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Jail issues to go before voters in 2025
By Tony Farkas

editor@trinityconews.com

GROVETON — It will cost county taxpay-
ers $100,000 to begin the process for a jail 
bond election, which will be held sometime in 
2025.

At the Aug. 13 Trinity County Commission-
ers Court meeting, County Judge Danny Mar-
tin said during budget discussions the county 
needs to budget the funds to hire consultants.

Martin said that the plan is to issue $16 mil-
lion in construction bonds, and he has found a 
company that will buy those at 3.5 percent for 
20 years. He also said that if that passes, then 
the county will then put forth another bond 

measure for operation costs.
Should the bonds be approved by the voters, 

the county plans a 60-bed jail to house men 
and women prisoners, with the hope of rent-
ing out empty beds to surrounding counties, 
Martin said. It would take 2 ½ to 3 years to 
build.

Commissioner Neal Smith said he had con-
cerns about placement, as the city of Groveton 
did not have the water or sewer capacity to add 
such a facility.

All the gathered information was to be pre-
sented to the county’s jail committee for its 
review.

In other business, the county:
• discussed additional funds requested by 

the county’s fire departments for more fund-
ing to be included in the budget for the next 
fiscal year;

• appointed Mark Jones as acting Precinct 3 
Constable to replace Carl Casey, who retired 
for health reasons. Jones was to assume the 
title in January, having defeated Casey in the 
March primary;

• approved personnel actions forms;
• approved budget amendments;
• declared office equipment and vehicles as 

surplus;
• hired GLS for engineering services to up-

date the county’s subdivision regulations;
• tabled approval of a maintenance agree-

ment for the county HVAC systems as costs 

were deemed too high;
• tabled bid awards for road materials pur-

chase and delivery to seek additional bids;
• approved the purchase of 22 portable ra-

dios for the Sheriff ’s Office at a cost of $92,000, 
to be paid by capital outlay funds and SB 22 
grant funds;

• approved just over $23,000 in disaster-
related expenditures;

• approved adding a cancellation fee to the 
list of Sheriff ’s Office and Constable fees for 
service;

• approved county road and bridge fees for 
FY 2025; and

• approved a $450 fee for removal of trees in 
the Westwood Shores subdivision.

County shifts gears
on recording meetings

Two injured in crashes

TCNS staff

GROVETON — The Trinity County Commission-
ers Court will broadcast all future meetings live after 
trying to move all recording devices away from the 
dais.

At its meeting on Aug. 13, the court approved a 
policy change that moved any recording equipment, 
such as phones, cameras and recorders, to a distance 
of 15 feet away from the podium, a change from the 
previous 5 feet.

County Attorney Colton Hay said the change was in 
response to events at recent meetings, which became 
disruptive to court proceedings. He also said he felt 
uncomfortable and distracted with cameras being so 
close to him during meetings.

However, it was pointed out to the commissioners 
that the acoustics of the commissioners’ courtroom 
were terrible, and the HVAC system causes problems 
with people hearing any discussions.

While the county approved the change, Hay said 
that as of Wednesday, commission meetings will be 
livestreamed, and there will be a new Facebook page 
and Youtube channel specifically for county informa-
tion and meeting video.

He also said that eventually, he would like to see that 
information linked from the county website in order 
to make meetings accessible so more people can get 
involved.

Go to https://youtube.com/@trinitycountytexas-
y9j?si=zlsvRL8KDHm5AtSl to register and view the 
broadcasts.

Homeowners, renters still 
eligible for hurricane aid

Special to the News-Standard

AUSTIN — Since May, FEMA has approved two 
major disaster declarations for Texans impacted by 
the Spring severe storms, straight-line winds, torna-
does and flooding, and Hurricane Beryl that followed 
in early July.

As Texans work to recover, nearly 700,000 individu-
als and families have been approved for disaster as-
sistance following the Spring storms and Hurricane 
Beryl surpassing $844 million across both disasters. 

While the deadline to apply for federal assistance 
for the Spring storms has ended, there is still time for 
Texans who may need assistance following Hurricane 
Beryl.

It’s been nearly six weeks since the disaster declara-
tion for Beryl, and FEMA has worked with the State to 
expedite Serious Needs Assistance to help more than 
602,000 Texans thus far for a total of more than $451 
million in financial assistance.

FEMA specialists continue working in the 22 coun-
ties impacted by the hurricane to help people apply 

TCNS staff

TRINITY COUNTY — Texas Department of Public 
Safety Troopers investigated a one-vehicle crash on state 
Highway 19, south of Lovelady at Tantabogue Creek, 
that occurred Monday.

The investigation indicates that at approximately 3:57 
a.m., a 2019 Peterbilt truck tractor semi-trailer was trav-
eling south. Reports indicate the Peterbilt traveled off 
the road, rolled over on its side, and caught fire.

The driver of the Peterbilt truck tractor, 72-year-old 
Robert Oates of Trinity, was transported to Trinity Me-
morial Hospital for treatment of non-life-threatening 
injuries.

Trinity Volunteer Fire Department responded to the 
crash. Fire Chief Keith Johnson said the truck was car-
rying 9,000 gallons of jet fuel, and the department re-
sponded with two engines, two tankers and a rescue 
unit. 

Lovelady Fire Department also responded with an en-
gine, tanker and brush truck, and the Texas Forest Ser-
vice used a plow to create a containment line around the 
woods fire, which was allowed to burn itself out so as not 
to contaminate the creek. 

On Saturday, troopers investigated a two-vehicle crash 
on Farm-to-Market Road 356 south of Trinity.

The preliminary crash investigation indicates that at 
approximately 6:15 p.m., a 2016 Harley Davidson mo-
torcycle was traveling north, while a 2014 Kia Rio was 
traveling south. It is reported that the Harley Davidson 
failed to the yield right-of-way while turning left and 
turned into the path of the Kia.

The driver of the Harley Davidson, 55-year-old Steven 
Wolfe of Trinity, was transported HCA Conroe for treat-
ment of non-life-threatening injuries.

The driver of the Kia, 27-year-old Alexander Garcia 
of Huntsville, and one passenger, 24-year-old Stephanie 
Mathis of Huntsville, were not injured.

MASON DONATION
Joe Werner Masonic Lodge 553 of Trinity donated 75 pair of underwear to the Trinity ISD school nurse for the children. 
James Moffett and Rich Scott of the lodge presented the donation to the school. COURTESY PHOTO

County Commissioner Neal Smith (left) administers the oath of office to Mark Jones, who was appointed as constable for Precinct 3 at 
the Aug. 13 County Commissioners Court meeting. Jones was appointed to finish the term of Carl Casey, who retired because of health 
reasons.  COURTESY PHOTO

NEW CONSTABLE IN TOWN

A tractor trailer carrying jet fuel rolled over on Highway 19 on 
Monday morning, catching fire and setting the surrounding 
trees on fire. Crews from Lovelady, Trinity and the Texas Forest 
Service battled the blaze, and the wreck left a Trinity resident 
injured.  COURTESY PHOTO

www.easttexasnews.com
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Fundraising a passion for motorcycle group
This weekend I spent go-

ing back and forth to the Con-
roe Hospital with my husband 
who was doing tests because of 
shortness of breath. The result is 
a blockage that for now will be 
treated with medicine.

Passing through Trinity on 
Saturday on the way to Conroe 
was the Circle of Brothers event 
that was held on South Robb 
Street, and I wished I was there. 
I could hear the music from 
their club house, and almost 
smell the food.

What a great group of people 
that host so many fundrais-
ing events to help the people of 
Trinity County. They donate to 
the Elf Station every year and 
to individuals who suffer health 
tragedies or financial ruin from 
events caused by Mother Na-
ture. (Kudos)

• On Friday, Most Holy Trini-
ty Catholic Church will sponsor 
a fish fry from 5-7 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. The cost is $15 
for a plate. The church is located 
at 401 Prospect Drive. For more 
information, call Iris Alaniz at 
(713) 253-6221.

• Fair News: Sept. 19-21 is the 
Trinity Community Fair Asso-
ciation’s 75th Year of operation. 
This livestock, vendor/craft 
show, and carnival is one of the 
last free fairs in Texas.

The theme for the TCFA Fair 
this year is “Hats Off to 75 Years.” 
Applications and rules for the 
fair booths, inside and outside, 
have been put on the internet/
Facebook for downloading.

There are some new additions 
and old reminders to this year’s 
guidelines, and you must adhere 
to these rules, or you will not be 
invited back to participate next 
year.

If you cannot use this method 
of entry, please contact Kim 

Spillman for more informa-
tion and how to obtain forms at 
(936) 661-1568.

• The Circle of Brothers is 
hosting a steak night Sept. 21 
at the White Rock City Marina, 
819 White Rock Road in Trinity, 
from 6-9 p.m.

The menu is steak, baked po-
tato, salad, and a roll for $25. 
Reserve your steak ahead of 
time by calling (936) 662-9471 
or (936) 662-2917.

• A new “save the date” is Sept. 
13-14 for “Lovestock” at Stesti 
Beer Garden in Lovelady. This is 
a musical festival for local musi-
cians. Contact Ana at (832) 452-
8575 for more information and 
sponsorships.

Another new date is Sept. 20, 
the annual 42 Domino Tour-
nament at Joseph’s Restaurant 
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. hosted 
by Trinity Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, call me at (936) 537-
8171.

• Repeat of September dates:
Sept. 2, Labor Day
Sept. 19- 21, TCFA Fair
Sept. 20, TISD Fair Holiday
Sept. 22, Knights of Colum-

bus blood drive
• These are Save the Dates for 

Events in October:
Oct. 4-6, Huntsville Fair on 

the Square in Huntsville.
Oct. 12, Brick Street Harmo-

ny Quartet, First Presbyterian 
Church on North Elm Street

Oct. 15, Pumpkin Patch 
opens, First Methodist Church 

of Trinity downtown Lot
Oct. 19, barbecue and bingo 

fundraiser, Most Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church

Oct. 20, Most Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church Fall Festival

Oct. 26, Trinity Lions Club 
Pet Expo and Talent Show, Trin-
ity Community Center

Oct. 26, Trinity County Vet-
erans Wall of Honor, Scheelbil-
lies on FM 356 East.New details 
of Oct. Events are as follows:

On Oct. 12 at 4 p.m. is the 
Brick Street Harmony Quartet 
(part of the Sweet Adelines of 
Nacogdoches) in concert at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 405 
N. Elm St., in Trinity. There will 
be receptions following the con-
cert, and the public is invited to 
attend.

Trinity County Veterans, Wall 
of Honor Society 17th Annual 
Fundraiser is being held on Oct. 
26 at Scheelbillies, at 5665 FM 
356 in Trinity, from noon-6 
p.m.

You do need to be present to 
win any of the 12 raffle prizes 
listed below:

1. Canik TD9SF 9 mm blue 
pistol

2. $250 Brookshire Brothers 
gift card

3. $250 pack of Lotto scratch-
offs

4. Blackstone Tailgater 1550 
grill and griddle

5. $100 Harbor Freight gift 
card

6. $250 cash donated by Sha-
non Greer

7-10. $300 cash (donated in 
memory of friends and veter-
ans)

11. $500 cash donated by Per-
sonal Touch Cleaning

12. $500 Lotto scratch-offs 
donated by DC Construction

In addition to the raffle draw-
ings there will be a live auction 

provided by A M Pros (Liz and 
David Drake). Music and food 
are provided. Catfish plates are 
$10 each and pulled pork sand-
wiches are $5 each.

For more information, call 
Bill Reeves, (936) 661-7107, 
Trish Meigs, (713) 589-8731, or 
Craig Hatton, 832-992-6352.

• Don’t forget the grief sup-
port group at the Dorcas Wills 
Memorial Baptist Church meets 
every Tuesday from 2-4 p.m. 
through Oct. 29. 

• More new events.
AED/Stop the Bleed Training 

will be held on Sept. 26, from 
1:30-3 p.m. at the Martin Senior 
Citizen Center, 400 Walker St., 
in Trinity.

To register for this training, 
call (936) 594-2625. The train-
ing is free, and certification is 
available for a small fee. Train-
ing is provided by the Trinity 
County Sheriff ’s Department.

• VFW Post 6899 is hosting a 
dance and bake sale Sept. 6-7. 
The bake sale will provide baked 
goods by Lanora Ainsworth on 
Friday and Saturday, and an ex-
tra game of bingo will be held 
Friday at noon. Doors open at 
10 a.m. The dance at noon, and 
the band is Shadow Road. The 
VFW Post is located at 400 Car-
oline St. in Trinity. Call Marilyn 
for more information at (281) 
782-8309.

See you around town.

Julia’s 

Tidbits

By Julia 

McMichael

TRINITY COUNTY WEATHER FORECAST FOR AUGUST 22-28

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Information sourced from weather.com

Mostly Sunny

95º/73º
Chance of Rain 6%

Wind E 4 mph

 Mostly Sunny

96º/72º
Chance of Rain 9%

Wind SE 5 mph

Mostly Sunny

95º/71º
Chance of Rain 7%
Wind ESE 6 mph

 
Mostly Sunny

95º/72º
Chance of Rain 7%

Wind E 6 mph

 
Mostly Sunny

93º/73º
Chance of Rain 24%

Wind E 6 mph

PM Thunderstorms

92º/73º
Chance of Rain 35%

Wind E 6 mph

Partly Cloudy

93º/73º
Chance of Rain 24%

Wind ENE 5mph

Forecast Fire Danger
twc.tamu.edu

Fire Danger Rating
Low Moderate
High Very High
Extreme

2024 GMC SIERRA 1500

5.3L MODELS

$6,000 PURCHASE
ALLOWANCE

WHEN YOU TRADE IN AN ELIGIBLE VEHICLE1

1Only on the 5.3L EcoTec3 Engine. For trade assistance, you must show proof of ownership and trade in a 2010 model year or 

newer vehicle. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 9/3/24. Available accessories shown. 

I-45 AT EXIT 116 BOTH WAYS IN HUNTSVILLE!  ACROSS FROM HOME DEPOT - HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

WIESNERCHEVY.COM • WIESNERCADILLAC.COM •  936-291-7500

Wiesner in Huntsville sells vehicles for factory sticker price — whether it’s in stock, on order or bought on-

line! You don’t pay over MSRP. Just say no to additional dealer markup, market price adjustments, Zaz, 

environmental packages or the security package.

Wiesner of Huntsville is the only place where you will be treated fair and like family.

The Dealership that makes a Difference

2022 Hyundai Kona $17,995

2020 Chrysler Pacifica $20,588

2022 Kia Sportage $21,995

2022 Hyundai Sonata $23,995

2017 Chevrolet Tahoe $24.995

2024 Chevrolet Trax $24,995

2023 Mazda CX-50 $25,395

2022 Buick Encore GX $25,995

2021 Chrysler Pacifica $25,995

2024 Chevrolet Trax $25,995

2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 $26,995

2024 Nissan Ultima $27,839

HUGE SELECTION OF CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

All prices include Wiesner Finance Cash. Must finance with Wiesner-approved lender to qualify. All prices include tax, title and license.

Huntsville Truck & Tractor
2124 Hwy. 30 East | Huntsville, TX

936-291-8103
huntsvilletruckandtractor.com

*Based on EDA/UCC Data from 01/01/2019 - 12/31/2023 for sales of new tractors 0-200 HP in the USA. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2024. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R.financing for up to 

84 months on purchases of new Kubota LX2620SU series equipment at participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation 

USA; subject to credit approval. Customer instant rebate of $2,000 with cash or standard rate financing available on select models. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per 

$1,000 financed. Customer instant rebates include Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $100 with purchase of the second qualifying new implement and $200 for the third 

new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. There is no rebate on the first implement purchased. Offers expire 09/30/24. Terms subject to change. For complete warranty, 

disclaimer, safety and product information see dealer or KubotaUSA.com. Your Kubota Limited warranty gives you specific legal rights. You may have other rights which vary from state 

to state. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 

and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete 

warranty, disclaimer, safety and product and incentive offer information, consult your local 

Kubota dealer and the Owner’s Warranty Information Guide for the Kubota limited warranty on 

all products. Visit KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers for more information. **LX3520 shown as an 

example. † For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota 

dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based 

on various standards or recommended practices. K1095-04-151114-2

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. $0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. 
FINANCING FOR UP FINANCING FOR UP 
TO 84 MONTHS OR TO 84 MONTHS OR 
SAVE UP TO $2300* SAVE UP TO $2300* 

HOTHOT

SUMMER
SUMMER

SAVINGS
SAVINGS

LX2620**

• 24.8 Gross HP,† E-TVCS, 

Liquid-Cooled, 3-Cylinder 

Kubota Diesel Engine

New Lions Club member Jessica Parish (left) poses with Misty Roark 
and Dr. Garry Reece, president of Trinity Lions Club.  COURTESY PHOTO

www.easttexasnews.com
www.wiesnerchevy.com
www.wiesnercadillac.com
www.kubotausa.com
www.kubotausa.com/disclaimers
www.huntsvilletruckandtractor.com
www.weather.com
www.twc.tamu.edu
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SENIOR MENUS

ARREST RECORDS

Gary Borders

Looking
Back

By Marlena Stubblefield
grovetonnews@gmail.com

10 years ago 
Trucks, Fair Housing policy on commis-

sioner’s agenda; Groveton schools receive top 
accountability rating from TEA; McAnulty cel-
ebrates 104 years; Escape attempt ends to two-
vehicle wreck. Obituaries for the week: Robert 
Larry Cook, 59, of Woodlake; Michael O. Kee, 
48, of Groveton; and Charles F. McClain, 78, of 

Groveton.
20 years ago 

GHS Board to hold public hearing; Roy Os-
born, Marines now in Iraq; 422 fans, 17 A/C 
collected for elderly; Indians roll over Garrison-
travel to Hemphill for scrimmage. Obituaries 
for the week: Audrey Yevonne Fry, 46, of Apple 
Springs; Pearl Willena Ammons, 72, of Crockett; 
Otha Bruman Maines Jr., 50, of Trinity; Billy Ray 
Merryman, 71, of Kennard; Alberta Holcombe, 
87, of Lufkin; Christopher Charles Kennedy, 28, 
of Romayor; and Preston White, 92, of Groveton. 

30 years ago 
McKinley, Carr face off at TCAD; Fire chief 

injured Saturday in fire; Trinity business robbed; 
City joins TCAD debate. Obituaries for the week: 
Benjamin Lynn Burke, 33, of Centralia; and John 
Henry Norsworthy, 71, of Pennington.

SENIOR MENUS
Aug. 26-30

Menus Subject to Change 
• Martin Senior Center | 936-594-2625
All meals are $6.
A limited fruit and salad bar is available, and 

drinks include lemonade, tea, water or coffee. 
Dessert is served with all meals.

MONDAY: Beef stroganoff, corn, cornbread.
TUESDAY: Barbecue baked potatoes, baked 

beans, broccoli, California blend vegetables. 
 WEDNESDAY: Hamburgers with all the trim-
mings, baked beans, French fries.

THURSDAY: Chicken spaghetti, carrots, 
garlic bread.

FRIDAY: Fried fish or chicken tenders, 
baked beans, corn on the cob, deviled eggs, gar-
lic bread.

• Groveton Senior Center | 936-642-1541
Bread, dessert, fruit, tea, coffee and milk are 

available.
MONDAY: Steak fingers, mashed potatoes 

and gravy, lima beans, rolls.
TUESDAY: Hamburgers or cheeseburgers, 

ranch style beans, chips, lettuce, tomatoes, pick-
les. 

WEDNESDAY: Chicken strips, sweet po-
tato fries, green beans, rolls.

THURSDAY: Meatloaf with sauce, scal-
loped potatoes, turnip greens, spinach, corn-
bread.

FRIDAY: Fried or baked catfish, French 
fries, potato salad, coleslaw, pinto beans, hush 
puppies. 

• Apple Springs Senior Citizens Inc. | 936-
831-2671

Meals served with dessert and fruit and a 
choice of drink.

MONDAY: Chicken spaghetti, green beans, 
tossed salad, garlic toast.

TUESDAY: Barbecue on a bun, potato sal-
ad, baked beans. 

WEDNESDAY: Tortilla soup, Spanish rice, 
chips and salsa.

THURSDAY: Baked chicken, potatoes, okra 
and tomatoes, rolls.

FRIDAY: Lasagna, green beans, tossed sal-
ad, garlic toast.

The following people were arrested by 
Trinity County law enforcement officials 
through Aug. 19. All suspects are inno-
cent until convicted in a court of law.

• Steven Brent Nobles, 49, warrants for 
two counts of failure to comply with sex 
offender registration requirements.

• Weldon Warren, 35, warrant for de-
ferred adjudication on an original charge 
of criminal mischief.

• Omar Rashad Adkins, 45, warrants 
for two counts of probation violation on a 
conviction for possession of a controlled 
substance.

• Ashton Kane Rodriguez, 23, warrant 
for possession of a controlled substance.

• Jarod Brandon Volking, 42, driving 
while license invalid with previous con-
victions.

• Haven Wayne Costlow, 19, posses-
sion of tobacco by a minor; minor in pos-
session of alcohol.

• Carmen Largent Vann, 53, warrant 
for failure to appear on a charge of pos-
session of controlled substance.

• James Eric Cleveland, 42, assault 
causing bodily injury.

• Martha Weinzel Burton, 50, posses-
sion of a controlled substance; public in-
toxication.

• Ryan Joseph Harmon, 18, possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

• Gloria Danielle Smith, 33, warrant 
for failure to appear on a charge of pos-
session of a controlled substance.

• Lazarus Abesol Crockett, 33, war-
rants for two counts of arson.

• Daniel Wayne McKnight, 47, war-
rant for possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

• Stephanie Arnell Robbins, 51, war-
rants for two counts of failure to appear 
on charges of possession of a controlled 
substance.

*0% Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota BX2380 equipment 
from participating dealers’ in stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. 
Some exceptions apply. Terms subject to change. Offers expire 09/30/24. This material is for descriptive 
purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from
the use of this material. For more information, see Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com. † For complete warranty, 
safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/
KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. K859-04-150925-6

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING FOR UP TO 
60 MONTHS ON SELECT NEW KUBOTAS!*

1604 S. LOOP 304 

CROCKETT, TX

936-544-4596

houstoncountyeq.com

IT’S ALL ABOUT ORANGE 
THIS SUMMER!

BV4180 PREMIUMBV4180 PREMIUM
• Bale Diameter of 4’ Wide by 6’ High

with a 79” Pickup Capacity

 DM5032 DM5032
• 10’ 6” Cutting Width

• 9’ 10” Transport Width

 RTV-X RTV-X
• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder

Kubota Diesel Engine

 Z700-SERIES Z700-SERIES
• 22.5, 23.5 or 25.5 Gross HP,†

V-Twin Gasoline Engine

 M5660SU M5660SU
• 56 Gross HP† @ 2,600 RPM, 4-Cylinder

Kubota Diesel Engine

 BX2380 BX2380
• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder

Kubota Diesel Engine

 M6-141 M6-141
• 141.4 Engine HP,† 4-Cylinder

Turbocharged Kubota Diesel Engine

• Grand X Cab Offers Greater

Comfort & Visibility

• Intelli-Shift Transmission

• Tilt & Telescopic Power Steering
BINGOBINGO  BINGO    BINGO  BINGOBINGOBINGOBINGO  BINGO    BINGO  BINGOBINGO

EVERY

Thursday 7pm

Friday Noon & 7pm

Sunday 3pm

Call For More Information 936-594-9467 

EVERYONE WELCOME!
Come Help Support Veterans

VFW Post 6899
400 West Caroline | Trinty

Bring This  
Bring This  

Ad In ForAd In For

FREE BINGO 
FREE BINGO 

SIX PACKSIX PACK

LIFE TRIBUTES

Gerald Wesley Bloomfield
June 18, 1927-Aug. 18, 2024

Funeral services for Gerald Wesley 
Bloomfield, 97, of Livingston, will be held 
Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, at 11 a.m., at Co-
chran Funeral Home Chapel in Livingston. 
Interment will follow at Carlisle Cemetery 
in the Carlisle Community in Polk County. 
Visitation will be held Thursday, Aug. 22, 
from 10-11 a.m., before the service begins, 
at Cochran Funeral Home in Livingston.  

Mr. Bloomfield was born June 18, 1927, 
and passed away Aug. 18, 2024, in Humble. 
He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Fred Leroy Bloomfield and Ivy Ila (Baker) 
Bloomfield; and brothers, Donald Ray 
Bloomfield and Arvel Bloomfield.

He is survived by his wife, Anita Sue 
Bloomfield; sons and daughters-in-law, 
Glenn and Dahni Bloomfield, and Gary 
and Alejandrina Bloomfield; grandchil-
dren, Shelby, Ann Marie, and Brian; along 
with numerous other relatives and friends. 

Cochran Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Please sign our online 
guestbook at www.cochranfh.com. 163

Gerald Wesley Bloomfield

James Smith
Nov. 14, 1939-Aug. 19, 2024

Funeral services for James Harold Smith, 84, 
of Apple Spring,s will be held Saturday, Aug. 24, 
2024, at 2 p.m. in Carroway Funeral Home Cha-
pel with Mike Due officiating. Interment will 
follow at Bennett Cemetery in Apple Springs.

Mr. Smith was born Nov. 14, 1939, in Lufkin, 
to the late Anna B. (Jones) and Weaver Harold 
Smith, and died Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, at his 
residence. He was a retired college instructor of 
diesel mechanics and lifelong rancher.

Survivors include his wife, Barbara Sue (Witt) 
Smith, of Apple Springs; son and daughter-in-
law, Kevin and Tiana Smith, of Lufkin; daugh-
ters and son-in-law, Sharon and Andy Delgado, 
of Nacogdoches, and Shandi Porterfield, of 
Lufkin; grandchildren and spouses, Rachel and 
Dean Dilbeck, Hannah Smith, Travis Cain, Lau-
ren Leon, Joel and Brooke Calloway, Andrew 
and Gabby Calloway, Shara and Geoff Will, and 
Colson Porterfield; and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Pallbearers will be Joel Calloway, Andrew 

Calloway, Travis Cain, Michael Beard, Geoff 
Will, and Dean Dilbeck.

Honorary pallbearers will be Phil Witt, Roy 
Lynn Madden, Dave Saunders, Joe Mack Dea-
son, John Thannisch, Andy Jarvis, and Garner 
Spring.

The family extends special thanks to Visiting 
Angels and Hospice in the Pines for their care 
of Mr. Smith.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Apple Springs Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 22, Apple Springs, TX 75926.

The family will welcome friends and loved 
ones from 5-7 p.m. Friday at the funeral home.    

Memories and condolences may be added at 
www.carrowayfuneralhome.com.

Carroway Funeral Home, Lufkin, directors.   
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It’s pretty much a given that ev-
eryone is upset about the rising 
costs of everything, particularly 
food.

For me, the only bright spot 
in that was that I found that the 
Kroger version of zero sugar soda 
was much tastier that Coke’s, but 
it’s still doggone pricey.

While many have gone with 
off-brand stuff to try to save a 
buck, hopefully to feed a family 
without skipping a car payment, 
it’s still galling that the prices con-
tinue to climb.

Since it’s an election year, and 
since we don’t have any idea how 
to solve our other problems, we’ll 
make promises to take on those 
evil grocery store chains, since 
the only reason that prices are 
high is that stores are price goug-
ing.

Umm, yeah.
The Democrats’ emergency 

backup candidate is being faced 
with ridicule and scorn for pro-
posing to hold price hikes to a 

minimum. In my research into 
this, though, it turns out that this 
kind of reaction will accomplish 
exactly the opposite of what is in-
tended, since it doesn’t solve the 
underlying causes of high prices.

According to numerous news 
outlets, including those normally 
in the tank for the left, this kind 
of reaction has been tried in 
many other countries, and in ev-
ery case, it has failed miserably. 
It also has another side effect, in 
that it will first kill off the mom-
and-pop stores, then some of the 
smaller stores, which then lead to 
food shortages and Soviet-style 
bread lines.

It’s a pretty much accepted that 
the cause of high prices stems 
from the increased cost of pro-
duction, and in particular, trans-
portation costs, which have in-
creased because the ridiculous 
policies of the current adminis-
tration have caused the price of 
gasoline to almost double. 

The government’s policy of 
printing more money to jump-
start the economy has played into 
the rising price of everything, too.

Yet no way, no how will you 
hear the government, with or 
without the Steve Urkel voice, 
saying, “Did I do that?”

While this might have some 
mass appeal, it’s only because the 
real reasons haven’t been made 
too public, even with the negative 
reception by the mainstream pro-
pagandists.

Even better, since all of those 
same economic pressures have 
made home ownership extremely 
difficult, the replacement candi-
date is telling folks she has a plan 

to provide first-time homebuyers 
$25,000 in magic federal money.

Many economists and people of 
financial knowledge have claimed 
that this will simply make the 
homes more expensive, since sell-
ers will obviously add $25,000 to 
the price, and that will put the 
home-seeking public in the same 
boat.

But more to that point, where 
is all of this money coming from? 
The country has a trillion-dollar 
deficit and is more than $35 tril-
lion in debt, and the best plan is 
to spend even more money?

I cannot understand why the 
default setting of our current gov-
ernment to only double down on 
policies that are at the core disas-
trous. Better to remove bad policy 
than to press forward with worse 
ideas in the guise of fixes.

Tony Farkas is editor of the Trin-
ity County News-Standard and 
the San Jacinto News-Times. He 
can be reached at tony@polkcoun-
typublishing.com.
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“The devil made me do it!” 
comedian Flip Wilson used to 
say with a laugh and a smile. He 
made it seem like giving in to 
temptation is excusable because 
the devil is responsible for our ac-
tions, not ourselves. Yet, St. Paul 
urges Christians to stand against 
“the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 
6:11). 

In our modern society, some 
understand the devil as an onto-
logical reality, in other words a 
real being who has access to our 
minds in order to mislead us. 
Others understand the devil as 
that inner voice inside of all of us 
(including Jesus when he walked 
the earth) that tempts us to do 
things to serve ourselves even 
when those actions violate the will 
of God. 

We all have the devil on one 
shoulder tempting us to evil, and 
an angel on the other that is our 
conscience asking us to do what is 
right. All of us can agree that evil 
is real, for it can spread like a virus 
in our world when people allow it 
to do so. 

However, you describe the devil, 
one of the first steps to mental and 
physical health is to take respon-
sibility for our own actions. To be 
healthy as individuals, we must 
learn to stand against the tempta-
tion to participate in that which is 
not according to the will of God.

To resist temptation and the 
lure of selfish living, we must 
“be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of His power” (Ephesians 
6:10). To whom do you belong — 

the devil or God? It is Jesus who 
loves us and gave His life to dem-
onstrate to us the love of the Fa-
ther for us. 

The devil is a thief of life, and 
he comes to steal our happiness 
and our spiritual health. He wants 
to destroy our productivity and 
kill our spirits, but Jesus wants 
to shepherd us into a life that is 
abundant, joyful, happy, meaning-
ful, and eternal. We can’t have that 
kind of life if we choose to live for 
the devil, so we must decide to 
abide in the vine of Jesus and live 
for Him.

Even Jesus was tempted by the 
devil when he went into the wil-
derness and fasted for forty days 
at the beginning of his ministry 
(Matthew 4:1-11). He was tempt-
ed throughout His life to walk in 
the ways of self-interest that are 
the devil’s workshop. 

Even as Jesus was about to go 
to the cross, He had to pray so 
fervently that He sweated drops 
of blood in the Garden of Geth-
semane. It was a matter of life and 
death. Jesus chose not to act out 
of self-preservation to avoid the 
cross as the devil tempted Him to 
do, rather He submitted to the will 
of the Father (Matthew 26:36-46). 

On the cross, Jesus broke the 
power of the devil (Luke 10:17-
19). As a result, we are no longer 
spiritually weak. We don’t have to 
give in to the temptation and walk 
in the ways of the devil. We have 
the power to live in the victory of 
Jesus.

So, let’s put on our spiritual 
game faces and decide we are go-
ing to abide in the ways of faith 
and truth, not living like the lost 
people of this world. If we re-
sist the devil, he will flee from us 
(James 4:7), not because we are 
strong, but because we are stand-
ing in the victory of Jesus over the 
grave on Resurrection Day. 

We must discipline ourselves 
and keep alert to the wiles of the 
devil who would lead us astray. 
He is like a roaring lion, wanting 
to devour us and destroy our re-
lationships to God, but if we resist 
him in the name of Jesus, he will 
turn tail and flee (II Peter 5:8-9).

We have been set free from be-
lieving the lies of the devil who 
promised life but brings spiritual 
death and destruction. The truth 
of Jesus has set us free from be-
ing fooled by the world. We have 
chosen to live in ways that are in 
harmony with the love and holi-
ness of Jesus, and that protects us 
from the devil’s deceit. 

Our lives become living testa-
ments to the power of God who 
defeats the devil and elevates us 
to being the children of God who 
walk in the love of Jesus.

Dr. Dan Darby is a retired Unit-
ed Methodist pastor.

The Wiles of the Devil
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A/C & HEATING

 Insulation
3601 FM 224, Coldspring, 

Tx 77331

Call 936-653-3888 or email service@wolfcreekair.com

Call us for your A/C, Heating, 
or Insulation needs       
 TACLB021695C

BOWLING

16 Lanes

Kitchen

Party Rooms

Full Bar

Leagues

Pool Tables 

& Arcade

5 Flat Screen TVs

       936-967-BOWL (2695)

6900 US Hwy 190 W • Livingston

ROOFING

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches. Proverbs 22:1

Moseley Construction
General Contractor – Waterfront Construction Specialist
Mailing Address: 296 Fern, Livingston, Texas 77351
Physical Address: 2055 FM 3126, Blanchard, Texas

Office: (936) 967-8032   Fax: (936) 967-8033
Email: mosco@dmoseley.com

BULKHEADS

BULKHEADS

Steel & Wood Bulkheads
Boathouses - Piers - Docks - Decks

Timber Bridges - Marinas

www.shoretechmarine.com

936-662-5100
Over 40 years of Design & 
Construction Experience

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

LAWN & GARDEN

House Slabs
Garages • Driveways

Patios • Sidewalks • Walls

BODY SHOP
RESTAURANT

AUTO REPAIRS

INTERNET SERVICE

INSURANCE UPHOLSTERY

HOUSE LEVELING

GAS/PROPANE

Leveling - Waterleveling - Beams - Pylons - Concrete Blocks - 
Roof Covers - Deck - Floors • FREE Estimates • Senior Citizen 

Discount • For Your Protection Insured since 1980

AMTEK

936-328-1434

HOUSE LEVELING

Your Protection is Our Business
Auto-Home-Mobile Home-RV-Boat-Motorcycle-Life-Commercial

CARTER INSURANCE

612 Pan American Dr. (next to Boot Barn) • 936-327-3804
Call today for a free quote!

SR22’s

701 W. Church
LIVINGSTON, TEXAS 77351

888-212-0054

HighlineFast.com

El Burrito
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

Real Mexican Delights

100 SOUTHPOINT LOOP • LIVINGSTON
936-327-3770

White-Starr Collision

Chris White
Owner

Free Estimates

All Insurance Claims Welcome

Complete Body and Frame Repair

whitestarrcollision@gmail.com

(936)967-2777

4300 US Hwy 190 W

Livingston, Tx 77351

1-CAR . ASE . STG

24 Hour

Wrecker Service

• Free Estimates

• Complete Paint & Body Work

• All Insurance Accepted

Serving Polk County Since 1966

FAWBUSH BODY SHOP
Hwy 59 S. - 4 Miles South of Livingston

“We Meet By Accident”
936-327-1239

936-365-2707

HWILL COX H

Roofing
281-592-4997

“We Are The Experts”

Serving for 40 years

willcoxroofing.com Will Cox

Need a ROOF or Repair? 
All Types of Roofs 

We Finance - $0 Down – Low Payments 
Long Term Workmanship Warranty 

LakeLivingstonRoofing.com 

936.513.9900 

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
COMPANY

Automotive - RVs - Motorcycles
Boats - ATVs - Furniture - Etc.

For All Your Upholstery Needs!

512-657-0113
(CALL FOR APPOINTMENT)
 Texas Aftermarket/Custom 

     Upholstery Co./Lost Pines

Consumers L-P Gas & Appliance Co.
Competitive Pricing and excellent service 

on all your propane needs. 

Propane • Cylinder & Motorhome Filling
Home Deliveries • Tanks • Sales and Rentals

GE & Hotpoint Appliances • Sales and Service Heaters
Rheem Water Heaters • Rinnai Water Heaters

(Propane, Natural & Electric) In House Financing

You can be sure day or night! Call 936-594-2156

FM 1617 at Hwy. 195 • Trinity, TX (behind Roadside Park)

AM-TEX specializes in the repair of 

homes, mobile homes, pier, and beam 

foundations for residential and commercial 

properties in Polk county and surrounding 

areas. AM-TEK offers professional evalu-

ations for a small fee. We establish wheth-

er or not the foundation is in need of repair. 

We can schedule the work quickly and all 

documents can be processed efficiently in 
the event your home is for sale. Our goal at 

AM-TEK is to provide accurate and timely 

evaluations, and if necessary, appropriate 

repair plans and professional installations. 

Call AM-TEK today at 936-327-6304

AM-TEK offers professional foundation repairs

Flower Beds | Tree Rings | Playgrounds
Color Options • Stone Texture

Rolled Texture • Continuous Edging

All-Curbs.com        936-247-2963

Pressure Washing and Garden Retaining Walls

“Beautifying Lake Livingston, one yard at a time.”

936-398-4295

Ponds  Site Prep
Land Clearing

Heat-related deaths in Texas likely undercounted
As Texans endure the dog days of summer, 

experts say deaths related to heat in Texas 
and nationwide are likely undercounted, the 
Texas Standard reported.

With climate change causing warmer days 
and nights, last year was the hottest on record 
in Texas. Though this summer has not been 
quite as brutal, those working outside are still 
at considerable risk.

In 2023, 365 people in Texas died directly 
from heat, and heat was named a contribut-
ing factor in another 197 deaths. Accounting 
for heat’s role in a death is challenging, how-
ever.

“The health impacts (of heat) are a little 
bit more subtle,” said cardiologist Sameed 
Khatana, assistant professor of medicine at 
the University of Pennsylvania. “They can be 
delayed. And trying to tease apart whether 
a death or an adverse health effect occurred 
due to the temperature is quite challenging.”

Heat has been called “the most dangerous 
phenomenon that workers face,” according 
to the Texas Standard story.
Overcrowding, understaffing force jails to 

move inmates
Jails both large and small are struggling to 

properly house incarcerated people, and mil-
lions in tax dollars are being spent to trans-
port inmates to other jails, sometimes in 
other states, The Texas Tribune reported.

The number of Texas inmates housed out-
side the county where they were arrested 
more than doubled from 2019 to 2024, from 
2,078 to 4,358. In June 2024, 41 percent of 
Texas county jails housed inmates elsewhere, 
according to the Texas Commission on Jail 
Standards.

“Counties are having to think outside the 
box,” said Ricky Armstrong, assistant director 
of the Texas Commission on Jail Standards. 

“We know there are some counties housing 
people out of state. It’s not something we rec-
ommend or encourage, but we see that as a 
necessary evil.”

Among the factors increasing the number 
of inmates held elsewhere: a law limiting who 
can be released from jail while awaiting trial; 
an overburdened mental health system; and 
a difficulty in finding jailers.

While law enforcement officials advocate 
for increased jail space to ease the problem, 
civil rights advocates and defense attorneys 
say the state should invest more in mental 
health services and alternatives to jail.

“We are addicted to carceral solutions,” 
Krish Gundu, co-founder of the Texas Jail 
Project, which advocates for people in Texas 
county jails, told The Tribune. “If we really 
cared about not having these people in jails, 
you’d look at why they are ending up in jail 
and solve the problem at the root.” 
Paxton threatens to sue over State Fair gun 

policy
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton says 

he will sue the City of Dallas if it does not 
change a new gun policy. The city plans to 
ban licensed gun holders from bringing 
weapons to the State Fair of Texas unless they 
are active police officers or qualified retired 
officers. The Dallas Morning News reported 

the fair announced the change after a shoot-
ing last year wounded three people.

A letter from the AG’s office to the city 
of Dallas said the new policy violates state 
law, which says cities and other entities can-
not ban handguns on government property 
unless there is a legal exception, such as for 
schools.

More than 70 Texas lawmakers issued 
a letter last week urging the fair to rescind 
its new policy, saying “gun-free zones are a 
magnet for crime because they present less 
of a threat to those who seek to do evil,” The 
News reported.

Meanwhile, the Houston Chronicle re-
ported Paxton will work at a food bank as 
part of a plea deal he made in March with 
prosecutors to close the securities fraud case 
against him. He is required to complete 100 
hours of community service and pay about 
$300,000 in restitution to the victims.

A cooler and wetter July for most of the 
state

The drought situation in Texas continues 
to ease, thanks in part to a wetter and cooler 
July, according to Mark Wentzel, hydrologist 
with the Texas Water Development Board. At 
the end of July, 20 percent of the state was in 
drought, down five percentage points from 
the end of June. That is the lowest extent of 
drought since October 2021.

“Precipitation varied considerably, with 
large areas of Central and East Texas getting 
twice their normal rainfall, while parts of 
West Texas and the Panhandle got less than 
25 percent of normal,” Wentzel wrote.

The return of the La Niña weather system 
is likely to bring warmer and drier tempera-
tures to the state this winter, according to 
Wentzel. Much of the drought area that re-
mains in Texas is in the Big Bend area, as well 

as in the Hill Country west of San Antonio.
TWDB adopts the first state flood plan
The state now has its first comprehensive 

statewide assessment of flood risk after the 
water development board voted to adopt the 
2024 State Flood Plan.

“Adopting the first-ever state flood plan is 
a monumental achievement for Texas,” said 
TWDB Chairwoman Brooke Paup.

The plan presents about 4,600 plans and 
projects from 15 regional flood planning en-
tities. Approximately one in every six people 
in Texas lives or works in known flood haz-
ard areas.

TWDB will produce a new state flood plan 
every five years.

Fraudulent banking website reported
The Texas Department of Banking is 

warning consumers to be aware of a fraudu-
lent banking website purporting to offer on-
line and in-person banking services. A fake 
bank calling itself “All Finance Bank of Tex-
as,” claiming to be located in Houston, and a 
website, allfinanbnktxus, are not known to be 
associated with a known bank.

“No bank doing business under the name 
All Finance Bank of Texas has been autho-
rized to provide banking services in Texas, 
nor is any bank by that name supervised by 
the Department of Banking, the FDIC, the 
Federal Reserve, or other U.S. regulatory au-
thorities,” TDB said in a news release.

Anyone with information or questions 
about the purported bank are urged to call 
TDB at 877-276-5554.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview, Fort Stock-
ton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capitol 
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By Gary Borders
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for assistance. They have visited more than 
95,000 homes and 1,189 public locations. 
FEMA has operated 33 Disaster Recovery 
Centers visited by more than 30,000 resi-
dents. More than 900 families with17,000 
members have stayed in hotels temporar-
ily at FEMA expense because they could 
not return to their homes.

The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) has approved $162.5 million 
in low-interest disaster loans to home-
owners, renters, private nonprofit organi-

zations, and businesses.
There is still time to apply for assis-

tance. Homeowners and renters in Aus-
tin, Bowie, Brazoria, Chambers, Fort 
Bend, Galveston, Harris, Jackson, Jasper, 
Jefferson, Liberty, Matagorda, Montgom-
ery, Nacogdoches, Orange, Polk, San Ja-
cinto, Shelby, Trinity, Walker, Waller and 
Wharton counties with uninsured losses 
from Hurricane Beryl who have not yet 
applied may be eligible for FEMA assis-
tance.

Homeowners and renters have several 
options to apply for FEMA assistance:

• Go online to DisasterAssistance.gov. 
• Download the FEMA App for mobile 

devices. 

• Call the FEMA helpline at 800-621-
3362 between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. Help is 
available in most languages. If you use a 
relay service, such as video relay (VRS), 
captioned telephone or other service, give 
FEMA your number for that service.

• Visit a Disaster Recovery Center. To 
find a center location near you go to fema.
gov/drc.

The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) is offering low-interest disas-
ter loans to homeowners, renters, private 
nonprofit organizations and businesses of 
any size. Applicants may apply online and 
receive additional disaster assistance in-
formation at SBA.gov/disaster or by call-
ing 800-659-2955.  SBA representatives 

are available to provide one-on-one assis-
tance to disaster loan applicants at the Di-
saster Recovery Centers throughout the 
affected area. Business Recovery Centers 
are operating at University of Houston 
Downtown, Marilyn Davies College of 
Business, Trini Mendenhall Community 
Center in Houston and East Montgomery 
County Improvement District in Mont-
gomery County.

To view an accessible video about how 
to apply visit: Three Ways to Register for 
FEMA Disaster Assistance - YouTube.

For more information, visit fema.gov/
disaster/4798. Follow FEMA Region 6 
on social media at x.com/FEMARegion6 
and on Facebook at @femaregion6.

BUDGET
Continued from page 1A

WHERE

WE

LIVE

EMPOWER OUR MEMBERS TO

THEIR PASSIONS

SAM HOUSTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

At Sam Houston EC, we are active 
members of our community. We take 
pride in serving our members and going 
the extra mile in everything we do. SAMHOUSTON.NET

WE FIND POTENTIAL
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$45

Out of County

$55

Out of State
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134 E 1st St
Groveton, Tx 75845

936-642-1726

1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION

E-Edition   $35
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Citizens
State
Bank

“Hometown banking with your neighbors and friends”
Citizens State Bank- Groveton

117 E. First St.
Groveton, Texas 75845

936-642-1444

Citizens State Bank- Corrigan

300 N. Home
Corrigan, Texas 75939

936-398-2566

B U T  I F  I ’ M  N O T ,  W H O  W I L L ?

Being a caregiver takes a special kind of commitment. 
We know your strength is super, but you’re still human.

F IND  SUPPORT  FOR  YOUR  S TRENGTH .

AARP.ORG/CAREG IV ING
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Methamphetamine use in East Texas: An ongoing battle
Special to the News-Standard

John, a resident of East Texas, struggled 
with methamphetamine addiction for several 
years. His life took a downward spiral as his 
addiction deepened, leading to severe health 
problems, strained family relationships, and 
legal troubles. 

John vividly remembers the physical toll 
and the mental struggles he endured.

Methamphetamine use remains a signifi-
cant public health challenge in East Texas. 
This highly addictive stimulant poses a severe 
risk to individuals and communities alike. A 
look into the current state of methamphet-
amine use within our region reveals how 
crucial to understand its impact, the signs of 
abuse, and the resources available for those in 
need.  

Despite these challenges, John’s turning 
point came when he was referred to the Alco-
hol and Drug Awareness Council’s treatment 
program. Initially hesitant, John gradually 
committed to the comprehensive treatment 
plan, which included detoxification, individ-
ual and group counseling sessions, and ongo-
ing support. The compassionate and profes-
sional staff at ADAC played a crucial role in 

his recovery, providing the necessary resourc-
es and support to help him rebuild his life.

Through the program, John reconnected 
with his family, repaired broken relationships, 
and found stable employment. Today, John is 
a strong advocate for addiction recovery, often 
sharing his story to inspire others struggling 
with similar issues. His journey underscores 
the importance of recognizing the signs of 
methamphetamine abuse early and seeking 
help from trusted organizations like ADAC.

The rise of fentanyl-laced methamphet-
amine has added another layer of danger. As 
Kim Bartel explains, “Due to the fentanyl, 
there is an increased risk of not only overdose 
but of severe side-effects.” This makes it even 
more crucial to be vigilant and proactive in 
addressing this issue.

Methamphetamine, commonly known as 
meth, crystal, or ice, has seen a resurgence 
in East Texas over the past decade. Accord-
ing to the Texas Department of State Health 
Services, methamphetamine one of the most 
reported drugs in substance abuse treatment 
admissions. 

In East Texas, this increase is alarming due 
to the drug’s potent addictive properties and 
the severe physical and psychological effects 

it has on users. 
Bartel, the Region Five Prevention Re-

source Center Program Manager, notes, 
“We’ve seen an increase in fentanyl-laced 
methamphetamine coming up from Mexico,” 
further complicating the issue. He went on to 
note that, “fentanyl contamination of other 
drugs has pushed East Texas to have the high-
est overdose per capita in Texas.” 

Methamphetamine use not only affects the 
individuals who use it but also has far-reach-
ing consequences for families, communities, 
and the broader society. The drug is linked 
to a range of issues, including severe health 
problems, such as chronic dental issues, skin 
sores, weight loss, and increased risk of infec-
tious diseases. 

Mental health issues are also prevalent, 
with users often experiencing anxiety, para-
noia, hallucinations, and violent behavior. 
Crime rates are notably affected by metham-
phetamine use, with a rise in both property 
crimes and violent offenses. Furthermore, the 
economic costs to the community are sub-
stantial, encompassing healthcare expenses, 
law enforcement efforts, and lost productivity.

Early detection of methamphetamine 
abuse can significantly improve recovery out-

comes. Common physical signs include rapid 
weight loss, dental issues (often referred to as 
“meth mouth”), skin sores, and hyperactivity. 
Behavioral signs to watch for include erratic 
behavior, paranoia, hallucinations, and social 
isolation.

For those struggling with methamphet-
amine use, immediate help is available. Com-
munity support is robust, with local organi-
zations like the Alcohol & Drug Awareness 
Council (ADAC) providing resources, sup-
port groups, and educational programs to as-
sist individuals and families affected by meth-
amphetamine use.

Methamphetamine use remains a criti-
cal issue in East Texas, impacting the health 
and safety of individuals and communities. 
By understanding the scope of the problem, 
recognizing the signs of abuse, and knowing 
where to find help, we can work together to 
combat this epidemic. Remember, recovery is 
possible, and support is available.

For more information and resources, please 
visit the Alcohol and Drug Awareness Coun-
cil’s website at http://www.adacdet.org or con-
tact our office directly at 1-800-445-8562. Let 
us work together to build a healthier, drug-
free East Texas.

Homecoming big, bold, and neon
Ex-students turn to nostalgia to recognize the 1984 Groveton Indian State Champs

Special to the News-Standard

GROVETON — The Groveton Ex-Stu-
dents Association will host the “big” home-
coming on Sept. 27 this year with a tribute to 
the 1984 state championship Indian football 
team.

GHS Homecoming 2024 Schedule
Sept. 27
8 a.m. — Meet and Greet, High School (Old 

Gym); Registration: Chairman Betty Kenne-

dy Whittlesey; refreshments: Debbie Bailey 
Wilson and Maria Plotts. Cookbooks will be 
available for purchase.

Noon — Lunch, Elementary Cafeteria or a 
downtown location of your choice

1 p.m. — Pep Rally, High School Gym
3 p.m. — Biennial Business Meeting-Old 

Gym
4 p.m. — Class reunions 1960-64, First 

Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
7:30 p.m. — Groveton Indians vs. Frankston 

Indians, John W. Reynolds Football Field
Half-time Crowning of our 2024 Home-

coming Queen, Band Sweetheart and Beau
After game Street Dance, Downtown
Sept. 28
8:30 a.m. — Parade Lineup at Football Field 

parking lot, Tim Coker, Chair 
9:15 a.m. — Parade entry judging (Cash 

prizes for first, second and third places)
10 a.m. — Parade Begins; route will be 

through downtown 

11 a.m. — Parade will disburse at the foot-
ball field via North Kenley Street

2:30 p.m. — Hall of Fame Reception, Old 
Gym; induction of honorees and announce-
ment of parade winners

5 p.m. — Class reunions 1970-74 at Riata 
on Main Street

Class reunions can be planned for that 
weekend; call Kathleen at (936) 642-1473. 
The Riata on Main has also been reserved as 
a gathering place.

www.easttexasnews.com
http://www.adacdet.org
www.assistance.gov
www.sba.gov/disaster
www.fema.gov
www.x.com/femaregion6
www.aarp.org/caregiving
www.houston.net
www.easttexasnews.com
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E
arlier this summer, we marked off the first full 
week of August on our calendars for a family 
vacation. Unlike most of our trips where we 

have numerous things planned to see and do, this one 
was different. We didn’t plan a thing. We simply wanted 
to get away, rest, relax and spend quality time with our 
daughter who is about to head off for college.

Having discussed multiple options, we ultimately 
chose to rent a cabin in Broken Bow, Okla. We didn’t 
realize until we got there that the cabin was actually 
located in Hochatown. Hochatown and Broken Bow are 
both charming little towns located in McCurtain County 
in the southeastern corner of Oklahoma, in the foothills 
of the Ouachita Mountains. The area is a haven for 
outdoor enthusiasts with its nearby Broken Bow Lake.

Hochatown is the second to hold the name after the 
first was flooded by the damming of the Mountain 
Fork River to create Broken Bow Lake. The lake was 
constructed in 1968 and filled and opened in 1970. 
Located along the Mountain Fork River, the lake is about 
eight miles north of the town of Broken Bow.

The land that would become Hochatown was owned 
by the Choctaw tribe, with 12 families moving into the 
area in the 1880s. Like Broken Bow, Hochatown grew 
around the Choctaw Lumber and Coal Company, 
gaining a post office in 1894 and becoming a bustling 
little town by 1900.

During the 1920s and 1930s, prime lumber supply 
dwindled and the lumber company moved to other 

local areas. Meanwhile, the community became noted 
for its moonshine production. The town’s heyday soon 
passed, however. The post office shut down in 1963 
and the last family left the site in 1966. The cemetery 
and town church were moved to higher ground while 
all the other buildings were destroyed and the area is 
now underwater. Today, the local economy is primarily 
supported by the influx of tourism around the lake and 
numerous parks.

Our cabin was comfortable and charming and located 
near Beavers Bend State Park. We spent several days 
exploring the park, as well as Broken Bow Lake and the 
Mountain Fork River. The entire area was absolutely 
beautiful.

Construction of the park began in 1935 by enrollees of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) through FDR’s 
“New Deal” program. Donations from local citizens 
were instrumental in the purchase of 1,200 acres of land 
for the park. Beavers Bend State Park is one of seven 
state parks in Oklahoma that were constructed by CCC 
enrollees.

Located within Beavers Bend State Park is the 
Forest Heritage Center, a museum and learning center 
“designed to explore humanity’s continuing relationship 
with the forest.” The center welcomes visitors to the 
heart of the Ouachita National Forest. The center was 
educational and fascinating with its various displays 
showcasing the integral impact of the timber industry 
throughout the area.

An unexpected surprise for us was the center’s 
temporary exhibit of the famous Smokey Bear paintings 
in celebration of Smokey’s 80th birthday. The historic 
paintings, created by Artist Rudy Wendelin between 
1977 and 1995, depict Smokey’s iconic image and 
message, “Only YOU can prevent wildfires.”

In addition to sightseeing and relaxing, we also 
enjoyed some good food at Buffalo Grill, Hochatown 
Saloon, Hochatown Swamp Booger Mercantile and one 
of our favorites, Grateful Head Pizza Oven & Tap Room. 

Inspired by the love and fellowship of DeadHeads – 
fans and followers of the band the Grateful Dead – two 
brothers wanted to share the experience of all the joy 
and fun of a live Dead show. Their dream was found 
in the bones of an old abandoned school house in the 
Ouachita Mountains where they sell “hippie-inspired 
pizza pies and cold draws of draft beer” and their slogan 
is “Make pizza not war.”

We wouldn’t have even known about Grateful Head 
had it not been for our friend Gary Davis who was there 
earlier this year with some of his BMX racing friends 
and enjoyed it and recommended it.

Our week relaxing went by all too quickly, but we 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and saw some beautiful 
country we’d never seen before. In fact, now that we’re 
familiar with the area, Hubby and I are already talking 
about returning, perhaps later this fall after we get 
Daughter settled in at college. It’s not a bad drive either – 
just a short four and half hours from Livingston.

BITE by BITE
Conquering My Culinary  
Bucket List One Dish at a Time

By Emily Banks Wooten

 “Traveling in the company of those 
we love is home in motion.”– Leigh Hunt

Relaxing with family 
in a beautiful setting

Known for its trout and bass, beautiful Broken Bow Lake is filled with cool clear water from the Mountain Fork River.

Brisket nachos

 at Buffalo Grill.

Hubby prepared 

“surf and turf” at the 

cabin one evening.

The classic 

burger and fries at 

Hochatown Saloon.

We selected the “Dire Wolf” 

(Old World Italian sausage, 

pepperoni, bacon, hamburger, 

Canadian bacon & Genoa 

salami) with jalapenos.

“‘What’s your favorite 
place?’ ‘I don’t have a 
favorite place, I have 
my favorite people. 
and, whenever I’m 
with my favorite 
people, it becomes my 
favorite place.’”

– Unknown

“Travel is rich 
with learning 
opportunities, 
and the ultimate 
souvenir is a broader 
perspective.”

– Rick Steves This year marks the 80th birthday of Smokey Bear. Grateful Head Pizza Oven & Tap Room is
the perfect place for pizza and cold beer.

www.easttexasnews.com
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The quest for a breakout season begins
By Scott Womack
TCNS correspondent

TRINITY — With the 2024 Texas High 
School Football Season rapidly approaching, 
the Trinity Tigers are preparing to take the 
field under the Friday Night Lights

On Friday, the Tigers hosted the Top 
10-ranked Lovelady Lions in the first of two 
organized scrimmages prior to the begin-
ning of non-district play. 

In what is basically considered a full-speed 
practice, with each team getting a set amount 
of offensive and defensive plays followed by 
one quarter of live football, the Lions and Ti-
gers embraced the opportunity to compete 

against a different team. 
The Lions took their first set of offensive 

plays first and attacked quickly completing a 
75-yard pass for a quick score. The Lions re-
mained on offense and took 9 plays to march 
down the field, but on a fourth-down play, 
the Tiger defense caused a fumble out of 
bounds. Due to the rules of scrimmage play, 
the Lions retained possession and scored on 
the final play of their offensive reps taking a 
two score lead.

The Tiger offense started sluggish, but a 
57-yard run by quarterback Turbo Maxey 
set the Tigers up at the Lion 20-yard line, af-
ter a 3-yard loss on the following play, Maxey 
found Aden Dubose in the end zone for a 

23-yard touchdown pass. 
The Lions and Tigers second team offens-

es were unable to score on their allotted plays 
and on the final set of 8 plays for each team 
the Lions were able to combine long pass 
plays and running plays to add another score 
to their tally. The Tiger offense was unable to 
sustain a drive to score on their eight plays. 

With the controlled portion of the scrim-
mage concluded, the teams played one 
12-minute timed quarter in game-like con-
ditions, with the exception of special teams 
play. The Tigers took the ball first and were 
unable to make a first down so a simulated 
30-yard punt gave the Lions the ball at their 
42-yard line. A 41-yard run set the Lions up 

at the Tiger 18-yard line and 4 plays later 
were able to punch the ball into the end zone 
from the 1-yard line. 

Neither team was able to effectively move 
the ball during the remainder of the quar-
ter and the Lions left the scrimmage with a 
4-touchdown-to-1 advantage over the Ti-
gers. 

The Tiger coaching staff commended the 
team on its effort and showed where im-
provements have been made and what areas 
are still in need of work. The Tigers will travel 
to Centerville Thursday night to scrimmage 
the Centerville Tigers in the final intersquad 
practice before hosting Hull-Daisetta on 
Aug. 30 at Tiger Stadium. 

Lady Indians take first in own tournament
TCNS staff

GROVETON — The Groveton Lady 
Indians went 4-1 in their early season 
tournament to claim first place, while the 
junior varsity took third place.

The varsity girls won over Crockett 2-0, 
over Leggett 2-0, over Colmesneil 2-0 and 

over an unnamed opponent 2-1. The team 
lost to Hudson 2-0.

On Aug. 13, the Lady Indians downed 
Kennard 3-0, with scores of 25-13, 25-19 
and 25-19.

Apple Springs
The Lady Eagles traveled to Palestine 

this past weekend to play some very tough 

opponents. 
While the team did not come out with a 

win in its 6 matches, Head Coach Denise 
Browning said the girls played incredibly 
competitively. 

“We are such a young team with five 
freshman and no seniors on our varsity 
squad,” she said. “We are focused now on 

running the system correctly and learning 
to play as a team. I am so incredibly proud 
of their hard work, teamwork, and their 
commitment to getting better.”

Trinity
The Lady Tigers were downed 3-0 — 

25-7, 25-12 and 25-7 — by Corrigan-
Camden.

Boys lost twice, girls win in season opener
TCNS staff

CENTERVILLE — The Centerville Junior 
High Bulldogs tipped off the 2024 basketball sea-

son last week against the Big Sandy-Dallardsville 
Wildcats.

The Boys A team lost 44-20. Drew Larsen led 
the team with 14 points, followed by Trinity Ner-

ren with 3 points and Tanner Kellum with 3 points.  
The Boys B Team lost 30-5. Cash Noack led 

with 3 points, and Brayson Nerren and Rylan 
Proctor each contributed 1 point.

Meanwhile, the Girls A Team defeated Big San-
dy 31-15. Avery Brown put on a scoring class with 
28 points, while Laura Rogers hit the remaining 3 
points.

Tiger Head Coach Shawn Stout talks with a junior varsity player 
after a tough play during Friday’s scrimmage against the Lovelady 
Lions.  PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS

The Tiger defensive line wraps up a Lovelady Lion running back..  
PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS

A Trinity defensive back wraps up a Lovelady receiver to stop a 
large gain. PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS

The Trinity Tiger quarterback runs past a Lovelady defender.  PHO-

TO BY TONY FARKAS

The Trinity running back gets trapped at the line of scrimmage. 
PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS

Trinity’s quarterback grabs a wide snap from the center to start 
the play. PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS

From Head Coach Shawn Stout’s viewpoint, the Tiger defense did several things well against the No. 
9 team in the state. PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS

Trinity and Lovelady line up for the next play in Friday’s scrimmage..  PHOTO BY TONY FARKAS
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 TCNS staff

The Trinity Lady Tigers won the bronze bracket title over the weekend by defeating Chester 43-18. 

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

l

l
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With Flex Drive you get lower monthly
payments than traditional financing
without all the restrictions and hidden
costs of leasing. Plus, you’ll enjoy all
the flexibility and benefits of vehicle
ownership.

Explore your options at cscutx.com/
flexdrive and 
apply today!

NEW! 
CSCU FLEX DRIVE

Huntsville, TX: 
250 FM 2821 Rd. W

2526 Montgomery RD

Everyone loves options! 

Text or Call
936-295-3980

Federally insured
by the NCUA

All Loans Subject to Credit Approval. 
Membership Eligibility Required.  Other

terms and conditions may apply.

CSCUTX.COM

Broken Arrow Pest Control, llc

936-646-3600Since 1976

Pests | Termites | Lawn

DING   DONG
THE ROACH IS DEAD

CORRIGAN SQUARE APTS.
Peace & Quiet

NOW leasing to over income residents.

1 Bedroom From $520
2 Bedroom From $650
Security Deposit $150

Call 398-4172
Office Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday   Some Rental Assistance Available   

116 Blue Bonnet Circle, Corrigan

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY


TDD#

800-735-2989

Groveton Funeral Home
& Monuments, Inc.

Serving families as we ourselves wish to be served.

Terry & Cristin Cartwright, Directors

Obituaries: 936-642-2053

Office: 936-642-1125
1019 West First Street• Groveton, Texas

www.grovetonfuneralhome.com

Low Cost Pet Wellness 
& Spay/Neuter Clinic

Brookshire Brothers • 10am-3pm
501 S Robb St • Trinity

Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month

Must have appointment for surgery

For information: www.dehartvetservices.com • 903-312-6422 or 903-590-7722

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

WE BUY OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

BID DEADLINE OCT. 7

855.755.2300   HilcoRealEstateSales.com

Subject to approval by U.S. Bankruptcy Court Western District of Texas (Austin).  

Case No. 23-10737-SMR I In re: Maya J ATX, LLC; Case No. 23-10736-SMR | In re: SAL ATX, LLC

Three Development 
Sites in Austin, Texas

Minutes from UT Austin & Downtown

•••••••••••••••••••
•••••••••••••••••••

BANKRUPTCY SALE

Multifamily, Student Housing & Single-Family Opportunities

• Ideally located in popular Austin neighborhoods

• Can be sold individually or in any combination

Find your prey with a newly renamed app
Special to the News-Standard

AUSTIN — The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department launched an 
updated version of the official mo-
bile app used by hunters and anglers 
across the state for harvest reporting, 
electronic onsite registration, digital 
license display, and more.

Formerly named My Texas Hunt 
Harvest, the mobile app will have an 
updated look and a new name, Texas 
Hunt & Fish, but will have all the 
same great features users are familiar 
with from the previous version of the 
app.

With the Texas Hunt & Fish mo-
bile app hunters and anglers can 
satisfy mandatory reporting require-
ments for wild turkey, white-tailed 
deer and alligator gar harvest, as well 
as complete electronic on-site regis-
tration for most public hunting sites 
accessed when using the Annual 
Public Hunt (APH) Permit. Fully 
digital license holders must use the 
Texas Hunt & Fish app to execute 
digital tags for deer, turkey, oversized 
red drum and spotted seatrout.

One of the newest features, 
launched during the 2023-24 hunt-
ing season, is the app’s ability to show 

Chronic Wasting Disease zones rela-
tive to the hunter’s location if they 
have the location services turned on.  

A full list of features includes:
• Online and offline functional-

ity – use the app regardless of data 
service once it has been installed and 
your account is connected

• Connect and display your hunt-
ing and fishing license (note that 
paper license holders must still carry 
physical tags when pursuing tagged 
species)

• Perform mandatory hunt har-
vest reporting for wild turkey, white-
tailed deer, and alligator gar

• Digitally tag harvested game and
fish (requires purchase of an appro-
priate digital hunting and/or fishing 
license)

• Track and view your harvest his-
tory

• Perform electronic onsite regis-
tration (eOSR) for many public hunt 
areas

• Download maps of many public
hunt areas for use with or without 
data service

• View CWD Zone boundaries
and, with location service enabled, 
determine your position in relation 
to the nearest zone

• Reportar su cosecha en español
o en inglés - report your harvest in
English or Spanish

Users not wishing to use the app 
can complete mandatory harvest re-
porting online.

Users that already have the old 
version of the app downloaded on 
their devices will need to update to 
the new version starting on Aug. 15 
to get all the latest features and to en-
sure proper app functionality.

Get the free Texas Hunt & Fish 
app in Apple and Google Play stores 
(links to download also available at 
tpwd.texas.gov/thf.

State works to keep your kids learning
With the start of the new school 

year, I want to wish our students 
continued success as they embark on 
another year of learning, opportunity, 
and lifelong memories. 

As students pour into the hallways 
and classrooms of schools across the 
state, I also want to acknowledge and 
sincerely thank the teachers, faculty, 
and administrators who have worked 
tirelessly to prepare for the new 
school year. These men and women 
play such a critical role in shaping our 
children’s future, and we owe them a 
debt of gratitude for their dedicated 
service.

With that, we’ll dive back into our 
examination of House interim charg-
es.

Public Education 

The House Committee on Public 
Education has jurisdiction over bills 
regarding public school systems, state 
programming of elementary and sec-

ondary education, and proposals to 
create or change school districts. 

The Committee also oversees state 
agencies such as the Texas Education 
Agency, the Texas representatives to 
the Education Commission of the 
States, the State Board for Educator 
Certification, and others. 

Over the interim, the Committee 
will monitor the implementation of 
House Bill 1605, Senate Bill 2124, and 
House Bill 2209. HB 1605 completely 
reformed how the Texas Education 
Agency and public schools acquire 
educational materials to ensure our 
schoolchildren have access to high-

quality, appropriate materials in the 
classroom. 

SB 2124 requires middle schools 
to develop an advanced mathematics 
program for their students to prepare 
students to enroll in Algebra I in 8th 
grade so that a larger number of stu-
dents can complete advanced math 
courses in high school.

HB 2209 established the Rural 
Pathway Excellence Partnership (R-
PEP) program, which allows rural 
school districts to form collaborative 
partnerships with colleges, universi-
ties, or businesses to expand oppor-
tunities for students to access college 
and career pathways. 

Additionally, the Committee will 
evaluate if Texas can increase educa-
tional opportunities in Texas to en-
sure that students and families have 
increased options to attend a high-
quality school, regardless of circum-
stance. 

The Committee also will examine 
the impact on student outcomes as 
a result of the increasing number of 
newly hired Texas teachers who are 
not certified by the State Board for 
Educator Certification and will make 
recommendations to enhance oppor-
tunities for uncertified teachers to be-
come certified, as well as strengthen 
parental rights and notifications. 

Finally, the Committee will evalu-
ate opportunities to improve stu-
dents’ early literacy and numeracy 
outcomes in Pre-Kindergarten 
through the third grade. It will study 
best practices for identifying students 
requiring reading and math interven-
tion and providing evidence-based 
intervention strategies. The Com-
mittee will recommend changes and 
evaluate investments to increase the 
number of students achieving read-
ing and math proficiency by the end 
of third grade.

The mobile office is still on the 
road this month, and our District 
Director looks forward to seeing you 
on Aug. 21 at the Houston County 
Courthouse Annex in Crockett from 
9-11 a.m. and the Trinity County 
Courthouse in Groveton from 1:30-
3:30 p.m.

As always, please do not hesitate to 
contact my office if we can help you 
in any way. My district office may be 
reached at (936) 634-2762 and my 
Capitol office may be reached at (512) 
463-0508. Additionally, I welcome 
you to follow along on my Official 
Facebook Page, where I will be post-
ing regular updates on what’s happen-
ing in your State Capitol and sharing 
information that could be useful to 
you and your family: https://www.
facebook.com/RepTrentAshby/. 

Trent Ashby represents District 9, 
which includes Trinity County, in the 
Texas Legislature.

Gary Borders

Capitol 
Update
By Trent Ashby

State Representative, District 9

Texas stars shine bright in Texas
The Paris 2024 Summer Olympics 

wrapped up recently, and the United 
States once again stole the show. Ameri-
can athletes racked up 40 gold medals 
and 126 total medals, leaving second-
place China trailing behind by 35 med-
als. 

But behind the stars and stripes, one 
state made a name for itself on the global 
stage: Texas.

In a stunning display of superior ath-
leticism and grit, Texas athletes brought 
home a staggering 41 medals, including 
16 gold, 14 silver, and 11 bronze. If Tex-
as were its own country, it would have 
ranked eighth in the world in terms of 
medals accumulated, outshining many 
established sports nations and cement-
ing its reputation as a global sports pow-
erhouse.

This achievement is no fluke. With 
our state’s vast size, diverse population, 
and deep-rooted sports culture, Texas 
has become a breeding ground for the 
world’s most decorated athletes in ev-
erything from swimming and track to 
gymnastics and basketball.

Simone Biles, a Houstonian and 
world-renowned gymnast, captivated 
audiences in Paris this year as she made 
a remarkable Olympic comeback. The 
crowd erupted in applause as she en-
tered the arena for one of the most tech-

nically challenging events in gymnas-
tics: the vault. 

Biles delivered a stunning perfor-
mance, executing her signature vault 
with precision and power, and earning 
her seventh Olympic gold medal. At 27, 
Biles now holds 11 Olympic medals and 
30 World Championship medals, se-
curing her place as the most decorated 
gymnast of all time.

Another Texas icon, Kevin Durant, 
played a key role in Team USA’s gold 
medal victory in men’s basketball. Du-
rant made history as the first men’s bas-
ketball player to win four Olympic gold 
medals, having previously led Team 
USA to victory in London, Rio, and 
Tokyo. He also became the first Texas 
Longhorn to medal in four Olympic 
Games.

The University of Texas at Austin (UT 
Austin) also had a stellar showing, with 
current and former student-athletes 
winning 16 medals in Paris, including 
six gold, seven silver, and three bronze. 
If UT Austin had competed as its own 
country, it would have ranked 16th in 
total medals and tied for 14th in golds. 

Other NCAA Division I schools in 
Texas also earned an impressive num-
ber of medals, with Texas A&M athletes 
winning five, the University of Houston 
earning two, and Baylor University and 
Texas Christian University each claiming 
one. The achievements of these schools 
highlight the incredible talent and com-
petitive spirit that defines Texas athletics.

The 2024 Paris Olympics will go down 
in history as a defining moment for 
sports in Texas. The Lone Star State’s im-

pressive medal haul is a testament to the 
hard work, dedication, and competitive 
spirit of our athletes. But more than that, 
Texas’ Olympic success reflects a deep-
rooted sporting culture that values and 
produces excellence at every level.

As our state continues to produce 
world-class athletes, its influence on the 
global stage is bound to grow as the leg-
acy of the 2024 Olympics inspires future 
generations of Texans to dream big and 
achieve greatness. Texas has proven that 
it’s not just a state, but a formidable force 
in the world of sports — a force that will 
continue to shape athletics at the Olym-
pic level for generations to come.

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, a Republican 
from Texas, is a member of the Senate 
Finance, Intelligence, and Judiciary com-
mittees.

John 
Cornyn

U.S. Senator

 for Texas

DID YOU KNOW EMBERS FROM AN 

UNATTENDED BACKYARD BONFIRE

CAN SPARK A WILDFIRE?

SPARK A CHANGE, NOT A WILDFIRE.

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES

SMOK E Y B E A R .COM
ARTWORK MADE OF WILDFIRE ASHES

www.easttexasnews.com
www.facebook.com/reptrent
www.tpwd.texas.gov/thf
www.smokeybear.com
www.estatesales.com
www.dehartvetservices.com
www.grovetonfuneralhome.com
www.cscutx.com
www.cscutx.com
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We Texans are blessed to live in 
the best state in the country for 
hunting deer. I’ve enjoyed hunting 
those big body deer up in North 
Dakota, the Golden Triangle in 
southwest Illinois and many other 
places but give me a good old fash-
ioned Texas deer hunt any day. 

The choice is ours whether to 
hunt the woods and fields of east 
Texas, venture down to the fa-
mous Texas Hill Country for a 
hunt or possibly head way south 
to the brush country for a chance 
at one of the heavy horned mon-
archs the region is known for. 
Looking for some mule deer veni-
son and antlers for the wall? Head 
to the beautiful Trans-Pecos re-
gion or for some really big mule 
deer, the Texas Panhandle. 

August is the month when we 
deer hunters begin to get fired 
up each year. It’s about 6 weeks 
until the opener of bow season 
and on many Texas ranches that 
are permitted by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, all legal means for tak-
ing deer are allowed at the begin-
ning of archery season and on 
through the end of February. The 
hunting shows have been in prog-
ress across the state with vendors 
displaying the latest and greatest 
thing in everything related to deer 
hunting. 

As deer hunters our goal is to 
ultimately get the deer out of the 
brush to present an ethical shot as 
close as possible and through the 
years, we have employed many 
ways to accomplish this. 

The use of baits and scents has 
always been legal in Texas and I’m 
positive it will remain so. There 
are few Texas ranches that do 
not use corn feeders during the 
fall months to concentrate deer, 
both bucks and doe. Buck hunters 
know that the does that pattern 
to the feeders during the summer 
will still be in the area come the 

breeding season (rut) and bucks 
will be on the move checking for 
receptive doe. 

A deer’s primary defense 
mechanism is its nose but deer 
also use that highly refined sniffer 
to attract mates as well as locate 
food. I’ve long been a believer in 
using scents to attract deer, both 
sex based scents as well as food. 

About this time last year, I met 
Mr. Paul Moore who by accident 
discovered the very best food at-
tractant I’ve used for deer. His 
company is called Vineyard Max 
and is based in Nacogdoches. The 
name might be a giveaway for 
you. Grape skins that previously 
were a throw away, the by prod-
uct of making wine is the primary 
ingredient in Vineyard Max Deer 
Attractant. 

Paul knew there must be a good 
use for those many tons of grape 
skins that were going to waste. At 
first he thought they would make 
a great mulch for flower beds and 
he used them for that but he soon 
learned that deer were flocking 
to his yard in record numbers, 
munching on the newly distrib-
uted grape skins. 

After testing the product for a 
season, Moore discovered deer 
were naturally attracted to the 
smell and taste of grape skins. His 
product is primarily hammer-
milled grape skins with a little 
corn chops and rice brand added. 

My first time to put Vineyard 
Max to the test occurred on a 
hunt out in Sterling County with 
my good friend Larry Weishuhn. 
There were still a number of doe 
permits that needed to be filled in 
late February . When Larry invit-
ed our mutual friend Jeff Rice and 
I out to hunt, I mentioned to my 
friends that I wanted to bring of 
this new grape based attractant to 
try out. I remember Larry telling 
me this would be a great testing 
ground because as far as he knew 
there wasn’t a grape vine, either 
wild or domestic anywhere near 
his least situated out in far west 
Texas. 

I was hunting with my .50-cali-
ber CVA Optima muzzleloader 
and hoped to get good video of a 
few deer being harvested. Larry 
had informed me that deer were 
plentiful on his lease and tak-
ing the required number of doe 

should be no problem. It wasn’t 
but we had to alter our hunting 
strategy a bit. I planned to set 
in an elevated blind over a corn 
feeder and post haste shoot the 
first fat doe that appeared on the 
scent. 

Soon after Larry dropped me 
off at a prime spot, I began seeing 
antlers coming from all points of 
the compass to the feeder. I had 
the camera rolling and waited for 
a doe, and waited and waited. At 
one point I had four bucks inside 
the feed pen and a couple younger 
bucks waiting for their chance to 
jump the fence and enjoy a late 
afternoon snack. After a couple 
hours of seeing plenty of bucks 
including a couple of impressive 
wall hangers, I begin to wonder 
what was causing this phenom-
enon.

Weishuhn arrived just after 
dark to pick me up and he also 
had seen only bucks. The rea-
son, he explained was not a lack 
of doe but the fact that the more 
aggressive buck was dominating 
the feeding stations, we needed 

to formulate a plan, and fast. We 
only had a couple days to hunt. 

“Why not bait several areas 
around the junction of heav-
ily used deer trails with this new 
Vineyard Max attractant? We can 
set up downwind in the brush 
during the afternoon hunt and 
see if we can pull those doe out of 
the brush. It won’t take long to see 
if the deer will come to this ‘new’ 
grape scent,” Weishuhn said as we 
were driving back to camp. 

After another morning hunt 
of watching numerous bucks but 
seeing zero doe, we proceeded to 
bait several spots with the grape 
based attractant. That afternoon, 
we each positioned ourselves in 
the thick juniper brush down-
wind of the baited areas. I actually 
shot my doe while walking up to 
my spot. She and other deer had 
obviously found the bait pile ear-
lier in the day as most of the at-
tractant was gone. Jeff had several 
doe and a yearling spike come to 
his bait pile just before dark and 
Weishuhn later shot a fine buck.

I’m sure we probably could had 

used the spot and stalk method 
and taken a few doe at longer 
range on this hunt but for film-
ing we needed to get the deer in 
closer. After spending over 60 
years hunting deer, I learn some-
thing new every season. My take 
away from last year is that deer 
love the smell and taste of grapes, 
regardless where one might be 
hunting. Deer also love corn and 
every hunter knows the golden 
kernels are the ‘go to’ bait in feed-
ers across the state. But I’ve found 
a bag of Vineyard Max mixed in 
with the corn or simply piled on 
the ground brings in traveling 
deer that would otherwise pass 
by. The smell brings in and there’s 
just something about the flavor 
of grape that deer are attracted to 
and caused them to keep coming 
back.

To learn more about this grape 
based attractant, visit www.vine-
yardmax.net Luke’s radio show, 
Catfish Radio with Luke Clayton 
now becomes a podcast each week 
and can be heard wherever pod-
casts are found. 

It’s time to think deer

Luke is baiting an area for deer with Vineyard Max Deer Attractant, made primarily with dried grape skins. 
There are many attractants on the market but this food based product that emits the smell of grapes brings 
deer in from a great distance.  PHOTO BY LARRY WEISHUHN

Caddo
FAIR. Water stained; 80 de-

grees; 1.65 feet above pool. An-
other week and another rain 
event so the lake is muddy and 
the bite slow. When the water 
settles and clears a dropshot or 
Texas rig in the river will land a 
bass. Work flukes, top water plugs 
and buzz baits or frog type baits 
around the pads and grass line. 
The bite has been slow with all 
the rain but the good thing is we 
will have current on the lake all 
the way through September, so 
the bite should continue all sum-
mer. Lake is still beautiful and 
majestic to come look at even if 
the bite is slow. Caddo is a one of 
a kind lake that God spoke into 
existence and we get to experi-
ence. Report provided by Vince 
Richards, Caddo Lake Fishing & 
Fellowship.

 Conroe
GOOD. Water slightly stained; 

86 degrees; 0.11 feet above pool. 
Catfish are still good. Seems like 
the spawn is winding down as 
few fish have eggs in them now 
and not nearly as bunched up on 
spots. There are lots more little 
bitty catfish being caught with 
some good eaters, and you can 
expect this to continue until the 
water cools in the fall. Large-
mouth bass are still doing good 
offshore and on docks working 
monster worms slowly. Report by 
Brad Doyle with Bradley’s Guide 
Service. Hybrids and white bass 
are scattered with some in schools 
in 18-26 feet of water. Fish are be-
ing caught with live bait, jigging 
a spoon, or trolling with a deep 
diver with a pet spoon as a trailer. 
Be sure to use a calmer jigging 
motion to get more hits. Crappie 
are in or around structure 12-21 
feet using minnows, jigs, or hair 
jigs. The bite has been very light, 
and shuts off as quickly as you get 
one in the boat. Always wear your 
life jacket and stay hydrated in 
this heat. Report by Mike Cason, 
Fishical Therapy.

 Fork
GOOD. Water Stained; 81 de-

grees; 0.09 feet above pool. Bass 
are fairly slow in the mornings, 
but there is a shaky head bite 
with yum dingers in both sizes on 
timber in 5-7 feet on breaklines. 
Best bite is Carolina rigs offshore 
in 15-25 feet on humps, road 
beds, points, all are producing. 
Big worms like blue fleck, tequila 
sunrise and plum seem to be best 
10-12 inches. Crankbaits are still 
good over channel catfish bends 
deep humps and road beds. Shad 
patterns and chart blue back 

XD 6 - XD 8 are best, Report by 
Marc Mitchell, Lake Fork Guide 
Service. Black bass are chasing 
topwater patterns early in the 
day and later in the day when it 
is dark. Check out the brush piles 
as big bass are using them to feed 
on crappie. Bream are excellent 
in the shallows on wooly bug-
gers and small poppers. Report 
by Guide Alex Guthrie, Fly Fish 
Fork Guide Service. Lake Fork 
crappie fishing is in full time 
summer pattern. Huge numbers 
of black crappie are loading up 
at the base of trees, on main lake 
points and lay downs. There are 
still good numbers of white crap-
pie on brush piles and in trees. 
Focus on areas in 14-22 feet for 
the most fish. The bite has been 
finicky when fishing for schools 
of fish. Minnows on very small 
gold Aberdeen hooks and 6-8 
pound test fluorocarbon line has 
been the go to set up. Small hand 
tied jigs in natural colors are also 
working if you swim them over 
and get those fish to chase and 
grab. Even if you see a hundred 
fish in a group just catch the few 
more aggressive fish and move 
on if you want to catch numbers. 
Larger soft plastics should still 
work on bigger white crappies 
that are solo on timber. The cat-
fish bite is still red hot. You can 
load the boat fast in roosting ar-
eas that have overnight birds in 
the trees. We are also seeing big 
numbers of catfish on main lake 
points in 14-28 feet around tim-
ber. If you find an area with lots 
of bait the catfish will be close 
by. Bait an area with cattle cubes 
or sour grain to group those fish 
up. Then use your prepared bait 
of choice to get those fish biting. 
Report by Jacky Wiggins, Jacky 
Wiggins Guide Service.

 Houston County
SLOW. Water stained; 85 de-

grees; 0.23 feet above pool. Fish-
ing patterns are consistent. Sun-
fish are good. Crappie are slow on 
minnows and jigs. Bass are slow 
midday, with the best bite in the 
morning.

 Lake O’ the Pines
GOOD. Water stained; 90 de-

grees; 1.63 feet above pool. Chan-
nel catfish are good in 15-20 feet 

of water in the bridge shade. 
Channel catfish bite in 3-4 feet 
of water under trees. Crappie are 
good in 16-25 feet in standing 
timber with minnows on a cork. 
Report by Joey Crews, Lake Bob 
Sandlin Chubby Chaser Guide 
Service. Solid summer pattern is 
holding steady for the bass. Bass 
are good with schooling activ-
ity starting to pick up. Follow 
the shad to find the bass. There 
is still some bass in the bushes 
along the banks pitching Texas 
rigged worms and jigs, or wacky 
rigs. Bass are good on brush piles 
on points on the south end of the 
lake in 15-25 feet of water with 
deep running crankbaits, jigs, 
wacky worms and Texas rigs. 
The north end of the lake is pro-
ducing catches on the grass and 
bushes. Report by Mike Stroman, 
R & R Marine.

 Livingston
GREAT. Stained; 88 degrees; 

1.18 feet below pool. White bass 
bite is excellent in 10-20 feet of 
water with white and chartreuse 
Ducktracker slabs. Report by Mi-
chael Richardson, Lake Livings-
ton Adventures.

 Martin Creek
GOOD. Water normal stain; 

101 degrees; 0.13 feet below pool. 
Martin Creek is at full pool, 101 
degrees south of trestle and the 
clarity is clear. Bass are good 
along the hydrilla with swim-
baits, watermelon red weightless 
senkos and Ribbit frogs. Crappie 
are excellent on deep brush and 
standing timber in 25 feet of wa-
ter. The fish are suspended at 18-
20 feet using minnows for best 
bite. When you find the crappie 
you also have found big catfish 
using live bait on rod and reel 
with bait near bottom. Report by 
Hambone Guide Service.

 Nacogdoches
EXCELLENT. Water stained; 

86 degrees; 0.24 feet below pool. 
Largemouth bass are excellent off 
the bottom in 18-25 feet of water 
on deep diving crankbaits, Caro-
lina rigs and dropshots. Crappie 
are excellent on brush piles with 
crappie jigs. Catfish are slow on 
cut bait and live minnows. Re-
port by Cal Cameron, Cal’s ETX 
Guide Service.

 Naconiche
FAIR. Water stained; 88 de-

grees; 0.50 feet above full pool. 
We have dried out and the heat 
is on setting the fish to be in full 
summer mode going forward. 
Keep an eye on the thermocline 
because this tells you the exact 
depth to present your offering. 
Even over deep water, do bot go 

below this line. Found quality 
bass holding tight to submerged 
timber with a Texas rigged Mag-
worm. The days of Mag-worm 
fishing are probably here for the 
next several months. This is a 
popular tactic, but another ap-
proach is a Tokyo-rig. If you 
catch them schooling, chunk an 
underspin or a spook style top-
water at them. Crappie popula-
tion is good. Catfish are slow. 
Report by Eric Wolfe, NacoTack 
Fishing Services. Largemouth 
bass are excellent on large glide 
baits and swimbaits. Crappie are 
good for size but quantity is low, 
on brush piles with chartreuse 
crappie jigs. Catfish are slow on 
cut bait and live minnows. Re-
port by Cal Cameron, Cal’s ETX 
Guide Service.

 Pinkston
GOOD. normal stain; 86 de-

grees. Largemouth bass are ex-
cellent medium diving crank-
baits and swimbaits. Crappie are 
fair for numbers of catches with 
live minnows on standing tim-
ber. Catfish are slow on cut bait 
and live minnows. Report by Cal 
Cameron, Cal’s ETX Guide Ser-
vice.

 Raven
SLOW. Water slightly stained; 

88 degrees. Huntsville State Park 
was hit directly by Hurricane 
Beryl, and is closed due to storm 
damage. We apologize to our an-
glers who were hoping to get on 
the water this week. Call for up to 
date information.

 Sam Rayburn
GOOD. Water stained; 83 de-

grees; 4.27 feet above pool. The 
bite for all species seems to im-
prove when the water is being 
generated. This stirs the water, 
breaking up the thermocline. 
Bass are slow in shallow water 
with many smaller fish being 
caught on frogs, and spinnerbaits. 
Deeper bass bite is fair with Caro-
lina rigs. Crappie are slow in the 
morning, but improve midday. 
Catfish are all over the lake in 20 
feet of water and in 12 feet of wa-
ter in the creek channels. White 
bass are on points in the south 
end of the lake near the dam. Re-
port by Captain Lynn Atkinson, 
Reel Um N Guide Service. As the 
lake continues to drop fish are 
going to be moving to traditional 
summer locations pending the 
thermocline depth. Bass are good 
early morning on shallow main 
lake points with medium or deep 
diving crankbaits, and topwa-
ters. Main lake ledges with Caro-
lina rig shaky head and spoons. 
Brush piles shallower than the 

thermocline with Texas rigs, jigs 
or Carolina rigs. The thermo-
cline is actively fluctuating and 
will continue to do so while lake 
level changes. Navigate with cau-
tion watching for floating debris, 
trees, and stumps. Report by 
Hank Harrison, Double H Preci-
sion Fishing.

 Toledo Bend
GOOD. Water slightly stained; 

91 degrees; 1.42 feet below pool. 
The lake is slowly releasing wa-
ter and conditions are normaliz-
ing. Hot weather has slowed the 
bass bite during the day. There is 
little to no topwater action in the 
morning while fish stay close to 
bottom in 8-14 feet and 16-22 feet 
of water. Target bass slowly work-
ing a Texas or Carolina rig. On a 
day with light wind, shallow and 
deep diving crankbaits are work-
ing. Now the best bite has been 
at night, and with the full moon 
coming it will only improve. The 
best bite is on big spinnerbaits on 
main lake points in 10-16 feet of 
water, but while a Texas rigged 
worm or 9-10 inch lizard are not 
catching numbers these baits 
are landing fish up to 9 pounds. 
Crappie are still hit-or-miss over 
the lake, but it seems like the mid 
lake area from around the bridge 
north a few miles has been the 
best. Minnows are best but jigs 
will land a few bites focusing on 
brush piles and standing timber. 
Report by Stephen Johnston, 
Johnston Fishing.

 Tyler
GOOD. Water stained; 80 de-

grees; 0.19 feet above pool. Rain 
and cooler weather in the fore-
cast for the weekend. Crappie are 
good using minnows and jigs on 
brush in 16 feet of water. Catfish 
are good in 12-16 feet of water 
nightcrawlers, shrimp, and liver. 
Bream are good on red worms 
off the barge and throughout the 
lake. Bass are good on crankbaits, 
plastic worms and topwater frogs. 
Carp are biting minnows, worms, 
and dough bait. Report by The 
Boulders at Lake Tyler.

 Welsh
FAIR. Water stained. 106 de-

grees. There has been a fish kill in 
certain areas of the lake. It is be-
lieved to be related to low oxygen 
levels in the water. If anyone sees 
dead or dying fish call the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 24-hour hot-
line, 512-389-4848.

 Wright Patman
GOOD. Water stained; 83 de-

grees; 3.65 feet above pool. The 
lake level is high and water is 
being released. Be sure to check 
ramp status before heading out.

PINEYWOODS

REPORT

www.yardmax.net
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Melder Real Est ate
936-642-0030 •  936-293-0030

153 E. Front  St reet  •  Groveton, Texas 75845

Phil Hat horn, Realt or
philhat horn@windst ream.net  •  www.melderrealest ate.com

9 acres, Hwy. 94/Bill Jones Rd, corner acreage with county road 
and paved frontage, new survey, utilities available, great location.

Home near Lake Livingston, off FM 356, recently remodeled, 
4/2, water view, boat ramp, subdivision.

2/2 Home in White Rock Estates off FM 356 near Lake Livingston.  
Lots of storage for all of your toys and walking distance to the lake.
 
3/2,  DWMH on 2 acres and barn, in the Helmic community on 
Sullivan Rd.

Church Building, located on hwy. 287 S. in Groveton one acre, 
can be remodeled for home or business.

3.49 Wooded Acres, FM 233, public water and electrical available.

Recently remodeled home on 2 acres in Pennington, office 
building, storage building, 2 car garage.

Member of HAR, TAR, NAR, HOUSTON MLS

Consumers's LP Gas & Appliance Co.

Consumers's LP Gas & Appliance Co.
CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY

9884 FM 1617 • TRINITY, TX 75862 • (936) 594-2156

AREA DIGEST

Fair meeting set
The Trinity County Fair & 

Livestock Show Board will hold 
a meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Farm Bureau Meeting 
Room, 123 S. Devine St.

All interested parties are wel-
come to attend.

Author to speak
The Republican Women of 

Trinity County are hosting an 
evening with Nick Adams, an 
author of works on patriotism 
and founder of Foundation for 
Liberty and American Great-
ness.

The event will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 27 at River of 
Life Church, 2390 Highway 19 
South, in Trinity. There is no 
charge.

For information, contact 
Barbara Chamberlin, RWTC 
president, at (936) 222-2590, or 
by email at republicanwomen-
trinityco@gmail.com.

Fair donations needed
The 2024 Trinity Commu-

nity Fair and Livestock Show 
is coming up Sept. 19-21 at the 
Trinity Community Center and 
Sale Barn.

The theme for the TCFA 
Fair this year is “Hats Off to 75 
Years.” 

These kids work hard to raise 

their animals, and the Trin-
ity Youth Livestock Show and 
Auction is very important to 
them. Please help by donating 
to the Trinity Buyer’s Group.

Donations can be sent to 
Trinity Buyer’s Group, P.O. Box 
1362, Trinity, TX 75862. For 
information, call George or 
Theresa Gallagher at (936) 661-
5707.

Vets hold raffle
Trinity County Veterans Wall 

of Honor Society is holding its 
annual fundraiser, and tickets 
for the raffle are available.

The 17th annual fundraiser 
will be held from noon to 6 
p.m. Oct. 26 at Scheelbillies Sa-
loon, 5665 FM 356, in Trinity.

Costs for the raffle tickets 
are $1, or six tickets for $5, and 
the drawing will be held at the 
event, which includes food and 
a live auction.

Raffle prizes include a 9 mm 
pistol, lottery tickets, gift cards 
and cash, and 12 numbers will 
be drawn.

For information or to pur-
chase raffle tickets, call Bill 
Reeves at (936) 661-7107, 
Trish Meigs at (713) 589-8731 
or Craig Hatton at (832) 992-
6352.

Conservation expo set
The Piney Wood Lakes Chap-

ter of Texas Master Natural-
ist is presenting an East Texas 
Conservation Expo, set for 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Sept. 14 at the Polk 
County Commerce Center in 
Livingston.

Topics include forestry, pond 
management, wildlife manage-
ment, pasture restoration, na-
tive planting and youth activi-
ties, among others.

There will be boots, work-
shops, demonstrations and 
speakers, as well as vendors 
both inside and outside of the 
exhibition hall.

The event is free to the pub-
lic; however, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife will offer a hunter edu-
cation course for $15.

For information, email et-
conservationexpo@gmail.com.

Open gym night
The Groveton Change Club 

presents Open Gym Night on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays begin-
ning Tuesday.

The times will be from 6-7 
p.m. at First Baptist Church 
Gymnasium, 126 N. Devine 
Ave., in Groveton.

Activities include basketball, 
pickleball, volleyball and bad-
minton with adult fitness class-
es coming soon. All children 
under 18 must be supervised 
by a parent or guardian. 

For more information, please 
call (936) 642-1421.

GOP Ladies meet
The Republican Women of 

Trinity County meet the third 
Tuesday of each month. All Re-
publican women are welcome 
to attend. 

Meetings are held at the Trin-
ity County Community Center 
at 2693 US Hwy 297, Groveton. 
For more information, contact 

republicanwomentrinityco@
gmail.com, message our Face-
book page or text (281) 467-
8626.

Church program set
Calvary Baptist Church in 

Trinity invites children from 
3 years old through the fifth 
grade to join in a fun-filled 
AWANA program that runs ev-
ery Wednesday night from 6-8 
p.m. 

For information, contact the 
church at (936) 594-3611. 

Band holds fundraiser
The Roaring Tiger High 

School Band is holding a flag 
subscription fundraiser.

For a $50 annual fee, a mem-
ber of the band will deliver and 
pick up an American flag with 
an 8-inch flagpole for each pa-
triotic holiday throughout the 
year — Presidents Day, Memo-
rial Day, Independence Day, 
Flag Day, Labor Day, Patriots 
Day and Veterans Day.

A PVC pipe should be placed 
in the soil below the grass lev-
el for the flag, which will be 
placed two to four days prior 
and removed two to four days 
after, weather permitting. The 
flag, pole and pole mount will 
be property of the band.

Contact roaringtigerband@
trinityisd.net for more infor-
mation or to obtain a registra-
tion document.

Veterans museum hosts 
events 

HEARTS Veterans Museum 
hosts HAM radio class/testing 

at the Walker County Storm 
Shelter on the second Saturday 
of every month from 9-11 a.m. 

For more info email festi-
val@heartsmuseum.com or call 
(936) 295-5959. 

Delivery available 
Martin Senior Center in 

Trinity now offers meal deliv-
ery to those over 60 that qualify 
for the service. 

Guests also are welcome to 
enjoy mahjongg on Monday 
afternoons, bingo on Tuesday 
mornings, dominoes on Fri-
day mornings and puzzle at any 
time. 

The center is looking to hold 
health and exercise programs 
in the near future. 

For information, call the cen-
ter at (936) 254-2625. 

Helping hands 
Ladies in Action, 307 N. Main 

St. in Groveton, will hand out 
bags of food the third Thursday 
of every month from 8-10 a.m.

Additionally, the group is 
having a clothing sale through 
the end of January on all 
clothes.

Soup kitchen available
Burning Hope Baptist 

Church on FM 356 in Trinity is 
offering a soup kitchen. 

Meals will be served begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Fridays to anyone. 

There is no charge for the 
meal, but donations will be ac-
cepted.

For information, call the 
church at (936) 594-3623.

Nominate your 
favorite businesses 
and services for 

Best of Trinity County. 

Go to easttexasnews.com
Nominations end August 31. 

 Come back to vote September 1-30.

FOR GREAT DEALS

936-642-1726 or 936-594-2126

Trinity County News-Standard Classifieds

www.gmail.com
www.trinityisd.net
www.easttexasnews.com
www.melderrealestate.com
www.easttexasnews.com
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       re you looking to 
         earn some money 
          this summer?
You can become an 
entrepreneur! That’s 
a person who starts a 
business.

Fill in the missing vowels 
to discover some ideas for 
types of businesses YOU 
can start this summer!

Look through the 
newspaper and make a 
list of all the businesses 
mentioned. Group these 
businesses into groups 

such as restaurants, 
stores, manufacturers, 
etc. Put each list into 
alphabetical order.

Standards Link: Research: 
Organize information from 
research into categories.

Business
Search

One way to make money is to get a job. But that is not possible for 
everyone. Often times kids can’t get jobs because they are too young.

But that hasn’t stopped kids around the world from finding clever 
ways of earning some cash. Some kids, like Jason, turn doing 
something they love into a way of earning money.

Look at each of the following pictures. Write down ways a 
business you could start might be able to help.

An entrepreneur (on-trah-preh-nyur) is a person 
who sees a way to earn some money by solving a 
particular problem.

For example, lots of kids have learned that thirsty 
people on hot days will pay for a cold glass of 
lemonade.

Can you see the job opportunity in each of these 
pictures? Look at each picture. What problems do 

     you see here? 
     What kind of 
      help might 
       they be 
       willing to 
        pay for?

What is the difference between 
a “want” and a “need”? 

Give an example of each.

What’s the 
Difference?

The noun opportunity means 
a chance, especially one that 
offers some kind of reward.

OPPORTUNITY

Try to use opportunity 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Taylor got the opportunity 
to see his name in print when 

his essay was published in 
the newspaper.

This week’s word:

Chris:
Beth:
Kate:
Amy:

$1.35
87¢
$1.03
93¢

Label each pocket with each 
person’s name.

Look through the newspaper for five prices 
under $100. Round each one to the nearest 
dollar. Then look for five prices over $100 
and round them to the nearest dollar. Have 
a parent or friend check your work.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Round to the nearest dollar.

Round It

ANSWER: There’s never any change in it.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

PARTICULAR

LEMONADE

SOLUTION

BUSINESS

THINKING

PROBLEM

IDEAS

START

OFTEN

JOBS

CASH

HELP

MAKE

BANK

A

B

U

S

I

N

E

S

S

L

E

N

T

I
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E
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R

M

E
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O

C

E

D

A

N

O

M

E

L

I

L

H

T
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N
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S

R
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P
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E
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P
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M

O
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E

N

R

G

N

I

K

N

I

H

T

Do the math to reveal the answer to this riddle.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Addition and subtraction to 40.

Standards Link: Economics: Students know 
that entrepreneurs are people who use resources to produce innovative 
goods and services they hope people will buy.

What’s an entrepreneur?

Entrepreneurial Thinking

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

www.easttexasnews.com
www.kidscoop.com
www.kidscoop.com/activity-pages
www.elrodlawtx.com
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Legal  Notices

ADVERTISEMENT AND INVITATION FOR BIDS The 
CITY OF TRINITY will receive bids for WATER SYSTEM 
IMPROVEMENTS - Site 18 Rockdale Booster GLO MIT 
22-082-021-D447 until 3:30 PM on September 19, 2024 at 
City of Trinity City Hall Council Room, 101 West Madison 
Street, Trinity, Texas 75862. At said time and place, the bids 
will be publicly opened and read aloud Bids are invited for 
several items and quantities of work as follows: •  30,000 
gallon ground storage tank •  Two centrifugal booster 
pumps •  CMU Pump Building •  Chloramination system 
with FRP enclosure •  Fencing •  Piping •  Generator • Asso-
ciated WorkBid/Contract Documents, including Drawings 
and Technical Specifications are on file at GLS, 1609 South 
Chestnut, Suite 202, Lufkin, TX 75901 Bid/Contract Docu-
ments, including Drawings and Technical Specifications 
are on file and may be reviewed at GLS, 1609 S. Chestnut, 
Suite 202, Lufkin, Texas 75901 (936) 637-4900. Bid/Con-
tract Documents may be viewed and downloaded free of 
charge (with the option to purchase hard copies) at www.
civcastusa.com. A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of 
the bid issued by an acceptable surety shall be submitted 
with each bid. A certified check or bank draft payable to the 
CITY OF TRINITY or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds 
(as par value) may be submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond. The 
successful Bidder will be required to furnish a Performance 
Bond, Payment Bond and Maintenance Bond each in the 
amount of the contract. The award will be made on the ba-
sis of the lowest responsive, responsible bidder. The project 
will be financed with assistance from the Texas Department 

of Agriculture (TDA) under the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) program and is subject to all appli-
cable Federal and State laws and regulations. Attention is 
called to the fact that not less than, the federally deter-
mined prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage 
rate, as issued by the Texas Department of Agriculture Of-
fice of Rural Affairs and contained in the contract docu-
ments, must be paid on this project. In addition, the suc-
cessful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants 
for employment are not discriminated against because of 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual identity, gender identity, or 
national origin. Section 3, Minority Business Enterprises, 
and Women Business Enterprises, and Historically Un-
derutilized Business firms are encouraged to submit bids. 
The CITY OF TRINITY reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids or to waive any informalities in the bidding. Bids 
may be held by CITY OF TRINITY for a period not to 
exceed 75 days from the date of the bid opening for the 
purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the bid-
der’s qualifications prior to the contract award. Adherence 
to the grant recipient’s Section 3 Policy is required for all 
contracts and subcontracts. All contractors/subcontrac-
tors whose System for Award Management (SAM.gov) 
registration is not active or that are debarred, suspended 
or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation 
on federal assistance programs may not undertake any ac-
tivity in part or in full under this project. CITY OF TRIN-
ITY Billy Goodin, Mayor August 22, 2024

City of Trinity accepting bids for water system improvement

GROVETON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that bids for used school vehicles will be received by the Groveton Indepen-
dent School District until Thursday, September 5, 2024 until 12:00 p.m., at which time bids will be 
opened in the Groveton ISD administration office.  Bids will be accepted on each individual vehicle, 
all vehicles are being sold as is, and the minimum bid of each vehicle is set at $500.00.  Groveton 
Independent School District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, or to waive any infor-
mality in the bidding.  For additional details, please contact the district superintendent’s office in 
person between the hours of 8:30 am and 3:30 pm, or call (936)-642-1473.
Bids are being requested on the following:           
Vehicle 
Description

Year Brand Fuel 
Type

VIN #

School Bus 2002 Thomas Diesel 4UZAAXBW-
83CK91227

School Bus 1999 Thomas Diesel 4UZ6CFAA2Y-
CG07232

School Bus 2013 International Diesel 4DRU-
AAN3EB482144

School Bus 2001 International Diesel 1HVBRA-
BL72B918311

School Bus 2008 International Diesel 4DRBUSK-
N49B133214

School Bus 2009 International Diesel 4DRBUSK-
N7AB242013

School Bus 1996 Thomas Diesel 1HVBBA-
BL9VH398697

School Bus 2006 Thomas Diesel 4UZAAXDCX-
7CW64910

AG Truck (Du-
ally)

2004 Ford Diesel 1FTWW-
32P84EC14618

By order of the Groveton Independent School District Superintendent
Jim Dillard
Groveton Independent School District
207 North Main Street
Groveton, TX 75845
(936)-642-1473 Ext 8001

Town Hall in Houston County
Last Tuesday, I visited Latexo in 

Houston County for a town hall. 
This event was also an opportunity 
to recognize the Latexo UIL math 
team on winning their 12th con-
secutive state championship. 

Coach Cravens and the students 
at Latexo represent the best of our 
community. I enjoyed getting to 
speak to constituents and engage in 
discussion about current events im-
pacting our country, from localities 
to the federal level. 

Thank you to everyone who 
came, town halls are an essential 
part of driving the change you want 
to see. 
Lufkin/Angelina County Cham-

ber of Commerce
On Wednesday morning, I 

joined the Lufkin/Angelina County 

Chamber of Commerce as a guest 
speaker for their Governmental Af-
fairs Program. This is a quarterly 
program hosted by the Lufkin/An-
gelina County Chamber of Com-
merce for their chamber “investors.” 

This was a great opportunity for 
me to hear firsthand about the chal-
lenges and successes of local busi-
nesses. Through the dedication of 
community stakeholders working 
together to do their jobs well, we 
can ensure that our communities 

remain prosperous.
Texas Farm Bureau lunches

Throughout the week, I had the 
pleasure of sitting to lunch with 
members of the Texas Farm Bureau 
in East Texas and Central Texas. 
Keeping an open line of conversa-
tion between lawmakers and the ag-
riculture community is crucial for 
developing legislation that is sup-
portive of our producers. 

We discussed the importance of 
passing the 2024 Farm Bill for fund-
ing the agricultural sphere.

Leadership at SFASU
Stephen F. Austin State Univer-

sity has welcomed a new president 
to oversee their top-notch academic 
and athletic programs, Dr. Weaver. 

I got to meet President Weaver 
and discuss his plans for continued 

growth in enrollment and excel-
lence in academics at SFASU. I am 
confident that the vibrant commu-
nity of SFASU will thrive under the 
leadership of President Weaver. 

Axe ‘em, Jacks! 
Military Officers Association of 

America
Thursday night, I had the oppor-

tunity to address the Heart of Texas 
Chapter of the Military Officers As-
sociation of America. The MOAA 
is the nation’s largest association of 
uniformed service members and 
their spouses. 

Their mission of advocating for 
the military community through 
providing scholarships to children 
of uniformed servicemembers and 
supporting veterans in crisis is ad-
mirable. It was an honor to spend 

time with members of the MOAA. 
Save the Date: Service Academy 

Forum
This September, my office will 

be hosting the 2024 Central Texas 
U.S. Service Academy Forum. This 
is a great opportunity for students, 
parents, and educators to come and 
learn about the admissions process 
to all five U.S. Service Academies. 

The forum will include time to 
meet with congressional and acade-
my representatives, an academy ad-
missions panel, and congressional 
panel. There will also be opportu-
nities to hear about the admissions 
process from parents, the Academy 
Board, and cadets/midshipmen. 

Pete Sessions represents District 
17, which includes Trinity County, in 
the U.S. House of Representatives.

Gary Borders

In Session
By Pete Sessions

US Representative, District 17

State to keep hot foods coming

Special to the News-Standard

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott announced that the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commission received federal approval extend-
ing the time that Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program recipi-
ents impacted by Hurricane Beryl can purchase hot foods and ready-
to-eat meals with their benefits until Sept. 15. 

Bowie, Cass, Fayette, Morris, Panola, Red River, and Washington 
counties were also added to the list of counties approved in July for 
hot foods.

“As Texas continues to help communities recover and rebuild from 
Hurricane Beryl, it is critical that SNAP recipients have access to hot 
foods and ready-to-eat meals,” Abbott said. “This extension and the 
addition of seven new counties will allow impacted Texans to have 
access to fresh, quality hot foods to feed themselves and their fami-
lies. I thank the Texas Health and Human Services Commission for 
working tirelessly with our federal partners to provide healthy foods 
for our fellow Texans.”

“By extending the waiver for hot food and adding additional coun-
ties, we’re making sure that those still recovering from the storm have 
what they need,” said Molly Regan, HHSC Deputy Executive Com-
missioner of Access and Eligibility Services. “We’re grateful to be able 
to offer this for Texans in need.”

Federal approval allows SNAP recipients to purchase hot foods 
with their Lone Star Cards at participating retailers through Septem-
ber 15. SNAP recipients initially had until Aug. 14 to make those pur-
chases. Hot foods include rotisserie chicken, grocery store deli items, 
and other food that is hot at the point of sale.

No action is required by SNAP recipients to receive this additional 
benefit.

Any Texan in need can apply for benefits, including SNAP and 
Medicaid, at YourTexasBenefits.com or by using the Your Texas Ben-
efits mobile app to manage their benefits. To find local resources, 
such as food or shelter, dial 2-1-1 and select Option 1.

Special to the News-Standard

AUSTIN — The Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center and 
the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation have released a 
new public service announcement with helpful tips for avoiding pos-
sible credit card skimmers in gas pumps.

The video on TDLR’s YouTube channel (https://youtu.be/M1bhD-
P722LU) discusses how thieves sometimes attach credit card skim-
mers on gas pumps to steal payment card information from custom-
ers when they purchase fuel.

Most skimmers have been placed deep inside the cabinet and it 
won’t be obvious that something’s wrong, but there are still some 
things consumers can check for before using a credit card at a gas 
station:

•Look at the pump and cabinet — does it look damaged, or like it’s 
been tampered with?

•Wiggle the card slot — is it loose?
•Look at the keypad — is it loose or does it look like something has 

been placed on top of it?
Additional ways consumers can protect themselves:
•Always use a credit card, not a debit card, if they’re not going to 

pay cash — this protects the PIN and prevents access to a bank ac-
count

•Set card usage or transaction alerts for bank and credit card ac-
counts. Most major banks offer apps that allow real-time monitoring 
of accounts.

•Regularly monitor credit card and bank statements for fraudulent 
charges or suspicious transactions

•When possible, don’t swipe the credit card — use tap to pay or use 
a trusted payment app on a mobile phone to pay for fuel

Whether a credit card skimmer is found by a consumer, a service 
technician or a merchant, the merchant is responsible for immedi-
ately notifying law enforcement and disabling all dispensers where 
skimmers have been located until law enforcement or TDLR inves-
tigators can remove the device. Merchants also are required by state 
law to notify TDLR within 24 hours. 

Merchants and consumers should report skimmers via the TDLR 
website: https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/Skimmers.

The FCIC, which coordinates law enforcement investigations into 
organized financial fraud, was the first statewide unit of its kind in 
the United States and operates as a partnership between TDLR and 
the Smith County District Attorney’s Office. TDLR regulates mo-
tor fuel metering and quality and collects consumer complaints and 
merchant reports related to credit card skimmers. The Smith County 
DA aggressively investigates and prosecutes criminals engaging in 
organized financial crimes such as fraud related to gasoline pump 
skimmers.

Keep your money in your own hands

www.easttexasnews.com
www.texasbenefits.com
www.civcastusa.com
www.sam.gov
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/skimmers
www.theshelterpetproject.org
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Legal  Notices

For the record, I, Monique Alexis Richardson, and my part-
ner, Victor Van Rocker, do hereby proclaim and announce 
that we have created a child whose name shall be Aaliyah 
Summer Rocker and we claim our new creation as our true 
legitimate natural-born daughter, heir, and dependent. We 
jointly agree to emancipate her when she becomes of the 

age of majority. We further declare that she is of American 
National status, and not a ward of the state, nor a stateless 
person, U.S. citizen, resident, or any artificial person classi-
fication. Our child is subject only to the divine creator of the 
universe. By: Monique Alexis Richardson and Victor Van 
Rocker,  All Rights Reserved

Child announcement

Legal  Notices

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, I 
desire to confirm , certify, declare, convey and give notice of 
claim by this Land Title for the following parcel located at 1041 
Shore Shadow Drive, Texas Republic, (Harris County) usA 
NON-DOMESTIC. Let the record show the Grantor grants 
this private property to: EL SHADDAI EXPRESS TRUST 
hereinafter called the Grantee for and in consideration of the 
sum of ten silver dollars ($10.00) and no other valuable con-
sideration, receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hereby 
grants, bargains, sells, aliens, remises, releases, conveys and 
confirms unto the Grantee all that certain land situate in Har-
ris County , Texas Republic. This land now titled, is FEE SIM-
PLE ABSOLUTE and also known as an Allodial title. Done 
under my hand and seal of my own freewill act and deed. Any 
party interested in viewing this claim can view the associated 
documents at https://bit.ly/4bamIwY

Land title for 1041 Shore Shadow Drive

ADVERTISEMENT AND INVITATION FOR BIDS The 
CITY OF TRINITY will receive bids for WATER SYSTEM 
IMPROVEMENTS - Site 1 Well Plant GLO MIT 22-082-
021-D447 until 3:30 PM on September 12, 2024 at City of 
Trinity City Hall Council Room, 101 West Madison Street, 
Trinity, Texas 75862. At said time and place, the bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud Bids are invited for several 
items and quantities of work as follows: • Construct 100,000 
gallon ground storage tank (150,000 gallon alternate) Two 50 
hp can pumps • Construct aerator tower and relocate aerator 
Phosphate-based corrosion inhibitor system Conversion to 
chloramination Plant piping Demolition • Associated work 
Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Techni-
cal Specifications are on file at GLS, 1609 South Chestnut, 
Suite 202, Lufkin, TX 75901 Bid/Contract Documents, in-
cluding Drawings and Technical Specifications are on file and 
may be reviewed at GLS, 1609 S. Chestnut, Suite 202, Lufkin, 
Texas 75901 (936) 637-4900. Bid/Contract Documents may 
be viewed and downloaded free of charge (with the option 
to purchase hard copies) at www.civcastusa.com. A bid bond 
in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable 
surety shall be submitted with each bid. A certified check or 
bank draft payable to the CITY OF TRINITY or negotiable 
U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) may be submitted in 
lieu of the Bid Bond. The successful Bidder will be required 
to furnish a Performance Bond, Payment Bond and Mainte-
nance Bond each in the amount of the contract. The award 
will be made on the basis of the lowest responsive, responsible 

bidder. The project will be financed with assistance from the 
Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) under the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and is subject to 
all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations. Attention 
is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined 
prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued 
by the Texas Department of Agriculture Office of Rural Af-
fairs and contained in the contract documents, must be paid 
on this project. In addition, the successful bidder must ensure 
that employees and applicants for employment are not dis-
criminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
identity, gender identity, or national origin. Section 3, Minor-
ity Business Enterprises, and Women Business Enterprises, 
and Historically Underutilized Business firms are encouraged 
to submit bids. The CITY OF TRINITY reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids or to waive any informalities in the bid-
ding. Bids may be held by CITY OF TRINITY for a period not 
to exceed 75 days from the date of the bid opening for the pur-
pose of reviewing the bids and investigating the bidder’s quali-
fications prior to the contract award. Adherence to the grant 
recipient’s Section 3 Policy is required for all contracts and 
subcontracts. All contractors/subcontractors whose System 
for Award Management (SAM.gov) registration is not active 
or that are debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from or 
ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs may 
not undertake any activity in part or in full under this project. 
CITY OF TRINITY Billy Goodin, Mayor August 15, 2024

City of Trinity accepting bids for Water System Improvements

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of MARTHA HUFF MONT-
GOMERY, Deceased, were issued on August 14, 2024, in Cause 
No  P-2024-5713, pending in the County Court of TRINITY 
County, Texas, to: LESLIE MOORE. All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is currently being administered are re-
quired to present them to the undersigned within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: Joe E. Griffith, Jr. Attor-
ney at Law 514 EAST HOUSTON AVENUE CROCKETT, TX 
75835 DATED the 14 th  day of August , 2024. /s/ Joe E. Griffith, 
Jr. Joe E. Griffith, Jr. Attorney for LESLIE MOORE State Bar 
No.: 00784179 514 EAST HOUSTON AVENUE CROCKETT, 
TX 75835 Telephone: (936) 544-2065 Facsimile: (936) 544-5649 
Email: jodyg@griffithandgriffithpc.com

Estate of Martha Huff Montgomery

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRINITY By virtue of Tax Warrant issued out of 
the 411 th District Court of Trinity County, Texas in Cause No. 
5643 on the 2nd day of August, 2024 by the Clerk thereof, and 
to me as Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell 
at  10:00 a.m. on the 3rd day of September, 2024  at the Official 
Door of the Trinity County Courthouse, in Groveton, Texas, the 
properties described below: CAUSE NO 5643 STYLING Trinity 
County, et al vs. Owners of Various Properties Located Within 
Trinity County, Texas LEGAL DESCRIPTION Tract 1. Lot 2, 
Blk 2, Sec. 13, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 736, 
Pg. 253. R22930 Tract 2. Lot 8, Blk 9, Sec. 11, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 840, Pg. 546. R24324 Tract 3. Lot 3, 
Blk 2, Sec. 13, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 719, 
Pg. 592. R28365 Tract 4. Lot 1, Blk 10, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 539, Pg. 807. R29097 Tract 5. Lot 4, 
Blk 10, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 632, 
Pg. 156. R17169 Tract 6. Lot 2, Blk 8, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 702, Pg. 620. R25724 Tract 7. Lot 7, 
Blk 14, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 709, 
Pg. 42. R22508 Tract 8. Lot 29, Blk 12, Sec. 1, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 735, Pg. 767. R12186 Tract 9. Lot 36, 

Blk 1, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 636, 
Pg. 465. R12381 Tract 10. Lot 38, Blk 1, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 655, Pg. 206. R21727Tract 11. Lot 4, 
Blk 13, Sec. 11, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 738, 
Pg. 324. R22974 Tract 12. Lot 9, Blk 5, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 637, Pg. 21. R24983 Tract 13. Lot 6, Blk 
14, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 741, Pg. 
584. R24358 Tract 14. Lot 3, Blk 6, Sec. 12, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 862, Pg. 828. R28357 Tract 15. Lot 3, 
Blk 9, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores Subdn, described in Vol. 768, 
Pg. 93. R19009 Tract 16. Lot 36, Blk 20, Sec. 9, Westwood Shores 
Subdn, described in Vol. 738, Pg. 320. R27119 ALL BIDDERS 
MUST NOW DISPLAY PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 34.015 OF THE TEXAS PROPERTY TAX CODE. 
LEVIED ON the 2nd day of August, 2024, as the property of 
those persons listed above to satisfy taxes, penalties, and inter-
est and all costs of seizure and sale against those persons listed 
in said Warrant and any other unknown owners in favor of the 
Taxing Units listed in said Tax Warrants. GIVEN UNDER MY 
HAND THIS THE 2nd DAY OF AUGUST, 2024. WOODY 
WALLACE Woody Wallace, Sheriff, Trinity County, Texas

Sheriff’s sale September 3

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of David Wayne McCarty, 
Deceased, were issued on August 14, 2024, in Cause No. 5729, 
pending in County Court of Trinity County, Texas, to: Vickie 
Lynne McCarty. All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law. VICKIE LYNNE McCARTY ESTATE OF DAVID 
WAYNE McCARTY, DECEASED c/o JOE SCOTT EVANS THE 
EVANS LAW FIRM, PLLC P.O. DRAWER 310 GROVETON, 
TEXAS 75845 DATED the 14th day of August, 2024. Respect-
fully submitted, THE EVANS LAW FIRM, PLLC Lawyers P.O. 
Drawer 310 Groveton, Texas 75845 936/642-1818 Fax: 936/642-
2438 BY:/s/ Joe Scott Evans State Bar No. 06723300 evanslaw-
yer@gmail.com Lawyer for Independent Executrix

Estate of David Wayne McCarty

Affidavit Claim of Ownership of Certificate of Title I, Brian An-
thony Paige, states that I am familiar with the facts recited, I 
state that I am the party named in said Certificate of Live Birth, 
and I am the same party as one of the owners named in the Cer-
tificate of Title; I, man; verify under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the United States of America that the forgoing is true and 
correct; Executed on this the fifteenth day of August, 2024 By: 
Paige, Brian Anthony, Not in Individual Capacity, Without the 
United States, Held in Trust. All rights under reserve Publica-
tion dates : 8/15-8/22, 8/22-8/29, 8/29-9/5-9/5-9/12.

Claim of ownership

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Darwin Lynn Brown, 
Deceased, were issued on August 14, 2024, in Cause No. 5724, 
pending in County Court of Trinity County, Texas, to: Cherryl 
Ann Brown. All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. CHERRYL ANN BROWN ESTATE OF DARWIN LYNN 
BROWN, DECEASEDc/o JOE SCOTT EVANS THE EVANS 
LAW FIRM, PLLC P.O. DRAWER 310 GROVETON, TEXAS 
75845 DATED the 14th day of August, 2024. Respectfully sub-
mitted, THE EVANS LAW FIRM, PLLC Lawyers P.O. Drawer 
310 Groveton, Texas 75845 936/642-1818 Fax: 936/642-2438 
BY:/s/ Joe Scott Evans State Bar No. 06723300 evanslawyer@
gmail.com Lawyer for Independent Executrix  

Estate of Darwin Lynn Brown

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for 
the Estate of Kenneth Wayne Vines, Deceased, were issued on 
8/14/2024, in Cause No. 5733, pending in the County Court of 
Trinity County, Texas, to: Roberta Anne Vines.  All persons hav-
ing claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by law.  Respectfully sub-
mitted, By: Colton Hay, Texas Bar I.D. 2409664, The Hay Law 
Firm, PLLC., PO Box 979, Groveton, TX 75845, 936-642-1725, 
email:colton.hay@thehaylawfirm.com, Attorney For The Estate.

Estate of Kenneth Wayne Vines

GROVETON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT PUBLIC 
NOTICE Notice is hereby given that sealed bids for landscaping 
services will be received by the Groveton Independent School 
District until Thursday, September 5, 2024, until 12:00 p.m., at 
which time bids will be opened in the Groveton ISD administra-
tion office.  Groveton Independent School District reserves the 
right to reject any or all proposals, or to waive any informality 
in the bidding. Bids are being requested for landscaping services 
for all Groveton ISD property except for the athletic playing 
surfaces.  Services are to include mowing, weed eating, edging, 
and removal of grass or debris from all school property.  For ad-
ditional details or a walk-through of the areas to be serviced, 
contact the district superintendent’s office in person between the 
hours of 8:30 am and 3:30 pm, or call (936)-642-1473. By order 
of the Groveton Independent School District Superintendent 
Jim Dillard Groveton Independent School District 207 North 
Main Street Groveton, TX 75845 (936)-642-1473 Ext 8001

GISD accepting bids for landscaping

www.easttexasnews.com
www.gmail.com
www.civcastusa.com
www.sam.gov
www.civcastusa.com
www.sam.gov
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We            our readers

CLASSIFIEDS
We’ve Got You Covered in 4 Counties!  

Trinity | Polk | San Jacinto | Tyler

Trinity County 

News-Standard

Employment/Medical

TYLER COUNTY HOSPITAL
OPEN POSITIONS

Equal Opportunity Employer. To inquire about positions at the hospital,
check the employment section of our website at: www.tchospital.us 

Human Resources Department: (409) 283-6590 • 1100 West Bluff • Woodville

LVN-Med Surg. Nights-FT
RN ED Nights-FT

Clinic Medical Assistant/LVN-FT
Environmental Services Technician-FT

Administrative Assistant School-FT
Admissions Clerk-PRN

Maintenance Technician-FT
Dietary Cook-FT

Pharmacy Technician, CPHT-FT

Work WantedWork WantedAuctions  & Sales Employment

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 18-24, 2024

AUCTION

Three Development Site in Austin, TX, minutes from 
UT Austin and downtown. Bankruptcy sale. Bid deadline 

Oct. 7. 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 

no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 

5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 

a generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 

offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 

Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-

1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Policy

PLEASE CHECK your ad the 

first day it appears. We will 
correct any error as quickly as 
possible. However, we cannot 
be responsible for errors beyond 
the first day of publication day.

Any error on a bordered ad 
must be brought to the attention 
of the classified department 
immediately. A correction will 
run in the following issue.

It is the intent and goal of 
this newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place an 
advertisement in the newspaper 
comply with Fair Housing laws. 
Any advertisement, which is 
perceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws, will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending statement.

TO PLACE your classified ad 
in the Polk County Enterprise 
or the San Jacinto News-Times 
call (936) 327-4357 ext. 1002, 
for the Trinity County News- 
Standard call (936) 642-1726,  
for the Tyler County Booster call 
(409) 283-2516.

Announcements

POLK COUNTY SPCA urges ev-
eryone to do their part to con-
trol the pet population in Polk 
County. Have your pets spayed 
and neutered to avoid dealing 
with unwanted puppies and kit-
tens. To adopt a pet,come by 
SPCA at 802 South Houston, cor-
ner of Mary St. and Hwy. 146 or 
call (936) 755-3020.
(1-tfn-nc-PCE) 

Kids Free Clothing Exchange is a 
non-profit organization provid-
ing free, gently used clothing 
for children ages 0-18 years of 
age living in Polk and the other 
6 surrounding counties of Lake 
Livingston.  Donations of new 
and gently used clothing are ap-
preciated.  We are in Onalaska, 
Hwy 190 at 3186. Open Friday 
and Saturday, 10-3.  
Kfceonalaskatx.com
(49-tfn-nc-PCE)

CHRISTINE’S PLACE Resale Shop 
accepts donations and is open 
M-F, 501 W. Bluff in Wood-
ville. 409-331-9939. www.
westrengthenfamilies.org. 
(1-tfn-nc-TCB)

Auctions & Sales

Call or Come by Today
Livingston

Senior Citizens
Country Store

1310 North Houston
Open 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Weekdays
Open during noon hour

Come by for 
bargains anytime

(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

A BOOKSTORE FOR CHARITY is 
located inside the Tyler County 
Booster newspaper office locat-
ed at 205 W. Bluff in Woodville. 
All books are 25 cents each, or 
fill a bag for $2. All proceeds 
benefit Tyler County non profits. 
Come shop with us for a good 
cause. 
(2-tfn-nc-TCB)

INDOOR SALE Thursday-
Saturday, August 22nd-24th, 
9am-5pm  70 Magnolia Place, 
Coldspring. Contents of a 
3-bedroom 1-bath home. 
Everything must go! 
(34-1t-cc-SJNT)

DOWN-SIZING ESTATE SALE by 
Four Sore Feet, Friday, August 
23, 9-4, Saturday, August 24, 
9-4, 536 FM 1745 Moscow, Tx, 
75960.
(34-1t-cc-TCB)

Free 

FREE - Coats for Kids is no longer 
open on a regular schedule, 
but if you are in need of a coat 
for your child, you can contact 
FBC Office at 409-283-2588 
and leave a phone number 
where you can be reached.  
Someone will then contact you 
and arrange to meet you at the 
House of Hope to help you get 
a coat.
(4-3t-nc-TCB)

Work Wanted

HARD WORKING TYLER COUNTY 
WOMAN, Landscaping, fence 
line clearing, painting, clean out 
flower beds, any outdoor jobs. 
Christal-409-224-5293.
(31-tfn-p-TCB)

Fenced Yard
or Field

Stump
Grinding

Remote
Controlled

Precision Work
Any Size

or Amount
Insured

Free Estimates
David Holley

936-433-2371
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

Home Repair 
Specialist

Can repair any type of siding, 
piers, decks, stairs, ramps, and 
hurricane and weather damag-
es. Can install windows, doors, 
ceiling fans, and flooring. Can 
build pergolas and room add-
ons.

No job too big or too small
Call 903-330-9011 

(ask for Jerry)
 (32-4t-cc-PCE)

HOKE STUMP Grinding- No 
job too large or too small. Call 
(936)295-6089 or (936) 581-
3781. Trinity, TX.  
(11-tfn-b-TCNS)

Vickery Dirt 
Dirt, Clay, Sand
Free Delivery

Rock, Dozer Work, Land 
Clearing, Tractor Work,  
Driveways, House Pads
www.vickerydirt.com 

936-329-4159

Vickery Propane
Tanks & Service
936-327-HEAT

 (50-tfn-b-PCE)

LLOYD’S REMODELING located 
in Tyler County (Serving all  
areas) Add-ons, decks, metal 
roofs, cabinets, piers, docks, and 
boat houses. No job too small. 
Call 409-429-6164.
(1-tfn-b-TCB)

TLC
Toole’s Lawn Care
& Landscaping

*Drainage 
*Retaining Walls

*Residential *Commercial
 Year round full service 
maintenance- design, 

build & install flower beds, 
hydroseeding.

Fully Insured
 Tree Removal, Irrigation

Livingston, TX
936-646-2661

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Field’s Paint ContractingField’s Paint Contracting

•Commercial & Residential Painting

•Commercial & Residential

Building Restoration

www.fieldspaintcontracting.com

DAVID FIELDS/OWNER

936-933-7454

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
INSURED

(34-12-cc-PCE)

PROFESSIONALS

40+ Years Experience

Lester Bros.
Tree Service
Trimming, Top

Removal, Haul Off,
Tractor Work. Now 

accepting credit cards.
Call for Free Estimate

Insured
25 yrs experience
936-223-9265

or
936-365-4955

Livingston, TX
(23-tfn-b-PCE)

I WILL clean out your garage, 
barn, old building and/or haul 
off your old junk like cars, trucks, 
tractors, etc, (936)328-1679.
(31-4t-pd-PCE)

S & L Tree
Service

Tree removal, clean up, 
stump grinding
New bucket truck

Fully insured
Serving the local and 

surrounding areas
Call Richard

832-401-4081
(2-tfn-b-PCE) 

AMTEK
House Leveling

Leveling- 
Water leveling-
Beams- Pylons

Concrete Blocks
Roof Covers- Decks- Floors

Senior Citizen Discount
Serving the Lake Livingston 

and Tyler County  areas

936-328-1434
(1-tfn-b-PCE) 

Vickery
Lawn Service
*Stump Grinding
*Land Mulching
*Land Clearing
*Tractor Work

*Driveways
Fully Insured

936-329-1653
Livingston, TX

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Plumas
House Leveling

w/Water Level
& Concrete

20 Yrs Exp, Senior
Citizen Discount

Insured
936-433-6304

if no answer call for appt
Livingston, TX

936-513-0783
(1-tfn-b-PCE)

 

Cleaning Services

S & S Cleaning 
and 

Maintenance

Residential
Commercial
Construction

936-714-6226
  (32-tfn-b-PCE)

Employment

DAVID NORTON TIRE CENTER, 
Woodville, TX is accepting appli-
cations for a mechanic. Apply in 
person, 1116 S. Magnolia.
(46-tfn-b-TCB)

INDIVIDUAL NEEDED for general 
yard work and maintenance, 
no mowing, part-time. Call 
(936)327-5109. 
(33-1t-cc-PCE)

NOW HIRING; Local cleaning 
company looking for new hires, 
must have your own transport 
tion and be reliable. Call or text 
(936) 714-6226.
(33-4-pd-PCE)

Actively seeking a dynamic in-
dividual from the Trinity area 
to fill a part-time sales position. 
The position offers a base pay 
plus commission, and bonuses. 
The ideal candidate should be 
enthusiastic, highly motivated, 
and well acquainted with the 
local community. If you’re inter-
ested in joining our team, please 
email your resume to ashley@
polkcountypublishing.com.
(5-tfn-nc-TCNS)

Notice of Position
 Opening

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER

August 19, 2024 

The CITY OF LIVINGSTON is ac-
cepting applications for one (1) 
Telecommunications Officer 
position for the Livingston Po-
lice Department.  Experience 
preferred but will train.  Candi-
dates must be willing to work 
nights and/or weekends and are 
subject to emergency call-in.  
This is a full-time position with 
benefits.  Applications will be 
accepted at the Police Depart-
ment, 208 W. Church Street, 
Livingston, Texas from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Monday – Friday.  
The deadline for accepting ap-
plications will be Friday, August 
30, 2024, at 5:00 p.m.
For job description, starting sal-
ary, required knowledge and 
training requirements, please 
contact Trisha Patton, Tele-
communications Supervisor, at 
936.327.3117. No interviews 
will be scheduled until after the 
deadline. The City of Livingston 
is an Equal Opportunity/Affir-
mative Action Employer. 
(34-2t-b-PCE

Now Hiring!
Looking for honest, hard 
working, outgoing, self 
motivated individuals with a 
good attitude looking to build a 
career in the fast food industry. 
Looking for a Team Leader 
with one year experience and 
an assistant with 2-3 years 
experience. Must have good 
references, Livingston, TX.

Apply at www.
burgerworkshr.com

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

   1st Quality
     Hospice
Woodville, TX

Homemaker for 
Hospice needed,
full or part-time

  409-331-9909

(33-2t-b-TCB)

For Sale

FOR SALE Set of 4 20” rims and 
low profile tires. Fits 2016 Buick 
Regal or comparable. $300 for 
all. 409-594-7408. 
(2-tfn-nc-TCB)

SQUARE BALES of sprayed, 
fertilized Jiggs hay in a barn, 
Livingston, (281)830-2810. 
(30-6t-cc-PCE)

70x12’ MOBILE HOME, 3BD, two 
hallways, kitchen, dining room, 
antique window bars. Call 409-
489-8095.
(34-2t-p-TCB)

98 MUSTANG SVT Limited 
Convertible, $11,500.00 OBO. 
Tigerkits68@gmail.com. Cash 
only, 5 speed,
(34-2t-pp-TCB)

LAND FOR SALE, 6.8 Acres, 5 
minutes from town, Woodville. 
$7,000 per acre. Call 409-719-
8888.
(34-4t-p-TCB)

Rentals

1-BEDROOM HOME available 
for rent in Leggett, DIRECTV/
water/trash pick-up included 
$600/month plus deposit Call 
(832)277-3737.
(49-tfn-cc-PCE)

2-BEDROOM home with lake 
view in Indian Hills, Livingston, 
large yard, $810/month. For info
call (409)256-8365
(31-6t-cc-PCE)

3-BEDROOM 1-BATH in Livings-
ton, washer/dryer connections, 
central air/heat, $900/month 
plus deposit. Call (936)223-
4609.
(34-2t-cc-PCE)

3-BEDROOM 2-BATH mobile 
home in Port Adventure. Call 
(713)702-0523 or ()713)702-
0683. 
(34-2t-cc-PCE)

BRICK HOUSE in quiet neighbor-
hood. 3/2/2, central AC, fire-
place, office, big garage, 148 
Cardinal, Livingston. No pets. 
No smoking. $1,400/month 
(936)329-2213.
(28-tfn-cc-PCE)
 

Darling 1+1 fully furnished cot-
tage.  Washer/Dryer, WIFI, all 
utilities included. $1050 / month 
plus deposit.  Short or long term 
lease. 956-279-8071
(33-4-cc-PCE)
 

HOUSE FOR rent in Woodville 
area, good references and de-
posit required. Call 409-283-8286. 
(43-tfn-b-TCB)

Pets & Supplies 

THREE MONTH old kittens, vac-
cinated and dewormed. Free to 
good home(s). (936)327-0014. 
(32-tfn-nc-PCE)
 

TWO MONTH old puppies, they 
look like lab mix. Free to good 
home(s). 
(34-2t-nc-PCE)

Storage

ENCLOSED BOAT STORAGE - 
Also climate & self storage. 
White Rock Storage. 6216 FM 
356 Trinity (936)594-9283 or 
(713)249-1033.
(25-tfn-b-TCNS)

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

936-642-1276

936-594-2126

easttexasnews.com

Does your 

spare room 

look more like 
a storage unit 

than an  

inviting place 

for your guest?

Place a  

classified  ad 
to sell your  
unwanted 

items.

Trinity County 
News-Standard
936.534.2126
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