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Property tax change less than Starbucks coffee
By Tony Farkas

news@sanjacnews.com

SHEPHERD — Homeowners in the Shep-
herd school district will see on average a 
$3.31 increase in property taxes per $100,000 
value based on the new tax rate passed by the 
Shepherd ISD Board of Managers.

Despite the slight increase, the board on 

Sept. 19 approved a tax rate of .9679 per $100 
valuation, down from the 2023-34 level of 
1.001.

Sonya Fulgham, Chief Financial Officer 
for the district, said the increase in tax rev-
enue will be due to higher property values as 
determined by the San Jacinto County Ap-
praisal District. That translates to a 7.89 per-
cent increase for homeowners.

The 2024-25 budget for the district includes 
$11,173,533 for instruction, $3,734,919 for 
instructional support, $1,158,743 for ad-
ministration and $6,631,270 for operations, 
among other things.

In other business, the board:
• discussed the creation of a new strategic 

compensation program for ESC Region 6 to 
reward highly performing staff based on stu-

dent outcome;
• approved a travel form for students at-

tending the National FFA Convention in In-
dianapolis Oct. 23-27;

• approved adjunct staff and extracur-
ricular events that qualify for extracurricular 
days; and

• approved the purchase of study materials 
for the nursing science program.

Contestants in the broilers show hold their 
animals up for the judge to evaluate.  PHOTO 
BY NICOLE HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Eli Herrod kicks off the Youth Livestock Auc-
tion at the San Jacinto County Fair with his 
grand champion market steer.  PHOTO BY 
TONY FARKAS

Contestants in the Special Hearts Livestock Show get the opportunity to work with animals and learn what it takes to show the 
project at the San Jacinto County Fair.  PHOTO BY NICOLE HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Fair a celebration of all achievement
By Tony Farkas

news@sanjacnews.com

COLDSPRING — Tommy Hues called 
this year’s San Jacinto County Fair great, 
with amazing participation, great entries, 
sponsors that show their heart and especial-
ly a dedicated, great group of volunteers that 
step up each year to put the event on.

Hues, the president of the SJC Fair Board, 
praised each of the events of the fair, from 
the weather, the student projects, the quality 

of the animals shown, and even the rodeo.
Also, he said the event is a great one for the 

county, one that brings supporters, sponsors 
and students together for the main goal — 
supporting the youth of San Jacinto County.

Erin Goad relates that this is the inaugural 
year for a special event — San Jacinto Coun-
ty students participated in the SJC Special 
Hearts Livestock Show. 

This event was the vision and hard work 
of Shepherd Middle School student Kinsley 
Rhodes, who brought her dream to life.

The show brought together livestock en-
thusiasts, sponsors, and community sup-
porters to celebrate inclusivity and curiosity. 
It provided a special platform for Special 
Hearts Showmen to interact with and learn 
about livestock, all while creating a welcom-
ing and supportive environment. 

Every school district in San Jacinto Coun-
ty was represented, and it was heartwarming 
to see Shepherd, Coldspring and Goodrich 
unite with the shared goal of making each 
participant feel like a show arena star.

Each participant had the opportunity to 
bond with livestock, connect with peers, and 
gain an introduction to agriculture in a fun 
and rewarding atmosphere. To commemo-
rate their experience, participants received a 
champion ribbon and show banner.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the 
students and adults who made this event 
possible, especially SJC 4-H, Coldspring 
FFA, Shepherd FFA and Shepherd HS FC-
CLA. Refer to page 3B and 4B for champion 
pictures and results.

Coldspring students seek help for 3 additional pennies
By Tony Farkas

news@sanjacnews.com

COLDSPRING — In order to make up 
for budgeting shortfalls, the Coldspring-
Oakhurst CISD Board of Trustees have 
given the green light to a Voter Approval 
Tax Rate Election, which will appear on 
the Nov. 5 ballot. 

According to information provided by 
the COCISD website, VATRE asks voters 
to approve a tax rate to keep current pay 
levels for staff while maintaining instruc-
tional and extracurricular opportunities.

Additionally, it would allow COCISD to 
receive additional revenue from the state.

The new tax rate would generate an es-
timated $1,185,726 in additional funds, 
and the total tax rate will remain 14 cents 
below the 86-cent-per-$100 valuation av-

erage tax rate of the last five years. 
If the VATRE passes, it will put the CO-

CISD tax rate for maintenance and opera-
tions at .7275, up from the current .6975. 
These three additional pennies are con-
sidered Golden because the state's contri-
bution goes from 12 to 34 percent.

More information, as well as an impact 
calculator that will help determine the ac-
tual tax impact on a specific home value, 
can be found at https://www.cocisd.org/
vatre.

Also at the Sept. 23 meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, members approved its 
local investment policy and strategies, as 
well as the district improvement plan.

At the meeting, it was announced that 
Homecoming will be held Oct. 18, and 
the fourth annual trunk or treat is set for 
6-8 p.m. Oct. 29 at the high school.

Luke Jackson was honored as the Cold-
spring-Oakhurst Junior High School Student 
of the month. COURTESY PHOTO

Malachi O'Briant was honored as the 
Coldspring-Oakhurst High School Student 
of the month.  COURTESY PHOTO
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAYTHURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Information sourced from weather.com

Sunny
91º/67º

Chance of Rain 6%
Wind ENE 4mph

Partly Cloudy
89º/69º

Chance of Rain 15%
Wind NE 7mph

Partly Cloudy
87º/67º

Chance of Rain 22%
Wind NE 7mph

Mostly Sunny
89º/65º

Chance of Rain 5%
Wind NNE 6mph

Sunny
89º/61º

Chance of Rain 3%
Wind N 7mph

Sunny
86º/58º

Chance of Rain 2%
Wind N 5mph

Sunny
88º/57º

Chance of Rain 3%
Wind N 4mph

Forecast Fire Danger
twc.tamu.edu

Fire Danger Rating
 Low    Moderate
 High  Very High
 Extreme

SAN JACINTO COUNTY WEATHER FORECAST FOR OCT 3-9

There is a lot going on in our 
area coming weeks. This is the last 
call for the Coldspring Chamber 
of Commerce Luncheon. The Cu-
linary Arts Students of Coldspring 
High School will serve chicken pic-
cata with wild rice and asparagus, 
followed by chocolate chip brown-
ies. 

President Jennifer Hoff will talk 
about “The State of the Chamber” 
with Peoples State Bank sponsor-
ing this delicious meal. Cost is $15 
at the door at the High School, on 
Oct. 1, from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Call 
the Chamber to RSVP. 

•Congressman Morgan Luttrell 
will be in Coldspring on Monday 
for a meet and greet at the SJC Re-
publican HQ in Coldspring. Stop by 
to hear him and ask any questions 
you may have, from 10-11 a.m. For 
more information call Gayle Booth 
at 832-259-6812. 

•SJC Democratic Party will hold 
a Fall Gala on Saturday, Oct. 12 
at 6 p.m. in Jones Auditorium in 
Coldspring. Candidates who will 
be featured are Laura Jones for U.S. 
Representative District 8, Laura 
Ashley Simmons for House District 
146 and Katherine Culbert for the 
Railroad Commission. There will 
be music, a live auction, great food 

and fun. 
Tickets are $40 each or $300 for 

a table of 8. Monthly meetings are 
held each month on the second 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. in Coldspring 
Community Center at 101 E. Cedar 
Ave. Call (936) 252-8453 for more 
information or go to Facebook: 
Democrats of San Jacinto County.

•Coldspring Garden Club will 
meet at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday at 
Coldspring Community Center. 
This month the guest speaker is 
Irene Pawlowski who, in honor 
of it being Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, will talk about living 
wreaths. Members are asked to wear 
pink if possible to show support 
for the topic. There will be refresh-
ments. 

• Christmas is coming. For those 
who asked about the theme this 
year, it will be the same as last year, 
“A Country Christmas.” The Pa-
rades for both Chambers will have 

entry forms on their websites. Call 
the numbers below if necessary.

There will be more information 
on the celebrations in the coming 
weeks, but you can be sure that San-
ta will show up for photos. 

• I have mentioned the webi-
nars given by SBDC before. They 
are posting a lot of new ones on 
their web site. If you are starting a 
business or need some advice on a 
particular subject, look at this site. 
There are classes for working on the 
Internet on such subjects as open-
ing a food truck. It is worth a look 
to see if there is something to inter-
est you. Go to SBDCinfo@uh.edu to 
learn.

• Both libraries are holding fun-
draisers. Coldspring has their an-
nual garage sale at the Coldspring 
Community Shelter starting with 
an early-bird session from 5-7 p.m. 
on Oct. 9. The entrance fee is $20 to 
have first look at the huge amount 
of items for sale. The sale starts the 
following day till Oct. 12. Saturday 
closes down the sale at noon, but 
previous days will open at 8 a.m. till 
5 p.m. There will be a special table 
for the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library for a silent auction featur-
ing Dolly’s Kitchenware. She and 
her sister recently published a cook-

book of their family recipes. This 
kitchenware is made to her design.

Shepherd Library will hold a fun-
draiser on Oct. 18 at Coldspring 
Community Center. This will be a 
team trivia night led by Bill Powell, 
DJ and facilitator of such games at 
his many gigs. The team can be 1-5 
people. Points will be given and if 
you turn up in costume, you get ex-
tra points. Winner is the team with 
most points. There will be a silent 
auction as well as marble racing and 
other fun things to do with snacks 
and sodas available. Please call the 
library to register at (936) 628-3515. 
Tickets are $10 pre-pay or $15 at the 
door.

• With the storms and floods, we 
have had in our country, first re-
sponders have been on call continu-
ally, many have gone to other states 
to help there. Shepherd Fire Chief 
Wayne Jenkins said that one of his 
team had gone to Georgia to help 
there. 

Wayne has been involved with 
the Fire Department for many 
years, starting at 17 years old. He 
talked about the training respond-
ers go through, a weeklong course 
from A&M which can be done on-
line. There is a need for volunteers. I 
was interested to learn that juniors, 

16-18 years, can be volunteers al-
though they are limited in their 
work. They are not allowed to enter 
buildings but will learn how the job 
is done by watching the adults (18 
and over). Juniors must show they 
are passing grades at school, this is 
in the by-laws. 

Shepherd VFD has a 74-year-old 
who drives a truck, proving if you 
want to help, age is not a problem, 
and yes, women can be volunteers 
too. The Auxiliaries are supporters 
for the Fire Fighters, raising funds 
through Bake Sales, getting dona-
tions etc. 

Recently they bought a new stove 
for the kitchen and in emergencies, 
will cook for them. The president is 
Wayne’s mom, Myrna Jenkins, with 
Wayne’s wife Amy as VP. Obviously, 
wives and moms want to support 
their firefighter family. But they will 
welcome help when it is needed. Go 
to their Facebook page or call (936) 
628-6566 to know more.

Contact the Shepherd Chamber 
of Commerce at (210) 995-7420 or 
the Coldspring Chamber at (936) 
653-2184.

Yvonne Cones is president of the 
Shepherd Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of the Coldspring 
Chamber of Commerce.

Did You 
Know

By Yvonne 
Cones

Wiesner in Huntsville sells vehicles for factory sticker price — whether it’s 
in stock, on order or bought online. You don’t pay over MSRP. Just say no 
to additional dealer markup, market price adjustments, Zaz, environmental 
packages or the security package.
Wiesner of Huntsville is the only place where you will be treated fair and 
like family.

The Dealership that makes a Difference

J O I N  T H E
C E L E B R AT I O N

CADILLAC OF PASADENA

CT4-V
BLACKWING

2018 Audi A3 $17,585
2019 Kia Sorento $17,961
2019 Chevrolet Colorado $21,788
2022 Buick Encore GX $22,989
2021 Chevrolet Traverse $24.991
2023 Mazda CX-50 $24,995

2021 Ford Bronco Sport $26,295
2017 Chevrolet Tahoe $26,989
2017 Toyota 4Runner $26,991
2024 Mercedes Benz C300 $26,991
2023 GMC Terrain $27,832
2022 Ford Explorer $27,878

HUGE SELECTION OF CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

All prices include Wiesner Finance Cash. Must finance with Wiesner-approved lender to qualify. All prices include tax, title and license.

Shepherd fire chief Wayne Jenkins and his wife 
Amy. COURTESY PHOTO

It was a Western theme lunch at SJC seniors with horse racing games.COURTESY 
PHOTO

Dessert featured a Stetson made from choc-
olate-covered chip, a Twizzler and a Rolo. 
COURTESY PHOTO
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Fall Plant Sale set
San Jacinto County Master Gardeners 

will hold a plant sale from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday at Shepherd Community Center, 
10251 Texas 150, in Shepherd.

The sale will include a wide variety Texas 
native plants grown by San Jacinto Master 
Gardeners, educational presentations and 
vendors with a variety of items.

The event also includes a raffle.
For a list of items or for more informa-

tion, visit www.txmg.org/sjmg.
WCGS Genealogy Event

The Walker County Genealogical Society 
and Huntsville Public Library will host its 
annual Genealogy Network of Texas Gene-
alogy Smorgasbord starting at 10:30 a.m. 
Oct. 18 at the Huntsville Public Library 
Staggs Community Room.

Five genealogy programs that range from 
basic genealogy to naturalizations to writ-
ing family stories and more are available.

The event is free and open to everyone. 
For information, visit the WCGS website 

at wcgstx.org or the Huntsville Public Li-
brary website at myhuntsvillelibrary.com, 
or call Mary Kokot at (936) 291-5471.

The presentations also are available on-
line at these sites.

Bingo night set
The Waterwood Women’s League is host-

ing a community-wide bingo night on Oct. 
21st from 5:30-9 p.m. at the Waterwood 
Pavilion to raise money for its 2025 Schol-
arship Fund. 

Events include a silent auction of special 
items, a raffle, door prizes and cash prizes 
for the winners.

Each year the league gives out one four-
year scholarship of $1,000 to a deserving 
student and/or a one-time $1,000 technical 
scholarship. Since 1984 to date, more than 
$150,000 in scholarships have been award-
ed. When recipients meet a required GPA, 
WWL gives the student $1,000 per semes-
ter for up to four years..

Waterwood Women’s League is a non-
profit organization 501 (c) (3) foundation 
that has been in existence since 1976. The 
objective of our league is to aid in the qual-
ity of life for the women of Waterwood and 
to support the community with annual 
scholarship funds to local high school stu-
dents.

Chamber seeks help
The Coldspring Chamber of Commerce 

is seeking donations for goodie bags to be 
given to car show contestants at this year’s 
Wolf Creek Car, Truck, and Bike Show. 

Only the first 250 contestants to register 
get a goodie bag filled with these items. 

Contestants travel from all over to attend 
our car show, and this is a great opportu-
nity to advertise a business; there also are 
many area residents who participate in the 
event. 

Items that are car-related, as well as pens, 
notepads, air fresheners, key chains, lan-
yards, stickers, chip clips, magnets, etc. are 
examples of the things that can be used. 

The chamber needs 250 of each item. To 
donate items, drop off items at the Chamber 
office during our hours, Monday-Thursday 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fundraiser set
The SAAFE House annual Lures & Lace 

bingo fundraiser has been delayed until 
Aug. 23, 2025.

Organizers feel that in light of the serious 
weather events of the last several months, it 
is better that the community focus on re-
building

The event will be held at the San Jacinto 
County Storm Shelter, 255 Live Oak Drive, 
in Coldspring, to support SAAFE House 
and its endeavors in San Jacinto County. 
Money raised at the event stays in the coun-
ty to help residents in need. 

Call SAAFE House at (936) 291-3529, 
Shelby at (936) 284-5580 or Tammy at 
(936) 284-5547 for information.

Association offers assistance
The Community Assistance Program of-

fered by the Houston Food Bank provides 
application assistance for SNAP, Medicaid, 
and other state benefits. The Referral Part-
ner Program goes a step further with as-
sistance in finding resources beyond food 
assistance.

The goal is to help the individuals avoid 
sacrificing healthy nutritious food just so 
they can pay for their other expenses.

To apply, bring identification (driver’s 
license, passport, work permit, residency 
card, or state ID), Birth certificates, Social 
Security cards and address verification 
(such as apartment lease, rental agreement, 
rent/mortgage payment receipt, utility 
bills, landlord letter) and income verifica-
tion (last 3 paystubs, letter from employer, 
income tax, self-employment letter stating 
your weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly income, 
or award letters from child support, retire-
ment, Social Security or disability).

For more information, call Houston 
Food Bank at (832) 586-8579 or visit www.
houstonfoodbank.org/cap.

Libraries seeks donations
The Coldspring and Shepherd public li-

braries are partnering with Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library to provide free, high-
quality, age-appropriate books to children 
from birth through 5 years. 

To build a strong culture of reading for 
young children and increase early literacy 
in San Jacinto County, the library is seeking 
donors to contribute to our project. 

For a $25 annual donation, the Cold-
spring Library and the Imagination Library 
will mail 12 books directly to a registered 
child’s home. The child must reside in San 
Jacinto County and be registered by an au-
thorized adult. 

Since launching in 1995, Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library has become the pre-
eminent early childhood book-gifting pro-
gram in the world. The flagship program 
of The Dollywood Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization, has gifted more 
than 182 million free books in the United 
States, Canada, United Kingdom, Austra-
lia, and The Republic of Ireland. 

For more information on the program, 
please visitimaginationlibrary.com. To reg-
ister, visit either library.

Veterans museum hosts events 
HEARTS Veterans Museum hosts HAM 

radio class/testing at the Walker County 
Storm Shelter on the second Saturday of 
every month from 9-11 a.m. 

For more info email festival@hearts-
museum.com or call (936) 295-5959. 

AREA DIGEST

HONORS

Most wealthy people get that 
way by doing one thing. Saving 

money. In today’s financial 
marketplace, it is important to put 
your money where it is safe. We 
offer a variety of savings plans to 

help you reach those goals. 

First state Bank

FIRST STATE BANK
Jasper  |  Woodville  |  Buna  |  Livingston  |  Onalaska  |  Shepherd

936-327-5211 | 409-384-3486  |  www.fsblivingston.bank

Oct. 7-11
Menus Subject to Change 
• Senior Citizens of San Jacinto County | 

(936) 653-4175
Call by 10:30 a.m. to reserve a meal.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday is Texercise. 

Tuesday is line dancing. Thursday is bingo. 
Friday is karaoke.

MONDAY: Chicken and dumplings, sweet 
peas, rolls.

TUESDAY: Hamburger steak with onions, 
mashed potatoes, salad bar, rolls.

WEDNESDAY: Tuna croquettes, macaroni 
and cheese, salad bar, rolls.

THURSDAY: Teriyaki chicken, stir-fry 
vegetables, rice, egg rolls. 

FRIDAY: Enchilada casserole, charro beans, 
Spanish rice, cheesy jalapeno cornbread.

 

• Shepherd Senior Citizens Center | (936) 
628-3733

Second Tuesday of each month includes 
birthday cake for dessert.

Bingo is Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. Bag Days are 
Oct. 4 and 18. Craft Days are Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24 
and 31. A fall fundraiser with barbecue baked 
potatoes will be Oct. 20. 

MONDAY: Hamburgers, fries, lettuce, 
onions, tomatoes, pickles, strawberry cake.

TUESDAY: Lasagna, green beans, garlic 
bread, birthday cake.

WEDNESDAY: Smothered pork, rice and 
gravy, greens, ice cream.

THURSDAY: Chicken and dressing, yams, 
green beans, cranberry sauce, ambrosia salad.

FRIDAY: Fried catfish, coleslaw, French fries, 
hush puppies, brownies.

SENIOR MENUS

SNHU 

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Southern New 
Hampshire University congratulates the fol-
lowing students on being named to the Sum-
mer 2024 President’s List. 

The summer terms run from May to August.
Full-time undergraduate students who have 

earned a minimum grade-point average of 
3.700 and above for the reporting term are 
named to the President’s List. Full-time status 

is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 16-
week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in 
fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Local students include Charlie Wyers and 
Donna Shelton of Shepherd.

Additionally, Brandy Smith of Coldspring 
was named to SNHU Dean’s List.

Full-time undergraduate students who 
have earned a minimum grade-point average 
of 3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting term are 
named to the Dean’s List.

$5,000 reward offered for information 
on Tren De Aragua gang members

Special	to	the	News-Times

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
that the Office of the Governor’s Public Safety 
Office is offering a reward of up to $5,000 for 
information leading to the identification and 
arrest of known or suspected members of the 
dangerous Venezuelan gang Tren de Aragua 
who have been or are involved in criminal activ-
ity and pose an increasing danger to the public 
safety of Texans.

“Tren de Aragua has spread terror and car-
nage in every country they’ve been in, and Texas 
will not allow them to gain a foothold in our 
state,” Abbott said. “I am announcing a reward 
for any information that leads to the identifica-
tion and arrest of known or suspected members 
of this gang who have been or are involved in 
heinous crimes. Texas will not let these thugs 
use our state as a base of operations to terrorize 
our citizens. I encourage anyone with informa-
tion on Tren de Aragua to call the Texas Crime 
Stoppers hotline or submit an anonymous tip 
online. With the public’s help, combined with 
the hard work of federal, state, and local law en-

forcement, we will capture these dangerous gang 
members and put them behind bars for good.”

To be eligible for the cash rewards, tipsters 
must provide information to authorities using 
one of the following methods:

•Call the Texas Crime Stoppers hotline at 
1-800-252-TIPS (8477)

•Submit a tip online through the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety

All tips are anonymous regardless of how they 
are submitted, and tipsters will be provided a tip 
number instead of using a name. Callers’ ano-
nymity is guaranteed by law, and you could earn 
up to $5,000. Fugitives should be considered 
armed and dangerous. Texans should never try 
to apprehend a fugitive.

Recently, Gov. Abbott launched a compre-
hensive, statewide operation to aggressively tar-
get TdA to disrupt their criminal operations and 
deny their foothold in the state. The Governor 
also designated TdA as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization and directed the Texas Department of 
Public Safety to elevate them to a Tier 1 gang 
and to create a TdA Strike Team that will iden-
tify and arrest TdA gang members.
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distributed: 160. H. Total: 1000. I. Percent Paid and/
or Requested Circulation during Preceding 12 months: 
99.7%. Actual number copies of single issue published 
nearest filing date: A. Total number of copies printed: 
1000. B. Paid and/or Requested Circulation: 1. Paid/
Requested outside County Mail subscriptions stated on 
Form 3541: 93. 2. Paid In-County subscriptions stated 
on Form 3541: 248. 3. Sales through dealers and carriers, 
street vendors and counter sales and other non-USPS Paid 
Distribution: 525. 4. Other classes mailed through the 
USPS: 0 C. Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation: 866 
D. Free distribution by Mail (Samples, complimentary, 
and other free): 1. Outside County as stated on Form 
3541: 1. 2. In-County as stated on Form 3541: 0. 3. Other 
classes mailed through the USPS: 0. 4. Free distribution 
Outside the Mail: (Carriers and other means): 1. E. Total 
free distribution: 1. F. Total distribution 867. G. Copies 
not distributed: 133. H. Total: 1000. I. Percent Paid and/or 
Requested Circulation. Actual no. Copies of Single Issue 
Published Nearest to filing date: 99.8%. J. Electronic 
Copy Circulation: 178. No. of copies published nearest to 
filing date: 1015. Publication of Statement of Ownership 
will be printed on 10/3/2024 issue of this publication. I 
certify that the statements made by me above are correct 
and complete. s/KELLI BARNES, PUBLISHER  
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A question that has been bounc-
ing around my mind over the last 
few weeks is, “Is this the best we 
can do?”

I’m speaking specifically of our 
presidential candidates, of course, 
but I’m sure that there’s quite a few 
candidates on the lower fight card 
that we can scratch our heads over.

Given the abysmal state of the 
national media and its overarching 
disgust with conservative politics, 
there’s ample “stories” out there 
describing President Trump as 
the second coming of Hitler, com-

bined with the antichrist, Stalin 
and Ron Jeremy.

That same abysmal state, how-
ever, has left off the non-existent 
morality and the ever-present lack 
of veracity of the Democratic op-
ponent, Kamala Harris.

I have yet to hear a cogent poli-
cy statement from her that doesn’t 
involve beating up taxpayers. All 
of them, by the way, not just the 
billionaires who must be made to 
pay “their fair share.” Moreover, 
the “candidate” (sarcastic quotes 
intentional) does have a tendency 
to co-opt certain policy statements 
avowed by Trump, such as his idea 
to stop taxes on tips.

A further example of her men-
dacity is that It has been widely 
reported that she never was made 
border czar, despite information 
to the contrary, but she has the 
audacity to claim she plans to be 
tough on border crossings. 

She repeatedly denies her fail-
ings while claiming she has been 
nothing but successful, that is, 
when she manages to string to-
gether a sentence with meaning 
(we’ll leave the cackling alone).

Perhaps the most egregious ex-

ample of Harris’ failures, though, 
is that for the last presidential term 
of which she was the country’s 
second-in-command, nothing has 
happened to improve the condi-
tions in the country, especially re-
garding the economy. Inflation is 
up, production is down, and jobs 
are being filled by illegal aliens. 
She is yet casting the blame on her 
opponent, saying over and over 
again how inflation was 9 percent 
when in fact it was less than 2 per-
cent, and that despite the crippling 
idiocy of the COVID mandates.

There were four years for the 
current administration — you 
know, the one with Harris in it 
— to affect the change that every 
elected official campaigns on, and 
yet, things have gotten worse, and 
will get even worse under a new 
Harris regime.

Speaking of which, even the way 
she became the Democrat candi-
date flies in the face of the method 
of electing leaders in this country 
— anointed instead of elected, and 
enjoying the full slate of presiden-
tial candidate bennies without 
having to have campaigned for a 
single primary vote. Say nothing 
of all of the Democrat donors who 
expected their dollars to go toward 
electing the current president. 
That’s Joe Biden, in case you’ve 
forgotten.

Given the massive shortcomings 
Harris has, it’s astonishing that just 
like magic she is revered as the 
candidate to end all candidacy. But 
to the point, while Trump has a 
proven record as leader of the free 
world, his opponent is smoke and 
mirrors, much ado about noth-
ing, a holographic representation 
resembling a contender but with 
absolutely no substance.

So to answer my original 
thought-question, this can’t be the 
best we can do, for if it is, then we 
are truly doomed.

Tony Farkas is editor of the Trin-
ity County News-Standard and the 
San Jacinto News-Times. He can 
be reached at tony@trinityconews.
com.

Gary Borders

My Two 
Common Sense

By Tony Farkas
tony@polkcountypublishing.com

“Nearly all men can stand adversity, 
but if you want to test a man’s character, 
give him power.” —Abraham Lincoln

In the months leading up to the 2024 
Presidential election, I’ve watched nu-
merous interviews with supporters 
of Donald Trump at his rallies and 
speeches. A common question posed 
to these supporters is whether they be-
lieve Trump is a man of character. The 
responses generally fall into a few dis-
tinct categories.

Some acknowledge Trump’s very 
public character flaws—such as cheat-
ing on his wives, his affairs with porn 
stars, his reputation for stiffing con-
tractors, and his fraud convictions. 
However, they argue that while they do 
not condone these actions, they sup-
port his policies on immigration, bor-
der security, and abortion. For these 
voters, the ends justify the means. They 
believe Trump delivers the political re-
sults they want, so his character flaws 
are less important.

Others, particularly evangelical 
Christians, agree that Trump has sig-
nificant character issues, but they point 
to the Old Testament, where God used 
flawed leaders to accomplish His will. 
They draw parallels between Trump 
and these biblical figures, arguing that 
God works through imperfect people 
to achieve divine purposes, even if the 
individuals themselves are far from 
virtuous.

Still, others deny Trump’s moral fail-
ures altogether, with some even believ-
ing he is divinely chosen to redeem 
the world. A few go as far as to claim 
he is the second coming of the Son of 
Man—a belief we’ll address shortly.

To determine whether a person has 
character, we can look at core traits that 
are widely recognized as indicators of 
moral and ethical integrity:

• Integrity: A foundation for trust
and ethical behavior, involving honesty 
and transparency.

• Honesty: The willingness to tell the 
truth, even when it is difficult.

• Accountability: Taking responsi-
bility for one’s actions and working to 
correct mistakes.

• Empathy: The ability to connect
with others emotionally and respond 
with compassion.

• Humility: A willingness to learn
from others and avoid arrogance.

• Courage: Acting ethically and
standing up for what is right, even un-
der pressure.

• Respectfulness: Valuing others and
fostering positive relationships.

• Loyalty: Dedication to maintaining 
trust and reliability in relationships.

• Self-discipline: The ability to con-
trol one’s emotions and behaviors in 
line with their values and goals.

• Generosity, perseverance, and fair-
ness are additional traits that define a 
person of strong character.

Donald Trump has been in the pub-
lic eye for decades, and his moral and 
ethical shortcomings are well-docu-
mented. From his narcissistic tenden-

cies to his dishonest business prac-
tices, Trump repeatedly demonstrates 
that he does not embody these traits 
of strong character. To suggest he is a 
man of character is inconsistent with 
the evidence.

For most voters in the U.S., character 
does seem to matter. Many polls and 
interviews suggest that people value 
integrity and ethics in leadership. 

However, for those who believe 
character is irrelevant, the argument 
often comes down to either prioritiz-
ing political results over morality or 
believing that God is working through 
Trump to accomplish a higher pur-

pose. While this belief might seem su-
perficially plausible, it doesn’t hold up 
when examined closely.

It is true that the Old Testament de-
picts God using flawed leaders to carry 
out His will. These figures often had 
significant character flaws, but they 
were used to deliver God’s retribution 
or guide His people back to righteous-
ness. However, we don’t live in the 
world of the Old Testament. Modern 
society rejects the brutality of those 
times and strives to embrace the New 
Testament message of love, peace, and 
compassion.

While some believe God continues 
to use flawed leaders today, there are 
many modern leaders who possess 
strong character and Christian morals. 
Why would God choose someone like 
Trump—who has shown little regard 
for Christian values—when there are 
better candidates who align with His 
teachings?

If you believe Trump is the second 
coming of Jesus, you must also believe 
that Jesus seeks to rule the world as a 
cruel, despotic king. This contradicts 
the teachings of Jesus, who was not in-
terested in establishing a kingdom on 
earth but in guiding his followers to a 
new heavenly creation. Jesus made it 
clear that he was not the earthly king 
that the Old Testament Jews expected.

Democracy in the U.S. is at a criti-
cal juncture. The upcoming election 
will determine the future of the demo-
cratic experiment. Now, more than 
ever, we need leaders who possess the 
moral and ethical character to guide 
the country through these challeng-
ing times. Leaders of character inspire 
trust and confidence in their people. 
We should not settle for agents of cha-
os in the White House when what we 
need are agents of integrity.

Jim Powers write opinion articles. All 
views expressed are his own and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this pub-
lication.

VIEWING IT DIFFERENTLY
Two long-time newspaper editorial writers have agreed to take on the editorial pages, with their views on a variety of subjects. We welcome your comments.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
10621 Highway 150 Shepherd, Texas 77371
Jeremy Nicholson, Pastor | 936-628-6682
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Worship Service ...........................10:45 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Wed. Night Service ........................ 7:00 PM

PEACE TABERNACLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FM 2025
Sunday School  ............................. .9:30 AM
Worship Service ...........................10:45 AM
Evening Worship  ..........................  6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service .............  7:30 PM

BAPTIST
BEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
10001 FM 1725 Cleveland, Texas 77328
Pastor Johnny Whittiker | 214-986-8606
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Morning Worship 11 AM
Evening Worship 6 PM
Wednesday Prayer 6 PM

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
816 N. Blair @ FM 2025 Cleveland, Texas Pastor: 
Rev. Carl Williamson | 281-593-1751
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship ............11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship ............... 6:30 PM
Wed. Evening Bible Study .............. 7:00 PM

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH COLDSPRING
65 Petroleum Road Coldspring, Texas 
Dr. Frank M. Minter | 936-653-3960
Sunday Bible Study ......................10:00 AM
Morning Service ..........................11:00 AM
Sunday Night ................................. 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night .......................... 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night .......................... 7:00 PM

CENTER HILL BAPTIST CHURCH
110 Center Hill Rd., Oakhurst
Pastor Jim Southern | 832-302-0229
Sunday School ...............................9:30 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
A.W.A.N.A.S Wed ........................... 6:30 PM
Wednesday Prayer Service ............ 5:00 PM

CHINA GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
6420 FM 3081 Willis, TX 77372 
Pastor Johnny Dowell 
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 5:00 PM
Wednesday Evening ...................... 7:00 PM

DREW’S LANDING BAPTIST CHURCH
161 Thomas Castlebery Rd • Shepherd
Pastor: Joshua Whitmire
Morning Worship ............................. 11 AM
Wed. Evening Worship .................. 6:30 PM

EVERGREEN BAPTIST
Hwy. 150 & FM 945 (Blinking Light) 
Dalton Currie, Pastor | 936-767-4426
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service ....... 8:30 & 11 AM
Wednesday Choir Practice ............. 7:00 PM

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CAMILLA
401 FM 3278 
Pastor Mike Richard | 936-653-2202
Bible Study each Sunday at 10 a.m.
Preaching at 11 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST OF COLDSPRING
100 East Pine Ave. | 936-653-4197
Senior Pastor: Phil Herrington
Sunday School ...............................9:00 AM
Refreshments ..............................10:00 AM
Worship Service ...........................10:30 AM
Tues. Ladies Bible Study .... 9:30 AM / 6 PM
Wed. Awana (3yo - 5th Grade) ...... 5:30 PM
Wed. FLYTE (6th Grade) ................. 5:30 PM
Wed. Youth (7th-12th Grade) ......... 5:30PM
Wed.Men’s Bible Study .................. 6:00PM

FIRST BAPTIST OF POINT BLANK
Pastor Rev. Mickey Fountain | 936-377-2534
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship Service ............11:00 AM
Evening Worship Service ............... 6:00 PM
Wed. Prayer Service....................... 6:00 PM

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SHEPHERD
10850 Hwy 150 W. | P.O. BOX 187 
Pastor Chester Holloway | 229-834-5563
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) ......... 9:45 AM
Worship Service ....................... 11:00 AM
Wednesday Adult & Youth Bible Study ... 7 PM
Childcare Provided for all services

GOOD SHEPHERD BAPTIST CHURCH, A.B.A.
300 Church Street, Shepherd, Texas
Rev. Larry Allbritton, Pastor 
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Morning Worship Service ............10:50 AM
Evening Worship Service ............... 6:00 PM
Wednesday Worship...................... 7:00 PM

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy. 980 - 1 mi. N Waterwood Entrance 
Rev. Kevin Hindmon, Pastor | 936-295-5137
Sunday Bible Study ........................9:45 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Children’s Church.........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Service ............ 7:00 PM

GRACEVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Lee Ainsworth
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 5:30 PM
Wednesday Service ....................... 7:00 PM

HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH
1002 FM 223 | 628-3292
Ben Cartwright - Pastor
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Service ............ 7:00 PM

LAKE POOL BAPTIST
Rev. Mury Williams, Pastor | 628-3571
                   Cell | 713-254-7423
Sunday School .............................10:30 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:45 AM
Wed. Night Bible Study on Facebook
....................................................... 6:30 PM

MAGNOLIA BAPTIST
Pastor David Parish | 281-592-1772
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Worship Service ...........................11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service ..................... 5:00 PM
Wed. Night Service ........................ 6:30 PM

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
FM Rd. 2025, Coldspring Hwy.
Pastor, Jack Therrell | 281-592-4824
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening ............................. 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service ....................... 7:00 PM

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH-BMA
3400 WEST FM 2693 (Pine Valley)
New Waverly, Texas 77358 | 936-767-4742
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Wednesday Worship...................... 7:00 PM

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - OAKHURST
Pastor: Raymond R. Rice | 936-377-5612
Sunday School .................................. 10 AM
Morning Worship ............................. 11 AM
Evening Worship ................................. 6 PM
Wednesday Worship........................... 6 PM

PINE VALLEY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Bob Hunt. FM 2693 | 409-377-4206
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Sunday Even. Wor. Serv. ................ 6:00 PM
Sunday Youth Class ........................ 4:00 PM
Wednesday Service ....................... 7:00 PM

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Robert Roth, Pastor
8751 FM 945 S. | 281-592-5874
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening ...................... 7:00 PM

ST. GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH INCORPORATED
Hwy. 156 @ Reese St. Coldspring, Texas 
Pastor Michael Lee Darden Sr. | 936-653-2452
Sunday Morning Worship .............10:00AM
Wednesday - Church School ........... 7:00PM

CATHOLIC
SAINT JOSEPH, NEW WAVERLY
Rev. Daokim Nguyen | 936-344-6104
Saturday Mass ............................... 7:00 PM
Sunday ..........................7:30 AM/10:00 AM
Spanish Mass 12 Noon Every Sunday

SAINT MARY’S CLEVELAND
Father Andy Dinh Vu, S.V.D | 281-592-2985
Saturday Mass ...................5:00 PM English
Sunday Mass .....................8:00 AM Spanish
.........................................10:00 AM English
........................................12:00 PM Spanish

SAINT STEPHEN THE MARTYR
Hwy. 156 at Stagecoach Road
Rev. Daokim Nguyen | 936-344-6104
Saturday Mass ................................ 4:30PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday ................................4:00-4:30 PM

WESLEYAN CHURCH
CHRISTIAN FAITH CHURCH of OAKHURST
1040 Hwy. 190 Oakhurst, Tx. 
Ron Mendleski, Pastor  | 936-377-4795
Sunday Worship Service .............. 10:30 PM
Children’s Church..........................11:00AM
Prayer/Bible Study,Wed ................. 7:00 PM

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
EVERGREEN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Located at corner of Dabney Bottom Rd. & FM 945
767-4533 | 767-4004
Sunday Morning Service ..............10:30 AM

ONALASKA CHURCH OF CHRIST
Gary Bodine, Minister | 936-646-3517
Bible Class ......................................9:00 AM
Worship .......................................10:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Tues. Ladies Bible Class 10:00 AM Wednesday 
6:30 PM

SHEPHERD CHURCH OF CHRIST
P.O. Box 460 Shepherd, Texas 77371
Corner of Smith and Bell | 936-628-6130 
Bible Study...................................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 6:00 PM
Wednesday Worship...................... 7:00 PM

MONTAGUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ministers: Wendell Kimbrough & Ed Enloe
15151 FM 1725 Cleveland, TX | 281-593-0680
Sunday Morning ..........................10:30 AM
Wed Ladies Bible Study .................9:30 AM
Wednesday Worship...................... 7:00 PM

COLDSPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST
151 Pinto Ln., 3 miles out Hwy. 156 toward
Point Blank, Coldspring, TX | 936-653-3447
Sunday Services ............ 11:00 AM/2:00 PM
Bible Classes ................................10:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study ................. 7:00 PM

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
FM 1725 @ Hwy. 150, Maynard
Pastor: Elder Jack Wilson | 409-967-8217
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM

LAKE LIVINGSTON CHURCH OF GOD
Hwy. 350 S. of 190 | 936-967-0191
Pastor: Kevin Kleinhenz
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Worship Service ...........................10:50 AM
Sunday Evening ............................. 6:00 PM
Wed. Ser. & Youth Service ............. 7:00 PM

LILLEY MEMORIAL CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Elder Cleveland Thompson | Hwy. 156 N.
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:30 AM
Pastoral Day ..................... 1st & 3rd Sunday

RAVIN HILL OAKHURST CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
FM 946 North, Oakhurst | 936-377-5264
Elder Grady Robinson- Pastor
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM

POINT BLANK COGIC
Madden Lane at Hwy. 156
Pastor, Alfred Rhodes | 281-820-1834
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:30 AM
Thurs. Bible Band ...........................9:00 AM

GOD’S RESTORATION REVIVAL CENTER  
HOLINESS CHURCH
Located 411 Hughes Road, Coldspring
Pastor Joe Goffney, 936-653-4382 
The Center Wed Bible Studies ....... 6:30 PM
Sunday School ................................9:45AM 
Sunday Service ............................11:00 AM

EPISCOPAL
ST. LUKE’S
Chester J. Makowski, Rector
Livingston | 936-327-8467
Holy Eucharist-Sunday ..................10:30AM
Education ....................................... 9:30 AM
Christian Education For All Ages
Nursery Provided For Sunday 10:30 AM

LUTHERAN
FRIENDSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.
604 S. College Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327 
Pastor: Ben Buehl | 281-593-0174
Sunday School ...............................9:30 AM
Worship Sunday ...........................10:30 AM
Wed. Bible Study ........................... 6:30 PM

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN LCMS
900 Plum Grove Rd. • Cleveland, TX 77327
Pastor: Mark Behring (281) 592-6803
Bible Study ..................................9:15 AM
Worship Service .........................10:30 AM

LAKE LIVINGSTON LUTHERAN CHURCH, E.L.C.A.
F.M. 3152 at 190 W. Onalaska
Pastor:Sharon Kapsch | 646-5681
Bible Class ....................................10:00 AM
Worship Service ...........................11:00 AM

TRINITY LUTHERAN LCMS
Bus. 59 South Livingston 
Alex Garber, pastor | 936-327-3239
Sun. School & Bible Class .................... 9 AM
Worship Service ...........................10:30 AM

 MESSIANIC FULL GOSPEL
KING OF SAINTS TABERNACLE
CR 1725, Cleveland, TX | 936-239-4971
Pastor, Phillip Missick
Saturday School  ............................... 10 AM
Saturday Worship ............................. 11 AM
Saturday Evening Service  ................... 6 PM
Wednesday Service ............................ 7 PM

METHODIST
COLDSPRING METHODIST CHURCH
1 Cemetery Road, Coldspring, TX 77331
936-653-2287
Sunday School for all ages .............8:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service ..............10:00 AM
Sunday Adult Choir ...................... 11:00 PM
Monday Boy & Cub Scouts ............ 7:00 PM
Tuesday Cub Scouts ......................  7:00 PM
Wednesday Youth Group ............    5:30 PM
7th -12th grade and Kings Kidz (K-6)

MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Corner of FM 222 & FM 3841 Camilla, Texas
Pastor Jason Copes | 936-252-1414

PAUL HORTON METHODIST CHURCH
3721 Hwy 156, Stephen Creek, Tx
Rev. Mariann Rayne | 713-816-2795
Sunday Worship Service ..............10:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study ................. 4:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer ......................... 5:00 PM
Come Into God’s Home & Worship with us!!!

ONALASKA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Hwy 356 South (1.5 Miles south of the
Onalaska 4 corner traffic light)
Pastor-Jimmy Calvert | 936-646-5859
Sunday School .................................... 9 AM
Sunday Worship ................................ 10 AM

SHEPHERD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FM 222 OFF Hwy 150 | 936-628-3861
Rev., James Smith, Pastor
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 AM

PENTECOSTAL
APOSTOLIC PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Hwy. 150 Coldspring (Next to Roadside Park)
Pastor, Phil Runge | 653-3153
Sunday Morning ..........................10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship ............... 6:00 PM
Tuesday Bible Study ....................... 7:30 PM

SHEPHERD UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Hwy. 150 & Loop 424 | 936-628-6921
Greg Gerald, Pastor
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Sunday Night ................................. 6:00 PM
Thursday Night .............................. 7:30 PM

SHEPHERD FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
Hwy. 150 W., Shepherd • (936) 628-3942
Rev. Eddie Steward
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Morning Worship .........................10:45AM
Sunday Night ................................. 6:00 PM
Wednesday Services ...................... 7:30 PM

PRESBYTERIAN
WAVERLY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Old Waverly, Tx. | Rev. Dan Alexander
Sunday School .............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
ASCENDING DOVE FULL GOSPEL
849-FM 2666 Shepherd, Tx. 
Pastor: Rev. David Pate | 936-628-6706

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
66 Mosley Lane  Willis, TX 77378 
Rev. Everett Muirhead  | 936-767-4526
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship ............11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship ............... 6:00 PM
Tuesday Men’s Missions ................ 6:00 PM
Wednesday Mid-Week Worship .... 6:00 PM
Thursday Women’s Missions ......... 6:00 PM
Friday Youth For Christ .................. 6:00 PM
Saturday Gospel Singing ................ 6:00 PM

COWBOY CHURCH OF SAN JACINTO COUNTY
13271 Hwy. 150 Coldspring, Texas 
Pastor Zack Currie | 832-401-1876

BIG CREEK COWBOY CHURCH
1391 North Butch Arthur Road Coldspring, Charlie 
Lombardino, pastor | 936-661-7893
Sunday service .................................. 11 AM
Wednesday night Bible Study ........ 6:30 PM

FAMILY FAITH CHURCH
870 S. Sam Houston Huntsville, TX 77342
Pastors Jeff & Eileen Hackleman | 936-291-9458 
Morning Worship ........................10:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 7:00 PM
Monday Prayer Service .................. 7:30 PM
Tuesday Worship ........................... 7:30 PM
Thursday Spanish Worship ............ 7:30 PM
Alpha Omega (college/singles) ...... 7:30 PM
Friday Youth Explosion .................. 7:00 PM
Sat. Spanish Bible Study ................ 7:00 PM

MAYNARD FULL GOSPEL REVIVAL CENTER
Hwy. 150, Maynard, Tx.
Sunday Morning Service ..............11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service ................. 6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening ...................... 7:30 PM

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
Loop 424 N., Shepherd, Tx.
Mike Chapman-Pastor
Sunday Morning Service ..............10:00 AM
Thursday Evening Service .............. 7:00 PM

OAKHURST FULL GOSPEL
441 FM 946 S. | Rev. Glen Cooksey, Pastor
Sunday School ...............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning ..........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening ............................. 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night .......................... 7:00 PM

OPEN DOOR CHURCH
Corner of Byrd & Church St.,Shepherd, Tx
Sunday Morning ..........................10:00 AM
Morning Worship ........................11:00 AM
Evening Worship ............................ 7:00 PM
Thursday Bible Study ..................... 7:00 PM
Saturday Prayer Meeting ............... 7:00 PM

POINT BLANK COMMUNITY CHURCH
Rev. John McDonald
Robison Way, Point Blank  | 377-2104
Worship Service .............................9:00 AM
Sunday School .............................10:30 AM
Sunday Night ................................. 6:00 PM
Wed. Night Bible Study .................. 6:00 PM

THE EVERGREEN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Hwy. 150 W., Evergreen | 936-767-8121 John 
Davidhizar, Pastor
Sunday School ..............................9:45 AM
Morning Worship .......................11:00 AM

VICTORY GOSPEL CHURCH
FM 222, Camilla
Sunday Morning ..........................10:30 AM
Children’s Church .......................10:30 AM
Sunday Evening ............................6:00 PM
Youth service .................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening ......................7:00 PM

THE UNIVERSAL ETHICIAN CHURCH
FM 135 | Services are held each Saturday
one hour before sunset

SIMPLY CHURCH
800 Purkerson Road @ FM 1725
Cleveland, Texas 77328
Pastor William Collins
Sunday School .................................. 10 AM
Morning worship .............................. 11 AM

SAN JACINTO COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Being a church directory 
sponsor helps support 

local churches.
If you are interested 
in advertising email 
Cheryl at cheryl@

polkcountypublishing.com

LOOP 424
STORAGE

2000 S Byrd Ave
Shepherd, Tx 77371

936-653-2641
Cleveland

Dayton
Coldspring

936-327-5224  •  800-732-7839936-327-5224  •  800-732-7839
1704 US Hwy 59 Loop N  •  Livingston1704 US Hwy 59 Loop N  •  Livingston

www.eastex.comwww.eastex.com

First State Bank
Serving You At 4 Locations

112 West Polk
Livingston, TX
(936) 327-5211

2300 US Hwy 190 West
Livingston, TX
(936) 327-5211

6320 Hwy 59 South
Shepherd, TX 

(936) 628-3347

14200 Hwy 190 West
Onalaska, TX

(936) 646-6600

Member FDIC
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The following want ad ap-
peared in a local newspaper: 
“For sale: 52-year-old hus-
band, never remembers an-
niversaries, birthdays, or spe-
cial occasions, never says ‘I 
love you,’ never hugs, squeez-
es hand tightly, or tenderly 
touches. Will sell for 2 cents. 
Call 663-9666. Will dicker.”

While attending a marriage 
seminar on communication, 
David and his wife listened 
to the instructor declare, “It 
is essential that husbands and 
wives know the things that are 
important to each other.” He 
addressed the men, “Can you 
describe your wife’s favorite 
flower?” David leaned over, 
touched his wife’s arm gently 
and whispered, “Pillsbury All-
Purpose, isn’t it?”

My kids still give me a hard 
time about the lovely, romantic 
gift I gave my wife for Christ-

mas one year. It was a beauti-
fully wrapped vacuum cleaner. 
I think I may go all out and 
give her a chainsaw this year.

Once, when the Pharisees 
asked Jesus about the legiti-
macy of divorce as recorded in 
Mark 10:2-9, Jesus quoted Old 
Testament scripture to them 
from Genesis 1 & 2 about the 
sacredness of marriage. Jesus 
said, “At the beginning of cre-
ation, God made them male 
and female. Because of this, 
a man should leave his father 
and mother and be joined to-
gether with his wife, and the 
two will be one flesh. So, they 

are no longer two but one 
flesh. Therefore, humans must 
not pull apart what God has 
put together” (Mark 10:7-9). 

Tragically, divorces happen, 
but the most important ques-
tion married couples should 
ask is not, “Can I get a di-
vorce?” but “What can I do to 
nurture my spouse and be in 
unity and harmony with him 
or her?” Marriage is a sacred 
gift of God, and our spouses 
deserve our best efforts to 
make our marriages healthy.

The bedrock of every good 
marriage is mutual commit-
ment. Husbands and wives 
must be committed to lov-
ing, honoring, and cherishing 
each other. Our spouses must 
know that we are committed 
to meeting their needs, even 
when that is very difficult for 
us. We all need to be nurtured 
and cared for, and married 

couples must be committed to 
meeting as much of that need 
as possible. 

None of us can make some-
one else happy, but we can all 
be there for someone else as 
they make the long, difficult 
journey toward wholeness and 
completeness. It is God’s in-
tention that every marriage be 
marked by intimacy, edifying 
partnership, and mutual ser-
vice. 

Every marriage partner has 
married someone very differ-
ent from themselves. We will 
not always understand why 
our partners do the things they 
do, say the things they say, and 
feel the things they feel, but 
we can make the choice to al-
ways be there for them as they 
struggle with the issues of their 
lives. They will make mistakes 
along the way, and we will find 
it challenging to forgive them 

rather than hold onto our re-
sentments and hurt feelings. 

The truth of the matter is, we 
will make mistakes, too. If we 
want to be forgiven, we must 
learn to be forgiving. As Jesus 
said, “Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy” 
(Matthew 5:7). When we reach 
out to fill the cup of another, 
somehow, we will find our 
own cups filled. 

Jesus gave good marriage 
advice in Luke 6:37-38: “Don’t 
judge, and you won’t be judged. 
Don’t condemn, and you won’t 
be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven. Give, and 
it will be given to you. A good 
portion—packed down, firmly 
shaken, and overflowing—will 
fall into your lap. The portion 
you give will determine the 
portion you receive in return.”

Dr. Dan Darby is a retired 
United Methodist pastor.

WHAT GOD HATH JOINED TOGETHER

Visit the church of your choice
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Texas House 
Republicans who want 
to oust Speaker Dade 
Phelan have coalesced 
behind a single opponent: 
state Rep. David Cook, 
R-Mansfield. A total of 
48 representatives are 
backing the two-term 
representative, including 
four who dropped their 
own bids for speaker.

Phelan’s opponents, 
including Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, claim he has 
given too much power 
to Democrats by naming 
some to lead legislative 
committees. 

“This vote highlights the 
growing momentum for 
change within the Texas 
House, as members rally 
behind a shared vision of 
a decentralized leadership 
model that empowers all 
members,” Cook said in a 
statement.

Phelan is seeking his 
third term as speaker 
after narrowly surviving a 
challenge for re-election 
to represent his district in 
the GOP primary, winning 
a runoff election.

“Not only are their 
actions disappointing and 
unacceptable, they are 
futile, as I proudly have 
the clear majority votes 
needed to be the Speaker 
today and will have the 

clear majority support 
needed to become Speaker 
again come January,” 
Phelan said in a statement.

Polls show near tie in 
Cruz-Allred race

The U.S. Senate race in 
Texas has tightened, with 
a poll last week showing 
Democratic challenger 
Colin Allred nearly within 
the margin of error in his 
race against incumbent 
Republican Ted Cruz, 
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. 
A poll released by the 
Texas Hispanic Policy 
Foundation shows Cruz 
ahead of Allred 48 percent 
to 45 percent, nearly 
within the margin of error 
of 2.83 percent.

Cruz is seeking his third 
term in the Senate. He 
won his last race against 
challenger Beto O’ Rourke 
by just 2.6 points.

The tightening race 
prompted the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign 
Committee to announce 
last week that it is sending 
millions of advertising 

dollars to Texas to boost his 
campaign. The committee 
plants to put its money 
toward airing more Allred 
campaign ads. Committee 
chair Gary Peters said the 
Democratic candidate 
needs more funding to get 
his message out.

“But it is his message,” 
Peters said. “He knows 
Texas inside and out.”

Texas Supreme Court 
rules on gun ban at state 

fair
The State Fair of Texas 

opened last week with 
its newly enacted ban on 
weapons intact after the 
Texas Supreme Court 
rejected a challenge by 
Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton just 13 hours 
earlier. The Statesman 
reported the court 
ridiculed the state’s legal 
arguments in a five-page 
opinion, with Justice 
Jimmy Blacklock writing 
that “the State’s filings 
do not even attempt to 
answer” the question at 
the heart of the case.

Two lower courts also 
rejected Paxton’s attempt 
to lift the ban, enacted 
after three fairgoers were 
injured in a shooting 
incident last year. 

The state fair runs 
through Sunday, Oct. 20.

Party game company 

sues SpaceX for 
trespassing

Cards Against 
Humanity, makers of a 
humorous adult party 
game, is suing Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX company for 
trespassing and damaging 
land the company 
purchased in Cameron 
County. The company 
purchased the land in 
2017 to send a political 
message to then-President 
Donald Trump’s campaign 
to not build a border wall.

KUT reported that the 
company raised money 
to purchase the land by 
soliciting $15 donations 
from 150,000 people. It 
says the land has been 
kept in its pristine state, 
but SpaceX has dumped 
gravel, tractors, and space 
garbage on it. 

A website maintained by 
the company announced it 
is seeking $15 million in 
damages and displayed 
photos purportedly 
showing “before and 
after” images of its land. 
SpaceX did not respond 
for comment from Texas 
Public Radio.

Going lights out for 
migrating birds

Audubon Texas is asking 
residents to not leave the 
porch lights on this fall, 
during peak migration 

season for millions of 
birds. The Texas Standard 
reported the 2024 Lights 
Out, Texas, campaign is 
underway, and Texans 
are urged to turn off 
unnecessary lights to 
minimize light pollution. 
Migrating birds can 
become disoriented when 
traveling through densely 
populated areas. 

Up to 1 billion birds are 
killed each year due to 
collisions with buildings. 
Peak migration runs 
through Oct. 29, with fall 
migration ending around 
Nov. 30. One of every four 
birds migrating through 
the U.S. passes through 
Texas, according to 
Audubon Texas. 

Building owners, 
businesses, developers 
and homeowners can help 
protect migrating birds by 
turning off all nonessential 
lighting from 11 p.m. to 6 
a.m. each night. Lighting 
shields that direct light 
downward can reduce 
bird casualties. More 
information is available at 
tx.audubon.org.

Looking back on last 
summer’s weather

The summer of 2024 
is in the books, and Dr. 
Mark Wentzel, hydrologist 
with the Texas Water 
Development Board, 

says it ended up in the 
middle of the pack when 
compared to the last 25 
summers – the 12th most 
miserable during that time 
period.

The amount of the state 
in drought declined to 
28 percent from a high 
of 88 percent during 
the summer of 2022, 
Wentzel wrote. Last 
summer certainly was an 
improvement over the 
two previous, which were 
considered the second and 
third most miserable in 
the past quarter century. 
But they both pale in 
comparison to the summer 
of 2011, which had the 
worst drought conditions 
in Texas history, and 
wildfires swept the state.

Relatively plentiful 
rain made last summer 
seem more tolerable, but 
records indicate it was the 
fourth-hottest summer of 
the past 25 years. 

Thank goodness for 
autumn.

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of community 
newspapers in Texas during 
a 30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin 
and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.
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• Contract period is for 13 weeks at a total cost of $390.
• Ad will continue to run until notice of  cancellation is received. 
• All ads are of the same size with a hairline border. 
• Advertiser is allowed one change per month to ad.  
(Changes or corrections must be called in before 2 p.m. on Friday)

• A FREE feature story with company pictures and cutline information will 
be requested at the end of the 13-week contract period. (photos may be of 
your  place of  business and/or your equipment) Information and photos 
must be provided by you at this time. 

Reach 9,500 homes & businesses in 3 newspapers for 13 weeks for only $30 a week
POLK COUNTY ENTERPRISE • SAN JACINTO NEWS-TIMES • TRINITY COUNTY NEWS-STANDARD

FOR DETAILS AND TO ADVERTISE, CALL MADISON BLAND AT (936) 327-4357

Business Directory
East TexasEast Texas

For details and to advertise in the East Texas Business Directory, call 
Madison Bland at 936-327-4357 or email madison@polkcountypublishing.com

A/C & HEATING

 Insulation
3601 FM 224, Coldspring, 

Tx 77331
Call 936-653-3888 or email service@wolfcreekair.com

Call us for your A/C, Heating, 
or Insulation needs       
 TACLB021695C

BOWLING
16 Lanes
Kitchen

Party Rooms
Full Bar

Leagues
Pool Tables 

& Arcade
5 Flat Screen TVs

       936-967-BOWL (2695)
6900 US Hwy 190 W • Livingston

ROOFING

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches. Proverbs 22:1

Moseley Construction
General Contractor – Waterfront Construction Specialist
Mailing Address: 296 Fern, Livingston, Texas 77351
Physical Address: 2055 FM 3126, Blanchard, Texas

Office: (936) 967-8032   Fax: (936) 967-8033
Email: mosco@dmoseley.com

BULKHEADS

BULKHEADS

Steel & Wood Bulkheads
Boathouses - Piers - Docks - Decks

Timber Bridges - Marinas

www.shoretechmarine.com
936-662-5100

Over 40 years of Design & 
Construction Experience

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION LAWN & GARDEN

House Slabs
Garages • Driveways

Patios • Sidewalks • Walls

BODY SHOP

RESTAURANT

AUTO REPAIRS INTERNET SERVICE

INSURANCE

HOUSE LEVELING

GAS/PROPANE

Leveling - Waterleveling - Beams - Pylons - Concrete Blocks - 
Roof Covers - Deck - Floors • FREE Estimates • Senior Citizen 

Discount • For Your Protection Insured since 1980

AMTEK
936-328-1434

HOUSE LEVELING

Your Protection is Our Business
Auto-Home-Mobile Home-RV-Boat-Motorcycle-Life-Commercial

CARTER INSURANCE

612 Pan American Dr. (next to Boot Barn) • 936-327-3804
Call today for a free quote!

SR22’s

701 W. Church
LIVINGSTON, TEXAS 77351

888-212-0054
HighlineFast.com

El Burrito
MEXICAN RESTAURANT
Real Mexican Delights

100 SOUTHPOINT LOOP • LIVINGSTON
936-327-3770

White-Starr Collision

Chris White
Owner

Free Estimates
All Insurance Claims Welcome

Complete Body and Frame Repair

whitestarrcollision@gmail.com
(936)967-2777

4300 US Hwy 190 W
Livingston, Tx 77351

1-CAR . ASE . STG

24 Hour
Wrecker Service
• Free Estimates
• Complete Paint & Body Work
• All Insurance Accepted

Serving Polk County Since 1966

FAWBUSH BODY SHOP
Hwy 59 S. - 4 Miles South of Livingston

“We Meet By Accident”
936-327-1239
936-365-2707

HWILL COX H
Roofing

281-592-4997
“We Are The Experts”

Serving for 40 years
willcoxroofing.com Will Cox

Consumers L-P Gas & Appliance Co.
Competitive Pricing and excellent service 

on all your propane needs. 
Propane • Cylinder & Motorhome Filling

Home Deliveries • Tanks • Sales and Rentals
GE & Hotpoint Appliances • Sales and Service Heaters

Rheem Water Heaters • Rinnai Water Heaters
(Propane, Natural & Electric) In House Financing

You can be sure day or night! Call 936-594-2156
FM 1617 at Hwy. 195 • Trinity, TX (behind Roadside Park)

Whether adding a room to your house, a 
deck around your pool or even a new sidewalk 
or driveway, concrete is the most economical 
and long lasting of any other building materi-
als. Finding the right contractor that will work 
with your schedule and needs is also very im-
portant. 

Make sure you choose someone who is 
updated on the types of materials needed for 
your particular project and also aware of the 
building codes for your area.

Saens Concrete has been busily working in 
this area for some time and can help you make 
the right decisions concerning your concrete 
needs.

Feel free to call us and get an idea of cost 
and time frame for your upcoming project. 

Saens contractors have the experience and 
the knowledge to help you with every-
thing you need. Call 936-933-1911 today. 

Saens Concrete, helping you make the right decision

Flower Beds | Tree Rings | Playgrounds
Color Options • Stone Texture

Rolled Texture • Continuous Edging

All-Curbs.com        936-247-2963

Pressure Washing and Garden Retaining Walls

“Beautifying Lake Livingston, one yard at a time.”

936-398-4295

Ponds  Site Prep
Land Clearing

Phelan’s GOP foes back one challenger
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Saturdays in October

8 PM – 10 PM

No Tricks, All Treats

Guests may win once per drawing date. One entry for every 250 base points, October 1 – 26. 
Visit Naskila.com/promotions or see Players’ Club for details.

Win your share of $80K in Cash 
and FreePlay! Ten wicked winners 
will be selected EVERY SATURDAY.

540 State Park Road 56
Livingston, Texas 77351 

936.563.2WIN 
NASKILA.COM
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See  OFFENDER	➩ Page 5

House passes Luttrell, Correa security measure
Special	to	the	News-Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Reps. 
Morgan Luttrell, R-Texas, and Lou Correa, 
D-Calif., members of the House Border 
Security and Enforcement Subcommit-
tee, recently introduced the Emerging In-
novative Border Technologies Act, which 
officially passed in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives today with strong bipartisan 
support. 

This legislation will require the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to present a 
comprehensive plan to Congress aimed 
at identifying, integrating, and deploying 
cutting-edge technologies to enhance bor-

der security operations. 
“As cartels and foreign adversary opera-

tions become more sophisticated amidst 
the ongoing border crisis, the United States 
must deploy the latest and most advanced 
technologies available to our borders to 
disrupt these threats,” Luttrell said. “I’m 
proud of the bipartisan work we’ve done 
with Congressman Correa. I’ll continue 
to push for effective measures to safeguard 
our country and enforce our laws.”

“Border security means keeping drugs 
and other negative elements away from our 
communities — and cutting-edge technol-
ogy that is already available for commer-
cial use gives our hard-working officers 

the tools they need to keep us safe,” Cor-
rea said. “Through this bipartisan effort, 
Congress will better understand how our 
officers can use new technology to stop 
smugglers crossing in remote and deadly 
conditions, and hopefully deliver our of-
ficers the resources they so desperately 
need. I look forward to seeing this legis-
lation pass the United States Senate and 
make its way to President Biden’s desk.”

 Specifically, the Emerging Innovative 
Border Technologies Act would:  

• Require the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, within 180 days, to submit a 
comprehensive plan to Congress to iden-
tify, integrate, and deploy new, innovative, 

disruptive, or other emerging technologies 
into border security operations. 

• Authorize one or more CBP Innova-
tion Teams to research and adapt commer-
cial technologies that are new, innovative, 
or disruptive into border security opera-
tions to address both capability gaps and 
urgent mission needs and assess their po-
tential outcomes.

• Require each CBP Innovation Team to 
have both operating procedures that clarify 
roles and responsibilities within such team 
with respect to DHS and non-Federal part-
ners as well as protocols for entering agree-
ments to rapidly transition technologies 
into new or existing programs of record.

Entergy Texas welcomes fall with safety reminders

Special	to	the	News-Times

THE WOODLANDS — Although 
warmer weather is still lingering around, 
soon cooler temps will be here. 

This time of year can also bring oppor-
tunities for customers to tackle home im-
provement or landscaping projects. As fun 
and gratifying as these activities can be, no 
one wants them to result in an accident or 
injury. Entergy Texas has some helpful tips 
for staying safe this fall. 

Stay safe outdoors  
The Halloween season brings children the 

fun of wearing costumes, enjoying candy 
and attending fall festivals and carnivals. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics offers 
tips to help children celebrate safely. 

Prepare to welcome trick-or-treaters to 
your home safely by checking outdoor lights 
and making sure walkways and steps are 
well-lit and free of any tripping hazards. 

Any extension cords should be specifi-
cally designated for outdoor use. 

Use rubber gaskets in light sockets or 
hang sockets downward to keep water out 
and remember to turn outside lights and 
decorations off when you are away from 
home or asleep. 

Help children learn about safety with vid-
eos, activities and other resources. 

Keep safety first with home projects 
Fall is a great time to tidy up and prep 

your property for winter. When cleaning 
up fallen leaves and branches or trimming 
trees, always use caution and be aware of 
overhead lines.

Position your ladder away from over-

head wires, so trimmings will not fall onto 
power lines. If this happens, always as-
sume downed wires are energized and call 
1-800-ENTERGY for help. 

If your fall spruce-up includes digging up 
flower beds, trees or shrubs, remember to 
call before you dig. Calling 811 before you 
dig will keep you safe and prevent disrup-
tion of utility services to your neighbor-
hood.  

When performing maintenance activities 
that require a ladder inside or out, be sure 
to wear proper footwear, position the ladder 
on a flat surface, and have someone nearby 
to spot you. 

Daylight Saving Time ends Nov. 3 
When Daylight Saving Time ends on 

Sunday, Nov. 3, fewer hours of daylight will 
make it harder to see children going to and 
from the school bus in the mornings and 
evenings. When driving, avoid distractions 
and watch for children in the neighborhood. 

The National Association for Pupil Trans-
portation offers additional tips for ensuring 
children arrive to and from school safely.

When setting your clocks to fall back an 
hour, take the time to check the batteries in 
your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide 
detectors. All homes should contain a car-
bon monoxide detector to help identify the 
colorless and odorless gas that can cause se-
rious illness or death. 

Stay safe and warm indoors 
Candles can add a warm ambience to an 

autumn evening, but remember it is never 
safe to leave candles burning unattended. A 
small sputter or an errant flame can cause a 
fire in an instant. 

Space heaters should only be used with 
caution. They are large consumers of energy 
and a fire hazard and should be kept at least 
three feet away from draperies, rugs and 
furniture. Additionally, homeowners who 
use a gas or electric furnace should sched-
ule an appointment for service by a certified 
technician to make sure it is safe for opera-
tion and for greatest efficiency. 

A wood-burning stove or fireplace can 
add warmth and coziness to a room but 
should also be used with caution and proper 
preparation. Have your chimney cleaned 
by a professional before the first fire is lit. 

Fallen leaves, animal nests and other debris 
can cause the smoke to vent into your home 
rather than outside and cause a fire. 

Remember to replace dirty air filters in-
side and remove debris from the unit out-
side to ensure your HVAC unit works effi-
ciently through all seasons. 

Be ready for inclement weather 
Hurricane season lasts through the end of 

November, so it is important to not let your 
guard down even when the weather begins 
to cool. Prepare now for severe weather that 
may come your way by making a plan and 
a kit. 

Simple tips can help you avoid accidents and injuries

Original Texans knew only how to lose

The Dallas Texans, the first pro football 
team in the Southwest, proved their season 
opening defeat was no fluke by losing 37-14 
to the San Francisco 49ers on Oct. 5, 1952. 

Seventy-two years ago, the National Foot-
ball League did not remotely resemble the 
sports spectacle of today. No Monday Night 
Football, no Super Bowl and no fat contracts 
for gridiron gladiators who risked crippling 
injury every Sunday. 

There were 12 teams instead of the cur-
rent 31 and none between Chicago and Cal-
ifornia. The idea of selling new franchises 
to pigskin hungry cities had yet to dawn on 
current owners, so the rest of the country 
had to wait until a team became available.

At the end of the1951 season, singer Kate 
Smith’s manager begged the league office to 
take the money losing New York Yankees 
off his hands. Commissioner Bert Bell was 
happy to oblige because he had a buyer in 
football crazy Texas.

A group of businessmen headed by Giles 

Martin, 31-year-old heir to a textiles fortune, 
paid $300,000 for the privilege of moving 
the club to Dallas. Since no self-respecting 
resident of the Lone Star State would root 
for a team called the Yankees, the name was 
changed to the Texans.

Unlike the expansion teams to come, the 
Dallas Texans were not a bunch of over-the-
hill veterans and green-as-grass rookies. 
Talent may have been in short supply, but 
Buddy Young was a nifty little runner and 
two linemen, Gino Marchetti and Art Don-
ovan, were destined for the Hall of Fame. 

Thirty-three players survived a scorch-
ing training camp in Kerrville and a flurry 
of cuts and trades. Six Southwest Confer-
ence alumni were on the opening-day ros-
ter: fullback Dick McKissack (SMU), ends 
Bruce Alford (TCU) and Stanley Williams 
(Baylor), guard Weldon Humble (Rice) and 
UT tackles Ken Jackson and Jim Lansford. 

The 17,500 curious spectators, who 
showed up at the Cotton Bowl on the last 
Sunday of September, had lots of elbow 
room in the stadium built for $75,000. Gov. 
Allan Shivers hailed “this new era in sports 
in Texas,” and a beauty queen released heli-
um-filled balloons that soared skyward with 
a gold football entitling the finder to an un-
disclosed prize.

Tom Landry fumbled the opening kickoff 
on the New York Giants’ 22-yard line to set 
up the hosts’ sole score. Crowd favorite Kyle 
Rote, Doak Walker’s running mate at SMU, 

received the biggest cheer of the day with an 
exciting 52-yard touchdown dash, and the 
visitors coasted to a 24-6 triumph.

Matty Bell, athletic director at Southern 
Methodist, generously blamed the disap-
pointing turnout for the pro debut on foot-
ball fatigue. The SMU-Georgia Tech game 
attracted 40,000 to the Cotton Bowl on Fri-
day night, and the Texas Aggies packed the 
place the next afternoon for their contest 
with Oklahoma A&M.

Excuses were harder to come by the fol-
lowing Sunday, when the Texans’ tussle with 
the 49ers drew 2,500 fewer fans. Y.A. Tittle, 
Marshall native and Louisiana State signal-
caller, picked apart the Dallas defense as San 
Francisco rolled to a 23-point victory.

A change of scene failed to alter the out-
come a week later in Chicago. The Texans 
managed to muster 20 points at Wrigley 
Field, but the Bears were 18 points better.

Returning to the wide-open spaces of the 
Cotton Bowl, the Texans actually led Green 
Bay 14-7 at halftime much to the surprise of 
the sparse crowd of 14,000. But the Rice In-
stitute pass-and-catch combination of Tobin 
Rote and Bill Howton powered the Packers 
past the hapless home team 24-14. 

The Texans suffered their fifth and sixth 
defeats on a road trip to the West Coast. The 
49’ers ran wild in a 48-21 rout, and the Los 
Angeles Rams shellacked them 42-20. 

Giles and his partners had bought the 
franchise in the naive belief they would at 

least break even that initial season. Finding 
themselves a quarter of a million dollars in 
the red by early November, they asked the 
Citizens Association for a $250,000 loan to 
tide them over, but the unelected city fathers 
turned them down flat. 

Ten thousand hardy souls braved the cold 
and rain to see what most expected to be the 
Texans’ last game in Dallas. The Rams won 
the muddy melee by three TDs.

Three days later, Giles Miller dumped the 
team in Bert Bell’s lap. The commissioner 
gave Coach Jimmy Phelan marching orders 
for Hershey, Penn., which the strays called 
home for the rest of the strange season.

The orphans were adopted by Baltimore 
and “became heroes for life,” as colorful Art 
Donovan put it. Renamed the Colts, they 
developed into the NFL’s best winning back-
to-back championships in 1958 and 1959.

Dallas residents did not miss the origi-
nal Texans, though in private they probably 
envied Baltimore’s luck. The NFL gave the 
city a second chance in 1960 by awarding an 
expansion franchise to oilman Clint Mur-
chison. Lamar Hunt, founder of the rival 
American Football League, countered with 
the second coming of the Texans, and for 
the next three seasons Big D had its choice 
of two professional football teams.  

Order your copy of “Texas Depression Era 
Desperadoes” by mailing a check for $24.00 
to Bartee Haile, P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 
77393. 

Bartee Haile
barteehaile@gmail.com

This Week in 
Texas History

Grants given to East Texas veteran service organizations
Special	to	the	News-Times

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced eight Fund for Veterans’ Assis-
tance grants totaling more than $1.4 mil-
lion were awarded to eight organizations 
in East Texas as part of the Texas Veterans 
Commission’s (TVC) Grants Across Texas 
presentations. 

Presented by TVC, the funding will pro-
vide services to more than 690 veterans 
and their families across 38 counties.

“Texas will always stand with the brave 
men and women who fought for the free-
doms we enjoy today,” Gov. Abbott said. 
“These Fund for Veterans’ Assistance 
grants will provide financial support and 
other crucial services to veterans and their 
families in East Texas. Texas is home to 
more veterans than any other state, and 
we will continue to support them to help 
ensure our nation’s heroes prosper for gen-
erations to come.” 

“The Pineywoods of Texas is home 

to many veterans who have served our 
country and now call East Texas their 
home,” said TVC Commissioner and Ma-
rine veteran Chuck Wright. “These grant 
awards will improve the lives of veterans 
in the area with important services, such 
as home modifications in the Housing for 
Texas Heroes program to transportation 
programs to help veterans get to their ap-
pointments and other necessities.”

Wright presented the grants at Habitat 
for Humanity of Smith County in Tyler. 
This is the sixth stop of Grants Across Tex-
as. The grant presentations will continue 
through the second week of October with 
a total of 10 stops.

The FVA grant recipients and their ser-
vices include:

• Cass County: a $300,000 grant for fi-
nancial assistance

• Deep East Texas Council of Govern-
ments and Economic Development Dis-
trict: a $70,000 grant for financial assis-
tance

• Habitat for Humanity of Smith Coun-
ty: a $250,000 grant for home modifica-
tions

• Northeast Texas Habitat for Humanity: 
a $230,000 grant for home modifications

• RISE-Resource Information Support 
and Empowerment: a $145,000 grant for 
transportation programs and services

• Sabine Valley Regional MHMR Cen-
ter: a $145,000 grant for peer support ser-
vices

• The Salvation Army – Lufkin: a 
$100,000 grant for financial assistance

• Trinity County: a $180,000 grant for 
financial assistance

In May, the governor announced 181 
grants totaling over $44 million to 161 
organizations across Texas. It is projected 
to provide direct services to more than 
41,000 veterans, their dependents, and 
surviving spouses.

Since 2009 through the current 2024-
2025 grant cycle, more than $313 mil-
lion in grant funding has been awarded 

through 1,400 FVA grants.
The grants support a wide range of ser-

vices from emergency financial assistance 
to transportation, legal services to fam-
ily support services, and home modifica-
tion to rental and mortgage assistance. 
The TVC awards grants in five categories: 
General Assistance, Housing for Texas 
Heroes, Veterans Mental Health Grants, 
Veterans Treatment Courts, and Veteran 
County Service Officers.

Funding for these grants is generated 
primarily by the Texas Lottery Commis-
sion’s games designated for veteran sup-
port. Other sources of funding for the 
grants come from individual donation op-
tions on drivers’ licenses, licenses to carry 
a handgun, outdoor recreation licenses for 
hunting and fishing, and vehicle registra-
tions.

Texas veterans in need of assistance 
can find the organizations providing help 
in their area and how to contact them at 
https://tvc.texas.gov/fund.
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See  OFFENDER	➩ Page 5

Coldspring takes 3 from New Waverly
By	Charles	Ballard
SJNT correspondent

NEW WAVERLY — The first of the 
Lady Trojan’s 10 district games was played 
on Friday night and Coldspring set the 
momentum for the entire season by tak-
ing three sets from the New Waverly Lady 
Bulldogs. 

Set 1 was in the books with a score of 
25-12, followed by a score of 25-15 and the 
third was 25-13.

The first set was actually the closest set 

at the start as the Lady Trojans managed to 
regroup and take control of the game. 

Head Coach Dwain Anderson said, “We 
worked this week and ways to control the 
speed of the game and put it in our favor.” 

Ella Phillips, senior middle blocker said, 
“I am very proud of how we played tonight, 
we all did our part, and it showed.” 

Tess Phillips said, “It was a team effort 
that made the difference. We worked hard 
this week and controlling the tempo of the 
game, and it worked in our favor.”

Ella Phillips 14 kills 2 solo blocks and 8 

block assists; Ashlynn Holley had 13 kills, 3 
solo blocks and 4 block assists, and 3 aces; 
and Cali Crowder had 27 assists and 2 aces.

Shepherd
The Lady Pirates hosted Liberty on Sept. 

24 and came away with three losses.
Head Coach Ashley Brockner said Shep-

herd came out fired up the first set with 
Callie Dean leading the offense with 6 kills 
in set 1. Liberty won the set 27-25 and took 
over the game to take the match. 

The Lady Pirates were led by Callie Dean 

with 8 total kills, and Jayla Fisher, Abbey 
Anderson, and Addison Kowis adding to 
the total with 2 each. The back row held up 
with Chloe Fuller having 14 digs, Nevaeh 
Murphy (11), Abbey Anderson and Jazilyn 
Richardson (9 each). 

Brockner said that on Friday night they 
traveled to Hamshire-Fannett and fell in 3 
sets. Chloe Fuller continues to lead defense 
with 19 digs. Maci Wilson and Nevaeh 
Murphy right behind her with 10 digs each. 
Callie Dean had 7 scored points between 
aces, and kills.

Abby	Anderson	has	a	nice	kill	shot	during	worm	up	for	the	Liberty	at	Shepherd	volleyball	
district	game.		PHOTO BY CHARLES BALLARD

Nevaeh	Murphy	delivers	a	set	for	the	Lady	Pirates.	PHOTO BY CHARLES BALLARD

Kinsey	Reynolds	digs	a	ball	out	for	a	set	during	the	first	district	game	against	the	Lady	
Bulldogs	on	Friday	night.	PHOTO BY CHARLES BALLARD

Schools hit the Liberty ground running
SJNT	staff

LIBERTY — Coldspring’s 
Brennen Lilley led his school’s 
cross-country team with an 8th-
place finish at the Liberty Tony 
Munson Cross Country Invita-
tional on Friday.

Liberty Tony Munson Cross 

Country Invitational 2024
Sept. 27

Liberty Municipal Park
Liberty

Coldspring-Oakhurst 
Girls 2-mile run
Individual (results, athlete, 

place)
14:30.00, Jasper Williams, 

24th

17:51.00, Hailey Sharrock, 
69th

20:58.00, Alayla Goffney, 81st
22:06.00, Allison Davis, 83rd

Boys 5,000-meter run
Individual (results, athlete, 

place)
18:44.00, Brennen Lilley, 8th
23:32.00, Ezekiel Wilkinson, 

77th
23:34.00, Niko Walberg, 78th
24:31.00, Jason Lee, 84th

Shepherd
Girls 2-mile run
Individual (results, athlete, 

place)
15:11.00, Victoria Gonzales, 

31st

16:12.00, Julissa Mayorga, 
47th

16:31.00, Katia Mendoza, 
53rd

Boys 5,000-meter run
Individual (results, athlete, 

place)
20:48.00, Levi Seagroves, 43rd
22:04.00, Braylon Cherry, 64th

Tess	Phillips	puts	air	into	the	serve	against	the	Lady	Bulldogs.		PHOTO BY CHARLES BAL-
LARD

Cali	Crowder	hits	500	assists	during	the	game	against	New	Waverly.			PHOTO BY CHARLES 
BALLARD

Callie	Dean	sets	the	ball	during	the	Liberty	at	Shepherd	district	game.	PHOTO BY CHARLES 
BALLARD
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OUTDOOR
LIFELIFEBY LUKE CLAYTON

Playing the ‘slots’ at Lake Tawakoni
Guide Tony Pennebak-

er slowed his big catfish 
guide boat and studied the 
sonar closely. 

“This is the spot we 
fished yesterday and land-
ed limits of ‘eater’ blue cat-
fish in the slot and a cou-
ple of trophy catfish which 
we released that mea-
sured over 30 inches and 
weighed 35 to 40 pounds 
apiece.”

The water was relatively 
shallow, about 5 feet deep 
and we were positioned 
a long cast from the edge 
of a big patch of standing 
timber. Long casts im-
prove the bite when fish-
ing for blue catfish which 
are sensitive to vibrations. 
With power poles lowered 
into the soft lake bottom, 
the big craft was station-
ary. 

Eight rods with fresh 
shad rigged Santee Coo-
per-style with small floats 
set about 8 inches above 
the hook to keep the baits 
dangling up from bottom 
were positioned around 
the boat and we didn’t 
wait long before the action 
to begin. 

I’ve fished with Tony 
many times and he knows 
ole’ Luke is all about a 
fish fry. I share his love 
of catching these hard-
fighting fish and eating 
those snow-white blue 
catfish fillets but I won’t 
snub my nose at a platter 
of tasty channel cat fil-
lets either. We could have 
baited a spot with cattle 
range cubes or soured 
grain, used his Tony P’s 
Punch bait and undoubt-
edly landed our limits of 
channel catfish weighing 
1.5 to 2 pounds but with 
the bigger blue catfish on 
a dependable bite, our 
choice of species was a no-

brainer. 
At Tawakoni the daily 

limit on blue and chan-
nel catfish is no minimum 
length limit; daily bag and 
possession limit is 25 blue 
and channel catfish in any 
combination. In the 25-
fish bag, no more than five 
fish 20 inches or greater 
in length may be retained, 
and no more than one of 
those can be 30 inches or 
longer. This slot between 
20 and 30 inches is made 
up of what we refer to as 
good eaters — fish weigh-
ing from about 5 to 15 
pounds. Any catfish an-
gler/eater understands 
that five of these slot fish 
equate to several freezer 
bags full of tasty fillets.

We were fishing a big 
shallow flat with what’s 
left of a ditch or old creek 
channel near the edge of 
standing timber. Through 
the years, most of the sub-
merged creek channels 
have silted in but a close 
look at sonar will show 
many of these depressions 
still visible. It doesn’t take 
much elevation difference 
in bottom structure to at-
tract and hold not only 
catfish but the bait fish 
they feed upon.

This is one style of fish-
ing where I’m convinced 
more hook ups will occur 
with the rod in a holder 
rather than in the fish-
erman’s hands. The drill 
went like this; heave the 

baits out far from the boat, 
as far as we could cast, al-
low the weight to pull the 
bait to bottom and the 
floater suspend it up a 
few inches-which makes 
it easier for the catfish to 
scent and position in its 
mouth. With the butt of 
the rod in a rod holder, 
crank the reel handle to 
take up slack. 

With all the rods po-
sitioned, it was a waiting 
game. I kept an eye on 
the rods in front of the 
boat and Tony watched 
the rear rods. Blue catfish 
usually don’t nibble a bait 
as is common with chan-
nel catfish. The bigger 
fish simply grab the bait 
and run with it. The circle 
hooks we were using are 
designed to thread into the 
corner of the fish’s mouth 
as it swims away. Shaped 
with a bit of a corkscrew 
twist, these hooks are 
ideal for this style fishing. 
When the rod is bowing 
heavily toward the water, 
begin cranking as fast as 
possible on the reel (with 
the rod still in the holder). 
This takes the slack out of 
the line and ensures pres-
sure is maintained on the 
fish. 

You’ll know when the 
hook set is solid, the rod 
will be bending in a sharp 
arc and it’s time to reach 
down and winch the rod 
from the holder. This can 
be a trick when a big tro-
phy blue is applying pres-
sure. When fighting these 
big fish, it’s best to grab the 
rod a few inches forward 
of the reel and place the 
butt of the rod somewhere 
around your beltline. This 
gives more control, the 
trick is to let the rod and 
the reels drag system do 
the work to tire the fish. 

Our goal on this morn-
ing was to boat a limit of 
slot fish for an upcoming 
fish fry I have planed. If 
we were lucky enough to 
catch a trophy, then pho-
tographs and quick release 
was the plan. After only a 
couple hours fishing, we 
had a big ice cooler filled 
with big slot fish weighing 
from about 4 to 15 pounds 
and were thinking about 
heading to the marina to 
transform our catch into 
several gallon bags of tasty 
snow-white fillets. 

Our plan changed 
quickly; the rod on the 
port side bowed heavily 
and there was no need to 
crank on the reel to take 
up slack line. The big blue 
had already accomplished 
this. My goal was to get 
the action on video and as 
Tony muscled the rod out 

of the holder, I grabbed 
the video camera and had 
it rolling on the action. Big 
blues are known for mak-
ing long, strong runs and 
this one didn’t disappoint. 
We were lucky it didn’t 
tangle up with a couple of 
lines still in the water. 

As the fish began to 
tire, it was time for the 
net man to go to work. 
Because there were only 
two of us in the boat, the 
cameraman (me) had to 
do double duty with the 
net. I was able to get most 
of the fight on camera be-
fore setting the video cam-
era down and reaching for 
the net. With the big blue 
in the boat, I resumed 
filming duties for our TV 
show “A Sportsman’s Life.” 
The action should now 
be on YouTube as well as 
Carbon TV at www.car-

bontv.com. 
Tony says the blue cat-

fish bite is right on sched-
ule — the majority of fish 
he’s landing now are in the 
slot but as the water con-
tinues to cool more and 
more of the trophy class 
fish weighing from 25 to 
50 pounds will begin tak-
ing the bait. 

It’s a challenge for some 
of us to get out of the fall 
woods and go fishing but 
take it from me, a few 
hours on the water with 
someone like Pennebaker 
is likely to pay off in not 
only a box full of some of 
the best eating in freshwa-
ter but memories to last a 
lifetime as well. 

Contact guide Tony Pen-
nebaker at (903) 474-3078. 

Email Luke Clayton 
through his website www.
catfishradio.org. 

Tawakoni	guide	Tony	Pennebaker	with	a	big	blue	catfish	 landed	last	week.	The	trophy	
blue	catfish	season	is	under	way	but	now	is	prime	time	for	catching	lots	of	big	‘slot’	fish	
between	20	and	30	inches.	PHOTO BY LUKE CLAYTON

Texas Game Wardens provide archery season tips
Special	to	the	News-

Times

AUSTIN — Texas’ 2024 
archery-only hunting sea-
son for white-tailed deer, 
wild turkey and mule 
deer began Saturday and 
will run through Nov. 1. 
Before Texans start fill-
ing their freezers, Texas 
Game Wardens have 
some tips for hunters to 
keep in mind before they 
hit the woods, high plains 
or fields.

Safety is paramount
Hunters should always 

make safety a top priority 
for hunters, no matter the 
season.

While bows and cross-
bows are not firearms, 
they should still be treated 
like they are when an ar-
row is on the bow’s string, 
or a bolt is cocked on a 
crossbow. Always keep 
them pointed in a safe 
direction and remember 
while handling that ar-
row broadheads are very 
sharp.

“The number one in-
jury we see with archery 
hunters is people fall-
ing out of tree stands,” 
said Kurt Kelley, Wood 
County game warden. “I 
recommend anyone hunt-
ing off the ground wear a 
safety harness, use a safety 
line while climbing and 
maintain three points of 
contact.”

Licensing, hunter 
education and archery-
specific requirements
In addition to having 

a valid hunting license, 
hunters must have an ar-
chery endorsement to 
hunt during the archery-
only season. Hunters 17 
years or older must have 
completed their hunter 
education certification, 
unless they have elected 
to participate in the one-
time deferral or were born 
before Sept. 2, 1971. 

Hunters under 17 may 
hunt alone if they have 
completed their hunter 

education certification. 
If not, they and anyone 
using the deferral, must 
be accompanied by a li-
censed adult who is hunt-
er education certified or 
exempt.

Hunters must have 
proof of a valid hunting 
license and hunter educa-
tion while hunting.

Species identification 
and antler restrictions
If hunting in an area 

where mule deer and 
white-tail deer are pres-
ent, species identification 
and knowledge of regu-
lations for each is very 
important. Some Texas 
counties have antler re-
strictions while others 
don’t (13-inch spread or 
wider for white-tail deer; 
20-inch spread or wider 
for mule deer). 

Hunters may also har-
vest antlerless white-tail 
deer during the archery-
only season but may not 
harvest antlerless mule 
deer.

“Mule deer in some ar-
eas of the Panhandle of-
fer hunters a pretty high 
percentage of success due 
to lack of pressure,” said 
Ryan Hunter, Potter and 
Randall County game 
warden. “With them be-
ing fairly common to see, 
I encourage hunters to do 
their research ahead of 
time. Know the bag limits, 
restrictions and be able to 
distinguish between the 
two deer species open for 
hunting.”

Public land hunting
There are multiple types 

of public land available 
for archery hunters. The 
managing authority for 
each property sets spe-
cific requirements, so be 
aware of those before go-
ing hunting.

To hunt on property 
owned or leased by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, an Annual 
Public Hunting Permit 
is required in addition 
to standard licensing re-

quirements.
Those hunting on 

TPWD property are re-
quired to wear at least 400 
square inches of hunter 
orange material, includ-
ing orange headwear and 
at least 144 square inches 
appearing on both chest 
and back during daylight 
hours. Even if hunter or-
ange is not required to 
hunt other public prop-
erty, it can be beneficial 
to wear as other seasons 
can run concurrent with 
archery season and addi-
tional hunters can be in 
the woods.

Hunters should also be 
aware of other regulations 
surrounding baiting, 
hunting blinds, alcohol 
consumption and more.

Archery-only counties 
and county-specific 

ordinances
Hunters need to know 

which county they are 
hunting in and follow all 
state, local and federal 
regulations.

Texas has four archery-
only counties: Collin, Dal-
las, Grayson and Rock-
wall. These counties allow 
crossbows to be used dur-
ing the general white-
tailed deer season, Nov. 
2-Jan. 5, but hunters may 
only use a compound, re-
curve or longbow during 
the archery-only season.

Hunters should also 
keep in mind that county 
and city municipalities 
may set their own ordi-
nances such as no archery 
hunting within city limits 
or on property smaller 
than 10 acres.

“Regulations are up-
dated from time to time 
and can sometimes be 
complex, especially in 
counties with unique 
requirements,” said Da-
ron Blackerby, Grayson 
County game warden. “If 
there’s anything you’re 
unclear on after reviewing 
the regulations in the Tex-
as Outdoor Annual, call 
the game warden for the 

county you will be hunt-
ing in. We’re here to help.”
Preparation and equip-

ment maintenance
It’s a good idea to carry 

basic survival gear like a 
first-aid kit, tourniquet, 
GPS, compass, zip ties, 
rain gear and enough wa-
ter and food to get you 
through a day or two in 
case you get lost.

Know your equip-
ment and practice with 
it regularly. Wardens rec-
ommend keeping bows 
in good working order 
and wearing proper safe-
ty equipment like arm 
guards.

“Don’t buy a new bow 
at the beginning of Sep-
tember and then hunt 
with it opening morning,” 
said Randy Stovall, Na-
cogdoches County game 
warden. “Practicing with 
it regularly will not only 
improve accuracy but 
can also help prevent ac-
cidents.”

Ethical hunting prac-
tices

Ethical hunting should 
be the goal of every hunt-
er. This includes knowing 
the target and the area 
around it, avoiding rushed 
shots or shots outside ef-
fective range, knowing 
equipment and ensuring 
quick, humane kills. Wait-
ing at least 30 minutes be-
fore tracking a deer is also 
recommended.

“While we know hunt-
ers always try to do their 
best, sometimes things 
happen and a shot doesn’t 
turn out as intended,” 
said Zack Fisher, Chil-
dress and Hall County 
game warden. “In those 
cases, it’s a good idea to 
have contact informa-
tion for someone with a 
blood tracking dog. That 
way, if a deer runs far and 
you need help tracking it, 
you are prepared and will 
stand a greater chance of 
recovering the animal.”

Weather and terrain 
challenges

Texas weather is often 
unpredictable, especially 
during archery season. 
Some parts of the state 
may still be hot while 
others could experience 
unexpected cold snaps. 
Temperature swings can 
happen quickly, so don’t 
be caught unaware and 
without proper gear. 
Warmer temperatures 
can also be a concern 
post-harvest. Have a 
processing plan in place 
ahead of time to prevent 
meat spoilage.

Additionally, if partici-
pating in a spot-and-stalk 
style hunt, do your re-
search ahead of time and 
familiarize yourself with 
the terrain and challenges 
that may arise.

Retrieving an animal
It is not uncommon 

for deer shot with a bow 
to travel immediately 
after being shot, which 
can mean leaving the 
property you have per-
mission to hunt. Going 
onto someone else’s prop-
erty without permission 
from the landowner is 
trespassing, even if it is 
to retrieve your deer. If 
the deer crosses multiple 
properties, permission is 
needed from each land-
owner before entering the 
property.

“It’s a misconception 
that game wardens can 
go onto private prop-
erty to retrieve a deer 
for you,” said Ryan Mc-
Ginley, Comal County 
game warden. “I suggest 
hunters mark the fence or 
property line where the 
deer crossed and then use 
one of the outdoor apps 
that provide property 
owner information or 
go knock on the door of 
a house if you see one to 
ask for permission. Get-
ting to know neighboring 
landowners preseason is 
also helpful.”

Harvest reporting, 
check stations and car-

cass disposal

In certain counties, 
white-tail deer must be 
tagged and reported 
within 24 hours of harvest 
via the Texas Hunt & Fish 
app or online. For digital 
license holders, execution 
of a digital tag serves as 
completion of mandatory 
harvest reporting in ap-
plicable counties.

Hunters who har-
vest white-tail or mule 
deer within designated 
Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD) areas must 
comply with mandatory 
testing requirements at a 
TPWD designated check 
station within 48 hours 
of harvest. Hunters that 
are within the voluntary 
testing areas are strongly 
encouraged to have their 
harvest tested so biolo-
gists can monitor the po-
tential presence or spread 
of CWD. 

Statewide carcass dis-
posal requirements must 
also be followed to help 
reduce the risk of unin-
tentional transmission of 
CWD.

Get outside
All in all, archery hunt-

ing is a unique challenge 
that the whole family 
can participate in while 
spending time outdoors, 
something game wardens 
also enjoy.

“I hope hunters know 
that as game wardens, 
we aren’t out to get them 
and are here to help,” said 
Kelley. “If you blatantly 
do something wrong on 
purpose, we will address 
that, but if you’re trying 
to do the right thing, we 
want to help educate you 
and help you enjoy the 
outdoors just like we do.”

Many of the tips above 
focus on regulations and 
the issues wardens com-
monly come across in the 
field. All hunting regula-
tions for this year’s hunt-
ing season can be found 
in the Texas Outdoor 
Annual mobile app or 
at OutdoorAnnual.com.
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2024 San Jacinto County Fair and Rodeo champs

Grand	Champion	Steer	was	shown	by	Eli	Herrod	of	San	Ja-
cinto	County	4-H.		PHOTOS BY TONY FARKAS

Grand	 Champion	 Heifer	was	 shown	 by	 Layla	 Howton	 of	
San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Junior	Swine	was	shown	by	Maycie	Tay-
lor	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Senior	Swine	was	shown	by	Hunter	Oeh-
rlein	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Junior	Lamb	was	shown	by	Maycie	Taylor	
of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	 Champion	 Senior	 Lamb	 was	 shown	 by	 Adalyn	
Hughes	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Junior	Goat	was	shown	by	Jerry	Bailey	of	
San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Senior	Goat	was	shown	by	Mallory	Smith	
of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Chickens	was	 shown	by	 Lance	Goad	of	
San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Grand	Champion	Rabbits	was	shown	by	Jared	Reed	of	San	
Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	Champion	Steer	was	shown	by	Collin	Coogler	of	
San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	Champion	Heifer	was	shown	by	Karter	Hughes	of	
San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	Champion	Junior	Swine	was	shown	by	Makenna	
Lilley	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	Champion	Senior	Swine	was	shown	by	Abby	Migl	
of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H. PHOTO BY NICOLE HOUSE PHOTO

Reserve	 Champion	 Junior	 Lamb	was	 shown	 by	 Brittlynn	
Rhoden	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	 Champion	 Senior	 Lamb	 was	 shown	 by	 Mallory	
Smith	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	Champion	Junior	Goat	was	shown	by	Steeley	Ro-
bison	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.

Reserve	 Champion	 Senior	 Goat	 was	 shown	 by	 Adalyn	
Hughes	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H
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Poultry Show
Grand Champion — Lance 

Goad
Reserve Champion — Ethan 

Hamilton 
3. Ramsey Rhodes 
4. Wyatt Runyon, SJC 4-H
5. Caitlin Loll, SJC 4-H
6. Dillon Somers, Shepherd 

FFA
7. Aubrey LaGarce, SJC 4-H
8. David Somers, Shepherd FFA
9. Cason Fisher, SJC 4-H
10. Piper Lewis, SJC 4-H
11. Kylah West, SJC 4-H
12. Levi Richards, SJC 4-H

Rabbit Show 
Grand Champion — Jared Reed
Reserve Champion — Alexan-

der Reed
3. Gene Darling IV
4. Amiya Gaia, SJC 4-H
5. Westin Cooper, SJC 4-H
6. Bexley Roach, SJC 4-H
7. Kobi Sweeten, SJC 4-H
8. Kasen Butts, SJC 4-H
9. Gage A. Payne, SJC 4-H
10. Diesel Rae Berger, SJC 4-H
11. Skyler Wick, SJC 4-H
12. Joy Allen, SJC 4-H
13. Ashton Allen, SJC 4-H
14. Kenzie Roach, SJC 4-H
15. Kasin Johnson, SJC 4-H
16. Colton Allen, SJC 4-H
17. Grace Allen, SJC 4-H
18. Jaelynn Lee, SJC 4-H
19. Antwon Stanley, SJC 4-H
20. Micah Gaia, SJC 4-H
21. Callister Guinn, SJC 4-H
22. Abigail Lee, SJC 4-H
23. Mason Hammond, SJC 4-H

Showmanship
Senior Market Rabbit

Grand Champion — Ashton 
Lee

Intermediate Market Rabbit
Grand Champion — Alexander 

Reed
Reserve Champion — Grace 

Allen
Junior Market Rabbit

Grand Champion — Colton Al-
len

Reserve Champion — Kasen 
Butts

Lamb Show 
Senior Market Lambs

Grand Champion — Adalyn 
Hughes   

Reserve Champion — Mallory 
Smith 

3. Brecken Rhoden 
4. Riley Ellis, SJC 4-H
5. Brinlee May, SJC 4-H
6. Paisley Coogler, SJC 4-H
7. Jordan Cutaia, Shepherd FFA
8. Marlee Thornton, Coldspring 

FFA
9. Faith May, Shepherd FFA
10. Brooke Franks, Coldspring 

FFA
11. Jeremy Cutaia, Shepherd 

FFA
12. Olivia Morales, Shepherd 

FFA
13. Levi Herrod, SJC 4-H
14. Kensley Nye, SJC 4-H
15. Leah Phillips, Shepherd FFA
16. Krissie Bennett, Coldspring 

FFA
17. Yeshua Cruz, SJC 4-H
18. Emily Parker, Shepherd FFA
19. Karissa Tibbetts, SJC 4-H
20. Lacey Ramirez, Shepherd 

FFA
21. Jeremiah Cruz, SJC 4-H
22. Baylee Cross, SJC 4-H
23. Mercy Cruz, SJC 4-H

Junior Market Lambs
Grand Champion — Maycie 

Taylor 
Reserve Champion-Brittlyn 

Rhoden
3. Nolan Beverly
4. Sutton Hurst, SJC 4-H
5. Corbyn Coogler, SJC 4-H
6. Knox Shrader, SJC 4-H
7. Travis Swiech, SJC 4-H
8. Addison Swiech, SJC 4-H
9. Stetson W Spann, SJC 4-H
10. Parker Fulcher, SJC 4-H

Showmanship
Senior Market Lambs

Grand Champion — Mallory 
Smith 

Reserve Champion — Olivia 
Meadows 

Intermediate Market Lambs
Grand Champion — Adalyn 

Hughes 
Reserve Champion — Riley El-

lis 
Junior Market Lambs

Grand Champion — Maycie 
Taylor 

Reserve Champion — Brittlyn 
Rhoden 

Goat Show 
Senior Market Goat

Grand Champion — Mallory 
Smith

Reserve Champion — Adalyn 
Hughes 

3. Karli Olvera
4. Brinleigh Jones, SJC 4-H
5. Cayleb Plaisance, Coldspring 

FFA
6. Brylynne Samuelson, Shep-

herd FFA
7. Levi E Essery, Coldspring 

FFA
8. Jackson Chambliss, SJC 4-H
9. Vega Essery, Coldspring FFA
10. Logan Chambliss, SJC 4-H

Junior Market Goat
Grand Champion — Jerry Bai-

ley
Reserve Champion — Steeley 

Robison
3. Gracelynn Bailey, SJC 4-H
4. Finley Lowe, SJC 4-H
5. Lane Jones, SJC 4-H
6. Morgan Smith, SJC 4-H
7. Cameron Linscomb, SJC 4-H

Showmanship
Senior Market Goat

Grand Champion — Mallory 
Smith

Reserve Champion — Brylynne 
Samuelson

Intermediate Market Goat
Grand Champion — Adalyn 

Hughes 
Reserve Champion — Vega Es-

sery
Junior Market Goat

Grand Champion — Jerry Bai-
ley

Reserve Champion — Finley 
Lowe

Swine Show
Senior Market Swine

Grand Champion — Hunter 
Oehrlein

Reserve Champion — Abby 
Migl 

3. Brandon Oehrlein
4. Gunnar Migl, SJC 4-H
5. Brailey Page, Shepherd FFA
6. Walter Peachee, Coldspring 

FFA
7. Teagan Schubert, SJC 4-H
8. Mikaylah Jones, SJC 4-H
9. Eli Currie, Coldspring FFA
10. Callie Dean, Shepherd FFA
11. Madison Smith, Coldspring 

FFA
12. Cassidy Loll, SJC 4-H
13. Jossilyn Manuel, Coldspring 

FFA
14. James Clark, Coldspring 

FFA
15. Hoyt Burnett, SJC 4-H
16. Isabella Murphy, Shepherd 

FFA
17. Annie Harrell, Coldspring 

FFA
18. Taighlyn Schubert, SJC 4-H
19. Cody Park, Coldspring FFA
20. Lillian Cruz, SJC 4-H
21. Zander Taylor, Coldspring 

FFA
22. Olivia Meadows, SJC 4-H
23. Kutter Currie, Coldspring 

FFA
24. Paisley Steele, Coldspring 

FFA
25. Maverick Robertson, SJC 

4-H
26. Dalli Fisher, SJC 4-H
27. David McCann Jr, SJC 4-H

28. Ava Steele, Coldspring FFA
29. Rylee Nickle, SJC 4-H
30. Emery Kelso, SJC 4-H
31. Brooklyn Mitcheltree, Cold-

spring FFA
32. Ethan Manuel, Coldspring 

FFA
33. Paisley Armstrong, Shep-

herd FFA
34. Christine Loll, SJC 4-H
35. Avery Nickle, SJC 4-H
36. Kaedence Rice, Shepherd 

FFA
37. Leah Chambers, SJC 4-H

Junior Market Swine
Grand Champion — Maycie 

Taylor 
Reserve Champion — McK-

enna Lilley 
3. Carter Robertson
4. Whitley Nickle, SJC 4-H
5. Lena Cruz, SJC 4-H
6. Memphis Moore, SJC 4-H
7. Jace Richards, SJC 4-H
8. Aiden Wilson, SJC 4-H
9. Mckinley Moore, SJC 4-H
10. Madison Johnston, SJC 4-H
11. Porter Allbright, SJC 4-H

Showmanship
Senior Market Swine

Grand Champion — Austen 
Oehrlein 

Reserve Champion — Branden 
Oehrlein 

Intermediate Market Swine
Grand Champion — Hunter 

Oehrlein 
Reserve Champion — Kutter 

Currie
Junior Market Swine

Grand Champion — Maycie 
Taylor 

Reserve Champion — Carter 
Robertson

Cattle Show 
Replacement Heifers

Grand Champion — Layla 
Howton

Reserve Champion — Karter 
Hughes 

3. Colt Coogler
Showmanship
Seniors
Grand Champion — Brad Mc-

Bride
Reserve Champion — Lanee 

Swiech 
Intermediate

Grand Champion — Karter 
Hughes 

Reserve Champion — Cooper 
Moss

Market Steer
Grand Champion — Eli Herrod
Reserve Champion — Collin 

Coogler 
3. Kimber Calhoun

4. Jaylen Coogler, SJC 4-H
5. Wade Currie, Coldspring 

FFA
6. Cooper Moss, SJC 4-H
7. Kaycee Cooper, SJC 4-H
8. Kinsley Rhodes, SJC 4-H
9. Averey Moss, SJC 4-H
10. Hayley Baker, Coldspring 

FFA
Showmanship

Seniors
Grand Champion — Averey 

Moss
Reserve Champion — Wade 

Currie
Intermediate

Grand Champion — Kinsley 
Rhodes 

Reserve Champion — Kimber 
Calhoun

Breeding Heifers
Grand Champion — Layla 

Howton 
Reserve Champion — Karter 

Hughes
3. Rodney Rhodes 
4. Rodney Rhodes, SJC 4-H
5. Dawson Arnold, Shepherd 

FFA
6. Brade Mcbride, Coldspring 

FFA
7. Rylei Brewer, Shepherd FFA
8. Logan Edwards, Coldspring 

FFA
9. Emarie Herrod, SJC 4-H
10. Lanee Swiech, SJC 4-H
11. Cyleigh Hues, SJC 4-H
12. Krysten Neal, SJC 4-H
13. Carter Beverly, SJC 4-H
14. Hayden Richards, Cold-

spring FFA
15. Cutter Hues, Shepherd FFA
16. Rigby Bailes, Coldspring 

FFA
17. Mayci Moore, SJC 4-H
18. Abbey Anderson, Shepherd 

FFA
19. Cody Calhoun Jr., SJC 4-H
20. David Neal, SJC 4-H
21. Peyton Campbell, SJC 4-H
22. Bryson Goodman, Shep-

herd FFA
Breed Champions

American — Kinsley Rhodes 
British — Kimber Calhoun 
AOB — Layla Howton

Showmanship
Seniors

Grand Champion — Layla 
Howton

Reserve Champion — Rigby 
Bailes 

Intermediate
Grand Champion — Kinsley 

Rhodes
Reserve Champion — CJ Cal-

houn

2024 San Jacinto County Fair Results

Grand	Champion	Floral	-	Lasso	Wreath,	Trinity	Henry	Coldspring	FFAGrand	Champion	Fine	Arts	—	Bucking	Bull	Painting,	Sadie	Ingebrigtsen	Coldspring	Art.

Grand	Champion	Food	—	Blueberry	Lemon	Cake,	Rylee	Nickle	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.Grand	Champion	Handicraft	—	Tooled	Leather	Purse,	Bryson	Goodman	Shepherd	FFA.

Reserve	Champion	Chickens	was	shown	by	Ethan	Hamilton	Coldspring	FFA.		PHOTOS BY 
TONY FARKAS

Reserve	Champion	Rabbits	was	shown	by	Alexander	Reed	of	San	Jacinto	County	4-H.
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STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

raw apple, peeled raw potato, peeled raw onion, peeled grater 3 bowls

Can you taste the difference between an 
apple, a potato and an onion? Believe it or 
not, it is difficult to taste the difference between 
a potato and an onion if you can’t smell it. Don’t believe 
me? Try my experiment!

Grate the apple, potato 
and onion separately. 
Wash the grater before 
grating each of the 
foods. Put each grated 
food in a separate 
bowl.

Find your way through this 
spud-�lled maze!

1. 2. 3. 4.

Only the nose 
knows for 

sure!

Blindfold a friend or 
partner. Have your 
partner hold their 
nose tightly.

Place a small amount (about 
¼ teaspoon) of one of the foods 
on your friend’s tongue. Tell 
your friend not to chew the 
food, but to roll it around their 
mouth. Ask your friend to guess 
which food is in their mouth.

Repeat with each of the 
foods. Be sure to have your 
friend rinse their mouth 
between tastings. Do three 
taste tests with each food 
item. Use the chart to keep 
track of the taste tests.

       he “Keystone State” could also 
         be called the Potato Chip 
State, since it’s known as the Chip 
Capital of the World! Dozens of 
snack food companies got their 
start in this state. Use the code to 
find out the name of this state.

A
E
I
L
M

=
=
=
=
=

N
P
S
V
Y

=
=
=
=
=

Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate information.

Look through today’s 
newspaper to find:
5 words that 
describe a taste
5 snack foods
5 fruits or vegetables

Find 5

STOP!

GO!

WHAT WAS 
TASTED

WHAT TASTER 
THOUGHT IT WAS

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 45

Ode to a Spud
Write a poem about a 
potato or your favorite 
way to eat one. Be sure 
to include descriptions 
using the five senses.

The noun spud is a 
nickname for a potato.

SPUD

Try to use the word spud 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Mashed or baked are popular 
ways to eat a spud.

This week’s word:

Find examples of one-syllable, two-syllable, 
three-syllable and four-syllable words. Find 
the words themselves, or cut out the letters to 
spell the words. Paste words with the same 
number of syllables into groups on a chart.
Standards Link: Recognize syllables in words.

One Potato, Two Potato . . .

ANSWER: When the burger alarm rings.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

S

P

Z

V

C

H

E

W

Z

S

T

A

S

T

E

S

T

S

J

M

Y

J

A

B

W

I

C

E

C

E

P

M

A

O

J

U

L

B

P

L

K

E

C

W

H

G

L

I

O

L

Z

H

O

L

E

V

H

Q

T

B

A

R

V

T

S

C

B

E

A

R

L

X

A

F

O

O

D

Y

T

D

U

T

W

L

N

O

N

I

O

N

APPLE
BOWL
CHART
CHEW
CHIP
CODE
FOOD
NOSE
ONION
POTATO
SMELL
STATE
TASTE
TESTS
WORLD

Look closely! Can you find the two identical boxes of fries?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

French Fry Fun

The �rst potato chips were a 

rare and ___________ 

treat, served only at special 

______________. 

That was because it took a 

long time to _______ 

potatoes by hand.

Then in 1920, with the 

_____________ of the 

mechanical potato peeler, 

potato chips jumped from a 

special restaurant treat to a 

top-selling __________ 

food.

Today, Americans 

__________ more 

potato chips than any other 

people in the world. We eat 

about 1.85 billion pounds 

each _______. That’s an 

average of about 6.6 pounds 

per person!

Replace the missing words.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:
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Strength training

My mom knew me well. So well, in fact, 
that as I left for college she outfitted me not 
only in the latest fashions for my body but 
she also armed me for life by the gift of a ce-
ramic “book, a slightly worn piece that had 
resided on the kitchen window sill as long 
as I had memory. She knew me well. The 
“Serenity Prayer, in faded gilt script has re-
sided with me ever since, on dorm dressers, 
in apartment alcoves and finally, on my own 
kitchen windowsills.

The “Serenity Prayer, known to millions, 
was written by Reinhold Niebuhr, in the 
early 1940s. In original form it reads, “God, 
give us the grace to accept with serenity the 
things that cannot be changed, courage to 
change the things which should be changed, 
and the wisdom to distinguish the one from 
the other. It speaks to important, even life-
saving, skills everyone who lives life success-
fully must develop. My mom had already 
seen to it that I had the models for courage, 
for wisdom, acceptance and serenity that I 
needed to learn those skills. The prayer, giv-
en to her by her mom, was to serve me as a 
reminder to use these skills.

How do children  develop  the  strengths  
they  will need to  become

successful, happy, contributing adults? 
Where do the models for learning cour-
age, serenity, wisdom and acceptance come 
from? Parents, obviously, are an important 
source. Children who live with kindness 
become kind, children who live with ac-
ceptance learn to love and children who live 
with anger become bitter. Beyond parents are 
aunts, uncles, grandparents and teachers, all 
who serve as examples for children to copy. 
Uncles who always have time for nieces and 
nephews teach them most of all the impor-
tance of having a caring special person who 
thinks they are important. There are others, 
those important members of our “extended 
families, the friends so close our children 
call them “aunt,, or “uncle,, and daily inter-
act in our lives and from whom our children 
take their cues about the kinds of adults they 
will become. Our children watch and copy ... 
and they copy everything, good or bad.

Adults are the mirrors for what children 
will alter become; good examples are criti-
cal. By watching grown-ups cope success-
fully with joblessness, sorrow, hard times, 
death, disaster, children learn that adverse 
circumstances can be overcome, changed 
or accepted. By observing adults who look 
beyond imperfection of body to the inside 
perfection of spirit, who love the unlovable 
and forgive the unforgivable, children learn 
to do the same. Young people copy the way 
adults react to difficult situations ... by blam-
ing or by problem solving. When their own 
tough times come, they remember and reach 
for the strengths that were planted in years 
past by the strong adults about them. They 
cannot use what we have not given them.

It Still 
Matters

By Darby Kethan
darbykethan@gmail.com

USDA launces assistance network 
for distressed farmers, ranchers

Special	to	the	News-Times

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. — The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is announcing 
the launch of the Distressed Borrowers As-
sistance Network, an initiative designed to 
provide personalized support to financially 
distressed farmers and ranchers across the 
nation. 

Through a series of Cooperative Agree-
ments, this national network will connect 
distressed borrowers with individualized 
assistance to help them stabilize and re-
gain financial footing. USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency made this announcement Sept. 
21 at the Farm Aid Festival in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. 

“Having someone with experiences in 
ag finance help producers work through fi-
nancial difficulties can be the difference be-
tween them losing the farm or prospering,” 
said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. 
“The Distressed Borrowers Assistance Net-
work underscores our dedication to farmers 
and ranchers receiving the tailored support 
they need. These partnerships also illustrate 
that USDA acknowledges the importance 
of these advocates and sees them as part of 
the solution to ensure program access for 
all farmers, ranchers, and producers.” 

Network partners include Farm Aid, Ru-
ral Advancement Foundation Internation-
al, the University of Arkansas, the Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers Pol-
icy Center at Alcorn State University, and 
the University of Minnesota. 

Through this initiative, the FSA is col-
laborating with community-based organi-
zations to better serve financially distressed 
producers. Network partners will provide 
farm loan policy training to the communi-
ty-based organizations so the organizations 
can work alongside FSA to help producers 
understand financing available through 
FSA, ensuring that when they visit an FSA 
office, the partner organization representa-
tive and FSA staff can better assist.  

FSA, in collaboration with farm sup-
port organizations and land-grant institu-
tions, will facilitate this network, which 
will provide the technical resources and 
guidance of USDA partners to experts from 
distressed and underserved communities. 
The network’s approach includes integrat-
ing knowledgeable service providers to de-
liver one-on-one support to borrowers so 
they can best make plans and understand 
options to overcome their financial chal-
lenges. 

The Distressed Borrowers Assistance 
Network will address the immediate needs 
of distressed borrowers and provide com-
prehensive, wraparound services aimed at 

addressing the unique challenges faced by 
financially distressed producers. 

Once stabilized financially, these borrow-
ers will be better positioned to access new 
opportunities and continue contributing 
to the agricultural economy. These invest-
ments will also build a system of service 
providers that can better support agricul-
tural communities for years to come.  In-
vesting in a network of agricultural financ-
ing service providers to help bridge access 
to FSA loans is a benefit for rural and agri-
cultural communities.  

Additional programs 
FSA recently announced significant 

changes to Farm Loan Programs through 
the Enhancing Program Access and De-
livery for Farm Loans rule. These policy 
changes, which took effect Sept. 25, are de-
signed to expand opportunities for borrow-
ers to increase profitability and be better 
prepared to make strategic investments in 
enhancing or expanding their agricultural 
operations.     

FSA also has a significant initiative un-
derway to streamline and automate the 
Farm Loan Program customer-facing busi-
ness process. For the over 26,000 producers 
who submit a direct loan application annu-
ally, FSA has made several meaningful im-
provements including:    

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides
customers with an interactive online, step-
by-step guide to identifying the direct loan 
products that may fit their business needs 
and to understanding the application pro-
cess.  

• The Online Loan Application, an inter-
active, guided application that is paperless 
and provides helpful features including an 
electronic signature option, the ability to at-
tach supporting documents such as tax re-
turns, complete a balance sheet, and build a 
farm operating plan.   

• An online direct loan repayment fea-
ture that relieves borrowers from the neces-
sity of calling, mailing, or visiting a local 
USDA Service Center to pay a loan install-
ment.   

• A simplified direct loan paper applica-
tion, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.  

• A new educational hub with farm loan
resources and videos.   

USDA encourages producers to reach out 
to their local FSA farm loan staff to ensure 
they fully understand the wide range of 
loan making and servicing options avail-
able to assist with starting, expanding, or 
maintaining their agricultural operation. 
To conduct business with FSA, producers 
should contact their local USDA Service 
Center.   

For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov.

Amazing stories start in shelters and 
rescues. Adopt today to start yours. KEYBOARD CAT 8M+ YouTube Views

SHELTER PET & GLOBALLY 
RECOGNIZED PIANIST
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Legal/Public Notices

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
CITATION BY PUBLICA-
TION CAUSE NO. P2024-
87 THE ESTATE OF PAUL 
OLIN LAVAN, SR. TO ALL 
UNKNOWN OR MISSING 
HEIRS OF THE ESTATE 
OF PAUL OLIN LAVAN, 
SR. , DECEASED SCHER-
INDA LAVAN , filed in the 
San Jacinto County Court 
of San Jacinto County , 
Texas, August 13, 2024 an 
APPLICATION TO DE-
TERMINE HEIRSHIP , 
requesting that the Court 
determine who are the 
heirs and only heirs of 
PAUL OLIN LAVAN, SR. , 
Deceased, and their respec-
tive shares and interests 
in said estate . The Court 

may act on said Applica-
tion and any opposition at 
any call of the docket on or 
after 10 o’clock A.M. on the 
first Monday next after the 
expiration of ten days from 
date of publication of this 
citation, at the San Jacinto 
County Courthouse locat-
ed at 1 State Highway 150, 
Coldspring, Texas 77331 in 
San Jacinto County, Tex-
as . All UNKNOWN OR 
MISSING HEIRS of this 
estate are hereby cited to 
appear before said Honor-
able Court by filing a writ-
ten contest or answer  to 
said Application before the 
above stated time and date 
should you desire to do so . 
To ensure its consideration, 

you or your attorney must 
file any contest, objection, 
intervention, or response 
in writing with the County 
Clerk of San Jacinto Coun-
ty, Texas, on or before the 
above noted date and time 
. Given under my hand and 
the seal of said Court at of-
fice in Coldspring,  Texas, 
on September 23, 2024 
. Dawn Wright, County 
Clerk San Jacinto County 
1 State Highway 150 Room 
2 Coldspring, Texas 77331 
By:   Jessica Swords, Deputy 
/S/ Applicant’s Attorney 
Richard S. Browne 307 N. 
San Jacinto Conroe, Texas 
77301 (P) 936-756-1813 
Email: rsbrowneatty@veri-
zon.net

Estate of Paul Olin Lavan, Sr.

Revision of subdivision plat in Waterwood
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REVISE 
SUBDIVISION PLAT The Commission-
ers Court of San Jacinto County, Texas has 
received an application to consider a Plat 
Revision in Block 1, Waterwood Lakeview 
Estates, a subdivision in San Jacinto Coun-
ty, Texas, by combining Lots 77 & 78; and 

said Lots are renamed as Lot 77A. A public 
hearing to consider the application and to 
hear protests to the revision will be held at 
the Commissioners Court, Commissioners 
Courtroom, Coldspring, Texas on the 30th 
day of October, 2024, at approximately 9:00 
a.m.

TABC filed for Diamond 2024 Investments
LEGAL NOTICE Notice is hereby 
given in accordance with the terms of 
the provisions of the Texas Alcohol-
ic Beverage Code THAT   Diamond 
2024 Investments Inc d/b/a In & Out 
Food Store HAS FILED APPLICA-

TION FOR A : Wine Only Package 
Store Permit SAID BUSINESS TO BE 
CONDUCTED AT : 15000 Hwy 150W, 
Coldspring, San Jacinto County, TX 
77331 OWNER : Sahid Maredia, Presi-
dent/Secretary
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DOWN

  1  TXism: “jumpy as
      _  ___ on ice”
  5  an Astro evading a
      tag at second base
  6  in Fort Worth: “____
      Carter Museum of
      American Art”
  7  late TX Swayze film:
      “____ of Kin” (1989)
  8  in Amarillo: “___-
      _____  ____ &
      Rodeo”
17  TX George W. to
      TX George H.W.
18  sunglasses that go
      to the sides too 
21  TX Willie Nelson’s
      “__ the Road Again”
22  praise in public
23  TXism: “wouldn’t cut
      warm ______” (dull)
24  a Christmas game
      uses _  _____ 
      Wrap ball
29  TX Dennis Quaid
      2023 film: “On a
      ____ and a Prayer”
30  TX Christopher Rich
      sitcom (2001-07)
31  dir. from Seymour
      to Dublin, TX
32  singing under the
      window of a girl 
34  Drake of 1953 film 
      “Down Laredo Way”
35  org. for one country
      music award show
36  TXism: “_____  __
      _ whipped pup”
37  Dak knows how to
      ____ a football
38  TXism: “_  ___ to”
      (intend)

  1  TXism: “numerous
      __  ____  __  _
      ____ worm”
  2  Milam County seat
  3  TXism: “active as
      _  ___  __ a hen
      house”
  4  camping shelters
  9  Texas tone
10  TXism: “snug as a
      bug in _  ___”
11  small amount
12  “The Pelvis” init.

39  symptoms of people
      with the flu (2 wds.)
41  TXism: “he’s new to 
      these _____”
42  TXism: “worn __  _
      frazzle” (tired)
43  TX Sam Rayburn was
      in Congress 48 _____
44  country singer, Hill
45  TXism: “blister ___”
      (handle)
46  drink slowly

47  Buna and
      Linden, e.g.
48  TXism: “that
      ___  ____ float”
      (disagree)
50  Duncanville MLB
      pitcher, David
51  TXism: “___ enjoyed
      all this I can stand”
52  Shrimp catcher
53  negative vote

13  in El Paso County
      on I-10
14  Caribbean island
15  tiny bit
16  TXism: “he’s lower
      than a snake’s belly
      in a wheel ___”
19  Texas “Monkee,”
      Michael
20  TX Roy Orbison’s
      “In _____” (1963)
22  first Texas Lottery
      Commission 
      director, Nora
24  TX Strait’s “Gone
      __ a Girl Can Get”
25  TXism: “it ain’t ___
      in cement”
26  Greek given name

27  TV controller
28  TXism: “she could
      talk the legs off
      __  ____ stove”
29  “_____-washy”
30  TX Perot who twice
      ran for president
33  New Orleans
      Saints, “Who ___?”
34  movie chewies

35  transports for 
      amateur golfers
37  historic Port Aran-
      sas hotel (2 wds.)
38  song written by TX
      Rodney Crowell:
      “_  ____ Living
      Long Like This”
40  TX “Bum” Phillips
      real first name
41  least valuable 
      chess piece
44  Tex-Mex, e.g.
47  Baylor basketballer
      “______” Carter
49  TXism: “____  _
      holler” (call me)
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Texas Crossword is brought to you by your State Farm agent. 

255 FM 350, Livingston, TX 77351    •   936-327-4141    •   Christopher Scott, Agent

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there. 

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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WE BUY OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Estate of Josue Johnathan Caceres Rivera
THE STATE OF TEXAS CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION CAUSE NO. P2024-104 
THE ESTATE OF JOSUE JOHNATHAN 
CACERES RIVERA TO ALL UNKNOWN 
OR MISSING HEIRS OF THE ESTATE 
OF JOSUE JOHNATHAN CACERES 
RIVERA , DECEASED ANA BESSY RI-
VERA BETANCE, filed in the San Jacin-
to County Court of San Jacinto County, 
Texas, September 20, 2024 an APPLICA-
TION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP AND 
FOR LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATION, AND IN THE ALTER-
NATIVE, LETTERS OF DEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION, requesting that the 
Court determine who are the heirs and 
only heirs of JOSUE JOHNATHAN CA-
CERES RIVERA, Deceased, and their re-
spective shares and interests in said estate. 
The Court may act on said Application and 
any opposition at any call of the docket on 
or after 10 o’clock A.M. on the first Mon-
day next after the expiration of ten days 
from date of publication of this citation, 

at the San Jacinto County Courthouse lo-
cated at 1 State Highway 150, Coldspring, 
Texas 77331 in San Jacinto County, Texas. 
All UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS 
of this estate are hereby cited to appear 
before said Honorable Court by filing a 
written contest or answer  to said Applica-
tion before the above stated time and date 
should you desire to do so. To ensure its 
consideration, you or your attorney must 
file any contest, objection, intervention, or 
response in writing with the County Clerk 
of San Jacinto County, Texas, on or before 
the above noted date and time. Given un-
der my hand and the seal of said Court at 
office in Coldspring,  Texas, on September 
23, 2024. Dawn Wright, County Clerk San 
Jacinto County 1 State Highway 150 Room 
2 Coldspring, Texas 77331 By:  Jessica 
Swords, Deputy /S/ Applicant’s Attorney 
Sarah Bassler 306 West Sunset Road, Suite 
119 San Antonio, Texas 78209 (P) 210-
826-8885 (F) 210-826-2236 Email: sarah@
basslerlaw.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Sept. 29-Oct. 5, 2024

AUCTION
Lone Star Mulching Online Dispersal Auction — 
Oct 7th-Oct 11th. Excavators, work trucks, tractors, 
and more. Previews & pickup in Hallsville, TX. More 
info & bidding at capauctions.com.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS
Guadalupe County Fair & Rodeo, Oct. 4-13, Seguin 
Events Center. Carnival, parade, mutton bustin, bull 
riding, petting zoo, vendors, and more. BBQ cook off 
Oct. 4-5, PRCA Rodeo Oct. 10-12. Buy tickets online 
at gcfair.org.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL
Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you 
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about 
changes to your current coverage — real answers 
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent. 
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

Broken Arrow Pest Control, llc

936-646-3600Since 1976

Pests | Termites | Lawn

DING   DONG
THE ROACH IS DEAD

Are you  
looking for 

Air Guitar 
Lessons?

That’s kind of odd but  
maybe next week someone 

will advertise for it here!

936.628.6851
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CLASSIFIEDS We’ve Got You Covered in 4 Counties!   
San Jacinto | Trinity| Tyler | Polk 

Employment/Medical

Auctions & Sales

TYLER COUNTY HOSPITAL
OPEN POSITIONS

Equal Opportunity Employer. To inquire about positions at the hospital,
check the employment section of our website at: www.tchospital.us 

Human Resources Department: (409) 283-6590 • 1100 West Bluff • Woodville

LVN-Med Surg. Nights-FT

Clinic Medical Assistant/LVN-FT

Administrative Assistant School-FT

Admissions Clerk-PRN

Dietary Cook-FT

Pharmacy Technician, CPHT-FT

EmploymentWork WantedWork Wanted

easttexasnews.com
circulation@easttexasnews.com

Name _________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City ______________________________State ____________ Zip _______________
Telephone Number ______________________________ ____
Email Address____________________________________________

Send in this form today along with your check or money order!

YOU CAN ALSO PAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE  |  ALL CARDS ACCEPTED

In County
$45

Out of County
$55

Out of State
$65

PO Box 1689
Shepherd, Tx 77371

936-628-6851

1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION

E-Edition   $35

SAN JACINTO
NEWS-TIMES

Policy
PLEASE CHECK your ad the 

first day it appears. We will 
correct any error as quickly as 
possible. However, we cannot 
be responsible for errors beyond 
the first day of publication day.

Any error on a bordered ad 
must be brought to the attention 
of the classified department 
immediately. A correction will 
run in the following issue.

It is the intent and goal of 
this newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place an 
advertisement in the newspaper 
comply with Fair Housing laws. 
Any advertisement, which is 
perceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws, will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending statement.

TO PLACE your classified ad 
in the Polk County Enterprise or 
the San Jacinto News-Times call 
(936) 327-4357 ext. 1002.

Announcements
ATTENTION GOODRICH par-
ents! Text (936)223-4477 if you 
would like your child to receive a 
FREE Halloween costume. 
(38-2t-cc-PCE)

POLK COUNTY SPCA urges ev-
eryone to do their part to con-
trol the pet population in Polk 
County. Have your pets spayed 
and neutered to avoid dealing 
with unwanted puppies and kit-
tens. To adopt a pet,come by 
SPCA at 802 South Houston, cor-
ner of Mary St. and Hwy. 146 or 
call (936) 755-3020.
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)
 

HABITAT FOR Humanity located 
at 321 N. Beatty, Livingston. 
Tuesday-Friday 9am-3pm 
Saturday 9am-1pm. 
(35-tfn-nc-PCE)

Kids Free Clothing Exchange is a 
non-profit organization provid-
ing free, gently used clothing 
for children ages 0-18 years of 
age living in Polk and the other 
6 surrounding counties of Lake 
Livingston.  Donations of new 
and gently used clothing are ap-
preciated.  We are in Onalaska, 
Hwy 190 at 3186. Open Friday 
and Saturday, 10-3.  
Kfceonalaskatx.com
(49-tfn-nc-PCE)

CHRISTINE’S PLACE Resale 
Shop accepts donations and 
is open M-F, 501 W. Bluff in 
Woodville. 409-331-9939. www.
westrengthenfamilies.org. 
(1-tfn-nc-TCB)

Auctions & Sales

Call or Come by Today
Livingston

Senior Citizens
Country Store

1310 North Houston
Open 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Weekdays
Open during noon hour

Come by for 
bargains anytime

(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

GARAGE SALE Friday-Satur-
day, October 4th-5th 8am-3pm, 
440 Sequoia, Livingston. Home 
decor, armoire, glassware, elec-
trical tools, divider screen, en-
tertainment center, books and 
lots more.
(39-2-cc-PCE)

DOWNSIZING SALE at Lady 
Bugg’s Spott, too much to list, 
11031 Hwy 69 S. Warren, TX, 
October 3 & 4, 9-4.
(40-1t-cc-TCB)

THE BRYAN FAMILY estate 
sale will be held this Friday-
Saturday, September 27th-28th 
at 1650 N. Home St. Corrigan 
from 8am-3pm. 
(39-1t--cc-PCE)

YARD SALE, Friday & Saturday, 
October 11-12, 605 Anderson, 
Woodville. Household items, 
misc.
(40-2t-p-TCB)

GARAGE SALE Thursday-Sat-
urday, October 3rd-5th 9am-
4pm, 100 Magnolia Place, Cold-
spring Terrace Subdivision. Too 
much to list! 
(39-2t-cc-PCE

A BOOKSTORE FOR CHARITY is 
located inside the Tyler County 
Booster newspaper office locat-
ed at 205 W. Bluff in Woodville. 
All books are 25 cents each, or 
fill a bag for $2. All proceeds 
benefit Tyler County non prof-
its. Come shop with us for a 
good cause. 
(2-tfn-nc-TCB)

Work Wanted

HARD WORKING TYLER COUNTY 
WOMAN, Landscaping, fence 
line clearing, painting, clean out 
flower beds, any outdoor jobs. 
Christal-409-224-5293.
(38-tfn-p-TCB)

Fenced Yard
or Field

Stump
Grinding

Remote
Controlled

Precision Work
Any Size

or Amount
Insured

Free Estimates
David Holley

936-433-2371
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

HOKE STUMP Grinding- No 
job too large or too small. Call 
(936)295-6089 or (936) 581-
3781. Trinity, TX.  
(11-tfn-b-TCNS)

Vickery Dirt 
Dirt, Clay, Sand
Free Delivery

Rock, Dozer Work, Land 
Clearing, Tractor Work,  
Driveways, House Pads
www.vickerydirt.com 

936-329-4159
Vickery Propane
Tanks & Service
936-327-HEAT

 (50-tfn-b-PCE)

LOYD’S REMODELING located in 
Tyler County (Serving all  areas) 
Add-ons, decks, metal roofs, 
cabinets, piers, docks, and boat 
houses. No job too small. Call 
409-429-6164.
(1-tfn-b-TCB)

TLC
Toole’s Lawn Care
& Landscaping

*Drainage 
*Retaining Walls

*Residential *Commercial
 Year round full service 
maintenance- design, 

build & install flower beds, 
hydroseeding.

Fully Insured
 Tree Removal, Irrigation

Livingston, TX
936-646-2661

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

J.W. KOLB Construction and 
Renovations. We do it all. Nojob 
too big or too small. 25+ years 
experience. Free estimates in 
Polk County. Call (936)200-
1254 or email:
kolb2650@gmail.com.
(40-tfn-cc-PCE)

Field’s Paint ContractingField’s Paint Contracting

•Commercial & Residential Painting
•Commercial & Residential

Building Restoration

www.fieldspaintcontracting.com

DAVID FIELDS/OWNER

936-933-7454

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
INSURED

(34-12-cc-PCE)

PROFESSIONALS

40+ Years Experience

Lester Bros.
Tree Service
Trimming, Top

Removal, Haul Off,
Tractor Work. Now 

accepting credit cards.
Call for Free Estimate

Insured
25 yrs experience
936-223-9265

or
936-365-4955

Livingston, TX
(23-tfn-b-PCE)

S & L Tree
Service

Tree removal, clean up, 
stump grinding
New bucket truck

Fully insured
Serving the local and 

surrounding areas
Call Richard

832-401-4081
(2-tfn-b-PCE) 

AMTEK
House Leveling

Leveling- 
Water leveling-
Beams- Pylons

Concrete Blocks
Roof Covers- Decks- Floors

Senior Citizen Discount
Serving the Lake Livingston 

and Tyler County  areas

936-328-1434
(1-tfn-b-PCE) 

Vickery
Lawn Service
*Stump Grinding
*Land Mulching
*Land Clearing
*Tractor Work

*Driveways
Fully Insured

936-329-1653
Livingston, TX

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Plumas
House Leveling

w/Water Level
& Concrete

20 Yrs Exp, Senior
Citizen Discount

Insured
936-433-6304

if no answer call for appt
Livingston, TX

936-513-0783
(1-tfn-b-PCE)

 

Cleaning Services

S & S Cleaning 
and 

Maintenance

Residential
Commercial
Construction

936-714-6226
  (32-tfn-b-PCE)

Employment
DAVID NORTON TIRE CENTER, 
Woodville, TX is accepting ap-
plications for a mechanic. Apply 
in person, 1116 S. Magnolia.
(46-tfn-b-TCB)

FULL TIME Medical Assistant, 
part-time Receptionist needed. 
Fax resume to 936-327-1022 
email to 
dr.lauroraoffice@yahoo.com or 
bring to 300 Bypass Lane, suite 
208, Livingston, Tx.
(39-tfn-b-PCE)

Actively seeking a dynamic in-
dividual from the Trinity area 
to fill a part-time sales position. 
The position offers a base pay 
plus commission, and bonuses. 
The ideal candidate should be 
enthusiastic, highly motivated, 
and well acquainted with the 
local community. If you’re in-
terested in joining our team, 
please email your resume to 
ashley@polkcountypublishing.
com.
(5-tfn-nc-TCNS)

Linebarger 
Attorneys at Law

is hiring for a Legal Assistant/
File Manager for our Livingston 
Office to assist Taxpayers, In-
put data & maintain legal files, 
Perform clerical duties, Prepare 
legal documents, Conduct ad-
dress research and all other du-
ties as assigned.
Requirements: Proficient in us-
ing Microsoft Office (Word, 
Excel & Outlook). Be well-orga-
nized & detailed-oriented. Abil-
ity to keep pace with processing 
deadlines. Experience with e-
filing is a plus.
Interested applicants please 

send your resume to 
gina.hullihen@lgbs.com

(39-2t-cc-PCE)

NOW TAKING applications at 
Red Barn Builders Supply for 
yard help. Apply in person only 
4683 St. Hwy. 146, Livingston. 
Ask for Randy. 
(36-tfn-b-PCE)

Nursery Worker
Part-time nursery worker 
wanted for Pine Forest Baptist 
Church 10537 US HWY 190 W 
Livingston Tx. Sunday AM & PM 
services and Wednesday PM 
services.  Background check 
and drug test required.  
Call 936-646-4803 

or stop by for more 
information.

(39-2-cc-PCE)

Now Hiring!
Looking for honest, hard 
working, outgoing, self 
motivated individuals with a 
good attitude looking to build a 
career in the fast food industry. 
Looking for a Team Leader 
with one year experience and 
an assistant with 2-3 years 
experience. Must have good 
references, Livingston, TX.

Apply at www.
burgerworkshr.com

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Financial Secretary 
Position Available

The Pine Forest Baptist Church 
is seeking a dedicated and 
detail-oriented Financial Sec-
retary. Criminal background 
check, drug test and adequate 
credit score required for further 
consideration.  Responsibilities 
include managing church fi-
nances, preparing reports, and 
maintaining accurate financial 
records. Requirements: - Previ-
ous financial/accounting, strong 
organizational skills, Proficiency 
in accounting software, and a 
commitment to confidentiality 
and integrity This is a part-time 
position (16 Hours). To apply, 
please send your resume and 
references to the pfbc@eastex.
net or stop by Tues – Thurs 9 
am-5 pm - 10537 US HWY 190 
W, Livingston, TX 77351 For 
more information, contact 936-
646-4803 
(39-2-cc-PCE)

THE CITY OF CHESTER Wa-
ter Supply Corp. and the Ches-
ter Gas System is taking ap-
plications for a Public Works 
Director Position. Please submit 
your resume to seccityofches-
ter@eastex.net or drop off at city 
hall in Chester, Tx. Office hours 
are: 8-Noon, M-F.
(38-4t-b-TCB)

ADVANCED PROPERTY 
MAINTENACE LLC is hiring 
a skilled laborer and operator. 
Call for an Interview, 409-224-
6674, Woodville.
(37-3t-cc-TCB)

For Sale
1968 FORD MUSTANG, num-
bers matching, 289 motor, 
automatic transmission, fac-
tory AC. It has been sitting for 
a while, motor has been stored 
in a shed, $3,500 OBO. Can be 
viewed in the Goodrich area. 
Call (936)252-1833.
(37-tfn-nc-PCE)

GOLF CLUBS: Ping Eye 2 Green 
Dot #1 Sand Wedge, $400.00. 
Taylor Made M2 #4 AW, 
$450.00. 409-429-0869.
(39-2t-p-TCB)

PORTABLE GENERATOR, RS 
5500, never been used, $500.00 
cash. 409-837-9704.
(39-2t-cc-TCB)

Rentals

1-BEDROOM HOME available 
for rent in Leggett, DIRECTV/
water/trash pick-up included 
$600/month plus deposit Call 
(832)277-3737.
(49-tfn-cc-PCE)

VERY NICE One Bedroom, out 
building, in Ivanhoe. 409-429-
4752.
(39-tfn-b-TCB)

BRICK HOUSE in quiet neigh-
borhood. 3/2/2, central AC, 
fireplace, office, big garage, 148 
Cardinal, Livingston. No pets. 
No smoking. $1,400/month 
(936)329-2213.
(28-tfn-cc-PCE)
 

HOUSE FOR rent in Woodville 
area, good references and de-
posit required. Call 409-283-
8286. 
(43-tfn-b-TCB)

2-BEDROOM 1-BATH home 
with stove, refrigerator and 
window units. Located at 1005 
Champ Street. Call (936)967-
3546.
(39-1-pd-PCE)

Homes for Sale
GOLF COURSE LIVING! 
3-bedroom 2-bath on Fairway & 
Greenbelt-Trinity, TX. All elec-
tric & fireplace. 1-830-484-3356. 
(40-3t-cc-TCNS)

4-BEDROOM 3.5-BATH home on 
large secluded lot, 4800sq.ft., 
$795,000.00 w/owner financ-
ing available. No down payment 
for VA.  $48,000 Down payment 
with FHA. Call (979)482-7273. 
Located at 1000 W. Polk St. Liv-
ingston.
(37-4-cc-PCE)

Pets & Supplies   

SIX KITTENS, male and female, 
different colors. Free to good 
home(s). 936-230-9192
(37-3t-nc-PCE)

SENIOR CITIZEN needs to get 
these Lab mix puppies a new 
home. Free to good home(s). 
Call (936)200-1826.
(39-3t-nc-PCE)

Storage
ENCLOSED BOAT STORAGE 
- Also climate & self storage. 
White Rock Storage. 6216 FM 
356 Trinity (936)594-9283 or 
(713)249-1033.
(25-tfn-b-TCNS)

Land For Sale

LAND FOR SALE, 20 Acres, 
parcel# 001-03387-000 on 
Charcoal Rd, Searcy County, 
Arkansas. 20 Acres, parcel #001-
03388-000 on Charcoal Rd, 
Searcy County, Arkansas. Call 
409-201-5472 or 832-285-7641.
(38-5t-cc-TCB)

Want to Lease
THE POLK County Cowboy 
Church is looking to lease a 
building or purchase 1-3-acres 
in Livingston, Tx to build a new 
church.  Please contact Steve 
Fredricks at (281)779-6239. 
(38-2t-cc-PCE)

 
  
  

Be sure to check out  
your local classifieds.

San Jacinto News-Times
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