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Our family-operated funeral home provides individualized funeral services 
designed to meet the needs of each family. Our staff of dedicated professionals 
is available to assist you in making your arrangements. From casket choices 
to funeral flowers, we will guide you through all aspects of the funeral service.

At Riley Funeral Home, caring for your loved one is accepted by us as a sacred trust.

Sponsored by

2nd Place

READY TO GROW  
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS?
Follow Bruce and Tonya Huber’s lead. They contacted SFA’s Small Business Resource Hub 
Director Larry Cain when they decided to launch Huber Gardens, an agritourism business six 
miles west of downtown Nacogdoches.

Part of the Arnold Center for Entrepreneurship in SFA’s Rusche College of Business, the  
Small Business Resource Hub offers these services at no cost:

Loan proposals

Marketing

Retailing

Advertising

Budgeting

Business planning

Personnel 
management

The Small Business Resource Hub can 
help turn your passion into profit.

Scan the QR code for more 
information or contact 
SBRH Director Larry Cain  
at (936) 468-1469 or  
larry.cain@sfasu.edu. 

“When he retired, 
Bruce was ready to 
pursue his passion 
for working the land 
and hospitality, so 
I contacted Larry 
Cain. Larry has taken 
the time to share 
business insight and 
encouragement with us and 
invite us to business-oriented 
seminars that gave us access to other 
helpful advice and resources.” 
–Tonya Huber, Huber Gardens
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Meet the staff

On The Cover

See story page 30. Photo by Chris Ewards.

 FROM THE EDITOR

Beginning with this Fall 2024 issue of East Texan magazine, 
you will see some name changes on the masthead. Moving 
forward, I will serve as the new editor, and I couldn’t be more 
thrilled about the opportunity.

Our quarterly magazine debuted in Spring 2018 and over time 
has grown, becoming quite the crown jewel among the various 
publications of Polk County Publishing Co. Inc.

Debbie Dickerson served as the inaugural editor, overseeing 
the various changes and improvements. However, that chapter 
has closed as she has chosen to pursue other opportunities. We 
appreciate Debbie’s contributions over the years and wish her 
well in her new endeavors.

I became a regular contributor to East Texan in Issue 12, the 
Winter 2021 issue, with the launch of “Small Town Bites,” a 
feature that showcases restaurants in the East Texas region and 
sometimes even beyond. Shortly thereafter, I began contributing 
regular feature stories as well.

I am excited about taking the reins as we continue to bring 
you interesting stories and pictures of life in East Texas.

A little about me, for those who may not know me …
My husband and daughter are my world. The three of us enjoy 

food and drink, music, movies, books and travel – anywhere 
and everywhere. I’m a Baylor Bear, Hubby is a Sam Houston 
Bearkat and Daughter is a freshly minted Longhorn at The 
University of Texas. I tell you this, so you won’t be surprised if 
the occasional outing in Austin or Waco shows up in the East 
Texan.

Emily Banks Wooten
East Texan, Editor
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 DAY TRIP | Huntsville

Food & Fun
• • • • • in Huntsville

Exploring the Presidential Library of East Texas

[right] The Sam Houston Monument must be viewed from close proximity to be truly appreciated. Photo by Brian Besch.

By Brian Besch

This is our third edition of Food and Fun, and I think that 
means we can call it a series. To this point, we have traveled both 
north and south. It felt right to head west this time, through 
the Sam Houston National Forest, on to the campus of Sam 
Houston State University, making a stop at the Sam Houston 
Monument and ending at the Sam Houston gravesite.

If you haven’t noticed a theme by now, we are digging into 
Texas history this edition, touring the life of Sam Houston, all 
presented in Huntsville.

By the time you pick up our magazine, the weather may have 
cooled off into the breezy low 90s, but we made this trip in the 
heat of August. Something indoors felt like the correct call.

If you attended school within the state’s borders, there’s little 
doubt a healthy dose of Texas history was provided. Many of 
us do not need a reminder of who Sam Houston was, but for 
those who have forgotten, a refresher course and plenty of 
detail is available throughout Huntsville.

We drove directly to the SHSU campus, where there is a 
15-acre village that brings the story of Sam Houston to life. 
Its official name is the Sam Houston Memorial Museum and 
Republic of Texas Presidential Library.

In return for a $5 entrance fee, we received three and a half 
hours of entertainment. On the grounds, there are facilities 

housing artifacts, different homes where Houston lived, cabins 
staged with periodical pieces, gift shops, a forge and pottery 
shed.

Many know that Houston was the first and third president 
of Texas, but how many know he enjoyed whittling? He made 
a fashion statement with a leopard skin vest before the look 
was stolen by middle-aged women and pimps.

There are two main facilities from which to start. We 
happened to begin our tour at the education center, but that 
was mostly because we missed our turn on Sam Houston 
Avenue.

The weekend we were there, the education center was 
hosting an exhibit chronicling Houston’s life. Also included 
were artifacts and products made with Houston’s likeness or 
name attached. I did not get pictures of everything, but items 
like a barbecue sauce, whiskey, comic books and the dollar bill 
were too good to pass up.

After leaving the educational center, we took a path outside 
that leads to many structures where Houston lived and worked.

The first of these was the Steamboat House, where Houston 
died, and his funeral was held. It was here that members of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas came to visit for a 
final time to sing him tribal songs. Originally, it was located 
northeast of Huntsville’s town square. The house received its 
name because of its resemblance to a riverboat.
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Another was the Woodland Home, which was Houston’s 
main residence. The dogtrot house was surprisingly cool with 
a breeze blowing through the middle on a hot day. Houston’s 
law office is still standing next to it. Curators have decorated 
the home with pieces befitting of the time, with a few original 
items.

Other sites along the trail are multiple historical cabins, a 
forge and pottery shed. The pottery shed provides some of the 
pieces within the cabins. Handcrafted benches on the trail are 
made from reclaimed wood. There is also a gift shop, one of 
the few we’ve seen that is reasonably priced. You can find items 

related to Texas history, Sam Houston, along with arrowheads 
and rocks.

Our last point of interest was the memorial museum, where 
exhibits were arranged neatly, making the history easy to 
consume. There had been a recent water leak, and not all wings 
were accessible.

Back on the road, we made our way to the Sam Houston 
Monument. There is a good chance you’ve seen this before 
traveling down Interstate 45. I have many times, but my wife 
had never seen it in person. I can now say, to truly appreciate 
how large it is, you have to get out of the vehicle and see for 

[right] The trails were kept neat and provided scenic views of a lake. We even had a few ducks show off for us a little later.  
Photo by Brian Besch.

[above] The memorial museum is another main entrance for a tour of the grounds. It is here you can learn of Sam Houston’s life in great 
detail, while viewing some of his personal belongings. Photo by Brian Besch.
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yourself. My wife said she had no clue 
and was very surprised.

A sign near the visitor center says it 
is 77 feet, the world’s tallest dedicated 
to an American hero. Fun facts provided 
on a sign say the monument is 60 tons, 
his cane is 32 feet, and hands are seven 
and a half feet.

The final stop on our tour of Sam was 
his final resting place. Houston is buried 
in Oakwood Cemetery, in existence 
as early as 1846. Huntsville’s founder, 
Pleasant Gray, originally deeded the 
land to be used. The cemetery is filled 
with headstones from the 1800s and is 
a beautiful area. However, the heat had 
reached a boiling point, and we were 
hungry.

To the center of town, we chose 
historic Texan Cafe for the first time. It 
is the oldest cafe in Texas. The neon sign 
out front matches the historical theme. 
It has an open kitchen, full bar and big 
windows facing the town square.

An alcoholic drink called The Outlaw 
was close to a margarita and labeled as 
“perfect” by its drinker. She also ordered 
a grilled shrimp salad, which was graded 
a 10, with excellent flavor and a good 
swimmers-to-garden ratio.

I had a difficult decision between the 
jalapeno barbecued salmon, mushroom 
smothered pork chops or chicken fried 
steak. Our waiter’s favorite was the 
chicken fried steak, so that was my 
tiebreaker. With fantastic flavor, it did 
not need a knife. Surprisingly, the green 
beans may have been the best thing on 
my plate. An incredible smoky flavor 
and the right amount of crunch made 
them the best I’ve ever had.

As a bonus, there is a museum attached 
to the restaurant with interesting pieces 
ranging from odd to historical figures 

[left] This exhibit inside the Walker 
Education Building showed visitors what 
can be produced from a bale of cotton. 
Photo by Brian Besch.

One bale of cotton can make:
215 jeans
249 bed sheets
409 men's sport shirts
690 terry bath towels
765 men's dress shirts
1,217 men's T-shirts
1,256 pillowcases
2,104 boxer shorts
2,419 men's briefs
3,085 cloth diapers
4,321 mid-calf socks
6,436 women's knit briefs
21,940 women's handkerchiefs
313,600 $100 bills
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and artists. We took in art from 
Picasso and a letter penned by 
George Washington. I’ve been 
told the museum was covered 
in a previous edition of the East 
Texan, so I will let it provide 
details.

While in town, we passed 
by City Hall Cafe and Pie 
Bar. With a name like that, we 
knew where dessert would be 
consumed. We shared two pieces 
of pie, coconut meringue and 
salted chocolate caramel pecan. 
Both were good, but we missed 
out on the mocha expresso pie 
that was unavailable. However, 
it won’t be our last trip, and there 
will be many more opportunities 
to try what Huntsville has to 
offer.        n

[above right] The chicken fried 
steak from Café Texan was tender 
and one of the better around, but 
the green beans were truly the best 
I’ve had. 

[right] My wife’s shrimp salad 
from Café Texan received high 
marks for its flavor.

[below] The slices of coconut 
meringue and salted chocolate 
caramel pecan from City Hall 
Cafe and Pie Bar were a good 
way to cap the day.

Photos by Brian Besch.
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Located in the 
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413 N Washington Ave

Livingston, Tx
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rubycattlecompany.com

Ruby Cattle Company
Market

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm

Check out our social media for extended hours
*minimum order of $50.

Come See Us!
You’ll Be Glad You Did!

Check out our Grass Fed Beef.   Order online or pick up in store.
–  FREE DELIVERY & PICK-UP*  –

Gift Cards
available in store.

GIVE the GIFT of BEEF!

We carry cheeses, wine, beef, lamb, pork,  
specialty foods, desserts and more.

Your greatest accomplishments sometimes start 

with your love for your community and state.  

For over 110 years it has been a pleasure to stand 

with you and be a part of something great.
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WAC

FURNITURE presents their

Thank you Polk County and the surrounding areas! Pedigo Furniture is a third generation furniture store 
since 1953. We want to thank everyone who has supported our business and helped us grow since that time. 
The help and dedicated services our employees provide is very important to us and our success.

~ Jason Pedigo, President | Pedigo Furniture

Serving East Texas For 71 Years

LA-Z-BOY   |   SEALY   |   TEMPUR•PEDIC   |   MAYO

Visit us on Facebook or on our website – www.pedigofurniture.com

3785 HWY. 190 WEST • LIVINGSTON
Located 2 miles west of Livingston on Hwy 190

967-2600 | 327-8515
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm   |  Saturday 8am-6pm

We offer the newest long-lasting designs in appliances and home 
furnishings. Come check out our specials throughout the store.  

Our sales consultants are ready to help you. You’ll be glad you did!
Financing and Delivery Available

71st
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By Emily Banks Wooten

We had the opportunity to tour the USS Lexington 
Museum on the Bay in Corpus Christi earlier this year and it 
exceeded our expectations immensely. A visit there should be 
high on the bucket list for anyone who is a WWII enthusiast 
or a military history buff.

It was a humbling experience, and we were reminded 
frequently that as a former U.S. Navy vessel, the ship has steep 
stairways, low overhangs and some hazards to look out for.

Built by Bethlehem Steel Corp., the USS Lexington was 
launched Sept. 26, 1942, and commissioned Feb. 17, 1943. 
She set more records than any other Essex Class carrier in 
the history of naval aviation. The ship was the oldest working 
carrier in the U.S. Navy when decommissioned in 1991.

After training maneuvers and a shakedown cruise, the USS 
Lexington joined the Fifth Fleet, formerly the Central Pacific 
Force, at Pearl Harbor. During World War II, the carrier 

participated in nearly every major operation in the Pacific 
Theater and spent a total of 21 months in combat. Her planes 
destroyed 372 enemy aircraft in the air, and 475 more on the 
ground. She sank or destroyed 300,000 tons of enemy cargo 
and damaged an additional 600,000 tons. The ship’s guns shot 
down 15 planes and assisted in downing five more.

The Japanese reported that the USS Lexington sank no less 
than four times. Yet, each time she returned to fight again, 
leading the propagandist Tokyo Rose to nickname her “The 
Blue Ghost.” The name is a tribute to the ship and the crew 
and air groups that served aboard her. “The Blue Ghost” was 
also the first aircraft carrier to welcome women serving aboard 
in 1980.

After the war, the USS Lexington was briefly decommissioned 
(1947-1955). When reactivated, she operated primarily with 
the Seventh Fleet out of San Diego, Calif. Although not 
involved in actual combat, she kept an offshore vigil during 
tensions in Formosa, Laos and Cuba.

Taking a step back in time … 
aboard the USS Lexington

[right] The Phantom II’s unequaled versatility took it all over the globe as a fighter, bomber, interceptor and photo-reconaissance plane. 
Photo by Emily Banks Wooten.

[above] Located at Corpus Christi’s North Beach, the USS Lexington Museum on the Bay is an impressive sight to behold. Photo by 
Emily Banks Wooten.

 FEATURE | Corpus Christi
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During the 40 years that the USS Lexington served on active 
duty, she had the distinction of five designations – aircraft 
carrier (1943), attack aircraft carrier (1952), anti-submarine 
aircraft carrier (1962), training aircraft carrier (1969) and 
auxiliary aircraft landing training ship (1970).

As one of the longest serving and most decorated aircraft 
carriers in the world, the USS Lexington Museum on the Bay 
offers a truly unique experience to all who visit. While guided 
tours are available, we opted instead for a self-guided tour so 
we could explore at our own pace. There are five different tour 
routes covering 100,000 square feet and eleven decks, with 
each beginning and ending on the hangar deck. The routes 
may be taken in any order. Each one is unique and features 
multiple interactive displays.

The most popular of the five tour routes is the “Flight Deck” 
which includes an up close look at 20 aircraft aboard from the 

National Museum of Naval Aviation. You’ll also get a look at 
the anti-aircraft guns, landing gear – and get a true education 
in naval history.

High-speed catapult launches, arrested landings, air 
operations and aircraft refueling all took place on this 910-
foot long and 142-foot-wide airport. The original flight deck 
was a long rectangle, but jet aircraft demanded a separate 
landing and take-off area, so in the 1950s she underwent 
major modifications, which allowed her to serve another 36 
years. Points of interest on deck are take-off and landing 
control stations and arresting gear, anti-aircraft gun mounts 
and vintage aircraft.

The second tour route is the “Foc’sle” which is a vernacular for 
forecastle, a forward upper deck area that extends to the bow. 
The Foc’sle Tour begins on the starboard side of the hangar 
deck towards the bow, or front of the ship. The forecastle is 

[above] The Battle of the Coral Sea fought in May 1942 was a game-changer in terms of naval battles as the primary weapons weren’t 
guns, as had been for centuries, but planes. Photo by Emily Banks Wooten.

[below] A state-of-the-art multi-media exhibit features a film montage that retells the story of the attack on Pearl Harbor as the clock 
ticks down, enveloping you in this historic and devastating event. Photo by Emily Banks Wooten.
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the area of the ship where the equipment to raise and lower 
the anchors is located. Anchoring was a complex maneuver 
performed by boatswain mates (“bosuns”) who operated 
and maintained the equipment. The anchoring process was 
precisely coordinated between the bridge and the foc’sle. In 
addition to this equipment, the foc’sle area is now used for 
various exhibits.

One of the highlights of the “Foc’sle” is a state-of-the-art 
multi-media exhibit that features a film montage that retells 
the story of the attack on Pearl Harbor, enveloping you in this 
historic and devastating event. A graphic map of Pearl Harbor 
at a 1/2400 scale sets the scene with models of the ships docked 
in position, just as they were on the day of that fateful attack. 
The events unfold in front of your eyes through realistic battle 
animations, an 8,000-watt sound system, and transducers that 
shake the walkway with each rumbling explosion. To the side, 

you will see the Japanese plan of attack as a 1941 model radio 
fills the air with FDR’s famous address to Congress, “A Date 
Which Will Live in Infamy.”

Near the multi-media exhibit is the complete Pearl Harbor 
survivor license plate collection, a display that took over 20 
years to complete and is one of only a handful ever assembled. 
The collection is dedicated to the members of the Pearl Harbor 
Survivors Association.

Just below the flight deck is the Combat Information Center 
(CIC), which collected and evaluated all information on the 
status of USS Lexington, other friendly ships and enemy forces. 
The CIC directed the ship’s performance in close coordination 
with the air operations center (AirOps) and the carrier air 
traffic control center (CATCC) next door. The CIC is located 
on the tour route referred to as the “Gallery Deck,” which also 
includes the captain’s gallery and cabin and a library.

[below] The Boeing F/A-18 Hornet was unveiled in 1986 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Blue Angels, a flight exhibition team 
conceived in 1946 by Admiral Chester Nimitz to raise the public’s interest in naval aviation and boost Navy morale. Photo by Emily 
Banks Wooten.

[above] The “Warbirds & Warships Scale Model Gallery” was five years in the making and features over 490 pieces on display. It is the 
largest publicly exhibited model collection in Texas, created by more than 120 talented craftsmen. Photo by Emily Banks Wooten.
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The “Lower Decks,” the fourth tour route, features the 
“Warbirds & Warships Scale Model Gallery.” Five years 
in the making and with over 490 pieces on display, it is 
the largest publicly exhibited model collection in Texas. 
More than 120 talented craftsmen spent many thousands 
of hours creating the models displayed in this must-see 
exhibit.

Also included on the lower decks are the crew’s galley, 
the dental clinic, the engine room, carrier row, sick bay and 
chapel, all of which allow visitors to see how the up to 
3,000 crewmembers lived during months at sea.

The fifth and final tour route is the “Hangar Deck.” 
During wartime this deck stored as many as 60 aircraft. 
Maintenance, refueling and rearming of these aircraft took 
place here. Unchanged in size since WWII, the hangar 
deck measures 654 feet by 70 feet, is 17.5 feet high, and 
covers 40,000 square feet. The deck is divided into three 
bays that could be sealed off by electrically operated fire 
doors. Each bay contains its own conflagration station for 
station damage control.

Sprinkled throughout are numerous interesting bits of 
trivia about the USS Lexington. For example, you could 
park more than 1,000 automobiles on the Lexington’s 
flight deck. She has more sleeping space than the largest 
hotel in the world and carried enough fuel to sail a distance 
of 30,000 miles nonstop. The flight deck is equal to more 
than two acres. You could play three football games at the 
same time on the flight deck or 14 basketball games at the 
same time.

During her 40 years, she steamed a total of 209,000 miles 
which is the equivalent to eight times around the world. 
She has crossed the equator 14 times and the International 
Date Line six times. She has more telephones than a city 
of 5,000 and can produce enough electric power to supply 
a city of 150,000.

We spent about four and a half hours touring the USS 
Lexington. However, there is so much to see that one 
could easily spend the entire day.       n

USS Lexington Museum on the Bay is located at 2914 N. 
Shoreline Blvd. in Corpus Christi. Hours of operation are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. from Labor Day through Memorial Day but 
are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. during Spring Break and during the 
summer from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Admission is as follows: Adults (18+) - $20.95, Seniors 
(60+) - $17.95, Military - $15.95, Youth (13-17) - $17.95 
and Children (4-12) - $14.95. Parking is $5.

For additional information, call 1-800-LADY LEX or go 
to usslexington.com.

[right] Used to communicate between ships or from ship to 
shore, the signal flags atop the USS Lexington are a beautiful 
sight against the blue sky. Photo by Emily Banks Wooten.
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Good Golly 
Miss Molly’s
antiques & gifts

Trot on in....  It’s A Fun Place Trot on in....  It’s A Fun Place 
to Shop for Home & Garden!to Shop for Home & Garden!

OpenOpen
Mon-Sat 10-5 | Sun 12-4Mon-Sat 10-5 | Sun 12-4

936-327-5945936-327-5945

406 N. Washington | Livingston, Texas406 N. Washington | Livingston, Texas

LAWSON
INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto Insurance
Home Insurance
Home Liablity Insurance
Life Insurance

(936) 897-2573
lawsoninsurancetx.com

ZAVALLA, TEXAS

ANGIE NEALANGIE NEAL
AgentAgent

• Design and Construction •
• Customization •

• Lift Sales, Service, Repair and Installation •
• Maintenance Services •

Home To BIG BERTHA
                            & LITTLE BERTHA
Lake Livingston’s two fully hydraulic pile setting barges

We assist our clients with all phases 
of their  project including consultation, 
design, permitting, and construction.  Your 
design or ours, we will help you plan  and 
build the perfect product to fit your needs 
and budget. Our services include the 
construction  and repair of docks, piers, 
bulkheads, boathouses, boat lifts, and Jet 
Ski lifts.  We also provide individual pile 
driving and  permitting services. Service 
locations are Lake Livingston, Lake Conroe 
and Lake Houston.

At Ivy Construction located on Lake 
Livingston, we strive to provide quality 
craftsmanship at a competitive price.  
We pride ourselves on building the most 
durable construction on the lake. Contact 
us for a free estimate. We look forward to 
serving you.

Bulkheads &
Boathouses
936-239-2357
Ivy Construction, LLC

www.ivy-construction.com
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I see more 
than a bundle.

While other insurers just see 
your home and car as a bundle 
or a combo deal, I take the 
time to see what they mean 
to you and give them the 
protection they deserve.   
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1706808

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

Christopher Scott, Agent
255 FM 350 S

Livingston, TX  77351
Bus: 936-327-4141

chris.scott.nyut@statefarm.com

MAKE YOUR BRAND STAND OUT WITH PROFESSIONAL

EMBROIDERY
& SCREEN PRINTING

20+
YEARS OF 

EXPERIENCE

80,000+
PRODUCTS 

SHIPPED 
EVERY YEAR

1,000+
CLIENTS 
SERVED

936-858-9996 - jandjembroiderytx.com
166 Cooper St. - Alto, TX 75925

Caps - Apparel - Screen Printing
Retail & Wholesale

www.mooreautosalestx.comwww.mooreautosalestx.com

1617 W. Church • Livingston, Texas  • 936.327.3600 
(Across from Walmart Supercenter)

We Buy Vehicles!
We Rent Vehicles!

WE  RUN CARFAX
(tells history of your car)

MooreMoore
SaleSSaleSautoauto

The only thing better than our cars is our word!

Doing business in East Texas since 1963
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By Janice R. Edwards

Who would have ever thought there would be a town in 
rural East Texas named Moscow? But just down the road from 
Livingston, Texas at the junction of U.S. Highway 59 and 
Farm to Market Road 350 is the tiny, peaceful unincorporated 
town of Moscow, Texas. At first sight, there is not much to 
suggest a stop there – possibly a small convenience store/gas 
station and post office. Blink and you’ll miss this community 
of 170 residents (according to the 2000 census). But look just a 
little past the end of your nose – Moscow, Texas exudes history. 
In fact, within a four-block radius there are two city parks and 
– count them – five Texas historical markers. Just four miles 
beyond them on FM 350 is another, most intriguing, Texas 
historical marker. Oh, the stories this little town could tell 
if it could speak. Take the time to read the markers and an 
unexpected prosperous past emerges out of history’s midst.

The first marker tells a story, one how Moscow came into 
being, and begins the revelation of the forgotten saga. David 
and Matilda Green settled on the John Dickinson headright 
in the 1840s during the era of the Republic of Texas. Green 
established a post office in 1847 calling this place simply, 
Green’s. However, the name of this community changed to 
Moscow, Texas in 1853 when the postal authorities rejected 
the proposed formal name of Greenville – it was too close to 
another town, Greensboro, Texas. In frustration, the folks then 
named it after a city they knew was nowhere close to the name 
or their location – Moscow, Russia – and the postal authorities 
were happy.

Moscow was originally incorporated in 1856 and sometime 
in the late 1800s became a trading center for farmers and a 
stage stop on the Liberty-Nacogdoches Road. In 1880, with 
a citizenship of 228 people, it became the largest city in Polk 
County. In its heyday, it boasted cotton gins, sawmills, saloons, 

Surprising Moscow, Texas

[right] State Historical Marker for Moscow. Photo by Janice R. Edwards.

[above] Looking into the entrance to the Moscow Masonic School Park. Photo by Janice R. Edwards.

 HISTORY | Moscow
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Surprising Moscow, Texas
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[above] Historic C. E. Mathews house. Photo by Janice R. Edwards.

[below] The Masonic School Marker in the remains of the  
Masonic School wall that once surrounded the school grounds.  
Photo by Janice R. Edwards.

[below] The Holhausen Darby Cemetery sign located to the 
right of the state historic marker for John Wesley Hardin.  
Photo by Janice R. Edwards.
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a hotel, a food cannery and an architectural column factory 
among other businesses and shops. And the railroads 
came: the Houston, East and West Texas Railway (1880); 
followed by the seven-mile-long Moscow, Camden and 
San Augustine constructed from Moscow to Camden in 
1899 (one of the shortest railroads in Texas). They were so 
“uptown” then, that a mule-drawn streetcar transported 
people from the business district to the railroad depot. 
A weekly newspaper, the East Texas Pinery, was first 
published in Moscow in 1885.

A second marker tells the story of the First Baptist 
Church. It states the church was built in 1849 by members 
utilizing square nails, hand sawn lumber, and pegs joining 
sills and floor framing. This marker was recorded in 1945 
prior to Texas’ Centennial year celebration. The marker 
resides on the outside wall of a little church. Today’s 
First Baptist Church looks very different from the one 
described in the historical marker.

A third marker appears outside a well-manicured 
antebellum house – the E.C. Mathews house. This house 
was built in 1856 by “Daddy Poe.” It incorporates columns 
made of hollowed pine trees (a process Poe pioneered) 
and a swinging upstairs porch. In the peak of its success, 
Moscow featured a factory that made the hollow columns 
from the area’s large pine trees.

The fourth and fifth historical markers are located on 
the two city parks mentioned earlier. One marker and park 
commemorate Texas Statesman William Pettus Hobby, 
and the other marker and city park memorializes the 
Moscow Male and Female Academy (operated after 1857 
under Masonic authorization as the Moscow Masonic 
Academy) which is how it is basically remembered. Both 
parks seem to be under utilized and have seen better days 
but would make good places for a picnic lunch on a road 
trip discovering Moscow.

The marker for William Pettus Hobby (1878-1964), 
businessman and politician, states he was born near the 
marker’s site in Moscow, Texas. He attended the Masonic 
Moscow Academy. In 1895, he began work at The Houston 
Post as a circulation clerk. He became the Post’s managing 
editor at the age of 23 and was named publisher of The 
Beaumont Enterprise in 1907. He became the governor 
of Texas in 1917 when James E. Ferguson was impeached 
and was elected to his own full term in 1919. He was the 
president of the Houston Post from 1924 until his death 
in 1964. The Houston Post Company included both the 
radio station KPRC and KPRC-TV. In August 1955, 
he became chairman of the board of the company. The 
state historical marker at his birthplace was dedicated in 
Moscow in 1964.

The Moscow (Masonic) Male and Female Academy 
marker was erected in 1963 and positioned in the remains 
of what was the wall surrounding the school. The marker 
is included in the Texas 1936 Centennial Markers and 
Monuments list. The Moscow Male and Female Academy 
was built in 1853 and served the community under this 
name until 1857 when the Masons took the school 

HUNTSVILLE
HOLIDAY 

MARKET

$7
 ENTRY

(GOOD FOR
 BOTH DAYS)

N O V E M B E R  9 - 1 0 ,  2 0 2 4N O V E M B E R  9 - 1 0 ,  2 0 2 4

walker county fair groundswalker county fair grounds
3925 State Highway 30 W, Huntsville, TX

SATURDAY
10 AM-5 PM

SUNDAY
10 AM-4 PM

ALL INDOOR, CLIMATE CONTROLLED FACILITY.
FREE PARKING & GREAT CONCESSIONS!

Antiques, vintage, boutiques,
collectibles, jewelry, furniture,
primitives, home decor, crafts,

turquoise, woodworks, Scentsy,
gifts, holiday décor and more!
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under their auspices and it became the Moscow Masonic 
Academy (or according to some sources, Moscow Masonic 
High School). The school remained in Masonic hands until 
it merged into the public school system. In Moscow’s glory 
days, it was “the place” to send your children to be educated. 
Many dignitaries attended this school. The school burned 
down around 1935 and there is little left on the grounds but 
a couple of original staircases and a partial wall.

The most intriguing state marker is about four miles 
out FM 350 in front of the Holhausen Darby Cemetery 
(established 1862) – that for John Wesley Hardin (May 26, 
1853 – August 19, 1895), the western outlaw and gunslinger. 
The marker indicates that it is placed near the boyhood home 
of Hardin, that he was a folk hero and an ardent Southerner 
who killed over 30 men in his life. It goes on to say that his 
resistance to Union troops made him a hero and set him on 
his lawless career. His family was politically active and well 
connected in the Confederacy, with his father achieving the 
rank of captain. Hardin even ran away from home in1862 
at the age of nine to join the Confederacy. Hardin reached 
adolescence and was strongly against black people as the 
South entered the Reconstruction period.

Hardin was living in or around Moscow when in November 
1868 at age 15, he challenged his Uncle Holhousen’s former 
slave, Major “Maje” Holhausen, to a wrestling match – 
which Hardin won. On the next day – according to Hardin 
– “Maje” ambushed him, and Hardin shot him five times. 
“Maje” died three days later. Hardin’s father believed he 
would not receive a fair trial in a Union-occupied state 
(where more than a third of the state police were former 
slaves) and ordered his son into hiding. Weeks later, three 
Union soldiers were sent to arrest Hardin. Hardin shot 
and killed them. So, Moscow was the site of John Wesley 
Hardin’s first victim on the road to his killing over 30 men. 
Who knew?

There are three other markers a little further from Hardin’s 
marker outside of Moscow: the town of Corrigan (7.2 miles 
away); Bethel Baptist Church (approximately. 7½ miles 
away); and Greenfield Cemetery (approximately 13.1 miles 
away). There’s a lot of history packed into the area around 
Moscow that you might miss if you blink when you drive 
by. So, on a cool Autum day, grab your camera, pack a picnic 
lunch and take a road trip to Moscow … Texas. You might 
just learn something. I know I did.     n

[above] Remains of stairs - all that remains of the Masonic School. Photo by Janice R. Edwards.
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[right] William P. Hobby state 
historical marker in William P. 
Hobby Park. 

[below] An old plow, a 
remnant of an agricultural past 
outside C. E. Mathews house. 

Photos by Janice R. Edwards.

Look just a little 
past the end of  

your nose – 
Moscow, Texas 
exudes history.
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RV Sites & Campground
Meetings, Weddings & Parties
• Private Lake
• Rec Room
• Swimming Pool
• Kayaks Available

• Birding
• Retreat for  

Writers, Artists  
& Quilters

248 Woodsy Hollow, Goodrich

936-365-CAMP
woodsyhollow.com
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Polk County Enterprise Reader’s Choice Awards Polk County Enterprise Reader’s Choice Awards 
Best of Polk County 2019-2022Best of Polk County 2019-2022

 Quality Service 

Ed’s Pest Control

Call Today for Free Termite Inspection and All Your Pest Needs!
One-Year Guarantee Ant Control

TPCL 10739
Ed Griffith

936-327-9368 
617 N. Washington • Livingston

Comparable Prices!
On Household Extermination – No Need to Empty Cabinets!

• No Job Too Large or Small • 
• All Work Guaranteed •

WE ARE EQUIPPED  TO DO MOSQUITO FOGGING 
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Thank you!

We accept all major credit cards

Pest Control
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From the Eiffel Tower in Paris (Texas), down to the
beautiful Gulf Coast, it's no secret that East Texas is
the greatest place to work, worship, visit or live.

Whether you love kayaking the Sabine, fishing the
Trinity River, shopping in historic downtowns like
Jefferson and Lufkin, finding mouth watering cuisine
or indulging in the rich history trickling throughout...

For the second year in a row, we want to recognize
the fine businesses in East Texas that make this
statement true.

Please nominate your favorite establishments in East
Texas through the month of October, then return in
November and vote them to the top.

The final three businesses will be ranked and
recognized in the Spring 2025 edition of the East
Texan magazine.

For questions, concerns, or more information, please
contact ashley@polkcountypublishing.com.

NOMINATE OCT. 1-30 | VOTE NOV. 1-30

NOMINATE YOUR
FAVORITES, THEN

COME BACK &
VOTE THEM TO

THE TOP.
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By Chris Edwards
 
Christmas displays – sure, we’ve all seen big, flashy ones, 

and, sure, we’ve all shaken our heads, laughed (or experienced 
a combination of those reactions) at some of ‘em.

There are some that are big and bold, however; fitting of 
their surroundings, and able to eke out smiles from a whole 
town. For 58 consecutive years, as of this coming December, 
the city of Lufkin has played host to a 45-foot tall oil pumping 
unit festooned as jolly Saint Nick’s red-nosed sleigh-guiding 
most famous reindeer of all.

Rudolph the Red-Nose Pumping Unit, a Mark 640 
pumpjack, is synonymous with Christmastime in Lufkin, 
Texas, and a reminder of the legacy of industry in the town.

The city, in partnership with Lufkin Industries, created an 
annual Christmas in the Pines celebration, downtown, where 
the lighting of Rudolph is the linchpin factor of the event, 
which has grown through the years to include craft and food 
vendors, a ceremony featuring a Boy Scout troop reciting the 
“Pledge of Allegiance” and an art contest.

According to information from Lufkin Industries, the 
company responsible for both Rudolph and the pumpjack’s 
creation, the tradition began as we know it in 1966, when 
employees carefully tossed a few Christmas lights on a pumping 
unit onsite at the Lufkin Industries facility in Lufkin. The late 
Lufkinite and historian Bob Bowman wrote that even before 
the city began celebrating Rudolph with the official lighting in 
1966, it had been a tradition at the plant going back to 1953, 
to decorate a small pumping unit with a red light bulb and a 
ribbon.

A Lufkin Industries employee, Guy Croom, was the first 
to do it, having been inspired by Gene Autry’s hit song 
chronicling Rudolph’s turn at guiding Santa’s sleigh.

From those beginnings, when that group of Lufkin 
employees adorned the pumper with a small red nose and 
some lights and placed it outside the machine shop for the 
community to enjoy, it became a tradition, much beloved by 
Lufkinites and visitors alike.

As the sands passed through the hourglass, the displays on 
the pumper became more elaborate, and in 2024, it takes four 
to five days to install all of the lights, which number in excess 
of 4,000, on the unit. When it is fully extended, it stands its 
full 45 feet, and a 38-foot dump trailer stationed to the rear of 
Rudolph becomes Santa’s sleigh.

A LUFKIN (formerly Lufkin Industries) representative said 
it takes three days to move Rudolph downtown to set him up, 

and then another three days, at the end of the holiday season, 
to disassemble and put him into storage, in wait for the next 
year’s festivities.

Through the years, the location of Rudolph migrated from 
the original on-site placement, visible to the community from 
Raguet and Angelina streets, to the front of Lufkin Mall, 
where it was a staple for many years. It was also stationed, for a 
brief time, at the corner of Pershing and Feagin.

There have even been different iterations of Rudolph 
through the years, including the Mark II pumper, which was 
invented by Joe Byrd, a Lufkinite who moved from Colorado 
to work at Lufkin Industries. Byrd invented that pumping unit 
in 1956, and the tallest model was 90 feet.

For many Lufkinites, Rudolph is more than a welcome 
signal of Christmas cheer, but a bittersweet reminder of the 
industry that put the town on the map. The company that 
bore the attraction, as well as the patents and manufacture for 
the pumpers to create it, once employed thousands of people. 
Founded in 1902, and then known as Lufkin Foundry and 
Machine Company, as a machine shop, the oil and gas industry 
made the company a powerhouse and kept Lufkin’s economy 
afloat.

An acquisition by General Electric in 2013, amid falling 
oil prices, then a merger with Baker Hughes in 2017, and a 
subsequent rebranding to LUFKIN, have left the once large 
employer a shell of its former self, with just 36 employees, 
and with it, a refocus within the city’s economy to smaller 
companies and a focus on arts tourism.

Rudolph, in the perennial children’s tale penned by Robert 
May, represents the American dream for children; that 
everyone is special and should be recognized for their unique 
talents and abilities. The City of Lufkin, in a sense, is like 
the sleigh-guiding fawn famously ridiculed for his red nose. 
Despite the gutting of the city’s major employer, it remains a 
viable center in East Texas of economic viability and cultural 
relevance.Rudolph, the 45-foot pumpjack, with his nose so 
bright, is a window to traditions and a welcome reminder, 
to some, of that past, but also a beacon to future prosperity, 
within the city’s boundaries, as well as throughout the deep 
Pineywoods region.     n

Rudolph the Red-Nose Pumping Unit will be unveiled for the 
58th year on Friday, Dec. 5, at 5:30 p.m. The location is 113 South 
First Street in downtown Lufkin. You can put it in your GPS, or 
Google Map the location, but it’ll be hard to miss.

A nose so bright to light up Lufkin
Luminous red-nosed attraction is a tradition signaling Christmastime
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Movin’ on up!Movin’ on up!
The Sam Houston Bearkats are making the leap to FBS

By Kevin Wooten

Sam Houston’s football program has made a long journey 
from their earliest iteration to the present, where they now 
compete in the highest division in college football. Reaching 
the top of the collegiate pecking order comes with many 
advantages, as well as challenges. More scholarships, better 
opponents, and the need for upgraded facilities are all part of 
the new normal.

The Bearkats began playing football in 1912. Those earliest 
teams competed as independents, without any official affiliation 
until 1923. They played in the Texas Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association (TIAA) from 1924 to 1931. At that point they 
moved to the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletes 
(NAIA), where they participated from 1931 until 1982. The 
next step up in competition was from 1982 until 1985, when 
they competed at the NCAA Division II level. It was at this 
point that the important shift to Division I competition 
began, competing in the FCS (Football Championship 
Subdivision), which is the lower level of Division I, from 1986 
through 2021. 

It was in 2021 things began to get a bit crazy. Sam Houston 

saw an opportunity to join a more competitive conference 
when they joined the Western Athletic Conference (WAC). 
Their stay was short-lived, when a series of events occurred 
that created an opportunity to move up to the highest level. 

A fundamental realignment of NCAA conference athletics 
began when The University of Texas and University of 
Oklahoma left the Big 12, which is part of the D-I Football 
Bowl Subdivision (FBS), the highest level of Division I. UT 
and OU departed for the Southeastern Conference (SEC). 
This move set off a series of unexpected movements of teams 
across conferences. It was during the upheaval, in 2021, 
that Sam Houston accepted an invitation to join the FBS 
Conference USA (CUSA). The motivation for the move was 
to have the Bearkats compete at the highest level, while also 
gaining access to the lucrative financial windfall of the College 
Football Playoff monetary distribution and media rights 
shares from the likes of ESPN and CBS Sports Network. Of 
course, it is almost always about the money.

The Bearkat football program was very competitive during 
the last 10-15 years at each level in which it competed. But 
the move to CUSA and FBS competition required a large 
commitment on many different levels. 

 FEATURE | Huntsville
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First, the move up meant an initial increase in scholarship 
limits for football players from the FCS level of less than 70 
to 85. Recently, the maximum allowable football scholarships 
increased to 105 beginning in the 2025-26 season. The 
increase will allow more players to participate on scholarship, 
which creates more depth at all positions of the team. The 
difference in scholarship limits is the primary difference 
between FCS and FBS football.

Second, the move up required a dedicated commitment 
to improving the athletic facilities for football, as well as 
other Bearkat athletic programs that will compete in CUSA. 
The baseball/softball complex received upgrades, a new 
tennis facility is in progress, and plans are being made for 
a dedicated track and field location. The new track and field 
facility is required as a result of planned upgrades to where 
the Bearkats play football, Bowers Stadium.

Bowers will be the most high-profile change most people 
will see. Moving up to FBS requires a minimum standard of 
facilities that far exceed those at the FCS level, and this is 
where Sam Houston has placed its priority. 

The first step was to remove the track around the football 
field. While having both the track and football field in the 
same stadium was a practical consideration in the past, 
expectations at the FBS level are that the two sports compete 
in different locations, with each having dedicated facilities. 

The second, and most expensive, construction phase at 
Bowers will be the demolition of the press box, which was 
built in 1986 during the original construction of the stadium. 
Sam Houston has secured $60 million in funding to build 
a state of the art, modern press box that will represent a far 
superior experience not just for fans, but also for coaches 
who communicate with those on the field. Up-to-date audio 
and visual spaces will greatly improve television, radio and 
streaming quality. Also included in the new design will be 
dedicated suites and club levels as revenue-producing ways 
to enjoy the games in luxury.

With the move up in competition, as well as the improved 
game-day experiences, the hope is that more students and 
alumni, as well as casual fans, attend the game day festivities 
that also include expanded pre-game tailgating opportunities. 

Sam Houston began CUSA play during the ‘23-’24 season. 
They were ineligible for the conference championship during 
this transition period. The football team struggled early on, 
beginning the season with eight consecutive losses before 
winning 3 of their final 4 games. The current season as full 
members of CUSA offers the opportunity for a conference 
championship, as well as the ability to participate in a post-
season bowl game. 

Time will tell if the Bearkats will have continued success 
at this level of competition, but if the current results are any 
indication, the winning ways of Sam Houston football will 
continue. As of this writing the team has an overall 4-1 win-
loss record while being 2-0 in conference play.

This is a rendering of the proposed front entrance of the Bowers 
Stadium remodel. Photo courtesy gobearkats.com.

[left] The current front entrance to Bowers Stadium is due to 
be demolished as part of the stadium remodel. Photo by Kevin 
Wooten.

Live music is part of the new and expanded tailgating 
opportunities. Photo by Kevin Wooten.

This is a rendering of the proposed Bowers Stadium press box. 
Photo courtesy gobearkats.com.
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No Greater Place 
to Live than

East Texas

907 West Bluff St. 
Woodville, Texas 75979

Office Phone

(409) 331-9636
www.fowler1st.com

Lake Dam Construction • Driveways • House and Barn PadsLake Dam Construction • Driveways • House and Barn Pads
 • Commercial/Residential Construction • Excavation Services • Heavy Equipment • Commercial/Residential Construction • Excavation Services • Heavy Equipment

 • Dump Trucks • Backhoe • Winch Trucks • Vacuum Trucks • Pipeline Construction  • Dump Trucks • Backhoe • Winch Trucks • Vacuum Trucks • Pipeline Construction 
• Oil Field Construction and Services • Site Preparation • New & Used Pipe• Oil Field Construction and Services • Site Preparation • New & Used Pipe

George Bartee Construction Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 372 • 13363 US Hwy 287 North
Grapeland, TX 75844

936-687-4811 (Office)
936-546-8227 Jason Brides (cell)

936-546-8887 Dick Brides (cell)

50 YEARS 
50 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE
EXPERIENCE

CALLCALLTODAY!
TODAY!

www.barteeconstruction.com
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Farewell Timberman Farewell Timberman 

By Sandy CarrollBy Sandy Carroll

The delicate dance transpiring The delicate dance transpiring 
When Nature opens its eyes When Nature opens its eyes 

On a Leon Hale kinda morning On a Leon Hale kinda morning 
Beneath East Texas Skies.Beneath East Texas Skies.

A beautiful ache within my chest A beautiful ache within my chest 
Untamed beauty beneath the pines. Untamed beauty beneath the pines. 

Little else matters, Little else matters, 
Except thicketed Deer or a swirling Bass on my line.Except thicketed Deer or a swirling Bass on my line.

Devoted Outdoorsman, lover of print Devoted Outdoorsman, lover of print 
Writing stories of things unexplained Writing stories of things unexplained 

He awakened mysteries of Hidden Coves, He awakened mysteries of Hidden Coves, 
Or Logging Roads hidden in rain.Or Logging Roads hidden in rain.

Coffee fed days of wandering, Coffee fed days of wandering, 
With notebook, thermos, and pen. With notebook, thermos, and pen. 
You always captured Yesterdays You always captured Yesterdays 

Beyond the River Bend.Beyond the River Bend.

Your writings are etched in the Timberline, Your writings are etched in the Timberline, 
Unburdening a humble Man’s load. Unburdening a humble Man’s load. 

As leaves begin turning to woodsmoke, As leaves begin turning to woodsmoke, 
I’ll “See You on Down the Road.”I’ll “See You on Down the Road.”

  POETRY
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By Emily Banks Wooten

Years ago, while thumbing through a magazine in a hotel 
room in Austin, I saw an ad that caught my eye with its drool-
worthy photos of beautiful food. It was for a restaurant called 
Moonshine Patio Bar & Grill.

I was in town for a conference and had no plans for dinner 
that evening, so I decided to check out Moonshine. Everything 
on the menu sounded great, but I was drawn to the seared 
rainbow trout with cornbread stuffing, chile sage butter and 
green beans with bacon. Every single bite was wonderful.

The opportunity to return to Moonshine presented itself 
over the summer when we were in Austin for our daughter’s 

three-day orientation at The University of Texas. She had a full 
schedule that included meals, so it would just be the two of us. 
The trip happened to fall on our wedding anniversary, and I 
couldn’t think of a better place to celebrate the occasion than 
Moonshine.

I’d built it up quite a bit and was hoping that we wouldn’t be 
disappointed. Of course I was worried for nothing. Moonshine 
is one of those places where you just can’t go wrong, regardless 
of what you order. 

I started with an iceberg wedge composed of bacon, tomato, 
blue cheese, candied pecans and ranch and it was delightful. 
The sweetness from the candied pecans was a nice counterpoint 
to the pungent blue cheese. For my entree, I selected the 
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[below] Daughter ordered the Sunday house club sandwich with turkey, ham, bacon, pimento cheese, red onion, house mayo, lettuce and 
tomato, served with a side of French fries. Photo by Natalie Wooten.

My love of Moonshine Patio 
Bar & Grill began by chance …
Proving that advertising does work

Hubby enjoyed the center cut pork chop with bourbon cherry chutney, herb salad, demi-glace and Yukon mashers. 
Photo by Kevin Wooten.

 SMALL TOWN BITES | Austin



                                                              37 

Hubby enjoyed the center cut pork chop with bourbon cherry chutney, herb salad, demi-glace and Yukon mashers. 
Photo by Kevin Wooten.
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horseradish crusted salmon with lemon dill butter sauce and 
Brussels sprouts. Everything about it was wonderful. He chose 
the jalapeno hanger steak with salsa verde, demi-glace and 
Yukon mashers. He commented that his jalapeno hanger steak 
was the tenderest piece of steak he’d ever eaten. He insisted 
on sharing a bite of it with me and it melted in my mouth like 
butter. I knew that’s what I would be ordering on our next trip 
to Moonshine.

We were back in Austin not long ago to move our daughter 
into her dorm. On our last night there, we went to Moonshine. 
I didn’t even have to look at the menu. I knew I was getting 
that jalapeno hanger steak. I did and was not disappointed one 
bit. Every single bite was divine. Hubby selected the center 
cut pork chop with bourbon cherry chutney, herb salad, demi-
glace and Yukon mashers. Coming in at about three inches 
thick, I think it may have been the thickest pork chop I’ve ever 
seen. He shared a bite with me, and it was moist, tender and 
absolutely delicious. Our daughter ordered a Sunday house 
club with turkey, ham, bacon, pimento cheese, red onion, house 
mayo, lettuce and tomato (minus the red onion). It comes with 
French fries, but she opted to also accompany it with a side of 
baked macaroni pimento cheese with a bacon gratin. We were 
all happily sated as we rode back to the hotel.

Located at 303 Red River, Moonshine Patio Bar & Grill is 
housed in a building that is a Texas Historic Landmark, having 
formerly served as the Hofheintz-Reissig Store. According to 
the Texas Historical Commission marker erected out front, the 
structure served as a grocery and dry goods store for nearly 100 
years, having been built between 1850 and 1875 for German 
Emigrant Henry Hofheintz. A one-story addition was later 
added and was used as a saloon and a residence. Hofheintz’ 
eldest child, Catherine Louise, and her husband, Adolph 
Reissig, inherited the store, and the property remained in the 
family until 1966. The building is a beautiful example of the 
German-influenced architecture found in many 19th-century 
Texas buildings. It is also on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Co-founders Chuck Smith and Larry Perdido opened the 
doors of Moonshine Patio Bar & Grill in 2003 with the desire 
to take you back to a simpler time. Comfortable and familiar, 
relaxed and easygoing, Moonshine greets guests like family, 
serving up great cooking with an innovative take on classic 
American comfort food.

As of this writing, I truly believe that Moonshine Patio Bar 
& Grill may be my favorite restaurant in Austin.      n

I selected the horseradish crusted salmon with lemon dill butter sauce and Brussels sprouts. Photo by Emily Banks Wooten.
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By Mollie LaSalle

Author’s note: Two years ago, in August 2022, I called Jacques 
Blanchette and asked if he would be willing to sit for an interview 
for the next East Texan. He politely declined, saying “Find someone 
more interesting than me.” I approached him again two months 
ago. I didn’t even get the words out when he looked at me and said, 
without hesitation, “I’m ready, let’s do it.”

Teddy Roosevelt was quoted as saying “speak softly and 
carry a big stick; you will go far.” Jacques Blanchette seems 
to have taken these words to heart, he is a soft-spoken man 
who knows what he wants and has left his legacy of service for 
future generations.

 Blanchette gets this narrative started - “I’m a native of 
Beaumont, I attended first through fifth grade at Eugene Field 
Elementary. Mother and Dad (Val and Doris Blanchette) had 
property in Colmesneil, in Tyler County, and subsequently 
built a house there, in 1967. I started school there in sixth 
grade and graduated from Colmesneil High School in 1974.” 
He had already met his future bride when Leeza Griffin was 
encouraged by her tennis coach to get off the bus and meet 
him upon returning from a match at Lamar in February 
1973. Jacques had gone with a friend to pick up the friend’s 
girlfriend, who was also on the bus. Leeza was a Woodville 
High School sophomore, Jacques a Colmesneil High School 
junior. The tennis coach was none other than the legendary 
Sergio Ramos.

Jacques attended Kilgore College from 1974-76, getting an 
associate’s degree in general studies. From Kilgore, he went to 
Texas Tech in Lubbock to continue his education.  “When I 
was at Texas Tech, I really wasn’t fulfilled in my degree pursuit,” 
he said. “I took an occupational preference test, which was 500 
questions. The results showed the top preference was funeral 
director, the second choice was beautician. It was funny because 

I told the counselor that I had only been to four funerals in my 
life, and my only association with beauticians was one of my 
classmate’s mothers, who was a local hairdresser. My mind was 
trying to process the thought that I am not going to set little 
old ladies’ blue hair. Consequently, I thought I am floundering; 
I am going to go work somewhere for a while so I can figure 
out what I am going to do.”

Jacques’ great uncle, W.O. Stringer, could have advised 
Jacques on his future endeavors at this point in time, but he 
was long gone from this earth by the 1970s. W.O. Stringer was 
the county judge in Jasper, Texas in the early 1920s when he 
founded Stringer Funeral Home in 1928. Stringer eventually 
sold the business to his nephew, J.O. Stringer. In 1979, Ky 
Griffin was named the manager of the funeral home and in 
1982, became an owner and was named vice president and 
general manager, later becoming CEO/President of the now 
re-named Stringer and Griffin Funeral Home.

Jacques admitted that he was smitten with Leeza and 
was ready to get married, as she was living and working in 
Houston and was glad to move back home. Jacques and Leeza 
were married on St. Patrick’s Day in 1979. They moved back 
home to Tyler County where Jacques went to work for Ogden 
Chevrolet in Colmesneil for three months. In 1980, Jacques 
took a job with GMAC in Lufkin. It was at this point in time 
that Leeza’s brother Ky began calling Jacques and asking him 
to consider coming to work for him at a funeral home in Jasper 
in which he had taken over the management. Jacques said, “Ky 
asked me what I would think about coming to Jasper and 
plugging in with him, so we did, but at the time, you needed 
to be able to do the embalming. I wasn’t interested in that side 
of the business, so I left the industry. We moved to Tyler at the 
end of 1989 and from 1990 -1991, I worked as a representative 
for National Write Your Congressman (NWYC) which was a 
counterpart of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Blanchette 
distributed research materials to constituents to encourage 

Find Someone  
More Interesting Than Me

“I hope I served honorably, I ruled justly, and I left the office at the next level”
-Jacques Blanchette, Tyler County Judge, 2007-2022.

Work is a family affair for Leeza and Jacques Blanchette at Stringer & Griffin Funeral Home in Woodville in August 2024.  
Photo by Mollie LaSalle.
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a grassroots movement of connecting to your lawmakers. 
Blanchette remarked that the period of time in that role was 
beneficial to him in that he was exposed to taxpaying members 
of the business community.

The year 1991 would bring yet another move for the 
Blanchettes when Ky called saying he was going to open a 
funeral home in Woodville. “I agreed to work there for a while 
but was not considering anything permanent. As I started 
doing day to day duties at the funeral home, the job began 
to suit me, and I commuted to and from Houston to attend 
the Commonwealth Institute of Funeral Service to become a 
licensed funeral director in 1994.”

Blanchette had always known that he wanted to do 
something bigger than himself. He said that one day as he was 
passing the Tyler County Courthouse, “It came into my heart, 
prepare yourself to run for office one day. Several years passed, 
and I did. I went and talked to then county judge Jerome 
Owens who told me that it was his plan to seek one more 
term unless District Judge Monte Lawlis retired, then Owens 
would seek that seat, which is what happened in 2006.”

That year, Jacques entered a three-man race for county judge. 
He had two challengers on the Democratic side, and he was 
the lone Republican candidate. The March primary that year 
narrowed the race down to two, Blanchette, and his lifelong 

friend, Scott Yosko, then Woodville’s police chief. Blanchette 
began campaigning in earnest in the fall of 2006. He was 
quoted as saying. “I’m not looking for a job, I’ve already got 
one. I don’t have an axe to grind, I don’t have a rock to throw, 
I don’t have an agenda to promote, but I’m willing to serve. If 
you consider me worthy enough to give me this opportunity, 
I’d consider it an honor to serve you.”

Blanchette won the race for county judge, defeating his old 
friend by almost 700 votes. Judge-Elect Blanchette released 
a statement to his constituents the following week, relaying 
what he hoped to accomplish. “If it’s not broke, don’t fix it. If 
it needs improving, seek input, find out what areas need to be 
improved, and if so, how … I want to lead from a position of 
unity, not disrupt the complexion of the courthouse … I just 
want to hopefully enhance those things my predecessor did 
that were appropriate and necessary.”

At the end of 16 years in office, he explained, “The first 12 
years were very progressive, and we accomplished much. The 
last four were wrought with some debilitating changes. During 
my first term, I went in asking myself what I can and cannot 
do. By my second term, I figured out what I could do. By the 
third term, I figured out what I would do, and during my fourth 
term, I tried to fix some of the things that I had done. It’s 
called commissioners court for a reason. You just preside over 

Jacques Blanchette (back row, fifth from left) joins other elected officials for the Jan. 1, 2019 swearing-in ceremony, marking his fourth 
and final term as county judge. Tyler County Booster file photo.
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the court. Your vote really only counts if they are split, then 
you’re the deciding vote. It’s a majority rule governance, and 
then you are the official signator of whatever the majority 
rule determines over the governance of the people in this 
sub-portion of the state of Texas called a county.”

He compared being a county judge to the Rotary four-
way test: Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it 
build goodwill and better friendships? Will it be beneficial 
to all concerned? He has acknowledged in the past that a 
public official can’t please everyone, but his reasoning was 
that it all comes down to doing the right thing. He has been 
quoted as saying that if his decisions benefitted the whole 
rather than a select few, then he could live with that, even if 
it wasn’t popular or politically expedient.

 Blanchette was asked what he hoped he had accomplished 
during his time in office; he thought about it for a good 
thirty seconds and responded, “I hope I served honorably, I 
ruled justly, and I left the office at the next level. I reference 
it this way – in emergency management, one coordinator 
comes in and brings a skillset and builds a floor, the 
next one would build a floor above that. My hope is that 
whenever I finished my time in office, that I had completed 
the floor that I was responsible for, on top of the one that 
had already been established. It is continuing to grow and 
become better, and the next floor has the firm foundation 
to sit on, just as I hope for Milton (Powers) in his time of 
service to leave a good floor during his years.”

Judge Blanchette wrote a farewell letter to his constituents 
which was published in the Tyler County Booster, 
December 8, 2022. A brief synopsis is included here: “My 
fellow Tyler Countians, December 31 will mark the end of 
an era for my serving as your chief elected official, executive 
officer, emergency management director, president member 
of county government and sitting judge over several courts 
… what an honor you have entrusted in me. Thank you! We 
have weathered many challenges together … additionally, 
my family has made many personal sacrifices during this 
season of public service … may peace be with us all as the 
days ahead unfold with new opportunities and challenges, 
together, we can meet each one.”

During his 16 years as the head of Tyler County’s 
governing body, Blanchette guided his constituents through 
many patches of rough water, often literally – challenges, 
such as Hurricane Harvey – and through other stretches, 
such as the Coronavirus pandemic. Through tragedies and 
triumphs, Blanchette led with compassion and soft-spoken 
dignity.

 Blanchette “passed the torch” to his successor Milton 
Powers Jan. 1, 2023. His plan was to enjoy his retirement. 
These days, you can find Jacques at the funeral home, 
helping out part-time on as “as needed” basis. He said, “It 
was my thought to do something and still be available for 
family obligations. We didn’t know how that configuration 
would work. Technically, I am retired. I didn’t replace the 
judgeship with this as a full-time work, but because it is 
family configured, then whatever I need to do, I’m glad to 
do it.”      n
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By Barbara White
Placed in small containers or gift bags, these tasty and simple-to-make spicy pecans make great little gifts. For milder 

salted pecans, omit the cayenne pepper. You may want to make an extra batch so you can keep some for yourself!

Ingredients:
1 pound pecan halves
4 tablespoons butter
1-2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce, or to taste
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper, or to taste
2 teaspoons salt, or to taste

Directions:
Preheat oven to 200 degrees. Place pecans on a jelly roll pan or sheet pan. Melt butter in a small saucepan over 

low heat. Remove the saucepan from heat and add Worcestershire sauce, lemon juice and cayenne pepper. Mix 
well and pour over pecans, stirring to coat all sides, and arrange in a single layer.

Place in preheated oven and bake for 45-60 minutes, or until pecans become toasty and brown. Stir occasionally 
while cooking. Remove from oven and sprinkle with salt to taste, stirring to coat all sides.

Cool completely and store in an airtight container for giving. For storage longer than a couple of weeks, place 
in a freezer container and freeze.

Makes about 4 cups. 

Spicy pecanSSpicy pecanSSpicy pecanS

 RECIPE
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By Luke Clayton

When I was a youngster growing up in very rural Red River 
County in northeast Texas, my dad or one of his friends would 
occasionally kill a wild hog, usually in the “rough” country 
along the Red or Sulphur Rivers. Wild porkers have been 
running around the Lone Star State for well over 100 years but 
back in the eighties, their numbers began to explode resulting 
in the “hog problem” common in much of Texas and several 
other states. 

With all that good eating pork out there for the taking, I 
am surprised that more people don’t take the time to learn the 
differences in cooking wild and domestic pork. Pork is pork 
but wild pork is usually much leaner; wild hogs have to work 
to get their groceries rather than waddle up to a feed tough 
and their meat contains more muscle and less fat. Anything 
that can be done with domestic pork can be accomplished with 
hogs from the wild and that includes making cured, smoked 
ham and sausages. 

We always butchered a few hogs when I was growing up 
and my dad would make sausage and ham from the meat. I 
remember the process took a great deal of time consuming hard 
work and once I got away from home, I made it a point to get 
my ham and sausages from the grocery store. And then, at about 
the age of 30 with a family to feed and tight budget, I decided 
I would try my hand at “cranking” out some sausage from a 
wild hog I killed. I began with pan sausage and purchased all 
seasonings individually, blended them and made some pretty 
tasty breakfast sausage. I moved on to smoked links, summer 
sausages, etc. and later learned how to easily cure and smoke ham.  
After years of transforming wild pork into tasty food, I’ve 
learned that it is much easier and cost effective to simply 
purchase the kits that contain everything necessary to 
transform the raw meat into tasty sausage or ham. I am about 
go into detail explaining how to make cured ham or cured and 
smoked sausage but first, let’s begin at the beginning, once you 

have your wild hog on the ground.
Deciding which hog to kill for table fare is really pretty 

simple. Look at is as though you were at a livestock auction 
picking out a hog to butcher, would you choose the oldest, 
rankest boar or a younger, fatter hog. The answer is pretty 
obvious. I have killed boars weighing up to 160 pounds that 
made great sausage and ham but if you have the opportunity to 
be choosy, pick a smaller boar or sow of any size. 

Much hog hunting today takes place at night when the 
porkers are most active. I hunt a patch of woods about a mile 
from my home and often head out about a hour before dark 
and plan to hunt a couple hours after dark. I kill lots of hogs 
back in the woods that are simply too heavy for an older man 
to drag out. I’ve learned to quarter the porkers, hide on just 
as an elk would be quartered and packed out. I’ve found that 
leaving the hide on keeps the meat clean while I’m packing it 
back to the ATV.  

If you have an easy way to get your hog out of the woods, 
simply field dress as you would a deer and skin and butcher it 
back at camp or at home but If usually don’t have that luxury. 
I begin by removing the two front shoulders; the shoulders are 
not attached to the body with bone and remove easily. Next, I 
remove the hind legs hide on, by cutting down to the ball joint, 
severing the joint and cutting the meat close to the hip bone. 
And then, all that’s left to do is make a lengthwise cut through 
the hide from the neck all the way to the tail, peel the hide 
back and remove the two backstraps. The hide around the neck 
skins easily and the neck meat can be removed from the neck 
bone. The tenderloins are really small on most wild hogs and 
not worth the trouble but they can also be removed by cutting 
behind the back rib. The entire process takes no more than 
fifteen minutes and is the easiest way I’ve found to keep the 
meat clean in transport and lightening the load when packing 
the hog out of the woods. I’ve use a couple of old belts with 
a cords tied on either end to make a carrying strap for the 
quarters. 

WILD BOAR
from the woods to the table

[right] Wild pork roast. Photo by Luke Clayton.

 OUTDOORS
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NOW BACK TO PREPARING THE MEAT  Regardless 
which type sausage you decide to make, you must first obviously 
grind the meat. This can be done with an old fashioned “hand 
crank” grinder or an electric one. If you go with an electric grinder, 
make sure and get one that generates at least one-half horsepower. 
The smaller grinders usually don’t work very well on tougher cuts 
of wild pork. Decide if you wish to make “bulk” sausage such 
as breakfast sausage, Italian or Chorizo. These sausages do not 
need to be stuffed into casings. Seasonings are simply added to 
the ground meat and then the sausage is packaged and frozen 
until needed. I always buy pre packaged seasonings. These “kits” 
contain all the ingredients to make sausage in perfect amounts 
and they are available for making either bulk sausage or links 
and summer sausages. I get my seasonings for sausage and cure 
for making ham from Butcher Packer Supply and on each box 
are very detailed instructions as to how to proceed. Some sausage 
makers run their meat through a one-eight inch grinder plate 
but I prefer using a three-eights inch plate which makes for a 
bit coarser grind. The meat also flows much easier through the 
bigger holes, making the grinding process much easier. 

If you wish to make links or larger summer sausages, you 
will need some method of “stuffing” the seasoned meat into 
casings. This can be a stuffing tube on the end of your meat 
grinder or a hand crank sausage stuffer which I much prefer. 
These are readily available for not much more than a hundred 
dollars and money well spent if you make much sausage. I 
usually use “natural” casings for links but prefer the collagen 
casings for making summer sausages. Regardless which type 
you use, make sure and place the casings in warm water for a 
few minutes before you stuff them. 

With the meat ground and seasoned, most of the work is 
done. You will need some sort of smoker to give smoke flavor 
to the summer sausage or links and to supply heat. The key is 
to slow smoke the meat rather than “cook” it. I usually set my 
smoker to 225 degrees and, using a meat thermometer with 
a probe, bring it up to 160 degrees. This process takes from 4 
to 6 hours and I rotate the sausages a couple times to avoid 
overheating. Regardless what type smoker you use, there will 
be hotspots and occasionally rotating the meat will insure even 
heat. 

Wild pork ham, cured and smoked. Photo by Luke Clayton.
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Once your sausage is up to temperature, place it on a table 
outside or sink and “bloom” it by spraying it with cold tap water. 
This insures the stays “full” inside the casings and does not 
shrink. I like to place my smoked sausages in the refrigerator 
for a couple of days and let the cure and seasonings “work”. 
I think this adds flavor to the finished produce. If you like 
cheese in your sausage, you can add high temp cheese during 
the mixing process. My favorite blend is a jalapeno summer 
sausage by Butcher Packer and I always add high temperature 
cheddar cheese. 

MAKING HAM  Making ham sound like a challenging 
endeavor but in truth, it’s much easier than sausage making. It’s 
possible to cure the entire hind leg of the hog, bone in which I 
have never done and have no plans to begin. I much prefer to 
cut three pound pieces from the upper ham or sometimes the 
back straps and cut them into smaller pieces. These “chunks” of 
pork will cure thoroughly in 7 days.  I use the dry cure method 
and always use sugar cure rather than the more salty cures. I 
begin by rubbing the pre packaged sugar cure into each piece 
of meat and then coating the meat with dark brown sugar. 

Next place the pieces of meat in a plastic container and place it 
in the refrigerator for the 7 day curing period. I often add a bit 
of honey to give added sweetness to the meat. After seven days, 
remove the meat from the container and place in your smoker. 
I begin with a very low temperature of about 120 degrees for 
a couple hours of heavy pecan, hickory or wild plum wood 
smoke.  Then I crank the heat up to about 150 degrees for 3 
or 4 more hours. At this point your ham will be thoroughly 
smoked. I place the smoked pieces of ham back in the frig for 
another week to allow the meat to “mellow”. At this point, 
the ham can be fried or baked or frozen for future use. To be 
truthful, I always enjoy a big breakfast of ham, eggs and hash 
browns as soon as the smoking is complete. Just make sure and 
always remember to cook your homemade ham before eating. 
Cook it in the same manner that you would if using “store 
bought” ham from a domestic hog.  

Luke and his friend Larry Weishuhn recently released their new 
co-written book, “Poor Man’s Grizzly”, all about hunting wild hogs 
and preparing the meat. Available through www.larryweishuhn.
net and www.catfishradio.org.       n

Gusiado wild pork. Photo by Luke Clayton.
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Baptists, Buddhists, Bushes can all join in

By Barbara White

Only a handful of people in the entire world have ever heard 
it. At least two of those people have died, going to their graves 
without ever telling a soul about what they heard. It might be 
because they thought it wasn’t worth mentioning, but I find 
that hard to believe.

You will likely never hear it, so you’ll just have to take my 
word for it: I do a great impression of Johnny Mathis. I mean, 
it’s really good. Believe me.

Even if you’ve never heard of Johnny Mathis, I guarantee 
you have heard his voice. His versions of “Sleigh Ride” and 
“The Christmas Song” are among the Christmas classics that 
will begin to play over store speakers any day now, although 
most have the decency to wait until the Halloween costumes 
and candy have been cleared from the shelves.

Your list of Christmas classics may differ from mine.
Those of us old enough to remember licking S&H Green 

Stamps or when every restaurant had a cigarette vending 
machine may prefer something sung by Nat King Cole or 
Bing Crosby, whose versions of holiday classics will likely still 
be playing in the background when people who haven’t been 
born yet are checking their gift lists, compiled by Artificial 
Intelligence, and paying for their purchases by mental telepathy.

I prefer Johnny Mathis songs because I like his voice and 
because there is something about the way he pronounces words 
that make him easy for me to imitate. As a singer, many would 
agree that I am not that great, but I have Johnny’s diction down 
pat. Did I mention that I do a very good imitation? Trust me, 
it’s good.

It goes without saying that some people love Christmas 
music and others loathe it, probably because it stirs up 
memories. That can go either way. Most of mine are good.

I remember when I was about 5 years old my dad used to 
deliberately mix up the words to a well-known song, just so 
I’d get frustrated by his lack of knowledge and try to correct 
him. He would sing, “Randolph the rude-nosed red deer….” I 
would respond, hands on hips, “No, no, no! That’s not the way 
it goes!” and he would continue to get it wrong. We kept up 
that routine long after I had finally caught on to the fact that 
maybe, just maybe, he wasn’t the only slow learner in the room. 

It is a wonder I survived such cruelty.
Years ago, I tried the same joke with a young child who was 

born much less gullible than I. For an instant, she looked at me 
like I had just sprouted antlers, but then she rolled her eyes. 
Quick kid, that one.

Someone wise once wrote “Memories you don’t even know 
you’re searching for can be found beside an old song.” (I’m 
great at jotting down quotes that I like, but terrible about 
noting who said them. My apologies to whoever came up with 
that doozy.)

Love them or hate them, from “Silent Night” to “Here 
Comes Santa Claus,” we all know the Christmas classics. 
Baptists, Buddhists and atheists can all hum along. Cat lovers, 
dog lovers, Democrats, Republicans, J.Lo, George Bush, 
serious people, silly people, those who wear tinfoil hats… I’ll 
bet they all know the words to “Jingle Bells.”

It would not surprise me if Taylor Swift, Lady Gaga, Lil 
Nas X and the West Coast Bad Boyz all got their start singing 
“Frosty the Snowman” as toddlers.

Christmas music is a common denominator. There are a lot 
of other things we have in common but we don’t seem to be in 
the mood to acknowledge those things right now.

We can’t even seem to agree on whether to call it the 
Christmas season or the holiday season. You do you.

Fun fact: Johnny Mathis was born in the East Texas city 
of Gilmer, a little north of Tyler. Don Henley, a founding 
member of the rock band Eagles, was born there too.

But Johnny Mathis is my claim to fame. Trust me. It’s the 
best impression you’ll never hear.      n

  HUMOR
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SHOP EAST TEXAS
It’s Holiday shopping time!

Jasper, the self-proclaimed Jewel of the Forest, does have 
a few jewels to enjoy during a day of shopping East Texas. I 
highly recommend Chinese Kitchen for lunch. The atmosphere 
is not the reason to go here, but their unique hot and sour soup 
is the best I have ever eaten, and I have never been disappointed 

with anything else on their menu. For more traditional taste 
buds, Cedar Tree Restaurant, Smitty’s Smokehouse, Fish Tales, 
and Belle Jim Restaurant are also special options. Now, on to a 
day of shopping!  

~ Kelli

BLUEBERRY POMEGRANATE 
DRINK MIX IN A BAG  

(JUST ADD WATER AND 
ALCOHOL) $14.95

Creekside Boutique & Gifts

WILLOW TREE NATIVITY  
FIGURINES $56
The Willow Tree  
Hallmark Store

GANZ HUMMINGBIRD CUP $14
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

WIREBOUND JOURNAL $9.99
Christian Book & Gift Supply

NANA’S RECORDABLE STORYBOOK $29.99
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

3 FOOT  
METAL ROOSTER $75

Rusty Rooster
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SHOP EAST TEXAS
STORES FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE

Christian Book & Gift Supply
833 S. Wheeler, Jasper

409-384-8682

The Twisted Chandelier Boutique
831 S. Wheeler, Jasper

409-622-7061

CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S 
HARDBACK BOOKS 
STARTING AT $9.99

Christian Book & Gift Supply

FRESH CUT PAPER FLOWER POP UP CARDS 
STARTING AT $7.50

The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

MAROON HEADBANDS $17.99
The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

HALLMARK LULLABY STAR WITH SOUND 
PILLOW $29.99

The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

METAL TEXAS  
ARMADILLO ART $49

Rusty Rooster

BENTWOOD CHAIR $150
The Speckled Hen Mercantile
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SHOP EAST TEXAS

MAROON MICHELLE 
MCDOWELL EARRINGS 

STARTING AT $15
The Twisted Chandelier 

Boutique

FOREST CAMO CUPS 
$26.95 AND $31.95

Creekside Boutique & Gifts

HEY NEIGH-BOR 
SOCK SMITH $10

Creekside Boutique 
& Gifts

CAT STEVENS ALBUM $30
Rusty Rooster

CARMIE’S SOUP MIX $8
Creekside Boutique & Gifts

CHECKBOOK WALLET $9.99
Christian Book & Gift Supply

BIBLE TOTE BAG $24.99
Christian Book & Gift Supply
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SHOP EAST TEXAS
STORES FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE

Creekside Boutique & Gifts
332 E. Houston, Jasper

409-289-9456

The Speckled Hen Mercantile
163 W. Lamar, Jasper

409-489-4193

CARDINAL WIND CHIMES $37.99
Christian Book & Gift Supply

38 OZ. TUMBLER W/HANDLE $36
The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

MOVIE NIGHT METAL SIGN $23.95
Rusty Rooster

WARMIES MICROWAVABLE 
SLIPPERS $29.99

The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

NILLI’S WHITE CHOCOLATE OREO 
POPCORN $8.95

Creekside Boutique & Gifts

FOREVER COZY SLIP-ON’S $29.95
Creekside Boutique & Gifts
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SHOP EAST TEXAS

EXTRA LARGE BASKET WITH ROSES $115
The Speckled Hen Mercantile

WOODEN SIGNS $14.99
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

BE KIND WALL ART $24
Christian Book & Gift Supply

HIGHWAISTED SHORTS AND TOP 
$32.99 EACH PIECE

The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

MINERAL WASHED TWILL DENIM 
ROMPER $69.99

The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

HERO MEMORIAL STATUE $42
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store
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SHOP EAST TEXAS
STORES FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE

Rusty Rooster
154 S. Wheeler, Jasper

409-489-4019

The Willow Tree Hallmark Store
414 E. Gibson, Jasper

409-384-3333

METAL SUNFLOWER 
BIRD HOUSE $65

Rusty Rooster

HANDMADE DOG TREATS $5
The Twisted Chandelier 

Boutique

LOVING TAN BRONZE 
SHIMMER LOTION $29.99

The Twisted Chandelier 
Boutique

MOUSE STATUE 
OF LIBERTY $15
The Willow Tree 
Hallmark Store

SCHOOL DAYS MEMORY ALBUM $49.99
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

LIGHTHOUSE SHAKERS $10
The Speckled Hen Mercantile

BIB! SWEATER $38.95
Creekside Boutique & Gifts

MICROWAVABLE 
LAVENDER SENTED 

TOWEL $18
The Willow Tree 
Hallmark Store
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SHOP EAST TEXAS

WICKED MIX $8.99
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store

SWEET GRACE LIQUID SOAP $16.99
The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

SWEET GRACE FOAMING BODY WASH $13
The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

SMALL CLEAR/BROWN PURSE $50.95
Creekside Boutique & Gifts

VINTAGE CARNIVAL 
GLASS PUNCH BOWL 

SET $195
The Speckled Hen 

Mercantile

METAL SIGNS $36
The Speckled Hen 

Mercantile

CROSSROADS STATUES  
$14.99 EACH

Christian Book & Gift Supply
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SHOP EAST TEXAS
STORES FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE

CHEWY VUITON DOG TOY $22.95
The Twisted Chandelier Boutique

GREY ANIMAL PRINT TOTE 
PURSE $59.95

Creekside Boutique & Gifts

BLACK PANTHER/
RED EYES 

CERAMIC $45
The Speckled Hen 

Mercantile LACE TOPS STARTING AT $18
The Speckled Hen Mercantile

UTILITY KNIFE $8.50
Rusty Rooster

MAGNETS $2.99 EACH
Rusty Rooster

DC NATURE PLANTER SET $18.95
The Willow Tree Hallmark Store
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OCTOBER
Tomball
Rodney Crowell at Main Street Crossing
OCTOBER 1-2

Woodville
Tyler County Fair
OCTOBER 2-5

Winnie
Texas Rice Festival
OCTOBER 2-5

Center
East Texas Poultry Festival
OCTOBER 3-5

Lufkin
An Evening With Little Texas/Pines Theater
OCTOBER 4

Lufkin
Fall Festival/Texas Forestry Museum
OCTOBER 4

Jasper
Fall Butterfly Festival/Sandy Creek Park
OCTOBER 5

Beaumont
Oktoberfest 2024/Beaumont Civic Center
OCTOBER 5

Huntington
2024 Huntington Catfish Festival/Centennial 
Park
OCTOBER 5

Orange
The Big Pumpkin Run/riverside Pavilion
OCTOBER 5

Huntsville
Fair on the Square 2024
OCTOBER 5

Tyler
Rose City Air Fest
OCTOBER 5

The Woodlands
The Woodlands BooFest/Town Green Park
OCTOBER 5

Corsicana
The Bellamy Brothers at the Palace Theater
OCTOBER 10

Tomball
Moe Bandy at Main Street Crossing
OCTOBER 10

Lufkin
Ratatouille at the Pines Theater
OCTOBER 11

Nacogdoches
Pineywoods Fair/Expo center
OCTOBER 11-15

Conroe
35th Annual Cajun Catfish Festival
OCTOBER 11-13

Montgomery
Montgomery Quilt Walk 2024/Downtown
OCTOBER 11-12

Kirbyville
Kirbyville County Music Show/Palace Theater
OCTOBER 12

Hawkins
Hawkins Oil Festival 2024
OCTOBER 12

Canton
Canton Autumn Festival/Downtown
OCTOBER 12

Marshall
Fire Ant Festival 2024
OCTOBER 12

Kilgore
Kilgore Oktoberfest 2024
OCTOBER 12

Edom
Edom Art Festival
OCTOBER 12-13

League City
League City Harvest Festival 2024
OCTOBER 12

Huntsville
Gabe Wootton at West Sandy Creek Winery
OCTOBER 12

Nacogdoches
Nac Arts Ball at Banita Creek Hall
OCTOBER 12

Beaumont
12th Annual Butterfly Release/Ford Park
OCTOBER 12

Katy
Katy Rice Harvest Festival/Civic Center
OCTOBER 12-13C
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Port Neches
Mid County Market Days Fall 
Festival
OCTOBER 12

Lindale
Crossroads Classic Car Show
OCTOBER 12

Nacogdoches
SFA Gardens Fall Festival Plant Sale
OCTOBER 12

The Woodlands
Trout Fishing in America/Dosey 
Doe, the Big Barn
OCTOBER 13

Gilmer
East Texas Yamboree
OCTOBER 16-19

Houston
Electric Light Orchestra/Toyota 
Center
OCTOBER 16

Longview
Lyle Lovett at the Belcher Center
OCTOBER 17

Tyler
Texas Rose Festival 2024
OCTOBER 17-20

Woodville
35th Annual Harvest Festival/
Heritage Village
OCTOBER 18-19

The Woodlands
5oth Anniversary Free Concert 
with Lyle Lovett and Hayes Carll
C W Mitchell Pavilion
OCTOBER 18

Orange
The Bacon Brothers at Lutcher 
Theater
OCTOBER 19

Coldspring
39th Annual Wolf Creek Car, Truck 
and Bike Show
OCTOBER 19-20

Madisonville
23rd Annual Texas Mushroom 
Festival
OCTOBER 19

Beaumont
2024 Beaumont Comic-Con/Ford 
Park
OCTOBER 19-20

Livingston
Trade Days at Pedigo Park
OCTOBER 19-20

Jefferson
Bigfoot Conference 2024/
Convention and Visitors Bureau
OCTOBER 19

Lufkin
Halloween Trail/Texas Forestry 
Museum
OCTOBER 19-31

Kountze
Big Thicket Hogs and Strings Cook-
off and Music Fest
OCTOBER 19

Jefferson
Taste of Jefferson/Downtown
OCTOBER 20

Tomball
Patsy Cline Tribute at Main Street 
Crossing
OCTOBER 20

Sugarland
Judas Priest at Smart Financial 
Center
OCTOBER 22

Tomball
Ray Wylie Hubbard at Main Street 
Crossing
OCTOBER 25

The Woodlands
Cody Johnson at C W Mitchell 
Pavilion
OCTOBER 25-26

Lufkin
The Rocky Horror Picture Show/
Pines Theater
OCTOBER 25

Silsbee
3rd Annual Ghosts at the 
Museum/Ice House Museum
OCOTBER 25-26

Jasper
Trick or Treat in the Park/Martin 
Dies Jr. State Park
OCTOBER 26

Colmesneil
Harvest Party and Pumpkin Patch/
Victory Camp Colmesneil
OCTOBER 26

Huntsville
Bob Seager Tribute at the Old 
Town Theater
OCTOBER 26

Palestine
Hot Pepper Festival/Downtown
OCTOBER 26

Nacogdoches
The Ghosts of Millard’s Crossing
OCTOBER 26

The Woodlands
Ricky Skaggs at Dosey Doe, the Big 
Barn
OCTOBER 26-27

Paris
24th Annual Festival of the 
Pumpkins/Downtown
OCTOBER 26

Pasadena
Pasadena Mistletoe Market
OCTOBER 26

Montgomery
Trick or Treat in Historic 
Montgomery
OCTOBER 26

Greenville
Gene Wason at Municipal 
Auditorium
OCTOBER 26-27

Canton
Trick or Treat on Main Street
OCTOBER 31

Houston
2024 International Quilt Festival/G 
R Brown Convention Center
OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 3

NOVEMBER
Tomball
Bellamy Brothers at Main Street 
Crossing
NOVEMBER 1



62                                                                         

C
A

LE
N

D
A

R Beaumont
An Evening with the Gatlin Brothers/Jefferson 
Theater
NOVEMBER 1

Houston
Collect A Con/G R Brown Convention Center
NOVEMBER 2

Vidor
Gene Watson at the Oaks Event Center
NOVEMBER 2

Nacogdoches
Dia de Los Muertos: Day of the Dead
NOVEMBER 2

Houston
Marc Anthony at the Toyota Center
NOVEMBER 3

The Woodlands
The Gatlin Brothers at Dosey Doe, the Big Barn
NOVEMBER 4

Houston
Bonnie Raitt at Hobby Center
NOVEMBER 6

Port Arthur
Death By Disco/Bob Bowers Civic Center
NOVEMBER 7

Tomball
Marty Haggard Tribute to his father, Merle 
Haggard at Main Street Crossing
NOVEMBER 7

Lufkin
Titanic at the Pines Theater
NOVEMBER 8

Houston
Fab Four: A Tribute to the Beatles/House of 
Blues
NOVEMBER 8-9

Galveston
Kelly Willis at the Old Quarter Acoustic Café
NOVEMBER 9

Kirbyville
Kirbyville Country Music Show/Palace Theater
NOVEMBER 9

Corsicana 
Bob Seager Tribute at the Palace Theater
NOVEMBER 9

Galveston
The Righteous Brothers at 1894 Grand Opera 
House
NOVEMBER 9

Henderson
Heritage Syrup Festival
NOVEMBER 9

Pasadena
Pasadena Nutcracker Market/Convention 
Center
NOVEMBER 9

Houston
Old 97’s at the Heights Theater
NOVEMBER 10

Tomball
Billy Joel Tribute at Main Street Crossing
NOVEMBER 10

The Woodlands
J.D. Souther live at Dosey Doe, the Big Barn
NOVEMBER 13

Houston
An Evening with Greensky Bluegrass/White 
Oak Music Hall
NOVEMBER 14

Lufkin
Dancing with the Stars 2024/Pitser Garrison 
Civic Center
NOVEMBER 16

Kingwood
Kingwood Harvest Market/town Center Park
NOVEMBER 16

Houston
Cyndi Lauper at the Toyota Center
NOVEMBER 16

Livingston
Trade Days at Pedigo Park
NOVEMBER 16-17

Lufkin
Nutcracker Magical Christmas Ballet/Temple 
Theater
NOVEMBER 20

Houston
Kacey Musgraves at the Toyota Center
NOVEMBER 21

Nacogdoches
Holiday in the Pines/County Expo Center
NOVEMBER 21-23

Tomball
Deena Carter at Main Street Crossing
NOVEMBER 21

Beaumont
Dwight Yoakum and Gary Allan at Ford Park
NOVEMBER 22
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Carthage
Linda Davis at Texas Country Music 
Hall of Fame
NOVEMBER 23

Paris
Christmas in Paris/Love Civic 
Center
NOVEMBER 23

Tomball
Neil Diamond Tribute at Main 
Street Crossing
NOVEMBER 24

Houston
Usher at the Toyota Center
NOVEMBER 27-30

Jasper
13th Annual Christmas in the Park/
Sandy Creek Park
NOVEMBER 30

Galveston
Nutcracker Market at Moody 
Gardens
NOVEMBER 30

Lufkin
Santa Claus Express at Texas 
Forestry Museum
NOVEMBER 30

DECEMBER
Corsicana
A Prairie Little Christmas/Corsicana 
Opry
DECEMBER 2

Tomball
Bob Seager Christmas Tribute 
Special/Main Street Crossing
DECEMBER 3

Houston
Justin Timberlake at the Toyota 
Center
DECEMBER 4

Lufkin
Suzy Bogguss-A Swingin’ Little 
Christmas/Pines Theater
DECEMBER 5

Livingston
Community Concert/Polk County 
Commerce Center
DECEMBER 5

Sugarland
Christmas Tree Lighting/Sugarland 
Town Square
DECEMBER 6

Galveston
A Christmas Carol/Grand 1894 
Opera House
DECEMBER 6-7

Canton
Tinsel Christmas Market/Civic 
Center
DECEMBER 6-7

Galveston
Dickens on the Strand
DECEMBER 6-8

Colmesneil
Birthday Party for Jesus/Victory 
Camp Colmesneil
DECEMBER 7

Beaumont
The Nutcracker-Celebrating 53 
Years/Julie Rogers Theater
DECEMBER 7

Canton
Snow Day Festival/Downtown
DECEMBER 7

Nacogdoches
28th Annual Jingle Bell Run
DECEMBER 7

Huntsville
Huntsville Christmas Fair
DECEMBER 7

Conroe
2nd Annual Christmas Market/The 
Icehouse Conroe
DECEMBER 7

Magnolia
The Magic of Christmas Parade of 
Lights
DECEMBER 7

Fairfield
Fairfield Hometown Christmas 
Celebration
DECEMBER 7

Nacogdoches
Nine Flags Christmas Festival
DECEMBER 7

Marshall
Wonderland of Lights Christmas 
Parade
DECEMBER 7

Woodville
Rotary Breakfast with Santa
DECEMBER 7

Corsicana
Jingle Bell Jog/YMCA of Corsicana
DECEMBER 7

Newton
Newton Festival of Lights
DECEMBER 7

Conroe
Run the Reindeer 5K/Lone Star 
College Conroe Center
DECEMBER 8

Houston
Yo Yo Ma in Concert at Jones Hall
DECEMBER 9

Tyler
Lonestar Gun and Knife Show/W.T. 
Brookshire Center
DECEMBER 9-10

Tomball
Doug Stone at Main Street 
Crossing
DECEMBER 12

Lufkin
A Christmas Story at the Pines 
Theater
DECEMBER 13

Tyler
Miracle on 34th Street/Braithwaite 
Theater
DECEMBER 14

Huntsville
Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys/
Old Towne Theater
DECEMBER 14

Kemah
Christmas Boat Parade/Kemah 
Boardwalk
DECEMBER 14

Gladewater
Yule Viking Festival
DECEMBER 14
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Houston
Holly Jolly Holiday/Jones Hall for the 
Performing Arts
DECEMBER 14

Kirbyville
Country Music Show at the Palace Theater
DECEMBER 14

Palestine
Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus/Nickel 
Manor
DECEMBER 14

Tomball
Gene Watson at Main Street Crossing
DECEMBER 20-22

Conroe
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory/Crighton 
Theater
DECEMBER 22

Galveston
Santa Hustle Galveston Kids Dash/Seawall Blvd
DECEMBER 22

JANUARY 2025
Galveston
Townes Van Zandt Tribute at the Old Quarter 
Acoustic Café
JANUARY 1

Tomball
Prince Tribute at Main Street Crossing
JANUARY 3

Lufkin
Gloria Gaynor at the Temple Theater
JANUARY 3

Beaumont
SETX Whiskey Festival/Civic Center
JANUARY 4

Huntsville
Elvis Tribute at Old Towne Theater
JANUARY 4

Galveston
Battle of Galveston Walking Tours/Downtown
JANUARY 4-5

Kirbyville
Country Music Show at the Palace Theater
JANUARY 11

Tomball
Wade Bowen at Main Street Crossing
JANUARY 14

Lufkin
Kim Cruse at the Pines Theater
JANUARY 16

Galveston
The Life and Times of the Temptations/Grand 
1894 Opera House
JANUARY 17-18

Humble
Hops N’ Hot Sauce Festival
JANUARY 18

Marshall
The Music of Sam Cooke/Memorial City 
Performance Hall
JANUARY 19

Houston
31st Annual MLK Parade/Downtown
JANUARY 20

Tomball
Hayes Carll at Main Street Crossing
JANUARY 23

The Woodlands
Loretta Lynn Tribute at Dosey Doe, the Big Barn
JANUARY 23

Huntsville
Radney Foster at the Old Towne Theater
JANUARY 25

Henderson
Henderson Main Street Mardi Gras
JANUARY 25

Tomball
Woodstock Experience/Main Street Crossing
JANUARY 25

Pasadena
Junk Hippy Winter Show/Pasadena Convention 
Center
JANUARY 25

Marshall
Shenandoah at Memorial City Performance Hall
JANUARY 26

Houston
Houston Auto Show 2025/NRG Center
JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 1

Tomball
Bee Gees Tribute at Main Street Crossing
JANUARY 30C

A
LE

N
D

A
R

Our office provides a wide 
range of legal services to 
meet the needs of individuals, 
families and business clients 
throughout the southeast part 
of the state.

Have you been hurt by the negligent or reckless actions of 
another person or company? Our firm aggressively pursues 
personal injury claims on behalf of innocent victims of car 
wrecks and commercial accidents. Our goal is to make sure you 
are adequately compensated for your injuries, lost income, and 
your pain and suffering.

Personal Injury | Family Law
Real Estate | Estate & Probate | Civil Suits

130 S. Charlton St | Woodville, TX 75979

409.283.8288 | elrodlawtx.com
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Planning your future  
by navigating your now.

Now more than ever, you need sound advice and strong support to help keep your financial 
life on track. Ameriprise has been working alongside clients to do just that for over 125 

years. I’m here to guide you with developing market updates, investment recommendations 
and personalized advice to help keep you focused on what matters most to you.

Call me today to discuss your goals.

Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Renee Vailes, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor
936.327.4364
115 W. Polk St. 
Livingston, TX 77351 
renee.vailes@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/
renee.vailes

A financial advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

Your financial needs are unique.

Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser. 
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Whether you want to provide for your loved ones, support the organizations that are 
important to you, or plan for your own comfortable retirement, I can help you plan for 
your goals. I’ll look at all aspects of your finances, then find solutions that are right for 
your unique needs. I’ll be there to adjust your plan as life unfolds. 

115 W. Polk St.   
Livingston, TX 77351 

Renee Vailes, CRPC® 

Financial Advisor

T: 936.327.4364 
M: 936.253.1976
renee.vailes@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/
renee.vailes 

Our office provides a wide 
range of legal services to 
meet the needs of individuals, 
families and business clients 
throughout the southeast part 
of the state.

Have you been hurt by the negligent or reckless actions of 
another person or company? Our firm aggressively pursues 
personal injury claims on behalf of innocent victims of car 
wrecks and commercial accidents. Our goal is to make sure you 
are adequately compensated for your injuries, lost income, and 
your pain and suffering.

Personal Injury | Family Law
Real Estate | Estate & Probate | Civil Suits

130 S. Charlton St | Woodville, TX 75979

409.283.8288 | elrodlawtx.com
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livingstonlivingston

visitlivingstontexas.comvisitlivingstontexas.comvisitlivingstontexas.comvisitlivingstontexas.com
936-327-3656936-327-3656936-327-3656936-327-3656

trade daystrade days
IN PEDIGO PARKIN PEDIGO PARK

unique artisansunique artisans
Rustic craftsRustic crafts

Vintage CollectiblesVintage Collectibles
food & Funfood & Fun

2024 Fall Markets2024 Fall Markets
October 19-20 & November 16-17October 19-20 & November 16-17

2025 spring Markets2025 spring Markets
march 15-16 & may 17-18march 15-16 & may 17-18

2025 Fall Markets2025 Fall Markets
october 18-19 & november 15-16october 18-19 & november 15-16

Free admissionFree admission
& Parking& Parking

Saturday • 9-5Saturday • 9-5
sunday • 9-2sunday • 9-2

Saturday • 9-5Saturday • 9-5
sunday • 9-2sunday • 9-2

ALBUMS & VINTAGE VINYLALBUMS & VINTAGE VINYL
AMERICAN RESALEAMERICAN RESALE
BARDS LLCBARDS LLC
BARRY COATS JEWELERSBARRY COATS JEWELERS
CONSIGNORS CENTRALCONSIGNORS CENTRAL
DOWNTOWN TREASURESDOWNTOWN TREASURES
GOBEL WESTGOBEL WEST
GOKEY’S OLD TOWN EMPORIUMGOKEY’S OLD TOWN EMPORIUM
GOODEYE VINTAGE & COSTUMEGOODEYE VINTAGE & COSTUME
GOOD GOLLY MISS MOLLY’SGOOD GOLLY MISS MOLLY’S
HAPPY CAMPER BAKERY & GIFT SHOPHAPPY CAMPER BAKERY & GIFT SHOP
HERB ‘N HONEY HOUSEHERB ‘N HONEY HOUSE
HOMEGROWNHOMEGROWN
LIVINGSTON FEED & FARM SUPPLYLIVINGSTON FEED & FARM SUPPLY
LIVINGSTON TRADE DAYSLIVINGSTON TRADE DAYS
MADONNA’S RESALE & FLEA MARKETMADONNA’S RESALE & FLEA MARKET
MAINSTREET MERCHANDISEMAINSTREET MERCHANDISE
MARSHA’S MAINSTREET BAKERYMARSHA’S MAINSTREET BAKERY
MICHE’S MERCANTILEMICHE’S MERCANTILE
PEDIGO FURNITUREPEDIGO FURNITURE
PETALZ BY ANNIEPETALZ BY ANNIE
PINK BLUSH BOUTIQUEPINK BLUSH BOUTIQUE
POTS, PANS & MORE RESALEPOTS, PANS & MORE RESALE
RAINDANCE DESIGNSRAINDANCE DESIGNS
RICHARDSON AG & OUTDOORSRICHARDSON AG & OUTDOORS
RUBY CATTLE CORUBY CATTLE CO
RUDY’S HONEYRUDY’S HONEY
SASSY SOUL BOUTIQUESASSY SOUL BOUTIQUE
SEW FANCYSEW FANCY
SHERYL’S FLOWERS & GIFTSSHERYL’S FLOWERS & GIFTS
STEEL WILLOW CONSIGNMENTSSTEEL WILLOW CONSIGNMENTS
YA YA’S COLLECTIBLESYA YA’S COLLECTIBLES

AARON’S TACO SHOPAARON’S TACO SHOP
ALMA’S COURTHOUSE WHISTLESTOP CAFEALMA’S COURTHOUSE WHISTLESTOP CAFE
BLUE DUCK KITCHEN & BARBLUE DUCK KITCHEN & BAR
THE BULL SHACK COFFEE & SMOOTHIESTHE BULL SHACK COFFEE & SMOOTHIES
CHAMPAGNE CAKERY/CHEY’S DELICHAMPAGNE CAKERY/CHEY’S DELI
EL BURRITO MEXICAN RESTAURANTEL BURRITO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
EL TAQUITO MEXICAN RESTAURANTEL TAQUITO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
FLORIDA’S KITCHENFLORIDA’S KITCHEN
HITCH-N-POST BAR-B-Q & MOREHITCH-N-POST BAR-B-Q & MORE
INDULGE KITCHEN & LOUNGEINDULGE KITCHEN & LOUNGE
KATIE’S CAFE & BAKERYKATIE’S CAFE & BAKERY
MYLI’S SWEEAT ICEMYLI’S SWEEAT ICE
SHRIMP BOAT MANNY’SSHRIMP BOAT MANNY’S
STELLA’S BAKERYSTELLA’S BAKERY

WOODSY HOLLOW CAMPGROUNDWOODSY HOLLOW CAMPGROUND
AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN & SUITESAMERICAS BEST VALUE INN & SUITES
THE ANGLER, ASCEND HOTEL COLLECTIONTHE ANGLER, ASCEND HOTEL COLLECTION
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL SUITESHOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL SUITES
LA QUINTA BY WYNDHAMLA QUINTA BY WYNDHAM
MOTEL 6MOTEL 6

CITY PARKS & RECREATIONCITY PARKS & RECREATION
ANNIVERSARY PARKANNIVERSARY PARK
MATTHEWS STREET PARK MATTHEWS STREET PARK 
PEDIGO PARKPEDIGO PARK
ACROSS THE TRACKSACROSS THE TRACKS
DOUBLE CREEK FARMDOUBLE CREEK FARM
HERITAGE PARKHERITAGE PARK
LIVINGSTON MAIN STREETLIVINGSTON MAIN STREET
LIVINGSTON PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILDLIVINGSTON PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
POLK COUNTY COMMERCE CENTERPOLK COUNTY COMMERCE CENTER
POLK COUNTY MEMORIAL MUSEUMPOLK COUNTY MEMORIAL MUSEUM
TEMPE CREEK VINEYARD & FARMSTEMPE CREEK VINEYARD & FARMS
THE VAULT VENUETHE VAULT VENUE

CITY OF LIVINGSTONCITY OF LIVINGSTON
LIVINGSTON POLK COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCELIVINGSTON POLK COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ShopShop

DineDine

staystay

playplay

infoinfo
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livingstonlivingston

visitlivingstontexas.comvisitlivingstontexas.comvisitlivingstontexas.comvisitlivingstontexas.com
936-327-3656936-327-3656936-327-3656936-327-3656

trade daystrade days
IN PEDIGO PARKIN PEDIGO PARK

unique artisansunique artisans
Rustic craftsRustic crafts

Vintage CollectiblesVintage Collectibles
food & Funfood & Fun

2024 Fall Markets2024 Fall Markets
October 19-20 & November 16-17October 19-20 & November 16-17

2025 spring Markets2025 spring Markets
march 15-16 & may 17-18march 15-16 & may 17-18

2025 Fall Markets2025 Fall Markets
october 18-19 & november 15-16october 18-19 & november 15-16

Free admissionFree admission
& Parking& Parking

Saturday • 9-5Saturday • 9-5
sunday • 9-2sunday • 9-2

Saturday • 9-5Saturday • 9-5
sunday • 9-2sunday • 9-2

ALBUMS & VINTAGE VINYLALBUMS & VINTAGE VINYL
AMERICAN RESALEAMERICAN RESALE
BARDS LLCBARDS LLC
BARRY COATS JEWELERSBARRY COATS JEWELERS
CONSIGNORS CENTRALCONSIGNORS CENTRAL
DOWNTOWN TREASURESDOWNTOWN TREASURES
GOBEL WESTGOBEL WEST
GOKEY’S OLD TOWN EMPORIUMGOKEY’S OLD TOWN EMPORIUM
GOODEYE VINTAGE & COSTUMEGOODEYE VINTAGE & COSTUME
GOOD GOLLY MISS MOLLY’SGOOD GOLLY MISS MOLLY’S
HAPPY CAMPER BAKERY & GIFT SHOPHAPPY CAMPER BAKERY & GIFT SHOP
HERB ‘N HONEY HOUSEHERB ‘N HONEY HOUSE
HOMEGROWNHOMEGROWN
LIVINGSTON FEED & FARM SUPPLYLIVINGSTON FEED & FARM SUPPLY
LIVINGSTON TRADE DAYSLIVINGSTON TRADE DAYS
MADONNA’S RESALE & FLEA MARKETMADONNA’S RESALE & FLEA MARKET
MAINSTREET MERCHANDISEMAINSTREET MERCHANDISE
MARSHA’S MAINSTREET BAKERYMARSHA’S MAINSTREET BAKERY
MICHE’S MERCANTILEMICHE’S MERCANTILE
PEDIGO FURNITUREPEDIGO FURNITURE
PETALZ BY ANNIEPETALZ BY ANNIE
PINK BLUSH BOUTIQUEPINK BLUSH BOUTIQUE
POTS, PANS & MORE RESALEPOTS, PANS & MORE RESALE
RAINDANCE DESIGNSRAINDANCE DESIGNS
RICHARDSON AG & OUTDOORSRICHARDSON AG & OUTDOORS
RUBY CATTLE CORUBY CATTLE CO
RUDY’S HONEYRUDY’S HONEY
SASSY SOUL BOUTIQUESASSY SOUL BOUTIQUE
SEW FANCYSEW FANCY
SHERYL’S FLOWERS & GIFTSSHERYL’S FLOWERS & GIFTS
STEEL WILLOW CONSIGNMENTSSTEEL WILLOW CONSIGNMENTS
YA YA’S COLLECTIBLESYA YA’S COLLECTIBLES

AARON’S TACO SHOPAARON’S TACO SHOP
ALMA’S COURTHOUSE WHISTLESTOP CAFEALMA’S COURTHOUSE WHISTLESTOP CAFE
BLUE DUCK KITCHEN & BARBLUE DUCK KITCHEN & BAR
THE BULL SHACK COFFEE & SMOOTHIESTHE BULL SHACK COFFEE & SMOOTHIES
CHAMPAGNE CAKERY/CHEY’S DELICHAMPAGNE CAKERY/CHEY’S DELI
EL BURRITO MEXICAN RESTAURANTEL BURRITO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
EL TAQUITO MEXICAN RESTAURANTEL TAQUITO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
FLORIDA’S KITCHENFLORIDA’S KITCHEN
HITCH-N-POST BAR-B-Q & MOREHITCH-N-POST BAR-B-Q & MORE
INDULGE KITCHEN & LOUNGEINDULGE KITCHEN & LOUNGE
KATIE’S CAFE & BAKERYKATIE’S CAFE & BAKERY
MYLI’S SWEEAT ICEMYLI’S SWEEAT ICE
SHRIMP BOAT MANNY’SSHRIMP BOAT MANNY’S
STELLA’S BAKERYSTELLA’S BAKERY

WOODSY HOLLOW CAMPGROUNDWOODSY HOLLOW CAMPGROUND
AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN & SUITESAMERICAS BEST VALUE INN & SUITES
THE ANGLER, ASCEND HOTEL COLLECTIONTHE ANGLER, ASCEND HOTEL COLLECTION
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL SUITESHOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL SUITES
LA QUINTA BY WYNDHAMLA QUINTA BY WYNDHAM
MOTEL 6MOTEL 6

CITY PARKS & RECREATIONCITY PARKS & RECREATION
ANNIVERSARY PARKANNIVERSARY PARK
MATTHEWS STREET PARK MATTHEWS STREET PARK 
PEDIGO PARKPEDIGO PARK
ACROSS THE TRACKSACROSS THE TRACKS
DOUBLE CREEK FARMDOUBLE CREEK FARM
HERITAGE PARKHERITAGE PARK
LIVINGSTON MAIN STREETLIVINGSTON MAIN STREET
LIVINGSTON PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILDLIVINGSTON PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
POLK COUNTY COMMERCE CENTERPOLK COUNTY COMMERCE CENTER
POLK COUNTY MEMORIAL MUSEUMPOLK COUNTY MEMORIAL MUSEUM
TEMPE CREEK VINEYARD & FARMSTEMPE CREEK VINEYARD & FARMS
THE VAULT VENUETHE VAULT VENUE

CITY OF LIVINGSTONCITY OF LIVINGSTON
LIVINGSTON POLK COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCELIVINGSTON POLK COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ShopShop

DineDine

staystay

playplay

infoinfo
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J O I N  T H E
C E L E B R AT I O N

CADILLAC OF PASADENA

CT4-V
BLACKWING


