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Auto accident
An Edmond woman 
was killed in a five-
vehicle I-35 pile-up 
December 22.

Happy  
New Year
From the staff 
at The Purcell 
Register.■ Deadlines

• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday

■ Contact us
405-527-2126
purcellregister@gmail.com
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2020 
BETTER  

NEWSPAPER CONTEST

presented by the

OKLAHOMA PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

SEQUOYAH 
AWARD WINNER

Following input from the 
public and stakeholders received 
earlier this year, the Oklahoma 
Department of Transportation 
and City of Purcell have an-
nounced their preferred alterna-
tive for a new I-35 interchange 
to be constructed at SH-74/
Grant Street on the north side 
of Purcell.

The project will now move 
forward to the next phases of 
development, which include de-
tailed design and environmental 
review in preparation for future 
construction.

Alternative 3 adds a full dia-
mond interchange at I-35 and 
SH-74/Grant St. with both north 
and southbound I-35 on- and 
off-ramps.

SH-74/Grant St. will be recon-
structed with an added center 
turn lane between Green Av-
enue and Westbrook Boulevard 
to help accommodate traffic at 

Editor’s note: The Top 
Stories printed in The Purcell 
Register this year include 
the historic winter weather 
incident in February when ex-
tremely cold air led to higher 
utility bills and busted pipes.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
ruling on McGirt led to Shaun 
Bosse’s conviction to be 
thrown out. Later, however, 
the conviction was upheld and 
he remains in prison.

The plans to give Purcell 
access to both northbound 
and southbound I-35 at SH 74.

Purcell winning its 700th 
football game becoming one 
of only a handful of Okla-
homa schools to reach that 
milestone.

Also, the burglary and 
subsequent recovery of be-
longings that were stolen 
from Johnson Road Baptist 

Church, Purcell going on the 
A/B schedule for school due 
to the COVID pandemic and 
the passage of the Lodging 
Tax in Purcell.

Lucy Wilson and Evan 
Booth both being named Aca-
demic All-State, John Denny 
Montgomery being elected 
President of the Oklahoma 
Press Association and the wa-
ter and gas lines that continue 
to get punctured from crews 
putting in fiber optic cable.

Harold Harvell being named 
Goldsby Citizen of the Year 
and Jason and Melissa Pruitt 
being named Purcell Citizens 
of the Year.

The Purcell Register win-
ning its eighth overall and sev-
en out of the last 10 Sequoyah 

Top 2021 
Stories in 
The Register

Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Break in the line
A utility.company.installing.a.new.12-inch.water.main.along.
9th.Avenue.north.of.the.new.hospital.cut.the.existing.water.
main.in.early.April..The.broken.main.left.most.of.north.Purcell.
without.water.for.most.of.the.day..Water.lines.and.gas.lines.
have.been.breached.all.over.town.

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Purcell 
merchant Savannah Pyle.

Q: What did you do 
before you got into retail? 
After graduating with a 
degree in retail fashion 
merchandising? 

A: I managed a home decor 
store and did some interior 
decorating. I also worked 
at a bank. 

Q: How long have you 
had Savvy Parke?

A: I opened Savvy Parke 
in May of 2012, 9 years . 

Q: How has the supply 
chain issue affected you? 

A: Not too bad. I tried to 
keep orders with smaller 
companies that has seemed 
to help keep things moving!

 A couple of the bigger 
companies is where I had 
issues . I had to cancel  

Christmas orders that I had 
made  in July because they 
never came. 

 Q: What's the most chal-
lenging aspect of your job?

A: For me the most chal-
lenging aspect is just trying 
to stay on top of everything 
from answering people to 
orders to posting on social 

5 questions with Savannah Pyle

Area. closings. for. New.
Years.vary.
Both. First. United. and.

McClain. Bank. will. be.
closed.on.News.Year’s.Day.
They. will. be. open. for.

usual.hours.on.Monday.
The.United.States.Post.

Office. will. be. closed. on.

New.Year’s.Day.
Purcell. City. Hall. and.

Lexington.City.Hall.will.be.
closed.December.31.
The.library.will.be.closed.

on.January.1.
The. McClain. County.

Courthouse.will.be.closed.
December.31.

Holiday closings

Savannah Pyle

Project to go out 
for bid in 2025Design for

at Grant Street

I-35 
interchange

Alternative 3

Please see Review, page 2A

Please see I-35, back page

Please see Pyle, back page

Happy New Year
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Professional care with a hometown face.
We are ready to serve you, when you need us...

www.purcellhospital.com

We have Specialists
right here at home!

• Cardiology
Alan R. Puls, M.D.
Faisal Latif, M.D.

Charles L. Lackey, M.D.
Barry Perkins, M.D.

• Gastroenterology

• Orthopedics
Steven Schultz, M.D.
OSC/Michael Padilla, M.D.

• Pain Management 
Alina Justiz, M.D.

• Urology
S. Edward Dakil, M.D.

• Nephrology
Pankaj Baluja, M.D.

• Ophthalmology
Robert Bales, M.D.

Don’t forget our 24 hour 
physician staffed ER.Call 527-2220 for more information.

Teacher Weekof 
the

Heart of Oklahoma

Hometown: McAlester, OK
College: Southeastern OK State University
Degrees: B.S. in Elementary Education, B.A. in Sociology
Years taught at Washington: 21
Currently Teaching: 4th Grade Science & Social Studies
Family: Husband: Stuart McPherson
Daughters: Lyndsey Hyde & her husband Kevin 
                      Kelsey Orendain & her husband Tommy 
Granddaughters: Presley & Palmer
Favorite Memory from Teaching: I have so many 
memories from my teaching career, but there is one thing that 
always stands out. I love seeing the faces of students when they 
finally grasp a concept or accomplish a skill that has been difficult for 
them. The light in their eyes and smile on their faces are priceless.

Janet McPherson

S p o n S o r e D  b Y
The

Purcell Register

Washington

Some family traditions begin with an ending.
Lasting family legacies are what connect us.
For 122 years, we have served you, and we are thankful for 

the sincere trust you have placed in us!

Purcell (405) 527-6543 • Newcastle (405) 387-2243

Wilson-Little
FuNeral Homes

Family Owned 
Since 1897

Awards in the Oklahoma Press 
Association’s Better Newspa-
per Contest.

Washington winning the 
State Class 3A Fast-pitch Soft-
ball Championship.

Washington finishing State 
Runner-up in 2A Football for 
the third time in the last five 
years.

From page 1A

Review: 

After an extremely warm 
week, a cold blast is set to take 
charge in Oklahoma to roll 
in the new year. Before that, 
however, more above average 
temperatures will stick around 
through the end of this week. 
Thursday and Friday look 
great, with highs in the mid-
to-upper 60s. Our first chance 
of measurable rain in several 

weeks will arrive Friday, ahead 
of a very stout cold front.

Temperatures will plummet 
overnight Friday into Saturday, 
with very windy conditions, 
making for a very uncomfort-
able start to 2022. Sunday 
looks to be the most uncom-
fortable day, with wind chills 
below zero in several parts of 
Oklahoma Sunday morning. 

Chances of precip with this 
winter system are looking to 
be minimal. Just as is typical 
this winter, however, we will 
quickly rebound and begin to 
see above average tempera-
tures through the beginning 
of next week, with a lone 
60 returning to the 7-day by 
Wendesday.

– Colton Williams

Winter blast on way Sunday
Wind chills below zero expected

 • Photo provided

Sequoyah winner
The Purcell Register was presented with the Sequoyah Award by Oklahoma Press Association 
President Mike Strain, right, with the top award for the large weekly division of the Better Newspaper 
Contest at the Sheraton Hotel in Oklahoma City last June. From left are Vickie Foraker, Gracie 
Montgomery, John Denny Montgomery, Emily Montgomery, John D. Montgomery and Strain.

JANUARY
Landy Offolter was sworn 

in as McClain County Sheriff. 
He replaced longtime sheriff 
Don Hewett. 

Rev. Barry McConathy re-
tired from active ministry after 
21 years at Union Hill Baptist 
Church.

Yvonne Roberts, of Purcell, 
died December 23.

Terry Anthony Ratto, of 
Byars, died December 27.

Richard Carroll McConnell, 
of Purcell, died December 20.

Phyllis Jean Yarnold, of Pur-
cell, died December 28.

Dennis Wayne Idlett, of 
Lexington, died December 26.

Shirlene Sanders, of Ada, 
died December 21.

Howard Stanley Sansom, of 
Madill, died December 23.

Mary Jo Coker, died Decem-
ber 18.

Leroy Marcum, of Goldsby, 
died December 23.

Phil McMillan, of Lexington, 
died December 26.

McClain County deputies 
investigated an incident in 
southern McClain County after 
witnesses reported two trucks 
were shot at narrowly missing 
a truck driver. 

Tommy Ray Wilhite, of 
Lexington, died December 29.

Larry Gene Moore, of Pauls 
Valley, died January 1.

Virgil Lee Townley Sr., died 
January 1.

Jerry Ray “Web” Webster, 
formerly of Purcell, died Janu-
ary 1.

Rita Conway, of Purcell, died 
December 30.

Clyde Bert Minyard, of Pur-
cell, died January 3.

Gary Wilfred Puetz, of Paoli, 
died January 1.

Randy Allen Nelson, of Pur-
cell, died December 31.

The intersection of Bonnie 
Ave. and 9th St. was under wa-
ter after a water main ruptured 
for the second day in a row. 
Large parts of Purcell had low 
water pressure or no water at 
all. Just as crews were finishing 
up the second breach a farmer’s 
auger ran through a three inch 
line west of Purcell presenting 
the water department with yet 
another challenge.

Purcell Public Schools used 
grant funds to make inroads 
in a district-wide technology 
upgrade. Purchases for students 
included 450 Chromebooks, 
110 iPads and cases and 102 
hotspots.

Tracy Wall, 59, of Byars 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene of an accident on US 177 
and County Road 1490. Wall 
crossed the center line hitting a 
truck driven by John Grundann 
of Shawnee. Grundann was 
admitted to Norman Regional 
Hospital in stable condition.

Yukiko (Yuki) Hale, of Pur-
cell, died January 7.

Rev. Rick McGee, of Wayne, 
died January 7.

Mary Lou Sherman, of Pur-
cell, died January 5.

Jerry Lynn Wright, of Lex-
ington, died January 2.

Four Washington fast-pitch 
softball players received post-
season honors. Emma Curry 
and Katelyn Hicks both made 
All-State, All-Region and All-
District. Kinzie Schultz and 
Kaile Kilmer both made All-
Region and All-District teams.

Johnson Road Baptist Church 
not only lost its pastor with the 
death of Wayne Brown but a 
thief or thieves wiped out most 
of all the possessions of the 
building. They stole the entire 
camera system, computers, 
kitchenware, towels, and food. 

Purcell High School Students 
of the Month were Hannah 
Camp and Samantha Ardery.

Lynne E. Robertson, of 
Purcell, was charged with 
embezzlement and abuse by 
a caretaker after she alleg-
edly took money from her 
father’s bank account without 
his knowledge. The alleged 

embezzlement occured while 
Robertson had charge of 
her mother’s care. The elder 
woman had Alzheimer’s. 

Matthew and Chelsea Lohn 
announced the birth of their 
son, Robinson Heath Lohn.

Revered Wayne Brown, of 
Purcell, died January 12.

Ron Gilley, of Purcell, died 
January 18.

Charlotte Belle Krautlarger, 
died January 14.

Evelyn C. Rummell, of Lex-
ington, died January 16.

Leroy James Charles Schae-
fer, died January 14.

Bruce Eugene Sloan, of 
Noble, died December 31.

Purcell Dragons named to 
the All-District 2A-3 were 
Kody Kroth, Co-Offensive 
MVP of the Year; Jaysen Shea, 
Co-Defensive Tackle of the 
Year; Johnny Marquez, Co-
Defensive End of the Year; 
Mojo Browning, Co-Receiver 
of the Year; and Sam Wofford, 
Co-Linebacker of the Year.

1st Team All-District were 
Gavin Constant, Cornerback; 
Dayton Smith, Safety; and 
Cale Walker.

Honorable Mention were 
Kyle Hogan, Outside Line-
backer; Gage Askew, Defen-
sive End; and Tyler Williams, 
Safety.

Wayne Bulldog Basketball 
homecoming king and queen 
were Talon Trent and Allie 
Walck.

Washington Warrior Bas-
ketball homecoming king and 
queen were Ellis Tontz and 
Paige Taylor.

Three McClain County Sher-
iff Deputies including Under-
sheriff James Goins, Lt. Steve 
McMahan and Detective Curtis 
Albertson were sworn in to the 
Oklahoma Western Distrct Safe 

Trails Task Force. 
Police encouraged residents 

to lock their vehicles after a 
recent surge in auto burglaries 
and vehicle thefts. 

Kathy F. Simpson, of Choc-
taw, was charged in McClain 
County District Court with 
embezzlement. Simpson han-
dled accounts receivable for a 
Newcastle construction com-
pany and allegedly embezzled 
$1,500 before quitting abruptly.

Mike Pollock, of Purcell, 
died January 21.

Amber Dawn Reeves, died 
January 22. 

Sharon Brown, of Purcell, 
died January 16.

Lenore Rebekah Sherrod, 
died January 23.

Ty Hilderbrand, formerly of 
Purcell, died January 21.

Everett George Sanders, of 
Noble, died January 22.

Megan Nichole Hill, died 
January 21.

Washington All-District 
2A-3 were Kelton Schultz, 
Tight End of the Year; Jaxon 
Sanchez, Safety of the Year; 
Jadon Sanchez, Co-Defensive 
Player of the year; Chase Al-
lison, District Player of the 
Year; Emitt Wilk, Quarterback 
of the Year; Seth Tague, Co-
Offensive Lineman Player of 
the Year; and Kaden DuBois, 
Special Teams Player of the 
Year.

1st Team All-District was 
Austin Smith, Offensive Line. 

2nd Team All-District was 
Luke Steele, Offensive Line-
man.

2A All-District All-Star 
Team was Chase Allison, Emitt 
Wilk, and Seth Tague.

Wayne All-District A-4 Dis-
trict 1st Team was Ethan Mul-
lins, Brannon Lewelling, Andy 
Lee, and Maddox Mantooth.

A-4 All-District was Brian Please see Review, page 3A

Ibarra, Ryan Redus, Cody Da-
vis, and Kevin Bynum.

A-4 Honorable Mention was 
Kolton Miller, Jacob Mooney, 
Billy Dodd, and Junior Perez.

FEBRUARY
Investigators from Purcell, 

Norman and Oklahoma City 
descended on a residence in 
southwest Oklahoma City 
where stolen property from 
several metro churches was 
discovered. Sterling Morris, 
34, is a person of interest in the 
Johnson Road Baptist Church 
burglary.

Dale Lee Williams, died 
January 28.

Ramon Avila De Loera, died 
Jnauary 25.

Robert Lee O’Bryant Jr., died 
January 25.

Edward Harold Tefertiller, 
died January 27.

Robert Andrew Colwell, of 
Purcell, died January 30.

Debbie Gayle (Miles) Wells, 
of Washington, died January 
27.

Arthur Lloyd Kineard, Jr., of 
Purcell, died January 26. 

Joe Edward Conn, died De-
cember 17.

Gaye Maree Smith, of Pur-
cell, died January 28.

Lance Dewayen Lawson, 
formerly of Lexington, died 
January 26.

Lodging tax passed even with 
extremely low voter turnout. 
The measure passed 203 to 103.

The McClain County Sher-
iff’s Department along with 
Norman PD and OHP were 
involved in a pursuit in the 
northern part of McClain 
County. The pursuit went north 
into Cleveland County where 
the suspect tried to run over a 
deputy. 
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Insuring 
What 

Matters 
Most

• Auto
• Home
• Business
• Life
• Health
• Annuities

Call today for a free no-obligation quote!

111 W. Main • Purcell, OK 73080
405-527-3966 • www.inspros2.com

“We love insurance...so you don’t have to!”
Harris Insurance Group

Randy Harris, owner

Come experience our Mexican 
cuisine, our new daily specials 
and our new drink selection.

From Beers (domestic & import), to a wide selection of 
Margaritas and everyone’s favorite Piña Coladas
Tues-Thurs 11AM-9PM • Fri-Sat 11AM-10PM

Sunday 11AM-8PM • Closed Monday

609 s. Green avenue, Purcell, OK
405-527-3388

&

Cleaners

J J

We appreciate your business!

501 S. Green • Purcell

405-527-9119
For your convenience we are open 

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 aM to 6 pM
Saturday 9 aM to 12:30 pM

Any Dry Cleaning (up to 5 pieces)
Coupon good on any dry cleaning (up to 5 pieces). 
Coupon must accompany incoming order. Charge 

customers must bring coupon in with item. 
Expires: January 8, 2022

&

Cleaners

J J

CustomEr ApprECiAtion

10% off

From page 2A

Review:	

Lights	from
the	Heart
This	is	your	last	chance	

to	 drive	 around	 Purcell	
City	 Lake	 and	 create	
holiday	memories	as	you	
see	 over	 190	 animated	
displays	 featuring	 over	
650,000	lights	at	Purcell’s	
Lights	From	the	Heart!
There	 is	 no	 admission	

fee,	 but	 donations	 are	
greatly	appreciated.
The	gates	open	at	5:30	

p.m.	nightly.
The	lights	will	be	open	

until	Friday,	December	31.

2021	Taxes	
Due
McClain	 County	 Trea-

surer	Teresa	Jones	reminds	
property	 owners	 in	 the	
county	that	2021	tax	state-
ments	have	been	mailed.
Full	or	half	payments	are	

due	before	January	1.
The	 treasurer’s	 office	

also	now	has	the	ability	to	
email	tax	statements.
Property	owners	can	also	

NEWS In
Brief print	out	their	tax	statements	by	

going	online	to	tmconsulting.
us.com.
For	 more	 information	 call	

527-3261.

Auxiliary
Luncheon
The	American	Legion	Unit	

301	 Auxiliary	 luncheon	 will	
be	held	Tuesday,	 January	11,	
at	11	a.m.
A	variety	of	beans,	cornbread,	

special	dishes	and	other	items	
along	with	desserts	and	drinks	
will	be	served.
To-go	 containers	 will	 be	

available	 for	 those	preferring	
not	to	eat	on-site.	It	will	be	all	
you	want	for	a	$6	donation	to	
be	used	for	Unit	programs.
The	Legion	Hall	is	located	at	

104	E.	Broadway	in	Lexington,	
across	the	street	from	City	Hall.

Senior	Dance
at	Purcell
A	Senior	Dance	is	held	every	

Friday	 night	 at	 7	 p.m.	 at	 the	
Purcell	Multi-Purpose	Center.
Admission	is	$7.00	per	per-

son	 and	 a	 live	 band	 playing	
country	and	western	music	is	
on	hand.

Everyone	 is	 welcome	 to	
come	and	join	the	fun.
For	more	information	call	

Clayton	 Lee	 at	 405-313-
9232.

Crosspointe
Care	Center
Crosspointe	Church,	2601	

SE	24th,	in	Norman	has	Care	
Center	which	includes	a	food	
pantry	and	clothes	closet.
The	pantry	and	closet	are	

open	the	first,	second,	third	
and	 fourth	Fridays	 of	 each	
month.	Clothes	Closet	hours	
are	9-11	a.m.	and	Food	Pan-
try	hours	are	9-11:30	a.m.
Proper	 photo	 ID,	 drivers	

license,	passport,	is	required	
for	head	of	household.
Families	will	 be	 allowed	

food	and	clothing	every	60	
days	if	you	have	a	need.

Museum	News
The	McClain	County	Mu-

seum	and	Historical	Society	
has	undergone	some	admin-
istrative	reconstruction,	and	
the	museum	is	now	open	for	
tours.
To	schedule	a	tour	contact		

Jerry	 Hayes	 at	 (405)	 812-
8379.

John	Denny	Montgomery	•	The	Purcell	Register

Ground	zero	for	water	woes
The intersection of Bonnie Ave. and 9th St. was under water in mid-January after a water 
main ruptured for the second day in a row. Large parts of Purcell had low water pressure or 
no water at all.

A	one	vehicle	traffc	accident	
ended	 up	 dumping	 a	 load	 of	
square	hay	bales.	No	injuries	
were	reported.	
Asher	 Police	 reported	 the	

driver	of	the	pickup	that	struck	
Michaela	Powers,	 of	 Purcell,	
was	driving	under	the	influence	
of	alcohol.	
Laverne	Claunch,	of	Purcell,	

died	February	9.
Marilyn	 Ellen	 (Corley)	

Christian,	 of	Lexington,	 died	
February	7.
Jearold	David	Ulin	Jr.,	 for-

merly	of	Dibble,	died	January	
30.
Ronnie	Dale	Carr,	died	Janu-

ary	25.
Oma	Ruth	Kelly,	of	Maysville,	

died	February	2.
Bonnie	R.	Tyree,	of	Lexing-

ton,	died	February	7.
Harlan	Lester,	died	January	

27.
Pat	Jackson,	of	Wayne,	died	

February	4.
Naomi	 Victoria	 Davis,	 of	

Washington,	died	February	4.
Debbie	Gayle	(Miles)	Well,	

of	Washington,	 died	 January	
27.
Raymond	 M.	 Elledge,	 of	

Purcell,	reportedly	admitted	to	
stealing	and	pawning	a	trailer	
owned	by	Jerry	Pickard.
A	McClain	County	sheriff’s	

deputy	 recovered	 two	 stolen	
guns	after	responding	to	a	call	
about	shots	fired	from	a	mov-
ing	vehicle.
Lexington	All-District	were	

Dalton	Matthews,	Co-Defen-
sive	Lineman	of	the	Year;	
Cam	Conner,	Co-Offensive	

Lineman	 of	 the	 Year;	 Seth	
Pearman,	 Co-Linebacker	 of	
the	Year;	1st	Team	All-District	
were	 Destrie	 Shea,	 Running	
Back;	Wyatt	Webb,	Offensive	
Line;	 Avery	 Armstead,	 De-
fensive	 End;	 and	 Honorable	
Mention	was	Crease	Hamblin,	
Linebacker.
Washington’s	 Seth	 Tague	

was	selected	to	the	Oklahoma	
Coaches’	Association	All-State	
football	roster	at	center.
The	2021	Purcell	Basketball	

Homecoming	King	and	Queen	
were	Mojo	Browning	and	Em-
ily	Madden.
A	 two-day	 winter	 event	

wrapped	 a	 blanket	 of	 white	
around	central	Oklahoma	sti-
fling	travel	and	bringing	busi-
ness	to	a	basic	halt.	The	storm	
dumped	 from	 five	 to	 eight	
inches	 of	 snow.	 High	 winds	
caused	drifts	 up	 to	 three	 feet	
in	some	areas.
Marie	Bergman,	died	Janu-

ary	24.
Billy	 Jewel	 Dickerson,	 of	

Purcell,	died	February	12.
Mark	Allen	Maine,	of	Lex-

ington,	died	February	9.
Jayne	 Martine	Yoakum,	 of	

Purcell,	died	February	12.

A	room	at	Rubys	Inn	&	Res-
taurant	reportedly	rented	by	a	
Good	Samaritan	for	a	homeless	
person	was	trashed.	Purcell	Po-
lice	reported	the	front	window	
had	 a	hole	 in	 it	 the	 size	of	 a	
beach	ball,	a	wooden	chair	was	
damaged,	the	air	conditioning	
unit	was	damaged	among	sev-
eral	other	damages.	The	total	
damages	were	$3,700.	
A	4.2	magnitude	earthquake	

was	about	190	miles	north	of	
Purcell	but	at	least	one	resident	
felt	 and	 heard	 it.	 The	 quake	
struck	3.5	miles	southwest	of	
Manchester,	 which	 is	 on	 the	
Oklahoma-Kansas	state	line.
Purcell’s	girls	and	boys	bas-

ketball	teams	both	advanced	to	
the	Regional	Tournament	in	the	
winner’s	bracket.
Former	 Purcell	 and	 Lex-

ington	girls’	basketball	coach	
Mark	 Savage,	 who	 currently	
coaches	 at	 Stratford,	 passed	
500	victories	as	a	high	school	
head	coach.
In	 the	 first	 season	 for	 girls	

wrestling	 in	 Oklahoma,	 Izzy	
Pack	 finished	 as	 a	 Regional	
Runner-up	and	is	the	first	girl	
from	Lexington	to	qualify	for	
State.
Creston	Barnes,	of	Paoli,	died	

February	19.
Rose	 Margaret	 “Margo”	

Cary,	 of	 Washington,	 died	
February	20.
Ora	Sterling,	of	Lexington,	

died	February	17.
Charles	Jefferson	Thomas,	of	

Lexington,	died	February	20.
Terri	 Ann	 Margagliano,	 of	

Purcell,	died	February	16.
Billy	 Gene	 Stephens,	 of	

Cromwell,	died	February	18.
River	 Dawn	 Nunn,	 died	

February	18.
Robin	Hammonds,	of	Noble,	

died	February	15.
Tammie	Sterling,	of	Lexing-

ton,	died	February	13.
 MARCH
Lucy	Wilson	of	Purcell	High	

School	 and	 Evan	 Booth	 of	
Washington	High	School	were	
recipients	 of	 the	 prestigious	
Academic	All-State	Award.
Purcell	Junior	High	Teacher/

Staff	 and	 Students	 of	 the	
Month	 were	 Noel	 Thrasher,	
Faculty	 of	 the	 Month;	 Drew	
Blair	 and	 Maria	 Rodriguez,	
Sixth	 Grade;	 Jayden	 Paulsen	
and	Paisley	Nichols,	Seventh	
Grade;	 Brayden	 Tharp	 and	
Coty	Sessions,	Eighth	Grade.
Joe	 Mannon	 Talley,	 died	

February	28.
Glenda	Gail	Coburn,	former-

ly	of	Purcell,	died	February	21.
Mary	Sue	Penner,	of	Wayne,	

died	February	22.
Randy	Lynn	Hill,	of	Lexing-

ton,	died	February	26.
Jimmy	 Ray	 Nunley	 Sr.,	 of	

Wanette,	died	February	26.
Purcell	 Police	 investigated	

vandalism	at	the	Purcell	Post	
Office.	 They	 discovered	 a	
broken	window,	a	trash	can	that	
had	been	set	on	fire,	and	feces	
behind	the	front	door.
Matthew	 L.	 Perry	 walked	

away	from	a	minimum	security	
unit	 at	 the	 prison.	 Perry	was	
serving	a	20-year	sentence	for	
multiple	convictions.	
Purcell	Junior	High	Teacher/

Staff	and	Students	of	the	Month	
were	Rhonda	Nash,	Staff	of	the	
Month;	 Brody	Anderson	 and	
Karolina	 Sikes,	 Sixth	Grade;	
Carter	Bennett	and	Mackenze	
McKay,	Seventh	Grade,	Land-
on	Ward	and	Hannah	Whitaker,	
Eighth	Grade.
Tiajuana	Jeanne	Abshure,	of	

Purcell,	died	March	4.
Sally	Ann	(Abbott)	Camire,	

formerly	 of	 Purcell,	 died	
March	1.
Jennifer	Gossett,	of	Lexing-

ton,	died	February	20.
Cindy	Moison,	died	Febru-

ary	25.
Gaylen	Wallace,	of	Purcell,	

died	March	5.
Edyth	 Beulah	 Sargent,	 of	

Lexington,	died	February	20.
Robert	Edward	Dempsey,	of	

Lexington,	died	March	4.
Daisy	Nell	Stephens,	of	Cole,	

died	March	8.
Charlotte	 Ann	 (Broyles)	

Cannon,	of	Cole,	died	March	6.
An	altercation	between	po-

lice	 and	 an	 intoxicated	 man	
escalated	 while	 he	 was	 be-
ing	 booked	 into	 he	McClain	
County	 Detention	 Center.	
Jared	K.	Roth,	of	Chickasha,	
was	charged	with	battery	after	
he	allegedly	kicked	a	Purcell	
Police	Officer.
Lexington	 Bulldog	 Crease	

Hamblin	 signed	 a	 letter	 of	
intent	to	wrestle	at	Oklahoma	
Wesleyan.
A	Purcell	motorist	died	after	

suffering	 complications	 from	
serious	 injuries	 received	 in	

a	 collision	 with	 a	 semi	 east	
of	Chickasha.	Greg	Bay	was	
westbound	when	he	attempted	
to	turn	and	was	struck	by	a	semi.	
Several	 inmates	at	 the	Mc-

Clain	County	Detention	Center	
were	 charged	 after	 a	 distur-
bance	within	 the	center.	Five	
inmates	 were	 charged	 with	
various	charges	 that	 included	
riot,	incitement	to	riot,	arson,	
destruction	of	public	buildings,	
and	possession	of	contraband	
inside	the	jail.
An	inmate	that	walked	away	

from	 the	 minimum	 security	
unit	at	Lexingotn	Correctional	
Facility	was	apprehended	and	
back	in	custody.	Matthew	Perry	
was	taken	into	custody	without	
incident.
Jackie	 HaroldStaggs,	 for-

merly	of	Purcell,	died	March	
11.
Alvin	 Lavel	 Keely,	 of	

Maysville,	died	March	13.
Sammie	 Lee	 Henry,	 of	

Maysville,	died	March	13.
Joe	Emery	Johns,	of	Wayne,	

died	March	12.
Carolyn	Wilean	Williams,	of	

Purcell,	died	March	13.
Richard	 Emmerson	 Morn-

ingstar	Sr.,	formerly	of	Dibble,	
died	March	10.
Gregory	Dean	Bay,	of	Pur-

cell,	died	March	12.
Bob	R.	Foraker,	of	Maysville,	

died	March	15.
Kody	Keith,	of	Washington,	

died	March	14.
Purcell	Junior	High	Teacher/

Staff	and	Students	of	the	Month	
were	Paul	Wollenberg,	Teacher	
of	the	Month;	Ayden	Little	and	
Ivanna	Coronel,	Sixth	Grade;	
Owen	 Milner	 and	 Burkley	
Saunders,	 Seventh	 Grade;	
Parker	Page	and	Ella	Resendiz,	

Eighth	Grade.
Patty	 Howry	 Cochrane,	 of	

Lexington,	died	March	22.
Virginia	Leone	Gentling,	of	

Purcell,	died	March	17.
Tammy	 Laureano,	 died	

March	15.
James	 Aubrey	 Weedn,	 of	

Purcell,	died	March	19.
Susan	Katherine	Goldberg,	

died	March	18.
APRIL

A	 main	 gas	 line	 breach	 at	
Mid-State	 Manufacturing	 re-
sulted	in	both	northbound	and	
southbound	 lanes	 of	 Green	
Aveue	closed	for	over	one	hour.	
An	Oklahoma	City	man	and	

a	woman	from	Blanchard	were	
charged	 in	 McClain	 County	
District	 Court	 with	 dumping	
trash.	
A	 Wayne	 man	 allegedly	

installed	his	own	water	meter	
after	 the	 previous	meter	 was	
pulled	by	Garvin	County	Rural	
Water	District.	The	meter	was	
installed	on	the	line	to	a	camper	
trailer.
Melvin	 Cleatus	 Slate,	 of	

Washington,	died	March	25.
Leslee	Kathrine	Rhodes,	of	

Purcell,	died	March	26.
Odessa	Thompson,	 of	 Pur-

cell,	died	March	23. Please	see	Review,	page	5A

Ona	Schultz,	of	Purcell,	died	
March	25.
Bobie	 Leroy	 Frye,	 of	Ada,	

died	March	25.
Laylin	Scheffe,	Tinley	Lucas	

and	 Kenneth	 Love	 III	 were	
named	 Canadian	 Valley	 All-
Conference.
Purcell	 Junior	 High	 eighth	

grade	Academic	Team	placed	
first	at	regionals.
The	driver	of	a	pickup	that	

crashed	head-on	 into	 another	
vehicle	died.	Bruce	A.	Under-
wood,	 of	 Lexington,	 crossed	
the	center	line	into	oncoming	
traffic	and	was	pinned	approxi-
mately	20	minutes.
A	utility	company	installing	a	

new	12-inch	water	main	along	
9th	Avenue	cut	the	existing	wa-
ter	main	and	left	most	of	Purcell	
without	water	for	the	day.
A	 Purcell	 resident	 was	 ac-

costed	and	robbed	in	the	Purcell	
Walmart	parking	lot.	The	two	
suspects	had	just	been	released	
from	the	McClain	County	De-
tention	Center.	Both	suspects	
were	apprehended	and	arrested.
David	Joe	Graham,	of	Lex-

ington,	died	March	31.
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The right to protest is one of 
the oldest and most-respected 
rights in the American demo-
cratic system.

The right of citizens to 
peacefully protest is protect-
ed by the First Amendment. 
But there are limits to even 
the most important rights.

Protests that turn violent 
are called “riots.”

First Amendment rights 
aside, there are laws against 
rioting and inciting others 
to riot. 

Next Thursday will be the 

Big difference between 
peaceful assembly and riot

first anniversary of one of the 

darkest days in the history of 
the United States.

It was Jan. 6, 2020 when 
anarchists stormed the U.S. 
Capitol resulting in members 
having to be sequestered.

Four people died and thou-
sands of dollars of damage to 
the Capitol was inflicted by 
the rioters.

If he did incite the riot, then 
President Trump, should be 
facing the penalties of such 
a crime and not be allowed to 
run for office again.

jdm

Congressman Tom Cole

Biden’s destructive first year
News from Capitol hill

At the beginning of 2021, 
President Joe Biden entered 
office as the 46th President of 
the United States promising to 
usher in hope, bipartisanship 
and to rebuild our country after 
the coronavirus pandemic.

However, his first year has 
unfortunately been fixated 
on partisan, out-of-touch po-
lices that have triggered several 
converging crises nationwide. 
Sadly, President Biden has 
managed to push our nation 
into a worse place than it was 
before.

Over the past several months, 
Americans have felt the dra-
matic rise of prices on almost 
everything. Moreover, there 
have been nationwide reports 
of empty shelves in stores due 
to the labor shortages caused by 
Democrats’ damaging policies.

All the while, Americans’ 
real wages are falling. In fact, 
under President Biden, real 
wages have decreased eight out 
of 10 months since his first full 
month in office.

This comes at a time of 
alarming economic reports that 
indicate that the problem is not 
only getting worse, but here to 
stay for the next few years. The 
staggering 39-year high of the 
Consumer Price Index reveals 
that the reckless spending and 
damaging policies of President 

Biden and Democrats are exac-
erbating the nation’s inflation-
ary and supply chain crises.

When President Biden as-
sumed office, he inherited a 
country that was energy inde-
pendent and even an energy 
exporter. In just 11 months 
though, he has effectively 
ruined our nation’s energy 
independence with his anti-
energy agenda.

On his first day in office, 
he eliminated nearly 11,000 
American jobs by halting work 
on the Keystone XL pipeline. 
His following executive orders 
banned new oil and gas leasing 
on U.S. lands and waters, which 
is projected to cost approxi-
mately one million American 
jobs and decrease U.S. Gross 
Domestic Product by $700 
billion.

Because of these actions, 
Americans are paying 50 per-
cent more for a gallon of gas 
and home heating costs are 
projected to rise by as much as 
59 percent this winter.

However, instead of making 
it easier for American com-
panies to increase domestic 
oil and gas production and 
hire more American workers, 
President Biden has begged 
OPEC and Russia to increase 
oil output, increased the cost of 
oil by canceling leases, stalled 
new lease sales, proposed 

sky-high taxes on oil and gas 
production and directed the 
U.S. Department of Energy to 
release 50 million barrels of 
oil held for emergency use in 
the U.S. Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve.

President Biden has also dis-
mantled prior policies to keep 
the southern border secure and 
to discourage illegal entry.

Since the beginning of his 
presidency, 1.7 million il-
legal immigrants have been 
apprehended at our southern 
border, and documents from 
Border Patrol agents show at 
least 160,000 illegal immi-
grants have been released into 
our country with little to no 
supervision since March.

This has created the most 
troubling humanitarian, se-
curity and health crisis at our 
southern border in our nation’s 
history. It has also created a 
fentanyl crisis with this year 
having the biggest increase 
in flow of counterfeit pills, 
fentanyl and fentanyl related 
poisons across the border in 
many years.

As fentanyl overdoses spike 
in the United States, even the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration has issued its first 
public safety alert in six years 

Hello from District 43
• Senator Jessica Garvin •

I’ve been praying over what 
decision to make regarding 
the call for a special session 
to address vaccine mandates.

I’ve had numerous discus-
sions with constituents on 
both sides of the issue – some 
believe that the government 
should not get involved, 
while others believe the 
government should interject 
and stop individuals from 
mandating vaccines in their 
private businesses.

Some ask that I sign on, 
which supports the idea that 
a private business owner’s 
personal freedom doesn’t 
matter. I cannot fathom tell-
ing someone that they don’t 
have the authority to make 
decisions regarding their own 
business.

However, I’m also not okay 
with people losing their jobs 
over their medical choices, 
which should always remain 
a personal decision. Unfortu-
nately, I’m challenged with 
deciding whose personal 
freedoms are more important 
– the employee or employer. 
Each decision will result in 
someone being angry, but I 
believe both individuals have 
equal rights.

Last session, I voted to 
create a fund for our Attor-
ney General to fight against 
federal overreach, like that 
of the vaccine mandates. As 
Republicans, we believe the 
government shouldn’t inter-
fere in business operations.

However, there is a group 
of Republicans requesting 
the Legislature go into spe-
cial session to do just that. 
Republicans have many core 
values, two of those being 
limited government and per-
sonal freedom. Now these 
two fundamental beliefs are 
in conflict.

I cannot tell you how many 
times over the past months 
that people have ‘threatened’ 
to run a candidate against 
me in 2024 because of my 
decision to not yet support a 
special session.

However, our attorney gen-
eral has been successful in 
his pursuit to stop the federal 
government’s unconstitu-
tional mandates.

A week of special session 
would cost approximately 
$120,000; and it’s difficult 
justifying spending addition-
al funds to address an issue 
that our attorney general is 
already fighting with lawsuits 
that have been successful 
so far.

I’m blessed to get to be your 
Senator, but when my first 

Update from the Capitol
term is over, I know God has 
a plan for me. I don’t know 
if He’ll even call me to run 
again, but I have peace in 
knowing that He has a plan, 
and I’m confident in knowing 
that His plan is perfect.

Because of that confidence, 
threats of an opponent, should 
I even choose to run again, 
don’t bother me.

I’ve been considering the 
difference between politics 
and public policy. Larry 
Hosek of Wayne recently sent 
an email regarding legislation 
a colleague has filed to ‘fix’ 
education.

With his permission, I’m 
sharing a part of that email: 
“This bill is for nothing more 
than cheap political points 
and does not change anything. 
It is political pandering by 
someone who does not know 
what really goes on in a class-
room, to people who also do 
not know… It will reflect the 
will of the ruling party.”

To Mr. Hosek’s point, there 
are some bills filed for ‘po-
litical pandering,’ and those 
bills are just politics. He also 
mentioned that bills such as 
these “reflect the will of the 
ruling party.” I couldn’t have 
defined politics any better.

This type of law is simply 
overturned if and when a 
different party takes control. 
They often appeal to a legisla-
tor’s voter base, earn public-
ity, and look good on a mailer 
during campaign season. I’m 
not here to rack up points for 
campaign season.

Public policy is timeless. 
So unfortunately for those 
who are recruiting a candidate 
for the next election, I’m not 
focused on that. I believe 
that I was called to do the 
right thing, right now, and 
to spend my four years in 
office creating public policy 
that will benefit all Okla-
homans, regardless of their 
political party, while using 
my conservative beliefs as the 
foundation for my decisions.

Although Mr. Hosek was 
referring to an education 
bill, I believe his points ap-
ply to everything we do in 
the legislature and is a good 
reminder to focus on good 
public policy, not politics.    

If you have any questions 
or concerns on legislative 
matters, please contact me at 
the Capitol. Please write to 
Senator Jessica Garvin, State 
Capitol, 2300 N. Lincoln 
Blvd. Room 237, Oklahoma 
City, OK, 73105, email me 
at Jessica.Garvin@oksenate.
gov or call (405) 521-5522.

2022 will be over almost 
quicker than you can say Happy 
New Year! Just look how fast 
2021 sped by us all. Time 
rarely feels as if it’s standing 
still unless we are waiting on 
something to happen.

Time only drags when we 
need something to happen 
like a cure for a disease, a job 
to open or a relative to come 
home. When time drags, we 
make the mistake of wishing 
it away.

We only have a little bit of 
time. We all have the same in a 
day, a week or a year. Every year 
that we live we are extended 
the same number of days and 
minutes.

We do all kinds of things with 
time. We waste time, kill time, 
try to make up time, lose track 
of time or don’t pay attention 
to time.

Regardless of how we treat 

Our most difficult
decision for 2022

By Dr. Glenn Mollette
time it’s only doing one thing 
moving swiftly through the 
hourglass one grain or second 
at a time.

I’m thankful for time. I’m 
grateful for time with my wife 
and each family member. I’m 
grateful for this moment to sit 
here and type a few words out 
on my keyboard.

I suppose one of my problems 
is how do I fit all I want to do 
into my time? I guess I enjoy 
doing too much. If I only en-
joyed doing one or two things 
then my time spent might be a 
little easier.

Each day and moment I 
would simply devote my full at-
tention to one particular aspect 
of life. Actually, that might not 
be a bad idea.

Could I devote 24 hours a 
day to my family? I could, but 
they really don’t want me in 
their hair 24/7.

I could devote 24 hours a day 

to prayer and reading the Bible 
or reading other good books. 
But then, I don’t want to be an 
isolated religious person who 
never enjoys this incredible 
world or people.

I could devote 24 hours a day 
to my educational work and do 
a lot of the work that others 
do. However, institutions are 
stronger and better when the 
work is spread around to others.

I could spend more time sim-
ply writing books or pursuing 
other hobbies I enjoy.

Somehow, we have to deter-
mine what is best. I heard about 
this farmer who hired a man to 
sort potatoes.

The man’s job was to put the 
bad potatoes in one pile, the 
good potatoes in another pile 
and the best potatoes in another 
pile. The man agreed to the job.
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warning the public about fake 
pills laced with lethal doses 
of fentanyl. Indeed, border 
security is national security 
and President Biden must re-
implement the policies he 
reversed that have now been 
proven tried and true.

Finally, Americans still 
mourn the loss of 13 U.S. 
military service members 
from a preventable terrorist 
attack at the Kabul airport af-
ter President Biden’s botched 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
the region in August.

Since then, the Taliban has 
effectively taken over Af-
ghanistan, a country America 
has spent two decades in and 
billions of dollars on trying to 
secure. Now in possession of 
United States weapons, this 
leaves us and our allies in the 
region susceptible to terror 
attacks.

President Biden’s weak lead-
ership on the international stage 
has also encouraged bad actors 
in other areas to test the limits. 
For example, adversaries like 
China and Russia continue to 
test and provoke neighboring 
countries. This is happening 
in areas of eastern Europe, the 

From page 4A

Cole: 

At the end of the day the 
farmer came to see how his 
new employee was doing and 
he had not done anything. He 
was simply standing look-
ing back and forth at two 
potatoes.

The farmer bewildered 
asked, “Why haven’t you 
done what I asked you to do?” 
The hired man responded, “I 
just can’t decide between the 
good and the best potatoes.”

Our dilemma in 2022 may 
not be in deciding between 
good and bad but between 
good and best. There are a 

From page 4A
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Norma Hixon, of Purcell, 
died March 29.

Madeline Pack, Izzy Pack, 
Jaci Idlett and Abby Sample 
were named Canadian Valley 
All-Conference.

Emily Madden signed a let-
ter of intent to play basketball 
at Southwestern Christian 
University in Bethany.

Madeline Pack signed a let-
ter of intent to play sofball at 
Seward Community College 
in Liberal, KS.

A gas line was cut and Pur-
cell Firefighters were called 
to the scene on Green Avenue 
until ONG crews could arrive 
to fix the line.

Purcell High School Senior 
Lucy Wilson was tabbed as 
one of the Top 100 scholars in 
Oklahoma. She was presented 
her Academic All-State jacket.

Purcell Junior High Teach-
er/Staff and Students of the 
Month were Donna Schne-
berger, Teacher of the Month; 
Cameron Scales and Kate 
Ginn, Eighth Grade; Chase 
Anderson and Ellie Reed, 
Seventh Grade; Keegan Feath-
erston and Grace Van Oort, 
Sixth Grade.

Katie and Michael Just 
announced the birth of their 
son, Will James Just, on April 
5, 2021.

Thomas Eugene Scott, of 
Noble, died April 3.

Gaylen Wallace, of Pauls 
Valley, died March 5.

Ruth Bonita Freeman, died 
April 10.

Hester Hughes, of Purcell, 
died April 6.

Bethel Marie Hughes, died 
April 10.

Patsy Koerner, of Dibble, 
died April 8.

William G. “Hap” Jones, of 
Purcell, died April 11.

Richard James Erwin Jr., 
died April 11.

Jeffrey Craig Chilvers, of 
Lexington, died April 9.

Howard Glen Turner of 
Purcell, died April 7.

Robert “Bob” Duane Se-
gard, died April 11.

 Mojo Browning was named 
to the Region 5 All-District 
Team.

Several Purcell coaches 
were voted as Oklahoma 
Coaches Association Region 
5 Coach of The Year. Greg 
Dillard, track, Sarah Jones, 
softball, and Mandy Clay, 
assistant softball coach.

Jax Brewer signed a letter of 
intent to play golf at USAO.

Dee Lawrence “Opie” Burk, 
died April 10,

David Stephens, of Wash-
ington, died April 14.

Mearlene Henshaw, of 
Noble, died April 15.

Willa Lee (Otto) Spencer, of 
Lindsay, died April 15,

Philip Daniel Machalinski, 
of Blanchard, died April 13.

Ruby Palmer, of Lexington, 
died April 15.

Dorothy May, of Purcell, 

From page 3A
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Middle East, Afghanistan and 
the Taiwan Strait.

Moreover, as Russian-
backed cyber-attacks rise and 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin inches closer to a possible 
second invasion of Ukraine, 
President Biden rewarded 
him by failing to enact sanc-
tions on Russia’s Nord Stream 
II pipeline, giving Russia a 
stranglehold on European 
energy supplies.

Instead of focusing on the 
real issues that are hurting 
our country and the American 
people, President Biden and 
congressional Democrats have 
solely focused on peddling 
multi-trillion-dollar spending 
bills full of radical big govern-
ment policies. This is weak 
leadership and a complete 
lack of governing from the 
Democratic party that controls 
the House, Senate and the 
presidency.

I hope over the next year, 
for the sake of the American 
people, President Biden and 
Democrats get on track to 
better legislate and work with 
Republicans to solve the real 
crises every American is fac-
ing. 

lot of good things we can do 
with our time in 2022.

Using our time to do the 
best things may be our most 
difficult decision.

Contact him at GMollette@
aol.com. Learn more at www.
glennmollette.com. Like his 
facebook page at www.face-
book.com/glennmollette.

Dr. Mollette is a graduate of 
numerous schools including 
Georgetown College, South-
ern and Lexington Seminaries 
in Kentucky. He is the author 
of 12 books including Uncom-
mon Sense.
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Drift city
Drifts southeast of Washington were six to eight feet tall, according to District No. 2 County Commissioner Wilson Lyles.

died April 14.
Karlee Trammell signed a 

letter of intent to run track at 
Redlands Community College 
in El Reno.

MAY
A crew laying new water 

line as part of the hospital 
construction cut into a gas line 
forcing closure of a section 
of North 9th Avenue north of 
Mills Street.

Two Lexington teenagers 
sustained injuries in a two ve-
hicle traffic accident April 28. 
Ross White and Brady Rillema 
were on their way to school 
when the truck they were in 
failed to stop at a stop sign. 

Catherine Burgett, of Noble, 
died April 27.

Carolyn Holloway, died 
April 27.

Kelli D’Ann Brewer Kin-
man, of Noble, died April 8.

Robert “Dayton” Royse, 
M.D., of Goldsby, died April 
28.

Charlie Ozeretny McClung, 
of Lexington, died April 28.

Don Howard Tomlinson, of 
Maysville, died May 2.

Gloria C. Smith, of Lexing-
ton, died April 28.

Buddy Payne, formerly of 
Purcell, died December 17, 
2020.

An accusation of nepotism 
at Purcell Municipal Hospital 
was shown to be unfounded at 
Purcell City Council and Pub-
lic works Authority meeting. 

Southbound traffic on Inter-
state 35 was ground to a halt 
after two vehicles collided 
and burst into flames shutting 
down the interstate for 2 hours 
and 50 minutes.

Purcell Junior High Teach-
er/Staff and Students of the 
Month were Sarah Jones, 
Teacher of the Month; Yandel 
Chavez and Diana Aguinaga, 
Sixth Grade; Ryder Ward and 
Mandolin Keely, Seventh 
Grade; Ethan Berger and Lilly 
Venegas, Eighth Grade.

Brendan Dye, son of Dr. 
Bryan and Jan Dye of Purcell, 
received his degree of doctor 
of Osteopathic Medicine with 
a Masters in Public Health.

James Benjamin Flournoy, 
Jr., of Purcell, died April 5.

Harold Lynn George, of 
Pauls Valley, died May 5.

Leo L. Mooney III, died 
May 2.

Judith Ann (Sweeney) 
Riggs, died May 2.

Troy Lee Stone, formerly of 
Wayne, died May 2.

Joan Todd, of Purcell, died 
May 8.

Teddy Calvin Woods, died 
May 9.

Kenny Love commited to 
Southwestern Christian to 
play basketball.

Heart of Oklahoma Players 
of the Year were Kody Kroth, 
2020 Offensive Player of the 
Year; Sam Wofford, 2020 
Defensive Player of the Year; 
Jaysen Shea, 2020 Offensive 

Lineman of the Year; Johnny 
Marquez, 2020 Defensive 
Lineman of the Year.

Ryan Maynard signed a let-
ter of intent to play baseball 
at Greenville University in 
Greenville, Illinois.

Coralee Castle signed a 
letter of intent with the Okla-
homa State University Rodeo 
Team.

Two McClain County men 
were arrested in connnection 
with numerous thefts in the 
area. Jimmy Dean Smith, of 
Blanchard and Joshua Lyn 
Jones, of Washington were ar-
rested after deputies recovered 
thousands of dollars worth of 
stolen property at a residence 
west of Washington.

John Eddy Burris, of Wayne, 

died May 12.
Clara Mae Lansdale, died 

May 12.
Purcell’s 2021 District 

Teacher of the Year is high 
school math instructor Erica 
Keen.

Jerry Dale Cudd, of Lindsay, 
died May 17.

Peggy Cunningham, of 
Purcell, died May 20.

Floy Hyde Murphy, died 
May 19.

Jack Frank Tracy, of Noble, 
died May 24.

Washington seniors Emitt 
Wilk and Colin Pelton were 
named to the Class 3A West 
All-Star by class team.

News
from the

City of Purcell
The City of Purcell does free brush pickup two times per 

year in the fall and again in the spring. These schedules will 
be published in The Purcell Register and can be obtained at 
Purcell City Hall.

During the remainder of the year, the City of Purcell will do 
brush pickup by work order only. This means that the customer 
has to call in to City Hall to request pickup with charges to be 
assessed to the customer utility account.

The charges may range from $15 for a small load up to $50 
for a large load, this includes Christmas trees.

The garbage company, WCA, does bulk waste pickup on 
the fourth Monday of each month. This includes small loads 
of brush. The brush needs to be cut in three foot lengths and 
bundled with twine.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Nativity
Churches celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ with special 
services Christmas Eve and on Sunday.

Purcell and Wayne
Senior Citizens

By Val Blackburn

Happy New Year to all! May your Holiday Season and this 
coming year be blessed with laughter, love, good health and peace. 

The Eggnog Social was a success! We had great food, prizes, 
super entertainment and a surprise visit from Santa! Thank you 
to all who contributed and participated! It was a wonderful time.

Delta Nutrition will not be serving meals on Friday, December 
31. Their regular schedule of Monday through Friday will begin 
on Monday, January 3.

 The PCCS Garage Sale will be closed until Jan. 6, 2022 for 
the holidays. If you have a need or question, please call Val at 
405-527-5070.

The Senior Center will be closed on Friday, December 31, 2021, 
for New Years. We will be open on Monday, January 3, 2022.

Fellowship, exercise, cards, bingo, pool, crafts and a lot of 
laughter are going on Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. at the Purcell Senior Center, 228 N. 2nd, in Purcell. 
Coffee, tea and cookies are always available. Everyone 60 and 
over is invited and welcome. If you have any questions, please 
call Val at 405-527-5070.

Delta Nutrition provides meals Monday through Friday be-
ginning at 11:30 a.m. They also deliver in-home meals. Any 
questions you have about meal service can be answered by John 
at 405-527-9462. This number is also the one to call when you 
let them know what days you will be here to dine. Please do let 
them know you will be here. They always want to have plenty 
of food for all.

Menu for January 3-7:
Monday—Steak sandwich, tomato soup, salad, strawberries 

and bananas.
Tuesday—Chicken alfredo over noodles, peas, carrots, garlic 

bread, gelatin.
Wednesday—Breaded fish with tarter sauce, oven potatoes, 

green beans, cornbread, pudding.
Thursday—Ham and beans, relish, spinach, cornbread, fruit 

crisp.
Friday—Meatloaf, mashed potatoes with gravy, broccoli, 

roll, chocolate cake.
Milk is available with every meal.
A very Happy New Year to each one of you and a huge thank 

you to all who continue to support the senior centers. Your 
support makes a big difference in the lives of our centers and 
our seniors.

Please see Review, page 2B

Submit your letter to the editor.
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It’s a Small World
Gracie Montgomery
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2234 N. Green, Purcell • www.pigstands.com • (405) 703-3000
Sunday – Thursday 11 AM - 9 PM • Friday & Saturday 11 AM - 10 PM

$600
Mon-Sat 11AM-8PM 

Closed Sunday

E. Lindsey

✮Alameda St.

N
E 12th St.N

Joe’s A
nd

ov
er

HomelandWalgreens

Fine Wines • Spirits • Beer • Coolers

DISARONNO AMARETTO LIQUEUR 750........................$-A-L-E .................... $27.99
COURVOISIER VS COGNAC 750.....................................$-A-L-E .................... $25.69
SANTA MARGHERITA PINOT GRIGIO & PROSECCO .....$-A-L-E .................... $18.99
ROSCATO ROSSA DOLCE - SWEET RED 750 .................$-A-L-E ......................$7.99
BUD LIGHT “UGLy SWEATER” 12 PACK .......................$-A-L-E ....................$15.69

*Holiday Flavors - seltzer variety Pack*

Joe’s Wines and Spirits

1330 AlAmedA
 NormAN • 364-9262

** joesplacewines.com & Facebook **

PAULS VALLEY
Across from Train Depot

(405) 238-6358 / 238-7002
ANNOUNCEMENT:

Now ShowiNg

Now ShowiNg

ROYAL THEATRE

PG

PG-13

FUN FOR ALL AGES 

Closed Monday & Tuesday
7:30 EvEnings

2 PM sat & sun MatinEEs

Happy New Year!
Hope everyone rings in the 

new year safely and happily!
Don’t forget to eat your 

blackeyed peas! 
***

Happy 50th Anniversary 
to Bob and Amanda Allen of 
Austin, Texas.

***
Happy birthday to Susan 

Nicholson, Rita Ganster, 
Jessica Jones, Melissa Mills, 
Connie Mack Sikes, Doug 
Weimer, Brianna Cleeland, 
Lacy McGee, Maria del Car-
men McGee, Quincy McGee, 
Jobeth M. Suarez, Raul Cara-
lampio, Jose Ortiz, Barbara 
Bruehl, Martin Montelongo, 
Marsha Womack, John Bour-
quin, Sharon Elliott, Tanner 
Martin, Scarlett Austin and 
Nicholas Northcutt.

***
This is your last chance 

to drive around Purcell City 
Lake and create holiday 
memories as you see over 190 
animated displays featuring 
over 650,000 lights at Purcell’s 
Lights From the Heart!

There is no admission fee, 
but donations are greatly ap-
preciated.

The gates open at 5:30 p.m. 
nightly.

The lights will be open until 
Friday, December 31.

***
McClain County Treasurer 

Teresa Jones reminds prop-
erty owners in the county that 
2021 tax statements have been 
mailed.

Full or half payments are 
due before January 1.

The treasurer’s office also 

now has the ability to email 
tax statements.

Property owners can also 
print out their tax statements 
by going online to tmconsult-
ing.us.com.

For more information call 
527-3261.

***
With school resuming early 

next week after the Christmas 
break, drivers should be espe-
cially vigilant for pedestrians 
before and after school hours.

Drivers need to watch out for 
children walking and biking 
to and from school which in-
cludes those getting out of cars 
in school parking lots which 
can be particularly dangerous.

We  need to pay special 
attention to our greatest re-
source, our children!

***
Here’s a twist on how to 

make sure you get your black-
eyed peas on New Year’s Day.

Cowboy Caviar
15 oz. can black beans, rinsed 
and drained
15.8 oz. can black-eyed peas, 
rinsed and drained
15.25 oz. can sweet corn, 
drained
14.5 oz. can diced tomatoes or 
Rotel Tomatoes, drained
1 avocado, diced
1/2 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped cilantro
3/4 cup zesty Italian dressing
1 TBL lime juice

Pour all of the ingredients 
into a large bowl and stir until 
combined. Cover the bowl and 
place in the fridge.

Allow the flavors to blend 
for about 1 hour before serv-
ing. 

LEXINGTON SCHOOL 
MENU

Week of January 3
MONDAY

No School.
TUESDAY

No School.
WEDNESDAY
BREAKFAST

Whole grain cereal, crackers, 
craisins, fruit juice, milk.

LUNCH
Oven roasted chicken, baked 

beans, potato wedges, rosy 
applesauce, hot rolls, milk.

THURSDAY
BREAKFAST

Biscuit and gravy, pineapple 
tidbits, fruit juice, milk.

LUNCH
Spaghetti with meat sauce, 

green beans, steamed carrots, 
garlic bread, tropical fruit, 
milk.

FRIDAY
BREAKFAST

Whole grain cereal, toast 
and jelly, orange smiles, fruit 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Pizza, whole kernel corn, 

fresh broccoli with ranch, ba-
nana, milk.

PURCELL SCHOOL 
MENU

Week of January 3
MONDAY

No School.
TUESDAY

BREAKFAST
Grab N Go—Breakfast taco 

or uncrustable, fruit, juice, 
milk.

LUNCH
Grilled cheese, Ruffles, baby 

carrots, fruit, milk.
WEDNESDAY
BREAKFAST

Grab N Go—Sausage biscuit 
or pop tarts, fruit, juice, milk.

LUNCH
Beef and bean enchiladas, 

Mexican salad, chips and salsa, 
fruit, milk.

THURSDAY
BREAKFAST

Grab N Go—Pancake on 
a stick or muffin, fruit, juice, 
milk.

LUNCH
Chicken alfredo, garlic knot, 

green beans, fruit, milk.
FRIDAY

BREAKFAST
Grab N Go—Glazed dough-

nut holes or pop tarts, fruit, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Cheeseburger, barbecue 

baked beans, cookie, fruit, 
milk.

WAYNE SCHOOL MENU
Week of January 3

MONDAY
BREAKFAST

Sausage biscuit, cereal, fruit, 
juice, milk.

LUNCH
Corn dogs, french fries, 

mixed vegetables, strawber-
ries, milk.

TUESDAY
BREAKFAST

Cereal, fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH

Taco burger, potato, lettuce, 
tomato, pears, milk.

WEDNESDAY
BREAKFAST

Pancake, cereal, fruit, juice, 
milk.

LUNCH
Chicken sandwich, whole 

grain chips, mixed fruit, milk.
THURSDAY

BREAKFAST
Cereal, fruit, juice, milk.

LUNCH
Chicken noodle, peas and 

carrots, roll, banana, milk.
FRIDAY

BREAKFAST
Grain bar, cereal, fruit, juice, 

milk.
LUNCH

Pizza, corn, spinach, apple, 
cookie, milk.

School Menus

twitter.com/purcellregister

Follow us on

John D. Montgomery 
The Purcell Register

Last hoorah!
Santa and his gang are about 
to sing “Auld Lang Syne” as the 
Christmas holiday has given 
way to the New Year’s Eve 
celebration.

Small changes can build
healthy habits in the New Year 

This New Year, Shape Your 
Future, a program of the To-
bacco Settlement Endowment 
Trust (TSET), encourages 
Oklahomans to build healthy 
habits through small changes 
in everyday routines.

Instead of setting resolu-
tions without a plan to achieve 
them, create and maintain 
healthy lifestyles by changing 
one habit at a time.

“Unrealistic New Year’s 
goals can be overwhelming 
and hard to achieve,” said 
Julie Bisbee, TSET Executive 
Director. “Try making a small 
change each month, like eating 
more fruits and veggies or get-
ting up ten minutes earlier to 
do some easy walking around 
the house.

“Small changes add up to 
you feeling better and more 
energetic. Ultimately, this 
helps you and your fam-
ily live a healthier life,” she 
continued.

The top two reasons the 
majority of New Year’s reso-
lutions fail are because the 
goals are too big and feel un-
attainable, and there is no ac-

countability structure to help 
maintain and track change.

Small changes harness 
positive momentum and build 
over time to create long-term 
healthy lifestyles. Follow 
Shape Your Future’s 5-Step 
Guide to build an action plan. 
Then, track healthy changes 
on the Healthy Habits Re-
wards Card.

Easy ways to incorporate 
small healthy changes into 
your everyday schedule in-
clude: 

• Drinking water instead of 
soda (or other sugary drinks);

• Moving during TV com-
mercial breaks instead of 
sitting still;

• Taking walks throughout 
the day or as a family;

• Cooking healthy meals 
together as a family with the 
kids involved, like Veggie 
Stir Fry;

• Snacking on carrots and 
hummus instead of chips and 
dip and

• Quitting tobacco
In 2019, Alex, a 31-year-old 

marketing professional, and 
her family were featured in a 

testimonial for Shape Your Fu-
ture. Alex realized she needed 
to be healthier for herself and 
her family.

By making small changes, 
like taking the stairs, planning 
ahead for meals and eating 
healthy snacks, Alex saw her 
health transform. Her story is 
a perfect illustration of how to 
start a health journey one step 
at a time for success.

“As we adjust to building 
a healthy lifestyle with our 
two kids, this New Year my 
husband and I plan to include 
two walks around the neigh-
borhood into our weekly rou-
tine,” Alex said. “I am looking 
forward to meal prepping 
shredded chicken with veg-
gies to serve in sandwiches, 
salads or tacos. It will make 
packing healthy lunches easy 
and efficient during the week.”

Healthy lifestyles go beyond 
nutrition and exercise. Shape 
Your Future also encourages 
tobacco-free lifestyles for 
teens and adults. Make quit-
ting tobacco your New Year’s 
resolution and celebrate daily 
quit-attempt victories through 
small steps that lead to power-
ful changes.

Adults wanting to live to-
bacco free can register with the 
Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline 
for free plans to quit tobacco 
products. Pick the level of free 
services that is right for your 
quit – including free patches, 
gum or lozenges.

Register for the Helpline 
online (OKhelpline.com) or 

call 1-800-QUIT NOW.
For Oklahoma teens ready 

to break free from addictive 
vapes and other tobacco prod-
ucts, check out My Life, My 
Quit or text “Start My Quit” 
to 36072 to register for free 
and confidential services to 
help you quit how you want 
and when you want.

This New Year, join Shape 
Your Future in exploring 
the power of making small, 
healthy changes to food and 
activity habits, one step at a 
time, to live a healthier, hap-
pier 2022.

For a complete list of 
healthy lifestyle ideas, re-
sources and dozens of easy, 
low-cost recipes, visit Shap-
eYourFutureOK.com.
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Sign of the times
With the changes in the coming months at Purcell Municipal Hospital, Rick Schmidt’s office 
will soon be moving into Than Maynard’s building on North Green Avenue.

John D. Montgomery 
The Purcell Register

Bigger than life
After working overtime on 
Christmas Eve, Santa will be 
heading for a little rest and 
relaxation very soon.

The Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol investigated a five-
vehicle fatality accident on 
Interstate 35 December 22 
just before 7 p.m.

The patrol reported 24-year-
old Chandra Crutasinger died 
at the scene. She was driving 
a 2015 Acura MDX. Two pas-
sengers in her vehicle were 
treated and released at OU 
Medical Center.

Lead investigator Mat Con-
way said a 2015 Ford F150 
driven by Boyd Andrea, 35, 
of Springdale AR., struck a 
Chevrolet Tahoe in the rear 
to start the chain reaction 
accident.

The Tahoe left the scene but 
the Ford F150 went through 
the cable barrier and entered 
into oncoming southbound 
traffic. The Andrea vehicle 
then struck vehicles three, 
four and five before rolling 
onto its driver’s  side blocking 
both lanes of I-35.

Vehicle three was a 2020 
Dodge Ram 1500 driven by 
Jeffery Levingston, 53, of 
Sulphur Springs, TX. Both 
he and a passenger, Debbie 
Levingston, 59, of Sulphur 
Springs were treated and 
released at Purcell Municipal 
Hospital.

Vehicle four was a 2007 
Freightliner driven by Ab-
disamad Yasin, 42, of Burns-
ville, MN. He was not injured.

Vehic le  f ive  was  the 
Crutsinger vehicle. Amber 
Scholl, 27, of Edmond and 
Ericka Scholl, 23, of Ed-
mond were passengers in the 
vehicle. 

Assisting Conway at the 
scene were Troopers Mike 
Wallace, Lt. Andre Rawls, Lt. 
Mike Abernathy, Caleb Scott 
Jarrod Terry, Destiny Terry, 
Dylan Wright, Purcell Fire-
fighters and Wadley’s EMS.

The accident remains under 
investigation.

John D. Montgomery 
The Purcell Register

Winter reminder
With temperatures hovering in 
the high 70s during Christmas 
the only sign of winter time 
precipitation came in the form 
of blow up snowmen.

Obituaries
The

Purcell Register

Wilson-Little Funeral Home • 127 S. Canadian • Purcell • 527-6543

Terry Randol McCaskill
Funeral services for Terry Randol McCaskill, 71, of Purcell 

will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, December 30, 2021 at the 
Wilson-Little Funeral Home Chapel. Interment will be at 
Hillside Cemetery in Purcell under the direction of the Wilson-

Little Funeral Home in Purcell.
Mr. McCaskill passed away on December 

24, 2021 at Norman Regional Hospital.
Terry was born the oldest of six on June 2, 

1950 to Bobby Francis McCaskill and Melba 
Rahe McCaskill (Cariker). He moved around 
a bit in his early childhood before his family 
finally settled in Purcell. Terry attended Purcell 

Schools and graduated with the Dragon class of 1968.
In the summer of 1969, Terry married his high school sweet-

heart and the love of his life, Sandra Kay Whatley on June 21, 
at Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church in Purcell. They were 
blessed with four children and made their home in Purcell. 

Terry was in the lumber business for 52 years. He began at 
Sutherlands Lumber, Carey Lumber Co., and Blanchard Build-
ing Center before spending the majority of his career at Fox 
Building Supply. For many years he served on the board of the 
Lumberman’s Association, having achieved lifetime member-
ship of service.  He also received many sales accolades, including 
the Top Salesman awards for several years. Terry even enjoyed 
bringing his work home with him, building handcrafted toys, 
swords and furniture for his kids and grandkids. 

When he wasn’t working, Terry enjoyed spending his free 
time playing a variety of sports with many of his lifelong friends 
and family members. As he got older, he became an avid golfer, 
which allowed him the ability to spend time with his two sons 
and many others he considered his family and dearest friends.

He loved coaching his children when they played little league 
sports, and he remained active in adult league sports himself 
playing softball, basketball, and bowling. He was a true family 
man and loved spending time with his wife and kids, especially 
while enjoying a good meal together.

Terry was a musical man as well, he played guitar and even 
played with a rock n’ roll group in his younger years called The 
Renegades. He had a long-time association with Our Lady of 
Victory Catholic Church in Purcell as he grew closer to the 
Lord. Terry will be missed by all those who knew and loved him. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Bobby and Melba 
McCaskill, and his two-year-old son, Kevin Scott McCaskill. 

He is survived by his wife, Sandra of the home; his brothers, 
Bobby McCaskill Jr. and wife, Jeannie, of Collinsville, Okla., 
Steven McCaskill and wife, Debbie, of Purcell, and David Mc-
Caskill of Norman; his sisters, Debbie Willis of Washington 
and Donne Breland and husband, Scott, of Sapulpa, Okla.; 
his sons, Mike McCaskill and wife,Jana, of Goldsby and Jeff 
McCaskill and wife, Kelly, of Moore and his daughter, Chelle 
McCaskill of Purcell. Terry also leaves behind seven grand-
children, Caylin Nimmo, Trevor Nimmo, Emily McCaskill, 
Reid McCaskill, Dominic McCaskill, Radek McCaskill and 
Max McCaskill. 

Online condolences may be made at wilsonlittle.com.

Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Putting the word out
This billboard reminds motorists traveling south on I-35 about Purcell’s new hospital. The 
billboard is located just north of the southbound exit at mile marker 98. The facility is slated to 
be open in Spring of 2022.

Another 
deadly 
crash
Edmond woman 
killed in five car 
pile-up on I-35

Funeral services for Ramona Vaughn, 84, of Purcell will be 
held at 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 3, 2022 at the Wilson-Little Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Services will be under the direction of the 
Wilson-Little Funeral Home in Purcell.

Mrs. Vaughn died December 27, 2021 at Purcell Municipal 
Hospital.

Online condolences may be made at wilsonlittle.com.

Ramona Vaughn

Wilson-Little Funeral Home • 127 S. Canadian • Purcell • 527-6543
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I-35:	
the	 new	 ramps.	 Alternative	
3	 was	 selected	 from	 three	
design	 proposals	 presented	
for	consideration.
During	 evaluation	 of	 the	

various	design	concepts	and	
feedback	 from	 the	 public,	
ODOT	and	the	city	found	that	
Alternative	3	best	met	the	per-
formance	goals	of	improved	
emergency	 vehicle	 access,	
reduced	 emergency	 incident	
response	 time,	 improved	
connectivity	 to	 the	 regional	
transportation	 network	 and	
accommodation	of	continued	

growth	in	Purcell.
The	 department	 hosted	 a	

virtual	open	house	from	ear-
lier	in	the	year,	during	which	
nearly	580	individuals	visited	
the	 project	website	 and	 123	
written	public	comments	were	
submitted.
Currently,	no	interstate	ac-

cess	 exists	 at	 SH-74/Grant	
St.	 and	 the	 interchange	 just	
to	 the	north	at	US-77/Green	
Ave.	(Exit	95)	lacks	a	connec-
tion	to	southbound	I-35.	The	
preferred	alternative	will	keep	
the	existing	ramps	at	Exit	95	

open	to	traffic	after	construc-
tion	of	the	new	SH-74/Grant	
Street	interchange.
The	estimated	$28	million	

construction	project	to	build	
the	new	interchange	is	sched-
uled	 in	 ODOT’s	 Eight-Year	
Construction	 Work	 Plan	 to	
go	 to	 bid	 in	 Federal	 Fiscal	
Year	2025.
The	 public	 can	 find	more	

information	 about	 this	 proj-
ect	 by	 visiting	 www.odot.
org	 and	 clicking	 “Program	
&	Projects”	and	then	“Public	
Meetings	and	Hearings.”

media.	 	 Sometimes	 being	 	 a	
one	man	show	wears	me	out,	
but	 I	 wouldn’t	 change	 it	 for	
anything!	

Q: What do you like best 
about your job?
A:	I	LOVE	my	customers.	I	

have	made	so	many	great	con-
nections	and		relationships	over	

John	Denny	Montgomery	•	The	Purcell	Register

700	Club
The 2021 Purcell Dragons celebrated program win No. 700 after they defeated Crooked Oak 
56-7 at Conger Field.

Sunshine Realty
LLCMaking your future brighter

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Cody Simmons, Realtor®
(405) 203-2449

Active OK License #183016

LeAnn Wilson, Realtor®
(405) 203-5303

Active OK License #200253

Paul Turner, Realtor®
(405) 590-5580

Active OK License #184666

Rhonda Simmons, Broker/Owner
(405) 808-0705

rhonda@sunshinerealty.realtor
Active Managing Broker #142160

Active Association #175498

Residential  Commercial
Homes on Acreage

Acreage  Foreclosures
Short Sales

Office (405) 872-SELL (7355) • Fax (877) 837-2143
9315 48th Ave SE, Noble, OK 73068 • www.sunshinerealty.realtor

Homes on Acreage
Handyman 
ConstruCtion

“No Job Too Small”

Mark Austin

For all your home improvements and home repairs.

(405) 612-2487
Credit 
Cards 

Accepted

Gas • Mufflers
Oil changes

Brake & tire services

Criswell’s Service
129 S. Green Ave. 

527-0805

Bill Johnson Roofing

Free estimates
20 years local experience

Tear Off & New Construction
Fully insured

405-872-9499Okla. license #0519

Tell our readers about
your business

Call 405-527-2126 The
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Pets	are	cute	and	cuddly,	but	
they	 serve	 a	 bigger	 purpose	
beyond	 companionship.	 Re-
search	has	shown	pets	are	good	
for	 both	mental	 and	 physical	
health.
What	 do	 researchers	 mean	

when	saying	pets	are	good	for	
health?	It	means	they	can	im-
prove	the	mental	and	physical	
wellbeing	of	any	pet	owners,	
not	 just	 those	who	are	facing	
health	challenges	such	as	can-
cer,	depression	or	some	other	
illness,	 said	 Rachel	 Morse,	
Oklahoma	State	University	Ex-
tension	mental	health	specialist	
with	the	Oklahoma	4-H	Youth	
Development	program.
“Research	has	shown	that	pet	

owners	had	greater	self-esteem,	
were	 more	 physically	 fit,	
tended	to	be	less	lonely,	were	
more	conscientious,	tended	to	
be	less	fearful	and	were	more	
extroverted,”	Morse	said.
“Pets	also	have	been	a	great	

source	of	comfort	and	company	
for	individuals	who	have	had	to	
transition	from	a	bustling	office	
space	to	their	own	quiet	living	
room	 during	 the	 COVID-19	
pandemic.	 Others	 may	 have	
still	 been	 able	 to	 go	 into	 the	
office	for	work	but	have	oth-
erwise	 kept	 themselves	 close	
to	home,”	she	said.
It’s	 no	 secret	 pets	 help	 re-

lieve	 stress	 their	 owners	 are	
experiencing.	 Pets	 are	 good,	
non-judgmental	listeners,	and	
they’re	 intuitive.	 They	 can	
sense	stress,	fear	and	sadness,	
as	well	as	happiness	and	 joy.	
Research	 has	 shown	 therapy	
animals	 have	 proven	 to	 de-
crease	stress	levels	even	hours	
after	a	short	interaction.
“Dogs	 seem	 to	 hone	 in	 on	

body	cues	and	know	when	to	
nudge	a	person	or	wander	over	

Trisha Gedon
Extension Educator for	a	scratch	behind	the	ears,”	

she	said.	“Pets	also	can	teach	
us	about	self-care.”
Morse	recalled	while	work-

ing	 at	 home	 during	 the	 pan-
demic,	she	would	get	wrapped	
up	in	her	work	all	day.	Her	cat,	
Miriam,	 could	 sense	 Morse	
needed	 a	 break	 and	 would	
repeatedly	paw	at	her.
“It	annoyed	me	at	first,	but	I	

realized	I	hadn’t	taken	a	break	
all	day.	It’s	so	easy	to	go	for	days	
without	stepping	outside,	so	I	
started	taking	Miriam	outside	
daily	so	we	both	could	get	some	
fresh	air	and	sunshine	to	change	
up	our	routine,”	she	said.	“Pets	
and	their	owners	take	care	of	
each	other.	They	really	can	help	
us	through	tough	times.”
While	 most	 studies	 focus	

on	 traditional	 pets	 like	 dogs	
and	cats,	any	animal	can	be	a	
therapy	pet.	Some	people	find	
birds	to	be	calming,	or	perhaps	a	
hedgehog,	a	bearded	dragon	or	
even	a	tarantula.	It’s	important	
to	find	the	pet	 that	works	for	
each	individual.
Recognizing	the	role	of	pets	

in	mental	health,	 this	 fall	 the	
OSU	Center	 for	 Pet	Therapy	
opened	to	help	meet	the	emo-
tional	needs	of	students,	faculty	
and	staff.	What	started	as	a	vi-
sion	from	former	First	Cowgirl,	
Ann	Hargis,	Pete’s	Pet	Posse	
began	in	2013	with	eight	dogs	
as	a	way	to	focus	on	students’	
mental	health.
The	program	has	since	grown	

into	 a	 successful	 pet	 therapy	
program	with	 nearly	 60	 dog/
owner	 teams,	 said	 Kendria	
Cost,	director	of	the	OSU	Cen-
ter	for	Pet	Therapy,	located	at	
224	Student	Union	on	the	OSU	
campus.
With	students	back	on	cam-

pus	 this	 semester,	 Cost	 said,	
visits	 are	 increasing	 signifi-
cantly,	 and	 they	 are	 serving	

Pets play vital role
in mental health

more	students	and	areas	 than	
ever	before.
“We	see	every	day	the	impact	

these	dogs	have	on	not	only	the	
students,	 but	 also	 the	 faculty	
and	 staff,”	 Cost	 said.	 “The	
dogs	 create	 smiles,	 laughter	
and	a	welcome	distraction	from	
whatever	they	are	dealing	with	
on	that	particular	day.	Research	
has	 shown	 animals	 have	 the	
ability	to	help	with	depression,	
loneliness	and	increase	mood.”
The	owners/handlers	of	the	

dogs	 in	 the	program	serve	as	
ambassadors	on	behalf	of	the	
university,	actively	listening	to	
students’	concerns	and	offering	
resources	as	appropriate.	They	
make	 public	 appearances	 on	
campus	as	well	as	private	visits	
to	 organizations,	 classrooms	
and	 special	 events	 that	 can	
be	 scheduled	 when	 dogs	 are	
available.
“We	make	the	students	aware	

of	 the	services	that	are	avail-
able	to	them.	The	dogs	allow	
students	to	be	more	receptive	
and	 help	 open	 up	 dialogue,”	
Cost	said.
To	 date,	 the	 program	 has	

touched	 263,000	 lives	 and	
made	 4,400	 special	 appear-
ances.	At	OSU,	 eight	 classes	
of	 therapy	 teams	 have	 been	
trained.	 OSU-Tulsa	 and	 the	
OSU	 Center	 for	 Health	 Sci-
ences	have	trained	three	classes	
of	therapy	teams.
Pete’s	 Pet	 Posse	 has	 been	

rated	among	the	most	popular	
programs	for	student	satisfac-
tion	 and	 retention	 in	 the	 an-
nual	OSU	Student	Satisfaction	
Survey.
Those	 interested	 can	 learn	

more	about	Pete’s	Pet	Posse	by	
calling	405-744-PUPS	(7877)	
or	 via	 email	 at	 pettherapy@
okstate.edu.	 Office	 hours	 for	
the	center	are	10	a.m.	to	2	p.m.	
Monday	through	Friday.

From page 1A

Pyle:	
the	years.			I	love	that	I	can	come	
into	work	everyday	and	know	a	
friend	is	always	walking	in	the	
door.		I	also	enjoying	research-
ing	and	going	to	market	to	find	
new	 products.	 I	 really	 strive	
hard	to	have	a	good	selection	of	
items	and	to	do	that	it	includes	
hours	of	research!	

Oklahoma’s	 white-tailed	
deer	population	has	increased	
from	 40,000	 to	 more	 than	
250,000	 since	 the	 1960s.	As	
the	deer	population	expanded,	
deer	 moved	 into	 peripheral	
suburban	areas.
As	deer	begin	moving	 into	

an	area,	homeowners	initially	
enjoy	seeing	them	and	may	ac-
tually	encourage	deer	to	come	
into	their	yard	by	feeding	them.	
Rural	 subdivisions	 may	 ban	
hunting	 or	 place	 restrictions	
on	firearm	use	to	protect	deer	
or	for	safety	reasons.
Homeowner	attitudes	begin	

changing	 after	 deer	 num-
bers	 increase	 to	 the	 extent	
that	 shrubbery	 shows	 heavy	
browsing	and	gardens	become	
difficult	 to	 grow	 because	 of	
continued	depredation.	In	addi-
tion	to	browsing,	damage	may	
occur	 in	 the	 fall	when	bucks	
begin	rubbing	antlers	on	small	
trees	or	young	nursery	stock.	
The	 problem	 of	 damage	

control	 is	not	an	easy	one	 to	
solve.	 Trapping	 and	 moving	
excess	deer	is	often	suggested	
by	homeowners	as	a	humane	
alternative	 to	 hunting	 with	
guns	or	even	limited	hunting	
with	archery	tackle.
However,	 the	cost	 to	move	

enough	deer	to	lower	damage	
to	tolerable	levels	is	definitely	
prohibitive.	 It	 should	be	 rec-
ognized	 that	 most	 areas	 of	
Oklahoma	are	well	populated	
with	deer.
Any	deer	moved	to	another	

area	 will	 only	 shorten	 food	
supplies	for	both	resident	and	
transplanted	 animals.	 Nature	
will	 then	 control	 the	 excess	
through	starvation	or	decreased	
reproductive	success	because	

of	 chronic	 malnutrition.	 At	
best,	 trapping	 and	 relocating	
problem	deer	is	only	a	short-
term	solution.
Deer	damage	control	meth-

ods	fit	into	six	categories:	
•	 Exclusion—by	 electric	

fence	or	eight-foot	high,	deer-
proof	fence;
•	 Scare	 or	 frightening	 tac-

tics—with	tethered	dogs,	gas	
exploders,	 fireworks	 or	 dis-
charging	firearms;
•	Habitat	modification;
•	 Population	 reduction	

through	sport	hunting;
•	 Repellents—area	 repel-

lents	repel	by	smell	and	contact	
repellents	repel	by	taste;
•	Alternative	plantings.	
Control	methods	other	than	

an	eight-foot	high,	deer-proof	
fence	 or	 an	 electric	 fence	
reduce	 damage	 by	 50	 to	 75	
percent	 at	 best,	 and	 often	
much	less.	A	deer-proof	fence	
does	 not	 fit	 well	 with	 most	
landscaping	plans	and	can	be	
expensive	if	large	areas	are	to	
be	protected.
For	 small	 gardens,	 a	 deer-

proof	 fence	 can	 be	 cost	 ef-
fective.	 For	 best	 results	 they	
should	be	constructed	before	
serious	damage	occurs.	
Scare	tactics	work	for	only	

short	 periods	 of	 time,	 but	
may	 be	 useful	 by	 providing	
enough	protection	to	allow	the	
crop	to	be	harvested.	Habitat	
modification	is	expensive	and	
may	 actually	 attract	 deer	 if	
misapplied.
A	 professional	 wildlife	 bi-

ologist	 should	 be	 consulted	
if	this	is	the	desired	course	of	
action.	Population	reduction	by	
sport	hunting	is	the	most	cost	
effective,	 long-term	 solution	
and	should	be	seriously	consid-
ered	if	damage	is	widespread.	

Controlling deer damage
Repellents	 which	 provide	

an	 unpleasant	 taste	 or	 odor	
can	be	used,	but	damage	will	
not	be	entirely	eliminated.	Ef-
fectiveness	will	vary	with	deer	
density,	season	and	availability	
of	alternate	foods.
Bear	in	mind	that	repellents	

will	not	completely	eliminate	
damage	 and	 that	 a	 given	
method’s	 effectiveness	 will	
change	 seasonally,	 based	 on	
what	natural	 foods	are	avail-
able	to	deer.	Many	repellents	
do	not	weather	well	and	will	
need	to	be	reapplied	after	a	rain.	
There	are	several	plants	that	

deer	do	not	prefer	to	feed	on.	
You	may	have	very	little	dam-
age	on	ornamental	grasses,	but	
have	 to	 fence	 fruit	 trees	 and	
most	 garden	 crops	 (some	 of	
their	 favorites	 include	 okra,	
peas,	beans,	and	watermelons),	
tulips	and	hydrangeas.
A	 sample	 of	 deer	 resistant	

plants	is	listed	in	the	OSU	Fact	
Sheet,	HLA-6427	Ornamental	
and	Garden	Plants:	Controlling	
Deer	Damage.	
Late	summer	and	early	fall	

is	 when	 bucks	 like	 to	 rub	
their	 velvet	 covered	 antlers	
on	 small	 trees.	 I	 recommend	
that	 you	 wrap	 or	 cover	 the	
trunks	of	 these	to	discourage	
this	activity.
I	like	to	use	a	4	foot	section	

of	 6”	 perforated	 black	 drain	
pipe	for	this.	Split	it	down	the	
middle	and	it	makes	a	cheap,	
reusable,	easy	to	install	protec-
tor	for	your	tree	trunks.	
While	 deer	 are	 beautiful	

animals	 to	 look	 at,	 they	 can	
be	 devastating	 to	 managed	
landscapes.	With	a	little	prepa-
ration,	 planning,	 and	 maybe	
hardware	you	can	learn	to	co-
exist	and	share	your	environ-
ment	with	them.	

Justin McDaniel
Extension Ag Educator
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Post season 
honors
Washington 
players tabbed for  
All-State, All-
Region and All-
District.

High school basketball

Tuesday Night Ticker

Boys

Girls

Purcell 54 ......................................Lexington 22

Purcell ......................................... Lexington DNP

Washington 43 .......................... Pauls Valley 40

Washington 65 .......................... Pauls Valley 38

Wayne DNP

Wayne DNP
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Tech upgrades
PPS used grant funds for purchases

Purcell Public Schools 
used grant funds to make 
inroads in a 
district-wide 
t e c h n o l o g y 
upgrade.

A s s i s t a n t 
superinten-
dent Jerry 
Swayze took 
school board members 
through those upgrades 
during a special presenta-
tion at Monday’s board 
meeting.

Purchases for students 

include 450 Chromebooks, 
110 iPads and cases and 102 
hotspots.

Swayze said existing 
Chromebooks 
are  now s ix 
years old, add-
ing the devices’ 
usefulness drops 

af te r  f ive 
years.
“We still 

need to get 100 more iPads 
and cases,” he added.

Purchases for teachers 

The progress of installing 
a new 12” water line west 
on Grant to provide water 
to the new hospital Mon-
day caused a problem for 

an existing water line and 
subsequently caused water 
outages in Purcell Monday 
night into Tuesday morning.

Purcell Water Department 
crews worked on the line 
breach at 9th and Bonnie 

from 4 p.m. Monday after-
noon until 3 a.m.

Water pressure began 
improving starting about 1 
a.m. to the affected custom-
ers, Purcell City Manager 
Dale Bunn told The Purcell 

Register.
“It takes awhile to get the 

air out of the lines once they 
begin to pressure them back 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Friday coronation
Wayne homecoming this week

The element of suspense 
is off the table for Wayne 
High School’s basketball 
homecoming on Friday.

Lone candidates for queen 
and king are Allie Walck and 

Talon Trent.
Their coronation will be 

at 6 p.m., followed by the 
boys game against Stratford 
at 6:30.

Their attendants will be 
juniors McKenzie Fisher 
and Ethan Mullins and 

sophomores Kaylee Mad-
den and Kaleb Madden.

Walck, 18, is an honor 
student. She is on the super-
intendent’s honor roll and 

Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Bulldog court
Basketball homecoming.queen.Allie.Walck,.seated.center,.is.flanked.by.court.attendants,.
from.left,.Ruger.Cross,.Kaylee.Madden,.McKenzie.Fisher.and.Kinslee.Hashagen..Standing.
center.is.homecoming.king.Talon.Trent..He.is.flanked.by.his.attendants.Kaleb.Madden,.
left,. and.Ethan.Mullins..Homecoming. is.Friday.when. the.Wayne.Bulldogs. take.on. the.
Stratford.Bulldogs.

Water Outage
John.Denny.Montgomery.•.The.Purcell.Register

Ground zero for water woes
The intersection.of.Bonnie.Ave..and.9th.St..was.
under.water. Tuesday.morning. after. a.water.main.
ruptured.for.the.second.day. in.a.row..Large.parts.
of.Purcell.had.low.water.pressure.or.no.water.at.all.

Editor’s note: The Purcell 
Register has introduced a new 
feature in which civic leaders 
and others will answer five 
questions. The following were 
answered by Peggy Christian, 
founder and chief elf for 
McClain County Operation 
Christmas.

Q: Did you do some-
thing similar to Operation 
Christmas before coming 
to Purcell?

A: No, I was a supervisor 
with the telephone company.

Q: How long have you 
done Operation Christmas?

A: Twenty-eight years. I 
started the year my grandboys 
were born. That was the main 
reason I retired. I never was 
their baby sitter, though.

Q: What motivates you to 
keep going?

A: I think I see the need. 
I look at those applications. 
I do not want a child to not 

5 questions 
with Peggy 
Christian

Purcell Athletic Director 
Carol Testa is seeking do-
nors to assist with the 49th 
annual Heart of Oklahoma 
Basketball Tournament.

Sponsorships for the 
tournament, scheduled 
for January 21-23, include 
Platinum at $500, Gold at 
$250 and Silver for a $100 
donation or to provide a 
meal.

Testa may be reached 
at the school at 405-442-
0099 ext 504 or by email 
at Testac@purcellps.org. 

Donations 
sought
For 49th 
annual Heart 
Tournament Monday is Martin Lu-

ther King Jr., Day – a day 
off for many residents.

But next week also 
comes with a second holi-
day for federal employees. 
That will be Inauguration 
Day on Wednesday.

The post office will be 
closed only on Monday 
and there will be no mail 
delivery that day.

First United Bank will 
be closed both Monday 

2 for 1 
for some
Holiday closings 
for next week

Peggy Christian

Please see Wayne, 7A

Please see Water, page 2A

Please see Christian, back pagePlease see Holiday, back page

Please see School, back page

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register
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A two-day winter event wrapped 
a blanket of white around central 
Oklahoma Saturday and Sunday 
stifling travel and bringing business 
to a basic halt.

Monday was a holiday for many 

anyway but the estimated five to 
eight inches of snow with drifts 
up to three feet tall was a major 
obstacle from a storm that had been 
predicted for several days.

The snow event was for all 77 
counties in Oklahoma with some 
areas getting up to 12” dumped 

on them.
A second storm was barreling 

down on the state and our area 
expected to hit Tuesday afternoon 
and last until around noon on 

Bill.Bruegan.•.The.Purcell.Register

Severe weather
A major winter.weather.system.
bullied.Oklahoma.Saturday.and.
Sunday. dumping. from. five. to.
eight.inches.of.snow..High.winds.
caused.drifting.up.to.three.feet.
in. some. area. as. the.massive.
snow.storm.all.but.shut.down.
the. area.. Churches,. schools.
and.businesses.were.forced.to.
shut.down.with.a.second.round.
coming. in. Tuesday. evening.
and.into.Wednesday.morning..
A.ruler.in.the.snow.gave.some.
perspective. to. the. amount. of.
snow.that.fell.

Winter 
blast
paralyzes area
Schools, churches, businesses crippled

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

W.T. Farrow’s ancestors 
left their mark on Lexington 
when they were among the 
first settlers staking a home-
stead east of the present-day 
Cleveland County town dur-
ing the 1889 land run.

Now Farrow himself is 
making his mark on the town 
as the unofficial Lexington 
High School football team 
historian.

W.T. stands for William 
Thomas – he’s named after 
both grandfathers – and his 
association with the Bulldogs 
football program goes back 
to 1987. His role as self-
appointed historian is in its 
11th year.

“I keep track of the re-
cords,” he said. “I go to the 
games, record the games. I 
keep all there is to know about 
Lexington football.”

The school has an on and 
off record where football is 
concerned. The first team 
dates back to 1890. And 
from 1928 through 1948, 
the hometown teams were 
eight man.

After 1948, according to 
W.T., football wasn’t played 
at Lexington. The drought 
lasted 20 years before foot-
ball was revived as an inde-
pendent program in 1968.

In 1970 the Oklahoma 
Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association began classify-
ing school by enrollment to 
even the playing field for high 
school sports. Lexington, 
which was still playing 8-man 
football, was in Class B.

It wasn’t until 1976 that 
Lexington moved up to 11-
man football and it now is in 
Class 2A.

Despite his small stature, 
W.T  always loved football 
and was a Bulldog until he 
graduated with the Class of 
1992.

He asked for and was given 
number 65,  tribute he said 

Please see Neighbor, back page

W.T. Farrow

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

Editor’s note: The Purcell 
Register continues a feature in 
which civic leaders and others 
will answer five questions. The 
following were answered by 
Chris Reynolds, Washington 
school superintendent.

Q:  Why did you choose 
Washington?

A: Coming to Washington 
as superintendent was some-

5 questions with
Chris Reynolds

Chris Reynolds

As much as the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic painted 
Oklahoma into a 
corner this year, flu 
season came to the state 
with all the impact of a 
feather floating in air.

According to the most 
recent information from 
the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health, there were 
just 161 hospitalizations of 
influenza patients between 
September 1, 2020, and 
February 6. And statewide, 
just seven people have died.

There’s been speculation 
that influenza numbers are 
down so drastically due to 
the measures taken against 
COVID – wearing masks, 
social distancing, frequent 
hand washing – though 
those same measures have 
failed to put COVID in 
check.

Consider 3,959  COVID 

deaths from March 
2020 when the 
global pandemic 

reached the United 
States through Febru-

ary 12.
COVID-19 hasn’t spared 

McClain County. Residents 
account for 4,924 cases 
and 43 deaths, according 
to OSDH data. Blanchard 
is the county’s hot spot for 
the virus with 2,077 cases 
and a dozen deaths.

The year the flu flew

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Snow motion
A Bobcat.was.busy.Monday.in.downtown.Purcell.moving.snow.so.autos.and.pedestrians.
could.get.around.city.hall.following.the.winter.storm.that.dumped.up.to.eight.inches.
of.snow.on.the.area.

Comparing storms
Deja vu moment in 2011, 2021 blizzards

Yogi Berra wasn’t talking 
about the weather, but he 
nailed it anyway with this 
gem: “It’s like deja vu all 
over again.”

Think back. Ten years and a 
handful of days. The Blizzard 
of February 2011.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s National Centers for 
Environmental Information 
recorded it thus:

“On February 1st–3rd a 
large and powerful winter 
storm, dubbed the ‘Ground-
hog Day Blizzard,’ hit the 
central and northern regions 
of the United States from 
New Mexico northward to 

Wisconsin, and eastward to 
New England. 

“The storm stretched for 
thousands of miles, leaving 
behind at least five inches of 
snow in 22 states. The multi-
faceted storm also brought an 
inch of ice to portions of the 
Ohio River Valley. “

And that was just the be-
ginning.

“Winds gusting upwards of 
70 mph created widespread 
blizzard conditions, and snow 
drifts were reported as high 
as 10 feet. Numerous high-
ways were forced to close 
and thousands of flights were 
cancelled nationwide. The 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Please see Winter, back page

Please see Reynolds, back page

Please see Storms, back page

Please see Flu, back page

Thursday, April 1, 2021 purcellregister.com 75¢Vol. 134 No. 20 • 3 sections • 40 pages

News 
Source for
The 
Heart of 
Oklahoma

Since 1887

Opinion.................4A

Society..................6A

Sports...................1B

Obituaries...........10A

Classifieds..........11B
Pg..1B Pg..1B

Inside Inside Find it...

WNIT Champs
Two McClain 
County cagers help 
Rice win WNIT.

All-Conference
Love, Lucas 
and Scheffe for 
Washington.
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What started out as a water 
leak at 1020 S. Green Avenue 
last Thursday morning turned 
into a major gas line breach 
and shut down traffic both 
north and southbound on the 

main Purcell thoroughfare.
According to the report 

filed by the Purcell Fire De-
partment water department 
personnel were working 
in a hole trying to repair a 

water leak and accidentally 
snagged the unmarked line 
with the bucket of a mini 
excavator.

Wadley’s EMS, Purcell 
Fire, Police, Water Depart-

ment and Street Departments 
along with ODOT and ONG 
responded to the scene.

Firefighters immediately 
evacuated the area for 150 
feet, including shutting down 

the divided boulevard.
Traffic was diverted and a 

safety perimeter was set up.

Gas leak stymies travel
North and south traffic on Green Avenue brought to halt

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Show stopper
A main gas.line.breach.at.Mid-State.Manufacturing.early.last.Thursday.morning.resulted.in.both.northbound.and.southbound.lanes.of.Green.Avenue.being.
closed.for.over.an.hour..One.lane.of.the.southbound.traffic.was.opened.around.9:15.a.m..but.northbound.traffic.was.rerouted.through.Juneau.Street.until.
around.11.a.m.

Easter 
worship
Area churches 
plan services

Several area churches are 
planning Holy Week services 
through Easter Sunday.

Those include:
• Our Lady of Victory Catho-

lic Church – Holy Thursday 
Mass, today, 7 p.m., bilingual;  
Good Friday, Stations of the 
Cross (Spanish), 2:30 p.m., 
(English) 7 p.m., followed 

If you will be traveling 
north on I-35 from Purcell in 
the coming days, allow more 
travel time to Norman or pick 
an alternate route.

I-35 
delays
Northbound lane 
closes at Goldsby

When searching for a new 
principal at Purcell Junior 

High School, 
the district’s 
school board 
didn’t have to 
look far.

Just next 
door at Pur-
c e l l  H i g h 
School, as it 
turns out.

At a special meeting on 
March 25, board members 
in a unanimous vote selected 
high school assistant principal 
Carol Testa for the post 

Testa in 
at PJHS
Board selects her 
as principal

Voters will turn out Tuesday 
to decide a handful of races 
in area school and municipal 
general elections.

Precinct polling places will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on election day.

In addition, early voting will 
open today (Thursday) and 
continue through Friday at 
the McClain County Election 

To the polls
School, city elections Tuesday

It’s time to nominate some-
one as Purcell’s Citizen of the 
Year for 2020.

Accompanying the nomi-
nee’s name must be a state-

ment why he or she deserves 
to be Citizen of the Year.

Nominations may be 
hand-delivered to The 
Purcell Register  at 225 

W. Main Street.  They 
may also be emailed to 

Nominations sought
Recipient will be recognized at the chamber banquet

If you graduated from 
Purcell High School, you 
are invited.

After all, “Once a Drag-
on, always a Dragon”  is 

more than idle talk.
Organizers announced 

All years welcome
Purcell Dragons All School Reunion

All  eggs don’t necessar-
ily go into one basket.

Consider this: there are at 
least five opportunities for 

Easter 
eggers
Pick your hunt, 
fill your basket

The Purcell Register 
will be closed Friday in 
observance of Good Friday.

Other closings will in-
clude city offices in Pur-
cell, Goldsby, Lexington, 
Washington and Wayne, as 

well as the McClain County 
Courthouse.

Purcell Public Schools 
students will have no 

Good Friday

The
Purcell Register

 • Photo provided

Making headway
After an.historic.beam.signing.at.noon.Tuesday,.the.construction.of.the.new.Purcell.Municipal.Hospital.seems.to.be.moving.
right.along.

Carol Testa

Happy Easter

Please see Easter, back page

Please see I-35, back page

Please see Friday, back page

Please see Gas, back page

Please see Vote, back page

Please see Testa, back pagePlease see Reunion, back page

Please see Eggs, back page

Please see CotY, back page
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49th Heart
The annual Heart 
of Oklahoma 
Basketball 
Tournament  
tips off.

All-District
Purcell football 
players honored.
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• Photo provided

Donations sought
Food and monetary.donations.are.needed.at.the.Lil’.Dragon.
Food.Pantry.after.the.supplies.were.depleted.during.Christmas.

The Lil’ Dragon Food Pan-
try is in need of your help.

Professionally managed by 
Pam and John Hobbs, the food 
ministry is one of the most 
important in town.

The pantry was completely 
depleted at Christmas and 
with the pandemic the usual 
food drives have not been 
held.

“We gave it all away at 
Christmas,” Pam Hobbs told 
The Purcell Register.

“We were able to fulfill all 
our obligations for students 
and the senior citizens and 

have been trying to rebuild 
since them.

“We have received some 
donations that have been quite 
helpful. We have received 
some money and some oat-
meal and peanut butter dona-
tions but we are very low,” 
Hobbs continued.

“We have been able to feed 
our kids this past week and 
will be able to next week.”

But after that the future 
is bleak if donations do not 

Step up to help 
food pantry
Lil’ Dragon ministry needing donations

Is Blackwell a lesson to be 
learned in Purcell?

In some ways, the 
cities of Blackwell and 
Purcell have a lot in 
common.

Voters in both towns 
passed penny sales taxes 
to support their local 
hospitals.

And measures to ex-
tend that support won 
by a large margin at 
the polls.

Now both are in the 
process of building new, 
leaner hospitals.

After February 9, the 
two communities may 
share another bond.

That’s when voters 
here will be asked to 
approve a 5 percent 
lodging tax.

Blackwell’s citizens 
in 2019 voted over-
whelmingly to raise the 
city’s hotel/motel tax 
from 6 to 8 percent.

Then mayor T.J . 
Greenfield told a town 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

The Oklahoma State Education 
Department recently released 
data showing how school 
districts will share nearly 
$600 million in federal 
COVID-19 relief funding.

The Oklahoma State 
School Boards Associa-
tion created a breakdown 
showing the new stimulus 
amount along with the previ-
ous CARES Act stimulus.

OSSBA said the CARES Act 

and their previous estimate used the 
2020 Title 1 allocations, which 

relies on 2018 poverty data.
The new stimulus uses 2021 

Title 1 allocations that rely on 
2019 poverty data.

Nationwide, the stimulus 
package set aside $54.3 bil-
lion for public elementary 

and secondary schools or 

New stimulus funding
How Oklahoma Schools will share in the federal relief

EvErything
kitchen sinkbut 

the
Thieves wipe out contents of Johnson Road Baptist Church

John.D..Montgomery.•.The.Purcell.Register

Scene of the crime
Not only.did.Johnson.Road.Baptist.
Church. lose. its. pastor. with. the.
death.last.week.of.Wayne.Brown.
but.Friday.a.thief.or.thieves.wiped.
out.most.all.of.the.possessions.of.
the.building.

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

On the heels of los-
ing their pastor Wayne 
Brown to COVID-19 last 
Tuesday, Johnson Road 
Baptist Church suffered 
another devastating loss 

sometime later in the 
week.

Purcell Police are in-
vestigating a disastrous 
burglary at the church on 
Interstate 35 and Johnson 
Road that occurred some-
time between January 13 

at 11 a.m. and January 15 
at 1:30 p.m.

CID Lt. Kevin Austin 
is among six officers who 
have been involved in the 
investigation.

Unfortunately, police 
have little to go on as far 

as cracking the case.
Austin said he wasn’t 

exactly sure how the 
suspec t  o r  suspec t s 
initially got into the 

McClain County Schools cARes Act Allocations new stimulus Allocations

Blanchard $201,137 $822,565

Dibble $109,963 $560,606

Newcastle $171,746 $817,864

Purcell $231,688 $905,777

Washington $56,169 $219,418

Wayne $105,288 $411,301

Cleveland County Schools cARes Act Allocations new stimulus Allocations

Lexington $188,330 $796,007

A
tale
two 
towns

of

Please see Pantry, back page

Please see Stimulus, back page

Please see Tale, back page

Please see Everything, back page

high school basketball

Tuesday Night Ticker

Boys

Girls
Purcell 52 .................................Washington 24

Purcell 40 .................................Washington 39
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Area bound
Coach Rocky 
Clarke’s girls are 
going to the Area 
Tournament.

Home 
Improvement
All your needs 
in our Special 
Section.

February 2020
A Special Supplement to

Taking Care
of Your Tools
Signs your tools may
need some TLC

Building a
Better Bathroom
What to expect during
a bathroom remodel

New Kitchen
on a Budget
Affordable features
to consider when
revamping your kitchen
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purcellregister@gmail.com
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Two McClain County 
seniors in the Class of 
2021 have been tabbed as 
recipients of the prestigious 
Academic All-State Award.

Lucy Wilson of Purcell 
High School and Evan Booth 
of Washington High School 
have been chosen as two 
of the top 100 public high 
school seniors.

The Oklahoma Founda-
tion for Excellence has 
announced the recipients 
in the top 100 that were se-
lected from 379 nominations 
statewide.

Both Wilson and Booth 
become the fifth Dragon and 
fifth Warrior to be selected 
since the program’s incep-
tion in 1987.

Previous Academic All-
Staters from Purcell include 
Meegan Moore in 1998, 
Rachel Renbarger in 2009, 

Shianne Andrews in 2016 
and Ashley Howard in 2018.

Previous All-Staters from 
Washington have been Mat-
thew Price in 1993, Garrett 
Street in 2001, Jacob Hart 
in 2003 and Raychel Kozik 
in 2013.

Wilson is a three-year 
recipient of the Letter P 
award, in the National Honor 

Society, Oklahoma Honor 
Society, Superintendent’s 
Honor Roll, Top 10 Percent, 
Governor’s Award for Sci-
ence and is on the Academic 
team.

She is vice president of 
both the Key Club and Na-
tional Honor Society, on the 
band leadership team and is 
drum line captain and pole 

vaults for the track team.
Wilson is the second 

captain of the academic 
team and an ambassador for 
the National 4-H Shooting 
Sports. She is a national 
qualifier in recurve archery 
and air rifle and she is a 
State Record Book finalist 
and winner. She is president 
of the McClain County 4-H 
and McClain County 4-H 
ambassador. She is president 
of the Purcell 4-H Club and 
vice president of the More 
Outdoor Adventure Club. 
She is also public relations 
officer for the rabbit club.

Booth is a National Merit 
Semifinalist and is a col-
lege board national rural 
and small town recognition 
program winner.

Among his other extracur-
ricular activities are National 

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Lucy Wilson Evan Booth

Unmasking?
Council: Not quite yet, resolution 
extended through month of June

COVID-19 numbers may be 
dropping, but don’t stop wear-
ing your mask anytime soon.

The Purcell City Coun-
cil unanimously approved 
a resolution extending the 
city’s mask 
ordinance 
th rough 
the cur-
rent fis-
cal year 
w h i c h 
ends June 
30.

The reso-
lution, which 
isn’t mandatory, 
asks “every visitor to 
the city and every resident of 
the city to wear a mask when 
social distancing is not feasible 
and, if indoors, regardless of 
social distancing.”

Mayor Ted Cox cited his 
research showing 28,554,665 
COVID-19 cases nationally 
since the pandemic began in 
March 2020 represents 8.65 
of the population.

However, Oklahoma’s in-
fection rate is 10.61 percent 
of the population and Purcell’s 
is a whopping 19.86 percent.

“I think we need to continue 
the resolution,” he said. “We 
can revisit it at any time.”

The council appointed three 
members to the new Lodging 
Tax Committee.

From the Parks and Rec-
reation Department, they 
selected John Blue.

Theda Engert will represent 
the council on the committee 
and Allen Eubanks will serve 
as citizen at-large.

City manager Dale Bunn 
will also have a seat on the 
committee.

Three members will be ap-
pointed by the Heart 

of Okla-
h o m a 
Chamber 
of Com-

merce.
Those in-

clude a hotel 
representative, 

a merchant and 
chamber director.

A tentative opening 
date for the new Purcell Mu-

nicipal Hospital is January 22.
The contractor reported to 

the council that the hospital 
will be “substantially com-
plete” by the end of 2021, but 
the additional days will  be time 
to complete any punch lists.

Even with weather delays 
caused by Winter Storm Uri, 
Bunn  said tree removal is on 
track.

The storm sewer is complete 
and rough grading has been 
finished along with the sewer 
up sizing.

Work on water lines is 30 
percent done, Bunn said, and 
there are two new rock check 
dams on site to control runoff.

Two change orders totaling 
$151,956.83 were approved 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Electric 
aftershocks
Customers brace for bills;  
utilities ponder plans to help

In the wake of Winter 
Storm Uri, anxiety abounds 
where upcoming utility bills 
are concerned.

But for Purcell residents, 
there is hope that anxiety will 
be allayed.

City manager Dale Bunn 
told the city council on 
Monday that the Oklahoma 
Municipal Power Authority’s 
finance committee is rec-
ommending to the board of 
directors to absorb the 133- to 
333-fold increase in natural 
gas prices during the storm.

Bunn chairs the finance 
committee.

The authority normally 

purchases natural gas to fuel 
electricity generation at a cost 
of $3 per million BTU.

During the storm, however, 
that price soared as high as 
$1,000 per million BTU. 
The authority was able to 
purchase some natural gas 
for $400 per million BTU.

OMPA is out some $60 mil-
lion in increased fuel costs.

Instead of placing that bur-
den on consumers, the plan 
is to refinance the authority’s 
existing loans and extend the 
time to pay those off.

Bunn, who serves as the 
board’s treasurer, said Tues-

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Editor’s note: The Purcell 
Register continues its feature in 
which civic leaders and others 
will answer five questions. The 
following were answered by 
Purcell Fire Chief Greg Cypert. 

Q: How did you get into 
firefighting?

A: Firefighting is a tradition 
in my family. My Dad was a 
volunteer at Purcell FD and 
later, a career firefighter in Nor-
man. I knew before I graduated 
high school that I wanted to be a 

5 questions 
with Greg 
Cypert

Greg Cypert

• Photo by Elisabeth Baker

Grand Champion Gilt
Tucker Bloodworth.(center).with.his.Grand.Champion.Gilt.that.was.purchased.by.Grady.
Andrews.(left).and.Kevin.Andrews.(right).of.Allen.Farms.at.the.Purcell.Bonus.Auction.

Lucy Wilson of Purcell High School and Evan Booth of 
Washington High School

2Academic 
All-State

County Seniors 

Please see All-State, back pagePlease see Masks, back page

Please see Cypert, back pagePlease see Power, back page
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Tournaments 
abound
Area softball and 
baseball teams are 
in tournaments all 
around the state.

Management 
change
SSM Health 
will take over 
managing PMH 
July 1.

Winner’s Bracket

Loser’s Bracket

L26 if first loss

Game 27

Cache

Sulphur

Purcell

Davis

Newcastle

Washington

Blanchard

Mangum

Valliant

Silo

Latta

Hobart

Game 23 - Hs
Friday, 12:30 p.m.

Game 26 - Hs
Friday, 6:45 p.m.

Game 17 - Hs
Friday, 11:15 a.m.

Game 18 - Hs
Friday, 10:00 a.m.

Game 2 - Hs
Thursday, 11:15 a.m.

Game 4 - Hs
Thursday, 12:30 p.m.

Game 1 - Hs
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.

Game 3 - Hs
Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Game 7 - Hs
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.

Game 6 - LL
Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Game 5 - LL
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.

Game 8 - Hs
Thursday, 4:15 p.m.

L12

L23

Game 24 - Hs
Friday, 4:15 p.m.

Game 25 - Hs
Friday, 5:30 p.m.

Game 13 - LL
Friday, 10:00 a.m.

Game 14 - LL
Friday, 10:00 a.m.

Game 15 - LL
Friday, 11:15 a.m.

Game 12 - Hs
Thursday, 6:45 p.m.

Game 9 - Hs
Thursday, 8:00 p.m.

Game 10 - LL
Thursday, 4:15 p.m.

Game 11 - Hs
Thursday, 5:30 p.m.

Game 16 - LL
Friday, 11:15 a.m.

Game 19 - Hs
Friday, 1:45 p.m.

Game 20 - LL
Friday, 1:45 p.m.

L18

Game 21 - Hs
Friday, 3:00 p.m.

L17

Game 22 - LL
Friday, 3:00 p.m.

L11

L10

L9
L8

L5

L6

L7
L2

L3

L4

L1

Washington Invitational Tournament
april 8-9, 2021

The
Purcell Register
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Utility woes
Broken main leaves north Purcell high and dry

Utility company work-
ers broke a water main 
serving north Purcell about 
10 a.m. Tuesday.

City manager Dale Bunn 
said the crew was install-
ing a new 12-inch water 
main on North 9th Avenue 
when they broke the exist-

ing main at Woodbrook 
Drive.

The break left much 
of north Purcell without 
water throughout the day.

Bunn said repairing the 
break and restoring water 
service is the responsibil-
ity of the utility company.

“We’re watching them,” 
Bunn said.

The city’s water de-
partment superintendent 
Michael Minor estimated 
it would be 5 p.m. before 
water service would be re-
stored to the affected areas.

Included in the outage 
a r e a  w e r e  P u r c e l l 
Municipal Hospital and 
Purcell Schools.

Bunn said the new, larger 

water main will serve the 
new hospital under con-
struction between Zeck 
Ford and Sunray Baptist 
Church.

The same utility com-
pany caused a water outage 
a month ago when workers 
hit a line on 9th Avenue 
near Grant Street, Bunn 
said.

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Break in the line
A utility.company.installing.a.new.12-inch.water.main.along.9th.Avenue.north.of.the.new.hospital.cut.the.existing.
water.main.around.10.a.m..Tuesday..The.broken.main.left.most.of.north.Purcell.without.water.for.most.of.the.day.

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Accidents happen.
Sometimes for a reason 

and sometimes life changing.
And sometimes for the 

good.
Take Amy and Mike Tolle, 

longtime funeral directors 
and since January 2020, sole 
owners of Wilson-Little Fu-
neral Homes in Purcell and 
Newcastle.

They were living in Weath-
erford and attending South-
western Oklahoma State 
University.

It was just chance, really, 
that Amy happened to pick 
up a week-old newspaper 
that day she went to pay 
their rent.

A help wanted ad caught 
her attention. The job came 
with a residence. Rent-free.

She showed it to Mike who 
agreed it sounded like a good 
deal. He thought the job was 
something like managing an 
apartment complex.

Definitely better than 
nights operating a fork lift at 
his current job and attending 
classes in the day.

Well, Amy made the call 
and the next Mike knew, she 
called him and told him to 
get a haircut.

“We have a job interview 
in Clinton,” she said.

And then she dropped the 
bombshell. The ad was from 
a funeral home.

“I am not going to a funeral 
home,” Mike insisted.

But they went.
“The man (Troy Lee) was 

intense,” Mike recalled.
After an interview lasting 

3-1/2 hours, Lee hired the 
Tolles.

And just like that their lives 
changed forever.

 Mike, who took psychol-
ogy classes and wanted to 
be a football coach, was an 
apprentice in a funeral home. 
Amy worked in the office 
and helped with evening 

Please see Neighbor, back page

Mike & Amy Tolle

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

What’s in 
a name?
Council grapples 
with naming 
airport office for 
Fishburn

On its face, the agenda item 
before Purcell’s city council 
on Monday seemed simple.

Name the 
new office 
building at 
the city air-
port for the 
late Ron Fish-
burn.

B u t  i t 
turned into a 
major stum-

bling block when mayor Ted 
Cox said the city needs a writ-
ten policy on naming public 
property.

Fishburn, who died in 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Jamie Rose Bolin

Horrific murder 
occurred 15 years 
ago next week

Kevin Ray Underwood had a plan 
in his depraved mind that fateful 
spring day.

It was April 12, 2006, and Under-
wood, 26, was poised to carry out a 
fantasy of sexual assault, murder and 
cannibalism.

The victim, officials would later 
explain, was going to be the first 
person to walk past Underwood’s 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Oklahoma Attorney General 
Mike Hunter has filed a mo-
tion requesting the Oklahoma 
Court of Criminal Appeals to 
rehear the state’s case against 
Shaun Bosse, a non-Indian who 
murdered a Chickasaw family.

The court recently ruled the 
state did not have jurisdiction 

A new 
motion in 
Bosse case
AG Hunter wants 
court’s new trial 
order scrapped

Editor’s note: The Purcell Register continues its 
feature in which civic leaders and others answer 
five questions. The following were answered by 
District 2 Commissioner Wilson Lyles.

Q: What is something most people don’t 
know about you?

A: I have been happily married for 31 years to 
Andrea Dee Ann. We have one son, Blake, and 
our daughter-in-law, Vanessa

They have brought us much joy with grand-
daughters Reagan, 4, and Rozlyn, 2, with a grand-
son due in May.

In my off time, I enjoy working around “The 
Place.”

Q: How would you describe your management 

Five questions with Wilson Lyles
The driver of a pickup that 

twice crossed the center line 
before crashing head-on into 
another vehicle died March 
31 at OU Health University 
of Oklahoma Medical Center.

Bruce A. Underwood, 47, of 

Driver 
dies
Head-on 
accident near 
Slaughterville

The latest COVID-19 
numbers from the Oklahoma 
Department of Health has 
Blanchard with  the highest 
number of cases in McClain 

County at 2,187.
Purcell has 1,434 cases 

By the numbers
Virus in McClain, Cleveland Counties

Wilson Lyles

Jamie 
RosekillingThe of

apartment that day.
Her name was Jamie Rose Bolin 

and she was just 10 years old.  She 
was in the fifth grade at Purcell In-
termediate School.

Jamie Rose lived with her father, 
Curtis Bolin, in an  apartment across 
the breezeway from Underwood’s 
downstairs unit.

Underwood lured Jamie Rose into 
his apartment to see his pet rat, Freya, 
and to watch a SpongeBob cartoon 
video.

Once she was inside, he battered her 
skull and back with a wooden cutting 

Ron Fishburn

Please see Jamie Rose, back page

Please see Fishburn, back page

Please see Bosse, back page

Please see Fatality, page 3A

Please see Numbers, back page

Please see Lyles, page 3A
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The virus 
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Purcell Superintendent Dr. 
Sheli McAdoo has announced 
Purcell Elementary School 
will move to the A/B schedule 
starting today (Thursday).

Students whose last name 
begins with the letter A 
through L will attend class 
on Thursday, Monday and 
Tuesday. They will have their 
Valentine’s Day party Febru-
ary 9.

Students whose last name 
begins with the letter M 
through Z will attend class on 

Friday, February 5 and Febru-
ary 11 and 12. They will have 
their Valentine’s Day party 
February 12.

There will be no one in the 
buildings on Wednesday for 
deep cleaning and teacher 
planning. All students will be 
on  Distance Learning.

Each building administrator 
will be reaching out to parents 
with further information and 

Purcell 
Elementary 

to A/B
Scheduling runs through February 12

Count 
down 
looming 
for vote
Room tax on 
Tuesday’s ballot

By this time next week, 
Purcell will – or won’t – of-
ficially have a lodging tax on 
the books.

Early voting on the city’s 
proposed five percent room 
tax on travelers who spend 
the night here opens at 8 a.m. 
today (Thursday) at the Mc-
Clain County Election Board.

The early voting hours are 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. today and 
Friday.

The election will be Tues-
day and polls will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

If approved by voters, the 
lodging tax will go into effect 
July 1.

Lodging taxes are nothing 
new. They are the norm for 
most municipalities along 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Stolen 
property 
discovered
Johnson road church one of several in area burglarized

Purcell Detective Lt. 
Kevin Austin developed 
a person of interest in 
the Johnson Road Baptist 
Church burglary and of-
ficials believe they are 
close to cracking the case.

Purcell Police had been 

actively investigating the 
burglary that occurred at 
the church around Janu-
ary 15.

A search warrant was 
executed at a residence 
in southwest Oklahoma 
City Thursday where de-

tectives uncovered a large 
amount of stolen prop-
erty from other churches 
around the metro.

Purcell detectives were 

• Photo provided

Detectives on scene
Investigators from.Purcell,.Norman.and.Oklahoma.City.descended.on.this.residence.
in.southwest.Oklahoma.City.where.stolen.property.from.several.metro.churches.was.
discovered.last.Thursday.

Happy trails for Purcell
City hires Guernsey for Lake Trails Phase II

Purcell City Council 
members got their first look 
at plans for more walking 
trails at Purcell Lake during 
Monday’s meeting.

Danny Powell, an en-
gineer with Guernsey 

Engineers, Architects and 
Consultants, said Phase II 
of the Lake Trails Project 
will consist of a 10-foot-
wide asphalt path that 
will cross a pre-fabricated 
bridge over the  spillway 
and continue across the 
dam.

Total length will be 0.7 
mile.

In addition to the pre-fab-
ricated bridge, the project 
will include benches, litter 
receptacles, signage and 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Recovery 
in progress
Hope Center 
alum Niki Harper 
credits God

For half her life, Niki Harper 
battled drugs and demons.

No more.
In December, Harper com-

pleted a year-long recovery at 
the Hope Center.

She was the second woman 
to graduate from the center and 
the first from Purcell.

She’s not the same woman 
today that she was when she 
moved into the newly opened 
Hope Center that day in 2019.

“Oh, wow, there’s so much 
difference in my life,” Harper 
said Monday. “The Hope 
Center changed my life tre-
mendously.”

It’s a familiar story these 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Editor’s note: The Pur-
cell Register has a feature 
in which civic leaders and 
others will answer five ques-
tions. The following were 
answered by Mike Eubank, 
Mid-America Technology 
Center superintendent.

Q: Is there anything about 
your job you would change?

5 questions with
Mike Eubank

Mike Eubank

Monday 
2/8

Tuesday 
2/9

Wednesday 
2/10

Thursday 
2/11

Friday 
2/12

Group A
At School

Last 
names 

A-L

Group A
At School

Last 
names 

A-L
Valentine’s 

Day

Deep 
Clean and 
Teacher 
planning

All 
STuDenTS

Distance 
Learning

Group A
Distance 
Learning

Last 
names 

A-L

Group A
Distance 
Learning

Last 
names 

A-L

Group B
Distance 
Learning

Last 
names 

M-Z

Group B
Distance 
Learning

Last 
names 

M-Z

Deep 
Clean and 
Teacher 
planning

All 
STuDenTS

Distance 
Learning

Group B
At School

Last 
names 

M-Z

Group B
At School

Last 
names 

M-Z
Valentine’s 

Day

February 8-12 Schedule
Alternating A/B Schedule

A: Yes, I wish every junior 
and senior from each of our 18 
sending schools had a real op-
portunity to enroll in MATC.  
It breaks my heart when I read 
the stories in the paper about 
high school seniors who plan 
to go into engineering, health 
care, animal science, or some 
other area we offer, who did 
not have the opportunity to get 
one or two years of tuition-
free education and a skill to 
help pay for their next step 
in life. This isn’t your mom’s 
“vo-tech.” If you haven’t seen 
what we do, please come 
down. I will give you a tour. 

Q: How would you de-
scribe your management 
style?

A: According to Google, I 
am a “Delegating Leader.” I 
have surrounded myself with 

Please see A/B, back page

Please see Vote, back page

Please see Eubank, back page Please see Recovery, back pagePlease see Trails, back page

Please see Johnson, back page
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Reaching from the sky
A tornado.touches.down.near.a.distant.
farm.on.what.was.a.sunny.day.before.
a.storm.front’s.arrival.

When storm clouds gather
Stay weather-aware and safe during tornado season

No 
jurisdiction
Appeals court 
tosses Bosse 
convictions

A March 11 decision by the 
Oklahoma Court of Criminal 
Appeals  reverses the district 
court guilty verdict and death 
sentence for mass murderer 
Shaun Bosse.

That decision will not take 
effect for 20 days, the court 
also ruled.

A McClain County jury con-
victed Bosse, 38, in late 2012 
in the heinous 2010 slayings 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Be ready for new 
dialing procedure

1 2 3
4 5 6
7 8

0
9

Editor’s note: The Purcell 
Register continues a feature in 
which civic leaders and oth-
ers will answer five questions. 
The following were answered 
by Dr. Sheli McAdoo, Purcell 
school superintendent.

Q: What is the best part of 
being superintendent?

A: There are so many great 
things about being a super-
intendent! The best part is 
working as a part of a dedicated 
team of people that includes 
parents, students, stakehold-
ers, teachers,administrators 
and support staff. It is amaz-
ing to see what people can 
accomplish when they have 
a common goal of helping 
children succeed in all aspects 
of their educational career. I 
love that I can help facilitate 
these types of experiences for 
great outcomes for students.

Q: How would you de-
scribe your management 
style/philosophy?

A: I have been so fortunate in 
my life and career to have great 
mentors that were examples of 
servant leaders and masterful 
collaborators. I believe that we 
are always better as a team and 
a collective effort will yield 
a greater return than any one 

5 questions 
with
Dr. Sheli 
McAdoo

Dr. Sheli McAdoo

Born to 
teach
Victim impact 
panel a new 
classroom for 
Shelby Fulks

You might say Shelby Fulks 
was born to teach.

Her public school tenure has 
included assignments from el-
ementary through high school 
for several districts over the 
course of 20-plus years.

Currently, the Slaughterville 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Shelby Fulks
Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Going vertical
A crew was.busy.Tuesday.erecting.the.first.vertical.structure.at.the.new.Purcell.Municipal.Hospital..

A Purcell motorist died 
Friday after suffering compli-
cations from serious injuries 
received in a collision with a 
semi east of Chickasha.

Gregory Bay, 53, sustained 

Fatal 
injuries
Purcell motorist 
dies day after wreck

The
Purcell Register

Spring. officially. begins. Sat-
urday. and. here. in. Oklahoma.
that.means.more.than.trees.and.
flowers.will.be.awakening.from.
their.long.winter.nap.
Spring. also. ushers. in. the.

state’s.season.for.severe.storms.
and.the.tornadoes.they.spawn.
It. pays. to. educate. oneself.

and. never. take. tornadoes. for.
granted.
In.Purcell,.that.includes.heed-

ing.a.reminder.that.the.city.has.

no.public.storm.shelters.
Even.lifelong.residents.of.the.

state.can.benefit.from.a.seasonal.
refresher.course.like.the.follow-
ing.information.published.by.the.
National.Weather.Service:
What.is.a.tornado?.NWS.de-

fines. it. as. “a.violently. rotating.
column.of.air.that.is.in.contact.
with.the.ground.”
Wind. speeds. in. a. tornado.

range. from. 65. to. 318. mph..
That. high. end. is. the. greatest.
wind.speed.ever.recorded.and.
it.occurred.right.here.in.central.

Oklahoma.on.May.3,1999.
Circulation. that. doesn’t.

reach.the.ground.is.defined.
as. a. funnel. cloud.. Even.
though. not. technically. a.
tornado,. funnel. clouds. are.
capable.of.inflicting.damage.
to.structures.
Remember,. the. NWS. ad-

vises,.“your.safety.depends.on.
being.constantly.aware.of.the.
possibility.of.severe.weather.”

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Please.see.Storms,.back.page

.•.Image.courtesy.of.National.Weather.Service

Please see Fulks, back page

Please see Fatality, back page Please see Bosse, back page
Please see 572, 

back page Please see McAdoo, back page

All customers served 
by the 405 area code 
should prepare for the 
start of 10-digit dialing 
and the introduction of 
the new 572 area code. 
The 572 area code 
will be added as an 
overlay to the 405 
region. 

An overlay is the ad-
dition of another area 
code — 572 — to the 
same geographic region 
served by an existing area 
code (405).

The OCC ordered 
an area code over-
lay for the 405 Area 
Code Jan. 8, 2020.  
An overlay does not 

require customers to change their 
existing area code but does require 
customers to dial the area code to 
complete local calls. 

Beginning April 24, all local 
calls made within the Okla-
homa 405 area code must be 
placed using 10 digits — the 
area code plus the 7-digit tel-
ephone number. 

Beginning May 24, new tel-
ephone lines or services may be 

assigned numbers using the 
new 572 area code.

The key facts for con-
sumers to know about the 
upcoming 405/572 area 

On the afternoon of 
September 11, 2020, 
McClain County Depu-
ties responded to a report 
of a disturbance within 
the McClain County 
Detention Center.

Upon arrival deputies 

discovered several in-
mates within one of the 
housing pods actively 
acting in a violent and 
destructive manner.  

Responding deputies 
also discovered damage 
to several aspects of the 

facility’s infrastructure 
including damage to 
the security camera sys-
tem, damage to facility 
plumbing fixtures and 

Charges filed after disturbance at McClain County Detention Center

VickreyMize Miller SmithPlease see Charges, page 8A
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Athletes 
honored
Washington reaps 
several postseason 
honors for athletes.

Guardian 
Awards
Photos of the 
four City of 
Purcell Guardian 
winners.
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With a driving rainstorm 
pummelling the outside of 
Southwind Hills in Goldsby 
last Thursday night, inside 
the Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce was 
honoring top area citizens 
for their community service 
and professional achieve-
ments.

Harold Harvell was hon-
ored as the Goldsby Citizen 
of the Year by Mayor Glenn 
Berglan.

Named as co-Citizens of 
the Year for Purcell were the 
husband and wife team of 
Jason and Melissa Pruitt for 
their civic work fund-raising 
for the Lil Dragon Food 
Pantry and behind the scenes 
support of athletic teams and 
their work at church.

As has been the case 
for the past few years, the 
City of Purcell named the 

Top citizens honored
Chamber banquet held at Southwind Hills in Goldsby

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

• Elisabeth Baker

Goldsby Citizen of the Year
Harold Harvell.(left).was.honored.as.Goldsby.Citizen.of.the.
Year.Thursday.night.at.the.Heart.of.Oklahoma.Chamber.of.
Commerce.Banquet..Pictured.with.Harvell.is.Goldsby.Mayor.
Glenn.Berglan.

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Purcell Citizens of the Year
Jason and Melissa Pruitt. were. awarded. as. Co-Purcell.
Citizens.of.the.Year.Thursday.night.at.the.Heart.of.Oklahoma.
Chamber.of.Commerce.Banquet..They.were.honored.for.their.
work.with.the.Tacky.Sweater.5K.and.Fun.Run,.Lil’.Dragons.
Food.Pantry.and.a.host.of.other.civic.and.church.activities..
Pictured.with.the.Pruitts.is.Purcell Register.publisher.John.
D..Montgomery.

Still no 
normalcy
Summer  
school takes  
on new look

Little about the 2020-21 
school year was normal. And 
neither is summer school 2021.

An estimated 150 to 175 
students will participate in 
the summer session at Purcell 
Public Schools.

Superintendent Dr. Sheli 
McAdoo said the district is 
offering classes from kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

The emphasis for elemen-
tary students will be reading 
skills while credit recovery 
and remediation will be the 
focus at the secondary level.

In addition, the curriculum 
will include an ACT prep 
class for high school students, 
McAdoo said.

Chris Reynolds, superinten-
dent at Washington, said the 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Walk it out
Trail Day event at Purcell Lake

The City of Purcell Parks 
& Recreation Department 
will join the Heart of 
Oklahoma Chamber of 
Commerce in hosting Sat-
urday’s  Walk the Trail Day 
at Purcell Lake.

“We are joining the 
American Hiking Society 
in celebrating National 
Trails Day,” said John 
Blue, parks and recreation 
director. “Spend the day 
enjoying Phase 1 of the 
Lake Trail with fun and 
games and food.”

And best of all - the event 

is free to the public.
Walk the Trail will begin 

at 10:30 a.m. and end at 
1:30 p.m.

Blue said businesses and 
organizations will have  
booths along the mile-long 
lake trail.

Free games and activi-
ties will be offered at each 
booth.

Games maps will be 
available at the trailhead 
at Chandler Pavilion.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Injury accident
Purcell Police,.Fire.and.Wadley’s.EMS.responded.to.a.one-vehicle.accident.on.SH.74.just.north.of.180th.last.Friday.just.after.
2.p.m..Anita.Gale.Brown,.56.of.Elmore.City.was.transported.to.OU.Medical.Center.where.she.was.admitted.and.remained.
in.the.hospital.early.this.week.suffering.from.internal.injuries,.according.to.family.members..She.was.driving.a.2010.Hyundi.
when.the.vehicle.left.the.roadway.and.struck.a.tree..Firefighters.Tanner.Bell.and.Capt..Kraig.Edelman.inspected.the.damage.

Editor’s note: Answer-
ing  The Purcell Register’s 
five questions this week is 
Than Maynard, broker with 
Coldwell Banker Heart of 
Oklahoma Real Estate.

Q: Why real estate?
A: I grew up in real estate. 

My mother started selling 
real estate around 1976, so 
I was exposed to it most of 
my life. I got licensed in 1989 
and sold real estate during 

5 questions with
Than Maynard

Than Maynard

The U.S. Supreme Court 
signaled it may be willing to 
restrict the scope of its 2020 
ruling in McGirt vs. Oklahoma 
in a decision announced on 
May 26.

Justices ruled Oklahoma 
will retain custody of Shaun 
Bosse, who was sentenced to 
die for the 2010 murders of a 
Dibble woman and her two 
young children.

Kat r ina  Gr i ff in ,  24 ; 

Bosse update
Killer to remain on state’s death row

Shaun Bosse

Wet Memorial Day
Monday’s all day rain 

turned into drizzle on Tues-
day morning leaving 1.85” 
in the rain bucket.

That brings the unofficial 
year-to-date total in Purcell 
to 17.80”.

Oklahoma City has re-
corded 12.58” at Will Roger 
World Airport.

The normal year-to-date 

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Coming down
The old.Lexington.Elementary.School.building,.which.has.not.
been.utilized.for.several.years,.was.demolished.last.Wednesday.
to.open.up.space.on.campus.for.future.projects..Superintendent.
Chad.Hall.reported.Cleveland.County.District.3.was.coordinating.
the.project..“We.appreciate.Commissioner.Harold.Haralson,”.
Hall.said..M&M.Wrecking.also.worked.on.the.project.

Please see Banquet, page 2APlease see School, back page

Please see Maynard, back page Please see Trail, back page

Please see Bosse, page 3A

Please see Rain, page 3A
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Washington news
Washington Senior Center
Menus may change at the 

discretion of the cook.
Lunch is served at the Wash-

ington Senior Center at 11:30 
a.m. to 12 noon Monday 
through Friday for senior citi-
zens in the community. Come 
on down and enjoy lunch and 
time with friends.

Age 60 and over and any age 
with a disability is a $2 dona-
tion, under 60 meal charge is $5.

Menu for December 30-Janu-
ary 7:

Thursday, December 30—
Lasagna, green beans, garlic 
beans, rice krispy treats.

Friday, December 31—
Closed for New Year.

Monday, January 3—Cook’s 
choice.

Tuesday, January 4—Chick-
en salad, cheesy potato soup, 
cherry crisp.

Wednesday, January 5—Beef 
enchiladas, Spanish rice, tortilla 
chips, salsa, queso, butterscotch 
pudding.

Thursday, January 6—White 
bean chili, cornbread, cookies.

Friday, January 7—Meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, 
hot rolls, pineapple upside 
down cake.

Friday Music Jam starts at 
10 a.m.

All meals are served with a 
beverage, dessert and salad bar.

Washington Public Schools 
Calendar

December 30—HS Boys 
Basketball, Scrimmage at Okla-
homa Christian, 10 a.m.

December 31—HS Boys 
Basketball, Scrimmage home 
vs. Blanchard, 10 p.m.

January 3—JH Basketball, 
vs. Purcell, Girls Home, Boys 
Away, 5 p.m.

January 6—JH Basketball vs. 

Lexington, Girls Home, Boys 
Away, 5 p.m.; HS Basketball at 
Konawa Tournament.

January 7—HS Basketball at 
Konawa Tournament.

January 8—HS Basketball at 
Konawa Tournament.

January 10—9th grade 
girls and boys basketball vs. 
Blanchard, home, 5 p.m.

January 11—HS Basketball 
at Pauls Valley, 4:30/6:30 p.m.

January 13—JV/V basketball 
vs, Lexington, 4:30/6:30 p.m.; 
JH Basketball vs. Davis, Girls 
Home McAlister gym, 4:30 
p.m., Boys Away, 5 p.m.

Dale K. Graham Veterans 
Foundation

I hope that each of you had a 
Merry Christmas this year and 
were able to spend time with 
family and friends. All of us at 
our Veterans Foundation wish 
everyone a Happy New Year.  

One of the things we have not 
written about in quite a while 
is what local American Legion 

and Veterans of Foreign Wars do 
for our communities. I want to 
commend the men and women 
who give their time and energy 
to support our local veterans and 
their families.

One of their projects in our 
town of Washington is placing 
the American flags on veteran 
graves at our local cemetery. 
Some posts have Honor Guards 
that provide their services 
at Veterans Funerals. Those 
organizations sponsor many 
programs. Each of them has 
a website that describes what 
programs they have.

Today, many local organiza-
tions have lost key members 
due to their ages. While talking 
to the American legion Com-
mander in the Town of Wash-
ington, he said he would like to 
increase the number of active 
members to their post which 
would enable the Legion to be 
more involved in community 
activities.

AngieSteele
Washington Correspondent

• Photo provided

Surprise visitor
Some lucky middle students had a very special guest, University of Oklahoma football player, 
Jeremiah Hall. Students in one of Mrs. Blackburn’s sixth-grade classes were surprised to receive 
a pizza delivery by the college athlete.

• Photo provided

DKGVF recognition
Volunteers, founders and their families were recognized at the annual Dale K. Graham Veterans 
Foundation Christmas party. The DKGVF Family is compromised of the most dedicated and 
servant-hearted people who work tirelessly to serve the Veteran community. Pictured are Dale 
K. Graham, Rhonda Reynolds and Jon Foti.

• Photo by Michelle Bates

Pitch that  
Trash event
Washington’s High School 
Baseball team spent Monday 
afternoon hosting at the Pitch 
that Trash Event in Washington.  
The Free Trash Disposal 
Event was sponsored by the 
Washington Fire Department 
and Black Jack Rolloffs. 
Cash donations benefited 
Washington Baseball. 

I would like to see all our 
veteran organizations be more 
engaged in local communities.

Our volunteers work very 
hard to process the many veter-
ans and surviving spouse appli-
cations for benefits. I encourage 
all veterans and their families 
to consider being a part of what 
we do for the men and women 
who have served in the military.

We have training weekly that 
can either be in person or digital 
on your computer or tablet. With 
our new computer programs, 
volunteers can work from home 
or at our Foundation. Many 
veterans in our community 
need our help to navigate the 
VA claims process.

As always, we need more 
volunteers to help us to make 
a difference in the lives of vet-
erans and their families. Please 
consider being a volunteer to 
enable us to change the lives of 
the men and women who have 
served in our armed forces.

Every week we receive calls 
from veterans or surviving 
spouses who want to file a claim 
for benefits. My answer to all 
of them is if you don’t have an 
open claim, call VA at 1-800-
827-1000 to ask them to start a 
claim for you. Doing this will 
give the veteran a start date of 
the following month and give 
them one year from that date 
to file the VA application for 
benefits.

Beginning an open claim 
means that if the veteran made 
that call in December 2021 and 
it took them six months to gather 
evidence and file their claim, 
benefits would begin Feb. 1, 
2022, if their application for 
benefits was approved. 

With so many of our veterans 
dying from COVID and the 
different variants, we see an 
increased number of surviving 
spouses applying for VA ben-
efits. I encourage all spouses to 
know for what their veteran is 
service-connected.

If the service-connected dis-
ability is listed on their death 
certificate as their cause of death 
or is listed under the contribut-
ing condition section. In that 
case, the spouse should be able 
to receive VA DIC compensa-
tion ranging from $1,200 to 
$1,600 per month.

To donate to our Founda-
tion, you can do so online at 
dalekgrahamveteransfounda-
tion.org or mail a check to Dale 
K. Graham Veterans Founda-
tion, 1268 N. Interstate Drive, 
Norman, OK, 73072. 

Dale K. Graham,
Accredited Claims Agent

Dale K. Graham
Veterans Foundation  

Washington Correspon-
dent Contact Information

I would love to share your 
personal or community news 
with our readers.

My contact information is 
angiesteele73@gmail.com or 
405-413-2471 if you have any 
news to share, story ideas, or if 
you have someone you would 
like to see a feature article about. 
Send me birthday, anniversary, 
or personal news you would like 
to share with our community.  

Angie Steele

From page 5A

Review: 

JUNE
Jason and Melissa Pruitt 

were named Co-Purcell Citi-
zens of the Year at the Heart of 
Oklahoma Chamber of Com-
merce banquet at Southwind 
Hills in Goldsby.

Harold Harvell was tabbed 
as the Goldsby Citizen of the 
Year.

Between 150 and 175 stu-
dents were in summer school 
at Purcell.

Michelle Hall won the Vision 
Guardian award while Dorothy 
Kennedy was chosen for the 
Gateway Guardian honor.

Gale Wilson took the Vision 
Guardian Award and Sheehy 
Signs won the Cornerstone 
Guardian Award.

Jack Frank Tracy of Noble 
died May 24.

Larry Richard Bebout, 69 of 
Purcell died May 25.

Florene Wyatt Lobaugh, 
106, of Noble died May 24.

Yvonne Lucille (Bergen) 
Manning, 86, of Washington 
died May 18.

Corporate donation winners 
for the Freedom run were 
Alexys Swain, Aubrey Swain, 
Ethan Heck and Michael Little.

Intermediate School per-
sonal donation winners for the 
Freedom Fun Run were Tristan 
Miller, Emilie Howsley and 
Jack Montgomery.

Fourth grade lap winners at 
Purcell Intermediate School 
were Ava Midkiff, Alison 
Brady, Noel Chavez, Cru 
Venegas, Angel Cordona and 
Kadon Kitchkommie.

Fifth grade lap winners at 
the Freedom Fun Run were 
Tripp Eck, Brecken Burson 
and Taygan Winters.

Third grade lap winners 
were Chance Midkiff, Haze 
Baker, Klaire Wilhoit, Brielle 
Gardner, Spencer Stone and 
Jack Montgomery.

The old Lexington Elemen-
tary School was razed.

Washington’s Kelton Schul-
tz, Austin Smith and Lucas 
Steele were tabbed to compete 
in the OSSAA All-State Foot-
ball game at OBU.

Wayne’s Allie Walck served 
as an Oklahoma State Senate 
Page.

There was a huge turnout 
at the Purcell City Lake for 
Trail Day.

Purcell’s Knights of Colum-
bus were having their annual 
Beast Feast.

Washington’s Fire Depart-
ment was holding its Annual 
Cornhole Tournament and fish 
fry.

Cole Sharp was hosting his 
annual baseball camp.

The annual Joe Thurston 
two-man golf tournament was 
held.

Pauls Valley Opry was get-
ting back to having regular 
shows.

For the seventh time in the 
last 10 years The Purcell 
Register won the Oklahoma 
Press Association’s Sequoyah 
Award as the top large weekly 
in the state.

Kim Croslin resigned from 
the Purcell Board of Education.

Lucy Wilson of Purcell, 
Evan Boothe of Washginton 
and Ty Wilmont of Maysville 
were all named Oklahoma 
Academic All-State.

Rachel Beason of Lexington 
won a scholarship from the 
Oklahoma Oil and Natural Gas 
company.

Lexington wrestlers McK-
enzie Collins, Cilee Turner, 
Elexa Collins and Izzy Pack 
got to meet OSU Wrestling 
Coach John Smith.

Pauls Valley was hosting the 
21st annual Okie Noodling 
Tournament.

Donny Joe Roberts, 61, of 
Purcell died June 13.

Ann Cowan, 75, of Oklaho-
ma City and formerly Purcell, 
75, died June 12.

Ruby Whatley, 97, of Purcell 
died June 12.

Marcia Lynn Underwood, 
50, of Lawton, died June 6.

Jimmy Criswell, 75, of Pur-
cell died June 13.

Lois Gray, 73, of Purcell 
died June 8.

Barbara Williams, 65, of 
Maysville died June 8.

A memorial golf tournament 
was held in the name of Tom 
Tom McCurdy.

Oklahoma Congressmen 
Tom Cole, Frank Lucas, Jim 
Inhofe, James Lankford ap-
plauded OU being named the 
host of the new Severe Weather 
Research Institute.

The 2021 Class of MATC 
Pratical Nursing students 
graduated.

Tom Cole was hosting a 
telephone town hall meeting.

Phil Hightower, 61, of Pur-
cell died June 19.

Lloyd Nolan “Jimmy” Start, 
80, of Purcell died June 13.

Jerry Warner Selfridge, 82, 
of Purcell died June 18.

Dale Leon Knapp, 71, of 
McAlester died June 15.

Seth  Wadley donated 
$200,000 to Rob’s Ranch to 
build a new residential dor-
mitory.

Washington Cheerleaders 
were raising funds to perform 
at the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade.

JULY
A mother-son team, Chance 

Alan Wilson, 36, of McAlester 
and Deanna Danette Wilson, 
55, of Wayne, were facing 
drug distribution and money 
laundering charges.

Erica Keen was settling in 
as the Purcell Vo-Ag teacher.

Bible Schools were under-
way at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church and Our Lady of Vic-
tory Catholic Church.

Amadel (Duffy) Wallace, 99, 
of Purcell died June 24.

Rex Murray, 83, of Pauls 
Valley, died June 25.

Bradley Adam Hellams, 36, 
of Norman died June 18.

Norma Smith, 90, of Wayne 
died June 23.

Washington Band Boosters 
were selling fireworks.

The Purcell Astros 10U team 
was the Washita Canadian Val-
ley post-season tournament 
champion.

Debbie Tims received her 
past president’s plaque for her 
service to Rotary. Elisabeth 
Baker made the presentation.

Purcell Register Co-Pub-
lisher John Denny Montgom-
ery was sworn in as President 
of the Oklahoma Press As-
sociation.

City manager Dale Bunn 
reported the new Purcell Mu-
nicipal Hospital project is right 
on pace and on budget.

Dale Starchman’s love of 
music was on display in The 
Register.

Purcell’s First Baptist 
Church Clothes Closet re-
opened at a new location, the 
old Purcell High School/Junior 
High School.

The Purcell Flyers Little 
League team finished the 
season 24-0.

Union Hill Baptist Church 
was holding Vacation Bible 
School.

Alma Lois Crosley, 77, of 
Noble died July3.

Gerlinde Jenne, 72, of Pur-
cell died July 1.

The Purcell Register was 
launching a new and improved 
website.

A series on Broomcorn was 
quite the talk of Register 
readers.

Area schools were announc-
ing their enrollment dates.

The 1960 Wayne High 
School graduating class was 
holding a reunion.

 A permanent display adorned 
the Brent Bruehl Memorial 
golf course honoring Bruehl.

Jace Brewer left his position 
as Washington Softball coach 
to become an assistant at OBU.

A junior golf camp was 
underway at the Brent Bruehl 
Memorial Golf Course.

Donald Mack Gilham, 83, of 
Maysville died July 11.

Gary Lynn Kittrell, 76, of 

Please see Review, page 3B
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Maysville died July 7.
Jerry Don Pittman, 59, of 

Norman died July 10.
Mary Katherine Stevenson, 

92, of Lexington died July 3.
Paul Wayne “Sonny” Ellis, 

88, died July 5.
The Indian Territory Rodeo 

was underway.
Ryan Perry assumed the Lex-

ington Softball head coaching 
position taking the place of 
former coach Kayla Stewart.

Jolie Jean Crick, 16, of Nor-
man died July 16.

Lea Ann Skinner Feagan, 46, 
of Dallas died July 7.

Wanda Lorene (Dean) Dis-
mukes-Knapp, 84, of Afton, 
OK died July 14.

Dot Klepper, 83, of Okla-
homa City died July 15.

Barry Askew retired from the 
Purcell Fire Department after 
a 32-year career.

The 2021 Purcell Classic 
Carp Fishing Tournament was 
held at the Purcell City Lake.

2007 Purcell High School 
graduate Dr. Anthony Miles 
Morris became the head of 
Psychiatry for the Oklahoma 
City Veteran’s Hospital.

Hershell “Buddy” Dodd, 98, 
of Lexington died July 21.

Graveside services were held 
for Janice Gallamor Rousey, 
82, of Purcell at Hillside 
Cemetery.

David Allen Courtney, 63, of   
Purcell died July 26.

Frank Miegs, Jr., 68, of Pur-
cell died July 26.

Jonathan Willard Smith, 16, 
of Newalla, OK died July 17.

Sharon Swetland, 71, of 
Purcell died July 20.

Leadership Mid-America 
entered its 25th year.

AUGUST
Chris Wright assumed the 

role of executive officer of 
Purcell Municipal Hospital.

Bert Seabourn’s art work 
was on exhibit at the Oklahoma 
Contemporary Museum.

COVID cases were on the 
big time up tick.

McClain County Commis-
sioners approved a TIF legal 
services agreement.

A Nichols Hills man was 
charged with the burglary of the 
Johnson Road Baptist Church.

Wayne, Purcell, Lexington 
and Washington were back on 
the softball diamonds.

Danny Warren Watson, 73, 
of Purcell died July 30.

Rita Delette Blackwell, 72, of 
Lexington died July 31.

Patsy Ruth Donovan, 76, of 
Lexington died August 3.

Jennifer Irene Willige, 48, of 
Oklahoma City died July 29.

Timothy Arthur Deister, 80, 
of Purcell died July 27.

Kaye Kelly, 79, of Purcell 
died August 1.

Alexander Michael Quat-
trone, 30 of Tulsa died June 19.

Elsie Ketchum, 86, of Purcell 
died July 27.

Purcell Electric Department 
crews were putting out new 
banners along Green Avenue.

New teachers were being 
introduced in The Purcell 
Register at each of the four 
area schools.

Purcell Schools has purchas-
ing 450 new Acer Chrome-
books.

The Purcell Public School 
Foundation awarded over 
$6,000 in grants to teachers.

Debra Ceballos, 59, of Lex-
ington died August 3.

Patsy “Pat” Ruth Donovan, 
76, of Lexington died August 3.

Margaret Maynard, 77, of 
Purcell died August 8.

Purcell came from behind 
to defeat Davis in fast-pitch 
softball.

Wayne began the softball 
season 1-1.

Lexington started off the 
season with a loss to Marlow 
and Washington opened their 
season with an 8-3 victory over 
Tuttle.

Purcell High School Basket-
ball Coach Roger Raper held 
his basketball camp.

McClain County was the 
second fastest growing county 
in Oklahoma behind only Ca-
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John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Purcell Citizens of the Year
Jason and Melissa Pruitt were awarded as co-Purcell Citizens of the Year at the Heart of 
Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce Banquet. They were honored for their work with the Tacky 
Sweater 5K and Fun Run, Lil’ Dragons Food Pantry and a host of other civic and church activities. 
Pictured with the Pruitts is Purcell Register publisher John D. Montgomery.

nadian County.
Washington added a whop-

ping 131 new students when 
enrollments were tallied to 
begin the school year.

Linda “Winnie” Joyce Thur-
ston, , 69, of Purcell died 
August 9.

Bill Tomlin, 85, of Purcell 
died August 15.

Margaret Maynard, 77, of 
Lexington died August 8.

Robert Wiley Minter, 90, of 
Atlanta, GA., died August 6.

Greg Collins, 62, of Lexing-
ton died August 16.

Willis Ray “Buddy” Shandy, 
Jr., 62, of Tuttle died August 15.

Sandy Clovis Maynard, 
87, of Georgetown, TX died 
August 13.

Purcell softball was off to a 
5-0 start to the season.

Washington won the Ch-
isholm Trail softball tourna-
ment going 5-0 at the event.

Wayne was in the middle of 
a three-game home stand with 
Ninnekah, Konawa and Maud.

Purcell’s new lodging tax 
brought in $12,553 in the first 
month.

Goldsby was having a town 
fest.

Purcell’s Susie Hyde finished 
second in a nationwide field of 
100 entries in a Country Woman 
magazine invitational contest 
to find the best farm home-
maker in the United States.

Heart of Oklahoma Chamber 
of Commerce members heard 
from area school administrators 
about the status of education in 
the Heart of Oklahoma.

Landmark Church was hav-
ing outdoor baptisms.

A Celebration of Life Service 
was held for Clyde and Wanda 
Minyard.

Angela Dawn Helm, 47, died 
August 21.

Ronald Eugene Coulter, 82, 
of Lexington died August 16.

Richard Gray, 90, of Purcell 
died August 23.

A memorial service was held 
for Steven Perry, 66.

Elzie Raymond Sellars, 93, 
of Mustang died August 14.

Johnnie McNutt, 81, of New-
castle, died August 19.

Hank Ivester, 85, of Purcell 
died August 18.

Lee Landers, 82, of Noble 
died August 16.

Bobby Lee Williams, 88, of 
Criner died August 18.

Betty Boydston, 81, of 
Wayne died August 19.

Washington went undefeated 
at the Murray County Bash in 
fast-pitch softball.

Wayne picked up two softball 
wins and Purcell’s record was 
up to 7-3.

SEPTEMBER
Landmark Church members 

were back from their mission 
trip to Costa Rico.

The McClain County Free 
Fair was in session.

Dalton Holder and Hailey 
Carpenter were high school 
students of the month.

Betty Phelps, 87, of Okla-
homa City died August 26.

Imogene Carothers, 96, of 
Purcell died August 26.

Ted Capps, 85, of Wayne 
died August 29.

Clowis Rogers, 81, of Purcell 
died August 28.

Michael Charles Bishop, 74, 
of Gonzales, TX, died August 
23.

Roberta Ann Oliver, 77, of 
Wayne died August 25.

David Harvey Gower, Jr., 80 
of Maysville died August 23.

Larry George Davis, 64, of 
Wayne died August 28.

A memorial service was held 
for Steven Perry, 66.

Teddy Earl Anderson, 72, of 
Stratford died August 28.

Funeral services were held 
for Axl Rae McCall, infant son 
of Mason and Kylee McCall.

Anita Arnett, 68, of Wayne 
died Aaugust 30.

Thomas Edward McKelvain, 
82, of Lindsay died August 25.

Christopher Dean “Casper” 
Gilbert, 45, of McLoud died 
August 27.

Washington opened with a 
41-6 victory on the gridiron 
over Pawnee.

Wayne knocked off Apache 
37-6 while Purcell lost to Lone 
Grove, 40-7.

Wayne’s softball team won 
four out of six games in the 
Asher Tournament.

Washington beat Heritage 
Hall 11-1 followed by a 7-1 
victory over Jones.

Purcell run-ruled Ardmore 
12-0 in the Plainview Tourna-
ment.

The Shaun Bosse conviction 
was upheld.

Daniel Vasquez was sen-
tenced to death for a murder 
conviction.

The Lexington Assessment 
and Reception Center was on 
lockdown.

Local high school students 
Evan Boothe, Jennie Higdon 
and Mariah Stephens attended 
the Oklahoma Arts Institute 
Summer camp.

David Lee Williams, 72, of 
Kingston died September 5.

Rebecca Rae Seaton, 52, of 
Norman died August 23.

Dean Warren, 80, of Purcell 
died August 30.

Thomas “Lloyd” Roberts, 95, 
of Lexington died September 6.

Michael Charles Bishop, 74, 
died August 23.

Cassi D’Lon Allison, 40, died 
August 29.

Purcell’s Dragons got on 
the winning track easing past 
Lindsay 20-14.

Lexington topped Little Axe 
34-32.

Washington took care of 
Sulphur 34-13 and Wayne clob-
bered Walters, 48-16.

In softball Wayne won four 
games at New Lima. Lexington 
defeated Meeker and Bethel 
and Purcell had a walk-off win 
over Chandler.

Lexington was gearing up for 
homecomng festivities.

Purcell Junior High Students 
of the Month were Tripp Eck 
and Grace Winters, Aldan 

Blankenship and Addison 
Arnold, Edwin Rico and Erica 
Irwin.

Door prize winners at Moth-
er’s Entwined were Tammy 
Brown, Lori Cudd, Kristi 
Kilcrease, Dalene Bay and 
Angie Goldsby.

Tyler DWayne Lowe-Brock, 
25, of Lexington died Septem-
ber 3.

Michael Christopher Bull-
ock, 54, of Oklahoma City died 
September 5.

Donna Lynn Smith, 69, of 
Norman died September 4.

Hilda Ann Bebout Stottard, 
83, of Goldsby died Septem-
ber 10.

Curtis Ray Oliver, 84, of 
Chickasha died September 6.

Billy J. Kennedy, 77, died 
September 8.

Purcell pinned a 32-18 defeat 
on the Meeker Bulldogs in 
gridiron action.

Washington slammed the 
door on Lindsay, 55-12.

Wayne’s defense limited 
Lexington to negative rush-
ing yards and rolled to a 46-6 
victory.

On the softball diamond 
Purcell knocked off Lexington, 
Wayne hammered Asher and 
Washington went 5-1 in the 
Silo Tournament.

Bud Hardcastle’s book on 
Jesse James came in at Rubys 
Restaurant.

Wayne was preparing for 
homecoming.

Mid-America Technology 
Center had to close due to a 
water issue when a rural water 
line broke.

Wes “Buddy” Cheek, 81, of 
Altus and formerly of Purcell 
died September 20.

Theresa Ann West, 75, of 
Purcell died September 19.

Gary Dewayne Frederick, 51, 
of Purcell died September 19.

Laura Bennett, 66, of Purcell 
died August 28.

Merl Leon Hays, 79, died 
September 13.

Gary Linn Forbis, 81, of 
Tyler, TX died September 12.

JR Elam, 74, of Purcell died 
September 18.

Edna Phillips, 82, of Choctaw 
died September 11.

May Foster, 99, formerly of 
Washington died September 
18.

Jordyne Doyal, 35, of Purcell 
died September 15.

Grace Randol, 76, of Purcell 
died September 18.

Lexington’s softball team 
posted a pair of shutouts over 
Crooked Oak on Senior Night.

Both Purcell and Washing-
ton’s fast-pitch teams won their 
district championships.

Wayne bowed out of post 
season play.

On the gridiron, Bridge 
Creek posted a 34-6 victory 
over Lexington’s Bulldogs.

Purcell was hosting Chris-
tian Heritage Academy for 
homecoming. The queen was 

Newsmakers
Banquet honors graduates

Although the University of Science & Arts of Oklahoma 
has shifted to a single commencement ceremony held each 
spring, the institution still celebrated those who completed 
their degrees in the fall 2021 term during a recent gradu-
ate banquet.

Among those students were Lyca Balbuena of Wayne, 
Arizona Ridgway of Byars and Mandy Ozment and 
McKenzie Smith, both of Purcell.

Balbuena earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in econom-
ics; Ridgway earned a Bachelor of Science degree in early 
childhood education; Ozment earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in history with a teacher certification in social stud-
ies; and Smith earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in art.

“The students we are honoring this evening have shown 
that, despite a global health crisis, they find a superlative 
value in the special way that this university operates, and 
in the interdisciplinary methodology designed to launch 
them into their chosen career path with the utmost profi-
ciency,” said President John Feaver. “Every student here 
tonight has worked exceptionally hard to achieve their 
baccalaureate degree, and standing here, shaking their 
hand as they become alumni of this esteemed institution 
has always been one of my greatest joys as its president.”

Northwestern honor roll students
Fall semester honor rolls at Northwestern Oklahoma 

State University have been announced by the Office of 
the Executive Vice President.

Those on the President’s Honor Roll earned all A’s, 
or a 4.0 grade point average (GPA), in a minimum of 12 
undergraduate or nine graduate hours. Those on the Vice 
President’s list had grade point averages of 3.5 or better 
in a minimum of 12 undergraduate or nine graduate hours.

Undergraduate students on the honorable mention lists 
had 4.0 or 3.5 GPAs, respectively, in a minimum of three 
to a maximum of 11 semester hours. Graduate students 
on those rolls were enrolled in a minimum of three to a 
maximum of eight semester hours.

Named to the President’s Honorable Mention Honor Roll, 
undergraduate students, were Lacy McCornack of Dibble 
and Luke Sinclair and Ethan Spruill, both of Lexington.

Named to the Vice President’s Honorable Mention 
Honor Roll, undergraduate students, was Koalten Orr 
of Lexington.

For older adults, regular 
exercise is one of the most 
important things a person 
can do for their health, said 
Gina Peek, Oklahoma State 
University Extension housing 
and consumer specialist and 
interim associate dean.

“Exercise helps your mus-
cles stay strong so you can 
keep doing your day-to-day 
activities. You don’t even need 
to have a gym membership or 
have expensive equipment to 
stay active,” Peek said. “OSU 
Extension offers organized 
classes such as Walk with Ease 
and Tai Chi: Moving for Better 
Balance, but some older adults 
may have mobility issues that 
make it difficult to get out of 
the house.”

If that’s the case, all they 
need is a sturdy chair and a 
couple of full water bottles 
or cans of vegetables to get 
started.

Chair exercises are a great 
alternative for older adults who 
have difficulty moving around. 
Leg, arm and core muscles can 
get a workout from a seated 
position, which can help reduce 
the risk of injury from a fall. 
Easy stretching exercises are 
also beneficial for mobility.

Peek provided several ex-
ample activities to start off the 
new year:  

Arm exercises
• Seated shoulder press: 

Work on arm muscles by sit-
ting in a comfortable chair 
and raising your arms above 
your head. To kick it up a 
notch, hold a water or can of 
vegetables in each hand for 
weight resistance.

• Seated chest press: Start 
with arms at a 90-degree angle 
and bring them out in front of 
the body, then relax and pull 
them back in. Again, adding 
weight is an option.

• Bicep curls: With arms at 
a 90-degree angle, raise and 
lower the forearm.

Leg exercises
• Sitting to standing: Just like 

it sounds, sit and stand to build 

Trisha Gedon
Extension Educator

Chair exercises are
beneficial for older adults

leg muscles by using your own 
body weight.

• Seated calf raises: With feet 
flat on the floor, lift heels off 
the ground and repeat.

Core exercises
• Leg kicks: Extend both legs 

away from your body. Lift one 
leg higher, return to starting 
position, then repeat with the 
other leg.

• Tummy twists: With both 
hands, hold a small object in 
your lap, keeping your elbows 
bent. Twist from side to side 
while keeping the object in 
front of your body.

Stretching
• Neck turns: Sit comfortably 

in a chair and rotate your head 
from left to right until a gentle 
stretch is felt. Hold for 20-30 
seconds.

• Seated backbend: While 
seated, place hands on your 
hips. Slowly arch your back 
inward while keeping spine 
straight, then lean backward 
using only the upper body.

• Seated side stretch: With 
one hand, grip the side of the 
chair when seated. Extend your 
opposite arm over your head, 
making a shape similar to an 
elongated letter C. Shift your 
upper torso in the direction of 
the hand holding the chair, and 
hold for 10-20 seconds. Switch 
sides and repeat.

Peek said anyone starting a 
new exercise program, whether 
at home or in an organized 
class, should first consult with 
their primary care physician.

“It doesn’t take much to get 
started exercising at home and 
the benefits are well worth the 
efforts,” she said.

twitter.com/purcellregister

Follow us on
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Religion
The

Purcell Register

Johnson Road
Baptist Church
4 mi. N. of Purcell on I-35

Sunday School
9:45 a.m

Worship Service
11:00 a.m

Memorial
Assembly of God
7th & Monroe, Purcell

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Services 6:00 p.m.

Wed. Night Services 6:30 p.m.
We Invite You to Worship With Us.

527-2769

118 W. Broadway/Hwy 39 Downtown
Post Office Box 1028
Lexington, OK 73051

Sunday - 10:00am/6:30pm
Wednesday - 7:00pm

Pastor Charles Barton
527-5726

Baptist Church
Goldsby

153 W. Center Road
Goldsby, OK 73093

288-2514
Sunday School  -  9:30 a.m.
Worship  - 10:45 a.m.
Evening  -  6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening  -  6:30 p.m.

Church Directory

2223 N. 9th, Purcell, OK 73080

Pastor David Pickard

527-6808
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m.
Evening Worship: 5:00 p.m.

Westside
Church of Christ

401 W. Broadway
Lexington

Sunday Morning 10:30 am
Sunday Evening 3:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:30 pm

715 W. Harrison, Purcell
Sunday Morning - 10 a.m.
Revival Service - 11 a.m.

Wednesday Evening - 7:00 p.m.
Pastor: Rev. Mark A. Stacy
Office Ph. 405.527.3045

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

2nd & Washington, Purcell

Sun. Worship: 10:45 
Wed. Events:

Adult Studies: 6 or 7pm
Chalice Kids and Kiddos:

5:45-7 (experiential)
(Light meal at 6-ish – all)

Corner of Third & Jefferson

Saturday - 5 pm (English)
Sunday - 11 am (English)

1 pm (Español)
Daily Mass

Tues. & Fri. 9 am • Wed. Noon • Thurs. 7 pm (Español)

Parish Office/Oficina: 527-3077
Priest House/Padre Juan Pedro: 527-4242

Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church

Pastor: Justin Blankenship
1106 W. Grant • Purcell  • 527-3342
Sunday Worship ...... 9:15 & 10:55 a.m.

Sunday Night ........................ 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday ............................ 7:00 p.m.

2705 N. 9th • 527-2535
Purcell, OK 

Sunday services
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
6 pm Evening worship

Wednesday services
6:30 pm Bible Study
6:30 pm Awanas & 
 Youth

www.ebcpurcell.org

Rev. Bill Crawford
405-820-8184

Hwy 39, 5mi. west of Purcell
405.527.3957 - unionhillpurcell@aol.com

Pastor Nate McConathy
Sundays

Age Group Bible Study 9:45 am
Morning Worship (masks optional) 11:00 am
Facebook Livestream 11:00 am
Age Group Bible Study 5:30 pm
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Wednesdays
Age Group Bible Study 6:30 pm

Calvary
Holiness Church

403 N. 4th, Purcell
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

10:50 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night

7:00 p.m. Wednesday Night
Independent Pentecostal 

Holiness Church

You Are Always Welcome At

7th & Monroe St.

Church of 
Christ
Purcell, OK

Sunday 10:30 & 1:30
Wednesday Evening 6:30

FirSt BaptiSt
ChurCh
Lexington

Connecting People With God and One Another
team Kids • the Way (Youth)

upward • Senior activities
Sunday School 9:15

Morning Worship 8:15 • 10:15 • evening 6:00
Rusty Canoy

Pastor
900 e. BroadWaY • Lexington

527-6758

Pastor David Bittle

Rev. Jeff Pierce
527.6214
2726 N. 9th, Purcell
Sunday Morning - 10:30 am
Sunday Evening - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening - 7:00 pm

www.lighthousechurch.tv

Lighthouse
Worship 

Center

4th & Main 405-527-3327
www.purcellfbc.org

Come worship with us!
Sundays 10:15 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Activities for all ages & child 
care provided for all services!

9th & Pierce

Church of 
Christ
1207 North 9th

Purcell, OK 73080
405-527-3176

Sunday Bible Class 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.
Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Class 7 p.m.
Search Ministries Sunday 7:30 a.m. Channel 34

www.searchtv.org

Trinity United 
Methodist Church

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Susan Whitley

211 N. 2nd, Purcell
527-2256 Office

Kingsmen Quartet at Sunray Baptist

The legendary Kingsmen 
Quartet will be at Sunray Bap-
tist Church at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
January 14.

Based out of Asheville, N.C., 
the group has been a staple of 
Southern Gospel music since 
its beginning in the mid 1950’s. 

Formed by brothers Raymond, 
Reese and Louis McKinney, the 
group has had several line-ups 
throughout the years and have 
featured countless renowned 
artists such as Eldridge Fox, 

The Kingsmen Quartet

“Big” Jim Hamill, Squire Par-
sons, Anthony Burger, Johnny 
Parrack, Mark Trammell and 
Ernie Phillips.

Seven members have been in-
ducted into the Southern Gospel 
Hall of Fame. The group was 
inducted into the Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame in 2000, the Chris-
tian Music Hall of Fame in 2007.

Their albums have won three 
GMA Dove awards. Kingsmen 
Quartet members have won 
numerous Singing News Fan 

Awards. 
Today the Kingsmen consists 

of 2008 Hall of Fame inductee 
Ray Dan Reese, bass singer 
and manager; Chris Jenkins, 
tenor; Chris Bryant, lead; Alan 
Kendall, baritone; and Brandon 
Reese, sound system. 

“We tour year in and year out 
to spread our music to people 
across the country. Our music 
has a message, the message of 
Christ. Every night we work to 
bring His message to our audi-
ence. Our goal is to see people 
saved through Jesus Christ 
whether we’re singing indoors, 
outdoors, in an auditorium, 
church, or studio,” said Ray 
Reese.

Join us for this special night 
of worship, praise, and song. 
Admission is free. A love of-
fering will be taken to help with 
expenses.

Sunray is located at 2223 
N. 9th Street in Purcell. For 
more information call (405) 
426-2844.

On January 2, 2022, we 
celebrate the Epiphany of the 
Lord.

Do you recall reading the 
short story, “The Gift of the 
Magi,” in school? It is a story 
of newlyweds Della and Jim 
who want to give each other 
memorable Christmas gifts but 
they are poor.

Jim has a silver pocket watch 
which had been his father’s and 
his grandfather’s and it was his 
pride and joy.

Della is a lovely girl with 
long beautiful hair. Della sold 
her hair and used the money 
to purchase a beautiful chain 
for Jim’s pocket watch. Jim 
sold his treasured watch to 
buy Della exquisite combs 

Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church
By Stella Bledsoe

for her hair.
Do you have something you 

treasure? Maybe it is a quilt 
made by your mother or the 
family Bible handed down 
for generations. Perhaps it is 
a first edition book by your 
favorite author or your first-
born’s bronzed baby shoes. 
The things we treasure are 
almost always one of a kind 
and cannot be replaced. If we 
choose to part with them, it is 
to give them to someone we 
treasure.

On the Epiphany of the Lord, 
we recall the Magi travelling 
from the east to pay homage to 
the Christ child. They brought 
him their finest treasures: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.

Welcome, good friends, to 
the Front-Porch Gospel. We’ve 
come to the final installment of 
the year 2021. I hope and pray 
that all of you who faithfully 
read this little column every 
week (and those who get to it 
when you can) had a good 2021 
and that you and your families 
are well and safe. Thank you 
for joining along with all of 
our ‘musings’ and thoughts 
each week.

I thought you might be in-
terested in noting why we are 
especially thankful this year 
for health and safety. I got lost 
in Yellowstone with my friend 
Todd Perrin from Houston 
between July 11-16. The good 
news is that we made it out 
okay, thanks to Todd’s seeing 
a glimpse of a hiker off of the 
Snake River by chance on the 

Lexington Westside Church of Christ
fourth day, on Wednesday 
afternoon, July 14.

The other good news is that, 
once home and safe, I was able 
to write a book based on the 
great adventure. You can find 
the 27 or so chapters on our 
webpage at frontporchgospel.
com.

You would think that would 
have been enough adventure 
for a man who has now seen 
six decades, but on August 
30 I broke my wrist playing 
basketball, training, by the 
way, for my next hike, as if 
I shouldn’t know better, fol-
lowed by surgery and long 
therapy, then I totaled my 
Frontier on November 8 as a 
lady pulled right out in front 
of me less than a mile from 
my house. So, when we come 
to the last writing of 2021, I 

certainly have a great deal for 
which to give thanks. All of 
our prayers for each other are 
paying off, I know.

Things are well at the church 
here in Lexington. We’ve 
reduced our trips up here to 
the Sooner state to the first 
weekend of the month due to 
taking on a work in Conway, 
La. It is a church that had shut 
down for a couple of reasons a 
year before; and we received 
the call and request to go down 
and help get it started back up.

The Westside C. of C. breth-
ren are good about letting us go 
where work needs to be done. 
So, my second trip up north 
on the third weekend turned, 
instead, into a trip from here 

We have just celebrated 
Christmas. God sent Jesus to 
us. It would not be a stretch 
to believe God treasured Je-
sus more than anything else. 
Giving our time, talent, and 
treasure back to God demon-
strates how grateful we are for 
God’s gift to us.

New Year 2022 Mass Sched-
ule:

New Year Eve Mass, Friday, 
December 31, 2021, at 5 p.m. 
in English.

New Year Day, Saturday, 
January 1, 2022, Mass at 9 
a.m. in Spanish. Vigil Mass 
at 5 p.m. in English.

Please see OLV, page 5B

Please see Westside, page 5B

Lexington United Methodist Church
We have our website up 

and running after a few years’ 
hiatus. You can find out 
about what’s going on with 
us at www.lexingtonumc.net. 
Please check it out.

Our next Food Give Away 
will  be Saturday, Janu-
ary 15, from 12 to 4 p.m. We 
are still asking people to be 
cautious by wearing masks 
and distancing in crowds, and 
if you haven’t done so, please 
consider getting yourself 
and your family vaccinated. 
Masks can be provided if you 
do not have one (especially 

for those who have certain 
medical conditions), and hand 
sanitizer is also available.

Even though the devasta-
tion of the tornado outbreak 
of mid-December is no lon-
ger “news,” please keep the 
people in Arkansas, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Missis-
sippi, and Tennessee in your 
prayers. Help in any way you 
can, but especially pray for 
all of their people and their 
families. 

A new topic in the news:  a 
possible record-breaking cold 
spell this first weekend of 

the new year. Let us stay safe 
ourselves by remaining inside, 
and pray that all (especially 
the homeless) will have shelter 
and warmth from the extreme 
temperatures.  

One of the lights of our world 
was extinguished in the loss of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu this 
past week. He did much to bring 
enlightenment and change to 
not only South Africa but to 
all countries in his 90 years. 
May God help us to remember 

Please see Methodist, page 5B
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in Dallas to the east. The 
Lord has blessed that work, 
too, and we owe a great deal 
to the congregation here in 
Lexington.

Over the past couple of 
years, the congregation here 
has grown spiritually, and a 
number of the brethren have 
really stepped up to take on 
a good portion of the Sunday 

From page 4B

Westside: 

Sunday, January 2, 2022, 
Mass in English at 11 a.m. 
and Mass in Spanish at 1 p.m.

We celebrate Jesus at Our 
Lady of Victory parish all year 
long. Our Lady of Victory 
parish is located at the 307 
West Jefferson.  The office 
is open weekday mornings 

From page 4B

OLV: 

his life as an example to us all.
With the beginning of 2022, 

we have the opportunity to ex-
amine ourselves and our actions 
of this past year to learn what 
we can do to make our lives, our 
country, and our world better. 
These are the resolutions we 
need to be aware of, to do good 
for all not just ourselves.

We often feel the emo-
tional let-down after Decem-
ber 25.  However we should 
remember that Christmas is 
not just one day, but a sea-
son of 13 days from sunset 
Christmas Eve (December 24) 
through Epiphany (January 6, 
next week).

The 13th day of Christmas, 
Epiphany, an even more an-
cient Christian celebration 
than Christmas, originally 
focused on the nativity, God’s 
incarnation (“God made flesh”) 
in the birth of Jesus Christ 

From page 4B

Methodist: 
and Christ’s baptism. Today, 
it commemorates the visit-
ing of the Christ Child by the 
Magi (“Wise Men”) with their 
gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 

This Sunday we celebrate 
the first communion of the 
new year.  Our table is open 
to all who wish to partake of 
this God-given sacrament. All 
are welcome to join us for this 
Great Thanksgiving Meal and 
the beginning of 2022. 

We invite you to worship 
with us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 
to see how we’re different from 
other churches. Sunday School 
starts at 11 a.m.  Our address 
is 631 East Ash, just west of 
Lexington High School. For 
more information, please call 
the church at (405) 527-3506 
to leave a message, or contact 
Pastor David Cook directly at 
(405) 406-6174.

(405-527-3077).  Weekend 
mass services are Saturday, 
5 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.; and 
Sunday, 1 p.m. (Spanish).  
Daily masses are Tuesday, 9 
a.m.; Wednesday, 12 noon; 
Thursday, 7 p.m. (Spanish), 
and Friday, 9 a.m.

Peace be with you.

morning teaching; and they 
have done so ably.

We’ll look forward to shar-
ing something new with you 
the first week of January 2022. 
Until then, God bless! And, 
again, thanks for tuning in to 
our little spot in The Register.

When you get a chance, drop 
a note to us at steven.bowen@
redoakisd.org.

From page 3B

Review: 

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Scene of the crime
Not only did Johnson Road Baptist Church lose its pastor with the death of Wayne Brown 
but in the same week a thief or thieves wiped out most all of the possessions of the building.

Please see Review, page 6B

Start seeds outdoors
with winter sowing

Save money and indoor 
space used for starting seeds 
indoors with winter sowing. 
This easy technique allows you 
to start transplants from seeds 
outdoors without a greenhouse 
or cold frame.

Growing your own trans-
plants from seeds can save 
you money and is often the 
only option for new, unique, 
and other hard to find plants.  
Not everyone has the time, 
equipment, and dedication to 
watering that’s needed to start 
plants indoors. 

All you need are flower and 
vegetable seeds, milk jugs or 
two-liter soda bottles, duct 
tape and a quality potting mix. 
Check the seed packet for in-
formation on planting details 
and timing.

Winter sowing dates vary 
with the growing climate, 
individual gardener, and seed 
variety you are planting. 

Try starting hardy perenni-
als and self-seeding annuals 
sometime winter through early 
spring.  Other flowers and 
vegetables seeds are typically 
winter sown about the same 
time you would plant them in-
doors or a month or two before 
the transplants get moved into 
the garden.

Keep a record of your plant-
ing dates and results to help 
you fine tune your planting 
schedule and increase future 
success.

Drill four to 12 small holes in 
the bottom of the jug for drain-
age. One winter sower fills the 
container with water and pops 
it into the freezer or outside in 
below freezing temperatures.

Once frozen solid, he drills 
the holes into the container. 

MelindaMyers
The Purcell Register

The ice prevents the plastic 
container from collapsing dur-
ing the process.

Next, partially cut the jug to 
create a hinged lid. Make your 
cut about three to four inches 
above the bottom, leaving the 
area by the handle attached so 
it forms a hinge. The bottom of 
the milk jug handle is usually 
a good guide.

Fill the bottom with moist 
potting mix. Plant seeds ac-
cording to the package direc-
tions. Gently water until the 
excess runs out the bottom of 
the container.

Fellow gardener, Patricia, 
uses rolled newspaper or the 
cardboard tubes from toilet 
paper to help space and even-
tually transplant her winter 
sown seedlings. She makes 
newspaper pots by wrapping 
22 ½” x 5” strips of newspaper 
around a 2½” diameter x 4” tall 
jar.  She folds the end to create 
the bottom for a 3 ½” tall pot.

Secured with staples, she 
sets the pots or toilet paper 
rolls in the milk jug, fills with 
potting mix, tops them off 
with about half an inch of seed 
starting mix and then plants 
her seeds.

Label the inside and outside 
of the jug with a permanent 
marker. Close the lid and seal 
it shut with duct tape.

Remove the cap before set-
ting your milk jugs in a sunny 
location outdoors where rain 
and snow can reach it. Keep 
them handy to prevent water-
logged soil during extremely 
wet weather.

Water your outdoor seed 
starting chambers during snow-
free and dry weather. This will 
be much less often than those 

Please see Seeds, page 8B

announced prior to the football 
game.

The area faced drought con-
ditions.

Lexington’s Chamber of 
Commerce will have a lamp 
post decorating contest.

Bob Gould, 85, of Maysville 
died September 22.

Pauline Lee, 91, of McAles-
ter died September 18.

J.W. Lewis, 74, of Lexington 
died September 22.

Heather Lynn Reaves, 41, 
of Purcell died September 21.

Marilyn Myerscough, 77, of 
Montgomery, TX died August 
28.

Jerry Eugene Dover, 76, of 
Norman died September 22.

Sharon Lee Castleman, died 
September 25.

On the gridiron, Lexington 
shut out Crooked Oak 38-0.

Washington defeated Pur-
cell, 42-13 and Wayne pounded 
Wynnewood, 42-7.

Both Washington and Purcell 
were hosting Regional Fast-
pitch Tournaments.

OCTOBER
Washington passed its $24.5 

million bond issue, preparing 
for extended growth in the 
school system.

Gale Wilson joined the 
McClain County Operation 
Christmas team.

McClain County Commis-
sioners declined to move for-
ward with their Tax Increment 
Financing Project.

Oklahoma lawmakers were 
preparing for a special session 
for redistricting.

Lexington resident Frank 
Magner was killed in an auto-
mobile accident in the Okla-
homa Panhandle.

Purcell High School Stu-
dents of the Month were Alyssa 
Rogers and Jaiden Avila.

The City of Purcell was con-
ducting a fall cleanup effort.

Jack Pryor, 84, of Purcell 
died October 1.

Lillie Ruthelen Ivester, 80, of 
Oklahoma City died October 1.

Ralph “Rufus” Kemp, 70, 
of Lexington died October 3.

Chris Uhlenhake, 66, of Pur-
cell died October October 3.

Gridiron action had Wash-
ington hammering Bethel, 
56-18 while Purcell was smoth-
ering CHA, 42-14.

Wayne pummeled Rush 
Springs, 54-16 and Lexing-
ton knocked off Holdenville, 
34-28.

Purcell’s Dragons bowed out 
of the post season fast-pitch 
tournament.

Purcell’s Dragon Pride 
Marching Band won the Class 
2A State Championship in a 
competition at Claremore.

Washington’s fast-pitch 
squad, after winning their Re-

gional Tournament went on to 
win the State Championship 
for 2021.

Purcell Junior High Students 
of the Month were Eli Gracey, 
Leah Jones, Waylon Reeves, 
Kylee Barrett, Jaxson Staggs 
and Adylee Jurado.

R.C. Latimer, 90, of Pharr, 
TX died August 30.

Services were held for Frank 
Kent Magner, 68, of Lexington 
died October 2.

Leonard Samuel Slate, 91, of 
Noble died October 8.

Martha De Zamacona, 70, of 
Purcell died October 10.

Washington edged CCS, 
13-10.

CHA defeated Lexington, 
28-0.

Purcell mowed down Hold-
enville, 41-7 and Wayne shut-
out Healdton, 25-0.

Washington was having foot-
ball homecoming festivities.

Purcell Graduate Grant 
Smith, now a sophomore, was 
named as one of the top 20 
freshmen at Oklahoma State 
University for 2020.

With their 56-7 victory over 
Crooked Oak, Purcell became 
one of only eight high school 
programs in the State of Okla-
homa to post 700 victories on 
the gridiron.

Washington squashed Lex-
ington, 57-2.

Ten Washington fast-pitch 
players made All-District and 
four Wayne Bulldogs made 
All-Conference.

Wayne shutout Dibble, 51-0.
F. Bert Lamb, 82, of Lexing-

ton died October 18.
Randall Lee Kirkhuff, 64, of 

Norman died October 14.
Billy Ray Paulk, 89 of 

Dibble, died October 15.
Walter Douglas “Doug” 

Watkins, 90, of Lexington died 
October 16.

Timothy Charles Dixon, 66, 
of Purcell died October 15.

Area school superintendents 
said the supply chain problem 
is affecting them in different 
ways.

At Wayne it’s textbooks. At 
Purell it’s bus parts. At Lexing-
ton it’s the big ticket items. At 
Washington it’s paper goods 
and cleaning supplies.

The Purcell trick or treat 
event was held at the Purcell 
Lake October 30 from 3-6 p.m.

The Purcell Public School 
Foundation announced a fund-
raiser corn hole tournament 
for November 6 but had to 
postpone the event.

The Heart of Oklahoma Ki-
wanis Club ran a concession 
stand at the Grady County 
Fairgrounds.

Registration was ongoing for 
the annual Tacky Sweater 5K 
Fun Run.

A report of shots fired in 
downtown Purcell turned out 
not to be.

Paul Russell Anderson, 58, 
of Oklahoma City died Octo-
ber 23.

Melinda Ille, 39, of Lexing-
ton, died October 19.

Evelyn Christine Mottinger, 
95, of Lexington died October 
23.

JoeAnn Parker, 76, of 
Wanette died October 23.

Christina Lynn Williams, 71, 
died September 24.

Lexington Schools held the 
first annual pond hop Fall Bass 
Festival.

CCS knocked off Purcell, 
38-17 on the gridiron.

Bethel defeated Lexington, 
44-7, Washington skunked 
Holdenville, 63-0 and Wayne 
lost to ECP, 34-26.

Purcell had six players 
named to the 3A-4 All-District 
Softball team including Ella 
Resendiz being named the 
Offensive Player of the Year.

Dom Jackson and Mattie 
Richardson were King and 
Queen at Washington’s Home-
coming.

NOVEMBER
Concerned citizens ad-

dressed the Purcell City Coun-
cil about the proposed site of 
the new Purcell City Yard.

The 30th anniversary of the 
caboose placing on Second 
Street was marked.

The Atchison Topeka & 
Santa Fe “way car” was do-
nated by Sam Harlan.

Daylight Savings Time went 
back to Central Standard Time.

Purcell’s Ministerial Alli-
ance officially changed its 
name to the Heartland Ministe-
rial Alliance.

Wayne grad and MATC 
student Sataiea Simmons was 
elected to a state-wide HOSA 
office.

Paul Russell Anderson, 58, 
of Oklahoma City died Octo-
ber 23.

Barbara Jean Elam, 81, of 
Lindsay died October 30.

David William “Bill” Moore, 
85, of Stillwater died October 
31.

Darrell Richard Morgan, 72, 
of Lexington died October 21.

Michael Lynn Cheatwood, 
55, of Purcell died November 1.

Ricky Harold Wade, 55, of 
Purcell died October 29.

Three Washington Warriors 
were named All-State in Soft-
ball while coach Tylor Lamp-
kin was tabbed as the Middle 
State Coach of the Year.

Former long-time Purcell 
Dragons coach Mike Wilson 
and current Dragon Assistant 
Coach Kurt Gray had coached 
in 559 Purcell football games.

Washington’s Junior Varsity 

defeated Hobart’s Varsity 34-
13 in a rare Thursday night 
game.

The Warriors  clocked 
Crooked Oak 63-0 the fol-
lowing night when coach Brad 
Beller swept the bench.

Purcell surpassed Lexing-
ton 56-14 to own the James 
C. Nance Bridge for the next 
365 days.

Wayne was pinned with a 
27-12 loss at Ringling.

Congressman Tom Cole met 
with consituents at Ya Ya’s Cof-
fee Shop in downtown Purcell 
on Veterans Day.

Haileigh Smith and Brodrick 
Smith were PHS Students of 
the Month.

Jon Corea was among educa-
tors attending a fall workshop 
at Quartz Mountain.

The monthly chamber lun-
cheon was held at the Mid-
America Technology Cen-
ter with Oklahoma Labor 
Commissioner Leslie Osborn 
speaking.

Purcell Junior High teacher 
Mandy Clay was collecting for 
Operation Christmas.

Clifford E. Croslin, 83, of 
Lexington died.

Jeff Spears, 57, died in 
Gladewater, Texas November 
1.

Keneth Lynn Sugg, 64, of 
Lexington died October 19.

Kevin Yeary, 42, of Purcell 
died November 2.

Wanda F. Williams, 89, of 
Purcell died November 3.

Wanda Louise Tucker, 79, 
died November 5 in Edmond.

Tony Pierson Johnson, 53, of 
Lexington died November 2.

Bethel topped Purcell, 34-13.
Wayne jumped all over Strat-

ford, 38-10 and CCS pinned a 
55-6 losss on Lexington.

Washington shutout CHA 
59-0.

Washington’s Cheer Squad 
were crowned Regional Cham-
pions.

Tom McCurdy was the 
keynote speaker at the PHS 
Veterans Day ceremony.

The deadline was November 
19 to fill out applications for 
Operation Christmas.

Goldsby honored Veterans at 
their Veterans Memorial.

Due to a snafu in Oklahoma 
City, the McClain County 
Treasurer’s office was mailing 
out tax statements a little later 
than usual.

The Wayne Fire Department 
was holding its 31st annual 
toy drive.

Bobby Lee Hardcastle, 63, 
of Purcell died November 8.

Ricky Vern Allen 68, of 
Lexington died November 11.

Clifford Croslin, 83, of Pur-
cell died November 7.

Tony Odell Perkins, 69, of 
Moore died November 12.

Vicki Jean Riley, 68, of Nor-
man died November 9.

Chuck Whitaker, 64, of Pauls 
Valley, died November 12.

Fiquandaa “Sue” Collins 
Abshire, 93, of Fort Worth died 
November 11.

Washington’s run through 
the State Playoffs continued 
with a 55-20 victory over 
Comanche.

Marlow ousted Purcell from 
the playoffs and Tonkawa 
topped Wayne, ending their 
season.

Lexington was getting both 
wrestling and basketball sea-
sons underway.

Purcell hosted Silo to kick off 
the 2021-22 basketball season.

The Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation was seeking 
public input on traffic flow is-
sues at I-35 and SH 9.

Purcell Elementary students 
were telling how to cook a 
turkey.

A raid by the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics netted 
one arrest in a marijuana grow 
facility.

The annual Tacky Sweater 
5K and Fun Run was held at 
the City Lake.

Maddie Moreno, Luke Han-
nah, Braylon Francis, Grace 
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Courthouse News
The	following	persons	have	been	

charged	by	the	State	of	Oklahoma	with	
traffic	or	other	violations	or	have	filed	
other	court	actions	in	McClain	County	
District	 Court	 between	 December	
16-22,	2021.

Traffic
Kevin	 L.	 Williams,	 unsafe	 lane	

change.
Jefferson	W.	Padgett,	DUS.
Logan	 Warren,	 reckless	 driving,	

1st	offense.
Kai	J.	Wright,	failure	to	obey	traf-

fic	device.
Jason	A.	Bleecher,	taxes	due	state.
David	J.	Neely,	overweight	-	7001	

to	8000.
Cristian	W.	Locke,	no	seatbelt.
Gregory	 D.	 Vaughn,	 speeding,	

89/75.
Amanda	M.	Grady,	no	seatbelt.
Amanda	M.	Grady,	no	valid	driver’s	

license.
Amanda	M.	Grady,	operate	motor	

vehicle	without	license	plate.
Marlon	Antonelli,	no	valid	driver’s	

license.
Rayson	L.	Sanchez,	taxes	due	state.
Seulki	Choi,	speeding,	80/70.
Sheila	R.	Milam,	no	seatbelt.
John	W.	Palmer,	speeding,	85/75.
Steven	A.	Austin,	speeding,	85/75.
Michael	A.	Urrutia,	overweight	on	

interstate	(bridge	formula).
Douglas	 R.	 Smith,	 overweight	 -	

3001	to	4000.
Jeffrey	S.	Sanford,	speeding,	55/45.
Brittish	B.	Brown,	speeding,	85/75.
Irving	Alvarez	Guevara,	operator	

not	reasonable	and	proper.
Irving	 Alvarez	 Guevara,	 unsafe	

lane	change.
Irving	 Alvarez	 Guevara,	 fail	 to	

devote	attention	resulting	in	collision.
Irving	Alvarez	Guevara,	no	valid	

driver’s	license.
Eric	 L.	 Spears,	 failure	 to	 reduce	

speed.
Eric	L.	Spears,	no	insurance.
John	H.	Stanfill,	fail	to	devote	at-

tention	resulting	in	collision.
John	H.	Stanfill,	no	valid	driver’s	

license.
Tabatha	M.	 Dunn,	 following	 too	

closely.
Dayton	 R.	 Brown,	 speeding,	

104/60.
Esvin	 E.	 Santizo,	 overweight	 on	

interstate	(bridge	formula).
John	L.	Graves,	taxes	due	state.
John	L.	Graves,	no	insurance.
Robert	F.	Digiovanni,	no	seatbelt.
Melanie	 H.	 Feager,	 speeding,	

95/75.
Anselmo	Hernandez	Lopez,	speed-

ing,	90/75.
Albert	 Guadalupe	 Reyes,	 over-

weight	-	3001	to	4000.

Goodnight uses artistic talent 
to illustrate children’s books

•	Photo	provided

Digital	illustration
An illustration by Goodnight produced using digital 
technology.

Madelyn	Goodnight	fondly	
identifies	an	idyllic	childhood	
as	the	source	of	her	creativity	
and	 desire	 to	 illustrate	 chil-
dren’s	books.

“My	 mom	
says	I’ve	been	
drawing	 ever	
since	 I	 could	
hold	 a	 pen-
cil. 	 I 	 think	
she	 has	 kept	
every	 doodle	
a nd 	 d r aw -
ing	 I’ve	 ever	

done,”	 Goodnight	 observed	
with	a	laugh.	“I	think	I	started	
drawing	as	an	emotional	and	
creative	outlet.	As	I	became	a	
bit	older,	art	was	something	I	
realized	I	wanted	to	pursue	and	
I	dedicated	myself	to	improve	
and	grow.”
Her	 maternal	 grandfather,	

Harrel	McManus,	was	a	sign	
painter	and	dabbled	in	artistic	
endeavors.	Her	mother,	Karen	
Goodnight,	a	Chickasaw	Na-
tion	 legislator,	 business	 ex-
ecutive	and	2014	Chickasaw	
Nation	 Dynamic	 Woman	 of	
the	 Year,	 studied	 art	 in	 col-
lege	 before	 devoting	 herself	
to	education.
“I	love	my	family.	I	grew	up	

in	Konawa,	then	we	moved	to	
Goldsby,	and	I	graduated	high	
school	in	Norman,”	she	said.	
“Art	has	always	been	a	huge	
part	of	my	life	since	a	very	early	
age.	 My	 parents	 encouraged	
it,	and	art	figures	prominently	
in	 my	 family,	 especially	 on	
mom’s	side.”
Her	 twin	 sister,	Katie,	 and	

brother,	Kyle	“are	every	bit	as	
artistic	as	me	but	chose	other	
professional	 career	 paths,”	
Goodnight	proclaimed.
Her	 parents’	 home	 in	Nor-

man	even	has	a	painting	hang-
ing	on	its	wall	by	her	father,	
Stan,	 an	 oil	 field	 executive,	
avid	cyclist	and	business	en-
trepreneur.
Goodnight	currently	is	work-

ing	 on	 two	 books	while	 cel-
ebrating	 completion	 of	 two	
others:	“Look,	Grandma!	Ni,	
Elisi”	 (author	 Art	 Coulson,	
publisher	Charlesbridge	2021)	
and	 “The	Pear	Tree”	 (author	
Luli	 Gray,	 publisher	 Penny	
Candy	 Books	 2019).	 Both	
are	available	at	Amazon,	and	
Barnes	&	Noble.
“‘The	 Pear	 Tree’	 was	 the	

happiest	coincidence	because	
Penny	Candy	Books	reached	
out	to	ask	if	I	would	illustrate	
it.	Unbeknownst	to	my	studio,	
the	 publisher	 was	 based	 in	
Oklahoma	 City,”	 Goodnight	
noted	with	enthusiasm.
At	the	time,	Goodnight	was	

working	 in	 New	 York	 City	
having	 completed	 higher	
education	 at	 the	 prestigious	
Rhode	Island	School	of	Design	
(RISD).
“I	 loved	 doing	 ‘The	 Pear	

Tree’	because	it	is	just	a	beau-
tiful	story	that	resonated	with	
me.	I	think	Esperanza	is	such	
a	great	character,	a	metaphor	
for	hope	and	humanity.	I	was	
so	excited	to	do	it.”
It	marked	Goodnight’s	first	

illustrations	 for	 a	 book	 pub-
lishing	company.	Forays	from	
New	 York	 to	 Oklahoma	 ac-
corded	her	the	opportunity	to	
collaborate	 with	 executives	
and	–	more	importantly	–	visit	
family.
The	 book’s	 author,	 Luli	

Gray,	 died	 in	 2017,	 and	 the	
OKC	 firm	 acquired	 publish-
ing	rights	to	“The	Pear	Tree,”	
a	 folk	 tale	 that	 introduces	
young	readers	to	themes	such	
as	life	and	death,	sorrow,	joy,	
and	hope.
“Usually,	 you	 get	 to	 work	

with	 the	 author	 to	 find	 out	
what	they	envision	concerning	
illustrations.	That	wasn’t	pos-
sible,	but	Penny	Candy	Books	
was	faithful	to	the	author.	They	
gave	me	a	lot	of	freedom	along	
with	 insightful	 suggestions,”	
Goodnight	said.
The	 experience	 of	 com-

pleting	 “The	 Pear	 Tree”	 so	
enriched	 Goodnight	 that	 it	

reinforced	her	desire	to	make	
illustrating	children’s	book	her	
primary	career	focus.
“Look,	Grandma!	Ni,	Elisi”	

is	Goodnight’s	 latest	 accom-
plishment.	 It	 received	 the	
highest	 possible	 praise	 from	
readers	and	patrons	at	Amazon,	
and	Barnes	&	Noble	websites.	
In	addition	 to	 telling	a	story,	
it	teaches	math,	features	First	
American	characters	and	has	
a	glossary	of	Cherokee	words.

Returning Home
From	 her	 Oklahoma	 City	

studio/home	–	she	and	Katie	
decided	 to	move	 back	 home	
from	 New	 York	 City	 at	 the	
height	of	the	COVID-19	out-
break	in	March	2020	–	Good-
night’s	schedule	is	dizzying.
She	is	a	freelance	illustrator.	

Goodnight’s	“day	job”	is	with	
Dotdash,	a	large	online	media	
firm	with	 endless	 opportuni-
ties	 for	her	 to	 contribute	 art.	
Additionally,	she	is	associated	
with	Studio	Goodwin-Sturges	
promoting	her	expertise	as	an	
illustrator.
Judy	Goodwin-Sturges	owns	

the	 studio.	 She	 was	 one	 of	
Goodnight’s	 art	 instructors	
at	RISD.
Goodnight’s	acceptance	into	

RISD,	 from	 her	 perspective,	
was	a	mix	of	fortune	and	fate.
“I	knew	I	wanted	to	study	art	

after	high	school,	but	I	really	

Goodnight

didn’t	have	a	particular	school	
in	mind.	My	parents	suggested	
RISD.	My	application	for	ac-
ceptance	was	almost	too	late.	
I	 had	 no	 idea	 the	 quality	 of	
competition	I	was	up	against	
either.	 I	 just	 filled	 out	 the	
application	 and	 sent	 it	 off,”	
Goodnight	recalls.
A	few	weeks	passed	before	a	

letter	arrived	from	RISD.	“My	
parents	were	out	of	town,	and	
I	didn’t	want	to	open	it,”	she	
said.	 “My	 sister	 and	 I	 went	
to	 dinner.	Katie	was	 chiding	
me,	 saying:	 ‘Open	 it!	 Open	
it!’	I	finally	gathered	myself,	
opened	the	letter,	and	I	was	ac-
cepted.	We	were	screaming!”	
Goodnight	

Ravshanonjon	 Yangibaev,	 fail	 to	
devote	attention	resulting	in	collision.
Jason	T.	Hagar,	speeding,	90/80.
Darren	D.	Delong,	overweight	on	

interstate	(bridge	formula).
Mohammad	A.	Azeem,	speeding,	

85/75.
Jesus	Lares,	speeding,	95/75.
Jamiel	R.	Finley,	speeding,	102/75.
Lori	A.	Cowan,	speeding,	85/75.
Deven	D.	Moore,	speeding,	85/75.
Gary	F.	Biggs,	no	seatbelt.
Paige	M.	Douglas,	speeding,	85/75.
Melody	A.	Hurley,	taxes	due	state.
Baley	R.	 Sherrick,	 fail	 to	 devote	

attention	resulting	in	collision.
Misdemeanors 

Timothy	L.	Harrison,	DUI	-	alcohol.
Katie	M.	Boone,	possession	of	drug	

paraphernalia.
Bradley	 S.	 Foster,	 possession	 of	

CDS.
Rene	 Martinez,	 possesssion	 of	

CDS.
Jeffrey	P.	Bridges,	petit	larceny.
Chai	R.	Beeson,	possession	of	CDS.
Aaron	 S.	 Anicete,	 possession	 of	

CDS.
Robert	D.	Combs,	domestic	abuse	

-	assault	and	battery.
Michael	R.	Morris,	DUI	-	drugs.
Jerry	A.	Anderson,	public	 intoxi-

cation.
Kelly	J.	Moses,	public	intoxication.
Alejandro	Cedillo-Zepeda,	DUI	-	

aggravated.
Bobby	E.	Milton,	public	intoxica-

tion.
Devon	 B.	 Davis,	 possession	 of	

CDS.
Jamie	D.	Pittman,	public	intoxica-

tion.
Ashley	R.	Armstead,	DUI	-	drugs.
Roman	 C.	 Gallegos,	 DUI	 -	 ag-

gravated.
Jesus	N.	Mendoza,	possession	of	

CDS.
Pedro	 I.	 Coleman,	 possession	 of	

CDS.
Omar	O.	Amador,	DUI	-	drugs.

Felonies
Andre	 J.	 L.	Ward,	 trafficking	 in	

illegal	drugs.
Tork	Choun,	acquire	proceeds	from	

drug	activity.
Fernando	 Flores,	 trafficking	 in	

illegal	drugs.
Jose	A.	Venegas-Carrillo,	intimida-

tion	of	witness.
Randall	L.	Pickens,	domestic	abuse	

-	strangulation.
James	D.	Triplett,	 battery/assault	

and	battery	on	police	officer.
Ramona	 A.	 Thomas,	 larceny	 of	

lost	property.
Johnny	P.	Shea,	unauthorized	use	

of	a	vehicle.
Edward	L.	Moore	III,	possession	of	

firearm	after	former	felony	conviction.
Kyle	E.	 J.	 Sutterfield,	 larceny	 of	

merchandise	from	a	retailer.
Richard	 A.	 Laviolette,	 domestic	

abuse	-	assault	and		battery.
Small Claims

Stacy	 Property	Group	 vs.	Genial	
Rodriguez,	forcible	entry	and	detainer	
under	$5000.
Nancy	Eno	vs.	Kristen	Yarbrough,	

small	claims	under	$5000.
Melissa	 Ramirez	 vs.	 Jeffery	 Un-

derwood,	small	claims	under	$5000.
David	Goforth	vs.	Jennifer	Goforth,	

small	claims	under	$5000.
Bill	G.	Grim	vs.	Kelley	King,	small	

claims	under	$5000.
Esmel	A.	Alas	vs.	Ulloa	Communi-

cation	LLC,	small	claims	over	$5000.
Liberty	National	Bank	vs.	Bridget	

Ford,	small	claims	under	$5000.
Civil

Velocity	Investments	LLC	vs.	Jose	
Fraire,	civil	action	$10,000	or	less.
Midland	 Credit	 Management	 vs.	

Alejandra	 Resendiz,	 civil	 action	
$10,000	or	less.
State	of	OK	(Ex	Rel)	Tax	Comm	

vs.	 Dustin	 L.	 Woods,	 civil	 action	
$10,000	or	less.
Arvest	Bank	vs.	Larry	Conran,	civil	

action	$10,000	or	less.
American	Express	National	Bank	

vs.	Tracy	Hale,	civil	action	$10,000	
or	less.
US	Bank	National	Association	vs.	

Ronald	L.	Tener,	civil	action	$10,000	
or	less.
LVNV	 Funding	 LLC	 vs.	 Travis	

Payne,	civil	action	$10,000	or	less.
Geonet	Energey,	 Inc	vs.	Crawley	

Petroleum	Corp.,	civil	action	$10,000	
or	more.
Don	English	vs.	Zurich	American	

Ins.	Co.,	civil	action	$10,000	or	more.
James	Frizzell	vs.	Wanda	Frizzell,	

civil	action	$10,000	or	more.
James	 Kraus	 vs.	 Bridgestone	

Americas	Fleet,	civil	action	$10,000	
or	more.

Marriages Filed 
Bradley	 J.	Hall,	 25,	 and	Todd	C.	

S.	Ashbacher,	28,	both	of	Newcastle.
George	 L.	 Richardson,	 43,	 and	

Jennifer	 R.	Whitehead,	 47,	 both	 of	
Interlachen,	Fla.
Austin	C.	Seabourn,	26,	and	Kend-

all	N.	McDaniel,	25,	both	of	Norman.
Divorces Granted

Susan	 J.	 Bennett	 vs.	 Jared	 B.	
Bennett.
Carla	B.	Charbeneau	vs.	Matthew	

A.	Charbeneau.
Robin	E.	Bostic	vs.	Darryl	Bostic.
Reagan	 D.	 Redmon	 vs.	 Colton	

R.	Kiker.
Taylor	 R.	 Oliver	 vs.	 Becky	 E.	

Oliver.

•	Elisabeth	Baker

Goldsby	Citizen	of	the	Year
Harold Harvell (left) was honored as Goldsby Citizen of the 
Year at the Heart of Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce Banquet 
that was delayed until June due to COVID issues. Pictured with 
Harvell is Goldsby Mayor Glenn Berglan.

Please	see	Review,	page	8B

Van	Ort,	Bryar	Kelly	and	Burk-
ley	Saunders	were	junior	high	
students	of	the	month.
Emily	Taylor	was	settling	in	

as	 the	 new	McClain	 County	
4-H	Agent.
The	Okeyha	Mothers	Club	

Holiday	Home	Tour	was	held	
December	5.
Mark	Dillon	Pearson,	71,	of	

Lexington,	died	November	19.
SSG	Gary	Carl	Throckmor-

ton,	 74,	 of	 Lexington	 died	
November	19.
Clara	 J.	 “Jeanie”	 Hall,	 76,	

of	 Oklahoma	 City	 died	 No-
vember	19.
Kay	L.	LaFond,	80,	of	Wayne	

died	November	18.
Washington	clobbered	Jones,	

52-21	in	the	state	playoffs.
Lexington	clocked	Holden-

ville	in	basketball,	72-47.
Purcell’s	 boys	 and	 girls	

opened	 with	 victories	 over	
Silo.
Jackson	 Embry	 was	 get-

ting	his	feet	wet	coaching	the	
Wayne	Bulldogs.
Washington	 Cheerleaders	

Halle	 Dancer,	 Josie	 Castle,	
Gracie	Cantrell,	Paisley	Taylor	
and	Becca	Madden	performed	
in	 the	 Macy’s	 Thanksgiving	
Day	Parade	in	New	York	City.

DECEMBER
Long-time	 legal	 secretary	

Andie	 Millsap	 assumed	 the	
position	of	Purcell	City	Clerk.
Frank	 Johnson,	 Jr.	 was	

named	 Deputy	 Secretary	 of	
Governmental	Affairs	for	the	
Chickasaw	Nation.
A	retirement	celebration	was	

held	for	retiring	attorney	Ted	
Haxel.
Phyllis	 Linker	was	 ringing	

the	Salvation	Army	Bell	raising	
funds	for	the	needy.
Evelyn	 Kay	 Carter,	 68,	 of	

Purcell	died	November	26.
Tommy	 Dean	 Rice,	 60,	 of	

Washington	 died	 November	
28.
James	Henry	 “Hank”	Dye,	

71,	died	November	20.
Rose	 Marie	 King,	 57,	 of	

Noble	died	November	30.
Vickie	 Jones,	 63,	 of	 Okla-

homa	City	died	November	22.
Tommie	Verene	Fisher,	100,	

of	Noble	died	November	25.
Joyce	A.	Scott,	97,	of	Purcell	

died	November	28.
Washington	moved	on	in	the	

state	football	playoffs	knock-
ing	off	Rejoice	Christian	54-28.
The	Heart	of	Oklahoma	rib-

bon	cutting	at	the	Purcell	City	
Lake	officially	kicked	off	the	
Lights	from	the	Heart	for	2021.
The	 Purcell	 City	 Council	

rezoned	vacant	lots	southeast	
of	Polk	Street	on	North	Green	
Avenue	for	commercial	devel-
opment.
Three	people	were	killed	in	

a	head-on	automobile	accident	
on	SH	39	west	of	Purcell	De-
cember	2.
The	annual	Christmas	Parade	

was	held	in	downtown	Purcell.
The	 Purcell	 Public	 Works	

Authority	put	off	a	decision	on	
the	solid	waste	disposal	con-
tract	to	the	January	meeting.
Joyce	A.	Scott,	97,	of	Purcell	

died	November	28.
Dorothy	Brown,	88,	of	Tulsa	

died	December	6.
Richard	 “Sandy”	 Olney	

Goldsby	 III,	 83,	 of	 Norman	
died	December	2.
Janet	 Miller,	 99,	 of	 Val-

paraiso,	Fla.,	died	December	3.
Lola	Moore,	83,	of	Purcell,	

died	December	3.
Dionne	Norman,	51	of	Nor-

man,	died	December	1.
Tommie	Verene	Fisher,	100,	

was	buried	in	the	Noble	IOOF	
Cemetery.
David	Albert	Rennie,	80,	of	

Oklahoma	City	died	Novem-
ber	30.
Evert	 Shackleford,	 88	 of	

Noble	died	November	30.
Lane	Steele	received	a	nomi-

nation	from	Congressman	Tom	
Cole	 to	 attend	 the	Air	 Force	
Academy.
Ethan	 Mullins	 was	 named	

All-District	 MVP	 for	 the	
Wayne	Bulldogs.
Purcell	Dragons,	both	boys	

and	girls	were	off	to	a	2-0	start	
in	basketball.
Washington	was	set	to	play	

Marlow	for	the	State	Class	2A	
Football	Championship.
Wayne’s	Lady	Bulldogs	got	

a	two-point	win	in	basketball	
over	Dibble.
Coty	Sessions	talked	about	

her	wrestling	career.
Filings	 were	 announced	

for	upcoming	city	and	school	
elections.
The	Purcell	Board	of	Educa-

tion	heard	a	report	from	Traffic	
Engineering	 Consultant	 BJ	
Hawkins	about	traffic	conges-
tion	at	the	elementary	building.
Area	 churches	 announced	

their	Christmas	service	sched-
ules.
The	 McClain	 County	 Op-

eration	Christmas	served	650	
people,	upwards	of	175	fami-
lies,	Peggy	Christian	reported.
Tara	Anderson	 was	 named	

the	Purcell	Junior	High	Teacher	
of	the	Month.
State	Representative	Sherrie	

Conley	 reported	 Oklahoma’s	
redistricting	 was	 completed	
by	the	Legislature.
Juanita	 Crawford	 Griggs,	

104	of	the	Washington-Golds-
by	area	died	December	15.
Christie	Lea	McAfee,	47	of	

Norman	died	December	5.
Maudie	Lee	Loveless,	88,	of	

Davis	died	December	11.
Teddy	Joe	Mize,	73,	of	Criner	

died	December	10.
Three	 turnovers	 proved	

costly	 for	Washington	 in	 the	
State	Football	Finals.	They	lost	
to	the	Marlow	Outlaws,	17-13.
Wayne	finished	third	in	the	

Velma-Alma	 basketball	 tour-
nament	 while	 the	 girls	 were	
consolation	champs.
Purcell’s	 boys	 and	 girls	

were	both	5-2	heading	into	the	
Christmas	break.
A	 power	 outage	 crippled	

much	of	Purcell	 the	 night	 of	
December	17.
A	 one	 vehicle	 accident	

No. 854-December 30-2 Times
NOTICE OF SALE OF BONDS
In accordance with 62 O.S. 

2011, § 354, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of Education of In-
dependent School District Number 
15 of McClain County, Oklahoma, 
will receive bids by: sealed bid, 
facsimile bid, electronic (Parity®) 
bid or similar secure electronic bid 
on the 20th day of January, 2022, 
at 12:45 o’clock p.m., at the Au-
ditorium, Administration Building, 
Purcell Public Schools, 919 1/2 
North 9th, Purcell, Oklahoma, for 

the sale of $1,700,000 of General 
Obligation Building Bonds of said 
School District, which Bonds will 
mature $180,000 annually in two 
(2) years from their date, and 
$1,520,000 annually each year 
thereafter until paid. The bids will 
be opened and read and shall 
be awarded at the first Board of 
Education meeting held after the 
bids are due.

Said Bonds shall be sold to the 
bidder bidding the lowest rate of 
interest the Bonds shall bear and 
agreeing to pay par and accrued 

interest for the Bonds.  Each bidder 
shall submit with his bid a sum in 
cash, cashier’s or certified check, 
electronic (wire) transfer or surety 
bond payable to the Treasurer of 
the District, equal to two (2%) 
percent of the amount of his bid.  
The Board reserves the right to 
reject all bids.

WITNESS my official hand and 
seal this 8th day of November, 
2021.

Bill Smith
Clerk, Board of Education

(SEAL)
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No. 830-December 16-3 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF McCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

FERRELLOIL Co., L.L.C., an Okla-
homa limited company and Molly 
VanPulliam,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
The Successors of Nona Wright, 
Deceased;
The Successors of Arleena Coul-
ter, Deceased;
The Successors of Francyne Reed, 
Deceased;
The Successors of Loy Tate, 
Deceased;
The Successors of Earl Tate, 
Deceased;
The Successors of Noel Tate, 
Deceased:
The Successors of Leo Tate, 
Deceased;
The Successors of Veda Batch-
elor;
The Successors of Clarence Tate, 
Deceased; and
The Successors of Evelyn Bohan-
non, Deceased,
Defendants.

Case No. CV-2021-172
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO: 
The Successors of Nona Wright, 
Deceased; The Successors of 
Arleena Coulter, Deceased; The 
Successors of Francyne Reed, 
Deceased; The Successors of Loy 
Tate, Deceased;The Successors 
of Earl Tate, Deceased; The Suc-
cessors of Noel Tate, Deceased; 
The Successors of Leo Tate, 
Deceased; The Successors of 
Veda Batchelor; The Successors 
of Clarence Tate, Deceased; and 
The successors of Evelyn Bohan-
non, Deceased.

You and each of you are hereby 
notified that FerrellOil Co., L.L.C. 
and Molly VanPulliam as Plaintiffs, 
have filed in the District Court of 
McClain County, State of Okla-
homa, Case No. CV-2021-172 
their Petition against the above 
named Defendants, alleging 
that the Plaintiff, FerrellOil Co., 
L.L.C. is seized and possessed 
of an undivided mineral interest 
in real property located in McClain 
County, Oklahoma, to-wit:

N/2 NW/4 SW/4, Section 13-5N-
1W; S/2 S/2 and W/2 NW/4 SW/4 
and W/2 SW/4 NW/4 and N/2 NE/4 
SE/4, Section 14-5N-1W; W/2 
SE/4 SE/4 and S/2 NE/4 SE/4 and 
E/2 SE/4 SE/4, Section 15-5N-1W; 
W/2 E/2 NE/4, less a 9.00 acre 
right of way, Section 22-5N-1W; 
E/2 NW/4 NE/4 and NE/4 NE/4, 
Section 23-5N-1W; NW/4 NW/4, 
Section 24-5N-1W and N/2 N/2 
NE/4, Section 27-5N-1W;

that the Plaintiff, FerrellOil Co., 
L.L.C. is the owner of the said 
fractional mineral interest in the 
said real property and in the ac-
tual and peaceable possession 
thereof; that Defendants, and each 
of them, may claim some interest 
in and to said real property adverse 
to the Plaintiff, FerrellOil Co., L.L.C. 
which constitutes a cloud on the 
title of said Plaintiff; that said 
Defendants are hereby notified 
that you must answer to the Peti-
tion herein filed on or before the 
28th day of January, 2022, or the 
allegations of said petition will be 
taken as true and judgment will be 
rendered in favor of the Plaintiffs 
against said Defendants, deter-
mining the heirs and devisees of 
the above named Defendants and 
quieting title in Plaintiff, FerrellOil 
Co., L.L.C.s and confirming said 
Plaintiff’s possession of the said 
above-described real property, 
barring and enjoining Defendants 
from asserting any right, title, or 
interest in or to the interests of 
the Plaintiff, FerrellOil Co., L.L.C. 
in the said real property.

Given under my hand and seal 
this 8th day of December, 2021.

Kristel Gray, Court Clerk of 
McClain County, Oklahoma

By: /s/ Scheryl Flores
Deputy

(Seal)
Thomas C. Williams, OBA #9688
ROBERTSON & WILLIAMS
9658 N. May Ave, Suite 200
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

73120
(405) 848-1944
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

No. 846-December 23-3 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF JOSEPH FRANK REAVIS, 
DECEASED.

CASE NO. PB-2021-0130
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

All creditors having claims 
against Joseph Frank Reavis, 
deceased, are required to pres-
ent the same, with a description 
of all security interests and other 
collateral (if any) held by each 
creditor with respect to such 
claim, to the attorney for the 
named Administrator, Cathy A. 
Reavis, at the office of counsel, 
Needham & Associates, PLLC, 
410 N. Walnut Avenue, Suite 110, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104, on or 
before the following presentment 
date: February 18, 2022, or the 
same will be forever barred.

Dated: December 16, 2021.
Respectfully submitted,

John Paul Albert, OBA #31933
NEEDHAM &

ASSOCIATES, PLLC
410 N. Walnut Ave., Suite 110

Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Telephone: (405) 297-0176

jpalbert@tnc.energy
ATTORNEY FOR

ADMINISTRATOR

No. 847-December 23-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN

AND FOR MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

LONGBRIDGE FINANCIAL, LLC;
Plaintiff,
vs.
JUDY SELMAN; TARA CRAIG; 
LANCE HERELL; TAMMIE HER-
ELL; DWAYNE HERELL; CARO-
LYN BENNETT, INDIVIDUALLY 
AND AS PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF THE ESTATE OF GENE 
HERELL; et al.
Defendants.

Case No. CJ-2021-97
NOTICE OF ALIAS SALE OF 
LAND UNDER EXECUTION
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO

COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Notice is hereby given that on 
the 25th day of January, 2022, at 
10:00 o’clock, A. M., (location at 
Courthouse or Room #), Sheriff’s 
Office, of the McClain County 
Courthouse in Purcell, Oklahoma, 
the undersigned Sheriff will offer 
for alias sale and sell for cash to the 
highest and best bidder, subject 
to real estate ad valorem taxes, 
superior special assessments 
and all interests of record, if any, 
except the Mortgage and interests 
foreclosed herein on the following 
described real property, to-wit:

The North 62 feet of the South 
125 feet of Lot Five (5) and the 
North 62 feet of the South 125 feet 
of the East 15 feet of Lot Six (6), in 
Block Sixty-six (66), in the CITY OF 
PURCELL, McClain County, Okla-
homa, according to the recorded 
plat thereof, commonly known as 
505 North 6th Avenue, Purcell, OK 
73080 (the “Property”)

Alias sale will be made pursuant 
to a Special Execution and Order 
of Alias Sale issued out of the of-
fice of the Court Clerk in and for 
McClain County, Oklahoma, and 
pursuant to said judgment reserv-
ing the right of Plaintiff to recall said 
execution by oral announcement 
and/or order of the Court, prior 
to the alias sale, said judgment 
entered in the District Court in 
and for said County, State of Okla-
homa, in Case No. CJ-2021-97, 
entitled Longbridge Financial,LLC, 
Plaintiff, vs. Gene Herell, et al., 
Defendants, to satisfy:

FIRST: The costs of said action 
accrued and accruing;

SECOND: The judgment and 
first lien of the Plaintiff, Long-
bridge Financial, LLC, in the 
sum of $76,188.62 plus future 
advances for monthly servicing 
fees, mortgage insurance premi-
ums, taxes, property preservation 
costs and other costs as set forth 
under the terms of the aforesaid 
loan documents, to be added to 
the principal/loan balance, plus 
compounding interest on that 
increasing principal/loan balance 
at the monthly-adjustable rate as 
provided for in the Note; abstract-
ing expenses, accrued and accru-
ing; bankruptcy fees and costs, if 
any; and an attorney’s fee, plus 
costs, with interest thereon at the 
same rate, until paid.

Persons or other entities having 
interest in the property, including 
those whose actual addresses are 
unknown and persons or other 
entities who have or may have 
unknown successors and such 
unknown successors are hereby 
notified are: Judy Selman; Spouse 
of Judy Selman, a/k/a Joe Selman; 
Carolyn Bennett, Individually and 
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Gene Herell; Spouse 
of Carolyn Bennett, a/k/a Gary 
Bennett; Tara Craig; Spouse of 
Tara Craig, if married; Lance 
Herell; Spouse of Lance Herell, 
a/k/a Autumn Herell; Tammie 
Herell; Dwayne Herell; Spouse 
of Dwayne Herell, a/k/a Debbie 
Herell; Occupants of the Prem-
ises; United States of America, 
ex rel. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and State of 
Oklahoma, ex rel. Oklahoma Tax 
Commission.

The property has been duly ap-
praised in the sum of $95,000.00.

WITNESS MY HAND this 15th 
day of December, 2021.

/s/ Landy Offolter
Sheriff
(Seal)

KIVELL, RAYMENT AND FRAN-
CIS

A Professional Corporation
Jason Howell, OBA #19128
Triad Center I, Suite 550
7666 East 61st Street
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133
Telephone (918) 254-0626
Facsimile (918) 254-7915
E-mail: jhowell@kivell.com
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
KRF File #44125/JH

No. 853-December 23-2 Times
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
RESIDENTIAL ASSET MORT-
GAGE PRODUCTS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2005-EFC1,
Plaintiff,
v.
CARLOS VAGLIENTY; SPOUSE, 
IF ANY, OF CARLOS VAGLIENTY; 
JOHN DOE, OCCUPANT; VICTOR 
CARRERA; MARIA CARRERA; 
BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS; AND COUNTY 
TREASURER
Defendant(s).

Case No. CJ-2021-81
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN to Carlos 

Vaglienty; Spouse, if any, of Carlos 
Vaglienty; John Doe, Occupant; 
Victor Carrera; Maria Carrera; 
Board of County Commission-
ers; County Treasurer, and their 
unknown successors and as-
signs, that on January 18, 2022, 
10:00AM, 1st floor at the County 
Courthouse in Purcell, McClain 
County, Oklahoma, the Sheriff of 
said County will offer for sale and 
sell for cash at public auction to 
the highest and best bidder, with 
appraisement, all that certain real 
estate in McClain County, Okla-
homa, to wit:

LOT THIRTY-NINE (39) AND 
FORTY (40) OF TWIN SPRING 
ESTATES, BEING A SUBDIVISION 
OF A PART OF THE NORTH HALF 
(N/2) OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 
6 NORTH, RANGE 4 WEST, MC-

CLAIN COUNTY, OKLAHOMA, 
ACCORDING TO THE RECORD-
ED PLAT THEREOF.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 10403 
208th Street, Blanchard, OK 73010

subject to taxes and tax sales, 
said property being duly appraised 
at $85,000.00.

Sale will be made pursuant to an 
Order of Sale issued upon a judg-
ment entered in the District Court 
of McClain County, Oklahoma, in 
Case No. CJ-2021-81, wherein 
U.S. Bank National Association, 
as Trustee for Residential Asset 
Mortgage Products, Inc., Mort-
gage Asset-Backed Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2005-EFC1 is 
Plaintiff and Carlos Vaglienty is/
are Defendant(s) to satisfy said 
judgment in the sum of $69,281.49 
together with interest at 8.4% per 
annum from June 1, 2020, includ-
ing late charges, a reasonable 
attorney’s fee, and all necessary 
funds advanced by said Plaintiff 
accrued or accruing hereafter 
through completion of this action.

The  add resses  o f  t he 
Defendant(s), Carlos Vaglienty and 
Spouse, if any, of Carlos Vaglienty, 
and her/his/their unknown succes-
sors are unknown to the Plaintiff.

WITNESS MY HAND this 13th 
day of December, 2021.

BY: /s/ Landy Offolter
Sheriff

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP
770 NE 63rd St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-6431
(405) 848-1819
Attorneys for Plaintiff
File No. 21-137343

No. 844-December 23-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATES OF HELEN K. STAGGS, 
DECEASED, AND RAYMOND H. 
STAGGS, DECEASED
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2021-94
NOTICE OF HEARING FINAL
ACCOUNT AND PETITION
FOR DETERMINATION OF 
HEIRSHIP DISTRIBUTION

AND DISCHARGE
Notice is hereby given that the 

personal representative of the 
Estates of HELEN K. STAGGS 
AND RAYMOND H. STAGGS, 
deceased, having filed in this 
Court his or her FINAL ACCOUNT 
AND PETITION FOR DETERMINA-
TION OF HEIRS, LEGATEES AND 
DEVISEES, FOR DISTRIBUTION 
AND DISCHARGE the hearing of 
the same has been fixed by the 

No. 849-December 23-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF McCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF CYNTHIA R. BOYD,
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2021-135
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of Cynthia R. 
Boyd, Deceased, Deceased:

All creditors having claims 
against Cynthia R. Boyd, De-
ceased, are required to present 
the same with a description of all 
security interests and other col-
lateral (if any) held by each credi-
tor with respect to such claim, to 
Matthew Kelsey Boyd, Personal 
Representative, at the law office 

of Blevins and Associates Law 
PLLC, 138 W. Main, Purcell, OK 
73080, addressed to James B. 
Blevins,  Jr., February 16, 2022, 
or the same will be forever barred.

DATED this 16th day of Decem-
ber 2021.

/s/ James B. Blevins, Jr.
James B. Blevins, Jr.,

OBA #881
Carrie Kopp, OBA #21731

Blevins and Associates
Law PLLC

138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565
Purcell, OK 73080

Phone: 405-527-7575
Fax: 405-527-7574

Attorney for Personal
Representative

No. 848-December 23-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF GINA LYNN JANWAY,
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2021-136
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of Gina Lynn 
Janway, Deceased:

All creditors having claims 
against Gina Lynn Janway, De-
ceased, are required to present the 
same with a description of all se-
curity interests and other collateral 
(if any) held by each creditor with 
respect to such claim, to Bryant W. 
Martin, Personal Representative, 
at the law office of Blevins & As-

sociates Law, PLLC, 138 W. Main, 
Purcell, OK 73080, addressed to 
James B. Blevins, Jr., attorney for 
the Personal Representative, on or 
before the following presentment 
date:  16th day of February 2022, 
or the same will be forever barred.

DATED this 16th day of Decem-
ber 2021.

/s/ James B. Blevins, Jr.
James B. Blevins, Jr.,

OBA #881
Blevins & Associates

Law, PLLC
138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565

Purcell, Oklahoma 73080
Phone: 405-527-7575

Fax: 405-527-7574
Attorney for Personal

Representative

No. 845-December 23-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF EARL WARREN SHEPHARD, 
Jr., Deceased.

Case No. PB-2020-106
ALIAS NOTICE OF HEARING
FINAL ACCOUNT, PETITION
FOR DETERMINATION OF

HEIRS, DISTRIBUTION
AND DISCHARGE

NOTICE is hereby given that 
Sandra Jean Shephard, Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
EARL WARREN SHEPHARD, 
JR., Deceased, having filed in 
this Court her Final Account of 
the Administration of said estate, 
and her Petition for Distribution of 
said estate and for Final Discharge 
of said Personal Representative, 
the hearing of the same has been 
fixed by the Judge of said Court 

No. 859-December 30-1 Time
Board of McClain County Com-

missioners met in regular session 
on Monday, 12/20/2021 at 8:15 
a.m. in Room 111 of the McClain 
County Courthouse. Chairman 
Glen Murray called the meeting 
to order and led the flag salute. 
County Clerk Deputy Rebekah 
Couch called the roll and those 
present were: Chairman Glen 
Murray and Vice Chairman Wilson 
Lyles, District Three Foreman Joe 
Southern represented Terry Daniel 
who was absent.

Others present were: Assistant 
DA Keaton Haney, Sheriff Landy 
Offolter, Ron Johnson, Mike Clif-
ton, Jackie Wadley, Buzz McDon-
ald and Jan Curry.

Wilson Lyles moved to approve 
the minutes of the meeting on 
12/13/2021, Joe Southern sec-
onded. Vote Aye: Murray, Lyles, 
Southern. Motion carried.

Wilson Lyles moved to approve 
the following maintenance and 
operation claims, seconded by 
Joe Southern. Vote Aye: Murray, 
Lyles, Southern. Motion carried.

CLAIMS FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2021-2022 AS FOLLOWS:

Em Mgmt-ST—36, Oklahoma 
Electric Co-Op, 266.84, Service; 
37, Robbins Ace Of Purcell, 34.06, 
Supplies; 38, Robbins Ace Of 
Purcell, 57.71, Supplies; 39, Quill, 
922.94, Supplies; 40, Quill, 147.97, 
Supplies; 41, Public Service Co Of 
Oklahoma, 49.27, Service; 42, Fu-
elman Of Oklahoma, 43.62, Fuel.

Extension-ST—65, Xpressions, 
311.95, Shirts; 66, OSU Coopera-
tive Extension, 1718.66, Payroll; 
67, OSU Cooperative Extension, 
13303.02, Payroll; 68, Pride Pop-
corn, 66.00, Popcorn; 69, Oriental 
Trading, 273.93, Supplies.

General—707, Cleveland Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, 3222.34, De-
tention Services; 708, Town Of 
Stratford, 2714.80, Service; 709, 
Oklahoma Natural Gas, 99.88, 
Service; 710, Purcell Register, 
193.40, Commissioners Minutes; 
711, Lyon’s Fence, 11932.50, 
Fencing; 712, Classic Paper, 
218.38, Supplies; 713, Rockys 
Professional Plumbing, 655.00, 
Fuel; 714, Suddenlink Commu-
nications, 158.45, Service; 715, 
Tisdal And OHara, 166.80, Legal 
Services; 716, Suddenlink Com-
munications, 157.64, Service; 
717, Finish Line, 7579.50, Fuel; 
718, AT&T Mobility, 1054.45, Ser-
vice; 719, TAG Global Systems, 
11000.00, Television.

General Govt-ST—28, Red 
River Specialties, 70.00, Supplies; 
29, Annie And Lloyd Tree And 
Landscape, 1173.00, Contract 
Labor.

Health—147, Amazon Capital 
Services, 53.35, Supplies; 148, 
Public Service Co Of Oklahoma, 
235.75, Service; 149, CMRS-PB, 
600.00, Postage; 50, Pioneer 
Telephone, 479.87, Service; 151, 
Windstream, 630.07, Service.

Highway—827, Dub Ross, 
2434.61, Pipe; 828, OLG Of Lex-
ington, 592.44, Propane; 829, 
Lindsay Auto And Truck Supply, 
218.77, Supplies; 830, Horinek 
Auto Body, 2401.15, Service; 831, 
P&K Equipment, 201.59, Supplies; 
832, TH Rogers Lumber, 687.35, 
Lumber; 833, Postmaster, 160.00, 
Annual Rent; 834, Blanchard Build-
ing, 101.65, Supplies; 835, Pioneer 
Telephone, 289.70, Service; 836, 
Windstream, 348.81, Service; 837, 
Bruckners, 267.00, Supplies; 838, 
Gill Express Truck Wash, 290.00, 
Service; 839, Oklahoma Natural 
Gas, 299.28, Service; 840, Webb 
Oil, 340.00, Service; 841, Webb 
Oil, 90.00, Service; 842, Webb Oil, 

90.00, Service; 843, Warren CAT, 
546.32, Supplies; 844, D&D Truck 
Sales, 24600.00, Freightliner; 
845, James Supply And Rental, 
1122.00, Lease; 46, Oklahoma 
Natural Gas, 218.73, Service; 847, 
P&K Equipment, 152.14, Supplies; 
848, Purcell Public Works, 446.22, 
Service; 849, River Steel, 75.13, 
Supplies; 850, United Ag & Turf, 
638.20, Supplies; 851, Drennan 
Electric, , 220.00, Service; 852, 
P&K Equipment, 3785.40, Equip-
ment; 853, Midwest Hose And 
Specialty, 139.23, Service; 854, 
Cintas, 215.46, Service; 855, 
P&K Equipment, 224.26, Parts & 
Supplies; 856, WW Tire, 25.00, 
Tires & Tubes/Service & Supplies; 
857, James Supply And Rental, 
6.60, Supplies; 858, TH Rogers 
Lumber, 25.13, Supplies; 859, WW 
Tire, 57.85, Tires & Tubes/Service 
& Supplies; 860, Dolese Bros, 
3879.49, Chips & Rock.

Rental of County Property - 
Expo—91, Oklahoma Natural Gas, 
336.15, Service; 92, Oklahoma 
Natural Gas, 24.48, Service.

Rural Fire-ST—112, OLG Of 
Lexington, 375.36, Propane.

Sheriff Commissary—32, Pur-
cell Eye Clinic, 148.75, Service.

Sheriff Service Fee—137, WW 
Tire, 939.60, Tires & Tubes/Service 
& Supplies; 138, WW Tire, 459.80, 
Tires; 139, ImageNet Consulting, 
268.41, Service; 140, Offolter, 
Landy D., 95.20, Travel.

SR Cit-ST—198, Town Of 
Dibble, 300.00, Rent; 199, Pioneer 
Telephone, 127.36, Service; 200, 
Ben E Keith, 1755.85, Supplies; 
201, Oklahoma Natural Gas, 
186.73, Service; 202, Classic Pa-
per, 394.62, Supplies; 203, Pioneer 
Telephone, 101.16, Service.

Trash Cop—27, Finish Line, 
41.61, Fuel.

Wilson Lyles moved to approve 
Blanket Purchase Orders as on file 
in County Clerk’s Office, seconded 
by Joe Southern. Vote Aye: Murray, 
Lyles, Southern. Motion carried.

Wilson Lyles moved, Joe South-
ern seconded to approve the fol-
lowing Transfer of Appropriations: 
Rural Fire-ST, $10,000.00 from 
1321-2-8203-2005 to 1321-2-
8203-4110. Vote Aye: Murray, 
Lyles, Southern. Motion carried.

Wilson Lyles moved, Joe South-
ern seconded to approve the 
following road crossing permit: 
Bluefin Water Solutions LLC, 
starting in Section 2, T5N4W and 
ending in Section 3, T5N4W in 
District Two. Vote Aye: Murray, 
Lyles, Southern. Motion carried.

Wilson Lyles moved to ap-
prove LaTina Austin and Vickie 
Kirkland as Receiving Officers for 
Blanchard Senior Citizens, Joe 
Southern seconded. Vote Aye: 
Murray, Lyles, Southern. Motion 
carried.

Wilson Lyles moved to approve 
Natalie Dixon and Glenna McEl-
hany as Requestioning Officers 
for the Health Department, Joe 
Southern seconded. Vote Aye: 
Murray, Lyles, Southern. Motion 
carried.

Wilson Lyles moved, Joe South-
ern seconded to approve of the 
following Resolutions to Dispose 
of Equipment: District One: 
D1-404.9, 1981 Lincoln Welder/
Trailer built & attached trailer 
built to it & attached, serial #A-
955240, $2,000.00, acquired on 
1/5/2009 from Bob Palmer, Pauls 
Valley, OK, transferred to McClain 
County  Expo Center; District 
Two: D2-348.021, 2000 25’ flat-
bed trailer w/pintle hitch central, 
serial #5NCPD2526YC000561, 
$5,000.00 acquired on 1/9/2008 
from Goldsby Water Authority, 

Goldsby, OK, sold at auction for 
$4,600.00 to Michael R. King, 
46653 Audrain Rd 620, Wellsville, 
MO 63384. Vote Aye: Murray, 
Lyles, Southern. Motion carried.

Wilson Lyles moved, Joe South-
ern seconded to approve of 
Resolution No. 22-2021-2022 for 
donation of monetary funds to the 
McClain County DARE Program. 
Vote Aye: Murray, Lyles, Southern. 
Motion carried.

Glen Murray moved, Joe South-
ern seconded to approve to 
change the jail elevator process 
from key entry to keyfob entry, 
payable through General Funds 
not to exceed $5,000.00. Vote 
Aye: Murray, Lyles, Southern. 
Motion carried.

Wilson Lyles moved, Joe South-
ern seconded to accept and award 
the following Six Month Bids as 
listed with complete bids on file 
in the County Clerk’s Office: Vote 
Aye: Murray, Lyles, Southern. Mo-
tion carried.

Only Bidders:
Hanson Aggregates was award-

ed Rhyolite Chips & Rock.
TJ Campbell was awarded 

Crushed Concrete.
Dub Ross was awarded Corru-

gated Steel Pipe Arch 2-2/3x1/2” 
Corrugation-Spiral & Aluminized, 
Round Corrugated Steel Pipe 
2-2/3x1/2” Corrugated-Spiral & 
Aluminized.

Railroad Yard was awarded New 
& Used Channel & Angle Iron, and 
New Steel Pipe.

Low Bids:
SWH Construction was award-

ed Asphalt Laid In Place, other 
bidders were Haskell Lemon and 
Silver Star Construction.

Ergon was awarded Asphalt 
Emulsion, other bidders were 
Vance Bros., Wright Asphalt and 
Coastal.

Sunbelt was awarded New & 
Used I-WF Beams and H-Beams, 
other bidder was Railroad Yard.

Core & Main was awarded 
Corrugated Polypropylene Pipe, 
other bidders were Dub Ross and 
Railroad Yard.

Due to Availability, high quality, 
able to provide all materials, and/
or location:

LA Jacobson and Dolese were 
awarded Concrete, no other bid-
ders.

Railroad Yard and Sunbelt were 
awarded Bridge Decking and In-
terlocking Sheet Piling, no other 
bidders.

Dub Ross and Warren CAT were 
awarded Grader Blades, other 
bidder was Kirby Smith.

Frontier Material Co., T&C 
Asphalt Materials and Logan Co. 
Asphalt Co. were awarded All 
Weather Asphalt

Patching Material, other bidders 
were Pavers, Inc., and Asphalt 
Producers, Inc.

Haskell Lemon and Frontier Ma-
terials Co. were awarded Hot Mix/
Hot Laid Asphalt, other bidders 
were Paving Materials Southern 
OK, Pavers Inc, Paving Materials, 
and TJ Campbell.

Core & Main and Dub Ross were 
awarded Corrugated HDPE Pipe 
High-Density Polyethylene, other 
bidder was Railroad Yard.

Dub Ross and Railroad Yard 
were awarded Corrugated High 
Density Polyethylene Tinhorns, 
no other bidders.

Railroad Yard and Sunbelt were 
awarded Used Steel Pipe, no other 
bidders.

*Martin Marietta (Davis) and 
Martin Marietta (Washita) were 
awarded Limestone Chips & Rock, 
other bidder was Ada Aggregates. 
*This bid was awarded, however 
with the possibility of re-bidding 
after January 1, 2022 due to ad-
dition of another item to be added 
to the Limestone Chips & Rock.

With no further business, Wil-
son Lyles moved to adjourn, Joe 
Southern seconded. Vote Aye: 
Murray, Lyles, Southern. Motion 
carried.

Attest:
McCLAIN COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Glen Murray, Chairman

Wilson Lyles, Vice Chairman
Terry Daniel, Member

Attest:
Pam Beller
County Clerk

for 9:30 o’clock a.m., on the 6th 
day of January, 2022, before Judge 
Charles Gray in his chambers in 
the McClain County Courthouse 
in Purcell, Oklahoma, and all per-
sons interested in said estate are 
notified then and there to appear 
and show cause, if any they have, 
why the said account should not 
be settled and allowed, the heirs 
of EARL WARREN SHEPHARD, 
JR., Deceased, determined, said 
estate distributed, and the Per-
sonal Representative discharged.

WITNESS MY HAND this 15th 
day of December, 2021.

CHARLES GRAY
ASSOCIATE

DISTRICT JUDGE
Judge of the District Court

/s/ Bill C. Lester
BILL C. LESTER (OBA #5389)
212 West Main - P.O. Box 1407
Purcell, OK 73080
(405) 527-5623

undersigned Judge of said court 
for 9:30 oclock a.m. on January 
6, 2022, at the Courtroom of the 
undersigned Judge in the County 
Courthouse of McCLAIN County, 
PURCELL, Oklahoma, and all per-
sons interested in said estate are 
notified then and there to appear 
and show cause, if any they have, 
why the said account should not 
be settled and allowed, the heirs, 
legatees, and devisees deter-
mined, said estate distributed and 
the Representative discharged.

Witness my hand this 8th day 
of December, 2021.

/s/ Charles N. Gray
JUDGE

FRANKENBERG LAW FIRM
DON FRANKENBERG OBA 

#3095
502 S. MAIN 
LINDSAY,OK 73052
PHONE (405)756-2000
FAX (405) 756-4316
ATTORNEYS FOR ESTATE

No. 861-December 30-1 Time
DISTRICT COURT OF
MCCLAIN COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
IN RE: The name of:
Tracie Villines

CV-21-187
NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
CHANGE ON PETITION

TO CHANGE NAME
TO: All interested parties.
Take notice that Tracie Villines 

has petitioned to change his/her 
name to Tracie Lynn Villines.

A Hearing on said petition is set 
for 9:30 o’clock A.M. on the 13th 
day of January, 2022, before Judge 
Gray at 9:30 o:clock in his/her 
courtroom in the McClain County 
Courthouse. Should you know of 
some reason why this change of 
name should not be allowed you 
must file a written protest in the 
above styled and numbered cause 
prior to the above date with the 
Clerk of this Court. Should you fail 
to do so, the petition for change of 
name will be granted as prayed.

COURT CLERK
/s/ Amy Gray
By: DEPUTY

(SEAL)
/s/ Tracie Villines
Tracie Villines
1081 SE 17th Street
Newcastle, OK 73065
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Classifieds
The

Purcell Register

ZONES: CENTRAL
for week of  DECEMBER 26, 2021
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan122621) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Preview Day December 22, 12 pm-3 pm

6100 S. Bryant, OKC, OK       

3500 Chevy pickup, trailers, land leveler, weld-
ers, engines, Boat dock & supplies, electrical 
tools, lots of hand tools, guns, office furniture and 
shelving.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com

KEN CARPENTER 
AUCTION & REALTY LLC

Aaron Owens 405-229-2973

3500 Chevy pickup, trailers, land leveler, welders, engines, 
Boat dock & supplies, electrical tools, lots of hand tools, 
guns, office furniture and shelving.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Preview Day December 22, 12 pm-3 pm

6100 S. Bryant, OKC, OK       

KEN CARPENTER 
AUCTION & REALTY LLC

Aaron Owens 405-229-2973

TWO ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS
BOTH AUCTIONS HELD AT:

DAKIL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 
200 NW 114TH ST, OKC

Can’t make it to the auction bid live on-line at WWW.DAKIL.COM

OILFIELD & HEAVY HAULING
TRUCKS*TRAILERS

THURS. JAN. 13TH AT 10:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  4901 S. ROCKWELL AVE, OKLA. CITY  

Inspection:  Wed. Jan. 12th from 8:00 AM To 5:00 PM
and Starting at 8:00 AM Day of Auction

SYNERGY HDD, INC. 
DRILLING & BORING * UNDERGROUND UTILITY * WIND ENERGY *  

TRENCHING * EXCAVATING * BULL DOZING * SEMI’S * PICK-UPS * TRAILERS

THURS. JAN. 20TH AT 9:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  110 S. WALBAUM RD, CALUMET, OKLAHOMA

(Off I-40 take Exit 108, Just N. of I-40)
Inspection:  Mon. Jan. 17th, Tues. Jan. 18th & Wed. Jan. 19th from  

8:00 AM To 5:00 PM Each Day and Starting at 8:00 AM Day of Auction.

SEE WEB SITE FOR DETAILED LISTING & PICTURES
BUYERS PREMIUM WILL APPLY

AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179

www.dakil.com

TWO ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS
BOTH AUCTIONS HELD AT:

DAKIL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 
200 NW 114TH ST, OKC

Can’t make it to the auction bid live on-line at WWW.DAKIL.COM
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AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179
www.dakil.comDakilDakil

ZONES: CENTRAL
for week of  DECEMBER 26, 2021
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan122621) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Preview Day December 22, 12 pm-3 pm

6100 S. Bryant, OKC, OK       

3500 Chevy pickup, trailers, land leveler, weld-
ers, engines, Boat dock & supplies, electrical 
tools, lots of hand tools, guns, office furniture and 
shelving.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com

KEN CARPENTER 
AUCTION & REALTY LLC

Aaron Owens 405-229-2973

3500 Chevy pickup, trailers, land leveler, welders, engines, 
Boat dock & supplies, electrical tools, lots of hand tools, 
guns, office furniture and shelving.

See www.KenCarpenterAuction.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Preview Day December 22, 12 pm-3 pm

6100 S. Bryant, OKC, OK       

KEN CARPENTER 
AUCTION & REALTY LLC

Aaron Owens 405-229-2973

TWO ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS
BOTH AUCTIONS HELD AT:

DAKIL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 
200 NW 114TH ST, OKC

Can’t make it to the auction bid live on-line at WWW.DAKIL.COM

OILFIELD & HEAVY HAULING
TRUCKS*TRAILERS

THURS. JAN. 13TH AT 10:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  4901 S. ROCKWELL AVE, OKLA. CITY  

Inspection:  Wed. Jan. 12th from 8:00 AM To 5:00 PM
and Starting at 8:00 AM Day of Auction

SYNERGY HDD, INC. 
DRILLING & BORING * UNDERGROUND UTILITY * WIND ENERGY *  

TRENCHING * EXCAVATING * BULL DOZING * SEMI’S * PICK-UPS * TRAILERS

THURS. JAN. 20TH AT 9:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  110 S. WALBAUM RD, CALUMET, OKLAHOMA

(Off I-40 take Exit 108, Just N. of I-40)
Inspection:  Mon. Jan. 17th, Tues. Jan. 18th & Wed. Jan. 19th from  

8:00 AM To 5:00 PM Each Day and Starting at 8:00 AM Day of Auction.

SEE WEB SITE FOR DETAILED LISTING & PICTURES
BUYERS PREMIUM WILL APPLY

AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179

www.dakil.com

TWO ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS
BOTH AUCTIONS HELD AT:

DAKIL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 
200 NW 114TH ST, OKC

Can’t make it to the auction bid live on-line at WWW.DAKIL.COM

OILFIELD & HEAVY HAULING
TRUCKS*TRAILERS

THURS. JAN. 13TH AT 10:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  4901 S. ROCKWELL AVE, OKLA. CITY  

Inspection:  Wed. Jan. 12th from 8:00 AM To 5:00 PM
and Starting at 8:00 AM Day of Auction

SYNERGY HDD, INC. 
DRILLING & BORING * UNDERGROUND UTILITY * WIND ENERGY *  

TRENCHING * EXCAVATING * BULL DOZING * SEMI’S * PICK-UPS * TRAILERS

THURS. JAN. 20TH AT 9:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  110 S. WALBAUM RD, CALUMET, OKLAHOMA

(Off I-40 take Exit 108, Just N. of I-40)
Inspection:  Mon. Jan. 17th, Tues. Jan. 18th & Wed. Jan. 19th from  

8:00 AM To 5:00 PM Each Day and Starting at 8:00 AM Day of Auction.

SEE WEB SITE FOR DETAILED LISTING & PICTURES
BUYERS PREMIUM WILL APPLY

AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179
www.dakil.comDakilDakil

TRADE OUT LOVELY WELL-LOCATED CUSTOM- 
BUILT HOME PLUS MODEST SALARY

FOR PART-TIME HELP & MGMT.
Home over 1,700 sq. ft. • 1506 Green Avenue

VEHICLE PROVIDED • NO SMOKING in home or vehicle
Duties average 20-30 hours per week related to:

•	 Large	local	property,	GVF	Living	Laboratory	(3500	Acres)
•	 with	multiple	homes	and	outbuildings
•	 Security	and	oversight
•	 Light	hands-on	maintenance	and	repair
•	 Supervision	of	repair,	maintenance,	construction	and	remodeling
•	 Feeding	horses	(daily)
•	 Start	and	briefly	drive	vehicles	weekly

QUALIFICATIONS MUST INCLUDE:
your	own	health	insurance,	supplemental	retirement	income,	good	credit	and	good	references

Please send thorough and updated resume by fax to 405-527-0104 or 
email to gvfoffice@mpactsquared.com and Call 405-990-0452

A full background/credit check will be completed

Duties incluDe:
Answering 911 calls and other business  

line calls to determine priority & response. 
Ability to communicate effectively. 

Operate computer aided dispatch system.
Other jOb respOnsibilities as assigned.

Help Wanted
The City of Purcell
is taking applications for

911 
dispatcher

an application can be completed online at purcellOK.gov
or a copy picked up at City Hall and submitted to Human Resources.

Applicant must be able to pass a drug screen and background check.  

Licensed 
Practical Nurse 

needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.

Flex position.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Licensed Practical 
Nurse needed

at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.
FT night shift. Experience preferred.
LMH pays 100% medical, dental and vision 

insurance premiums.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Registered 
Nurse needed

at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.
Flex position.

Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Farm Help 
Needed!

Part-time to full-time 
depending on season.

Call 405-527-2579

• Mowing • Weed Eating
• Feeding Livestock
• Mechanical Work

Looking for retired 
individual for work 
in hotshot business

We have and need good 
people (character).

If interested call Robert at 

405-207-7242

seedlings growing indoors 
under artificial lights.

Your plants will be ready to 
move into the garden at the 
normal planting time. Just 
open the lids, harden off the 
plants and move them into 
the garden. 

 Myers is the author of more 
than 20 gardening books, 
including Small Space Gar-

From page 5B

Seeds: 

claimed the life of a MATC 
student from Newcastle, Lydia 
Bledsoe.

Purcell Police cracked a 
cell phone scam at the local 
Walmart.

Applications were being 
taken for Leadership Oklahoma 
Class 35.

Floyd Milton Pugh, 81, died 
December 17.

Audra Nicole “Nikki” Ray, 
46 of Lexington died Decem-
ber 14.

Marilyn Ellis, 83, of Purcell 
died December 17.

Lynne Rene Readis Mont-
gomery, 64, died December 16.

Eddie W. Sullivan, 74, of 
Goldsby died December 18.

From page 6B

Review: 
Sterling “Sonny” D. Price, 73, 

of Purcell, died December 16.
Izzy Pack and Cilee Turner 

both won their weight divi-
sions in a Lexington wrestling 
tournament..

Lexington’s Bulldogs clob-
bered Davis 81-41 in basket-
ball.

Purcell’s Dragons topped 
Lindsay 54-45 led by Malachi 
Evans with 18 points.

Washington Middle School 
Principal Justin Mann was an 
Elf on a Shelf on top of his 
building.

Terry McCaskill, 71, of Pur-
cell died December 24.

Ramona Vaughn, 84, of Pur-
cell, died December 27.

dening.
She hosts The Great Courses 

“How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-
syndicated “Melinda’s Garden 
Moment” TV & radio program.

Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and her 
web site is www.MelindaMy-
ers.com.

No. 855-December 30-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF McCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF RAMONA JOANN WILBUR,
Deceased,

Case No. PB-21-151
COMBINED NOTICE TO

CREDITORS AND NOTICE
OF HEARING FINAL

ACCOUNT AND PETITION
FOR DISTRIBUTION
AND DISCHARGE

To: All persons interest in the 
Estate of Ramona JoAnn Wilbur, 
Deceased

You are hereby notified that on 
the 21st day of December 2021, 
the Petitioner, KaSheena Wilbur, 
filed in the District Court of McClain 
County a Petition for Summary 
Administration and Appointment 
of Special Administrator.

The Petitioner has alleged that 
Ramona JoAnn Wilbur, Deceased, 
1375 S Grant St in Crawfordsville, 
IN 47933, died intestate on June 
24, 2021, domiciled in and residing 
in the State of Indiana. Petitioner 
has asked this Court for summary 
proceedings pursuant to 58 O.S. 
245, et seq.

The names, addresses of the 
administrator and heirs at law of 
Decedent at the time of her death, 
so far as known to the Petitioner 
are:  

Terry Wilbur,  c/o James B. 
Blevins, Jr., 138 W. Main/P.O. Box 
1565, Purcell, OK 73080

KaSheena Wilbur, c/o James B. 
Blevins, Jr., 138 W. Main/P.O. Box 
1565, Purcell, OK 73080

The value of the Estate of De-
cedent is less than $200,000.00.

In an Order for Combined Notice 
entered on the 21st day of Decem-
ber 2021, the Court found that it 
should dispense with the regular 
estate proceedings prescribed by 
law and order notice to creditors 
and issue an order for hearing 
upon the Petition for Summary 
Administration and Appointment 
of Special Administrator, the final 
accounting, and petition for de-
termination of heirs, devisees and 
legatees, and distribution.

Pursuant to the Order for Com-
bined Notice, all creditors having 
claims against Ramona JoAnn 
Wilbur, Deceased, are required to 
present the same with a descrip-

tion of all security interests and 
other collateral (if any) held by 
each creditor with respect to such 
claim, to KaSheena Wilbur, Special 
Administrator, at the law offices of 
Blevins & Associates Law, PLLC, 
138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565, 
Purcell, OK 73080, addressed to 
James B. Blevins, Jr., attorney for 
the Special Administrator, on or 
before the following presentment 
date: January 21, 2022 or the same 
will be forever barred.

Notice is also hereby given that 
a hearing will be held on March 3, 
2022  at 9:30 a.m. at the McClain 
County Courthouse, in Purcell, 
McClain County, Oklahoma, 
before Judge Charles Gray.  At 
the hearing the Court will decide 
whether to approve the Petition 
for Summary Administration and 
petition for determination of heirs 
and distribution of property of 
the Decedent. The final account 
and petition for determination of 
heirs, devisees and legatees and 
distribution will be filed herein on 
or before the 28th day of January 
2022.

You are hereby advised that you 
must file objections to the Petition 
for Summary Administration and 
the final account and petition for 
determination of heirs and distri-
bution at any time before the date 
of the final hearing and send a copy 
to the Petitioner in care of her at-
torney, James B. Blevins, Jr., 138 
W Main/P.O. Box 1565, Purcell, 
OK 73080, or you will be deemed 
to have waived any objections.   If 
you have no objections, you need 
not appear at the hearing or make 
any filings with the Court.

If an objection is filed before 
the final hearing, the Court will 
determine at the hearing whether 
summary proceedings are appro-
priate and, if so, whether the estate 
will be distributed and to whom the 
estate will be distributed.

/s/ James B. Blevins, Jr.
James B. Blevins, Jr.,

OBA #881
Carrie Kopp, OBA #21731

Blevins & Associates
Law, PLLC

138 W. Main/P.O. Box 1565
Purcell, Oklahoma 73080

Phone: 405-527-7575
Fax: 405-527-7574

Attorney for Petitioner

No. 856-December 30-1 Time
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF E. NEWTON MITCHELL, SR., 
Deceased.

Case No. PB-2021-152
NOTICE OF HEARING

PETITION FOR PROBATE
OF WILL, APPOINTMENT

OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND

DETERMINATION OF HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND LEGATEES
NOTICE is hereby given to all 

persons interested in the Estate 
of E. NEWTON MITCHELL, SR., 
Deceased, that on the 22nd day 
of December, 2021, E. Newton 
Mitchell, Jr. produced in the 
District Court of McClain County, 
Oklahoma, an instrument in writing 
purporting to be the Last Will and 
Testament of E. NEWTON MITCH-
ELL, SR., deceased, and also filed 
in said Court his Petition, together 
with a copy of said Will praying 
for the probate of the Will and 
asking that Letters Testamentary 
issue to E. Newton Mitchell, Jr. 

as Personal Representative and 
for a judicial determination of the 
heirs, devisees and legatees of 
said Decedent.

Pursuant to an Order of this 
Court made on the 22nd day of 
December, 2021, notice is hereby 
given that on the 20th day of Janu-
ary, 2022, at 9:30 o’clock a.m., 
the Petition will be heard before 
the Honorable Judge Charles 
Gray, in his chambers in the Mc-
Clain County Courthouse, Purcell, 
Oklahoma, when and where all 
persons interested may appear 
and contest the same.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand this 
22nd day of December, 2021.

CHARLES GRAY
ASSOCIATE

DISTRICT JUDGE
Judge of the District Court

/s/ Bill C. Lester
Bill C. LESTER (OBA #5389)
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative
212 West Main - P.O. Box 1407
Purcell, OK 73080
(405) 527-5623

No. 857-December 30-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

In the Matter of the Estates of 
William Jack Stephens, deceased, 
Joan Beulah Stephens, deceased

Case No.  PB-21-150
COMBINED NOTICE TO

CREDITORS AND
NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: All persons interested in 
the Estates of William Jack Ste-
phens and Joan Beulah Stephens 
deceased:

You are hereby notified that on 
about this 20th day of Decem-
ber, 2021, Petitioner, Catherine 
Stephens Slingsby, filed in the 
District Court of McClain, State 
of Oklahoma a PETITION FOR 
ADMISSION OF WILL INTO PRO-
BATE AND APPOINTMENT OF   
(hereinafter referred to as the “Peti-
tion”)  wherein it is alleged that:

William Jack Stephens age 73 
died intestate on about October 
2, 2007 and was a resident of Or-
angevale, California. Joan Beulah 

Stephens age 78 died on about 
November 15, 2013 and was a resi-
dent of Orangevale. She signed 
a Last Will and Testament dated 
10/11/2007 which was validly 
executed according to the laws of 
the state of California where the 
decedent was domiciled at that 
time. The Petitioner has asked 
that this Court to order summary 
proceedings pursuant to 58 O.S. § 
245, et seq. and that the estates be 
combined into one case pursuant 
to 58 O.S. § 714. 

In an Order for Combined Notice 
entered herein, the Court found 
that it should dispense with the 
regular estate proceedings pre-
scribed by law and order notice 
to creditors and issue an order 
for hearing upon the Petition, and 
“Final Accounting and Petition for 
Determination of Heirs, Legatees 
and Devisees and Distribution”.

Pursuant to the Order for Com-
bined Notice, all creditors having 
claims against William Jack Ste-
phens and Joan Beulah Stephens 
deceased, are required to present 

same, with a description of all 
security interest and other collat-
eral, if any, held by each creditor 
with respect to such claim, to the 
Petitioner, Catherine Stephens 
Slingsby, in care of Richard Win-
blad, 102 E. Thatcher St., Edmond, 
Oklahoma 73034, on or before 30 
days of this notice or the same will 
be forever barred.

Notice is hereby given that a 
hearing will be held on March 3, 
2022 at 9:30 a.m. before Associate 
District Judge Charles Gray in the 
District Court of McClain County in 
Purcell in the said Judge’s Court-
room or the Judge to whom this 
cause is assigned on said hearing 
date.  At the hearing the Court will 
decide whether to approve the 
Petition and final inventory and 
accounting and petition for deter-
mination of heirs, and distribution.

You are hereby advised that you 
must file objections to the Petition 
and the final account and petition 
for determination of heirs, legatees 
and devisees and distribution 
at least ten (10) days before the 

hearing and send a copy to the 
Petitioner’s attorney or you will be 
deemed to have waived any objec-
tions. If you have no objections, 
you need not appear at the hearing 
or make any filings with the Court.

If an objection is filed at least 
ten (10) days before the hearing, 
the Court will determine at the 
hearing whether the will attached 
to the petition shall be admitted 
to probate, whether summary 
proceedings are appropriate and, 
if so, whether the estate will be 
distributed and to whom the estate 
will be distributed.

Date: 12-20-21
CHARLES GRAY

ASSOCIATE
DISTRICT JUDGE

Associate District Judge
Charles Gray

By: /s/ Richard Winblad
Richard Winblad, OBA # 14457
Winblad Law PLLC
102 E. Thatcher St.
Edmond, OK  73034
405.696.0422
Attorney for the Petitioner

LPXLP

No. 858-December 30-2 Times
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF MCCLAIN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF:
PHYLLIS JEAN YARNOLD, de-
ceased.

Case No. PB-2021-125
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO THE CREDITORS OF THE 
ABOVE NAMED DECEDENT:

All creditors having claims 
against PHYLLIS JEAN YAR-
NOLD, deceased, are required 
to present the same, with a de-
scription of all security interests 
and other collateral, if any, held 
by each creditor with respect to 
such claim, to Patsy Atterberry, 
Personal Representative of the 

above mentioned estate at the law 
office of Greg Dixon, 108 N 2nd 
Ave., Purcell, Oklahoma 73080, 
or Kristel Gray, McCIain County 
Court Clerk, 121 N. 2nd Ave., 
Ste. 231, Purcell, OK 73080, on or 
before the following presentment 
date: March 1, 2022, or the same 
will be forever barred.

Dated this 22nd day of Decem-
ber 2021.

PATSY ATTERBERRY
Personal Representative
By: /s/ Patsy Atterberry

Greg Dixon, OBA #16492
NICHOLS I DIXON, PLLC

108 N 2nd Ave.
Purcell, OK 73080

405-527-5888 Phone
greg@nicholsdixon.com

Attorney for Personal
Representative

No. 860-December 30-1 Time
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 
filing time for three members, 
one from each Commissioner’s 
District for Office Three, to serve 
for a three (3) year term to the 
McClain County Fair Board will be 
from January 10 through January 
14, 2022 at the McClain County 
Clerk’s Office during the office 
hours of 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
each day. Only registered voters 
of the county are eligible to file 
as a candidate. The person must 

reside in the Commissioners Dis-
trict they seek to represent. If more 
than one candidate files for Office 
Three in each district an election 
of the candidates will be held 
at the Wayne Agriculture Barn, 
Washington Agriculture Barn and 
the Blanchard Agriculture Barn on 
Thursday, February 3, 2022 from 
3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

SEAL
DATE: 12/27/2021
/s/ Pam Beller
Pam Beller
McClain County Clerk

purcellregister.com
Visit us at:

Help Wanted
City of Purcell
Accepting Applications 

for the Water Dept.
F/T Water Tech I

Interested applicants may pick up an application at
City Hall, 230 W. Main, Purcell, OK
or applicant may apply online at www.purcellok.gov

THE CITY OF PURCELL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised therein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or discrimination.

We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal opportunity basis.
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Classifieds
The

Purcell Register

405-527-2126
purcellregister.com/classifieds

$11.00 up to 40 words, 20¢ per word after
DEADLINE: 11 a.m. on Tuesday

Your Brand for Real Estate

MusgraveOk.com
Wonderful ranches, great lands, residential, and 
commercial in and around central Oklahoma.

Please visit our website or our office for a complete list 
including photos and all contact info. We look forward 

to helping you buy or sell your real estate property.

Email: caleb@musgraveok.com

407 W. Main
Purcell, OK 73080

405-527-9230 405-527-5638
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Let our team of full-time professional realtors 
help you with your most important investment.

LandAndRanchesOK.com

Joell Gray
620-4651

Wayne Lewis
760-7757

Lonnie Gilley
926-7140

Ashley Webster
996-6749

Donelda Ellis
830-1317

Ted Idleman
623-2896

Reneé Barnes
659-7335

Regena McNatt
659-7620

Jana Hoffman
313-2008

Real Estate
MusgravE

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location
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STEEL BUILDINGS
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“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

www.barkersteelbuildings.com
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Blanchard, OK
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farm · commercial · residential

“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

www.barkersteelbuildings.com

Our buildings are built 
with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel 
sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock 
gussets. Insulated models 
have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  
All sizes and doors 
available. Before you buy...
compare,and you’ll buy a 
Barker Steel Building.
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package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x10’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x8’ Commercial door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

Call for quote

STEEL BUILDINGS
Blanchard, OK

405-596-5566

farm · commercial · residential
“Quality At Prices You Can Afford”

Our buildings are built with 40 yr. 26 ga. R-Panel sheet metal, full trim 
package, 16” windlock gussets.  Insulated models have R-10 rated 3” white 
vinyl commercial insulation.  All sizes and doors available. Before you buy...

compare,and you’ll buy a Barker Steel Building.

VOTED “BEST SOLELY OWNED BODY SHOP” BY STATE FARM

$18,99500

30’ x 50’ x 12’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 12’x12’ Commercial Rollup door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

$15,99500

30’ x 40’ x 10’ walls
4 4” 3500 lb Floor w/ Fiber mesh
4 24” Pier holes w/rebar
4 26 Ga. Color R-Panel 40 yr.
4 Color eave trim
4 1- 10’x10’ Commercial Rollup door
4 1-3’ Walk-in door
4 Turn Key on your Location

Jim West
Broker Associatewww.jimwest.realtor

405-760-7849

Office
405-366-7707

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Find Your Next Home at www.jimwest.realtor
Text or Call me at 405-760-7849 to get your property on the market

Happy New Year!

 Homes 
I NEED YOUR WASHINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT HOME TO LIST! CALL ME TODAY.
811 Brookside Dr., Purcell, Wee Addition 2806 sq ft 3BR/2.1BA/2Car GA $257,000
815 N. Santa Fe Ave., Purcell 1111 sq ft 3BR/1BA $89,900

 Land 
40 Acres 201st & Eastern Ave., Washington S.D. $395,000

 Commercial 
13.36 Acres zoned C-3 next to Holiday Inn on 9th road frontage and across the street from Gizmo 
Storage on SH77 road frontage. $825,000

Sold
Sold

Call or email for Listings Available in your Area.
405-249-2810

Deborah Allison
REAL ESTATE LLC.

Residential, Land, Ranch and Commercial

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

www.DeborahAllisonRealEstate.com

www.cbheart.com

two locations to serve you
1800 north Green, Purcell, oK

527-3012
Than Maynard, Broker

719 24th avenue sw, norman, oK

366-9600
Nancy Maynard, Broker

Each office is independently owned and operated
residential - acreages & land - new Homes

Farms & ranches - commercially Zoned

Your Perfect PartnerSM

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All properties Are on oKC Multi-list systeM (Mls).

tHan Maynard Broker

990-8862
tony cHristian

615-8871
BoB dicKsion

830-1473
ronnie Maynard Office Manager

659-8217

WANTED
1,000 ACRES 

OR MORE
Close to Purcell or Lexington
 Green Valley Farms
(405) 990-0452

DJ Trailers & Truck BeDs
Truck Beds, Truck Accessories, Services, Parts, & Repairs

3 Mi. E. of Wayne on Hwy. 59
405-449-3535

Ross’ Lawn
Service

• Complete Lawn Maintenance
• Weed Control
• Fall Cleanup

• Deck/Fence Preservation

Residential and Commercial
Call Ross Shore @

306-1928

Annie & Lloyd
Tree & Landscape Service
• Tree & shrub 

trimming
• Tree removal
• Stump grinding
• Landscaping
• Sodding

Free Estimates Insured

527-7731

• Concrete Work
• Bucket Truck
• Painting
• Fencing
• Roofing
• Construction

405.243.4599 LIC #9338

Wishing you  
all Happy Holidays 
filled with good 
times, good friends 
and good memories.

Happy Holidays

THIS COPY ONLY FOR THE WEEK OF  
December 26-January 1 – (ocan122621) 

Please choose the copy below that best fits your ONE column width. Thank you.

1.5” X 8.6” 1.66” X 8.5”

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, ban-
jos, mandolins, etc. Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, oth-
ers. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

MANGE MEDICINE
USE HAPPY JACK® mange medi-
cine to treat horse mane dandruff 
& lice. At Orscheln Farm & Home. 
(www.fleabeacon.com)

FREON WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 148 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

MANGE MEDICINE
USE HAPPY JACK® mange medicine 
to treat horse mane dandruff & lice. At 
Orscheln Farm & Home. (www.fleabea-
con.com)

FREON WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it matters most 
– IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We 
can place your ad in 148 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

.

WANTED 
 10 HOMES

CALL NOW!
888-878-6443

NEEDING  
METAL ROOFS  
SIDING OR WINDOWS

We are opening a 
branch office and will be 
using these homes for  
advertising purposes. 

ONLY $69/mo*
SAVE HUNDREDS 
NO MONEY DOWN  
 Senior/Military Discounts. *wac
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METAL ROOFS  
SIDING OR WINDOWS
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We are opening a 
branch office and will be 
using these homes for  
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SAVE HUNDREDS 
NO MONEY DOWN  
Senior/Military Discounts. *wac
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NEEDING  
METAL ROOFS  
SIDING OR WINDOWS

We are opening a 
branch office and will be 
using these homes for  
advertising purposes. 

ONLY $69/mo*
SAVE HUNDREDS 
NO MONEY DOWN  
 Senior/Military Discounts. *wac

WANTED 
 10 HOMES
NEEDING  
METAL ROOFS  
SIDING OR WINDOWS

CALL NOW!
888-878-6443

We are opening a 
branch office and will be 
using these homes for  
advertising purposes. 

ONLY $69/mo*
SAVE HUNDREDS 
NO MONEY DOWN  
Senior/Military Discounts. *wac

The Town of 
Maysville 

is accepting applications for 
full and/or part time

Maintenance 
Worker

Prefer with Class C Water License and 
Class D Wastewater License.

Must have a valid driving license. Must 
pass background check and drug test.

Applications may be picked up at the 
Maysville Town Hall 

Monday to Friday, 8 am to 4:30 pm
510 Main Street, Maysville, OK 73057, 
or call 405-867-5850 ext. 1.

Full-Time Night Shift 
Respiratory Therapist 

needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.

Experience required. Associate degree in 
Respiratory Therapy, Certification as a Registered 

Respiratory Therapist, Licensure in Oklahoma, and 
BLS, ACLS and PALS certification all required.

LMH pays 100% medical, dental and vision premiums.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Housekeeper 
in Environmental 

Services needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.

Night & Weekend Shift. 
LMH pays 100% for medical, dental, and 

vision insurance premiums.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Physical 
Therapists 
PT and Flex 

positions needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.
Experience in acute care and rehab preferred.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

FT Physical 
Therapist 

needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.
Experience in acute care and rehab preferred.

LMH pays 100% medical, dental and vision 
insurance premiums along with a competitive salary.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

FT 
Transcriptionist

needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.

Experience preferred.
LMH pays 100 % insurance premiums for 

medical, dental and vision.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Registered 
Nurse needed

at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.
FT Night Shift Experience Preferred
LMH pays 100% medical, dental, and vision 

insurance premiums.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Dietary 
Cook needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.

Day Shift. Full Time.
LMH pays 100% medical, dental, and vision insurance premiums.
Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

ACREAGES
FOR SALE: 60 acres with water well. 
Purcell SH 24 and 100th, north of 
Maysville. 405-664-1489. 12/9/4tp

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ENJOY AN evening with The Kingsmen 
Quartet, Friday, January 14, at 6 p.m. 
Sunray Baptist Church, 2223 North 9th, 
Purcell. A love offering will be taken. For 
more information call 405-426-2844. 
12/16/3tp

COMPUTERS
DALE’S ETC. COMPUTER sales & 
service. Repair, rebuild, and upgrade all 
brands. Free estimates. Reconditioned 
systems from $299. 709 W Jackson, 
Purcell. 527-2949. 01/02/tfc

GARAGE SALES
HUGE ESTATE SALE: Friday, 
December 31, and Saturday, January 
1. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. West side arena, 
Cleveland County Fairgrounds, 615 E. 
Robinson. Call 405-613-6992 for more 
information. 12/30/1tc

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY: NORMAN 
FLEA MARKET. Flea Market and 
biggest garage sale in Norman. Friday, 
December 31, & Saturday, January 
1, 8-5. 615 E. Robinson, Cleveland 
County Fairgrounds. Over 50 booths of 
everything you can imagine. Call 405-
613-6992 for more info. 12/16/1tc

HELP WANTED
AREA BANK is now accepting 
applications for full time teller position 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Please send resumes to PO Box 191, 
Purcell, OK 73080. Attn: area bank. 
12/30/tfc

LIVESTOCK
THE OKLAHOMA HORSESHOEING 
SCHOOL will do horseshoeing for $30; 
trimming for $15; and teeth floating for 
$20 by appointment. 405-288-6085. 
01/02/tfc

RENTALS
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, 2 bath, house 
with utility room. $700 rent, $500 
deposit. Available January 1. 405-527-
7118. 12/30/1tp

SERVICES
HOME MAINTENANCE: Painting, 
carpentry, concrete, fences, decks, all 
kinds of repairs etc. Call 596-1918 or 
808-0861. 09/16/tfc

VACUUM AND SEWING machine 
repair. Parts and services for all brands. 
We also stock bags and belts! Dale’s 
Etc. 709 W. Jackson, Purcell 527-2949. 
01/02/tfc

Flex 
Respiratory 

Therapist needed
at Lindsay Municipal Hospital.

Experience required. Associate degree in 
Respiratory Therapy, Certification as Registered 

Respiratory Therapist, Licensure in Oklahoma, and 
BLS, ACLS, and PALS certification all required.

Only online applications are accepted.
Apply at lindsayhospital.com.

No phone calls please.

Classified  
ad deadline
11 a.m. tuesday
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Smart cookies
Three area pupils 
are among the top 
100 students in 
Oklahoma.

Picking up
According to the 
Oklahoma Tax 
Commission, 
business is picking 
up in Oklahoma.

The
Purcell Register

Since 1887
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2020 
BETTER  

NEWSPAPER CONTEST

presented by the

OKLAHOMA PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

SEQUOYAH 
AWARD WINNER

The Oklahoma Press 
Association presented its 
Better Newspaper Contest 
Awards during the OPA 
Annual Convention June 
11-12 at the Sheraton Hotel 

in downtown Oklahoma 
City.

Winner’s of this year’s 
Sequoyah Awards in the 
contest were announced for 
the nine different divisions 

including Division 4, the 
large weekly division.

The Sequoyah Award, 

In annual OPA Better Newspaper Contest

 • Photo provided

Sequoyah winner
The Purcell Register.was.presented.with.the.Sequoyah.Award.by.Oklahoma.Press.
Association.President.Mike.Strain,.right,.with.the.top.award.for.the.large.weekly.division.
of.the.Better.Newspaper.Contest.Saturday.night.at.the.Sheraton.Hotel.in.Oklahoma.
City..From.left.are.Vickie.Foraker,.Gracie.Montgomery,.John.Denny.Montgomery,.Emily.
Montgomery,.John.D..Montgomery.and.Strain.

Summer schooling
Pandemic-driven program a success

Mel Feroli has been a 
counselor at Purcell High 
School for 20 years.

And this year 
is the first in her 
expe r i ence 
that the high 
school has 
offered sum-
mer classes.

In years gone by, 
Mid-America Tech-
nology Center did offer credit 
recovery classes.

But those were open to 

students from all schools 
served by MATC.

This is different, she said, 
and not just because 
it is pandemic-
driven.

The plan-
ning began 
after spring 

break, leading 
to a 3-prong 
summer of-

fering.
The execution of that 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Board 
vacancy
Kim Croslin’s 
resignation 
accepted

The board of education 
for Purcell Public Schools is 
down one member after Kim 
Croslin’s letter of resignation 
was accepted at Monday’s 
meeting.

Croslin was re-elected in 
2019 to a 5-year term in her 
Office 4 seat.

That term will expire in 
2024.

The board will name a 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

It.didn’t.last.for.over.a.
few.seconds.but. it.was.
enough.to.disrupt.some.
telephone.and.computer.
service.
At. 12:06. p.m.. Mon-

day.a.brownout.caused.
problems.for.some.busi-
nesses.and.residents. in.
Purcell.
Te lephones . were.

knocked. out. at. The 
Purcell Register. tem-
porarily.
City.of.Purcell.Electric.

Department. Supervi-
sor. Trey. Phillips. said,.
“OGE.was.working.on.a.
transmission. line. and. it.
blinked.”
Phillips. reported. he.

had. confirmation. from.
the.Oklahoma.Municipal.
Power.Authority.

Brownout 
Monday

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Trent 
Mitchell, Realtor-managing 
broker at Weichert, Realtors 
- Centennial.

Q: You wear many hats. 
How do you manage this?

5 questions with
Trent Mitchell

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

“He that tilleth his land 
shall have plenty of bread: 
but he that followeth after 
vain persons shall have 
poverty enough.”

The verse is Proverbs 
28:19. Chat with the Rev. 
Nate McConathy, the new 
pastor at Union Hill Baptist 
Church west of Purcell, and 
it is quickly apparent why he 
tells a visitor it is his favorite 
Scripture.

And if McConathy sounds 
familiar, it’s likely because 
Nate’s father, the Rev. Barry 
McConathy, preached from 
the Union Hill pulpit more 
than 21 years before stepping 
down at the end of 2020.

That’s right. Nate is a 
preacher’s kid who felt called 
to the ministry when he was 
16 or 17.

Originally from Houston, 
Nate graduated in 2005 from 
Oklahoma Baptist Univer-
sity with a degree in youth 
ministry and a minor in so-
ciology. Four years later he 
graduated from Rockbridge 
Seminary in Springfield, Mo.

He and his wife, Whitney, 
have been married 16 years 
and have two children.

Mollie, 8, will start third 
grade this fall at Washington 
and Reed, 4, is headed for 
pre-kindergarten there.

For five years Nate was 
one of three youth pastors 
at First Baptist Church in 
Rogers, Ark.

He’s spent the last 11 years 
as youth pastor at First Bap-
tist Church in Yukon.

Union Hill is his first as-
signment as pastor.

Despite the family connec-
tion to the rural church, Nate 
said his father never men-
tioned that he might apply.

He’s not one to pull strings, 
Nate said of his father, and 
“didn’t want the church to 
think he was trying to ma-
nipulate the situation.”

Please see Neighbor, back page

Nate McConathy

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

Register

top award
wins

 • Photo provided

Contest winners
The nine.Oklahoma.Newspapers.that.won.the.top.award. in.the.Better.Newspaper.
Contest.for.2020.took.time.for.a.group.photo.at.the.downtown.Oklahoma.City.Sheraton.
Hotel.Saturday.night..Pictured.from.left,.front.row,.are.Beau.Simmons.of.the.Stillwater 
News Press,.Erin.Dyer..Thompson.of.the.El Reno Tribune,.Amie.Remer.of.the.Eastern 
Times-Register.and.John.Denny.Montgomery.of.The Purcell Register..Back.row.-.David.
Stringer.of.The Lawton Constitution,.Rusty.Ferguson.of.The Cleveland American,.
Art.Haddaway.of.the.Owasso Reporter,.David.Bublitz.of.The Cameron University 
Collegian.and.Gary.Jackson.of.the.Tahlequah Daily Press.

Trent Mitchell

A: I am a busy man, but I time 
block, implement systems and 
surround myself with some of 
the best employees and team 
members and it makes my 
life a lot easier. I have some 
great business partners. We 
play off each other’s strengths 
very well.

Q: Will you be adding more 
“hats” to your resume?

A: My wife will say I’m sup-
pose to say “No” here. But I’m 
always open to help or grow in 
the community and business.

Q: Real estate is a com-
petitive field. Do you ever 
get tired of it?

A: Tired of it? No. It can 
be stressful and taxing. But I 
have the best clients, custom-
ers, employees and Realtors 

Please see OPA, back page

Please see Summer, back page

Please see Croslin, back page

Please see Mitchell, back page

The half inch of rain that 
was recorded here Friday 
hiked the annual amount so 
far to 18.30”.

This same time last year 
Purcell had already recorded 

26.1”.
Oklahoma City has mea-

sured 12.92” this year with 
the normal year-to-date total 
at 16.42”.

No rain is in the forecast.

Half inch Friday
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New 
members
Purcell’s Rotary 
Club recently 
welcomed five 
new members to 
the club.

Low on blood
The Oklahoma 
Blood Institute 
reports blood 
supplies are at 
record lows. 
Donations sought.

■ Deadlines
• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday

■ Contact us
405-527-2126
purcellregister@gmail.com
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John Denny Montgomery 
III, co-publisher of The Pur-
cell Register, took office as 
president of the Oklahoma 
Press Association July 1, 
2021.

OPA members elected 
Montgomery during the 
annual business meeting at 
the June 11-12 OPA Con-
vention in Oklahoma City. 
Montgomery, who succeeds 
Mike Strain as president, 
will serve a one-year term.

“It is my highest privilege 
to serve as president of 
OPA,” said Montgomery. 
“I’ve looked up to so many 
past OPA presidents during 
my lifetime, including my 
parents, John D. and Gracie, 
and I’m honored for the op-

portunity to serve the asso-
ciation and its membership.”

Mark Millsap, publisher 
of The Norman Transcript, 

was elected to a one-year 
term as vice president. Jeff 
Mayo, publisher of the 
Sequoyah County Times, 
was re-elected to a second 
one-year term as treasurer.

Misti Rinehart, sales man-
ager for the Tulsa World 
and Oklahoma Weekly 
Group, was elected to a 
three-year term as a board 
director. Other directors are 
Zonelle Rainbolt, Wesner 
Publications; Don Mecoy, 
The Oklahoman; Shauna 
Belyeu, The Eufaula In-
dian Journal; Sheila Gay, 
Woodward News; and Su-
zie Campbell, Countywide 

Montgomery 
takes the reins as 

new
OPA President

Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Office serenade
Surrounded by.the.accordions.he.loves,.Dale.Starchman.tests.the.sound.of.a.recently.
restored.instrument.

‘Bagpipes with pleats’
Dale Starchman’s love affair with accordions

Dale Starchman labors in 
a small shop attached to his 
home at 709 W. Jackson.

Computers he’s refurbished 
are displayed on two benches, 
along with an occasional clock 
or  sewing machine needing 
some TLC to keep on ticking 
and stitching.

Those are the business’ 
bread and butter.

And then there are the ac-
cordions.

Restoring worn out or ne-
glected accordions, well, that 
is Starchman’s passion. Or 
obsession.

Starchman is a lifelong 
musician, a pianist who toured 
with an evangelical team.

He was born in Seattle, but 
grew up not far from Joplin in 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Four of McClain County’s 
six school districts are among 
181 districts across the state to 
share in grants totaling $35.7 
million.

The grants, awarded by the 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Education, will enable the 

Construction of Purcell’s 
new municipal hospital re-
mains on pace and on budget, 
city council members learned 
Tuesday at their monthly 
meeting.

City manager Dale Bunn 
said the storm sewer and 
sanitary sewer work is com-
plete and water lines for the 
new hospital are 95 percent 
complete.

Counselor 
Corps
Area districts reap 
$912K in grants

PMH 
progress 
right on 
track

 • Photo provided

Commendation
Purcell Rotary.president.Elisabeth.Baker.(right).presented.
past.president.Debbie.Tims.with.a.plaque.in.appreciation.
for.her.service.to.the.club.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Back in business
Purcell’s Senior. Citizens. Center. welcomed. guests. last.
Thursday.for.the.first.time.since.closing.for.the.pandemic..Site.
manager. John.Webb.welcomed. the.patrons. and. reminded.
them.they.need.to.sign.up.ahead.when.they.plan.to.attend.to.
have.lunch.

It’s not over yet
Purcell Schools release COVID plan

There are no crystal balls 
in use at Purcell Public 
Schools where administra-
tors drafted the district’s 
Safe Return to Learn Plan.

Built into the plan for 
2021-24 are five continu-
ing review and public input 
periods set aside for public 
input as the district finds its 
way out of the threat posed 
by COVID-19.

The first of those was in 

June. 
Subsequent periods will 

be December 2021, June 
2022, December 2022 and 
June 2023.

“As we navigated through 
the 2020-21 school year 
with great success, we un-
derstand that there is still 
much to be accomplished as 
we prepare for the 2021-22 
school year and beyond,” su-

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

John Denny Montgomery III

Please see Council, page 6A

Please see Grants, back pagePlease see OPA, back page

Please see Accordions, back page

Please see COVID, back page
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State Bound
Washington’s 
2021 Fast-pitch 
softball team 
wins Regional.

Grand Marshal 
Citation
Debbie Feroli 
honored at 
homecoming 
game.
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Save big on fast & reliable Internet.
Purcell, 1 Gig Internet is now available!

Wired connection up to 940 Mbps. Speeds, prices & availability vary by area.suddenlink.com

Commissioners 
say no to TIF

McClain County Commis-
sioners “declined to move 
forward” with a Tax Incre-
ment Financing Project Plan 
for development of property 
near Santa Fe Avenue/N.W. 
24th Avenue in-between 
West Burr Avenue and West 
Chestnut Road.

The TIF had been proposed 
for “facilitating the develop-

ment of property” in the area, 
composed of a housing addi-
tion and ancillary community 
features.

County Commissioner 
Wilson Lyles said the com-
missioners have voted not to 
pursue it anymore.

He said this is just not the 
right time for McClain County 

MarkCodner
For The Purcell Register

Voters in the Wash-
ington Public Schools 
district will go to the polls 
Tuesday to decide a $24.5 
million bond issue.

Multiple projects total-
ing 61,719 square feet are 
at stake, including 13 new 
classrooms and security 
features at the entry for the 

elementary school.
A proposed media cen-

Building for 

growth
Editor’s note: Answering  

The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Wayne 
High School principal Karen 
Gray.

Q: Why did you want to be 
a high school principal?

A: I love working with stu-
dents of all ages, but working 
with high school students is 
the best. I get to see them grow 
from  a 9th grade student that is 
scared of being in high school 
to young adults getting ready 
to conquer the world! 

Q: What is the best part of 
your job?

5 questions 
with
Karen Gray

Counting COVID
Cases, deaths, vaccinations tell the tale

According to the Okla-
homa State Department of 
Health’s weekly epidemi-

ology report, 57.4 per-
cent of McClain County 
residents over the age of 

12 have received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 

vaccine.
That ranks the county 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

• CDC images

Mapping COVID
Oklahoma’s 8,437 confirmed.and.probable.COVID-19.cases,.top.map,.rank.the.
state.29th.in.the.nation..Bottom.map.showing.deaths.in.the.same.period.put.the.
state.in.20th.place..The.maps.reflect.the.period.of.September.21-27.

CoVID Deaths September 21-27

CoVID Cases September 21-27

Call it what you will – Co-
lumbus Day or Indigenous 
Peoples Day – but what 
Monday will be for many is 
a holiday.

City offices in Purcell, 
Wayne, Lexington, Wash-
ington and Goldsby will be 

closed, as will the McClain 
County Courthouse.

Federal offices will be 
closed and there will be no 
mail delivery.

Monday holiday
Closings announced across area

While working in the Golds-
by area at 2:17 a.m. Mon-
day McClain County Sheriff 
Deputy Beau Ogden observed 
a white Chevrolet Impala with 
a headlight out on the driver’s 
side.

When the deputy turned on 
his emergency lights to attempt 
a traffic stop, the Impala sped 

Vehicle 
crashes 
while 
eluding
Stolen car 
crashes at SH 
9 and Jenkins 
killing driver

Halloween on the horizon 
means only one thing to Peggy 
Christian and Gale Wilson 
– it’s time to kick McClain 
County Operation Christmas 
into high drive.

That means making sure ap-
plication forms are delivered 
to schools across the county.

Those forms are also avail-
able from Delta Community 
Action, 122 W. Main in Pur-
cell.

Completed applications 
must be returned to Delta 

That holiday feelin’
No, it isn’t all for Halloween

•  Photo provided

Team effort
McClain County.Operation.Christmas.kicks.off.its.2021.charity.
campaign.with.two.elves.at.the.helm.–.Gale.Wilson,.left,.and.
Peggy.Christian.

Vote on Washington bonds is Tuesday

Karen Gray

Please see Gray, page 9A

Please see Vote, page 9A

Please see COVID, page 9A

Please see Crash, page 9APlease see Closings, page 9A

Please see TIF, page 8A

Please see Christmas, page 8A
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Friday night 
lights
Read all about 
YOUR Heart 
of Oklahoma 
football teams.

Chili cook off
See where your 
chili recipe 
stacks up with 
your neighbors.
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Greg.Gaston.•.double.g.images

Laying out
Washington junior.
Abby.Wood.goes.for.a.
ball.during.Washington’s.
10-0. win. over. North.
Rock.Creek.High.School.
in. the. State. finals..
The. Warriors. were.
crowned.the.Class.3A.
State.champions.

Three run rules in three shutout games

JohnDennyMontgomery
The Purcell Register

It.was.about. as.dominating.a.perfor-
mance.as.can.be.drawn.up.
In.three.games.in.the.State.tournament.

Washington. pitcher. Maggie. Place. and.
the.Warrior.defense.allowed.zero.runs.and.
seven.hits.
Place.struck.out.19.batters.during.

the.span.
Washington. took. run-rule. wins.

Warriors tear through field

State crown
on way to

Please.see.State,.page.2B

Helping 
students 
succeed
Purcell High 
School takes 
multi-pronged 
approach

Of 33 Purcell High School 
graduates who enrolled in 
college in Oklahoma in the 
fall of 2020, six had to take 
remediation courses in English 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Bosse 
denied
OCCA tosses 
post-conviction 
application

In a ruling October 7, the 
Oklahoma Court of Criminal 
Appeals struck down Shaun 
Bosse’s latest attempt for post- 
conviction relief for first degree 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register Traffic flow

Congestion addressed at North 9th

City and school officials 
were set to meet Wednesday 
to address traffic flow con-
cerns on North 9th Avenue 
around the elementary 
school.

City manager Dale Bunn 
announced the planned 
meeting during a city coun-
cil meeting October 7.

A study by Traffic Engi-
neering Consultants Inc., 
presented the city with op-
tions to improve traffic flow 

on the street, particularly at 
times parents are picking 
up children from the el-
ementary and intermediate 
schools.

The initial report by the 
firm cites an “overabun-
dance of signs directing 
vehicles on where to go.”

TECUSA engineer B.J. 
Hawkins reported the prob-
lem is centered on two 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Wayne 
Elementary School principal 
Julie Malone.

Q: What is the best part 
of being an elementary 
principal?

A: The kids. They are the 
best part of my job. Greeting 
students in the morning is my 
favorite part of the day. They 
don’t know a hug or smile from 
them is often the best part of 
my day. 

One day in the cafeteria, 
ketchup was served with 
lunch, and kids just love to 
give cafeteria hugs. I ended 
up with a ketchup handprint on 
the back of my white sweater. 
I never did wear that sweater 
again, but it was worth it. 

Working with an invested 
group of teachers and support 

5 questions 
with Julie 
Malone

The 1.5” that was re-
corded here Sunday night, 
coupled with the 1.2” that 
fell Wednesday morning, 
brings the year-to-date 
rainfall total to 37.8”.

So far this year Okla-
homa City has officially 

measured 28.04”. The 
normal year-to-date total 
is 30.89”.

The storm Sunday pro-
duced at least 16 tornadoes 
in the state and several 
places got hail damage 
including Norman, again.

Storm brings rain

Hope Center Ministries 
will host Gala 2021 next 
week at the McClain 
County Farm & Home 
Building in Purcell.

The gala on October 21 
will raise funds for  the 

Gala 2021
Raising funds for Hope Center

 • Photo provided

2A State Champions
Purcell’s Dragon.Pride.Marching.Band.won.the.Class.2A.State.Championship.last.Saturday.
at.Claremore..They.were.second.overall.in.all.classes.

Please see Succeed, page 11A

Please see Bosse, page 11A

Please see Malone, page 10A

Please see 9th, page 11A

Please see Gala, page 11A

Bond passes
$24.5 million for Washington schools

Voters in the Washing-
ton School District passed 
a massive $24.5 million 
school bond to meet the 
growth needs of the district 

in the future.
The measure passed, 493-

Please see Bond, page 6A
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New coach
Tylor Lampkin 
is the new 
softball coach at 
Washington  
High School.

Bruehl 
honored
Brent Bruehl now 
has a permanent 
display in the pro 
shop here.

■ Deadlines
• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday

■ Contact us
405-527-2126
purcellregister@gmail.com

The
Purcell Register

The
Purcell Register

Since 1887
Thursday, July 15, 2021 purcellregister.com 75¢Vol. 134 No. 35 • 2 sections • 32 pages

News 
Source for
The 
Heart of 
Oklahoma

2020 
BETTER  

NEWSPAPER CONTEST

presented by the

OKLAHOMA PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

SEQUOYAH 
AWARD WINNER

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

There is nothing in music 
beyond the ken of Kayla 
Marshall.

A senior vocal perfor-
mance major at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Kayla now 
finds herself on the other side 
of the baton as choral director 
at Trinity United Methodist 
Church.

In the spring she was 
searching for  a church job in 
Norman and wasn’t finding 
any openings.

Then in the early predawn 
of a May morning, she awak-
ened suddenly with an idea 
to check Craigslist.

And there it was. An ad 
seeking a choral director at 
the Purcell church.

“I shot them an email and 
got a reply very quickly,” she 
recalled.

She interviewed and at-
tended one Sunday “to see 
how the service ran.”

She started rehearsing the 
choir the following Wednes-
day.

“Everything sort of worked 
out,” she said.

Raised by her great-grand-
parents, Kayla grew up a non-
denominational Christian. 
Some churches in her expe-
rience were contemporary; 
others were older A.M.E. 
churches.

Her predecessor at Trinity 
had “impeccable tastes” in 
music, Kayla said, and com-
piled an impressive library 
of worship music in a career 
spanning more than a quarter 
century.

Kayla is now drawing from 
that store of music and is also 
adding “some of the music I 
grew up with.”

On Sundays, the choir 
sings three hymns during 
the service.

Occasionally, a fourth is 
sung before the sermon.

Rehearsals are Wednes-
days from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Please see Neighbor, back page

Kayla Marshall

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

Stirring the 

pot

Broomcorn’s last thresh
Remembering a forgotten era

There is no telling from 
the Oklahoma Medi-
cal Marijuana Author-
ity’s online databases 
exactly who owns 
the state’s 8,196 li-
censed commercial 
pot growers.

So any talk on the 
street that foreign na-
tionals – notably the 
Chinese – are buying land 
and setting up grow opera-
tions is just that – talk.

In May, Gov. Kevin Stitt signed 
into law HB 2272 which seeks 

to close the door to foreign 
investment in medical 
marijuana.

Senate author is 
Casey Murdock of 
Felt.

“The issue of for-
eign investors pur-
chasing land and fa-

cilities in Oklahoma 
in order to get into the 

Register launches 
improved website

The Purcell Register has 
launched a new website. 

Still at purcellregister.
com, the new, more inter-
active site will provide a 
better user experience with 
expanded features. 

These new features include:
• Intuitive organization 

of content from our hard 
copy, including news, sports, 
opinion, obituaries, clas-
sifieds, etc.

• e-Editions
• Expanded classified op-

tions, including the ability to 
upload pictures

• Interactive maps
• User-friendly calendar 

for free event listings
• Poll questions

• Area facebook and Twit-
ter feeds of accounts of 
interest

• Additional specially-
catered content

“We’re really excited 
to be able to offer our 
readers a better experience 
when visiting purcellregister.
com,” said Purcell Register 
Co-Publisher John Denny 
Montgomery.

“Overall, the site will be 
an important place for our 
visitors to find information 
quickly and efficiently.”

The Register staff looks 
forward to continuing to add 
improvements and features 
to the website in the coming 
weeks. 

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Rick 
Horton, Lexington Nursing 
Home administrator.

Q: How did you get 
started in nursing homes?

A: Doc said there was an 
opportunity at the facility. 
He asked if I was interested. 
Living and working in the 
same community just made 
sense.

5 questions with
Rick Horton

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

No beach, no problem
Several loads of.new.sand.have.been.hauled.into.the.location.at.the.Purcell.City.Lake.to.enhance.the.beach.that.is.already.in.place.

(Editor’s note: This is 
the first installment of a 
series on broomcorn)

By MC O’Bryant
If that famously fick-

le love/hate conundrum 
ever once found a perfect 
Shangra La  for coexistence, 
it surely must have been 
during the era of McClain 
County’s once glorious, but 
long forgotten Broomcorn 
Dynasty.

Loved, because broom-
corn was one of the pure and 
unalterable cash crops. The 
livestock wouldn’t eat it and 

it had no value as a material 
resource around the farm.

All you could do with it 
was to sell it and pocket the 
cash, a quality that made it 
immeasurably popular with 
owners of sharecropper 
farms—But, often hated by 
the sharecropper himself.  
Hated because of the seeth-
ing harvest conditions and 
its propensity for sponging 
up the last ounce of nutri-
ents out of the soil.   But, 
ironically, loved by  the 
harvesters, known as John-
nys, because of the five star 

complimentary dining that 
came with the day’s work.

When I first hit upon the 
notion that if I didn’t write 
about McClain County’s 
broomcorn legacy, it would 
soon be totally forgotten. 
At that time, I was thinking 
everyone still remembered 
and simply needed a  re-
fresher. I had no idea of just 
how prehistoric the subject 
of broomcorn would be 
among current generations.  

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Medical marijuana ownership a murky proposition 

Rick Horton

Please see Pot, back page

Please see Horton, back page Please see Broomcorn, back page
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Civic duty
Lexington’s High 
School girls 
basketball team 
helped fix up 
McCown Park.

Ride ‘em
The Purcell 
IPRA Rodeo 
in pictures.
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32 years of service
A large.crowd.turned.out.to.honor.retiring.Purcell.Firefighter.
Barry.Askew.Tuesday.morning.at.the.Purcell.Fire.Department..
City.manager.Dale.Bunn.presented.Askew.with.a.watch.and.
a.plaque.before.the.gathering.settled.in.for.cake.and.punch..
Askew.and.now.Purcell.Fire.Chief.Greg.Cypert.came.onto.the.
department.together.in.November.of.1989.

Classic 
carp

Carp, noun: 1) a deep-
bodied freshwater fish, 
typically with barbels 
around the mouth; 2)  a 
peevish complaint.

Is it possible to carp 
about not catching enough 
carp during a carp fishing 
tournament?

The answer will be 

found August 7 at Purcell 
Lake.

Anglers will surround 
the lake that day with a 
single purpose in mind 
– hooking and landing 
as many carp as possible 
from the water between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Registration for the 
Purcell Carp Classic 2021 
is ongoing and will close 

at 10 a.m. the day of the 
tournament. Entry fee is 
$10 per person. The tour-
nament is open to anyone 
10 years and older.

The Carp Classic is a 
joint effort by the City 
of Purcell, Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

(Editor’s note: This is 
the third installment of a 
series on broomcorn)

By MC O’Bryant
Broomcorn Johnny 

Essentials
The seed threshing op-

eration is yet another of the 
broomcorn industry’s less 
conventional functions. 
The threshing machine 
itself, a privately owned 
and operated mobile unit 
serving 15 to 20 separate 
broomcorn growers, in 

season, was always in 
such demand, that it made 
scheduling a thresher 
pretty much  a,  “Catch as 
Catch Can,” proposition.

Indeed, the threshing 
part of broomcorn harvest-
ing was a marvelously 
memorable spectacle. It 
was a profound juncture 
in the harvesting pro-
cess.  “Man and Machine,”  

Broomcorn’s 
last thresh
Remembering a forgotten era

Bill Bruegan • The Purcell Register

Broomcorn
A patch.of.broomcorn.on.property.east.of.Wayne.owned.by.Randy.Robinson.is.remindful.of.
days.gone.by.

John D. Montgomery • The Purcell Register

Enrollment time
Purcell Junior.Avery.Miller.got.her.schedule.set.up.during.
enrollment.here.last.Tuesday.morning.at.the.high.school.

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Life tossed a career curve 
ball at Val Blackburn in the 
1980s.

She wasn’t the only one.
It was a time of economic 

upheaval – a bust of unparal-
leled scope hard on the heels 
of the largest oil boom in 
state history.

Val’s husband at the time 
made his living in the oil 
patch. Searching for work, 
the couple moved from Per-
kins to Edmond.

She landed a job as food 
service director at Copper 
Lake, an independent living 
senior community.

 Though her marriage 
didn’t survive, Val had found 
her calling – working with 
seniors.

“I just fell in love with it,” 
she said.

Now her career path has 
led her to Purcell as the new 
coordinator at the senior 
citizens center.

But that’s getting ahead of 
the story.

In time she would hold 
every management position 
at Copper Lake but one.

“I was never maintenance 
director,” she said.

From Copper Lake, she 
was hired by Shepherd 
Manor in Oklahoma City 
as that facility’s executive 
director.

She stayed there for six 
years and then took on her 
third independent living as-
signment at The Statesman 
Club.

Along the way, she re-
married, was widowed and 
picked up a degree in hotel 
and restaurant management.

It was while she was work-
ing at The Statesman Club 
that she moved to Purcell.

A daughter lives and works 
here, you see.

Recently she moved to 
Lindsay. Not a bad com-
mute mile-wise, given that 

Please see Neighbor, back page

Val Blackburn

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Thad 
Cox at the McClain County 
Fairgrounds.

Q: What is the larg-
est event at the McClain 
County Fairgrounds?

A: The rodeo they are 
fixing to have. A lot more 
people come and are around 
the rodeo than the county 
fair.

Q: What are your hob-
bies?

A: I would probably say 

horses.
Q: Is the fairgrounds 

under utilized?
A: No, I don’t think so.
Q: What is an improve-

ment you would like to see 
at the fairgrounds?

A: As far as improvement, 

I would like to see a pump 
for the outdoor arena.

Q: What is something 
most people don’t know 
about you?

A :  I  l o v e  b e i n g 
around kids and I love 
helping kids.

5 questions with Thad Cox

Thad Cox

• Photo provided

Wanted poster
This is.a.carp,.the.target.of.an.August.7.fishing.tournament.at.Purcell.Lake.

Tournament 
offers 
angling fun

Please see Carp, back page

Please see Broomcorn, back page

Thursday, August 5, 2021 purcellregister.com 75¢Vol. 134 No. 38 • 3 sections • 40 pages

News 
Source for
The 
Heart of 
Oklahoma

Since 1887

The
Purcell Register

Opinion.................4A

Society..................6A

Sports...................1B

Obituaries...........10A

Classifieds..........11B
Pg..1B,.2B Pg..11A

Inside Inside Find it...

Fast-pitch 
softball
Meet the players 
from Purcell, 
Washington, 
Lexington and 
Wayne.

Free school 
supplies
Landmark Church 
to hold 12th 
annual Back to 
School Bash.
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Taking the reins
Chris Wright.is.the.new.chief.executive.officer.hired.
to.head.Purcell.Municipal.Hospital.

PMH hires CEO
Chris Wright comes on board August 16

Purcell Municipal Hospital 
will have a new chief execu-
tive officer soon, the Purcell 
Public Works Authority learned 
Monday.

Chris Wright will begin work 
August 16.

He is currently director of 
the Neuroscience Service Line 
at OU Health University of 
Oklahoma Medical Center, a 
post held since August 2016.

Wright, an RN, began his 
medical career in 1984 after 
receiving his bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from West Texas 
State University. He also has 
a master’s degree in business 
administration from Colorado 
State University.

He worked as a critical care 
staff nurse and travel nurse 
through 1991 when he joined 
the staff at St. David’s Medical 
Center in Austin.

Over the span of more than 12 
years, he advanced from ICU/
CCU staff nurse to director of 
critical care and neuroscience 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Purcell native Bert Sea-
bourn is being honored at the 
ArtNow 2021 art exhibit in 
Oklahoma City.

Seabourn, a 1950 graduate 
of Purcell High School, is the 
featured artist in the exhibit at 

the Oklahoma Contemporary 
Museum.

The exhibit opened July 29 
and continues through mid-

Bert Seabourn’s 
work on exhibit
At the Oklahoma Contemporary 
Museum in OKC

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Go ahead. Ask Evan 
Boothe a question. Any 
question.

Short odds are the 2021 
Washington High School 
graduate knows the answer.

Evan is that smart. If proof 
is needed, one need look no 
further than his SAT score – 
1560  out of a possible 1600.

Or his selection by the 
Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence as one of the 
state’s top 100 high school 
graduates as an Academic 
All-State scholar.

If further proof is needed, 
consider where he’s heading 
later this month. Cambridge, 
Mass., and the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.

Evan applied to “15 or 
16” universities and got ac-
ceptance offers from seven, 
including one Ivy League 
institution.

It didn’t take him long, 
however, to settle on MIT 
where he will major in aero-
space engineering.

Evan explained the Aca-
demic All-State selection 
process looks at three areas 
– academics, extra-curricular 
activities and community 
service.

Academic prowess was 
a given for Evan, who de-
scribed his extra-curricular 
activities at Washington.

A talented musician, Evan 
played percussion and bass 
in the concert, marching and 
jazz bands at Washington

He was also in Science 
Club and with three like-
minded friends re-started 
the school’s academic team 
as sophomores.

The four competed on the 
team three years, advancing 
to area competition during 
their junior and senior years.

In addition, Evan per-
formed with the Oklahoma 
Youth Orchestra and Sum-
mer Arts Institute Orchestra.

Please see Neighbor, page 9A

Evan Boothe

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

 • Photo provided

Bert and Bonnie
Bert Seabourn.and.his.wife,.Bonnie,.enjoying.works.of.art.

Commissioners approve
TIF legal services agreement

McClain County Com-
missioners approved a legal 
services agreement during 
their July 19 meeting for a 
Tax Increment Finance dis-
trict Project Plan, which if 
eventually approved, would 
place public financial assist-
ance in the hands of a private 
developer.

The legal services agree-
ment is between the McClain 
County Commissioners and 
the Center for Economic 

By Mark Codner
For The Purcell Register

 • Provided

Lake Neighborhood Street
This artist’s rendering. depicts. streets. of. the. Selah.
community..A.legal.services.agreement.between.McClain.
County. Commissioners. and. The. Center. for. Economic.
Development.Law,.paid.for.by.the.community.developer,.
is.providing.commissioners.with.information.

• Photo provided

Disappearing green
What a.difference.in.just.two.months..The.bottom.map.shows.
the. state’s.COVID-19. status. as.of. July. 27.. It. is. a.marked.
difference.from.the.top.map.released.by.the.state.on.May.25..
COVID.looked.to.be.beaten.in.Oklahoma..Cases.in.McClain.
County.went.from.a.scant.3.2.per.100,000.in.May.to.37.1.
per.100,000.in.July

COVID rebound
Area schools aim for normal year  
as pandemic ramps up

The numbers on the map 
aren’t good. Neither are the 
colors which show counties 
that were well on the way to 
being COVID-free in late 
May are anything but as of 
late July.

And that’s a concern with 
the start of the 2021-22 
school year just around the 
corner.

All four area school dis-
tricts resume instruction 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Church 
burglaries

A Nichols Hills man is be-
lieved responsible for a rash 
of church burglaries, includ-
ing the January break-in at 
Johnson Road Baptist Church.

Sterling C. Morris, 35, is 
charged in McClain County 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Broomcorn’s 
last thresh
Remembering a forgotten era

(Editor’s note: This is 
the fourth installment of 
a series on broomcorn)

By MC O’Bryant
Once the seed has been 

threshed from the bush, 
the heads of its 18-inch 
long fibers are placed 
on the slats in the drying 

shed. However,  before  
the handlers (Ants) re-
turned the bundles to the 
drying slats, they stopped 
by a butting block. The 
purpose of the butting 

May 25

July 27

Please see TIF, back page

Please see Burglaries, page 9A Please see Broomcorn, page 9A Please see COVID, back page

Please see Seabourn, back page Please see PMH, page 9A
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Important band 
information
Two upcoming dates 
are important for 
the Dragon Pride 
Marching Band. 

Opening  
day win
The young and 
talented Purcell 
Dragons staged a 
come-from-behind 
victory over Davis.
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• News: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Display Ads: 12 noon, Tuesday
• Classifieds: 11 a.m., Tuesday
• Legal Notices: 2 p.m., Tuesday
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Arguing Oklahoma’s 
rights to due process were 
“severely taken” by the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s McGirt’s 
ruling in 2020, Oklahoma 
Attorney General John 
O’Connor is asking the jus-
tices to overturn that ruling.

O’Connor cited the Mc-
Clain County death pen-
alty case of convicted killer 
Shaun Bosse, a non-Native 
American, who brutally 

McGirt 
fallout
AG cites Bosse in high court petition A reported kidnapping in 

which a Purcell family was 
targeted turned out to be a scam, 
according to police.

The “kidnapper” told a local 
couple they were holding the 
couple’s daughter and her chil-
dren for ransom. If the ransom 
wasn’t paid, the kidnap victims 
would be killed.

According to Det. Sgt. Scott 
Stephens, the alleged victims 
were later found to be safe at 
home. 

Scammers have used varying 
scenarios when perpetrating 
this across the country.

Stephens noted that the ran-
som calls are often placed  from 
prepaid cell phones. Many of 
the calls originate in Mexico 
and caller ID will show 52, the 
Mexican international calling 
code.

Some scammers claim to 
be part of a violent Mexican 

Kidnap 
scam
Purcell police: 
Local family 
targeted

Some. parts. of. Purcell.
experienced.a.brief.power.
outage.last.Thursday.just.
before.noon.during.a.mon-
soon.type.of.rain.storm.that.
blew.through.the.area.
The. rain.was. scattered.

with. the. downtown. area.
getting. the. lions’. share.
of. the.much.needed.and.

unusual.August.rain.
A.rain.gauge.on.north.8th.

recorded.1/2”.of. rain.but.
a.lot.more.than.that.fell.in.
downtown.Purcell.in.a.fairly.
short.period.of.time.
A. gauge. in. far. north.

Purcell.only.picked.up..2”.
While.it.was.flooding.in.

the.downtown.area.no.rain.
was.falling.in.the.north.part.
of. town.and. the. electric-

ity. never. went. off. during.
the.last.day.of.the.Purcell.
Basketball. Camp. at. The.
Reimer.Center.
Power.was.off. in.some.

residential. areas. and. in.
downtown.for.at.least.eight.
minutes.
Purcell.Electric.Depart-

ment.Supervisor.Trey.Phil-
lips.said.it.was.the.middle.
of.town.and.the.south.part.

of.town.that.were.affected.
“It. was. caused. by. a.

bad. insulator. on. a. pole.
on. Van. Buren,”. Phillips.
said..“When. it.got.wet,. it.
exploded.and.knocked.the.
wire.onto.a.wooden.cross.
arm.and.we.just.happened.
to.be.in.the.area.”
Hotter. temperatures.

and.drier.conditions.have.
lingered.this.week.

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

Brief power interruption
In parts of Purcell last Thursday around noon

Chromed out
Purchase keeps pace with technology

Purcell Pub-
lic Schools will 
be  rece iv ing 
450 new Acer 
Chromebooks 
after the district’s board 
of education approved the 

purchase Monday evening.
Low bidder at 

$128 ,000  was 
CDWG.

Assistant Su-
perintendent Jerry 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Faculty faces
New teachers join  
Wayne Schools for 2021-22

Wayne Public Schools 
faculty will include eight 
new faces this year, as well 
as a ninth returning to the 
district after 10 years.

New  teachers at the el-
ementary school are Alayna 
Denison,  Courtney Lyles, 
Kayla Madden and Lyndze 
Shofner.

Chris Ridgway and Rick 
Thomas are new at the 
middle school, while those 
at the high school are Billy 
Burnett, Jackson Embry and 
Angela Russell.

Denison is a graduate of 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and previously taught 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Faculty assignments at Lexington
Eight new Bulldogs take teaching berths on the block

Lexington students re-
turning to school this week 
found eight new teachers in 
classrooms across the district.

Those teachers are Lynae 

Gabeheart, elementary and 
intermediate; Marybeth Sieja 
and Megan Townsend, inter-
mediate; Sean Guerra, Kallie 
McMahan, John H. (Jay) 
Sample and Mallory Speaks, 
junior high, and Kaitlyn 

Blough, high school.
Gabeheart is teaching mu-

sic in kindergarten through 
fifth grade. She is a gradu-
ate of Medina (Ohio) High 
School and the University of 
Akron. Previous teaching ex-

perience includes Blanchard, 
Bridge Creek and Norman.

“I love the small town, 
family-like feel at Lexington,” 

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Kaitlyn 
Blough

John H. (Jay) 
Sample

Lynae 
Gabeheart

Marybeth 
Sieja

Sean 
Guerra

Mallory 
Speaks

Kallie 
McMahan

Megan 
Townsend

Billy Burnett Alayna Denison Jackson Embry

Kayla Madden Courtney Lyles Chris Ridgway

Angela Russell Lyndze Shofner Rick Thomas

John D. • The Purcell Register

In with the new
City Electric. department.
emp l o y e e s . An t h on y.
Lamarand.in.the.bucket.and.
Supervisor.Trey.Phillips.and.
Dillon. Gardner. on. ground.
support.last.week.replaced.
the.PHS.Senior.banners.with.
around. 80. new.decorative.
banners. that. showcase.
Purcell. and. the. Heart. of.
Oklahoma. Please see Scam, back page

Please see Lex, back page

Please see McGirt, back page

Please see Wayne, back page

Please see Chromebooks, back page
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Undefeateds 
battle
Wayne and Elmore 
City lay their 
undefeated seasons 
on the line in a key 
district contest.

The road 
to 700
Milestones 
for the Purcell 
Dragon football 
program. 
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purcellregister@gmail.com

The
Purcell Register

The
Purcell Register

Since 1887
Thursday, October 21, 2021 purcellregister.com 75¢Vol. 134 No. 49 • 3 sections • 38 pages

News 
Source for
The 
Heart of 
Oklahoma

2020 
BETTER  

NEWSPAPER CONTEST

presented by the

OKLAHOMA PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

SEQUOYAH 
AWARD WINNER

Save big on fast & reliable Internet.
Purcell, 1 Gig Internet is now available!

Wired connection up to 940 Mbps. Speeds, prices & availability vary by area.suddenlink.com

Purcell joined an elite group of 
Oklahoma high schools this past 
Thursday with their 56-7 victory 
over the Crooked Oak Ruf-Nex.

The Thursday night game, due 

Dragons’ 56-7 victory over Crooked Oak sets mark

John D. Montgomery
The Purcell Register

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

In the fall of 2020 at the 
height of the pandemic, 
Oklahoma State University 
reported a 1.5 percent bump 
in enrollment.

There were 4,144 fresh-
men who enrolled that fall. 

Let that number sink in – 
four thousand one hundred 
forty-four.

So to be counted among 
the top 40 (20 men and 20 
women) puts one in the top 
.0097 percent.

Purcell’s own Grant 
Smith, now a sophomore, 
is in that rarefied company.

The 2020 Purcell High 
School graduate began the 
extensive application pro-
cess earlier this fall at the 
start of his sophomore year.

“It’s a long application,” 
he said. “I was 50-50, not 
very confident. But I thought 
I had a chance.”

He had just pulled a 4.0 in 
his spring semester classes. 
Coupled with a 3.75 his first 
semester, Grant felt his GPA 
was “pretty hot.”

He is a member of Alpha 
Gamma Rho fraternity on 
campus, where he serves 
as homecoming director 

Please see Neighbor, back page

 • Photo provided

Top 20 honor
Purcell’s Grant.Smith.holds.
the.white.rose.and.certificate.
he.received.for.being.named.
to.the.Top.20.Freshmen.men.
at.Oklahoma.State.University..
Now. a. sophomore,. he. is.
majoring. in. construction.
engineering.technology.

An Interesting
Neighbor
Everyone has a story

John Denny Montgomery • The Purcell Register

700 Club
The 2021.Purcell.Dragons.celebrated.program.win.No..700.Thursday.night.after.they.defeated.Crooked.Oak.56-7.
at.Conger.Field.

Jeanne Grimes • The Purcell Register

Warriors at court
The wait will.end.at.6:30.p.m..Friday.when.Washington.High.School.crowns.a.homecoming.
queen.and.king.before.taking.on.Holdenville.on.the.gridiron..In.the.front.row,.from.left,.are.
freshman. attendant. Jaydon. Taylor,. queen. candidates.Grace.Cantrell,.Mattie. Richardson.
and.Becca.Madden,.and.junior.and.sophomore.attendants,.respectively,.Brinley.Lang.and.
Lexi.Ralls..King.candidates.in.the.back.row,.from.left.are.Layne.Spaulding,.Reese.Stephens,.
Rope.Scott,.Kobe.Scott,.Lane.Steele,.Luke.Hendrix.and.Dom.Jackson..In.front.are.flower.
girl.Ripkyn.Lampkin.and.crown.bearer.Sawyer.Scott.

Royal festivities
Washington homecoming Friday

It will be the Washing-
ton Warriors against the 
Holdenville Wolverines at 
7 p.m. Friday.

But many in the stands 
will have their attention 
focused on the pre-game 
event – the coronation of 
a homecoming queen and 
king.

The coronation will be at 
6:30 p.m.

Homecoming day in 
Washington will also in-
clude a parade at 2:50 p.m.

Queen candidates are se-
niors Gracie Cantrell, Re-
becca Madden and Mattie 
Rose Richardson. Attend-
ing them will be Brinley 

Lang, junior; Lexi Ralls, 
sophomore, and Jayden 
Kay Taylor, freshman.

The king candidates are 
seniors Luke Hendrix, 
Dom Jackson, Kobe Scott, 
Rope Scott, Layne Spauld-
ing, Lane Steele and Reese 
Stephens.

Cantrell, 17, is active 
in cheer and competitive 
dance and is a member of 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, National Honor 
Society, FCCLA and Art 
Club. She has twice been 
Cheer State Champion and 
three times was runner-
up. She is the daughter of 

JeanneGrimes
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Editor’s note: Answering  
The Purcell Register’s five 
questions this week is Wayne 
Middle School Principal 
Brandon Sharp.

Q: What draws you to 
middle school?

A: The middle school age 
is a fun group to be around.

5 questions 
with 
Brandon 
Sharp

Brandon Sharp

Final week
Residents living west of 

Green Avenue between Grant 
Street and State Highway 39 
need to have any brush and 
limbs at the curb on Sunday.

700Th
e

Club
Please see 700, page 4B

Please see Sharp, back page

Please see Brush, back page

Please see Royal, back page
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