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Appraisals cause concern

Nature photographer and avid outdoorsman Zach Carrell, of Warren, shot what he called a “bucket list photo” last week 
at the Watson Rare and Native Plant Preserve, near Warren on Lake Hyatt. Carrell said that the sight of Zebra Swallow-
tails feeding on rare Chapman’s orchids was something he’d not seen. PHOTO BY ZACH CARRELL

Officials encourage taxpayers to protest values
By Chris Edwards

news@tylercountybooster.com

TYLER COUNTY –  Many Tyler County 
residents received a shock by way of the 
mailbox.

The certified preliminary values on tax-

able properties were sent out to county tax-
payers last week, and some residents saw 
their appraised values increase by as much 
as twice what they were for the previous 
year’s levy.

Melissa Carson, the county’s tax assessor-
collector, urged everyone who received an 

appraisal notice with an “enormous” in-
crease to protest their value. 

“Please, please don’t wait. There is a lim-
ited window in which to do this,” she said. 

Taxpayers can protest online, or in per-
son. Information as to how to protest and/
or contact the county’s appraisal office is 

printed on the notices, and Carson offered 
her assistance.

“If I or my office can be of any assistance, 
please feel free to call. Our number is 409-
283-2734.”

A RARE SUMMER SIGHT

Dixie Jarrott and Rev. Doug Wintermute, of Woodville Methodist Church, handed out “a little Jesus” in the form of 
tiny figures of Jesus at the Meet the Eagles event held Monday evening at the Eagle Summit. DONNA HAMMER | TCB

A LITTLE JESUS

FEMA assistance 

deadline this week
Special to the Booster

AUSTIN — Texas residents who were affected by the 
storms, straight-line winds, tornadoes and flooding this 
spring have until Thursday, Aug. 15 to apply for FEMA di-
saster assistance.

Tyler County is included among the counties that are eli-
gible for FEMA assistance, as designated for federal disaster 

assistance, for incurring storm-related loss or damage be-
tween April 26 and June 5. Other counties include: Ander-
son, Austin, Bell, Calhoun, Collin, Cooke, Coryell, Dallas, 
Denton, Eastland, Ellis, Falls, Guadalupe, Hardin, Harris, 
Henderson, Hockley, Jasper, Jones, Kaufman, Lamar, Leon, 
Liberty, Montague, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Navarro, 

See  DEADLINE ➩ Page 2A

See  APPRAISALS ➩ Page 7A

County 
passes 
proposed 
budget

By Chris Edwards
news@tylercountybooster.com

WOODVILLE – On Monday morning, Tyler Coun-
ty Judge Milton Powers presented the county’s pro-
posed budget for the 2025 fiscal year.

Powers reminded everyone in attendance at the 
Commissioners Court meeting that, at this point, it 
is only a proposed budget, but that the filing dead-
line was approaching for the commissioners to ap-
prove the proposal, as of Monday. The final budget 
will be filed in two or three weeks, Powers said.

The proposed budget for 2025 works off of a pro-
jection of $12,406,643 for the general fund from to-
tal revenue sources for the county, with $8,724,134 
of that coming from ad valorem taxes, based on a 
tax rate of $0.5619 per $100 of valuation.

That proposed tax rate is a decrease from the cur-
rent tax rate for the general fund, of $0.5807. Pow-
ers said, while bringing the budget proposal to the 
court’s attention that there has been consternation 
among many Tyler County residents about appraisal 
increases, represented on certified preliminary val-
ues that went out to taxpayers from the appraisal 
district.

Both Powers and Melissa Carson, with the tax 
assessor-collector’s office, encouraged everyone to 
protest appraisals, if they believed them to be too 
high.

Carson cited an increase in appraisals for both 
mobile homes and commercial properties. “Every 
two years the value of land changes and the value of 
a home changes,” she said. 

See  COUNTY ➩ Page 3A

Davis speaks 
to Lions 
about camp 
experience

By Michael G. Maness

WOODVILLE –Twelve-year-old Elijah Davis, of 
Woodville, told the Woodville Lions Club about his 
recent experience at the Texas Lions Camp in Ker-
rville. 

He thanked the Lions Camp for all they did, and 
his mother, Sarah, fixed the evening’s delicious 
meal at the club’s regular second Thursday evening 
meeting, Aug. 8.
See  CAMP ➩ Page 3A

easttexasnews.com
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2577 N. Wheeler | Jasper
409-384-5781

People you can talk to... Professionals you can depend on...

113 West Holly | Woodville
409-283-8218

FM 1414-Chapel | Burkeville
409-565-2216

Proctor’s Mortuary
Direct Cremation $1,295

409-331-1322 | proctorsmortuary.com

LIFE TRIBUTES

www.easttexasnews.com

TYLER COUNTY WEATHER FORECAST FOR AUGUST 15-21

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Informat ion sourced f rom weat her.com

Mostly
Sunny

97º/74º
Chance of Rain 12%

Wind SSW 6 mph

Mostly
Sunny

98º/75º
Chance of Rain 8%

Wind SW 5 mph

Mostly
Sunny

98º/74º
Chance of Rain 9%

Wind SW 4 mph

 Mostly
Sunny

98º/75º
Chance of Rain 16%
Wind WSW 4 mph

Partly
Cloudy

98º/75º
Chance of Rain 10%
Wind NNW 4 mph

Mostly
Sunny

96º/75º
Chance of Rain 10%
Wind WSW 4 mph

Mostly
Sunny

98º/73º
Chance of Rain 20%

Wind SW 5

Forecast  Fire Danger
twc.tamu.edu

Fire Danger Rating
Low Moderate
High Very High
Extreme

Tyler County Nutrition Center

SENIOR MENU
AUGUST 19-23

Monday 8/1: Tuna Pasta Salad, Green Salad, Crackers, 
Oatmeal Cake, Excercise 9:30, Bingo 10:00

Tuesday 8/20: Sausage, Eggs, Fried Potatoes, Biscuit Gravy, 
Crafts 12:30
 
Wednesday 8/21: Loaded Nachos, Refried Beans, Salad, 
Penuche Bars,  Exercise 9:30, Bingo 10:00

Thursday 8/22: Chicken Sandwich, Pasta Salad, Cucumber/To-
matoes, Buttermilk Pie Bars

 Friday 8/23: Fish or Chicken, French Fries, Slaw, Hushpuppies, 
Assorted Dessert Choice, Excercise 9:30

Chef Salads offered Tuesday and Thursday.

Seniors 60+ $3 • Under 60 yrs. old $10

Serving time: 11:30-12:30 m-f
All meals are to be consumed at the center.

201 Veterans Way | Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-2400

             American Legion 
                     Argonne Post 0299

Michael Hogan, Post Commander
409.673.1001

Meetings: Third Saturday of the month, 10am-11am
Woodville Fire Station Training Room

215 Walt Davis Drive

POLITICAL
CALENDAR

STATE 

REPRESENTATIVE

Trent Ashby (R)

TYLER COUNTY 

SHERIFF

Bryan Weatherford (R)

Names within this calendar will appear 
in this column until election date.  Can-
didates wishing to have their names 
appear in the calendar must contact the 
Tyler County Booster in person.  Names 
are listed under each office according to 
the order in which candidates apply with 
the newspaper.

Allan Shivers
 Library & Museum

Thank you to all the donors to the Summer Reading 
Program.  Your generosity helped make the program a 

great success for the children of Tyler County!

Upcoming Events
•Aug 15 (Th): TDCJ Recruiting; 9am-3pm
•Aug 15 (Th): Diamond Painting; 1-3pm; 
  kit available for $5 donation to library
•Aug 15 (Th): Computer Class; 1-4pm
•Aug 16 (Fri): Used Book Sale; 9am-4pm
•Aug 17 (Sat): Adult Craft Time; noon-1pm
•Aug 19 (Mon): Needles and Pins Quilting Bee; 
  9am-1pm; new members welcome
•Aug 20 (Tu): Senior Reading Group; noon-2pm; 
  new members welcome

We offer book checkout, ebooks, hotspots, DVDs, children’s 
room, story time, and more.  Use our computers, send a fax, print 
and copy documents, or relax with a book or magazine.  For in-
formation, visit the Library, call (409) 283-3709, email ashivers.
library@yahoo.com, view our website at www.allanshiverslibrary.
com or see Facebook at “Allan Shivers Library and Museum”.  
Support our programs through volunteering and donations.

Free Museum admission for individuals, families and small 
groups.  Self-guided tours available Tues-Fri 10am-3pm; Sat 
10am-2pm.  Fee charged for docent-led and group (over 10 peo-
ple/reservation required) tours.  Donations accepted.  

We hope to see you soon!

9000 LB. HYDROLIC LIFT

LARGE AIR COMPRESSOR

LUBRICANTS • OIL FILTERS

WHEELS & TIRES • ETC.

M-F 9-4 p.m. • ENDS AUGUST 23

Larry Trest Auto
1621 SOUTH MAGNOLIA  • 409-283-8211

Tyler County realtors have you covered.  

See all listings on the Real Estate page.

Shirley 
McWilliams

Shirley McWilliams, 84, 
of Nederland, passed away 
peacefully Tuesday, June 
11, 2024 at her home. 

Funeral services were 
held at Seventh Street Bap-
tist Church in Nederland at 
1 p.m. on Tuesday, June 18, 
2024 with burial at Beech 
Creek Cemetery in Spurg-
er. Visitation was held on 
Monday, June 17, 2024 
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Sev-
enth Street Baptist Church. 

Shirley was born in Port 
Arthur, Texas on Novem-
ber 26, 1939 to Hooks and 
Cordia Sheffield. She lived 
all over the country as a 
child but lived most of her 
young life in Spurger. She 
graduated as Valedictorian 
of Spurger High School, 
class of 1957. In 1958 she 
married Bobby McWil-
liams from Woodville and 
they moved to Nederland, 
Texas. She loved the Lord. 
She was a devoted member 
of Seventh Street Baptist 
Church and served as pia-
nist and organist for over 
60 years. She loved her 
Martha’s class, the music 
program, and church fel-
lowships. She loved reading 
the Victory Bible Reading 
Plan each year. She worked 
in medical records after 
studying at Lamar. She was 
also a business lady and 
owned the Christian Love 
Shop located in Central 
Mall. She loved Mary Kay 
Cosmetics and was a con-
sultant for many years. She 
loved the Dallas Cowboys, 
Houston Astros, and Texas 
Aggies. She cheered on her 
favorite sports teams like 
no other! 

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 66 
years, Bobby McWilliams 
of Nederland; three sons, 
Monte McWilliams of Fan-
nett, Kevin “Kicker” Mc-
Williams and wife Pamala 
of Nederland, and Kelly 
McWilliams of Nederland; 
4 Grandchildren, Devin 
McWilliams of Nederland, 
Kammie Trahan and hus-
band Aaron of Port Nech-
es, Brannon McWilliams of 
Nederland, and Colt Mc-
Williams of Fannett; and 2 
great grandchildren, Anna 
Trahan and Aubrey Tra-
han both of Port Neches; 
Sister-in-law, Erline Ingle 
of Woodville. Numer-
ous cousins, nephews and 
nieces who she loved. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
mother and father-in-law 
Arthur and Ava McWil-
liams; grandson Micah Mc-
Williams; brother-in-law 
Bill McWilliams; Nephew 
Mark McWilliams; and 
Brandy Boykin loved as a 
daughter.

Shirley Ann was a devot-
ed and loving wife, daugh-
ter, mother, Memaw, great 
Memaw, aunt, sister-in-
law, and cousin. She will be 
missed, and her memory 
will be cherished. 362

Troy Shutter

It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Troy Mason Shutter 
on 2024-08-02 in Univer-
sal City Texas. Troy Mason 
Shutter was born on 1946-
09-13 in Jasper Texas. He 
was a Retired pipefitter and 
enjoyed military history, 
visiting with grandchil-
dren, and road trips. He is 
survived by his sons David 
Gibson, Michael Shutter. 

He also is survived by his 
grandchildren, Christian 
Gibson, Taylor Gibson, 
Elizabeth Gibson, Casey 
Gibson, Shelby Cook, 
Tristan Shutter, Aaron 
Shutter, Samantha Shutter 
Great grandchildren Mar-
tha Gibson, Mallory Gib-
son. He was preceded in 
death by Veronica Shutter 
to whom he was married 
to for 51 years. Funeral 
services will be held at Fort 
Sam Houston National 
Cemetery. Date TBD 114

Jason Lee 
Wentzel

Jason Lee Wentzel, 52, 
passed away on Wednes-
day, August 7, 2024, at his 
home in Crosby, Texas. Ja-
son was born in Annapolis 
Maryland on January 28, 
1972.

He attended schools in 
Bay City, Texas and gradu-
ated High School in Mari-
on, South Dakota.

After High School, Jason 
raised his hand and swore 
an oath to serve his coun-
try in the U.S Army. He at-
tained the rank of Sergeant 
at the age of 20, one of the 
youngest ever to demon-
strate the leadership skills 
necessary for such a pro-
motion.

His service years took 
him to Fort Bliss, Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska, Ko-
rea, Guantanamo Bay, and 
was discharged from Fort 
Leonard Wood.

Jason excelled at what-
ever serious endeavors he 
attempted. He enthusias-
tically took on tasks and 
challenges at work, and all 
of his co-workers knew it 
would be handled well. His 
confidence and leadership 
brought him promotions 
and eventually starting his 
own company, Veterans 
Tapping Services.

He found and married 
his soulmate, Kahna Joy on 
April 29, 2015. They made 
a home out of a house in 
Crosby, Texas, which was 
completed by the birth of 

his only son, his legacy, 
Jason Lee Wentzel II on 
March 23, 2023.

Jason Lee Wentzel is sur-
vived by the love of his life, 
wife Kahna Joy Wentzel, 
his son Jason Lee Went-
zel II, stepsons, Dylan Lee 
Pool and Logan Thomas 
Satterwhite. Mother, Bev-
erly Wentzel of Maryland, 
and Father, Gene Wentzel 
of South Dakota, adopted 
brother, Lee Wentzel and 
wife Cheryl.

We are comforted by the 
fact that cancer may have 
won the battle, but Jesus 
won the war.

Funeral service will be 
held Wednesday, August 
14, 2024, at 2 pm at the 
Riley Funeral Home with 
burial to follow at the 
Shady Grove Cemetery.  
Visitation will be held 
Wednesday from 1 pm 
until 2 pm at the funeral 
home. 305

ne
ws

easttexas

.com

Allen Williamson, D.O. with Tyler County Hospital Fam-
ily Medical Clinic spoke to the Rotary Club of Woodville 
about high blood pressure at last Wednesday’s meeting at 
the Pickett House. MOLLIE LA SALLE | TCB

Newton, Panola, Polk, San Jacinto, Rusk, Sabine, Smith, 
Terrell, Trinity, Van Zandt, Walker and Waller.

At press time, Tyler County Judge Milton Powers said that 
FEMA has helped county residents with more than $2 mil-
lion worth of assistance since the eligibility period began.

To apply for FEMA assistance, homeowners and renters 
can:

•Go online to disasterassistance.gov/
•Download the FEMA App for mobile devices
•Visit a Disaster Recovery Center
•Call the FEMA helpline at 800-621-3362 between 6 a.m. 

and 10 p.m. CT. Help is available in most languages. If you 
use a relay service, such as video relay (VRS), captioned tele-
phone or other service, give FEMA your number for that 
service.

Deadline to apply is Thursday.
Disaster assistance is not a substitute for insurance and 

cannot compensate for all losses caused by a disaster. The 
assistance is intended to meet basic needs and supplement 
disaster recovery efforts. FEMA assistance is unable to du-
plicate benefits offered through insurance, state or other pro-
grams. However, if your losses or damage go beyond disaster 
assistance available from other sources – or include items 
or categories not covered by other assistance — you may be 
eligible for additional funds from FEMA. Even if you have 
already registered for the State of Texas’s disaster program, 
you must also apply to FEMA to learn if you may be eligible 
to receive additional funds.

Low-interest loans from the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration’s (SBA) are another important form of federal disas-
ter assistance. These loans are not just for businesses. Home-
owners, renters and private nonprofit organizations can also 
apply. Residents and businesses referred by FEMA to SBA 
must also complete their loan application by the deadline.

For more information, go to: sba.gov/disaster, or call 
SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 or email 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. or online at SBA’s secure 
website:disasterloanassistance.sba.gov/ela/s/

For more information about Texas disaster recovery, visit 
fema.gov/disaster/4781. Follow FEMA Region 6 on social 
media at x.com/FEMARegion6 and on Facebook at face-
book.com/FEMARegion6/.

To view an accessible video about how to apply visit: Three 
Ways to Register for FEMA Disaster Assistance - YouTube.

DEADLINE
continued from page 1A

www.easttexasnews.com
proctorsmortuary.com
disasterassistance.gov
sba.gov/disaster
disasterloanassistance.sba.gov/ela/s
fema.gov/disaster/4781
x.com/fema
book.com/femaregion6
weather.com
twc.tamu.edu
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JAIL BOOKINGS

104 N. Beech Street | Woodville, TX 75979 | tchospital.us

SAVITHA  BALAKRISHNA, M.D.

TYLER COUNTY HOSPITAL 

FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC

Call today to schedule 
your appointment!

409-283-2822
Accepting new patients 

Immediate openings

Women’s Health • Diabetes & High Blood Pressure • Annual 
Wellness Exams • Physicals • Depression • High Cholesterol

TRUMAN KIMBRO CENTER
On the square in Downtown Madisonville TX

SPONSORED BY 
MADISONVILLE NOON LIONS CLUB

FOR MORE INFO CALL 936-349-7029

$5 PER PERSON | 12 & UNDER FREE

104 N. Beech Street

Woodville, TX

 409.283.2822

Tyler County 
Hospital

Family Medical Clinic

WALK-IN
CLINIC

for acute illness

8-11:30 a.m. & 1-4:00 p.m.

Monday-Saturday

SICK?
Be seen today.

104 N. Beech Street | Woodville, TX 75979 | tchospital.us

ALLEN WILLIAMSON, D.O.

TYLER COUNTY HOSPITAL 

FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC

Call today to schedule 
your appointment!

409-283-2822
Accepting new patients 

Immediate openings

Diabetes & High Blood Pressure • Annual Wellness Exams 
Physicals • Depression • High Cholesterol

Jail Booking Report for August 5 – 11

Ashley Renee Billiot, 43, of Fred – Possession of con-
trolled substance PG 1/1-B <1G
Dwayne Ray Cobb, 47, of Burkeville – Criminal mis-
chief >=$100<$750; Unlawful use of criminal instru-
ment
Brandon Kyle Colotta, 37, of Fred – Man/del of con-
trolled substance PG 2 or 2-A >=4G<400G; Man/del of 
controlled substance PG 2 or 2-A >=400G; Possession 
of marijuana <=5- lbs >5 lbs.
Jennifer Lamb Colotta, 37, of Fred – Man/del of con-
trolled substance PG 2 or 2-A >=4G<400G; Man/del of 
controlled substance PG 2 or 2-A >=400G; Possession 
of marijuana <=5- lbs >5 lbs.
Curtis Lee Crutcher, 62, of Orange – Arson – blue 
warrant
Matthew Cody Dent, 38, of Woodville – Burglary of 
building
Bonnie Lada, 33, of Livingston – Theft of property 
>=$100<$750
Jason Byron McCauley, 21, of Bellville – Possession of 
controlled substance PG 1/1-B<1G/motion to adjudi-
cate

From Staff Reports

WOODVILLE – The Three D Bluegrass band will appear at 
Triple Creek RV Park on Saturday, August 24.

The band is described as “explosive” onstage, and prom-
ise great music, great performances and great talent.

Triple Creek RV Park invites everyone to come out and 
welcome Dennis; Don; Donna; Will and Brad back to the 
Triple Creek stage. The fun begins at 5 p.m. with a potluck, 
followed by the show at 6 p.m. and a jam session to follow at 
7 p.m. There will also be a potluck on Friday, August 23, so 
please bring a dish to share. These are free events.

Triple Creek to host 
Three D Bluegrass

BIG WOODS TRAIL PHOTO 

WINNER ANNOUNCED

The Tyler County Art League Judge selected this photo 
of a brilliant orange mushroom as the Big Woods Nature 
Trail Photo-of-the-Month.  Elizabeth Frederick submitted 
the photo. Walking the shaded Big Woods Nature Trail is 
a wonderful treat to yourself after a delicious meal at the 
Pickett House Restaurant. The trail kiosk, which is located 
across from the restaurant, displays a map from which 
you can chart your path through the woods. There are 
benches on which you to rest and reflect and there are 
wayfinding signs so that you never get lost. Be sure to 
snap photos of beautiful sites that catch your attention 
and submit them to the Photo-of-the-Month contest. De-
tails are on the kiosk.

“From what I’m looking at and the way [the appraisals] 
have gone up, please go protest,” Powers said. “The only 
word I can think of is ‘ridiculous’,” he added, referring to 
some of the increases he’d seen.

Election items discussed
Several items for ballots within the county for the com-

ing November general election were discussed at Mon-
day’s meeting.

An order to place a local option election for or against 
the sale of malt beverages and wine for off-premise con-
sumption within precinct 1 was approved. The measure 
needed 698 signatures to get on the ballot, and Judge 
Powers said that more than 700 qualified signatures were 
verified.

Another ballot measure in Pct. 1, from a petition to 
prohibit certain animals from running at large, failed due 
to a lack of signatures. Those animals included horses; 
mules; jacks; jennys; donkeys; hogs; sheep and goats.

In Pct. 2, a petition to prohibit certain animals from 
running at large did pass. That item, as well as a stock law 
election pertaining to cattle, also for Pct. 2, will be on the 
ballot in November.

Other Business
• The contract between all four Justice of the Peace of-

fices and Net Data i3 Verticals for i-Ticket capability was 
approved. This was initially approved in April, but the 
contract was not signed. Pct. 1 JP Tina Self said that the 
i-Ticket process will allow those who need to pay fines 
with debit cards to do so. 

• The resignations of ESD #2 board members Raymond 
H. Wooten; Henry E. Sawyer, Jr.; Shay Dozier and Rob-
ert Perkins was approved. The subsequent appointment 
of Jeff Burnthorn; Wayne Rawls; Brandon Guillory and 
Melody Hall to replace those board members was also ap-
proved.

COUNTY
continued from page 1A

Davis excitingly shared how 
he loved the rock climbing, ar-
chery, pool, and camping out 
under the stars.  Over 100 oth-
er children with diabetes were 

sponsored by Lions Clubs throughout Texas for a week of fun 
and diabetic education.

 Davis shared about his Type 1 diabetes that is currently in-
curable, though Type 2 can be managed with diet and exercise. 

 Davis’ mother stepped up to aid her son, showing his 
“hardware” which helps him keep an eye on his glucose level 
and a pump that injects insulin. She said she was so thankful 
to the Lions and so proud of her son, and mentioned how in-
dependent he was as he learned how to know when his body’s 
chemistry was off and what to do. 

   Davis was all smiles, energetic, and reading from his cell 
phone notes he had prepared.  He praised the counselors and 
doctors at the camp, all of which reenforced the training he 
has been mastering all of his young life. 

   Woodville Lion, and past District Governor Jerry Loos 
was appointed district chair for the fundraiser on behalf of 
young Davis. His family has raised $12k of the $25k needed 
for a diabetic dog, and the Lions District has raised $8k, with 
only $5k left to go.  If you are interested in helping young Da-
vis get a diabetic doggy, you can contact Loos at 707-338-1969  

   The Lions Camp in Kerrville hosts several types of week-
long “camps” every summer at no cost to the families, twelve 
types this year from June through August.  Local Lions Clubs 
all over Texas support the Texas Lions Camp, and some even 
pay for the family’s travel expenses from time to time.  

   So far, the Lions Camp has served over 83k campers with 
diabetes, down syndrome, and other disabilities. More infor-
mation can be found at LionsCamp.com.  

CAMP
continued from page 1A

www.easttexasnews.com
lionscamp.com
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U.S. PRESIDENT
Joseph R. Biden  
The White House,

 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Comments #: 202-456-1111

GOVERNOR
Greg Abbott

PO Box 12428 Austin, TX 
78711-2428 

Phone: 800-843-5789

US SENATORS
John Cornyn 

 5300 Memorial Dr., Ste 980
Houston, TX 77007

713-572-3337

Ted Cruz 
 The Mickey Leland
 Federal Building, 

1919 Smith St., Suite 9047, 
Houston, TX 77007 

713-718-3057

CONGRESS 
US Congressman 36th Dist.

Brian Babin
Tyler County Courthouse

100 W. Bluff St.
Woodville, TX 75979

409-331-8066

STATE SENATOR
District 3

 Robert Nichols:
2915 Atkinson Dr.
Lufkin, TX 75901
936-699-4988

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
District 57

 Trent Ashby:
2915 Atkinson Dr.
Lufkin, TX 75901
936-634-2762

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
District 7

Matt Robinson
313 FM 517 W

Dickinson, TX 77539
281-635-1962

matt.robinson@tea.texas.gov

TYLER COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

 Lucas Babin:
409-283-8136

TYLER COUNTY SHERIFF 
Bryan Weatherford:

409-283-2172

COUNTY JUDGE:
 Milton Powers

Phone: 409-283-2141

COMMISSIONERS
300 W Bluff St.

Woodville, TX 75979
Pct. 1 Joe Blacksher:

409-283-7013
Pct. 2 Doug Hughes:

409-283-7013
Pct. 3 Mike Marshall: 

409-283-7623
Pct. 4 Charles

 “Buck” Hudson:
 409-283-7013

CITY OF CHESTER:
• Mayor  Robert Poynter
• City Hall: 936-969-2360

CITY OF COLMESNEIL
• Mayor Duane Crews

• City Hall: 409-837-5211

CITY OF IVANHOE
• Mayor Skip Blackstone
• City Hall: 409-283-3299

CITY OF WOODVILLE:
• Mayor Amy Bythewood
• City Hall: 409-283-2234

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Pct 1

Judge Tina Self
409-283-3631

Pct 2
Judge Ken Jobe

409-283-6320
Pct 3

Judge Mike Hughes
409-283-6320

Pct 4
Judge James “Jim” D. Moore

409-429-3488

CONSTABLES
Pct 1 Ronnie Ford

Pct 2 Casey Whitworth
Pct 3 Tony Reynolds
Pct 4 Anthony Ross

GOVERNMENT

OPINION

MEETINGS

COMMISSIONERS COURT
2nd Monday • 10am

CITY OF CHESTER
1st Monday • 6pm

CHESTER ISD
2nd Monday • 6pm

CITY OF COLMESNEIL
2nd Tuesday • 7pm
COLMESNEIL ISD

2nd Monday • 6pm
CITY OF IVANHOE
3rd Thursday • 6pm

SPURGER ISD
3rd Thursday • 7pm

WARREN ISD
4th Monday 

CITY OF WOODVILLE
2nd Monday • 6pm
WOODVILLE ISD

3rd Monday • 7pm 

County • City 
School Board
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My Two 
Common Sense

By Tony Farkas
tony@polkcountypublishing.com

A short moment to pause and reflect
There are times, so many 

times, that I get so completely 
overwhelmed with the ram-
pant insanity that passes for 
politics that I have to take 
what Berke Breathed calls 
“a dandelion break,” or step 
off to clear the channels of 
thought.

See, we’re ramping up the 
clown cars and circus acts to-
ward the November election, and I’m a little over-
whelmed with things that I can’t believe actually 
happened, and I want to decompress.

So, given that all the children are now back in 
school, I will inundate myself with movies about 
school.

Of course, at the top of my, and hopefully ev-
eryone’s, list is “Grease.” I even hear that song 
“Back to School” every August when the duck-
lings head back to the halls of learning.

The lead male, 
played by John Travol-
ta, was well-cast, since 
he got his start in the 
classroom in the won-
derful “Welcome Back, 
Kotter” sitcom. Yes, he 
was the lead Sweathog, 
and once done, gravi-
tated to singing, so he 
was a lock. No one else 

can hold a candle to Olivia Newton-John’s Sandy, 
especially in those final numbers. Still not sure 
why they cast then-33-year-old Stockard Chan-
ning as a high school student, but, hey, the movie 
was good enough to suspend that disbelief.

Heath Ledger had an amazing turn in a lot of 
movies, but the first time I saw him act was in “10 
Things I Hate About You.” The longer that movie 
went on, the more it seemed familiar; eventually, I 
pieced together that the whole thing was inspired 

by Shakespeare’s “The Taming of the Shrew,” with 
Julia Stiles as in the Katharina role and Ledger as 
Petruchio.

Two movies off the beaten path but extremely 
good Saturday afternoon popcorn fare are “My 
Science Project” and “Real Genius” (not to be 
confused with “Weird Science,” which was its own 
version of strange).

For the first movie, a kid finds some alien arti-
fact while looking for a slam dunk science grade, 
which warps the entire school into an alien/post-
apocalyptical nightmare scenario, and the kids 
have to battle their way through ever-increasing 
bad times to win the day. Fisher Stevens does a 
remarkable turn as that kid — the one you know 
was born to handle weird. For the second, Val 
Kilmer does what he does best — chew the scen-
ery while inventing a laser, which was eventually 
used to fill a house with popcorn.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Hello everyone,
Our country is at a crossroads that we can’t allow to 

just pass us by. It will take each of us doing everything 
we can to save AMERICA! 

We are at a place in our Country’s history that if we 
don’t ALL join to make sure this election is too BIG to 
RIG! 

I believe that we will lose the fabric of what truly 
makes America great. “We the people” still believe in 
the founding principles of our great nation. Nothing 
changes that unless we don’t act now. There are only 86 
days left, not a minute to waste. 

Everyone that reads this letter can joined us at a meet-
ing or an event. I know our schedules are busier than 
ever, our time needs divided among so many things it 
feels like there is no time to add anything else, however 
if we lose our country what difference does the rest of 
it matter? 

Whether it’s the TRUMP Train, the Patriots Day cel-
ebration, making phone calls, writing letters, planning 
programs, designing flyers we need your help. All of you! 
We are meeting at the Allan Shivers Library, the second 
Thursday monthly at 6 p.m. in the reading room. 

Won’t YOU answer this call to action. 

Melda Siebe 
President, Tyler County Republican Women 
Woodville, TX 75979 

Cheers and Jeers: A look at a few newsmakers
Well, folks, summer’s Dog Days are officially 

upon us, although here in Deep East Texas, the 
mercury hasn’t yet clamored to numbers that I 
really don’t care to imagine.

With that in mind, let’s take a look at a few 
newsmakers and things going on in our area, 
state and country that your humble scrivener 
can either boo and hiss or give a “hip, hip hoo-
ray!” shout to. It’s all part of this experiment in 
news commentary on the op-ed page we like to 
call Cheers and Jeers, so here we go.
Cheers to a fine celebration for a fine man – As 
former president Jimmy Carter approaches 100 
years of age on Oct. 1, historians and pundits, 
alike, are reevaluating his legacy, and prepara-
tions are being made to celebrate his milestone 
birth anniversary. One such event, which is set 
to take place at Atlanta’s Fox Theatre on Sept. 17, 
celebrates Carter’s love of music. 

Titled “Jimmy Carter 100: A Celebration in 
Song,” the event has a stellar lineup, including 
Chuck Leavell, Drive-By Truckers, Eric Church 
and others. Known buy some as the “Rock and 
Roll President,” Carter’s love of rock music and 
friendships with down-to-earth legends such as 
Willie Nelson, the Allman Brothers and Johnny 
Cash made him seem all the more accessible and 
a man after the people’s own hearts.

Carter’s fine taste in music is almost as legend-

ary as his kindness and intellect. Who can’t ap-
preciate someone who loves Willie Nelson, the 
Allman Brothers and Johnny Cash? Heck, I’ll 
even give him a pass for his love of U2, because, 
well, he’s Jimmy Carter.
Cheers to candidates actually agreeing on 
something – As the presidential race ramps up, 
it is easy to forget that in 2024, candidates still 
occasionally speak to actual issues on the cam-
paign trail. In a rare (for this day and age) dis-
play of agreeance, both former president Donald 
Trump and vice president/presumptive Demo-
cratic nominee Kamala Harris have backed the 
elimination of taxes on tips for hospitality and 
service workers. Trump first suggested the pol-
icy while campaigning, and Harris lent support 
to the idea this week. 

While a president cannot, unilaterally, elimi-

nate a type of tax, whoever is elected in Novem-
ber can set the tone, and hopefully get the leg-
islative branch to commit to fight for working 
families.
Jeers to ultra-processed foods – A recent study 
found that eating higher levels of ultra-processed 
food may shorten lifespans by more than 10%. 
The study, which followed more than 500,000 
people for nearly three decades, showed that, 
among findings, diet soft drinks and sugary soft 
drinks topped the list of foodstuffs that could 
decrease a person’s lifespan, followed closely by 
ultra-processed breads and baked goods. The 
risks, according to the study, goes up 15% for 
men and 14% for women. 

What’s the old adage about everything that’s 
enjoyable either being fattening, taxable, sinful, 
or, well, deadly?
Cheers to the return of Sturgill Simpson – The 
mercurial but incredible country star is back to 
touring and making music, albeit under a new 
nom-de-tune: Johnny Blue Skies. 

Simpson, whose future in music was unsure 
after a vocal cord hemorrhage in 2021, released 
a new album, Passage De Desir, on July 12, and 
has embarked on the “Why Not?” tour last week. 

Gary Borders

Meditations
‘ n Musings

By Chris Edwards
news@tylercountybooster.com

See  CHEERS ➩ Page 7A

See  REFLECT ➩ Page 7A

TYLER COUNTY’S FINANCIAL CHALLENGES: 

A call for community action
By Sal Baldovinos

It’s time for an open and hon-
est discussion about the current 
state of affairs in Tyler County. Our 
community is facing significant 
challenges that require our imme-
diate attention and action.

Property Tax Appraisals
The recent tax appraisals have 

raised considerable concern among 
Tyler County residents. Many 
property owners are seeing values 

double from last year, with some 
experiencing even more substantial 
increases of up to five times their 
previous assessments. This dra-
matic rise in property valuations is 
putting a significant strain on many 
households.

 Unfortunately, the County’s re-
sponse has been less than proac-
tive. Instead of addressing the issue 
head-on, there’s been a tendency to 
deflect responsibility, often point-
ing to Austin or the Tax Appraisal 
Office. This approach does little to 

alleviate the financial pressure on 
our residents.

County Budget Concerns
 The county’s financial manage-

ment is another area of growing 
concern. There’s a pattern of over-
spending, with the budget increas-
ing by over $1 million each year to 
cover deficits. This continuous ex-
pansion of the budget is unsustain-
able and puts a heavy burden on 
taxpayers.

 Adding to this financial strain, 

our school districts are competing 
for limited tax dollars. The reality is 
that our current tax base can barely 
support one school district ade-
quately, let alone multiple districts 
vying for the same resources.

Highway Expansion Impact
The highway expansion proj-

ect, which has completed its en-
vironmental impact studies, is 
set to bring significant changes 

See  ACTION ➩ Page 7A
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Sturgill, who was always cagey about con-
tinuing to make music under his own name, 
even before the vocal chord issue, is back, 
and no matter what name he’s operating un-
der, you can rest assured that it’ll be incred-
ible.
Jeers to public displays of bigoted behavior 
– The Boston Red Sox suspended their All-
Star outfielder Jarren Duran for two games 
after he was heard yelling a vile homophobic 
slur at a fan on Sunday, while at bat against 
the Houston Astros. Duran later apologized 
for the incident and to the Red Sox organi-
zation. 

People are strange creatures at times and 
say/do inappropriate things in the heat of 
the moment, but still, there’s no excuse for 
bigotry. If there is a silver lining, however, 
the Red Sox donated Duran’s two-game sal-
ary to a group called PFLAG (Federation of 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 

and the Red Sox lost 10-2 to the ‘Stros.
Jeers to typical August weather in East 

Texas – As summer continues, and the Dog 
Days are here with August, forecasts are 
calling for muggy mornings, in the 70s, and 
steadily climbing daytime temps into the up-
per 90s. If there’s a silver lining to be found, 
at least we’re not suffering through the kind 
of oppressive heat and rainless streak of last 
year.
Cheers to an early roll-out on pumpkin 

spice products – In a move sure to confuse 
a good many folks, IHOP, Krispy Kreme and 
others are rolling out that quintessential fall 
flavor early. That’s right, pumpkin spice sea-
son is here early. Krispy Kreme announced 
the return of its pumpkin spice cake dough-
nut and latte this week, while IHOP will 
launch its pumpkin spice line of products 
Sept. 1. Personally, I could not care less 
about pumpkin spice anything, but if con-
sumers want such products, then, by golly, 
they should be able to get them whenever 
they want them. That, and just imagining 
the brains of basic whitegirls short circuit-
ing from this news amuses me greatly.

CHEERS
continued from page 4A

I can never choose between “Lean on Me” 
with Morgan Freeman and “Stand and De-
liver” with Edward James Olmos. The scene 
when Freeman first hears the reworked 
Alma Mater was transportive, and the com-
passion and empathy, as well as tough love, 
exhibited by Olmos with the students he 
worked with was inspirational. We’ll just 
watch them both, I’m thinking.

Honorable mentions would go to “Rock 

‘n’ Roll High School” with the Ramones; 
“Conrack” with Jon Voight; “Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High” with the nostalgic mim-
eograph scene; “Carrie” for some represen-
tation in the horror genre; “Bill & Ted’s Ex-
cellent Adventure” with George Carlin; and 
“Kindergarten Cop” because Ahnold.

Later in the evening, we’ll switch gears 
and go with “Animal House,” because that is 
one super funny movie.

Tony Farkas is editor of the San Jacinto 
News-Times and the Trinity County News-
Standard. He can be reached at tony@polk-
countypublishing.com.

REFLECT
continued from page 4A

to our area. The plans include routing 
through Hillister and bypassing Woodville 
on the west side. While infrastructure im-
provements can bring benefits, they can also 
pose challenges to local economies if not 
managed carefully.

 There are concerns that these changes, 
combined with our current financial trajec-
tory, could push Woodville towards finan-
cial instability. This situation calls for stra-
tegic planning and decisive action from our 
county leadership.

Leadership and Fiscal Management

Questions are being raised about the fiscal 
management skills of our county leadership. 
The county judge, who essentially serves as 
our CFO, may not have the financial back-
ground necessary to navigate these complex 
economic challenges. While all honest work 
is respectable, managing a county budget 
requires specific skills and experience that 
may be lacking in our current leadership.

A Path Forward: Community Action Steps
Increase Civic Engagement: Attend 

County Commissioner meetings regularly. 
Ask informed questions about budget allo-
cations and tax increases. Your presence and 
voice matter.

Communicate with Local Officials: Reach 
out to your representatives through calls, 
emails, or letters. Express your concerns and 

ask for detailed plans to address these issues.
Form Community Action Groups: Orga-

nize groups focused on researching and pro-
posing solutions to our county’s challenges. 
Leverage the diverse skills and knowledge 
within our community.

Support Local Economy: With the up-
coming bypass, our local businesses need 
community support more than ever. Make 
a conscious effort to shop locally when pos-
sible.

Educate Yourself: Take time to under-
stand county finances, tax laws, and local 
governance. An informed citizenry is cru-
cial for effective democracy.

Consider Civic Participation: If you have 
relevant skills and a passion for community 
service, consider running for local office. 
Fresh perspectives and expertise are valu-
able in times of change.

Tyler County is at a critical juncture. The 
decisions and actions we take now will shape 
the future of our community. It’s crucial that 
we come together, engage in constructive 
dialogue, and work towards solutions that 
ensure the long-term viability and prosper-
ity of our county.

 This is not about assigning blame, but 
about recognizing the challenges we face 
and taking responsible action. We have the 
power to influence the direction of our com-
munity, but it requires active participation 
from all of us.

 Let’s commit to being part of the solution. 
The future of Tyler County depends on our 
collective effort and engagement. The time 
to act is now.

ACTION
continued from page 4A

The county’s chief appraiser David Lu-

ther met with the commissioners and 

County Judge Milton Powers after a recess 

period from Monday morning’s regular 

meeting of the Tyler County Commission-

ers Court. Luther used the opportunity to 

explain the increase in appraisals. 

Powers said he’d received quite a few 

phone calls from constituents who’d found 

their values had gone up exponentially. 

Luther said the increases are mostly with 

mobile home owners. He said the apprais-

al district changed its schedule for mobile 

homes. He said that although there are 

variables determining the market values 

for mobile homes. “In my research, not all 

mobile homes are the same,” Luther said. 

Luther said the appraisal district had to 

use an average to calculate the appraisals.  

“It’s real important that they (taxpay-

ers) contact us,” Luther said. He empha-

sized that many older mobile homes are 

“treated differently,” for appraisal purposes 

than more recent builds, and mobile home 

owners who contact the appraisal district 

can get on the list so that their claims can 

be checked. 

As far as non-mobile homes go, Luther 

said that market has “leveled out,” and 

the appraisal district made no changes on 

those. Some, he said, went down in ap-

praised values.

Sondra Williams spoke about her tax 

appraisal notice, which showed where her 

market value had decreased, but her ap-

praisal went up in excess of $46K.

The house, Williams said, was built in 

2016, prior to valuations increasing. 

Pct. 1 Commissioner Joe Blacksher 

also spoke about his tax statement, which 

showed his home’s value having gone 

down, but an increase in his taxes. 

Luther said the schedules for apprais-

als comes from manuals, which are used 

nationally. The information from those 

sources are incorporated into the appraisal 

district’s software when appraising both 

residential and commercial properties, 

Luther said. 

“What effects our taxpayers effects this 

court,” Powers said.

Luther encouraged anyone to protest 

their appraisals, which can be done a num-

ber of ways, by protesting online through 

the Tyler County Appraisal District web-

site, at https://eprotest.tylercad.net, or call-

ing the district at 409-283-3736.

Powers spoke to the confusing nature 

of the method of appraisals, and referred 

to the information presented as “clear as 

mud.” 

Powers issued an open letter to con-

stituents on Tuesday, which he said was to 

express his concern and disappointment 

with the significant increases in appraisal 

values. 

“The Tyler County Commissioners 

Court shares my frustration, and we want 

to encourage each of you to take action by 

protesting these high numbers,” he wrote.

In the letter, Powers stated that it is “es-

sential” to address the issue, and encour-

aged everyone who found themselves 

with a massive increase to their tax bill to 

protest their property value with the Tyler 

County Appraisal District before the Sept. 

6, 2024 deadline.

APPRAISALS
continued from page 1A
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Hardin County
Plumbing Services, LLC

Office: 409.246.4740
Fax: 409-246-8566
Email: plumbingsvcs1998@yahoo.com

Commercial • Residential • Construction • Service

Doug Williford
& Son A/C Company

727 Fletcher St. 

Jasper, TX 75951

(409) 384-5458

Woodville
Hardwoods, LLC

Clint Anthony

P.O. Box 2144 • Woodville

(409) 283-6106 • Fax (409) 283-6085

Honesty is our 
most important product.

Woodville Auto Sales
103 South Magnolia, Woodville

(409) 283-2878 Fax: (409) 331-9133 1154 Hwy. 69 S. • Woodville • 409-283-2106
800-458-0381 • www.samhouston.net

SAM HOUSTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

LeAnn Overstreet, Senior Escrow Officer
318 W. Dogwood • 409-283-2582

loverstreet@tylercotitle.com • fax: 409-283-3777

BYTHEWOOD LEGAL SERVICES, PLLC
www.bythewoodlegal.com

AMY BYTHEWOOD
Attorney at Law

102 S. Charlton St.

P.O. Box 209

Woodville, Texas 75979

Phone: (409) 283-8800

Fax: (866) 265-8022

amy@bythewoodlegal.com

Auto Sales and Service

1621 S. Magnolia • 409-283-8211
Fax: 409-283-7847 • larrytrestautos@yahoo.com

This page is sponsored by these fine businesses. 
 We encourage you to visit them when shopping for 

goods or services.

Attend the church of your choice

APOSTOLIC

JESUS’ NAME APOSTOLIC 

TABERNACLE

120 FM 3290, Warren | 547-2238

LAKESIDE APOSTOLIC 
4712 FM 92, Spurger | 201-8295

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

493 CR 4450, Hillister | 283-2725

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

404 N. Wheeler St., Colmesneil 
837-4496

HILLISTER ASSEMBLY OF GOD

493 CR 4450, Hillister | 283-7549

OAK GROVE ASSEMBLY OF 

GOD

18459 FM 92 Rd. S., Fred  
429-5318

SHADY GROVE COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Hwy 190 W. & CR 2175 
936-208-0453

TRINITY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

120 CR 1095, Woodville 
283-2447

ABUNDANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP 
12065 Hwy 190 E., Woodville

283-3324

BAPTIST

ALINE INDEPENDENT BAPTIST

250 FM 3065, Colmesneil

BETHANY BAPTIST

1880 CR 2570, Colmesneil

COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
15156 FM 92 Rd. S., Spurger  

429-3101

BEECH CREEK BAPTIST

437 CR 4540, Spurger | 
429-3537

BETHEL BAPTIST

334 FM 1943 W., Warren
547-3201

CALVARY BAPTIST

911 N. Magnolia St., Woodville 
283-2004

CAMPGROUND BAPTIST

295 CR 2075, Woodville 
409-385-7350

CAMP ZION BAPTIST

268 CR 3100, Doucette
283-5497

CANEY CREEK BAPTIST

FM 1745, Chester | 969-2220

CHESTER BAPTIST

Chester | 969-2311

CHURCH NEW LIFE BAPTIST

105 Avalon Ct., Woodville
283-2333

CHURCH NEW LIFE BAPTIST

213 CR 1075, Woodville
 283-7002

DOGWOOD HILLS BAPTIST

823 US Hwy 190 W., Woodville 
283-3202

EMMANUEL BAPTIST

Hwy 69, Colmesneil | 837-5260

ENON BAPTIST

FM 1745, Chester | 969-2394

FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 

3025 FM 92 S., Woodville 
 489-3083

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

WARREN

11645 US Hwy 69 S., Warren 
547-2215

FIRST BAPTIST DOUCETTE

2245 Hwy 69 N., Woodville 

FIRST BAPTIST COLMESNEIL

208 W. Elder St., Colmesneil  
837-5439

FIRST BAPTIST SPURGER

12676 FM 92 S., Spurger 
 429-3116

FIRST BAPTIST WOODVILLE

202 S. Charlton St., Woodville 
283-2588

FIRST SHILOH BAPTIST

114 CR 2310, Woodville  
283-8700

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

148 CR 3260, Colmesneil

HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH

3020 FM 2565, Woodville

HEBRON CHURCH 

504 CR 1875, Village Mills 
409-834-6240

HILLISTER BAPTIST

258 FM 1013 Rd., Hillister 
 283-3350

HILLTOP BAPTIST 

11472 US Hwy 190 E., Dam B 
409-550-6371

KATY BAPTIST

N. Pitzer St., Colmesneil
 837-2022

LITTLE BAPTIST

351 CR 4494, Hillister

LITTLE FLOCK BAPTIST

1284 CR 4490, Hillister | 547-3336

MT. HOPE BAPTIST

400 N. Rail Road Ave.,
 Colmesneil

MOSS MILL MISSIONARY

 BAPTIST

Hwy 190 E., Woodville
283-3166

MT CARMEL BAPTIST

Hwy 255, Colmesneil | 283-7513

MT NEBO BAPTIST

13259 FM 1943 Rd E., Fred 
429-5579

MT OLIVET BAPTIST

FM 92, Fred | 429-3234

MT SINAI BAPTIST

972 CR 3750, Colmesneil
283-8566

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

714 CR 4525, Warren

NEW PILGRIM BAPTIST

385 CR 4252, Woodville
283-7227

NEW SHADY GROVE BAPTIST

5514 US Hwy 190 E., Woodville 
283-2218

NEW ZION BAPTIST

CR 4415 off Hwy 92, Spurger 
429-5089

PALESTINE BAPTIST

1346 E. Caney Loop, Chester  
969-2524

PILGRIM REST BAPTIST

80 Cobb Mill Rd., Woodville 
283-3904

PINEYWOODS BAPTIST

4945 FM 256 E., Colmesneil 
409-837-9669

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST

4274 FM 2992, Spurger 
429-7695 

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST

401 Elm, Woodville | 283-3008

ROCKLAND BAPTIST

Rockland | 409-504-6124

SPRINGHILL MISSIONARY

 BAPTIST

Springhill Rd., Woodville  
283-5792

TEJAS ROAD BAPTIST

Hwy 69 N., Colmesneil  
409-837-9717

TRUE VINE BAPTIST

2626 US Hwy 69 N., Doucette 
283-6863

VICTORY IN JESUS BAPTIST

13626 FM 1746, Woodville  
409-429-3460

WARREN CHAPEL BAPTIST

1482 CR 4470, Warren
547-0165

WOODVILLE MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST

1446 FM 1746, Woodville

ZION HILL MISSIONARY

 BAPTIST

Hwy 69, Colmesneil | 837-2064

BIBLE

GRACE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

23276 FM 92 S., Fred | 429-5115

CATHOLIC

OUR LADY OF PINES 

CATHOLIC

1601 N. Pine St., Woodville 
283-5367

CHURCH OF CHRIST

HILLISTER CHURCH OF CHRIST

CR 4455 #1262, Hillister 

WARREN CHURCH OF CHRIST

357 CR 4475, Warren | 547-0064

WOODVILLE CHURCH 

OF CHRIST

Hwy 190 W., Woodville
 283-5977

COGIC

WHITE’S CHAPEL

302 Blackgum St., Woodville
409-200-4676

HOUSE OF PRAYER CHURCH 

OF GOD IN CHRIST

1098 CR 4470, Warren

COWBOY CHURCH

TYLER COUNTY COWBOY 

CHURCH

685 FM 256 N., Woodville  
409-200-2014

EPISCOPAL

ST PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1703 W. Bluff St., Woodville 
283-3710

GOSPEL

WOODVILLE GOSPEL

 TABERNACLE  

1561 US Hwy 69 N., Woodville 
283-2156

JEHOVAHS  WITNESS

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S 

Highway 190 W., Woodville  
283-7579

LUTHERAN

FAITH LUTHERAN 
704 W. Holly St., Woodville

 238-7171

METHODIST

HOPEWELL FIRST 

CONGREGATIONAL

 METHODIST

190 E., Woodville | 283-2874

SPURGER METHODIST

13237 FM 1013 Rd., Spurger
429-3401

WARREN METHODIST

11774 US Hwy 69 S., Warren

WOODVILLE

 METHODIST

508 W. Bluff St. | 283-2471

HOPE UNITED METHODIST

296 CR 2615, Chester
Email: umc.arise.etx@gmail.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST LDS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 

LATTER- DAY SAINTS

1000 N. Pine St., Woodville 
283-2236

NON - DENOMINATIONAL

AGAPE CHURCH 
1102 FM 1745 N., Colmesneil 

426-2017

BELIEVERS TEMPLE FAMILY

203 W. Bluff, Woodville 

BIBLE BELIEVERS TABERNACLE

12978 US 69 S., Warren 
 936-969-2220

FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER

145 CR 1270, Warren | 547-0255

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

123 CR 4260, Woodville
283-2161

NEW BEGINNINGS PRAISE & 

WORSHIP  
501 CR 3330, Colmesneil  

837-2210

SEED OF FAITH WORSHIP 

CENTER

501 S. Beaver St., Woodville

WOODVILLE GOSPEL

 TABERNACLE

1561 US Hwy 69 N., | 
409-283-0090

PENTECOSTAL

FAITH TABERNACLE 

PENTECOSTAL

Hwy 1013, Hillister | 720-9864

THE PENTECOSTALS OF 

WOODVILLE

1613 W. Bluff St., Woodville 
283-2049

PROTESTANT

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

16140 CR 4755, Warren 
409-547-3733

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

GOOD SAMARITAN 

FELLOWSHIP

21544 FM 92 S., Fred 
429-3777

TYLER COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

Please send us your upcoming church events.  Church news is published on a
space-available basis free of charge.  Send us an email at news@tylercountybooster.com

or bring your event information to our office located at 205 W Bluff in Woodville. 
You can also call us at 409-283-2516.

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS

Caleb Spurlock, D.D.S.
General Dentistry & Orthodontics

1203 West Dogwood Street, Woodville
(409) 283-3721 • Fax (409) 283-2646

www.dentistwoodvilletx.com

Kountze

530 W. Monroe
P(409) 246-3466
F(409) 246-8700

Silsbee

490 Cemetery Rd.
P(409) 386-1000
F(409) 386-0001

Hardin

Memorial Park

418 Cemetery Rd.
(409) 386-1000

Broussard’s
Established 1889

Hunter safety course at Spurger Methodist
SPURGER – Spurger Methodist Church is pleased to host a Hunter Safety Course for 

the community.  The course leader is Game Warden, Robert Mann.  Please register if 
you plan on attending at https://tpwd.elementlms.com/course/hunter-education-class-
room-course-10409/.  Lunch will be provided.   This event will be held on Saturday, 
August 24, 2024 at the Spurger Methodist Church at 9 am in Spurger. Texas Parks & 
Wildlife requires a fee of $15/Person to cover supplies.  Participates must be 9 years or 
older as of August 24. Email perreaultvictoria29@gmail.com for any questions.

Back to School Rally at Victory Camp
COLMESNEIL – It’s that time again for the annual Back to School Rally at Victory Camp 

Colmesneil on Saturday, August 17 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This year, the camp will kick 
off the activities with a pep rally along with faith, fun and food to make the day complete. 

Join Ms. Kelli and the gang for swimming, archery, horse rides, fishing, a super-fun 
obstacle course and more. Lunch will be provided, as well as a cooling station with waters 
and popsicles throughout the day. 

Parents, grandparents, and children’s workers, please encourage your kids to attend. 
As always, we will have a back-to-school Bible club, a craft project/object lesson and 
back to school take-home items. This is a free event, paid for by friends of Gloria Russell 
Children’s Ministry. 

Children need to wear their swimsuits under their play clothes and bring a towel. Vic-
tory Camp Colmesneil is located at 2472 FM 1745 N in Colmesneil. For more informa-
tion call 409-837-4472. 

Going where 
everyone 
IS going

Many years ago, there was a television 
series that was not particularly successful. 
Years later “Star Trek” became a box office 
hit. I did not get ‘into’ the television series 
because I didn’t like it, but primarily because 
we weren’t allowed to sit in front of the TV 
all of the time.

“Going where no one has gone before” is 
a statement from the producer of the series.

As I listened to my friend Robert Taylor in 
his morning coffee devotional, Robert gave a 
brief history of Gene Roddenberry, the cre-
ator of “Star Trek”, I started thinking about 
going where all will go unless Jesus comes 
back first.

Are you prepared for that journey? Space 
is not the final frontier.

I cannot count all the people I have known 
who have made that journey…that journey 
into eternity.  The older I get the more I real-

ize I will make that journey as well.
Gene Roddenberry, in the end, had to face 

God.  It is said he didn’t believe in God.
The thing that he missed, and so do most 

people, is, “Just as people are destined to die 
once, and after that to face judgment” (He-
brews 9:27).

As the song says, “There’s a great day com-
ing”.  For some it will be a day of rejoicing 
and for others it will be a sad day.

Which will it be for you?  Are you ready?

The 
Preacher Says

By Keith Bellamy

Victory in Jesus hosting ‘FIGHT’
WOODVILLE –For In God He Trust (FIGHT) is  a ministry to young men , to help boys 

become Men In Christ. It is intended for ages 10yrs and older, (younger ages too, if you 
bring them and stay). Lunch will be provided, and it will take place  Saturday, August 17 
at noon and Victory In Jesus Church, located at 13626 FM 1746, in Woodville. For trans-
portation, call 409-429-3460, by Friday, August 16.

www.easttexasnews.com
proctorsmortuary.com
www.dentistwoodvilletx.com
https://tpwd.elementlms.com/course/hunter-education-class
?www.samhouston.net
www.bythewoodlegal.com
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Standards Link: Understand people impact other living things.

How many fish 
can you find in the 

coral reef?

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Identify adjectives in use.

The word marine is 
an adjective, which 
describes the noun 

that comes after it in 
a sentence. Select 
one page of the 
newspaper and 

circle 10 adjectives. 
Underline the 

nouns that they 
each describe.

The Adjective 
Hunt

Swimming in the warm, clear waters 
of Hawaii is a cute animal with large 
eyes. It’s called the monk seal.

Unfortunately, the Hawaiian monk seal 
is one of the most endangered marine 
mammals in the world. 

Hawaiians call the seal ‘Īlio holo i ka uaua.

Circle every other letter to find out what 
‘Īlio holo i ka uaua means.

When people realized that the number of 
Hawaiian monk seals was getting smaller, they 
started taking actions to protect them. In 2022, 
the Hawaiian monk seal population was 
estimated to be between 1,512 and 1,743. This 
was the first time in over 20 years that the 
population surpassed 1,570.

The folds of skin around the seal’s neck look like a 
     cowl, or hood. Also, monk seals 
      spend a lot of time alone, 
            or in small groups.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

H

T

B

C

M

L

A

J

B

BABY

BREATH

CORAL

CUTE

EYES

FIRST

HAWAII

HOLD

HOOD

MAMMAL

MONK

REEF

SEALS

UNDER

YEARS

U

N

D

E

R

E

E

F

L

N

S

L

Y

O

Q

Y

U

N

E

R

E

E

N

F

P

E

H

T

Y

B

A

B

I

W

T

S

B

U

K

R

L

R

V

U

H

P

C

N

S

A

S

H

C

T

D

O

O

H

M

T

S

X

A

L

V

M

R

M

Z

J

O

E

O

H

A

W

A

I

I

Y

R

Endangered 
Marine Mammal

The Good News

Why is it called a monk seal?

Monk seals can hold their breath for up to 
20 minutes as they forage in the coral reef. 
They can dive deep under the sea to 
more than 1,800 feet!

Deep Divers

SIZE:

WEIGHT:

SIZE COMPARED 
TO A MAN WHO 
IS 6 FEET TALL:

7.5 feet length

500 to 600 pounds

Baby monk seals are called 
pups. Help mom find the pup.

Standards Link: Life Science: Understand that some animals are generalist feeders.

Monk seals are generalist feeders and eat different kinds of 
marine animals. Circle the animals that you think a monk seal 

will eat. Then, check your answers by doing the math. The items 
that add up to even numbers are what monk seals will eat.

7 + 4 + 1 =

crab

5 + 3 + 2 =

fish

3 + 4 + 2 =

seagulls

2 + 2 + 2 =

octopus

4 + 8 + 4 =

urchins

8 + 3 + 3 =
5 + 5 + 7 =

corn dogs

6 + 8 + 2 =

shrimpeels

Monk seal 
pups weigh 25-35 

pounds when 
they are born.

Pups weigh 
about 200 pounds 
within five to six 

weeks. 

Monk seal nostrils 
are small vertical slits. 

They close when 
they dive.

START

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 37

Animal Family
If you were an animal, 
which would you be 

and why? Which 
animals would be in the 

rest of your family? 

The word marine is an 
adjective that means 

living in the sea.

MARINE

Try to use the word marine 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The monk seal is a marine 
mammal.

This week’s word:

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

BODY SHAPE: Their bodies are long 
and fusiform, or torpedo-shaped, 
which helps them swim quickly and 
smoothly.

FLIPPERS: They have short flippers 
to help them swim and spin quickly.

•

•

Read these  facts about Hawaiian monk 
seals. Then draw one in 4 easy steps!

1

2

3

4

5

6

ANSWER: Orca-stra music!Standards Link: Language Arts: Write stories that have a 
beginning, middle and end.

Animal Athletes
Look through the newspaper to find four 
sports. For each one, select an animal that 
would excel at this sport. Write a story about 
your four animal athletes.

130 S. Charlton St., Woodville, TX 75979

409.283.8288 | elrodlawtx.com

www.easttexasnews.com
www.kidscoop.com
elrodlawtx.com
kidscoop.com/activity-pages
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

CALL THE 

BOOSTER

 TO ADVERTISE!

409-283-2516

Building Residential &
 Commercial House 

Pads, Ponds,
 Driveways, 
Demolition, 
Excavation, 

Culvert Installations

srbenterprisesllc.com | 409-837-2863

Our materials: Select Fill- 60/40, Sandy Loam
Green Glauconite Road Base, and Limestone Rock 

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Auto & Diesel Repair

Cars & Diesel Pick-Up Trucks
+ Heavy Haul Trucks

2510 US Hwy. 69N, Woodville

409.268.3601

PondsSite Prep

Land Clearing Keith Hatton

Agent 409.283.2424 

khatton@txfb-ins.com

WANT TO BECOME A FISHING GUIDE?

Through my career of almost forty years as an outdoors 
writer, I have fished with and written about countless fishing 
guides. How many? Well, I can only guess but I’d estimate in 
excess of one hundred. I’ve fished with veterans with decades 
of guiding under their belts and I’ve fished with great fisher-
men that were just beginning their guiding career. Most were 
very experienced fishermen but new to the art of putting pay-
ing clients on their boat with the express intent of not only 
catching fish but enjoying the company of what is hoped to 
become a new friend and repeat fishing companion.  

I believe I have learned what it takes to be a successful fish-
ing guide. As with any career, personality and people skills 
play a big part but when someone hires a fishing guide, catch-
ing fish is usually at the top of the list. Learning new fish catch-
ing skills is often important as well. I’ve fished with guides that 
were natural entertainers, some could have been stand up co-
medians but others were introspective thinkers that let their 
skills do their talking. 

Veteran guides learn to ‘read’ their clients quickly. When 
guiding experienced fishermen, it’s important for a guide not 
to over instruct with too much emphasis put on basic fishing 
skills. A seasoned guide can quickly appraise a clients skill lev-
el.  On the other hand a novice fisherman can benefit greatly 
by learning the basics from a veteran guide with the patience 
to teach.

 I’ve learned to ‘read’ the guides personality quickly through 
the years and enjoy spending time on the water with someone 
that is a funny ‘showboater’ just as much as the quiet but pro-
ficient guy or gal.

Getting started as a guide is a challenging endeavor that 
should only be undertaken by someone with a true passion for 
both catching fish and the skills to do so on a very regular basis 
but also enjoy meeting new people and bonding quickly with 
new clients they are about to spend a few hours with making 
memories and hopefully, catching fish. 

This past week, I spend a morning catching catfish with a 
young man that I began writing about several years ago when 
he first began his guiding career on Lake Ray Hubbard, Bran-
don Sargent.  Brandon cut his fishing roots in Florida fishing 
saltwater but he took to freshwater fishing quickly, and learned 
the patterns of the white bass and hybrid stripers on Ray Hub-
bard. 

“A good understanding of the bottom structure on a lake is 
key to consistently catching open water schooling species such 
as the white bass”, says Brandon,  “Triangulation with struc-
tures on land was the only way to ‘get close’ to a known piece of 
fish holding structure back in the day. Anglers would get close 
to humps, ridges or submerged trees by lining up water towers 
and other structures on land and then turning on their flasher 

(old sonar units) or paper graph to get pin point the structure. 
Today’s navionics maps with GPS makes finding topography 
below the surface easy. With today’s technology, an entire lake 
is mapped out for you and finding a particular piece of bottom 
structure is as simple as the touch of a button.”

For the past few months Brandon has spent time learning 
about catching catfish on Ray Hubbard. Many of his clients 
are only interested in catching crappie, white bass and hybrids 
but he began getting requests for catfish trips. In true Brandon 
fashion, the guide began quizzing experienced catfish anglers, 
and spending a great deal of his ‘off time’ experimenting with 
the different techniques. When he called early last week and 
informed me he was on a couple of very dependable chan-
nel catfish patterns, I was all in and joined him early the next 
morning on the dock of Sapphire Bay Marina, where he head-
quarters. We had the option of fishing deeper water and catch-
ing bigger catfish or go for the nonstop action of a shallow 
water bite he had discovered. I love catching and eating catfish 
in the one to two pound range, especially when they are in 
shallow water and I can catch them under a cork.

Brandon had baited an area with cattle range cubes a few 
yards out from a shoreline lined with rocks placed there as 
protection from erosion. The water was 4 feet deep with sev-
eral dead trees along the shoreline; a perfect spot for catching 
channel catfish. With the boat positioned about 25 yards from 
the rock lined shoreline. We baited #6 treble hooks with the 
guides homemade bait that had no rank smell like most cheese 

based baits. I’m not sure what secret ingredients Brandon uses 
but the bait looked more like dense bread dough with a pleas-
ant smell than catfish bait.   When I first baited the treble hook, 
I noted it formed a dense ball and looked like it would stay on 
the hook well but I was a bit dubious, this didn’t smell at all 
like the dough type or “punch baits” I am accustomed to using. 

We were using spinning rigs, with the baits set about 3 feet 
below the cork floaters which kept then just above bottom. 
Our trip occurred last Thursday and there was an approach-
ing front with scattered thunderstorms approaching from our 
north. The cloud cover and gentle breeze made it feel almost 
like fall. Catching was just as predicted. Toss the bait out and 
watch the cork closely the instant it hit the water, within a few 
seconds one of the aggressive little catfish would make the 
cork disappear. Keeping a close eye on the sky and radar on 
the cell phone, we enjoyed about 1.5 hours of nonstop action 
and limits of what I consider to be some of the tastiest of fish 
in fresh water. Just in the nick of time ahead of the approach-
ing squall, we made it back to the marina where we filleted our 
catch. Brandon’s dock is well appointed with cleaning table, 
couch, freezer, cooking equipment, etc. We were both hungry 
so we fired up an electric hot plate, heated some cooking oil in 
a skillet and soon had a big skillet of very fresh catfish fillets 
sizzling. 

Brandon has not added catfish to the species he guides for. 
He’s not studying the patterns of the lakes plentiful big blue 
catfish and I expect him to have these fish patterned by fall and 
cooler weather when the big blue bite gets really good. 

If you are interested in a fishing trip with Brandon, he can 
be reached at 469-989-1010 or at www.texasleadslingers.com.  

Check out Luke’s weekly outdoor radio show which is now a 
weekly podcast wherever podcasts are found, “Catfish Radio 
with Luke Clayton and Friends.”

Guide Brandon Sargent and Luke heading back to dock af-
ter a successful catfishing trip on Lake Ray Hubbard. Be-
coming established as a fishing guide can be a challenging 
endeavor. Brandon began his career a few years ago and 
Luke’s now rates him at the top of his craft. 
PHOTO BY LUKE CLAYTON

Guide Brandon Sargent with two of the many tasty chan-
nel catfish he and Luke landed at Lake Ray Hubbard last 
week.PHOTO BY LUKE CLAYTON

OUTDOOR
LIFELIFEB

Y
 LUKE CLAYTO

N

www.easttexasnews.com
week.photo
www.texasleadslingers.com
servicebyscott.com
srbenterprisesllc.com
servicebyscott.com


 

CMYK

Thursday, August 15, 2024 | TYLER COUNTY BOOSTER | Page 1Bwww.easttexasnews.com

EAST TEXAS

FISHING REPORT

By Becki Byrd

 CHESTER – Meet the Jackets was held on Friday August 9 
with a Lady Jacket versus staff volleyball game following. All 
cheerleaders, cross-country, football, and volleyball players 
were introduced. 
 After introductions the staff and Lady Jackets played a 
“friendly” game of volleyball to officially begin the season. 
The Lady Jackets beat the staff 2 sets to 0, but not because of 
lack of effort from the staff. They were good sports, and the 
crowd enjoyed the entertainment. 
 The Lady Jacket volleyball team traveled to Crockett on Sat-
urday August 10 for a tri-scrimmage with Rusk and Crock-
ett. The format was a 30-minute running time clock with a 
straight running score. The Lady Jackets beat Rusk 41-30. 

Lily Read led in kills with 8, Lily Payne had 4, Marae Pounds 
and Lauren Citrano each had 3, Emma Byrd had two, and 
Ty Cochran had one. Byrd and Read both led aces with 3, 
Marae Pounds had 2, Sydney Brock, Lauren Citrano, and 
Lily Payne each had one. Citrano and Payne each had two 
blocks on defense. 
 For the second scrimmage of the day, they defeated Crock-
ett 45-18 Marae Pounds racked up 9 kills, Lily Payne had 7, 
Lily Read with 4, Emma Byrd had 3, Ty Cochran and Lauren 
Citrano each had two. Emma Byrd had 23 assists. 
 Byrd led aces with 5, Lauren Citrano and Lily Read each 
had 3, Lily Payne had 2 and Marae Pounds had one. On de-
fense Sydney Brock led digs with 17, LIly Read had 5, Lau-
ren Citrano ended with 4. Pounds, Read, and Payne each 
had one block on the net. The JV squad also played Crockett 

JV and Rusk JV. Coach Tonnies said they did well and she 
is excited to see how much progress they make as they get 
more time on the court. 
 This week the Varsity Lady Jackets are scheduled to play 
Diboll and East Chambers in Diboll on Tuesday August 13 
starting at 4:30 p.m. At the end of the week, they will travel 
to Central Heights for a tournament with games against 
Troup at 3 p.m., Gary at 5 p.m. and Farmersville at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday August 15. 
 On Friday in the same tournament, they will play Central 
Heights at 2 p.m., Shelbyville at 5 p.m., and Arp at 6 p.m. 
Saturday games are TBA. 
 The Yellowjacket football team will have their first scrim-
mage this week against Alpha Omega with kickoff sched-
uled for 5 p.m. at Aubry Bradley Stadium.

Staff vs. Chester varsity volleyball match participants – Back Row L-R: Coach Bullock, Jesse Gay, Coach Tonnies and Jordan Tonnies, Kynlee Citrano, Matt Bryan, Marty 
Thompson, Marae Pounds, Lily Read, Lauren Citrano, Josie Pecina, Ty Cochran, Lily Payne, Cassie Gay, Kaleigh Powell, Coach Butter, Coach Tonnies, Evan Stewart, Melissa 
Bendy and Dalton Sluga. Front row: Lillie Byrd, Carlee Gay, Abby Bittick, Amanda Pounds, Sydney Brock, Jasmine Mitchell, Carrie Garsee, Susan Muncrief, Amy Dinger, 
Emma Byrd, Kyli Handley and Sadie Garsee. BECKI BYRD | TCB

‘Meet the Jackets’ event held; Chester ISD staff plays Lady Jackets in game

Fun at ‘Meet the Eagles’

The Eagle Summit played host to the annual “Meet the Eagles” event on Monday 
evening. It provided a great chance for the community to turn out and meet the 
Eagles players, cheerleaders and volleyball athletes, and to just engage in some good 
fellowship. Top left photo –Ashley and Bryan Weatherford and Dwayne Holling-
sworth pose for a photo. Bottom left – Officer Zach Zachary and Chief Mike McCulley 
made the rounds. Top – The Eagles’ cheerleading squad showed off its abilities.

PHOTOS BY JASON DRAKE AND DONNA HAMMER | TCB

B.A. Steinhagen
FAIR. Water stain; 85 degrees; 1.34 
feet below pool. Water is being 
released into the lake from Sam 
Rayburn Reservoir. Mayflies are 
hatching, so expect some topwater 
bass action. Bass are fair on soft 
plastics in the cuts, or with frogs 
over grass. Crappie are fair with 
jigs in flooded timber. Catfish are 
fair on juglines.

Livingston
GREAT. slightly stained; 88 de-

grees; 0.10 feet above 
pool. White bass are 
good and moving 
quickly in 2-16 feet of 
water. Shallow early 
morning and then 
moving to flats late 
morning hitting white 
and chartreuse Duck 
Tracker slabs. Report 
by Michael Richard-
son, Lake Livingston 
Adventures.

Nacogdoches
EXCELLENT. Water 
stained; 90 degrees; 
0.33 feet below pool. 
Largemouth bass are 

excellent on small swimbaits using 
forward facing sonar in 8-16 feet 
of water, or off the bottom in creek 
channel swings with Carolina rigs, 
or deep diving crankbaits. Crappie 
are excellent over brush piles and 
standing timber with light weight 
chartreuse and natural colored 
crappie jigs. Catfish are slow on 
cut bait and live minnows. Report 
by Cal Cameron, Cal’s ETX Guide 
Service.

Naconiche
 GOOD. Water stained; 89 degrees; 
0.50 feet above full pool. The wa-
ter temperature increased quickly 
over the last week. Continue to 
keep an eye on the thermocline be-
cause this tells you the exact depth 
to present your offering. Even 
over deep water, do not go below 
this line. Numbers of bass can be 
caught in the 8-10 feet zone with 
swing-heads, weightless flukes, 
and jerkbaits, with the Texas-rig 
stick-bait landing the most catch-
es. When you find schooling bass, 
chunk an underspin, or a “spook” 
style topwater. Crappie population 
is good. Catfish are slow. Report 
by Eric Wolfe, NacoTack Fishing 
Services. Largemouth bass are ex-
cellent on deep diving crankbaits, 
small swimbaits and Carolina rigs 
10-15 feet of water. Crappie are ex-
cellent cruising around the timber
lines with some brush piles with
live minnows or natural colored
crappie jigs. Catfish are fair on cut
bait and live minnows. Report by
Cal Cameron, Cal’s ETX Guide
Service.

Pinkston

GOOD. slightly stained; 90 de-
grees. Largemouth bass are ex-
cellent on dropshots and small 
swimbaits in 10-18 feet of water, 
or with deep diving crankbaits 
on points and edges. Lots of 3-5 
pound catches. Water visibility has 
cleared to about 3.5 feet of visibil-
ity. Catfish are good on live min-
nows. Report by Cal Cameron, 
Cal’s ETX Guide Service.

Sam Rayburn
 GOOD. Water stained; 89 de-
grees; 5.35 feet above pool. No 
water is being released, stoned in 
the creeks. Bass are slow in shallow 
water with many smaller fish be-
ing caught on frogs, and spinner-
baits. Deeper bass bite is fair with 
Carolina rigs. Crappie are slow in 
the morning, but improve midday. 
Catfish are all over the lake in 20 
feet of water and in 12 feet of water 
in the creek channels. White bass 
are on points in the south end of 
the lake near the dam. Report by 
Captain Lynn Atkinson, Reel Um 
N Guide Service. Bass are feeling 
the heat as well. Lake level is fluc-
tuating due to recent rains. Bass 
are biting on finesse baits, drop-

shot or jighead minnow or Caro-
lina rig. Mid lake to north lake is 
the most productive areas. Lots of 
fish schooling on main lake flats 
and ledges. 
 Falling water creates current so 
fish congregate and now that the 
lake is risen again the fish are scat-
tered. Report by Hank Harrison, 
Double H Precision Fishing.

Toledo Bend
 GOOD. Water slightly stained; 91 
degrees; 1.63 feet below pool. Fish-
ing patterns are consistent. Lake is 
stained in some of the main creeks, 
but still clear out on the main lake. 
Crappie fishing is slow with a few 
catches on deep brush and lighted 
boat docks at night using live bait. 
Bass are fair with very few bites on 
topwater now that all the clouds 
are gone, best bite still has been 
from 8-14 feet on Texas and Caro-
lina rig worm and mid-running 
crankbait. There are few small fish 
being caught out deeper in 18-
25 feet on drop shot and spoons, 
these fish are small and most are 
Kentucky bass. With no moon and 
poor weather the night fishing has 
slowed down this past week
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BITE by BITE
Conquering My Culinary  
Bucket List One Dish at a Time

By Emily Banks Wooten

Or, What did you do this summer?
Editor’s note: The “Bite by Bite” family is on vacation, so we called upon a guest writer to create this week’s Bite by Bite. 
Join George Hollenbeck as he shares about his and Ruth’s trip to their summer home in Westport, Mass. earlier this summer.

Summer 
in Westport

ou went WHERE this summer? Westport? Where Paul 
Newman lived, and doesn’t Martha Stewart live there? 

Didn’t F. Scott Fitzgerald and Zelda live there? Yes, but … 
that’s the wrong Westport! That is Westport, CT. We went to 

Westport, Massachusetts … a small “right to farm” community 
on the shore about 70 miles south of Boston. We first went there 

in the 1990s, but in 2008 we found our “home.” We’ve gone there 
nearly every summer.

Where is Westport, Mass.?  It is tucked in between New Bedford, Mass. 
and Fall River, Mass., and Little Compton, Rhode Island. When we think 
of that area, we think of Cape Cod and Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. 
But being tucked in there, many people looking for a shore vacation have 
never heard of it.

We don’t go ALL summer … can’t afford that. We go for a week, or 
two weeks, or maybe three. We go in late May and early June when the 
fishing is best and landlord’s kids have not descended. June weather can 
be great (“ bustin’ out all over”), or it can be foggy and cold and rainy … 
we’ve seen it all.

How did we start going there? It starts with fishing, as many of my sto-
ries do. In 2008 we were looking for a place to rent for a couple of weeks, 
not too expensive, but with lots of things to do for Ruth and guests, and 
fishing for me. We were lucky and hit the jackpot … we found a place that 
met all our needs. It’s become our vacation “home.”

Over the years, we became friends with our landlord Charles, and his 
wife Susan and we became more or less their default renters for the end 
of May and early June. I say “friends” but not exactly “social friends,” and 
they are not exactly farmers as we know it … say “gentleman farmers.” 
Charles’ father bought the original “farm” in the early ‘70s, and Charles 
and his brothers and sister and their families live there now – it’s more 
like a compound. These are true northeasterners, schooled and careered 
in Boston … really nice people, but not looking for friends. Their house 
is on the hill and ours is on the water, so we don’t see a lot of them. But, 

our informal rental agreement includes having cocktails together one 
evening where we can catch up on the year’s events.

What is it that we love about going to Westport? Westport is what a va-
cation home should be … far enough away to be “different”… it is about 
as different from Texas as you can get … climate-wise (cool!), geography-
wise (a mix of woods and small farms with smooth winding roads yet 
on the water); people-wise (a mix of Boston-educated types and ordi-
nary people … the largest ethnic group is Portuguese). A vacation home 
should also be reasonably easy to get to – a nonstop flight to Boston and 
a 70-mile drive south. It should have “things to do” within an hour or 
two (museums, historic houses, whale watching, Cape Cod, Fenway Park, 
et.al). A must-have for us is good eating, so a good location must have 
good “food” places (e.g., a great grocery, lobster and seafood, delicious 
bread and creamy ice cream). It needs good shopping places for Ruth and 
friends, and last, but not least, easy fishing places for me.

Our house is on the water on the East Branch of the river before it joins 
with the West Branch and goes into the ocean. The water is saltwater with 
tides that go in and out with the moon, each branch a few miles across 
with marsh islands in the shallow places – a perfect place for great scen-
ery and fishing for striped bass.

2024 was a special summer because we weren’t sure we would get to go. 
Fact is, we are not as sharp physically or mentally as we used to be. We 
don’t notice that, but our kids must. They decided that we shouldn’t go to 
Westport by ourselves, they would go with us – they would chaperone us 
for two weeks … first week our daughter Deana and the second week our 
son Bruddy and his wife Paula, with a weekend visit from granddaughter 
Savannah and her “friend” Jeremy who live in New York.

How did it all work out? Couldn’t have been better. The food? Our go-
to restaurant is only a couple miles away with lobster rolls to die for. We 
ate at the Bayside so often that I suspect they ordered lobster rolls or fish 
and chips and a couple of Golden Flounder beers when they saw us park 
the car.

Paula, Ruth, Bruddy and George

Ruth, George and Deana
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But this was not our only restaurant. We always frequent the Back 
Eddy at least more than once; located where the East and West Branches 
of the river come together, it has a great view of the harbor and delicious 
food and an interesting clientele. Their Bombay Sapphire martinis should 
not be drunk by old geezers, although one night I did have one with 
my fresh-caught swordfish. Ruth had fish and chips, and Deana, taking 
a break from lobster rolls, had lobster mac and cheese! The Back Eddy 
clientele varies from anglers to aristocrats.

We had a great laugh one rainy night when we were standing under the 
awning after dinner, waiting for our car. Some fancy city folks came out 
and one of the ladies looked down at Ruth’s sandals – if you know Ruth, 
you know that she wears sandals all the time, all year round, rain or shine. 
One woman looked down at Ruth’s sandals and said, “My, those sandals 
are lovely. Who are they?” It took us a minute to realize that she meant 
“what designer made them.” Our car arrived just in time for Ruth to say, 
“Thank you” and didn’t have to explain, “I got them at Payless for $14!”

We didn’t eat out all the time. Our favorite market in the world is Lee’s. 
It caters to people like us who don’t care what it costs if it is easy to fix and 
delicious. Their chicken salad can’t be beat; it’s the only place we know to 
get Adamsville Cheddar, and their Portuguese Sweetbread toast is a great 
way to start the day. They have a great selection of wines also, from our 
house wine, La Vieille Ferme White, to very elegant reds.

As for things to do, over the years we have seen so many of the sights 
that we often stayed home this year and watched the tide come and go. 
Deana had been so busy the week before we left Livingston that she was 
quite content to slow down and take care of the parents … as she said on 
her Facebook log, “Chaperoning parents is hard work!” The Aggies were 
in the baseball tournament in College Station so one must-do for her was 
watching the ball games … Deana had planned ahead and figured out how 
to get the Aggie channel.

Other than watching the Aggie games, Deana was devoted to doing 
whatever we wanted. One thing I wanted to do was have lunch with an old 
friend and his wife who had moved back to the Boston area after retiring 
from life as history professors at the University of Iowa. When Mac and I 
planned our annual lunch this year, we both realized we had aged out of 
meeting halfway at Harry’s Bar and Grill. When I told Mac that Deana was 
with us, he suggested that we should all come for lunch with him and Sarah 
at their new home, senior living place, Linden Ponds. We could “reunion” 
and they would get to meet Deana. Much to my surprise, Deana was not 
only willing, but eager to make the trip (possibly she was thinking “aging 
parents, senior living”). She asked, “How long have you known Mack and 
how do you know him?”

“I’ve known him for over 60 years. One Sunday night in 1957 when we 
were first-year graduate students at the University of Wisconsin, by chance 
we both went to the Wesley Foundation seeking a free meal and hoping to 
meet girls. As it turned out, we did get a free meal but met no girls. Instead, 
we met each other and have been friends ever since.”

The trip to Linden Ponds turned out to be a truly festive reunion and a 
chance to see a luxurious senior living facility. Linden Ponds exceeded our 
expectations. With 1,300+ residents, it has five or six restaurants, a branch 
of the Bank of Boston, a dentist office, a medical center, and just about 
everything that seniors, at whatever age and stage, would need. Mac said 
that after owning houses for years, he felt like he had laid his burden down. 
Their apartment was lovely, spacious, providing room for both of them to 
have a working space, kitchen, et.al.  As we said goodbye, we admitted that 

we were impressed, but not yet ready for senior living.
The week couldn’t pass without Deana and Ruth having one “mother/

daughter bonding day.” They lunched at yet another of our favorites, and 
did some shopping, and even found something to buy at a Westport bou-
tique.

Week 1 came to an end as we sadly put Deana in a car to the airport for 
her trip home. It was lonely without Deana, but by midafternoon our Week 
2 chaperones arrived from Dallas. No surprise, they were hungry, so back 
to the Bayside and lobster rolls again!

What did we do in Week 2? There is something about watching the tide 
come in and go out that is hard to leave. An occasional swan, maybe a 
flock of geese or osprey, and on the weekend maybe a sailboat or a rowing 
scull. When Paula and Ruth went shopping, Bruddy and I could fish. With 
a kayak outside the house, I could fish every day, thanks to an 18-footer 
borrowed from my friend and retired guide whom I had fished with since 
1993. When David retired, he put me onto another great guide, Parker 
Mauck, who took me out in his boat several days. One day Bruddy and I 
went with Parker to the West Branch where we found a pod of nice stripers. 
Bruddy had the hot hand and must have landed a dozen.

On Friday, the grandkids arrived, and Savannah and Jeremy drove in 
from New York, eager for a lobster roll and a trip to Nantucket. They like to 
get up late and “live large,” so we knew just tide watching was over. (How 
large? One day they arrived home with seven pints of ice cream from our 
favorite creamery, Handy Hill). Going to Nantucket was a trip we had done 
several years, but this year everyone agreed that the cobblestones of Nan-
tucket were not for old people. Ruth and I gracefully opted out, and Bruddy 
and Paula and Savannah and Jeremy took off for a couple of days on the 
Island, a two-hour ride on the ferry from New Bedford. They had two days 
doing island things like a bicycle tour of the island, shopping and eating. 
We were sorry to see them go without us, but to tell you the truth, Ruth and 
I are not used to being chaperoned 24/7. We enjoyed our time watching the 
tide and were glad to see them when they came back. Savannah and Jeremy 
soon took off for their three and a half-hour drive back to New York … a 
weekend drive that turned out to be seven hours!

What did we do those last few days? Not much but watch the tide, went 
over to Tiverton, Rhode Island for lunch (yep, more lobster rolls), and on 
the way back stopped at Handy Hill to replenish our stock. That place is a 
disaster for ice cream lovers.

But, all good things come to an end. Our last day, Bruddy and Paula took 
us to Boston where they put us on our flight to Houston before they took 
theirs to Dallas.

So, how was the vacation this summer? One of our best vacations ever. 
How did you like having a chaperone? We loved it … no decisions, no wor-
ries! What was the most fun? The whole thing was delightful, but the really 
special thing was living every parent’s dream – spending a week with each 
of the kids, and even a couple of days with grandkids. With the schedules 
that everybody has today, a whole week with each kid is really tough to 
arrange.

 What about next year? Nobody knows what a year will bring. I figure 
Carpe Diem. Maybe by then we will have aged out of our summer home. 
Maybe the world will end? Who knows? If you catch that 7:45 a.m. to Bos-
ton on May 27, 2025 … God willing and the creeks don’t rise, look for us 
… in first class with our chaperone! You might as well go first class too … 
your heirs will! ■
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  1  national gemstone

      of Australia

  5  TXism: “busy as _

      ___-armed fry cook”

  6  children

  7  TX Matson who won

      gold in shot put in

      1968 Olympics (init.)

  8  last name of Dallas

      City Hall designer

  9  TXism: “changes

      his ____  __ often

      as he does socks”

15  “Foard County ____”

      (newspaper)

16  TX Michael Johnson

      won gold here in

      1992 (4 x 100 relay)

19  James Bond’s 

      code number

21  bye in Mexico

22  TXism: “couldn’t

      hit the side __  _

      ____” (poor shot)

27  depend on

28  in Lubbock County

      on U.S. 62 & 82

29  most mature fruit

30  performers

32  first two initials of
      8-across designer

33  27th governor,

      familarly (2 wds.)

36  irritate or annoy

37  this Jeff of Houston

      Oilers committed

      suicide in 1993

38  delighted

39  state north of the

      Red River

41  TXism for “your”

42  48-across is a

      ______ city 

  1  White ___, Texas

  2  Hawaiian taro dish

  3  county that is north

      of Ector and south

      of Gaines

  4  French-based

      musical (2 wds.)

  8  unskilled laborer

  9  TXism: “got too

      ____  _____  __ 

      ___ fire” 
      (spread too thin)

10  first two letters of
      U.S. tax agcy. 

11  she was wife of

      Gov. Connally (init.)

12  TXism: “was around

      when the ____  ___ 

      ___ only sick” (old)

45  decline, decrease

46  star Paul of Texas-based

      1963 film “Hud” (init.)
47  members-only ware-

      house store: “____ Club”

48  Yemen port city

49  TXism: “____  __  _

      fiddle string”
52  sharpened

53  also called “off-the-rack”

      or OTR

54  Dallas Stars leag.

55  a fancy

      Brooklyn

      coffee

13  Alan of “The Aviator”

      about TX Hughes

14  dirt

15  Perryton is a city in

      ________ Texas

16  cowboys wear big

      ____ buckles

17  TXism: “if it ain’t

      true, there ain’t __ 

      ______ in Texas”

18  highest academic

      honors go to _ 

      _____ cum laude

      graduate

20  extremely

22  TXism: “don’t give 

      a hoot __ a holler”

23  small lie

24  TXism: “useless as

      perfume on _  ___”

25  “beer _____” 

      (big stomach)

26  Austin band: “_____

      at the Wheel”

28  TXism: “____ take a

      faith healer to fix it”
      (poor condition)

31  J.V. “____” Sikes

      was an A&M star 

      in the 1920s

34  TXism: “mighty

      fond __”

35  “___ low, sell high”

37  TXism: “busy as _

      ___-armed paper

      hanger”

40  TX Trini’s “If I ___

      _ Hammer”

43  arithmetic

44  “Hook ‘__  _____!”

50  TXism: “fresh mar-

      ried” (_____wed)

51  “in the year of our

      Lord” abbr.
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Pandemic relief funds for schools about to end

Gary Borders

Capitol 

Highlights
By Gary Borders

Texas Press Association

Texas public schools re-
ceived more than $19 billion in 
pandemic relief funds over the 
last four years, but that pipe-
line of cash will largely end on 
Sept. 30, The Texas Tribune re-
ported.

That means many Texas 
schools already struggling with 
budget deficits will begin the 
school year with even more se-
rious deficits, especially since the Texas Legislature has not 
increased base per-student pay since 2019 — a year before 
the pandemic began.

Congress passed the Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief package in 2020 to help schools deal with 
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, which caused en-
rollment declines, teachers exiting the profession and fall-
ing test scores. That funding is about to end, with essentially 
nothing to take its place for many school districts already at 
the maximum allowed property tax rate.

“It’s not about making up ESSER, because we all knew 
that was one-time funding,” said La Joya ISD Superintendent 
Marcey Sorensen. “I just would ask, without getting politi-
cal whatsoever, that everybody just look in the mirror and 
say, OK, if we really haven’t provided additional funding since 
2019, maybe it’s time that we just give school districts a little 
bit more of what they need, knowing that kids have different 
needs now.”

A recent survey conducted by the Texas Association of 
School Business Officials concluded that out of 313 school 
districts across the state, nearly 80% reported deficit budgets 
or a lack of resources as one of their top challenges.

Abbott orders hospitals to report immigrant care data
All Texas hospitals enrolled in Medicaid or the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program have been ordered by Gov. Greg 
Abbott to report costs incurred by treating undocumented 
immigrants, the Austin American-Statesman reported. In a 
news release outlining his executive order, Abbott blamed the 
Biden administration’s border security policies for health care 
costs related to those immigrants.

“Texans should not have to shoulder the burden of finan-
cially supporting medical care for illegal immigrants,” Abbott 

said.

Some Democratic lawmakers 
criticized the order.

State Rep. Gene Wu, D-Austin, posted on X: 
“Texas has the HIGHEST uninsured healthcare 
in the nation. Texas has the WORST mental 
health care in the nation. Texas has one of the 
worst (mortality) and infant mortality rates in 
America. But these are the Republicans priori-
ties.”

Five more counties added to disaster list
In the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl, five more Texas coun-

ties have been added to the federal disaster list, the governor’s 
office announced.

The counties of Austin, Bowie, Shelby, Trinity and Waller 
have been added to the list, which already included Brazoria, 
Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Jackson, Jasper, Jef-
ferson, Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Or-
ange, Polk, San Jacinto, Walker and Wharton counties.

Texans can apply for FEMA disaster assistance online at di-
sasterassistance.gov or by calling 800-621-3362.

Carbon monoxide poisonings spike in wake of storm
Carbon monoxide poisonings rose dramatically in the 

wake of Hurricane Beryl, with about 400 people ending up in 
Texas emergency rooms since the storm struck on July 8, the 
Texas Standard reported. That is the highest number report-
ed since the 2021 winter storm, the Texas Standard reported. 
Two people died of CO poisoning in Harris County.

CO poisonings caused by widespread power outages are 
growing more common as climate change causes more ex-
treme weather events, according to scientists.

“Whether you want to blame it on this, that or the other, I 
don’t care. The world is changing. The climate is changing,” 
said Dr. David Persse, Houston’s chief medical officer.

School about to start; watch for the kiddoes
With school about to start, drivers are urged to stay alert 

and exercise caution in school zones, the Texas Department 
of Public Transportation advised. School zones can be cha-
otic, and 748 crashes were reported inside them last year. In 
addition, 2,523 collisions involving school buses occurred in 

Texas last year, killing 11 people and injuring 63.
TxDOT has launched its “Be Safe. Drive Smart Back-to-

School” campaign in hopes of reducing crashes. The most 
common causes of crashes are preventable, such as speeding, 
distracted driving and failure to yield the right of way. Among 
the tips offered by TxDOT:

· Be aware. Traffic patterns around schools may have 
changed since last school year.

· Stay alert and put your phone away. Using a handheld 
electronic device while driving in an active school zone is 
against the law.

· Stop and yield the right of way to a pedestrian, bicyclist, 
or other vulnerable road user in a crosswalk. The Lisa Torry 
Smith Act of 2021 enhanced the penalties for failing to fol-
low the law and protect people in crosswalks. Seriously injur-
ing someone who is lawfully in a crosswalk is now a state jail 
felony.

· Obey school zone speed limit signs. Remember, traffic 
fines increase in school zones.

· Know where to go. Drop off and pick up your kids in your 
school’s designated areas, not the middle of the street.

· Be on the lookout. Keep an eye on children gathered at 
bus stops.

· Watch for children who might dart across the street or 
between vehicles.

Yup, it’s hot in Texas
Exactly how hot is it in the Lone Star State as a heat dome 

covers much of Texas during these dog days of August? Ac-
cording to the Statesman, our state has the fourth-highest av-
erage temperature so far this year, coming in at 65.8 degrees. 
That might not seem all that hot, but keep in mind it includes 
temps recorded in January averaged in with that summer 
heat.

Topping the list of hottest states is Florida, followed by 
Hawaii and Louisiana, according to data compiled by The 
Blogler. After Texas comes Georgia, Mississippi and Alabama. 
Surprisingly, Arizona — even with triple-digit temperatures 
recorded regularly around Phoenix — is tied for ninth place.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of community newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Committees take on Human Services, Public Health

Gary Borders

Capitol 
Update
By Trent Ashby

State Representative, District 9

It’s back to school time! 
Two  weeks ago, the Texas 
Comptroller announced the 
25th Annual Texas Sales Tax 
Holiday, which took place 
from August 9 to 11 this year. 
This year, the holiday was es-
timated to save Texans over 
$140 million at the checkout, 
and it has saved Texans nearly 
$2 billion since its inception 
in 1999. 

The holiday exempts sales tax on qualified items, such as 
clothing, footwear, school supplies, and backpacks, priced 
below $100, saving shoppers about $8 per $100 they spend.   

With that, we’ll dive back into our examination of House 
interim charges. . . 

House Interim Charge: Human Services 
The House Committee on Human Services has jurisdic-

tion over bills regarding welfare and rehabilitation pro-
grams, intellectual disability support programs, and the 
prevention and treatment of intellectual disabilities. 

The committee also oversees state agencies such as the 
Health and Human Services Commission, the Department 
of Family and Protective Services, the Texas State Board of 
Social Worker Examiners, and the Texas State Board of Ex-
aminers of Professional Counselors. 

Over the interim, the committee will moni-
tor the implementation of House Bill 1575 
and Senate Bill 24. HB 1575, which was passed 
to improve health results for pregnant women, 
created an enhanced screening process for ex-
pecting mothers to identify better nonmedi-
cal health-related needs. The bill also sought 
to increase access to existing support services 
by reimbursing community health workers to 
provide services to improve maternal and in-
fant health outcomes. 

SB 24 consolidated programs offered during pregnancy, 
childhood, and to disadvantaged families for prevention 
and early intervention under the Health and Human Servic-
es Commission. The bill also established the Thriving Texas 
Families Program to fund services to families to promote 
healthy pregnancy, childbirth, and family formation and to 
help families achieve economic self-sufficiency.

Additionally, the committee will evaluate the appropriate 
role of the state in overseeing Medicaid managed care and 
will also study access to home and community-based ser-
vices waiver, 

including the interest list, effects of inflation on the cost of 
services, and availability of services and service providers. 

House Interim Charge: Public Health
The House Committee on Public Health has jurisdiction 

over bills regarding the protection of public health, the prac-

tice of medicine and dentistry, mental health support pro-
grams, and the treatment of mental health.

The committee also oversees state agencies such as the 
Health and Human Services Commission, the Texas Medi-
cal Board, the Texas State Board of Pharmacy, and many 
other agencies. 

Over the interim, the committee will monitor the imple-
mentation of Senate Bill 26, which seeks to expand mental 
health capacity, especially for children and adolescents, by 
creating an innovation grant program. The bill also imple-
ments a methodology for transitioning patients out of state 
hospitals. 

Additionally, the committee will study the best practices 
of procedures for the emergency detention of a person with 
mental illness. 

The committee will also examine the causes contribut-
ing to the closures of obstetrics units in rural areas and the 
effects of the closures on births, infant mortality, and ma-
ternal mortality and will make recommendations to ensure 
access to prenatal and obstetrical care in rural Texas.

The mobile office is on the road again in August, and our 
District Director looks forward to seeing you on the follow-
ing dates at the following times: August 7 at the San Augus-
tine County Courthouse in San Augustine from 9-11 a.m.; 
August 14 at the Polk County Commissioner’s Courtroom 
in Livingston from 9-11 a.m. and the Tyler County Com-
missioner’s Courtroom in Woodville from 1:30-3:30 p.m; 
and August 21 at the Houston County Courthouse Annex 
in Crockett from 9-11 a.m. and the Trinity County Court-
house in Groveton from 1:30-3:30 p.m

As always, please do not hesitate to contact my office if we 
can help you in any way. My district office may be reached 
at (936) 634-2762 and my Capitol office may be reached at 
(512) 463-0508. Additionally, I welcome you to follow along 
on my Official Facebook Page, where I will be posting regu-
lar updates on what’s happening in your State Capitol and 
sharing information that could be useful to you and your 
family: https://www.facebook.com/RepTrentAshby/.

t y l e r  c o u n t y

eas t t e x a snews . com

now you k
now.
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By Paige Bentley

Methamphetamine use remains a significant public health challenge in East Texas. This 
highly addictive stimulant poses a severe risk to individuals and communities alike. A look 
into the current state of methamphetamine use within our region reveals how crucial to un-
derstand its impact, the signs of abuse, and the resources available for those in need.  

John, a resident of East Texas, struggled with methamphetamine addiction for several 
years. His life took a downward spiral as his addiction deepened, leading to severe health 
problems, strained family relationships, and legal troubles. John vividly remembers the phys-
ical toll and the mental struggles he endured.

Despite these challenges, John’s turning point came when he was referred to the Alcohol 
and Drug Awareness Council’s (ADAC) treatment program. Initially hesitant, John gradually 
committed to the comprehensive treatment plan, which included detoxification, individual 
and group counseling sessions, and ongoing support. The compassionate and professional 
staff at ADAC played a crucial role in his recovery, providing the necessary resources and 
support to help him rebuild his life.

Through the program, John reconnected with his family, repaired broken relationships, 
and found stable employment. Today, John is a strong advocate for addiction recovery, often 
sharing his story to inspire others struggling with similar issues. His journey underscores the 
importance of recognizing the signs of methamphetamine abuse early and seeking help from 
trusted organizations like ADAC.

The rise of fentanyl-laced methamphetamine has added another layer of danger. As Kim 
Bartel explains, “Due to the fentanyl, there is an increased risk of not only overdose but of 
severe side-effects.” This makes it even more crucial to be vigilant and proactive in address-
ing this issue.

Methamphetamine, commonly known as meth, crystal, or ice, has seen a resurgence in 
East Texas over the past decade. According to the Texas Department of State Health Services, 
methamphetamine one of the most commonly reported drugs in substance abuse treatment 
admissions. In East Texas, this increase is alarming due to the drug’s potent addictive proper-
ties and the severe physical and psychological effects it has on users. Kim Bartel, Region Five 

Prevention Resource Center Program Manager, notes, “We’ve seen an increase in fentanyl-
laced methamphetamine coming up from Mexico,” further complicating the issue. He went 
on to note that, “fentanyl contamination of other drugs has pushed East Texas to have the 
highest overdose per capita in Texas.” 

Methamphetamine use not only affects the individuals who use it but also has far-reaching 
consequences for families, communities, and the broader society. The drug is linked to a 
range of issues, including severe health problems, such as chronic dental issues, skin sores, 
weight loss, and increased risk of infectious diseases. Mental health issues are also prevalent, 
with users often experiencing anxiety, paranoia, hallucinations, and violent behavior. Crime 
rates are notably affected by methamphetamine use, with a rise in both property crimes and 
violent offenses. Furthermore, the economic costs to the community are substantial, encom-
passing healthcare expenses, law enforcement efforts, and lost productivity.

Early detection of methamphetamine abuse can significantly improve recovery outcomes. 
Common physical signs include rapid weight loss, dental issues (often referred to as “meth 
mouth”), skin sores, and hyperactivity. Behavioral signs to watch for include erratic behavior, 
paranoia, hallucinations, and social isolation.

For those struggling with methamphetamine use, immediate help is available. Commu-
nity support is robust, with local organizations like the Alcohol & Drug Awareness Council 
(ADAC) providing resources, support groups, and educational programs to assist individuals 
and families affected by methamphetamine use.

Methamphetamine use remains a critical issue in East Texas, impacting the health and 
safety of individuals and communities. By understanding the scope of the problem, recogniz-
ing the signs of abuse, and knowing where to find help, we can work together to combat this 
epidemic. Remember, recovery is possible, and support is available.

For more information and resources, please visit the Alcohol and Drug Awareness Coun-
cil’s website at http://www.adacdet.org or contact our office directly at 1-800-445-8562. Let 
us work together to build a healthier, drug-free East Texas.

Paige Bentley is the PRC Public Relations Coordinator for the Region 5 Prevention Re-
source Center based in Lufkin.
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Let us put you in that new car! 

Before you go shopping for your next 

new or used car or truck, come in 

and visit with us about an auto loan. 

We will explain all your financing 
options. We offer competitive rates 

and payments to fit your budget. 
You will receive personal service 

from people you know and trust. 

First state Bank

FIRST STATE BANK
Jasper  |  Woodville  |  Buna  |  Livingston  |  Onalaska  |  Shepherd

936-327-5211 | 409-384-3486  |  www.fsblivingston.bank

SAM HOUSTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

800-458-0381 

www.SamHouston.net 

Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC  

STORMS 
STRIKE QUICKLY
Check Your Generator Before 

Storms Arrive. 

Take time to make sure your 

backup generator is working 

properly, is the right size for your 

needs, and you have a safe area 

to place it when it’s time to pull 

it out of storage. Your generator 

needs a clean, dry, well-ventilated 

area and a transfer switch installed 

by a licensed electrician.

Meth use in East Texas: An ongoing battle

www.easttexasnews.com
http://www.adacdet.org
www.samhouston.net
facebook.com/samhoustonec
www.fsblivingston.bank
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An Amazing Creature
By Maureen Peltier 

We see them at night in our yards or on the 
sides of roads, wobbling around slowly with 
beady little eyes, short hairless ears, long rat-
like tails, narrow rather unattractive heads, 
and bodies about the size of a house cat with 
a long snout. Sometimes they get mad and 
hiss as they show their sharp teeth.

Other times, they do the opposite and roll 
over like they’re playing possum.  Then if we 
leave them alone, they surprisingly come 
back to life. Yes, we’re talking about the pos-
sum, that nocturnal creature we take for 
granted, but which is really quite unique.  

Why?  Because it is the only marsupial in 
North America and because it is the only an-
imal in North America with a prehensile tail, 
which it uses like a fifth limb.  The possum 
also ranks as the mammal with more teeth 
(50) in its mouth than any other animal in 
North America.   

But what’s with that playing dead behav-
ior? Do possums serve any purpose? Can 
they hurt us? Could we eat them? What 
should we do when we see one?  The answers 
to these questions may lead you to agree that 
they are a little amazing.

First, the answer to the question you al-
ways wondered about – is this creature called 
an opossum or a possum?   They are formally 
named opossums, with a silent “o” like the si-
lent “h” in the word hour.  Since the “o” is not 
pronounced, it’s perfectly okay to text your 
friends to tell them that you have an “opos-
sum” in your yard. But if you’re out with your 
friends in the yard at night and one shows 
up, you can tell them to come see the “pos-

sum”.   Suffice it to say that this little animal 
got the strange opossum name in the early 
1600’s from an Indian word. No matter how 
you spell it, you say “possum”.

Since that’s all cleared up, let’s move on.   
The behavior we call “playing possum” oc-
curs when they feel threatened.  They are 
mimicking the appearance of a sick or dead 
animal so they can be left alone.  What you 
might not know, though, is that you are 
witnessing an involuntary physiological re-
sponse, similar to our fainting.    When it 
happens, their lips draw back to bare their 
teeth, saliva foams around their mouth, their 
eyes close, and they emit a nauseating smell.  
It seems to work every time.    They can be 
prodded, turned over or carried away, but 
they’ll remain stiff.  Makes us want to leave 
them alone!   After a while, they regain con-
sciousness and saunter away like nothing 
ever happened.  

If they have a purpose, it would be as clean-
up eaters, the ultimate scavengers, eating 
anything dead or alive, animal or vegetable. 
And if it’s dead, they love it - animal, insect, 
rodent, bird, etc.  When we see them on the 
road, they may even be eating the skeletal re-
mains of roadkill that vultures leave behind.  
Possums need high amounts of calcium and 
their strong jaws and all those teeth allow 
them to easily crack and consume bones of 
dead animals.   They also eat living things, 
like eggs, frogs, plants, fruits and grains, plus 
cockroaches, spiders, fleas and ticks.    They 
keep mice and rat populations in check.  
When foraging at night, the possum keeps 
its nose to the ground, relying on its strong 
sense of smell and touch.  But as we all know 

too well, they especially relish an 
easy meal of dog and cat food, plus 
whatever scraps they find in your 
garbage can if you don’t leave the lid 
on tight.  We can give them a little 
credit though - they only come along 
after the raccoons have pried open the 
lid.  Possums can’t do that.  

Being marsupial, like the kangaroos 
and koalas, the females have no pla-
centa, meaning they have a very unique 
reproductive system.  Their gestation 
period is only 11-13 days, allowing 
a female possum to have 1-3 liters 
per year.   The newborn possums, 
much like embryos, are about the size of 
honeybees. After birth they migrate to the 
mother’s pouch, which has thirteen nipples, 
formed in a circle with one in the middle.   
They nurse for about two months, at which 
time the young start to venture out and even-
tually cling to the mother’s back as they be-
gin to find food sources for themselves.  At 
about 4 or 5 months they are on their own 
and begin reproducing themselves.  A nurs-
ing mother is not often nimble enough to 
escape predators, so the lifespan of a female 
possum is only one or two years; few of the 
young even survive the first year.  Likewise, 
male possums usually don’t live more than 
two years. 

With strong claws and that prehensile tail, 
they easily scale tree trunks and travel out 
on branches to hunt for food. Their climbing 
ability also allows them access to tree hol-
lows where they sometimes nest.

At one time this animal was widely con-
sumed in our country, with meat coming 

from hunters or long-gone farms. Googling 
possum recipes results in thousands of hits. 
The most popular recipe is Possum Stew. The 
recipe says to remove the skin and as much 
fat as possible, rub down the meat with flour, 
salt, pepper, and thyme, cover it with a little 
water, add sweet potatoes, apples or various 
vegetables and cook everything for a couple 
of hours. Interesting YouTube videos give 
more specific instructions and other options 
you might like to try. 

Presuming you don’t want to hunt down 
a possum for your dinner table, but would 
rather that it move on out of your yard, what 
do you do?  First, make sure it can’t assess 
dark places under or around your house, 
then just leave it alone.  It doesn’t dig.  It’s not 
a rodent.  It’s solitary, very shy and not ag-
gressive.  It typically won’t attack your dog or 
cat.  It’s just Nature’s amazing chief sanitation 
engineer, working its night shift. 

PUC seeks feedback 
on utility performance

Special to the Booster 

AUSTIN — The Public Utility Commission of Texas encour-
ages consumers in the Greater Houston area to share their expe-
riences with power outages and utility performance during the 
May 2024 derecho and Hurricane Beryl. 

To share their experiences, Texans can use a questionnaire 
linked on the PUCT’s homepage. The questionnaire is avail-
able in English and Spanish and only takes about five minutes 
to complete.

“The most important people in our investigation into the 
preparedness and response to these devastating storms are the 
Texans who experienced these storms firsthand,” said PUCT Ex-
ecutive Director Connie Corona. “We want to hear from you, 
whether you lost power during these storms or not. The infor-
mation you provide will guide us in making changes to prevent 
a disaster of this scope in the future.”    

Nearly 1 million Texans lost power in May 2024 following the 
derecho. Hurricane Beryl stormed through the Greater Houston 
area as a Category 1 storm on July 8, leaving more than 2.6 mil-
lion Texans without power. 

At the direction of Gov. Greg Abbott, the PUCT is investi-
gating the preparedness and response by utilities in the Greater 
Houston area to these extreme weather events. The PUCT must 
submit its findings with recommendations by Dec. 1.

The public can view Gov. Abbott’s directive and public docu-
ments related to the investigation through the PUCT’s Inter-
change website under Project No. 56822.

Meanwhile, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick sent a letter to the PUC urg-
ing them to claw back $800 million of ratepayer money from 
CenterPoint. 

Upon sending the letter, Patrick said in a statement: “As 
promised, here is the letter I sent to the PUC urging them to 
claw back $800 million of ratepayer money from CenterPoint. 
I remain committed to fighting on behalf ratepayers to ensure 
they do not pay for CenterPoint’s mismanagement.”

In the letter, Patrick urged the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas to conduct an immediate review of CenterPoint Energy’s 
Temporary Emergency Electric Energy Facilities Rider.

Patrick’s letter states that utility companies can lease mobile 
generation units for use during emergencies causing large-scale 
power outages, such as severe storms or hurricanes to quickly 
get power to critical facilities following a major emergency. 

It states that while several firms, including AEP and Oncor, 
leased small mobile generators, CenterPoint deviated from this 
approach, instead appearing to choose to prioritize profits over 
effectiveness. Rather than leasing small mobile generators as 
intended by the legislation, CenterPoint squandered $800 mil-
lion of ratepayer funds on massive non-mobile generators while 
spending only .000625% of that amount on what the legislation 
called for and would have actually helped their customers in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Beryl. 

As a result, CenterPoint was forced to borrow small mobile 
units from other firms while the large non-mobile generators 
sat idle. 

During the recent Senate Special Committee on Hurricane 
and Tropical Storm Preparedness, Recovery, and Electricity 
hearing, it was revealed that CenterPoint’s strategy of leasing 
these large generators will result in at least $30 million in profits, 
despite providing limited to no benefit during over 99 percent of 
emergencies, the letter states.

‘Wildlife in Focus’ expands photography contest 
Prizes now up to $45,000

Special to the Booster

SAN ANTONIO – Wildlife in Focus, a non-profit organiza-
tion which targets wildlife and ecosystem conservation in 
Texas, recently expanded its popular biennial photography 
competition in order to reach more landowners and pho-
tographers across the state.

The expansion includes plans to encourage the own-
ers of any and all privately owned land across the state to 
participate in the contest. In addition, the organization has 
added a new category that allows individual photographers 
to compete for separate prize purses without being part of a 
landowner/photographer team.

The competition, which has existed for 20 years, has three 
entry levels: landowner/photographer team, videographer, 
and individual photographer. The two photography con-
tests both span 50 categories, and the videography contest 

has eight opportunities for entries. Total prize purse for all 
three contests, all categories, is

$45,000. The goal of the competitions is to promote 
conservationism and to create a visual story of the beauty 
of native Texas land and wildlife, from insects to sunsets, 
from borders to bayous. The prize-winning photos for each 
competition are then used to produce a coffee-table book 
as well as promoting the educational outreach program of 
the organization, Kritters 4 Kids, which targets school-age 
children grades K-8.

“We are very excited to share that our upcoming contests 
are now available for landowners anywhere in the entire 
state of Texas,” said Miles Phillips, Wildlife in Focus photo 
contest director. “Photographers and videographers from 
anywhere and with all levels of skill and time now have ad-
ditional entry options.”

Registration for the competition is now open at the wild-

lifeinfocus.org website. Deadline for entry is Dec. 1, 2024. 
The active window for photography is from Feb. 21, 2025 
to May 31, 2025. Photographers and landowners can set up 
their own teams, or WiF will assist in pairing teams.

The registration fee is $500 for each participant on the 
landowner/photographer teams. The individual photog-
rapher entry fee is based on the number of categories and 
photos entered and includes entry into the videography 
competition. The fee for entering the videography contest 
alone is $100 each for landowner and videographer. Full 
rules for the contest, including equipment requirements, 
technology specifications, categories and prize purses, are 
available at wildlifeinfocus.org.

Any questions or concerns regarding the competition can 
be emailed to info@wildlifeinfocus.org or left in a voicemail 
at 361-342-9585.

www.easttexasnews.com
lifeinfocus.org
wildlifeinfocus.org
feedingamerica.org
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE (REAL ES-
TATE) BY VIRTUE OF A WRIT OF EXE-
CUTION issued out of the Precinct 1 Justice 
Court of Tyler County, Texas, in a certain 
cause numbered SC9130266. On the 11th 
day of July A.D. 2024, styled: Bruce C. Kip-
pley vs. John A. Gaines, to me, as Deputy di-
rected and delivered, I have levied upon this 
25th day of July A.D. 2024 and will between 
the hours of 10:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. on the 
first Tuesday in September A.D. 2024, it be-
ing the 3rd day of said month, at the Court 
House of said Tyler County, proceed to sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash in hand, all right, title and interest, if 

any, which the defendant had on the 11th 
day of July A.D. 2024, or at any time there-
after, of in and to the following described 
property: Property ID #3081, Geographic 
ID #R003081, Type: Real. Legal Descrip-
tion: A0110 BBB & CRR CO, TRACT 1, 
PT OF 2, ACRES 1.899. ADDRESS 249 CR 
4374 SPURGER, TX 77660. Said property is 
levied on as the property of John A. Gaines 
and will be sold to satisfy the judgment for 
$20,499.00 Dollars. GIVEN UNDER MY 
HAND on this 8th day of August A.D. 2024. 
Sheriff Bryan Weatherford Tyler County, 
Texas By Richard Cokes, Sgt. Richard Coker.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of ALLEN RICHMOND SPIVEY, 
Deceased, were issued on August 7, 2024, 
in Cause No. PR-10096, pending in the 
County Court of TYLER County, Texas, to: 
CHARLES BRADLEY SPIVEY. All persons 
having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

c/o: BRAD ELROD, ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
PLLC Attorney at Law, 130 South Charlton 
Street WOODVILLE, TX 77664. DATED 
the 7 day of August, 2024. BRAD ELROD, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC Attorney for 
CHARLES BRADLEY SPIVEY State Bar 
No.: 24087471, 130 South Charlton Street 
WOODVILLE, TX 77664 Telephone: (409) 
283-8288 Facsimile: (409) 283-8078 Email:
brad@elrodlawtx.com.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is here-
by given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of ANDREW JOSEPH LEB-
LANC, JR., Deceased, were issued on Au-
gust 7, 2024, in Cause No. PR-10098, pend-
ing in the County Court of TYLER County, 
Texas, to: DANIELLE LEBLANC.. All per-
sons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by 

law. c/o: BRAD ELROD, ATTORNEY AT 
LAW, PLLC, Attorney at Law, 130 South 
Charlton Street, WOODVILLE, TX 77664. 
DATED the 7 day of August, 2024. BRAD 
ELROD, ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC At-
torney for DANIELLE LEBLANC State Bar 
No.: 24087471 130 South Charlton Street 
WOODVILLE, TX 77664 Telephone: (409) 
283-8288 Facsimile: (409) 283-8078 Email:
brad@elrodlawtx.com.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of ADOLFO CHAPA, JR., De-
ceased, were issued on August 7, 2024, in 
Cause No. PR-10099, pending in the Coun-
ty Court of Tyler County, Texas, to: ALEX 
CHAPA. All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the 

undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. c/o: J. MICHAEL 
RISINGER, 314 S. Magnolia, Woodville, 
Texas 75979, DATED the 7th day of August, 
2024. J. MICHAEL RISINGER Attorney for 
ALEX CHAPA State Bar No.: 24000483 314 
S. Magnolia, Woodville, Texas 75979, Tele-
phone: (409) 283-2324, Facsimile: (409)
283-8244. E-mail: jmichaelrisinger@att.net.

Hatch’s Towing, L.L.C (VSF# 006601409C) 
has the following BURNT MOTORCYCLE 
at: 1116 STATE HWY 87 NEWTON TEX-
AS 75966 .NO VIN OR LICENSE PLATE 

AVAILABLE. The Charges per day in stor-
age are $22.76 per day plus the original Tow 
bill. Please contact us at 409-622-9100 for 
more information.

Location Tyler County, Texas. NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of MICHAEL PAUL McGINNIS, Deceased, 
were issued on August 8, 2024, in Cause No. 
PR-10095, pending in the County Court of 
TYLER County, Texas to:  EILEEN FRAN-
CES MCGINNIS as independent executor 
of the deceased’s estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to 

present them to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law, 
as follows: c/o:  HARVEY L. BLACK, JR., 
16117 Acapulco Drive, Jersey Village, Texas 
77040. DATED this the 8th day of August, 
2024., HARVEY L. BLACK, JR., Attorney 
for EILEEN FRANCES McGINNIS, Tx. Bar 
Number: 02382500, 16117 Acapulco Drive
Jersey Village, Texas 77040, Telephone: 
(281) 500-7015, Facsimile: (832) 430-7774,
E-mail: hlblackjr@aol.com.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is given 
that original Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of Elwood Cleo Gore were issued on 
June 5, 2024, in Docket No. PR-09996, pend-
ing in the County Court of Tyler County, 
Texas, to Donna Sue Fowler Gore. All per-
sons having claims against the estate, which 
is presently being administered, are required 

to submit them, within the time and man-
ner prescribed by law, and before the estate 
is closed, addressed as follows: Donna Sue 
Fowler Gore, c/o The Butler Law Firm, P.O. 
Box 1737, 1035 Redwood Street, Kountze, 
TX 77625. Dated August 12, 2024. /s/ Gary 
F. Butler, Gary F. Butler, Attorney for Execu-
tor of the Estate of Elwood Cleo Gore.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters of Independent 
Administration for the Estate of JAMES 
WALTER HENSON, Deceased (the “Es-
tate”), were issued on July 30, 2024, under 
Cause No. PR-10038, pending in the County 
Court of Tyler County, Texas, to PAMELA 
HENSON HICKS and SUSAN KEENE 
MOORE. Claims may be presented in care 
of the attorney for the Estate, addressed as 
follows: Estate of James Walter Henson, 
Deceased, c/o Jeffrey D. Chadwick, Win-
stead PC, 24 Waterway Avenue, Suite 500, 

The Woodlands, Texas 77380. All persons 
having claims against the Estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required 
to present them within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. Dated: August 9, 
2024 WINSTEAD PC, By: Jeffrey D. Chad-
wick, Texas State Bar Number 24085243. 
jchadwick@winstead.com. 24 Waterway 
Avenue, Suite 500, The Woodlands, Texas 
77380, Telephone: (281) 681-5900, Facsimi-
le: (281) 681-5901, ATTORNEYS FOR THE 
ESTATE.

Hatch’s Towing, L.L.C (VSF# 006601409C) 
has the following CARGO TRAILER at 
31376 US HWY 96 BUNA TEXAS 77612 
.NO VIN OR LICENSE PLATE AVAIL-

ABLE. The Charges per day in storage are 
$22.76 per day plus the original Tow bill. 
Please contact us at 409-622-9100 for more 
information.

Hatch’s Towing, L.L.C (VSF# 006601409C) 
has the following CAMPER at 31376 US 
HWY 96 BUNA TEXAS 77612 .NO VIN 
OR LICENSE PLATE AVAILABLE. The 

Charges per day in storage are $22.76 per 
day plus the original Tow bill. Please contact 
us at 409-622-9100 for more information.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of WILBERT HENRY MARMION 
III, Deceased, were issued on August 7, 
2024, in Cause No. PR-10100, pending in 
the County Court of Tyler County, Texas, to: 
ELLEN MARIE RAIDL. All persons having 
claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time 

and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: 
J. MICHAEL RISINGER, 314 S. Magnolia,
Woodville, Texas 75979 DATED the 7th day
of August, 2024. J. MICHAEL RISINGER,
Attorney for ELLEN MARIE RAIDL State
Bar No.: 24000483 314 S. Magnolia, Wood-
ville, Texas 75979, Telephone: (409) 283-
2324, Facsimile: (409) 283-8244 E-mail:
jmichaelrisinger@att.net.

The City of Ivanhoe, Texas – CDBG-MIT 
HUD MID Lakewood Drive Improvements 
Project GLO Contract No. 04-065-027-E482 

extended the bid opening until 9:00 AM on 
Wednesday, August 28th, 2024. 

STATE OF TEXAS TYLER COUNTY NO-
TICE OF SALE § § BY VIRTUE OF AN OR-
DER OF SALE DATED and issued pursuant 
to judgment decree(s) of the District Court 
of Tyler County, Texas, by the Clerk of said 
Court on said date, in the hereinafter num-
bered and styled suit(s) and to me directed 
and delivered as Sheriff or Constable of said 
County, I have on August 2, 2024, seized, 
levied upon, and will, on the first Tuesday 
in September, 2024, the same being the 3rd 
day o said month, at the North Door under 
the Stairway, 100 West Bluff Street of the 
Courthouse of the said County, in the City 
of Woodville, Texas, between the hours of 10 
o’clock a.m. and 4 o’clock p.m. on said day, 
beginning at 10:00 AM, proceed to sell for 
cash to the highest bidder all the right, title, 
and interest of the defendants in such suit(s) 
in and to the following described real estate 
levied upon as the property of said defen-
dants, the same lying and being situated in 
the County of Tyler and the State of Texas, 
to-wit: B-03381, Account No(s). R011031, 
TYLER COUNTY, ET AL VS. RANDA LEA 
GERSTLE KENNON, AKA RANDA LEA 
KENNON, ET AL, S5420 TIMBERLAKE 
SD (A846) LOT 27 ACRES 1.3930, with an 
adjudged value of $13,512.00, and an Esti-
mated minimum opening bid of $2,739.85; 
situs:. Sale Notes: B-03381, Account No(s). 
R011001, TYLER COUNTY, ET AL VS. 
RANDA LEA GERSTLE KENNON, AKA 
RANDA LEA KENNON, ET AL, S5420 
TIMBERLAKE SD (A846) LOT 2 ACRES 
0.5990, with an adjudged value of $5,810.00, 
and an Estimated minimum opening bid of 
$1,547.41; situs:. Sale Notes: B-03381, Ac-
count No(s). R011054, TYLER COUNTY, 
ET AL VS. RANDA LEA GERSTLE KEN-
NON, AKA RANDA LEA KENNON, ET 
AL, S5420 TIMBERLAKE SD (A846) LOT 
49 ACRES 0.8220, with an adjudged value 
of $7,973.00, and an Estimated minimum 
opening bid of $1,694.61; situs:. Sale Notes: 
B-3326, Account No(s). R010280, TY-
LER COUNTY, ET AL VS. TERRY LYNN
MAYER, SR., AKA TERRY LYNN MAY-
ER, ET AL, A0815 W. BROUGH BLOCK
W ACRES 5.0, with an adjudged value of
$129,246.00, and an Estimated minimum
opening bid of $12,977.09; situs:. Sale Notes:
B-3333, Account No(s). R030809, TYLER
COUNTY, ET AL VS. HAROLD BUFORD,
AKA HAROLD GENE BUFORD, ET AL,
S6003 WHITE TAIL RIDGE SEC 3 (A23)
LOT 272 273 274, with an adjudged value
of $42,330.00, and an Estimated minimum

opening bid of $10,814.51; situs:. Sale Notes: 
B-3335, Account No(s). R009799, TYLER
COUNTY, ET AL VS. JIMMY E. BELL, SR.,
AKA JIMMY EARL BELL, ET AL, A0729
J. D. PHELPS ACRES 1.0000, with an ad-
judged value of $51,482.00, and an Esti-
mated minimum opening bid of $4,045.53;
situs:. Sale Notes: B-3358, Account No(s).
R060131, TYLER COUNTY, ET AL VS.
BARBRA MORRELL, AKA BARBRA ANN
MORRELL, A0089 J. T. BEAN ACRES 5.707, 
with an adjudged value of $197,864.00, and
an Estimated minimum opening bid of
$52,141.93; situs: Sale Notes:. (any volume
and page references, unless otherwise in-
dicated, being to the Deed Records, Tyler
County, Texas, to which instruments refer-
ence may be made for a more complete de-
scription of each respective tract.) or, upon
the written request of said defendants or
their attorney, a sufficient portion of the
property described above shall be sold to
satisfy said judgment(s) interest, penal-
ties, and cost; and any property sold shall
be subject to the right of redemption of the
defendants or any person having an interest
therein, to redeem the said property, or their
interest therein, within the time and in the
manner provided by law, and shall be sub-
ject to any other and further rights to which
the defendants or anyone interested therein
may be entitled, under the provisions of law.
Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the
judgment(s) rendered in the above styled
and numbered cause(s), together with inter-
est, penalties, and costs of suit, and the pro-
ceeds of said sales to be applied to the satis-
faction thereof, and the remainder, if any, to
be applied as the law directs. Dated at Wood-
ville, Texas, August 2, 2024 Notes: Sheriff 
Bryan Weatherford Tyler County, Texas By
Deputy #14. The Minimum Bid is the lesser
of the amount awarded in the judgment plus
interest and costs or the adjudged value.
However, the Minimum Bid for a person
owning an interest in the property or for a
person who is a party to the suit (other than
a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of the 
judgments against the property plus all costs
of suit and sale. ALL SALES SUBJECT TO
CANCELLATION WITHOUT NOTICE.
THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES
DUE ON THE PROPERTY WHICH HAVE
BEEN ASSESSED SINCE THE DATE OF
THE JUDGMENT. For more information,
contact your attorney or LINEBARGER
GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP, at-
torney for plaintiffs, at (936) 639-5040.

Estate of Allen Richmond Spivey

Legal Notices

Estate of Adolfo Chapa, Jr. 

Estate of Andrew Joseph LeBlanc, Jr. 

Estate of Michael Paul McGinnis

Estate of Elwood Cleo Gore

Estate of Wilbert Henry Marmion III

Hatch’s Towing: Camper/Buna

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Estate of James Walter Henson

City of Ivanhoe extends bid opening to Aug. 28

Hatch’s Towing: Burnt Motorcycle

Hatch’s Towing: Cargo Trailer

Sheriff’s sale/real estate September 3

Tyler County announces Sheriff sale September 3

Legal Notices 

Get Noticed in the

www.easttexasnews.com
www.btd.org
www.btd.org
www.btd.org
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David Norton Tire Center
409-283-8191 1116 S. Magnolia St., Woodville, TX 75979

211 W. Bluff • 283-2231  Monday-Saturday 7:30-5:30

AUGUST SALES

Ace Basic Pleated Air Conditioner Filler
Assorted sizes/90 Day Life Filters

BUY THREE GET ONE

TYLER COUNTY HOSPITAL
OPEN POSITIONS

Equal Opportunity Employer. To inquire about positions at the hospital,
check the employment section of our website at: www.tchospital.us 

Human Resources Department: (409) 283-6590 • 1100 West Bluff • Woodville

Dietary Cook-FT

LVN-Med Surg. Nights-FT

Pharmacy Technician-FT

RN ED Nights-FT

Vocational Nursing School Instructor
@ Woodville-PRN

Clinic Receptionist-Coder-FT

102 N. Beech St. • Woodville, TX 75979 • 409-283-2555

Currently hiring for the following positions:

LVNs
Sign on Bonus

CNAs

Sign on Bonus

Employment/Medical

Policy

PLEASE CHECK your ad the 

first day it appears. We will 
correct any error as quickly as 
possible. However, we cannot 
be responsible for errors beyond 
the first day of publication day.

Any error on a bordered ad 
must be brought to the attention 
of the classified department 
immediately. A correction will 
run in the following issue.

It is the intent and goal of 
this newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place an 
advertisement in the newspaper 
comply with Fair Housing laws. 
Any advertisement, which is 
perceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws, will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending statement. TO 
PLACE your classified ad in the 
Tyler County Booster call (409) 
283-2516.

Announcements

POLK COUNTY SPCA urges ev-

eryone to do their part to con-

trol the pet population in Polk 
County. Have your pets spayed 
and neutered to avoid dealing 
with unwanted puppies and kit-
tens. To adopt a pet,come by 
SPCA at 802 South Houston, cor-
ner of Mary St. and Hwy. 146 or 
call (936) 755-3020.

Annoucements

Kids Free Clothing Exchange is a 
non-profit organization provid-

ing free, gently used clothing 
for children ages 0-18 years of 
age living in Polk and the other 
6 surrounding counties of Lake 
Livingston.  Donations of new 
and gently used clothing are ap-

preciated.  We are in Onalaska, 
Hwy 190 at 3186. Open Friday 
and Saturday, 10-3.  
Kfceonalaskatx.com
(49-tfn-nc-PCE)

DEER HUNTERS WANTED, have 
camp with power and water, 
Tyler County, privately owned 
camp. Call 409-356-5767, leave 
message.
(33-4t-cc-TCB)

CHRISTINE’S PLACE Resale Shop 
accepts donations and is open 
M-F, 501 W. Bluff in Wood-

ville. 409-331-9939. www.
westrengthenfamilies.org. 
(1-tfn-nc-TCB)

A BOOKSTORE FOR CHARITY is 
located inside the Tyler County 
Booster newspaper office locat-
ed at 205 W. Bluff in Woodville. 
All books are 25 cents each, or 
fill a bag for $2. All proceeds 
benefit Tyler County non prof-
its. Come shop with us for a 
good cause. 
(2-tfn-nc-TCB)

Auctions & Sales

Call or Come by Today
Livingston

Senior Citizens
Country Store

1310 North Houston
Open 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Weekdays
Open during noon hour

Come by for 
bargains anytime

(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

CHARLIE’S TREASURES   
BIG SALE, Friday & Sat-
urday, August 16 & 17,  
10-4, 2922 Hwy 69 N, 
Doucette, Texas. Mexican 
pottery, metal art, cast 
iron, magnalite, pyrex. 
281-520-7678.
(33-1t-p-TCB)

Free 

FREE - Coats for Kids is no longer 
open on a regular schedule, 
but if you are in need of a coat 
for your child, you can contact 
FBC Office at 409-283-2588 
and leave a phone number 
where you can be reached.  
Someone will then contact you 
and arrange to meet you at the 
House of Hope to help you get 
a coat.
(4-3t-nc-TCB)

Work Wanted

HARD WORKING TYLER COUNTY 
WOMAN, Landscaping, fence 
line clearing, painting, clean out 
flower beds, any outdoor jobs. 
Christal-409-224-5293.
(31-tfn-p-TCB)

LLOYD’S REMODELING located 
in Tyler County (Serving all  
areas) Add-ons, decks, metal 
roofs, cabinets, piers, docks, 
and boat houses. No job too 
small. Call 409-429-6164.
(1-tfn-b-TCB)

Home Repair 
Specialist

Can repair any type of siding, 
piers, decks, stairs, ramps, and 
hurricane and weather damag-

es. Can install windows, doors, 
ceiling fans, and flooring. Can 
build pergolas and room add-
ons.
No job too big or too small
Call 903-330-9011 

(ask for Jerry)
 (32-4t-cc-PCE)

Work Wanted

Fenced Yard
or Field

Stump
Grinding

Remote
Controlled

Precision Work
Any Size

or Amount
Insured

Free Estimates
David Holley

936-433-2371
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

HOKE STUMP Grinding- No 
job too large or too small. Call 
(936)295-6089 or (936) 581-
3781. Trinity, TX.  
(11-tfn-b-TCNS)

Vickery Dirt 
Dirt, Clay, Sand
Free Delivery

Rock, Dozer Work, Land 
Clearing, Tractor Work,  
Driveways, House Pads
www.vickerydirt.com 

936-329-4159

Vickery Propane
Tanks & Service
936-327-HEAT

 (50-tfn-b-PCE)

TLC
Toole’s Lawn Care
& Landscaping

*Drainage 
*Retaining Walls

*Residential *Commercial
 Year round full service 
maintenance- design, 

build & install flower beds, 
hydroseeding.

Fully Insured
 Tree Removal, Irrigation

Livingston, TX
936-646-2661

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Lester Bros.
Tree Service
Trimming, Top

Removal, Haul Off,
Tractor Work. Now 

accepting credit cards.
Call for Free Estimate

Insured
25 yrs experience
936-223-9265

or
936-365-4955

Livingston, TX
(23-tfn-b-PCE)

Work Wanted

I WILL clean out your garage, 
barn, old building and/or haul 
off your old junk like cars, 
trucks, tractors, etc, (936)328-
1679.
(31-4t-pd-PCE)

S & L Tree
Service

Tree removal, clean 
up, stump grinding

New bucket truck
Fully insured

Serving the local and 
surrounding areas

Call Richard
832-401-4081

(2-tfn-b-PCE) 

AMTEK
House Leveling

Leveling- 
Water leveling-
Beams- Pylons

Concrete Blocks
Roof Covers- Decks- Floors

Senior Citizen Discount
For your protection
Insured since 1980 

Lake Livingston area

936-328-1434
(1-tfn-b-PCE) 

Vickery
Lawn Service
*Stump Grinding
*Land Mulching
*Land Clearing
*Tractor Work

*Driveways
Fully Insured

936-329-1653
Livingston, TX

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Plumas
House Leveling

w/Water Level
& Concrete

20 Yrs Exp, Senior
Citizen Discount

Insured
936-433-6304

if no answer call for appt
Livingston, TX

936-513-0783
(1-tfn-b-PCE)

 

Employment

DAVID NORTON TIRE CENTER, 
Woodville, TX is accepting ap-

plications for a mechanic. Apply 
in person, 1116 S. Magnolia.
(46-tfn-b-TCB)

Cleaning Services

S & S Cleaning 
and 

Maintenance

Residential
Commercial
Construction

936-714-6226
  (32-tfn-b-PCE)

Employment

INDIVIDUAL NEEDED for gener-
al yard work and maintenance, 
no mowing, part-time. Call 
(936)327-5109. 
(33-1t-cc-PCE)

NOW HIRING; Local cleaning 
company looking for new hires, 
must have your own transport 
tion and be reliable. Call or text 
(936) 714-6226.
(33-4-pd-PCE)

Actively seeking a dynamic in-

dividual from the Trinity area 
to fill a part-time sales position. 
The position offers a base pay 
plus commission, and bonuses. 
The ideal candidate should be 
enthusiastic, highly motivated, 
and well acquainted with the 
local community. If you’re in-

terested in joining our team, 
please email your resume to 
ashley@polkcountypublishing.
com.
(5-tfn-nc-TCNS)

Notice of Position Opening

SCHOOL-BASED 

POLICE OFFICER

August 1, 2024

The CITY OF LIVINGSTON is ac-

cepting applications for (1) 
SCHOOL-BASED POLICE OF-

FICER for the Livingston Po-

lice Department.  Experience 
preferred, but not required.  
This is a full-time position with 
benefits.  Subject to emergency 
call-in and weekend duty.  Must 
be Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement (TCOLE) certified.  
Applications will be accepted at 
the Police Department, 208 W. 
Church Street, Livingston, Texas 
from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Mon-

day – Friday. The deadline for 
accepting applications will be 
through Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, 
at 5:00 pm.
For more information, a copy 
of the job description and sum-

mary of benefits, please contact 
Trisha Patton, Administrative 
Assistant to the Police Chief, at 
936.327.3117. The City of Liv-

ingston is an Equal Opportuni-
ty/Affirmative Action Employer.
(31-3t-b-PCE)

www.easttexasnews.com
kfceonalaskatx.com
westrengthenfamilies.org
www.vickerydirt.com
capauctions.com
www.dental50plus.com/txpress
www.ftc.gov/bizop
www.tchospital.us
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INCLUDES: 
Award-winning Local News  & Special Sections 

as well as
Yearly Discover Tyler County Magazine

 & Quarterly East Texan Magazine

1- Year Subscription (Published 52 times a year.)

In County
$50

Out of County
$60

Out of State
$70

E-Edition
$40

Send in this form today along with your check or money order!

Name

Address

City    State   Zip

Telephone Number

Email Address

YOU CAN ALSO PAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE | ALL CARDS ACCEPTED

P.O. Box 339
Woodville, Texas 75979

409-283-2516

easttexasnews.com
circulation@tylercountybooster.com

Broken Arrow Pest Control, llc

409-283-5073Since 1976

Pests | Termites | Lawn

DING   DONG
THE ROACH IS DEAD

CORRIGAN SQUARE APTS.
Peace & Quiet

NOW leasing to over income residents.

1 Bedroom From $520
2 Bedroom From $650
Security Deposit $150

Call 398-4172
Office Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday   Some Rental Assistance Available   

116 Blue Bonnet Circle, Corrigan

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY


TDD#

800-735-2989

Your potential clients need you to watch their fur babies while they’re on vacation.

LET THEM KNOW YOU’RE AVAILABLE.
For advertising opportunities, call Donna at the Booster. (409) 283-2516

The perfect candidate is looking.

The classified pages are the perfect place to list your employment ad.  

Call the Booster today! 409-283-2516

Plumas
House Leveling

w/Water Level
& Concrete

20 Yrs Exp, Senior
Citizen Discount

Insured
936-433-6304

if no answer call for appt
Livingston, TX

936-513-0783
(1-tfn-b-PCE)

AMTEK
House Leveling

Leveling- 
Water leveling-
Beams- Pylons

Concrete Blocks
Roof Covers- Decks- Floors

Senior Citizen Discount
For your protection
Insured since 1980 

Lake Livingston area

936-328-1434
(1-tfn-b-PCE) 

S & L Tree
Service

Tree removal, clean 
up, stump grinding

New bucket truck
Fully insured

Serving the local and 
surrounding areas

Call Richard
832-401-4081

(2-tfn-b-PCE) 

Work Wanted

CHARLIE’S TREASURES   
BIG SALE, Friday & Sat-
urday, August 16 & 17,  
10-4, 2922 Hwy 69 N, 
Doucette, Texas. Mexican 
pottery, metal art, cast 
iron, magnalite, pyrex. 
281-520-7678.
(33-1t-p-TCB)

Work WantedEmployment

Now Hiring!
Looking for honest, hard 

working, outgoing, self 
motivated individuals with a 
good attitude looking to build a 
career in the fast food industry. 
Looking for a Team Leader 
with one year experience and 
an assistant with 2-3 years 
experience. Must have good 
references, Livingston, TX.

Apply at www.
burgerworkshr.com

(1-tfn-b-PCE)

   1st Quality
     Hospice
Woodville, TX

Homemaker for 
Hospice needed,
full or part-time

  409-331-9909

(33-2t-b-TCB)

LOOKING FOR A MANAGER for 

a world-famous restaurant, 

the Pickett House Restaurant, 
a mainstay of the Woodville 

community and a hot spot for 

tourists since 1965. The right 

person must have prior expe-

rience in restaurant manage-

ment, current food manager 

certification within the state 
of Texas and the ability to su-

pervise a staff of kitchen work-

ers and waitstaff. Ideally, the 
candidate will also be a great 

“people” person with enthusi-

asm about the restaurant and 

with new ideas to help market 

our brand furhter. For a list of 

job requirements and an ap-

plication, please email presi-
dent@heritagevillage.org.

(33-4t-b-TCB)

For Sale

FOR SALE Set of 4 20” rims and 
low profile tires. Fits 2016 Buick 
Regal or comparable. $300 for 
all. 409-594-7408. 
(2-tfn-nc-TCB)

1987 INVADER MERC Cruiser, 
120 Alpha HP, 16’ ski and fish 
boat w/trailer. Mint condition. 
Contact Mike at (480)747-5944. 
(32-2t-cc-SJNT)

SQUARE BALES of sprayed, 
fertilized Jiggs hay in a barn, 
Livingston, (281)830-2810. 
(30-6t-cc-PCE)

FOR SALE 17 ft boat with trailer.  
85 HP Yamaha motor. 936-967-
2373 

(32-2t-cc-PCE)

Rentals

1-BEDROOM HOME available 
for rent in Leggett, DIRECTV/
water/trash pick-up included 
$600/month plus deposit Call 
(832)277-3737.
(49-tfn-cc-PCE)

2-BEDROOM home with lake 
view in Indian Hills, Livingston, 
large yard, $810/month. For 
info

call (409)256-8365
(31-6t-cc-PCE)

MOBILE HOMES For Rent in 
Colmesneil. Contact 409-200-
1970 for more information.
(27-8t-pp-TCB)

BRICK HOUSE in quiet neigh-

borhood. 3/2/2, central AC, 
fireplace, office, big garage, 148 
Cardinal, Livingston. No pets. 
No smoking. $1,400/month 
(936)329-2213.
(28-tfn-cc-PCE)
 

Rentals

Darling 1+1 fully furnished 
cottage.  Washer/Dryer, WIFI, 
all utilities included. $1050 / 
month plus deposit.  Short or 
long term lease. 956-279-8071

(33-4-cc-PCE)
 

HOUSE FOR rent in Woodville 
area, good references and de-

posit required. Call 409-283-
8286. 
(43-tfn-b-TCB)

Pets & Supplies 

THREE MONTH old kittens, vac-

cinated and dewormed. Free to 
good home(s). (936)327-0014. 
(32-tfn-nc-PCE)

Storage

ENCLOSED BOAT STORAGE. 
Also climate & self storage. 
White Rock Storage. 6216 FM 
356 Trinity (936)594-9283 or 
(713)249-1033.
(25-tfn-b-TCNS)

Tyler County realtors 

have you covered. 

 

See all listings on the 

Real Estate page.

Buying 
or

Selling

www.easttexasnews.com
burgerworkshr.com
easttexasnews.com
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Tyler County 

Realtors & Listings
HOMETOWN PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST

Office: (409) 283-3110 Cell: (409) 429-4262
Jim Rawson, Broker • Andrea Ayers, Agent7 Miles South of Woodville On Hwy 69

Open Thursday-Monday 9 am - 4 pm • Open Weekends

CHARLES RAWSON CO. REAL ESTATE
www.charlesrawsonrealestate.com

WATER VIEW LOT, homes only, Robinhood W ..............................................................................................$9,500
LAKE TRISTAN WATERFRONT, Cleared, electric, water, 23rd St. ......................................................$70,000
SKI LAKE  WATERVIEW LOT, level, cleared, .25 acre, new survey, homes only, Charmaine Drive East.... $29,900
LAKE HOUSE 3/2, on 1.41 acres, garage, over 500’ waterfront, 23rd St....................... SOLD $319,000
2.5 ACRES, part cleared for home or MFD home, RV, water well, electric, driveway, Durwood ..........$53,000
HANDY PERSON HOME, 2 bed, 1 bath, approx. 720 sq. ft. pm .36 acre, Marion Drive North SOLD $45,000
WATERFRONT CABIN, unfinished 1-1, half acre, LK Camelot Circle..................................................... $135,000
5.5 ACRES, Partly cleared, 1995 mfd home, 3 bed, 2 bath plus addition, 3” well, storage, needs TLC, negotiable, 
Ivanhoe Ranchettes Dr. .......................................................................................................................$130,000
LAKE TRISTAN WATERVIEW LOTS, Approx. .37 acre homes only, 23rd St. ..............................................$18,000
MOVE-IN READY, Furnished, 3-2, mobile home, all appliances, CH/A, fenced, lg. cov. deck, storage blg, metal 
roof, 27th St. .................................................................................................................................$86,500
MOVE-IN READY, Brick, 21, Lg sunroom, CH/A, Woodburning fireplace, double pane windows, all appliSKI 
LAKE WATERVIEW, 3 bed, 1 bath, updated, CH/A, open concept, F.P., Princes Cir. .......................NOW $135,000
HOMES ONLY, Waterview, ready to build w/all utilities, septic, on .75 acre Sherwood F. North ..SOLD $45,000
20 ACRES ZONED Commercial, frontage on hwy 69 and down main road of Ivanhoe entrance...............$325,000
3 LOT PACKAGE FOR CAMPING, approx. .57 acre, cleared, water, electric, Katherine Dr. ..................$35,000
WOODED 3.45 acre Ranchette, Sir Henry .................................................................................................$40,000
WATERVIEW LOT, approx. .35 acre homes only,  Galahad Lp. .....................................................................$18,000

FEATURED
 LISTING

Use Your VA Loan, Custom 
Brick, 1300 Sq. Ft.  New 

Roof, 3-2, Fenced .72 acre, 
Double Carport,  324 Sir Jim 

Drive,$190,000

Members of the Houston  Association of Realtors,  Southeast Texas MLS, TAR MLS

REALTY

Gina Fowler REALTOR®, Broker, GRI, (409)382-5805
Ginni Stein REALTOR®/Sales Associate, (832)444-7787

 KayCee Anthony REALTOR®/Sales Associate, (409)730-9558
 

 Jessica Tant REALTOR®, Sales Associate, (409)926-4672 
Amber Hamilton REALTOR®, Sales Associate, (409)698-6569

Dee Tisdale REALTOR®, Sales Associate, (346)423-7764

Single-Family
Woodville: 4BD/2BA home on nearly half an 
acre lot inside the city limits………..$229,995.00
Jasper: Excellent opportunity for businesses 
looking to establish a presence in a desirable                           
location, ensuring high visibility and foot traf-
fic.........................................................$119,000.00
Woodville: 3BD/1BA home on 1 acre of unre-
stricted land………………..…….........$50,000.00
Colmesneil: 39 Unrestricted acres with your 
own 3.6+/- acre private pond and two creek
fed ponds. Two homes are situated on the prop-
erty...................................................$625,000.00
Woodville: 3BD/2BA home w/privacy fenced back 
yard inside city limits……......................$190,000.00
Woodville: 3BD/2BA home w/privacy fenced 
back yard inside city limits……....$205,000.00
Woodville: 3BD/1BA home on 1.5 acres inside the 
city limits………………..……..............$195,000.00
Woodville: 2BD/1BA home w/spacious 
LR/Kitchen, large yard, carport, 2 sheds,
workshop w/2 garage doors, an RV cover, and a boat 
shed...............................................$120,000.00
Woodville: 2BD/1BA home situated on 2 acres w/
carport..............................……….SOLD $68,000.00
Woodville: Beautiful 3BD/2BA w/2,964 SF situ-
ated on 2.9 acres.......................SOLD $439,000.00
Woodville: Investors! Charming Fixer Upper 
w/4BD/2.1BA & 1,851 SF...........SOLD $75,000.00
Woodville: Investors! Residential home and com-
mercial office building on a fenced lot w/hwy front-
age. 2 BD/1 BA home has an open concept w/1,440 
square feet. The commercial building is 720 square 
feet with 2 BD/1BA..............SOLD $135,000.00
Woodville: Well-maintained 3BD/2BA mfg home sit-
uated on 1.9 acres.................................$152,500.00
Woodville: Spacious 3BD/2BA mfg home w/Gen-
erac situated on 1.7 acres. SOLD $110,000.00
Woodville: Spacious 2-story home w/4BD/4BA, 2 mas-
ter suites, above ground pool,concrete driveway, cov-
ered patio & storage bldg.., on  3+/-acres....$350,000.00
Colmesneil: Charming 3BD/2BA home on .69 
acre located within walking distance of the school. 
Large, fenced yard, LR, kitchen w/under cabinet 
lighting................................................$179,900.00 
Woodville: 3BD/2BA home with large yard & stor-
age bldg. on 1-acre of land............ SOLD $99,000.00
Woodville: Ideal 2,205 sqft home w/3BD/2.1BA. 
Fenced/cross-fenced, storage building, large work-
shop and a 2-stall horse barn with feed & tack room 
................................................................$299,900.00
Colmesneil: 3BD/2BA waterfront home on Lake 
Amanda w/WBFP, carport, shop, covered boathouse, 
bulkhead, Veranda, outdoor kitchen & more!...............
.....................................................SOLD $285,000.00
Colmesneil: 2 or 3 BD/2.5 BA waterfront home on 
Lake Amanda w/WBFP, walk-in closet covered porch, 
wooden bulkhead, fishing dock.............$229,000.00
Woodville: 4/5BD/2BA waterfront home on Lake 
Charmaine....................................SOLD $295,000.00
Colmesneil: Waterfront double-wide manufac-
tured home combined with a single-widethrough 
a thoughtful addition. Endless opportunities awa
it...........................................PENDING  $260,000.00
Colmesneil: 3BD/2BA brick home w/1,216 SF on 3 ac
res..........................................PENDING $205,000.00
Village Mills: 3BD/3.1BA brick home w/2,988 SF on 

golf course............................PENDING  $ 325,000.00

Country Homes/Acreage
Colmesneil: 7.6 wooded acres with a cozy hideaway 
cabin………….......…......….PENDING $89,000.00
Woodville: Beautiful 22.2+/- acre prop-
erty with 3 bed/2 bath house with three car
garage, water well, and open storage shed...............
..............................................PENDING $350,000.00
Colmesneil: 3.97+/- acre property divided in 
two by a County Rd.............PENDING $39,000.00
Warren: 16+/- Unrestricted income producing 
acres ....................................PENDING $110,400.00
Colmesneil: 3BD/2BA Mfg home w/ storage bldg. 
on 15 acres ...........................................$250,000.00
Colmesneil: 2 BD/2BA w/1/1 guest house situated 
on 20 acres……........……..……….$475,000.00
Colmesneil: Unrestricted! 7.3 wooded acres w/
electricity.........................................$70,000.00
Colmesneil: 11.5+/- acres w/hardwood & pine 
trees near the Neches River....................$75,000.00
Woodville: 3.77+/- acres w/a circle driveway & 
30x30 shop & hardwood trees.................$165,000.00
Colmesneil: Custom-Built Modern Farmhouse 
on over 5 Acres! This gorgeous 4BD/2BA home 
has 1,904 SF of living space and 1K SF in covered 
porches...................................................$375,000.00
Colmesneil: 6.8 UNRESTRICTED acres w/a 1BD/2BA 
house, built in March of 2021. Water well, tank-
less water heater & underground electric. 20x30 
garage w/a slab &electricity, a 20x20 shop w/elec-
tric & water plus a 20x25 carport. The property      
has CR frontage, trails & a branch along the ba
ck..................................................$325,000.00
Colmesneil: EXCELLENT HUNTING/RECREATIONAL 
PROPERTY! 28+/- acres w/a creek along the back and 
546 feet of FM 256 W frontage...............$165,200.00
Woodville: Nestled at the very end of the 
county road, this 4-acre property boasts a 3
BD/2BA  brick home surrounded by a beautiful canopy 
of trees...................................................$225,000.00
Woodville: 3 BD/2BA brick home w/1,216 SF situat-
ed on 3 acres. WBFP, above ground pool, fenced front 
yard, 3-car carport, storage buildings, and more!.......
...............................................................$205,000.00

Lots
Village Mills:  Wooded corner lot located in Wild-
wood ..........................................................$3500.00
Woodville: 2 lots located within walking distance 
of Lake Charmaine.................SOLD $16,950.00
Woodville:  0.33+/- wooded acres on a well-paved 
road in Ivanhoe. Excellent lot for building and is with-
in walking distance of Lake Tristan ..........$15,000.00
Woodville: 3 WATERVIEW Acres with a water spigot al-
ready on the Property. Electricity available at the street. 
Land has been partially cleared SOLD $55,000.00
Woodville: Waterfront! Over half an acre Wooded 
Waterfront Lot on Lake Galahad in Ivanhoe. The perfect 
getaway spot or dream home location.....$ 99,000.00
Village Mills: Wooded lot located on the 16th green 
of the golf course......................................... $7,500.00
Woodville: Vacant lot inside the city limits pre-
senting a great opportunity for you to build to
your liking with city utilities readily avail-
able..........................................................$20,000.00
Hillister: 0.76+/- acre wooded lot located down a 
country road………….....................……$12,500.00

Country Living Dream! - RARE 39 Unrestricted acres 
with your own 3.6+/- acre private lake and two creek-
fed ponds. Ideal for hunting, fishing, canoeing, kayaking, 
swimming, or simply relaxing. Two older homes are situ-
ated on the property. One is currently occupied by the 
owners, and the other has a new roof. There is a carport 
near the house and a large open workshop on the prop-
erty. Enjoy approximately 1 mile of meandering, hillside 
4-wheeler or hiking trails and idealistic country living. 
Approximately 3 miles from Colmesneil, 10 minutes from 
Woodville, 40 minutes to Lufkin or Livingston, 1 hour to 
Beaumont, 2 hours to Houston. $625,000
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