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Roy  Andrew Metts - Allendale

Mary Dukes Nix - Lexington

Harriet Wyatt Stone - Allendale

June Sweeney - Barnwell

Helen Jernigan Thompson - Williston

Robert Jay “Bob” Weatherby - Williston

OBITUARIES, 7A

Election held 

for vacant town 

council seats

The Town of Williston and 
the Town of Hilda are holding 
special elections on January 31 
to fill the vacant seats on their 
respective town councils. 

Voters will head to their 
respective polling places 
on January 31 to select the 
candidate they feel will best 
serve their town. 

Williston residents can 
place their vote for one of 
three candidates at either 
the Williston Town Hall and 
the Elko Fire Department, 
depending on their precinct. 
Hilda residents can place their 
vote at the Hilda Town Hall. 

The polls open at 7 a.m. and 

close at 7 p.m. at all locations. 
Williston Town Council 

candidates are Alyson Collins, 
Judy Taylor ,  and Margo 
Huggins, and the Hilda Town 
Council candidate is Allie 
Beasley. 

Collins is a lifelong Williston 
resident and educator at 
Barnwell Primary School. 
She is currently a member of 
the Recreation & Activities 
Committee and the zoning 
board in Williston, and plans to 
be “motivated and tenacious in 
building a great future for our 
town,” if elected. 

Taylor was raised in Williston 
and hopes to “be the change 
from within,” if elected. A 
former USPS mail carrier, 
Taylor dedicates her time to 

Albany Platts, Vikki Scott, John Simpson, and Missy Platts of The Animal Advocates cut the ribbon to 

the building housing dogs from Barnwell County at Big Dog Ranch, a dog rescue in Shorter, Alabama.
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New partnership will 
save hundreds of dogs

Barnwell girls 

basketball win 

region opener,

Sports, B1Sports, B1

Cemetery changes cause county complaints 

Many Barnwell County resi-
dents have laid their loved 
ones to rest close to home in the 
Barnwell County Cemetery, and 
for decades have been able to 
decorate their gravesite in com-
memoration of a life once lived. 

In May 2022, the Barnwell 
County Council approved to 
amend the cemetery ordinance 
which changed the ability to 

personalize plots. 
The amendment went into 

full enforcement nearly five 
months later on October 19, 
2022, and with this came a slew 
of complaints brought to the 
county’s attention both online 
and at county council meetings. 

Barnwell County Ordinance 
2022-05-389 relating to the Barn-
well County Cemetery was 
amended to “enable grounds-
keepers to mow and weed-eat 
the cemetery more effectively 
and efficiently,” states the up-
date published in The People-

Sentinel by the county and on 
the county’s Facebook page. 

“All statues will be removed 
unless they are attached to the 
head stone or otherwise at-
tached permanently to the plot; 
and all family mementoes will 
be removed,” stated the post.  

The removal of family me-
mentoes is what most of the 
complaints online and at county 
meetings pertained to, with 
questions as to where these 
sentimental items are going and 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

H
undreds  of  dogs 
each year are go-
ing to be wagging 

goodbye to Barnwell County 
to head to a nationwide rescue 
in search of life-long and lov-
ing homes through a partner-
ship secured by The Animal 
Advocates. 

“If we're going to really 
help these animals in Barn-
well County, we've got to be 
progressive and we've got 
to keep up with other states, 
other counties,” said Vikki 
Scott, founder and chair of 
The Animal Advocates as well 
as director of the Friends for 
Life Center.  

“We have to think outside 
of the box, and like in any 
Southern rural town, rescues 
are struggling,” said Scott. 

Counties in the rural south 
are facing an overpopulation 
epidemic. Vacant lots have 
become homes for colonies of 
feral cats and drivers are more 
cautious for dogs rather than 
deer on the road. 

When animals are picked 
up by animal control officers 
for being a nuisance, they 

are brought to an already 
exhausted county shelter for 
tax-payer funded care and a 
cage they may never leave to 
no fault of their own or the 
often dedicated shelter staff. 

The root of the issue is a 
lack of spaying and neuter-
ing, and local laws that do 
not provide repercussions for 
individuals who perpetuate 
this issue. 

“It's not fair to them. They're 
not asking to be born into an 
overpopulated community,” 
said Missy Platts. 

Missy Platts is the office 
manager at the Friends for 
Life Center, the Animal Ad-
vocates’ adoption facility. She 
has been working with the 
rescue for six years and sees 
the overpopulation issue first-
hand on a daily basis. 

“When they're born, they're 
looked at as a problem,” said 
Platts .  “And they’re born 
because of the problems that 
we have, which are no restric-
tions and people are not made 
to get their animals spayed 
and neutered.” 

To aid in their continued 
effort against overpopulation 
and serving the animals of 
Barnwell County, the Animal 
Advocates partnered with 
Big Dog Ranch (BDR) – a na-

tional rescue whose mission 
is to rescue, rehabilitate, and 
educate until every dog has a 
loving home. 

BDR has saved over 50,000 
dogs since 2008, and recently 
expanded their facilities from 
their base in West Palm Beach, 
Florida, to a newly built res-
cue in Shorter, Alabama.  

The rescue in Alabama was 
formerly a greyhound train-
ing and racing facility and has 
been converted into a place 
where dogs can come for 
solace rather than be used as 
gambling pawns. This transi-
tion particularly impressed 
Laura Buice, Barnwell County 
Animal Shelter Foundation 
member who visited the Ala-
bama facility alongside Scott, 
Platts, and others. 

“It went from being such a 
negative place to such a posi-
tive place,” said Buice. 

The Animal Advocates have 
sponsored a building set to be 
used as an intake/quarantine/
evaluation area where the 
needs of each dog will be as-
sessed to best place them in 
the many areas of the facility. 

“They will stay there at 
least 10 days, and that's where 
they evaluate if they need 

Rotary recognizes students for service above self,
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Gatlin seeks to grow 
county fire service

Barnwell County’s new fire 
coordinator wants to grow the 
local fire service. 

Wesley Gatlin was hired in 
late 2022 to fill the position 
previously held by Timbo 
Williams, who retired in 
September 2022 after 18 years 
of service as the county’s 
first fire coordinator. For 
the past 17 years, Gatlin has 
been a volunteer firefighter 
with the Barnwell Rural Fire 
Department, where he worked 
his way up from engineer to 
lieutenant to assistant chief.

“I love helping people in the 
community,” said Gatlin of 
being in the fire service. 

Gatlin spent 15 years working 
for Swiss Krono in Snelling, 
including 12 years in production 
and three years overseeing 
the flooring manufacturer’s 
emergency response services. 
In April 2021, he joined the 
St. Paul Fire Department in 
Charleston County. After 

Williams encouraged Gatlin to 
apply for the fire coordinator’s 
position, he was hired. 

“It  got me back in the 
community I live in versus 
Charleston County,” said 
Gatlin, who also worked part-
time for Medshore Ambulance 
during his time with St. Paul. 

His main goal is to help 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Wesley Gatlin

Some residents are upset with a new ordinance that allows the 

county to remove items from graves at Barnwell County Cemetery.

See GATLIN, 3A

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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The City of Barnwell 
started a new tradition 
this year to recognize 
excellence. Citizen of the 
Year and Business of the 
Year were awarded to 
two residents who have 
gone above and beyond 
to serve the community. 

At the annual December 
3, 2022 Christmas parade 
and tree lighting, former 
Barnwell City Council-
man Pickens Williams 
Sr. and Barry Creech of 
Creech Auto and Electric 
Services were awarded 
as the first Citizen of the 
Year and Business of the 
Year, respectively. 

“Congratulations to 
both of these gentlemen 
for being the first City 
of Barnwell Citizen and 
Business of the Year,” 
said Councilman Ron 
Still in a Facebook post 
about the accomplish-
ments of both Williams 
and Creech. 

Both were nominated 
by Rick Holcombe. 

Pickens Williams Sr.
Williams' service to 

his community began 
long before holding any 
elected offices. 

He first started serv-
ing the community as a 
student bus driver and 
continued to serve his 
nation as a staff sergeant 
in the National Guard for 
nine years. 

In 1968, Williams was 
elected to the Barnwell 
School District 45 school 
board where he served 
for nearly a decade, with 
three of those years as 
chairman. 

Ten years later in Au-
gust 1978, Williams was 
appointed by the Barn-
well County Council to 
serve on the Vocational 
School Board (now the 
Barnwell County Career 
Center) until 1988. Wil-
liams served as chair-
man of this board from 
1986-88. 

Williams was also an 
original member of the 
Barnwell County Trans-
portat ion Committee 
where he served for two 

years. 
“He has his name on 

more dedications than 
anyone in Barnwell with a 
total of six,” said Council-
man Still. “These include 
the science wing and the 
football stadium at Barn-
well High School, Lemon 
Park, Barnwell City Hall, 
City of Barnwell Law En-
forcement Center and one 
of the city fire trucks.” 

In 1996, he was elect-
ed to the Barnwell City 
Council where he served 
for 25 years until his res-
ignation in June 2021. 
During his time as a city 
councilman he served as 
Mayor Pro-Tem when 
former Mayor Ed Lemon 
retired in 2018. 

Aside from his service 
in office, Williams was 
one of the original owners 
of Still & Williams. 

Creech Auto and Elec-
tric Services

Located on Main Street, 
Creech Auto and Electric 
Services and its owner, 
Barry Creech, have served 
the Barnwell community 
for many years. 

Creech Auto and Elec-
tric Services have been 
handling the automotive 
needs of Barnwell County 
since January 1990. 

Creech has served as 
a youth baseball coach 
in Barnwell County for 
over 25 years. During 
this time, he coached his 
son and grandchildren 
as well. 

“You have  worked 
hard for many years and 
have earned your key to 
the city. Proud of you 
and love you lots,” said 
Creech’s daughter, Stacey 
Epps. 

The Citizen of the Year 
and Business of the Year 
awards are given to a per-
son and place who have 
gone above and beyond 
to benefit the community. 
Each awardee received a 
commemorative license 
plate with the city’s logo, 
a plaque of recognition, 
and a key to the city. 

Nominations are made 
to the City of Barnwell via 
their website or a form 
available at City Hall 
in early December, and 
winners are announced at 
annual holiday festivities. 

Barnwell names inaugural citizen, business of year
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

City of Barnwell’s Mayor Rivera awards Pickens Williams 

Sr. with the 2022 Citizen of the Year award. 

 

TRASH    

STOW IT BEFORE YOU BLOW IT! 
Less Litter and Safer Roads begin 

with Properly Secured Loads. 

Williston Town Council talk 2023 goals

The Town of Williston 
has set forth goals for 
2023 to better the life 
of its residents. These 
goals were detailed at 
the January 9 Williston 
Town Council meeting 
alongside other upcom-
ing events and police 
updates. 

Goals
The first goal set by the 

town is addressing and/
or maintaining infra-
structure and facilities. 
The town hopes to con-
tinue providing attrac-
tive, safe, and reliable 
water and wastewater 
service to its residents. 

Investing in safe side-
walks, roads, and walk-
ing trails are a prior-
ity this year alongside 
partnerships to “expe-
dite broadband infra-
structure deployment.” 
Broadband services are 
growing on the state and 
county level, and town 
officials want to make 
sure Williston is a part 
of the coverage. 

The second goal set is 
to ensure the safety of 
the community through 
“equitable policing prac-
tices,” increasing trans-
parency in police and 
fire operations, and re-
cruiting and retaining 
qualified officers and 
firefighters. 

Entering the new year, 
town officials encour-
age the community to 
provide feedback or con-
cerns on services ren-
dered by the town such 
as police and fire ser-
vices as well as water or 

garbage collection. 
Administrator Michael 

Beasley hopes this com-
munication could possibly 
manifest in future public 
forums or meetings. 

The third goal relates 
to code enforcement and 
compliance in hopes Wil-
liston residents “may 
enjoy a cleaner, safer, 
and better place to live.” 

This involves educat-
ing citizens on municipal 
codes if  they are un-
aware, approving a new 
zoning ordinance, and 
identifying and inves-
tigating any violations. 

Every ten years, mu-
nicipalities are required 
to update their zoning 
ordinances. The Town 
of Williston will be do-
ing this throughout the 
year with the help of the 
Lower Savannah Council 
of Governments. 

The fourth goal per-
tains to recreation and 
ac t iv i t i es .  The  town 
plans to create oppor-
tunities for the public to 
share their ideas on po-
tential programs, events, 
and personal  experi -
ences that would ulti-
mately better recreation 
and activity initiatives 
for all ages.

With these ideas comes 
bringing them to frui-
t ion,  which the town 
hopes to  do through 
expanding partnerships 
and community collabo-
ration. 

Goal number five is 
about beautifying Wil-
liston by improving holi-
day displays, cleaning 
and maintaining over-
grown sidewalks, creat-
ing welcome signage at 
entrances to the town, 
and establishing a beau-

tification committee. 
According to Admin-

istrator Beasley, more 
information about the 
beautification committee 
and updates on new sig-
nage would be detailed 
in the quarterly town 
newsletter. 

The sixth goal relates 
to the town officials and 
staff, and it has already 
been kickstarted within 
the first two weeks of 
the year. 

At the Jan. 9 meeting, 
Administrator Beasley 
explained town employ-
ees had held their first 
staff meeting earlier that 
day where they were 
able to work out better 
methods of communicat-
ing with one another to 
ultimately better serve 
the town. 

In  these  meet ings , 
town employees are ad-
dressing deficiencies and 
formulating solutions 
regarding community 
priorities, internal proce-
dure, customer service, 
and much more. 

Another part of these 
staff meetings are work-
ing toward investing in 
town employee profes-
sional development. 

The seventh goal of the 
town is performing an 
evaluation of all operations 
and systems to identify ar-
eas that need improvement 
and then implement a plan 
to fix them. 

This also includes “es-
tablishing departmen-
tal reports that identify 
the state of the depart-
ments.” 

For more information 
on the status of the 2023 
goals of the Town of Wil-
liston, call the town hall 
at (803) 266-7015 or visit 

https://www.williston-
sc.com/. 

Recreation Committee 
It was brought to the 

attention of council that 
not all of the members 
of the Recreation and 
Activit ies Committee 
have been attending the 
required meetings. 

Administrator Beasley 
explained for the council 
to remove a commit-
tee member, they must 
amend the current reso-
lution to allow the chair-
man of said committee to 
add members. 

The committee was 
originally formed last 
summer and current 
members were appoint-
ed by council members. 
The resolution must be 
amended to allow for 
the current chairman 
to accept people onto 
the committee based on 
council selection criteria. 

WPD Update 
Administrator Beas-

ley was proud to report 
that the Williston Police 
Department (WPD) is 
fully certified and fully 
staffed. 

Last year, the WPD 
was asked to address 
speeding along Main 
Street by the council. 
From January to May of 
2022, 37 speeding tickets 
were issued, and from 
June to December 177 
speeding tickets were 
issued. 

The WPD received a 
total of 1,775 reported 
incidents in 2022, re-
sponding the most to 
incidents of speeding, 
trespassing, performing 
welfare checks, and as-
sisting other agencies.

Circuit  Public  De-
fender Agreement 

At the Jan. 9 meeting, 
the council approved the 
renewal of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MOA) with the Second 
Circuit Public Defend-

er’s Office required by 
state law.

This MOA is good for 
two years, and essen-
tially provides anyone 
arrested in Wil l iston 
who is unable to afford 
legal counsel a public 
defender. 

Each case in need of a 
public defender will cost 
the town $400, which will 
be remitted 15 days after. 

The yearly cost in 2022 
was a total of $6,800. This 
cost is  usually bil led 
quarterly to the town 
per the MOA, but due to 
COVID complications on 
the public defender’s of-
fice’s end, it was billed to 
the town yearly in 2022. 

Providing legal coun-
sel to those who cannot 
afford to do so them-
selves used to be han-
dled by the state, but 
it has since become the 
responsibility of munici-
palities thus requiring 
this MOA to be in place. 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barry Creech and City Administrator Lynn McEwen share 

a laugh while Creech receives the 2022 City of Barnwell 

Business of the Year award. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Pickens Williams Sr. (left) is the Citizen of the Year for the 
City of Barnwell while Barry Creech (right) of Creech Auto 
& Electric won Business of the Year. Contributed Photo

local volunteer efforts 
and is an active voice in 
promoting recreational 
ac t iv i t i es  for  sen ior 
citizens. 

Huggins  moved to 
Williston nearly seven 
years ago and “absolutely 
LOVE(s) living in this 
small town.” Huggins 
has a full time career in 

the agricultural industry, 
owns and operates the 
f loraculture farmette 
R i v e n d a l e  F a r m s , 
and organizes  many 
beautification efforts in 
the Town of Williston 
such as trash pickups, the 
scarecrow display, and 
the Christmas decorations 
along the rail trail. 

Beasley is a local real 
e s ta te  agent  who  i s 
hopeful that Hilda will 
continue to be the great 
small town she remembers 
growing up. Beasley is 
“eager to assist the citizens 
of Hilda,” if elected.  

To read a profile on each 
of the candidates, turn to 
pages A8-9. 

Candidates: Find out who's running for 
Williston & Hilda town councils FROM PAGE 1A
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Barnwell City Council remembers councilman

Barnwell City Council 
began its Jan. 9 meeting 
by remembering one of 
their own. 

Council approved a 
resolution in memory of 
Councilman Brad All, 
who died unexpectedly 
on Dec. 24, 2022. He was 
elected in November 2021. 

“He was recognized by 
his fellow council mem-
bers for his honesty and 
sense of duty to the city 
and his constituents…
he was a kindhearted, 
devoted and loyal man 
with a true gift for ser-
vice,” stated part of the 
resolution. 

After reading the reso-
lution, Mayor Marcus Ri-
vera presented a framed 
copy to All’s widow, Jes-
sica. Many of All’s other 
loved ones were also in 
attendance. 

“His service has not gone 
unnoticed,” said Mayor Ri-
vera to Jessica All. 

Brad All is the fourth 
city councilman to die 
while in office since the 
summer of 2020. 

A special election will 
be held on March 21 to fill 
All’s seat. 

Business Development
Ethan Batchler spoke 

during public comment 
about his desire to open 
a tattoo shop in the city. 

He last spoke before 
council two years ago as 
he tried to open a shop, 
but couldn’t find a build-
ing that met the zoning 
requirements. However, 
he’s now found one in the 
city limits. 

“I think it will be a good 
thing for the community,” 
said Batchler, who previ-
ously worked six years at 
a shop in Denmark.

He said having a li-

censed shop will help 
prevent people from tat-
tooing out of their house, 
which can lead to diseases 
and blood-borne patho-
gens. He has all certifica-
tions required by DHEC, 
he said.

City Administrator 
Lynn McEwen said the 
property that Batchler 
is looking at is zoned 
highway commercial , 
which would meet zon-
ing requirements. How-
ever, she said the council 
would need to approve 
the tattoo shop, accord-
ing to state requirements. 
The topic will be on the 
February council meeting 
agenda. 

Following his com-
ments, the conversation 
on business develop-
ment continued with 
a presentation and re-
quest from Retail Strate-
gies. The real estate and 
economic development 
agency,  which works 
with municipalities, has 
partnered with South-
ernCarolina Alliance, a 
regional economic de-
velopment agency, to 
help spur retail growth 
in Barnwell County. 

“An estimated $171 mil-
lion is leaving the city 
annually in retail,” said 
Lacey Bacchus, senior 
business developer with 
Retail Strategies. “We 
want to look at how to 
claim some of those dol-
lars and improve the qual-
ity of life.”

Mayor Rivera, Admin-
istrator McEwen, and Bob 
Snead from Southern Pal-
metto Regional Chamber 
of Commerce attended 
a program in November 
2022 through Retail Strat-
egies. 

“Once we all had gone 
through the program, 
we realized that there is 
a great deal of work to 
be done in retail recruit-

ment,” said McEwen. 
That final piece is what 

Retail Strategies is offer-
ing to do by partnering 
with the City of Barnwell, 
Town of Blackville, Town 
of Williston, Barnwell 
County, SCA, and the 
Barnwell County Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration to help with 
retail recruitment. 

“We want to attract new 
commercial retail which 
will attract and retain resi-
dents and a workforce,” 
said Bacchus. 

Retai l  Strategies  is 
seeking a total of $40,000 
split among all parties 
- $20,000 from Barnwell 
County EDC, $10,000 
from Barnwell County, 
$5,000 from the City of 
Barnwell, and $2,500 each 
from the towns of Black-
ville and Williston. 

Barnwell City Coun-
cil decided it was worth 

spending $5,000 to poten-
tially attract new tax rev-
enue and jobs. Since this 
was not in the approved 
budget, the city must take 
the money from savings, 
said McEwen, but can 
include it in the budget 
next year. 

Redistricting
With the completion of 

the 2020 U.S. Census, it’s 
now time for the process 
of redistricting. 

Council members were 
given a copy of the 2020 
Census Benchmark Re-
port as they prepare for 
redistricting, which is 
done every 10 years fol-
lowing the Census. The 
Census showed a 2.1 per-
cent population decrease 
for the City of Barnwell 
– from 4,750 in 2010 to 
4,652 in 2020. 

“As a result, the ideal 
district changed from 
791 to 775,” according 

to the report from the 
S.C. Revenue and Fiscal 
Affairs Office, which rec-
ommends council stays 
within a deviation range 
of 5 percent. 

Currently, Ron Still’s 
District 1 is well over the 
range with 994 residents – 
28.2 percent over. District 
3, which is represented 
Alicia Davis, is under the 
range by 28.68 percent 
with a population of 553. 
The other four districts are 
within the 5 percent range. 

Council was presented 
one option to equalize the 
districts. They will meet 
January 23 at 4 p.m. to 
discuss the matter. 

The city must approve 
the redistricting plan by 
May.

In other news:
• Parks and Recreation 

Director Kevin Roberts 
reported that basketball 
practices started that 

evening with 14 teams 
while a playground reno-
vation is underway at 
Lemon Park. Upcom-
ing events include the 
daddy/daughter dance 
on February 10 from 6-8 
p.m. at Barnwell Elemen-
tary and the Easter egg 
hunt is April 1 at 10 a.m. 
at Lemon Park. 

• Wi-fi and cameras 
are being installed at city 
parks and the downtown 
area. 

• Orders are again 
being taken for veteran 
banners. This is for any 
Barnwell County citizen 
(alive or deceased) who 
has served in the mili-
tary. Contact city hall for 
details. 

• A blight elimination 
program through South-
eastern Housing & Com-
munity Development is 
garnering “a good bit of 
interest already,” said 
McEwen. Letters have 
been sent to owners of tar-
geted properties regard-
ing a meeting to discuss 
the program that would 
demolish dilapidated 
buildings. 

• Council approved the 
second and final read-
ing of four ordinances 
involving zoning chang-
es. Changes included: 
lots between Main and 
Allen streets from R-12 
to Neighborhood Com-
mercial, a lot on Charles 
Street from R-15 to In-
dustrial, a lot between 
Calhoun Street and Marl-
boro Avenue from R-15 
to Highway Commercial, 
and a lot on Main Street 
from Highway Commer-
cial to R-12. 

• Following a closed 
session for pre-litigation 
negotiations involving 
Southern Realty, council 
unanimously voted to 
approve Administrator 
McEwen’s recommenda-
tion on the claim.

Mayor Marcus Rivera presents Jessica All a framed resolution in memory of her 

husband, the late Barnwell City Councilman Brad All.

HealthWise Family Practice Is Proud To Welcome 

SHENIKA CARTER, C.N.P. 
Shenika earned her graduate degree 
at Chamberlain College of Nursing in 
Illinois. She has over 15 years of ex-
perience in the medical field, that 
expands into primary care, medical 
surgical nursing, critical care, and 
long-term care experience.  
 
Shenika was born and raised in Wil-
liston. She enjoys engaging members 
of the community to bring awareness 
to preventive health.   
 
Her motto is “Health is wealth.”  
Knowing that whether it's rainy or 
sunny outside, annual physicals and 
preventative health is very important 
to living a healthy life.  

Accepting new patients starting January 2023.  

HealthWise Family Practice 
154 Wren Street, Barnwell, SC  

Call  803-259-3399  
to schedule an appointment! 

Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

“He was a kindhearted, devoted, and loyal 
man with a true gift for service." 
- Barnwell Mayor Marcus Rivera,

reading a resolution in memory of Councilman Brad All

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell 
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

 Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Like our FaceBook page to find daily specials! 

 

Our Container Grown Fruit Trees are 5-6’ Tall! 

Pick Fruit  this Summer! 

Come see us today! 

PLANT TODAY... 

Apples | Blackberries | Blueberries | Figs  

Fruit Cocktail - multiple fruits on one tree 

Grapes/Muscadine Vines | Nectarines | Peaches 

Pears | Pecans | Plums 

Pomegranates 

support the local fire 
d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i l e 
working to grow and 
improve services that 
ultimately benefit Barnwell 
County’s residents. This 
includes creating county-
wide training so the 10 
county departments don’t 
have to each do their own 
thing.

“One of the main things 
I want to work on is 
recruiting and retaining 
younger volunteers,” said 
Gatlin. “There’s been a big 
decline in volunteers the 
last several years.”

There are simply not 
enough younger people 
stepping up to volunteer 

as many of the long-time 
firefighters are getting 
older and having to stop 
or slow down on their 
services. It’s an issue that 
is affecting departments 
across the country.  

“We need to keep an 
active fire service for our 
community,” said Gatlin, 
who grew up in Hilda 
but now lives in Barnwell. 
“With our 10 departments 
and having volunteers, we 
get quicker response. This 
also helps reduce taxes 
for our residents versus 
having paid fire staff.” 

He encourages anyone 
with an interest in helping 
protect their community 

to consider becoming a 
volunteer firefighter. You 
must be 18 years old to 
be a full member, but 
there are cadet programs 
for teens ages 14 to 18. 
Various certifications must 
be obtained. 

“It’s a chance to help 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I t ’ s 
rewarding whenever you 
help somebody,” said 
Gatlin, whose interest in 
volunteering was sparked 
at age 18 after seeing his 
friends join. 

To learn more about 
what it takes to become 
a volunteer firefighter, 
contact Gatlin or the chief 
of your local department. 

Gatlin: New county fire coordinator wants to 
grow number of volunteers FROM PAGE 1A

HALFORD LAW FIRM 
J. Cameron Halford - Attorney at Law - LLC 

191 Washington Street, Suite 2, Barnwell, South Carolina 29812 

880033--661199--44117777  
Legal Solutions for Business & Life ® 

 

⬧PERSONAL INJURY   
ACCIDENT / INJURY 

⬧FORECLOSURE DEFENSE  
LOSS MITIGATION 

⬧D.U.I. / D.U.S. / JURY TRIALS 
 

⬧ESTATE PLANNING SERVICES 
⬧BUSINESS LAW  

LLC – CORPORATIONS 

BARNWELL ⬧⬧ BAMBERG ⬧⬧ ALLENDALE ⬧⬧AIKEN COUNTIES 
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Arrest reports listed below 
are public record and have 
been provided by local law 
enforcement agencies. All 
persons named are presumed 
innocent until their cases are 
determined in a court of law.

D r a ve n  M c A r t h u r 
Felder, 23, of 1712 Can-
non Bridge Road, Cordo-
va, was arrested on Janu-
ary 13, 2023 by Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(BCSO) for Trafficking 
Meth. Felder was booked 

and released to Barnwell 
County Detention Center 
(BCDC). 

F a t i n a  I .  K n i g h t -
Hudson, 20, of 7360 Bay 
Street, Williston, was ar-
rested on January 9, 2023 
by BCSO for Malicious 
Injury to Personal Prop-
erty. Knight-Hudson was 
booked and released to 
BCDC. 

Pamela Yvonne Ray, 
41, of 546 Blease Creek 
Road, Barnwell, was ar-
rested on January 12, 

2023 by the BCSO for the 
Use of 911 Unlawfully. 
Ray was booked and re-
leased to BCDC.

Preston Devonn Reed, 
45, of 17 Carel Drive 
Apartment 17, Barnwell, 
was arrested on January 
13, 2023 by BCSO for 
Criminal Sexual Conduct 
and Kidnapping. Reed 
was booked and released 
to BCDC. 

Christina Richard-
son, 42, of 30 Pineneedle 
Road, Barnwell, was ar-

rested on January 9, 2023 
by BCSO for Disorderly 
Conduct. Richardson was 
booked and released to 
BCDC. 

Travis Logan Smith, 
23, of 271 Lebanon Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested on 
January 13, 2023 by BCSO 
for Criminal Domestic Vi-
olence. Smith was booked 
and released to BCDC. 

Bryce J. Tolliver, 18, of 
2688 Patterson Mill Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested 
on January 13, 2023 by 

BCSO for Criminal Sexual 
Conduct and Kidnapping. 
Tolliver was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Tyree L. Tolliver, 25, of 
2688 Patterson Mill Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested 
on January 13, 2023 by 
BCSO for Criminal Sexual 
Conduct and Kidnapping. 
Tolliver was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Darius C. Walker, 42, 
of 18 A Dale Apartments, 
Allendale, was arrested 
on January 9, 2023 by 

BCSO for Failure to Pay 
Child Support. Walker 
was booked and released 
to BCDC. 

R o o s e v e l t  K a d e e 
Workman, 31, of 1554 
Black River Road, Barn-
well, was arrested on 
January 9, 2023 by BCSO 
for Pointing and Present-
ing a Firearm at a Person, 
Possession of a Weapon 
During a Violent Crime, 
and Burglary. Workman 
was booked and released 
to BCDC. 

Barnwell County Arrest Reports
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The South Carolina 
Department of Revenue 
(SCDOR) will begin ac-
cepting Individual In-
come Tax returns for tax 
year 2022 on January 23, 
2023, consistent with the 
date announced by the 
IRS. The filing deadline 
for both state and federal 
2022 income tax returns is 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023. 

Last year, more than 
93% of IIT returns were 
filed electronically. Ap-
proximately 87% of re-
funds were issued by di-
rect deposit.

"We are pleased that so 
many South Carolinians 
have accepted online fil-
ing and direct deposit," 
said SCDOR Director 
Hartley Powell. “It's the 
safest, most accurate way 
to file and the fastest way 
to receive refunds."

File online. 
Filing online with a 

reputable provider is 
convenient, secure, and 
accurate. Many South 
Carolinians are eligible 
to file online for free with 
easy-to-use tax prepara-
tion software. Visit dor.
sc.gov/iit-filing to view 
all of your filing options. 

Make sure you have all 
W-2s, 1099s, and other 
necessary documents 
before you file. Year-end 
pay stubs may not match 
what your employer re-
ports to us, which can 
slow down processing. 

Choose direct deposit.
Direct deposit is the 

fastest and safest refund 
option. Your refund is 

deposited directly into 
your bank account, so 
there's no need to wor-
ry about lost or stolen 
checks and no waiting 
on delayed or returned 
mail. Learn more about 
why direct deposit is the 
preferred refund option 
at dor.sc.gov/refund. 

Allow time for pro-
cessing and fraud pre-
vention.

We will begin process-
ing returns February 6, 
2023 to allow employers 
time to meet the January 
31 W-2 submission dead-
line. Fighting fraud to 
protect taxpayer dollars 
is our priority.

Tax return and refund 
processing is expected to 
take 6-8 weeks from Feb-
ruary 6 or the date you 
file, whichever is later, 
to allow the SCDOR to 
use all available tools to 
check for fraud and pro-
tect your refund. 

Track your refund.
Check your refund 

status anytime using the 
Where's My Refund tool 
at dor.sc.gov/refund. You 
can track which of the 
four stages your refund 
is in – fraud check, accu-
racy review, final verifica-
tion, refund approval and 
preparation – and the esti-
mated timeframe for each 
stage. Keep in mind that if 
you choose a paper check 
refund, your processing 
time may be longer. 

New for the 2023 IIT 
season:
• Military retirement 

pay exclusion. Be-
cause of a new law 
enacted last year, all 
military retirement 
pay is excluded from 
South Carolina Indi-
vidual Income Tax 
beginning in tax year 
2022. Reduce the re-
tirement deduction 
and the age 65 and 
older deduction by 
the amount of mili-
tary retirement de-
duction taken. For 

more information, 
refer to SC Revenue 
Ruling #22-11, avail-
able at dor.sc.gov/
policy.

• Rebate recipients 
pay no state taxes on 
their payment. Those 
who received a state 
tax rebate in 2022 
may receive a 1099G, 
but they owe no state 
taxes on their rebate, 
since it is considered 
a refund.

• An increase in the 
dependent exemp-
tion. The exemption 
amount for tax year 
2022 is $4,430 and 
is allowed for each 
eligible dependent, 
including both quali-
fying children and 
qualifying relatives.

• An increase in the 
Motor Fuel User Fee 
Credit. The refund-
able credit increases 
from 9 cents per gal-
lon to 11 cents per 
gallon for tax year 

2022. Full or part-
year resident taxpay-
ers may claim the 
refundable credit for 
the lesser of the in-
crease in South Caro-
lina Motor Fuel User 
Fee they paid during 
2022 or the preven-
tative maintenance 
costs they incurred 
in South Carolina 
during the tax year.

• An increase in the 
Earned Income Tax 
Credit. Full-year 
residents may claim 
the South Carolina 
Earned Income Tax 
Credit if they are eli-
gible for the federal 
credit. For tax year 
2022, the non-refund-
able credit is equal to 
104.17% of the Fed-
eral Earned Income 
Tax Credit allowed 
the taxpayer.  

Stay informed.
Find more resources 

for the tax season at dor.
sc.gov/iit.

Individual income tax season opens Jan. 23
Contributed

S.C. Dept. of Revenue

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF BARNWELL, SOUTH CAROLINA 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Barnwell County Board of Voter Registration & Elections 
will conduct a Special Election for the City of Barnwell on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 to 
fill an unexpired term of City Council District #5. This is a nonpartisan election and no 
party affiliation shall be placed on the ballot. 
 
The early voting period for this election begins Monday, March 6, 2023 and ends on Fri-
day, March 17, 2023. The following early voting center will be open during the early vot-
ing period from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and any holiday). 
 

Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office,  
367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC 

 
Precincts involved in this election are Barnwell #1, and Barnwell #2. Polling places for 
this Special Election will be held at the National Guard Armory, 10233 Marlboro Ave., 
Barnwell, SC. 
 
Persons desiring to be candidates for the above listed office may file with the Barnwell 
County Voter Registration & Elections Office located at 367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, 
SC.  Books will be open for filing on January 23, 2023 at Noon and remain open until 
February 3, 2023 at Noon. There will be a filing fee of $25.00 for the office of City Coun-
cil. Persons desiring to vote in this election must be duly registered on the County Books 
of Registration as an elector and a resident of the municipality, not less than 30 days prior 
to the date of election. The last day to register to vote for this municipal election will be 
February 21, 2023.  
 
To register to vote in Barnwell County or update your address and/or other voter registra-
tion information, please visit the office of the Barnwell County Registration & Elections 
at 367 Fuldner Rd. Barnwell, SC. The office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Citizens with a current and valid S.C. Driver’s License or DMV ID Card 
can register to vote and update their address online at scvotes.gov. 
 
The polls shall open at 7:00 a.m. on Election Day and close at 7:00 p.m. At 9:00 a.m. on 
Election Day, the Barnwell County Election Commission will begin examination of the 
absentee ballot return envelopes. This examination will be held at the Barnwell County 
Voter Registration & Elections office located at 367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC. 
 
On Thursday, March 23, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., the Barnwell County Election Commission 
will hold a hearing to determine the validity of all ballots challenged in this election at the 
Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office located at 367 Fuldner Rd., Barn-
well, SC. 
 
Any run-off will be held two weeks after the election on Tuesday, April 4, 2023. 

NOTICE OF ELECTION 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA                     COUNTY OF BARNWELL 
 
Notice is hereby given that the School Trustee Election will be held on April 
11, 2023. Two seats will be filled in Barnwell School District #45. Any per-
son wishing to register to vote in this election must do so no later than 
March 11, 2023. Districts #19 and #29 have been consolidated and will not 
be included in this election. 
 
The early voting period for this election begins Monday, March 27, 2023 
and ends on Friday, April 7, 2023. The following early voting center will be 
open during the early voting period from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  Monday 
through Friday (closed Saturday, Sunday, and any holiday). 
 

Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office 
367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC 

 
Citizens desiring to be a candidate for the above listed offices must file a 
Statement of Intention of Candidacy with the Barnwell School District, 770 
Hagood Avenue.  Books will open for filing Friday, January 20, 2023 at 8:00 
a.m. and close Friday, February 3, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.   
 
The polls shall be open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the locations desig-
nated below. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. on April 11, 2023 the County Board of Canvassers will begin 
its examination of the absentee ballot return envelopes from the School 
Trustee Election at the Barnwell County Board of Voter Registration & 
Elections office located at 367 Fuldner Road, Barnwell, SC. 
 
On Friday, April 14, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., the County Board of Canvassers 
will hold a hearing to determine the validity of all ballots challenged in this 
election.  The hearing will be held at the Barnwell County Board of Voter 
Registration & Elections office located at 367 Fuldner Road, Barnwell, SC. 
 
The following precincts and polling places will be involved in this election: 
 
Barnwell #1, #2, #3, and #4 will vote at the National Guard Armory, 10233 Marlboro Ave.   
Elko will vote at the Elko Fire Station, 10077 Hwy. 78 
Friendship will vote at the Friendship Fire Department, 3391 Green Branch Rd. 
Kline will vote at the Kline Town Hall, 1031 Kings Ave. 
Hilda will vote at Hilda Town Hall, 35 Railroad Ave. 
Snelling will vote at Snelling Town Hall, 30 Morris St. 
Williston #2 will vote at Williston Town Hall, 13112 Main St. 

USDA Forest Service - 
Savannah River plans to 
initiate prescribed fire 
operations in January 
2023 as weather patterns 
shift to cooler tempera-
tures and fuel condi-
tions on the ground al-
low for safe resumption 
of activities. To learn 
about benefits of pre-
scribed fire on commu-
nities and the environ-
ment visit https://www.
fs.usda.gov/managing-

land/prescribed-fire. 
“The health and safety 

of the public and our 
firefighters is extremely 
important to us,” said 
U.S. Forest Service-Sa-
vannah River Assistant 
Manager for Fire Bran-
don Hughes. “These 
fires are conducted only 
when fuel and weath-
er conditions on the 
ground align with an-
ticipated weather condi-
tions allowing firefight-
ers to conduct them in a 
safe manner.” 

Over the next sev-
eral months, the public 

may see or smell fire 
and smoke in various 
areas surrounding Sa-
vannah River Site from 
prescribed fire activities. 
Through careful plan-
ning and preparation, 
every effort is made to 
lessen the impact of 
smoke from prescribed 
fires. Smoke, however, 
is a natural byproduct of 
fire, and some amounts 
are unavoidable. Fire 
managers work with lo-
cal air quality officials 
to ensure compliance 
with air quality regula-
tions and required con-

ditions prior to initiat-
ing any prescribed fire. 
Real-time air quality in-
formation for areas sur-
rounding the Savannah 
River Site is available at 
https://fire.airnow.gov/. 

Follow us or visit us 

on Twitter at  https://
twitter.com/Savannah-
RiverFS for real time 
prescribed fire informa-
tion. Individuals or fam-
ilies with members that 
have health conditions 
aggravated by smoke 
and who live in commu-
nities adjacent to the site 
that wish to be notified 
about prescribed fire op-
erations that may impact 
them, should contact 
USFS Savannah River 
Public Affairs Special-
ist Josef Orosz at josef.
orosz@usda.gov or (530) 
440-9741.

U.S. Forest Service plans to begin prescribed 
burning on Savannah River Site this month

Contributed
U.S. Forest Service

Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 

Birth

The five generations are (from left) Rita Rhodus, Susan Rhodus Derrick, Heather 

Shealy Smith, Sheaffer McCormack and Jayla Rose.

Rhodus family 
celebrates 

5 generations 
The Rhodus fam-

ily, formerly of 
Williston, was blessed 
with the birth of Jayla 
Rose, making this the 
fifth generation for the 
Rhodus family. 

The five generations 
are Rita Rhodus, Su-
san Rhodus Derrick, 
Heather Shealy Smith, 
Sheaffer McCormack 
and Jayla Rose.

Jayla Rose was born 
at Lexington Medical 
Center on December 
23, 2022. She weighed 6 
pounds, 13 ounces and 
was 20.5 inches long. 

She is the daughter 
of Sheaffer McCormack 
and Jaywon Jones of 
Newberry. 

She is the great-great-
granddaughter of Rita 
Rhodus and the late 
Bill Rhodus, formerly 
of Williston, and the late 
Colie and Joye Shealy of Prosperity.  

She is the great-granddaughter of Stan and Susan Rhodus Derrick of Irmo 
and Phil and Susan Shealy of Chapin. 

She is the granddaughter of Clif and Heather Shealy Smith of Prosperity 
and Jason McCormack of Little Mountain. 

Birth

Harper Ray Webster was born on December 23, 2022. 

Harper Ray Webster

Matthew and Taylor Webster of Williston are proud to announce the 
birth of their daughter, Harper Ray Webster. 

She was born at 1:29 a.m. on December 23, 2022 at Piedmont Augusta. She 
weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces and measured 18.5 inches long. 

She has one brother, Mackenzie Scott Webster II "Mack". 
Paternal grandparents are Kevin and Karen Webster of Williston. 
Maternal grandparents are Richard and Laura Shelley of Aiken. 
Great-grandparents are (paternal) Jo Crider of Williston and (maternal) 

Katherine McClellan Jones of North Charleston.  

Rita Rhodus, formerly of Williston, holds her great-

great-granddaughter, Jayla Rose. 

Subscribe to your hometown newspaper. Call (803) 259-3501 or stop by 222 Main St., Barnwell.
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WILLISTON - Helen 
Jernigan Thompson, 97, of 
Williston, passed away on 
January 14, 2023.  

Born in St. George, she 
was a daughter of the 
late Ed and Bell Jerni-
gan and was married to 
the late Richard Cooper 
Thompson. Helen was a 
homemaker and a mem-
ber of Edisto Baptist 
Church where she loved 

to cook and help with 
many church dinners; she 
also worked at a florist, 
as teacher’s aide, and as a 
substitute teacher. 

Helen’s desire was to 
be donated to Medical 
College of Georgia for ana-
tomical research. No for-
mal services are planned. 

Survivors include a son-
in-law, Joe Gunnells of 
Williston; granddaughter, 
Helen Kymberly “Kym” 
Odom (Phil) Gainey of 
Williston; granddaughter-
in-law, Tiffany Brown 
Odom of Bamberg; great-
granddaughters, Summer 
Gainey and Jenna (Kyle) 
Mitchell ;  great-great-
grandchildren, Kaden 
Buckland, Xander Phil-

lip Gainey, and Canyon 
Mitchell; and a number of 
nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in 
death by her daughter, 
Sheryl Thompson Odom 
Gunnells; a grandson, 
Jimmie Anthony “Tony” 
Odom; great-grandson, 
Seth Phillip Gainey, and 
sisters, Tony (Bob) Hartz-
og and Margaret (Floyd) 
Rumph.  

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.

The People-Sentinel 
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Helen Jernigan Thompson

ALLENDALE - Harriet 
Wyatt Stone, 87, daughter 
of Maude Warren  Wyatt 
and Joseph B. Wyatt, 
widow of Donald Stone, 
passed away on January 
10, 2023.

A graveside service was 
held at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, January 15, 2023 at 
Swallow Savannah Cem-
etery with Jeremy Phipps 
 officiating.

Harriet was born and 
raised in New York City 
and earned her BA in Eng-
lish from Hollins College. 
She held administrative 
jobs in her early adulthood 
before moving to Milan 
and Rome, Italy, where she 
raised her two daughters 
and worked at the Food 

and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations, 
an organization that helps 
students from underprivi-
leged countries receive 
education on sustainable 
agriculture to eliminate 
hunger in their countries.

After retiring from FAO 
in Rome, she moved back 
to the U.S. and into her 
mother’s home in Allen-
dale, South Carolina in 
1987. She had a knack for 
accounting practices and 
handled the bookkeeping 
at Allendale Hardware, 
and later was a tax special-
ist at H&R Block.

During her years living 
in Allendale, she curated 
many passions: she was 
an avid reader of books, 
she took college courses in 
History, she participated 
in and led Bible Study 
groups, was a member 
of the Swallow Savannah 
Methodist Church, and 
participated in multiple 
Bridge clubs (and was 
considered a great bridge 
player!).

She was incredibly in-
telligent, deeply spiritual, 
and a true friend to many. 
Her delightful smile, 
laughter, sense of humor 
and her kindness touched 
many. Her light in our lives 
will be missed, and her 
daughters will miss their 
rock, best friend, and third 
musketeer. “Until we see 
you again, mom!”

She is survived by her 
daughters, Diana Liviero 
of Allendale, S.C. and Be-
linda Liviero of Portland, 
Oregon. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Swal-
low Savannah Cemetery, 
C/O of Suzanne Goodson, 
493 Concord Church Rd., 
 Ulmer, S.C. 29849. 

Keith Smith Funeral Ser-
vice of Allendale was in 
charge of arrangements. 
Sign the online guest-
book at www.keithsmith  
funeralservice.com.
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Harriet Wyatt Stone

LEXINGTON - Funeral 
services for Mary Claire 
Dukes Nix, 85, of Lexing-
ton, were held 11 o’clock 
a.m. Tuesday January 17, 
2023 at the Broadacres 
Baptist Church, 2350 Tay-
lor Rd., Cayce, S.C., 29033 
with the Reverend Shane 
McDaniel officiating. The 
family received friends one 
hour prior to the service 
at the church on Tuesday. 
Burial was held 2 o’clock 
p.m. at the Williston Cem-
etery, 2600 Lake Dr., Wil-
liston, S.C. 29853.  

Mary passed away Sat-
urday, January 14, 2023 at 
Lexington Medical Center. 

Born in Orangeburg 

County,  she was the 
daughter of the late Dan-
nie Victor Dukes and Em-
ily Alpine Brickle Dukes. 
She was a 1955 gradu-
ate of Cope High School. 
Mary joined Broadacres 
Baptist Church of Cayce in 
1969 and was involved in 
many capacities within the 
church. She enjoyed play-
ing the organ and singing 
in the church choir. While 
living in Cayce she worked 
in the school system in 
Lexington District Two 
in various capacities such 
as an instructional assis-
tant, substitute teacher and 
bookkeeper.  

Mary was known for her 
skills as a gardener and 
wonderful cook and was 
devoted to her God and 
family. 

Survivors include her 
loving husband of 62 years, 
Ottie Clifford Nix Sr. of the 
home; daughter, Connie 
Nix Dorsey of Lexington; 
son, John Clifford (Dru 

McPherson) Nix of Gil-
bert; grandchildren, Me-
gan Claire Dorsey, Joseph 
McArthur Nix, and Philip 
John Nix; and a number 
of nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.  

Mary was preceded in 
death by her son, Ottie 
Clifford Nix Jr.; her broth-
er, Reverend Dannie Floyd 
Dukes and his wife, Jane 
Love Dukes.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Broad-
acres Baptist Church, 2350 
Taylor Rd., Cayce, S.C. 
29033, Williston Cemetery, 
P.O. Box 367, Williston, 
S.C. 29853, or SEA Place 
Nonprofit, 220 Peach Place 
Ct., Gilbert, S.C. 29054.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuner-
alhome.com.
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ALLENDALE - Roy 
 Andrew Metts, age 100, 
husband of  the  la te 
Wardell Oglesby Metts, 
died Saturday, January 
14, 2023.

Mr. Metts was born in 
Newberry County and 
the son of the late Paul D. 
and Carrie Amick Metts. 
He was U.S. Air Force 
veteran having served in 
WWII and Korea. Roy re-
tired from Westinghouse 
Micarta, member of Little 
Mountain Masonic Lodge 

#281 and Mt. Arnon Bap-
tist Church. 

Graveside services were 
held 2 p.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, 2023 at Swallow 
Savannah Cemetery with 
Reverend Gene Long of-
ficiating. The family re-
ceived friends following 
the service at the cemetery.

Family members in-
clude one son, Ronnie 
Metts (Juli); one daugh-
ter, Mary M. Nix (Pat); 
one grandson, Patrick 
Nix (Malissa); one great-

grandson, Caleb Nix; one 
brother-in-law, Hubert 
Oglesby (Louise).

He was predeceased by 
two brothers, John Luie 
Metts and Cecil Wilbur 
Metts. 

Keith Smith Funeral 
Service, 128 Water St., 
Allendale, was in charge 
of arrangements. Sign 
the online guestbook at 
keithsmithfuneralservice.
com. 
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WILLISTON - Robert 
Jay “Bob” Weatherby, 75, 
of Williston, passed away 
on January 15, 2023. Born 
in Wilmington, DE, he was 
a son of the late Charles Ar-
thur Weatherby and Helen 
Rose Cahill Weatherby.  

Survivors include his 
wife, Dr. Rebecca Simmons 
Weatherby, PhD; sons, Dr. 
Brian (Kim) Weatherby, 
MD, of Greenville, and 
Christopher Weatherby 
of Williston; grandsons, 
Holden and Reid Weath-
erby of Greenville; aunt, 
Gloria Weatherby of Wilm-
ington, DE; sisters-in-law, 
Sue and Sara; and a num-
ber of nieces, nephews, 
and cousins who he dearly 
loved.

Bob is preceded in death 
by a brother, Charles 
Weatherby; sister-in-law, 
Virginia S. Behrens and her 
husband, Harry Behrens; 
brother-in-law, Dr. Leo 
Benjamin Simmons Jr.; and 
father and mother-in-law, 
Leo and Iris Simmons.

Bob and his family were 
members of the Williston 
United Methodist Church.

He did security analysis, 
vulnerability assessment 
for nuclear facilities, was 
a lead pyrotechnician for 
fireworks on the 4th of 
July, a soldier in Vietnam, 
a radio DJ and news di-
rector in the 70’s, a first 

responder, and a life-long 
firefighter.

He loved life. He liked 
adventures. He was a 
 scuba diver. He believed 
in exercise, an avid weight-
lifter and walker. He was 
always fascinated by 
space, went to see a shuttle 
launch. He went kayaking 
on the Edisto River and 
French Broad River with 
his sons.

He like sports a lot and 
right up until the end 
thought maybe he should 
stop watching the TV game 
while receiving medical 
treatments. He helped start 
and coached the Williston 
soccer teams. He attended 
basketball, football, and 
baseball games with fam-
ily and friends. Before 
Parkinson’s took his spatial 
awareness and fine motor 
skills and cancer took his 
strength, he was so good 
at and enjoyed organiza-
tion. Maybe it’s some-
thing  innate in a father 
or guy, but he seemed to 
take pride and joy in a well 
packed car, trailer, storage 
building.

He loved music. Not 
just his days as a DJ. It 
showed by the surround 
sound system at home. 
Or tunes he and his wife 
would listen to in the car. 
His sons grew up on old-
ies and Motown. And any 
popular classic rock from 
the 60’s. He also had a love 
of movie scores beginning 
with Music Man in a high 
school production he was 
a part of. Also the works of 
Hans Zimmer. Very fitting, 
since Zimmer did the epic 
Backdraft soundtrack. A 
movie about firefighting, 
which Bob did most of 
his life. First with Talley-
ville Fire Department in 

Wilmington, DE, then with 
Williston Volunteer Fire 
Department for a total of 
48 years.

He owned a boat. Al-
ways wanted one. He and 
his brother-in-law agreed 
if you wanted the experi-
ence of owning a boat, just 
tear up $100 bills in the 
shower.

He was a good man. 
Even tempered. They 
called him “the Profes-
sor” at work. He would 
walk away from a shout-
ing match. Go be calm 
and composed. Waited for 
those who were upset to 
come to him.

He was a hard worker. 
A steadfast, dependable 
person to have by your 
side and in your life. He 
was a rescuer. He was a 
helper. He will be missed 
so much.

Funeral services for Bob 
will be held 2 o’clock p.m., 
Saturday, January 21, 2023 
in the Folk Funeral Home 
Chapel, Williston; burial 
will follow at the Willis-
ton Cemetery with full 
Firefighter Rites Accorded. 
The family will receive 
friends from 6-8 p.m., Fri-
day, January 20, 2023 at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial contributions 
may be given to the Wil-
liston Cemetery Fund, 
P.O. Box 367, Williston, 
S.C. 29853, Williston Fire 
Department, 13120 Main 
St., Williston, S.C. 29853 
or a charity of your choice. 

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online reg-
istry at www.folkfuneral 
home.com.
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BARNWELL - Funeral 
services for June Catherine 
Sweeney, 85, of Barnwell, 
will be held 11 a.m., Sat-
urday, January 21, 2023 
in the Folk Funeral Home 
Chapel, Williston, with the 
Reverend Timmy Gun-
nells officiating. Burial 
will be at 3 p.m. in the 
Live Oak Memorial Gar-
dens, 3093 Ashely River 
Rd., Charleston, with the 
Reverend Shawn Hanks 
officiating. The family will 
receive friends one hour 
prior to the service at the 
funeral home on Saturday. 

June passed away on 

Thursday, January 12, 
2023.

Born in Bamberg Coun-
ty, she was a daughter of 
the late Irene Fail Gunnells 
and step-daughter of the 
late William Henry Gun-
nells and was married to 
the late Roy Sweeney. 
June took courses in busi-
ness where she became a 
licensed Real Estate Agent 
and was of the Baptist 
faith. June loved to dance, 
cook, and read books. She 
enjoyed each moment that 
she could spend with her 
children and grandchil-
dren. She loved planting 
flowers and making beau-
tiful arrangements. 

Survivors include her 
daughter, Susan Sweeney 
(Tony Edwards) of Barn-
well; a son, Robert Swee-
ney of Mt. Pleasant, and 
a daughter-in-law, Emily 
Sweeney of Mt. Pleasant; 
grandchildren, Natalie 

Sweeney, Blake Swee-
ney, Mike Sweeney, and 
Michael Edwards; great-
grandchildren, Hudson 
and Ryder Sweeney, Stella 
June Schreiner, and Odin 
Sweeney; sister, Sandra 
(Jeff) Hellman of Barn-
well; and a sister-in-law, 
Frances Elizabeth “Lib” 
Gunnells of Olar.

She was preceded in 
death by a sister, Betty 
Cooper; and a brother, 
William Carl Gunnells.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assist-
ing the family with ar-
rangements. Visit the on-
line registry at www.folk  
funeralhome.com.
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H
ere is a glimpse 
into each of 
the candidates 

 vying for one vacant seat 
on the Williston Town 
Council: 

Judy Taylor 

Judy Taylor was born 
as the youngest of 13 

children in Williston and 
graduated from Willis-
ton-Elko High School in 
1975. During her time at 
WEHS, she was a mem-
ber of the student council. 
After graduating, Taylor 
joined the U.S. Air Force 
and was honorably dis-
charged before becom-
ing a USPS mail carrier in 
Williston in 1987. She also 
worked as a cashier, cook, 
and night manager at fast 
food restaurants as well 
as a pharmacy technician 
and receptionist/office as-
sistant at Elkay Industries. 
Taylor was also a substi-
tute teacher at WEHS. 

She has been volunteer-
ing as a poll worker for 
over 18 years and works 
with 100 Suits for 100 
Men. Taylor is a disciple 
of the Culbert Branch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 

She and her husband, 
Jimmy, have three chil-
dren and seven grandchil-
dren, two of which passed 
away. 

What makes you the 
best candidate for the 
 position? 

I am a Wilkonian – 
home bred through and 
through. I know the Town 
of Williston and the peo-
ple know me. 

I have always been 
active in the commu-
nity through my church, 
the schools, and family 
events. Participation in the 
church, in the school sys-
tem, and in 100 Suits for 
100 Men

puts me in a very good 
position and shows the 
support I have offered 
throughout the

last 40 years. Lending a 
helping hand to the senior 
citizens with business af-
fairs and just

sitting and talking with 
them over the years, such 
wisdom and love shared. I 
was on the

committee for the 150th 
sesquicentennial celebra-
tion, under the leadership 
of Mayor

Tommy Rivers, and de-
livered mail in the Town 
of Williston. I cooked 
many hot dogs and

nachos for the children, 
players, and parents dur-
ing the games held at the 
town parks to

include our church 
league all night games on 
Labor Day. I was a substi-
tute teacher at the

high school for many 
years. I tutored many stu-
dents of all ages, helped 
the juniors and

seniors have prom 
nights and afterward take 
a trip out of Williston for 
several days.

Most recently, I helped 
organize food drives for 
citizens during Covid-19 
and one of my

highlights was to help 
organize the toy drive to 
Barnwell County for a few 
years.

The delight parents 
showed when those toys 
were put in their trunks 
was priceless. 

I could go on and on, 

but truth speaking we will 
let the citizens of Willis-
ton speak to if I’m the best 
candidate for the position 
on January 31, 2023. I ask 
for your vote and that vote 
means let’s do it together. 
There is much to be done, 
but you cannot just look 
at the council. The citi-
zens must be willing par-
ticipants also. Let us know 
your concerns and stand 
together with us as we 
start to make it happen. I 
will be counting on you as 
much as you are counting 
on us. 

Why should people vote 
for you? 

Citizens of Williston 
should vote for me be-
cause I will be a voice for 
them. I hear and listen 
very well and I believe 
that I will highlight what 
I hear and be an advocate 
for change. 

Over the years, I have 
been helping where I 
could on the outside, but 
this election would give 
me the opportunity to 
help from a leadership 
role. I would like to be the 
change from within. 

This change will bring 
attention and speak on the 
concerns of the citizens 
and with their help,

make it work. Start con-
versations that will be doc-
umented, researched, and 
voted upon,

and the citizens can see 
work in action as they at-
tend the council meetings, 
for we will

be in this together, for 
I only have one vote. My 
teammates will be com-
pelled to

continue a good work-
ing relationship, because 
they see how much the 
citizens are

taking an active part by 
attending and holding our 
feet to the fire. I will be an 
advocate

speaking up for Wil-
liston citizens as we work 
for the greater good of the 
town.

What are your goals if 
elected? How do you hope 
to better Williston? 

Advocating for senior 
citizens, soliciting busi-
nesses to come to Willis-
ton, an electronic emer-
gency system to warn the 
citizens if ever a threat 
is near with evacuation 
guidelines, revitalization 
of store front, support for 
those businesses that al-
ready exist, better water 
system for all, roads re-
paired along with drain-
age problems fixed on 
the streets, activities and 
events.

The goals listed above 
will all help to better Wil-
liston. To see our town 
beautified all over in our 
parks, playground, streets, 
and to have murals on the 
sides of businesses down-
town would help to pro-
mote growth. 

Our seniors, and I am 
one now to include my-
self, need help in and 
around their homes. Find-
ing someone to work on a 
broken item in your home 
is hard and so very expen-
sive when living on a fixed 
income. We can find ways 
to help.

Why did you choose to 
run for this position? 

The decision to run for 
this position in part is to 
evoke change. To increase 
the Town of Williston and 
not decrease it, by letting 
the light shine in this coun-
cil that our Father has put 
in us. The Town of Wil-
liston needs leaders who 
are advocating for jobs, 
speaking up for our senior 
citizens, and investing in 
revitalizing the town to at-
tract small as well as large 
business owners to the 
area. This position calls for 
a leader who is willing to 
do the hard work so that 

Williston can continue to 
strive. 

Keeping in mind that 
this position only came 
available because of the 
sudden and unexpected 
homegoing of Council-
man William F. Toney Jr., 
remembering that he only 
had it for a short period, 
but he had great ideas of 
change that he wanted to 
see come about for Wil-
liston. I am inclined to 
help us remember those 
great ideas for the good 
of Williston. I am a hard 
worker who gives of my-
self expecting nothing in 
exchange. I am a problem 
solver and will not let any-
thing get the best of me. 
There has to be a solution! 

I am not afraid to get 
my hands dirty. I love 
Williston, the small town 
family feeling you get. I 
am hoping that new citi-
zens feel the same when 
they first come to live here 
and make Williston their 
home.

What does service mean 
to you? 

Service means giving of 
myself to benefit  others. 
On the other hand, it is 
what I am commanded to 
do because of my faith. It 
is based on a leader that 
prioritizes serving the 
greater good. To serve the 
council and the Town of 
Williston first, and not to 
prioritize my own objec-
tives. To let

the citizens know and 
feel their voices are heard. 
“Being a servant leader 
means valuing

the power of team work 
as a necessary part of 
strengthening an organi-
zation’s growth

and success.” I asked 
my God to use me many 
years ago and this I believe 
He will say

well done when it’s all 
done and said so.

Alyson Collins 

Alyson Collins is a 
lifelong resident of 

Williston and 2001 gradu-
ate from Williston-Elko 
High School. 

In 2005 she graduated 
from the University of 
South Carolina Aiken with 
a Bachelors in Interdisci-
plinary Studies (BIS) in 
Art History/Art Studio, 
and in 2008 she received 
a Masters in Art Educa-
tion from the University 
of South Carolina. Collins 
has worked in primary 
art education since 2013 
at Kelly Edwards Elemen-
tary School and currently 
teaches at Barnwell Pri-
mary School. 

“I love seeing my cur-
rent and former students 
around town and seeing 
how they’re doing,” said 
Collins. 

Collins is married to her 
best friend, Tripp, and the 
couple has three girls; Ka-
tie, Reese, and Hensley. 
Collins and her family at-
tend the Williston Presby-
terian Church where she 
teaches Sunday School 
and helps with the Chil-
dren’s Moment during 
services. 

What makes you the 
best candidate for the 
 position? 

While I feel all the can-
didates running are won-
derful, I’d like to offer the 
following about myself. 

Whoever ends up suc-
cessful in this election will 
need a deep love for Wil-
liston, and my heart has 
always belonged to our 
small town. 

I know and work well 
with current council mem-
bers and leaders in the 
community. I’m honest, 
if it’s the truth, I can get 
behind it, if it’s not, then 
there’s no room for it. I’m 
balanced, I have always 
been great at viewing 
situations from every per-
spective and weighing the 
pros and cons to see what 
the best path forward is. 
I’m committed; once I’m 
committed to something, 
I won’t let go until I see it 
through. 

If I’m elected to this 
position, I’ll be motivated 
and tenacious in build-
ing a great future for our 
town.

Why should people vote 
for you? 

I’d hope that the people 
who know me would an-
swer by saying that I care 
about Williston deeply 
and I’ll do whatever I can 
to bring a positive influ-
ence and work hard for im-
provements in every area I 
can. In serving on the zon-
ing board and the newly-
incepted Recreation & 
Activities Committee I’ve 
come to understand some 
of the duties and respon-
sibilities of public service. 
It takes time, patience, 
compassion, and under-
standing to work with the 
public. I know and work 
well with all of the current 
council members and I 
think that will be a needed 
advantage for whoever is 
elected. I care about each 
and every resident of our 
small town and I’d like the 
opportunity to guide us 
onward and upward.

What are your goals if 
elected? How do you hope 
to better Williston? 

If elected, I plan to work 
with and learn from the 
current council members. 
While I’ve served on other 
committees and boards in 
town, council would be a 
new position for me. I’m 
a quick study and I work 
hard - I’d like to see where 
I’m best suited to help 
further current plans and 
bring new ideas where 
applicable. I know better 
than to make promises 
I can’t keep, and I don’t 
want to make broad state-
ments about what I’ll do 
before I know if they can 
happen. I would like to see 
us work towards beautifi-
cation for our little town 
working with some local 
groups and I’d love to see 
new housing and busi-
nesses. We desperately 
need a daycare in town 
and I’d love for someone 
to make that a reality for 
us. I can only promise 
you that whatever I can 
do honestly and fairly, I’ll 
give it 110 percent.  

Why did you choose to 
run for this position? 

I saw an opportunity to 
help Williston and jumped 
at it. I feel like I’m well-
suited for the position and 
bring a fresh set of eyes 
and new ideas to the table. 
I’m a dedicated and hard 
worker who is always 
looking for areas of im-
provement. 

I’d like to see Williston 
grow - I’d like to offer my 
talents and my time to de-
velop plans and solutions 
to problems our town 
faces. If there’s a way to be 
involved and make deci-
sions for the betterment of 
our community, I’d like to 
be there to help it happen.

What does service mean 
to you? 

A good friend of mine 
said it best, “Your purpose 
here on Earth is helping 
others.” Service isn’t about 

yourself, but about help-
ing others. Your connec-
tions with people are what 
root you to an area or a 
cause, and you enhance 
those connections by 
knowing and loving your 
neighbor. I’d like to think 
that people who know me 
would say that I’m here to 
help no matter the need. 

Throughout my life, 
I’ve gotten to know many 
members of our commu-
nity. I’ve seen service in 
action here in Williston 
my whole life - the calls 
and meals during a time of 
need, monetary donations 
towards various causes 
no matter the need, giv-
ing of time and talents in 
recreation, home improve-
ments, and food banks. 
The service I see from our 
town’s residents makes 
me proud. 

I’d love the opportunity 
to formally serve our resi-
dents and give my all to a 
town I love and call home.

Margo Huggins 

Margo Huggins 
moved to Willis-

ton six and a half years 
ago from Lexington. 

In 2008, Huggins re-
ceived a Bachelors of 
Science in Agriculture, 
Biological Science and 
Entomology from the Uni-
versity of Georgia and a 
Masters in Business Ad-
ministration (MBA) from 
the University of South 
Carolina (USC) in 2018. 
Huggins is a full-time 
employee for Americot 
and sells NexGen cotton 
seed to large row crop 
farmers in the lower half 
of South Carolina. She 
also helps the owners of 
Humble Acres Organics in 
Blackville sell and market 
their organic compost, as 
well as running Rivendell 
Farms–a farmette she and 
her family operate on their 
property specializing in 
floraculture. 

Huggins and her hus-
band, Bradley, have two 
daughters, Evie and Loui-
sa Mae, who are all active 

members of the First Bap-
tist Church in Barnwell. 
She is a devout Christian, 
and believes, “God has a 
perfect plan and purpose 
for each of us. I trust in His 
plan.”

What makes you the 
best candidate for the 
 position? 

I feel that I am the best 
candidate for this position 
for four main reasons: my 
love for the Town of Wil-
liston, my many years of 
experience in corporate 
America, my experience 
on numerous boards, and 
my Masters of Business 
from the University of 
South Carolina. 

My life in corporate 
America taught me many 
lessons, but my main take-
away was that you should 
never come to the table 
with complaints – only 
come to the table with 
solutions. If you plan on 
voicing a complaint you 
should have a solution or 
two in mind in order to 
solve the problem. 

I am currently a mem-
ber of several South Car-
olina based boards and 
town groups. I am an ac-
tive member of the newly-
created Keep Barnwell 
County Beautiful board. 
We are striving to solve 
the county’s trash problem 
as well as create beautiful 
spaces for citizens. I am 
also a very active mem-
ber in the South Carolina 
Farm Bureau Federation. 
I am a part of the Barn-
well County Farm Bureau 
board, I am the chair of the 
Barnwell County Wom-
en’s Committee, I hold an 
appointed State Director 
position with Farm Bu-
reau, and I am also a part 
of a Farm Bureau advisory 
committee. I am an active 
member of the Ivy Garden 
Club in Williston and for 
four years now, have been 
joyfully organizing and 
running the annual scare-
crow contest that takes 
place each fall. 

I believe that my MBA 
from USC will help me 
make the most thought-
ful financial decisions for 
the town. During my time 
at USC, I worked on class 
projects alongside people 
from all walks of life. Giv-
en this experience, I know 
I can work and collaborate 
with any of the current 
board members, as well as 
any of our citizens.      

Why should people vote 
for you? 

The citizens of Williston
See CANDIDATES, 9A 

Three seek vacant Williston Town Council seat

Allie Beasley unopposed for 
Hilda Town Council

Allie Beasley 

Allie Beasley grew 
up in Hilda and is 

a Barnwell High School 
graduate. 

Beasley has three chil-
dren, and six sheepadoo-
dles, four of which are 
puppies. 

She is a South Carolina 
Licensed Realtor. 

What makes you the 
best candidate for the 
 position? 

I have experience work-
ing with different organi-
zations that handle public 

concerns. I’m dependable 
and trustworthy. I’m ea-
ger to assist the citizens of 
Hilda. 

Why should people vote 
for you? 

I grew up in Hilda. I 
would love the opportuni-
ty to show my support and 
loyalty to this wonderful 
town. 

What are your goals if 
elected? How do you hope 
to better Hilda? 

My goals are to contin-
ue to make Hilda a great 
place to live.

Why did you choose to 
run for this position? 

I feel like I have the time 
to be an active member 
of the council. I love this 
town and have great mem-
ories growing up here.

What does service mean 
to you? 

Service is a way to help 
others or carry out a task 
for the betterment of some-
thing. It’s an avenue for 
me  to become involved 
with the community . 
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Williston’s Annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Walk

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

T
hose on foot and 
those in vehicles 
joined together 

to celebrate the life and 
birthday of Martin Luther 
King Jr. at the annual walk 
in Williston. 

The Martin Luther King 
Jr. Walk began at the Wil-

liston-Elko District Office 
and went until the Wil-
liston Community Service 
Club on Halford Street. 

The Williston Police 
Department ensured the 
walkers would be safe 
from traffic down Main 
Street and onto Halford 
Street by blocking cars and 
directing traffic. 

At the community cen-
ter, Barnwell County Con-

solidated School District 
(BCCSD) Board Chairman 
and Community Service 
Club President Ronald 
Brown welcomed those 
in attendance to stay for 
a panel discussion, hot 
dogs, and fellowship. 

Sheriff Steve Griffith 
spoke about the goals he 
has set for the Barnwell 
County Sheriff Office this 
upcoming year and some 

of the accomplishments 
made in the past year. Wil-
liston Town Councilmem-
bers Eric Moody and Kurt 
Odermatt broke down 
some of the town’s goals 
for the new year and plans 
to bring it to fruition. 

Angela Youmans, Com-
munity Outreach Direc-
tor at Lowcountry Health 
Care, spoke of the health-
care services offered to all 

ages across the county. 
Tony Dunbar, manager 

of the IGA in Williston, 
stated the importance of 
respect and how the com-
munity should gather like 
this more often to further 
strengthen ties. 

Kenyatta Brown and 
the brothers of Effingham 
Lodge #98 in Aiken at-
tended the event as well 
and Brown thanked or-

ganizers on behalf of the 
group. 

Judy Taylor spoke about 
her candidacy for the 
vacant Williston Town 
Council seat, and Gen-
erations Unlimited (GU) 
 Director Ethel Faust de-
tailed some of the events 
and happenings available 
to the community through 
GU. 

should vote for me be-
cause I am the most quali-
fied person for the job, and 
I am passionate about the 
betterment of our town. I 
will show up and do the 
job, and I will do it well. 
I have held many board 
positions in my life, in-
cluding being the past 
president of two agricul-
tural industry boards. I 
am comfortable with the 
board meeting process 
and I fully understand 
how to work with others 
and voice my opinion for 
the benefit of our town.

What are your goals if 
elected? How do you hope 
to better Williston? 

Williston’s water line 
replacement, town beau-
tification, and an updated 
town park and play-
ground encompass my 
main goals if elected. I 

have attended many of the 
Williston Town Council 
meetings within the last 
year. The town, with the 
leadership of Town Ad-
ministrator Michael Bea-
sley, is well on its way to 
becoming a wonderful 
place to live, work, and 
play. If elected, I seek to 
aid in and expedite the 
plans that Mr. Beasley has 
laid out for our town. 

Why did you choose to 
run for this position? 

I chose to run for the 
open seat on the Wil-
liston Town Council be-
cause I absolutely LOVE 
living in this small town. 
We moved to Williston 
six and a half years ago 
to get out of the traffic of 
Lexington. We couldn’t 
be happier with the small 
town country life. We are 
constantly trying to recruit 

our friends and family to 
move to Williston. This 
town has a lot to offer and 
I hope to highlight those 
aspects while on the town 
council board.

What does service mean 
to you? 

To me, service means 
showing up and motivat-
ing folks to work together 
for the greater good of 
the community. I have al-
ready shown my service 
to the Town of Williston 
through the past town 
trash pick-ups and the an-
nual scarecrow contests 
that I have organized. Ser-
vice also means imparting 
knowledge or expertise 
on a matter. I believe that 
I am capable of serving in 
this manner due to all of 
the past and present board 
 positions that I have held.

Williston Town Council Seat
FROM PAGE 8A

PHOTOS BY: ALEXANDRA WHITBECK
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Education

F
our Barnwell Coun-
ty high school se-
niors were recog-

nized by the Rotary Club 
of Barnwell County at their 
Jan. 12 meeting for be-
ing stellar examples of 
the club’s motto, ‘Service 
Above Self.’ 

The Service Above Self 
award is given monthly 
to students from each high 
school and an opportunity 
to celebrate the selfless ser-
vice of Barnwell County 
youth.

Recipients of the award 
are: 
• Reid Barker, Barnwell 

High School (BHS). 
Barker is a senior on 
the varsity cheer team, 
pep squad, and was 
on the school’s com-
petition cheer team 
this past year. She is 
also a member of the 
Beta Club, the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety, and the National 
Technical Honor So-
ciety. BHS Principal 
Franklin McCormack 
described Barker as 
an extremely well-
rounded student who 
is currently in the run-
ning for valedictorian. 
After graduation, she 
plans to attend the 
College of Charles-
ton to study medi-
cine and fulfill her 
dream of becoming 
a trauma surgeon. 
Barker is currently 
completing a senior 
year service project 
where she visits local 
nursing homes and 
volunteers at hospice 
organizations to fur-
ther her experience in 

the medical field. 
• Ta m a r a  C o r l e y , 

Williston-Elko High 
School (WEHS). Cor-
ley is a senior class 
representative of the 
Student Government 
Association and a 
project coordinator in 
the Beta Club. During 
homecoming, she was 
nominated as ‘Sassy 
Senior.’ WEHS Ca-
reer Facilitator Cathy 

Smith was excited to 
share about the “kind-
hearted person” Cor-
ley is, stating, “she 
naturally wants to 
help people.” Smith 
explained Corley has 
the foresight and ini-
tiative to accomplish 
both big and small 
things that need to 
happen at WEHS and 
for herself. After grad-
uation, Corley plans 

to attend Claflin Uni-
versity and major in 
psychology to become 
a counselor. 

• Angel Smalls, Black-
v i l l e - H i l d a  H i g h 
S c h o o l  ( B H H S ) . 
Smalls is a senior on 
the varsity cheer team 
and a member of the 
Beta Club. She is cur-
rently enrolled in the 
Barnwell County Ca-
reer Center’s (BCCC) 

cosmetology course to 
fulfill her aspirations 
of becoming a nail 
technician. At BCCC, 
Smalls will obtain a 
South Carolina State 
Cosmetology License 
and a Braiders Certi-
fication allowing her 
to begin serving clien-
tele after graduation. 
Smalls was proudly 
introduced by Mace-
donia Elementary-

4 students awarded for "Service Above Self "
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Barnwell County Consolidated School District administrators celebrate with Angel Smalls and Tamara Corley, recipients 

of the Service Above Self award. Pictured left to right: Blackville-Hilda High Assistant Principal Chelsea Calhoun, 
Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw, Smalls, Corley, and Williston-Elko High career facilitator Cathy Smith.

Kaylee Livingston and Head of Jefferson Davis Academy, 
Randy Martin at the Rotary Club of Barnwell County’s 
Service Above Self awards luncheon. 

Barnwell High School Principal Franklin McCormack and Superintendent Dr. Crissie 
Stapleton celebrate with senior Reid Barker, a Service Above Self award recipient. 

Middle School and 
BHHS Assistant Prin-
cipal, Chelsea Cal-
houn. 

• Kaylee Livingston, 
Jefferson Davis Acad-
emy (JDA). Livings-
ton is a senior varsity 
softball player and 
cheerleader who is 
also a member of the 
Beta Club and Na-
tional Honor Society. 
Livingston is taking 
both high school and 
college courses at JDA 
to receive dual credit. 
After graduation, 
she plans to attend a 
four-year college or 

university to major 
in graphic design or 
graphic communi-
cations. On the way 
to the Rotary event, 
Livingston told JDA 
Head of School Ran-
dy Martin she spent 
her free time hunting 
and fishing – “for me 
means that she's very 
resourceful and that's 
what we see out of her 
at school.” 

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that have the same
sound as the letter

G in golf.

Point to the number
3 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s
large enough, have
your child trace the

number.

Look through the
newspaper and cut out
pictures of things that
are green. Glue them
onto a piece of paper

to make a green
picture.

Look through the
newspaper and cut out

parts of different people
and animal bodies. Make
a new and silly creature
with these parts. Make up
a silly story about your

silly creature and
GIGGLE!

Crumple a sheet of
newspaper into a small

ball. Cover it with masking
tape. Have your child toss

the ball back and forth
from left hand to right

hand as you sing, “I can
read left to right, left to

right, left to right.”

Left and Right TossG if for GiggleGreen and More
Green

Math PlayLetter Identification
Look through the

newspaper with your
child and pick out ideas

for gifts for friends
and family.

Ask your child to tell
why he/she picked

certain gifts.

Gift Shopping
Secretly wrap different

things in a sheet of
newspaper. Have your
child feel the package
and see if he/she can
guess what’s inside.

Mystery Gifts

Gorillas think grapes are really great
To munch a bunch, they just can’t wait!
They’ll gobble them all, right off your plate
If the zookeeper forgets to lock the gate.

How many      ?

G is for Golf

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter G. Say the letter as you trace it.

g is for golf

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter G makes in
the word golf?

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

How many         ?

How many    ?

Circle the goldfish bowl that is different.

GOLF BALLS

GOLF CLUBS

GLOVES

Vol. 22  No. 7               © 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor             Jeff Schinkel, Designer/Illustrator
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Dogs: Big Dog Ranch saving hundreds of Barnwell County dogs FROM PAGE 1A

to be spayed, neutered, 
medically treated, need 
heartworm treatment 
or ready for adoption,” 
said Scott. 

BDR is partnering with 
the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Tuskegee 
University and Auburn 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine as 
well as a New York based 
orthopedic surgeon who 
flies south once a month 
to ensure every dog at 
BDR receives prompt 
and necessary care. 

In this partnership, 
the Animal Advocates 
is  required to send a 
biography of each dog 
being sent to the ranch 
and is only required to 
perform the first set of 
vaccinations. BDR will 
then handle spaying/
neutering and any need-
ed procedures. 

“It’s going to have a 
huge difference in the 
number of dogs being 
sent [out of county] to be 
adopted,” said Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter 
F o u n d a t i o n  m e m b e r 
Denise Elkins. 

J o h n  S i m p s o n  h a s 
been involved with the 
Animal Advocates since 
2015, and after visiting 
the BDR facility feels 
this is a much-needed 
partnership. 

“It'll increase our abili-
ties to rescue. There's so 
many dogs and cats in 
Barnwell County that 

need help,” said Simp-
son. “Right now we're 
just busting at the seams, 
we don't have space for 
anymore.”

Scott finds only one 
negative in this partner-
ship: BDR does not ac-
cept ‘purebred’ pitbulls. 
During the visit, Scott 
took note of some of the 
dogs who looked like 
pitbulls, but were mixed 
with another breed al-
lowing them to reside at 
the ranch. 

Although Scott finds 
this part of the partner-
ship to be less than de-
sired, she hopes it will 
allow more space and 
funds to be available for 
pitbulls here as other 
breeds clear the shelters. 

Scott hopes this breed 
prejudice will not coun-
teract  the amount of 
dogs headed to BDR, 
even though pitbulls 
are historically the most 
common breed in the 
shelter through no fault 
of their own. 

With this partnership, 
between 16 to 30 dogs 
will be transported via a 
souped-up Greyhound 
Bus to the Alabama res-
cue each month to re-
ceive any needed medi-
cal care and hopefully 
a permanent home they 
are unlikely to find in 
Barnwell County based 
on adoption statistics. 

“ We  g e t  ve r y  f e w 
adoptions from Barn-

well County. Ours are 
from other cities in South 
Carolina, other states 
even,” said Scott. 

The Animal Advocates 
frequently pulls animals 
from the Barnwell Coun-
ty Animal Shelter to ei-

ther house at their facil-
ity, find a foster home, 
or send north to another 
partnering rescue. 

However, their Friends 
for Life Center is only so 
big and the overpopula-
tion issue is larger than 

imaginable. 
With this partnership, 

fewer dogs will be the re-
sponsibility of the shel-
ter and therefore the 
county will ultimately 
save money. 

“We'll be pulling from 

the county shelter and 
this is going to save the 
county and us money,” 
said Scott.

An asset of BDR that 
particularly impressed 
Scott and other advo-
cates who visited the 
facility was their policy 
toward active duty ser-
vicemembers and vet-
erans. 

“I was very impressed 
with the fact that they 
train service dogs for 
ve t e r a n s ,  a n d  I  wa s 
even more impressed 
that they board dogs for 
people that have been 
deployed while they're 
gone and they do it for 
free,” said Scott. “That 
tells me a lot about their 
character and integrity.”

BDR shares many of 
the same morals as The 
Animal Advocates, ac-
cording to Scott who feels 
“their philosophies are 
very much like ours.” 

Scott hopes to not only 
aid the animal crisis in 
Barnwell County with 
this partnership, but also 
in Allendale County. 

“We intend to not only 
help Barnwell County 
and our animal shelter, 
but we also want to help 
the Allendale shelter 
because they need help 
too,” said Scott. 

T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p 
marks a new beginning 
for many dogs in Barn-
well and surrounding 
counties. 

The building sponsored by The Animal Advocates as part of their new partnership with 

Big Dog Ranch.

FFAASSTT  CCAASSHH  
ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccaarr!!  

Call us to get your once in a 
lifetime offer before it’s too late! 

‘Sugar’ is sweet 
as can be

Sugar is this 
w e e k ’ s 

Adoptable Pet 
of the Week 
from the Barn-
well County 
Animal Shelter.  

Sugar is a 
pocket bully 
breed. She is 
about three 
years old. 

"She is as 
sweet as can be 
and great with 
children. She 
gets along with other dogs and cats. She is avail-
able for adoption.," said shelter manager Marlena 
Ray.

Help her find her forever home today.
The shelter is open Monday through Thursday 

from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Mail 
donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. Contact 
the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshelter@barn-
wellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEKNewspaper welcomes 
new graphic designer

The People-Sentinel re-
cently had a change 

in personnel for our 
graphic designer position. 

J e s s i e  H o we l l  h a s 
stepped away from her 
position at the newspa-
per to pursue a master's 
degree in therapy. She 
joined the newspaper in 
the fall of 2021 to help 
with graphics, laying out 
the pages of the newspa-
per, proofing, and updat-
ing the website; however, 
she previously worked 
with us for several years 
as a receptionist and later 
ad sales assistant. 

"We thank Jessie for 
her hard work over the 
years, including step-

ping in to help us with 
graphic design after the 
newspaper returned to 

local ownership in 2021. 
Her creativity brought a 
lot of positive changes to 

the paper," said Publisher 
Jonathan Vickery. "We 
wish her the best in her 
new endeavors."

Though sad to see Jes-
sie go, the newspaper is 
pleased to welcome Debi 
Richardson as the new 
graphic designer. 

"We are excited to have 
Debi join our talented 
team. She brings more 
than 30 years of experience 
in graphic design after 
working at newspapers 
and magazines. In her 
first few weeks, she has 
already done great work. 
We look forward to her 
putting her own creative 
touch on the newspaper, 
including redesigning or 
updating certain compo-
nents to make the paper 
more reader friendly," 
said Vickery. 

Jessie Howell left 

her position as the 

newspaper's graphic 

designer at the end of 

December 2022.

Debi Richardson is the 

new graphic designer 

for The People-Sentinel. 

She officially started in 

December 2022. 

Staff Reports
The People-Sentinel

Subscribe to The People-Sentinel!

Call 803-259-3501.
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QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

Registration Open

Registration is underway for the 

2023 season for boys and girls

(ages 3 to 15) 

Sign-ups for baseball and softball 
will be held every

Tuesday and Thursday
between Jan. 3rd and 31st

from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
at the Barnwell County Public Library 

Price depends on age. Cash or check only. 

For questions, email

bbsa29812@gmail.com

how to get them back. 
“If a family would like 

to retrieve family memen-
toes we gathered up from 
grave sites, the family can 
call Mark Beasley and set 
up a meeting with Mark 
to retrieve the items,” said 
Barnwell County Admin-
istrator Tim Bennett. 

Mark Beasley is the 
building and grounds 
director. He and his team 
are responsible for routine 
upkeep in the cemetery, 
and now, removing these 
items from the plots. 

Carol Wizorek of Willis-
ton expressed her discon-
tent with the discarding of 
items dear to her family at 
a November 2022 County 
Council meeting. 

“We were ambushed 
out there,” said Wizorek at 
the council meeting. 

Wizorek purchased the 
plots 35 years ago. Her 
husband and son are bur-
ied in the Barnwell Coun-
ty Cemetery, alongside 
two of her grandchildren. 

Wizorek told the coun-
cil about her six-year-old 
granddaughter, who will 
now have to break the 
tradition of making a me-
mento for her late father 
every year on Father’s Day 
to lay by his gravestone. 

The only two children 
of Wizorek’s daughter, 
Sandra, are buried in the 
cemetery each with a dec-
orated gravesite reflecting 
their lives. Her daughter 
was laid to rest in Feb-
ruary 2022, and her son 
passed away four years 
ago, making the removal 
of their items even harder 
to bear. 

Sandra explained to The 
People-Sentinel she did not 
know these items were 
being removed prior to 
coming to the cemetery 
to see them gone. She vis-
ited the Barnwell County 
Courthouse to see where 
they went and she was 
directed to Beasley who 
then brought her to where 
they were discarded. 

Once arriving at the 
area behind Guinyard-
Butler Middle School and 
the Barnwell County De-
tention Center where the 
items were, Sandra sifted 
through piles of items 
looking for ones she rec-
ognized. 

As she looked through 
the assorted items, she 
thought about the pain 
felt by the buildings and 
grounds crew as they 
removed them. 

Sandra felt it had to be a 
mentally tolling task, and 
later confirmed that senti-
ment with a buildings and 
grounds employee who 
was pained in removing 
the items he knew meant 
so much.  

According to Sandra 
and other accounts made 
on Facebook, the employ-
ees were instructed to 
throw the items away by 
county officials. However, 
they salvaged as much as 
possible to be returned to 
citizens. 

A time to retrieve items 
can be coordinated by 
calling the county ad-
ministrator’s office at (803) 
541-1000. 

The Wizoreks were not 
aware of these changes 
before they were made, 

however, Barnwell Coun-
ty did post the amended 
ordinance in The People-
Sentinel, which is required 
per state law. The People-
Sentinel also published an 
article explaining these 
changes in more detail in 
the Sept. 14, 2022 edition. 

A synopsis of the chang-
es was also made on the 
Barnwell County, SC Face-
book page to further in-
form the community. 

When Wizorek spoke 
at the November meet-
ing, she was aware of the 
process to retrieve items 
removed from plots, ac-
cording to Bennett, whose 
office clarified the ordi-
nance for her previously. 

However, Wizorek’s 
complaint is that the coun-
ty should have taken it 
a step further to inform 
the community about the 
removal of these items due 

to their sentimental value. 
Wizorek explained she 

visits the cemetery more 
than she visits Facebook 
or the newspaper. To 
cover all their bases, it 
would have been benefi-
cial to post a sign at the 
cemetery itself detailing 
the updates. This would 
allow for visitors to be 
informed and possibly 
remove their own items 
before they are removed 
by the county. 

Now, this ordinance 
does not al low trees, 
shrubs, or plants to be 
planted outside of the 
county’s approved land-
scaping plan. If a tree, 
shrub, or plant is planted 
on or near a plot, the coun-
ty shall have the right to 
remove it. 

The use of artif icial 
flowers is allowed, but 
only at headstones or as 

plot markers. If flowers 
are placed at a gravesite, 
they must be in a ceramic, 
concrete, metal, or hard 
plastic vase. 

Cut flowers are allowed 
if changed regularly and 
well attended. They must 
be in one of the allowed 
vases and used only as a 
plot marker or attached to 
the headstone. 

“No containers, arti-
ficial flowers, wreaths, 
statues, or other memorial 
type items shall remain on 
any plot for more than 60 
days, unless incorporated 
within the headstone. Af-
ter 60 days, county em-
ployees will remove the 
items,” states the county’s 
post. 

However,  there are 
some exceptions when it 
comes to flag poles, bench-
es, or plots with coping. 

Coping is a type of buri-
al style that has sealed 
stone, marble, or granite 
encasing the outside of 
the plot. Pebbles are com-
monly used to fill in the 
middle of the coping, and 
tend to be a more expen-
sive option. 

Plots with coping do not 
adhere to this ordinance; 
“Cemetery plots with cop-
ing and stone chips are ex-
empt from the ordinance, 
because these plots, for the 
most part, do not require 
mowing or weed-eating. 
Dead or faded flowers 
and broken statues will be 
removed.”

Flag poles, flags, and 
benches are also exempt 
from removal. 

Many citizens are not 
happy with these changes. 

Under the county’s Face-
book post detailing this 
ordinance there were over 
60 comments expressing 
various issues with the 
amendment. 

“When the cemetery 
wants to reimburse my 
family for chipping and 
breaking markers plus 
r u n n i ng over g raves 
(which has led to near 
collapse of one) then I will 
abide by these ridiculous 
rules,” stated one Face-
book user with family 
buried in the cemetery. 

“Those plots were paid 
for by me. If I want to 
decorate them then that’s 
my prerogative,” said a 
woman under the post.

“The county should 
not have the right to tell 
anyone what they can 
place on their loved one’s 
graves,” stated an Orange-
burg resident. 

“Does this mean that 
the county will actually 
take care of the ceme-
tery?” asked another. 

“How can you make an 
ordinance AFTER some-
one has bought a plot and 
was not told any of this 
before paying?” asked a 
Barnwell resident. 

“My infant daughter 
is out there and in the 6 
years she has been there 
we’ve had to have her 
stone touched up and pol-
ished several times due to 
careless employees hitting 
it with a weed eater!!” said 
a local mother.

To retrieve items placed 
on plots or to learn more 
about the ordinance, call 
the county administrator’s 
office at (803) 541-1000. 

Questions? Give us a call; we’re here to help! 

 

Daron Owens, Owner 
Licensed | Bonded | Insured 

 

EEvveerryyddaayy,,  
EEmmeerrggeennccyy  
&&  AAllll--SSeeaassoonn  

PPLLUUMMBBIINNGG  
SERVICES: 

Residential Plumbing 
Service Calls 
Water Leaks 

Sewer Jetting & Snaking 
New Construction and 

Remodels 
Install Water Heaters 

Cemetery: Residents upset over removal of items from gravesites FROM PAGE 1A
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 AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIVVEE  DDUUTTIIEESS  

 FFIINNAANNCCIIAALL  &&  BBOOOOKKKKEEEEPPIINNGG  DDUUTTIIEESS  

 WWOORRDD,,  EEXXCCEELL,,  &&  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEERR  PPRROOCCEESSSSEESS  

 AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE  PPRREEFFEERRRREEDD  

PPAARRTT--TTIIMMEE  CCHHUURRCCHH  SSEECCRREETTAARRYY  

EMAIL RESUME: 

880033--226666--33004466  
FFBBCCWWiilllliissttoonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWEE  AARREE  

HHIIRRIINNGG  

How to apply: 

A Jan. 2 trash pickup coordinated locally through 
Keep Barnwell County Beautiful was successful. 

Williston resident Margo Huggins reported 19 tires 
and 83 bags of trash or other big items were collected 
from the streets. 

"Thank you all so much for helping us keep Barn-
well County beautiful," said Huggins.

She alongside Barnwell County litter control dep-
uty Darlene Sanders, who has been a major help in 
facilitating these cleanup efforts, hope to hold three 
events this year equally as successful. 

Tentative dates for these events are Saturday, April 
15, Saturday, July 15, and Saturday, October 14. All 
are subject to change. 

83 bags of trash 
collected in Williston

This file photo shows fallen flowers and other items at a 
grave at the Barnwell County Cemetery.

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Want to be in the know? 
Subscribe to the newspaper.

Call (803) 259-3501.

Some of the volunteers who picked up trash in Williston on January 2. 
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Barnwell girls win region 
basketball opener

The Barnwell High girls 
basketball team opened the 
2022-2023 region schedule fac-
ing the visiting Cougars from 
Edisto on Tuesday, January 10 
at home. 

On paper it might seem that 
Barnwell would have little 
trouble with the Cougars, but 
the Edisto team came ready to 
battle. At the end of the first 
period, the visiting Cougars 
had a one-point lead. The sec-
ond quarter was a lot like the 
first with both teams’ defenses 
limiting the scoring and keep-
ing it a close battle. Edisto took 
a 15-12 lead into the half.

Barnwell coach William 
Hammonds made some half-
time adjustments that paid off 
for the Warhorses in the third 
quarter and Barnwell was able 
to outscore the Cougars 12-6 
to take the lead going into the 
final period. Barnwell played 
tough defense and held on for 
a 38-32 win. The win improves 
Barnwell’s overall record to 
10-4 and 1-0 in region play.

“It was good week. We 
started region play against 
Edisto. We struggled offen-
sively, but managed to keep 
them bottled up and played 
great defense in the end to 
pull out a win. Ja’Niya Caree 
was the leading scorer with 
20 points. When it comes to 
region wins, we will take an 
ugly win any day,” said Coach 
Hammonds. 

Barnwell will face two of 
the tougher Region VI-AA 
opponents in Woodland on 
Friday, January 20 at home, 
then hit the road, visiting a 
strong Wade Hampton team in 
Hampton on Tuesday, January 
24. Come support the Barnwell 
Warhorses in these big region 
games.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

Grade: 12th
Sports: Basketball and 

Soccer
Favorites…
*Food: Steak and thick 

mashed potatoes
*Movie/TV shows: Outer 

Banks, Stranger Things
*Snack: Chicken wings 

and Armour drinks
*Coaches: Coach 

Hammonds, April, & Alicia
*Free time activity: Ride 

my 4-wheeler
*Musician: Rod Wave
Goal for this season: Build 

chemistry with my team and 
have fun for my last season 
in high school.

Ausheona 
Hammonds

Barnwell High School

Grade: 12th
Sports: basketball, 

softball, volleyball, cheer
Favorites…
*Food: steak and crab legs
*Movie/TV shows: Grey’s 

Anatomy and Outer Banks
*Snack: cheese puffs and 

candy
*Coaches: Larry and 

Howze and Bart
*Free time activity: go to 

the beach
*Musicians: Kodak Black 

and Zach Bryan
Goal for this season: 

Win state championship or 
at least make it to the state 
championship.

Emma Craig
Jefferson Davis Academy

Ja’Niya Caree led Barnwell with 20 points in Barnwell’s Region win over Edisto.

Thursday, Jan. 19
• JDA @ Crown 

Leadership (Boys) 7:00

Friday, Jan. 20 
• Calhoun County at 

Williston-Elko - 6 p.m.
• Woodland at Barnwell - 

6:30 p.m.
• Faith Christian at JDA - 6 

p.m.
• Ridge Spring-Monetta 

at Blackville-Hilda - 6:30 
p.m.

Monday, Jan. 23
• Crown Leadership at 

JDA (Boys) - 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
• Barnwell at Wade 

Hampton - 6:30 p.m.
• Williston-Elko at North 

- 6 p.m.
• JDA at Colleton Prep - 6 

p.m.
• Blackville-Hilda at HKT 

- 6 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL 

SCHEDULE
(Boys & Girls)

Photos By: Alisha Buxton

WEMS Lady Blue Devils 
undefeated with 8-0 record

The sparks are flying over at 
Williston-Elko Middle School 
as the Lady Blue Devils lead 
the charge on the court with an 
undefeated record of 8-0. Coach 
Yama Washington is cultivating 
the talent that makes up the 
WEMS girls basketball team.

“This is my second year 
coaching the middle school 
girls basketball team,” Coach 
Washington said. “This year I 
focused more on fundamentals 
and drills because I had girls 
come out that have never played 
basketball before.” 

Her team includes both young 
and more experienced players, 
all with something to offer. 

“Some of my team key play-
ers include Shanya Mays who’s 
only in the seventh grade and 
leads the team in scoring. She’s 
not afraid to take the ball to the 
basket! Then we have Alyah 
Holmes, a six-foot center who 
dominates in the paint on of-
fense and defense, and Ikeiah 
Tyler who plays an all-around 
game every match and keeps 
the team focused,” said Coach 
Washington.

Other key players for the team 
include Kamryn Creech with 
her solid defense and Andrea 
Holmes for her excellent offen-
sive and defensive skills. And 
fresh off the bench, seventh 
graders Peyton Milhouse and 

David B. Corder
Sports Writer

Williston-Elko’s Ikeiah Tyler (left) protects the ball from a Lady Viking. Pictured in the back is Lady 

Blue Devil Andrea Holmes.

HIGH SCHOOL 
WRESTLING

Wednesday, Jan. 18
• Barnwell at CA Johnson 

- 5:30 p.m. Barnwell cheerleaders kept the crowd going in the region opener.

Coach Hammonds gives 

instructions during the 
Warhorses win over Edisto.

See UNDEFEATED, 2B Contributed Photo
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In a battle of the Raid-
ers, the Jefferson Davis 
Academy Raiders hosted 
the visiting Holly Hill 
Academy Raiders on Fri-
day, January 13. 

Some say Friday the 
13th is an unlucky day, 
but not for the JDA boys 
basketball team. They 
defeated Holly Hill Acad-
emy 46-36 on an unlucky 
night for Holly Hill.

JDA was led by Con-
nor Loadholt who had 17 
points and 6 rebounds and 
Nasir Void who added 12 
points and 9 rebounds. 

“We had a rough start 
back to the season after 
the holiday break, coming 
in and losing three games 
the first week back. But as 
these guys have done since 
football, they didn’t hang 
their heads and give up, 
but got right back on track 
to pick up two wins this 
second week back,” said 
JDA Coach Anthony Reit-

enour. “It was great to pick 
up the region win against 
Holly Hill and bring the 
team to an 8-5 record. We 
have to keep continuing 
to perfect what we do and 
work hard but the progres-
sion of many players is 
becoming more evident. 
Sophomores Cam Gleaton 
and Payton Payne have es-
pecially been stepping up 

lately with sound defense 
and a lot of hustle plays and 
junior Connor Loadholt 
had a breakout offensive 
performance for us leading 
all scorers Friday as well.”

The JDA Raiders are 
back at home versus Ward-
law Academy, then on the 
road at Crown Leadership, 
then home Friday against 
Faith Christian.

Taraji Allen have also been 
key components to the 
team’s success.

For Washington, the 
players’ greatest strengths 
are their communication 
on the f loor and their 
teamwork. “I’m very im-

pressed with the team’s 
defensive skills, rebound-
ing, and getting the ball 
down the court and play 
calling. The girls play 
together as a team!” 

For Washington, one 
of the best things about 

being a coach are the re-
lationships she gets to 
build with her players. 
“Coaching this year is far 
better than last year and 
it’s going to continue get-
ting better each year be-
cause I’m building a bond 
with the girls while I’m 
teaching them the game of 
basketball…The girls and I 
have a great bond.” 

Washington is deter-
mined to keep her play-
ers in love with the sport 
while also having them 

succeed in the classroom. 
“WEMS girls basketball 
team is a scholar athlete 
team,” she said, “which 
puts a smile on my face 
knowing the girls work 
hard in the classroom and 
on the court.” 

“Even though we are 
undefeated, we will still 
work hard each and every 
practice,” Washington 
said. “We will never slack 
up because we’re win-
ning!”

If you’d like to catch 

the Lady Blue Devils in 
action, they will have a 
game against Blackville at 

home on January 18 at 5:45 
p.m., followed by games 
at Allendale-Fairfax and 

Denmark-Olar on January 
23 and January 25, respec-
tively, both at 5:45 p.m.

Undefeated: WEMS girls retain undefeated record at 8-0 FROM PAGE 1B

Coach Yama Washington huddles with her team at a recent game. Contributed Photos

The WEMS Lady Blue Devils hold a “Hoop We Did It Again” sign to promote being 8-0.

BHS wrestling competes at AC Flora

The Barnwel l  High 
School wrestling team 
competed in a four-team 
match with Swansea, Dre-
her, and host AC Flora 
high schools on Wednes-
day, January 11. Barnwell 
may be a young, inexpe-
rienced group, but they 
continue to improve with 
each match.

Against Swansea, Tagan 
Youngblood opened the 
night up with his first pin 
of the season on a takedown 
1:12 into the first period of 
his heavyweight match. La-
kota Scott (195 pounds) and 
Josh Carillo (152 pounds) 
both earned pins, too.

Against Dreher, Mau-
rice Odom started the 
match off with a pin in 
the first period of his 220 
pounds match. Josh Car-
illo recorded his second 
pin of the night in the 152 
pounds division. Lakota 
Scott would win by deci-
sion 9-4 in a 195 pounds 
contest. Against AC Flo-
ra, LaKota would record 

another pin in the third 
period.

“Similar to their first 
match against Flora in 
the tournament, LaKota 
was down on points late 
in the third period. He 
was down 9-4 with under 

a minute in the third. 
Lakota chose top posi-
tioning to open the third 
where he was able to work 
to a pining combination 
and earn the fall with 
32 seconds left. Josh and 
Maurice had a good night 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell’s Tagan Youngblood pinned Swansea’s heavyweight. Photos By: Brian WilsonJosh Carillo recorded pins against Swansea and Dreher 

in the 152 lbs. weight class.

going 4-2 together. Kaleb 
Wilson in the 170 pounds 
spot is laying longer in 
his matches making it to 
the third period in two 
straight matches,” said 
Coach William Barnes. 
“It was cool to see Tagan 
get his first ever pin and 

start the night off hot and 
it was in the first period 
too, that makes it even 
sweeter. Maurice is com-

ing on strong starting out 
with a 4-1 record since he 
returned from the Border 
Bowl. LaKota and Josh are 
definitely our two most 

consistent wrestlers and 
a great last three meets.”

Barnwell will travel to 
CA Johnson High School 
for a match Wednesday, 
January 18.

Come out and support 
the young and improving 
Warhorse wrestling team.

JDA boys defeat Holly 
Hill Academy 46-36

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

The JDA boys basketball team defeated Holly Hill Academy in the battle of the Raiders.

Photos By: Kathy Googe

JDA played tough defense down the stretch to secure 

the 46-36 win over Holly Hill.

JDA girls beat Holly Hill 39-16

JDA’s Gyllian Googe takes a shot from down low in JDA’s 39-16 win over Holly 

Hill Academy.

Jefferson Davis Academy’s student section cheered on both the boys and girls 
teams to victory over Holly Hill Academy.

Photos By: Kathy Googe
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Fun Search

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Use the 

newspaper to locate information.

Look through your 
local newspaper for 
information about 
festivals, museum 

exhibits and other free 
fun. Share what you 
find with your family 

and see if you can 
attend together.

        o you hear people around you worrying about money? You can 
          help by finding ways to have fun without spending any money. 
There are lots of FREE things you can do each and every day! Try some of 
the fun activities on this page—some might be more fun than playing 
with expensive toys and games!

Next time you eat a carrot, cut off the top and use it 
to start a plant. Use several carrot tops and you can 
start a garden.

Cut the carrot tops off so they are about one inch 
long. It works best if there is a little bit of growth 
at the end of the carrot.

Eat the rest of the carrots!

Plant the carrot tops in a container filled with dirt. 
Be sure a little of each orange top peeks above the 
dirt. Keep the soil moist, but not soggy. Be sure 
your container has a hole for drainage. Place the 
container by a sunny window.

Watch your carrot plants grow! When you plant 
carrots this way, your plants won’t make new 
carrots. But they will have pretty leaves to
decorate your home.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Imagine a room with all kinds of free books that you can 
take home! That’s a library! Visit your local library and 
check out fun books to read. Ask the librarian to help you 
find books that interest you.

Gabriella loves nothing more than listening to the rain at 
night as it patters against the window panes. She has never 
read this book. And she 
will never finish it. Use 
the code to find out why!

Go to the Library

Put on some music and DANCE, DANCE, DANCE!

Grow a Little Garden

Turn a sock into a puppet. Sew on 
buttons for eyes. Use markers to 
make a mouth. Thread string or 
yarn through the sock to make hair.

Have your puppet read one of your 
favorite books aloud!

Make a Sock Puppet!

Start by taking a walk around your neighborhood. Collect 
28 flat light gray stones that are about the same size. Use 
a black marker or paint to draw dots and lines so that the 
stones look like the set of dominoes at right.

Make Your Own Dominoes

Number the pictures in order.

Look carefully: Can you find the two identical dancers?

Reading Riddle

A
B
C
D

=
=
=
=

14
2
7
19

E
G
I
L

=
=
=
=

11
9
6
13

R
S
T
U

=
=
=
=

4
10
17
15

2 11 7 14 15 10 11

9 14 2 4 6 11 13 13 14

6 10 14 7 14 17
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A Penny Saved
There’s a famous saying that 
says a penny saved is a penny 
earned. Write about what that 

means to you.

The noun article is a piece 
of writing that appears in a 

newspaper, magazine, or book.

ARTICLE

Try to use the word article 

in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Today’s newspaper has an 
interesting article about a 

new park for kids.

This week’s word:

ANSWER: Red paint.

Find 10 numbers in the newspaper that are 
written as percentages. Clip and glue them on 
a sheet of paper. Next to each percentage, 
write its equivalent decimal form AND 
equivalent fractional form.
Standards Link: Math: Express numbers in percent, decimal, 
and fraction equivalent forms.

Percentages

Ben, Bobbie and Brendan can’t remember who will play which 
base today. Use the coach’s clue to help them out. Draw a line 
from each player to the base they will play.

The third baseman’s number is twice the 
first baseman’s number plus 2.

COACH’S CLUE:

HOME

1st

2nd

3rd

Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: Use strategies in the problem-solving process.
Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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BOOKS

CARROT

DANCE

DRAW

FREE

FUN

INCH

LIBRARY

MONEY

PATTERS

PUPPET

READ

SOGGY

SUNNY

YARN

Standards Links: Physical Education: 
Understand the benefits associated with 

participation in physical activities.

Go for a nature walk with some 
friends. Each of you select one 
of the bingo cards below. When 
you see one of the things shown 
on the card, cross out that space. 
The first person to black out 
their card wins!

Nature Walk Bingo


