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Ulmer man 
charged in 
fatal wreck

A three-car collision on 
Highway 300 left two dead, 
one charged, and several injured 
on the evening of Friday, Jan. 20. 
This marked the county’s first 
traffic fatality this year.  

Michael Kearse Mathias Jr., 
26, of Ulmer, was charged with 
two counts of felony driving 
under the influence resulting 
in death by a magistrate judge 
in Barnwell County on Jan. 23. 

Brandon Davis ,  37 ,  of 
Springfield, Ga. was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the Jan. 20 
accident, and Hunter Scharber, 
27, of Bamberg died from injuries 
at Augusta University Medical 
Center the following night. 

Shortly after the time of the 
accident, “a search warrant 
was conducted for the blood” 
of Mathias to later confirm 
inebriation, according to the 
arrest warrant.

Near Allens Chapel Road 
in Ulmer at 8:30 p.m., three 
vehicles were traveling east: 
a 2015 Chevy Equinox SUV 
driven by a 54-year-old female 
from Ulmer in front, a 2015 
Ford F-250 with a 26-year-old 
female driver from Fairfax and 
a 26-year-old male passenger 
from Sycamore in the middle, 
and a 2015 Ford F-150 containing 
five people in the rear. 

When the F-250 went to pass 
the Chevy Equinox, so did the 
F-150. This resulted in the F-150 
colliding with the F-250 which 
subsequently hit the Chevy 
Equinox. 

The F-150 then ran off the 
right side of the roadway and 
overturned, hitting a tree in the 
process. 

The People-Sent ine l  has 
received varying accounts of 

the sequence of events, and the 
case is still being investigated 
b y  t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
Highway Patrol’s (SCHP) 
Multidisciplinary Accident 
Investigation Team (MAIT). 
This is the sequence of events 
that was relayed by the SCHP 
Victim’s Advocate at Mathias’ 
bond hearing on Jan. 23.

In the F-150 were f ive 
individuals: Mathias, who 
was the driver, his 20-year-old 
brother, Drake, 36-year-old 
Justin Carrigan from Georgia, 
Davis, and Scharber. 

The driver and passenger of 
the F-250 and the driver of the 
Chevy Equinox both sustained 
minor injuries that were treated 
at the scene. 

Mathias sustained a broken 
cheek and nose, several broken 
ribs, over 40 stitches and staples 
in his face, various cuts, and a 
lacerated kidney.

According to the SCHP 
Victim’s Advocate at Mathias’ 
bond hearing, Davis, Scharber, 
and Carrigan were ejected from 
the vehicle. 

The SCHP Victim’s Advocate 
continued to explain how the 
evening transpired; Carrigan 
sent a text to Davis asking him 

Victim's advocate Brenda O'Berry (left) comforts Crystal Williamson as she asks for justice in the 2019 

death of her son Kaleb while defendant James Anthony Smith (right, background) and his attorney 

Erin O'Neal Gaddy listen.   Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Smith pleads guilty 
to reckless homicide 
in 2019 fatal wreck

Barnwell, 

Blackville 

wrestlers compete,

Sports, B1Sports, B1

Tears filled the courtroom 
as one family sought jus-

tice and another sought leni-
ency. 

James Anthony Smith, 33, 
of Aiken, pleaded guilty on 
Monday, Jan. 23 to reckless ho-
micide in the death of 15-year-
old Kaleb Hinckley. On June 
22, 2019, Smith was driving 
home when he crashed into the 
vehicle occupied by Hinckley 
and his brother Gabriel. Kaleb 
died at the scene while Gabriel 
was injured.

“If I could change those 15 
seconds, I would,” said a tearful 
Smith of the actions leading up 
to the fatal crash.

Deputy Solicitor David Miller 
of the Second Judicial Circuit 

explained both Hinckley and 
Smith’s vehicles were traveling 
west on Highway 278 near Chi-
naberry Road when the wreck 
occurred. Gabriel Hinckley 
was attempting to turn left on 
Chinaberry to go home when 
Smith, who was two cars be-
hind, passed another vehicle 
on a double yellow line. This re-
sulted in Smith crashing into the 
driver’s side door of Hinckley’s 
truck, causing it to overturn and 
the roof to be crushed in. This 
account was backed up by con-
sistent stories from other driv-
ers who witnessed the wreck. 

The S.C. Highway Patrol 
investigated the wreck and 
determined the approximate 
speeds of the two vehicles at the 
time of the wreck – 16 miles per 
hour for Hinckley’s truck and 54 
miles per hour for Smith’s SUV. 
However, Miller said Smith’s 
pre-impact speed was calcu-

lated to be 73 miles per hour.
“There is no evidence he was 

impaired,” said Miller of Smith, 
who was examined at the scene 
by law enforcement. “It appears 
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'The Well' builds community one person at time  

All the food was long gone 
before the official grand open-
ing of The Well on January 17. 

The Well is a multipurpose 
room meant to help the com-
munity from food giveaways to 
resume building and coined its 
name from ‘the well’ of resourc-
es this building will provide to 
Barnwell County residents.  

While the community pantry 
and collaborative space was 
set to open at 11 a.m., the food 
giveaway started hours earlier 
when cars began to line up at 
the Jackson Street location. 

Based on the volume of peo-
ple who attended The Well on its 
first day, organizers were able to 
gauge how to proceed moving 
forward. 

“We’ve learned a lot from 

this experience on how we can 
change and do better next time. 
I definitely see the need this is 
filling in the community,” said 
Jessica Bradshaw, member of the 
HEALing Partners coalition and 
contributing force in bringing 
The Well to fruition alongside 
creator and visionary, Pam 

McKnight. 
“This is Pam McKnight’s 

brainchild, and I am honored 
that she asked me to come along 
and help her develop this,” said 
Bradshaw. 

“God blessed me to link arms 
with Jessica, and Jessica brought 
in Dawn Snead and some other 

partners, and so together we 
were able to push it through,” 
said McKnight. “This is a dream 
come true.” 

McKnight had an idea to cre-
ate a facility like The Well all 
her life. She envisioned a hub 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

See THE WELL, 12A

Pam McKnight, director of The Well, cuts the ribbon at the grand opening. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Michael Kearse Mathias Jr.

Crystal Williamson hugs her son 

Kaleb in this undated photo.

Hours of 

Operation

Monday through 

Thursday 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

First and third Friday 

of each month 

9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

"The Well" is located at 

1644 Jackson Street,

Barnwell
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The gavel was passed 
to newly-seated Chair-
man Jerry Creech at the 
Jan. 10 Barnwell County 
Council meeting.

Councilman Harold 
B u c k m o n  s e r v e d  a s 
chairman until the seat’s 
two-year rotation at the 
beginning of 2023, and 
was presented a plaque 
honoring his continued 
service to the county in 
this position. 

Counci lman Daniel 
Alexander, Councilman 
David Kenner, and Coun-
cilman Buckmon were 
all sworn in by Barnwell 
County’s Clerk of Court, 
Rhonda McElveen, af-
ter being re-elected to 
the council in November 
2022. 

Hospital Pension Plan 
The council approved 

a $1 million contribution 
to the Barnwell County 
Hospital Pension Fund to 
keep the promises made 
by previous councils to 
former hospital employ-
ees. 

Councilman Alexander 
broke down the ways he 
and the finance commit-
tee have been working 
over the past year to con-
tinue the commitments 
made to former employ-
ees of the Southern Pal-
metto Hospital who are 
under the hospital pen-
sion plan. 

Although the Barnwell 
County Hospital Retire-
ment Plan is currently 
fully funded, it is funded 
on an as needed basis by 
the county. The finance 
committee alongside a 
team from McGriff In-
surance Services worked 
to figure out a funding 
plan that would benefit 
pensioners. 

Through coordination 
with treasurer Sandra 
Cochran and the county’s 
financial team, it has been 
determined that a $1 mil-
lion contribution to the 
pension fund needs to 
be made from the general 
fund. 

Councilman Alexander 
described this as the “first 
step in creating a sustain-
able pension plan for the 
former employees.”

This  wi l l  not  on ly 
show the dedication of 
the county to live up to 
the commitments made 
by previous councils, 
but maintain the pension 
fund. 

When Southern Pal-
metto Hospital closed 
abruptly in January 2016, 
it left an entire staff of 
medical personnel with-

out jobs.  The facil i ty 
closed due to a decline 
in patients and financial 
despair after serving the 
community for over 60 
years as the only hospital 
in the county. 

Museum Board 
The Barnwell Coun-

ty Museum Board has 
faced upheaval in recent 
months with the remov-
al and reappointment 
of various members. At 
the December 13, 2022 
county council meeting, 
Porter Claytor spoke to 
the council regarding 
his termination from the 
board. 

“Since I was not af-
forded any reasonable 
explanation for my being 
fired from the museum 
board I would like to go 
on record in an effort to 
leave some honor in my 
name,” said Claytor at 
the meeting. 

During public com-
ment, Claytor detailed 
his short and confusing 
time on the board under 
the leadership of former 
chairman Milton Harden.

Claytor became aware 
the museum had $80,000 
of alleged unspent funds, 
and he began to inquire 
why it was not used for 
the building’s needed 
renovations when he 
joined. 

The museum has been 
stalled in a couple proj-
ects over the past years. 
The projects have con-
tinued to slow down 
due to supply chain is-
sues from the pandemic 
which led to complica-
tions with contractors. 
This has been discussed 
by Harden and council 
members at past commit-
tee and county council 
meetings. 

“I respectfully ask of 
the council what the con-
cerns were, who actu-
ally had them, and why 
was the museum’s health 

not taken into consider-
ation,” said Claytor of his 
removal.

According to Clay-
tor, he was informed by 
County Administrator 
Tim Bennett via email 
there was, “concern that 
included the way Board 
Chairman Milton Harden 
had been treated.”

In his statement, Clay-
tor found this situation to 
be “an injustice more to 
the county than myself,” 
and “proof the 'Good-
Ole-Boy' network that 
does not care for fairness 
or truth.” 

Harden served the mu-
seum board from 2019 
until his resignation in 
late 2022. Harden stepped 
down from this position 
after navigating supply 
chain and communica-
tion issues on the various 
renovation projects. 

After his resignation, 
Harden was open to re-
joining the board in the 
future provided there is 
clarity and communica-
tion from the county. 

“The museum board, 
once  chaired by Mr. 
Harden, and the museum 
staff of Ms. Harber and 
Ms. Geter have guided 
the museum through 
rough financial times and 

through the challenges 
of renovating portions 
of the museum building 
that need work,” said 
Administrator Bennett. 
“It has been an ongoing 
challenge to renovate 
portions of the building 
due to the lack of suf-
ficient funding and the 
impact of the current 
economic times where 
there’s been difficulty 
f inding construct ion 
contractors. From the 
county staff’s perspec-
tive, we would welcome 
Mr. Harden back to the 
museum board anytime.”

At the Jan. 10 meet-
ing, Chairman Creech 
appointed Harden back 
to the museum board 
as a member. The mu-
seum board will elect its 
next chairman at a future 
meeting. 

Recreation 
Pam Rush, director of 

the Axis I Center, pro-
vided an update on the 
four upcoming pickleball 
courts at the Barnwell 
County YMCA. 

The county Recreation 
Commission, which Rush 
is a member of, recom-
mended the contract be 
signed with Terra Ex-
cavating, LLC, of Au-
gusta, Ga., for a tentative 

$230,000 to construct the 
courts. 

Rush explained the 
c o m m i s s i o n  r e c o m -
mended this company 
to the council for ap-
p r o va l  b e c a u s e  t h e y 
asked detailed questions 
and provided thorough 
feedback of the project. 
Council approved this 
contract based on the 
commission’s  recom-
mendation. 

The cost of this court 
construction is coming 
from grant funding pro-
vided by Axis I Center 
and partners. 

A geotechnical survey 
is planned to be conduct-
ed to determine the best 
location at the YMCA for 
the courts. This survey 
will look at the physi-
cal characteristics of the 
ground and based on 
the results, may raise or 
lower the predicted cost 
of $230,000. 

Councilman Kenner 
inquired about the pick-
leball courts coming to 
Blackville, and Rush said 
Blackville courts will be 
the next to be tackled. 
A separate contract for 
these courts will have to 
be sought and the recre-
ation commission hopes 
it can be accomplished 
by Terra Excavating, LLC. 

Chairman Creech also 
detailed some other new 
facets  coming to  the 
YMCA such as an ad-
ditional sidewalk at the 
main gate as well as a 
pool cover. 

$70,000 has already 
been donated toward the 
fundraiser to get a pool 
cover. This cover would 
allow students involved 
in the emerging swim-
ming team at Barnwell 
High School to use the 
pool year round. 

Chairman Creech also 
expressed interest in re-
vamping Barnwell Coun-
ty’s state park during 

his time as chairman to 
attract more visitors and 
better serve residents. 

Landfill 
The Solid Waste En-

gineering contract was 
awarded to LaBella Asso-
ciates of North Charles-
ton for projects at the 
county landfill and other 
related projects. 

LaBella Associates was 
one of three companies 
who responded. 

Fees with respect to 
each project will be deter-
mined in the proposal for 
the specific project. 

Retail Strategies 
Retail Strategies is a 

nationwide company that 
works with municipali-
ties to increase economic 
development and ener-
gize downtown revital-
ization. 

The company creat-
ed a proposal to bring 
their services to Barnwell 
County in 2023 and 2024 
through partnerships 
with local municipalities 
and agencies. 

The goal is to foster 
new development in the 
retail sector in the cities 
of Blackville, Barnwell, 
and Williston with the 
financial assistance and 
support of the Barnwell 
Economic Development 
Commission (Barnwell 
EDC), Southern Palmetto 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, SouthernCar-
olina Alliance, and Barn-
well County. 

Councilman Alexander 
expressed at the council 
meeting that the finance 
committee felt it was a 
good program to sup-
port. 

The proposed invest-
ment per year for 2023 
and 2024 differs for each 
organization involved. 
These numbers and part-
nership are not final-
ized as this is a proposal, 
and has not yet been 
approved by all councils 
involved. 

The Barnwell EDC is 
tentatively set to invest 
$20,000, Barnwell County 
is set to invest $10,000, 
the City of Barnwell is 
requested for $5,000, and 
both towns of Willis-
ton and Blackville are 
planned to invest $2,500 
each. 

The total contract cost 
is $40,000 per year, and 
municipalities can use 
funding from the federal 
American Rescue Plan 
Act for these services if 
they choose to work with 
Retail Strategies. 

The effort is to solicit 
30 retailers, restaurants, 
brokers and/or develop-
ers each year to market 
retail opportunities with-
in the county at large. 

County contributes $1 million to hospital pension plan
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

HealthWise Family Practice Is Proud To Welcome 

SHENIKA CARTER, C.N.P. 
Shenika earned her graduate degree 
at Chamberlain College of Nursing in 
Illinois. She has over 15 years of ex-
perience in the medical field, that 
expands into primary care, medical 
surgical nursing, critical care, and 
long-term care experience.  
 
Shenika was born and raised in Wil-
liston. She enjoys engaging members 
of the community to bring awareness 
to preventive health.   
 
Her motto is “Health is wealth.”  
Knowing that whether it's rainy or 
sunny outside, annual physicals and 
preventative health is very important 
to living a healthy life.  

Accepting new patients starting January 2023.  

HealthWise Family Practice 
154 Wren Street, Barnwell, SC  

Call  803-259-3399  
to schedule an appointment! 

Barnwell County Clerk of Court Rhonda McElveen administers the oath of office to newly-elected councilmen (from left) 
David Kenner, Daniel Alexander, and Harold Buckmon at the Jan. 10 council meeting. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am to 5:30 pm 

Sat. 8:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Like our Facebook page to find daily specials! 

Come see us today! 

You Could Be Picking 
Fruit  This Summer! 

Our Container  
Grown Fruit Trees  

are 5-6’ Tall! 
Apples | Blackberries | Blueberries | Figs  
Fruit Cocktail—multiple fruits on one tree 

Grapes/Muscadine Vines | Nectarines  

Peaches | Pears | Pecans  
Plums | Pomegranates  

New Chairman Jerry Creech (left) shakes hands with 
outgoing chairman Harold Buckmon at the beginning of 
the Jan. 10 Barnwell County Council meeting. 
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Golden Retreat Activity Center celebrates eight 
years of serving Blackville's senior citizens 

Golden Retreat Ac-
tivity Senior Cen-

ter in Blackville celebrat-
ed eight years of serving 
seniors and the life of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
on the morning of Janu-
ary 18. 

After the introduction 
of the special guests – 
lifesize cardboard cutouts 
of Barack and Michelle 
Obama – the festivities 
began. 

Ethel Faust, executive 
director of Generations 
Unlimited (GU), wel-
comed those in atten-
dance who she refers to as 
‘seasoned citizens’ rather 
than senior citizens in 
respect to their wealth of 
knowledge and experi-
ence. 

"Seniors today are not 
the seniors of yesterday,” 
said Faust at the Black-
ville Town Council meet-
ing held the evening prior 
to the anniversary event. 

At  the  anniversary 
event, bingo numbers 
were called, cornhole 
bags were tossed, and 
concentration was played 
by all participating for a 
prize of household goods 
and/or cleaning supplies. 

Aside from a guest ap-
pearance from the card-
board versions of the 
Obamas, multiple guest 
speakers shared their ap-
preciation for the center 
at the event. 

“It makes me feel good 
in my heart  that  the 
school district has given 
back to the community 

and there is a place for 
y’all to come,” said David 
Corder, Interim Director 
of Operations at Barnwell 
County Consolidated 
School District (BCCSD). 
“My heart has always 
been with Blackville, and 
I am so glad that y’all are 
enjoying this facility.”

Corder  remembers 
when the fate of the build-
ing that now houses the 
senior center was being 
decided, and even when 
it was donated to the dis-
trict under former super-
intendent Andy Sandifer 
in the early 2000s. 

Golden Retreat Activity 
Senior Center was estab-

lished in January 2015 
with the goal to provide 
programming and servic-
es for the county’s elders. 
However, the building 
located at 59 Callahan 
Circle in Blackville was 
not always used for such. 

“The former director 
asked if I would go before 
the school board to speak 
on Generations Unlim-
ited’s behalf to ask to use 
this building at the school 
board meeting, and it 
was approved,” said 
Gwendolyn Littlejohn, 
chairperson of Blackville 
Downtown Development 
Association. 

Once the building was 

in the hands of GU and 
partners like the Low-
er Savannah Council of 
Governments (LSCOG) 
Department of Human 
Services, programming 
for seasoned seniors was 
established. 

Blackville native Ju-
dith “Judy” Richburg 
is the new director of 
regional aging programs 
at LSCOG, and reminded 
everyone of the impor-
tance of speaking your 
needs into existence. 

“We are going to pro-
phetically say these are 
the things that will be 
here,” said Richburg.  
“Remember that Martin 

Luther King Day is a day 
to reflect on the progress 
that has already been 
made and the progress 
in the works, we’re still 
working on it. Remem-
ber his legacy and con-
tinue his fight, which is 
our fight, because he was 
fighting for us.” 

Richburg reminded the 
seasoned seniors in the 
crowd that their needs 
and wants mattered, and 
encouraged them to ex-
press these feelings to 
people who can enact di-
rect change, like Mayor of 
Blackville, Ronnie Pernell. 

“I was saying to myself, 
‘Who are the most impor-

tant people in Blackville?’ 
and it’s the seniors,” said 
Mayor Pernell. “You all 
have wisdom, you have 
lived life, you have ac-
complished things our 
young folks need.” 

“Our young folks are 
getting lost, and we can't 
get them back without 
the seniors,” said Mayor 
Pernell. “Whatever we 
can do from the Town 
of Blackville, just let us 
know.”

Mayor Pernell, Corder, 
and Faust are all looking 
forward to partaking in 
fun events at the Golden 
Retreat Activity Senior 
Center when they each 
reach the age to be consid-
ered a seasoned citizen. 

“Hopefully I’ll be join-
ing y’all,” said Corder. “I 
can’t wait to play bingo.” 

Golden Retreat Activ-
ity Senior Center plans 
to be a part of the push 
to increase services in 
Blackville such as more 
Local Motion drivers 
to bring seniors both to 
and from the center. Also 
implementing a grant to 
provide pet care to se-
niors who own animals 
in partnership with Dr. 
Shannan Miller at Dog-
wood Animal Hospital. 

The Golden Retreat Ac-
tivity Senior Center is 
open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

For more information 
on the Golden Retreat 
Activity Senior Center 
or to get involved with 
the many activities and 
programs offered, call 
(803) 219-7056 or visit 
‘Blackville Senior Center’ 
on Facebook. 

Several guest speakers helped the Golden Retreat Activity Center celebrate eight years of service to the 

community's seniors, including (from left) Judith Richburg from Lower Savannah Council of Governments, 

David Corder from the Barnwell County Consolidated School District, Ethel Faust from Generations Unlimited, 

and Blackville Mayor Ronnie Pernell.  

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

“You all have wisdom, you have lived life, you have 
accomplished things our young folks need." 

- Blackville Mayor Ronnie Pernell,
on the importance and impact of the town's senior citizens

Blackville seniors enjoy food and activities at the anniversary celebration for the 

Golden Retreat Activity Center on January 18. Bingo is a popular activity at Blackville's senior center. 

70 runners and a couple of four-legged contestants registered for the Barnwell 
County Family YMCA’s 7th Annual Reindeer Run on Saturday, December 17 at 

Lake Edgar Brown in Barn-
well. Many of which were 
dressed in festive holiday 
sweaters. 

Due to this many runners, 
the YMCA was able to raise 
$1200 toward their Annual 
Campaign for 2022, which 
completes the fundraiser goal 
for this year. 

The race began by the lake 
side of Mr. B’s and spanned 
across the walking bridge at 
the lake. As runners crossed 
Wellington Rd., a Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Deputy mon-
itored traffic and Sheriff Steve 
Griffith cheered on runners 
alongside YMCA staff. 

70 race in Reindeer Run 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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AG-0003364030-01

Birmingham, Alabama attorney Robert Norris helps injured claimants, nationwide, collect cash benefits from Asbestos Trusts. “No represen-
tation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

MILLIKEN

BARNWELL PLANT
If you worked at the Milliken Barnwell plant before 

1982, you may have been exposed to asbestos.  You could be entitled to 
multiple cash settlements from special asbestos trusts.

If you have been diagnosed with lung cancer (even if you 
are a smoker) or another cancer, or know someone who died from 

one of these cancers, call

CANCER: LUNG, THROAT, COLON

1-800-478-9578
Free Claims

 Analysis

getnorris.com/asb

Nationwide Service

The Lower Savan-
n a h  C o u n c i l  o f 

Governments (LSCOG) 
held their annual Needs 
Assessment for the six 
counties in the region 
to discuss issues com-
munity members want to 
prioritize. However, no 
one showed up to share 
their ideas at Barnwell 
County’s event. 

The Barnwell County 
Council Chambers were 
vacant on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17 aside from LSCOG 
Community & Economic 
Development Projects 
Manager Brooke Mor-
ris, Clerk to Council and 
Administrative Assistant 
Martha Thompson, and 

The People-Sentinel. 
“The LSCOG conducts 

annual needs assessment 
for each of the six coun-
ties in the region as a 
requirement of the South 
Carolina Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program. CDBG 
provides grants to eligi-
ble non-entitlement local 
governments for a variety 
of projects. The purpose 
of the needs assessment 
is to seek citizen input 
on community needs and 
prioritize those needs,” 
said Morris. 

Morris was prepared 
to hold a forum allow-
ing citizens to voice their 
concerns on housing, 
public safety, infrastruc-
ture, public facilities, 
economic development, 
workforce development, 
and neighborhood revi-
talization. 

“The lack of  atten-
dance at these events 
does not prevent the 
LSCOG from helping 
the community, but it 
does prevent us from 
having in-person inter-
action with the com-
munity and prioritizing 
future projects based on 
input gathered directly 
from the citizens,” said 
Morris. 

Each of these areas can 
be further addressed by 

LSCOG, but they need 
input on where to start. 
Last year three of these 
areas were identified in 
Barnwell County– work-
force development, infra-
structure, and economic 
development.  Morris 
noted these same areas 
of community concern 
for 2023 due to the lack 
of attendance. 

Although Barnwell 
County residents missed 
the chance to share ways 
LSCOG can help their 
community, Allendale 
and Bamberg county resi-
dents still have an oppor-
tunity to do so in person. 

LSCOG will be visit-
ing Allendale County 
residents tentatively on 
February 7 at a location 
still to be determined. 

Bamberg County resi-
dents will have a chance 
to  have  the i r  voices 
heard on January 24 at 
5:30pm at the County 
Council Chambers lo-
cated at 2959 Main High-
way, Bamberg. 

LSCOG has created an 
online survey to gener-
ate more input from the 
community. All citizens 
in the Lower Savannah 
region are encouraged 
to participate. To view 
the survey, visit https://
www.surveymonkey.
com/r/M5MR5CX. 

No attendance at Barnwell 
community needs meeting 
leaves hope for Allendale 

and Bamberg counties
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

U .S. Rep. Joe Wilson 
held his annual 

media tour on Jan. 13. 
Making stops in Barn-

well, Aiken, North Au-
gusta, and West Colum-
bia, the Republican con-
gressman for the Second 
Congressional District 
unveiled his legislative 
priorities for 2023, in-
cluding creating jobs 
and economic growth, 
promoting conservative 
solutions, combating in-
flation, and safeguarding 
the military and national 
security. 

“ I  look forward to 
working with the new 
Republican majority (in 
the U.S. House),” he said, 
as they work toward up-
holding “conservative 
principles.” 

One key priority is to 
create jobs and promote 
economic growth. 

This is done by work-
ing with local chambers 
of commerce, protecting 

South Carolina’s “Right 
to Work” laws, promot-
ing tax cuts that created 
record job growth in the 
past,  and eliminating 
burdensome regulations 
that destroy jobs. He said 
he was thrilled to see 
development happening 

in downtown Barnwell 
with the renovation of 
the former Evelyn’s Jew-
elry and Berley’s Phar-
macy buildings. 

Continuing to be an 
advocate for more mis-
sions at the Savannah 
River Site (SRS), the ar-

ea’s largest employer, is 
also vital. 

“I have a real appre-
ciation for what that 
means for national se-
curity,” said Wilson, the 
only member of the U.S. 
House of Representa-
tives to have worked at 
SRS.

At the top of the list 
for promoting conserva-
tive solutions is support-
ing a balanced budget 
amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

“ T h e  d e b t  b e i n g 
forced onto our chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 

great-grandchildren is 
outrageous,” said Rep. 
Wilson.  

He also wants to focus 
on limiting IRS over-
reach targeting families 
and businesses, advo-
cating for local school 
governance and choice, 
supporting police by 
opposing any defunding 
legislation, and advanc-
ing innovative health-
care solutions like tele-
medicine. 

To combat inflation, 
Wilson wants to encour-
age domestic energy pro-
duction/independence, 

boost domestic manu-
facturing to help small 
businesses  grow and 
create jobs, protect the 
supply chain, promote 
fiscal responsibility by 
reducing government 
spending, and defend-
ing Social Security and 
Medicare. 

The final component of 
his legislative agenda is 
to safeguard the nation’s 
military and national 
security. 

“We must work to se-
cure our borders,” he 
said. 

It’s also important to 
ensure veterans receive 
quality healthcare, pro-
tect TRICARE benefits 
for military families/
retirees, and deter eco-
n o m i c  a n d  m i l i t a r y 
threats  f rom Russ ia , 
China, Iran, and other 
aggressors. 

As he met with local 
leaders and citizens, Rep. 
Wilson said he has fond 
memories of coming to 
Barnwell County as a 
child to hunt for quail 
and dove at Fuller Pond. 

“ I  a l wa y s  t h o u g h t 
Barnwell was a resort,” 
he said. 

For more information 
on Rep. Wilson, go to 
https://joewilson.house.
gov. His Aiken/Barnwell 
office (1930 University 
Parkway, Aiken) can be 
reached at  (803) 642-
6416.

Rep. Wilson unveils 2023 legislative agenda
Jonathan Vickery 

Publisher
jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Rep. Joe Wilson unveiled his legislative agenda for 2023 in front of the Barnwell County Courthouse on Jan. 
13. Pictured from left: Erin Harrison (district aide for the Barnwell/Aiken office), Barnwell businessman Don 
Alexander, Barnwell City Councilwoman Peggy Kinlaw, Rep. Wilson, Barnwell County Councilman Ben Kinlaw, 
and Barnwell County Councilman Daniel Alexander.  Jonathan Vickery / Publisher
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Firefighter James Dennis (right) Top Responder Assistant Chief Terry Glass (right) Top Responding Officer Firefighter Kevin Carroll (left) received Firefighter of the 
Year. Presented by Deputy Chief Roger Kaney (right)

Assistant Chief Terry Glass (left) received the Chief G.W. 
Whitaker Award. Presented by Chief John Melton (right)

Long Branch Department 
Jessica Bordelon (left) and Brittany Lawson (right) tied for the Long Branch Firefighter of the Year award.

Barnwell City Department 
Scotty Hankins (right) received the Firefighter of the Year 

award for the Barnwell City Fire Department. 
He was presented the award by Phillip Delk. 

Barnwell Rural Department 
Elijah Matthews (left) receives the Firefighter of the Year

award for the Barnwell Rural Fire Department from 
Chief Jessie Elmore (right). 

Williston Fire Department

Thank You Firefighters
for your continued and dedicated 

service to Barnwell County.
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BARNWELL - Esther 
Cheek Taylor, 91, passed 
away on January 16th, 
2023. She was born in Barn-
well on May 9th, 1931 to 
the late Charles Carroll 
Cheek and Corene Brooker 
Cheek.

Esther was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 
She was a Sunday School 
teacher for over 50 years, 

a WMU Director for the 
Barnwell-Bamberg Baptist 
Association for 8 years, 
and a retired Executive 
Secretary for Savannah 
River Site. She was a for-
mer member of Seven 
Pines Baptist Church and a 
member of the First Baptist 
Church of Barnwell.

She is survived by her 
husband, George Taylor; 
brother, Carroll (Sharon) 
Cheek of Santee; sons, 
Gerald (Annette) Moore 
of Snelling, and Paul 
(Sheree) Moore of Snel-
ling; daughter, Melanie 
Moore Corell of Martin; 
grandchildren, Dana C. 
(Mike) Wood of Edgefield, 
Mia (George) Handberry 
of Martin, Creig Corell 
of Barnwell, and Carla 
Moore of Atlanta, Ga.; 

great-grand children Cory 
Wood, Cordie Handberry 
and Leighton Handberry.

She is preceded in death 
by her grandson, Jason 
Moore; great-grandson, 
Ryan Wood; brother, Hy-
man Cheek; husbands, 
Willard Moore and Ralph 
Williams; and son-in-law, 
Ralph Corell.

A graveside service was 
held Thursday, January 
19th, 2023 at 2 p.m. at the 
Barnwell County Memo-
rial (Airport) Cemetery. 
The family visited with 
friends at the cemetery 
after the service. 

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell assisted the fam-
ily. Sign the online guest-
book at molefh.com. 
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Esther Cheek Taylor

BARNWELL – Geneva 
Hayes Still, 89, passed 
away on January 18, 2023 
at Pruitt Health of Barn-
well. Funeral services were 
held Saturday, January 21, 
2023 at 11 a.m. at Friend-
ship Baptist Church, Barn-
well, with Rev. Jeffrey Ray 
and Rev. Marshall Still 
officiating. Visitation was 
held one hour prior to 
service. Burial was held at 
Barnwell County Memo-
rial Cemetery with Rev. 
Jim Parnell officiating.

Geneva was born in 
Etowah, Tennessee to the 

late Charles Robert and 
Alice Walton Hayes. She 
retired from DHEC as 
Barnwell County Deputy 
Registrar. She was a mem-
ber of Friendship Baptist 
Church. She loved visits 
from her children and 
grandchildren. She en-
joyed listening to gospel 
music. She was a loving 
wife, mother and grand-
mother and will be missed 
by many.

Survivors include her 
husband of 69 years, John 
Heyward Still Jr.; sons, 
Danny Still of Isola, MS, 
Mike (Val) Still of Augusta, 
Ga.; daughter, Beverly 
(Sandy) Nettles of Wil-
liston, S.C.; one sister, 
Betty H. Rochat of Knox-
ville, TN; nine grand-
children, Brent (Sasha) 
Still of Clinton, MS, Erik 
(Courtney) Still of Barn-
well, S.C., Kellee (Ryan) 
Burke of Toomsuba, MS, 
Beth (Tony) Faulkner of N. 

Augusta, S.C., Patti Still of 
Boca Raton, Fla., Matthew 
(Lacey) Bradham of Aiken, 
S.C., Michael (Mandy) 
Bradham of Aiken, S.C., 
Patrick (Kandice) Nettles 
of Bamberg, S.C. and Ross 
(Lindsey) Nettles of Barn-
well, S.C.; sixteen great-
grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased 
by one brother; Charles 
Robert Hayes Jr; three sis-
ters, Viola Hayes, Gladys 
H. Melton and Dixie H. 
Houck; and great-grand-
son, Jaden Still.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to St. 
Jude Children Hospital, 
501 St. Jude Place, Mem-
phis, Tennessee 38105.

The family has entrust-
ed Dyches Funeral Home 
and Crematory of Barn-
well with arrangements.
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Geneva Hayes Still

BARNWELL - Jerry L. 
Zissett, 72, passed away 
on January 19th, 2023. He 
was born in Orangeburg 
on December 26th, 1950 to 
the late James Zissett and 

Margie Nell Sanders. He 
was an Army veteran and 
served in Germany, as well 
as a truck driver for Savan-
nah River Site for 43 years.

He is survived by his 
wife, Annette C. Zissett of 
Barnwell; son, Kelvin Zis-
sett of Barnwell; daughter, 
Trina (Chris) Cheek of 
Barnwell; brothers, Vernon 
(Yevone) Zissett of Barn-
well, and Mike Zissett of 
Barnwell; grandchildren, 
Bailey (Brittani) Cheek 
and Trevor Cheek. He is 
preceded in death by his 
brother, Ronnie Zissett; 

sister, Elaine Z. Correll; 
and grandson, Christopher 
Cheek.

A graveside service was 
held Monday, January 
23rd, 2023 at the Mt. Leb-
anon Christian Church 
Cemetery at 3 p.m. Rev. 
Ron Franklin and Rev. Ted 
Still officiated. 

Mole Funeral Home 
assisted the family. Sign 
the online guestbook at 
molefh.com.
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Jerry L. Zissett

HOLMAN’S BRIDGE 
- A graveside funeral ser-
vice for Monica Townsend 
Hornsby, 57, of the Hol-
man’s Bridge Community, 
was held at 1 p.m., Friday, 
January, 20, 2023 at the 
Blackville Cemetery, with 
the Reverend Jeffrey Ray 
officiating.  

Monica passed away 
January 17, 2023.

Born in Richland Coun-
ty, she was a daughter of 
the late Harvey Edward 
Townsend and Annette 
Collum Townsend. She 
was married to her best 
friend, Jesse Ronald Horn-
sby, for 35 years. Monica 
previously worked as a 
guard for the S.C. De-

partment of Corrections 
and as a CNA at Laurel 
Crest Retirement Com-
munity in West Columbia. 
Monica loved the Hol-
man’s Bridge Community 
and the Edisto River. She 
dearly loved her children 
and grandchildren and 
enjoyed spending time 
with them.

Survivors include her 
loving husband, Jesse 
Hornsby of the home; their 
children, Jessica Lynn 
Hornsby (Ty Sturkie) of 
Swansea, Jesse Ronald 
Hornsby Jr. (Alyssa Gil-
strap) of Lexington, and 
Jade Victoria Hornsby 
(David Hoffman) of Hol-
man’s Bridge; their grand-

children, Jasmine, Malory, 
Kaylee and Aerial; a broth-
er-in-law, Don Hornsby 
of Gaston; a sister-in-law, 
Darlene ( Johnny) Hull 
of West Columbia; and a 
number of nieces, neph-
ews and cousins. 

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by her sister, Steph-
anie Townsend; brothers-
in-law, Wayne Hornsby 
and David Hornsby.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folk  
funeralhome.com.
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HILDA - Felicia Terrapin 
Neal of Hilda, 75 years old, 
passed away peacefully at 
her home on Sunday, Janu-
ary 22, 2023.

Felicia was born on 
February 7, 1947 in Pry-
or, Oklahoma to the late 
Frances Marion and Helen 
DeMurtas Terrapin. She 
was a member of St. An-
drew Catholic Church of 
Barnwell and a retired 

Administrative Assistant 
in Medical Records at the 
Savannah River Plant.

Funeral services will 
be held on Friday, Janu-
ary 27, 2023 at 11 a.m. in 
the Mole Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Tom 
Cuny officiating. Burial 
will follow in the Barnwell 
County Memory Gardens 
Cemetery on Reynolds 
Rd. A visitation will be 
held on Thursday evening 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Mole 
Funeral Home and at other 
times the family will be 
at the home of Helen and 
Mac Knopf, 5756 Boiling 
Springs Rd., Barnwell, S.C. 
29812.

Felicia is survived by 
her loving husband, Travis 
Neal; daughters, Helen 
Brown (Mac) Knopf of 

Barnwell, Cherokee Brown 
Miner of Barnwell, and 
Amber Brown of Barnwell; 
brother, Francis “Sonny” 
Terrapin of Ruffin; grand-
children, Jamarr Livings-
ton, Trey (Whitney) Knopf, 
Felicia Knopf, Kia (Thom-
as) Miner, and Bradley 
Miner; great-grandchil-
dren, Rylan Livingston, 
Keaston Still, Ella Grace 
Knopf, and Jaydon Liv-
ingston. 

Felicia was predeceased 
by her first husband, Edgar 
Brown.

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell is in charge of 
arrangements. Sign the on-
line guestbook at molefh.
com.
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Feb. 15-17 & 20
Williston Spring 
Sports Registration
Registration for the Town 
of Williston’s recreation 
department will take 
place at Coach Hewitt’s 
office at Williston Town 
Hall. Cost is $35. Birth 
certificate required. 
Ages: T-Ball, ages 4-6 
(cannot turn 7 before 
May 1); Coaches Pitch, 
ages 7-9 (cannot turn 10 
before May 1); Williston 
Majors (baseball), ages 
10-12 (cannot be 13 
before May 1)
4-6pm

Feb. 17, 18, 19, 
24, 25, 26
“Clown Car” Play 
Circle Theatre of 
Barnwell
325 Academy St., 
Barnwell
A murder mystery 
comedy. Tickets are $15 
in advance or $20 at the 
door. Tickets will be on 
sale at The People-Sentinel 
office (222 Main Street, 
Barnwell) starting Feb. 6.
February 17, 18, 24 
& 25 at 7pm
Feb. 19 & 26 at 3pm 

Jan. 26
Allendale Barnwell 
Counties Disabilities 
& Special Needs 
Board of Directors 
Meeting
via telephone conferece
12pm

Feb. 9
Friends of the 
Libraries of Barnwell 
County Meeting
Barnwell County Public 
Library Community 
Room
Thursday
1pm

EventsEvents MeetingsMeetings

Barnwell Library EventsBarnwell Library Events
Feb. 6
Barnwell County 
Library Board 
Meeting
Barnwell County Public 
Library Community Room
Monday
3:30pm

ADULTS
Adult Craft Night
Thurs., Feb. 2
Heart Door Hanger
Decorate a cute heart 
for your front door.
5:30pm-6:30 pm

Potluck Book Club
Tues., Feb. 28   
We will be discussing 
Becoming by Michelle 
Obama.
4pm

TWEENS/TEENS
Black Panther 
Trivia Night
Thurs., Feb. 23
Bring a friend or a cool 
parent and show how 
much you know about 
Black Panther and the 
kingdom he rules. The 
top two teams will win 
a prize. Play as a group 
of two or on your own. 
Register between 
Feb. 1st and Feb. 20th at 
the front desk.
5pm-6pm

CHILDREN
Ages 3 and Up
Valentine Light Craft
Wed., Feb. 8
Paint a wooden light up 
table decoration for your 

favorite valentine.
4pm-5pm

Ages 3 and Up
African Inspired Pasta 
Jewelry
Wed., Feb. 15
Paint and make your 
own pasta jewelry with 
African inspired colors 
and designs.
4:30pm-5:30pm

VIRTUAL STORY 
TIME
Thurs., Feb. 9 & 23  
Videos will be posted on 
Facebook at 11am
 
STORY TIME 
at the Library
Thurs., Feb. 2 & 16
Children’s Room
11am

To promote your event, email the information to
drichardson@thepeoplesentinel.com or fax it to (803) 259-2703.

Paul Dewayne “Durwood” Allen

SALLEY - Paul Dewayne 
“Durwood” Allen, 64, of 

Salley, passed away on 
January 19, 2023. 

Born in Gary, Indiana, 
he was a son of the late 
J.B. Allen and Ellis Jean 
Uptain and was married to 
Tracy C. Allen. Durwood 
moved to Aiken in 1981, 
he was of the Baptist faith 
and was a retired painter. 
Durwood loved to listen 
to all music. He enjoyed 
good times and conversa-
tions with his friends and 
family. Durwood was a 
die-hard Alabama fan…
Roll Tide Roll.  

Survivors include his 
wife of the home; son, 
Codie Cantara of Aiken; 
brothers, Glenn Allen and 
Billy Allen, both of Jasper, 
Alabama. 

No formal services are 
planned at this time.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online reg-
istry at www.folkfuneral 
home.com.

The People-Sentinel 
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Education

For the second year in 
a row, Blackville-Hilda 
High School alumnus 
Omari Hendrix proudly 
presented two students 
with achievement awards 
at Macedonia Elementary-
Middle School. 

T h e  O W Ts t a n d i n g 
Award was started in 2021 
by Hendrix to recognize 
fifth grade elementary 
students who did a great 
job during the first semester 
of school. It’s a tool he 
developed to encourage 
students by exhibiting that 
their extra effort and hard 
work is recognized.

Last year’s students 
we r e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
OWTstanding awards 
assembled in front of their 
peers. Hendrix said, “You 
could see the excitement 
they had on their faces for 
their classmates. They were 
given a round of applause 
by their fellow students 

and teachers.” 
But this year, due to 

holiday and presentation 
conflict timing, recipients 
Travarius Johnson and 
Zachary Parish were 
presented their awards, 
along with gift certificates 
from McDonald’s and 
Russell's Pizza, in the 
office alongside Principal 
Eryl Smalls and Assistant 
Principal Chelsea Calhoun. 
Hendrix said, “The effect 
was just the same.”

Studies indicate that 
students' confidence and 
self-esteem soars when they 
feel acknowledged for who 
they are and recognized 
for their strengths and 
skills. Children who grow 
up feeling such support 
have a better chance of 
becoming confident, stable, 
and mature adults with 
inclinations to model the 
same behavior for the 
following generation.

K e e p i n g  s t u d e n t s 
involved in school, church, 
and the community will, as 
Hendrix says, “certainly 

produce viable citizens, 
community leaders, and 
community partners.” He 
believes that students will 
be inspired by people they 
see doing positive things 
in the community they live 
in. “Maybe they’ll want to 
give back too. I’m hoping 
that one day people will 
see this award and add to 
it or maybe even start one 
of their own,” he said.

Hendrix added, “The 
OWTstanding Award 
means a lot to me because 
I’m able to give back to the 
kids of the local school. 
Hopefully, it’ll give the 
recipients’ peers some type 
of motivation to do good as 
well. People do things and 
a lot of those things often 
go unnoticed, and I wanted 
to show these kids that 
their hard work and effort 
during the school year will 
not go unnoticed.”

Hendrix’s goal is to make 
the OWTstanding Awards 
an annual recognition for 
students and expand them 
in the future.

OWTstanding awards encourage students

Contributed Photo

Hard work paid off for Macedonia Elementary-Middle School students Travarius 

Johnson and Zachary Parish who received OWTstanding awards. Blackville-Hilda High 

alumnus Omari Hendrix (back row, center) presented the awards to the students for 

achievements on the iReady test. Also pictured are Assistant Principal Chelsea Calhoun 

and Principal Eryl Smalls.

Barnwell School District 45  
Office of Special Services 

 Barnwell School District 45 presently provides  
programs/services for children 3 to 21 who attend public  

or private school with the following categories of disabilities:  
 

  Developmental Delay 
 Intellectual Disability 

 Specific Learning Disability 
 Emotional Disability 

 Speech or Language Impairment 
 Deafness and Hearing Impairment 

 Visual Impairment 
 Deaf-Blindness 

 Orthopedic Impairment 
 Other Health Impairment 

 Traumatic Brain Injury 
 Autism 

 Multiple Disabilities 
 

Should you be aware of any such children who are in need of 
services, please contact Kim A. Rhoad at  

541-1300 on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 All names of referred persons will remain confidential.  

Donna-Maria Conzalina
Contributing Writer

On Monday, December 
12, 2022, Mrs. Cathy Smith, 
Mrs. Lindsey Bush, and 
the Student Government 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( S G A) 
members of Williston-Elko 
High School visited the 
Williston Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation center to 

deliver warm socks and 
blankets to the residents. 

The residents and nurses 
were appreciative of the 
gifts as both the socks and 
the blankets will allow 
them to stay warm on those 
cold wintery nights. 

The  SGA members 
showed how important it 
is to care for and give unto 
others, especially during 
this time of year. 

Contributed
Williston-Elko High

WEHS student government 
visits nursing home

To celebrate, all of the students from Kelly Edwards Elementary in Williston who 

met their iReady goals in either Math, Reading, or both were able to tape their 

principal, Mrs. Monique Smalls, to the wall. The students enjoyed watching their 

principal hang from the wall.

Smalls to the wall

The following local residents have been named 
honor students for the fall 2022 academic term at 
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College:

President’s List (full-time)
Bamberg: Jennifer DeFrenn, Brant Mitchell, Ash-

by Ulmer, Abigail Williams
Barnwell: Phoebe Black, Ronald Franklin, Jessie 

Hernandez, Justin Moore, Monica Salcido, David 
Stanford

Blackville: Marquez Lawrence
Denmark: Autumn Brightwell
Ehrhardt: Thomas Jolly
Fairfax: Kinsley Kinard
Williston: Ashley Inabinet

President’s List (part-time)
Bamberg: Haley Driggers, Paris Felder, Corey 

Robinson
Barnwell: Stephanie Lott
Denmark: Javiere Johnson
Ehrhardt: Victoria Lyons

Dean’s List (full-time)
Bamberg: Chandler Chavis
Barnwell: Nathan Anderson, Pamela Bodiford
Blackville: Makayla Baxley
Fairfax: Jenna Sullivan
Olar: Tyler Dunbar

Dean’s List (part-time)
Barnwell: Jacob Padgett
Blackville: Amy Mitchell
Sumter: Alexis Hiers

Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College is a compre-
hensive two-year college in Orangeburg that provides rel-
evant training and education to students while fostering 
economic development in the region. OCtech offers more 
than 80 programs of study, as well as transfer opportuni-
ties to many four-year colleges and universities in South 
Carolina. It is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools. For more information about OC-
tech, call 803.535.1234 or visit octech.edu.

OC Tech announces 
college honors

ABOVE: WEHS student government members deliver socks 

and blankets to the Williston nursing home. 

AT RIGHT: A student puts socks on a resident's feet.

Please 
recycle this 
newspaper!
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Allendale County News
Lewis honored with Triumph Award

By Laura J. McKenzie

Lottie M. Lewis of Allendale is 
one of 21 people recently awarded 
by the Racial Justice Network on 
Saturday, Dec. 3 in Charleston.

Honorees were recognized for 
the work that they are doing in the 
community and for being a role 
model that young people can look 
up to, according to the Racial Jus-
tice Network. Each was presented 
a “Triumph Award” during the 
formal banquet.

The organization’s founder El-
der Johnson said in presenting 
the award, “Lottie Lewis is one of 
the most hard-working women I 

know. She works diligently - feed-
ing, clothing, and working on 
elderly people’s homes. The Ra-
cial Justice Network has repaired 
homes in Allendale because of Lot-
tie Lewis’ concern for the elderly.”

“For the last two years, because 
of Lottie Lewis, the Racial Justice 
Network has bought hundreds of 
bicycles for kids,” said Elder John-
son.

“I am proud to be a friend of 
Mrs. Lewis who cares about all 
people. God bless her and God 
keep her,” he said.

Lewis said, “I am honored and 
greatly humbled to be a recipi-
ent of this award, especially for 
an award for service. As the Bible 

says, we are not here to be served, 
but to serve.”

Lewis is the founder of Emma’s 
House, a non-profit organization 
serving children as well as others 
in the community. She is also the 
Allendale County Arts Maven, a 
member of the Southern Palmetto 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
chairwoman of the Allendale Ru-
ral Arts Team, as well as partici-
pating in other community orga-
nizations.

The Racial Justice Network is a 
multi-racial, grassroots organiza-
tion committed to fighting for ra-
cial justice and building bridges 
across racial, social and economic 
lines.

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter

for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that have the same
sound as the letter
H in helicopter.

Point to the number
4 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s
large enough, have
your child trace the

number.

With your child, talk
about and pick a place to
go on an imaginary trip.

Look through the
newspaper for something
that could take you to this
place. Find other things in
the paper that you would
like to take on this trip.

Find the weather page of
the newspaper. Look at

the pictures that tell
today’s weather and the
forecast for tomorrow’s
weather. Have your child
look outside to see if the

weather picture is
accurate. Talk about what
kind of clothes to wear.

One at a time, put a toy
or household object under
a sheet of the newspaper.

Let your child feel the
object through the

newspaper and try to
guess what the object is.

What’s Under
the Paper?

Weather ReportTake a TripMath PlayLetter Identification
Cut out the letters a and t
from the headlines. Then
cut out the letters h, p, c
and s. Show your child
how you can spell the

words hat, pat, cat and
sat simply by changing
the first letter in front

of the at.

Have AT It
Have your child trace

his/her hand on a sheet
of newspaper. Next have
your child circle all of
the h’s that are inside

the outline of
the hand.

H is for Hand

Help the super hero find his way out of the deep hole.

Helicopter flies way up high
Over the clouds in the sky.
It flies far away from here, then
It flies right back home again.

How many             ?

H is for Helicopter

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter H. Say the letter as you trace it.

h is for helicopter

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter H makes in
the word helicopter?

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

How many             ?

How many             ?
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Lottie M. Lewis of Allendale received a Triumph Award 
on Dec. 3 from the Racial Justice Network during a 
banquet held in Charleston. Photo Submitted

Trees donated to Allendale-
Fairfax Middle School

Contributed
Graci Hiers

SothernCarolina Alliance

On Tuesday, Decem-

ber 13, 2022, Allendale-
Fairfax Middle School 
received two Crape 
Myrtles as a gift from 
SouthernCarolina Alli-
ance and Keep Allen-

dale County Beautiful. 
The trees were re-

ceived through Pal-
metto Pride’s 2023 Tree 
Grant Program. 

The tree will be taken 
care of by the 6th and 
7th grade students, and 
the students were in-
vited to come back and 
visit the tree for years to 
come.
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Dr. Shannan Miller 
and her staff at 

Dogwood Animal Hospi-
tal are celebrating 15 years 
of healing and helping 
animals in Barnwell and 
surrounding counties. 

“I have been blessed to 
have the support of my 
family, friends, employees 
and clients,” said Dr. Mill-
er, who is also celebrating 
25 years since graduating 
from the School of Veteri-
nary Medicine at Tuskegee 
University.  

Dr. Miller began her 
veterinary career in 1998 
as an equine practitioner 
before moving to Barnwell 
County with her family in 
2003. 

“After moving to Barn-
well, I became involved 
with the animal shelter,” 
said Dr. Miller. “They 
were beginning an adop-
tion program with pets be-
ing spayed and neutered. 
I sent in my application to 
be the veterinarian for the 
shelter and so it began.” 

While working with the 
Barnwell County Animal 
Shelter (BCAS), Dr. Miller 
saw the need for a consis-
tent veterinary office pro-

viding specialized care in 
the tri-county region. 

“I knew it would be a 
difficult task getting start-
ed but I felt the need and 
the support from my fam-
ily, friends, and clients,” 
said Dr. Miller. 

Dogwood Animal Hos-
pital opened in 2008, and 
has been a trusted commu-
nity resource ever since. 

“When I built this office, 
it was to find a way to ser-
vice what people need in 
our area, be compassion-
ate about it, and provide 
them with personal pet 
care, not just standard,” 
said Dr. Miller.

Compassionate care 
is something Dr. Miller 
learned from raising pup-
pies throughout her child-
hood. She happily cared 
for new retrievers and 
bird dogs that her father 
brought to their Estill 
home. 

As she gained experi-
ence in her career, Dr. 
Miller’s training effort 
shifted from hunting dogs 
to service dogs. 

“I think I got my alumni 
book from the University 
of Georgia, and there were 
photos of students with 
service dogs,” said Dr. 
Miller. “I saw that and was 
like, ‘Oh, that’s interest-
ing. I wish they had that 
when I was there.’”

Later the same month 
she received a furniture 
magazine in the mail, and 
on their animal page were 
the same puppies and a 

similar advertisement. 
“I’m kind of a per-

son that takes things as a 
symbol or sign,” said Dr. 
Miller. “This is twice that 
I’ve had this in front of me 
and I’m a Christian, so I 
believe in God and He has 
a direction for us.” 

After reading through 
the requirements set by 
Canine Companions for 
Independence, Dr. Miller 
was hesitant as she had 
two children in high 
school at the time but felt 
strongly compelled to 
keep looking into it. 

“The next thing I know, 
I got an email and a phone 
call and they were like, 
‘You’ve been approved, 
we need some pictures of 
your house and where you 
are going to keep the dog 
and all this stuff,” said Dr. 
Miller. “And that’s when I 
got Kim.”

Kim has called Dog-
wood Animal Hospital her 
second home since 2013 
when she first was put in 
the hands of Dr. Miller to 
train. 

“She was going to be a 
great service dog,” said 
Dr. Miller. 

Dr. Miller put her all 
into training Kim to be 
the perfect service dog for 
someone in need. When 

Kim was sent back to 
 Canine Companions for 
Independence to show off 
what she had learned and 
be paired with her person, 
signs of hip issues were 
found and Kim was sent 
back home. 

Although this was out 
of Dr. Miller’s control and 
had nothing to do with her 
training, she was heart-
broken that Kim would 
not be a service dog but 
thankful to have her home 
to stay. 

“She’s really been a 
blessing to come back 
because so many people 
know her and associate 
her with being here,” said 
Dr. Miller, who enjoys 
watching Kim nudge her 
nose into the hands of 
someone who needs her. 

“She gives us emotion-
al support too,” said Dr. 
Miller. 

Times when dealing 
with the public, seeing 
sick animals, and sharing 
not so great news with 
owners are times when 
Kim comes in handy. 

After training Kim, Dr. 
Miller trained two more 
dogs – one is a hearing 
dog, and the other is a ser-
vice dog for a young boy 
with autism. 

On top of training ser-
vice dogs, running a full-
time veterinary practice, 
and being a mother and 
wife, Dr. Miller performs 
spay and neuter pro-
cedures needed by the 
Barnwell County Animal  

Shelter, the Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter 
Foundation, the Allen-
dale County Animal Shel-
ter, the Bamberg County 
Animal Shelter, Partners 
for Pets in Allendale, and 
Mary Ann Morris Animal 
Society (MAMAS) in Bam-
berg.

“I’ve done at least 3,000 
spays and neuters for the 
shelter foundation, that 
doesn’t include the shel-
ter,” said Dr. Miller, who, 
if asked to guess, believes 
she has performed close to 
10,000 spays and neuters. 

Dr. Miller is on the 
frontlines of fighting the 
animal overpopulation 
epidemic spreading across 
rural areas in the South, 
and tries to educate the 
public about the impor-
tance of spaying and neu-
tering as much as she can. 

Although she loves 
many components of her 
career, Dr. Miller’s favor-
ite part is performing sur-
geries – even the compli-
cated ones. 

“I truly enjoy the  trials 
and mysteries of veteri-
nary medicine,” said Dr. 
Miller. “I have always 
liked a challenge. Vet-
erinary medicine is like 
a puzzle sometimes, you 
have to gather information 
piece by piece. Surgery, 
complicated ones, are re-
ally my passion.”

Dr. Miller explains that 
it is impossible for a vet-
erinarian to learn in school 
everything they will come 
to witness in practice, be-
cause all animals present 
their ailments differently 
and occasionally some-
thing pretty odd walks in. 

“You’re always learn-
ing from them and build-
ing on your repertoire of 
things that you can do,” 
said Dr. Miller. “It’s that 
problem solving sort of 
thing and to me, I’m very 
interested in trying to fig-
ure things out for people.”

Dr. Miller has tackled 
things from removing 
a 15-pound fatty tumor 
from a dog to performing 
a c-section on a rat, and 
hopes to keep encounter-
ing things that make her 
ask questions. 

About six years ago, 
Dr. Miller was spaying a 
dog turned into the BCAS. 
While inside, she found 
free-floating, egg-shaped 
items. 

“I kind of scooped it in 
my hand and took it out 
and I was like, ‘I don’t 
know what this is,’” said 
Dr. Miller. 

“They were ectopic 
fetuses, so she had got-
ten pregnant and they 
were fertilized, but they 
couldn’t live, they weren’t 

inside the uterus,” said Dr. 
Miller, who keeps all six 
ectopic fetuses in a jar on 
her desk. 

One time she had a cat 
come in who had been 
experiencing breathing 
problems from a young 
age. The owners were con-
tinuously given antibiotics 
by another veterinarian 
and the cat’s symptoms 
were not getting better. 

“The next thing to do 
is sedate it and see if it 
has a polyp or something 
in there,” said Dr. Miller. 
“Ended up I had to make 
an incision into the soft 
palate, and it had a polyp 
and I had to go in and 
grab it and kind of scoop 
it out.” 

She thrives when an is-
sue she has never seen 
before walks through the 
door, allowing her to crack 
open her textbooks and 
figure it out. 

“A lot of people in our 
area just can’t afford to go 
and spend $2,000 to $7,000 
on surgery somewhere, so 
if somebody’s willing to 
give me the chance to try 
and help their animal, I 
will get my books out and 
do that,” said Dr. Miller. 

“I have learned that if 
you are honest about your 
skills but willing to try – 
usually because they have 
no other option. The risk 
is worth the reward in the 
end,” said Dr. Miller. 

Dr. Miller also started 
the Angel Fund at Dog-
wood Animal Hospital 
which helps clients facing 
financial hardship get the 
veterinary care their pet 

deserves even if they can-
not afford it in total.

Dr. Miller and her team 
are dedicated to providing 
“exceptional veterinary 
care to pets” which is why 
she has invested in new
technology such as gas-
troscopy equipment andn 
otoscope with video capa-
bilities. 

The new otoscope al-
lows for Dr. Miller to look 
into an animal’s ear much 
more clearly, seeing even 
the eardrum if needed. 

“If I need to person-
alize it based on what 
your needs are and the 
dog’s needs are and how 
we can make that work, 
then that’s what I try to 
do, but I also want to be 
able to provide advanced 
care too,” said Dr. Miller, 
which alleviates a patient 
from having to be sent to 
a specialist in Augusta or 
Colombia. 

In addition to this new 
equipment, Dr. Miller also 
brought another associate 
to the team. 

“We’ve gotten to pull 
some pretty cool stuff out 
of dogs that we didn’t 
have to cut into them to 
get,” said Dr. Samantha 
Oswald, Dr. Miller’s new-
est associate and longtime 
friend. “We actually could 
just pull it out instead of 
having to do a very expen-
sive, very timely surgery. 
That has been a blessing.” 

Dr. Miller met Dr. Os-
wald for the first time 
decades ago when she 
was caring for her grand-
father’s collicking horse. 

“I had my children, both 

my boys with me, and I’d 
just gotten them out of 
the bathtub. My husband 
was gone out of town and 
they had their footy paja-
mas on, they were in the 
back of the truck in the 
car seats,” said Dr. Miller. 
“I get there and I tell her 
Granddaddy, Mr. Everett, 
‘Somebody’s gonna have 
to watch the boys,’ And he 
goes, ‘I got that taken care 
of.’”

“And sure enough, the 
twins come over on the 
golf cart and they get the 
boys out and take them off 
on the golf cart,” said Dr. 
Miller of Dr. Oswald and 
her twin sister. 

Dr. Miller is proud to 
say her office holds over 
100 years of overall expe-
rience, and although days 
can be emotionally and 
physically draining, her 
team continues to provide 
the best service they can. 

“My goal is just to con-
tinue providing excellent 
service to people and of-
fering them things that 
may not be offered in the 
surrounding veterinary 
hospitals or clinics,” said 
Dr. Miller. 

Dogwood Animal Hos-
pital has been a staple of 
Barnwell County for 15 
years, and Dr. Miller has 
no sights of stopping soon. 
Afterall, a dogwood tree is 
said to symbolize strength 
and determination. 

To contact Dogwood 
Animal Hospital, call (803) 
259-5600 or visit https://
dogwoodanimal.net/.

Dogwood Animal Hospital
celebrates 15 years 

From left to right: Jessica Deer, Dr. Shannan Miller, Mary Duxbury, Cassie Cook, Lily Epperson, Annie 
Nipper, Sarah Reuber, Britney Williams, Ashleigh Peeples, and Dr. Samantha Oswald, plus canine Kim.

Dogwood Animal Hospital’s Dr. Shannan Miller and 
Kim, one of her three faithful companions.

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck
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Sentenced: James Anthony Smith pleads guilty, sentenced in 2019 fatal wreck FROM PAGE 1A

he was just driving com-
pletely recklessly.”

Though Smith does not 
have a criminal record, he 
does have an “extensive 
driving history,” said 
Miller. This includes six 
traffic citations for speed-
ing, with the last one in 
2019, and four reportable 
accidents in a 10-year 
history. 

Seeking Justice
Kaleb’s mother, Crystal 

Williamson, spoke on be-
half of her family as she 
described the pain created 
by her son’s death. 

“Every morning I wake 
up to a nightmare, a life 
without my son. Life is a 
daily struggle; sometimes 
it's hard to just breathe. It's 
been over three and a half 
years that I have lived this 
horrible nightmare that I 
will never wake up from,” 
said Williamson. 

June 22, 2019 began with 
excitement as her daugh-
ter’s All-Star softball team 
won their game. As they 
headed home, that joy 
turned to sorrow as she 
got a call that her sons 
were in an accident. She 
arrived at the scene to 
find both sons trapped. 
She soon learned Kaleb 
was gone. 

“I screamed a scream 
like no other. My legs 
went numb and I fell to 
the ground trying to make 
sense of what just hap-
pened. It was as if every-
thing was in slow motion,” 
said Williamson.

She said one of the hard-
est things she’s ever had to 
do was tell Gabriel, who 
was in the hospital, that 
his brother was dead.  

“Mamas are supposed 
to fix things, but I couldn't 
even fix myself,” said Wil-
liamson, who describes 

herself as a “broken moth-
er” who will never be 
whole.

She remembers Kaleb 
for his loving, tender na-
ture. “The one who would 
hold my hand when we 
were out, the one who 
would always make me 
laugh with the things he 
would say or the silly faces 
he would make,” she said. 

With his life cut short at 
15 years old, Williamson 
said she and her family 
have been “cheated” out 
of so many memories. 
“I didn't get to see him 
graduate or get married 
and have a family of his 
own,” she said. 

The Barnwell  High 
School Class of 2022, which 
Kaleb was part of, has 
helped the family keep 
his memory alive. “They 
have included this broken-
hearted mama in every-
thing, from fundraisers, 
balloon release and pep ral-
lies,” said Williamson, who 
started the Kaleb Hinckley 
Scholarship. 

Speaking on Kaleb’s 
behalf took all of William-
son’s strength, “but I stood 
and Kaleb and God stood 
with me.”

Speaking  to  Judge 
Courtney Clyburn-Pope, 
Williamson asked for jus-
tice for her son. 

“I am very deeply sorry 
for your loss. I thank you 
for having the courage 
and ability to be here and 
speak to me,” said Judge 
Clyburn-Pope. 

Seeking Leniency & 
Forgiveness

Family and friends of 
Smith spoke about his 
character as they asked 
the judge for leniency and 
asked Hinckley’s family 
for forgiveness. 

“He’s a great dad, a lov-

ing husband, and a great 
provider for our family. 
He helps anyone he can,” 
said Smith’s wife. 

He was also described as 
a hard worker, who often 
works 16-plus-hour days 
for a tree service company. 

“I’ve never known him 
to be negligent. He takes 
time to do his job safely,” 
said friend Rebecca Wi-
nans.

On the day of the acci-
dent, he was coming home 
from work. 

“He was tired and I be-
lieve he was just trying to 
get home,” said defense at-
torney Erin O’Neal Gaddy 
of how Smith was coming 
home from work. She said 
Smith had gone through 
the what-if scenarios of 
things he could have done 
differently that night. 

The wreck left Smith 
with “severe depression 
and remorse,” said Mrs. 

Smith, who expressed 
her own condolences to 
Kaleb’s family. 

James Smith sobbed 
and wiped away tears as 
he heard from Hinckley’s 
family as well as his own. 
Those tears continued as 
he read a statement of his 
own.

Speaking to Kaleb’s fam-
ily, Smith said he knows 
there are no words to take 
away the pain, heartache, 
and grief. However, he 
said he prays for the fam-
ily daily. 

“I pray you may find 
peace and comfort in 
your lives,” said Smith 
to Kaleb’s family. He also 
thanked his own fam-
ily for their love and ex-
pressed his sorrow over 
the pain he’s caused them. 

He said the accident 
caused him to realize just 
how precious time is be-
cause it can be taken away 

in an instant. 
Though she under-

stands people look to the 
court for healing, Gaddy 
said she doesn’t believe in-
carceration is the best op-
tion for her client. She said 
being in jail would prevent 
Smith from contributing to 
society and providing for 
his family, including his 
three children, the young-
est of which is three years 
old. Instead, she suggested 
he be sentenced to com-
munity service where he 
can share his story to help 
prevent similar situations 
from happening. 

“He wants to share his 
story. I believe a lot of 
good will come from it. 
We want to create a new 
meaning of hope and pre-
vention,” said Gaddy. 

Since the accident, Mrs. 
Smith said her husband 
now tells everyone to be 
careful when driving. 

“I want to raise aware-
ness of taking time and not 
rushing while driving,” 
said Smith. “I don’t want 
Kaleb’s story to stop.”

“No matter the sentence 
of this court, Mr. Smith is 
imprisoned by this,” said 
Gaddy. 

The Sentence 
After hearing testimony 

from both sides, Judge 
Clyburn-Pope took a re-
cess to consider the sen-
tence she would render. 
She returned and sen-
tenced Smith to 10 years 
in prison, the maximum 
under state law. However, 
after he serves 36 months, 
the sentence will be sus-
pended to five years of 
probation. Smith will be 
subject to drug/alcohol 
testing and must complete 
100 hours of community 
service, which can include 
speaking at schools and 
non-profits about the im-
portance of safe driving.  

“Good luck to you Mr. 
Smith,” said the judge be-
fore concluding the hear-
ing. 

Just as her own family 
hurts, Williamson said she 
knows Smith and his fam-
ily are also affected by this 
tragedy. 

“As I looked across 
the courtroom, I saw a 
broken father just like 
this broken mother. He 
made lots of mistakes 
and broke many laws, but 
he has asked for my for-
giveness and that's what 
I have to do. I will never 
forget, and the pain will 
never go away, but justice 
was served today,” said 
Williamson on Facebook 
after the sentencing. 

As both families con-
tinue their journey toward 
healing, Williamson asked 
for prayers for everyone. 

James Anthony Smith wipes away tears as he and his attorney, Erin O'Neal Gaddy, listen 
to Kaleb Hinckley's mother, Crystal Williamson, talk about the loss of her son from an 
accident caused by Smith. Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

if he wanted to go quail 
hunting to which Davis 
agreed. Carrigan picked 
him up from his home, and 
they then met with Mathias 
and others. 

At  M a t h i a s ’  b o n d 
hearing, he was supported 
by both his own family and 
the parents of Scharber. 

Scharber’s father asked 
the court that Mathias be 
able to attend the services 
for his son. Scharber and 

Mathias were close friends 
throughout their lives. 

Mathias was granted 
a $100,000 surety bond - 
$50,000 for each charge 
with a 10% cash option. 
The terms of bond include 
a SCRAM Continuous 
Alcohol Monitor (CAM) 
device monitoring location 
and alcohol consumption, 
house arrest, and a no 
contact order to one of the 
victim's families. 

The SCRAM CAM will 
be paid for at Mathias’ 
expense and estimated to 
be roughly $260 per month. 
While on house arrest, he 
can attend appointments 
with his legal counsel and 
doctors as well as attend 
church and work.

The family of Davis 
as  wel l  as  the  s ta te 
recommended Mathias be 
denied bond. 

Brandon Davis’ mother, 

Jackie, and wife, Melissa, 
gave  vic t ims impact 
statements at the bond 
hearing. 

“I’m here today as a voice 
for my son who could not 
be here due to the actions of 
Mr. Mathias driving under 
the influence,” said Jackie 
between tears. “The actions 
of Mr. Mathias has caused a 
gaping hole in our lives that 
cannot ever, ever be filled.” 

Kimberly Cockrel l , 

Victims Services Manager 
at Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving, spoke in support 
of the Davis family and 
echoed Mathias’ bond 
being denied. 

“On behalf of Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, as 
well as the family members 
you see here, as well as 
Cade, age 20, Abby, age 17, 
and Rylee, age 6, who will 
never see their father again. 

We do request that bond be 
denied,” said Cockrell.

A Celebration of Life 
for Scharber will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 28 at the 
family's home. Scharber is 
an organ donor who will 
be celebrated for sharing 
gifts of life to others. 

Mathias has an initial 
appearance set for March 
6 at the Barnwell County 
Courthouse. 

Registration Open

Registration is underway for the 

2023 season for boys and girls

(ages 3 to 15) 

Sign-ups for baseball and softball 
will be held every

Tuesday and Thursday
between Jan. 3rd and 31st

from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
at the Barnwell County Public Library 

Price depends on age. Cash or check only. 

For questions, email

bbsa29812@gmail.com

Charged: Michael Mathias charged with DUI in fatal weekend wreck FROM PAGE 1A

LLeeaavvee  aa  LLeeggaaccyy  ooff  LLoovvee  
Mom was intelligent, a great cook   

and deeply compassionate. 
Life changed after her heart attack and a stroke, 

but she faced the inevitable with courage. She gave 
herself and us children peace of mind by providing 
written directions on her feelings about end-of-life 

issues like tube feeding, a Do Not Resuscitate  
Order and cremation arrangements.   

 

LLeeggaall  ppllaannnniinngg  iiss  ss  ggiifftt  yyoouu  ggiivvee  yyoouurrsseellff    
aanndd  yyoouurr  lloovveedd  oonneess..  

  

To learn more about advance directives,  
funeral trusts and estate planning 

  

CCAALLLL  ((880033))  554411--77667766  TTOODDAAYY    
  

AAttttoorrnneeyy  LLiinnddaa  FFaarrrroonn  KKnnaapppp  

TThhee  KKnnaapppp  LLaaww  FFiirrmm,,  PPCC  
  

PO Box 714, 21 Hugh Street, Barnwell, SC  
lindafarronknapp.com—803.541.7676 
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The Well: Non-profit brings new resources to Barnwell County FROM PAGE 1A

of services that the com-
munity could access all 
under one roof. 

“Pam, she’s been calling 
me for probably the last two 
years telling me about this 
vision,” said City of Barn-
well Mayor Marcus Rivera 
at the grand opening. 

After a few failed at-
tempts to get her idea off 
the ground, McKnight 
turned to Pam Rush, Di-
rector of Axis I Center, 
when their old Jackson St. 
building was no longer 
in use. 

“We have been thinking 
about this and dreaming 
about this for a year now, 
so we are so excited the 
day is finally here that we 
can have this grand open-
ing and serve the people in 
Barnwell County to make 
sure their needs are met,” 
said Rush. 

“You just can’t judge 
when God’s time is,” said 
Bradshaw of McKnight’s 
dream of bringing The 
Well to fruition. 

McKnight serves as the 
project coordinator at Axis 
I Center and before that 
she ran an HIV program 
providing primary am-
bulatory care for nearly 
15 years, making her no 
stranger to helping people 
and living by her grand-
father’s motto, ‘charity 
begins at home.’ 

“I will always ask God 
to put me in a position 
where I can be impactful,” 
said McKnight, who hopes 
to provide a “full gamut of 
services” at The Well. 

An affiliate of HEAL-
ing Partners and Save the 
Children, The Well was 
created to fill in the gaps of 
service in the community 
and provide things such 
as food, homework help, 
computer and printer ac-
cess, application, and re-
sume assistance, and how 
to build healthy habits. 

Joined by volunteers, staff, and community leaders, Pam McKnight, director of The Well, cuts the ribbon at the grand opening on January 17.

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Organizer Jessica Bradshaw addresses the crowd at the 

grand opening of The Well.

Pam Rush, Executive Director of Axis I Center, thanks 

everyone who played a part in the grand opening of The 

Well and its continued management. 

The interior of The Well was completely remodeled to 

be a comfortable space for the community. 

“We want to think out-
side of the box and meet 
people where they are,” 
said McKnight. “We don't 
want to give a handout; we 
want to give a hand up.”

McKnight and team 
plan to help “people to the 
next level, whatever that 
might look like,” she said. 

Throughout the upcom-
ing year, The Well will be 
introducing new partner-
ships with FoodShare, 
Help Line, Esther’s Closet 
by Redefined Women, 
and the Clemson Mobile 
Health Clinic. Programs 
like audio engineering 
and podcast development 
alongside Life Sculpting 
Sessions will be devel-
oped as well. 

“We're gonna create a 

station on YouTube, so we 
have someone to come in 
and actually teach pod-
casting so that people will 
learn and can come share 

their story– all things 
community, all things 
health, all things well-
ness. We wanna build a 
culture,” said McKnight. 

To do things such as 
resume bui lding, job 
searching, podcasting, or 
homework help, internet 
and computer access is 
needed. Linda Knapp of 
Knapp Law Firm in Barn-
well secured donations 
through Just Serve to get 
ten computers and two 
printers for The Well. 

Another aspect of The 
Well is a focus on tack-
ling the lifelong impact of 
adverse childhood experi-
ences known to HEALing 
Partners members as ACEs. 

According to McKnight, 
the more ACEs an individ-
ual has the more apt they 
are to experience chronic 
illness and disease. This 
is something organizers 
of The Well are looking to 

tackle head on. 
All involved are excited 

to see The Well help any-
one who enters the doors.

“The work that you 
guys have done, Pam and 
Jessica, along with Save 
the Children and all the 
other partners, you all 
are vital to the success of 
our community. We’re just 
very thankful and blessed 
you are all a part of this 
community,” said Mayor 
Rivera. “I look forward 
to volunteering my time.” 

“We’re looking forward 
to all that can come from 
The Well and the number 
of people we can serve,” 
said Rush. 

The Well would not 
have been able to been 
established without the 
contribution of the fol-
lowing partners: Golden 
Harvest Food Bank, Food-
Share Bamberg, Dollar 
General, Save the Chil-
dren, SC Thrive, Just Serve 
(Barnwell), Dillons Provi-
sions Co., Bethany Baptist 
Church, Healthy Blue, 
Savannah River Nuclear 
Solutions, Barnwell Coun-
ty Help Line, Lowcoun-
try AHEC, Barnwell First 
Steps, Clemson Mobile 
Health Clinic, Youth Ad-
visory Council, Palmetto 
Innovation Center, Barn-
well Volunteers, Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Redefined Women, and 
Spackl Marketing. 

“Paid for by Judy M. Taylor, 822 Elko St., Williston, SC 29853” 

If you need a ride to the polls, please call (803) 300-6599, 
Leave a message and someone will get back with you. 

Thank  you  Citizens  of  Williston! 

WWiilllliissttoonn  TToowwnn  CCoouunncciill  

Q. As a single mom 
in my 40’s, I’m embar-
rassed to say I’ve done 
nothing about estate 
planning. A recent medi-
cal scare has caused me 
to pause and now con-
sider planning a prior-
ity. Any words of wis-
dom before I do a will?

A. About 73% percent 
of parents have no will 
and some that do are un-
aware that their kids are 
not fully protected by 
their existing estate plan. 
So here are some com-
mon issues to address:

1. Name a Guard-
ian. Be aware that in 
South Carolina there is 
a presumption that the 
biological father is a 
suitable person to raise 
the children. If drug or 
alcohol abuse, sexual or 
physical abuse, serious 
mental illness or other 
reasons contributed to a 
divorce that would put 
the child(ren) at risk, 
then be sure to mention 
the same in your will 
so the probate court is 
alerted to the problem(s) 
and the proposed guard-
ian has some evidence to 
fight custody.

Name a married 
couple as co-guardians 
of your children only 
if you intend for both 
people to serve alone as 
primary caregiver for 
your children. If not se-
lect the person, possibly 
a sibling or grandparent, 
you really have in mind 
and then, if possible, 
also choose an alternate 
guardian.  

2. Financial Issues. 
Do not focus solely on 
someone’s financial 
resources when decid-

ing who should raise 
your children. It is your 
job to provide for the 
child(ren) through life 
insurance and other as-
sets. Before you despair 
that you don’t have near-
ly enough to provide for 
them, remember your 
child(ren) would likely 
qualify for Social Securi-
ty benefits on your earn-
ing record until they are 
18 or leave high school. 
You can name a separate 
person in your will to 
serve as conservator for 
the child(ren) or set up 
an appropriate trust to 
protect a portion of as-
sets until the child(ren) 
are adults. Both options 
may be needed. You 
probably should discuss 
long-term care planning 
options with your at-
torney and possibly the 
need for additional life 
insurance to fund goals 
for yourself and the 
child(ren).

3. Legacy Planning. 
In addition to the usual 
terms of a will be sure 
to do some real legacy 
planning that passes 
the intangible gifts of 
dreams, ideals, fam-
ily heritage, and love to 
your child(ren). Such 
items might include a 
journal or diary, scrap-
book, family photos, ge-
nealogy, family stories 
recorded in video, audio 
or writing, newspaper 
clippings, military re-
cords, family recipes, 
and other family heir-
looms that have little 
monetary value but a lot 
of emotional connection. 
Use a personal property 
memorandum to decide 
who gets these things. 
Legacy planning can also 
include business succes-
sion planning, charitable 
objectives, a last letter(s) 
possibly saying what 
you want to be remem-
bered for, life lessons 
you want to pass on or 
discussing someone that 
had a great influence in 

your life. You might in-
clude the love and pride 
you have for your chil-
dren. Remember a spe-
cial event or moment to-
gether. My grandmother 
raised 10 children alone 
after her husband died. 
She left me her sugar 
cookie recipe. It was leg-
endary in our family. I 
still feel special knowing 
she choose me to pre-
serve that legacy. As her 
health failed, Mum, my 
husband’s mother, left 
me hours and hours of 
wisdom on how not to 
complain with pain and 
insights on how to build 
a solid marriage. She 
framed a poem she lived 
by with some simple 
lace that I cherish.

4. Other parts of a sol-
id plan. An estate plan 
may start with a simple 
will but should include a 
health care and a finan-
cial power of attorney. 
Your children may not 
be old enough now to 
serve as your agent in 
these documents, but 
you should discuss with 
your attorney how these 
essential documents can 
later be modified when 
the children are mature 
enough to handle such 
responsibilities.  

Disclaimer: Information 
contained in this column 
is meant to be of general 
information on frequently 
asked questions concerning 
disability, elder law, estate 
planning and probate law, 
and does not contain specif-
ic legal advice to a client. No 
attorney-client relationship 
is created by reading this 
column. January 2023 Ti-
tle: Estate Planning   Tags: 
Wills, Guardians, Legacy 
Planning, Bequeaths, Ad-
vance Directives

Linda Farron Knapp, 
Attorney at Law, is a 
member of the National 
Academy of Elder Law 
Attorneys. “Leading the 
Way in Estate Planning, 
Elder Law and Special 
Needs Trusts”

Boomer Briefing
Estate planning is important

Over the span of two 
and a half years, 

I have delved into R.A. 
Salvatore’s War of the 
Spider Queen, set in the 
Dungeons and Dragons 
setting of The Forgotten 
Realms. 

The story follows the 
journey of several drow, 
or dark elves, as they 
travel through the Under-
dark, the subterranean 
world under the conti-
nent of Faerûn, to discov-
er the cause of the missing 
presence of their goddess, 
Lolth, also known as the 
Spider Queen. The books 
focus on several charac-
ters including the impos-
ing priestesses Quenthel, 
Halisstra, and Danifae, 
the werewolf-like crea-
ture, Jeggred, the sarcas-
tic and vexing wizard 
Pharaun, the warrior 
Ryld, and a ranger named 
Valas. 

Over the course of six 
books, I was led on an ad-
venture through caverns, 
cities, and the very planes 
of hell. By journey’s end, 
however, I found myself 
less than fulfilled.  

The books are chock-
full of things that fantasy 
readers would love. Mag-
ic, sword fights, mon-
sters, political intrigue, 
and shadowy assassina-
tions. These bits I loved, 
but they were not enough 
to carry the series as one 
conducive saga. The big-
gest lack of appeal for the 
book series, which in es-
sence ruins it as a whole, 
is that there isn’t a char-
acter worth rooting for. 
The drow live in a society 
that is corrupt and der-
elict, per the will of Lolth, 
and it’s a society where a 
dagger to the back from a 
sibling is as common as 
a “hello” in the market-

place. Of course, such a 
society is not poor fodder 
for a fantasy book series, 
but the heavy reliance by 
Salvatore on characters 
that are products of this 
kind of culture does not 
make for good heroes. 
Largely, none of the char-
acters are admirable, and 
they have no qualities 
that are laudable. 

The only hope for a 
commendable character 
is Halisstra, who halfway 
through the series turns 
from the darkness of Lolth 
to the light of the moon 
goddess, Eilistraee. Un-
fortunately, this conver-
sion is short lived, and 
by the ending of the book 
the pinprick of light that 
the reader experiences 
through Halisstra is ex-
tinguished. The goddess 
Lolth is resurrected, while 
many of the characters 
that made up the arc of 
the story are eradicated. It 
is not a book series with a 
satisfying conclusion. 

I kept going through 

the books, held up by 
the hope that some good 
would come out of the 
shadows of a corrupt so-
ciety and that there would 
be some kind of answer to 
the mystery of the Spider 
Queen. Unfortunately, 
Salvatore and his arsenal 
of supporting authors 
failed to deliver, and I am 
reluctant to recommend 
the series. If you want 
to see some entertaining 
fight scenes, sure, give it 
a go. Want to see people 
(or dark elves) stab each 
other in the back? Alright. 
Want a good story?

Probably find another 
series to read. 

If you’d like to learn more 
about David, visit his website 
at cordersbookcorner.blogspot.
com. There you can read short 
stories and other articles as 
well as sign up for his monthly 
newsletter in which you will 
receive writing updates, exclu-
sive snippets of current proj-
ects, and more! You can also 
email him at dbcorderwriter@
gmail.com.

Corder’s Creative Corner 
Book Review: R.A. Salvatore’s

"The War of the Spider Queen" 
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer

Linda 
Farron 
Knapp

Columnist
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PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

Grade: 12th
Sports: Cheer, Basketball 

and Volleyball
Favorites…
•Food: Chicken Alfredo
•Movie/TV shows: Outer 

Banks, Where the Crawdad 
Sings

•Snack: Cheez-its
•Coaches: Coach Larry 

and Coach Howze
•Free time activity: 

Shopping and going to the 
beach

•Musician: Morgan Wallen
Goal for this season: 

Have fun and win!

Carrie Hutto
Jefferson Davis Academy

Grade: 9th
Sports: Football and 

Wrestling
Favorites…
•Food: Sandwiches
•Movie/TV shows: Star 

Wars
•Snack: Chips
•Coaches: Coach Barnes 

and Coach Roth
•Free time activity: 

Reading and Gaming
•Musician: Queen and 

The Beatles
Goal for this season: 

Continue to get better.

Tagan Youngblood
Barnwell High School

Thursday, Jan. 26
• Williston-Elko @ Pelion 
 6:15
• Community Christian @  
 JDA 6:00

Friday, Jan. 27
• Blackville-Hilda @  
 Calhoun Academy 6:00
• Ridge Spring-Monetta @  
 Williston-Elko 6:00
• Barnwell @ Edisto 6:30 

Monday, Jan. 30
• JDA @ Calhoun Academy  
 6:00 

Tuesday, Jan. 31
• Williston-Elko @  
 Denmark-Olar 6:30
• Wagener-Salley @  
 Blackville-Hilda 6:30

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL 

SCHEDULE
(Boys & Girls)

Blackville and Barnwell wrestlers 
compete at CA Johnson

The Blackville-Hilda Hawks 
and Barnwell Warhorses along 
with the Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Red Raiders traveled to Co-
lumbia to compete in a quad-
match with the CA Johnson 
Hornets. Each team had wres-
tlers representing multiple 
weight classes, that could face 
each team and wrestle up to 
three times on the night.

Barnwell’s top three wres-
tlers Josh Carillo, Lakota Scott, 
and Maurice Odom had a great 
night for the Warhorses. Josh 
competed in the 152 lb. clas-
sification and won all three 
of his matches by pinning his 
opponents. Lakota also won 
all three of his matches by 
pinning all three opponents 
he faced in the 195 lb. division. 
Maurice looked strong in the 
220 lb. division pinning his 
opponents from Blackville and 
Bamberg.

“We didn’t pick up where 
we left off from last week as 
a group,” said Barnwell coach 
William Barnes. “Our top 
three guys - Josh Carillo 152 
lbs., LaKota Scott 195 lbs., and 
Maurice Odom 220 lbs. - are 
doing a heck of a job finding 
ways not only to win matches, 
but to pin their opponents. 
I liked what Kaleb Wilson 
(170 lbs.) did tonight. Our top 
guys did great, but as a team 
we made mistakes that can 
flip the entire match. Luckily, 
we will face two of the three 
teams we faced tonight again 
before the state individual 
tournament starts. There’s a 
second chance out there to 
gain some momentum head-
ing into playoffs.”

Blackville’s top three wres-
tlers each earned two wins on 
the night for the Hawks.

Omari Jenkins, Ziran Load-
holt, and Stevie Jones each fin-
ished the night 2-1. Omari de-
feated Bamberg and Barnwell 
wrestlers in the heavyweight 
class. Ziran earned wins over 
Bamberg and Barnwell in the 
170 lb. division. Stevie also 
got wins over Bamberg and 
Barnwell in the 180 lb. group. 
Eric Mullah earned a win over 
CA Johnson in the 123 lb. class 
and Jalen Brown also earned 
a win over CA Johnson in the 
140 lb. group.

Blackville-Hilda Hawks 
coach James Kelly also had a 
couple of JV wrestlers from 
Williston do really well on 
the night, each earning three 

wins. Raziya Miller defeated 
all three of his opponents in 
the 113 lb. weight class and 
his teammate Keith Rich-
ardson was also 3-0 in the 
105 lb. group. Next year the 
Blackville-Hilda Hawks and 
Williston-Elko Blue Devils 
will combine to form a con-
solidated varsity team.

“We will continue to build 
for next season with our aim 
for home matches in Blackville 
and working to develop our 
program for 1A-2A State. I 
would like to personally thank 
everyone in the community 
for following our journey and 

encouraging our wrestlers 
as we grow as a team!” said 
Coach Kelly. 

He recog nized several 
wrestlers who are improving, 
showing up to every practice, 
and giving it their all includ-
ing: Stevie Jones, Avery Pries-
ter (Cap), Keith Richardson, 
Jaylen Jones (JJ), Raziya Mill-
er, Timothy Beard, Andrew 
Brown, Ziran Loadholt, and 
Omari Jenkins (Tuck). “Also, 
a special honorable mention 
to Ben Adams, whose constant 
dedication to the program and 
push to improve is unrivaled. 
Unfortunately, he was injured 

during the season and was un-
able to continue.” However, he 
will be back next year. 

“As a first-year program, 
commitment is pivotal for 
growth and development dur-
ing the season. I have noticed 
huge growth in all of the mem-
bers of the Blackville Hawks 
wrestling team from day one 
until now,” said Coach Kelly.

Good luck to Barnwell and 
Blackville as they finish up 
the regular season and get 
ready for the State Individual 
Tournament!

HIGH SCHOOL 
WRESTLING

Thursday, Jan. 26
• Barnwell @ Bamberg- 
 Ehrhardt 6:00 

Tuesday, Jan. 31
• Barnwell @ Pelion 6:00
• Blackville/Williston  
 Consolidated @ Pelion 6:00

Ziran Loadholt from Blackville and Kaleb Wilson from Barnwell fought in one of the best matches of the night in the 170 lb. division. 

This contest went all 3 rounds before Loadholt got the narrow victory over Wilson. Photo By: James Kelly

Photo By: Derek Youngblood

Barnwell’s Maurice Odom defeated his Bamberg opponent in the 220 lb. class. Barnwell’s Maurice 

Odom defeated his Bamberg opponent in the 220 lb. class.

“We will continue to build for next season 
with our aim for home matches in Blackville 

and working to develop our program for
1A-2A State. I would like to personally thank 
everyone in the community for following our 

journey and encouraging our wrestlers
as we grow as a team.”
— Blackville Coach James Kelly
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Jefferson Davis Boys Basketball records
10th win

The Jefferson Davis 
Academy Boys Basket-
ball team finished last 
week winning against 
Wardlaw Academy and 
Crown Leadership, but 
lost to Faith Christian 
to finish the week 2-1. 
With the results of these 
games bringing JDA’s 
overall record to 10-6 and 
2-2 in region play.

Raiders coach Anthony 
Reitenour said, “Despite 
battling through some 
sickness, for both myself 
and one of our start-
ers, the guys continue to 
improve. We have hit 10 
wins for what I’m able 
to tell, is only the second 
time in the last 18 years, 
moving us to 10-6 on the 
season. I am proud of 
the way they keep fight-
ing to the end in games. 

That will come in to play 
heavily as the playoffs 
approach.”

The Raiders are hoping 
to close out the regular 
season on a winning 
note. The next contest 
is on Tuesday, January 
24 at Colleton Prep, fol-
lowed by a home game 
on Thursday, January 
26 against Community 
Christian. The remain-
ing regular season games 
are at Calhoun Academy 
on Monday, January 30, 
a region contest at Holly 
Hill Academy on Friday, 
February 3, at Holly Trin-
ity on Thursday, Febru-
ary 9, and another region 
battle against Charleston 
Collegiate at home on 
Friday, February 10 to 
close the regular season.

Good luck to the Raid-
ers as they close the reg-
ular season and prepare 
for the playoffs!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Carter Loadholt of JDA hits a jump shot for the Raiders.

JDA Lady Raiders Basketball crushes
Faith Christian 51-5

Kole Lawson plays tough defense for the Raiders.

Photos By: Kathy Googe

The Jefferson Davis 
Academy Boys Basket-
ball team finished last 
week winning against 
Wardlaw Academy and 
Crown Leadership, but 
lost to Faith Christian 
to finish the week 2-1. 
With the results of these 
games bringing JDA’s 
overall record to 10-6 and 
2-2 in region play.

Raiders coach Antho-
ny Reitenour said, “De-
spite battling through 
some sickness, for both 

myself and one of our 
starters, the guys con-
tinue to improve. We 
have hit 10 wins for what 
I’m able to tell, is only the 
second time in the last 
18 years, moving us to 
10-6 on the season. I am 
proud of the way they 
keep fighting to the end 
in games. That will come 
in to play heavily as the 
playoffs approach.”

The Raiders are hoping 
to close out the regular 
season on a winning 
note. The next contest 
is on Tuesday, January 
24 at Colleton Prep, fol-
lowed by a home game 

on Thursday, January 
26 against Community 
Christian. The remain-
ing regular season games 
are at Calhoun Academy 
on Monday, January 30, 
a region contest at Holly 
Hill Academy on Friday, 
February 3, at Holly Trin-
ity on Thursday, Febru-
ary 9, and another region 
battle against Charleston 
Collegiate at home on 
Friday, February 10 to 
close the regular season.

Good luck to the Raid-
ers as they close the reg-
ular season and prepare 
for the playoffs!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

JDA’s Emma Craig scoring 2 of her 28 points against Faith Christian.

JDA defeated Faith Christian 51-5 on Friday, Jan. 20. Photos By: Kathy Googe

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION              (Puzzle is on page 5B)
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78 pl aye r s  f r o m 
states near and 

far came to the Willis-
ton Town Park on Janu-
ary 14 to participate in 
Winter time in Williston– 
the Williston Disc Golf 
Club’s first tournament 
of the year. 

Professional, amateur, 
and beginner disc golf-
ers from South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Georgia, 
and even Ohio, came to 
compete.

Here are the results: 

Mixed Pro Open: 
First- Tal Wambeke 
Second- Kevin Allison
Third- Adam McJunkin
Fourth- Hunter 
Boeckman 

Mixed Junior under 12: 
Grayson Moody 

Mixed Amateur:
Ron Baughman 
Nicholas Enriquez 
Grant Tyler 
Daniel Evans 

Mixed Amateur 40+:
Russell Breault 
C.J. Siege Nappier 
Craig Simmons 
Mel Dickerson 

Mixed Amateur 50+: 
Jason Dudarenke 
Stephen Courtwright 

Mixed Amateur 60+: 
Don Wall
Brian Morton 

Mixed Amateur 2: 
Daniel Tedeschi 
Alan Vazquez 
Ryan Brazell
Paul Katterjohn 

Mixed Amateur 3: 
Tony Flowers 
Clay Smith 
Jose Pineda 
Devon Blitchington 

Mixed Amateur 4: 
Ross Smith 
Carter Daigle 
Eric Hudson
Austin Phillips

Winter in Williston - Disc Golf

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck
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BLAZETON – Karly Kindling sparked surprise in the people watching last night’s basketball game between the Southside Scorchers and the Eastside Embers at Flaming Torch High School.
“I ate a burrito just before the game,” said Karly. “I overdid it with the hot sauce I added. The burrito caused my stomach to be a bit upset when I started the game.”

The burrito caused stomach gas to form in the belly of the star forward for the Eastside Embers. Just as she caught the ball from a teammate, she burped.
The burp caused a burst of flame to shoot out of her mouth, burning the basketball to a crisp.

“Karly took it well. She took a big breath and got right back in the game, shooting a three-pointer with a new ball moments later,” said coach Coalsworth.
“But from now on,” said Coalsworth, “our players will be sticking with orange slices and ice water before a game!”

WHAT happened? This is the EFFECT.

Read this silly article to answer 
these questions.

How many 
differences 

can you find 
between 
these two 
dragons?

One event 
makes 

something 
else happen. 
That’s cause 
and effect!

WHY did it happen? This is the CAUSE.

Think about something that happened at 
your school this week. What was the 
CAUSE and EFFECT?

CAUSE:

EFFECT:

Look at the pictures below. They tell a silly story of cause and 
effect. But they are out of order. Number the pictures to 
show the correct order.

Scrambled Story

Before 
and After

Standards Link: Identify cause 
and effect using visual cues.

The cause of something 
happens before the 
effect. Look at a 

photograph in the 
newspaper. Try to 

imagine what 
happened before the 
picture was taken. 

Why do you think that?

News articles tell about the cause 
and the effect of things that 
happen. News articles report on 
something that happened and 
explain why. The headline tells 
what happened—or the effect. 
The article gives more details

and tells why it happened—or the 
cause. A good headline sparks your 
curiosity and makes you want to read 
the article to learn more.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 8

What’s your scoop?
Write a sentence or short 

paragraph that tells the who, 
what, when and where of 
some news happening in 

your school.

The noun scoop means 
being the first to publish 

information that is of high 
interest and importance.

SCOOP

Try to use the word scoop 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Carol got the scoop about 
the new stadium before all 
the other sports reporters.

This week’s word:

Work with a family 
members to draw lines 

to connect each CAUSE 
with its EFFECT.

I missed 
the bus.

I was late 
for school.

I left my 
popsicle in 

the sun.

It 
melted.

My cousin 
told me a 

funny 
joke.

Birds 
splashed 

and chirped 
happily.

I filled the 
bird bath 
with fresh 

water.

I laughed 
and told it 

to my 
friends.

I studied 
each night 
before the 

big test.

I got 
an A!

I read a 
spooky 

story last 
night.

I had a 
bad 

dream.

Select an article in the newspaper. After 
reading the article carefully, write a summary 
of the effect or what happened. Then write the 
cause or why it happened.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Summarize main ideas in writing.

News Cause and Effect

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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BASKETBALL
BURP
CAUSE
DETAILS
DRAGON

EFFECT
EMBERS
FLAMES
HAPPEN
NEWS
ORDER

READ

THINK
WATER

WHY

Only two of these dragons are exactly alike. Can you find them?

Dragon Doubles

ANSWER: Trying to
blow out the candles 

on the cake!

Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.

Blackville: (803) 284-3001
Williston: (803) 266-7722
Wagener: (803) 564-5012

www.russellspizzasc.com
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