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Details limited 

in Dollar General 

robberies

The Dollar General stores 
in Blackville and Hilda had 
attempted robberies on Dec. 
28, 2022. 

The Hilda store was robbed 
around 5 p.m. 

"According to the report, 
there was no gun brandished 
or shown. The clerk was told he 
(the suspect) had a gun. Other 
people started coming in and 
he left before he actually got 
anything, money or otherwise," 
said Chief Deputy Darlene 
Cook with the Barnwell County 
Sheriff's Office. 

The sheriff's office has a 
suspect description and is 
reviewing video footage, but 
"we haven't determined a 
suspect yet," said Cook.

The Blackville incident 

happened after 9 p.m. The 
People-Sentinel has reached 
out to the Blackville Police 
Department for details multiple 
times, but no information has 
been provided. However, 
Chief Ray Crawford said on 
Jan. 3 they were conducting 
interviews. 

"We don't know at this point 
if the two are related," said 
Cook of how the clothing 
descriptions and methods of 
operating are different. 

Authorities have released 
a photo of a blue van that is 
a vehicle of interest in the 
attempted robbery of Hilda’s 
Dollar General. It is dark blue 
with gray at the bottom and 
some front end damage. A 
$200 reward is being offered by 
the BCSO for any information 
that leads to an arrest and 
conviction. 

Any information, please call 
803-541-1078 or 803-541-1161.

Nokomia Joyner, aka Comy, has a collection of close to 6,000 clowns at her home in Barnwell County. 
She is hoping her collection will earn a spot in the Guiness Books of World Records. 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

'Comy' seeks world record 
for large clown collection

High schools launch 

new wrestling 

teams,

Sports, B1Sports, B1

Restaurant owner healing after fall

A restaurant owner is grate-
ful for his family, staff, God, 
and community after a recent 
fall. 

Sunil Tch, owner of Eat Street 
in Barnwell and manager of the 
Winton Inn, suffered a serious 
fall on Dec. 12 at his home, 
landing on his face. He was 
airlifted to an Augusta, Ga. hos-
pital where he spent the next 10 
days. On Dec. 21, just in time for 
Christmas, Sunil was released 
to go home.

“Barnwell stepped up to 
protect my family, my business, 

and everything. I feel the love 
and God’s grace,” said Sunil 
during a recent interview at his 
restaurant. 

Watching the love of her 
life confined to a hospital bed 
brought emotional ups and 
downs that was “faster and 
scarier than a rollercoaster,” 
said Sunil’s wife, Supreethi 
Tadamatla. However, those 10 
days in the hospital provided 
the family with a different per-
spective of life. 

“Throughout the entire time 
we had a whole army of prayer 
warriors and well-wishers. 
Almighty God protected Sunil 
from death and major accident. 
Doctors are telling me that 
everything was minor brain in-

juries and none of them needed 
surgeries,” said Supreethi in a 
Facebook post the day he was 
released. 

HOME SWEET HOME
As immigrants from India, 

Sunil and Supreethi moved 
to Barnwell nine years ago. 
They had always lived in big-
ger cities, including Columbia, 
Beaufort, and their hometown 
in India.

“When I came to Barnwell, I 
came here to be a good citizen. 
That’s what my dad taught 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

See GRATEFUL, 12A

In the outskirts of Barnwell 
County lives 80-year-old Noko-
mia Joyner and her collection of 
over  5,000 clowns. 

Known by her family lovingly 
as ‘Comy,’ a nickname born 
out of her refusal to be called 
‘grandma’ and her grandchil-
dren’s inability to say Nokomia 
at a young age, Joyner never 
intended to start collecting 
clowns. 

Her retirement from the Sa-
vannah River Plant (SRS) in 
1997 is when Joyner’s collection 
began to exponentially grow, 
but it started over a decade be-
fore in 1985 with a clown named 
PeeWee. 

“I was in the hospital in ‘85, 
and one of the girls I worked 
with came to see me. Instead 
of bringing me flowers, she 
brought me PeeWee,” said 
Joyner. 

PeeWee was the first of many 
to come into the company of 
Joyner. Although she never had 
a particular fascination with 
clowns, something about the 
statue’s presence sparked her 
interest to look for more. 

Just about two years later, 
Joyner had to move her collec-
tion outside of her home due to 

its growth. 
“I had them in the attic until 

I could build a house. We filled 
that house up, and then we built 
another,” said Joyner.  

Two buildings sit on Joyner’s 
property, each with a clown 
on the door hand-painted by 
her son, completely filled with 
clowns. 

While a night in these build-
ings may be the worst night-
mare of some, it is a source of 
enjoyment and togetherness for 
Joyner and her family. 

“She's been doing it for so 
long, and I’ve watched her col-
lect them growing up,” said 
Tiffany Zieman, Joyner’s grand-
daughter. 

Each clown is unique in some 
way, and Joyner tries to not 
have duplicates. 

“There are some out there 
that are close, but one can have 
a hat and the other can have a 
stocking cap so they’re still dif-
ferent,” said Joyner. 

In recent years clowns have 
been depicted as scary, when 
many are the exact opposite. 

“When we were young, we 
couldn't wait to go to the car-
nival,” said Zieman, who finds 
nostalgia in the bright colors 
and exciting atmosphere of the 
circus. This is where her con-
notation of a clown lives rather 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

AT RIGHT: Sunil Tch with his wife, 
Supreethi Tadamatla, at their 
Eat Street restaurant. 

Joyner's collection includes clowns of various sizes and materials.

MEMS celebrates 

iReady test scores 

growth,

News, A2News, A2

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

See CLOWNS, 11A

City hires animal 
control/code 

enforcement officer

The City of Barnwell hired 
former Barnwell  County 
Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) deputy 
Andrew Thompson to fill the 
position of code enforcement/
animal control officer after it 
had remained vacant for nearly 
a year. 

Thompson began serving as 
the Barnwell Police Department 
(BPD) code enforcement officer, 
which the duty of animal 
control falls under, the week 
of November 30, 2022. 

The position was approved 
at the July 26 Barnwell City 
Council meeting after Rose 
Hartzog was brutally attacked 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Andrew Thompson is the City of 
Barnwell's new animal control/

code enforcement officer. 

See OFFICER, 11A
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The Macedonia Ele-
mentary-Middle School 
( M E M S )  g y m n a s i u m 
transformed into the 
stage of television show 
“The Price is Right” on 
Dec. 14 to award schol-
ars with a cash prize for 
growth in winter iReady 
test scores. 

Al though s tudents 
were excited to receive 
money, they were even 
more excited to see MEMS 
Principal Eryl Smalls dye 
his hair the school colors 
in recognition of their 
academic growth. 

“The highlight of their 
day  was  see ing  h im 
get his hair dyed,” said 
MEMS Assistant Princi-
pal Chelsea Calhoun. 

First  grade teacher 
Linda Fennell explained 
how Principal Smalls is 
willing to do anything for 
his students, even sport a 
new look. 

“We’re just so excit-
ed about the amount of 
growth and progress that 
they have shown, and 
we really wanted to do 
something to motivate 
them and let them know 
we are proud of them,” 
said Calhoun. 

Students in kindergar-
ten through eighth grade 
sat in the bleachers ea-
gerly awaiting for their 
name to be called by host-
ess and fifth grade teacher 
at MEMS, Felecia Kinard. 

iReady exams are as-
sessments to gauge stu-
dent performance and are 
taken in the fall, winter, 
and spring.

“We have a lot of stu-
dents that are bubble stu-
dents or a bit below aver-
age, and they grew a lot,” 
said Kinard. “We want to 
motivate students across 
the board and build their 
confidence, so we decided 
that we would applaud 
them all.” 

“If they grew even one 
point, they deserve to be 
celebrated,” said Kinard. 

MEMS educators and administrators are look- ing forward to the contin- ued academic growth of its students and holding 

events to recognize it, 
especially after the hiatus 
from traditional in-school 
learning due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

“Coming back from 
two years of doing untra-
ditional school, we know 
there was a tremendous 
regression that we had to 
make up for, and we will 
never get caught up, but 
the point is to see them 
learning and growing,” 
said Calhoun. 

Plans are being made 
to hold another celebra-
tion in the spring pro-
vided student iReady 
results show continued 
growth. 

MEMS iReady growth seen in principal’s new look 
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Macedonia Elementary-Middle School Principal Eryl Smalls (above left) and Assistant Principal Chelsea Calhoun 

(above right) congratulate students for making academic gains on the iReady test. 

Students at Macedonia Elementary-Middle School excitedly show off their prizes for growth on iReady.

Pre-K 
Ms. Hammet’s Class: 

Brysen Jordan-Davis, 
Jhoan Hernandez Ro-
driguez, Kylee Futrell, 
Kailee Myrick, Torrian 
James, Gabriella Smith, 
Mariya Ferguson, James 
Folk, Christionna Harri-
son, Joseph Hutto, Pais-
ley Mitchell, Antwan 
Dunbar, Araya Howard, 
King Roundtree, Easton 
Still, Jayla Keller, Kam-
eron Radford, Jaalamir 
Ross, Dy’Aisha Tyler, 
and Cordasia Brown.  

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Owens’ and 

Mrs. Joyner’s Class: 
Zaire Dixon, Kingston 
Daughety, Jumerica 
Washington, Brantley 
Chavis, Gabriel Wil-
liams, Savannah Jones, 
Shelton Bunn, Dalenn 
Chesser, Willie Fergu-
son, Quincey Walker, 
Conner Collins, Jordyn 
Ware, Elise Futrell, Ter-
rie Close, Joseph Drig-
gers, Karmyn Jackson, 
Everleigh Mims, and 
Kaisley Isaac. 

Mrs. Parker’s and Mrs. 
Lott’s Class: Kelton Don-
aldson, A’Vien Washing-
ton, Sophia Donaldson-
Spann, Harper Klebe, 
Kash Woodley, Hunter 
Chruchwell, Lawrence 
Williams, De’Karson 
Richardson, Zyana 
Hammonds, Michael 
Simmons, Justice Hol-
man, London Harley, 
Kendaya Sanders, Ange-
la Henry, Carter Rivera, 
and Heaven Martin. 

First Grade
Ms. Edward’s Class: 

Kirahyo McCreary, 
Janelle Bonds, Ken-
dall Myrick, Joselyn 

Martinez-Robles, Ayden 
Mason, Darrian Taylor, 
Zuria Hammonds, Kylie 
Hammonds, Earthel 
Walker, Celeste Batch-
ler, D’Andre Staley, 
Jace Reed, Elijah Smith, 
Kyleaha Livingston, 
Kash Campbell, Germy-
an Dyches, Ayla Smith, 
Ashronde Rowe, Mau-
rice Williams, Kaidence 
Cheatham, Jesus Perez-
Vasquez, and Kalijah 
Johnson. 

Ms. Hagood’s Class: 
Imani Jones, Seren-
ity Smith, Anthony 
Reed, Skylar Walker, 
Sean Goodwin, Ashton 
Robinson, Karissa Pate, 
Aaden Omar, Tamia 
Foust, Destine Rice, 
King Nickens, Logan 
Brown, Kaylee Brown, 
Aariel Cooks, Kayden 
Dyches, Messiah Mixon, 
Tristian Moore, Dallas 
Walker, and Brandon 
Youmans.  

Second Grade
Mrs. Bongcawel’s 

Class: Timothy Boyer, 
Saige Jones, Peyton Barr, 
Morgan Smith, Jaycee 
Mims, Angel Aung, 
Khaleah Kearse, Tiana 
James, Ava Eady, Zavaa 
Dixon, Justice Williams, 
Rayven Howard, and 
Eri’Yonna Kirkland.  

Mrs. Parker’s Class: 
Vanessa Wood, Taylor 
Shiggs, Ah’Mya Har-
ris, Na’Ava Floyd, Rose 
Martinez-Robles, Jace 
Bryant, Aariyana Cooks, 
Jabria Ware, Jayceon 
Barr, Hampton Car-
roll, Jeremiah Tyler, 
Taliyah Johnson, Erian 
Jones, Zyron Bongcawel, 
Hailey Cuthbertson, and 
Logan Howard. 

Third Grade
Mrs. Allen’s Class: 

Teri Close, Marissa 
Curry, Isaiah Dowling, 
Amaria Foust, Paris 
Jones, Carolina Blan-
kenship, Elijah Priester, 
Zechariah Chavis, Ar-
riyona Bing, Lilee Croft, 
Huntley Cope, Emoni 
Minus, Christian Wil-
liams, Dawayne Carrigg, 
Demetrius Williams, 
Preston Chavis, Travis 
Tyler, Jaicion Williams, 
and Zackary Parrish. 

Ms. Sanders’ Class: 
Erin Sept, Dareal Web-
ster, Michael Williams, 
Zoey Burnette, Kay-
lee Donaldson, Jewel 
Parker, Sharell Jordan, 
Brayden Dyches, Aubri-
elle Glover, Ka’dyn Di-
als, Lilly Kinard, Kendra 
Rowe, Jakobe Felder, 
Stacy Bongcawel, and 
Tyquan Tyler. 

Fourth Grade
Ms. Cobb’s Class: 

Ethan Jeter, Madison 
Williams, Zariah James, 
Mauriyah Williams, 
Zerniya Russaw, Kaiden 
Williams, Majure Camp-
bell, Sylvia Chavis, Ar-
ies Drain, Karson Epps, 
Naomi Salley, Kaylee 
Siegel, Major Salley, 
Jayden Omar, Braxton 
Bonds, Amiyah High-
smith, Ivori Roundtree, 
Charity Williams, and 
Mirackle Alicea Almoar. 

Mrs. Glover’s Class: 
Jayden Keller, Gavin 
Taylor, Eli Walker, 
Sincere Thomas, Kai-
laya Govan, Dylan 
Camarillo, Ian Hughes, 
Chasity Creech, Madi-
son Hammet, Deandre 
Taylor, JaAir Washing-
ton, Stanford Felder, 
Jonathan Pacheco, Kyler 

Livingston, Bre’asia 
Brown, Ayden Carrigg, 
Jabria Isaac, and Chase 
Harrison. 

Fifth Grade
Mrs Bryson’s Class: 

Kyle Hayward, Aaron 
Johnson, Deliyah 
Risi, Karter Wilson, 
Jaycee Klebe, Azion 
Frazier, Michelle Wil-
liams, Brayden Brown, 
Da’Quan Stroman, Kylen 
Seabrooks, Zulema 
Diaz, Raphael Good-
win, Maruice Holman, 
Sha’Marion Brown, 
Thuya Aung, Dustin 
Carroll, Jayden Miller, 
Parish Thompson, Da-
vida Mixon, and Tariah 
Johnson.

Mrs. Epps’ Class: 
Landrea Young, Chris-
tian McMillian, Quinten 
Johnson, Braylon Ow-
ens, Tyler Joyner, Lauren 
Fraizer, Douglas Ford, 
Semaj Rice, Bryan Diaz, 
Cameron Smith, Caro-
lina Flores, Ja’Nyla Don-
aldson, Kahrin Mixon, 
Chasity Lee, Damarius 
Odom, Heather Nickens, 
Ke’Ara Bing, Anthony 
Castillo, and Ca’Mari 
Johnson. 

Sixth Grade
Mrs. Brown’s Class: 

Ar’Shaun Bing, Zy’Kira 
Daniels, Trenton Moors, 
Terrius James, Tythe-
rian Yon, Kenya Tyler, 
Bryson Jones, Markell 
Jamison, Disha Patel, 
Ah’Real Goodwin, Sa-
naa Jenkins, Tyler Davis, 
Nevaeh Joyner, and 
Travaris Johnson. 

Ms. Jenkins’ Class: Ka-
leigh Simmons, Jaheem 
Johnson, Noah Sawyer, 
Tramell Mitchell, Sanora 
Brown, Taylor Hampton, 

Cortni Gleaton, Mike 
Walker, Marcus Smalls, 
Haylei Sapp, Warren 
Jamison, Lashae Smalls, 
Kensey Martin, and 
Abigail Smith. 

Seventh Grade
Mr. Warble’s Class: 
Bralen Coleman, 

Xavier Creech, Rainey 
Priester, Evonna Smalls, 
Zariah Thomas, Malaki 
Brown, Timothy John-
son, Christalen Nor-
man, Shannon Kirkland, 
Emmelie Moors, Taylar 
Evans, Mikenzie Fric-
kling, Darnell Phillips, 
Jermiah Corbitt, and 
Kennedy Hay. 

Mr. Mendoza’s Class: 
Savion Dowling, Shani-
ya Bing, Miles Minus, 
Faith Washington, 
Trevor Kinard, Xavion 
Creech, Destiny Owens, 

ZaMiya Jordan-Davis, 
I’yonna Calhoun, Ze-
meria Woodley, Tariuq 
Odom, Semi Kemp, and 
Mylia Brown. 

Eighth Grade
Mrs. Springsteen’s 

Class: Jarvis Barnes, 
Terrion Johnson, Terence 
Joyner, Robert McCrea-
ry, Orlando Reed, Caleb 
Brown, Heaven Thomp-
son, Ryian Sanders, 
Nazarria Bagley, Breyon 
Donaldson, Willow 
Croft, Annasia McCrea-
ry, and Mira Holston. 

Mr. Owala’s Class: 
Sha’Mya Dowling, 
Desirae Joyner, Elexis 
Joyner, Alleik Walker, 
Eric Dunbar, Aimee Ow-
ens, Jayden Barnes, Kai-
den Aiken, Kayla Abney, 
and Ja’Faith Johnson. 

Registration Open

Registration is underway for the 

2023 season for boys and girls

(ages 3 to 15) 

Sign-ups for baseball and softball 
will be held every

Tuesday and Thursday
between Jan. 3rd and 31st

from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
at the Barnwell County Public Library 

Price depends on age. Cash or check only. 

For questions, email

bbsa29812@gmail.com

Here's a list of students wHo were recognized:

MEMS students were all smiles during the celebration of winter iReady test scores on Dec. 14. 

MEMS Principal Eryl Smalls 

received a makeover on 

Dec. 14 in the form of 
purple (above) and gold 

(not pictured) hair. Dying 
h i s  h a i r  w a s  d o n e  i n 

recognition of academic 

gains made by students.

An MEMS student was 

excited to have her name 

called for making gains on 

the iReady test. 
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County-wide 'pickle-crack' outbreak 

Known as the lovechild 
of badminton, tennis, and 
ping-pong, pickleball has 
been rapidly growing in 
the U.S. since the 1960s, 
and in the last two years, 
in Barnwell County. 

Although there are not 
yet official places to play 
in the county, a lack of 
courts has not stopped 
those who caught the 
pickleball bug from en-
joying the sport meant 
for all ages. 

“Roger’s the one that 
first started getting peo-
ple interested. We had 
people driving over from 
Barnwell to play because 
it was the first group 
of people that had ever 
tried to organize it,” said 
Greg Walkup, Williston 
resident and player of 
both tennis and pickle-
ball.

Roger Stanten moved 
near Hickory, North Car-
olina in 2021 after living 
in Williston for 31 years. 
Before he left, Stanten 
built a strong foundation 
for pickleball and his 
mark on the sport still 
remains on the modi-
fied tennis courts pick-
leballers play on, both 
figuratively and literally.

“Roger got it started,” 
said Susan Birt, Williston 
resident and pickleball 
enthusiast. “He taped off 
the exact dimensions for 
pickleball and the tape 
has long since gone from 
the weather, however, we 
can still see the glue.” 

The glue residue left 
on the tennis courts at 
the Williston Town Park 
is what Birt and other 
players use to note the 
boundaries of the court 
which differ from those 
of tennis. 

“It's a smaller court 
than a tennis court and 
the net is actually shorter 
than a tennis net,” said 
Walkup. 

Walkup and Birt both 
joined the pickleball cir-
cle when Stanten was 
aiming to grow the sport 
in the county. 

Stanten’s initial inter-
est in the sport began at 
a charity event held by 
the Savannah River Site 
a few years ago where he 
played for the first time. 

“I was getting closer 
to retirement and I was 
looking for something to 

keep me a little bit more 
physically active,” said 
Stanten. 

“It was probably April 
of 2020. I just put it on 
Facebook, said, ‘Anyone 
who wants to play, I'll 
be down at the courts in 
Williston.’ I went down 
there and I taped off one 
of the tennis courts and I 
think there were two or 
three people who showed 
up,” he said. 

Many pickleball play-
ers take to the sport be-
cause it has no age or 
skill restrictions and is a 
low-impact way to main-
tain physical activity as 
Stanten said. 

“Pickleball is a general 
uniter,” said Birt. “You 
don’t have to be physical-
ly fit to play, but it helps 
you get more physically 
fit. If you’re old, young, 
thin, fat, whatever, you 
can play pickleball and 
be good at it.”

Walkup, Birt, and Stan-
ten all expressed they 
had not known of the 
sport long before it be-
came a key part of their 
weekly routine to play 
alongside other pickle-
ballers. 

The group would play 
on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at the Williston 
tennis courts weather 
permitting, and all began 
developing a passion for 
the sport. Birt explains 
she began looking for 
pickleball paddles that 
would give her the sat-
isfying ‘pop’ noise when 
making contact with the 
ball. 

“I think what every 
player wants to hear is 
that pop of that ball hit-
ting a paddle, it's a very 
distinctive sound,” said 
Birt. “When you hit a 
good shot, it makes a 
certain sound and every 
player craves that.”

“We call it pickle-crack 
because it's so addictive,” 
said Birt. 

Birt and Walkup were 
a part of the initial pick-
leball push in Barnwell 
County alongside Stan-
ten, and have similar 
hopes for the sport that 
he did.

“I would like to see 
a county-wide league. 
Williston has a team, 
Barnwell  has a team, 
Blackville has a team, 
and maybe we play little 
tournaments amongst 
each other,” said Birt. 

“My vision at the time 
was that each of the main 

communities, Barnwell, 
Williston, and Blackville, 
would develop their own 
play groups and then 
there'd be an interplay 
between the communi-
ties, then maybe a cham-

pionship game,” said 
Stanten. 

The first obstacle in 
this vision is a place to 
play, sanctioned or not. 
Walkup, Stanten, and 
Birt struck multiple con-
versations around pickle-
ball with both town and 
county officials. 

“I went to the Barnwell 
County Council a couple 
times and encouraged 
them to help spread it 
throughout the county 
so everyone kind of had 
an equal footing,” said 
Stanten. 

S t a t e n  e x p l a i n e d , 
“They're like any other 
government,” and took 
his pickleball advocacy 
into consideration. 

Not only was the court 
conversation proposed 
to the county by Stanten, 
but the Town of Williston 
as well. 

“We appeared late last 
year to the Town Council 
on Williston,” said Walk-
up. “We were asking for 
funding for say two or 
three pickleball courts 
in the town park here in 
Williston. And at the time 
funding was an issue.”

In a more recent con-
versation Walkup had 
with Town of Williston 
Administrator Mike Bea-
sley, he was informed 
that the town is looking 
into the cost of construct-
ing two pickleball courts 

in the town park. 
“I used that old line 

out of the movie ‘Field 
of Dreams’, I said, ‘If you 
build it, they will come,’” 
said Walkup. 

The court conversation 

was discussed by the 
Williston Town Council 
at their June 13 regular 
meeting. 

C o u n c i l m a n  E r i c 
Moody explained he had 
looked into making the 
existing tennis courts 
at the town park multi-
purpose by painting lines 
that served both tennis 
and pickleball. 

However, the U.S. Ten-
nis Association forbids 
extra lines on courts and 
would make the courts 
not fit for competition 
when used by the Willis-
ton-Elko tennis team. 

To solve this problem, 
Moody proposed con-
verting concrete slabs to 
pickleball courts at a total 
cost of $27,604. 

At this meeting, Ad-
ministrator Beasley said 
he would look into po-
tential funding options 
for the courts. 

At the September 12 
Williston Town Council 
meeting, Walkup advo-
cated for courts to come 
to Williston. 

Administrator Beasley 
then informed the council 
that he has found two 
funding sources; a PAR 
Fund, or already secured 
American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) money. 

Administrator Beasley 
informed the council in-
stalling these courts in 
the town park would re-

quire a lot of prep work, 
including ground main-
tenance and finding a 
contractor.

The council agreed to 
carry on with placing 
bids to find a contractor 

to build pickleball courts. 
In Blackville, Director 

of Recreation Tykesha 
Jenkins has been in con-
versations with Axis I 
Center about a grant to 
renovate one of the cur-
rent tennis courts near 
Blackville-Hilda High 
School to a pickleball 
court.

Due to the location of 
the soon-to-be pickleball 
courts on the property 
of Blackville-Hilda High 
School, their construction 
is the responsibility of the 
school. Barnwell County 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict has agreed to handle 
this construction.

Jenkins detailed the 
school plans to continue 
with this project and the 
courts will be open for 
community use. 

At the Barnwell County 
YMCA, four pickleball 
courts are being con-
structed with plans to 
be completed by spring 
2023. 

Barnwell County Ad-
ministrator Tim Bennett 
explained no general 
contractors attended the 
required pre-bid meeting 
after the initial bid was 
placed, thus requiring the 
county to re-bid the court 
construction. 

Af ter  the  county ’s 
second bid was placed, 
four general contractors 
attended the required 

pre-bid meetings on Sep-
tember 27 with their bids 
being due on October 11.  

These courts will be 
managed by the YMCA, 
and s imi lar ly  to  the 
Aquatic Center, acces-
sible only with either a 
YMCA membership or a 
daily fee. 

“They'll be open to the 
public, but just like the 
pool, if you're not a mem-
ber of the Y you'll have to 
pay a fee to play,” said 
Barnwell County Coun-
cilman and Recreation 
Committee Chairman 
Jerry Creech. 

“The Y is trying to 
manage the pickleball 
courts, just like they do 
the pool,” said Council-
man Creech. 

The YMCA pickleball 
courts, along with the 
adjoining parking lots, 
will potentially be fund-
ed from the Barnwell 
County Economic Devel-
opment Fund. 

“The county must pay 
for the project, and then 
justify reimbursement. 
Reimbursement is not 
guaranteed. We will pre-
pare a reimbursement 
request that hopefully 
meets the criteria for re-
imbursement,” said Ad-
ministrator Bennett. 

Walkup recounts  a 
prior conversation with 
Barnwell County Coun-
cilman Don Harper about 
bringing courts to Willis-
ton as well after hearing 
of the courts coming to 
Barnwell’s YMCA, where 
Councilman Harper ex-
pressed to Walkup it was 
funding that was pre-
venting court construc-
tion in Williston. 

“I told him I was a 
little disappointed that 
all four courts were go-
ing to Barnwell. I said, 
‘ I t  seems l ike maybe 
you would've had one 
or two courts in Willis-
ton where there's some 
interest, or maybe Black-
ville,’ but he said some-
thing about it was going 
to be cheaper to do it all 
right there in Barnwell,” 
said Walkup. 

The future of pickle-
ball in Barnwell County 
is unclear; however, the 
sport continues to grow 
in neighboring Aiken 
County and even across 
the world with 4.8 mil-
lion players in the U.S. 
alone. 

For more information 
on the sport, visit https://
usapickleball.org/. 

The piles of gravel being used as site prep represent the location of the four 

upcoming pickleball courts at the Barnwell County YMCA. 

HealthWise Family Practice Is Proud To Welcome 

SHENIKA CARTER, C.N.P. 
Shenika earned her graduate degree 
at Chamberlain College of Nursing in 
Illinois. She has over 15 years of ex-
perience in the medical field, that 
expands into primary care, medical 
surgical nursing, critical care, and 
long-term care experience.  
 
Shenika was born and raised in Wil-
liston. She enjoys engaging members 
of the community to bring awareness 
to preventive health.   
 
Her motto is “Health is wealth.”  
Knowing that whether it's rainy or 
sunny outside, annual physicals and 
preventative health is very important 
to living a healthy life.  

Accepting new patients starting January 2023.  

HealthWise Family Practice 
154 Wren Street, Barnwell, SC  

Call  803-259-3399  
to schedule an appointment! 

Courtesy: Barnwell County

Plant Today… 
Pick Fruit this Summer! 

 

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT FRUIT & FLOWERING TREES 

Looking for Flowers  
not Fruit? 

Dogwood | Red Bud | Flowering Cherry 

Flowering Crabapple |Crepe Myrtle | Azaleas 

|Saucer Magnolia | Flowering Plum  

Flowering Quince |Reeves Spirea 

Camellias | Japanese Maples 

⬧⬧Most are early Spring/Late Winter Bloomers⬧⬧ 
Plant today so you can enjoy the flowers tomorrow 

… well … almost 

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell 
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Like our FaceBook page to find daily specials! 

 

Our Container Grown Fruit Trees are 5-6’ Tall! 

Apples| Blackberries| Blueberries 

Figs | Fruit Cocktail—multiple fruits on one tree 

Grapes/Muscadine Vines| Nectarines| Peaches 

Pears| Pecans| Plums| Pomegranates 

Don’t Forget the  
Soil Amendments & Mulch: 

Potting Soils | Bagged & Bulk Compost 
Pinestraw | Fertilizers 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

“We call it pickle-crack because it's so addictive.” 
- Susan Birt,

Williston resident and pickleball enthusiast

Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Engagement

Brad Bryan and Alyssa Salcido will be married August 19, 2023. 

Alyssa Salcido, 
Brad Bryan 

Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Salcido of Windsor are proud to announce the 
engagement and forthcoming marriage of their daughter, Alyssa 

Salcido, to Brad Bryan. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Bryan of 
Batesburg-Leesville. 

The bride-elect is currently employed by Plum Pretty in Barnwell. 
The groom-elect is currently employed by Brad’s Bail Bonding and 

B&B Ford in Barnwell. 
The wedding is scheduled for August 19, 2023 at Pine Knoll Farms in 

Appling, Ga. 

Engagement

Skyler Hooper and Stephen Kinard will be married October 21, 2023. 

Skyler Hooper, 
Stephen Kinard

Mr. and Mrs. Ski (Wendy) Hooper of Barnwell are pleased to announce 
the engagement and forthcoming marriage of their daughter, Skyler 

McKenzie Hooper, to Stephen Cordrey Kinard. Cord is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen (Wendy) Kinard of Sycamore.

Skyler is the granddaughter of the late Daniel E. and Cheryl Delk Hartzog 
of Hilda and Maxine Pender Hooper and the late Gary David Hooper of Barn-
well. She is a graduate of Barnwell High School and is currently attending 
the University of South Carolina Salkehatchie, where she is pursuing a BSN 
in Nursing through USC Beaufort.  

Cord is the grandson of the late Robert F. and Sara O. Clifton of Varnville 
and the late Grady C. and Ruby A. Kinard of Sycamore. He is a graduate of 
Wade Hampton High School and presently employed with Welch Forestry 
Products of Hampton. 

The wedding will be held on October 21, 2023.
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We pick up TODAY!
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 
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Mr. & Mrs. Don Mr. & Mrs. Don 

Moore Moore 

20222022SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501 or 

stop by 222 Main Street, Barnwell.
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WA R R E N V I L L E  - 
Funer al services for  Hazel 
Ann Mitchell Gaskins 
 Parcell, 75, of Warren-
ville, will be held at 2 
o’clock p.m., Friday, Janu-
ary 6, 2023 in the Folk 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
Williston, with the Rev-
erend  Darrell Thompson 
officiating; burial will be 
in the Williston Cemetery. 
The family will receive 
friends one hour prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home on Friday. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
sent to the Healing Net 
Foundation, 415 Spence 
Ln., Nashville, TN 37210. 

Hazel passed away on 
Friday, December 30, 2022.

Born at home in Elko, 

she was a daughter of 
the late George Pinck-
ney Mitchell and Dorothy 
Youngblood Mitchell. She 
was first married to late 
Joseph Daniel Gaskins and 
was the widow of Terry 
Todd Parcell. She was a 
member of Hollow Creek 
Baptist Church. She had 
her Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) and former-
ly worked as a bus driver 
for the City of Augusta, 
GA. Hazel had a clearance 
which allowed her to work 
as a security escort at SRS 
in Operations.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Barbara Gas-
kins of Aiken, Kimberly 
Gaskins (Douglas) Meek 
of Beech Island, Angela 
Gaskins (David Todd) 
Hunt of Aiken, and Tricia 
Parcell of MN; her sons, 
Jaydean “Dean” Gaskins 
Sr. (Kimberly Shelley)  
of Aiken, James Daniel 
“Puit” (Vicky) Gaskins 
of Aiken, Sheldon (Lisa) 
Parcell of WA; grandchil-
dren, Sandy Gaskins, Re-

becca (Clayton) Snider, 
Joseph (Breannah) Meek, 
Madison Meek, Jason C. 
Waller, McKenzie Gas-
kins, T. J. Hunt, Jaydean 
(Jessica) Gaskins Jr., Je-
sup D. Gaskins, Jami D. 
Gaskins, Jace D. Gaskins, 
Matthew Zeigler, Susan 
Rasband, Caroline Ras-
band, and Grace Rasband; 
11 great-grandchildren; 
sisters,  Patricia Pounds 
and Bobbie Killen both of 
Salina, KS; and a number 
of nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

She was preceded in 
death by a baby girl sister, 
Dorothy Juliee Mitchell; 
her granddaughter, Tif-
fany Wilson; sister, Shelby 
Jennings, and brothers, 
Frankie Mitchell  and 
George Ray Mitchell. 

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assist-
ing the family with ar-
rangements. Visit the on-
line registry at www.folk  
funeralhome.com.
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WILLISTON - Jo Anne 
Miles, 67, passed away 
on December 31st, 2022. 
She was born in Barn-
well County on January 
16th, 1955 to the late Har-
riet Still. She was a loving 
daughter and sister, and 
a member of Ashleigh 
Baptist Church.

She is survived by her 

brothers, O’Neal (Dot) 
Miles of Blackville and 
Ken Miles of Williston; sis-
ters, Norma Jean (Allen) 
Owens of Williston and 
Elaine Turner of Black-
ville; stepbrothers, Ray 
Turner of Columbia and 
Ronnie Turner of Sumter; 
as well as several nieces 
and nephews.

A visitation will be held 
Wednesday, January 4th, 
2023 at 10 a.m. at Ashleigh 
Baptist Church in Black-
ville with funeral services 
to follow at 11 a.m. Grave-
side services will be held 
at the Barnwell County 
Memorial (Airport) Cem-
etery. Rev. Joe Wilburn 
 

will be officiating. Mole 
Funeral Home is assisting 
the family.

The family would like 
to extend a Thank-You 
to the staff at Williston 
Healthcare and Rehab for 
the kind and loving care 
shown to their sister.

Sign the online guest-
book at molefh.com.
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Jo Anne Miles

SERVICES

Anglican Church of the 
Holy Apostles
228 Hagood Ave., Barnwell
Sun - Holy Eucharist service 
10:30am
Sun School at 9:30am
Wed Morning prayer/
breakfast 8am
Vicar Bill Clarkson

Barnwell United Methodist 
Church
236 Main Street, Barnwell
803-259-3331
Sun. Services & activities: 
9:15am Coffee Fellowship in 
Crenshaw Hall
10am Adult Sunday School in 
Crenshaw Hall
10:15am Youth Sunday 
School
11am Traditional worship 
service and Children’s  
Sunday School
Monthly activities:
United Methodist Women - 
date announced each month
Barnwell Soup Kitchen - 
10:45am every 3rd Monday at 
First Baptist
Crochet Comforters - 10am 
on 4th Saturday

Bells Chapel Pentecostal 
Holiness
83 Week Ave., Olar
Sundays - 10:30am
Pastor Thomas Caldwell - 
calth02@yahoo.com
(803) 335-9121
(803) 671-6369 

Boiling Springs Chapel
5475 Boiling Springs Rd., 
Barnwell
Sunday Worship 5pm

Center of Hope Community 
Fellowship
(542 Main Street, Barnwell; 
beside IGA)
Sunday School 11:30am-
12:15pm
Sunday Worship 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7pm
Pastor/Founder Bishop 
Charlie D. Gillison

Christ Presbyterian Church
848 Hagood Ave., Barnwell
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Bible Study Wednesday 6pm
803-259-5653

First Baptist Church of 
Barnwell
161 Allen St, Barnwell
Contemporary Service
Sundays  9am
Traditional Service
Sundays 11am
Sunday School at 10:10am
Watch on facebook or 
listen in the parking lot 
over  90.5

Friendship Baptist Church
Sunday School
5801 Friendship Rd., 
Barnwell
Sundays - Assembly 9:45am
Sunday School at 10am
Worship at 11am
Discipleship Training
Sundays - 6pm
Worship at 7pm

Hope Community Church 
of God 
785 Main St., Barnwell
Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11am
Wednesday Service 7pm

Jordan Missionary Baptist
200 Skyland Farm Road, 
Williston
Sunday School
2nd - 5th Sundays 9:30am
Worship
2nd-5th Sundays 10:30am

Life Tabernacle Church 
1189 Clinton St., Barnwell
Sunday School 10am
Sunday worship 6pm
Wednesday service 7pm
Monday night prayer 7pm

Long Branch Baptist 
Church
3223 Highway 37, Williston
SUNDAY
9:15am - Sunday school
10:30am - Morning worship 
service
5pm - Bible study
6pm - Evening worship 
service

WEDNESDAY
6pm - Prayer service

Mt Lebanon Christian 
Church 
420 Christian Rd., Barnwell
(803) 259-1438
mtlebanoncc@gmail.com 
Sunday School at 10am
Sunday am worship 11am 
(blended music)
Sunday PM Bible Study 6pm 
(mid July-April)
www.mtlebanonchristian 
church.com
Minister Ron Franklin

Ned Branch Missionary 
Baptist Church
10620 Dunbarton 
Blvd., Barnwell
Inside Services: Sunday 
school at 9am and services 
at 10am. Bible study is held 
Tuesdays at 6:15pm. Please 
wear a mask.

Rosemary Baptist Church
151 Emerald Lane, Barnwell
In-House service on second 
and fourth Sundays at 
12:15pm. 
CDC guidelines will be used. 
Pastor Sarah Perkins

Second Baptist Church of 
Barnwell
181 Church St., Barnwell
In person worship service. 
Masks and social distancing 
is encouraged. Temp. checks 
upon entrance.
Sundays  10am

For more info: Pastor Elder 
Lamonte Boyd (803) 259-1385
www.facebook.com/
SBCBarnwell

Seven Pines Baptist Church 
Snelling. Small community 
church welcomes visitors 
Sunday School: 9:50am
Service: 11am, 6pm
Pastor Mark Watford

Springfield Missionary 
Baptist Church 
132225 Hwy. 278, Barnwell
Sundays, in-person worships 
services, masks are 
encouraged. 
Pastor is Freddie Wright
11am

St. James Anglican 
150 Pascallas St., Blackville
Sunday Worship service with 
Holy Communion: 10:30am
Thursday Evening: 6:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study 
on the 2nd and 4th of the 
month: 6:30pm
stjamesanglicanblackville@
gmail.com
803-671-0676 (mobile)

St. Mary Baptist Church 
474 Hwy. 125, Martin
Mask and social distancing 
required. 
Pastor is Rev. Freddrick 
Quattlebaum. 
2nd & 4th Sundays - 10am

St. Paul Missionary Baptist 
Church
Snelling
Park & Praise Service
2nd & 4th Sundays - 10am
Face masks should be worn 
at all times.

St. Peter Baptist Church
7110 Bay St., Elko
Mask and social distancing 
required. 
Pastor is Rev. Anthony F. 
Gadson
Sunday Worship: 11am

Unity Baptist Church 
Pastor Brian Howard
5504 Hilda Rd., Blackville
Sunday School: 9:45am
Sunday Worship: 
11am and 6pm
Mid week service: Thursdays 
JAM kids (supper provided) 
6pm and Adult service 7pm

Victory Baptist Church
3361 Hwy 70, Barnwell
Sunday Worship at 11am
Interim Preacher Terry 
Woodside

Word Of Life Full Gospel 
Ministries 
6254 Hwy 278, Barnwell 
Wednesday Bible study/ 
prayer Service 7pm
Sunday school 10:45 am
Worship Service 12pm
Facebook @wordof lifefgm

Auditions
Jan 9, 10, 12Jan 9, 10, 12
Circle Theatre of Barnwell Circle Theatre of Barnwell 
is holding auditions for is holding auditions for 
its production of “My Fair its production of “My Fair 
Lady”Lady” at at 6:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m. on  on January January 
9th, 10th & 12th9th, 10th & 12th, at the old , at the old 
Barnwell Presbyterian Church Barnwell Presbyterian Church 
Fellowship Hall. They are Fellowship Hall. They are 
looking for men and women looking for men and women 
(all ages), teens (16 and up) to (all ages), teens (16 and up) to 
fill various roles. Lead roles fill various roles. Lead roles 
will have singing parts (solos/will have singing parts (solos/
duets/trios). Everyone will be duets/trios). Everyone will be 
involved in some ensemble involved in some ensemble 
singing. Auditioners are asked singing. Auditioners are asked 
to come prepared to sing to come prepared to sing 
something of their choosing something of their choosing 
(to help us determine voice (to help us determine voice 

range/quality). No monologues range/quality). No monologues 
are necessary as they will be are necessary as they will be 
doing cold reading from the doing cold reading from the 
script.script.
6:30pm6:30pm

Barnwell
Library

VIRTUAL STORY TIME
Thursday, Jan. 5 and 19
Videos will be posted on 
Facebook at 11:00 am.
STORY TIME at the Library
Thursday, Jan. 12 and 26
11:00am in the Children’s Room

Adults
Potluck Book Club

Tuesday, Jan. 31
4:00pm
We will be discussing The 
Keeper of Lost Things 
by: Ruth Hogan. 

Tween/Teen Ages 8-18
Gaming Club
Thursday, Jan. 26  
5pm-6pm
Come enjoy our Gaming Club 
just for Tweens and Teens. 
Bring your friends so you can 
compete with some fun Switch 
games. Registration begins 
Jan. 3rd and ends Jan. 20th. 
Space is limited so stop by and 
sign up at the front desk.

CHILDREN All Ages
Winter Scavenger Hunt
January 9-13

Drop by Jan. 9-13 and help us 
find all of the missing pieces 
to build our snowman. Find 
them all and win a small prize.

Ages 3 and Up
I have a Dream Craft
January 11
4pm-5pm
Make a paper cloud mobile 
with your dreams for your 
community, yourself, school, 
and the world.

Ages 3-10
Snow Sensory Bin
Jan. 18
All day drop in. The snow has 
taken over!  Help us dig out all 
of the missing objects hidden 
in the snow. Find them all and 
win a small prize.

To promote your event, email the information 
to drichardson@thepeoplesentinel.com

or fax it to 
(803) 259-2703.JANUARYJANUARY

BARNWELL -  Paul 
Edward Grinter Jr., 59, 
passed away in Barnwell 
on December 29th, 2022. 
He was born on September 
6th, 1963 in Izmir, Turkey 
to the late Paul Edward 

Grinter Sr. and Judith Ann 
Berry Martinez.

He served in and retired 
from the U.S. Air Force, 
where he was a Master 
Sergeant. He was also a fan 
of the Ohio State football 
team and enjoyed watch-
ing them play.

Paul is survived by his 
son, Jake Grinter; niece, 
Shannon Dunn; brother, 
Scott; and sister, Jacque.

Service information will 
be announced at a later 
date. Mole Funeral Home 
is assisting the family.

Sign the online guest-
book at molefh.com.
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AIKEN - Jane Jones 
Gantt - mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmoth-
er, and someone who trea-
sured her family with her 
heart – passed away peace-
fully on January 1, 2023 at 
the age of 94 surrounded 
by her loving family. 

Jane was born to  Emory 
Carl and Honor Hen-
dricks Jones in Easley on 
September 8, 1928. She 
graduated from Easley 
High School before at-
tending Erskine College 
in Due West leaving with 
an associate degree. After 
studying at Roper Hospi-
tal in Charleston toward a 
degree in nursing, she met 
the love of her life, Aubrey 
Doyle Gantt Sr., who was 
interning after earning 
his medical degree at the 
Medical College of South 
Carolina. Married in 1948, 
Jane and Aubrey, eventu-
ally moved to Williston to 
start his practice in fam-
ily medicine and where 
they raised their family. 
Daughter Rebecca was 
born in 1950 while he com-
pleted his military service 
in New London, CT. Once 
they were in Williston, 
son Doyle was born in 
1951 and son George was 
born in 1953. During these 
years Jane and Aubrey 
were faithful members 
of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Pelion. In 2008, 
Jane and Aubrey retired to 
Spartanburg, where they 
lived in Summit Hills Re-
tirement Community and 
became members of St. 

John’s Lutheran Church. 
In November of 2022, Jane 
moved to Trinity on Lau-
rens in Aiken.

Through the years, Jane 
developed a mastery of 
cooking and found great 
joy in preparing meals 
for her family. That ac-
complishment and love 
of cooking was passed 
down to her children and 
grandchildren.

With loving care, she 
made clothes and cos-
tumes for her children’s’ 
school activities. Her love 
of working with fabrics 
and crafts evolved into 
the intricate art of tatting 
where she produced many 
delicate lace treasures.

Ornamental gardening 
became a joy and source 
of gratification to Jane. 
Her husband’s love of 
vegetable gardening and 
overzealous production 
of produce necessitated 
her becoming proficient 
in the process of canning. 
Canning was necessary 
but not particularly en-
joyable. Although not a 
fan of outdoor pursuits, 
she was a leader of a Girl 
Scout troop in Williston 
and hiked the troop 5 
miles south of town to 
Gantt farm for overnight 
camping.

Jane had a passion for 
playing bridge and be-
longed to various clubs 
while living in Williston 
and Spartanburg. Her love 
of games also included 
Scrabble, Crosswords, and 
Sudoku.

The source of Jane’s joy 
of family was instilled 
while growing up along 
with her mother in her 
maternal grandparent’s 
home in Easley. Five un-
cles and four aunts, sev-
eral of whom were closer 
in age to being siblings, 
were the basis of her in-

tense pride in and lifelong 
devotion to her Hendricks 
kinfolk.

Jane was preceded in 
death by her husband 
Aubrey and her parents 
Carl and Honor, as well as 
her granddaughter Rachel 
Gantt.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Rebecca (Reg-
gie) Hill of Spartanburg; 
sons, Aubrey Doyle (Gail) 
Gantt Jr. of Aiken and 
George Gantt (Beth) of 
Aiken; grandchildren, 
Heather (David) Hill Ko-
chamba of Smyrna, Ga., 
Martin (Stephanie) Hill of 
Travelers Rest, and Lauren 
(Larry) Gantt Simonson of 
Greenville; great-grand-
children, David Asher 
Kochamba, Aubrey Isabel 
Hill, and Theodore Law-
rence Simonson; a niece, 
Robin Anne Lawther of 
London, England; and 
many beloved cousins.

In her memory, dona-
tions can be made to Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
P.O. Box 126, Pelion, S.C. 
29123. The family would 
like to extend its heartfelt 
gratitude to the wonder-
ful caregivers at Trinity on 
Laurens, Daybreak Home 
Care Services, and Regen-
cy Hospice, all of Aiken.

Funeral services will 
be held at 2 o’clock p.m., 
Saturday, January 7, 2023, 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Pelion, with the 
Reverend Charles Seast-
runk officiating. Immedi-
ately following the grave-
side service, the family 
will receive friends at the 
church Parish Hall.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc. and Crematory is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. Visit the 
online registry at www.
folkfuneralhome.com.

The People-Sentinel 
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Warhorses, Tigers JROTC teams compete

On October 21, 2022 
local JROTC Battalions 
showcased their skills at 
one of the first Lowcoun-
try Drill and Color Guard 
Competitions since the 
pandemic.

The Warhorse JROTC 
Battalion at Barnwell 
High School (BHS) and 
the Tiger JROTC Battal-
ion at Allendale-Fairfax 
High School  (AFHS) 
c o m p e t e d  a l o n g s i d e 
D e n m a r k - O l a r  H i g h 
School, Woodland High 
School, and Bamberg-
Ehrhardt High School. 

"Our cadets are very 
excited that we've been 
able to resume these 
types of extracurricular 
activities. For the past 
two years due to COVID 
related restrictions, we 
were unable to conduct 
these types of events," 
said Sergeant First Class 
(Retired) Jerry Smith, one 
of the JROTC instructors 
at Barnwell High School.

“All the schools feel the 
same impact due to CO-
VID,” said Senior Army 
Instructor JROTC Chief 
Jeffery Gordon at AFHS. 
“COVID hurt, a lot of our 
resident experience went 
out the door.

A lot of these students 
are ninth graders and I 
just hope they stay with 
us.” 

JROTC Battalions at 
both AFHS and BHS are 
made up of new mem-
bers this year, making 
competitions such as this 
a first-time experience 
for many. 

“ O u r  c o m p e t i t i o n 
teams are made up of 
mostly freshman first-
year cadets that have 
only been drilling for 
about  s ix  weeks,  but 
they are beginning to 
notice their improve-
ment and growth and 
walked away from this 
competition really ex-
cited about the future," 
s a i d  B H S  i n s t r u c t o r 
Lieutenant Colonel (Re-

tired) Marvin Brown. 
Tiger JROTC Battal-

ion cadets such as ninth 
graders Misha Grayson, 
Zy’Nahriah Rhodes, and 
Rebecca Powers plan to 
stick with the program 
throughout their time at 
AFHS, and are happy to 
be involved. 

“It’s fun, and it's not 
a strict class. There are 
lessons about anger man-
agement, respect, and 
etiquette,” said Cadet 
Powers. 

Although it was the 
f i rs t  competi t ion for 
many cadets in the Tiger 
Battalion, Sergeant Major 
Norman Fisher felt “they 
really went out there and 
performed.” 

The competition con-
sisted of the following 
events:  Color Guard, 
Platoon Drill  without 
Arms, Platoon Drill with 
Arms, Squad Drill with-
out Arms, Squad Drill 
with Arms, as well as 
Platoon, Squad, and In-
dividual Exhibitions. 

A JROTC competition 
has many components, 
some of which are life 
lessons rather than prac-

ticed exhibitions. 
"These types of events 

help improve the Esprit 

de Corps and motivation 
of the cadets in our unit,” 
said LTC Brown. “The 

extracurricular activities 
are the reason students 
join our program.” 

“It helps them to com-
municate and talk to 
other students outside of 
their comfort zone, so we 
teach them to network 
with other students,” 
said SGM Fisher. 

Chief Gordon finds 
competitions to be “a 
way to bring all our com-
munities together and 
reinforce the values of 
the program; character 
and leadership develop-
ment.”

AFHS Cadet Rhodes 
fe l t  “overa l l  we  d id 
pretty good for fresh-
men,” of her Battalion’s 
performance at the com-
petition. Cadet Rhodes 
stepped out of her realm 
of experience and led a 
drill event in which she 
took home first place. 

“We just practiced un-
til we got it, and we won 
first place,” said Cadet 
Rhodes. 

The Tiger Battalion 
placed second overall in 
the competition. They 
placed first in the Drill 
Ceremony, second in 

Exhibition, and third in 
Color Guard. 

The Warhorse Battalion 
placed last overall and 
are looking forward to 
growing the experience 
of their team throughout 
the school year. 

Woodland’s JROTC 
cadets came in first place 
overall.

The Tiger Battalion 
Commander is  Cadet 
Lieutenant Colonel Cam-
ron Williams, and the 
Color Guard consists of 
(L-R) C/1st LT Arianna 
Priester, C/MSG Lokeya 
Robinson, C/MSG Trin-
ity Mikell, and C/SSG 
Ramona Magee. 

The Warhorse Battal-
ion is led by Cadet Lieu-
tenant Colonel Tameriah 
Hutto, a senior who has 
plans to attend the Uni-
versity of South Carolina 
on a Army ROTC Schol-
arship, and ultimately 
serve her country as an 
Army nurse.  

"Tameriah is a well-
rounded scholar, athlete 
and leader. The cadets 
under her command are 
fortunate to have her 
as an example of excel-
lence, commitment to 
duty, and leadership,” 
said LTC Brown. “Her 
positive attitude is infec-
tious and her work ethic 
is unmatched.  I look 
forward to seeing all of 
the wonderful things that 
will come her way in the 
future!” 

“These cadets here, 
that’s our future,” said 
SGM Fisher. 

Cadet  Rhodes ,  Ca-
det Grayson, and Cadet 
Powers all are consider-
ing a career in various 
branches of the military 
after graduation, but 
have their sights set on 
other options as well.

"When we look at the 
young talent that we 
have in our Warhorse 
Battalion, SFC Smith and 
I frequently comment 
that the future is very 
bright for our program, 
the  h igh  school ,  the 
Barnwell  community, 
and our nation,” said 
LTC Brown.

Tiger JROTC Battalion Cadets stand guard during the JROTC competition held at 

Allendale-Fairfax High School. 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Tiger JRTOC Battalion Cadet Zy’Nahriah Rhodes receives 

recognition for her leadership during the October JROTC 

competition. 

A Youth Summit was 
held on October 29, 2022 
at the National Guard Ar-
mory in Allendale.  

This event was hosted 
by the Allendale Com-
munity Based Tobacco 
Disparities Coalition for 

middle and high school 
students. Keynote speak-
er was Devon Smith, also 
know as Mr. Change Your 

Mindset of Allendale.  
The students in atten-

dance experienced break-
out sessions discussing 

topics on Mental Health, 
Financial Literacy and 
Self Care. Students expe-
rienced learning, empow-

erment, food and fun. 
Upcoming events for 

Allendale youth will be 
advertised.  

Warhorse JROTC Drill Team members from left to right: Breonna Creech, SaMariona 

Mayes, A'xperyence Geiger, and LaMarcus Gill.

Allendale-Fairfax High School Tiger JROTC Battalion Color Guard showcased their skills at the October competition.

Allendale summit empowers, educates teens
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Land of Scrubs opens in Barnwell
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Steven Fredette opened  
Land of Scrubs & Kids Wear 
in November 2022 to cater to 
the needs of essential workers 
in Barnwell County. 

The idea for the Main Street 
store came to Fredette after 
marrying a nurse and be-
coming privy to the needs of 
scrub-wearing professionals. 

“I saw how much time 
she spent in her scrubs and 
how often she was spend-
ing money on scrubs,” said 
Fredette. “I wanted to open 
a business that would help 
essential workers.” 

Fredette graduated from 
Barnwell High School in 2005 
and was excited to bring a 
business back to the com-
munity he spent time in over 
a decade ago. 

Growing up in Canada, 
Fredette watched his mother 
run a foster care home for 
teenagers and his father work 
relentlessly hard. Watching 

his parents led to his own 
entrepreneurial mindset. 

Before moving to the U.S. 
from Canada, he too opened 
a foster care home. Fredette 
also has current business 
ventures near Lake Murray 
in Columbia where he resides. 

Aside from Land of Scrubs 
& Kids Wear, operating a 
pontoon boat rental on Lake 
Murray, and caring for his 
family, Fredette is also a full-
time employee for T-Mobile 
corporate. 

Fredette’s return to Barn-
well came with the goal to 
open a business that would 
benefit the community. 

“I had a business partner 
call me and say, ‘You might 
want to put a scrub store in 
Barnwell,’” said Fredette, who 
upon doing research, agreed.

Fredette also reached out 
to other Barnwell alumni he 
knew from high school, who 
explained to him they were 
having to leave Barnwell or go 
online to find suitable scrubs. 

“It was a need in the neigh-
borhood,” he said. 

The only other compet-
ing locations to purchase 

scrubs are Walmart and Citi 
Trends, each of which carries 

a plethora of other items not 
related to scrubs. 

“I have direct connections 
with my vendors so I can give 
wholesale prices on quality 
products and offer the best 
prices for the best quality,” 
said Fredette. 

Fredette hopes to turn Land 
of Scrubs & Kids Wear into a 
Barnwell staple and ensure 
the community knows they 
can rely on him for their 
work attire. 

“My main goal is to get 
in the community,” said 
Fredette. To do this, he hopes 
to open embroidery and heat 
pressing capabilities to bud-
ding business owners and 
entrepreneurs. 

Fredette currently has the 
needed equipment to embroi-
der or heat press a company’s 
logo onto their clothing of 
choice, and hopes to get the 
service established soon to 
be of use to the community. 

“You come up with your 
idea, and I’ll help you develop 
it and put your brand on cloth-
ing,” said Fredette. 

Fredette also has a sec-
tion for local authors and 
artisans to sell their goods in 
his store that he hopes local 
vendors will take advantage 
of. This effort is to further his 
growing connection with the 
community. 

Aside from scrubs, Fredette 
also sells a plethora of cloth-
ing for younger children from 
sizes 2T to 8T. 

“I bring that boutique 
style to a smaller town, but 
still with great prices,” said 
Fredette, who did not initially 
anticipate selling clothing but 
found it to be taking off.

Fredette finds the support 
from the community has been 
strong in their first month of 
opening, and hopes to con-
tinue this upward momentum 
as he gets to know more of the 
Barnwell community. 

Land of Scrubs & Kids Wear 
is located at 216 Main Street, 
Barnwell. For more informa-
tion call (803) 335-7232 or visit 
Land Of Scrubs & Kids Wear 
on Facebook.

“I want to talk to and meet 
everybody so we can cross 

promote and help build 
Barnwell, because Barnwell is a 

staple in this area.” 
—Steven Fredette, owner of Land of Scrubs on 

Main Street in Barnwell.

Steven Fredette opened Land of Scrubs on Main Street in Barn-

well just over a month ago and hopes to become a staple in the 
community. Photo By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Land of Scrubs offers a selection of not only scrubs but 
also children’s clothing, including Clemson and USC 
apparel.                                                          Contributed Photos

FFAASSTT  CCAASSHH  
ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccaarr!!  

Call us to get your once in a 
lifetime offer before it’s too late! 

HALFORD LAW FIRM 
J. Cameron Halford - Attorney at Law - LLC 

191 Washington Street, Suite 2, Barnwell, South Carolina 29812 

880033--661199--44117777  
Legal Solutions for Business & Life ® 

 

⬧PERSONAL INJURY   
ACCIDENT / INJURY 

⬧FORECLOSURE DEFENSE  
LOSS MITIGATION 

⬧D.U.I. / D.U.S. / JURY TRIALS 
 

⬧ESTATE PLANNING SERVICES 
⬧BUSINESS LAW  

LLC – CORPORATIONS 

BARNWELL ⬧⬧ BAMBERG ⬧⬧ ALLENDALE ⬧⬧AIKEN COUNTIES 

Axis I Center thanks
retiree for service

Clinical Counselor Pam Carter retired from the Axis I Center of Barnwell in 
December 2022. “We would like to thank her for five years of amazing service to 
our agency and the community. You will surely be missed and enjoy your much 
deserved retirement!” said Axis I Center Executive Director Pam Rush.
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than in movies depicting 
clowns creeping in sewers. 

Zieman keeps an eye 
out for clown memorabilia 
in every store she enters 
from antique stores, flea 
markets, thrift stores, and 
even Halloween novelty 
stores. 

“It’s like treasure hunt-
ing, but with clowns,” 
said Zieman, who has 
even painted some clowns 
on canvas for her grand-
mother. 

Now that Joyner’s col-
lection has grown into two 
buildings and reached 
nearly 6,000 clowns, her 
family thinks it could be 
record breaking. 

The Guiness Book of 
World Records is known 
for maintaining world re-
cords for a slew of things 
ranging from the longest 
fingernails to the longest 
domino chain using mat-
tresses, and Joyner hopes 
to be included for the larg-
est collection of clowns. 

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

Questions? Give us a call; we’re here to help! 

 

Daron Owens, Owner 
Licensed | Bonded | Insured 

 

EEvveerryyddaayy,,  
EEmmeerrggeennccyy  
&&  AAllll--SSeeaassoonn  

PPLLUUMMBBIINNGG  
SERVICES: 

Residential Plumbing 
Service Calls 
Water Leaks 

Sewer Jetting & Snaking 
New Construction and 

Remodels 
Install Water Heaters 

Clowns: Barnwell resident seeks world record for clown collection FROM PAGE 1A

Nokomia Joyner (right) 

holds her first clown 
named Peewee. She now 

has more than 5,000 

clowns (below). 

The largest collection 
of clown-related items is 
4,348 and was achieved 
by F.M. Kahn (Germany) 

in Hoogvliet, Netherlands, 
in April 2017, according to 
Guiness World Records.

Aside from clowns, she 
also collects Barbie dolls, 
but Joyner’s collections 
are not the only thing she 
is known for around Barn-
well County.

“People know that she 
collects clowns, but she's 
known for cooking,” said 
Zieman. “Everyone knows 
if Comy cooked it, it’s 
good.” 

Joyner worked on eight-
hour shifts during her 
15-year career at SRS and 
would always cook break-
fast for her coworkers. 

She would cook three 
pans of 30 biscuits, for the 
16 people on her shift, and 
not one of the 90 biscuits 
would be left by the time 
breakfast was over. 

“I always want to make 
things better,” said Joyner. 

A comfort in cooking is 
something that has been 
passed from Joyner to 

Zieman, who revels in 
compliments comparing 
her cooking to that of her 
grandmother’s. However, 
the fate of the thousands 
of clowns are yet to be 
determined. 

“Right now, I’m going 
through radiation treat-
ments. But I can’t leave my 
family, I have to be here to 
fuss at them,” said Joyner 
laughingly. 

Zieman hopes she and 
her family can move 
Joyner’s collection to a 
brick and mortar location 
if deemed a record by the 
Guinness World Records. 
They hope this will serve 
as a spot for tourism and 
give Barnwell County an-
other unique namesake. 

Joyner is always look-
ing to grow her collection 
and with help breaking 
the world record. If you 
have clown memorabilia 
in need of a good home, 
contact Tiffany Zieman at 
tippyfay@gmail.com. 

by dogs running at large. 
Thompson finds this 

position with BPD to be a 
“change of pace” that he is 
looking forward to. 

“ H a v i n g  s o m e o n e 
available to take animal 
calls when needed is a big 
plus,” said Thompson. 

He hopes to “do what 
the community needs as 
far as stray animals, and 
take care of complaints,” 
said Thompson. 

T h o m p s o n  w i l l 
b e  h a n d l i n g  a n i m a l 
complaints as well as 
code enforcement. While 
animal complaint calls 
make up a portion of those 
received by dispatch, the 

total call volume covers a 
variety of matters. 

Thompson’s position 
was created to allow the 
officer to handle both 
animal-related calls and 
any others pertaining to 
code enforcement in the 
city. 

“When i t  comes to 
animal control, we’re 
all on a learning curve,” 
said BPD Chief Lamaz 
Robinson. 

W i t h  T h o m p s o n ’ s 
addition to the BPD, 

comes an effort to create 
a system to track animal-
related offenders. 

“Right now, we don’t 
really have a tracking 
system in place,” said 
Chief Robinson. “We 
have to go by somebody 
digging through all these 
reports.” 

Currently,  the BPD 
has no way of tracking 
habitual offenders whose 
dogs are continually the 
source of complaint calls. 

“With Andrew, we’re 

going to try and establish 
something, even if it's a 
binder in alphabetical 
order, we’re going to have 
to come up with some 
type of tracking system 
so we can better track 
incidents,” said Chief 
Robinson. 

“We need a better way to 
manage these incidents,” 
said Chief Robinson. 

The dogs who attacked 
Hartzog were reported 
to BPD over ten times 
before they were trapped 
after the incident. Current 
city ordinances allow for 
three incidents to occur 
with an animal(s) before 
repercussions are taken on 

the owner. Repercussions 
can happen in the form of 
a citation. 

H o w e v e r ,  c i t y 
ordinances are currently 
b e i n g  r e v i s e d  a f t e r 
Barnwell County Council 
restructured their animal 
control ordinances. 

“We’re trying to get 
remotely close to it so 
there is no confusion 
in the laws,” said Chief 
Robinson. “The city is still 
in the process of redoing 
their animal ordinances.” 

“ We  a r e  w o r k i n g 
on them and will get 
something out within the 
next month or so,” said 
City Administrator Lynn 

McEwen. 
W i t h  u p d a t e d 

o r d i n a n c e s ,  C h i e f 
Robinson and Officer 
Thompson  wi l l  s t i l l 
consider the many other 
factors that consist of 
animal control. 

“When we talk about 
t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e 
circumstances, we can't 
just go get these animals 
wi thout  cons ider ing 
t h e  s h e l t e r  s t a f f , 
shelter conditions, and 
improvement,” said Chief 
Robinson, who hopes all 
aspects of animal control 
improve in years to come. 

Although hiring an 
officer to handle animal 
control will not alleviate 
all of the issues animals 
f a c e  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f 
Barnwell, it demonstrates 
a start. 

Officer: City of Barnwell hires animal control/code enforcement officer FROM PAGE 1A
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“Having someone to take animal calls when needed is a big plus.” 
- Andrew Thompson,

the City of Barnwell's new animal control and code enforcement officer

Stop by 222 Main 
Street, Barnwell, or 
call (803) 259-3501 
to get started with 
a home-delivered 

subscription.
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of providing exceptional veterinary care to pets in Barnwell,  
Allendale, Hampton, Aiken, Bamberg and Orangeburg counties.   

 
 

We also have a private Consultation/Comfort Room. 

SERVICES: 
Preventative Wellness, Geriatric Blood Monitoring,  

Internal Medicine,  General Surgery, Digital Radiography,  
Digital Dental Radiography, Dentistry, Non-invasive Surgical  

Laser, Cold Laser Therapy, Dermatology, and Boarding.  
THE NEWEST ADVANCED TOOLS AND  

PROCEDURES THAT WE OFFER: 
Ultrasonography, Video Flexible Gastroscope, 

Video Rhinoscopy, Video Otoscopy. 

Thank You 
 for your  
support  

and  
trust! 

We look  
forward to  

serving your 
 furry  

family  for  
years to 

come! 

me,” said Sunil.
They didn’t expect to 

stay forever, but they now 
know God placed them 
in the small town for a 
reason. 

“Barnwell is not a little 
town to me anymore; it’s 
my family,” said Sunil. “I 
feel I’m no longer just a 
good citizen but am now 
Barnwell’s son.”

That ’s  because  the 
Barnwell community has 
been a surrogate family 
to Sunil, who lost both of 
his parents about 15 years 
ago. Never making them 
feel like outsiders, Barn-
well embraced the entire 
family, which was only 
solidified during Sunil’s 
recent health scare. 

“We are blessed to be 
surrounded with such 
loving people and a great 
community! What better 
place to live and serve,” 
said Supreethi. 

Sunil was raised to help 
other people. He’s some-
one who many people 
seek out for work, advice, 
or help. This experience 
reversed that role as he 
was now the one in need. 

“This has humbled me 
as a person,” he said. 

DON’T WORRY

After he regained con-
sciousness at the hospital, 
his first question was if he 
could go home. He knew 
his employees, family, 
and others were depend-
ing on him. 

“My responsibi l i ty 
kicked in as husband, fa-
ther, and boss to my em-
ployees,” said Sunil. 

But he had no reason to 
worry because everyone 
stepped up in his absence.

“You’ve got to trust 
God to take care of things. 
Never doubt it, just do it,” 
he said. 

The restaurant was only 
closed the day after the 
accident. The employees 
stepped up by taking on 

extra roles in the absence 
of Sunil and his family, 
who all help out. 

“I’m very proud of the 
staff. They made sure 
there was no deficit,” said 
Sunil.

Mike and Amy Patel, 
the owners of the Winton 
Inn and Sunil’s partners 
in the restaurant, also 
came from Charleston 
to help out while Sunil 
was out. Several other 
people also volunteered 
to work, if needed, to 
help ensure the restaurant 
stayed open. 

Supreethi also stepped 
up as Sunil’s caregiver. 
The two have been mar-
ried for 16 years but have 
known each other since 
first grade. 

“Most of time I’ve been 
the man of the house tak-
ing care of everything. 
But the last few weeks she 
took care of everything for 
me,” said Sunil of his life-
time friend and partner. 

During his time in the 
hospital,  someone at-
tempted to steal items 
from his house, but they 
were not successful. The 
family thanks the Barn-
well Police Department 
for their quick response. 

Several pipes burst at 
their house and also at the 
hotel during the freezing 
weather a couple weeks 
ago. However, his neigh-
bors helped fix the pipe 
at his house while a com-
munity member helped 
with the hotel. 

“I want Jesus Christ’s 
name, Barnwell County, 
and the people in the com-
munity who helped me to 
get the glory,” said Sunil.  

He’s also grateful to 
every person who prayed 
for him. Sunil, who is a 
Christian, attends First 
Baptist Church of Barn-
well,  which fervently 
prayed for his healing and 
was there for his family. 

However, he’s heard from 
many other churches who 
said they were praying 
for him. 

WALKING MIRACLE

Sunil and his family 
know his medical issues 
could have been much 
worse, but they saw God’s 
providence every step of 
the way. 

Though he can’t re-
member exactly what he 
was doing at the time of 
the fall, Sunil thinks he 
was climbing a ladder to 
inspect something on his 
two-story house. He be-
lieves the ladder slipped, 
causing him to hit his 
head on the concrete. 
He was able to go inside 
where he laid down on 
the couch. His family 
soon found him bleeding 
and called 911.  

“God not only saved 
him during the fall but 
also made him get up 
and come inside, which 

is another miracle,” said 
Supreethi. 

Supreethi said she will 
always be grateful to ev-
eryone who reached out, 
especially Rebecca Jones 
who left her job and fol-
lowed Supreethi to the 
hospital plus Rev. Bart 
Kelley for staying with 
her until Sunil was air-
lifted and then following 
her to the hospital.

Sunil arrived at the hos-
pital with severe head 
trauma. Doctors moni-
tored him closely, worry-
ing about brain clots and 
bleeding. 

“The medical team’s 
job was to take care of my 
health, but they also made 
sure they were available 
to my family,” said Sunil, 
who thanks all the medi-
cal team. 

Showing gradual im-
provement day after day, 
he eventually moved out 
of the ICU into a private 

room. The neurologist 
released him from his ser-
vices on Dec. 15 after a CT 
scan showed everything 
to be stable. He held long 
conversations with visi-
tors Dec. 18. 

He is now healing at 
home as he works to get 
back to normal. 

On Dec. 29, Sunil re-
turned to Augusta for 
three back-to-back check-
ups. A hearing test re-
vealed there was no hear-
ing loss while a visit with 
the neurologist showed 
progress. Another special-
ist evaluated his facial pa-
ralysis and tests showed 
significant improvement. 
Now only three of his 
six nodes are impacted, 
whereas all six were im-
pacted when he arrived 
at the hospital. 

“I have no control over 
the right side of my face, 
but it is better,” he said. 

He’s grateful blood-

work showed no issues or 
infections. He goes back 
in a few months for an-
other follow-up and plans 
to take physical therapy.

“Our God is awesome! 
I have witnessed God 
working in Sunil’s life 
physically, spiritually and 
emotionally. He changed 
him for an even better per-
son. God is still in miracle 
working business,” said 
Supreethi. 

They now see the rain-
bow after the storm. 

BACK TO BUSINESS

As his body continues 
to heal, Sunil is taking is 
easy as he returns to work 
to guide his team. 

One task that was im-
portant to him was honor-
ing his commitment to the 
Cascades paper plant to 
host a catered meal for 85 
employees on Christmas 
Day. The company want-
ed to show appreciation 
to employees who had to 
work on the holiday, and 
Sunil was not about to 
let them down. The meal 
went on as planned.  

Even from his hospital 
bed, Sunil was sharing 
plans about enlarging the 
restaurant and motel. Su-
preethi suggested he get 
well first before he plans 
anything else. 

Though Sunil is a busi-
ness owner, he said God 
is the owner of his life. 
“Whatever I have is His - 
physically, mentally, and 
financially,” he said.  

“All praises to God 
alone who confirmed with 
me that He has plans for 
Sunil and He was not done 
yet with Sunil. Whatever 
has happened, it was not 
meant to harm him but 
give him hope and fu-
ture,” said Supreethi, ref-
erencing Jeremiah 29:11.

That future includes 
Barnwell’s newest son 
working to better his com-
munity.  

Grateful: Business owner embraced by community after serious fall FROM PAGE 1A

Sunil Tch and his family are grateful to God and the community for their help and love 

after his recent fall sent him to the hospital. He's shown with daughter Sarah, son Sam, 
and wife Supreethi on New Year's Day. 
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Barnwell competes in Rumble on the River
wrestling tournament

B
arnwell wrestling has 
returned to the mats 
after a three-year ab-

sence. Coach William Barnes 
and assistant coach Rob Roth 
have restarted the program 
and have a squad that is hit-
ting the mats hard and are 
ready to compete.

The Warhorses traveled to 
North Augusta to compete 
in the Rumble on the River 
tournament December 20-21. 
Barnwell was represented 
by Peyton Wood 106 lbs., 
Josh Carillo 152, Kaleb Wil-
son 170, Lakota Scott 195, 
Zah’Narie Garrett 285, and 
Tagan Youngblood 285.

Josh Car i l lo star ted the 
tournament off right for Barn-
well, recording a pin just one 
minute into his match against 
a wrestler from New Hamp-
stead High School. Lakota 
Scott also found an early win 
by pinning a wrestler from 
Dutch Fork High School one 
minute and 23 seconds into 
their match. Lakota lost a 
close battle on points 10-8, 
but won three straight match-
es defeating Aiken (F 1:00), 
North Augusta (F 1:00) and 
A.C. Flora (F 5:54) to advance 
to the finals of the consolation 
bracket.

Barnwell coach Wil l iam 
Barnes described the amaz-
ing victory Lakota recorded 
to advance to the consola-
tion finals. “The A.C. Flora 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Thursday, Jan. 5
• JDA at Charleston 

Collegiate - 6 p.m.
• Barnwell at Aiken -  

6 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 6
• Blackville-Hilda at 

Wagener-Salley -  
6:30 p.m.

• Denmark-Olar at 
Williston-Elko - 6 p.m.

• Dorchester Academy 
at JDA - 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 10
• Edisto at Barnwell -  

6 p.m.
• Blackville-Hilda at 

Denmark-Olar -  
6:30 p.m.

• Wagener-Salley at 
Williston-Elko - 6 p.m.

• JDA at Community 
Christian - 5 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL 

SCHEDULE
(Boys & Girls)

Barnwell’s Lakota Scott (far right) earned a 4th place medal at the Rumble on the River tournament 

in North Augusta. Photo by William Barnes

match-up was crazy because 
Lakota and the other g uy 
were going back and forth. 
He would take Lakota down, 
then Lakota would escape, get 
him down and they were both 
neck-in-neck. At the end Flora 
was able to get some back 
points that put them away and 
separated the score to where 
Lakota needed a pin to win. 
The crazy part was the last 
seven seconds when Flora was 
in position and Lakota some-
how moved his head out and 
found himself in a great half 
pinning combo and squeezed 
for dear life to pin the guy 
with three seconds left on the 
clock to win and advance to 
the consolation finals.”

Lakota would lose against 
Airport but earned a fourth-
place medal. Lakota’s record 
was 4-2 and Josh’s was 1-2. 
This was Peyton and Tagan’s 
first live wrestling match. 

Barnwell will travel to Ed-
isto this Friday, January 6 and 
then to Pelion on Tuesday, 
January 10. Good luck to the 
Warhorse wrestling team!

WRESTLING
SCHEDULE

Friday, Jan. 6
• Barnwell at Edisto -  

5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 10
• Barnwell at Pelion -  

6:30 p.m.

Blackville-Hilda, Williston-Elko 
collaborate for new wrestling team
Story Contributed: BCCSD

Photos Courtesy: James Kelly 

W
it h t he c reat ion 
of  t he Bar nwel l 
County Consoli-

dated School District, there 
has also been many changes 
to the student activities and 
sports that are now avail-
able for students to partici-
pate in, one of these being a 
brand-new wrestling team 
that is a collaborat ion be-
tween Blackville-Hilda and 
Williston-Elko. 

According to Coach James 
Kelly, who is also a social 
st udies teacher at WEMS, 
what brought about the team 
was the consolidation itself. 

“It gave us the numbers 
and funding needed to get 
a wrestling program off the 
ground,” Kelly said. “Coach 
Mason, Coach Lipsey, and Dr. 
Shaw have all been amazing 
and extremely receptive to the 
idea of a wrestling team being 
brought into reality.” 

Kelly has enough students 
for both a varsit y and JV 
t ea m.  E ig ht e e n  s t ude nt s 
have formed the ranks of the 
 BCCSD wrestling team. With 
the exception of one student, 
every member on the wres-
tling team is new to the sport. 

“It ’s made the transit ion 
into the sport that much more 
surreal,” Kelly said. “A first-
year program all around, to 
be able to grow together with 
new athletes ready to learn 

and grow with the program.” 
Indeed, students coming to 

the sport are having to grow 
and adapt, as wrestling is a 
unique school sport. 

“Wrestling heavily relies 
on the individual athlete and 
their ability to adapt and per-
form under pressure, without 
a team to aid them,” Kelly 
pointed out. However, he is 
encouraged by the prowess 
displayed by h is team. “I 
have witnessed tremendous 
growth in the team as a whole 
from day one to now and they 
will continue to grow as the 
season continues on.” 

Kelly is optimistic about 
the competit ions his team 
will face. 

Their first official scrim-
mage was against Wagener-
Salley High School and C.A. 
Joh nson.  T he team “com-
pletely beat Wagener-Salley 
across the board in various 
weight classes” and won a few 
matches against C.A. Johnson. 
The BCCSD wrestling team 
had back-to-back matches on 
January 3 (after press time) 
with Aiken High/Bamberg/
A.C. Flora at Aiken High at 6 
p.m. On January 4, they will 
have matches against South 
Aiken/North Augusta/Brook-
land Cayce at South Aiken at 6 
p.m. Kelly is adamant that his 
team will “…be ready for the 
challenge.” 

For the coach and middle 
school teacher, he is excit-
ed to be part of this piece 
of BCCSD’s history. “I have 

 always been passionate about 
wrestling,” Kelly said. “Since 
I myself was on a wrestling 
team at school and even after 
middle and high school and 
in combatives in the Army…
It’s been a great experience 

and opportunity to start this 
program up and I’m looking 
forward to the years to come. 
Next year we will be look-
ing to host home matches as 
well at Blackville-Hilda High 
School.” 

The Barnwell County Consolidated School District’s wrestling team had a great day at Greenwood Christian School during a mock 

scrimmage. The two schools (Williston & Blackville) partnered together to have a group practice and hone their skills for the upcoming 

wrestling season. 
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Barnwell Coach Dwayne Garrick- “Jaden James 
does more for this football team than people 

realize. He is a workhorse who rarely comes off 
the field. His value to both sides of the ball is 

immeasurable. He will be playing in the Border 
Bowl. He is wide open at practice and demands a 

lot from his teammates.”

GA/SC Border Bowl X PlAyer SPotliGht
Jaden James, Barnwell TE/LB

ACHIEVEMENTS:

* Versatile
2-way player
 

* Big Playmaker
 

* 2nd on team 
in tackles

(Editor’s Note: We will feature a different Georgia/SC Border Bowl area 
player each week.)

Help the elves sort their laundry! Draw a line from each item
of laundry to the correct basket.

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that start with the same

sound as the letter
E in elf.

Point to the number 3
in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large

enough, have your
child trace the

number.

Draw three baskets – the
Sports Basket, the People

Basket, and the Toy
Basket. Have your child

look through the
newspaper and find

pictures for each of the
three imaginary baskets.
Then, try three new themes

and search again.

Count the pictures on one
page of the newspaper.
Count the pictures on
another page of the

newspaper. Write the
numbers on another sheet

of paper as an addition
problem. Count how many

pictures in all.

The pages of the
newspaper can take

you and your child on a
pretend gift shopping trip.

Look through the
newspaper and pick out
a pretend gift for your

child’s loved ones.

Find some objects in your
house and wrap them in

newspaper. Ask your
child to figure out what is

inside by feeling the
package. Ask what

clues your child used.
Unwrapping solves the

mystery!

Cut out lots of examples
of upper and lower case

Es.  Have your child
glue these to a blank
piece of paper. Then

find pictures of
elbows. Glue these
onto the piece of

paper.

Mystery WrapHoliday ShoppingE is for ElbowIt All Adds UpSort the NewsMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your
child’s words in the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older
children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

E is for Elf

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase letter
E. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many             ?

How many          ?

How many          ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

e is for elf

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter E makes in
the word elf?

Three little kittens,
They washed their mittens,
And hung them out to dry.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Vol. 22  No. 5               © 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor             Jeff Schinkel, Designer/Illustrator

Barnwell High’s Clay Pender and the South Carolina team defeated North 

Carolina 27-24 in the Carolina Bowl All-Star Game on Saturday, Dec. 31, 2022 

in Gastonia, N.C.
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Standards Link: 
Number Sense: 
Students know 

rules of divisibility.

Search through 
the newspaper 
for the following 
numbers:

• Numbers 
 divisible by 2

• Numbers 
 divisible by 3

• Numbers 
 divisible by 5

Look at the two weather puzzles. Which town is most likely to have stormy weather? Use the cold front and 
warm front symbols to help you predict.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students 
understand how to read a weather map.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Students compute sums and 
differences, order numbers from least to greatest.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students understand that weather can be observed and predicted; different conditions affect different results.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 5

Crazy 
Weather
What would you do if it 

started raining cats and dogs?

The noun prediction is a 
statement that something 

might happen in the future.

PREDICTION

Try to use the word 
prediction in a sentence 
today when talking with 
your friends and family.

The weatherman made a 
prediction that it would 

rain today.

This week’s word:

Chill out while you find the two identical snowmen.

Standards Link: Visual discrimination.

ANSWER: Freeze a Jolly Good Fellow.

Weather Watchers

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know the effects of changes in the weather.

Look through the newspaper for three people 
and/or companies who need to watch the weather 
to make decisions. For example, outdoor games 
can be canceled if the weather is bad. Tell how 
the weather can affect each of the weather 
watchers you selected.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

WEATHER

FRONTS

SYMBOLS

CONDENSES

STORMS

SNOWMEN

WARM

WATCH

MOISTURE

CHILL

COLD

MASS

LAST

LONG

PREDICT

E

S

T

O

R

M

S

N

W

R

N

L

M

C

W

P

E

T

U

O

A

O

A

T

A

M

S

T

S

L

R

B

T

M

W

A

S

D

M

L

H

M

L

O

L

I

C

O

E

D

O

Y

N

L

O

F

R

O

N

T

S

S

I

M

R

F

G

W

A

T

C

H

S

E

S

N

E

D

N

O

C

P

R

E

D

I

C

T

N

S

I’m puzzled, 
Dr. Cicle. 

What are cold 
fronts and 

warm fronts?

Here’s how 
meteorologists 

show a cold 
front on a map.

The cold front 
looks like icicles 

on a string!

This is how 
they show 

a warm 
front.

Good question, Paula! Cold 
fronts and warm fronts are 

something meteorologists— 
scientists who study the 

weather—watch to make 
predictions about the weather.

Oh no! A cold wind 
blew my display about 
weather fronts all apart! 

Luckily, I numbered each 
sentence. Do the math 
problem on each piece. 
Then use the answers to 

put the sentences in order 
from the smallest number 

to the largest.

You choose one snowman. A family 
member chooses the other. Who can race 

through their maze to reach the scarf first?

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 


