kami 
Beller was named the OCA 
Region 5 Assistant Coach of 
the Year.

A bomb threat at the Mc-
Clain County Courthouse that 
interrupted a manslaughter trial 
and forced evacuation of all 
workers turned out to be a hoax.

New teachers were intro-
duced for Wayne and Lex-
ington.

Purcell’s Board of Education 
updated school policies.

Tom Cole addressed the 
Heart of Oklahoma Chamber 
of Commerce.

Cynthia Roe and Jessica 
Garvin called on Attorney 
General Gentner Drummond 
to distribute county sales taxes 
to private businesses providing 
a public service.

The Oklahoma Medical 
Research Foundation was 
awarded $6.4 million for a 
lupus study.

Mid-America Technology 
Center was awarded the Gold 
Star Award for the 16th time.

Dianna Marie Slate McK-
iddy,  of Lexington died.

Ellen Lee Holmes,88, of 
Wayne died August 7.

Charles Quincy Moore, 87, 
of Purcell died August 9.

Jimmie Dale “JD” Turn-
paugh, 88, of Lindsay died 
August 11.

Yvonne Ann Crenshaw, 84, 
of Noble died August 13.

Bryan Leon Faulkenberry, 
60, of Norman died August 12.

Clifford Paul Penner, 65, of 
Rosedale died August 9.

Ella Resendiz pitched her 

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Rotarian of the Year
Pat Martin was honored as the 2022-23 Rotarian of the Year 
by President Becky Ferguson at last week’s Rotary meeting.

way to a perfect game against 
Sulphur in a 10-0 run-rule 
victory.

New football districts were 
released with Purcell moving 
up to Class 3A.

Purcell unveiled its new Es-
ports lab at the high school to 
rave reviews.

Jennifer and Andrew Cun-
ningham were in Lahaina on 
their honeymoon when the 
fatal fires started but made it 
out alive.

Mid-America Technology 
Center announced 10 new 
faculty members.

Area school enrollment 
figures were announced with 
Washington, Wayne and Lex-
ington making gains over 2022.

R.B. Gardenhire, 83, of Pur-
cell died August 11.

Lynn Dale Broyles, 67, of 
Kingfisher died August 20.

Jennilee M. Walker, 90, of 
White Settlement, TX died 
August 19.

Florence Farmer, 94, of Pur-
cell died August 20.

Dale Ray Lee, 60, died Au-
gust 12.

Robert Rillema, 84, of Lex-
ington died August 18.

Purcell, Washington and 
Lexington began the 2023 
football season while Wayne 
hosted its second scrimmage 
of the season.

Purcell’s softball team was 
10-1 and 4-0 in district play.

The Dragons finished third in 
the first annual Heart of Okla-
homa Softball Tournament.

Washington’s softball team 
went 3-2 in the HOOT.

Wayne’s Lady Bulldogs 
were 4-6 on the season.

A fatal house fire took a 
life on Ropers Avenue in 
rural Wayne. Lori Puckett 
was named the county’s new 
Special Judge.

Dale Bunn was honored 
by the Oklahoma Municipal 
Power Authority for his years of 
service to the board of directors.

The annual Free Fair was on 
the agenda.

Closings for Labor Day were 
announced.

The Oklahoma State Auditor 
and Inspector revealed its an-
nual audit of the county.

The Oklahoma Press Asso-
ciation and Attorney General 
Gentner Drummond were part-
nering to conduct open meeting 
and open records seminars.

Highs were headed back up 
to the upper 90s.

Rep. Sherrie Conley an-
nounced she would not seek 
another term in the legislature.

The Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon was featuring superin-
tendents from Wayne, Purcell, 
Washington, Lexington and 
Mid-America Technology 
Center.

Emergency Management 
Director Rachael Huey said 
the city was implementing 
voluntary water rationing.

Rep. Tom Cole was hosting 
a telephone town hall meeting.

Glenn Boydston, 64, of 
Wayne died August 27.

Debra Irwin, 67, of Purcell 
died August 27.

Rayora Moore, 84, died in 
Norman August 28.

Andrea Kulessa was hired as 
the Purcell High School soccer 
coach.

Emjay Lucas tossed a perfect 
game in fast-pitch softball for 
the Washington Warriors.

The Warrior gridders blasted 
Vian, 55-13.

Purcell’s Dragons used a 
stingy defense to stop Alva, 
13-0 to open the 2023 season.

Lexington dropped a 42-0 
contest at Bridge Creek.

Purcell’s softball team was 
13-1.

Wayne’s softball team fin-
ished second in the Asher 
Tournament.

SEPTEMBER
The McClain County Fair 

was underway.
McClain County Commis-

sioners met with Garvin County 
Commissioners for prelimary 
talk about a joint-regional jail 
facility.

Superintendents Dr. Toby 
Ringwald, Dr. Sheli McAdoo, 
Chris Reynolds, Chad Hall and 
Mike Eubank addressed the 
chamber at a luncheon at Mid-
America Technology Center.

Commissioners issued a burn 
ban for the county for up to 
14 days.

The annual Purcell Carp 
Classic fishing tournament was 
on tap September 23.

Due to ongoing downtown 
construction the homecom-
ing parade was moved out by 
Conger Field.

A downburst damaged some 
buildings on the campus of 
Washington Schools.

The relentless heat wave was 
continuing to grip the area.

Senator James Lankford 
was honored by the National 
Taxpayers Union.

Rep. Tom Cole had sched-
uled a telephone town hall 
meeting.

Wayne held a ribbon cutting 
after remodeling several build-
ings on campus with a million 
dollar bond issue.

Bonnie L. Shobert, 93, of 
Lexington died September 2.

Gaye Imogene Clagg, 92, of 
Lexington died September 1.

Washington’s Warriors took 
it to Sulphur winning on the 
road, 35-10.

Wayne got off to a tough 
start on the gridiron losing to 
Konawa, 24-8.

Washington’s girls won the 
Titan Invitational Cross Coun-
try meet at Carl Albert.

Purcell’s airport was to get 
two new hangars.

Football homecomings were 
scheduled at Purcell and Wayne

Purcell held their homecom-
ing parade near the football 
stadium due to construction in 
downtown Purcell.

An earthquake was con-
firmed in the Dibble area.

A joint disaster drill was held 
with 53 people from agencies 
across Purcell in attendance.

The work prompted the Na-
tional Weather Service to give 
Purcell Emergency Manage-

Please see Review, page 3B
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Spirit Guardian
Charlie Sherman, life-long resident of Purcell and former bank president, was honored at last 
year’s chamber of commerce banquet as the Giving Time Spirit Guardian recipient. Chamber 
president Rebekah Lynam and mayor Graham Fishburn made the presentation.
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ment Director Rachael Huey 
an award.

Purcell’s Board of Education 
announced the school’s Gifted 
and Talented Committee for 
2023-24.

Cooler temperatures and 
some rain had people thinking 
Fall had arrived.

Wilson-Little Funeral Home 
was celebrating its 125th an-
niversary.

Katlyn June Boykin, 75, of 
Lindsay died September 9.

Helen Louise Suter, 86, of 
Seminole died September 9.

Charles Dowdy, 85, of 
Newalla died September 8.

Brenda Tompkins, 81, of 
Purcell died September 8.

Karen Lou Lee, 63, of 
Chickasha died September 7.

Albert “Bud” Leroy Morris, 
former Lexington resident, died 
May 22.

The annual Purcell-Lex-
ington football Battle for the 
Bridge was on tap September 
15.

Lexington picked up its first 
victory of the gridiron season 
knocking off Wayne, 21-0.

Purcell lost to Pauls Valley 
35-14.

Washington’s defense didn’t 
allow Jones to score in a 34-8 
victory.

Coach Sarah Jones’ Dragons 
finished second in the Dale/
Tecumseh softball tournament.

Washington’s fast-pitch 
team was pointing toward the 
playoffs.

Lexington’s fast-pitch team 
went 2-2 in the Sterling Tour-
nament.

Wayne’s fast-pitch team will 
host the District Tournament 
with Sentinel and Bennington.

A pursuit that started in 
Wayne by a McClain County 
Sheriff’s Deputy went north 
on US 77 with speeds reaching 
120 mph.

After being joined by Purcell 
Police, the pursuit ended up 
going south onI-35 with speeds 
over 100 mph.

The suspect, 20-year-old 
Chance Appleton turned out 
to be driving a stolen vehicle. 
He exited at the Wayne exit 
and proceeded west about 1/2 
mile before pulling over to turn 
himself in.

McClain County Commis-
sioners extended the burn ban 
for the county for another 14 
days.

PMH unveiled a new night 
time illuminated sign.

Purcell receive .35” of an 
inch of rain bringing the total 
for the year to 28.52”.

Junior high Students of the 
Month included Blane Nick-
las, Emaleigh Davis, Holiday 
Napier, Zulie Ramirez, Mason 
Holme and Allison Aguinaga.

Wilson-Little Funeral Home 
was celebrating 125 years of 
being in business.

The City of Purcell was hold-
ing the annual Carp Classic at 
the city lake.

Lexington City Officials and 
members of the public were at 
odds over events at the Lexing-
ton Animal Shelter.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Special recognition
The McClain County Bar Association, represented by Graham Fishburn, presented former 
long-time Special Judge Lee Schilling an appreciation plaque for all his dedicated service to 
the county and the bar. Schilling served as McClain County Special Judge from July of 2015 
to May of 2023.
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Arby’s was welcomed as a 
new member of the chamber 
of commerce.

Rodney Case, 61, of Cortez, 
Colo. died June 30.

Farrel Oswalt, 89, of Lexing-
ton died September 12.

Jeramy Willis Skinner, 36, of 
Lexington died September 11.

Joy Thompson, 81, of Byars 
died September 21.

Dozens of former players 
turned out for a halftime cel-
ebration of Kurt Gray’s tenure 
as a Purcell Dragon football 
coach.

Purcell’s defense pitched a 
shutout in a 56-0 victory over 
Lexington for homecoming 
2023.

Wayne’s Bulldogs knocked 
off Crooked Oak 32-15 in their 
2023 football homecoming 
contest.

Coach Sarah Jones’ Drag-
ons finished as regular season 
district champions in fast-pitch 
softball with a 12-1 record.

Washington’s girls won their 
second cross country meet of 
the season at Bethany.

Lexington and Blackwell 
were playing in the Washington 
Regional softball tournament.

Wayne was hosting Ben-
nington and Sentinel in their 
fast-pitch regional tournament.

The Lady Bulldogs were 
eliminated from post season 
play.

Purcell baker was scheduled 
to be onthe Food Network’s 
Show “The Big Bake Hal-
loween.”

The city of Purcell officially 
was listing the old hospital 
property for sale.

A 30-year-old Pauls Valley 
man, Darrell Newton, was 
killed in an oilfield accident.

Purcell Firefighters respond-
ed to an apartment fire in 
the 1000 block of North 8th 
Avenue.

The area was in a hot and 
dry pattern.

Purcell’s old Catholic School 
was noted in a release by the 
Arch Diocese of Oklahoma 
City.

State Sen. Jessica Garvin was 
selected as a Top 40 Hispanic 
Leader.

The annual Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tournament 
was held at the Brent Bruehl 
Memorial Golf Course.

Congressman Tom Cole 
received the National Distin-
guished Advocacy Award.

Makayla Fay Meave-Byers, 
30, of Macomb died Septem-
ber 20.

Ira Mitchell “Mitch” Jarrel, 
73, died September 20.

Robert “Dale” Hauyles, Sr., 
67, of Lexington died August 
28.

Purcell was hosting a fast-
pitch Regional Tournament 
while Washington was hosting 
a Super Regional.

Washington’s Warriors 
pounded Frederick 42-7 on 
the gridiron.

Purcell decked Crooked Oak, 
48-7 and Lexington pinned a 
12-8 loss on the Tishomingo 
Indians.

Lexington’s softball season 
came to a close.

The Bulldog football team 
lost to ECP 28-0.

The newest members of the 
Purcell Athletic Hall of Fame 
were announced.

They included Mike Gow-
ens, Michael Thompson, John-
ny Mooneyham, Julie Hodge 
Dollins, Kristin Wollenberg, 
Mark Savage, Dale Bebout, 
Julie Clements Stewart, Mike 
Robinson, Wes Stone, John 
McCurdy and Mike Robinson.

OCTOBER
Water rationing continued in 

Goldsby with a town hall meet-
ing about their water situation 
scheduled for October 12.

Purcell resident Edward C. 
Tabor was killed in a motor-
cycle accident near Blanchard.

Applications for Operation 
Christmas were available 
around the county.

Stacy plead guilty in the mur-
der of Shaliyah Toombs and 
received life without parole.

Janet Atnip, 86, of Washing-
ton died October 2.

Eddie Gray, 67, of Lexington 
died October 1.

Cooler temperatures and 
possibly some rain was in the 
forecast.

The Fielder Heritage Re-
union was held at the Senior 
Citizens Center in Wayne 
October 7.

Purcell quarterback Kash 
Guthmueller rushed for 275 and 
three touchdowns on 19 carries.

It was the third highest single 
game rushing mark in Purcell 
Dragon history.

His performance and a stingy 
defense help Purcell come from 
behind to beat Lindsay, 35-34.

Washington’s fast-pitch 
squad qualified for State for 
the 14th year in a row.

Major Cantrell threw for six 
touchdowns and 272 yards in a 
51-0 shellacking of CCS.

Purcell’s fast-pitch softball 
team won the Regional tour-
nament and was headed to the 
Super Regional.

They won the Super Re-
gional and headed to the State 
Tournament for the first time 
since 2019.

McClain County Sheriff 
Deputies assisted Lighthorse 
Police in arresting Texas men 
for stealing cars and running 
from the law.

The county’s burn ban was 
lifted.

The Purcell Board of Edu-
cation accepted the 2022-23 
audit.

A thunderstorm dumped 
2.27” of rain on the area Oc-
tober 4.

Harold Hamm was set to hold 
a book signing at Lexington 
High School.

A structure fire at 910 W. 
Grant completely destroyed 
a garage and all its contents 
including a pickup.

StreetScape remained on 
schedule for a mid-November 
completion date.

Purcell’s Public Library was 
to present “I’m Super Curious.”

Michael Adrian Allen Smith, 

37, of Purcell was sentenced to 
65 months in prison for illegally 
possessing a firearm after a 
previous felony conviction.

Mildred Carwile, 92, of Pur-
cell died October 7.

Carol Sue (Landreth) Rob-
erts, 80, of Washington died 
October 4.

Hayden Johnson, 27, of Pur-
cell died October 6.

Kathy Elaine Ross, 81, of 
Norman died October 8.

The Purcell Dragons ground-
ed the Frederick Bombers in 
football on the road October 6.

Lexington knocked off Coal-
gate on the road, 35-22.

A running clock at Crooked 
Oak kept Washington’s foot-
ball team off the field for much 
of the night in a 49-0 blowout 
victory.

Washington’s fast-pitch 
team was eliminated from 
the State Tournament in the 
semifinals.

Purcell lost in the State Class 
4A Finals in fast-pitch to New-
castle, 4-0.

Lexington was having foot-
ball homecoming in their game 
with Marietta.

Main StreetScape remained 
on schedule.

Purcell’s National Honor So-
ciety was preparing to host their 
annual Veterans Day event.

Harold Hamm was having 
a book signing at Lexington 
High School.

Joyce Louise Copas Daw-
son, 82, of Lexington died 
October 9.

Brenda Gayle Pendergraft, 
74, of Purcell died October 11.

Charles Vernon Ridlingha-
fer, 82, of Purcell died October 
10.

Carol Dean Webb, 91, died 
October 15.

Washington and Purcell were 
playing for the lead in district 
football at Conger Field.

Purcell defeated CCS, 37-10.
Washington shutout Lindsay, 

54-0.
Lexington pinned a 13-7 loss 

on Atoka.
Ringling shutout Wayne, 

38-0.
Purcell High School was 

honored by the Sons of the 
American Revolution with a 
certificate of commendation 
in recognition of Exemplary 
Patriotism in displaying the 
American Flag.

Treats on the Trail was held 
at the Purcell City Lake.

Washington was having the 
2023 football homecoming.

The second annual Cruzin’ 
Goldsby was held.

The Oklahoma Tax Com-
mission reported Purcell’s 
sales and use taxes were up 
over $94,000 for the same time 
period in 2022.

Garland Bratcher was hon-
ored on his 95th birthday.

Oklahoma became the first 
state in the nation to require 
work zone safety instruction 
for teenage drivers.

Donald Arms, 76, of Okla-
homa City died October 20.

Carroll Dean Webb, 91, of 

Dibble died October 15.
Pat Phillips, 88, of Noble died 

October 18.
Faye McAlister, 97, of Wash-

ington died October 26.
Dorothy Shannon, 84, of 

Purcell died October 18.
Donald Arnold, 83, of Lex-

ington died October 17.
Stella Kaye Castle, 61, of 

Wichita, KS died July 17.
Alvin Bryan Carlton, 82, of  

Purcell, died October 15.
Lexington was getting a new 

parking lot around their athletic 
facilities.

Washington posted its fourth 
straight shutout football victory 
with a 40-0 win at Purcell.

The Purcell Cross Country 
team was headed to the State 
Meet in Edmond.

Purcell was playing its third 
straight Thursday night game 
at Little Axe.

Lexington knocked off Mari-
etta and secured a playoff spot.

Wayne was playing football 
at Dibble.

Postseason honors were be-
ing announced for area softball 
teams.

Washington’s girls qualified 
for the State Cross Country 
Meet.

NOVEMBER
Terry Courange was inducted 

into the Oklahoma Military 
Hall of Fame.

Central Oklahoma received 
4.75” of much needed rainfall.

Former McClain County De-
tention Officer Kyle Tecumsh 
was given a one year probation 
sentence for an incident at the 
county jail.

Faye McAlister, 97, of Wash-
ington died October 23.

Ozell Beams, 93, died Oc-
tober 29.

Anna Allen, 86, of Lexington 
died October 27.

James Albert McGregor, 82, 
of Lexington died October 27.

Hayden Johnson, 27, of Pur-
cell died October 6.

Russell (Rusty) L Levings 
of Oklahoma City died Octo-
ber 27.

Lloyd Hendrix, 74, of Golds-
by died October 26.

Rielyn Scheffe made All-
State in cross country.

Jayden Polk became the first 
Purcell Dragon freshman to 
make All-Star in cross country.

Washington’s football team 
posted its fifth straight shutout 
victory in a 62-0 crushing of 
Comanche.

Purcell dispatched Little 
Axe, 42-14.

Kingston defeated Lexing-
ton, 49-0.

Dibble shut out Wayne, 53-0.
Ella Resendiz was named 

the district Player of the Year 
and Sarah Jones was named the 
Coach of the Year in fast-pitch 
softball.

The city council voted to give 
Purcell Municipal Hospital 
$771,255.14 to help keep the 
doors open.

Madisyn Tolle is breaking 
age and gender molds working 
as a funeral director at Wilson-
Little Funeral Home.

Tax statements for McClain 
County were delayed due to a 
protest of the Blanchard School 
sinking fund.

Mike Whaley announced his 
candidacy for House District 
20.

State Superintendent Ryan 
Walters was wanting to hire 
someone to get him more na-
tional media exposure.

Wayne’s FFA Chapter at-
tended the National FFA 
Convention.

Mike Fullerton announced 
his candidacy for State House 
District 20.

Michael Eugene Foshee, 75, 
of Wayne died November 3.

Terry Lee Holloway, 62, of 
Purcell died October 26.

Mark Steven Hylton, 54, of 
Marlow died October 31.

Dona Lee (Gayman) Lytle, 
88, of Oklahoma City died 
November 4.

Sondra Ash, 38, of Lexington 
died November 3.

Earl Leslie McGee, 87, of 
Purcell died November 3.

Sabrina Lynn West, 61, of 
Bakersfield, CA, died Octo-
ber 28.

Debra Brooks, 70, of Okla-
homa City died October 31.

Joel Edward Carter, 65, of 
Wantte died October 21.

Purcell defeated Comanche 
35-7 to close out the regular 
season 8-2.

Holdenville clobbered Lex-
ington, 49-7.

Washington shutout Little 
Axe, 42-0 to finish undefeated 
for the second regular season 
in a row.

Wynnewood shutout Wayne, 
17-0.

Lexington was to travel to 
Washington for the first round 
of the playoffs.

Washington and Purcell were 
both hosting first round playoff 
games with Holdenville com-
ing to Purcell.

Maison Sissney signed a 
letter of intent to play softball 
at Eastern Oklahoma State 
College.

Purcell freshman Jayden 
Polk finished 12th at the cross 
country Meet of Champions at 
North Rock Creek.

Purcell first graders were 
telling how to cook the Thanks-
giving turkey.

Goldsby’s Town Board 
of Trustees were seeking an 
upgrade to their water storage 
capacity.

The annual Heartland Min-
isterial Alliance Community 
Thanksgiving Service was held 
at the First Baptist Church.

Garvin and McClain County 
officials met about a possible 
regional jail.

Junior high students of the 
month were annouced by Pur-
cell Junior High officials.

After-school tutoring was 
authorized for each of the four 
school buildings.

Lights from the Heart opened.
Mother’s Entwined an-

Please see Review, page 4B
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Clearing the road
ODOT and City of Purcell crews worked diligently on clearing roadways like Green Avenue 
during Monday’s ice storm.
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nounced the date for the Christ-
mas Home Tour.

Okeyha Mothers Club set 
December 3 for their holiday 
home tour.

Melvin Lee Martin, 64, of 
Purcell died November 9.

Pamela Lynn Kinser, 69, of 
Oklahoma City died Novemb 
er 7.

Clifford “Buck” Hazledine, 
85, of Purcell died November 6.

Marsha Renee Engert, 48, 
of Norman died November 8.

Rex Bivins, 82, of Purcell 
died November 7,

Washington rolled over 
Lexington in the first round of 
the State Playoffs, 55-7. The 
Warriors were to host Meeker 
November 17.

Purcell defeated Holdenville 
26-20 in double overtime set-
ting up a trip to Millwood.

Purcell hired a boys soccer 
coach in Diego De Leon.

Wayne was beginning bas-
ketball season.

Purcell Alum Andrew Gray 
was honored by the  Oklahoma 
Football Coaches Association 
to the 35 under 35 coaches in 
the state.

Emjay Lucas was presented 
her All-State jacket by Wash-
ington softball coach Tylor 
Lampkin.

The Purcell sixth grade bas-
ketball team won the Newcastle 
Tournament going 5-0 over the 
weekend.

Devin Moore of Washing-
ton bagged a drop tine buck 
while bow hunting in McClain 
County.

Five Purcell students placed 
in the American Farmers & 
Ranchers (AFR) Central Dis-
trict Speech Contest.

Sam Demel was hired as the 
new Purcell City Manager.

Folks were taking a couple 
of days off for Thanksgiving.

The Heart of Christmas craft 
show was well attended at the 
McClain County Fairgrounds.

Purcell first graders were 
telling how to cook the holiday 
meal.

An overnight thunderstorm 
November 19 dumped .6” of 
rain on the area with some 
reports of hail.

The PCCC Holiday Dinner 
and Auction was held.Ray 
Leon Sharp, 94, of Wayne died 
November 15.

Albert James Andrews, 85, 
of Purcell died November 18.

Joyce Rinehart, 89, of Purcell 
died November 17.

Colleen Loreta Stanton, 84, 
of Lexington died November 
17.

Gordon Dean Denison, 73, of 
Purcell died October 26.

Tonya Sue Wheeler, 58, of 

Tami Spaulding • For The Purcell Register

State Champions!
They did it again going undefeated and defeating Millwood in come-from-behind fashion for the State Championship. The title 
game was played at Chad Richison Stadium at the University of Central Oklahoma where the Warriors posted a 41-24 victory.
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Blanchard died November 19.

William Duane Harris, 87, 
of Purcell died November 17.

Washington won the State 
Cheer Championship.

The Warriors rolled to a 55-7 
victory over Meeker in the State 
Playoff second round.

DECEMBER
Millwood ended Purcell 

2023 gridiron season 38-14.
Wayne won its season open-

ers in girls and boys basketball.
Lexington was starting bas-

ketball season.
Lights from the Heart opened 

November 22 and will remain 
open nightly until December 
31.

A 16-year-old, who was 
already on probation, was re-
ported to have stolen a vehicle 
and ran from police after an ac-
cident that took out two utility 
poles at Canadian and Huron.

The result was much of the 
city having to have power cut 
so the poles could be replaced.

Candidate filing periods for 
school board and municipal 
offices was set to begin De-
cember 4.

Oklahoma Equine Hospital, 
owned by Dr. Joe Carter, was 
showcasing its state-of-the-
art standing MRI machine for 
horses.

A drive by shooting near 
Rosedale resulted in a vehicle 
with seven bullet holes and one 
teenager struck in the back side.

Washington was set to play 
Jones in the State Quarterfinals. 
It was their sixth meeting in the 
last four years and fourth time 
in the last two years to play 
each other.

The Warriors thumped Vian 
47-14 in the quarterfinals at 
Ada.

Purcell was kicking off its 
2023-24 basketball season on 
the road at Lindsay.

 Dax McCaskill and Marlon 
Moore of Washington signed 
letters of intent to play college 
baseball.

The Brock Karges family of 
Wanette was named the Farm 
and Ranch Family of the Year 
by the Oklahoma Farm Bureau.

A joint asphalting project 
by the city of Purcell and Mc-
Clain County was completed 
on Johnson Road.

Lexington was among Okla-
homa school districts taking 
advantage of a lunch debt 
program.

Washington’s basketball 
opener was moved up a day due 
to the Warriors playing football 
on Friday December 1.

Glenda Kay Herell, 81, of 
Lexington died.

Guy Porter, 61, died.
Homer Alvie Musgrave, 92, 

of Purcell died November 26.
Oleta Marie Irby, 83, of 

Lexington died November 22.
Kenneth Edward Kozik, 60, 

died November 24.
Donna McClung, 71, of 

Lexington died November 26.
Tony Keith Blevins, 64, died 

November 23.
Garland Monroe Dickson, 

Jr.,75, of Norman died No-
vember 25.

Code Enforcement Supervi-
sor and City Planner Justin 
Howell was named the Purcell 
City Employee of the Month.

Purcell was in the initial 
stages of transitioning from 
Dale Bunn to Sam Demel as 
city manager.

Filings were ongoing for area 
school boards and Purcell City 
Council.

Dragon Lunch Account 
program organizer Jay Tate 
was raising money to help kids 
get  food.

Oklahoma Treasurer Todd 
Russ was critizing officials 
for taking his exemption away.

The Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce was 
preparing for the annual Christ-
mas Parade.

The Pioneer Library System 
was announcing they are doing 
away with fines for overdue 
materials.

Kenneth Wilton Harrington, 
92, of Lexington died Decem-
ber 4.

Chase Patrick Hayes, 38, 
died.

Lynda Mae (Freeze) Moore, 
78, of Sherman, TX died De-
cember 2.

Keith Edward Clayton, 81, 
of Tecumseh died December 2.

Washington came back from 
an 18 point deficit to edge 
Jones 35-34 to head to the 
State Championship football 
game with Millwood at UCO 
December 9.

Purcell’s girls began the 
basketball season with a 66-47 
victory on the road at Lindsay 
while the boys were defeated 
42-41.

Lexington’s Bulldogs de-
feated Stratford 68-50 after 
opening the season with a 73-59 
loss to Sulphur.

The Lady Bulldogs lost 
to Sulphur 45-40 and lost to 
Stratford 48-34.

Washington came back from 
an 18-7 deficit at halftime to 
defeat Millwood 41-24 for their 
second straight State Champi-
onship and their second straight 
undefeated football season at 
UCO December 9.

The annual Heart of Okla-
homa Chamber of Commerce 
Christmas Parade was held 
December 14.

The McClain County Elec-
tion Board confirmed races for 
Purcell City Council, Washing-
ton School Board and Wayne 
School Board.

The Purcell Municipal Hos-
pital Foundation had a new slate 
of board members including 
Jan Dye, Chris Wright, Savan-
nah Pyle, Candace McCurdy, 
Jeremy Swanner and Steve 
Sherman.

The Purcell Junior High 
Students and Faculty of the 
Month were released by school 
officials.

Rain chances were increasing 
by the end of the week.

Jesse Miller, 89 of Byars, 
was killed in an automobile 
accident.

Lillian Murray, 98, of Wayne 
died December 5.

Emil Engdahl, 85, of Purcell 
died December 5.

Gaylene Brewer, 63, of Lind-
say died December 5.

Barbara Madden, 61, of Pur-
cell died December 6.

Ronald Wayne Schrader, 
81, of Washington died De-
cember 9.

Leeta Mae Glasco, 94, of 
Wayne died December 8.

Scott Lee Rafferty, 56, died 
December 5.

Steven Baumann, 71, of 
Purcll died December 4.

Purcell’s girls won the Madill 
Winter Classic basketball tour-
nament with a 61-37 victory in 
the finals over Madill.

It was the second straight 
Madill title for the Dragons.

Ryker Fink, Noah Grac-
ey and Brody Holder were 
named 2A-3 District Players 
of the Year. On the first team 
were Derek Cravens, Carter 
Goldston, Colt Taylor, Ta-
vian Engert, Noah Mason and 
Nathan Tekaat. Aaron Dillard 
was named the District Coach 
of the Year.

Washington’s girls won the 
Latta Panther Classic bas-
ketball tournament defeating 
Tishomingo, Kiowa and Latta.

The McClain County Op-
eration Christmas served 843 
people thanks to generous 
contributions and the work of 
hundreds of volunteers.

The Oklahoma Medical Re-
search Foundation reported it’s 
not too late to get a flu shot.

The ODOC came to the aid of 
one of their own after a house 
fire in Slaughterville.

Purcell Register Advertis-
ing Manager Vickie Foraker 
announced winners of the Santa 
Scramblers contest.

Alton Dragoo, 82, of Purcell 
died December 16.

John Elliot Mercer, 52, died 
December 12.

Dennis Alan Wallace, 75, of 
Wanette died December 14.

Toney Cooper’s Dragons 
were 6-0 at the Christmas break 
and ranked No. 12 in Class 4A.

Washington’s girls were 
ranked No. 1 in Class 3A and 
were 7-0 heading into the holi-
day break.

Making the 2A-3 All-District 
team from Washington were 
Major Cantrell, MVP, Naithen 
Spaulding, Defensive Player 
of the Year, Tanner Winlock, 
Offensive Lineman of the Year, 
Cage Morris, Wide Receiver of 
the Year, Max Wilson, Corner 
of the Year, Cole Beller, Safety 
of the Year, Kade Norman, 

Athlete of the Year, Cooper 
Alexander, Tight End of the 
Year, Easton Berglan, Keller 
Howard and second teamers, 
Baylor Haynes, Jordan Vanya, 
Case Taylor, Wyatt Denton and 
Jake Coles.

All-State jackets were pre-
sented to Savanna Edwards 
for softball and Jayden Polk 
for cross country.

Lexington’s girls finished 
third in Wynnewood Tourna-
ment while the boys won the 
consolation bracket.

The OKC Knights slipped 
past Wayne 58-57 while the 
girls pinned a 44-37 loss on 
OKC.

LPXLP

No. 882-December 28-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF MCCLAIN COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF MARY ANN BUTCHER BROWN, 
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2023-147
COMBINED NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND NOTICE OF HEARING
To: All persons interested in the Estate of Mary Ann Butcher Brown, 

deceased.  
You are hereby notified that on the 21st day of Deceember, 2023, 

the Petitioner, Daniel J. Kemper, as Vice-President & Trust Officer for 
First Community Bank of Batesville, by and through his attorney, Omar 
D. Zantout of Evans & Davis, PLLC, filed its Petition for Summary Ad-
ministration Pursuant to 58 O.S. §245 and for Appointment of Special 
Administrator in the District Court of McClain County.

The Petitioner has alleged that Mary Ann Butcher Brown, age 84, 
departed this life, testate, on or about the 29th day of June, 2022, 
in the City of Little Rock, Pulaski County, State of Arkansas, and at 
the time of her death was a resident and citizen of Pulaski County, 
State of Arkansas. Moreover, Petitioner has alleged that Mary Ann 
Butcher Brown left an estate in the State of Oklahoma, consisting of 
real property, the probable value of which is less than $200,000.00. 
Accordingly, Petitioner has asked this Court for summary proceedings 
pursuant to 58 O.S. §245, et seq. 

The names, ages and last-known addresses of Decedent’s admin-
istrators, executors, non-petitioning co-nominees, heirs, legatees and 
devisees, as set forth in the Petition, are as follows:

NAME/ADDRESS AGE RELATIONSHIP

William Francel 
Brown
11725 Crusselle Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 
32223

Legal Son/Heir-at-law

Jennifer Lynn Brown
131 Indian Trail
Little Rock, AR 
72227

Legal Daughter/
Heir-at-law

Heather Renee’ 
Brown aka Heather 
Renee’ Postema
4047 Quanton Road
Norton Shores, MI 
49441

Legal Daughter/
Heir-at-law

Daniel J. Kemper, 
as Vice-President 
& Trust Officer for 
First Community 
Bank of Batesville, 
Trustee of the Mary 
Ann Butcher Brown 
Trust Share Created 
Under the Gerald F. 
Brown, Jr. and Mary 
Ann Butcher Brown 
Joint Revocable 
Trust Declaration 
dated February 28, 
2005
2401 W. Beebe 
Capps Expy.
P.O. Box 857
Searcy, AR 72145

Trust Sole Devisee/
Legatee

In an Order for Combined Notice and Order Appointing Special Ad-
ministrator entered on the 21st day of December, 2023, the Court found 
that it should dispense with regular estate proceedings prescribed by 
law, order notice to creditors and issue an order for hearing upon the 
Petition for Summary Administration, the Final Accounting and Petition 
for Determination of Heirs, Devisees and Legatees and Distribution. 

Pursuant to the Order for Combined Notice and Order Appointing 
Special Administrator, all creditors having claims against Mary Ann 
Butcher Brown, deceased, are required to present the same with a 
description of all security interests and other collateral, if any, held 
by each creditors with respect to such claim to Daniel J. Kemper, as 
Vice-President & Trust Officer for First Community Bank of Batesville, 
Special Administrator, at Evans & Davis, PLLC, 211 N. Broadway, 
Edmond, Oklahoma 73034, addressed to Omar D. Zantout, attorney 
for Special Administrator, on or before the following presentment date: 
February 1, 2024. If no claim is filed on or before the presentment 
date, such claim will be forever barred. 

Notice is also hereby given that a hearing will be held on the 15th 
day of  February, 2024, at 9:30 am, in the District Courthouse of 
McClain County in Purcell, Oklahoma. At the hearing, the Court will 
decide whether to approve the Petition for Summary Administration, 
the Final Account and Petition for Determination of Heirs, Devisees 
and Legatees and Distribution of the Petitioner. 

You are hereby advised that you may file objections to the Petition 
for Summary Administration, the Final Account and Petition for De-
termination of Heirs, Devisees and Legatees and Distribution at any 
time before the final hearing and send a copy to the Petitioner in the 
care of his attorney, Omar D. Zantout of Evans & Davis, PLLC, 211 
N. Broadway, Edmond, Oklahoma 73034, or you will be deemed to 
have waived any objections. If you have no objections, you need not 
appear at the hearing or make any filings with the Court. 

If an objection is filed before the hearing, the Court will determine 
at the hearing whether summary proceedings are appropriate and, 
if so, whether the Estate will be distributed and to whom the Estate 
will be distributed.

/s/ Charles Gray
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT COURT

By: /s/ Omar D. Zantout
Omar D. Zantout, OBA #30305
Evans & Davis, PLLC
211 N. Broadway
Edmond, OK 73034
Telephone: (405) 286-2335
Fax: (405) 286-2770
E-mail: omar@evansdavis.com
Attorney for Special Administrator

Follow us on
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• Photo provided by Iowa State

Iowa State bound
Senior Washington quarterback is headed to Iowa State to 
continue his football career. 

• Photo provided

Football camp
Washington Warriors will hold a football camp December 28. 
Sign up at https://washingtonwarriorfootball.com/warrior-store/
ols/products/warrior-football-camp

• Photos provided

Signing Day
Cooper Alexander signed on to play football at Iowa State.  
The Washington senior graduated early and is headed to Iowa 
for spring training. 

Washington Football Camp today
AngieSteele
Washington Correspondent

Washington Warriors Foot-
ball Camp for ages kindergarten 
through sixth grade will be held 
Thursday, December 28, from 
9 a.m.-noon at the Washington 
Indoor Facility!  $50 camp fee!

All proceeds go to help fund 
the State Championship rings.
Be coached by your favorite 
Warrior! Non -contact camp.

Calling All Community 
Members AWOL 2024 Nomi-
nations Are Now Open!

AWOL (A Week of Love) 
is a district-wide fundraising 
drive sponsored by the WHS 
Student Council. 

Do you know someone con-
nected to our community who 
could use a helping hand dur-
ing their challenging journey? 
Nominate them for AWOL 
2024!

Whether it’s a neighbor, a 
friend, or a family member, 
let’s rally together and make a 
positive impact on their lives. 
To submit a nomination, fill 
out the nomination form on 
the Washington School web-
site at https://www.wps-isd.
com/296497_2.

Nominations will be accepted 
until Jan. 5, 2004! Let’s show 
our support and make a differ-
ence in the lives of those who 
need it most. Spread the word, 
share this post, and tag anyone 
who might be interested.

Together, we can create a 
stronger and more compas-
sionate community. Let’s make 
AWOL 2024 a resounding 
success!

Washington Senior Center
Did you know that you don’t 

have to be a senior to eat lunch 
at the center? We welcome 
everyone to come in and eat.  
Plus, when you come in to eat, 
it helps us to keep meal deliver-
ies going for our seniors who 
can’t get out. 

If you know of any seniors 
who could benefit with meal 
delivery in the Washington/
Goldsby area give the center a 
call at 405-288-6404.

Menu for December 28-29:
Thursday, December 28—

Chicken and noodles, peas.
Friday, December 29—Steak 

fritters, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
green beans.

Menu may change at the 
discretion of the cook and avail-
ability of food.

All meals are served with 
beverage, bread, dessert and 
salad bar. 

Lunch is served from 11:30 
a.m. to 12 noon, Monday 
through Friday. 

Cost per meal:  $3 suggested 
donation for 60 years old and 
above and those disabled; $6 
for 59 years and below.

Friday Music Jams start at 10 
a.m. until? Anyone is welcome 
to sit in and sing or play an 
instrument.

Washington School Board 
Meeting Schedule

All Washington School 
Board meetings will be held 
in the 4/5th Building Library 
at 6:30 p.m.

Meetings are scheduled for 
January 8, February 12, March 
11, April 8, May 13, June 10, 
July 5 and August 12.

Washington Public Schools 
Calendar

December 27—HS GBK 
practice, 9:30 a.m.

December 28—HS Girls 
Basketball at Bertha Teague 
Tournament, ECU; HS Boys 
basketball practice, WEC, 10 
a.m.-12 p.m.

December 29—HS Girls 
Basketball at Bertha Teague 
Tournament, ECU; HS boys 
basketball scrimmage, home, 
Blanchard/Dickson, 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.

December 30—HS Girls Bas-
ketball at Bertha Teague Tour-
nament, ECU; HS boys basket-
ball scrimmage at Anadarko, 
10 a.m.

Dale K. Graham Veterans 
Foundation

All of us here at Veterans 
Foundation wish each of you 
a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. With your 
help, we have been able to 
change the lives of thousands of 
veterans and surviving spouses 
who have been approved for VA 
benefits during the past year.

I wanted to express my ap-
preciation to everyone who 
answered our call for dona-
tions this year from our annual 
newsletter. As we all know 
everything has increased in 
cost significantly during the 
last few years.

There are more veterans and 
their families needing our help 
than we can accommodate in a 
timely manner. Without more 
volunteers and donations, we 
would not be able to continue 
to serve the veteran community. 

One way that you can help 
is to get word out to veterans 
and their families who are 
covered under the Pact Act. 
This program grants presump-
tive exposure to Agent Orange 
to veterans who served in the 
following locations during the 
Vietnam War.

If you know of anyone who 
served in the following loca-
tions, please let them know 
about possible VA benefits 
for veterans or their surviving 
spouses. Guam, Thailand, Laos, 
Cambodia and Johnston Atoll. 
Veterans who served at one of 
these locations during that pe-
riod may be eligible to receive 
VA benefits if they have any of 
the diseases that are presump-
tive to Agent Orange exposure.

Just to name a few Diabetes 
Type 2, Prostate Cancer, Par-
kinson’s, Alchemic Heart Dis-
ease along with a host of other 
conditions. When a veteran dies 
and one of the Agent Orange 
presumptive diseases is listed 
on the Veterans Death Certifi-
cate as primary or contributing 
condition the surviving spouse 
and dependents maybe eligible 
for DIC benefits.

I know that there are thou-
sands of veterans and surviving 
spouses who would be eligible 
for VA benefits if they only 
knew about the Pact Act. 

For those of you who would 
like to file a new claim for ben-
efits with VA, they can start our 
process by logging into dkgvf.
org to fill out and scan your 
information into our Intake Q 
program.  By using our digital 
system, veterans do not have 
to stand in line to receive our 
assistance with their VA claims 
and questions.

Some of the veterans we assist 
live in other states or countries.  
Using our digital system some 
of them will not need to visit 
us in person as we can triage 
them electronically or by phone.  
We encourage veterans or sur-
viving spouses who we have 
previously assisted to register 
in our dkgvf.org system so we 
will be able to help their surviv-
ing spouse when the veteran 
passes on.   

We accept the donation of 
cars and trucks that can be given 
to veterans or sold to raise funds 
to help more veterans and their 
families. As always, we ap-
preciate all donations that can 
be used to make a difference in 
the lives of our men and women 
who have served in the military.

All of us at our Veterans 
Foundation are proud to do 
everything we can to assist the 
men and women who are serv-
ing or have served in the United 
States Military.  We have been 
making a difference in the lives 
of veterans and their families 
for over 20 years.  For those of 
you who would like to join our 
team, volunteer applications are 
available on our website. 

We are a free service to all 
veterans and their families.  
We are open Monday through 
Friday starting at 9 a.m. Come 
visit us at 1233West Lindsay 
Street in Norman. 

We are a 501c-3 non-profit 
organization and there is never 
a charge for the services we 
provide to veterans and their 
families. We do accept finan-
cial contributions to be used 
to support veterans and this 
organization.

We also accept donations of 
wheelchairs and other types 
of handicap equipment that 
can be given to other veterans 
or their families. Other items 
that we accept are cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, or items that can 
be given to veterans or sold to 
raise funds.

We are open to active clients 
Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
days from 9 a.m. to noon.

To donate to our Founda-
tion, you can do so online at 
dalekgrahamveteransfounda-
tion.org or mail a check to Dale 
K. Graham Veterans Foun-
dation, 1233 West Lindsay, 
Norman, OK 73069. You can 
contact us on our website or by 
calling 405-550-8806.

Dale K. Graham,
Accredited Claims Agent

Dale K. Graham
Veterans Foundation  

Washington Correspon-
dent Contact Information

I would love to share your 
personal or community news 
with our readers.

My contact information is 
angiesteele73@gmail.com or 
405-413-2471 if you have any 
news to share, story ideas, or if 
you have someone you would 
like to see a feature article about. 
Send me birthday, anniversary, 
or personal news you would like 
to share with our community.  

Angie Steele

No. 881-December 28-1 Time
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

PEOPLES BANK & TRUST CO.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRYAN SHANE CASTOR and 
TINA CASTOR, husband and wife, 
and BRYAN SHANE CASTOR, 
Trustee of the Bryan Shane Castor 
Revocable Trust Agreement dated 
January 3, 2014
Defendants.

Case No. CJ-2023-87
NOTICE OF HEARING

MOTION TO CONFIRM SALE
TO: Bryan Shane Castor, Tina 

Castor, Bryan Shane Castor, 
Trustee of the Bryan Shane Castor 
Revocable Trust Agreement dated 
January 3, 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
to the above named individuals 
who are claiming an interest in the 
below described property.  That 
plaintiff, Peoples Bank & Trust 
Co., has filed in the District Court 
of McClain County, Oklahoma, 
its Motion to Confirm the Sher-
iff’s Sale held on December 19, 
2023, concerning the following 
described real property, situated 
in McClain County, Oklahoma, 
to-wit:

Tract 1:
The Northwest Quarter (NW/4) 

and the Northeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter (NE/4 SW/4) 
and the East Half of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
(E/2 NW/4 SW/4) of Section Thirty-
Five (35),Township Six (6) North, 
Range Three (3) West, I.M., Mc-
Clain County, Oklahoma.

Tract 2:
The Northwest Quarter (NW/4) 

of Section Sixteen (16), Township 
Five (5) North, Range Three (3) 
West, McClain County, State of 
Oklahoma.

AND
The North Half of the Northwest 

Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
(N1/2 NW1/4 NW1/4) of Section 
Nine (9), Township Five (5) North, 
Range Three (3) West, McClain 
County, State of Oklahoma;

AND
The South Half of the Northwest 

Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
(S1/2 NW1/4 NW1/4); and the 
Southwest Quarter of the North-
west Quarter (SW1/4 NW1/4 of 
Section Nine (9), Township Five (5) 
North, Range Three (3) West, Mc-
Clain County, State of Oklahoma;

AND
The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4); 

and the Northwest quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of the South-
east Quarter (NW1/4 NW1/4 
SE1/4); and the West Half of the 
Southwest Quarter of the North-
east Quarter (W1/2 SW1/4 NE1/4); 
and the Southeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter (SE1/4 NW1/4) 
of Section Nine (9), Township 
Five (5) North, Range Three (3) 
West, McClain County, State of 
Oklahoma;

AND
The Northeast Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter (NE1/4 NW1/4); 
and the West Half of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
(W1/2 NW1/4 NE1/4) of Section 
Nine (9), Township Five (5) North, 
Range Three (3) West, McClain 
County, State of Oklahoma.

Less and Except a Tract of 
Land described as Beginning 
at the Northwest Corner of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW/4) of said 
Section 9; thence N 89°57’26” E 
along the North boundary of said 
NW1/4, a distance of 3010.42 feet 
to a point on the center line of 
150th Street; thence S 71°30’45” 
W along the center line of said 
street, a distance of 3174.26 feet 
to a point on the West Boundary of 
said NW 1/4; thence N 00°00’07” 
E along the West boundary of said 
NW1/4, a distance of 1004.30 feet 
to the Point of Beginning.

SAID HEARING WILL BE 
HEARD BEFORE THE HONOR-
ABLE JUDGE LEAH EDWARDS, 
ON THE 7TH DAY OF FEBRU-
ARY, 2024, AT 9:00 O’CLOCK 
A.M., AT THE MCCLAIN COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN PURCELL, 
OKLAHOMA.

/s/ Keith McIlhaney
Kevin Blaney, OBA #860

Keith McIlhaney, OBA#16274
BLANEY TIPTON

HIERSCHE & 
ODOM, PLLC

Post Office Box 657
Oklahoma City,

Oklahoma   73101
Telephone: (405) 235-8445
Facsimile: (405) 236-3410

e-mail:  kblaney@btlawokc.
com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
10536.0031

NOTICE TO JUDGMENT
DEBTORS AND/OR

LIENHOLDERS
After payment of the Judgment 

and costs, excess funds may 
remain on deposit with the Court 
Clerk to which the Judgment 
Debtors and/or Lienholders may 
be entitled.

No. 879-December 28-1 Time
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF McCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATES 
OF LINDA S. BROOKS
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2023-146
NOTICE OF HEARING

PETITION FOR PROBATE OF
WILL, APPOINTMENT OF 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
DEVISEES AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given to all 

persons interested in the Estate of 
Linda S. Brooks, Deceased, that 
on the 19 day of December 2023 
there was produced and filed in the 
District Court of McClain County, 
State of Oklahoma, instruments 
purporting to be the Will of Linda 
S. Brooks, Deceased, dated Janu-
ary 23, 2012, and there was also 
filed in the Court the Petition of 
Randy Tolliver Brooks praying that 
the Will be admitted to probate, 
Letters Testamentary issued to 
him as Personal Representative of 
the Estate, to serve without bond, 
for a judicial determination of the 
heirs, devisees and legatees of 

the Decedents.
Pursuant to an Order of this 

Court made on the 19 day of 
December 2023, notice is given 
that the 18 day of January 2024 
at 9:30 o’clock a.m. is the day 
and time that the Petition will be 
heard in the District Courtroom of 
the County Courthouse, Purcell, 
McClain County, Oklahoma, and 
all persons interested may appear 
and contest the same.

Witness, the undersigned, 
Judge of the District Court of Mc-
Clain County, State of Oklahoma, 
this 19 day of December 2023.

CHARLES GRAY
ASSOCIATE

DISTRICT JUDGE
JUDGE OF THE

DISTRICT COURT
James B. Blevins, Jr., OBA #881
Carrie Kopp, OBA # 21731
George W. Velotta, II, OBA 

#9223
Blevins & Associates Law, PLLC
138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565
Purcell, OK  73080
Phone: (405) 527-7575
Fax: (405) 527-7574
Attorney for Petitioner

No. 865-December 21-2 Times
NOTICE OF SALE OF BONDS
In accordance with 62 O.S. 

2021, § 354, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of Education of In-
dependent School District Number 
15 of McClain County, Oklahoma, 
will receive bids by: sealed bid, 
facsimile bid, electronic (Parity®) 
bid or similar secure electronic bid 
on the 12th day of January, 2024, 
at 12:30 o’clock p.m., at the Audi-
torium/Room 110, Administration 
Building, Purcell Public Schools, 
919 1/2 North 9th, Purcell, Okla-
homa, for the sale of $1,770,000 
of General Obligation Building 
Bonds of said School District, 
which Bonds will mature $725,000 
annually in two (2) years from their 
date, and $1,045,000 annually 
each year thereafter until paid. 
The bids will be opened and read 

and shall be awarded at the first 
Board of Education meeting held 
after the bids are due.

Said Bonds shall be sold to the 
bidder bidding the lowest rate of 
interest the Bonds shall bear and 
agreeing to pay par and accrued 
interest for the Bonds.  Each bidder 
shall submit with his bid a sum in 
cash, cashier’s or certified check, 
electronic (wire) transfer or surety 
bond payable to the Treasurer of 
the District, equal to two (2%) 
percent of the amount of his bid.  
The Board reserves the right to 
reject all bids.

WITNESS my official hand and 
seal this 13th day of November, 
2023.

Kevin Andrews
Deputy Clerk, Board of Educa-

tion
(SCHOOL DISTRICT SEAL)

No. 868-December 21-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
Brandon Rene Okamura,
Petitioner
and
Rachel Ann Guajardo,
Respondent.

Case No. FD-2023-00179
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:
TO THE ABOVE NAMED RE-

SPONDENT: Rachel Ann Guajardo
GREETINGS:
You will take notice that you have 

been sued in the above names 
Court by the above petitioner, for 
a Dissolution of Marriage on the 
grounds of incompatibility and that 
unless you answer the petition filed 
by this petitioner in said Court on 

or before the 16th day of January, 
2024, said Petition will be taken 
as true and judgment granting to 
the petitioner a Dissolution of Mar-
riage, annulling, canceling, setting 
aside and holding for naught the 
marriage contract with you and for 
other relief and orders rendered 
according to the prayer thereof.

WITNESS my hand and the 
seal of said Court this 17th day 
of November, 2023.

/s/ Brandon Rene Okamura
Petitioner

/s/ Yazmin Duran
Notary/Deputy

SUBSCRIBER AND SWORN 
to before me this 17th day of 
November, 2023.

My commission expires: 
07/31/27

Commission Number: 23010163
Notary: /s/ Yazmin Duran

LPXLP
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Religion
The

Purcell Register

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

405 W. Grant, Purcell

Sunday
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Adult Studies: 7 p.m.

Rev. Bill Crawford
405-820-8184

2705 N. 9th • 527-2535
Mike Bailey, Pastor

Purcell, OK 

Sunday services
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
6 pm Evening worship

Wednesday services
6:30 pm Bible Study
6:30 pm Awanas & 
 Youth

www.ebcpurcell.org

First Baptist
ChurCh
Lexington

Connecting People With God and One Another
Children’s activities - Youth activities

Wednesday evening - 6:30 p.m.

sunday school 9:15
Morning Worship 8:15 • 10:15

Rusty Canoy
Pastor

900 E. BroadWay • LExington

527-6758

Corner of Third & Jefferson

Saturday - 5 pm (English)
Sunday - 11 am (English)

1 pm (Español)
Daily Mass

Tues. & Fri. 9 am • Wed. Noon • Thurs. 7 pm (Español)

Parish Office/Oficina: 527-3077
Priest House/Padre Juan Pedro: 527-4242

Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church

You Are Always Welcome At

7th & Monroe St.

Church of 
Christ
Purcell, OK

Sunday 10:30 & 1:30
Wednesday Evening 6:30

153 W. Center Road
Goldsby, OK 73093

288-2514
Sunday School  -  9:30 a.m.
Worship  - 10:45 a.m.
Evening  -  6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening  -  6:30 p.m.

Johnson Road
Baptist Church
4 mi. N. of Purcell on I-35

Sunday School
9:45 a.m

Worship Service
11:00 a.m

405-818-8848

Rev. Nathan Mullins
405.442.0155
2726 N. 9th, Purcell
Sunday Morning - 10:30 am
Sunday Evening - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening - 7:00 pm

www.lwcpurcell.com

Lighthouse
Worship 

Center

715 W. Harrison, Purcell
Sunday Morning - 10 a.m.
Revival Service - 11 a.m.

Wednesday Evening - 7:00 p.m.
Pastor: Rev. Mark A. Stacy
Office Ph. 405.527.3045

Westside
Church of Christ

401 W. Broadway
Lexington

Sunday Morning 10:30 am
Sunday Evening 3:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:30 pm

Calvary
Holiness Church

403 N. 4th, Purcell
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

10:50 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night

7:00 p.m. Wednesday Night
Independent Pentecostal 

Holiness Church

Pastor David Bittle

Trinity United 
Methodist Church

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Tracy Hoskins

211 N. 2nd, Purcell
527-2256 Office

9th & Pierce

Church of 
Christ
1207 North 9th

Purcell, OK 73080
405-527-3176

Sunday Bible Class 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.
Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Class 7 p.m.
Search Ministries Sunday 7:30 a.m. Channel 34

www.searchtv.org

2223 N. 9th, Purcell, OK 73080

Pastor John Wylie

527-6808
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m.
Evening Worship: 5:00 p.m.

Memorial
Assembly of God
7th & Monroe, Purcell

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Services 6:00 p.m.

Wed. Night Services 6:30 p.m.
We Invite You to Worship With Us.

527-2769

4th & Main 405-527-3327
www.purcellfbc.org

Come worship with us!
Sundays 10:15 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Activities for all ages & child 
care provided for all services!

DirectoryChurch
The

Purcell Register

Welcome, all, to the ‘Front 
Porch.’

Well, we have come to the 
last front-porch visit of the year, 
and we want to wish everyone 
a merry Christmas and the hap-
piest of New Years!

You may remember, 2023 
was a special year for us in many 
ways: taking our third visit to 
Yellowstone and actually not 
getting lost; returning to teach-
ing at the local high school in 
what was an adventure for the 
ages (yet we met some great 
young people); and returning to 
re-write our memoir from fifty 
years hence--1973. 

We did not run that saga here 
but, Lord willing, will make it 

Lexington Westside Church of Christ
available to you one day. But 
we were able to complete thirty 
chapters in the re-telling of the 
events of the summer of 1973. 
Actually, it covers almost all of 
the year of 1973 and then some 
flashbacks further beyond that. 

As it is any time you write a 
memoir, you see God’s hand 
weaving its way throughout the 
fabric of your life, and you are 
reminded that, truly, “all things 
work together for good for those 
who love the Lord.”

It still amazes me how the 
events of half a century ago 
unfolded and where they led 
us. You will love the story, 
as it is three-fold: a tragedy, a 
comedy, and a romance, and 

probably more.
We will continue to write that 

1973 account of life for the bet-
ter part of 2024, too, as we are 
probably a little past halfway. 
Then again, as you continue 
telling a true account of life 
-- something that reminds you 
that truth is, indeed, still stranger 
than fiction -- you hardly know 
where your mind goes.

Perhaps along the way here in 
the Front-Porch Gospel we can 
show you snippets of events that 
will help inspire and encourage 
you. We’ll try to do that.

All of the chapters of our 
lives become amazing, as you 
look back. You understand that, 
I know. 

I think back just to our journey 
to Purcell, Oklahoma, and to 
the little church in Lexington 
that all began in 2008. We 
have continued to be blessed by 
that work and those people for 
fifteen years now. We have sat 
down here on the front porch 
and shared “this and that” every 
week for those 15 years. 

We will be back, Lord willing, 
up your way the first Sunday in 
January; and we look forward to 
starting a new year. If you have 

any questions you would like for 
us to address or any suggestions 
or encouragements, feel free to 
write us: coachbowen1984@
gmail.com.

Until then, be safe, and enjoy 
all of your family time and your 
time of reflection and thanks-
giving.

Oh, and thanks for traveling 
along with us, reading along, 
thanks for scrolling the paper 
until you see that “Front Porch 
Gospel” script. The Lord be 

willing, you will see it again in 
2024, so get the hot chocolate 
ready and get ready to prop your 
feet up and see where life takes 
us all this year.

God bless! ~ Coach 
P.S. Many thanks are in order 

to The Register for carving out 
a space for us to meet weekly. 
God’s blessings on them, too. 
That is good work, for sure!

(December 25, 2023).
coachbowen1984@gmail.

com

228 N. 2nd Ave, Purcell
(Senior Citizens Center)

SundayS at 10:30 aM
Pastor Duane Elmore

Come 
Join 
Us!

On December 31, 2023, we 
celebrate The Feast of the Holy 
Family. The Feast of the Holy 
Family, is a Roman Catholic 
religious festival falling on the 
first Sunday after Christmas.

Although major feast days 
dedicated to each member of 
the Holy Family—Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph—also exist, the 
Feast of the Holy Family com-
memorates their life together, 
and the celebration focuses on 
religious family life. 

Luke 2:22-40 is the gospel 
reading. Joseph and Mary took 
the baby Jesus to be consecrated 
to the Lord and to offer in sac-
rifice, in accordance with what 
was prescribed in the Law of 
the Lord, a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons.

While they were in Jeru-
salem, a devout and upright 
man, Simeon, was prompted 
by the holy spirit to go to the 
Temple. The Holy Spirit had 
revealed to him that he would 
not see death until he had set 
eyes on Christ.

A prophetess, Anna, had 
lived in the temple for decades, 
and she, too, began to praise 
God, and she spoke of the child 
to all who looked forward to 

Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church
By Stella Bledsoe

the deliverance of Jerusalem.
We must not forget that the 

Holy Family was not a “pain-
free, everything is perfect,” 
family. They also had their 
share of concerns.

Joseph was at the very least 
perplexed about the events 
leading to Mary’s pregnancy. 
He was probably saddened by 
his inability to find a suitable 
place for Mary to give birth. 
And because of a warning in a 
dream, he did not return them 
to their home but instead sought 
refuge in a foreign land.

As Christians, we are also 
called to have holy families. 
In Colossians 3:12-21, St. Paul 
reminds the followers that as 
chosen people of God, we are to 
be clothed in heartfelt compas-
sion and humility, gentleness, 
and patience.

Whatever is said or done 
should be in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. From Paul we also 
learn that we need to cultivate 
all the virtues characteristic 
of a Christian, but above all, 
Love. Life in the Christian 
family is rooted in compas-
sionate love.

Our obedience to God’s di-
rection is not like the military 

in following orders without 
question. Instead, Christian 
obedience means to listen at-
tentively.

Finally in Colossians 3:20-
21, St. Paul says, “Children, 
be obedient to your parents 
always, because that is what 
will please the Lord. Parents, 
do not irritate your children or 
they will lose heart.”

While my child-rearing days 
have passed, I recall clearly 
trying to balance firm direction 
with love. Maybe this reminder 
will help you, too. 

Please join us in celebrating 
the love of Jesus at Our Lady 
of Victory parish.

Our Lady of Victory parish is 
located at 307 West Jefferson. 
The church administrative of-
fice is located at 501 N. 4th, and 
it is open weekday mornings. 
The office number is 405-527-
3077.

Weekend mass services are 
Saturday, 5 p.m.; Sunday, 
11 a.m.; and Sunday, 1 p.m. 
(Spanish).

Daily masses are Tuesday, 
9 a.m.; Wednesday, 12 noon; 
Thursday, 7 p.m. (Spanish), 
and Friday, 9 a.m.

Peace be with you.

 • Photo provided

Santa’s helpers
These volunteers were just a few of the many who prepared food and toy boxes for the McClain 
County Operation Christmas event! 
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Classifieds
The

Purcell Register

405-527-2126
purcellregister.com/classifieds

$12.00 up to 40 words, 20¢ per word after
DEADLINE: 11 a.m. on Tuesday

www.cbheart.com

two locations to serve you
1800 north Green, Purcell, oK

527-3012
Than Maynard, Broker

719 24th avenue sw, norman, oK

366-9600
Melissa Mabry, Broker

Each office is independently owned and operated
residential - acreages & land - new Homes

Farms & ranches - commercially Zoned

Your Perfect PartnerSM

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All properties Are listed on oKC Mls & MArKeted internAtionAlly!

tHan 
Maynard 

Broker

990-8862

BoB 
dicKsion
830-1473

Melissa 
MaBry

401-1390

donna 
JaMes

501-9188

toBy 
PolK

203-9989

wendy 
lowe

820-2955

Pat 
KeitHley
823-0644

Jen 
Gatlin

464-1450

ronnie 
Maynard 
Office Manager

659-8217

Joell Gray
620-4651

Ron Musgrave
615-4810

Caleb Stauffer
314-8438

Donelda Ellis
830-1317

Regena McNatt
659-7620

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566
farm · commercial · residential

“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

www.barkersteelbuildings.com

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566
farm · commercial · residential

“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

www.barkersteelbuildings.com

Our buildings are built 
with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel 
sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock 
gussets. Insulated models 
have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  
All sizes and doors 
available. Before you buy...
compare,and you’ll buy a 
Barker Steel Building.

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

Call for quote

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

VOTED “BEST SOLELY OWNED BODY SHOP” BY STATE FARM

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x12’ Commercial Rollup door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x10’ Commercial Rollup door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

www.jimwest.realtor

405-760-7849

Office
405-366-7707

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Find Your Next Home at www.jimwest.realtor
Text or Call me at 405-760-7849 to get your property on the market

Jim West
Broker Associate

DUPLEX FOR RENT
1508 S. Green Ave

1 br, 1 bath 1 yr lease
First & last mo rent at 

$395/mo + $100 deposit ($890)
Two Yrs Previous landlord(s), employment, 

Background Check & Excellent credit references required.

No pets, no smoking. 405-527-0102

Call or email for Listings Available in your Area.
405-249-2810

Deborah Allison
REAL ESTATE LLC.

Residential, Land, Ranch and Commercial

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

www.DeborahAllisonRealEstate.com

ZONES: CENTRAL
for week of  December 24, 2023
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads for 
this week at www.okpress.org (ocan122423) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

METAL ROOFS 
$4495* 

COMPLETELY INSTALLED 
DECEMBER ONLY

CALL NOW! 800-664-4856
TM CONSTRUCTION     

Sr/Military Discounts *Call for details

METAL ROOFS 
$4495*  

COMPLETELY INSTALLED
DECEMBER ONLY

CALL NOW! 800-664-4856
TM CONSTRUCTION     

Sr/Military Discounts *Call for details

DJ Trailers & Truck BeDs
Truck Beds, Truck Accessories, Services, Parts, & Repairs

3 Mi. E. of Wayne on Hwy. 59
405-449-3535

Now HiriNg
Laborer & 

Concrete Workers
Must be able to lift 50 lbs or More.

We do Residential & Commercial
•	 Concrete	Work
•	 Dirt	Work
•	 Retaining	Walls

Please call Mathew Nauman
405-615-6679

Rosedale,	OKLadonCo InC

405.243.4599 LIC #9338

Wishing you  
all Happy Holidays 
filled with good 
times, good friends 
and good memories.

Happy Holidays

(405)312-2591

Complete Tree Care
Locally Owned/Operated Trimming/Pruning/Removals

Mark LaShomb
Owner/25 Years Exp.

TREES   DOnE   RighT
Tree Experts

Ross’ Lawn
Service

• Complete Lawn Maintenance
• Weed Control
• Fall Cleanup

• Deck/Fence Preservation

Residential and Commercial
Call Ross Shore @

306-1928

Annie & Lloyd
Tree & Landscape Service
• Tree & shrub 

trimming
• Tree removal
• Stump grinding
• Landscaping
• Sodding

Free Estimates Insured

527-7731

• Concrete Work
• Bucket Truck
• Painting
• Fencing
• Roofing
• Construction

WANTED
1,000 ACRES 

OR MORE
Close to Purcell or Lexington
 Green Valley Farms
(405) 990-0452

THIS COPY ONLY FOR THE WEEK OF  
December 24-30 – (ocan122423) 

Please choose the copy below that best fits your ONE column width. Thank you.

1.5” X 3.7” 1.66” X 3.5”

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672
WANT TO BUY

OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it matters most 
– IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We 
can place your ad in 144 newspapers.  
For more information or to place an 
ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672.

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it 
matters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 144 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672.

 

405-627-3920

 Tractor, Car, Trailers, ATV’s, GreenHouses, Poultry/Pork Operation Items, 
Panels, Personal Property, Guns, Furniture, Zero Turn Mower, Walk-In 

Cooler, Produce Farm Items, Small Implements,  1000’s of Items, 

ONLINE & SEaLEd BId aUCTION

Purcell Medical Hospital
on 9.24+/- acres aNd 1000’s Pieces Medical/

Kitchen/Maintenance Equipment

January 9, 2024

COMPUTERS
DALE’S ETC. COMPUTER sales & 
service. Repair, rebuild, and upgrade all 
brands. Free estimates. Reconditioned 
systems from $299. 709 W Jackson, 
Purcell. 527-2949. 01/02/tfc

GARAGE SALES
NORMAN FLEA MARKET: Flea Market 
and biggest garage sale in Norman. 
Friday, December 29, & Saturday, 
December 30. Cleveland County 
Fairgrounds, 615 E. Robinson, Norman. 
Call 405-613-6992 for more info. 
12/28/1tc

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED/TRADE OUT for 
home plus modest salary. PT/FT with 
hands on and oversight of a farm. Full 
background & credit check required. 
Send thorough resume to gvfoffice@
impactsquared.net or call 405-990-
0452. 11/2/tfc

LAWN MAINTENANCE Service is 
looking for dependable help. Must be 
able to work 40-50 hours per week. 
Starting pay $11 to $13 per hour. Call 
405-306-1928. 03/23/tfc

LIVESTOCK
THE OKLAHOMA HORSESHOEING 
SCHOOL will do horseshoeing for $30; 
trimming for $15; and teeth floating for 
$20 by appointment. 405-288-6085. 
01/02/tfc

NOTICES
CYNTHIA GARCIA was last seen 
leaving her job at the FAA in OKC on 
June 2, 2016. On February 1, 2018 
her body was found on a drilling site 
southeast of the Wayne/Payne exit. 
OSBI 1-800-522-8017. 12/14/3tp

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL ~12000SF 1726 N. 
Green. Owner will BTS. Pricing starts 
at $20/SF/YR. HOK PM, Call Than 405-
990-8862. 10/12/tfc

FREE DUPLEX rent in exchange 
for part-time or full-time help. Full 
background check. Contact 405-990-
0452 for consideration. 06/29/tfc

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 bedrooms/2 
baths, large kitchen, dining and living 
area. 2 car garage with breezeway. 2111 
Fairway Dr., Purcell. Backs up to Purcell 
golf course. $1300 per month plus 
$500 deposit. No pets. For information 
call 405-919-3727. 12/21/2tp

PRIME RENTAL location in downtown 
Purcell. Perfect for any professional 
company. Call 405-527-2126 for more 
information. 11/09/8tp

RENTALS SERVICES
VACUUM AND SEWING machine 
repair. Parts and services for all brands. 
We also stock bags and belts! Dale’s 
Etc. 709 W. Jackson, Purcell 527-2949. 
01/02/tfc

LPXLP

No. 883-December 28-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF JACK W. HARNSBERGER,
DECEASED.

Case No. PB-23-94
NOTICE OF HEARING FINAL 
ACCOUNT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE, PETITION 
FOR DETERMINATION OF 
HEIRS, DISTRIBUTION OF
ESTATE AND DISCHARGE

JACK RANDAL HARNSBERG-
ER, having on this day presented 
for settlement and filed in this 
Court his Final Account of the ad-
ministration of the Estate of JACK 
W. HARNSBERGER, Deceased, 
and having filed with his account a 
Petition for Distribution of the Es-
tate of JACK W. HARNSBERGER, 
Deceased, and Discharge as 
Personal Representative.

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the 18th day of January, 2024, at 
the hour of at 9:30 o’clock A.M. 
of said date in the Courtroom of 
the undersigned Judge, or the 
Judge to whom this cause is 
assigned on said hearing date, 
in the County Courthouse in the 
city of PURCELL, McClain County, 
Oklahoma, has been duly fixed 
and appointed by the Court for 
the hearing thereon, at which time 
and place any person interested 
may appear, and show cause, if 
any they have, why said account 
should not be approved, the heirs 
of said Decedent should not be 
determined, the distribution of 
said Estate should not be made as 
prayed for, and said JACK RAN-
DAL HARNSBERGER discharged 
as Personal Representative.

/s/ Charles Gray
CHARLES GRAY
JUDGE OF THE

DISTRICT COURT
DON FRANKENBERG, 3095
FRANKENBERG LAW FIRM
502 S MAIN
LINDSAY, OKLAHOMA 73052
Telephone: (405) 756-2000
Facsimile: (405) 756-4316
dfrankenberg@aol.com
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative

No. 869-December 21-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF McCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF GLENN WAYNE BOYDSTON,
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2023-133
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of Glenn Wayne 
Boydston, Deceased:

All creditors having claims 
against Glenn Wayne Boydston, 
Deceased, are required to pres-
ent the same with a description 
of all security interests and other 
collateral (if any) held by each 
creditor with respect to such 
claim, to Jerry Boydston, Personal 
Representative, at the law office of 
Blevins and Associates Law PLLC, 
138 W. Main, Purcell, OK 73080, 
addressed to James B. Blevins, 
Jr., attorney for the Personal 
Representative, on or before the 
following presentment date: 14th 
day of February 2024, or the same 
will be forever barred.

DATED this 14th day of Decem-
ber 2023.

/s/ James B. Blevins, Jr.
James B. Blevins, Jr.,

OBA #881
Carrie Kopp, OBA #21731

George W. Velotta, II,
OBA #9223

Blevins and Associates Law 
PLLC

138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565
Purcell, OK 73080

Phone: 405-527-7575
Fax: 405-527-7574

Attorney for Personal
Representative

Legal
Publications
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DIVISION 1 - DAILIES 
Population more than 30,000

Points in the first eight categories determine the Sequoyah Award winner in each division. See total 
points for Sequoyah Award at right. Points are awarded on the following scale:

 EVENTS 1-3  EVENTS 4-8
1st Place  110 Points  100 Points
2nd Place  80 Points  70 Points
3rd Place  60 Points  50 Points

AWARD WINNING LOGO:
Download at 

www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

As an award winner in the 2021 OPA Better Newspaper 
Contest, your newspaper may run the Award Winning Ad 
and Award Winning Logo in your publication for the next 
year. Download the ad and logo at:

www.OkPress.com/ 
contest-winners-2021

AWARD WINNING AD. Download at www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

You’re looking at an 
AWARD-WINNING 
NEWSPAPER! 

We’re proud to announce that this newspaper was named the 
Sequoyah Award Winner in the Oklahoma Press Association’s 
2021 Better Newspaper Contest. The Sequoyah Award is the 
highest honor presented in the annual competition.

We took a moment to celebrate this achievement, but are once 
again working hard to bring you news that you trust.

For the next year, we will proudly display 
the 2021 award-winning emblem, which 
signifies continued excellence and service  
to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.

TWO COLUMN (12P)
4.08” X 7.5”
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The Oklahoma State Fire 
Marshal’s office is actively 
investigating three highly 
suspicious fires, two that oc-
curred nearly simultaneously 
early last Friday morning and 
one on Saturday night.

All three houses that were 
destroyed – one at 128 W. 
Bruel, a two story house in 
the 100 block of Fox and the 
house at 431 S. Santa Fe – were 
vacant at the time of the fires.

The first call came in Friday 
morning at 5:42 a.m.

Firefighters found the home 
fully engulfed when they ar-
rived.

Just 23 minutes later the 
second call came in the vacant 
two story house in the 100 
block of Fox.

That house was also fully 
involved.

Purcell requested mutual 
aid from Lexington’s Fire De-
partment with the two homes 
burning at the same time.

Due to the structure being in 
a back yard and adjacent to a 
dead end alley, access proved 
to be difficult.

Once the fire was no longer 
active, Lexington Firefighters 
were released. Purcell Fire-
fighters remained on scene 
awaiting the arrival of the 
State Fire Marshal.

He investigated both fire 
scenes and again after the 

SUSPICIOUS 

FIRES 
scrutinized

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Bill Breugan • The Purcell Register

Another fire
The Purcell.Fire.Department.responded.to.a.house.fire.at.the.corner.of.Delaware.and.
Santa.Fe.streets.just.before.11.p.m..Saturday.night..The.house.was.vacant.and.no.injuries.
were.reported..It.was.the.third.such.fire.in.two.days.

Janelle Winterton com-
pleted the perfect trifecta 
Saturday in Ardmore winning 
State in the 300 meter hurdles 
for the third year in a row.

The Lady Bulldog speed-
ster covered the 300 meters 
in 44.82.

The Lexington senior also 
won the State 3A title in the 
long jump with a 17’ 2 3/4” 
leap.

Winterton won as a sopho-
more in 46.35 when she was 

state runner up in the long 
jump with a 16’9” effort.

As a junior, she won the 
hurdles in 45.46, shaving off 
time every year. 

“I didn’t even know if she 
was going to run three weeks 
ago,” head coach Derek Clark 
said. “She’s been battling 
injury all year.

“I’m so proud of her grit 

Winterton wins 
third hurdle title
Back-to-back-to-back 300 meter 
hurdle State Championships

Brian Blansett • Lincoln County News

State champion
Lexington senior.Janelle.Winterton.won.State.in.the.300.meter.
hurdles.for.the.third.year.in.a.row.in.Ardmore.at.the.State.meet..
She.ran.the.race.in.44.82.

Purcell Schools are offi-
cially in the soccer business.

In its regular month-
ly meeting 
M o n d a y 
the board 
of educa-
tion unani-
mously vot-
ed to incorporate soccer as 
an extracurricular activity 
for the school district.

The vote resulted in ap-
plause from the 50 people 
in attendance, all in support 
of adding the sport.

“Soccer is a beloved sport 
worldwide, and we believe 
it will be a great addition 
to our athletics program,” 
Superintendent Dr. Sheli 
McAdoo said. “We are 
committed to providing 
diverse opportunities for 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

PHS 
gets new 
sport
Soccer added to 
athletic options

RebeccaAndrews
The Purcell Register

Letter Carriers’ Stamp 
Out Hunger food
drive this Saturday

Saturday, May 13, letter 
carriers in McClain County 
will collect nonperishable 
food donations from homes 
on their routes as part of the 
31st National Association of 
Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out 
Hunger Food Drive.

On May 13, residents are 

encouraged to fill the bag, 
or any plastic bag, with non-
perishable food and leave it 
by their mailbox before their 
letter carrier arrives.

“The Stamp Out Food 

The City of Purcell has set 
free limb/brush collection for 
curb side pickup for the time 
frame of May 1-26.

Purcell residents living east 
of Green Avenue between 
Grant and Highway 39 need 
to have brush and limbs at 
the curb by Sunday, May 14.

The city will pick up that 
debris between Monday, May 
15,  and Friday, May 19.

Purcell residents living west 
of Green Ave. between Grant 
Street and Highway 39 need 

Brush pickup schedule

State Fire Marshal 
investigating

Sonshine Shaved Ice is 
owned and operated by 
the Jacobs Family out of 
Wayne. 

Penny Jacobs and her son, 
Zachary, run the truck at 
many activities and events 
in and around Wayne.

Zachary is a loving and 
hardworking 24 year old 

navigating through life with 
Autism.

Aut ism or  Aut i sm 

Autism doesn’t 
keep Zachary down

Wayne welcomes Sonshine Shaved Ice

 • Photo provided

Shaved ice
Zachary and.his.mother,.Penny.Jacobs,.operate.this.shaved.ice.business.in.Wayne.

Please see Fire, back page

Please see Soccer, back pagePlease see Ice, back pagePlease see Brush, back page

Please see Hunger, back page

Please see Winterton, back page
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Rodeo roundup
An entire page of 
rodeo pictures from 
the Cole benefit 
event.
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Municipal 
Hospital 
got its new 
signs.

■ Deadlines
• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday

■ Contact us
405-527-2126
purcellregister@gmail.com

The
Purcell Register

Since 1887
Thursday, June 22, 2023 purcellregister.com 75¢Vol. 136 No. 32 • 3 sections • 36 pages

News 
Source for
The 
Heart of 
Oklahoma

PAULS VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
presents

5th FRIDAY
ART WALK

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2023
5:55 TO 9:00 PM

ART•MUSIC•FOOD TRUCKS
SILENT AUCTION & DOOR PRIZES

Come join us in

�
 

PA U L S VA L L E Y. C O M

@PaulsValleyArtsPVArtsCouncil

5
Garvin County

4-H Photography 
Show &

PVAC Member Show
 AT PAULS VALLEY ARTS AND 

CULTURAL BUILDING • 220 W PAUL AVE

Come join us in

PAULSVALLEY.COM

@PaulsValleyArtsPVArtsCouncil

PAULS VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
presents

5th FRIDAY
ART WALK

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2023
5:55 TO 9:00 PM

ART•MUSIC•FOOD TRUCKS
SILENT AUCTION & DOOR PRIZES

Come join us in

�
 

PA U L S VA L L E Y. C O M

@PaulsValleyArtsPVArtsCouncil

5
Garvin County

4-H Photography 
Show &

PVAC Member Show
 AT PAULS VALLEY ARTS AND 

CULTURAL BUILDING • 220 W PAUL AVE

PAULS VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
presents

5th FRIDAY
ART WALK

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2023
5:55 TO 9:00 PM

ART•MUSIC•FOOD TRUCKS
SILENT AUCTION & DOOR PRIZES

Come join us in

�
 

PA U L S VA L L E Y. C O M

@PaulsValleyArtsPVArtsCouncil

5
Garvin County

4-H Photography 
Show &

PVAC Member Show
 AT PAULS VALLEY ARTS AND 

CULTURAL BUILDING • 220 W PAUL AVE

PAULS VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
presents

5th FRIDAY
ART WALK

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2023
5:55 TO 9:00 PM

ART•MUSIC•FOOD TRUCKS
SILENT AUCTION & DOOR PRIZES

Come join us in

�
 

PA U L S VA L L E Y. C O M

@PaulsValleyArtsPVArtsCouncil

5
Garvin County

4-H Photography 
Show &

PVAC Member Show
 AT PAULS VALLEY ARTS AND 

CULTURAL BUILDING • 220 W PAUL AVE

PAULS VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
presents

5th FRIDAY
ART WALK

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2023
5:55 TO 9:00 PM

ART•MUSIC•FOOD TRUCKS
SILENT AUCTION & DOOR PRIZES

Come join us in

�
 

PA U L S VA L L E Y. C O M

@PaulsValleyArtsPVArtsCouncil

5
Garvin County

4-H Photography 
Show &

PVAC Member Show
 AT PAULS VALLEY ARTS AND 

CULTURAL BUILDING • 220 W PAUL AVE

Welcome PHS Alumni!The
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SEEING 
RED 
Purcell Alumni Reunion Returns

 Nearly two years re-
moved from their last meet-
ing, Purcell alumni will come 
together for another reunion 
this Saturday at Purcell High 
School. 

“We’ve done so many different 
things in the past, but this year 
we’re just having a dinner,” 
said event organizer Pam 
Hobbs. 

“We’re going to induct 
the newest class of the 
athletic Hall of Fame 
members that evening as well,” she added. 

Hobbs stated that almost 300 former 
graduates had reserved meals ahead of time. 

“It’s my 40 year class reunion and I 
think I’m most looking forward to see-

ing the people coming back. 
I enjoy seeing them happy 
and hearing about their 
accomplishments between 
reunions,” she said.  “Those 
are the things that bring me 
joy when I go to a reunion.”

Registration for this 
Saturday’s reunion be-
gins at 8:30 a.m. in the 

high school’s commons 
area and will conclude at 

12:30 p.m. 
Soon after at 1:30 p.m., a 

memorial service will be held 
at Red Hill to remember those that have 
passed between reunions.

Finally, at 5:30 p.m., dinner catered by 

ZackWright
The Purcell Register

20,000 fentanyl 
pills seized here
Routine traffic stop results  
in big catch for deputy McCraw

A routine traffic stop by 
McClain County Sheriff 
Deputy Shane McCraw early 
last week turned out to be 
big bust of illegal oxycodone 
pills.

The white Jeep was pulled 

over for a traffic violation but 
during the stop McCraw’s 
drug dog, Spike, sniffed 
out the illegal and deadly 
fentanyl pills.

When the dust had settled 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

• Photo provided

Confiscated
Sheriff Deputy Shane McCraw and his drug dog, Spike, 
took 20,000 fentanyl pills out of circulation after a traffic 
stop last week.

The Criswell family put 
on the Third Annual Jimmy 
Criswell Memorial Car 
Show last Saturday at the 
Purcell City Lake.

Since losing Jimmy 
Criswell in 2021, the 
Criswell family has carried 
on his legacy by hosting the 
car show.

“Just as Jimmy would do, 
the family pays it forward 

Successful Criswell car show
Proceeds donated to family in need

 • Photo provided

Show stoppers
Winners of last Saturday’s Jimmy Criswell Memorial Car Show from left, Harold Ham, 
Best of Show with his ‘64 Chevy C-10 pickup, Dennis Mitchell, Best Interior with his ‘55 
Chevy Bel Air,  Missi Webb, Best Car with her ‘66 Chevy Corvette, Show Benefactor Jana 
Selman, Tim Albert, Best Truck with his ‘54 Chevy pickup and the family, Larrie Criswell, 
Brandon Criswell and Aaron Criswell.

The Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol reports a 20-year-old 
Wayne man was killed in 
a one vehicle accident in 
Payne June 17.

The OHP said Jason Layne 
Hoskins died when his 2019 
Chevrolet Trax veered off 
the roadway striking a fence 
and overturning one com-
plete time coming to rest on 
its passenger side.

Investigating Trooper 
Cummings said the accident 
occurrevd between midnight 
and 7:45 a.m. on 120th Street 
150 feet east of Eastern 
Avenue.

Hoskins sustained injuries 
both internal and external to 
his trunk, Cummings said.

Assisting Cummings of 
the Cleveland/McClain 
County detachment of Troop 
A were LT Gottschalk, 
Trooper Davis of the Okla-
homa County detachment 
of Troop A, as well as the 
McClain County Sheriff’s 
Office, Wadley’s EMS and 
the Payne Fire Department.

The accident remains 
under investigation.

Deadly
accident

Oklahomans affected by 
the April 19-20 straight-line 
winds, tornadoes and severe 
weather have received more 
than $2 million from FEMA.

However, time is running 
out for survivors to apply for 
disaster assistance. The last 
day to register with FEMA 
is June 23.

Survivors who have insur-
ance are encouraged to file 
a claim for disaster-caused 
damage before they apply 
for FEMA assistance but 
you do not need to wait for 
your insurance settlement 
to apply. 

FEMA may provide 

June 23 
deadline 
for filing
For assistance 
from FEMA 
after April 19 
storm

Sports

For this week’s 
installment of our 
summer series, we 
spoke with Parker 
Goldston, a senior at 
Purcell High School.

Parker serves as Purcell 
High School’s Dragon and 
is also the older brother of 
previous spotlight student, 
Carter Goldston.  

Parker’s conversation is 
below. For those interested 
in featuring your student in 
the spotlight, please send a 
picture of the student with 
a short description stating 

why they should 
be featured to pur-
cellregister@gmail.
com. 
Q: What is one of 

your favorite memo-
ries from cheering in 
high school? 

A: “Interacting with the 
fans and kiddos…going to 
State last November. It was 
exciting and nerve-racking 
because I had never done 
it before.”
Q: What is something 

a coach has told you that 
you’ve remembered or that 

ZackWright
The Purcell Register

Parker 
Goldston

Please see FEMA, page 9A

Please see Criswell, page 9A

Please see Fentanyl, page 9A

Please see Parker, page 9A

Please see Alumni, page 9A

Thursday, August 31, 2023 purcellregister.com 75¢Vol. 136 No. 42 • 3 sections • 40 pages

News 
Source for
The 
Heart of 
Oklahoma

Since 1887

The
Purcell Register

Opinion ................4A

Society .................6A

Sports ..................1B

Obituaries ..........10A

Classifieds .........16B
Pg. 1B Pg. 1B

Inside Inside Find it...

Perfection
Washington hurler 
Emjay Lucas tosses 
a perfect game.

Soccer coach
Andrea Kulessa 
has been named 
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Fatal fire
The Oklahoma State Medical Examiner’s Office in Oklahoma City has the remains of a person who was killed in a house fire on Ropers Avenue in rural Wayne 
last Sunday morning. McClain County Sheriff Landy Offolter reports officials know the name of the person who lived in the house but positive identification 
has not been confirmed. Offolter said two children who often stay there were located away from the fire. The ME will also determine the cause of death, the 
sheriff said. Both Wayne and Purcell Firefighters answered the call around 6 a.m. Sunday but the house was already a total loss by the time they arrived.

There is a new, yet famil-
iar, face around the McClain 
County Courthouse.

Honorable Judge Lori Puck-
ett was sworn in as the Special 
Judge in June. She replaces 
Honorable Judge Leland 
Shilling who retired earlier 
this year. 

When asked if she was ready 
for her new position she said 
“I am excited to be back in 
McClain County and I am 
anxious to dig in.”

She is responsible for do-
mestic cases such as divorce 
and paternity. She will also 
have small claims cases, 
magistrate responsibilities 
and preliminary hearings on 
her docket.

Judge Puckett is an Okla-
homa native, originally from 
Bristow. She comes from 
a law enforcement family. 
She graduated from Bristow 
High School and went on to 
Oklahoma State University 
for undergraduate studies. She 

RebeccaAndrews
The Purcell Register

Puckett 

new 
special 
judge
Formerly worked 
in district 
attorney’s office

Judge Lori Puckett

• Photo provided

Service recognition
Dale Bunn is recognized for his 10 years of service to OMPA 
Board of Directors by (from left) OMPA Board Chairman Homer 
Nicholson of Ponca City, OMPA Board Treasurer Dale Bunn 
and OMPA General Manager David Osburn.

Dale Bunn honored 
for service to OMPA 
Board of Directors

Dale Bunn, City Manager 
of Purcell, was honored at 
the August 10 meeting of the 
OMPA Board of Directors 
for his service these past 
10 years. 

Bunn serves on the Ex-
ecutive Committee as Board 
Treasurer following a time 
as Secretary. Bunn Chairs 
the OMPA Audit and Fi-
nance Committee and is a 
member of the Nominations 
and the Risk Management 
Committees. 

Bunn began his service on 
the OMPA Board of Direc-
tors on June 8, 2013. The 
OMPA Board of Directors 

meets each month on the 
second Thursday of the 
month at the OMPA offices 
in Edmond.

Board members are not 
compensated for their ser-
vice to the OMPA Board, as 
it is a commitment of their 
own time when choosing 
to serve. 

Bunn has been the Pur-
cell City Manager since 
2011. OMPA has delivered 
wholesale power to the City 
of Purcell since 2008.

A wholesa le  power 

An annual audit on Mc-
Clain County business 
during 2021 by Oklahoma 
State Auditor and Inspector 
(OSAI) Cindy Byrd’s office 
was returned with some rec-
ommendations for putting 
into place internal controls 
on a federal program in-
volving a coronavirus relief 
fund, and internal controls 
on the Court Clerk’s collec-
tion and disbursement pro-
cesses, as well as changes 
to the processes used by the 
Sheriff’s Office inmate trust 
fund checking account and  
commissary fund.

The audit cited the lack 
of internal controls over 
the court clerk’s collection 

and disbursement 
processes, and the 

noncompliance 
with the in-

mate trust 
fund check-

ing account and the commis-
sary fund as repeat findings 
from the OSAI’s 2020 an-
nual audit. The audits also 
included statements from 
the County Commissioners, 
the Court Clerk, and the 
Sheriff on how they intend to 
correct the internal controls.

County Commissioners
recommendations
The Coronavirus Relief 

Fund is a federal grant 

which is passed through 
by the Oklahoma Office of 
Management and Enterprise 
Services and the Oklahoma 
Department of Emergency 
Management. While the 
audit did not question costs 
associated with the grant, 
it noted that guidance pro-
vided through the program 
had not been followed for  
complying with grant re-
quirements.

“County-wide controls 
regarding control environ-
ment, risk assessment, infor-
mation and communication, 
and monitoring have not 
been designed,” states the 
audit, adding that policies 

Annual OSAI county audit
shows some areas of concern
MarkCodner
For The Purcell Register

It’s that time of year 
again when you need 
to get out your best of 
everything to be judged at 
the McClain County Fair.

OHCE and Open Class building 
exhibits and 4-H Building Exhibits 
will check-in Tuesday.

Baked goods and fresh flow-
ers will check-in Wednesday 

and building exhibits 
will be judged.

That same day will be 
the completion of educa-

tional displays.
The annual fair runs from Sep-

tember 7-9 at the McClain 
County Expo Center 
on Hardcastle Blvd.

It’s that time of year
McClain County Fair September 7-9

Monday’s observance of La-
bor Day means a long weekend 
ahead for many area residents.

All City of Purcell depart-
ments will be closed from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday Septem-
ber 1 for an employee event.

They will join Lexington, 

Labor Day 
closings

Please see Puckett, back page

Please see Closings, back pagePlease see Bunn, back page

Please see Audit, back page
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District title
The winner of the 
Purcell-Washington 
game Thursday will 
have the inside track 
to a league title.

Pupils of 
the Month
Meet Purcell’s 
top junior high 
students.
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Purcell couldn’t quite put the cherry 
on top of a spectacular fast-pitch season, 
losing in the State Championship finals 
to Newcastle 4-0.

The Dragons ended the season 29-10; 
cooking Poteau in the first round, 12-5 
and blanking Blanchard in the semifinals 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Janet Moore • The Purcell Register

State runners-up
The Purcell fast-pitch softball team claimed State runners-up Saturday at Marita Hynes Field on the OU campus. They fell 
to Newcastle 4-0. Pictured are, from front left, Kailynn Helton, Payci Constant, Savanna Edwards and Kelly Anderson. On 
the second row, from left, are are manager Haley Kretchmar, Ellie Reed, Jasey Baker, Kenna Esparza, Lili Del Toro and Anika 
Raper. On the back row, from left, are head coach Sarah Jones, Hannah Whitaker, Hadleigh Harp, Emma Renfro, Brynley 
Jennings, Mac McKay, KK Vazquez, Aubrey Elmore, Ella Resendiz and assistant coach Roger Raper.

Lexington’s 2023 football 
homecoming will be Friday 
night at Floyd West Field be-
ginning at 7 p.m. prior to their 
gridiron clash with Marietta at 
7:30 p.m.

Queen candidates for this 
year include Thore Langford, 
Katie Paulus, Maison Sissney, 
Morgan Cline, Kiely Givens, 
Serenity Hannabass, Adeline 
Gower, Elena Serrano and 

Alie Holler-Willess.
King candidates include 

Daemean O. Swales, Dominic 
Diaz, Booth Vaughn, Logan 
Carroll, Jarrett Stone and Ean 
Caywood.

The flower girl is Jordyn 
Thetford while Jonesy Ennis 
will serve as crown bearer.

Langford is the daughter of 
Tonja and William Langford. 
She is a member of the Na-

tional Honor Society and is 
president of FCCLA.

She attends Mid-America 
Technology Center and is in 
student council. She plans to 
go to college and live her life 
to the fullest.

Her favorite quote is from 
Martin Luther King, Jr., “Hate 

Lex homecoming Friday
Queen coronation begins at 7 p.m.

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Orange royalty
The Lexington Bulldogs will hold homecoming coronation at 7 p.m. Friday. Members of the 
2023 homecoming court include, from front left, flower girl Jordyn Thetford, Alie Holler-Willess, 
Adeline Gower, Kiely Givens, Maison Sissney, Elena Serrano, Thore Langford, Katie Paulus 
and crown bearer Jonesy Ennis. On the back row, from left, are Dominic Diaz, Jarrett Stone, 
Ean Caywood, Logan Carroll, Booth Vaughn, Daemean Swales. Morgan Cline and Serenity 
Hannabass were not pictured.

The City of Purcell has set 
free limb/brush collection 
for curbside pickup for the 
time frame of October 1-27.

Purcell residents living 
west of Green Ave. between 
Grant Street and Highway 

39 need to have brush and 
limbs at the curb by Sunday, 
October 22.

The city will pick up 

Brush pickup

Purcell’s National Honor 
Society will host its annual 
Veterans Day program and 
luncheon November 9.

Veterans are welcome to 
begin gathering at the high 
school to fellowship in the 
library before being escorted 

Veterans 
Day 
program
November 9  
at PHS

Moon  
& movie 
Saturday

• Photo provided

Books for Operation Christmas
McClain County Operation Christmas received 47 boxes of books from Cindy Millsap and 
the Tommy Totebag project.  These books will be given out along with toys and food boxes 
on December 15. Tim Wilson, Cindy Millsap, Megan Millsap and Casey Millsap are pictured 
loading the boxes of books. Applications for Operation Christmas are now being accepted. 
For more information call Gale Wilson at 405-250-8316.

Main StreetScape 
still on schedule

Officials with Rudy Con-
struction confirmed Tuesday 
morning the Main StreetScape 
project is on schedule.

Most of the concrete, pav-
ers and asphalt work should 
be completed in the next two 
weeks – weather permitting 
– and the remainder of the 
project will be completed in 
four weeks. 

As of today (Thursday) 
the project is on day 151 of 

a 178-day contract. Officials 
report the project is still on 
budget as well.

Rudy Construction will be 
on the hook for “liquidated 
damages” if the project is 
not complete by November 
15. There is no stipulation 
for relief in the contract for 
weather, unless the Governor 

Fan support tremendous at State Tournament

DragonS
State Runners-up

Please see Brush, back page

Please see Runners-up, page 9A

Please see StreetScape, back page 

Please see Veterans, back page Please see Movie, back page 

Please see Lex, back page

Stargazing and a movie 
screening are on tap this 
Saturday at the Purcell 
Multi-Purpose Center.

It all begins at 6:30 with a 
presentation about the solar 
system by Ten Acre Obser-
vatory. Science experiments 
and demonstrations will be 
put on by Mad Science.

Amateurs and professionals 
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Purcell 
10-1
Softball 
team is 
4-0 in 
district.

Football begins
Three Heart of 
Oklahoma gridiron 
teams open the 2023 
season Friday.
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If the old adage of “it takes a 
village to raise a child” is true,  
the same could be said for 
Purcell getting into esports, 
an OSSAA sanctioned sport.

School officials reported 
at the unveiling ceremony 
last week there are two state 
tournaments for the sport, 
one in the fall and one in the 
spring.

A collaborative effort by 
many has put together a first-
class esports lab at the high 
school that can be a model 
for other schools to follow.

High school principal Ja-
son Sanders got the ball roll-
ing by seeking a grant from 
the Purcell Public School John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Up and running
OSSAA sanctioned esports has been introduced to Purcell High School students with an 
outstanding facility off the high school library.

 • Photo provided

Lahaina smoke
Out the window of their Sheraton in Lahaina, HI Jennifer and 
Andrew Cunningham could see the smoke from the wildfire 
that has claimed at least 111 lives in Maui.

Anyone who’s been to 
Hawaii knows the flight back 
home can be taxing.

But a local couple’s recent 

return home took the cake.
The former Jennifer Page, 

now Jennifer Cunningham 

Area couple 
were in Lahaina
Two local high school grads on 
honeymoon in Maui during wildfires
John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Huge turnout
A massive amount of people were on hand for the ribbon cutting at the Rotary Playground at the Purcell City Lake Saturday to watch Parks and Recreation 
Director John Blue do the official ribbon cutting for the outstanding facility.

New staff and teachers 
at Mid-America Technol-
ogy Center for the 2023-
2024 school year include 
Nicole Aderhold, Marci 
Burkhart, Chelsea Hatton, 

MATC welcomes new faculty

Jackson KirbyIvey TuckJames

Aderhold HattonBurkhart Hensley

Laningham

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Wendy 
Chick, owner of the Junky 

Chick Floral 
and Boutique 
in Wayne.

Q. What 
made you 
decide to go 
into retail?

A. It was 
a  l i f e long 
d r e a m  o f 

mine!
Q. What’s the most fun 

part of your job?
A. Visiting with people and 

5 questions 
with Wendy 
Chick

PURCELL

AreA School
EnrollmEnts

washington waynE LExington
2023

 pre-K 47
 K 62
 1 75
 2 74
 3 70
 4 80
 5 64
 6 56
 7 78
 8 87
 9 72
 10 81
 11 90
 12 70
 1,006

2023
 pre-K 20
 K 30
 1 41
 2 34
 3 28
 4 38
 5 26
 6 33
 7 31
 8 37
 9 43
 10 34
 11 41
 12 35
 471

2022
 pre-K 56
 K 101
 1 87
 2 75
 3 96
 4 71
 5 78
 6 105
 7 87
 8 98
 9 79
 10 92
 11 98
 12 89
 1,212

2023
 pre-K 68
 K 102
 1 104
 2 106
 3 121
 4 106
 5 111
 6 104
 7 106
 8 114
 9 106
 10 103
 11 123
 12 102
 1,476

2023
 pre-K 90
 K 71
 1 112
 2 88
 3 82
 4 90
 5 74
 6 86
 7 107
 8 85
 9 95
 10 82
 11 86
 12 92
 1,239

2022
 pre-K 80
 K 104
 1 126
 2 124
 3 117
 4 106
 5 104
 6 103
 7 104
 8 106
 9 116
 10 125
 11 102
 12 75
 1,492

2022
 pre-K 17
 K 38
 1 28
 2 26
 3 35
 4 27
 5 29
 6 30
 7 29
 8 42
 9 35
 10 45
 11 37
 12 33
 451

2022
 pre-K 48
 K 71
 1 80
 2 73
 3 78
 4 59
 5 56
 6 73
 7 85
 8 64
 9 90
 10 95
 11 78
 12 50
 1,000

Chick

is top shelf State-of-the-art facility has 
all the bells and whistles

Esports lab

Please see Esports, page 9APlease see Maui, back page

Please see Chick, back page

Please see MATC, page 9A

Magazine delayed
Press malfunctions out of our control 

have delayed the production of The 
Purcell Register’s annual pre-season 
football magazine.

The popular publication was sched-
uled to be inserted in this week’s news-
paper but will not be until next week.
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Quarterfinals
Washington 
plays Vian 
in the State 
Quarterfinals  
at Ada.

Where’s the 
money?
See how the county 
is spending your 
money in the 
commissioner’s 
proceedings.
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POP Art
Local artist James Kyzer was among those with a booth at last Saturday’s Heart of 
Christmas craft show at the McClain County Fairgrounds.

Most people will be glad to 
have some time off this week 
as the nation observes the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

The Purcell Register 
will be closed Thursday 
and Friday, as will state of-
fices, the McClain County 
Courthouse and city offic-
es in Purcell, Lexington, 
Goldsby, Washington and 
Wayne.

Thanksgiving is a federal 
holiday on Thursday only. 
There will be no mail delivery 
that day.

Area schools – Purcell, 
Lexington, Washington and 
Wayne – are on a week long 
break which began Monday 
and will run through Friday.

The holiday break is a 
bit shorter at Mid-America 
Technology Center. It began 
Wednesday and continues 
through Friday.

First United Bank will be 
closed on Thursday, but will 
have regular business hours on 
Wednesday and Friday.

McClain Bank will be closed 
on Thursday and the lobby will 
close at 3 p.m. on Wednesday 
but the drive-thru will have 
regular hours. The bank will 
have normal drive-thru hours 
on Friday.

Purcell’s City Council 
voted to hire Sam Demel 
as the replacement for 
long-time City Manager 
Dale Bunn at Monday 
night’s special meeting at 
the Community Room of 
the Purcell Police Service 
Building.

The council voted unani-
mously with the absence 
of Ted Cox to hire Demel, 
who is presently the City 
Administrator for Kiowa, 
Kan.

Mayor Graham Fishburn 
reported 25 people applied 
for the Purcell position. 
Eight were interviewed 
with four making in-person 
visits for interviews in 
Purcell including Demel.

Demel, who has 25 years 
of experience, is scheduled 
to start his duties here in 
January.

Councilman Allen Eu-
banks said Demel met with 
every department head dur-
ing his day-long interview 
in Purcell.

He will be the General 
Manager for the Purcell 
Public Works Authority in 
addition to wearing the title 

of City Manager.
“First of all I’d like to 

say how much I appreciate 
Dale and all he’s done,” 
Mayor Graham Fishburn 
said. “But, we’re excited 
about Sam.

“He was our top choice 
due to his experience, edu-
cation and his background. 
He provided the best fit for 
our city,” Fishburn con-
tinued. “He distinguished 
himself by the way he 
listened to the employees 
when he was here. He had 
an excellent interview and 
is highly motivated to be 
here.”

Holiday 
closings
Area prepared 
to observe 
Thanksgiving

Demel 
named 

City Manager

Thanksgiving, community, 
family and treasured memories

Greg Wheat
Heart Of Oklahoma Chamber 

Of Commerce President 
Thanksgiving is a special time 

to gather with family and friends, 
creating cherished memories that 
linger in our hearts for a lifetime. 
With that in mind, let’s take time 
to reflect on the immense blessings 

that surround us in the tapestry of 
life, family, and our communities. 
They are the threads that are woven 
together to create a story of warmth 
and connection into our lives.

In the presence of family, friends, 

Markee Jacks Karrah Allen

Bowen Nicklas Kade Meigs

Tucker Clary Lucia WilliamsKimber Mathis Maddison MeskimenDrake Carr Izayah McCalip

First grade chefs on cooking Thanksgiving turkey
Two students from each 

first grade class at Purcell 
Elementary were recently 
interviewed by The Pur-
cell Register as to how to 
prepare the Thanksgiving 
turkey and what they might 
serve alongside the bird.

Markee Jacks
“You put it in a frying pan 

for 20 minutes. Put salt and 
pepper on it but no stuffing. 
I would also have mashed 
potatoes and that’s all.”

Bowen Nicklas
“Put it in the oven on the 

bottom and heat it up for 
10 minutes at 60 degrees. 

I would also want mashed 
potatoes, chicken, bread 
and pepperoni pizza.”

Tucker Clary
“My Dad would shoot 

a turkey because he’s a 
hunter. We would cook it 
with cheeseburgers. You 
put it in the stove at 30 
degrees. Usually my Mom 
cooks them in the oven. I 
would also want carrots, 
biscuits and pumpkin pie.”

Kimber Mathis
“We might go to my 

Nanna’s house. That’s 
where we usually go. You 
put it in the oven for 20 
minutes at 20 degrees. I 
would also want smashed 

potatoes, carrots, biscuits, 
green beans and pumpkin 
pie.”

Drake Carr
“You put it in the oven 

and put pepper on it. You 
cook it for 30 minutes at 30 
degrees. I would also want 
green beans, corn dogs and 
pumpkin pie.”

Lucia Williams

“My Mom put it in the 
oven for 10 minutes.” She 
didn’t have any idea about 
the temperature of the oven. 
“I would also have mashed 
potatoes, grapes and ice 
cream.”

Maddison Meskimen
“You put it in the oven for 

10 minutes at 100 degrees. 
I would also want mashed 
potatoes, carrots, rolls and 
apple pie.”

Izayah McCalip
“I would cook it and put 

it on a plate. You cook it 
in the oven or on the grill. 
You cook it for 20 minutes 
on low. I would also like to 
have chicken sweets with 

mustard. I would put veg-
etables around the turkey 
and have cinnamon rolls 
for dessert.”

Kade Meigs
“Usually you put it in the 

oven for 10 or 12 minutes 
or maybe seven degrees. I 
would also have stuffing, 
bones, corn, green beans, 
mashed potatoes, carrots, 
cranberries and ice cream 
for dessert.”

Karrah Allen
“I would cook it good. 

You put it in the oven for 
seven hours at 6 degrees. 
I would also have bread, 
salad, peaches and pump-
kin pie.”

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register And what they 

would serve 
alongside the 

main meal

Greg Wheat

Opinion

Please see Memories, back page

The
Purcell Register

Happy Thanksgiving

Reprinted due to a 
computer glitch that left 

off some students’ names.

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Sam Demel

Please see Demel, back page

The Sunday night thun-
derstorm that produced a 
lot of thunder and lightning 
also had some much needed 
rain and there were reports 
of up to nickel-size hail.

The drizzle Sunday cou-
pled with the thunderstorm 

overnight dumped .6” on 
Purcell bringing the yearly 
amount here to 36.07”.

That is compared to 
34.95” that has been re-
corded in Oklahoma City. 
The normal year-to-date 
total is 34.12”.

Rain falls here

The
Purcell Register
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Tournament 
champions 
For the second 
straight year 
Purcell wins the 
Madill Basketball 
Tournament.

Latta 
champs
Washington’s 
girls won the 
Latta Panther 
Basketball 
tournament.

High school basketball

Tuesday Night Ticker

Boys

Girls

Pauls Valley 42 Purcell 40

Purcell 61 Pauls Valley 37

Jones 58 Washington 49

Washington 43 Jones 38

OKC Knights 58 Wayne 57

Wayne 44 OKC Knights 37

Lone Grove 69 Lexington 65

Lone Grove 60 Lexington 50

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

go Back-to-Back
Just like last year, Washing-

ton had to come from behind 
to stop Millwood to snag its 
second State Championship 

in the last two years with a 41-
24 victory at Chad Richison 
Stadium at UCO last Saturday 
night.

The victory is number 30 in 
a row for the Warriors, whose 

seniors have won 44 of their 
last 45 games, the last Warrior 
loss was in the state finals 
against Marlow in 2021.

Washington has been to the 
championship game the last 

four years in a row.
This year’s senior class has 

a state record mark of 56-3. 
They played in 20 playoff 
games and won 18,

“They will look back at this 

and cherish it,” head coach 
Brad Beller said. “They will 
savor it more as time goes by.

“When you are going 
through it you don’t think 
about it,” Beller continued. 

“You are just coaching to win 
the next game. But when you 
look back that’s a long run. 

Christmas Parade the 14th
40 floats entered annual event with more coming

Chamber Executive Di-
rector Elisabeth Baker 
reports she has 40 floats 
already registered for the 

Annual Christmas Parade 
in downtown Purcell De-
cember 14 at 6 p.m.

“There is still time for 
more,” Baker said.

Another attraction this 

year will be an appearance 
by the Purcell Dragon 
Pride Band, who will be 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

John D. Montgomery 
The Purcell Register

Setting the pole
Light poles are in the process 
of being set in downtown 
Purcell by city crews to show 
off the new facelift from the 
MainStreet Scape project. City 
Manager Dale Bunn reports 
there are 23 poles to be set. 

In a special joint noon meet-
ing December 7 at city hall, 
the Purcell City Council and 
Public Works Authority took 
a pending decision on phase 

one electric work for the 
Southbrook Development.

Joint meeting: 
pending decision
Phase one electric work on 
Southbrook Development

A recently launched safety 
app has shown an immediate 
impact in the weeks follow-
ing its release, with more 
than 40 tips reported through 

ProtectOK in just four weeks.
The app, which was created 

New safety app 
hitting the mark

The McClain County Elec-
tion Board has announced that 
a Primary Election will be held 
for Board of Education Office 
No. 4 in Washington School 
District and Wayne School 

Education 
board 
primary
February 13 

Warriors
Win streak at 30 in 
a row after second 
undefeated season

Tami Spaulding • For The Purcell Register

State Champions!
They did it again going undefeated and defeating 
Millwood in come-from-behind fashion for the State 
Championship. The title game was played last 
Saturday night at Chad Richison Stadium at the 
University of Central Oklahoma where the Warriors 
posted a 41-24 victory.

The filing period for school 
board seats and the Purcell City 
Council have drawn to a close 
with several races developing.

Filing for Office No. 4 on 
the Purcell Council Division 
2 were Chris Hurt and Greg 
Wheat.

Filing for Division 3 was 
Joe Franco.

Joe Ray was the only person 
filing for Mid-America Tech-
nology’s board.

Races 
confirmed 
for seats
Purcell City 
Council and three 
school board races

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

PMH Foundation Board
The Purcell Municipal Hospital Foundation Board of Directors 
has been re-established. Board members include Jan Dye, 
chairperson, Candace Clark, vice chairperson, Steve Sherman, 
recording secretary, Jeremy Swanner, treasurer, Chris Wright 
and Savannah Pyle.

Please see Champs, page 11A

Please see Electric, page 11A

Please see Races, page 11A

Please see Primary, page 11A

Please see Parade, page 11A

Please see Safety, page 11A

■ Deadlines
• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday

■ Contact us
405-527-2126
purcellregister@gmail.com
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Letters to Santa
See what Heart of 
Oklahoma kids are 
hoping for from the 
Big Man.

6-0 and 
No. 12
Purcell’s 
girls are off 
to a hot start 
on the hard 
wood.

■ Deadlines
• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday

■ Contact us
405-527-2126
purcellregister@gmail.com
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Retirement party
About 50 citizens, city employees and city officials packed into the City Hall Community 
Room last Friday for a retirement party for out-going Purcell City Manager Dale Bunn (right). 
The event turned out to also be a swan song for former Mayor Ted Cox, (left)  who is not 
seeking the seat he’s held on the City Council for the past 10 years. Cox presented Bunn with 
a painting of the Logo now used by the City that was designed on Bunn’s watch at Purcell.

The 2023 version of 
McClain County’s Op-
eration Christmas was 
hailed as a success 
by veteran volunteer 
Peggy Christian.

“We had 843 
people includ-
ing 686 kids 
who got bas-
kets and toys,” 
Mrs. Christian said. “It 
takes so many people, so 

many volunteers to make it 
happen.”

She named some of the 
groups and people who 

volunteer their time and 
services to assist in this 
year’s operation.

“We had the Pur-
cell Football Team 
move toys at the 

Multi-Purpose 
Center,” she 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Operation for 

success
McClain County Operation Christmas 

serves 843 people

Corrections 
staffers,  
Lexington 
community 
rally around 
colleague
By Lance West

Working for the Oklahoma 
Department of Corrections 
is more than just a job. You 
gain a family.

One of ODOC’s own was 
struck with tragedy recently, 
and the ODOC family rallied 
around Ryan Meyer, case 
manager at Lexington As-

• Photo provided

Pony Express
For all  her efforts over the years publicizing the equine 
industry in McClain County and across Oklahoma, Nova Boyd 
was honored December 8 at the inaugural Toy Stampede 
Dinner sponsored by First United Bank. Horse ranch owner, 
trainers and related business owners were treated to a 
complimentary dinner to raise awareness, money and toys for 
McClain County Operation Christmas. Luke Castle made the 
presentation on behalf of the entire horsemen’s community.

• Photo provided

Toys galore
The inaugural Toy Stampede Dinner, sponsored by First United Bank, helped raise awareness, money and toys as horse ranch owners, trainers and related 
business owners were treated to a dinner at the Purcell Farm and Home Building. Operation Christmas volunteer Gale Wilson made some remarks with 
the toys in the foreground.

Yuletide cheer is synony-
mous with time off and that 
certainly applies to a Christ-
mas break.

The Purcell Register will 
be closed on Friday, December 
22, and will be open Tuesday, 
December 26. All deadlines of 
noon on Tuesday will remain 
the same.

Federal and McClain Coun-
ty offices will be closed 
Monday, December 25, and 
Tuesday, December 26, and 
January 1 for New Years Day.

There will be no mail deliv-
ery on Monday, December 25, 
and Monday, January 1.

Yuletide 
cheer
It’s holiday time 
across area

Not too late to get 
a flu shot, OMRF 
experts report

Good news: This year’s 
flu vaccine appears to be 
particularly effective at pre-
venting severe cases.

Bad news: Only about 
40 percent of Americans 
eligible for flu shots have 
received one.

More good news: There’s 
still time to get protected 
before the virus peaks in 
Oklahoma, said Oklahoma 
Medical Research Founda-
tion physician-scientist Hal 
Scofield, M.D.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-

vention, influenza affects, on 
average, about eight percent 
of the U.S. population each 
year. The virus annually kills 
about 35,000 Americans and 
sends another 450,000 to the 
hospital.

Young children, people 65 
years and older, and those 
with chronic medical condi-
tions such as congestive heart 
failure, asthma, or diabetes 
are at greatest risk of severe 
disease.

The Heart of Oklahoma’s 
first rain since November 19 
fell over night and in the wee 
hours of December 15 when 
.85” of rain fell here.

Washington recorded .87” 
on the mesonet while Byars 
checked in at .61”.

That .85” gives Purcell 
36.92” for the year compared 
to 35.55” at Will Rogers 
World Airport.

 The normal year-to-date 
total for this area is 35.43. 
This time last year Purcell 
had recorded 38.32”.

First rain since
mid-November

Independents eligible to 
vote in Democratic primaries

State Election Board Sec-
retary Paul Ziriax announced 
today that he has been 
notified by the Oklahoma 
Democratic Party that it will 

allow Independents to vote 
in its primaries and runoff 

The
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Merry Christmas

Please see Meyer, back pagePlease see Christmas, back page

Please see Closings, back page

Please see Primary, page 8B Please see Flu, page 8B
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District 
champs
Purcell’s girls 
and boys were 
crowned District 
Champions.

Cheers
Dibble’s 
champion cheer 
squad honored 
at the State 
Capitol.
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SEQUOYAH AWARD POINTS
The Norman Transcript ....................................................510

The Lawton Constitution ....................................................370

Muskogee Phoenix ............................................................320

Stillwater News Press ........................................................270

The Journal Record (OKC) ................................................160

Enid News & Eagle ............................................................120

Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise .......................................100

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION

DIVISION 1 - DAILIES 
Population more than 30,000

Points in the first eight categories determine the Sequoyah Award winner in each division. See total 
points for Sequoyah Award at right. Points are awarded on the following scale:

 EVENTS 1-3  EVENTS 4-8
1st Place  110 Points  100 Points
2nd Place  80 Points  70 Points
3rd Place  60 Points  50 Points

AWARD WINNING LOGO:
Download at 

www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

As an award winner in the 2021 OPA Better Newspaper 
Contest, your newspaper may run the Award Winning Ad 
and Award Winning Logo in your publication for the next 
year. Download the ad and logo at:

www.OkPress.com/ 
contest-winners-2021

AWARD WINNING AD. Download at www.OkPress.com/contest-winners-2021

You’re looking at an 
AWARD-WINNING 
NEWSPAPER! 

We’re proud to announce that this newspaper was named the 
Sequoyah Award Winner in the Oklahoma Press Association’s 
2021 Better Newspaper Contest. The Sequoyah Award is the 
highest honor presented in the annual competition.

We took a moment to celebrate this achievement, but are once 
again working hard to bring you news that you trust.

For the next year, we will proudly display 
the 2021 award-winning emblem, which 
signifies continued excellence and service  
to our community.

We want to thank all our readers for 
choosing this newspaper as their trusted 
source for news.

TWO COLUMN (12P)
4.08” X 7.5”

20
21

 B
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WINNER
Presented by the
Oklahoma Press

Association
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ends with 

car crash
speeds reach over 100 mph before car flips on its top

Speeds reached 100 miles 
an hour on I-35 early Thurs-
day morning while Purcell 
Police officer John Idlett was 
attempting to stop a motorist 
that was going faster than 
the posted speed limit in the 
2300 block of North Green 
Avenue.

Idlett was patrolling south-
bound on Green when he 
noticed the vehicle speeding. 
When he turned around in his 
unit the vehicle accelerated.

One of two murder trials 
on the current McClain 
County jury docket was 
jurors hearing testimony 
Tuesday.

Associate District Judge 
Charles Gray was presiding 
over the trial of a mother 
and son who are accused 
of stabbing Michael Mc-
Guffee to death Oct. 15, 
2021.

Debbie Azelea Senft and 
Zachary Tyler Mussett, 
both of Texarkana, TX, 
face murder in the first de-

gree charges. The six-man, 
six-woman jury is expected 
to get the case to them for 
deliberation by Thursday 
or Friday.

The Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation 
investigated the homicide 
that occurred north of  
Blanchard.

Authorities report after 
the crime Senft and Mus-
sett fled the state and were 

Two murder 
trials on docket
Trial for Joshua Finkbeiner 
expected to take 5-7 weeks

Criswell’s full service 
gasoline station is one of the 
last Mohicans in that industry.

The late Jimmy Criswell 
took over in 1994 from Bill 
and Brent Bacon and kept 
the station going until he 
suddenly died in Alaska June 
13, 2021.

His two sons Brandon and 
Aaron and grandson Nick 
have carried on the Criswell 
good name and legacy and 
have continued the job their 
Dad and Granddad did for 
nearly 30 years.

That tradition is helping 
people and the community.

Brandon, who has been at 
the station off and on for 15 
years, said, “We are just try-
ing to fill his shoes, but we 
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Keeping the legacy alive
Criswell’s Service Station.continues.the.full.and.hometown.service.customers.have.
grown.accustomed.to..Brandon,.Aaron.and.Nick.Criswell.are.continuing.the.legacy.set.
before.them.by.their.father.and.grandfather,.the.late.Jimmy.Criswell.
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Here today...
If you.don’t.like.the.weather.in.Oklahoma,.just.wait.a.minute..
Will.Rogers.was.correct.with.the.swing.in.temperature.from.
Wednesday.to.Thursday.some.40.degrees.different.

It’s time to nominate 
someone as Purcell’s Citizen 
of the Year for 2022.

Accompanying the nomi-
nee’s name must be a state-
ment why he or she deserves 
to be Citizen of the Year.

Nominations may be 

hand-delivered to The 
Purcell Register  at 225 
W. Main Street. They 
may also be emailed to 
montgomeryjohnd@yahoo.

Citizen of Year 
nomination time

‘Serving the 
community’

•.Photo.provided

Flipped
Purcell Police.officer.John.Idlett.was.about.to.call.
off.pursuit.of.this.vehicle.when.it.attempted.to.exit.I-35.at.the.
Ladd.Road.exit.at.a.very.high.rate.of.speed..The.vehicle.crossed.over.
the.roadway.and.flipped.into.the.pasture.landing.on.its.top...

And the 
vehicles that 
function 
in it: The 
Criswell 
legacy

Please see Pursuit, back page

Please see Trials, back page

Please see CotY, back page

Please see Criswell’s, back page
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The Heart of Oklahoma 
received .15” of rain over-
night Tuesday and early 
Wednesday morning bring-
ing the year-to-date total to 
3.65”.

In comparison, Oklahoma 
City has recorded 2.04”. The 
normal year-to-date total is 
2.34”.

There is a chance of rain 
both Saturday and Sunday.

Tiny bit of rain
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