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Deadline set for Red Oak Fire Dept.

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

The Red Oak Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was merged with Snelling Volun-
teer Fire Department in December 2022
after the county became aware none of
the members were certified.

On January 31, the county Health
and Safety Committee met to discuss
the next steps volunteers must take to
become a stand alone department again.

“We’ve got several classes scheduled
in Barnwell County for them to take,”
said Wesley Gatlin, Barnwell County
Fire Coordinator.

“None of them have had physicals. I gave all of them
the paper to take to their doctor to get a physical, and

I haven't gotten the first one back yet."

- Barnwell County Fire Coordinator Wesley Gatlin
on the Red Oak Fire Department

Gatlin arranged for an Emergency
Vehicle Driver Training class to be of-
fered from February 6 to February 26,
a Hazmat Operations class in March,
and a Firefighter I course set for early
April or May.

Before volunteer firefighters can take
the Hazmat Operations course, they
must complete the prerequisite online

training.

“They’ve got to take Hazmat Aware-
ness, which is an online class. They can
take it anytime, I told them about it two
months ago and none of them took it,”
said Gatlin of the Red Oak volunteers.

Gatlin is able to check the progress
of these courses or see who has reg-
istered via the Fire Portal operated by

the South Carolina Division of Fire and
Life Safety.

Another requirement of volunteer
firefighters set by the National Fire Pro-
tection Association (NFPA) is having an
annual physical examination performed
by a certified medical examiner. This is
detailed in NFPA standard 1582.

“None of them have had physicals,”
said Gatlin. “I gave all of them the
paper to take to their doctor to get a
physical, and I haven't gotten the first
one back yet.”

“Every year, we actually do two dif-
ferent sessions. We get North Green-
ville Fitness to come down and do our

See FIREFIGHTERS, 11A

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher
juickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

urders abound as the circus
comes to town for Circle
Theatre’s new play, a co-

medic whodunit called “Clown Car”.

Marion Young, a veteran of the
Circle Theatre stage, is making his
directorial debut. As he searched for
a light-hearted, fun play, “Clown
Car” jumped out to him as something
the community would connect with.
He also knew he could find the right
actors from Barnwell County’s tal-
ent pool.

“It’s a wholesome show for the
whole family to watch and enjoy. It
checks all the boxes for what I think
our audience comes to see. Loads of
laughs? Check. A clever whodunit
mystery? Check. The chance to see
your friends dressed like a clown on
stage? Big check! So come on down to
Circle Theatre, where the circus is in
town and murders abound. Step right
up and we'll send in the clowns!” said
Young.

The play, which opens Friday, Feb.
17, centers around eight clowns get-
ting into a clown car but only seven
getting out.

“It's up to our two detectives to

v 'll_""f e
The cast of Circle Theatre's production of "Clown Car" includes (from left): Jeff Miller, Dan Anderson, Virginia Nettles, Lyn
Palm, Donna Creech, Jacob Sanders, and Rachel Hair. The play opens Friday, Feb. 17.

Whodunit hrings laughs,
clowns to Circle Theatre

figure out who murdered Bubbles the
Clown without letting the suspects
drive them completely out of their
minds,” said Young.

The first-time director said he
couldn’t have asked for a better cast
to bring these funny characters to life.

“They have put in the hard work of
learning their lines and knowing the
characters to bring them life, to the
point that once they are in costume
they can’t even be recognized. Off
stage they put in the work helping
each other with lines, building props
and set, and especially words of
encouragement to get through long
rehearsals. Theatre, like with most
things, is a team sport and when we
don’t work together things can fall
apart but with this team I know that
won’t be an issue.

The experience has also been a fun
one for the cast, who are excited to |
return to the stage.

“For me, this is more than a perfor-
mance. It’s an opportunity to make
people laugh. Even during rehears-
als, we sometimes burst into laughter
from our antics. Playing a clown gives
me an excuse to deliver an over-the-
top performance and try new things to
entertain people,” said Jacob Sanders,
who plays two clowns.

See CLOWNS, 11A

Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

A Murder y:ury ::u—#
by Mark Kenneally

L
Luirmec b By 1‘;
|

IF YOU GO

WHAT: “Clown Car" play
WHEN: Feb. 17, 18, 24 & 25 at
7 p.m.; Feb. 19 & 26 at 3 p.m.
WHERE: Circle Theatre
(825 Academy St., Barnwell)
COST: $15 in advance, $20
at the door

Leaders shift
at Barnwell
District 45

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher
juickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell School District 45 has made
some mid-year administrative changes.

The promotion of Guinyard-Butler
Middle School’s (GBMS) principal to a
district-level job is leading to a series
of other changes. All transitions were
official as of Monday, February 6.

“Our district is so fortunate to have
so many wonderful administrators and
aspiring administrators preparing for
future leadership positions. As recent
moves happened, it necessitated other
moves within the district. It is the
dedication and commitment of these
amazing administrators that make us
able to adjust during the year to provide
even greater opportunities across the
district. We have no doubt each of these
individuals will be dynamic in their
new roles,” said Superintendent Dr.
Crissie Stapleton.

Guinyard-Butler Middle School

GBMS Principal
Mike Beasley has
moved to a new
district-level
position as Director
of Operations.

Since coming to
GBMS at the start of
the 2022-23 school
year, Beasley
has also served
as the district’s
energy auditor
and facilities
project manager.
These roles will be
expanding with the recent approval
of several large facility projects
scheduled to begin immediately, as
well as projects the district continues to
implement. Timing is now right to fill
this position, which was previously left
open while the district waited for the
commencement of these large projects.

“In addition to facilities and energy
auditing, Beasley will also have
oversight of the district’s grounds and
building maintenance, transportation
program, alternative program, safety,
and truancy,” said Stapleton.

This is Beasley’s 26th year in
education, including his fifth at District
45. He previously worked 21 years
at Blackville-Hilda Public Schools,
including as Blackville-Hilda High
principal and athletic director. He

Mike Beasley is

now Director of

Operations for
Barnwell District 45.

See LEADERS, 2A
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Museum hosting Black History Month event Feb. 19

Dr. Walter Curry will be
the guest speaker at the
Barnwell County Museum's
Black History Month
program on Feb. 19.

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

The Barnwell County
Museum is inviting the
community to their first
Black History Month
program in three years
due to limitations of the
COVID pandemic.

On Sunday, February
19 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
doors will be open to the
Effie Mae Fuller Building
located adjacent to the
museum.

“We're hoping that we

will be able to see peo-
ple coming in the door
again,” said Barbara Har-
ber, director and acting
curator of the Barnwell
County Museum.

Guests are welcome
to enjoy refreshments,
hear the insights of guest
speaker Dr. Walter Curry,
and visit the displays lo-
cated in the lower level of
the museum.

“l have numerous
items all over the bottom
floor of the museum on
Black History Month,
anything to do with mili-
tary, teachers, schools,

anything that has to do
with Black history in
Barnwell County,” said
Harber.

Guest speaker and
Orangeburg native, Dr.
Curry, will be sharing
highlights from his recent
book, “The Awakening:
The Seawright-Ellison
Family Saga, Vol 1, A
Narrative History,” and
first book, “The Thomp-
son Family: Untold Sto-
ries from the Past.”

Dr. Curry’s publica-
tions tell the sagas of
notable relatives and
enslaved ancestors in

Aiken, Orangeburg, and
Richland counties.

“This book provides
thoughtful insight on
how family stories of
hard life in servitude
as slaves to achieving
personal successes, per-
sonal/civic responsibil-
ity, sacrifice, ultimate
freedom, overcoming
adversity, and redemp-
tion gives us all a greater
appreciation of how the
past helps shape our nar-
rative today,” states The
Independent Author Net-
work.

Harber, alongside mu-

seum office manager Vir-
ginia Geter and board
of directors chairman
Milton Harden, made
efforts in prior years to
bring Dr. Curry to share
his writings but an event
never came to fruition
due to the fluctuation of
COVID numbers.

“I've never heard Dr.
Curry speak myself, but
I've had several people
reach out and say that he
was an excellent speak-
er,” said Harber.

The public is encour-
aged to attend the event
and visit the museum.

SRNS establishes location
to destroy outdated media

Tyler Gleaton
of Barnwell,
SRNS property
specialist, loads
discs into the
LM-1 Degausser,
which destroys
all data stored on
electronic media
by removing its
magnetism.

Contributed
Savannah River Site

hrough collabora-
tive efforts between
SRNS employees of Sup-
ply Chain Management
(SCM), Chief Informa-
tion Officer (CIO) and
Information Services and
Cyber Security, a central-
ized location for physical
destruction of classified
and unclassified media
has now been established
in building 731-2N.
Historically, concerns
have arisen regarding
long-term storage of elec-
tronic media at SRS. Over
the past several years,

a significant backlog of
obsolete media has accu-
mulated, including: hard
drives, thumb drives, CD/
DVD/floppy disks, circuit
boards, VHS tapes and
more without a defined
disposition path.

Securely destroying
outdated media sources
is a necessary practice to
ensure the protection of
confidential information
and avoid potential dam-
ages that could be caused
by data breaches.

This media destruction
location is now avail-
able to personnel across
the Site and is staffed by
SRNS Property Manage-
ment, who will assume

responsibility for media
collection, storage and
disposition.

“The successful comple-
tion of this long-needed
project was a direct result
of applying what I call
the Keys (C’s) to Success:
communication, collabo-
ration, cooperation and
commitment in an always

changing environment,”
said Ron Bielewicz, SCM
Program Support Man-
ager, who led the cross-
functional project team.
“Because of the project
team’s efforts, we are now
able to meet customer
expectations while being
good stewards of govern-
ment resources.”

LEADERS: District 45 shifts administrators

was assistant principal
at Barnwell High prior to
moving to GBMS.

Henrietta
Williams,
an educator
with 30
years of
experience,
has moved
into the
principal
position.

She was
assistant
principal of
GBMS during the first half
of the 2022-2023 school
year. She is in her seventh
year amongst the staff at
the middle school, but
previously worked as
an English language arts
teacher in Barnwell and
Williston.

“Williams has a strong
passion for helping
students be successful
and assisting staff
in providing the best
possible environment
for the district’s middle
school students.
Her dedication and
commitment to making
GBMS its best has shone
throughout her time as a
teacher leader and now
as an administrator,” said

Henrietta
Williams is
the principal
of GBMS.

Stapleton.
Beasley described
Williams as “an

outstanding leader who
will continue to work with
our families, students,
and staff to ensure
Guinyard-Butler Middle
School is an inviting and
supportive place to learn,
as well as fostering a
learning environment
that enhances students'
physical and emotional

well-being and ensures
that our district’s mission
and core values are
achieved.”

He also expressed in
a letter to families on
January 23 that Williams
embodies the vision,
“Where hearts are big
and opportunities are
great.”

Barnwell High School

The district has also
filled the assistant
principal’s position at
Barnwell High School
(BHS) that was vacated
by Beasley’s move to
GBMS last summer.

|

Derek Youngblood (left) is

interim assistant principal at

GBMS while Jared Thrasher

(right) is assistant principal
at BHS.

BHS Athletic Director
Derek Youngblood filled
in as interim assistant
principal during the first
semester of the 2022-
23 school year until the
position was ready to
be filled permanently.
Jared Thrasher has
transferred to BHS to take
this position full-time
after serving the past
three years as assistant
principal at Barnwell
Elementary School (BES).

“While this role is
new, being at the high
school is not, as Thrasher
served as a high school
teacher at BHS for five

FROM PAGE 1A

years prior to moving
into administration at the
elementary school,” said
Stapleton.

Youngblood will now
serve as interim assistant
principal at GBMS for the
remainder of the 2022-
23 school year, while
continuing to fill his
duties as the district’s
athletic director.

Barnwell Elementary

Thrasher’s move to
BHS left the BES assistant
principal’s position
vacant.

“The elementary
school had previously
interviewed candidates
for the assistant principal
position and was able to
hire a strong candidate
to serve in this role,” said
Stapleton.

Mark Carson will
begin serving as interim
assistant
principal
at BES. He
is familiar
with BES,
where he
served as a
classroom

teacher for Mark Carson
three years is interim
before assistant
moving to principal at
Barnwell BES.

Primary
School for the past two
years.

“Having experience
at multiple grade levels
will be an asset for
Carson as he steps into
this new role, as well as
the many certifications
and trainings he has
completed as an aspiring
administrator,” Stapleton
said.

Corder’s Creative Corner: Gothic love poems

David B. Corder
Contributing Writer

I still wanted to keep
with the theme of romance
with this week’s article
since we're still in the midst
of the Valentine season.

However, love is not all
hearts and bliss. Love is
hard, and sometimes, it
can be tragic. In fact, trag-
ic love often makes great
fodder for the best poems.

So, in keeping with the
theme of Valentine’s Day,
as well as the hard reality
that sometimes overshad-
ows love, I present these
darker poems, but I hope
you will not shy away from
their truth and beauty.

One More Life to Live
Wike

Gloom has come to
blanket

The cheerless angels of
stone

That stand as sentries

In this wasteland of
bones.

See
A garland of black roses
Rests on your grave.

This is where I kneel
And whisper your name.

Despair

If I but had one more life
to live

I'would bury this Re-
quiem of love

To cleanse and purge

The memory of blood.

Sarah Fair

Sarah Fair, Sarah Fair

Where can you be?

Are you in the green
grove

Where we kissed

At the age of fifteen?

When the blue of your
eye

Entranced my heart

When my fingers

Toyed with your hair

Locks long and dark.

Sarah Fair, Sarah Fair

Where can you be?

Are you at the church

Where we wed

At the age of twenty-
three?

While the spring air

Whispered promises of
bliss

Where we sealed our vows

With a gentle kiss.

Sarah Fair, Sarah Fair

Where have you gone?

It's been fifty years

Since I've heard your
song.

You died near the church

Your fairness untouched.

Your heart was so weak

The wedding bells
hushed.

Sarah Fair, Sarah Fair
Where have you gone?
Are you in Heaven
Where all angels belong?

By your grave I rest my
head

And hope for sweeter
dreams

Where you and I are
together

Under the stars that
beam.

If youd like to learn more
about David, visit his web-
site at cordersbookcorner.
blogspot.com. There you can
read short stories and other
articles as well as sign up for
his monthly newsletter to re-
ceive writing updates, exclu-
sive snippets of current proj-
ects, and more! Email him at
dbcorderwriter@gmail.com.
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Homemakers Column

Healthful snacks for every day
and Super Bowl Sunday

Christine
Patrick

Comnly
Exlension Apenl

Are vou one ol the millions ol
Armericans who nmde o Mew Year's
resclitiom e adopl. a healilner lile-
stvle and lose weipht? Then you
mst develop a came plan tor snack-
inp on Super Bow] Sunday. A typi-
cal parly menu includes boor, soll
drinks, sandwiches. plas, wings,
polato chips, nachos and choecse
s, ot salad, and other ooy
liveuls.

Whether you re hossting o purly or
preparcing food to take to someone
clse™s party, choose snacks that are
minimally processed, high in fiber,
and low in Gl and added sugrars. This
meludes lruils, vegetables, whole
orains, lean proleins (oo while
breust el ol powliry withot skin,
beans, uncd sealieul], and la-lres
or Towe-TaL ik and denry prodoets.

Small plates arc a mealtime tra-
cition among many Mediterrancan
countrics, where a heart-healthy
caling plan consisls primarily of
jalant-based lyods (lnails, vomeiables,
whirle wrmins, heans, nuls, seeds,
Terhes, umiad spices], and olive il and
vy oil replace huder, nareamne,
and other unhcalthy facs.

Llere are some advantages to
cownsizing trom a dinner plate to
a salad plate al partics and ballels.

= Yo can eal less and save aboul
bl e ealorics.

= A smiall plate lowdes Tudl s von
dem ™. Tl chested.

* 1L emcouruyes orliom comiml.
Yo take smaller portions and cat
only the foods o like.

= Yo can clean your plate and feel
saliglicd wilthoul overcaling.

Eal slowly and take (ime o cnjoy
the taste and wxiores of [oods, Pay
itemiticm T hures yann lel. Instead ol
wmindlessly enting hundreds—even
thepsamds— e calinies while watch-
inp the foothall pame, nse bunger
and fullpess eues to recopnize when
vou v bad cnough, Before going
bick [or seeonds. waill 20 minules
lor wour food w “selle.™ In akes that
longr Lor vour stemach w el vour
brain that youcne Tull,

Altharugh 11 seems messy and
LAl ATE, von ey st 1o Tl
cmpty beverage containers, chicken
hones, ooz, accumulate on the table to
remind you of bow much you have

vompstnied. Researchers al. Comnel]
[Iniversily noted thal peaple nizhi.
cat and drink mach more when there
ans o visual ¢lues about bowr much
they have consumed. Rescarchers
also obgerved thal people lake less
Liod lrom 4 smaller bowl.

Here are zome snacks thal vou can
malke oy whead ol tme and siore
vorvered i The relmgeraim:

[ips & Frosh Vegpic Plales

Choose six or seven tresh vep-
ctables and two low-fat dips. Seree
them on a varicty of small dishes
pliced around the room 1o generile
inleresl and cocourame pooale o cal
more of them
Chips & Homemeade Salsa

1w are going e serve chips,
chiane huked, whole-grom, or it
chips. Ofter the chips with salsa so
that more vepetables will be caten.
You can make a quick homemade
salsa by blending no-sall-added
camned lomatocs with a litlle ot
pepper sauce. This salsa also s de-
Ticions wath lesh vegsies or warm
rolled comm lortillas.

Baked Tortilla Chips

lin savee money, maks vour baloed
chips. Cut flour or corn totillas
nto quarters. Mist with water or
cooking spravs and sprinkle with
the seasoning of vour choiee (e
papriks, onion pessder, of cuminb.
Tke tortilla wedees ina sangle laver
am & haking pan ac 330 41 e abol.
15 e or il ersp. Remove
feom oven and allow to cool. lnjoy
with wour favorios salsa or bean dip.
Boncless Wings

Baked. boneless chicken breast
sips dre 4 heallhior allemaive o
chicken wings . Make vour honcless
winigs by dredging chicken sinpes in
huterrmlk ¢ fal-lree] md hol sauee 1
lasie, Conl chicken stoips imeowhile-
wheat flour, towhich a small amoant
of cornmeal has been added. ake
in the oven mstead of rying. Scrve
will fal-Iree barbesus sauee.
Shrimp Coclatail

Chill cooked shrimp and serve
wilth u spicy covkiml] saoee. (e
larwe shompr conlaims alwut 1 gram
of protein and only 3 calorics. 'ro-
teins take longer to digest, which
keeps you satisficd longer.

Fruit & Cheese Plate

Serve fudl with cubse-siac amounts
ol Tow-Lal cheeses instesd of the Dall-
Tl versiome. Andd, skip the cruclers!

Clemsan Universing Ceaperative
Exfension Service offars iy programs
so peome of all acer, resardlesy ol race,
cofor enden relivion, nalional origin,
cisabilive, piditical befiel, sexual avien-
fetdican, wr narifal o fomidy stctus, and is
an equad oppariEite @rplover

Letter to the Editor

Py Flivoe

I am writing o thank Barowel|
-arca residenls lor sharing the oo
meaninge ol Chrslmas with children
in need this past holiday scason.

Cienensity  thronghood  contrib-
el oow suoceesslul shoghox wid
culleetion seasom al drp-olT Toweu-
tions for the Samaritan's  Porsc
project Lperation Christmas Child.
Awcross the LN, the projeet col-
lewted  over 93 million shoshox
mills in 202% Combined with Lhosc
colleeled [Tom parinering counlrics
i 2022, the amimisiry is o sending
nearly 106 milliom shoebos wilis o
children worldwics.

Fhrongh  shochoxes packed
with fun tovs, school supplics, and
hvmene ilems  Bamwell-arca vol-
unteers browshl joy o childron in
need around the world, Each wsill-
[iMled shoelvx s @ tanwille expres-
it ol Ciod’s Tomee, md AL 18 olien
The livst @il these chaldren have ever

received, Through the  continued
oencrosity of donors sinec 1993,
Operation Christmas Child  has

colleeled and delivered more Than
209 mallion @i0-Gled shochozes 1o

children in more than 170 conntrics
and terrtories, This yesr, Samar-
n's Purse deliversd ils mileslone
200 millionth shocbox, which was
pucked on g couniry-wide fiwe and
then hand-delivered wr o vinmg Wil
m [krame.

Acrpss B, shochox  paclirs
often shop tor deals on shochox
e thromghout the vear, and many
serve dl g decper lovel by becoming
a vesr-round volunleer, Inlormalion
aboul wavs arcd parlicipanls can
wed involverd yvear-ronnd can also be
[owmil aL sarmamanspurseord e or
by ealling 7H0-777-93412

Althonph local drop-off locations
for gifis are closcoduntil Nov, 1T3-240,
2023, amyone can stll be a part of
this lile-changing project by con-
vinienlly packing o shocbox mill
online o just a lew simple clicks
AL smmaninepurse org T ldonline,

These simple gilis, packed with
Tove, =gl a message 1o chilien
worldwide that they are loved and
net forzoten.

Sincered),
Lizarre Millar
SAMARITANS PLIKRSE

SUBSCRIFITON KATES
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Better Business Bureau

Tips For Avoiding Romance Scams

Kelvin
Collins

Better Busineas
Burcau

hdamy have Turned wronline dating
amil sowinl edin over the st Tew
et o Ll love widd tieel new
people. Unforminacelv, these plat-
forms have oot only macds i© casicr
than over o mect new people and
lind dates bul have alse made i
casier W be seanmmed as well. Con
artizls ereate comypelling backsionies
aril Tull-Nedged identinies, then ek
son il Tulling e seaneine who
doesn’L exist, This oo ol deceptiom
15 kenereen as ceattizhing ™ Hetter Busi-
neas Burcan (1515 has withessed a
grovw [l 10 romganes scams inrecent
VLS.

In 2021. BBBs across North
Amerien received 276 reports on
TOTHATICE seatns, o 13% merease
o 20200 In 2022, the number ol
reported FOmMAance HEAM Casch Mo
than donbled iothe first teo months
of the year when comparcd to the
same period last vear Vielims were
belricnded and wicked into relation-
ships with fraudsters whose sole aim
s Lo gel tomey arlior eredil cand
inlommatiom o Thern.

With Walentime™ 1wy aroumd the
corner and the pandemic sull a part
of our lives, 13133 cocoirages those
Leoking for lovie to be wary of frand-
slers, Don'l Lot your quest [or lowve
blind wvou o the realities ol romsne:
SCALIS.

Cmling dating siles are popular, ux
iy singles wse echmology 1o lind
a mateh. ot belind many duting
profiles luek seammers who arce reacly
tordupe users into belicving they have
found Lo, Dt often, it is the first
slgp in 4 phizshing scheme w sieal
personal mlormation or Lo mek vou
ol ol money, Insome cases. viclins
huve bes incked into movang illegal
mmey [rorn other seums (Fmoney
mnle™), which is potentially o erime.

Most romance scams start with
fake profiles on online dating, sites
created by stealiog photos and text
Irom real aceounts or clsewhere.
Seawrmmers allen elaim o be in the
military or working overseas (o
explain why they can™ mesL you
persnt. (ver o shorl pericad ol time,
the scurnmmer bilds o lake relation-
ship with vou, exchanging photos
and romantic messapes, even talliing
on the phone o throngh a weboam.

Just when the relalionship secms o
b gellingr sorious, WouT Mew Swocl-
hearl has o health issue or Camily
eTNETRETICY or weanis 1o plan a visil.
Mir iatler the sionty, the reguest is the
sama: they necd moncy, T atter vou
send money, there’s another requcst.
and then another, Ur the scammee
slops conumuanicaling allozcther
Tips ty s his s
L ETTRY [T T T T TR,

Scarntners ol ler
up good-loolking photos and tales of
financial success. 14e honest with
vourself about who would be geno-
inely inlerested. I they scem “loo
perliel.” vour alam bells should ring.

Io s hurey to et off the site, “Cal-
lshers™ will Iry very quickly e gel
Mou 1o teree o cotmmuwmeate (b JllEh
etmuil, messenwer, or phone.

Maoving fast. A “catfisher™ will
bepin speaking of a fumee together
and el vou they love vou gquickly.
Thew ollen sav thev ve never [l this
wiy bolore,

Talk abiwwl trosl “Cullishers™
will sl mamipulating v with iallk

abour tmst and it importance. This
will often be the first step o asking
vou for moncy.

Don’t want to meet. Be wary ol
somoons whe always has an cxeuss
Loy poglpons § meeling hecause they
sy They are aveling orlive oversens
o are in the milicay.

Swsipectl langnage. 117 he persin
VOU arc communicaning with ¢laims
tor b from yowr hometown but has
poor spelling or grammar, wses overly
Nevaery lamruae or uses phrases hat
don’t make sensce, te™s a red Dag.

Hard luck stories, Bolome moving
i o msking vou i meomey, the seum-
et ey bl al lmancial nontles Tike
heat heing cul ol or g stolen car, ora
sick relative, or they may share a sadl
story from their pastideath of parcors
or spousc. o).

Protect yoursclf from this scam:

+ Mover send moncy or personal
inlormation tl can be used ot iden-
lity thell o somneone yaud’ve never
el in person. Mever wive saneone
sror credit eurd indirmation 1o Tk
a ticket to visic you. Cur off contact
if someone starts askiog vou for
unformation like credic card, bank, or
govarmmenl ID numibers.

« Ask specilic questions abowal

cetails given inoa profile. A scam-
mer may stumble over remembering
cletails or making a story fit.

+ Dy vour research. hany scam-
mers g#leal photos fom the web o
wae 1o their profles. You can dooa
revenie g e lookup wsing aowehsile
hke lineve.com or images. dinngle.
vorn Lk see 10 the phodos omoa prolile
are stolen trom somewhere clse. You
can also scarch online for a profile
name, mail, or phone ommnber o sce
whil adds up and what doesn’

To read more on romance B0l
vizil bbb orgfallromance scoams,
Lit Tepurl @ searm, wo bbboore/seamn
Lravk e

Ketvin Colfing iy presidens & Chilaf
the Hemmor Buniess Busaoe soeremg tie
Fadl Live Corvidon, seyving 77 counlies in
Fast Alahama, Wesr (faorgus. Sonchiesr
Creapria, Ceniral Georsin, Mase Ceomria
e ot { ool Tieenns eof
rrvicled threasnh focal BNy awd
the faneranions) Assocumen af Hattep
Huyinesy Suresoy (ARERL Ve Never
Fusaress Ruredd Sore soolaeds fae arkead
wesy hekdon monitors compliianee
PE T TR TR
. e O cemphaine abe
Lo Oy oF ckarity showld ha
rederred divecti fo the MIE G Fhone:
TR Fnd 4372 Hah sz BB org op
Pl infogieeniroalpearga dlh g

Dert Fergel UYsur CVihentine!

Shop Local

Pardon me, maam; may I count
your syllables for a second?

Phil
Hudgins

Conlribulor

it A

It was bound to bappen. We've
soen Uhis nalion’s stales compared
avery wiy vou can lhink ofr which
slale has the most obese people,
which state hus The most anpoee-
erished, which slale has the most
tunmeless, the most Takes, the most
tornadecs, the mest dogs, the most
bad tecth.

Wwell, now we lness i you be-
licve an amalvsis done by Preply, an
cnline language leaming platlonn
which state has the slowesi-lalking
prople. Belire v slarl guessn,
Mol wowe T0s Taonnsdana. Sindh
Cravoling 15 seconid, Plondians Tead
the South as the fastest-talking, as-
suming then: was a way 1o scparan
the snowbirds of Obic.

Fosidenls of Minnesota, the study
sys, lalk he laslesl. Owregon is
seeond.

Oleary, svoudre no doabt wsbang:
harw didd the siwdy determime these
hreath-taling  suatistcs? YondTube
videns, of course, along with call
recordings.

| have enw cloubes abour the valid-
iy of the study, Soveral voars o,
a erew [rom Looisiang mstalled a
T% cable line in our neighborbood,
el 1 oould hrely undersumid than,
ey talleed s Tt The Fact the They
were Clajuns mmighl huve had some-
thing to do wich it Hew did the
stucy scparate fasc-talking Cajuns
from the othors!

In determining the mate of speech
spocd, lhe rescarchers  apparcatly
counted  svllables. For  cxample,
Cieorgin, iy home state, tanked ilth

i the top 10 slow-talking starcs,
amd il rale was 489 avllables por
second. Bul cvanvbody knows That
a e Southerner can casily Wom a
imieg-sy lulle wiord — the exelarmution
“lwna” o il colorlul egquvalent i
i @il exeanmple — vl bwor sy llables,
if not three, Fhat would throw off
the smdy, wouldn 't i

Ihe averags rate of specch io the
115, iy 3.0 avllables per sccond. in
case voun'te wondering,  Minneso-
lans dre way up thens with 334 avl-
Tahles per secomnd.

O nest-oor neightun gres up
i Mirmiesota, bl her speech mghi
have slowed dewn a syllable or tsao
sinee she’s boon cnjoying southern
climes for a omnber of vears. Look-
gz Al e emperatores up thene the
Last [w daws, T don’t think she'l be
mowving back.

Slowe-alking o e, we South-
ermiers ure aduplable. As g as we
huve climerd caplions on Televisiom
programs, we can read fast coonph
to understand the Brits oo “Lhe
Crown” and olher imporls fom the
hdother Country.

I don't koow about you. but T me-
ally dom’t care alund (he rwomnber ol
syllahles n secomd o persm spreale.
I lewokiing, Lo whiat hie or shie says —
and whether 'm intercsted  not bow
long it talkes bim or her to say i

And 1 oden't care what Jennifee
Adams [hinks. cither, Several voars
mimy, she wrote a book led “Say
Goodbye o Your Southerm Aceent, ™
which claimns thatl a nek Southem
aocenl cotthl just hold sou back i
he bueiness worlid People amghi
thiok you're stupid. Lroth is, ac-
conts and intelligence are mao dif-
ferent things.

S0 there, By the way, 10 vou wanl
o know how your slale ranks in
the syllablos-per-seeond sludy. Just
Cioogle 110 And reud ul vinr own
e
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Olar homicide

under investigation

Jomathan Vickery
Puhlisher

feickeryiiepeoplesenlinel.com

Bambery  County  au-
Ihorilics are imvesligaling,
the shooting death of a
youne man with roots in
Barmwel| County.,

Savion Williams, 20, of Denmark, was found dead inside
a wehicle aulside a home on Sih Streel in Olar on Tuesday
evening, Jlan. 31, around 930 pm. He died from a gunshot
waound, said Bamberg Counly Coroner Wallace Hicles Jr.

“He was very outgoing and a real people person. Ev-
erybody zot along with him, He got attached to people
and Lhey gol allached lo him,” said his mather, Nilcki

Chisolm,

As alover of Lhe Lrucks and lishing, Williams aspired
o become a game warden, said Chisolm.

Williams also loved playing sports, including basketball, baseball, and foot-
ball. (ver the vears, he played sports for Bamberg-Ehrhardt, Jefferson Davis
Academy in Blackville, and Andrew Jackson A.L-:ldt'm}f He completed high

school al Willislon-Flka High in 2021, said Chisalm,

The 5.0 Law Enforcement Division is assisting the Bamberg County Sheriff's
Office and Bamberg Counly Coroner's Oilice wilh Uhe invesligalion. No arresls
have been made at t]‘n*- time, said Bamberg County Sheritt F\t‘nm Bamberg.

Ihis is the second homicide in 2023 in Bamberg County, The first one oc-

curred carlicr in the month in Theamarl.

Savian Williams

MILLIKEN
BARNWELL PLANT

CANCER: LUNG, THROAT, COLON

If you worked at the Milllken Barnwell plant before
1982, you may have been exposed to asbestos. You could be entitled to
multiple cash settlements from special asbestos Irusts.

If you have been diagnosed with lung cancer (even If you
are a smoker) or another cancer, or know someone who died from
one of these cancers, call

-800-478-9578

Free Claims
Analysis

getnorris.com/asb
Nationwide Service

Ginritegearn. Ak e ey Meben, Movis ek rjuesd clinenls, eoliorne ks, ok sl banaliz hor Azbeg ce Ticels, S represuan-
1A = madz i the gualby of icgal szrscas bo be poformed 15 gramier fhan 1z quainy T cgal soraccs porlanmon by oher awss.

Fcisr

Barmwell County Arrest Reports

Arresl veporls lisled be
toge are pulilic vecord and
favwe heen provided By local
lary enforceiment ayencics.
Alf PETss HinHed gre Plf'
swned innocent wirtil their
citses are determined in o
conerd of Ta,

Steph en Troy Boan, 34,
of 1950 T.aloe Thrive, Wil-
listom, was arrested |an.
31 by the Williston Police
Drepariment (WETY) (or
Stolen Uroperty Offenses.
Boan was hooked and
released to the Damowell
County Detention Center
(B,

Stephen Troy Boan, 33,
of 1950 T.aloe Thrive, Wil-
listom, was arrested |an.
31 by (he WP Tor Tiriv-
ing Under Suspension,
third or more offense.
Boan was booked and
released to the BCDC,

Donnell Dhwayne Bree-
land, 47, of Highway 273,
Lot 36, Barnwell, was
arrested Feb. 2 by the
Barnwell County Sheriff's
Office (RCSCY (or Aggra-

Notice ==
N2

souTHeasTern

Holly HIll Complex at
iz Streat, Holly HINL S0

North Complax ot
Palmetts Ave., Mok, S0

Allemiale Complax at
Il Resarl, &llernlale, 50

Blackvilk: Comples o
Hzmpton fve., Blackelllz, 5C

Branchville ¥illa complex 5t
Branchyil = Lare, Branshwille, S0

Denmark Gardens Complex ot

Wlirresi deenoe, Denrirk, 506

Fairfax Bowndary Complex =l
Beundary Straet, F2ifas, 50

Wililaton West Maln Cormplex at
st Main Stroct Wlistoo, S0

Barmwell Amms Complex ot
Tharres Slreel, Barmwell, S0

Bamberg Villa Complex =1
Hace Strzat. Bzmberg, 5C

Hampton Gardens Complax st
. Holly Strect, Hamptoon, 50

ATarcable an eTeclive unils
fvallable. et 15 tsaad o0 In-
corms., Applicants will e serocned
peicr b Lieasing, Conlact the
Barmesll, 52 OMice to submit an
applicatan on andays from
00 a.m. undl A:00 pam. at
1 RO0 523 3604 Or
B3-2hS 0

valed Criminal Thomoes(ic
Violence, Breeland was
hooked and released (o
the GO
Roger U'dward Brough-
ton, B, of 82 Wiltom Dmve,
Williston, was arrested
Jan. 26w the WTETD far an
outstanding warrant and
Resisling a\rmql Braugh-
ton was booked and re-
leased to the BCLHC,
Adrian Perry Buck-
maon, 41, of 5986 U5,
Highway 278, Barnwell,
was arrested Jan. 28 by
the Barnwell 'olice De-
partment (BPL) for Do-
mestic Violence, Buck-
mon was booked and
released to the BODC,
Harry Q. Dukes, 41, af
Wallistom, was arrested Jan.
Lo by the WL for L respass
ol Real Praperly. He was
also arrested [ar, 18 and 19
by the WTTY, halh limes far
Tre'ap’-ﬁﬁ of Real Property.
Dukes was booked and
releassd to the BT,
Shawn Michael Lail,
28, ol 2932 hWomorial
Church Foad, Olar, was
arresled Jan, 30 by the
BCSCY for Receiving Pos-

scssion of Slolen Prap-
erty, Driving Under Sus-
pension and Ciperaling an
Uninsured Vehicle, Fatl
was booked and released
to BODC

Deondre Lamont King,
30, of 115 Socicly Road,
Willistom, was arrested
Jan. 22 by the WTT} lor
a warrant. King was
booked and released to
[hie BOTC,

Tonnette Myers, 50,
ol & Penni Circle, Bly-
thewood, was arrested
Jan. 24 by the BULY for
":Imphrtn'lj-_'; Myers was
booked and released to
[hie BOTC,

E'Kasia Ra'"Onna
Odom, 24, of 146 Berry
Street, Barmmwell, was
arrested Jan. 22 by the
RPTY Tar Public Tsaor-
derly Conduct. Odom
was bookod and released
tor Ehe BT,

Gregory Allen Taylor,
37, of 13160 SHll Road,
Barnwell, was arrested
Jan. 31 by the BCSC (or
Burglary. lavlor was
hooked and reloased 1o
the GO

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

MNOTICE TS HERERY GIVEN thal the Counly Coun-
il Loy Allerdale County will condoet a pobiliv heane
relatiny Lo AN ORDINANCLE AUTTTIORLAING LTI
EXPOUITION AN LIV ERY CH0A TN T
OF TAX AGREEMEMNT BY AN BETWEEN AT-
LENDALL COUNTY AND PROIECT TREATY, 1111
IMCELSIONS OF CERTAIN REAL PROFE Y 140
CATED TN ALLENDALE COUNTY Tiv A MUTTI-
COUNTY INDUSTEIAL PARK; TIIL PROVISION
(7 CREIN TS AGAINST FEE IS LI OF TAX
PAYMENTS; THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY
O SUCHL DOCUMERNTS AS MAY DL NECLS-

SARY CTCY EEPECTT TTHE IN FRNE 30 TTES CHETH-
MANCE; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATIMNG
THLERL O

The hesnog will be beld wf e Alendale Coonly
Courthenze, LW Wall, Ir. Council Chambers, 292
Bamwell Highway, Allendale, SC 29810, beginning al
G:00 poon en Lebruary 16, 2023, At the tims snd plave
fixed for this iklic hearing, all taxpayers, residents or
other interested persons wh appear will be given an
eppariomile b express heir views lor or seainst
mafters contemplated by the Ordinance. Any persons
wishing Lo submil wrilten commenls may submil them
o POY Box 190 Allendule, Seutl Curoling 29810, no
later than 500 pam. on Pebmary 10, 2023,

Tn complisnee with ATDAS Seclion 304, Allendale
Conpnly 1w preparad o ol secoinmmodations lor leaud-
weapped individuals needing special assistance. Special
assistanes regquests should be made 1w the Counly
Copneil OMlee gl (803 581-3438 sevenlyv-two (72)
hors prior to the scheduled meeting,

Newspaper reading adventures for little leamers!

. I'.I::.-:|_4|'r:|.'|||.|5l'::l::-'

Jellyfish Jumble

Look closcly at the jellylish. Lach jellylish has a match.
Can vou find them all?

2 by Wicki Whining . Filoe ’ kel Sehinke

Learning Buddles: 2l your child's brgt narng, usimg 1o nes 10 wimks: [argo 1e9ees . LSe a0 Upponsass ot
Tar L Ninsl elber e nevnie s loweroose kllens Loosgoesl e mesl | s your chikd race U lalares wilh a Fogen

craynn nr pEnil,

My Rhyme Time

My Letters

J is for Jellyfish
j is for jellyfish
I TR At fons Trane thes Uppscage sl Iowercee.
IeAbor S50y The IR Qs wou Fracs

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter J makes in
lhe word jellyfish?

My Numbers .,

How many ! { T

Now what do you think
OF hile Jack Tngle?
Belure he was mamed
1lc used 1o live single.

T e
Leamning Budedles:
Huow My Trace and szy ha
urrber. Read the
fquestans ouch anc
couril L ind the aresesrs.

Learning Buddles: | 230 the Arst par of the sentence alaud Ask your coikh 1o thank ar 3 ey oo imesh e sentence Woks your child s worss inihe ings [Boad the
My E“te “ce onbirg acrtene B wour child ek poanbingg Ut Rt reaghing 15 o ram st o nght Cceer chilcssn aaay waant o fraes 3 o somo oF T cakoers in the sericnao

IS2E]

Sunday

e e R T LRI

Letter Identification
With your child, look
thromsrh thes nesw sprege
o find pictwees of things
that have the sarme
sonnd a3 the leter
Jm jellxlish.

Monday

PRt S s
Math Play

1%y ey The mumnber
§ in the newspaper.
Llasee your child say the
number and, il iUs Tarpe
cromel, bave vowr child
Irace the number.

Learning Buddy Sign Here

T have completed

activities with my

Learming By,

Learmiog Budiy s siznahors

Liate

Tuesday

The UPPERCASE
& lowercase Game
Laok ar ons pago of the
newspane with v child
andd sy, “The g T, called
wpperease fous Inoking
[ur her Tide brother,
called fowercase j.
Lot s hovas sy
big I Title j matches
e find!

af  Kid Scoop Junior cornes ool onee g weesls bol you can oss he nesspapsr gyvaryg ceay Lo prapars your child for suceses inoschool, Each caily

s dLJhIl. TocusEes on & spacilo ameg readiness sk
ALe b?: Btep Success 1 11oad the achany mstruchicn aow 2 20w Dee foodi T Gy Do doing 17 youese est 3 Asoyvour chil fa
Bl u:|| w wat vou o

Wednesday

Move/Don't Mave
Chart
Melutlie o Lwenr-colurnin clyart
ol & phece of paper litle
ame: enlumn Things Thal
Muove and the other
calumn Things That
D™t Move. Touk
twonzh the newspaper
amel cul Pl eLLTes 0
patele i each colwmn.

Thursday

Jellyfish Ate &
Tind & examples of
dlferent ahjects i the
newespeiper e, B e,
Eoycs) Onront aronps
ol 8 things and wlue
Ueron wn a pewper plate.
Llasee your child complets
thiz semtemee, by jellylish
ans § _

8 Rhymes
T wimnd eight rhyames
weith pleie and gale.
Laok theengh the
news e [T picianes
ol wonds (hat rhyme.
Can vou find B pairs of
thyrminy picture words?

Saturday

SR et A T R R

Jiggle Like a
Jellyfish
lay rme sheet af
nevwapaper on the Toor,
Diraw a big cicele in fhe
midad b Tell your child o
jurnp in the circle every
i wou sav o word that
alarts with the aound j
makees in the words
JellyTish and jigale.
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Wren Brantlee Hiers was born January 3, 2023.

Wren Brantlee

Hiexs

of their daughter, Wren Brantlee Hiers.

Justin and Briana Hiers of Barnwell are proud to announce the birth

he was born on January 3, 2023 at 6:42 p.m. at Piedmont Hospital in
Augusta, Ga. She weighed 6 pounds, 10 ounces and measured 20 inches

long.

Grandparents are Chuck & Sonja Hiers of Barnwell and Laverne &

Amy Zorn of Barnwell.

Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.
Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce.

Wednesday, February 8, 2023

Patricia Birt and Anthony Chavis are engaged to be married on April 8, 2023.

Birt, Chavis

harlie and Darlene Birt of Olar are proud to announce the engagement
of their daughter, Patricia Birt of Olar, to Anthony Chavis of Blackville.

He is the son of Mike and Paula Chavis of Blackville.

The bride-elect is a 2017 graduate of Blackville-Hilda High School and a
2020 graduate of Denmark Tech with a degree in nursing. She is employed
by Remain at Home Senior Care.

The groom-elect is a 2016 graduate of Blackville-Hilda High School. He is

employed by Carroll's Welding LLC as a Millwright.

The wedding will be held April 8, 2023 at 4 p.m. at Copper Oak Plantation
in Bamberg. Formal invitations will be sent.

Newspaper publisher named to E&P's '25
Under 35' list of news media professionals

Jonathan Vickery,
publisher/owner of The
People-Sentinel, was rec-
ognized by Editor & Pub-
lisher magazine as part
of the next generation
of news media profes-
sionals.

He is one of 25 news
media professionals
from across the coun-

try to be named to the
magazine's annual list
of 25 professionals under
the age of 35. E&P serves
newspapers, broadcast,
digital and other forms
of news publishing.
"Our 25 Under 35 sa-
lute is one of my favor-
ites. I feel, in some way; it
showcases our future —

one that’s inspired, pas-
sionate and innovative,
reinvigorated by fresh
ideas and talent. E&P
thanks the colleagues
who thoughtfully nom-
inated this year’s de-
serving nominees. I am
certain you'll find their
perspectives inspiring,
too," wrote Robin Blind-

er, editor-in-chief of the
magazine, in the Febru-
ary 2023 edition.

Vickery said he is hon-
ored to be featured on
this prestigious list of
dedicated and hardwork-
ing news media profes-
sionals.

"Nobody goes into the
journalism field to be-

come rich. Instead, we
do this job because we
care about keeping our
communities informed
with factual, unbiased
reporting,” said Vickery.
Read Vickery's profile
and those of the other
honorees at www.editor
andpublisher.com/stories/
eps-25-under-35,241993.

Jonathan Vickery

‘e Great for:Limited! Budgetsr—f
‘©:Small Busm@s?s?é“é‘Advertlsmg____
fe\[ncrease} Footslraffica.
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' To Advertise, Contact Our Ofﬁce
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803. 300 1234

Fax: (803)259-2703
Cell: (803)300-0799

The People*Sentinel

Office: (803) 259-3501

advertising@thepeoplesentinel.com

Jana Schroeder,
Advertising Sales Rep

B & B Ford Inc.

| Eleanor (Jenny) Burbage
G 1 M. Fi

Bus. Phone (803) 259-5524

Fax: (803) 259-2633
Cell. (803) 300-2941

10476 Dunbarton Blvd.
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MYRTLE BEACH -
Adam MicKensie Scott, 23,
of Myrtle Beach, died on
Sunday, January 29, 2023
with his significant other,
Bridget Bryce Maclver, in
a tragic house fire. Adam
was born in Georgetown to
Brent Creech and Glenda
Scott.

Adam was an avid out-
doorsman and enjoyed
hunting, fishing, boating,
and shooting. In his spare
time, he enjoyed singing
and playing music. Adam

Adam Scott

also enjoyed woodwork-
ing, golfing, and keeping
up with current events.
He was also a collector
of knives and flashlights.
Above all else, Adam loved
his family and treasured
the time he spent them.

Adam was a proud
member of the CCU Alum-
ni, Ducks Unlimited, and
the NRA.

In addition to his par-
ents, Adam is survived by
his daughter, Hallie Kate
Scott of Myrtle Beach; two
brothers, Lucas Creech
and Chase Creech of Wil-
liston; his gram, LaVerne
Kearse of Myrtle Beach; his
grandfather, Barry Creech
of Barnwell; along with
numerous beloved uncles,
aunts, and cousins.

A celebration of Adam’s
life was held at 1 p.m.
on Saturday, February 4,
2023 at Burroughs Funeral

Home, 3558 Old Kings
Hwy., Murrells Inlet, S.C.
29576.

The family received
friends at Burroughs Fu-
neral Home on Friday,
February 3, 2023 from 6
to 8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that you
consider a memorial dona-
tion to St. Jude children’s
hospital at www.stjude.
org/ or to the Wounded
Warrior Project at www.
woundedwarriorproject.
org/.

For more information or
to sign the online guest-
book, please visit www.
burroughsfh.com.

Burroughs Funeral
Home (843-651-1440) of
Murrells Inlet is assisting
the family.
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WILLISTON - Funeral

services for Randy Eric
Bodiford, 65, of Williston,
will be held at 12 o’clock
noon on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2023 in the Folk
Funeral Home Chapel,
Williston with the Rever-
end Timmy Gunnells of-
ficiating; burial will follow
in the Barnwell County
Memorial Cemetery by
the airport. The family
will receive friends one
hour prior to the service

Randy Bodiford

at the funeral home on
Wednesday. Memorial
contributions may be given
inRandy’s memory to Folk
Funeral Home, P.O. Box
367, Williston, S.C. 29853.

Randy passed away on
Sunday, February 5, 2023.

Born in Bamberg Coun-
ty, he was a son of the late
William Franklin “Billy”
Bodiford and Louris Hair
Bodiford. He previously
worked as a farmer on
local farms and most re-
cently worked at Wayne
Browning Farms for over
16 years. Randy loved all
animals, especially chick-
ens. Even though he was
in a wheelchair; he still
enjoyed fishing and cook-
ing out. He loved to build
cages and loved spending
time in his workshop. He
enjoyed working with his
hands and was a jack-of-all

trades; he could build and
do most anything.

Survivors include his
step-daughter, Holly El-
lis of Williston; sisters,
Judy B. Pitts (her husband,
the late Bobby G. Pitts)
of Williston, and Cathy
(Etheriedge) Owens of
Blackville; brother, Ricky
(Renee) Bodiford of Wil-
liston; step-grandchildren,
which he loved like his
own, Lizzie Ellis, Erica
Ellis, Kaylynn Couch, and
Jimmy Ellis; a number of
nieces and nephews; and
his four-legged compan-
ion, Sport.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc.
and Crematory is assisting
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online
registry at www.folkfuner-
alhome.com.
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COPE - James Harvey
Spires, 74, of Cope, passed
away at home on Tuesday,
January 31, 2023.

A Celebration of his life
was held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2023 at 3 o’clock
p.m. at the Spires home,
827 Dusty Road, Cope,
S.C. 29038. They invited
all family and friends to
come and share stories and
memories of Harvey.

Born in Bamberg Coun-
ty, he was the son of the
late Azile Nix Spires and
was married to Sharon

Harvey Spires

Rose Bell Spires for nearly
forty years. Harvey, affec-
tionately known as “Booty-
Booty Man”, loved to fish
and enjoyed cooking for
his family and friends and
especially spending time
with his grandkids who
he loved dearly. He retired
as an Inspector from Dela-
van Spray Technologies in
Bamberg. He was in a pool
league and could shoot a
mean game of pool; was a
true card player and made
many trips to Cherokee to
the casino.

Survivors include his
loving wife, Sharon Spires
of the home; his children
and their spouses, Jamie
and Brittney Spires of Flor-
ence, William and Jen-
nifer Spires of Chappells,
Thomas James “TJ]” and
Destiney Spires of Orange-
burg, Daphine Pacheco
and Luis Garcia of Colum-
bia, and Crystal and David

Jeffers of Barnwell; grand-
children, Caprie Spires,
Makenzie Ackerman, Lo-
gan Spires, Sophie Spires,
Brandon Balleza, Laura Pa-
checo, Erika Pacheco, Blake
Conner, Jonvany Pacheco,
Hunter Parrish, Skyler
Parrish, Jackson Spries,
Thomas Spires Jr., Cody
Jeffers and Brandon Jeffers;
great-grandchildren, Jame-
son and Annalise Conner;
numerous nieces, neph-
ews and great nieces and
nephews.

In addition to his moth-
er, he was preceded in
death by his sisters, Chris-
tine Spires and Mildred
Gibson.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc.,
Denmark, is assisted the
family with arrangements.
Visit the online obituary
at www.folkfuneralhome.
com.

The People-Sentinel
2/8/23

Barbara Ann Kinard Dresko

Barbara Ann Kinard
Dresko, 85, passed away
on February 2nd, 2023. She
was born in Bamberg on
November 28, 1937 to the
late Owen G. Kinard and
Mattie Gohagan Kinard.

She is survived by her
brothers, James V. Kinard
of Las Vegas, Nevada, and

Neeley (Jean) Kinard of
Barnwell; sister, Rosa L.
Kinard of Olar; and a num-
ber of nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death
by her husband, John Law-
rence Dresko; brothers,
Grady Kinard, Marial Ki-
nard, Paul Kinard, Leigh-
ton Kinard, and George

Kinard; as well as her sis-

ter, Peggy Dyches.
A private family service
will be held at a later date.
Mole Funeral Home of
Barnwell is assisting the
family. Sign the online
guestbook at molefh.com.
The People-Sentinel
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Quency “‘Johnny” David Holmes

ORANGEBURG - Mr.
Quency “Johnny” David
Holmes, 75, of Orange-
burg, passed away on
February 1, 2023. He was
the husband of Mrs. Gail
Colbert Holmes.

Funeral services will
be held at 11 a.m., Satur-
day, February 4, 2023, at
Culbert Branch Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 647
Elko Street, Williston, S.C.
29853, with Rev. Dr. Isaac
Brown III officiating. Buri-
al will follow in Sandhills
Cemetery in Williston.

Quency was born on
August 14, 1947 in Willis-
ton, a son of the late Roy
Holmes Sr. and Lula Mae
Harrison Holmes. He was

a graduate of Kelly Ed-
wards High School, Morris
College where he obtained
a bachelor’s degree, and
Atlanta University School
of Business where he also
obtained his master’s de-
gree. He was a human
resource director for Bosch
Corporation, where he
eventually retired. Quen-
cy was a member of the
Omega Si Phi fraternity
and a member of Culbert
Branch Missionary Baptist
Church.

Survivors include his
wife of 27 years; three
daughters, Jondalyn
Holmes Watson (Keith)
of Summerville, Hope
Holmes of Moncks Cor-

ner, and Jami Holmes
Miller of Moncks Corner;
one brother, Sammy Lee
Holmes (Rethea) of Wil-
liston; six sisters, Ethel Mae
Brown, Shirly Bradley,
Rebena Holmes, Linda
Knight, Eartha Holmes,
and Gladys Holmes, all of
Williston; 6 grandchildren;
and a number of nieces and
nephews.

Online condolences may
be expressed at www.
dukesharleyfuneralhome.
com or https://www face-
book.com/Dukes-Harley-
Funeral-Home-and-Cre-
matory-304968586272868.
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BARNWELL - Mr.

George Franklin Harris,
age 85, was born on April
19, 1937 in Barnwell to the
late Joseph P. Harris and
the late Jennie Bell Austin.

George received his edu-
cation in the public schools
of Barnwell and Jersey
City public school system.
He graduated from Fer-
ris High School in Jersey
City, N.J. Seeking God’s
direction and guidance,
he joined Bethlehem Bap-
tist Church in Barnwell.
He worked as a machine
operator at Dixie Narco in
Williston for many years
before retiring. George
enjoyed working in the
yard and owned his own
yard-cutting business. He
was also very active in his
community and was one
of the original members of
the Big Seven Association.

George Franklin Harris

George will be remem-
bered for the love he had
for his family and friends,
and he will be missed by
all those who knew and
loved him.

George was married to
the love of his life, Mar-
guerite Harris, for over 44
years, and to this union
they were blessed with a
beautiful family.

He was preceded in
death by his daughter,
Caroline Denise Harris-
Deen; parents, Joseph and
Jennie Bell Harris; and
grandparents.

George entered into eter-
nal rest on Wednesday,
January 18, 2023 at the
Bamberg-Barnwell Emer-
gency Medical Center in
Denmark.

George leaves cherish
his beautiful memory: a
loving and devoted wife
of the home, Marguerite
Harris of Barnwell; five
children, Berlinda Harris-
Williams of Jersey City,
N.J., George Edward (Mar-
tha) Harris Jr. of East Or-
ange, N.J., Steven G. (Del-
phine) Harris Sr. of Union,
N.J., Terence F. (Aretha)
Harris and Lynn (Quincy)
Stroman, both of Barnwell;
one stepdaughter, Sharon

Martin of Atlanta, Ga.;
twelve grandchildren, two
of which were reared in
the home; eleven great-
grandchildren; two great-
great-grandchildren; one
brother, Freddie (Dora)
Butler of Jersey City, N.J.;
three sisters-in-law, Lo-
retta (James) Davis and
Martha (Charles) Adams,
both of Myrtle Beach, and
Gwendolyn Allen of Phila-
delphia, Pa.; two brothers-
in-law, Walter Bethea Jr. of
Dillon and Joseph Smith of
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; and a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives,
and friends.

Services were held
Thursday, January 26,
2023 at 12 p.m. at Second
Baptist Church of Barnwell
with Pastor Lamont Boyd
presiding and Rev. McKin-
ley Neal as eulogist. Pall-
bearers were members of
the Big Seven Association
while friends of the fam-
ily served as flower atten-
dants. Interment followed
at Hope Memorial Park in
Barnwell.

B.F. Cave Funeral Home
of Allendale was in charge
of arrangements.
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More than 40 years of loving God

Ciera Sanders
Contributing Writer

r. Stephen Mar-

shall Burnette,

known as Pastor
Steve, retired from full-
time pastoral ministry on
January 31, 2023.

He preached his last
sermon at First Baptist
Church of Williston on
Sunday, January 29 and
celebrated with loved
ones afterwards with a
luncheon. He retired af-
ter more than 40 years in
the ministry at churches
across South Carolina, in-
cluding the past nine years
at FBC Williston. He also
was previously pastor of
FBC Barnwell for about 15
years.

Early on in his ministry,
he said he developed a life
slogan to measure success
in life: “To live a life of in-
tegrity and make a posi-
tive difference in people’s
lives.”

His leadership had a
positive impact on many
people, especially within
the local school districts.
“I've found that one of
the greatest ways to serve
your city or town is to
serve the schools, where
98 percent of the commu-
nity flows through.”

In Barnwell, FBC Barn-
well staff members and
volunteers served as men-
tors in the elementary
school, worked with the
band, football and base-
ball teams, created a cof-
fee house break room for
the middle school teach-
ers and more. Pastor Steve
and his staff entered a
$1.5 million building cam-
paign, purchased land,
expanded parking, and
built The Merge to engage
a large student ministry
under Lee Clamp, and
started the Child Develop-
ment Center.

In Williston, FBC Wil-
liston adopted Kelly Ed-
wards Elementary, and
served as Reading Bud-
dies, provided dinner for
Literacy and Math nights

and loving people

for the entire school,
served as test proctors,
hosted “Night of Stars”
banquets, fed the football
team before games, getting
to know the players, and
continue to host D.I.G., an
afterschool program. Last
year, FBC Williston cel-
ebrated 16 baptisms with
28 new members coming
into the church family.

Lee Clamp, Chief Stra-
tegic Officer of the South
Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion and a long-time friend
of Pastor Steve, shared
special remarks during
Pastor Steve’s last sermon.
This was a homecoming
for Clamp who grew up
at FBC Williston where his
grandfather, the late Rev.
Len G. Corder, was pastor.

“Steve’s energy was
only paralleled by his wis-
dom and leadership... He
was a model for [Clamp]
in the faith of what real
grit looks like. [Clamp]
learned things like vi-
sion casting, strategic
planning, staff dynamics,
re-dreaming the dream,
growth curves, parenting
skills, investing for retire-
ment, and patience,” said
Clamp, who served as
youth minister and later
missions pastor at FBC
Barnwell under Pastor
Steve’s leadership.

During Pastor Steve’s
tenure in Barnwell and
Williston, 594 people were
baptized, over $712,000
was raised for missions to
see others baptized out-
side the church, and when
including individuals who
were baptized under Pas-
tor Steve’s leadership at
Millbrook in Aiken as an
outreach pastor, he has
been personally responsi-
ble and leadership driven
for 1,012 of baptisms. Ad-
ditionally, over 1,500 peo-
ple found a church home
and community of faith
due to Pastor Steve’s lead-
ership, said Clamp.

“Your teachings have
had a major impact on my
spiritual growth. Thank
you for being obedient

to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit. May God
bless you and your lovely
family. I pray for success
in whatever you put your
hand to do in the future,”
said Tonya Thomas on
Facebook.

Although there were
many hurdles to overcome
and mountains to climb,
Pastor Steve closed his
years of ministry with a
resounding job well done.

“When you think about
success, Pastor Steve has a
brilliant mind... What he
has done over the past 40
years is he has invested in
the souls of mankind that
will actually last much
longer than just here on
this earth. Each of those
numbers has a name and
each of those names has a
story,” said Clamp.

Pastor Steve’s final re-
minder to FBCW was that
Jesus’ prayer to the church
is that the people of God
may be one, and show the
glory of love and unity of
the Triune God to one an-
other, and to the world,
for whom Jesus died. He
and his wife plan on join-
ing Jesus in the harvest in
the normal rhythms of life.
“We hope to enjoy travel,
visit family, play tennis,
hike, bike, read, and make
new friends,” he said.

A pastor search com-
mittee is being formed to
select the church’s next
pastor. In the meantime,
Minister-at-Large Rodney
Bodiford and Student Pas-
tor Joseph Sanders will
share the pastoral and
preaching duties.

“God has blessed, and
I am thankful for them
both. You are in capable
hands,” said Pastor Steve
to the church.

“Pastor Steve has been
a great mentor and father
in the ministry to me. He
challenged me to preach
my first sermon in 2017,
and encouraged me into
full-time ministry last
year,” said Sanders, who
grew up attending FBC
Barnwell during Pastor

Pastor Stephen Burnette & wife Annette Burnette in FBCW Foyer.

Steve’s ministry there.
“Over this past year on
staff together, he taught
me a lot about how a
church functions and how
a mission-minded pastor
can impact the commu-
nity.”

Bodiford and Sand-
ers are excited about the
transition at First Bap-
tist. “This is still a time of
Kingdom growth, and we
are looking forward to

continuing to develop our
discipleship programs on
Sundays and Wednesdays.
We want to encourage our
leaders and members to
take up the personal pas-
toral care of building rela-
tionships and prayerfully
encouraging one another
as we move into this next
season,” added Sanders.
FBC Williston is located
at 13030 Main St., Willis-
ton. Sunday school is held

Left to Right: Lee Clamp, Connor Clamp, Corder Clamp, Pastor Stephen Burnette, and

Lee’s wife Leisa Clamp.

Photo by: Lee Clamp
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Sundays at 10 a.m. and
worship at 11 a.m. Pro-
grams for infants through
12th graders, as well as
men’s and women’s Bible
studies, are held Wednes-
days at 6 p.m.

For more information,
call the church office at
(803) 266-3046, email FB-
CWilliston@gmail.com, or
visit their Facebook page.

Pastor Stephen Burnette & brother Heyward Burnette at FBCW Luncheon.

Photo by: Laura Burbage
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Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

The Allendale County
School District (ACSD) held
their regular school board
and community meeting on
Monday, Jan. 23 to keep par-
ents, students, and educators
informed on the state of the
district.

Superintendent Dr. Margaret
Gilmore set four goals for
the district in the new year;
improve student achieve-
ment, increase partnerships
with the community, upgrade
district facilities, and obtain
highly-skilled teachers.
Improving Student
Achievement

Benchmark  Assessment
Scores from fall to winter
increased overall in each
school; however, certain
grades and subjects have hit
a decline. Tests receiving a
‘C’ or higher are considered
in these figures.

At Allendale-Fairfax El-
ementary School (AFES),
math scores increased in third,
fourth, and fifth grade. AFES
reading scores increased in
third and fifth grade, but de-
creased in fourth.

Benchmark science ex-
ams are only administered
to fourth graders. Between
the fall and winter exams,
fourth grade science scores
decreased.

At Allendale-Fairfax Mid-
dle School (AFMS), sixth,
seventh, and eighth grade
students all increased in their
benchmark reading scores—
eighth graders showing sig-
nificant improvement.

In math, sixth and eighth
graders increased, but sev-
enth graders experienced
a decrease in scores. Sixth
graders increased in scores
for science testing.

Allendale-Fairfax High
School (AFHS) students in-
creased in English II scores,
algebra 1 scores, biology
scores, and U.S. history scores.

Truancy is an issue at
ACSD, and the district is look-
ing for ways to get students
to school every weekday. A
key in doing so is increasing
parental involvement.

Parenting Partners are
sessions parents and guard-
ians can attend to learn from
their student’s teachers about
what is happening in the
classroom. Parents will learn
skills to amplify their child’s
academic experience and fa-
cilitate skills being taught in
the classroom at home.

To further a child’s success
outside of the classroom, the
Paper Education tutoring
program is offered to all stu-
dents in grades third through
twelfth. This online program
provides unlimited 24/7 and
year-round tutoring and aca-
demic support in any subject.

Instructional Specialist
Tonya Davis explained Pa-
per will not provide students
with the answer, but build on
the knowledge they have to
guide them toward asking the
right questions.

ACSD has received a
$270,000 grant to expand
summer learning opportuni-
ties. The Summer Learning
Exploration is a summer pro-
gram rooted in STEM from
June 12 to June 30.

There are three tracts
K-12 students can be placed
in based on their academic
standing: accelerate, create,
and stimulate.

Students in need of inter-
vention or course recovery
will be in the accelerate tract,
students who need further
enrichment outside of the
classroom will be in the cre-
ate tract, and students who
could benefit from a combi-
nation of both alongside per-
sonal development skills will
be in the stimulate tract.

Registration for the Sum-
mer Learning Exploration
program begins on March 1
and ends on March 31.
Increasing community
partnerships

Dr. Gilmore met with SRP
Federal Credit Union repre-

sentatives on Jan. 24 to bring
a branch back to Allendale
after it left to come to Willis-
ton years ago.

Dr. Gilmore hopes this
could be the first start in re-
cruiting more businesses to
Allendale.

Upgrading District
Facilities

A bid was accepted by
M.B. Kahn Construction Co.
Inc. to “gut and upgrade the
middle and high school,”
according to Dr. Gilmore.

$23 million has been set
aside for this renovation; $8
million from the S.C. Depart-
ment of Education and $15
million from the 2020 Savan-
nah River Site (SRS) settle-
ment.

Media centers have been
created at all schools in an
effort to grow critical think-
ers and problem solvers. The
AFHS Library has been re-
structured with comfortable
lounges and conference areas
creating a new style of learn-
ing for both students and
teachers.

Obtaining Skilled
Educators

Four interventionists, two
math consultants, and a so-
cial studies consultant have
been hired to help better stu-
dent scores. These individu-
als are either retired ACSD
teachers or have worked
with the district in the past,
and will be focusing on the
courses.

ACSD will be attending an
upcoming recruitment fair at
Winthrop University to hope-
fully widen the range of edu-
cators in Allendale.
Recognitions

Each month, students,
educators, and staff are rec-
ognized for bettering the
overall learning environment
of ACSD or high test scores.
Students of the Month re-
ceive $10, and teachers/staff
receive a plaque.

The AFES Student of
the Month is second grader
Kaitlyn Harney who is de-
scribed as a “great leader in
her family.” Eighth grader
Markayla  Roberts  was
named the AFMS Student of
the Month for being a “model
student in so many ways.”

At AFHS, tenth grader An-
tonio Badger was named the
Student of the Month for hav-
ing a “positive attitude and al-
ways does what is expected of
him.” Rihanna Deloach was
named Student of the Month
at the Evening School for her
dedication to recovering lost
credits and commitment as a
student-athlete.

Teachers, or Champi-
ons in the Classroom as Dr.
Gilmore calls them, are also
awarded for their hard work.

At AFES, Sancia Anderson
was named Teacher of the
Month for her “engaging ap-
proach to teaching and genu-
ine interest” in her students.

Eighth  grade teacher
Deborah Moore “works so
hard to ensure her students
are mastering learning stan-
dards,” and “cares a lot about
her students,” making her the
AFMS Teacher of the Month.

At AFHS, English teacher
Crystal Clayborn was rec-
ognized as Teacher of the
Month for setting high stan-
dards for her students and
“instills in them the confi-
dence to reach them.”

Patty Dopson was named
the Support Staff of the
Month at AFHS for going
“above and beyond for the
betterment of AFHS.” Sheila
Owens was named Support
Staff of the Month at AFES
for her dedication to student
growth in the third grade
classroom she supports.

Earlene  Dunbar  was
named Outstanding Bus
Driver of the Month for her
over 35 years of service to
the district and continual
words of encouragement.

The title of Outstanding
Custodian of the Month went
to Priscilla Smoaks for show-
ing “great dedication in ensur-
ing AFES is clean and tidy,”
to better the learning environ-
ment for staff and scholars.

Tameara Morrell was

named the Outstanding Food
Service Employee of the
Month for being a “distin-
guished role model for the
entire staff.”

Tiger JROTC Battalion
cadets were recognized by
Chief Jeffery Gordon for
their part in the first level of
the JROTC Leadership and
Academic Bowl (JLAB) in
November.

On the Academic Team
at JLAB was Ariyanna
Washington, Rebekah Pow-
ers, Santos Milan, Travisa
McNair, Iymesha Grayson,
and ZaNariah Rhodes. On
the Leadership Team was
Dhailuana Maner, Arianna
Priester, Zyone Greene,
Kaden Wesley, Kiyana Faust,
and Shaquavian Thompson.

The second level of this
competition will be held in
February, with the champion-
ship event in June. The Tiger
JROTC Battalion is currently
preparing for level two.

Many students received
OSHA certifications in the
2022/23 school year for their

respective trade.

In HVAC, 13 students
received a  certification:
Kori’Ona Bates, Malachi

Flowers, Jordan Greene, Zion
Hallett, Aaron Roberts, Jayden
Williams, Rihanna Deloach,
Jamil Elias, A’lateonna Jen-
kins, Sermond Jones, Jermaine
Simmons, Arian Williams, and
Dajuan Williams.

In welding, four students
completed their OSHA cer-
tification: Vianney Flores,
Andrey Gadson, Ja’Khari
Johnson, and Jaylen Outing.

In auto technology, 14
students became certified:
Key’On Brooks, K’nijah Bur-
gess, Bryanna Curry, Miles
Duncan, Cadarius Platts, Jo-
siah Smart, Luther Smoaks,
Ty’quavin Tilley, Jaden Wil-
liams, Deontay Eady, Zecha-
riah Gibson, Hunter Johnson,
Kamauri Kelly, Emanuel
Martinez, Kaitlyn Patterson,
and Alexis Payne.

Eleven students were cer-
tified in construction technol-
ogy: Brooke Davis, Logan
Fullington, Antonio James,

Photos by: Alexandra Whitbeck

The Media Center has taken shape at the library of
Allendale-Fairfax High School. This is one of the three
newly opened Media Centers across the three schools at
ACSD. The Media Center hopes to foster creativity and
community with lounge furniture and conference areas
available to both teachers and students.

Kheshaun Johnson, Kavion
Patterson, Javontaye Pinder,
Karinton Sabb, Tyler Shiggs,
Kamarien Williams, Ahnesty
Wright, Ronald Roberts, and
Loramsy Robinson.

Raz-Kids is an online pro-
gram connecting students to
reading. At ACSD, the top
readers in K-5 are awarded
for their hard work.

Kindergartener Brooklyn
Milledge, first grader Carson
Patterson, second grader
Brayden Williams, third grad-
er Ja’zmyne Cowell, fourth
grader Matthew Morell, and
fifth grader J’Kahri Rhodes.

The Waterford Reading
Program is another program
used at ACSD to better the re-
lationship students have with
reading in fourth grade and
montessori classes. The con-
tent of the online program var-
ies to cater to both age ranges.

Each student who suc-
cessfully read for 75 minutes
each week in the months of
November and December
was rewarded at the January
meeting.

The November reader
awarded in Roxanne Grid-
dle’s fourth grade class
was Isiah Pryor, who was
also awarded for December
alongside Marquis Finley. In
Debra Thomas’ Montessori
class, Starr Britt and Bailee
Ellis were recognized for
November and Bailee Ellis
was awarded again for her
December reading strides.

The top scorers on Mas-
tery View Predictive Assess-
ments (formerly TE21) in
each grade were awarded. At
AFES, students were award-
ed for ELA and math results,
at AFMS students were
awarded for ELA, math, and
science, and at AFHS stu-
dents were awarded for Eng-
lish 11, biology, algebra I, and
U.S. history.

Here is a list of honored
students:
Third grade:
Gauge Ayer
Kyleigh Cohen
Kameron Dunbar
Camryn Eaton
Kaiden Gill
Mariah Housey
Kenyade Johnson
Nyleishah Lee-Brant
Promise Lewis
Skai Loadholt
Lyric McKnight
Carter Patterson
Jasmyn Penn
Amari Walker
Jhace Fraizer
Kamrhen Sanders
Ire’lannah Johnson
Jayceon Brown
Zayla Ebron
Kaleb Rollins
Fourth grade:
K’Jenae Cunningham
Jahanna Sanders
Colten Brant
Ervin Ford
Mico Gentle
Memphis Robinson
Jaida Sanders
Avina Stroud
Heaven Tinsley-Hay
Valerie Flores
Kinsley Frazier
Chandler Morell

Kahryn Bryant
Armani Brodus
Tyrin Doe
Timothy Gibbs
Harmonii Jackson
Fifth grade:
Harmony Brooker
Grettel Gracia-Cruz
Andrew Haughton
Fernanda Millan
Layla Robinson
Nevaeh Ellis
Logan Holley
J’kahrie Rhodes
Londyn Bennett
Jeremiah Early
Katelyn Orizu
Essence Smoakes
Ameria Williams
Sixth grade:
Kalani Gentle
Divine Grayson
Aidan Isham
J’ace Creech
Corey Housey
Lucy Krebs
Camillya Williams
Chris Smith
Hailey Bowers
Chyna Fields
Raegen Scott
Zykhia Brown
Katlyn Bunch
Fernanda Carrillo
Akria Jenkins
Jaylin Loadholt
Jakayla Anderson
Tavian Doe
Tyler White
Sean Rivers
Jamazin Smart
Seventh grade:
A’london Owens
Hunter Wilson
Kasin Krebs
Zane Maner
Eighth grade:
Leroy Davis
Markeise Driessen
Zamal Ellison
La’Vazhia Morell
Nevada Frazier
Zanariah Harden
S’Miya Bing
Makynli Harney
Airrelle Johnson
Anthony Johnson
Cayle’e Lofton
Hannah Meyer
Markayla Roberts
Nevaeh Shiggs
Zaina White
Preet Patel
Ninth grade:
Jaiden Mcknight
De’Narie Breeland
Joronwanna Elmore
Santos Milan
Kavion Patterson
Zyki Priester
Kaseana Williams
Zakiya Williams
Tenth grade:
Rebekah Powers
Arianna Priester
Ari Aldrich
Jhorian Bradley
Dametre’Yona Drayton
Josiah Smart
Imajyne Winfield
Keirra Aiken
Dennis Delmoral
Paris Holmes
Taylor Isham
Ja’Khari Johnson
Taylor Moody
Shamiah O’Banner
Jaylen Outing
Dhailuana Taylor-Maner
Kaden Wesley
Eleventh grade:
Lokeya Robinson
Savannah Speight
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Russell’s Pizza celebrates 25 years of
serving commu, honoring God

Members of Russell’s Pizza’s various locations came together on Jan. 2 to celebrate the business’s 25th anniversary.

ssell %,
iz ©

Where Pizza Making is an Art

[Above] Russell Hodges and his wife, Rena Creech pose for a photo in front of
balloons and pizza boxes in celebration of the pizza chain’s 25th anniversary.
[Below] Russell’s Pizza employees enjoyed a catered BBQ lunch on Jan. 2.

Jonathan Vickery

Publisher
juickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

local pizza chain
Ais celebrating 25
years in business.

Russell’s Pizza was es-
tablished on Jan. 1, 1998
with just one location and
four employees. It slowly
grew from there into a
chain of three locations
that employs more than
60 people.

“We are very thankful
for our community and
the support they give
to us. God has blessed
us,” said owner Russell
Hodges, who has been in
the pizza business for 37
years.

He started in 1985,
right out of high school,
working at a Domino’s
Pizza in Pensacola, Fla.
After completing a man-
ager program through
Domino’s, Hodges spent
several years managing
various locations in Flor-
ida before buying a strug-
gling location.

“That's where we de-
veloped the recipes we
use now,” said Hodges.

He moved to South
Carolina in 1993 and
went to work for his in-
laws who owned a pizza
restaurant in Swansea.
He and a business partner
later built a chain called
Pizza Stop with locations

in Wagener, Blackville,
and Williston.
After four years in

South Carolina, Hodges
was divorced, a single

Welcome to
Russell's Pizza
25TH Anniversary
Celebration

father, and in a bad
business partnership.
He sought counsel and
prayer from his pastor,
who encouraged him to
take a leap of faith. Hodg-
es broke away from Pizza
Stop and was offered
money and equipment by
his ex-mother-in-law to
have a fresh start.

“God took what could
have been a disaster and
turned it into a blessing,”
said Hodges.

That money and equip-
ment started the first Rus-
sell’s Pizza location in
Denmark on Jan. 1, 1998.
Four teenagers from Piz-
za Stop came with him as
the inaugural employees.
Nine months later they
moved the restaurant
to Blackville once they
found a location.

He later was able to
purchase the former
Pizza Stop in Williston,
which became the second
Russell’s Pizza location.
In 2005, he married Rena
Creech and they moved
the Blackville store after
renovating an old build-
ing down the street from
the original location. In
January 2008, the Hodges
were offered the Pizza
Stop location in Wagener,
which became the third
Russell’s Pizza.

“God has been faithful
to us. He said step out
and He’s provided for
more than we ever imag-
ined or deserved,” said
Hodges.

Customers have also
been faithful to the busi-
ness, including some that
come three times a week.

“From day one, the
communities have treated
us like family,” he said.

Russell’s Pizza has con-
tinued to grow its busi-
ness and mission of help-
ing the community.

“It's been really impor-
tant to be a good commu-
nity-minded family and
company,” said Hodges.

That's why Russell’s
Pizza tries to give back
to the communities that
have supported them
over the past 25 years.

After feeling God want-
ed them to do missions,
Hodges started a food
trailer in 2019. The trailer
has been used locally to
provide free pizza at mul-
tiple community events
and has even been sent
to other communities for

Photos By: Jean Estelle Photography

mission trips through
First Baptist Church of
Barnwell.

The Savannah River
Site (SRS) asked Hodges
to bring the trailer as a
food vendor to provide
another meal option for
their thousands of em-
ployees. In 2020, Russell’s
Pizza was the winning
bidder for a contract to
operate the café at SRS.
A coffee shop was added
later.

“We have seen tremen-
dous growth at the site,”
said Hodges.

Over the next year
or so, Russell’s Pizza is
preparing for even more
growth as they explore
several opportunities.
After experiencing staff-
ing issues, just as many
businesses have in recent
years, Hodges said they
are placing a priority on
training in 2023.

“We will be strengthen-
ing our management staff
and seeing how the mar-
ket goes,” said Hodges.

His employees — who
he calls his work family
— are a key ingredient to
the success of Russell’s
Pizza. Some have been
with the company for 15
to 20 years. The average
manager has more than
12 years of experience.

“A lot of our people
have been very faithful,”
said Hodges.

Russell’s Pizza closed
all locations on Jan. 2 so
employees and their fam-
ilies could come together
as one for a catered meal.

When asked about the
recipe for success in the
world of business, Hodg-
es said knowing your
business and being wise
with your budget are
important. However, the
most important thing to
remember is it’s all about
how you treat people —
customers and employ-
ees.

“The Golden Rule is
very important in busi-
ness. Always treat ev-
erybody as fair as you
can,” said Hodges. “Do
those things and it will go
well.”

Another key ingredient
for Russell’s Pizza is hon-
oring God. That's why
the business is closed on
Sundays.

Learn more about
Russell’s Pizza at www.
russellspizzasc.com.
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Williston, Hilda fill vacant town council seats

Alexandra Whitbeck A small number of vot-
Reporter ers in the towns of Willis-
reporter@thepeoplesentirel.com ton and Hilda cast ballots

in special elections.

Direct Support |

Professional

Part-Time and Full-Time Positions Available
y - —
Direct Support Professional provides direct assistance and
training to individuals with intellectual disabilitics and all
areas of their daily activities where such support is needed.

Positions involve assisting dividuals with varying levels of

independence. Applicants must be able to work different
shifts 1o include holidays and weekends,

All positions require:
+ High School Diploma or GED
+ Valid Drver's License w/A Good Driving Record
+ Pass a Cominal Background Check

ABCDSN Board offers excellent benefits to include:
Medical * Dental * Vision ¢ Lifc ¢+ SC Retirement

Full-time employees have:
Paid Holidays * Sick Time ¢ Vacation Time

Applications may be completed at the following:
Allendale Bamwell DSN Board
20 Park Street, Barnwell SC 29812
Monday - Friday 8:30 until 3:00
EOE

ASON LEE COO
CAROLINA THEATRE

FEBRUARY I8TH 2023

DOORS OPEN AT 6pm-CONCERT STARTS AT 6:30

SRESENTED A

ALLENDALE RURAL ARTS TEAM
USC SALKEHATCHIE
SC ARTS COMMISSION
" CAROLINA THEATRE
ALLENDALE, SC

TRE

SOouUTH
CAROLINA

NOTICE TO FORMER EMPLOYEES OF
THE CITY OF BARNWELL

The City of Barnwell is joining the
State of South Carolina insurance benefits
program, the State Health Plan.

If you were eligible for retirement and left
employment with the City of Barnwell and
your last five years of employment were served
consecutively in a full-time, permanent position
or you are the surviving dependent of a former
employee or retiree of the City of Barnwell
you may be eligible to enroll in
the group insurance program.

To determine eligibility for enrollment,
you must contact Sharon Gould at
(803) 259-3266, Ext. 1014 or 130 Main St.
(PO Box 776), Barnwell, SC 29812 by
February 28, 2023, for enrollment information.

Enrollment deadline is April 30, 2023.

Get on board with

REAL ID

“$SCOMV

You may need a REAL ID,
valid US passport, or other
form of federally approved

identification to pass airport \ J

security or enter certain
federal facilities.

One vacant council seat
was on the ballot for each
town’s election on Tues-
day, Jan. 31.

Town of Williston

Alyson
H. Collins |
will fill the
vacant seat
on the Wil-
liston Town
Council
after re-
ceiving 192
votes out of
323 in total at the January
31 special election.

Collins received nearly
60% of the votes while
fellow candidates Judy
Myrick Taylor and Margo
Huggins received 34.67%
and 5.88%, respectively.
The total voter turnout
in Williston was 15.75%,

Alyson Collins

according to official elec-
tion results.

Collins takes the seat
previously held by the
late William Toney Jr. who
passed away last year.

“I'm overwhelmed and
so pleased to have been
elected to serve the Town
of Williston on town
council,” said Collins.
“I'd like to congratulate
Judy Taylor and Margo
Huggins for their efforts
during the campaign and
say what a joy it was to
run alongside two won-
derful women.”

“I would also like to
extend a heartfelt thanks
to my friends and family
for their support, and to
everyone who cast a bal-
lot during this election. I
meant it when I said I'd

work hard for our town
and I look forward to
working with the council,
mayor, and all of our citi-
zens for the betterment of
Williston,” said Collins.
Collins hopes to learn
from current council mem-
bers and use the experience
she has gained through
serving on other commit-
tees and boards in town.
“I would like to see us
work towards beautifica-
tion for our little town
working with some local
groups and I'd love to see
new housing and busi-
nesses. We desperately
need a daycare in town
and I'd love for someone
to make that a reality for
us. I can only promise
you that whatever I can
do honestly and fairly,

I'll give it 110%,” said
Collins.

Collins will be sworn
in at the Williston Town
Council meeting on Mon-
day, February 13.

Town of Hilda

Allison Still Beasley

was elected

* to the Hil-

s da Town

:: Council.

Beasley

was the

only can-

didate on

the ballot,

and received all 11 votes.

The voter turnout was

4.33% out of 254 regis-
tered voters.

Beasley will fill the seat
previously held by Dar-
lene Falso who resigned
last year.

. )
Allison Beasley

CLOWNS: Comedic murder mystery brings laughs to
stage of Barnwell's community theatre

Lyn Palm has enjoyed
being part of this produc-
tion, which places her in
very different roles from
anything she’s done be-
fore. This includes a mute
clownnamed Dahlia who
honks a horn to answer
questions.

“I hope everyone finds
this show as funny as we
have. Months into prac-
tice, we are still having
trouble keeping straight
faces,” said Palm.

Laughter has been Ra-
chel Hair’s favorite com-
ponent of this play.

“No matter how much
we practice or go through
the scenes, we always
find something to laugh
about. Most of time it's
because one of us makes
a scene funnier than the
last time we practiced,”
she said.

Playing a clown named
Backwards Bobo has
proved to be challeng-
ing yet fun for Donna
Creech.

“I’ve enjoyed not hav-
ing a ton of lines! I do
love the silliness of play-
ing a clown, but it's been
a huge challenge to mem-
orize backwards lines,”
said Creech.

The final suspect is
Saccharine, a clown por-
trayed by Virginia Net-
tles. Though she’s been
in many local plays, she’s
enjoyed working with
many new people.

“It's been a great ex-
perience with a lot of
laughing and lots of
fun. I'm the little girl of
the show. I love sweets,
hence the name Sac-
charine, and am never
without my lollipop.
And like all the other
clowns, I am a suspect,”
said Nettles.

The task of identifying
the murderer is up to two
detectives and a police
psychiatrist. Jeff Miller
plays Detective Artie,
Dan Anderson plays De-
tective Nick, and Rachel
Hair plays Dr. Amy Har-
ris-Talman.

“The clowns make it
a humorous challenge
for her (and the detec-
tives) to figure out how
to solve the case. But I
love how creative she is
in figuring out how to
understand all the crazi-
ness the clowns throw at
her. She has her own wit

FROM PAGE 1A

WHO KILLED BUBBLES THE CLOWN?
3 __
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THE INVESTIGATORS: Detective Artie (played by Jeff Miller), Detective Nick (Dan Anderson),
and Dr. Amy Harris-Talman (Rachel Hair) are on the case in this comedic whodunit.

A look at the suspects...

4

[

DAHLIA, a mime who only POZO, a clumsy clown who SACCHARINE, a clown with

communicates using her
horn. Portrayed by Lyn Palm.

likes to rhyme. Portrayed by
Jacob Sanders.

a sweet tooth. Portrayed by
Virginia Nettles.

BACKWARDS BOBO, a clown
who speaks backwards.
Portrayed by Donna Creech.

and humor that I have
enjoyed finding through
this play,” said Hair.

My character is an old,
grisly detective trying
to deal with a bunch of
clowns, literally,” said
Miller, who commends
Young for doing a “fan-
tastic job” during his
directorial debut.

“My top rate produc-
er, Beth Miller, and my
amazing cast have made
this show something I

CHUCKLES, a proper British
clown proud of his work.
Portrayed by Jacob Sanders.

will never forget and
will be forever proud to
have been a part of,” said
Young.

Performances are: Fri-
day, Feb. 17, Saturday,
Feb. 18 at 7 p.m., Friday,
Feb. 24, and Saturday,
Feb. 25, all at 7 p.m., with
Sunday matinees on Feb.
19 and 26 at 3 p.m.

“The play is really fun-
ny, and I hope Circle
Theatre is packed for
each performance," Miller

C.C., a clown who likes
repetiton and questions.
Portrayed by Lyn Palm.

said.

Tickets are $15 in ad-
vance and can be pur-
chased at The People-Sen-
tinel’s office at 222 Main
Street, Barnwell. You can
also call the newspaper
office at (803) 259-3501 to
pay with a card.

If seats are available,
tickets will be sold at the
door of the theatre (325
Academy St., Barnwell)
for $20. Doors open 30
minutes before the show.

FIREFIGHTERS: Red Oak Fire De
to comply with completing physica

physicals. One month we
do it in Williston, and
then the following month
we do it in Barnwell. So
they had two opportuni-
ties to get it done and
none of them showed
up,” said Gatlin.

According to Gatlin,
the county pays for these
annual physicals when
they are administered at
these sessions or by the
volunteer’s primary care
physician.

Gatlin is looking to ar-
range a time with North

Greenville Fitness to do
the physicals for just Red
Oak volunteers. A physi-
cal exam is required to be
completed before taking
the Firefighter I course.

“In the words of an old
cliche, you've led that
horse to water but that
horse chose not to drink,”
said committee Chairman
Don Harper.

Barnwell County Ad-
ministrator Tim Bennett
suggested the committee
set a deadline for mak-
ing an appointment for a

physical and registering
for online classes.

Bennett suggested, “if
they do not respond ac-
cordingly to the fire coor-
dinator, that this commit-
tee consider folding that
volunteer fire department
into another volunteer
fire department if they do
not meet that deadline.”

Bennett suggested Gat-
lin monitor the fire portal
and inform the Red Oak
volunteers of these dead-
line requirements.

The Red Oak Fire De-

Fartment given
S

deadline

FROM PAGE 1A

partment held a special-
called meeting on Thurs-
day, January 26 to elect a
permanent chief, unbe-
knownst to Gatlin.

“Last Thursday they
had a special-called meet-
ing and elected a new, per-
manent fire chief, which
is Mr. Henry Smith,” said
Gatlin. “I wasn't aware of
the meeting until after it
happened.”

Smith had been serving
as the interim chief of the
department prior to his
election as chief.
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Snelling mother urges others to listen to
bodies after medical issues, misdiagnoses

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

mother of four
in Snelling is
urging people

to listen to their bodies
and look into their fam-
ily medical history after
a slew of misdiagnoses
prohibited her from find-
ing out she had congestive
heart failure.

26-year-old Margaret
Allen underwent a heart
transplant in early 2022
that may have been pre-
vented if she received
adequate care.

“Being neglected add-
ed on to me neglecting
myself. It's an endless
cycle of negligence and
not getting the help that
you need,” said Allen,
who hopes her story will
push someone to speak
up about symptoms they
may be ignoring.

It began in late De-
cember 2017 when she
had complications dur-
ing her pregnancy with
twins. Allen underwent
an emergency c-section
with two boys at 23 weeks
pregnant. The twins,
Markelle and Jamelle,
each weighed one pound
and seven ounces.

Due to their premature
state and other various
complications, the new-
borns were both fighting
issues such as bowel per-
foration, grade four brain
bleeds, and holes in their
hearts.

Jamelle experienced
some of these issues more
severely than Markelle.
His entire bowel perfo-
rated, which led to kidney
failure and sepsis, result-
ing in his death eight days
later.

“After they take my
baby away, I'm walking
across the hall right to the
other side of the NICU to
see the other one,” said
Allen, who was still car-
ing for her surviving twin,
Markelle, at the time.

Allen was staying at a
nearby Ronald McDonald
house caring for her eldest
child, Sydney, who was
three years old at the time,
during Markelle’s six-
month stay in the NICU.

“He does not walk, talk,
crawl or anything. He has
seizures, cerebral palsy,
and he's blind,” said Al-
len of Markelle. “He's a
big boy when he stands
when you hold him up,
but in my arms, he's a
little baby. I call him my
forever baby.”

The following year
while caring for Markelle
and Sydney, Allen was
experiencing what she
believed to be panic at-
tacks. She would feel her
heart beating in overdrive
and would become short
of breath.

At the time she attribut-
ed it to anxiety, something
she dealt with previously
and could handle with
controlled breathing and
relaxation.

“It feels like my heart
is going to stop beating,”
said Allen. “Even then it
was a little too extreme to
be anxiety.”

Allen is attuned with
her body, and can usually
tell the difference between
anxiety and a larger issue.
At this time, she knew it
was something more.

“I started to feel that
anxiety, that workup, that
feeling like something
bad was going to hap-
pen. Anxiety gives off the
same thing, but it wasn't
anxiety. It was my body
warning me something
is about to happen,” said
Allen.

A year or so went by
where Allen was experi-
encing episodes of a tight-
ness in the chest, short-
ness of breath, and rapid
heartbeats. She kept dis-
missing it because those
around her were too.

“During this time, I

didn't really have one
supportive person,” said
Allen. “My family was
really skeptical.”

On February 25, 2021,
Allen got into a car acci-
dent while 35 weeks preg-
nant with her youngest
child, Marley. Her car hit
a telephone pole resulting
in Allen having a distal
femur fracture, a ruptured
spleen, and her daughter
being without oxygen for
10 minutes.

“The day of my car
accident is also her birth-
day,” said Allen, who
underwent another emer-
gency c-section to save
her daughter's life after
the accident. Allen finds it
ironic that she was sched-
uled for a c-section just a
week later.

Allen was left with met-
al in her leg and forced to
learn how to walk again,
all while caring for three
disabled children.

After all of this, she was
still discouraged from
taking her ‘anxiety’ seri-
ously by those close to
her and continued to feel
swelling in her chest.

“I didn't have one sup-
portive person. It was, ‘Oh,
you're having anxiety.’
‘Oh, you're just doing too
much.” “You're faking it
“You're not as sick as you
think you are,” said Allen.
“And mind you, I have
three disabled children
and I'm disabled myself,
so during this time I'm not
having a lot of help.”

Although the tremen-
dous stress, car accident,
and other factors of these
pregnancies did not cause
her heart issues, many
medical personnel along
the way attributed her
symptoms to them.

Ten months after the ac-
cident in December 2021,
Allen’s symptoms started
to worsen.

“Eventually it started
to get to the point where
it was hard to breathe,”
said Allen. “I started to
feel a very full feeling in
my head. I couldn't really
bend over and where it
was just debilitating and
crippling.”

When feeling an epi-
sode come on, Allen
would call 911 to bring
Medshore medics to her
Snelling home.

“Nobody is really think-
ing thatI'm as sick as I am,
which Thaven't got a diag-
nosis at this time, but I'm
in the hospital every day
and calling the ambulance
like every day,” said Al-
len. “And once I let them
know that I had anxiety, it
was like they didn't hear
anything else.”

“The ambulance would
come out to the house and
they would just kind of
give me that look like, ‘All
right Ms. Allen, this is the
third time we've been out
here this week, this is the
second time we've been
here today,” said Allen.

However, Allen knew
something was seriously
wrong and continued to
feel alone in her thinking.

After countless trips
to Regional Medical
Center-Bamberg (RMC
Bamberg) and Barnwell
Family Medicine with no
solutions resulting in less
pain, she went to the Al-
lendale County Hospital
where she was misdi-
agnosed with bacterial
bronchitis.

“The people closest to
me were the people who
were disregarding the
most, and then the people
in medical care that were
supposedly taking the
utmost care of me, also
neglected me,” said Allen.

Throughout the entirety
of this saga, Allen did her
own research. She under-
stood that fluid around
your lungs will stop them
from expanding and re-
sult in feeling suffocat-
ed. She knew a doctor
would not hear the fluid
around her lungs through
a stethoscope. She knew

Margaret Allen, shown here with one of her children,
is not letting her health issues stop her from being the
best mother possible.

she needed a chest x-ray.

On January 3, 2022, Al-
len went to Bamberg-
Barnwell Emergency
Medical Center in Den-
mark where she found out
her heart was enlarged.

“I've been pregnant,
I've had a lot of traumatic
pregnancies, I've had a car
accident, I've had COVID
four times, once while
pregnant,” said Allen.
“That's what they're lean-
ing towards. Those are the
questions they're asking.”

Medical personnel did
not think congestive heart
failure was in the cards
for Allen and explained
to her why they did not
perform serious testing:
“You are too young. We
just wouldn't test seri-
ously for those things
unless you have them in
your family.”

At the time, Allen did
not know her family med-
ical history.

Here is when she was
referred to a cardiologist
in Orangeburg and went
for her first appointment
at the practice in early
January 2022.

“I started to feel hopeful
that I would get the help
that I needed and that
somebody would figure
it out,” said Allen.

However, this was not
the case.

“He turned out to be
very negligent in his
care,” said Allen of the
cardiologist.

Here, Allen was diag-
nosed with cardiomyopa-
thy - a weak heart - and
cardiomegaly - a slightly
enlarged heart - which are
indicators of congestive
heart failure. The cardiol-
ogist insinuated that this
was caused by stressful
pregnancies and postpar-
tum, and prescribed Allen
medication.

“When they find out
that you have conges-
tive heart failure, the first
thing that they do is they
put you on a sodium and
a fluid restriction,” said
Allen, who struggled with
this dietary change.

She was limited to 64
ounces of water in a 24-
hour period, and even a
sip would bring on more
retention.

“I'm at the point where
my body is retaining fluid
because my heart is not
working properly. My
other organs are not work-
ing properly. My body is
not breaking down salt
into fluid and getting rid
of the fluid. At this point
I'm urinating like once
a day, if that, and it's a
struggle,” said Allen.

Allen remembers times
when she would gain
nearly five pounds in one
day from the fluid reten-
tion. However, she was re-
lieved to have a diagnosis
that made sense and was
able to learn more about
how to live with conges-

tive heart failure.

“I got a diagnosis, so I
don't have to worry about
the ambulance not taking
me seriously anymore,”
said Allen, who still relied
on EMS personnel when
she was experiencing an
episode. “But then the
next time they come out,
they're giving me that
look.”

“I'have congestive heart
failure. I have a real prob-
lem,” said Allen, who was
hoping a diagnosis would
make Medshore EMS per-
sonnel take her seriously.

“They’re like, “Well be-
cause you have anxiety
though, now you're gonna
fixate on that,” she said.
“Now I have to worry
about when I call 911 if
they're going to assume
that I'm having a panic at-
tack and take their sweet
time. And by the time
they get there, I'm dead.”

“I'm worried that I'm
going to be on the floor
and my kids are just go-
ing to be in this house
with me and they can't
help me. All of them are
special needs. Nobody
can call the police for me
or the ambulance for me,”
said Allen. “I'm fearing
for my kids. I'm fearing
for myself.”

Allen returned to her
cardiologist as her symp-
toms worsened to be in-
formed her heart function
was at 35 percent and
continually declining.

“They found that I had
mitral valve regurgitation,
so one of my heart valves
was not working prop-

erly. It was not opening
and closing properly. It
was allowing blood to go
in areas that it shouldn't
be, which was causing my
heart to work harder and
was causing it to enlarge
and weaken. It was just
a domino effect,” said
Allen.

After floating through
the month of February on
medication and nightly
visits to the emergency
room throughout March,
she was still without sup-
port or feeling better.

“I'was suffering. Dizzy,
nauseous, throwing up,
almost blacking out, con-
stantly feeling like your
heart is going to just stop
beating, constantly check-
ing my blood pressure
at home and it's either
extremely high or danger-
ously low,” said Allen.

“What I didn't know is
that a lot of those times
I was in cardiogenic
shock,” she said.

Allen explained one of
the last times she visited
RMC Bamberg with a 35
percent heart function
and experiencing these
symptoms, they sent her
home almost immedi-
ately.

“A lot of times where I
could have gotten extra
help, I didn't because
they made me feel like I
was one of those people
that were asking to use
the resources that didn't
need them,” said Allen.
“So, Ididn't go to the extra
yard.”

At the end of March
2022 her symptoms wors-
ened even more so, and
she asked the staff at RMC
Bamberg to refer her to a
hospital that might take a
different approach.

“Most people when they
get diagnosed with medi-
cation and changing their
diet and stuff, they can go
years with that same heart
function. It just does not
deteriorate as quickly as
I deteriorated. And that's
because I was neglected,”
said Allen.

Allen was eventually
transferred to the Lex-
ington Medical Center.
After conducting testing,
her heart function was
roughly 15 percent to 20
percent and she had three
leaking valves.

“The only valve that
was not leaking, thank
God, was my aortic
valve,” said Allen. “The
tricuspid valve, the pul-
monary valve, the mitral
valve, all of those were
leaking.”

The team at the Lexing-
ton Medical Center imme-
diately transferred her to
the Medical University of

South Carolina (MUSC) in
Charleston.

“This was where I
actually started to feel
like I could sit back and
breathe. I felt safe. I felt
heard and listened to,”
said Allen of the MUSC
staff.

At this point, Allen was
facing terminal heart fail-
ure or a heart transplant.

The MUSC team placed
a balloon pump in Allen’s
chest to keep her heart
beating. Inserting a bal-
loon pump puts a patient
on a priority list for a
heart transplant.

Between the balloon
pump and the transplant,
she went into bilateral
heart failure.

To her surprise, she was
on the organ list for two
days before she got a call
on Easter Sunday in 2022
from the head of MUSC
cardiology.

“I had my heart trans-
plant the next afternoon,”
said Allen. “The donor
was a young male and I
know that he overdosed.
His heart was a little bit
bigger than my chest cav-
ity, but it was otherwise a
perfect fit.”

While at MUSC, Allen
was informed her heart
failure was genetic. She
then urged to have con-
versations with her fam-
ily members about their
health.

Allen hopes her story
will push at least one
person to advocate for
themselves and take their
symptoms seriously.

“I had to learn that the
hard way because Ilook at
hospital staff as authority
figures,” said Allen. “So,
I don't like to go in there
and say, ‘I want this.” But
it's gotten to that point.
Now, I do walk in the
hospital and I do advocate
better for my children.”

Allen hopes readers
will ask for the extra test,
ask another question, get
a second and even third
opinion if needed, and
trust their bodies.

“You know your body
better than anybody. If
something is not right,
don't even ask anybody
else what they think.
Do what you think you
should do,” said Allen.

Allen believes if she had
more support and was
encouraged to self advo-
cate by family throughout
this endeavor, she may
have been able to get help
sooner.

“It just baffles me that
not one place could offer
any good care. Luckily,
we all made it. Thank
God we made it out,” said
Allen.
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PLAYER
SPOTLIGHT

Coehn Kinard
Barnwell High School

Grade: 11th

Sport: Wrestling
Favorites...

*Food: Chicken tenders,
steak

*Movie/TV shows: OBX

*Snacks: Chips

*Coaches: Coach Roth
and Coach Barnes

*Free time activity:
Wrestling practice

*Musicians: Beethoven

Goal for this season:
“Improve my pinning
moves, and make a good
run in state playoffs.”

Kaleb Wilson
Barnwell High School

Grade: 10th

Sports: Football, Wrestling,
Soccer

Favorites...
*Food: Pizza and tacos

*Movie/TV shows: Fast
and the Furious, All American

*Snack: Uncrustables,
chips

*Coaches: Coach Barnes,
Coach Roth, Coach Garrick

*Free time activity:
Riding around and listening
to music

*Musician: Zach Bryan,
Big 30

Goal for this season:
“To progress physically and
mentally in all areas of each
sport.”

HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE
(Boys & Girls)

Thursday, Feb. 9

e Jefferson Davis Academy
@ Holy Trinity Classic
Christian - 6:00

¢ Wade Hampton @
Barnwell - 6:00

e Charleston Collegiate @
Jefferson Davis Academy
- 6:00 (Senior Night)

HIGH SCHOOL
WRESTLING

Individual Qualifiers
Fri., Feb. 17-Sat., Feb. 18

State
Individual Qualifiers
Fri., Feb. 24-Sat., Feb. 25

Wednesday, February 8, 2023

Four Barnwell Warhorses
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sign to play college ball

JADEN JAMES
LIMESTORME =

Barnwell seniors Tyler Smith (South Carolina State), Clay Pender (Erskine), Maurice Odom (Limestone) and Jaden James (Limestone)

signed Wednesday to play college football.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

February 1, 2023 was known
as “National Signing Day” for
collegiate football. Throughout
the country, media outlets cov-
ered high school seniors signing
their National Letter of Intent
forms.

Barnwell was no different.
The Warhorses had four seniors
sign to play college football in
front of family, Barnwell School
District 45 personnel, friends,
and media.

Barnwell’s four signees in-
cluded Tyler Smith, Clay Pend-
er, Maurice Odom, and Jaden
James. All four were key play-
ers for the Region Champion,
and highly-ranked Barnwell
Warhorse football team, who
finished the regular season
undefeated. All four played
in various post-season all-star
games. Now, all four will have
the opportunity to take their
game to the next level and play
college football.

Tyler Smith led the state in
rushing with over 2,900 yards.
He also led the state in touch-
downs scored and in scoring

and was in the top 25 in the
nation in all three categories.
He was one of seven chosen as
finalists for the S.C. Mr. Football
Award and played in both the
North/South Bowl and the GA/
SC Border Bowl all-star games.
Tyler was selected All-State the
last two years in both football
and track, where he was the
State High Jump champion.

Tyler signed to play running
back at South Carolina State,
where he will study Athletic
Sports Training. “I am very ex-
cited to see what the next level
is all about and playing against
some very good competition,”
said Tyler.

Clay Pender led the War-
horses in receiving, but could be
counted on for a big play from
offense, defense, or from the
kicking game. Pender’s inter-
ception in the closing minutes
of the playoff game with heav-
ily favored Philip Simmons is a
great example of Clay’s big play
ability. Several times, he came
up with huge first down catches
when the Horses were in third
and long or fourth down situ-
ations. His ability to come up
with a big kick helped Barnwell
many times. He was selected

Photo Courtesy: Kyle Dawson / The Aiken Standard

as the Region Wide Receiver
of the Year. Pender played in
both the GA/SC Border Bowl
and the NC/SC Carolina Bowl
all-star games. He was selected
as All-State at wide receiver and
defensive back.

Clay signed to play at Ers-
kine College as a wide receiver/
athlete and his favorite War-
horse memory was the before
mentioned interception against
Philip Simmons.

Maurice Odom was the lead-
er of the Warhorse defense,
playing middle linebacker.
Odom led the team in tackles
the last two seasons. Odom was
one of the top tacklers in the
state over the last two seasons
with more than 250 tackles.
He always had a nose for the
ball and disrupted many plays
by hurrying the quarterback,
making tackles for losses, caus-
ing fumbles, and not allowing
opponents to run the ball inside
on aregular basis. Maurice was
very valuable on special teams
and blocked several punts and
field goals. Maurice was se-
lected All-State at linebacker
and played in the GA/SC Border
Bowl all-star game.

Odom signed to play line-

backer at Limestone University.

Jaden James is another ver-
satile player who starred at
linebacker, but was a playmaker
on special teams, and played
tight end and half back on of-
fense. Jaden is another athlete
that has a nose for finding the
football. He had 100 tackles and
broke up many pass plays by
both rushing and pressuring
the quarterback or by dropping
in coverage. He was a hard hit-
ter who could separate the ball
from an opponent with a big hit.
Jaden was a two-time All-State
player and was defensive MVP.
He played in the GA/SC Border
Bowl, where he barely came off
the field. His favorite Warhorse
memory was going undefeated
during the regular season his
senior year.

Jaden signed with Limestone
University to play Linebacker
and will major in Sports Man-
agement.

All four of these young men
were team leaders, selected All-
Region, named to All-State, and
selected to play in post-season
all-star games. Good luck to
Tyler, Clay, Maurice, and Jaden
as you take your game to the
college level.

Blackville-Hilda wrestling ends
regular season on high note

Coach James Kelly and the Blackville-Hilda Hawks wrestling team is preparing for the State Individual tournaments.
See BLACKVILLE WRESTLING on 2B
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JDA girls hammer Holly Hill
Academy 42-20

JDA’s Anna Haskins has played well for the Raiders.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

The Jefferson Davis
Academy girls basketball
team traveled to Holly Hill
last Friday, February 3 to
face Holly Hill Academy
in the battle of the Raid-
ers. The JDA Raiders came
out on top of the Holly
Hill Academy Raiders by
a score of 42-20, to give
JDA the Raiders bragging
rights.

Jefferson Davis’ Emma
Craig led the Raiders with
12 points, 10 rebounds,
and 4 blocked shots.
Cheyenne Sands added
11 points. Peyton Hutto
had 9 points and Anna
Haskins added 8 points.
JDA dominated on both
ends of the court in the
lopsided 42-20 game.

“This was a huge win.

We play Charleston Col-
legiate this upcoming Fri-
day the 10th and if we win
by 15 points, which is very
obtainable, will be region
champs,” said JDA coach
Larry Johnson.

He continued saying, “I
really think we can make
a deep run in the playoffs.
We have a special group
of young ladies that go
into every game believ-
ing they can win. Anna
Haskins has been doing
really well lately leading
the team. She does all
the dirty work. The little
things that don’t show
up in the stat sheet but
help us win games. Emma
Craig keeps dominating
her opponents. She’s the
queen of double doubles.
Peyton Hutto has been
shooting the 3-ball very
well lately making 2-3
every game. Coach Shawn

Photos By:Kathy Googe

(Howze) and I call this
team our Cinderella team
because they sure are
special.”

Come out and support
the Raiders Friday night as
they try to win the region
championship. Coach
Johnson said, “Having
the support from the com-
munity will play a big part
in the game on the 10th.
We're asking everyone to
wear white to represent
the white jerseys the raid-
ers will be wearing.”

JEFFERSON DAVIS ACADEMY
D

HOTGUN

Contributed / [DA

ERS

Croft, Samuel Johnson and Mason
Wilson will compete for SCDNR
State Skeet Championship as well
as the SCISA State Championship
for Senior Varsity School division.
Fischer Robinson, Aiden Rutland
and Tristan Whittle will compete
for SCDNR State Skeet Champi-
onship as well as the SCISA State
Championship for Middle School

The Jefferson Davis Academy
Shotgun Raiders will compete this
weekend for six state champion-
ships.

On Friday, February 10, Logan
Croft, Samuel Johnson and Mason
Wilson will compete for SCDNR
State Trap Championship as well

as the SCISA State Championship division.
for Senior Varsity School division. Congratulations to the Shotgun
On Saturday, February 11, Logan Raiders.

Barnwell wrestling gearing up for
State Individual Tournament

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Blackville-Hilda
wrestling ends regular
season on high note

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

he Blackville-Hilda
Hawks wrestling
team traveled to Pelion
for a four-team match
with Barnwell, Brookla-
nd-Cayce, and Pelion on
Tuesday, January 31, in
what coach James Kelly
described as “...a won-
derful end to the regular
season.” Blackville had
five wrestlers win at least
two of their three matches.
For a small team, thatis an
impressive showing.
Blackville had two
wrestlers finish the night
without a loss, each going
3-0 and collecting wins
over Pelion, Barnwell, and
Brookland-Cayce. Ziran
Loadholt looked strong
and finished 3-0 in the 170
Ib. division, while team-
mate Stevie Jones also had
a perfect night, going 3-0
in the 180 Ib. weight class.
The Hawks had three
other wrestlers who fin-
ished 2-1 on the night.
Omari Jenkins had wins
over Pelion and Barnwell
in the Heavyweight class.

FROM PAGE 1B

Eric Mullah recorded
wins over Pelion and BC
in the 123 Ib. classification.
Keith Richardson earned
wins over Pelion and BC
in the 105 Ib. weight class.

Coach Kelly was very
pleased with how the sea-
son progressed for his
first-year program, but
now turns his attention to
the State Individual Tour-
nament. Wrestlers will
compete in state qualify-
ing matches Friday and
Saturday, February 17
and 18, at North Central
High School in Kershaw.
Winners will advance
to the State Individual
Tournament the follow-
ing weekend, Friday and
Saturday, February 24 and
25, at the Anderson Sports
and Entertainment Center
in Anderson.

“I have high hopes en-
tering the tournament
and I think we will be do-
ing really well there this
year,” said Coach Kelly.

Good luck to the Black-
ville-Hilda Hawks wres-
tling team as they get
ready for the qualifiers
and hopefully State Indi-
vidual Tournament.

The Barnwell High
School Warhorse wrestling
team competed in their
final regular season contest
at Pelion on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 31.

The four-team match
included Barnwell, Pelion,
Blackville-Hilda, and
Brookland-Cayce. Several
Barnwell wrestlers record-
ed wins at the contest.

Against Brookland-
Cayce, Josh Carrillo in the
152 1b. weight class, de-
feated his opponent in a
12-5 decision. LaKota Scott,
usually in the 195 Ib. weight
class, wrestled up a class
and pinned the BC 220
pounder early in the second
period.

Against Blackville Josh,
LaKota and Dustin Jones
from the heavyweight class
would all pin their oppo-
nents. This was Dustin’s
first career pin, which came
just 18 seconds into the first
period off of a double leg
takedown.

Against Pelion, Coehn
Kinard in the 160 Ib. weight
class and LaKota would
earn their pins in the 1Ist
period. Kaleb Wilson in
the 170 lb. weight class
would wrestle up a class
against the Panthers’” 182
pounder and earn his first
career pin in the first pe-
riod.

Coach William Barnes
has been happy with his
young team’s progress, but
said, “The team will now
focus on the individual
state tournament with the
qualifying rounds to begin

Barnwell’s Josh Carrillo defeated his opponent from Brookland-Cayce.
Photo By: Brian Wilson

on February 17.” continue to work hard. North Central High School,
Several individuals have Best wishes to the Barn- next Friday and Saturday,
the opportunity to do well well Warhorses as they February 17 and 18.

in the tournament if they prepare for qualifying at
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Until Feb. 14

Gift Basket Fundraiser
Cruz Lancaster, grandson of
Cindy and Glen Lancaster
of Barnwell, is battling
HLH (an aggressive and
life-threatening immune
condition. A gift basket
worth $500 will be raffled
off to raise money.

Tickets are $5 each and
available at Palmetto Styles
beside Barnwell Post
Office. Winner’s name will
be drawn on Valentine’s
Day, Feb. 14. For more
information, call Cindy at
803-671-0332.

Through Apr. 15
File your taxes for FREE

with the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
Program. In Bamberg
County at Vorhees College,
481 Porter Dr., Denmark.
St. James Bldg., Computer
Lab A, Thurs. 3-6pm.

Feb. 2-Apr. 13

In Barnwell County at
Blackville Community
Development Corp., 5983
Lartigue St., Blackville.
Tues. 5:30-7pm, Fri.
|0am-3pm. Sat. [0am-4pm
(appointment only, call 803-
284-0735) Feb. 3-Apr. 15

Feb. 10
Daddy/Daughter Dance
Hosted by the City

of Barnwell’s Parks &
Recreation Dept. Barnwell
Elementary School

(10524 Marlboro Ave.,
Barnwell). Cost: $30

per couple, $10 for each
additional child (includes
meal). Pre-registration is
required. Space is limited.
Register online at www.
cityofbarnwell.com/parks-
and-recreation/special-

events or Barnwell City Hall.
Friday, 6-8pm

Feb. 10

Pancake Fundraiser

All you can eat pancake
supper benefiting the
Williston-Elko High School
Lady Blue Devils softball
team. Winfield Heights
Baptist Church gym. Adults
$10, Children 12 & under $5
Friday, 6-8pm

Feb. 11

Valentine’s Banquet
Friendship Baptist Church,
Barnwell, will have a
Church-Wide Valentine’s
Banquet. Everyone is
invited. 6pm

Feb. 11

Williston Basketball
Camp

The Williston Recreation
and Activities Committee
will host a free basketball
camp for boys and girls
(ages 5-11) featuring former
WEHS and Virginia State
player Tierra Richberg.
Williston-Elko High School
gym. For more info and

to pre-register: email
alysonhcollins@gmail.com.
Friday, Ilam-3pm

Feb. 15-17 & 20
Williston Spring Sports
Registration

Registration for the Town
of Williston’s recreation
department will take place
at Coach Hewitt’s office at
Williston Town Hall. Cost
is $35. Birth certificate
required. Ages: T-Ball, ages
4-6 (cannot turn 7 before
May 1); Coaches Pitch, ages
7-9 (cannot turn 10 before
May 1); Williston Majors
(baseball), ages 10-12

(cannot be 13 before May [)
4-6pm

Feb. 17, 18, 19, 24,

25, 26
“Clown Car” Play

Circle Theatre of
Barnwell

325 Academy St., Barnwell
A murder mystery comedy.
Tickets are $15 in advance
or $20 at the door. Tickets
will be on sale at The People-
Sentinel office (222 Main
Street, Barnwell) starting
Feb. 6.

February 17, 18, 24

& 25 at 7pm

Feb. 19 & 26 at 3pm

Feb. 18

Warhorse Baseball
BBQ Fundraiser

BBQ sandwich plates
(sandwich, slaw, chips,
cookie, and drink for $8).
Proceeds benefit Barnwell
Warhorse baseball.
Pickup Saturday from
Ilam to 2pm at John Hall
Field. Pre-order or just
show up. Delivery available
around town if needed.

March 11

Varina Beauvoir Gun
Raffle

Two winners. Only 200
tickets to be sold. Drawing
on March I1. Donation

of $50. Proceeds benefit
Jefferson Davis Academy.

Feb. 28
Aiken-Barnwell Mental
Health Center Board of
Director Meeting

Please call 803-508-7886
for more information.
Tues. 5:30pm via Teams

DIG ANNUAL BASREBALL TOURNAMET
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WILLISTON-ELKO HIGH
GYMNASIUM

10-12 YRS OLD
13-15 YRS OLD

16 YRS OLD AND UP

« 3PT CONTEST
« RAFFLES & GIVEAWAYS

« AND MORE

12233 MAIN 5T, WILLISTON, SC 29853
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To promote your event,

email the information to

drichardson@thepeoplesentinel.com

or fax it to (803) 259-2703.

Barnwell Library Events

Feb. 9

Friends ofthe Libraries of
Barnwell County Meeting
Barnwell County Public
Library Community Room
Thurs., Ipm

ADULTS

Potluck Book Club
Tues., Feb. 28

We will be discussing
Becoming by Michelle Obama.
4pm

TWEENS/TEENS
BlackPanther TriviaNight
Thurs., Feb. 16

Bring a friend or a cool
parent and show how much
you know about Black
Panther and the kingdom he
rules. The top two teams
will win a prize. Play as a
group of two or on your
own. Register between

Feb. Ist and Feb. 13th at the
front desk. 5-6pm

CHILDREN

Ages 3 and Up
Valentine Light Craft
Wed., Feb. 8

Paint a wooden light up
table decoration for your

favorite valentine. 4-5pm

Ages 3 and Up
African Inspired Pasta

Jewelry

Wed., Feb. 22

Paint and make your own
pasta jewelry with African
inspired colors and designs.
4:30-5:30pm

VIRTUAL STORY TIME
Thurs., Feb. 9 & 23
Videos will be posted on
Facebook at Ilam

STORY TIME

at the Library
Thurs., Feb. 16
Children’s Room llam

HEALTH & WELLNESS
CLINIC

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH, 2023 FROM 10AM - 1PM
BLACKVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER

19464 SOLOMON BLATT AVE, BLACKVILLE, 5C 98T
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315 Chester Strest
Williston, SC 29853
IPM - TPM
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Brandt Bullding
398 Barnwell Road
Allendale, 5C 29810

3PM - TPM

Blackville Community Center
18464 Soloman Blatt Ave.

Blackville, 5C 29817
SAM - 12 PM

(A AR R R AR RN

Barnwell National Guard Armory

10233 Marlboro Ave.

Barnwell, 5C 29812
SAM -12 PM

Santee Family Development Center

210 Municipal Way
Santee, 5C 29142
IPM - TPM

GESSESAREREFEEEEREEREEEES

45 Green Strest
Denmark, SC 29042
2aM- 12PM

5t. Matthews Christian Center
791 S5t Matthews Road
St Matthews, 5C 29135

SAM - 12PM

James "Pete" Hagood Learning Center

719 Magnolia Street
Hampton, SC 28524
3PM - TPM

Local Directory

Barnwell Library

40 Burr St., Barnwell
(803) 259-3612
Hours of Operation
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
10am-6pm
Thurs
10am-7pm
Sat
[0am-2pm

Blackville Library

Hours of Operation
19420 Solomon Blatt
Ave., Blackville
(803) 284-2295
Mon, Tues, Thurs
I0am-Ipm
2pm-6pm

Williston Library

Hours of Operation
5121 Springfield Rd.,
Williston
(803) 621-6000
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
[0am-Ipm
2pm-6pm

MUSEUMS

Barnwell Museum
9426 Marlboro Ave.,
Barnwell
Tues, Wed, Thurs
Noon-4pm
Self-guided tours are
offered
Register at the office
building
(803) 259-1916

Blackville Museum
655 Main Street, Blackville
Open by appointment only

until further notice.
Please call (803) 284-3267
to schedule a visit.

BLACKVILLE

SENIOR CENTER

Mondays-Fridays
Golden Retreat Activity Center
(59 Callahan Circle, Blackville)

803-219-7056

. Winfield Heights Baptist Church EYB 1

APPLY FOR
PUBLIC
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Child Care
Scholarship |

1
LEARN 0
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Savannah River Nuclear Solutions
HIRING EVENT

Blackville Community Center

Thursday, February 23, 2023

2pm-6:30 pm
Registration required; to register contact HRRecruiting@srs.gov

SKILLS NEEDED: - Electronic & Instrumentation Mechanics
» Maintenance Mechanics » Radiological Control Inspectors
» Production Operators = Apprentices « And anyone else with
hands-on industrial, facility, or operations experience




