
The Blackville Police 
Department has hired an interim 
chief after the credentials of two 
command staff members were 
suspended. 

Shawn Howze, a Blackville 
native, has returned to his 
hometown with hopes to 
strengthen the relationship 
between law enforcement and the 
community it serves.  

Howze began leading the 
Blackville Police Department as 
interim chief on July 8, and comes 
with over eight years of experience 
from law enforcement agencies in 
Barnwell and Allendale counties.

“After myself and the town 
administrator, Fonda Patrick, 
interviewed Shawn Howze for the 
interim position as the Chief of 

Police for the Town of Blackville, 
we came to the conclusion that 
he will be a leader who can best 
lead the police department,” said 
Mayor Ronnie Pernell.

“I see it as an opportunity to 
take the police department in a 
positive direction,” said Howze, 
who understands he joined the 
department amidst tumultuous 
times.

In June, the certifications of the 
department’s chief and lieutenant 
were suspended for falsifying 
records and the department 
is under investigation for 
misconduct by the S.C. Criminal 
Justice Academy. 

Howze plans to rebuild 
the department and address 
community concerns under the 
mantra “trust the process and stay 
positive.” 

“I ask that the community 
trusts me, trust the process,” said 
Howze. “I know the problems 
aren't going to go away overnight, 

but over time they will.”
Part of his process is making 

mental notes as he learns his 
new role of changes he can make 
to provide a more efficient or 
beneficial service to residents, 
followed by taking action. 

Howze comes to the town 
with experience from the City of 
Barnwell Police Department, the 
Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office 
(BCSO), and the Allendale Police 
Department. 

“He brings key qualities 
to the position including 
extensive professional police 
experience in both operations 
and administration, advanced 
education training in the criminal 
justice field; proven strength in the 
ability to listen and communicate 
both within the department and 
with the public,” said Mayor 
Pernell.

Howze is thankful to be 

After a search that lasted nearly 
a year, the Town of Allendale has 
hired a new town administrator 
who will be responsible 
for coordinating municipal 
operations, cross-department 
coordination and stewarding the 
town’s finances and grants.

Kathryn Harrison, a consultant 
and public administrator, started 
her first day as Allendale town 
administrator on July 8. Harrison 
holds a bachelor of international/
global studies and a master 
of public administration from 
Georgia Southern University, as 
well as a bachelor of business 
administration and Ph.D. in 

political science and international 
affairs from the University of 
Georgia. At the Allendale Town 
Council’s July 10 meeting, the 
council introduced Harrison to 
the community.

The Allendale Town Council 
is a council form of government, 
with the council having most 
decision making power. The 
council is navigating multiple 
challenges, ranging from a lack 
of resources and funding for 
public works departments to 
financial mismanagement, which 
have come up frequently during 
council meetings.

The People-Sentinel spoke with 
Harrison about her past municipal 
experience, her hopes for the 
position and the relationship she 
hopes to have with the council 
and the community. Harrison 
declined to comment on specific 

financial issues that the town 
faces.

The following interview has 
been edited for length and clarity.

Elijah de Castro: How will your 

educational background play 
a role in your position as town 
administrator?

Kathryn Harrison: I had a 
concentration in marketing when 
I got the bachelors of Business 
Administration, which I think will 
be really helpful. This town is such 
a treasure, and I feel like if we can 
succeed in all of the initiatives that 
are out there we can really elevate 
the message of “All together 
Allendale.” I loved seeing those 
posters. My second degree was a 
bachelor's in international studies 
with a concentration in war and 
peace. You’re probably thinking, 
how in the world is that relevant 
to this? But the majority of what 
I’m going to be bringing from 
that degree is conflict resolution. 
My masters was in public 

administration, so everything 
falls into that; statistical analysis, 
policy analysis, public budgeting, 
things like that.

Elijah: You mentioned you think 
Allendale is a treasure. What is it 
you see in Allendale that made 
you apply for this position?

Kathryn: The people that I 
spoke with. I saw the opening for 
the town administrator position 
and knew I wanted to get back 
into public administration. This 
was a months-long process of 
multiple phone calls and in- 
person interviews. The passion 
with which everyone that I spoke 
to talked about the town and 
everything they could see in what 
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Red juicy watermelons were the star of the Watermelon Field Day held in Blackville. Over 200 farmers 
and agribusiness owners from across the state attended the event. Photo courtesty Gilbert Miller, Clemson Extension

Farmers from across the 
state gather in Blackville 

to discuss juicy topics

Interim Police Chief Shawn Howze (left) is congratulated by his wife, 
Audriana, and Blackville magistrate judge Jimmy Gantt Jr. after taking 
the oath of office on July 9. 

Howze sworn in as interim 
Blackville police chief
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On Thursday, July 11, hundreds 
of farmers from across the southeast 
gathered in watermelon fields just 
outside Blackville to celebrate the 
season’s harvest and discuss issues 
facing watermelon farmers.

In addition to splitting open 
multiple different watermelon 
varieties, attendees also learned 
of several challenges and industry 
changes facing watermelon growers; 
from the insects, pests and bacteria 
that destroy crop yields to new 
agriculture policy aimed at helping 
farmers confront climate change. 

While bugs and bacteria are not 
a favorite topic for most people, 
it was a compelling topic for the 

watermelon farmers who 
combat the pests from damaging 
their crops.  

In watermelon farming, a 
variety of bugs ranging from 
beetles to aphids, as well as 
bacteria, pose threats to crop 
yields, according to Tom Bilbo, 
an entomologist at the Clemson 
University college of agriculture, 
forestry and life sciences, who 
spoke to farmers at the event.

“The ringworm complex, it's 
not just one insect, it's actually 
sort of a more general term 
referencing a group of insects 
that do a particular thing, and 
that's feeding on the rinds,” said 
Bilbo during a presentation on 
ringworms, a group of insects 
that ruin watermelons.

“It's gonna vary depending 
on where you are region-wise, 
location and time of year, so 
there’s a bunch of different 
insects implicated here,” Bilbo 
continued. “There’s a lot of 

The Blackville Police 
Department has hired an interim 
chief after the credentials of two 
command staff members were 
suspended. 

Shawn Howze, a Blackville 
native, has returned to his 
hometown with hopes to 
strengthen the relationship 
between law enforcement and the 
community it serves.  

Howze began leading the 
Blackville Police Department as 
interim chief on July 8, and comes 
with over eight years of experience 
from law enforcement agencies in 
Barnwell and Allendale counties.

“After myself and the town 
administrator, Fonda Patrick, 
interviewed Shawn Howze for the 
interim position as the Chief of 

Police for the Town of Blackville, 
we came to the conclusion that 
he will be a leader who can best 
lead the police department,” said 
Mayor Ronnie Pernell.

“I see it as an opportunity to 
take the police department in a 
positive direction,” said Howze, 
who understands he joined the 
department amidst tumultuous 
times.

In June, the certifications of the 
department’s chief and lieutenant 
were suspended for falsifying 
records and the department 
is under investigation for 
misconduct by the S.C. Criminal 
Justice Academy. 

Howze plans to rebuild 
the department and address 
community concerns under the 
mantra “trust the process and stay 
positive.” 

“I ask that the community 
trusts me, trust the process,” said 
Howze. “I know the problems 
aren't going to go away overnight, 

but over time they will.”
Part of his process is making 

mental notes as he learns his 
new role of changes he can make 
to provide a more efficient or 
beneficial service to residents, 
followed by taking action. 

Howze comes to the town 
with experience from the City of 
Barnwell Police Department, the 
Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office 
(BCSO), and the Allendale Police 
Department. 

“He brings key qualities 
to the position including 
extensive professional police 
experience in both operations 
and administration, advanced 
education training in the criminal 
justice field; proven strength in the 
ability to listen and communicate 
both within the department and 
with the public,” said Mayor 
Pernell.

Howze is thankful to be 

After a search that lasted nearly 
a year, the Town of Allendale has 
hired a new town administrator 
who will be responsible 
for coordinating municipal 
operations, cross-department 
coordination and stewarding the 
town’s finances and grants.

Kathryn Harrison, a consultant 
and public administrator, started 
her first day as Allendale town 
administrator on July 8. Harrison 
holds a bachelor of international/
global studies and a master 
of public administration from 
Georgia Southern University, as 
well as a bachelor of business 
administration and Ph.D. in 

political science and international 
affairs from the University of 
Georgia. At the Allendale Town 
Council’s July 10 meeting, the 
council introduced Harrison to 
the community.

The Allendale Town Council 
is a council form of government, 
with the council having most 
decision making power. The 
council is navigating multiple 
challenges, ranging from a lack 
of resources and funding for 
public works departments to 
financial mismanagement, which 
have come up frequently during 
council meetings.

The People-Sentinel spoke with 
Harrison about her past municipal 
experience, her hopes for the 
position and the relationship she 
hopes to have with the council 
and the community. Harrison 
declined to comment on specific 

financial issues that the town 
faces.

The following interview has 
been edited for length and clarity.

Elijah de Castro: How will your 

educational background play 
a role in your position as town 
administrator?

Kathryn Harrison: I had a 
concentration in marketing when 
I got the bachelors of Business 
Administration, which I think will 
be really helpful. This town is such 
a treasure, and I feel like if we can 
succeed in all of the initiatives that 
are out there we can really elevate 
the message of “All together 
Allendale.” I loved seeing those 
posters. My second degree was a 
bachelor's in international studies 
with a concentration in war and 
peace. You’re probably thinking, 
how in the world is that relevant 
to this? But the majority of what 
I’m going to be bringing from 
that degree is conflict resolution. 
My masters was in public 

administration, so everything 
falls into that; statistical analysis, 
policy analysis, public budgeting, 
things like that.

Elijah: You mentioned you think 
Allendale is a treasure. What is it 
you see in Allendale that made 
you apply for this position?

Kathryn: The people that I 
spoke with. I saw the opening for 
the town administrator position 
and knew I wanted to get back 
into public administration. This 
was a months-long process of 
multiple phone calls and in- 
person interviews. The passion 
with which everyone that I spoke 
to talked about the town and 
everything they could see in what 
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Watermelon Field DayWatermelon Field Day

Red juicy watermelons were the star of the Watermelon Field Day held in Blackville. Over 200 farmers 
and agribusiness owners from across the state attended the event.

Photo courtesty Gilbert Miller, Clemson Extension

Farmers from across the 
state gather in Blackville 

to discuss juicy topics

Interim Police Chief Shawn Howze (left) is congratulated by his wife, 
Audriana, and Blackville magistrate judge Jimmy Gantt Jr. after taking 
the oath of office on July 9. 

Howze sworn in as interim 
Blackville police chief
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On Thursday, July 11, hundreds 
of farmers from across the southeast 
gathered in watermelon fields just 
outside Blackville to celebrate the 
season’s harvest and discuss issues 
facing watermelon farmers.

In addition to splitting open 
multiple different watermelon 
varieties, attendees also learned 
of several challenges and industry 
changes facing watermelon growers; 
from the insects, pests and bacteria 
that destroy crop yields to new 
agriculture policy aimed at helping 
farmers confront climate change. 

While bugs and bacteria are not 
a favorite topic for most people, 
it was a compelling topic for the 

watermelon farmers who 
combat the pests from damaging 
their crops.  

In watermelon farming, a 
variety of bugs ranging from 
beetles to aphids, as well as 
bacteria, pose threats to crop 
yields, according to Tom Bilbo, 
an entomologist at the Clemson 
University college of agriculture, 
forestry and life sciences, who 
spoke to farmers at the event.

“The ringworm complex, it's 
not just one insect, it's actually 
sort of a more general term 
referencing a group of insects 
that do a particular thing, and 
that's feeding on the rinds,” said 
Bilbo during a presentation on 
ringworms, a group of insects 
that ruin watermelons.

“It's gonna vary depending 
on where you are region-wise, 
location and time of year, so 
there’s a bunch of different 
insects implicated here,” Bilbo 
continued. “There’s a lot of 
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Judge Martha Rivers Davisson is helped by her husband 
Doug to put on her new robe after being sworn at the Aiken 
County Judicial Center.
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Williston native appointed to judicial seat

A Williston native has 
been appointed to 

fill a new judicial seat. 
On June 20, Martha 

Rivers Davisson was sworn 
in as the Second Judicial 
Circuit’s second judge 
during a ceremony at the 
Aiken County Judicial 
Center. She was appointed 
by lawmakers on April 17 
to the newly created seat 
that covers Barnwell, Aiken 
and Bamberg counties. 

Davisson said it is a 
“great honor” to serve as 
a judge, something she’s 
wanted to do since clerking 
for a judge right after law 
school. “I always thought 
it would be an honor and 
a great way to serve,” she 
said. 

The South Carolina 
General Assembly created 
the Second Judicial 
Circuit seat in 2022 along 
with seats in the Ninth 
(Charleston and Berkeley 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

counties), 14th (Beaufort, 
Jasper, Hampton, Colleton 

and Allendale counties) 
and 15th (Horry and 

Georgetown counties) 
Judicial Circuits. Prior 
to this, the circuit only 
had one judge, Courtney 
Clyburn-Pope, but the new 
seat was created based on 
population. 

“We all recognize the 
backlog in cases with 
Covid which slowed down 
a lot of procedures,” said 
Davisson.

After learning of the 
position, Davisson applied 
and went through a vetting 
process with the S.C. Bar, 
a citizens committee, and 
the Judicial Merit Selection 
Committee. She then 
had a hearing before the 
committee before meeting 
with legislators who then 
voted.

S.C. Rep. Bill Taylor 
of House District 86, 
which covers Aiken and 
Lexington counties, called 
Davisson “very competent 
and respected.”

For the past 20 years, 
Davisson has operated 
the Rivers Law Firm 
with offices in Williston 
and Aiken. She and her 
team helped clients with 

personal injury, family 
law, probate, real estate, 
and criminal matters. The 
offices closed in May after 
she was appointed to the 
judicial seat. 

“I thank everybody who 
trusted me in that manner 
to assist them,” she said. 

She now looks forward 
to continuing to provide 
quality service in her 
new role. She credits her 
commitment to service and 
her values to her parents, 
Mary and the late Tommy 
Rivers. 

“I have wonderful 
parents who have always 
been very involved in the 
community. They have 
always sought to better 
the community,” said 
Davisson. 

Her father served on 
Williston school board, 
Williston Town Council, 
and later as mayor of 
the Town of Williston. 
He sought to solve any 
conflicts people had by 
staying level-headed, 
respectful and fair.  

“My dad always pressed 
upon me that you take your 

blessings, but recognize 
there are others who aren’t 
as fortunate as you and that 
you should assist any way 
you can,” she said. 

She plans to “remember 
those lessons” as she takes 
the bench to preside over 
various legal cases.

“You have to remember 
that this is important to that 
individual and you need 
to treat that with respect. 
Keep in mind everyone is 
coming from a different 
perspective. Even if you 
don’t agree, you must be 
respectful,” said Davisson.  

This is important for 
any judge or attorney, but 
especially those in small 
towns like those in the 
Second Judicial Circuit. 

Davisson has already 
started working and will 
spend her first few months 
touring the state to “see 
how they do things and 
learn from other judges 
so I can understand the 
courtroom procedure from 
this perspective,” she said. 

Though her role has 
changed, her commitment 
to legal excellence has not.

Barnwell County, along 
with the other 45 counties of 
South Carolina, is engaged 
in planning for events 
leading up July 4, 2026, the 
250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration 
of Independence on July 
4, 1776. The state’s SC250 
Commission oversees the 
activities of the various 
county organizations such 
as our own Barnwell County 
SC250 Committee.

There are three known 
sites of battles or skirmishes 
between our Patriots 
and British regulars or 
Loyalists (Tories) in what 
is now Barnwell County – 
namely, Morris Ford on the 
Salkehatchie River, south 
of Barnwell on the Old 

Allendale Road; Slaughter 
Field (Windy Hill) north 
of Healing Springs; and 
Steel Creek (Vince’s Fort) 
on the Savannah River. 
Of these, the only one 
with a state historical 
marker is Morris Ford. 
Among the goals of the 
Barnwell County SC250 
Committee are plans 
to place markers at the 
other two sites and to 
make these sites available 
to visitors, along with 
interpretive signs. 
Further information 
on these sites from 
interested persons 
would be welcomed by 
the Committee.

Markers commemorating 
Veterans of the Revolution 
and the War of 1812 had 
been moved from Winton 
Park on SC Hwy 3 to 
Veterans Memorial Park on 
US 278 in Barnwell several 

months ago. In December 
2023, markers were added 
to those in Veterans 
Memorial Park for three 

African-American soldiers 
from Barnwell District who 
fought in the Revolution: 
John Busby, Isham Carter, 
and Elisha Chavers, who 
was a Prisoner of War at the 
Fall of Charleston in 1780.

A replacement marker for 
Capt. Tarlton Brown (1757-
1845) was also placed at this 
same time. Brown’s marker 

had been vandalized 
and stolen from 
Winton Park years ago. 

Although known as 
“Col. Tarlton Brown” 
in his later years, 
Brown had enlisted 
in the Revolutionary 
Army (at first in the 
Artillery under Col. 
William Harden) in 
1776 as a private and 
had risen to the rank 
of captain in 1780 at 
the age of 23. It was 
after the Revolution 
that Brown became a 

colonel in the State Militia. 
He has the distinction of 
leaving behind published 
memoirs of the Revolution 
under the title of Memoirs of 
Tarlton Brown, a Captain in the 
Revolutionary Army, written 

in 1843 and published in 
1862, 1895, 1970 and 1999. It 
is through this publication 
that we know a great deal 
about battles and other 
soldiers in the Revolution.

As a direct descendant 
of Tarlton Brown and his 
first wife, Emelia Matthews 
(c.1766-c.1801), it is quite 
natural for me to feel a 
certain pride of place and 
heritage, but we must strive 
to learn as much as we can 
about other soldiers, many 
of whom have markers here 
in Barnwell at Veterans

Memorial Park. In 
the absence of written 
documentation, we must 
rely on anecdotal evidence 
from descendants, stories 
handed down over two 
centuries, as well as 
available military service 
records. Some families may 
have keepsakes that have 
survived the many decades 

since the Revolution. These 
items can be shown to the 
public by being loaned to 
one of Barnwell County’s 
three museums.

The SC250 Committee 
would like to discover facts 
on the many other Veterans 
whose records of service 
are not well known. A 
few additional memorial 
markers are to be ordered 
for documented Veterans of 
the Revolution. 

If any families have 
papers or other items 
pertaining to their soldiers 
in the Revolution, please 
contact one or more of the 
Barnwell County SC250 
Committee members: Ada 
Chappel; Milton Harden, 
Chairman; Peggy Kinlaw; 
Robert Miller; Jennings 
Owens; Libby Still, Vivian 
Tobin-Alston; or Barnwell 
County Council Chairman 
Jerry Creech.

Milton W. Harden
SC 250 Committee

Barnwell County SC250 Committee planning events for 2026 celebration
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Louie the Lion visited 
the Barnwell Public 
Library on July 11 to help 
children better understand 
how littering impacts their 
community. 

Known as The King of 
Litter, Louie the Lion is the 
mascot of Palmetto Pride, 
the state’s litter prevention 
initiative. From the state-
wide Palmetto Pride stems 
county-specific affiliates 
such as Keep Barnwell 
County Beautiful (KBCB) 
to tackle trash on a local 
level. 

KBCB chairman Ben 
Kinlaw and Peggy Kinlaw 
organized for Louie the 
Lion to make the trip from 
Columbia to read with 
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different armyworms, 
melon worms, leafrollers 
and there’s a lot of different 
caterpillars that can feed on 
the rinds opportunistically.”

Bilbo also spoke about the 
solutions to pest issues, such 
as trap cropping, which 
involves planting “trap 
crops” that are planted 
earlier to attract bugs away 
from the cash crop.

“There’s a lot of really 
good, promising research 
on this that hasn’t been 
evaluated yet on large scales 
to actually deploy trap 
cropping systems,” said 
Bilbo.

In addition to discussing 
the varieties of pests facing 
watermelon farmers, Bhu-
pinder Jatana, postdoctoral 
research associate at Cor-
nell University, spoke about 
how research on soil chem-
istry is helping advance best 
practices for watermelon 
growth.

“We have other projects, 
like we are using cover crops 
as well as beneficial soil 
microorganisms to manage 
the soil for it to be best for 
watermelon,” Jatana said.

The use of cover crops, 
which slow soil erosion, as 
well as changing land-use 
practices, have grown in 
popularity among farmers 
regionally, according to 
Jhessye Moore-Thomas, 
the Climate Smart Grant 
Extension Associate for 
Clemson University. 
Starting last year, the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture has been 
paying farmers to adopt 
agricultural practices 
associated with lower 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
The program, called 
Climate Smart, has been 
met by criticism from 
some scientists, as it 
avoids changing structural 
issues within agriculture’s 
contribution to climate 
change, as previously 
reported by The People-
Sentinel.

For watermelon farmers, 
the rapid growth of new 
agricultural technology will 
change how they confront 
agricultural issues. The 
event also had a trade 
show, in which different 
agricultural tech workers 

involved in precision 
agriculture — the use of GPS 
and automation in farming 
efficiency — networked 
with local farmers.

“The [technologies] will 
be more efficient and more 
pertinent, especially as 
these technologies catch on 
and more people start to use 
them,” said Tyler Campbell, 
a research technician at 
Clemson University, who 
led a demonstration on how 
drones are being used to 
apply pesticides.

Gilbert Miller, extension 
vegetable specialist at 
Clemson University, 
organized the event and 
said the turnout was larger 
than expected.

“It was fantastic, the 
biggest crowd we’ve ever 
had, and we got a lot of 
input from those attending,” 
Miller said. “We had all 
215 seats in the auditorium 
(filled) and folks had to find 
other places to sit. It was a 
nice problem to have. We're 
gonna sit down this week 
and begin planning for July 
10 of next year.”

WATERMELON: Field Day shows new technology, methods for better melons  FROM PAGE 1A

Clemson University research technician Tyler Campbell, left, speaks to farmers at Watermelon Field Day 
about how drones are being used to spray fields with pesticides

Gilbert Miller, Clemson Extension Vegetable specialist, speaks to a crowd of farmers.

Farmers share a laugh while picking watermelons at Watermelon Field Day.

Williston native appointed to judicial seat
blessings, but recognize 
there are others who aren’t 
as fortunate as you and that 
you should assist any way 
you can,” she said. 

She plans to “remember 
those lessons” as she takes 
the bench to preside over 
various legal cases.

“You have to remember 
that this is important to that 
individual and you need 
to treat that with respect. 
Keep in mind everyone is 
coming from a different 
perspective. Even if you 
don’t agree, you must be 
respectful,” said Davisson.  

This is important for 
any judge or attorney, but 
especially those in small 
towns like those in the 
Second Judicial Circuit. 

Davisson has already 
started working and will 
spend her first few months 
touring the state to “see 
how they do things and 
learn from other judges 
so I can understand the 
courtroom procedure from 
this perspective,” she said. 

Though her role has 
changed, her commitment 
to legal excellence has not.

since the Revolution. These 
items can be shown to the 
public by being loaned to 
one of Barnwell County’s 
three museums.

The SC250 Committee 
would like to discover facts 
on the many other Veterans 
whose records of service 
are not well known. A 
few additional memorial 
markers are to be ordered 
for documented Veterans of 
the Revolution. 

If any families have 
papers or other items 
pertaining to their soldiers 
in the Revolution, please 
contact one or more of the 
Barnwell County SC250 
Committee members: Ada 
Chappel; Milton Harden, 
Chairman; Peggy Kinlaw; 
Robert Miller; Jennings 
Owens; Libby Still, Vivian 
Tobin-Alston; or Barnwell 
County Council Chairman 
Jerry Creech.

Barnwell County SC250 Committee planning events for 2026 celebration The King of Litter holds storytime 
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell County children. 
A large part of KBCB’s 
efforts, in addition to litter 
clean-ups and prevention, is 
education, enlightenment, 
and enforcement (known as 
the 3 E’s). 

KBCB received their 
certification on April 11, 
2023 after hosting several 
litter cleanups, other 
storytime sessions at the 
library, and bringing a 
marionette show focused 
on litter prevention to local 

schools. 
The Barnwell Public 

Library also holds youth 
programming throughout 
the summer, making Louie 
the Lion’s storytime yet 
another free event offered 
to children during out-of-
school months. 

Books were read by the 
Kinlaws and children were 
able to sit and take pictures 
with Louie the Lion. 
Coloring sheets and other 
activities were handed out. 

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Elijah de Castro / Report for America

Elijah de Castro / Report for America

Elijah de Castro / Report for America
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Opinion

DEAR EDITOR
Do you have a question or concern about Barnwell County?

Mail to:  Attn: Editor, P.O. Box 1255, Barnwell, SC 29812

With the warmer weather and 
summer storms, roofing 

scams become more common. BBB 
Scam Tracker frequently receives 
reports of shady “free” roof inspec-
tions. Homeowners should be on the 
lookout for these cons.
How these scams works

You receive a call, or a person 
shows up at the door claiming 

to represent a roofing company. 
According to Scam Tracker reports, 
con artists often use the name of the 
state (i.e. Alabama, Georgia, South 
Carolina) plus “Roofing” or “Con-
struction” as their business name.

The “roofer” offers a free inspec-
tion. Why, you ask? The person may 
claim that their company is working 
on a neighbor’s home and is offering 
inspections to those living nearby. 
But if you ask questions about where 
the business is located or how their 
services work, you’ll most likely be 
met with vague answers, or, if you 
are speaking on the phone, they may 
simply hang up.

You accept the free inspection, 
and the “inspector” shows up at your 
house. If they don’t find enough wear 
and tear to merit a whole new roof, 
they may fabricate it, by tearing off 
shingles to mimic wind damage. Or 
they may simply show you pictures of 
someone else’s damaged roof. Don’t 
hire this company! Any repairs done 
by such a dishonest business are not 
likely to be high quality.
How to avoid roofing scams

• Beware of unsolicited offers. 
Most scams begin with a contractor 
who “just happens to be in the area” 
and notices your roof or home has the 
appearance of needing repairs from 
the outside. Roofing scams typically 
increase in frequency after a powerful 
storm, so stay alert.

• Get your insurance company to 
inspect your roof. Filing a claim with 
your insurance company goes on your 

record and could affect future claims 
or your continued coverage. Before 
signing any paperwork or contracts 
with a roofing company, have your 
insurance company to come out for 
an inspection to verify the need for 
repairs or replacements.

• Research roofing companies 
before you hire. Look at a company’s 
business rating on BBB.org. Keep a 
close eye on previous reviews and any 
complaints other consumers might 
have had. This is one of the best 
ways to know if a roofing company 
is reputable or just a cover for a scam.

Storm chasing has become a multi-
million-dollar industry, complete with 
computerized hail forecasting, teams 
of out-of-state installers and trained 
salespeople who go door-to-door so-
liciting work. Trust your instincts and 
thoroughly research any company 
knocking on your door.

For more information about hiring 
a roofing company, see BBB.org/
Roofers. You can also find valuable 
information at BBB.org/ScamTips 
and our Consumer HQ.

Kelvin Collins is president & CEO of the 
Better Business Bureau serving the Fall Line 
Corridor, serving 77 counties in East Alabama, 
West Georgia, Southwest Georgia, Central 
Georgia, East Georgia, and Western South 
Carolina. This tips column is provided through 
the local BBB and the International Associa-
tion of Better Business Bureaus (IABBB). The 
Better Business Bureau sets standards for 
ethical business behavior, monitors compli-
ance and helps consumers identify trustworthy 
businesses. Questions or complaints about a 
specific company or charity should be referred 
directly to the BBB at Phone: 1-800-763-4222, 
Web site: BBB.org or E-mail: info@central 
georgia.bbb.org.

BBB tip:  Watch out for “free roof inspections”
Better Business Bureau

 

Kelvin
Collins

Better Business
Bureau

 This Independence Day, let’s celebrate freedom 
of the press

This Independence Day, while 
nursing an ankle I sprained 

while rock climbing, I had some 
time to think about a First Amend-
ment freedom I think we too often 
take for granted: the freedom of the 
press. There can be no freedom of 
speech, assembly or religion without 
a free press. Like freedom of speech, 
the free press has played a key role 
in the United States’ long and often 
interrupted road to freedom for 
everyone.

Unfortunately, in the United 
States and around the world, the 
free press is under attack. In 2023, 
the International Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ) documented 129 
killings of media workers, one of 
the worst years in the history of the 
IFJ’s decades of tracking threats to 
the free press.

The overwhelming majority of 
journalists killed over the past year 
have been both innocent and Pales-
tinian; journalists and Palestinians 
did not start this horrible war. Since 
the Hamas attack last October, the 
Israeli Defense Forces have pre-
vented international journalists from 
entering Gaza, arrested 48 reporters 
throughout the Palestinian territories 
and killed 103 Palestinian journal-
ists, many deliberately; Hamas has 
killed four journalists.

By killing and detaining jour-
nalists, the Israeli government is 
attempting to blind the public to 
what human rights groups, scholars, 
lawyers, United Nations experts, 
eyewitnesses, and vast swaths of the 
Jewish and Palestinian people are 
describing as genocide; the unspeak-
able destruction of the Palestinian 
people, their places of worship, their 
schools, their hospitals, their homes, 
their babies, and their humanity.

“This is one of the most flagrant 
attacks on press freedom that I can 
remember. The impact on press 
freedom in Gaza, in the region and 
the rest of the world is something 
we cannot accept,” said Carlos 
Martínez de la Serna, the program 
director of the Committee to Protect 
Journalists.

But the Israeli government is not 
the only government cracking down 
on the free press. In the authoritarian 
petrostate of Azerbaijan, a record 
number of Azeri journalists were 
recently imprisoned not long after 
the country ethnically cleansed 
Artsakh, a historical homeland for 
the Armenian people. The list goes 
on and on.

I pen these words as a journal-
ist, but also as a human being with 

people in my life who are tied to 
these conflicts. A Palestinian friend 
has told me of his struggle to receive 
empathy from others since October 
7, and the niece of a lifelong family 
friend was fortunate enough to not 
be home when a Hezbollah rocket 
killed two people in her village in 
northern Israel. In Armenia, I have 
loved ones who witnessed Azer-
baijan’s ethnic cleansing of their 
homeland. In my view, journalism 
and our humanity are intertwined. 

For our team at The People-Sen-
tinel, the story of the Kansas-based 
newspaper Marion County Record 
hit close to home; a humble weekly 
newspaper covering rural communi-
ties and small-town politics had its 
office torn apart by police.

Despite all of this horrible news, 
there’s also good news for press 
freedom. Julian Assange, an Aus-
tralian journalist imprisoned for 
reporting on United States war 
crimes, recently avoided extradition 
to the United States and is now free. 
The Marion County Record recently 
settled with the former police chief 
in Marion for $235,000. State leg-
islatures across America are passing 
laws to support news entrepreneurs. 
And even though trust in the media 
is at an all-time low, 92% of Ameri-
cans still believe that a free press is 
important to society, according to 
Pew Research polling.

I completely understand people’s 
frustration with the media, espe-
cially here in the United States, 
where the overwhelming majority 
of Americans no longer trust the 
media as an institution. Too often 
journalists self-censor, follow nar-
ratives handed down to them and 
choose to not emphasize issues that 
deserve more attention. However, 
at our best, journalists hold up a 
mirror to humanity. If we don’t like 
what we see in our reflection, we the 
people, the demos, the democracy, 
can change it. But we must be brave 
and embrace the discomfort of tak-
ing a sincere look at ourselves; for 
that, we need a robust free press.

So how can you help support the 
free press? Well, consider making a 
tax-deductible donation to Report 
for America, the program that sup-
ports me and other young journalists 
across America. Keep up with the 
Committee to Protect Journalists, 
which helps journalists across the 
world in trouble. I’d also recom-
mend reading #TheGazaProject, 
a series of investigations by the 
newsroom Forbidden Stories, which 
has continued telling the stories of 
Palestinian journalists after they 
have been killed by the Israeli De-
fense Forces.

By supporting journalists this 
Independence Day, you not only 
support yourself and your commu-
nity, but you also help this country 
live up to the ideal its people value 
most: freedom.

Editorial

We, the family of the late William 
F. Guinyard wish to extend our sin-
cere gratitude and thanks for all the 
acts of kindness and comfort shown 

during our period of bereavement.  
May God continue to bless each of 
you in a mighty way.

Letters to the Editor
In Appreciation

I was greatly saddened to learn of 
the death of Margie Hill Foy, and 
I am sure most people have fond 
memories of her. She was such a kind 
soul, and I think my friend Owais 
described her and her family best 
when referred to them as “absolutely 
wonderful, caring people.”

Miss Margie was not actually re-
lated to me as far as I know, but our 
families were connected in several 
ways. I remember laughing when I 
heard the tale of her elderly cousin 
Eunice driving from Columbia to 
Barnwell, and she had to get out of 
her car to read the sign.

I first met Miss Margie in the days 
before Find-a-grave at Seven Pines 
Baptist Cemetery in Snelling as she 
was tending her family graves, and 
I was scouring cemeteries trying to 
find dead relatives. She was descend-
ed from Job Hill who moved from 
Pennsylvania to Edgefield County, 
and his descendants migrated to the 
area around Snelling.

I can only say Barnwell County is 
not quite as good of a place without 
Miss Margie.

Jennings Rountree,
Barnwell County

Remembering Margie Hill Foy

Elijah
de Castro

Reporter /
Report for
America 

During the recent Presiden-
tial debate against Donald 

Trump, Joe Biden embarrassed him-
self and further revealed what most 
Americans already knew – that he is 
not fit to lead.

Sadly, it’s not just one night, but 
the accumulation of failing Biden 
policies over the last three years 
which are to blame for the problems 
our country is experiencing. How-
ever, the poor decisions of Democrats 
in Congress are also responsible.

Together, Biden and Democrats 
falsely contrive a bright picture of 
how the country and families are 
surviving. The reality is much darker. 

Biden and Democrats are respon-
sible for soaring prices of everyday 
goods and services, an open border 
crisis with over 16 million illegal 
aliens living in America that has 
exposed every family everywhere 
to imminent attacks from terrorists 
and drug smugglers, a vulnerable 
national security, and many more 
burdens. 

However, perhaps most obvious 
are the hardship realities each of us 
face every day… in our pocketbooks.

Under Biden, Americans have 
endured the highest inflation in 40 
years, costing the average family 
nearly $13,000 more a year to buy 
the basics, all while Americans have 
seen a nearly four percent decrease 
in average weekly earnings.

When Biden took office, inflation 
was 1.4 percent. Since then, inflation 
has risen by more than 20 percent. 

Families know the distress of 
Bidenflation all too well, including 
most recently during the Fourth of 
July celebrations.

Since Biden, prices for the fol-
lowing holiday staples saw prices 
skyrocket:

Chicken up 24 percent
Ground beef up 23 percent
Sodas up 22 percent
Hot dogs up 16 percent
Ice cream also up 16 percent… just 

to name a few.
House Republicans are committed 

to stopping Biden’s reckless spend-
ing and restoring fiscal responsibility 

to Washington.
In addition to tackling inflation and 

lowering the cost of living, House 
Republicans, led by Speaker Mike 
Johnson, are fighting to strengthen 
national security, make America 
energy independent, secure the 
Southern border, preserve our con-
stitutional freedoms, restore the 
voice of the people, and more. A 
few highlights of what Republicans 
have accomplished so far, include 
passage of the:

Fiscal Responsibility Act, the 
largest deficit reduction package in 
American history.

Secure The Border Act to address 
the chaos at the borders by increas-
ing the number of Border Patrol 
agents, providing effective border 
enforcement technology, resuming 
construction of the border wall, and 
ending the administration’s catch and 
release policy.

Lower Energy Costs Act to unleash 
American energy, lower prices, and 
strengthen our national security.

Parents Bill of Rights to ensure 
a parent’s right to make decisions 
about their child’s education.

Defending the right to life with 

the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors 
Protection Act, and;

The National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2025, which 
represents the commitment to our 
service members, their families, and 
our national security. Included in it 
are funding authorizations for the 
Savannah River Site and defense 
research projects at South Carolina 
universities. As part of this Act, I 
am also grateful to have authored an 
amendment that would prevent the 
Department of Defense from buying 
solar panels manufactured by our 
adversaries, such as China.

House Republicans know that the 
only way to address the problem fac-
ing the American people is to return 
to President Donald Trump’s suc-
cessful America First agenda which 
created the strongest economy in 
generations, the most secure border 
in modern history, the lowest gas 
prices in years, and peace through 
strength.

Much remains to be done and I will 
continue to work hard every day to 
keep Americans safe, promote good-
paying jobs, and help make our lives 
and communities stronger.

I am grateful to represent South 
Carolina’s Second District.

Joe Wilson is a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives serving 
South Carolina’s 2nd District.

Republicans countering Biden failures

Column

Congressman
Joe
Wilson

July 12, 2024
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Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (50th and over) are free to announce. 

Rosemary Page Birt

Rosemary Page Birt was born on June 14, 2024.

Birth

Hyatt Melton adoringly watches her baby sister, Ealy Mills Melton, who was born 
on June 18, 2024.

Ealy Mills Melton
Megan and Charles Melton of Lexington, formerly of Barnwell 

County, are proud to announce the birth of their daughter, Ealy 
Mills Melton. 

She was born June 18, 2024 at 7:52 a.m. at Lexington Medical Center. She 
weighed 9 pounds, 2 ounces and measured 21 inches long.  

She was welcomed home by big sister, Hyatt Melton, age 4. 
Maternal grandparents are Marty and Susie Grubbs of Barnwell. 
Paternal grandparents are Debbie and the late Calvin Melton of Williston. 
Paternal great-grandmother is Clara Harris of Williston.

Birth
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Hunter Zorn signs to play Citadel football

On Wed nesday 
May 1, Jefferson 
Davis Academy 

standout athlete, Hunter 
Zorn, signed to play foot-
ball for The Citadel. 

Hunter is expected to 
play defensive line for the 
Bulldogs. Zorn helped lead 
the JDA Raiders to another 
great year, culminating in a 
SCISA 8-Man Football State 
Championship.

JDA head football coach 
Anthony Reitenour was 
asked about Hunter’s sign-
ing with The Citadel and 
said, “Hunter has continu-
ously worked harder and 
harder to improve his abili-
ties since the day I came 
in the doors here and met 
him. He has also excelled 
in the classroom and has 
been a model young man 
outside of it. He has worked 
hard to earn the opportu-

nity to suit up as a Bulldog 
and I couldn’t be more 
proud of him. He has been 
a pleasure to coach and 
will truly be missed by his 
JDA football family, but we 

are genuinely excited to 
see what the future holds 
for this exceptional young 
man.”

Hunter was asked about 
his thoughts on the signing 

and replied, “It feels great 
to have the opportunity to 
play at the college level. It 
has always been a dream 
of mine and I couldn’t have 
done it without God, my 

mom, family, coaches and 
teammates.” 

Zorn knows that the Cita-
del will be hard work. He 
plans to major in criminal 
justice and envisions a 
career in the field of law 
upon graduation. He is 
looking forward to playing 
on the defensive line for the 
Bulldogs. 

When asked about his 
playing days at Jefferson 
Davis Academy, he said, 
“My favorite memory at 
JDA would have to be win-
ning the State Champion-
ship in football with my 
teammates who will be 
my brothers forever. I’ll be 
sticking around so I can’t 
wait to see those boys get 
after it this year. My ad-
vice for younger athletes 
wanting to play at a higher 
level would be to always 
push yourself to do more 
in school and sports and 
don’t take your time for 
granted because it goes by 
way faster than you think.”

Hunter’s mother, Brandy 
Zorn, was asked about her 
thoughts on her son’s sign-
ing. Brandy responded, 
saying, “I’m so proud of 
Hunter! Hunter set high 
goals for himself at a young 
age. Hunter has chased his 
dreams from a small boy 
playing local rec league 
football to now college level 
football. Hunter said at a 
young age he would have 
a State Championship ring 
on his finger one day! That 
happened his senior year! 
Hunter also made a state-
ment that he would play D1 
football somewhere. That’s 
all determination and hard 
work ethic! I’m proud as his 
mother to stand beside him 
as he continues with his 
goals and dreams at The 
Citadel. Go Bulldogs!”

Good luck to you, Hunt-
er, as your Bulldog football 
and Citadel days await!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

sports@thepeoplesentinel.com

Hunter Zorn dons the hat of his new team, The Citadel, as mom, Brandy Zorn, happily 
watches the signing ceremonies.                                                                Photo By:  Donna Miley

Bre’Anna Buckmon selected for North-South softball game

Barnwell Warhorse 
s e n ior  c a t c h e r 
Bre’Anna Buck-

mon has been chosen to 
participate in the 2024 
South Carolina Coaches 
Association of Women’s 
Sports annual All-Star soft-
ball event, often referred 

to as the North-South soft-
ball game. The event will 
take place over two days, 
Wednesday, May 29 and 
Thursday, May 30 at Lex-
ington High School, in 
Lexington.

The SCCAW North-South 
game features some of the 
state’s best senior softball 
players from all levels. 
Bre’Anna Buckmon will 
join Barnwell and Team 

South coach Mike Beasley 
representing the Warhorses 
in this prestigious All-Star 
classic. 

“When I found out I was 
selected, I didn’t believe it! I 
am grateful and excited for 
the game,” said Bre’Anna.

Bre’Anna has been play-
ing softball for nine years 
and was asked about her 
journey and favorite mem-
ories. She said, “My favorite 
memories have been win-
ning Region Champion-
ships back-to-back years. 
Being a catcher for the 
past two years has been an 
amazing experience for me. 
I would like to thank my 
parents and other family 
members. I also want to 
thank Coach Mike Beasley, 
Coach Jenny Raines, Coach 
Willis Devore, Mrs. Felicia 
Devore, Coach Rick Arnold 
and Mrs. Rose Arnold for 
being my coaches and be-
lieving in me throughout 
my entire softball career. 
I thank my softball team-
mates for being uplifting 
and bringing life to this 
sport, because of this I will 
always love softball.”

Barnwell head coach 
and head coach of Team 
South in the North-South 
game, Mike Beasley, said 
he ’s   h appy  Br e ’A n n a 
was  selected to play in 
the North-South All-Star 
softball game. “She is the 
second consecutive player 
chosen from Barnwell High 
School to participate in 
the North-South game. 
Last year, Cailyn  Morris 
represented Bar nwel l 

High School in the North-
South classic. Bre’Anna has 
worked hard and is very 
deserving of this oppor-
tunity. I know she will do 
her best as she represents 
Barnwell High School and 
the Lady Warhorse softball 
team. Please plan to attend 
to support Bre’Anna May 
29 and 30 at Lexington 
High School.”

Bre’Anna will be travel-
ing and working as a mem-

ber of the United States Air 
Force after graduation. She 
was sworn in February 
20 and will be leaving for 
 basic training July 9. 

We wish Ms. Buckmon 
the best of luck at the 
North-South All-Star soft-
ball game and with her 
future Air Force career!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

sports@thepeoplesentinel.com

Contributed

Bre’Anna Buckmon’s .994 
fielding percentage from the 
catcher position helped earn 
her North-South invitation.

Kahzeer Wesley’s long jump 
performance at the Region 
Championships has gotten 
him an entry into the Lower 
State Championships this 
weekend.

Blue Devils end run in playoffs
Bre’Anna Buckmon will represent Barnwell in the SCCAWS 
North-South All-Star game.                        Photo By:  Kelley Wood
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Birthday

Janie and Pierson 
Birt of Allendale are 

proud to announce the 
birth of their daughter, 
Rosemary Page Birt. 

She was born June 
14, 2024 at 8:07 p.m. 
at Piedmont Hospital 
in Augusta,  Ga. She 
weighed 7 pounds, 3 
ounces and measured 19 
inches long.  

She has one older 
sister, Magnolia Jane 
Birt.

Maternal grandparents 
are Gina and Joseph 
Oswald III of Allendale. 

Paternal grandparents 
are Branna and Nathan 
Birt of Barnwell.

M a t e r n a l  g r e a t -
grandparents are Joan 
and the late Johnny 
Brewer, and the late Janie 
and Joseph Oswald II.

P a t e r n a l  g r e a t -
g r a n d p a r e n t s  a r e 
Harriett and Frankie 
Creech, and Paula Birt.

Jaxon Amir 
Smith 

celebrates 
1st birthday

Ja x o n  A m i r  S m i t h 
c e l e b r a t e d  h i s  f i r s t 

birthday on June 15, 2024. 
He is the son of Williston 

native Lenisha Smith (Brown) 
and Aiken native Jaylen Smith. 

Jaxon is the grandson of 
Lanear and Jacqueline Brown 
of Williston and Calvin and 
Lisa Smith of Aiken. 

Jaxon Amir Smith, dressed at 
Woody, celebrated his first 
birthday with a "Toy Story" 

theme.
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Mercedes Walker
Lower Savannah Counselor of the Year

Mercedes Walker was recognized as the Lower Savannah 
Counselor of the Year. 

The SC CTE School Counselor of the Year Award 
recognizes an outstanding school counselor who exemplifies 
outstanding achievement in building and delivering a high-
quality career guidance program that elevates the academic 
and employability skill sets needed in high demand for 21st 
century students.

Dreamers smiled with Sheriff Griffith after learning about 
law enforcement and asking the officers questions.

WILLISTON - Funeral 
services for Calvin Olin 
Wilson III, 73, of Williston, 
were held at 1 o’clock 
p.m., Friday, July 12, 2024 
at Mercy Church, 2700 
Whiskey Rd., Aiken, with 
Bishop Kenny Murphy, 
Dr. T. Bart Kelley and 
Pa s t o r  T o d d  Wi l s o n 
o f f i c i a t i n g .  H o n o r e d 
to serve as Honorary 
Pallbearers were members 
of the Ambassador Sunday 
School Class of Mercy 
Church. Burial followed 
in the Barnwell County 
Memorial Cemetery by the 
airport. The family received 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m., 
Thursday, July 11th at Folk 
Funeral Home, Williston, 
and one hour prior to 
the service on Friday at 
Mercy Church. Memorial 
contributions may be given 
to Mercy Church of Aiken 
Food Bank, 2700 Whiskey 
Rd., Aiken, S.C. 29803. 

Calvin passed away on 
Monday, July 8, 2024.

Born in Charleston, 
he was a son of the late 
Calvin Olin Wilson Jr. and 
Ellen Thompson Wilson. 
Calvin attended Newberry 
C o l l e g e ,  U S C - A i k e n , 
and George Washington 
University and earned 
a Bachelor of  Science 
Degree in Training from 
Cambridge University. He 
retired from E.I. DuPont/
SRS as a Training Specialist 
after working 32½ years. He 
was later employed at Penn 
State University where he 
trained students to work 
at U.S. Steel in Pittsburg, 
PA and was the Office 
Administrator at Adam’s 
Nursery for 12 years. He 
was an accomplished 
musician in woodwinds 
and was a former member 
of the Aiken Community 
Band. Ivy Garden Club 
of Williston was proud to 
have him as an Honorary 
Member, as he was always 
a gracious host and willing 
to help in any capacity. He 
also helped his wife, Diane, 
with her catering business 
for many years. Calvin was 
a member of Mercy Church 
in Aiken and was a member 
of the Williston Lions Club 

for many years. Anyone 
who knew Calvin loved 
listening to his stories; he 
was a master storyteller 
and always had wonderful 
stories and memories to 
share with his friends and 
family. 

Calvin accomplished a 
great deal in his life, but 
he was most proud of his 
wife, his daughters, and his 
grandchildren. 

Survivors include his 
loving wife of 52 years, 
Diane Rochay Wilson; two 
daughters, Heather (Neal) 
Chambers of Barnwell and 
Kelly (Bill) Newsome of 
Rock Hill; grandchildren, 
Lindsay Wilcox and fiancé, 
Dale Johnson, Emma Grace 
Chambers, and Robbie 
Wilcox; a brother, Wayne 
D. (Melinda) Wilson of 
Williston; special friends, 
Ola Mae and Gene Peavler, 
Sheila Moss, Deanne Orr, 
Janie Bell, and Peggy Avery 
along with a number of 
nieces and nephews. 

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted the 
family with arrangements. 
Visit our online registry 
at www.folkfuneralhome.
com.
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BARNWELL - Marjorie 
Elizabeth Hill Foy passed 
away on Tuesday, July 9, 
2024 in Greenwood. 

She was the daughter 
of Johnson M. Hill and 
Mae Still Hill and the wife 
of 51 years of Harry Lee 
Foy Sr. Margie and Harry 
Lee have four children: 
Linda Lee F. Early (Jack) of 
Bamberg and Mt. Pleasant, 
Harry Lee Foy Jr. (Mary 
Ann) of Central, Suzanne F. 
Nicholson of Greenwood, 
and Marjorie Jane F. Abbott 
(Tom) of Spartanburg. 

Margie especially loved 
her six grandchildren: 
William P. Early (Dasher), 
Ross H. Early (Natasha), 
Henry L .  Foy (Kari ) , 
William H. Nicholson 
III (Shelly), Elizabeth F. 
Nicholson (Rory), and 
Thomas F. Abbott (Jessica). 
She also has 11 great-
grandchildren.

Besides her husband 
a n d  p a r e n t s ,  M a r g i e 
was predeceased by her 
brothers, T.J. Hill and 

Johnson M. Hill, Jr. In 
her last years, she was 
especially appreciative of 
her friends Isaiah Daniels, 
Delores Pressy, Ann Brown, 
and the late Ruby Smith.

Margie was born in 
Barnwell County on July 
22, 1926 and grew up in 
Snelling. She graduated 
from Barnwell High School. 
During WWII she worked 
as a telephone operator in 
Augusta.

Once the war was over, 
she and Harry Lee were 
married, February 14, 1946. 
They made their home in 
Barnwell County, where 
Margie was a stalwart 
c i t izen,  working and 
raising her family. She 
assisted

H a r r y  L e e  i n  h i s 
businesses,  Foy Farm 
Service  and Barnwell 
Bowling Lanes. She was 
an enthusiastic sports 
fan, as a basketball player 
herself, a champion bowler, 
and following the sports 
activities of her children, 
grandchildren, and even 
great-grandchildren.

Margie led an active 
Christian life at Seven Pines 
Baptist Church, where she 
was baptized, and later at 
The First Baptist Church 
of Barnwell, where she was 
a member of the Connor 
Sunday School Class for 
many years. Margie led 
the Joyful Ministries group, 
which focused on shut-ins. 

She regularly visited and 
sought to enliven those in 
nursing homes. She also 
enjoyed membership in the 
Iris Garden Club. 

She and Harry Lee often 
traveled to the annual 
reunions of the 88th Naval 
Construction Battalion (Sea 
Bees).

Margie was renowned 
for her lemon pies, which 
she shared with countless 
friends in Barnwell and for 
her macaroni and cheese, 
which her grandchildren 
aspire to replicate. She 
welcomed all into her home 
and was generous to a fault.

A service to honor Margie 
was held Saturday, July 
13, at 12 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church of Barnwell, 
preceded by visitation at 11 
a.m. A private committal 
service was held on Sunday 
at the Barnwell County 
Memory Gardens. Those 
who wish to remember 
her with a donation may 
choose the Harry Lee and 
Marjorie Elizabeth Hill 
Foy Memorial Scholarship 
Fund at USC Salkehatchie 
(465 James Brandt Blvd., 
Allendale, S.C. 29810) or 
the charity of one’s choice. 

Mole Funeral  Home 
of Barnwell assisted the 
family. Sign the online 
guestbook at molefh.com.
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Ned Branch Missionary Baptist 
celebrates fathers

Ned Branch Missionary Baptist Church in Barnwell celebrated fathers during the Sunday 
service on June 16. In addition to the message, there was music, photos, and a special 
prayer time for all fathers.                                                                                       Photos Contributed

ALLENDALE - Sherri 
Lynn Smith, age 61, died 
Tuesday, July 9, 2024. 

Sherri was a native of 
Allendale and the daughter 
of the late Marshall P. Smith 
Sr. and Julia Mae Smith.

She attended Allendale 
Academy and was member 

of Allendale First Baptist 
C h u r c h .  S h e  w o r k e d 
many years at Scotsman 
in Fairfax. She never met 
a stranger and enjoyed 
people and cherished her 
family.

F a m i l y  m e m b e r s 
include two stepsons, 
Jimmy William Ray and 
John Robert Ray Jr.; one 
brother, Marshall P. Smith 
Jr. (Tammy); one sister, 
Krystal S. Teems; two aunts, 
Mary Frances Smith and 
Patty S. Johnson; several 
nieces and nephews that 
she loved dearly.

Graveside services will 
be 2 p.m. Sunday, July 21, 

2024, at Swallow Savannah 
Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends following 
the service at the cemetery.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Swallow 
Savannah Cemetery, c/o 
Suzanne Goodson, 493 
Concord Church Road, 
Ulmer, S.C. 29849.

Keith Smith Funeral 
Service, 128 Water Street, 
Allendale, is in charge 
of  arrangement .  S ign 
the online guestbook at 
keithsmithfuneralservice.
com. 
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Dewitt Jennings is well respected throughout the halls of  Swiss 
Krono. Mr. Jennings is also equally respected throughout the 
greater Barnwell community. He is a devout husband to his wife, 
Destiny Jennings and a loving father to his four daughters.   
  
Dewitt cites the birth of his eldest daughter De’Asia, and his start 
with Swiss Krono as his initial introduction into adulthood. Mr. 
Jennings began his journey with Swiss Krono thanks to the 
recommendation of a personal and professional mentor, Leonard 
Williams. Starting as a forklift operator in 2013 in the KT Press 
department, Mr. Jennings notes that this is where he began 
homing in on his professional discipline. He had to learn how to 
balance his hands-on work life with still being a loving father and 
husband throughout schedule changes at the factory over the 
years. He credits his supervisor and mentor Kenneth Dobson, the 
current manager of the KT Press department with giving him that 
guidance.  
He further notes that Kenneth was very instrumental in helping  
him develop professional habits that still hold immense value to him today.   
 

Dewitt Jennings speaks glowingly about the opportunities that have been afforded to him since joining Swiss 
Krono in 2013. He says the organization helped him develop his professional skills and expand his 
knowledge and expertise in manufacturing to now be the Intralogistics Supervisor he is today. It showed him 
the ins and outs of how a global manufacturing organization is successfully run. A lasting thought Dewitt 
speaks favorably of is the sustainability of this organization. He says, “Throughout all the changes in the 
economy, Swiss Krono continues to hold strong year after year.” Dewitt is known around the building and the 
community as a man who takes pride in everything he does. He’s a shining example of the core values we 
hold near and dear to our hearts at Swiss Krono.  
  
Thanks for being a role model within our personal and professional community here in Barnwell.   

stepping into this role with 
an already solid foundation 
within the community. 

“I know beyond a doubt 
he will do an awesome job 
in his new role. Shawn is 
well respected and very 
well connected. The citizens 
of Blackville should be 
proud to not only have 
quality law enforcement but 
to know the chief is from the 
very town he grew up in,” 
said BCSO Lieutenant Eric 
Kirkland. 

During his time with 
BCSO, Howze served as 
an School Resource Officer 
(SRO) at his alma mater, 
Macedonia Elementary-
Middle School (MEMS). 
Here he developed “a 
great working relationship 
with the school and 
administration,” he said. 

As a student at MEMS, he 

aspired to have a career in 
law enforcement and recalls 
attending Sergeant Donald 
Danner’s D.A.R.E classes. 
As an SRO, Howze started 
a program called Lunch 
Buddies which provided 
an opportunity for law 
enforcement officers from 
local and state agencies 
to eat lunch with MEMS 
students. 

“I am definitely 
going to continue that 
working relationship and 
maintaining that program 
there,” said Howze, who 
feels stepping into the chief 
role has only improved 
his relationship with local 
administrators, educators, 
and students. 

He plans to still be a 
presence and mentor for 
MEMS and Blackville-
Hilda High School (BHHS) 

students– not only as a 
police officer but as a coach. 

Howze is currently the 
assistant varsity basketball 
coach at BHHS and head 
basketball coach at MEMS, 
and he also coaches football, 
allowing him to get to 
know the youth outside of 
academics. 

“Those kids…I love 
working with kids,” said 
Howze, who also coached 
at Jefferson Davis Academy 
from 2018 to 2022. 

His drive to serve the 
Town of Blackville stems 
from the knowledge and 
wisdom imparted on him by 
local mentors and leaders, 
and his desire to share it 
with the next generation. 

“To have the opportunity 
to come back and be able 
to display that, I owe that 
all to my former teachers, 

mentors, coaches; I can’t 
thank them enough,” said 
Howze. “I just hope to be an 
inspiration to our youth of 
what Blackville produces.”

Some of those mentors 
were David Berry who 
coached him in football, 
current BHHS principal 
Christina Snider who taught 
him in fourth grade, and 
MEMS principal Chelsea 
Calhoun who taught while 
he was in elementary school. 

He thanked BHHS athletic 
director Paris Mason and 
coach Albert Pressley, “who 
all instilled those principles 
in my life coming up as a 
young man,” he said. 

He refers to these 
individuals as “pillars in 
our community” whose 
guidance and support have 
helped him both personally 
and professionally. 

These figures helped him 
throughout his academic 
journey and continue to 
support him in his career in 
law enforcement, similarly 
to fellow law enforcement 
officers such as Sheriff Steve 
Griffith, Lt. Kirkland, and 
Sergeant Erica McCrae. 

Lt. Kirkland first met 
Howze in 2018 and 
describes him as a “dynamic 
officer.” He later learned of 
Howze’s aspirations to one 
day become chief. 

“I was very impressed 
with his professionalism 
and mannerisms to be a 
young officer. It was obvious 
that he not only possessed 
the much needed qualities 
that make a good officer, but 
Shawn also had the distinct 
core values that we desire 
in all young officers,” said 
Lt. Kirkland. “Chief Howze 

knows that there are many 
people who want to see him 
succeed, including myself, 
and as always, I am just a 
phone call away.”

Howze thanks BCSO, as 
well as the Barnwell Police 
Department for giving him 
his start in law enforcement 
in 2016.

Serving under numerous 
chiefs, such as Robert Miller, 
Brian Johnson, and Lamaz 
Robinson in Barnwell 
and Lawrence Wiggins 
in Allendale, allowed 
Howze to see how different 
departments are run. 

“They all played a role in 
the reason why I am here,” 
he said. 

Howze resides in 
Barnwell County with his 
wife, Audriana, and three 
children, Khilee, Kheera, 
and Shawn III. 

INTERIM CHIEF: Blackville Council selects new leader of police department   FROM PAGE 1A

The South Carolina State 
Fair is now accepting entries 
for its annual competitive 
exhibits, which will be 
on display Oct. 9-20, 2024 
during the S.C. State Fair. 
Exhibitors from across 
South Carolina are invited 
to submit their entries now 
through Sept. 1 in a variety 
of categories for a chance to 
compete at the state’s largest 
event. 

"We are thrilled to 
once again bring together 
the incredible talent 
and creativity of South 
Carolinians at this year's 
South Carolina State Fair," 
says General Manager 
Nancy Smith. 

Talent of all ages 
and backgrounds are 
encouraged to participate in 
the competitions. More than 
$300,000 in premiums will be 
offered for award-winning 
exhibits in agriculture, art, 
home and crafts, flowers, 

SC State Fair now accepting 
entries for competitive exhibits

Nancy Smith
South Carolina State Fair

nancys@scstatefair.org

livestock and more. To 
enter the 2024 competitive 
exhibits, participants 
can visit scstatefair.org/
competitions and find 
detailed instructions on how 
to submit their entries, along 
with a comprehensive list 
of categories available for 
participation. 

The S.C. State Fair is a 
charitable organization 
dedicated to preserving 
and promoting South 
Carolina’s agricultural roots 
while supporting statewide 
education. The theme for 
the 2024 S.C. State Fair is 

“46 Reasons to Celebrate 
SC.” This year, the S.C. 
State Fair invites residents 
and visitors to celebrate the 
very essence of what makes 
the Palmetto State such a 
special place to live, work 
and play — the 46 counties 
that collectively make up 
South Carolina. Additional 
categories and divisions 
have been added to the S.C. 
State Fair’s 2024 competitive 
exhibits, including the 
“Spirit of Carolina” awards, 
showcasing the best of 
South Carolina’s beauty and 
creativity. 

The Original Six (O6) Foundation, a 
nonprofit that provides afterschool and 
literacy programs for vulnerable students 
in rural and underserved areas of South 
Carolina, has named Cameron Gentry 
program coordinator. 

In this newly created role, Gentry 
will manage and oversee Original Six 
Foundation programs while fostering a 
nurturing environment with O6 partner 
schools and students.

Before joining the Original Six Foundation 
team, Gentry taught third grade at 
Pomaria-Garmany Elementary School in 
Newberry County. The daughter of lifelong 
educators, Gentry was on the Dean’s List at 
Clemson University where she graduated 
in 2021 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Elementary Education with an emphasis on 
Math and Science.  

“Original Six Foundation programs are 
experiencing unprecedented growth,” 
executive director, Kara Gormley Meador 
says. “Having a passionate and enthusiastic 
leader like Cameron serving as program 
coordinator will help ensure that the 
students we serve and the teachers we 
invest in have the support they need to 
excel.”

During 2022-2023, Original Six 
Foundation programs served over 5,500 
students. The organization’s primary 
program, O6 Afterschool nearly doubled 
in size, regularly serving over 7-hundred 
students in 11 schools located in 8 South 
Carolina public school districts. Each 

program operates Monday through 
Thursday providing students in grades 
two through eight with a safe place to learn 
while filling educational gaps.

“I’m thrilled to share my passion for 
education and serve students across the 
state of South Carolina,” Gentry said.  
Gentry attended one of the Title I schools 
that the Original Six Foundation currently 
serves. “I know these kids, because I was 
one of those kids,” Gentry said. “Every child 
matters and the Original Six Foundation 
is addressing the educational needs of 
students in rural and underserved areas in a 
truly impactful way. This is an area where I 
believe I can make a positive contribution.”

“It’s exciting to see the Foundation 
growing because that means we are serving 
more kids,” said Original Six Founder and 
Chair, Nikki Haley. “This work would 
not be possible without the support of 
businesses and individuals who realize that 
helping children reach their full potential is 
always a great investment,” Haley said.

Founded in 2011 by then-Governor 
Haley, the Original Six Foundation believes 
children across South Carolina deserve 
a quality education regardless of where 
they are born and raised. The Original Six 
works to improve education by identifying 
gaps and filling them through hands on 
engagement and resources. Original Six 
partners include schools in the counties of 
Allendale, Barnwell, Bamberg, Clarendon, 
Colleton, Florence, Greenville, Kershaw, 
Marion, Pickens, Richland, and Union.

Original Six Foundation 
names program coordinator
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Wi l l i s t o n - E l k o  H i g h 
S c h o o l ’ s  R a n d y 

Robinson Jr. has not played a 
single game for the Blue Devils, 
after transferring in from Aiken 
High School last year, but the 
sophomore is already making 
basketball news. Randy and 
the USC Unleashed team out of 
Columbia competed in the NIKE 
EYBL Peach Jam tournament, 
held in North Augusta. 

The Nike Peach Jam is an annual 
national amateur basketball 
recruiting showcase. It’s part of 
the Nike Elite Youth Basketball 
League (EYBL), which features 
the top 40 high school basketball 
circuit teams in America and 
includes one Canadian team. 
The Peach Jam tournament takes 
place each July and serves as 
part of the EYBL circuit finals. 
This year’s event is being held in 
North Augusta, South Carolina, 
running from Friday, July 12 
through Sunday, July 21. Notable 
alumni include 2023-24 NBA 
All-Stars Jayson Tatum, Julius 
Randle, and Trae Young and 
more recently, Lebron James’ son 
Bryce James and Carlos Boozer’s 

Williston-Elko’s Randy Robinson, Jr. 
competes at Nike EYBL Peach Jam

Randy Robinson Jr. played in the Nike Peach Jam tournament while 
his dad, Randy Robinson Sr. was an assistant coach.        Photo Contributed

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

sports@thepeoplesentinel.com

The Barnwell Belles softball team has 
had a lot of success over the years. 

This year’s team returned to the State 
Championship Tournament in Iva, South 
Carolina, where the Barnwell Belles were 
pitted against the team from Andrews in 
the State Championship game. Although 
Barnwell lost the championship game, 
they did receive the Sportsmanship 
Award and earned the title of state 
runners-up. 

Belles head coach Logan Hawkins was 
asked about coaching the Belles and 
her team’s performance and responded 
by saying, “This was my first season 
coaching All-Stars and I am beyond 
thankful for the opportunity! Coming 
back home and coaching on the fields I 
started on is something I have always 
wanted to do and it’s very near to my 
heart! This team worked so hard day in 
and day out, put in so much extra work 
outside of practice, and had the best 
attitudes! Although we did not get the 
outcome we’d hoped for, they fought 
until the end! I am so proud of each and 
every one of them. We placed runner-
up in the Dixie Youth Softball Belles 
State Tournament and also received the 
Sportsmanship Award!”

Coach Hawkins started playing 
recreation softball in Barnwell and later 

for Barnwell High School before playing 
collegiate softball at Piedmont University. 
Hawkins was joined by assistant coaches 
Jason Sullivan and Jackie Hawkins. These 
coaches and players put in a lot of time 
and energy to be able to make possible 
the trip to the State Championship. The 
players, parents, and coaches “did a lot of 
fundraising, sitting outside of businesses” 
in addition to the many hours on the 
practice field. All of their efforts are worth 
the ultimate experience of playing in the 
championship game.

All of the players are all-stars and 
earned a right to be there, but when 
asked for any players who really had a 
great postseason, Coach Hawkins said, 
“Kendall Adams caught a lot of innings 
behind the plate and did an outstanding 
job. I’Yana Robinson threw a lot of 
innings between Saturday and Sunday 
and kept the score close in both game 
one and game two. Keep in mind that the 
temperatures reached nearly 100 degrees 
during the weekend.

Barnwell Belles player Rilee Sandifer 
was asked about her experience and said, 
“I enjoyed being a part of the Belles team 
of girls from different schools, making 
new friends, and getting to practice some 
more softball skills in the off season.”

This will certainly be an experience 
these young ladies will remember for 
years to come. 

Belles Softball are State
Runners-Up

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

sports@thepeoplesentinel.com

son, Cameron Boozer.  NBA star 
Khris Middleton sponsors a team 
out of Charleston. This is a really 
big event for Nike and EYBL.

The USC Unleashed team, 
also known as Team Unleashed 
South Carolina, is made up of 

some of the best high school 
basketball players in all of South 
Carolina and they compete in 
the E15 category for Elite Youth 
Basketball League (EYBL). Randy 
tried out for this team last year 
and made the team, beating out a 

large group of very good players 
from across the midlands and 
other parts of the state.

USC Unleashed opened the 
tournament defeating the Indy 
Heat Red team out of Indiana 
70-54. The Q6 all-stars out of 
Georgia were no match for USC 
Unleashed, with the Unleashed 
squad dominating the Georgia 
team 58-23. The Middleton 
Hoop Elite team, sponsored 
by the NBA’s Khris Middleton, 
played the Unleashed team in a 
close battle, but the Unleashed 
team came away with the 68-
64 victory. After winning three 
straight contests, the Unleashed 
lost a close game to Alabama 
Fusion EYBL 59-62.

Randy Robinson Jr. averaged 12 
points, 10 rebounds, and 4 assists 
over the run of the tournament. 
His presence playing down low 
and in the paint was definitely 
noticed by their opponents and 
by the many fans and observers 
in attendance. Prep Hoops has 
Randy ranked as the #61 player 
in the state, and his performances 
at the Peach Jam Tournament 
helps show why. Williston-Elko 
head basketball coach Ernest 
Parker said, “Randy Robinson Jr. 
is a hard-working kid that loves 
basketball. His future is really 

bright! I really look forward to 
coaching him.”

Speaking of coaching, Randy’s 
father, Randy Robinson Sr., was 
an assistant coach of the USC 
Unleashed team. Randy Sr. was 
asked about coaching his son 
and said, “It was amazing to 
watch his growth throughout 
this process. I am so glad that I 
could see him play at this level. 
It was a great experience getting 
to coach him in this tournament.”

What did Randy Jr. think of this 
experience? “The competition at 
this level is really different. Win 
or lose, competing at this high 
level helps you develop your 
game and takes it to the next 
level.” 

When asked about what this 
will do for him playing for 
Williston-Elko this season, he 
said, “I want to bring everything 
from this experience to the high 
school and hope to make it to the 
playoffs and hopefully play for a 
State Championship.”

Good luck to Randy Robinson 
Jr.  a nd t he Wi l l i ston-Elko 
High School Blue Devils as 
they prepare for the 2024-2025 
basketball season ahead. I am 
sure we will be hearing from 
Randy again very soon.

Barnwell Darlings compete at 
State Tournament

The Barnwell Belles received the Sportsmanship Award and were runners-up at the 
State Championship last weekend.                Photo Contributed By: Barnwell Baseball Softball Association

The Barnwell Darlings softball team competed in the State Tournament for the first time 
in 6 years.                                                        Photo Contributed By: Barnwell Baseball Softball Association

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

sports@thepeoplesentinel.com

The Barnwell Darlings softball team 
traveled to Iva, South Carolina to 

compete in the State Tournament July 
6 and 7. Head coach Jamie Towne and 
assistant coaches Tiffany McCoy, Mark 
Still, and Ciera Still took this group 
of Barnwell’s best 8- and 9-year-old 
softball players to compete in the State 
Tournament for the first time in six years. 
Iva is in Anderson County.

The Barnwell Darlings team played 
hard and competed with all their heart, 
but were eliminated after two games, 
losing both games, but being competitive 
in both and staying close until the end. 

Coach Jamie Towne commented on his 
team’s efforts saying, “We showed up and 
my girls played their hearts out. We first 
played Lancaster. We hung with them the 
whole game and came up just short at the 
end. We then played the defending state 
champs on Sunday. We hung with them. 
We played like true champions. We lost 
in the last inning but in my eyes, we were 
winners!”

Coach Towne went on to say “I could not 
be more proud of our girls. This is the first 
time in 6 years that our Darlings league 
went to state. Barnwell does not have 
many girls that play softball. We used to 
have five or six teams and had a chance 
to see different talent. The past two years 
we have only had two teams with barely 
enough players to have those two teams. 
This makes it hard to see different talent 

and prepare for tournaments like district 
and state. I have spoken with other team’s 
coaches and they said that they have the 
same issue. This is happening all over 
the state, so they started playing other 
teams throughout their county and 
nearby counties to help prepare. This is 
something that I’m going to present to 
our association for future consideration.”

The Barnwell Darlings softball team 
includes Teal McCoy, Sailor Holden, 
Anasia Badger, Oaklyn Croft, Copelynn 
Ray, Emmalin Huber, Kassie Heatwole, 
Mary Chilton Alexander, Adalynn Grady, 
Grace Murdaugh, Brenleigh Ashby, and 
Brooklyn Haddock.

Coach Towne wanted to be sure to 
thank all the parents and his assistant 
coaches for all of their efforts to ensure the 
Darlings had the means to make this trip 
and that the girls could have this great 
experience. Through the efforts of the 
young ladies, their parents, the coaches, 
and lots of community generosity, the 
whole District and State Tournament trips 
were funded. 

“I know these girls have a very successful 
and bright future in softball. Participation 
in sports helps keep kids out of trouble 
and if we can save one child from heading 
down the wrong path then all the pain, 
tears and sweat is worth it all! I also want 
to thank the assistant coaches for all of 
their hard work. If it wasn’t for you none 
of this would have been possible. My hat 
goes off to Brad Whitehead and all of the 
Barnwell Baseball Softball Association. 
Thank you all for all of your hard work 
and dedication,” he said.
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Kash Jones wins saddle at 
roping competition

Kash Jones from Williston won this saddle at the six to 8-year-old dummy roping at the 
David Finley Memorial team roping on May 26, 2024. The saddles were donated by Paul 
Lyman. Kash is the son of James and Kaley Jones.                                      Photo Contributed

Contributed

On May 5-6, hometown basketball 
team the Carol ina Shockers 

traveled to North Charleston to participate 
in the “Bash at the Beach Basketball 
Tournament” at the North Charleston 
Athletic Center. 

They took several boys and girls teams 
but it was the varsity boys who took the 
tournament by storm. After winning the 
first game in the morning at the athletic 
center, the team had to travel to Military 
Magnet School for the night cap. In the 
fourth quarter the lead changed five to six 
times with both teams giving all they had. 

With 5.6 seconds to go, the Shockers 
were down two points. The Shockers 
coach called timeout, knowing he only 
has one play and no timeouts to win 
the game. The crowd was on pins and 

needles knowing they needed this game 
to advance to the Championship the next 
day. With 5.6 seconds left on the clock, the 
Shockers had to cover the whole floor with 
no time for dribbling, just passing and 
being pressed full court by the other team. 

For the winning play after the timeout, 
guard passes to the forward on the right 
side the forward passes to the center in 
center court with two seconds left. The 
center finds the Shockers’ point guard 
deep in the right corner and he lets the 
ball fly.  The Shockers fans are on their 
feet and all you here is boom! 

Shockers win by one with no time on 
the clock and advance to the final Sunday 
morning. In the Championship game the 
Shockers shocked the fans with a blowout 
win, but it was no shock to the players 
and coaching staff based on hard work 
and dedication to their craft.  

Carolina Shockers champions 
at Bash on the Beach

Carolina Shockers are victorious at the Bash at the Beach Competition in North 
Charleston.                                                                                                          Photo Contributed
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Allendale Town Council discusses falling 
crime rates, introduces new administrator
Elijah de Castro
Report for America

elijah@thepeoplesentinel.com

A packed crowd filled 
the Allendale mu-

nicipal building on July 9, 
when the Allendale Town 
Council introduced its new 
town administrator and 
discussed multiple other 
topics of public importance.
Falling crime rates

During council Allen-
dale Police Chief Lawrence 
Wiggins announced that 
the town’s crime rate has 
fallen by 50%. Wiggins and 
the council said they are 
working towards build-
ing out security cameras 
throughout the Town of 
Allendale.

Wiggins noted that re-
cent events, such as the 
April 27 shootings and a 
recent shooting at Oakland 
Apartments, may give the 
perception that crime is 
rising. However, Wiggins 
said, crime has fallen since 
2022, a particularly violent 
year for the community.

“Our violent crime is 
down over 50% in the first 
seven months of the year 
compared to last year,” 
Wiggins said. “All in all, I 
believe crime is trending 
in the right direction in this 
community. You’ll never 
completely get rid of crime, 
but you can mitigate it.”
New town administrator

The council also intro-
duced the community to 
the town’s new administra-
tor, Kathryn Harrison, who 
started in the role on July 8. 

“We brought her here to 
handle the day-to-day op-
erations, and we as council 
cannot involve ourselves 
in the day-to-day opera-
tions,” mayor pro tem 
Pookie Smith said. “So 
let’s give her a chance, and 
we’ve got to support her in 
doing her job.”

The Town of Allendale 
had been searching for a 
town administrator for 
nearly one year, and under
went an extensive hiring 
search to fill the position.

“The people sitting in this 

room have such a high re-
spect for the citizens of this 
community because I was 
put through the wringer; 
months of telephone calls, 
interviews, conversations, 
tough questions,” Harrison 
said. “I have an open door 
policy, so if anyone wants 

to discuss anything further, 
please come see me.”

For more about Harrison 
and her appointment to the 
town administrator position, 
read our Q&A with her.
Vegetation growth at 
sewer plant

Since February, the Town 

of Allendale’s public works 
department has been deal-
ing with a tide of vegetation 
growth in the two lagoons 
at the town’s sewer treat-
ment plant. Approximately 
50-80% of the lagoons were 
covered with vegetation, 
and the town worked with 

water system servicing 
company Water Systems 
Inc., to address the issue. 
The vegetation growth has 
been attributed to higher 
winter temperatures; glob-
al climate change made 
last winter the hottest in 
human history.

Hattie Jackson, chair of 
the Town of Allendale’s 
water and sewer commit-
tee, said the town is consid-
ering training public works 
employees on aquatic treat-
ment. 

“There’s nothing wrong 
with contracting work, 
but we want to be able to 
equip them to be able to 
do this work, that way we 
can stay on top of things,” 
said Hattie Jackson, chair of 
the water and sewer com-
mittee. “We don’t want to 
continually see ourselves 
get in a place where that 
overgrowth is continually 
occurring.”

Administrator:  Q&A                  FROM 1A

the Town of Allendale can 
be just got me really excited 
about the possibility of 
being part of that.

Elijah: When people 
hear “administrator,” they 
might not think that it’s a 
face they can come to. How 
do you want to develop 
your relationship with the 
community more?

Kathryn: One thing I did 
today was just going and 
exploring. We visited the 
local Mexican restaurant 
El Jardin, and I was on the 
hunt today for a local dry 
cleaner I can use. I’m on 
the hunt for any local busi-
nesses that I can invest in 
and support. I want to be 
out there and I want people 
to feel comfortable being 
able to come up to me and 
approach me.

Elijah: The council strug-
gled to hire an adminis-
trator, and there’s been a 
history of administrative 
malpractice in Allendale 
County. Of what impor-

tance do you think an 
administrator plays in the 
community?

Kathryn: The adminis-
trator by all accounts is 
in charge of running the 
day-to-day operations of 
the town. Without having 
someone taking care of the 
day to day it doesn’t free 
up the council to be able 
to explore and innovate 
in the way that they need 
to because they’re getting 
bogged down in that day-
to-day. The importance of 
the administrator specifi-
cally for the Town of Allen-
dale right now is to allow 
the council to stop pulling 
double duty; [they should] 
get out there and be cre-
ative. [The administrator 
should] be a support for 
the council and be someone 
they know they can rely on.

Elijah: There’s a lot of dif-
ferent departments within 
the town [government] and 
as administrator you’re go-
ing to be working between 
them. How do you do those 

collaborations when you’re 
working between different 
departments and there’s a 
lot of people to communi-
cate with?

Kathryn: I’m doing a lot 
of one-on-ones with the 
department heads to start 
off. I really want to know 
what they’re struggling 
with, what they need help 
with and where they can be 
supported. Then it’s time to 
get all of those department 
heads together. Let’s look 
across the board and see if 
there are similar issues and 
see if we can come up with 
solutions across the entire 
town and not just in one 
department. Cohesiveness 
is one of the things that I 
value. Let’s get everyone in 
a room and hash it out and 
bring everyone to the table. 
When you have every
one engaged and have 
the creativity from having 
everyone sitting down to-
gether, you have no idea 
the potential that has.

The Allendale Town Council (left) with new town administrator Kathryn Harrison (right).
Photo By: Elijah de Castro / Report for America

call (803) 259-3501  •  visit 22 Burr Street, Barnwell

Rowan and Sycamore looking for
PURRFECT homes

Rowan and Sycamore 
are 2 cute siblings 

that are looking for their fur 
ever homes. 

We have several sweet 
kittens here that are in need 
of PURRFECT homes. 
These 2 are around 4 weeks 
old and they also have 3 
more siblings here. We also 
have some that are a little 
older, that would make a 
great addition to a loving 
family. They have all start-
ed their vaccines. They are 
playful and full of energy!

All donations are tax-
deductible.

The Animal Advocates
P.O. Box 1924
Barnwell, SC  29812



Ongoing
Local firefighter Missy Cato 
is collecting aluminum 
cans for the Southeastern 
Firefighter’s Burn 
Foundation. The money they 
receive for these cans goes 
toward helping with lodging 
for families of patients in the 
burn unit, transportation, 
medications, anti-scarring 
garments, and more. For more 
information, contact Cato 
at 803-671-4973 to make 
arrangements to pick them up. 

Monday AA Meetings
Free. Open to the public. The 
Axis I Center, 179 Fuldner Rd., 
Barnwell. 803-541-1245.
www.axis1.org. 
10:30-11:30am

1st Tuesdays
Barnwell Development 
Association Inc. (aka BDA) 
20 Wall St., Barnwell
BarnwellDA.com
BDAinc029.com  
8am

Weekly on Tuesdays
Free Food Distribution
Long Branch MBC, 
922 Hopewell Rd., Gifford. 
Food products will be available 
while supplies last. 
3:30-5:30pm

Tuesdays & Thursdays
Senior Dance Lessons
Blackville Community Center. 
For all Barnwell County Seniors 
60 and over. Call 803-259-4592. 
3-4pm

Every Thursday 
Allendale Line Dance Classes
Allendale National Guard Armory 
(368 Court House Square, 
Allendale) These free line dance 
exercise/fitness classes are open to 
anyone 18 years and up. Sponsored 
by Allendale County Office on 
Aging and led by instructor Angela 
Doe Youmans.  
6-7pm

Fridays
The Gateway Church 
Food Pantry 
The Gateway Church food 
pantry is also looking for 
volunteers to help with food 
distribution activities.  If you 
would like to volunteer, please 
leave Pastor Jamie Sheppard a 
message at 803-450-6825.
9am-12pm

Mon., Thurs., Sat.
Virtual Class Dancing For Joy
Exercise should be fun! Dancing 
for Joy is a fun way to dance 
and move to the beat and gain 
coordination, muscle tone 
and cardio fitness. Classes are 
free. We ask that you support 
your local food bank or pay it 
forward in any way you wish.
Classes are virtual. To 
participate, email Elizabeth at 
egalaida@yahoo.com or text 
301-473-3418 to get the Zoom 
information. Zoom links and 
codes are emailed out prior to 
every class.
Mondays 3:45-4:50pm
Thursdays 9:15-10:30am
Saturdays 10:15-11:30am

First Sunday Monthly
GIFT: Growing In Faith 
Together! Grief and Loss 
Women’s Group.
An all-women’s small 
group offering support and 
encouragement after the loss 
of a loved one. First Baptist 
Church, Bldg. A Room 200 
(nook).
3-4pm

Wed., July 17
Annual Revival Services, 
Silver Spring Missionary 
Baptist Church
347 Woodrow Doby Road, 
Williston, SC
Rev. Raford W. Roundtree, Jr., 
pastor at Mt. Pleasant Missionary 
Baptist Church, Jackson, SC & 
Second Hopeful Missionary 
Baptist Church, Hephzibah, GA. 
7pm

Thurs., July 18
Let’s Talk Veterans 
Supporting Veterans
Topic: “Resources” with guest 
speakers Jean Brooks from South 
Carolina VA Pathfinders. 
34 Pechman St., Barnwell 
(Agricultural Building/Clemson 
Extention Building)
6pm

Fri., July 19
AARP Drivers Safety Course
Generations Unlimited, 11403 
Ellenton Street, Barnwell
To register call:  803 300-9488.
9am-1pm

Sat., July 20
Teens & Self-Esteem 
Summit 
Sponsored by Allendale County 

EventsEvents
Cooking Matters
Tues.,  July 16, 23
Bring along the whole family 
to enjoy a fun 6 week cooking 
class. This class teaches 
school-aged children and their 
parents or caregivers about 
healthy eating as a family and 
the importance of working 
together to plan and prepare 
healthy meals on a budget. 
In partnership with Snap-Ed 
Clemson University Learning 
Institute. Registration required 
call 803-259-3612 or stop 
by the front desk to register.   
4pm

STORY TIME
Thurs., July 18
Read, Rattle and Roll 
Storytime
Enjoy songs, stories, and 
sensory play for toddlers and 
preschoolers. Followed by 
free developmental screenings. 
In partnership with Help Me 
Grow S.C.

MyPlate
Wed.,  July 24
Bring along the whole family 
to learn about the five basic 
food groups and identify foods 
associated in each group. All 
while you enjoy a small food 
demonstration. In partnership 
with Snap-Ed Clemson 
University Learning Institute. 
Registration required call 803-
259-3612 or stop by the front 
desk to register. 
11am

Clerk of Court & Auditor’s Office 
in partnership with Allendale 
County Sheriff, Allendale Police 
Dept., & Fairfax PD. Allendale 
Courthouse Yard.
Ages 13 & up.
9-11am break-out sessions
11am-1pm picnic

Car & Bike Show/Adoption 
Event hosted by the Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter. Lion’s 
Club Park (next to Veterans Park) 
in Barnwell. Free food & fun. $25 
pitbull adoptions.
10am-2pm

Sun., July 21
Women’s Day Program
Hosted by Second Baptist 
Missionary Society. All women 
are invited. Guest speaker will 
be Elder Lillian Young from 
Rosemary Baptist Church of 
Williston. The theme is “A 
gracious woman retains honor.”

Tues.-Thurs, July 23-25
New Home Baptist Summer 
Revival
New Home Missionary Baptist 
Church of Red Oak Community, 
Barnwell
Tues., July 23, Rev. James 
Holiday & Bushy Pond Baptist, 
Norway.
Wed., July 24, Rev. Warren 
Butterfield & Gethsemane Baptist 
Church, Bamberg,
Thurs., July 25, Rev. Dr. Freddie 
L. Bush & Silver Spring & Thankful 
Baptist Churches, Williston.
All services start 7pm

Sat., July 27
3rd Annual Lowcountry 
LevelUP Summit & Blood 
Drive
Walterboro Wildlife Center
100 South Jefferies Blvd., 
Walterboro.
The Lowcountry’s premier 
back-to-school event for high 
school students, families & the 
community.info@lowcountry 
levelup.org. (All blood donors will 
receive $50 in rewards.)
Doors open at 10am

2024 Pears of Love Event
“A Rainbow Luncheon”
Hosted by the Ladies of Virtuous 
Essence (L.O.V.E.) of Second 
Baptist Church, Barnwell.
Tickets are $10 and only a 
limited number remain. Theme: 
“Working Wisely for the 
Kingdom” and speaker will 
be Minister Pearline Smith, 
Daughter of the House at SBC. 
The colors Pink and Blue are 
sold out, so hurry to get your 
tix... You do not want to miss 
this!! Luncheon begins 3pm

Tues., July 30
One Night Revival Service 
Springfield Missionary Baptist 
Church, Hwy 278 
Steven Butterfield, pastor of New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church will be 
the guest speaker. 
All are welcome to attend. 
7pm 

July 30-Aug. 1
Summer Revival
Rosemary Baptist Church
Barnwell
Tues., July 30, Pastor Lamont 
Boyd of Second Baptist, Barnwell
Wed., July 31, Rev. Tyriq Harley, 

Sudoku Puzzle Solution 
Puzzle on Page 6B

Barnwell Library EventsBarnwell Library Events
Bookend Painting
Mon., July 29
“END” Summer Reading 
with a bookend paint party. 
Paint a bookend with your 
favorite, character, super hero 
or book.  Bookends will be 
displayed throughout the library. 
10:30am

From Garden to Jar: 
Community Garden 
Field Trip and Pickling 
Demonstration
Tues., July 30
Family program
Join us for an interactive and 
educational exploration of 
the Veggie Cupboard Com-
munity Garden. Harvest fresh 
grown herbs and produce and 
Participate in a quick refrig-
erator method pickling activity 
showcasing how to preserve 
garden produce for later enjoy-
ment. We will be walking from 
the Library to the Community 
Garden for the event.  Registra-
tion required call 803-259-3612 
or stop by the front desk to 
register. 3:30pm

STEM for Kids
Wed., July 31 
Who knew learning could be 
fun? We did! Drop in and learn 
a thing or two. (5/29) make 
your own Pokéball levitating 
contraption, (6/26) make 
fireworks in a jar, and (7/31) 
create a catapult to launch 
your Pokéballs. Registration 
requested call 803-259-3612 
or stop by the front desk to 
register.  4pm

To promote your event, email the information 
to drichardson@thepeoplesentinel.com

or fax it to (803) 259-2703.

19420 Solomon Blatt Ave., 
Blackville

(803) 284-2295
Hours of Operation
Mon., Tues., Thurs.

10am-1pm
2pm-6pm

Blackville LibraryBlackville Library

Barnwell Co. Museum
9426 Marlboro Ave., 

Barnwell
Tues., Wed., Thurs.

Noon-4pm
Self-guided tours are 

offered
Register at the office

 building
(803) 259-1916

Blackville Museum
655 Main Street, Blackville
Open by appointment only 

until further notice. 
Please call (803) 284-3267 

to schedule a visit.

MUSEUMSMUSEUMS

5121 Springfield Rd.,
Williston

(803) 621-6000
Hours of Operation

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs.
10am-1pm
2pm-6pm

Local
Directory

Barnwell LibraryBarnwell Library

BARNWELLBARNWELL
SENIOR CENTERSENIOR CENTER

Mondays-Fridays Mondays-Fridays 
Gail Reyes Senior Center/\Gail Reyes Senior Center/\

Generations UnlimitedGenerations Unlimited
 (11403 Ellenton St., Barnwell) (11403 Ellenton St., Barnwell)

803-259-4599803-259-4599

Allendale LibraryAllendale Library

297 Main St., Allendale
(803) 584-2371

Hours of Operation
Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Sat.
10am-2pm

40 Burr St., Barnwell
(803) 259-3612

Hours of Operation
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.

10am-6pm
Thurs.

10am-7pm
Sat.

10am-2pm

Williston LibraryWilliston Library

BLACKVILLE BLACKVILLE 
SENIOR CENTERSENIOR CENTER

Mondays-Fridays Mondays-Fridays 
Golden Retreat Activity Center Golden Retreat Activity Center 
(59 Callahan Circle, Blackville)(59 Callahan Circle, Blackville)

803-219-7056803-219-7056
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VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

July 15-17 
Ashleigh Baptist Church

Highway 3, Blackville, SC
VBS Theme: Christmas In July. 

Supper will be provided.
6-7:30pm

July 15-19
Hilda First Baptist Church

145 Church Street, Hilda
“SCUBA ... diving into 
friendship with God”
Ages Toddlers to Teen

Supper each night.
6-8:30pm

July 15-19
Second Baptist Church 
181 Church St., Barnwell

Hosted by SBC’s Impact Youth 
Ministry.

Classes for all ages. 
“Leading Out Loud” is the 

theme.
Refreshments will be served.

6-8pm

associate minister of Bethany 
Baptist, Blackville
Thurs., Aug. 1, Rev. Tyriq Harley, 
associate minister of Bethany 
Baptist, Blackville
7pm nightly

Sat., Aug. 3
Back to School
Lunch to Go 
Sponsored by the Town of Kline.
Open to the public.
12noon-3pm

Tues., Aug. 6
National Night Out 
Take a Stand Against Crime 
Together
Veteran’s Memorial Park in 
Barnwell. 
4-7pm

Thurs., Aug. 15
Registration deadline for 
Entrepreneur Day 4
Kids Pop-up Market
Kids pop-up market Vendor 
application form: 
https://form.jotform. (See event 
information below.)

Wed., Sept. 14
Cultivating Light in the 
Darkness Walk 
Sponsored by the Aiken-Barnwell 
Recovery Foundation. A walk 
to bring awareness to suicide 
prevention and support the 
Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health 
Center. Veterans Memorial Park, 
Barnwell.  
10am

Sat., Sept. 21
Entrepreneur Day 4 
Kids Pop-up Market

The People-Sentinel • 803-259-3501
22 Burr Street, Barnwell

Fuller Park in Barnwell.
Children 16 & younger will 
have an opportunity to set up 
booths to sell crafts, jewelry, 

artwork, baked goods, home 
decor, and other fun products. 
($25 booth fee). Vendor 
application form: 
https://form.jotform.
11am-2pm

Sat., Sept. 28
Law Enforcement Expo 
Barnwell Regional Airport
155 Airport Rd., Barnwell.
Fun for the whole family. Fun 
activities for kids. Variety of 
law enforcement agencies and 
BSCO community partners.
Contact Lt. Eric Kirkland, 803-
300-9992.  10am-2pm
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Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against 
the following estates MUST file their 
c laims on FORM #371ES with the 
Probate Court of Barnwell County, the 
address of which is 141 Main Street 
#108, Barnwell, S.C. 29812, within eight 
(8) months after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice to Creditors or 
within one (1) year from date of death, 
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et 
seq.), or such persons shall be forever 
barred as to their claims. All claims 
are required to be presented in written 
statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name 
and address of the claimant, the basis 
of the claim, the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will become due, 
the nature of any uncertainty as to the 
claim, and a description of any security 
as to the claim.
Estate: Kimberly Elkins Brock
Date of Death: May 25, 2024
Case Number: 2024 ES 06 00116
Personal Representative: 
Jimmy O. Elkins 
Address: 628 Edisto Church Road, 
Williston, S.C. 29853
2024-118 3tp 7-17-24

Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate Court 

NOTICES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET – Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Channels included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
237-9741

DIRECTV Sports Pack. 3 Months on 
Us! Watch pro and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and specialty 
networks included. NFL, College Foot-
ball, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more. 
Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-624-1107

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-877-542-0759

TV & INTERNET SERVICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your do-
nation helps fund the search for missing 
children. Accepting Trucks, Motorcycles & 
RV’s , too! Fast Free Pickup – Running or 
Not – 24 Hour Response – Maximum Tax 
Donation – Call (888) 515-3810

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-900-1261

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
833-230-8692

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-397-7030 www.dental50plus.
com/60 #6258

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-877-852-0368

NOTICES
LEGALS

of Allendale County, the address of which 
is 292 Barnwell Highway, Allendale, S.C. 
29810, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.
Estate: Barbara D. Green
Date of Death: May 3, 2024
Case Number: 2024 ES 03 00053
Personal Representative: 
William H. Green
Address: 812 West Bay Street, Allendale, 
S.C. 29810
2024-119 3tp 7-17-24

Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against 
the following estates MUST file their 
c laims on FORM #371ES with the 
Probate Court of Barnwell County, the 
address of which is 141 Main Street 
#108, Barnwell, S.C. 29812, within eight 
(8) months after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice to Creditors or 
within one (1) year from date of death, 
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et 
seq.), or such persons shall be forever 
barred as to their claims. All claims 
are required to be presented in written 
statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name 
and address of the claimant, the basis 
of the claim, the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will become due, 
the nature of any uncertainty as to the 
claim, and a description of any security 
as to the claim.
Estate: Donald Edward Odom
Date of Death: February 25, 2024
Case Number: 2024 ES 06 00121
Personal Representative: 
Jacqueline A. Odom 
Address: 1936 St. Paul Road, Barnwell, 
S.C. 29812
2024-120 3tp 7-17-24

Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate Court 
of Allendale County, the address of which 
is 292 Barnwell Highway, Allendale, S.C. 
29810, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.
Estate: Harry E. Jones Jr. 
Date of Death: February 25, 2024
Case Number: 2024 ES 03 00054
Personal Representative: Rosa Fullington
Address: 637 Ashe Road, Allendale, 
S.C. 29810
2024-121 3tp 7-17-24

Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate Court 
of Allendale County, the address of which 
is 292 Barnwell Highway, Allendale, S.C. 
29810, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.
Estate: George Martin Harter 
Date of Death: May 17, 2024
Case Number: 2024 ES 03 00045
Personal Representative: 

Stephen M. Harter
Address: P.O. Box 34, Williams, S.C. 
29493
2024-122 3tp 7-17-24

Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against the 
following estates MUST file their claims 
on FORM #371ES with the Probate Court 
of Barnwell County, the address of which 
is 141 Main Street #108, Barnwell, S.C. 
29812, within eight (8) months after the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within one (1) year from 
date of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 
62-3-801, et seq.), or such persons shall 
be forever barred as to their claims. All 
claims are required to be presented in 
written statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name and 
address of the claimant, the basis of the 
claim, the amount claimed, the date when 
the claim will become due, the nature of 
any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.
Estate: Patt Michael Abbott
Date of Death: May 21, 2024
Case Number: 2024 ES 06 00117
Personal Representative: Donnie L. 
Abbott Sr.
Address: 285 Gardner Road, Blackville, 
S.C. 29817
Co-Personal Representative: 
Jacqueline F. Busbee
Address: Post Office Box 596, 
Wagener, S.C. 29164
2024-123 3tp 7-24-24

Notice to Creditors of Estates
All persons having claims against 
the following estates MUST file their 
c laims on FORM #371ES with the 
Probate Court of Barnwell County, the 
address of which is 141 Main Street 
#108, Barnwell, S.C. 29812, within eight 
(8) months after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice to Creditors or 
within one (1) year from date of death, 
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et 
seq.), or such persons shall be forever 
barred as to their claims. All claims 
are required to be presented in written 
statements on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicating the name 
and address of the claimant, the basis 
of the claim, the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will become due, 
the nature of any uncertainty as to the 

AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in 80 
S.C. newspapers for only $375. Your 
25-word classified ad will reach more 
than 1.5 million readers.  Call Randall 
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper Network, 
1-888-727-7377.

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power outages with Briggs 
& Stratton PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators – the most powerful home 
standby generators available. Industry-
leading comprehensive warranty of 7 
years ($849 value.) Proudly made in 
the U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
212-3281.

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-775-
0366 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 9/30/24.) Call 1-877-582-0113

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-875-2449. 

Contact Randall SavelyContact Randall Savely
  803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com 803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com South Carolina

Newspaper Network

PLACE YOUR AD IN MORE THAN 
80 SC NEWSPAPERS

Reach up to 1.5 million readers 
using our small space ad network!

Statewide and regional options available

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER JOBS in 
80 S.C. newspapers for only $375. Your 
25-word classified ad will reach more 
than 1.5 million readers.  Call Randall 
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper Network, 
1-888-727-7377.

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION PROP-
ERTY FOR RENT OR SALE to more 
than 1.5 million S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will appear in 
80 S.C. newspapers for only $375. Call 
Randall Savely at the South Carolina 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-727-7377.

VACATION RENTALS

WE ARE
HIRING

FIRST GRADE

SECOND GRADE

UPPER SCHOOL SCIENCE

UPPER SCHOOL MATH

SUBSTITUTES

2024-2025 JOB POSITIONS :

EMAIL YOUR RESUME OR COME FILL OUT AN APPLICATION

cjackson@jda.info

Small Private School
Christian Environment

4 days a week

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
The Allendale-Barnwell Counties Disabilities and Special Needs Board is 
seeking a proven leader to direct a wide range of services and supports for 
people who have intellectual disabilities and autism. A bachelor’s degree 
(master’s degree preferred) from an accredited college or university in a 
human services field of study and at least seven (7) years of progressive 
promotional experience, with three (3) years of experience working with 
people who have disabilities and at least one (1) year experience in 
supervision/administration. Strong programmatic, managerial, and financial 
skills are a must. Competitive salary based on experience. Relocation 
required with a generous package available.   

Send letter of interest and resume by November 1, 2024, to:  
Delonta Williams, Human Resources 

Allendale-Barnwell Counties Disabilities & Special Needs Board 
P.O. Box 556 

Barnwell, SC 29812  
Or email with the subject line: Executive Director to:  

humanresources@barnwellsc.com  
ABCDSNB is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

I BUY HOUSES 
AND MOBILE HOMES 

WITH LAND
Any condition · Anywhere 

(704) 285-0452

LEGALS

LEGALS

BOOKKEEPER/FINANCE MANAGER 
 

The People-Sentinel, your hometown newspaper since 1852, is seeking an 
experienced bookkeeper to handle its finances, payroll, and other duties. 
The ideal candidate should be organized, manage his/her time well, and be 
a team player. Experience with QuickBooks is preferred. Accounting 
experience is beneficial but not required.  
 
Key Duties Include:  

• New Hire Intake: Prepare new hire packets, set up new hires in 
QuickBooks, report new hires to feds and state 

• AP/AR: Set up new vendors and customers; post all invoices; pay 
vendors; process all incoming cash, check and credit card payments and 
then record all in QuickBooks 

• Payroll: Maintain employee records; Keep QuickBooks payroll 
updated; Enter timesheets; Process payroll bi-weekly and cut checks 

• Taxes: Pay and document taxes; File quarterly and annual reports with 
Federal, State, and Unemployment Insurance 

• Rack Sales: Create customer invoices from store newspaper sales; run 
report and reconcile with cash received; deposit cash at bank and record 
deposit in QuickBooks 

• Bank Deposits: Responsible for all bank deposits 
• Reports: Run various QuickBooks reports for the publisher on a 

weekly, monthly and quarterly basis 

This is a part-time position with the potential to become full-time. 
Salary is dependent upon experience, skills, and qualifications. 

Interested applicants should email their resume and references to 
publisher Jonathan Vickery at jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com. 
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Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Gordon, my goat, loved collard greens.
He even liked green lima beans.
He munched green apples and drank green tea.
And ate green grapes by the big oak tree.

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

With your child look at a
picture in the newspaper.
Ask your child to tell you
what is happening in the
picture. Ask questions

like: “Who is in the
picture?” “What are they

doing?”  Write your
child’s story on a piece of
paper and read it together.

 With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
 that start with the same
sound as the letter G in

goat.

Point to the number
4 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

The classified ad section
of the newspaper is a great

place to get
practice cutting with

scissors. Have your child
cut the columns of ads into
long strips. Roll up the

strips to make links for a
long newspaper chain.

Newspaper ChainsPicture StoriesFour Legs or Two?Math PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

G is for Goat
g is for goat
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter G. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

On one page of the
newspaper search for an
uppercase letter G and a
lowercase letter g. Draw
a line to connect the two.

Can you find more
uppercase and lowercase

G-g pairs?

Big G, Little g
Look through the

newspaper to see if
you and your child

can find at least four
things that are green.

Find the Green!
With your child, look

through the newspaper
and find pictures of

animals. Circle animals
with four legs in green.
Draw a red ring around
animals with two legs.

How many           ?

How many          ?

golf clubs

grocery bags

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the G sound like the word
goat?

Color each
uppercase letter G
purple.

Color every
lowercase letter g
green.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date
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SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Stay informed about your community 

by subscribing to the newspaper. 
Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.

FAMILY FEATURES 

Jam-packed calendars and little spare time 
at home can make heads spin. When those 
hectic weeknights are giving your family 
fits, turn to delicious recipes you can have 

ready in 30 minutes or less.
Start with kitchen staples like chicken and rice 

– they’re easy to prepare and versatile enough to 
let you cook a variety of meals without feeling 
like you’re stuck in a dinner rut. For example, 
these Air-Fryer Bang Bang Chicken Tenders 
with Rice offer a kid-friendly take on bang bang 
chicken that’s both sweet and spicy.

This air-fryer favorite requires just half an 
hour in the kitchen and calls on the quality and 
convenience of Success Boil-in-Bag Jasmine 
Rice to make busy weeknights a breeze. In 

just 10 minutes, the aromatic rice cooks up 
soft and fluffy with a uniquely delicious flavor 
that’s naturally gluten free, Non-GMO Project 
Verified and free of MSG and preservatives. 

For a real escape from the everyday hustle 
and bustle, invite island flavors to dinner with 
this simple yet satisfying Grilled Hawaiian 
Chicken and Coconut Rice. Remember, high 
quality doesn’t have to be high maintenance.

Ready in 10 minutes, Success Boil-in-Bag 
Basmati Rice is a quick, easy and mess-free 
option that is guaranteed to always cook right. 
It’s an appetizing addition to this tropic-
inspired meal that can help you tackle hectic 
schedules without sacrificing flavor.

Find more ways to solve dinnertime dilemmas 
at SuccessRice.com.

Tasty Recipes to Combat the Hustle and Bustle

Family-friendly meals ready in 30 minutes or lessFamily-friendly meals ready in 30 minutes or less

Air-Fryer Bang Bang 
Chicken Tenders with Rice
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 4

 1  pound chicken tenders
 1/2  cup sweet chili sauce, divided
 1/4  cup sriracha hot sauce,  
   divided
 2  tablespoons sesame oil
 1  bag Success Jasmine Rice
 1/2  cup mayonnaise
 1  bag (12 ounces) coleslaw mix
 1/2  English cucumber, thinly  
   sliced
  toasted sesame seeds, for  
   garnish (optional)
  green onions, for  
   garnish (optional)

Toss chicken tenders with 2 table-
spoons sweet chili sauce and  
1 tablespoon sriracha. Drizzle with 
sesame oil.

Preheat air-fryer to 400 F. In two 
batches, without overfilling basket, 
air fry chicken tenders, turning 
basket halfway during cook time, 
10-12 minutes, or until chicken is 
golden brown and cooked through.

Prepare rice according to package 
directions. Stir mayonnaise with 
remaining sweet chili sauce and 
sriracha until blended. In large bowl, 
toss coleslaw mix with 1/4 cup bang 
bang mayo sauce.

Divide rice among four bowls. 
Top with chicken, coleslaw mix and 
cucumber. Drizzle with remaining 
bang bang mayo sauce.

Garnish with toasted sesame 
seeds and green onions, if desired.

Grilled Hawaiian Chicken and 
Coconut Rice
Prep time: 5 minutes, plus 4 hours for 
marinating
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 4

 4  chicken breasts, skinless  
   and boneless
 1/2  cup soy sauce
 1/2  cup water
 1/2  teaspoon sesame oil
 1/2  cup brown sugar
 1  garlic clove, minced
 1/4  cup white onion, chopped
 1  bag Success Basmati Rice
 2  cups coconut milk
 4  pineapple rings
 1/4  cup unsweetened coconut, shredded
In 1-gallon bag, combine chicken with 
soy sauce, water, sesame oil, brown sugar, 
garlic and onion. Marinate in refrigerator 
about 4 hours.

Heat grill to medium heat. 
Prepare rice according to package dir-

ections, replacing 2 cups water with co-
conut milk.

Once finished marinating, remove chicken 
and pat dry. Grill about 7 minutes per side, 
or until internal temperature reaches 165 F.

Pat pineapple rings dry and grill about  
1 minute per side.

Mix shredded coconut with rice. Place 
pineapples on top of chicken and serve 
with rice.
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Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Standards Link: Students recognize similarities and differences.

Standards Link: Health: Recognize personal characteristics that contribute to self-esteem.

Wishes made on stars may not 
always come true. But when you 
look at what you do every day, 
you’ll find that you are a star who 
can be depended upon.

Fill in this calendar to show 
your weekly responsibilities. 
The idea stars at right can help. 

This week’s Kid Scoop page stars the one and only 
YOU! Complete the page and then hang it in your 
room so that you can remind yourself every day of 
how wonderful you are!

When You Depend 
Upon a Star

Look through 
the newspaper 
for adjectives 
that describe 
you. Paste 
them under 
your name 
on the sign.

The 
Amazing 

ME!For many decades, famous movie stars have 
put their handprints and footprints in wet 
cement in front of Hollywood’s Chinese 
Theater in California. After the cement dries, 
the prints are left for visitors to see.

Wait! Who got in the wet cement? Match 
these prints to the silly star wannabes.

Step Into Stardom

Look through the 
newspaper for 

words that start with 
each letter in your 

name. Use the 
words to write a 

poem about YOU! 
Start each line of 
the poem with a 

letter in your name. 
Example:

Before 
and After

Standards Link: Follow 
simple written directions.

WEDNESDAYTUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYMONDAYSUNDAY

Make my 
bed.

Get to 
school on 

time.

Take 
out the 

trash.Clean my room.

Bring 
in the 
mail.Walk 

the 
dog.

Pay 
attention 

in class.
Set the table.

Trace one of your hands on a piece of paper. Cut it out and 
ask friends and family to write something on the hand that 
says what’s special about YOU! Paste it on this page.

Give Yourself a Hand!

Cut out letters from 

today’s newspaper 

to spell your name 

on the theater sign.

Your Name 
in Lights!

Paste a photograph or drawing 
of yourself in this star.

You’re the Star!

How many stars can you �nd 
on this page in two minutes? 
Have a friend try. Who found 

the most stars?

Work with a family member to make a list 
of nice things you do to help others over 

the next week. If you run out of lines to �ll 
in, that’s awesome!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Celebrity Close-Up
You’re a celebrity! You are 

writing your autobiography for 
Celebrity magazine. Tell all 

about how you became famous.
Standards Link: Write descriptively using 

main idea and supporting details.

The adjective famous means 
something or someone who 

is very well-known.

FAMOUS

Try to use the word famous 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Walt Disney became 
famous after the creation 

of Mickey Mouse.

This week’s word:

Look through the newspaper for pictures 
and words that tell about you and your life. 
Use the words and pictures to make a book 
all about YOU!
Standards Link: Health: Students participate in activities that 
promote self-confidence and self-esteem.

The STAR Story

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

CALENDAR
CEMENT
HAND
HELP
HOLLYWOOD
IDEA
MOVIE
POEM
PRINT
SIGN
SPELL
STAR
THEATER
WAIT
WISHES

H
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 M
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Y
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D

W

Z

I

A

H

T
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P
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Standards Link: Health: Recognize personal characteristics that contribute to self-esteem.

My age

My 
favorite 

sport

My 
favorite 

color

My 
favorite 
thing to 

readMy 
favorite
movie

Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.
Blackville: (803) 284-3001
Williston: (803) 266-7722
Wagener: (803) 564-5012

www.russellspizzasc.com

Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.
Blackville: 
Williston:
Wagener: 

www.russellspizzasc.com

Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.

Thanks for 26 yearsThanks for 26 years
of support!of support!
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