
Celebrate Christmas with 
Maurice Austin and the City of 
Barnwell community on Decem-
ber 17, 2022 from 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at Ned Branch Missionary 
Baptist Church at the third an-
nual toy giveaway. 

“I cannot do without all the 
supporters,” said Austin, who 
thanks those who have donated 
toys, money, and their time to 
creating a magical Christmas for 
Barnwell’s youth. 

Aside from toys, there will be 
free food such as pizza, hot dogs, 
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Felon elected to 
Allendale Co. school 

board, entangling 
return to local control

S
tate Education Super-
intendent Molly Spear-
man will not return 

control of Allendale County 
schools as planned after voters 
elected a convicted felon to the 
district’s board, leaving her 
successor to determine when 
to turn over the reins. 

The disqualification of for-
mer longtime Allendale town 
Administrator DeWayne En-
nis Jr., who pleaded guilty 
in 2019 to federal charges of 
stealing taxpayers’ money, 
created a second vacancy on 
the five-member school board. 
Legally, he should not have 
been on the ballot.

Spearman, who took over 
control of the long-troubled 
district in 2017, said local au-
thority can’t resume in such a 
leadership vacuum. 

“This is an unfortunate situ-
ation,” she told The Post and 
Courier. “Strong school boards 
are key to the foundations of 
good district leadership and 
we can’t return control with 
two vacant seats. That would 
not be in the best interest of the 
district or its students.”

E n n i s , 
w h o  d e -
c l i n e d  t o 
c o m m e n t , 
w o n  t h e 
s c h o o l 
board seat 
w i t h o u t 
o p p o s i -
t ion Nov. 
8 with just 
142  vo tes 
despite being legally unable 
to run for any public office in 
South Carolina. That’s because 
the state constitution bans 
convicted felons from seeking 
election within 15 years of com-
pleting their sentence.

All candidates must fill out 
a form for nonpartisan races, 
such as school boards, must 

Harrison's Travels 

opens storefront in 

downtown Blackville,

Business, A3Business, A3

Toy giveaway set for Dec. 17

ABOVE: Scott Anderson, dressed as 

a reindeer, greets children after they 

had their photos taken with Santa at 

the Town of Williston's Christmas tree 

lighting on Dec. 10. 

AT LEFT: Santa high-fives a child at the 

toy giveaway held in the Blackville 

Community Center on Dec. 10 following 

the Christmas parade and tree lighting. 

Find more photos from Blackville and 

Williston Christmas events on pages 

A9-12.

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Christmas 
high-five

Seanna Adcox & 
Avery G. Wilks
The Post & Courier

“Strong school boards 
are key to the foundations 
of good district leadership 
and we can't return control 
with two vacant seats.” 
- Molly Spearman, 

on postponing the 

handover of control 

back to the board
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Barnwell's Tyler Smith 

plays in North-South 

All-Star game,
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Red Oak Fire Dept. faces heat from county

The Red Oak Fire Depart-
ment will now be a temporary 
substation of the Snelling Fire 
Department after the depart-
ment was stopped from run-
ning calls altogether due to 
none of Red Oak's 12 members 
being fully certified to fight 
fires.

“The more he digs ,  the 

worse it gets,” said Barnwell 
County Fire Coordinator Wes-
ley Gatlin at the December 5 
Health and Safety meeting. 
Gatlin was speaking of Red 
Oak Fire Dept. interim chief 
Henry Smith’s task of looking 
into department records. 

Interim Chief Smith was 
elected to the position on No-
vember 16, 2022, nearly a year 
after the late Chief Joe Gaines 
passed away in December 2021. 

For nearly a year the Red 
Oak Fire Department has been 

in limbo without a chief, but 
county officials discovered the 
misappropriations of funds 
and lack of qualified volun-
teers has been going on for 
much longer. 

The People-Sentinel reached 
out to the Gaines family, who 
had been at the helm of the 
department since the passing 
of their chief and patriarch. 
Alicia Gaines, daughter of the 
late Chief Gaines, declined to 
comment on behalf of her fam-
ily and the department. 

Upon Interim Chief Smith’s 
acceptance of the position, he 
began looking through the de-
partment's records alongside 
Gatlin per county request. 

Once the areas in need of 
restructuring were identified, 
Barnwell County Adminis-
trator Tim Bennett compiled 
a letter to the Red Oak de-
partment on November 22 
detailing the issues that have 
been brought to the attention 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

See DEPARTMENT, 2A

The People-Sentinel is expand-
ing its coverage thanks to a 
grant from Report for America 
(RFA). 

RFA is a non-profit organiza-
tion that seeks to place skilled 
journalists in underserved 
and unserved communities 
throughout the country. The 
People-Sentinel is one of nearly 
30 new host newsroom part-
ners selected by RFA for 2023. 

“Far too many Americans 
desperately need reliable, fact-
based information to make 
decisions about their daily 
lives, and a growing number 
of local newsrooms are turning 
to us for support,” said Kim Kl-
eman, senior vice president of 

Grant helps newspaper 
expand coverage into 

Allendale County
Staff Reports

The People-Sentinel
www.thepeoplesentinel.com

Some of the toys Ned Branch Missionary Baptist Church purchased 

for Maurice's Toy Giveaway on Dec. 17.

Jonathan Vickery / 

Publisher

See TOYS, 8ASee GRANT, 7A Contributed Photo

DeWayne Ennis Jr.
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The Barnwell County 
Animal Shelter (BCAS) 
and the Tractor Supply 
team brought the first 
Tractor Santa event to 
the Barnwell location 
in conjunction with an 
adoption event. 

Two dogs at the adop-
tion event will be leav-
ing the shelter to their 
fur-ever homes out of 
ten total. 

Over 60 families 
showed up for free 
Christmas photos by 
RAY Photography with 
Barnwell’s Santa Claus, 
Rick Holcombe. Brittin 
Ray of RAY Photography 
donated a portion of her 
tip jar to the shelter. 

Instead of a sleigh, 
Santa sat against a trac-
tor brought by Bill Ab-
shire. Abshire is the 
husband of Tractor Sup-
ply employee, Luana 
Abshire, who has con-
tinually worked with 
the shelter for various 
events and fundraisers. 

Oakley Family Farm 
of Barnwell brought 
homemade soaps and 
lotions to the event and 

many local businesses 
donated their products 
as a part of the raffle gift 
baskets. 

Like previous adop-
tion events, Barnwell 
County Career Center 
FFA students were read-
ily available to walk and 

play with the dogs pa-
tiently awaiting their 
fur-ever home. 

Two dogs find fur-ever homes at adoption event

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter Tractor  Supply  employee 

Luana Abshire poses with her 

pup, Otis. 

Department: County discovers misappropriated funds, uncertified firefighters FROM PAGE 1A

Alexandra Whitbeck
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City of Barnwell 
Clean Up Committee 

Thanks for your help! 

! 
KEEP OUR: 

 

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell 
HOLIDAY HOURS: 

Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

 

 

of county officials and 
routes to resolve them. 

Following this letter, 
the Health and Safe-
ty Committees met on 
Monday, December 5 
where they made a mo-
tion for Gatlin to speak 
with the Red Oak Dept. 
to gauge their feelings 
on what station to fall 
under. 

“If we make them a 
substation of another de-
partment, then they can 
still respond and help 
but will be supervised by 
another fire chief,” said 
Gatlin at the committee 
meeting. “It gives them 
a chance to stay active.” 

This  i s  the  of f ic ia l 
wording of the motion 
according to Bennett: 
“Ask the Red Oak Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
which volunteer fire de-
partment it would like to 
be temporarily assigned 
to as a substation; the 
decision would be pro-
vided to the county ad-
ministrator who would 
then notify members of 
the county Health-Safety 
Committees.”

The Health and Safety 
Committees ,  consist-
ing of Gatlin, Bennett, 
Emergency Management 
Director Roger Riley, 
county councilmembers 

Don Harper and Jerry 
Creech, felt it necessary 
Red Oak firefighters be a 
part of this decision.

On Dec. 6, Gatlin met 
with the Red Oak depart-
ment who decided to fall 
under the Snelling Fire 
Department. 

Certifications
“With the classes they 

have to take, it’s going 
to be at least a year or 
longer to get them where 
they need to be,” said 
Gatlin. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  G a t -
lin, only one member 
has Emergency Vehicle 
Driver Training (EVDT), 
which certifies volun-
teers to drive emergency 
vehicles. Zero members 
have Pump Operations 
cer t i f i ca t ions ,  which 
is required to operate 
pumps on the fire trucks, 
and only one member is 
certified as FireFighter 
1, which is required for 
interior firefighting op-
erations. 

One member passed 
the  1121 -  Bas i c  F i re 
Fighting class two de-
cades ago which was 
previously required for 
interior firefighting. This 
certification became out-
dated around 2002, and 
is no longer recognized 
for interior operations, 

according to Gatlin. 
This means many of 

the Red Oak volunteer 
firefighters are not cer-
tified to enter burning 
buildings, but now can 
spray water from the 
outside of the premises 
under supervision of the 
Snelling chief. 

An uncertified volun-
teer firefighter entering 
a burning structure is a 
liability on the county 
and places the individual 
at risk. 

At  t h e  c o m m i t t e e 
meeting, Gatlin said he 
will look into what is 
specifically needed to get 
Red Oak volunteers fully 
certified. 

All but one of the Red 
Oak volunteers need to 
take the FireFighter I cer-
tification, which allows 
them to enter burning 
structures.  However, 
prerequisite courses are 
needed before they can 
take this course. 

Unauthorized Paying 
of Volunteers 

According to the Nov. 
22 letter sent to the fire 
department, county fi-
nancial records reflect 
the unauthorized pay-
ment of Red Oak volun-
teer firefighters using 
county funds. 

“County Council has 

not approved such pay-
ments. We would ap-
preciate you ensuring 
this practice of paying 
volunteer firefighters 
ceases,” states the let-
ter sent to Interim Chief 
Smith signed by Bennett. 

Due to this misappro-
priation of funds, Ben-
nett proposed he contact 
McGregor & Company 
to perform an audit on 
the fire department’s 
finances. 

Unlicensed Operations
In the letter sent by the 

county to Interim Chief 
Smith, it details informa-
tion that has come the 
county’s way regarding 
the unlicensed operation 
of firetrucks, outside the 
lack of certifications. 

While volunteer fire-
fighters must be certified 
to drive an emergency 
vehicle such as a fire 
truck, they must also 
have their South Caroli-
na State driver’s license. 

The county was in-
formed two Red Oak Fire 
Department members 
are driving firefight-
ing vehicles without a 
driver’s license. 

“This is a major liabil-
ity issue that impacts 
the county, the fire de-
partment, and the two 
firefighters,” states the 

Nov. 22 letter. 
The letter continues 

to request Interim Chief 
Smith to “establish a 
practice of confirming 
each firefighter,  who 
drives firefighting ve-
hicles,  has a driver’s 
license and documenting 
such confirmation for 
your files and the files 
of the county fire coor-
dinator.” 

Bylaws
Both in the commit-

tee meeting and in the 
Nov. 22 letter, the lack 
of bylaws at the Red Oak 
Fire Department were 
discussed. 

“ O u r  i n f o r m a t i o n 
shows no bylaws exist 
for the Red Oak Volun-
teer Fire Department. 
To our knowledge, Red 
Oak is the only volunteer 
fire department in the 
county without bylaws,” 
stated the county letter. 

Gatlin plans to work 
with the Red Oak volun-
teers and interim chief to 
establish bylaws for the 
department. 

County Council Chair-
man Harold Buckmon 
plans to expedite the 
process of electing a fire 
chief alongside county 
council members. 

Gatlin sent a letter to 
dispatch at the Barnwell 

County Sheriff’s Office 
detailing what depart-
ments will be covering 
the Red Oak area in the 
meantime: first respond-
er calls will go to Barn-
well Rural, brush fire, 
vehicle fire, and wrecks 
will go to Barnwell Ru-
ral and Snelling, and 
structure fires will go to 
Barnwell Rural, Snelling, 
and Hilda. 

Emergency vehicles 
at the Red Oak depart-
ment will remain there 
and access will be given 
to Snelling fire officials. 

At the Dec. 5 meeting, 
Councilman Don Harper 
broached the idea of look-
ing into other local fire 
departments; “It might 
be worth looking into just 
for the liability aspect,” 
Harper said. “We don’t 
want anyone hurt.” 

Also discussed at the 
committee meeting was 
the joining of the Health 
and the Safety commit-
tees ,  who have been 
meeting together but are 
still officially two sepa-
rate committees. Starting 
on January 1, 2023, the 
Health and Safety com-
mittees will join into one. 

For more information 
on state fire regulations, 
visit https://statefire.llr.
sc.gov/. 

Guests eagerly waited in line to tell Barnwell's Santa, 

Rick Holcombe, their Christmas wishes. 

Four-legged friends and their families pose with Santa at 

the Barnwell County Animal Shelter Adoption event held 
at Tractor Supply on December 10. 

AT RIGHT: Volunteer Kaylynn 

Couch introduces excited 

children and an excited dog 

at the adoption event. 
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Business

I
f you’re looking to 
travel to a vacation 
destination, start at 

the corner of Main Street 
and Solomon Blatt Av-
enue in Blackville. 

Founded in 2016 by 
Shawnta Harrison, Har-
rison’s Travels opened a 
downtown storefront to 
fulfill the vacation, con-
ference, and event plan-
ning needs of residents 
in Barnwell County. 

Travel is something 
Harrison herself grew 
a passion for through 
experience; not having 
received her first inter-
national stamp until she 
was 28 years old. She 
hopes to do the same for 
others interested in in-
ternational experiences. 

Harrison began oper-

ating her business from 
her Blackvil le  home. 
When she saw the op-
portunity to expand, 
she took it for two major 
reasons. 

“I have two nieces who 
are 10 years old, and 
they have watched me 
work from home for a 
very long time, and they 
mimic what I do,” said 
Harrison. 

“I wanted them to see 
that as an entrepreneur, 
you don't have to be lim-
ited to just your home. I 
wanted to be an example 
for them. I wanted them 
to see that if you go off to 
college, if you start your 
own business, you can 
actually have your own 
office building in Black-
ville if you so choose,” 
said Harrison. 

Another reason Har-
rison decided to have a 
physical location for her 
business was exponen-

tial growth. 
“The other part is the 

growth. My business has 
literally tripled since the 
pandemic, and I want-
ed to be able to have 
different travel related 
events,” said Harrison. 

In March,  Harrison 
took 600 people to Mex-
ico; 95 percent of which 
had never been on a 
plane before. However, 
the trip went smoothly 
with Harrison’s guid-
ance. Harrison also took 
groups to South Africa 
in May and Egypt last 
December. 

“We are super excited 
to have Harrison's Trav-
els in Blackville,” said 
Bob Snead, director of 
the Palmetto Innovation 
Center, soon to be presi-
dent/CEO of the South-
ern Palmetto Chamber 
of Commerce, and newly 
establ ished Southern 
Palmetto Foundation. 

“It gives us another 
incredible small business 
to show to the world that 
Barnwell County and 
Blackville are incredible 
places to live and do 
work and have a busi-
ness,” said Snead. 

The  t iming  of  th is 
expansion comes dur-
ing the push to develop 
downtown made by the 
Blackville Downtown 
Development Associa-
tion and the Town of 
Blackville. 

“As a senior council 
member, I've been tasked 
with helping to revitalize 
the downtown area. To 
see this [business] come 
to surface, it gives us a 
lot of hope,” said Town 
of Blackville councilman 

and Blackville Downtown 
Development Association 
member Kelvin Isaac. 

Isaac finds a travel 
agency opening in Black-
ville to be refreshing and 
a glimpse into the past, 
as Blackville was once a 
pitstop for vacationers in 
the heyday of the Sham-
rock Hotel. 

“ T h i s  wa s  a  p l a c e 
where  people  would 
stay here overnight and 
then journey on to some 
other place,” said Isaac. 
“Back then, Blackville 
was booming. It gives 
us a lot of hope to say 
that this could happen 
again.”

Gwendolyn Littlejohn 
of the Blackville Down-
town Development As-

sociation finds Harri-
son’s business to be “a 
great improvement for 
the town,” said Little-
john. 

“We want to make it a 
tourism center and when 
they see someone trying 
to improve the town, 
maybe someone else will 
follow and do the same,” 
said Littlejohn. 

Aside from paving the 
way for an idyllic vaca-
tion, Harrison hopes to 
be a part of the effort 
to revamp downtown 
Blackville. 

“I want to be able to in-
vite other travel partners 
here to Blackville so ev-
erybody will know where 
Blackville is and that we 
have great things going 
on here,” said Harrison. 
“I've spoken to Mayor 
Ronnie Pernell numerous 
times about his vision, 
and our visions align 
with each other, so I'm 
excited to help expand 
Blackville.”

Harrison Travels is not 
just a full service travel 
agency, but also handles 
conference and event 
planning needs as well 
as on-site event coordi-
nation to “ensure every-
thing goes according to 
plan and any unforeseen 
circumstances are re-
solved quickly and pro-
fessionally,” states Har-
rison’s Travel’s website. 

Like her business, Har-
rison herself is multifac-
eted in the services she 
offers. 

“I'm the co-founder of 
an organization called 
The Association of Black 
Travel Professionals, and 
we basically train Black 
and Brown travel pro-
fessionals on the correct 
way to do business,” said 
Harrison. 

The Associat ion of 
Black Travel Profession-
als holds an annual con-
ference– this year it is in 
Las Vegas and expects 
about 100 travel agents 
to be in attendance. 

Harrison also start-
ed the Passport Project 
which is “a non-prof-
it  organization that 's 
geared towards helping 
young adults from this 
area experience inter-
national travel,” said 
Harrison. 

To date, Harrison has 
helped at least 450 indi-
viduals obtain passports 
in the last three years. 

Her husband, Black-
ville Town Councilman 
Alan Harr ison,  fee ls 
doubly proud of both 
his wife, and the Town 
of Blackville for bringing 
in a new business. 

Harrison’s Travels is 
now open in Blackville. 
For more information on 
Harrison Travels, visit 
www.harrisonstravelsc.
com or 533 Main Street, 
Blackville, S.C. 29817. 

Harrison’s Travels opens storefront in Blackville 

Members of the Blackville Downtown Development Association, officials from the Town of Blackville, directors from the Southern Palmetto Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and Palmetto Innovation Center, and proud community members celebrate with Shawnta Harrison and her family at the grand opening of Harrison's Travels in Blackville. 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Thank You 
Words cannot express our gratitude to each of you for  

participating in the Love Lights for 2022 this year.  
Your participation helps us provide for the Barnwell  

County Nursing Home Residents Fund, Home Delivered 
Meals by GU of Barnwell County and the Rotary Club’s 

Coins for Alzheimer’s Research Trust.  

Belva B. Bailey 
Bernice G. Ray 

Bill & Doris Black 
Butch Hehle 

Charles Williams 
Claudia Peeples 

Cotty & Lucille Hehle 
Debra Hutto 

Earl & Ann Wooten 
Etta Holland Mixon 

Greg C. Still 
Helen W. Drayton 
Jane O. Bradley 
Jessie Reynolds 

Joan Smith 
Jody Kearse 
Joe Smith 

Joey Morris 
 

Love Lights 2022 

 

Julie Ward Arbogast Polson 
Katheryn McCormick 

Laverna Still 
Lessie M. Lee 
Mary Hutson 
Nadine Purvis 

NiAisya S. Greene 
Parker Morris 

Phyllis Chappell 
Ray & Juanita Youmans 

Raymond Folk 
Rev. & Mrs. Ed Traxler 

Rev. Alfred Still 
Roy & Lillie Howard 

Sandra Smith 
Scott & Francina Mitchum 

Sharon Thyrion 
Shirley Davis 

 

Sponsored By: 

  

If you think you can’t afford service, think again. You could qualify for a 

discount on your service through a low-income telephone assistance program 

called Lifeline Assistance. Lifeline Assistance credits reduce monthly service 

charges.

Who’s Eligible?

If you have a household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal 

Poverty Guidelines or if you participate in one of the following programs,  

you may be eligible to participate:

 • Medicaid

 • Food Stamps (Supplemental Nutrition  

  Assistance Program (SNAP))

 • Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)

 • Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

 • Veteran’s Pension and Survivor’s Pension Benefits

To apply for Lifeline, you must apply to the Lifeline National Verifier at www.

checklifeline.org. You may also print an application from that website. If you 

have questions about applying, to check eligibility or to request an application, 

visit www.checklifeline.org or call the National Verifier at 1-800-234-9473.

If you qualify for Lifeline, you may also be eligible for the FCC’s new low-

income internet assistance program called Affordable Connectivity Program 

(ACP). The ACP is a government program that helps qualifying consumers pay 

for internet service. If you qualify for ACP, you may receive up to a $30/month 

discount on your internet service. For more information about ACP, visit 

https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/.

Lifeline and the Affordable Connectivity Program are government assistance 

programs. The programs are non-transferable. Only eligible consumers may 

enroll in either program. There is a limit of one discount per household, per 

program. Lifeline credits on internet service are only available where minimum 

supported broadband service is available. If the household becomes ineligible 

for Lifeline and/or ACP, the household will be subject to TDS’ regular rates, 

terms, and conditions. 

For more information from TDS about these programs,  

visit https://tdstelecom.com/lifeline.html or tdstelecom.com/acp,  

or call 1-888-CALL-TDS.

Get a Discount on Your TDS Service

208056SC/11-22/12202

Shawnta Harrison, owner of Harrison's Travels, cuts the 
ribbon to her new storefront on Main Street in Blackville. 

STAY INFORMED!
SubScRIbE TO 

ThE NEwSpApER!  
803-259-3501
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

Luke Denslow Poole was born on Dec. 5, 2022. 

Luke 

Denslow 

Poole 

Nicholas and Jes-
s i c a  P o o l e  o f 

Barnwel l  are  proud 
to announce the birth 
o f  t h e i r  s o n ,  L u k e 
Denslow Poole. 

He was born on De-
cember 5, 2022 at 8:06 
a.m. at Aiken Regional. 
He weighed 6 pounds, 
12 ounces and was 19 
3/4 inches long. 

He has two sisters, 
Ella and Adaline Poole. 

G r a n d p a r e n t s  a r e 
G e o r g e  a n d  E l i n o r 
Poole of Barnwell and 
Mark and Jamie Beers 
of McGraw, N.Y.

Wedding

Marcus Schroeder and Hannah Buwalda were united in marriage on Nov. 19, 2022.

Hannah Buwalda, 
Marcus Schroeder

Hannah Buwalda of Florence and Marcus Schroeder of Darlington were 
united in marriage on November 19, 2022 at Church at Sandhurst. The 

Rev. Daniel Miles officiated.
The bride was given in marriage by her father, Peter Buwalda. 
The bride’s dress was a white off the shoulder A-line. The bride carried a 

bouquet of sunflowers and pansies.
Rachel Buwalda served as matron of honor.
Bridesmaids were: Amber Buwalda (sister-in-law), Alexis Lewis (friend), 

Deanna Smith (friend), and Izzy Groves (friend).
Claire Miles served as flower girl.
David Buwalda served as ring bearer.
Bruce Hayslett was best man.
Groomsmen were: Jonathan Kyler (friend), Lucas Shychuk (friend), Nathan 

Buwalda (future brother-in-law), and Thomas Levister (friend).
Following the wedding a reception was held at Church at Sandhurst.
The bride is the daughter of Peter and Darla Buwalda of Hilda, S.C. She is 

a 2018 graduate of Buwalda Home School and is employed by Child Evan-
gelism Fellowship Heart of the Palmetto Chapter.

The groom is the son of Tron Hayslett of Davenport, Iowa and Jessica Hoff-
man of Darlington, S.C. He is a 2019 graduate of Mayo High School. He is em-
ployed by McDonald’s and is a full-time student at Francis Marion University. 

Following a wedding trip to Myrtle Beach, the couple will reside in Florence, S.C.

Birthday

Emmorie 

Carnahan 

celebrated her 

second birthday 

on December 3, 

2022.

Em m o r i e 
Carnahan 

celebrated her 
second birthday 
on December 3, 
2022. She was 
born on Decem-
ber 3, 2020. 

S h e  i s  t h e 
d a u g h t e r  o f 
Zach and Tara 
C a r n a h a n  o f 
Barnwell. 

She is the baby 
sister of Alexa, 
Macie and Bry-
cen.

Birth

Locklan Easton Hall was born on Nov. 12, 2022. 

Locklan 

Easton 

Hall 

So m m e r  G i b s o n 
and Tyler  Hal l 

of Barnwell are proud 
to announce the birth 
of their son, Locklan 
Easton Hall. 

He was born Novem-
ber 12, 2022 at 2:07 p.m. 
at Aiken Regional. He 
weighed 7 pounds, 13 
ounces and measured 
21 inches long. 

Emmorie Carnahan 

celebrates 2nd birthday 

Advertisers, call  
Jana Schroeder at 

803.300.0799 or email  
advertising@thepeoplesentinel.com  

for special holiday ad rates. 

TThhee  PPeeooppllee⬧⬧SSeennttiinneell  
Local News & So Much More 
In Print & Online 

803-259-3501 
www.thepeoplesentinel.com 

Five Williston-Elko Middle School students were chosen to attend the Limestone 

College Honor Band Clinic. Mikey Barefoot, Baylee Adams, Alyah Holmes, King 

Brown and Jonah Baker represented WEMS at the clinic.

5 WEMS students attend 
Limestone Honor Band Clinic
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BARNWELL -  Mrs. 
April W. Harley, 57, of 
5797 Highway 278 West, 
died on November 30, 
2022 at Aiken Regional 
Medical Center. Services 
will be held at Hope Me-
morial Park of Barnwell 
on December 10, 2022 at 
12 p.m. officiated by Rev. 

Gene Orr. Interment will 
follow at Hope Memorial 
Park.

She was the daughter of 
Mary Workman and the 
late Harry Moore.

Survivors: husband – 
Dennis Harley, Barnwell, 
S.C.; two sons – Domi-
nic A. Harley and Xavier 
Harley, Barnwell, S.C.; 
mother – Mary Workman, 
Barnwell, S.C.; one brother 
– Ricky (Lavonne) Work-
man, Barnwell, S.C.; two 
sisters – Tammie Moore 
and Sabrina Moore, At-
lanta, Ga.; eight grand-
children – Landon, Ny’jae, 
Domonic Jr., Kaylib, Kyle, 
London, Emaya, Xavier 
Jr.; six aunts – Wilme-
nia (Henry) Allen, Day-

tona Beach, Fla., Katherine 
Garrett, Glady (Thomas) 
Holmes, Geneva (Jerry) 
Mack, Juliette Allen and 
Dorothy Allen, all of Barn-
well, S.C.; three uncles 
– Norris O’Neal Work-
man, Belgrade, Fla., Ernest 
Workman, Barnwell, S.C.; 
Willie James Workman, 
Elko, S.C.; eight sisters-
in-law, five brothers-in-
law and a hosts of loving 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
sorrowing friends and 
a best friend, Christine 
Brown of Augusta, Ga.

Visitation was Friday, 
December 9, 2022 at the 
Guinyard and Sons Fu-
neral Home in Barnwell.
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 April W. Harley

BARNWELL - Robert 
Ronald “Chuco” Cobb 
Gorbea died December 
10, 2022, in the nursing 
home in Barnwell, S.C. 
at 89 years old. He was 
born in Cataño, Puerto 
Rico, September 17, 1933. 
His parents, William and 
Consuelo Cobb. He was  
the third of eight children. 

Robert was a graduate 
from the University of 
Puerto Rico, with a degree 
in History. In Puerto Rico, 
they owned a family jew-
elry business. 

H e  a n d  h i s  w i f e , 
 Carmen, moved to Barn-
well, S.C. to stay close to 
their children and grand-
children.

In Barnwell, he worked 
in refinishing antique fur-
niture, where he was very 
successful.

Robert was a veteran for 
the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War. He belongs to 
the Knights of Columbus, 
with St. Andrews Catholic 
Church in Barnwell. 

He was proceeded by 
his parents, his daughter 
Denise, one brother, and 
two sisters.

Survived by his wife, 
Carmen of 66 years of mar-
riage; a son, Robert Cobb; 
daughter, Sonia Chap-
pell (Bud); grandchildren 
Denise Cobb, Patrick 
Chappell (Mallory), Cris-
tina Bertran (Rich), Joseph 
Chappell; two brothers, 
one sister, and 11 great-
grandchildren.

Arrangements by Mole 
Funeral Home. After cre-
mation, a mourning mass 
and service will be held at 
the St. Andrews Catholic 
Church. Date of Mass has 
not yet been confirmed. In 
lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations 
to St. Andrews Catholic 
Church.
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 Robert Ronald “Chuco” 
Cobb Gorbea

BARNWELL - Helen 
Lalla Keel Martin, 96, 
passed away on December 
8th, 2022. She was born on 
October 12th, 1926, to the 

late John S. Keel and Thel-
ma Childress Keel. She 
was a member of Reedy 
Branch Baptist Church 
and was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Lenna Martin 
Scott of Barnwell; grand-
children Robert “Jorgie” 
Scott of Barnwell; great-
grandchildren Naomi 
Scott and Brandon Prove-
aux.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Robert 
Hayne Martin; brothers, 

John Keel and Pinkney 
Keel.

A visitation was held 
Monday, December 12th, 
2022, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at Mole Funeral Home. 
A graveside service was 
Tuesday, December 13th, 
2022, at 11 a.m. at Reedy 
Branch Baptist Church 
Cemetery, with Rev. Rom-
mie Martin officiating. 

Mole Funeral Home 
of Barnwell assisted the 
family. Sign the online 
guestbook at molefh.com.
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  Helen Lalla Keel Martin

WILLISTON - A Cel-
ebration of Life Service for 
Mary Jowers Anderson, 
86, of Williston, SC will be 
held at five o’clock p.m., 
Tuesday, December 20, 
2022 in the Folk Funeral 
Home Chapel, Williston, 
SC with the Reverends 
Tom Baker and Dan Fogle 
officiating. The family will 
receive friends one hour 
prior to the service at the 
funeral home on Tuesday. 
Memorial contributions 
may be given to Rosemary 
Baptist Church Building 

Fund, P.O. Box 409, Willis-
ton, SC. Mrs. Mary passed 
away on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, 2022.

Born in Williston, SC, 
she was a daughter of the 
late Perry Jowers and Ger-
trude Wall Jowers and was 
married to the late James 
B. Anderson, Sr. She was 
a member of Elko Baptist 
Church where she was 
in the WMU. She retired 
from Dixie-Narco in Qual-
ity Control.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Deborah Jones 
of Williston, SC and Libby 
(Kip) Busick of Elizabeth-
ton, TN; her son, Benji 
Anderson, Jr. of Williston, 
SC; grandchildren, Mi-
chael (Jamie) Jones, Arnie 
(Kaley) Jones, Ben Pachol, 
Jessica (Shane) Williams, 
Katherine (Tim) Perry, 
Daniel Anderson and 
Jacob Anderson (Lacy); 
great grandchildren, Mol-
lie Jones, Maggie Jones, 

Merric Jones, Kash Jones, 
Cal Jones, Olivia Williams, 
Hannah Williams, T.J. Per-
ry, Emma Perry, Leah An-
derson and Brynn Ander-
son; sister, Anna Jowers 
Swindle of Barnwell, SC; 
brothers, David (Carolyn) 
Jowers of Williston and 
John (Patricia) Jowers of 
Marion, SC along with 
a number of nieces and 
nephews. 

In addition to her hus-
band, James Anderson, Sr. 
she was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Dianne 
Anderson; her brother, 
Edward Jowers and her 
son-in-law, Steve Jones.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit our on-line 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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Mary Jowers Anderson

BLACKVILLE - William 
Kaper Harmon Sr., 73, of 
Blackville, passed away 
on Tuesday, December 6, 
2022. No formal services 
are planned at this time.

Born in Dorchester 
County, he was a son of 
the late Clarence William 
Harmon and Dorothy Vic-
toria Driggers Harmon. 
He was a member of the 
Life Tabernacle Church, 
Barnwell, and previously 
worked at Augusta Fiber-
glass. William enjoyed 
fishing and watching TV.

Survivors include his 
wife, Deborah Patrice Har-
mon; a son, William Kapers 

Harmon Jr.; a daughter, 
Frances Denise (Michael) 
Wood Jr., all of Blackville; 
a step-daughter, Patrice 
Ann Chavis of Barnwell; 
brothers, Clarence Mat-
thew (Celeste) Harmon of 
West Ashley, Jerry Danny 
(Mary) Harmon and Steve 
Wayne (Maudetta) Har-
mon, all of Summerville; 
11 grandchildren, Joey Lee 
(Kayla) Chavis Jr., Deza-
rea Michelle (Nathaniel) 
Griffin, Michael Anthony 
Wood III, Molly Annabelle 
Wood, Vanessa Gabri-
elle Wood, Bailey Renee 
Wood, Nichole Padgett, 
Zechariah Chavis, Sylvia 

Chavis and Axel Chavis; 
two great-grandchildren, 
Simon and Abigail Griffin.

He was preceded in 
death by his brothers, 
Henry James Harmon, 
Clayton “Pete” Harmon, 
and Paul Harold Harmon; 
and a grandson, William 
Romeo Harmon.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the  online 
registry at www.folk 
funeralhome.com.
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William Kaper Harmon Sr.

OLAR - Funeral services 
for Jack Everett Main, 92, 
of Olar, were held at 11 
o’clock a.m., Friday, De-
cember 9, 2022 at the Olar 
First Baptist Church of 
Olar with the Reverend 
Dale Hutto officiating; 
burial followed in the 
church cemetery. The fam-
ily received friends one 
hour prior to the service 
at the church on Friday. 
Memorial contributions 
may be given to Olar First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 

127, Olar, S.C. 29843. 
Mr. Jack passed away 

on Tuesday, December 6, 
2022.

Born in Olar, he was 
a son of the late Henry 
Main and Mary Dyches 
Main and was married 
to the late Frasier Harley 
Main. He was a member 
of the Olar First Baptist 
Church. He retired from 
the Milliken Company 
after working 37 years. 
He attended the Bluegrass 
Festival for over 20 years 
having been an avid fan of 
bluegrass music. Also, for 
20 years, he enjoyed driv-
ing for the Office on Ag-
ing. He served 12 years in 
the U.S. National Guard. 
Mr. Jack is loved by his 
many nieces and nephews 
and will be deeply missed 
by all who knew him.

Survivors include his 
sister, Beth Walker of Co-
lumbia; brothers, Jimmie 
D. Main and Raymond 
Main, both of Olar; nieces, 
Patsy (Danny) All, Mary 
Ellen (Morris) Williams, 
Cynthia (Tom) Ritt, Mark 
Main, Melanie (Danny) 
Lepard, Angie Strehlow, 
and Marlin Walker.

In addition to his wife, 
he was preceded in death 
by a brother-in-law, Victor 
Walker, and sisters-in-law, 
Peggy and Virginia Main.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc., Denmark, is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
obituary at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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BLADENBORO, N.C. 
- Clelia Pearl Dent Russ, 
88 of Bladenboro, N.C. 
went home to be with the 
Lord on Monday, October 
31st, 2022, at UNC Health 
Southeastern, Lumberton, 
N.C.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Thomas Lindsey and Sar-
ah Hester Dent Merritt; 
by her beloved husband, 
Curtis Russ; her brothers, 
Marvin, Livingston “Bud-
dy,” Ewen and Earl Dent; 
sisters, Melba Dent Packer 

and Barbara Dent Pack-
er; niece, Patricia Pack-
er Guill, Glenda Baxley 
Smith; and nephew, Billy 
Dent.

She worked for Bladen-
boro Cotton Mills until she 
retired. She was a member 
of First Assembly Church 
of Bladenboro. She sang 
in the choir and accom-
panied her husband who 
sang and played the gui-
tar. They were very faith-
ful visiting their family, 
also their church family 
members, and others in 
their community.

Clelia was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 
She was known for her 
Japanese Fruit Cake, ba-
nana pudding, collards, 
chicken, and pastry.

Clelia is survived by 
her daughter, Peggy Russ 
Kinlaw and her husband 
Ben of Barnwell, S.C.; her 
grandson, Jonathan Kin-

law and his wife Katie, 
her two great-grandsons, 
Thatcher and Harrison 
Kinlaw of LaFayette, GA; 
brother, Edward Dent and 
his wife Marilyn of Blad-
enboro, N.C.; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Visitation was from 1 to 
2:45 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 5, 2022 at Bladen 
Gaskins Funeral Home 
in Elizabethtown, N.C. A 
funeral service was held at 
3 p.m. following the visi-
tation with Rev. Anthony 
Hardin officiating. Burial 
followed the services in 
Singletary Cemetery at 
Sandhills in Bladenboro, 
N.C.

The family would like 
to thank West Bladen As-
sisted Living and South-
eastern Comfort Care for 
their love and care during 
her time of illness.
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ALLENDALE - Sara 
Ruth Creech Davis, 94, 
widow of the late Donnie 
M. Davis Jr., died Wednes-
day, December 7, 2022.

Mrs. Davis was a na-
tive of Barnwell County 
and the daughter of the 
late Wilbur and Lucile 
Ayer Creech. She was 
secretary for Allendale 
First Baptist Church, re-
tired as secretary for the 

Federal Land Bank, and 
also retired from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina 
Salkehatchie Campus hu-
man resources after 20+ 
years. She was a member 
of Allendale First Baptist 
Church where she taught 
beginners for many years.

Funeral services were 
held 11 a.m. Saturday, 
December 10, 2022 at the 
Allendale First Baptist 
Church with the Reverend 
Brian Flemming officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
in Allens Chapel Baptist 
Church. The family re-
ceived friends prior to 
service at the church.

Family members in-
clude two sons, Donnie 
M. Davis III and Robert 
Michael Davis; grandchil-
dren, Deidre D. Thigpen 
(Michael), Daniel Davis, 

Cody Davis (Rebecca), 
Justin Davis (Maya) and 
Haley Davis; great-grand-
children, Steven Thigpen, 
Tyler Thigpen, Emma 
Thigpen and Casin Davis; 
one brother, Walter Creech 
(Eleanor). She was prede-
ceased by one sister, Mary 
Creech Ayer.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Allendale 
First Baptist Church, 259 
Memorial Ave., Allendale, 
S.C. 29810.

Keith Smith Funeral 
Service, 128 Water St., 
Allendale, is in charge of 
arrangements. Sign the 
online guestbook at www.
keithsmithfuneralservice.
com.
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Sara Ruth Creech Davis

WILLISTON – Gloria 
Toney Mosley entered into 
rest on December 5, 2022 
at her residence. 

Graveside services will 
be held Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, 2022 at 11 a.m. at 
Sand Hill Cemetery (2915 
Edisto Church Road, Wil-
liston). Viewing will be 

held Friday, December 9, 
2022 from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
Simmons Memorial Cha-
pel of Elko. 

Survivors are: two sons, 
Barnett Mosley of Wil-
liston and Tyrone Mos-
ley of Atlanta, Ga.; one 
daughter, Sonja Grant of 
Fredericksburg, Va.; one 

brother, Henry Toney, 
and one sister, Inez Toney, 
both of Williston; and six 
grandchildren. 

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Sim-
mons Memorial Chapel of 
Elko (803-266-2939).
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BLACKVILLE - Funeral 
services for Richard Ar-
thur Muns, 92, of Black-
ville, were held at 2 o’clock 
p.m., Saturday, December 
10, 2022, at Mt. Calvary 
Baptist Church with the 
Rev. David Turner, Rev. 
Charles Morris and Dr. 
Thomas Terry officiat-
ing. The family received 
friends one hour prior to 
the service at the church 

on Saturday; burial fol-
lowed in the Blackville 
Cemetery. Memorial con-
tributions may be made 
to Mt. Calvary Baptist 
Church, Organ, Piano, or 
Nursery Fund, P.O. Box 
304, Elko, S.C. 29826. 

Mr. Richard passed 
away on Wednesday, De-
cember 7, 2022.

Born in Old Ellenton, 
he was a son of the late 
Jobie Muns and Pauline 
Williams Muns and was 
married to the late An-
nette Owens Muns. He 
was a member of Mt. Cal-
vary Baptist Church and 
retired from the Main-
tenance Department of 
Barnwell School District 
#45. He was a member 
of the Woodman of the 
World, Barnwell, and he 
loved to farm.

Survivors include his 
daughter, Doris Lee Muns 
(David) Ussery of Wil-
liston; sons, Dennis Roy 
Muns and Richard “Her-
bie” (Debbie) Muns, all of 
Blackville; granddaughter, 
Kimberly Ann (Russell) 
Kanagy; and two great-
grandchildren, Owen A. 
and Callie Kanagy; and 
a longtime friend, Viola 
Inman.

In addition to his wife, 
Annette Muns, he was 
preceded in death by his 
sister, Lillian Ann Muns, 
and a brother, Fred Muns.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assist-
ing the family with ar-
rangements. Visit the on-
line registry at www.folk 
funeralhome.com.
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AIKEN - Mrs. Georgia 
Foy Fields, age 89, wife 
of the late Roy Fields Sr., 
passed away Sunday, De-
cember 11, 2022 at her 
residence. She was the 
daughter of the late Mary 
Schumpert Foy and John 
Watkins Foy. She was pre-
deceased by brothers, John 
Jacob Foy and Harry Lee 
Foy Sr., and sister, Ann 
Foy Moore. She also was 
predeceased by one great-
grandchild, Oliver Large.

S u r v i v o r s  i n c l u d e 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Carolyn and Mike Roberts 
of St. George; son and 
daughter-in-law, Roy Jr. 
and Lisa Fields of Aiken; 
grandchildren: Stephanie 
Roberts (Keith) Murray of 
Harleyville; Silas (Kylee) 
Roberts of Summerville; 

Matthew (Ashley) Fields 
of Lexington; Seth (Tina) 
Fields of Harrison, TN; 
Chelsea (Andrew) Large 
of Aiken; Haley and Clay 
Griggs of Aiken; and 
great-grandchildren Levi 
Roberts, Alex Roberts, Na-
talee Fields, Rowan Fields, 
Sawyer Fields, Casen Mur-
ray, Cayden Burkhart, Ca-
leb Griggs, Everton Large, 
Lawton Large, Trenton 
Gilbert, and Ashlyn Gil-
bert; and sisters-in-law, 
Margie Foy and Frances 
Hudson.

Mrs. Fields was born in 
Saluda, but had lived in 
Barnwell County since an 
early age. She retired from 
Allied-General Nuclear 
Services and Honeywell 
as Office Services Manager 
and then Site Adminis-
trator at their Barnwell 
facility. Mrs. Fields was 
an active member of First 
Baptist Church in Barn-
well, and loved serving 
in the ministries of the 
church. She was also a 
supporter of the Barnwell 
County Arts Council, hav-
ing served on the Board 
and as Treasurer for a 
number of years. She was 
a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great-

grandmother. In 2020, 
Roy and Georgia moved 
to Cumberland Village in 
Aiken, a senior retirement 
community.

The family would like 
extend a special thank you 
to Trinity Hospice of Ai-
ken and Right at Home In 
Home Care & Assistance.

Services for Mrs. Fields 
were held Tuesday, De-
cember 13, 2022 at 2 p.m. 
at First Baptist Church of 
Barnwell with interment 
in Barnwell Memory Gar-
dens. Rev. Dr. Bart Kel-
ley officiated. The family 
received visitors one hour 
prior to the service in the 
church sanctuary.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to 
Barnwell First Baptist 
Church, 161 Allen Street, 
Barnwell, S.C. 29812; or 
the Barnwell County Arts 
Council, P.O. Box 1606, 
Barnwell, S.C. 29812; or to 
a favorite charity.

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell was in charge of 
arrangements. Sign the on-
line guestbook at molefh.
com. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
TOWN OF HILDA, SOUTH CAROLINA 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Barnwell County Board of Voter Registration & 
Elections will conduct a Special Election for the Town of Hilda on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2023 to fill an unexpired term of Town Council.  This is a nonparti-
san election and no party affiliation shall be placed on the ballot. 
 
The early voting period for this election begins Monday, January 16, 2023 and 
ends on Friday, January 27, 2023. The following early voting centers will be 
open during the early voting period from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday (closed Saturday, Sunday and Holidays). 

 
Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office,  

367 Fuldner Rd. Barnwell, SC 
 

Precincts involved in this election are Hilda. The polls shall open at 7:00 a.m. on 
Election Day and close at 7:00 p.m.  Polling places for this Special Election will 
be held at the Hilda Town Hall, 35 Railroad Ave. Hilda, SC.   
 
Persons desiring to be candidates for the above listed office may file with the 
Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections Office located at 367 Fuld-
ner Rd., Barnwell, SC.  Books will be open for filing December 5, 2022, at Noon 
and remain open until December 16, 2022 at Noon. There will be a filing fee of 
$5.00 for the office of Town Council.  
 
Persons desiring to vote in this election must be duly registered on the County 
Books of Registration as an elector and a resident of the municipality, not less 
than 30 days prior to the date of election. The last day to register to vote for this 
municipal election will be December 31, 2022.  
 
To register to vote in Barnwell County or update your address and/or other voter 
registration information, please visit the office of the Barnwell County Registra-
tion & Elections at 367 Fuldner Rd. Barnwell, SC. The office is open Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Citizens with a current and valid S.C. 
Driver’s License or DMV ID Card can register to vote and update their address 
online at scvotes.gov. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. on Election Day, the Barnwell County Board of Voter Registration 
& Elections will begin its examination of the absentee ballot return envelopes at 
the Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office located at 367 Fuld-
ner Rd., Barnwell, SC. 
 
On Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., the Barnwell County Board of 
Canvassers will hold a hearing to determine the validity of all provisional ballots 
cast in this election at the Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office 
located at 367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
TOWN OF WILLISTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Barnwell County Board of Voter Registration 
& Elections will conduct a Special Election for the Town of Williston on 
Tuesday, January 31, 2023 to fill an unexpired term of Town Council.  
This is a nonpartisan election and no party affiliation shall be placed on the 
ballot. 
 
The early voting period for this election begins Monday, January 16, 2023 
and ends on Friday, January 27, 2023. The following early voting centers 
will be open during the early voting period from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday (closed Saturday and Sunday). Barnwell County 
Voter Registration & Elections office, 367 Fuldner Rd. Barnwell, SC. 
 
Precincts involved in this election are Williston #1, Williston #2, Williston 
#3, and Elko. The polls shall open at 7:00 a.m. on Election Day and close at 
7:00 p.m.  Polling places for this Special Election will be held at the Willis-
ton Town Hall, 13112 Main St. Williston SC and the Elko Fire Department, 
10077 Hwy. 78, Elko, SC.  
 
Persons desiring to be candidates for the above listed office may file with 
the Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections Office located at 
367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC.  Books will be open for filing December 5, 
2022, at Noon and remain open until December 16, 2022 at Noon. There 
will be a filing fee of $25.00 for the office of Town Council.  
 
Persons desiring to vote in this election must be duly registered on the Coun-
ty Books of Registration as an elector and a resident of the municipality, not 
less than 30 days prior to the date of election. The last day to register to vote 
for this municipal election will be December 31, 2022.  
 
To register to vote in Barnwell County or update your address and/or other 
voter registration information, please visit the office of the Barnwell County 
Registration & Elections at 367 Fuldner Rd. Barnwell, SC. The office is 
open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Citizens with a 
current and valid S.C. Driver’s License or DMV ID Card can register to vote 
and update their address online at scvotes.gov. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. on Election Day, the Barnwell County Board of Voter Registra-
tion & Elections will begin its examination of the absentee ballot return en-
velopes at the Barnwell County Voter Registration & Elections office locat-
ed at 367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC. 
 
On Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., the Barnwell County Board 
of Canvassers will hold a hearing to determine the validity of all provisional 
ballots cast in this election at the Barnwell County Voter Registration & 
Elections office located at 367 Fuldner Rd., Barnwell, SC. 
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Deadline to enter: 
December 15, 2022 

Contest open to children ages 3-10. 
Pictures will not be returned and will  
become the property of this newspaper, and 
may be used for display or promotion in this 
publication. Entry automatically enters your 
child’s name into the contest. Decision  
of judges is final.  Winners will be notified  
12-21-2022 and announced in this  
newspaper12-28-22.  
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Report for America. “We 
were blown away by the 
breadth of applications we 
received, and only wish 
we had the ability to bring 
on even more newsrooms 
this year.” 

The People-Sentinel ap-
plied for funding to add a 
Rural Communities beat 
reporter to its dedicated 
team. This reporter will 
focus on the issues that 
impact rural communities, 
specifically government, 
education, and healthcare. 

“The People-Sentinel has 
primarily served Barnwell 
County since it was found-
ed in 1852, but this amaz-
ing opportunity through 
Report for America will 
allow us to expand cov-
erage into neighboring 
communities that lack 
consistent, quality cover-
age,” said Jonathan Vick-
ery, a Barnwell native and 
publisher/owner of The 
People-Sentinel. 

The newspaper espe-
cially wants to grow cover-
age of Allendale County, 
which has not had a news-
paper for close to a decade. 
Though The People-Sentinel 
has started publishing a 
regular Allendale County 
news page most weeks, 
this grant will allow that 
coverage to grow. 

“Newspapers play a 
vital role in American 
democracy by keeping 
the community informed 
while also holding public 
officials accountable,” said 
Vickery. 

Unfortunately, more 
than 2,000 newspapers 

have closed over the last 
20 years. Most of those 
that remain have had 
their newsroom staff 
significantly cut due to 
the changing conditions 
caused by the internet, 
economic downturns, and 
COVID-19. 

The People-Sentinel has 
been able to grow since it 
returned to local owner-
ship in July 2021. The staff, 

content and size of the 
paper have all increased. 

“We love serving our 
community by providing 
factual, unbiased, and 
fair reporting to keep our 
community informed. We 
can’t wait to see how our 
new Rural Communities 
reporter will help us bet-
ter serve Barnwell County 
and our neighbors,” said 
Vickery. 

With these additional 
30 newsrooms, Report for 
America corps members 
will be working next year 
in nearly 220 newsrooms 
across the United States, 
Washington, D.C., Puerto 
Rico, and Guam. 

Now that the newsroom 
selections have been made, 
RFA is seeking talented, 
service-minded journal-
ists and photographers to 

join its reporting corps—a 
two-year program (with 
an option for three years) 
that delivers a wide range 
of benefits to its corps 
members. 

“Report for America 
provides a unique oppor-
tunity for journalists to 
pursue meaningful, local 
beat reporting that sadly 
is missing from many of 
today’s newsrooms,” said 

Earl Johnson, director of 
admissions at Report for 
America. “Beyond tal-
ented reporters and photo-
journalists, we are looking 
for a diversity of individu-
als who see journalism as a 
calling, who want to make 
a difference within their 
communities.”

To learn more about 
RFA, visit reportforamer-
ica.org.

Grant: Report for America to help newspaper expand into Allendale County FROM PAGE 1A

This week I wanted 
to give a brief over-

view of what I’ve been 
reading over the past 
several months. 

Though the follow-
ing list is not a com-
plete register of what 
I’ve been reading, the 
books on it are a very 
strong representation of 
what I’ve been enjoying 
lately, namely, fantasy. 
Magic, dragons, assas-
sins, swords, the whole 
caboodle. 

The Name of the Wind by 
Patrick Rothfuss

This was a thick book. 
This novel has been tear-
ing up the fantasy charts 
and enamoring readers 
for the past fifteen years. 
For me, it’s different than 
your typical fantasy. The 
novel shows the life of 
Kvothe, who goes from 
an orphaned performer 
scraping it out on the 
streets as a beggar to 
becoming a renowned 

folk hero. The novel isn’t 
filled with daring battles 
and missions to rescue 
princesses as you might 
expect, but it’s definitely 
worth the 700-plus pages. 

The Way of Shadows by 
Brent Weeks

This book is closer to 
what you might think 
when you hear the word 
“fantasy.” It was another 
thick book, and I almost 
gave up reading it. The 
first fifty pages did not 
enthrall me, but I stuck 
with it and I was reward-
ed for my tenacity. The 
novel follows a boy who 
becomes apprenticed to 
one of the best assassins 
in the world and must 
learn to control a secret 
magic. Filled with po-
litical intrigue, awesome 
sword fights, and deadly 
magic, it’s a fabulous 
read.  

The Dresden Files: Storm 
Front by Jim Butcher 

This is a fun urban 
fantasy about a wizard 
named Harry Dresden 
who also happens to be 
a private investigator. 

Harry uses his wizarding 
skills to solve crimes that 
are committed on the 
streets of Chicago, all the 
while trying to stay on 
the good side of the au-
thorities—both mundane 
and magical. The first of 
a fourteen-book series, I 
will be starting the sec-
ond book very soon. 

So those are some of 
the books I’ve been read-
ing lately, and I hope to 
keep reading more like 
them as we enter the 
New Year. 

In other news, there 
have been some awe-
some updates on my 
website, cordersbook-
corner .blogspot .com. 
I’m posting chapters of 
a middle-grade horror 
novel, as well as sword 
and sorcery short stories. 
Be sure to visit the site 
and to subscribe to my 
newsletter. Also, feel free 
to send me an email at 
dbcorderwriter@gmail.
com if you have any 
questions or if you just 
want to say hi. 

Happy reading! 

Corder’s Creative Corner: 

Fantastical Reading 
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer

Spread holiday spirit 
with the Barnwell County 
Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) 
and their community 
partners at the inaugural 
Stuff-A-Bus event on Fri-
day, December 16 in front 
of the Barnwell Walmart 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

“As people come to 
Walmart, they can either 
bring their toys and de-
posit them on the bus,” 
said Lieutenant Eric Kirk-
land of BCSO’s Commu-
nity Relations Unit. “Or 
as they go into Walmart, 
they're encouraged to just 
buy a toy and come out 
and deposit it on the bus.” 

Stuff-A-Bus is a nation-
wide event held by law 
enforcement agencies, 
and this year BCSO is tak-
ing part in the initiative. 
The CSX Railroad Police 
will be bringing BCSO 
five pallets of toys from 
brands like Mattel to get 

the event started. 
“Our agency has iden-

tified families that are in 
need and it is our hope 
that we bless those fami-
lies and give them the 
joy of having presents on 
Christmas,” said BCSO in 
a Facebook post. 

All the toys will be dis-
tributed first to families in 
need identified by BCSO, 
and part of the remain-
der will be donated to 
the annual Toy Drive 
in honor of Jenna Bodi-
ford, a Barnwell teen who 
passed away in May of 
2018. Toys collected in 
this drive will be donated 
to the Children’s Hospital 
of Georgia. 

The other part of the 

remaining toys will be 
donated to the Ronald 
McDonald House, which 
provides comfort and 
care to families with sick 
children. 

In addition to toy dona-
tions, Santa Claus will be 
visiting from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

In addition to the fun, 
marketing and criminal 
justice students from the 
Barnwell County Career 
Center will be lending a 
hand at the event. 

“We are fortunate to 
have the support of so 
many at this point and 
we are extremely thankful 
for you all. We hope to see 
you there on the event 
day and thank you,” said 
BCSO on Facebook. 

Help sheriff's office Stuff-
A-Bus Dec.16 with toys

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.
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Disqualified: Allendale school board member not taking office after election FROM PAGE 1A

fill out to be on the ballot 
in South Carolina. The 
second paragraph at the 
top cites the state consti-
tution’s prohibition for 
convicted felons. Ennis’ 
signed “candidate’s oath” 
was turned in to the Allen-
dale County election office 
on July 8, 2022.

Ennis faced up to 10 
years in federal prison 
after admitting to using 
an Allendale government 
bank card for personal ex-
penses beginning in 2015, 
including for home repairs 
and to buy and repair ve-
hicles. He was sentenced 
to five years of probation, 
though he served only 
two. Early completion of 
his term was approved in 
March 2021, according to 
court records.  

When Ennis filed in July 
to run for the nonpartisan 
county school board, he 
signed a document swear-
ing he was qualified. At 
the top of the form is a 
reminder of the constitu-
tion’s 15-year prohibition.

But neither local nor 
state election officials 
check candidates for a 
criminal past. Nothing in 
state law requires it. The 
signed “candidate’s oath” 
is essentially the honor 
system. 

“We vet to make sure 
they’re voters and that 
they’re eligible to vote 
and they’re eligible to run 
as far as being a resident 
of the area, but we don’t 
do background checks,” 

said Sonya Prince, the Al-
lendale County elections 
director since 2016.

As for why Ennis was 
allowed to run, she added, 
“You’d have to go higher 
up than me.” 

The state Election Com-

mission also said it’s not 
its job to verify eligibility. 
County election officials 
could choose to perform 
background checks “but 
I don’t know of any who 
do,” commission spokes-
man Chris Whitmire said. 

Normally, eligibility 
questions are brought to 
light by a candidate’s op-
ponents, their supporters 
or in partisan races, the 
opposing party, he said. 

It’s rare for a candidate 
who defies the constitu-
tion’s felon clause to get 
elected, Whitmire said. 
But it does happen.

Last year, The Post and 

Courier’s Uncovered se-
ries highlighted the case 
of William King, who 
was improperly elected 
to Chester City Council 
despite a lengthy record 
that included at least 27 
felonies.

It took a lawsuit from a 
Chester citizen watchdog 
group and a state judge 
to boot King out of office.

In Ennis’ case, word 
of his legal ineligibility 
reached Spearman at the 
state Department of Edu-
cation after the election. 
Her spokeswoman said 
someone — she didn’t 
know who — alerted dis-

trict Superintendent Mar-
garet Gilmore, who called 
her boss. 

Gilmore, hired by the 
state in 2018, did not re-
turn phone or email mes-
sages from The Post and 

Courier. 

But emails that Spear-
man’s office provided to 
the newspaper show the 
agency’s attorney contact-
ed Prince, the Allendale 
elections director, on Nov. 
21 about Ennis’ conviction 
and a potential special 
election to replace him. 

Allendale school board 
member Willa Jennings 
said she didn’t know there 
was a problem until the 
post-election meeting 
where Ennis was sup-
posed to be sworn in. Not 
seeing him in the room, 
she asked if they should 
wait. That’s when Gilm-

ore, the local superinten-
dent, said his candidacy 
was under investigation 
and he would not be com-

ing, Jennings said. 
“I don’t know why 

nothing was done until 
now,” she said.  

Rural Allendale County, 
one of South Carolina’s 
poorest, has fewer than 
8,000 people after losing 
a third of its population 
over the last 30 years. Less 
than 1,000 students attend 
the countywide district’s 
three public schools. As 
part of her efforts to turn 
around the district aca-
demically and financially, 
Spearman closed a school 

in Fairfax, combining all 
pre-K through fifth grad-
ers in a single elementary 
school in Allendale follow-

ing a $6 million upgrade.
Ennis had been admin-

istrator of the town of 
Allendale since 2000 until 
his criminal case broke. 
The school board seat 
he won represents much 
of the town’s shrinking 
population of 2,700. The 
closest Walmart is 20 miles 
away in Barnwell, the larg-
est town in another poor, 
rural county along the 
Georgia border. In such 
small communities, gos-
siping can be a pastime.

But Jennings, Prince and 
others said they didn’t 
know about Ennis’ con-
viction. They blame the 
lack of information on 
Allendale having no local 
newspaper.

“I don’t know his situa-
tion because it was never 
made public to the com-

munity,” Jennings said, 
adding she knew he was 
indicted but not the out-
come. “It seems like he 
would’ve been disquali-
fied when he applied to 
run, if that was the case.”   

When told that state 
law doesn’t require back-
ground checks, she said, “I 
am shocked and speech-
less.” 

Her election Nov. 8 
to the Allendale Coun-
ty Council is why there 
are two vacancies on the 
school board, which has 
continued to hold elec-

tions despite having no 
authority. 

Senate Minority Leader 
Brad Hutto, whose dis-
trict includes much of 
Allendale County, said 
he wasn’t surprised Ennis 
was elected. He, too, said 
he heard about Ennis’ 
troubles tangentially and 
knew he’d been fired but 
didn’t know the details.

“He’s been viewed over 
the course of my dealings 
with him as a leader in 
the community, who’s 
invested in the community 
and cares about the com-

munity,” said the Orange-
burg Democrat, whose 
rural district spans six 
counties. “He’s a quality 
person with talent who 
made a mistake. But I 
understand why the com-

munity would’ve voted 
for him.” 

A special election will 
be held Feb. 28 to fill the 
remaining two years of 
Jennings’ term, as well as 
the four-year term Ennis 
can’t legally fulfill. 

That’s seven weeks after 
Spearman, who did not 
seek a third term, leaves 
office. She had planned to 
return control of Allendale 
schools to the local board 
sometime this month. That 
responsibility will now fall 
to her successor, Repub-
lican Ellen Weaver, who 
declined to comment for 
this article. 

Allendale County is one 
of three rural school dis-
tricts that Spearman took 

over due to historically 
abysmal test scores and 
financial mismanagement. 
It is the only district the 
state has taken over twice. 
Spearman’s emergency 
declaration in 2017 came 
10 years after manage-
ment was previously re-
turned. It didn’t take long 
for gains during the first 
turnaround attempt to 
erode.

Spearman wants to pre-
vent a repeat.  

Exiting school board 
member Elizabeth Good-
ing, who Ennis was seek-
ing to replace, said she’s 
hopeful progress will 
continue this time. She 
gives much of the credit 
to Gilmore. 

“You’ve got a bunch of 
parents now used to things 
being good and they want 
it to stay that way. I’m en-
couraged,” said Gooding, 
who ran in 2018 hoping 
Spearman would return 
control within her term 
but “wasn’t disappointed 
she didn’t because I saw 
what was going on and 
knew it was needed.

“In the end, it’s going to 
be the parents who hold 
the board accountable. 
That’s always been the 
problem,” she continued. 
“And you’ve got a lot of 
parents now who recog-
nize the potential we have 
here and realize we don’t 
have to be at the bottom 
all the time. They want 
to see us get better and 
better.” 

Gift Subscriptions
Support your local 
newspaper with 
the holiday gift that 
keeps on giving!

Subscribe Today By Phone or Online

803-259-3501 | www.thepeoplesentinel.com

Annual Rates: 
In-county - $40
Senior Rate - $35
Out of County - $45
Out of State - $55 

chili, cupcakes, chips, and 
a popcorn machine for 
kids as well as activities 
like face painting, pinatas 
filled with candy and gift 
cards, Christmas caroling, 
and pictures with Santa. 

“This is my first year at 
Ned Branch, they reached 
out to me and I thought 
that was amazing,” said 
Austin of Pastor Bobby 
Dukes and Debra Kearse 
at Ned Branch. 

City of Barnwell Mayor 
Marcus Rivera will read 
a story, and there will be 
dance performances by 
Creative Stylez Dance Co. 
based in Columbia.

“People have been so 
generous and eager to 
help,” said Austin, who 
now lives in Columbia. 

The toy giveaway began 
when Austin visited the 
Litchfield Apartments in 
Barnwell three years ago 
after moving to Columbia 
in 2002. 

“When I rode through 
there three years ago, I can 
give Christmas back to the 
projects I grew up in as a 
child, and that's where it 
all started,” said Austin. 

Aside from hosting the 
Christmas toy giveaway, 
Austin is constantly look-

ing for ways to give back 
and show his appreciation 
to those in his community. 

During the pandemic, 
he handed out disinfectant 
wipes and lysol spray to 
elderly folks who were un-
able to leave their homes 
to get supplies. He also 
fed 100 police officers in 
Columbia by supplying 
Chick-fil-A gift cards and 
brought lunch to all bus 
drivers in the city. 

Austin has worked at 
Prisma Health Baptist 
Hospital in Columbia for 
21 years, and has been 
able to make many con-
nections during his time in 
the healthcare field. CAN 

Community Health will 
be available at the event 
to provide free STD and 
health testing, resources, 
and information to adults. 

Also, a dentist office in 
Columbia donated tooth-
brushes and toothpaste 
for children to take home. 

“Every child will get 
a toy; no child will leave 
without a toy. I can prom-

ise you that,” said Austin.
Names will be pulled 

for toys such as hover-
boards and bicycles. 

The event is open to 
residents of the City of 
Barnwell. Austin hopes 
to expand to the entire 
county in upcoming years. 

Toys: Giveaway to be held Dec. 17 FROM PAGE 1A

Maurice Austin (left) with a child at the 2020 giveaway.

Lyanna Wilson wins 
conservation poster contest

The Barnwell Soil & Water Conservation District 
congratulates Barnwell Elementary student Lyanna 
Wilson for winning first place in its poster contest, 
“Healthy Soil: Healthy Life”, for 2022. 

Lyanna is a student of Mrs. Tanya Anderson, a 6th 
grade math and science teacher. 

The annual National Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACD) Auxiliary Poster Contest highlights 
the work of conservation districts and agencies to 
protect and enhance natural resources. 

District winners are eligible to enter the State NACD 
Poster Contest. We wish Lyanna the best of luck in the 
state contest. 

Blackville 
nursing 

home honors 
veterans

Blackville Healthcare & 

Rehabilitation Center held 

a Veterans Day service on 

Nov. 10. Staff Sgt. Rickey 

James was guest speaker. 

AT LEFT: The Denmark-

Olar High School JROTC 

presented the colors and 

showed off their drill. 

Staff of Blackville Healthcare & Rehab honored veterans at the facility, including Katherine Corbett, Lowery 

Johnson, James Jerido, Harvey Howell, Roosevelt Hutto, Andrew Beach, Kenneth Jenkins, and Gerald Johnson.

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher
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Blackville

ChChristmasristmas
          Parade

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Left: Hope Community Church of God in Barn-
well depicts the nativity. 

Below: Kristen Dyches waits with her sons for the start of the parade. 

Parade Winners:Parade Winners:
Overall – Clarence Felder LLCOverall – Clarence Felder LLC

1st – Hope Community Church 1st – Hope Community Church 
2nd – Williston-Elko Blue Fire Drumline2nd – Williston-Elko Blue Fire Drumline

3rd – Elite Chaos Dance Company3rd – Elite Chaos Dance Company

Above: Blackville-Hilda High cheerleaders and football players.

Below: Elf Erian Jones accompanies Santa Claus on the fire truck to close out 
the Blackville Christmas Parade on Dec. 10. Below: A large crowd attended the parade. 

Above: 2022 Blackville Recreation 
Homecoming King & Queen Travaris 

and Navaeh. 

Below: Ethel Faust, director of 
Generations Unlimited, hands out 

candy to kids.
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Photos by: Alexandra Whitbeck

Blackville
Town of 

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Doris Sanders and her grandchildren wear matching outfits to the tree lighting.

Above: Blackville Town Councilwoman 
Frenchie Smalls smiles as the crowd reacts 
with excitement to the lighting of the town’s 

Christmas tree.

Above: Blackville Mayor Ronnie Pernell welcomes the 
crowd to the tree lighting.

Santa greets children at the toy giveaway in the Blackville 
Community Center. 

Above: Children excitedly select toys at the 
toy giveaway following the Blackville Christ-

mas Tree Lighting on Dec. 10. 
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Williston

ChChristmasristmas
          Parade
Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Below: Janice & Robbie Shipes

Right: Jackson Cooper watches 
the parade with his two sons.

Parade Winners:Parade Winners:
Best Golf Cart: Mt. Beulah Baptist ChurchBest Golf Cart: Mt. Beulah Baptist Church

Best Auto: 1952 Chevy driven by John TrottieBest Auto: 1952 Chevy driven by John Trottie
Best Business: Walther Potato Farm of WindsorBest Business: Walther Potato Farm of Windsor

Best Float: Rosemary Baptist ChurchBest Float: Rosemary Baptist Church

Above: Children from the Dreams, Imagination & Gift Development program.

Above: Youth from Williston First Baptist Church with youth minister Joseph 
Sanders.

Below: 2022 Williston-Elko Middle School Prince Kaiden Davis and Princess 
Kamryn Creech.

Above: 2022 Blackville Recreation 
Homecoming King & Queen Travaris 

and Navaeh. 

Above: 2022 Miss Wilkonian Abigail Marie 
Kennedy

Below: Williston recreation 
football players.
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Williston Christmas
A Whimsical 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter 

When Mayor Brett Williams hinted that a 
reindeer might make an appearance at the 
Williston Tree Lighting on the evening of 
December 10, 2022, he left residents wonder-

ing how such an occurrence would take place. 
However, Williston native Scott Anderson dressed as a realistic reindeer was 

amongst the crowd greeting children and adults alongside Angie Overton, who 
was dressed as Mrs. Claus. 

Families and friends gathered in front of Meeting on Main to partake in the 
festivities as they served hot chocolate and cookies provided by the restaurant 
and the Williston Presbyterian Church. 

Reverend Jeremiah Land of Press Church read the Christmas story and first 
graders from Kelly Edwards Elementary School sang songs of Christmas. Joseph 
and Ciera Sanders performed as well as Madelaine Land and Dalton Mundy 
who all sang renditions of Christmas classics. 

Councilman Kurt Odermatt read the past Citizens of the Year in the Town of 
Williston starting in 1968 to lead up to announcing the 2022 Citizen of the Year. 

2021 Citizen of the Year Davion Bellinger was asked to the stage to help locate 
the new title holder. Bellinger went into the crowd to begin his search, and 
emerged with Pastor Dr. Steve Burnette of the First Baptist Church in Williston. 

Dr. Burnette was named the 2022 Citizen of the Year for his continued work 
in both the church and the community. He was presented a plaque by Mayor 
Williams, and thanked the community and his wife, Annette, for their faith 
and support. 

After Dr. Burnette was thoroughly applauded, the countdown began to il-
luminate the tree standing in the center of downtown. 

The tree was decorated with large red bows and lights that lit up Main Street. 
Following the ceremony were pictures with Santa. Children and their families 

eagerly awaited Santa’s arrival at Press Church to tell him their holiday wishes. 
The festivities were followed with the town’s parade the next day. 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Three Warhorses and a Hawk 

earn All-State football awards

E
ach year, the South 
C a r o l i n a  Fo o t ba l l 
Coaches Association 

selects the All-State Football 
players from each classifica-
t ion. The select ion to this 
All-State team is made by the 
coaches who have coached 
these players, seen these kids 
play, and in many cases have 
studied lots of game film on 
the players.

Blackville-Hilda’s defensive 
back Tamar i  Daniels  was 
selected to the “A” All-State 
team. A very versatile player, 
Tamari played several posi-
tions for the Hawks. 

“We are really proud of 
Tamari. Before his injury, he 
was having an outstanding 
season. We used him in a 
variety of positions and he 
excelled in everything the 
team asked him to do. The 
best part for our program is 
that he will be back next year 
and ready to be one of the 
most exciting players in the 
state,” said Blackville-Hilda 
Head Coach Kevin Jones.

The Barnwell Warhorses 
had t hree players named 
to the “AA” All-State team. 
Linebacker Maurice Odom 
led the Warhorses in tackles 
the last two years and was 
always an intimidating force 
in the middle of the defense. 
Clay Pender was a big play 
threat both on offense at wide 
receiver and on defense at 
defensive back. Pender led 
the Horses in receiving and 
was second in interceptions. 
Running back Tyler Smith 
led the entire state in rush-
ing yards, touchdowns, and 
points scored. 

Barnwell coach Dwayne 
Garrick referred to Odom as 
a “tough player…who will go 
on to play college football.” 
On Pender, Garrick added, 
“Clay is a special player who 
plays numerous roles includ-
ing wideout and defensive 
back.” He is also a good kick-
er. Garrick referred to Tyler 
Smith as “the best running 
back in the state” and said 
“…his yards after contact are 
second to none.” All three, 
Odom, Pender, and Smith will 
participate in the GA/SC Bor-
der Bowl to be played January 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Tyler Smith led the state in rushing yards, scoring, and TDs, 

earning him All-State honors for “AA” football.

Williston-Elko High School Head 
Football Coach Kenny Lipsey describes 
Davis as a “great kid” who came back 
from injury “…in the second half of 

the season hungry to lead the team in 
rushing.”

GA/SC Border Bowl X PlAyer SPotliGht
Chris Davis, Williston-Elko High RB

(Editor’s Note: We will feature a different Georgia/SC Border 
Bowl area player each week.)

ACHIEVEMENTS:

* Rushed for more 
than 700 yards in only 
6 games (avg. more 
than 125 yds/game) 
* Good receiver out of 
the backfield 
* Led team in rush-
ing despite missing 
several games

Photo Courtesy: Donna Miley

Wednesday, Dec. 14
• Blackville-Hilda at 

Pelion - 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 15
• Barnwell at Bamberg-

Ehrhardt - 6 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 16
• North at Williston-

Elko - 6:30 p.m.
• Hunter-Kinard-Tyler 

High at Blackville-
Hilda - 6 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 17
• Barnwell at North - 4 

p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL 

SCHEDULE
(Boys & Girls)

Clay Pender led the Warhorses in receiving and was a valuable 

defender, earning him All-State honors in “AA” football.

Photo Courtesy: Michael Beasley

Blackville-Hilda’s versatile player, Tamari Daniels, has earned All-

State honors for “A” football.

Photo Contributed

Barnwell’s Maurice Odom was the Horses’ defensive leader and 

has earned All-State honors for “AA” football.

Photo Courtesy: Todd Teems

7, 2023 in Grovetown, Ga.
Congratulations to Tamari, 

Maurice, Clay, and Tyler. You 
have worked very hard and 

perfor med at  t he h ighest 
level to earn these selections. 

Blackville and Barnwell are 
proud of you!
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Warhorse running back 
Tyler Smith had two rea-
sons to travel to Myrtle 
Beach this past week.

Tyler was selected to 
play in the Touchstone 
Energy Bowl, also known 
as the North-South Bowl 
Game. The North-South 
game features some of 
the best players through-
out the state. That alone 
would have been enough 
of an honor, but Tyler was 
also one of seven finalists 
for the S.C. Mr. Football 
award. The Mr. Football 
Award is given by the 
S.C. Athletic Coaches As-
sociation and is awarded 
at half-time of the North-
South game.

These All-Star games 
see teams rotating lots of 
players, so Tyler did not 
get his usual workload 
of carries, but his pres-
ence was seen through-
out the game. Tyler had 
a few carries from the 
tailback position, played 
a few snaps at linebacker 
and made a tackle, was 
the personal protector 
on the punt team, was 
a blocker on the kick-off 
return team, and even 
took a couple of snaps 
from a special “wildcat” 

formation, created to fea-
ture Smith’s talents. The 
“wildcat” formation has 
no quarterback, which 
means they directly snap 
it to the back and he runs 
the play. On his first snap 
from that formation, Tyler 
fought through a tough 
North defensive front to 
get down to the one-yard 
line. The next snap should 
have resulted in what 
Warhorse fans are accus-

tomed to seeing, another 
Tyler Smith touchdown, 
but as happens in sports, 
all things did not go as 
planned. The snap was 
low and by the time Tyler 
was able to corral the ball, 
the defense stopped the 
play. No doubt, a clean 
snap would have resulted 
in a Smith touchdown, 
whether it was blast-
ing through the line, or 
diving over the pile, but 

not this day. Later in the 
game we did get a typical 
Tyler Smith run when he 
avoided two defenders in 
the backfield and quickly 
rounded the corner and 
dashed for about 15 yards 
before he went out of 
bounds.

At  h a l f- t i me whe n 
most players went into 
the locker rooms, a few 
were asked to stay and 
were seated in chairs at 
midfield for the presen-
tation of the Mr. Football 
Award. Each of the seven 
finalists were honored 

with special plaques and 
a video highlight on the 
scoreboard of some of 
their best plays while the 
announcer read stats and 
coaches quotes. Despite 
leading the state in rush-
ing yards, total points 
scored, and touchdowns, 
Tyler did not win. Cam-
den’s defensive lineman 
Xzavier McLeod did, but 
Tyler had an amazing 
experience. 

“It was a great week. It 
was great to be back on 
the field and I really en-
joyed myself,” said Smith.

Besides football, these 
athletes were given the 
chance to help some kids 
by taking them to Tar-
get to be able to shop 
for Christmas that they 
might otherwise be un-
able to do. Tyler said it 
was one of his two biggest 
things he would remem-
ber saying, “It was great 
spending time with the 
kids at Target. It was just 
cool to make their day 
and put a smile on their 
faces. It really made my 
day.” 

The other thing he will 
remember is “…bonding 
with the guys. We really 
clicked on day two and 
we have gotten closer as 
the time progressed.”

Smith’s high school 
football days are not quite 
over yet. He and fellow 
Warhorses Clay Pender, 
Maurice Odom, and Jaden 
James will be playing in 
the GA/SC Border Bowl 
in January.

W he n a sked about 
playing in the Border 
Bowl, he said, “I’m look-
ing forward to playing 
with my guys in our last 
high school game ever. 
We´ve worked hard for 
this opportunity and I 
can’t wait!” 

We can’t wait either, to 
see you play one last high 
school game Tyler Smith!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell’s Tyler Smith plays in 
North-South All-Star game

Tyler Smith takes a direct snap from a wildcat formation. Jeff Miller / Sports

Tyler Smith is all smiles during North-South pregame 

introductions. Jeff Miller / Sports

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

With your child, select an
interesting picture in the
newspaper. As you look at
the picture, ask your child
to find certain details. For
example, ask questions
like, “Can you find the

man’s tie?” “Can you find
the man’s ear?” “Can you

find a button?”

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that start with or include

the same sound as the
letter B in bamboo.

Point to the number
7 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

For this activity you need
one page of a newspaper

and a red crayon or
marker. Ask your child to
use red to circle all of the
letters he/she recognizes.

You may both be
pleasantly surprised to see

how red the page of
newspaper becomes!

Jump and JiggleHidden PicturesBig B, Little bMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

B is for Bamboo

b is for bamboo

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter B. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the B sound like the word
bamboo?

Talk about what kind of
food your child’s favorite
kind of animal eats. Does

it eat only plants, only
meat or both? Look

through the paper together.
When your child spies
something that his/her

animal eats, point to it and
say, “Yummy, tummy!”

Yummy Tummy!
With your child look

through a section of the
newspaper and use blue

to circle all animals.
Circle all plants with

green.

Plant or animal?

With your child, look
at one page of the

newspaper. Say, “The big
B called uppercase B is

looking for his little
brother (sister), called
lowercase b. Let’s see

how many big B, little b
matches we can find.”

B was the bear,
That came up at a run,
When Benjamin threw him
A very nice bun.

How many         ?

How many        ?

Blueberries

Bubbles

What is hiding in the bamboo?

How many             ?
Bananas

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.
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Tyler Smith #32 gets ready to block on kick off return for the South. Jeff Miller / Sports

Tyler Smith and Barnwell Coach Dwayne Garrick during 

North-South pregame introductions.
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 Barnwell girls basketball wins 4 straight

The Barnwell Warhorse 
girls basketball team has 
been impressive win-
ning all three games they 
played last week, defeat-
ing local rivals Williston-
Elko, Bamberg-Ehrhardt, 
and Blackville-Hilda. The 
Warhorses have won their 
last four games to im-
prove their overall record 
to 5-1 to open the season.

On Tuesday, Dec. 6, 
Barnwell traveled to Wil-
liston and beat Williston-
Elko by a score of 46-21. 
The next night, the Horses 
hosted Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
and earned a 52-31 victory. 
The Warhorses ended the 
week Friday night, Dec. 9, 
traveling to Blackville for 
a huge 45-11 win over the 
Blackville-Hilda Hawks.

“It has been a pleasant 
week for the varsity girls 

team. We were led by 
Aushonea Hammonds, 
Makayla Creech, and 
Ja’Niya Caree. The team 
continues to improve and 
progress. Each week our 
goal is to find some way 
to get better. This week 
our defensive intensity 
has improved and the re-
sults are a reflection of 
that effort,” said Barnwell 
head coach William Ham-
monds.

C o a c h  H a m m o n d s 
and the Lady Warhorses’ 
record sits at 5-1 going 
into the last two games 
before Christmas break. 
On Thursday, Dec. 15, 
Barnwell travels to Bam-
berg for a rematch with 
the Red Raiders. On Sat-
urday, Dec. 17, the Horses 
will travel to North to 
face the Eagles. If the 
Horses can get wins in 
these two games, they 
would take a 7-1 record 
into the break.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Coach Hammonds discusses strategy during a time out.

Coach Hammonds has seen the Warhorses pick up their intensity on defense, recently.
Photo Courtesy: Alisha Buxton

Ja’Niya Caree (left) controlling the ball for the Warhorses against Williston-Elko.
Photo Courtesy: Alisha Buxton

Photo Courtesy: Alisha Buxton

JDA shifts gears from football to basketball

Each year the begin-
ning of basketball season 
starts slowly waiting on 
football to end and some 
key players to transition 
from one sport to the next. 
That is usually magnified 
at smaller schools who 
have fewer athletes, most 
of which play multiple 
sports. If you add the 
fact that football coach 
Anthony Reitenour is also 
the boys basketball coach, 
it is easy to understand if 
the Raiders take a while 
to get going in the right 
direction.

This Raiders team has 
made a quick transition 
and is off to a better than 
expected start, opening 

the season going 5-2 and 
looking to make it 6-2 as 
they battle Holy Trinity in 
their last game before the 
Christmas break. JDA has 
beaten Ragin Prep Chris-
tian Academy, Dorchester 
Academy, Colleton Prep 
Academy, and Wardlaw 
Academy while only los-
ing to Andrew Jackson 
Academy.

“It was quite the task 
going from my first year 
as football coach here to 
basketball with less than 

two weeks before the first 
game. It was a lot for the 
guys to grasp and take 
in, but the guys dug in 
and have really gotten 
off to a good start. Our 
two losses came to a very 
talented Andrew Jack-
son team, and we’ve got-
ten better each and every 
game going into the break. 
I couldn’t be more proud 
of the way the teams have 
responded and believed 
in themselves since I’ve 
gotten here. JDA athletics 

is on the verge of a big 
shift and it’s going to be 
a lot of fun to be a part of 
it. We’ve utilized every 
person on the roster ev-
ery game this season and 
they have all contributed 
to the best start JDA has 
seen in a while. Colson 
Loadholt is leading the 
team in scoring with 19.4 
points per game and Nas 
Void is leading the team 
in rebounds with 13.7 
rebounds per game,” said 
Coach Reitenour.

Best wishes to Coach 
Reitenour and the Raiders 
basketball team as the bas-
ketball season continues.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

AT RIGHT: JDA and #23 

Payton Payne are off to 
a good 5-2 start on the 

young basketball season.

Photo Courtesy: Kathy Googe

“I couldn’t be more proud of 

the way the teams have respond-

ed and believed in themselves 

since I’ve gotten here. JDA athlet-

ics is on the verge of a big shift.” 

- JDA Coach Anthony Reitenour
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Education
Barnwell, Allendale students part of new 

SRNS youth apprenticeship pilot program

S
avannah River Nuclear 
Solutions (SRNS) is 
breaking new ground 

with a pilot program employ-
ing area high school students 
as apprentices at the Savannah 
River Site (SRS).

“We have a wide range of 
career opportunities requir-
ing a technical school degree, 
and we need to fill and main-
tain that job pipeline,” said 
Dorian Newton, SRNS pro-
gram manager, Apprenticeship 
and Pipeline Training (APT). 
“Agreements with nearby Ai-
ken, Denmark, Orangeburg 
and Augusta technical schools 
have been very helpful towards 
filling this need through our 
extensive adult apprenticeship 
program at SRNS.”

Newton continued, “That 
said, we realize the next step 
is to facilitate a way for local 
high school students to com-
plete their high school curricu-
lum while gaining hands-on 
experience working side by 
side with our employees as 
youth apprentices.”

Two seniors, Arian Williams 
from Allendale-Fairfax High 
School in Allendale, South 
Carolina, and Drew Platts 
from Barnwell High School 

in Barnwell, South Carolina, 
agreed to be inaugural par-
ticipants in the apprenticeship 
program.

“The youth apprenticeship 
program at Savannah River 
Nuclear Solutions has been a 
wonderful experience. They 
are very understanding and 
work with you while you’re 

in school,” said Williams. “I 
met many people who have 
given me great advice and as-
sured me that I could come to 
them about any safety issues 
or concerns. This program has 
been a blessing, and I hope 
that I continue my journey at 
SRNS.”

Cynthia “Boo Boo” Roberts, 

SRNS deputy program man-
ager with APT, will mentor 
Williams and Platts as they 
work through the program.

“We want to expose them to 
various types of jobs available 
at SRS. You never know what 
might spark a strong interest 
in a career that had not been 
previously considered,” said 

Roberts.
As apprentices, Platts and 

Williams will primarily per-
form administrative duties, 
such as preparing and main-
taining training records, set-
ting up and breaking down 
classroom equipment and 
working as instructional aids.

“The ultimate goal after 
the successful completion of 
this youth pilot program will 
be to expand the program 
to include courses at local 
technical colleges, much like 
our adult  apprenticeship 
program,” said Newton. “This 
will make for an optimum, 
well-rounded experience that 
will benefit these high school 
seniors and our company, as 
we receive highly qualified 
job candidates throughout the 
foreseeable future through 
this process.”

Platts said his first few days 
onsite were fun and exciting 
as he traveled around the site 
and visited facilities.

“I am excited to work at 
the Savanah River Site and 
explore all that it has to offer,” 
Platts said.

Savannah River Nuclear Solu-
tions, a Fluor-led company with 
Newport News Nuclear and 
Honeywell, is responsible for 
the management and operations 
of the Department of Energy’s 
Savannah River Site located 
near Aiken.

Contributed

Savannah River 
Nuclear Solutions

Great things are hap-
pening at Macedonia 

Elementary-Middle School 
(MEMS) and Blackville-Hil-
da High School (BHHS) in 
Blackville.  

The administration and 
faculty at MEMS celebrated 
American Education Week 
the week of November 14-18. 

Each staff member was cel-
ebrated with various treats 
each day compliments of 
the Barnwell County Con-
solidated School District and 
provided a free Thanksgiving 
meal on Thursday, Novem-
ber 17, 2022. 

The counseling department 
in conjunction with the office 
administrative secretary staff 
is preparing the Angel Tree 
Project for students that at-
tend MEMS. This project was 
started several years ago and 
continues to be a big success. 
Students are randomly cho-
sen by teachers and commu-
nity members, staff members, 
etc. Each child receives gifts 
from his or her gift list prior 
to our dismissal for the win-
ter break. 

On Monday, November 14, 
2022,  Principal Eryl Smalls, 
staff members, parents and 
students attended and partic-
ipated in McTeacher Night at 
McDonald’s in Barnwell. The 
event was a huge success!

MEMS and BHHS students 
celebrated National Career 
Development Week from No-
vember 14-18. Students were 
engaged in various activities 
during the with Mr. Saxton. 

High School Career Ed 
Week job information ses-
sions with SCWorks entailed 
the following but are not lim-
ited to: the interview process, 
post graduate plans, and job 
search techniques.

Great things happening in Blackville-Hilda schools
Contributed

BCCSD

Seniors Drew Platts (left) from Barnwell High School and Arian Williams from Allendale-Fairfax High 

School are first-time participants in a new youth apprenticeship program created by Savannah River 

Nuclear Solutions at the Savannah River Site.

MEMS students and their families enjoyed eating at McDonald’s 

on Nov. 14 to support McTeacher Night. 

MEMS Principal Eryl Smalls holds a sign promoting McTeacher 

Night, which raised funds for his school.

ABOVE & BELOW: Blackville-Hilda High School students learn 

about careers during High School Career Ed Week.

National Career Development Week showcased various careers for students at MEMS (left) and high 

school students (above). 

Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
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Every yeer for over a 

century, Christmas 

Bird Counts (CBCs) have been 

run acrost America during the 

holiday season. Counting the 

birds every year at the same time 

and in the same location gives 

scientists important information 

about burds and the environment.

 In 2007, Tom Rusert of 

Sonoma, CA had the idea to 

include kidz in this important 

“citizen science” effort.

He launched the first Audubon 

CBC for Kids. It was so 

successful that now organizations 

  around the country 

      are started their 

                    own CBCs for 

              Kids programs, 

following Rusert’s model.

This is a wonderfully simple, 

healthy, hollyday celebration for 

almost any school, youth group 

or community organization.

Standards Link: Civics: Students understand 
the importance for individuals and society of 
commonly-held responsibilities such as being 
attentive to public issues.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the articles below and 
correct the seven spelling and 
grammar errors you find. The 
first one is done for you.

Counting Brids

Welcome to Holiday 
Towers, an apartment 
building in the big city. 
Take a look at how the 
celebrations of these 
neighbors are alike 
and different.

People from different cultures have a wide variety of winter 
celebrations, many more than can fit on this page. How does 

your family celebrate in December? Draw it here.

List three ways these 
celebrations are alike.

1.

2.

3.

Find the letters that spell each 
of the following words on one 

page of the newspaper. Use 
different color crayons to 
connect the letters in order 

to spell each word.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell 
grade-level appropriate words correctly.

The Anderson family celebrates the birth of Jesus on Christmas. 
They give each other gifts, sing songs and decorate their home 
with a Christmas tree and colorful lights.

The Wald family celebrates Hannukah, a Jewish festival of light. 
They light a candle on a menorah each night for eight nights. 
They exchange small gifts each evening, sing songs and eat 
delicious foods. They display their menorah in their window.

Menorahs come in many different designs. Find the two 
identical menorahs. 

The Miller family 
celebrates Kwanzaa, a 
week-long celebration 
honoring African culture.

They light red, green 
and black candles in a 
kinara and have a feast 
at the end of Kwanzaa. 
They also give each 
other small gifts.

Mrs. Miller wears 
a kaftan during 

Kwanzaa. Hold this 
page up to a mirror 

to find out what 
this is. 

Follow 
the maze to 

put the ornament back.

Standards Link: Social Studies: Students know how traditions and celebrations 
of other cultures compare.
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The Greatest 
Gift

What is the greatest gift you 
could give that doesn’t cost 

money?

The noun culture means the 
language, customs, art and 

practices of a group of people.

CULTURE

Try to use the word culture 

in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Our teacher explained some 
ways our culture is similar 
to that of other countries.

This week’s word:

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word GIFTS in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

ANSWER: Frosted flakes. (Joke by Kid Scoop reader, Rayne.)Standards Link: Visual Arts: Use a variety of media to convey 
meaning.

Look through the newspaper for words or 
pictures related to the holidays. Cut and paste 
these onto a sheet of construction paper to 
make a collage poster. 

Holiday Images

Standards Link: Investigation: Find identical patterns.

Can you find 
these four 
squares in this 
order on the 
larger grid?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

NEIGHBORS

APARTMENT

DECORATE

MENORAHS

KWANZAA

KAFTAN

SYMBOLS

EXCHANGE

FEAST

SONGS

TREE

HOME

FAMILY

GIVE

RED

R

N

E

F

I

E

S

T

S

K

F

E

O

E

Y

D

R

K

S

A

J

M

M

A

O

E

W

G

M

F

B

T

B

S

E

A

N

I

O

T

H

R

M

T

N

O

L

V

G

A

O

A

E

Z

S

Y

I

E

H

N

C

P

A

D

E

C

O

R

A

T

E

A

N

E

G

N

A

H

C

X

E

T

S

H

A

R

O

N

E

M

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 


