
When Peggy Kirkland spot-
ted Charles Leary struggling 
to stay upright in the whip-
ping wind as he walked along 
a Barnwell road, God told her 
to intervene. 

Leary began his journey to 
Virginia from the Port Charlotte 
area of Florida after Hurricane 
Ian swept through the area in 
late September. He is travel-
ing this distance to be with his 
sister, who is struggling with 
brain cancer. 

This trek was one he felt com-
pelled to take and is continually 
proven to be on the right path. 

“I just feel that God’s got 
me here, and He’s got me on 
this journey,” said Leary. “I’m 
listening and being obedient. 
He has confirmed it so many 
different times, I have no ques-
tion that I am right where God 
wants me to be.” 

Kirkland was yet another 
confirmation that Leary is 
where he should be. 

“I know God has me, and 
when He has people like her 
come into my life it just con-
firms it more,” said Leary. 

When Kirkland saw Leary 
fighting the wind with every 
step he took on the weekend 
after Thanksgiving, she called 
her son, Barnwell County Sher-
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Foster receives 22 
years for burglary, 

armed robbery

Vorise Peeples suggested 
to prosecutors the man who 
stabbed her on June 11, 2019 in 
her Charles Street home spend 
22 years in prison–serving one 
year for each year she thought 
he had been alive at the time he 
assaulted her. 

Stephon Foster, 25, pled 
guilty on November 28 to 
armed robbery and burglary 
in the first degree and was sen-
tenced the next day at Barnwell 
County Courthouse to 22 years 
in a state maximum security 
prison.

“This is a defendant that the 
court should be scared of, and 
this is a person that should be 
sentenced to the maximum that 
is allowed under the negoti-
ated cap,” said Deputy Second 
Circuit Solicitor David Miller 
during the sentencing hearing. 

The negotiated cap was set 
at 22 years due to the sugges-
tion by Peeples, meaning the 
most presiding Judge Courtney 
Clyburn-Pope could sentence 

Foster to serving was 22 years. 
Both charges of burglary 

in the first degree and armed 
robbery are considered violent 
offenses, and carry 15 years to 
life and 10 to 30 years to life, 
respectively. 

Foster will serve a maximum 
of 85 percent of the 22 years 
depending on his actions while 
incarcerated. He has already 
served 1,266 days while await-
ing sentencing– this time will 
be redacted from his overall 
sentence. 

While being held at the Barn-
well County Detention Center 
and then the Aiken County De-
tention Center before sentenc-
ing, Foster’s behavior resulted 
in three contraband charges in 

GBMS teacher 

receives $38,000 in 

music donations,
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Intervening 'angels' help Florida man on journey

See ANGELS, 2A

Randy Reece of Quality Septic Services in Barnwell portrays Cousin Eddie from the "National Lampoon's 

Christmas Vacation" movie during the City of Barnwell's Christmas parade on Saturday, Dec. 3. Find 

more photos from the parade and other Christmas events on pages A4-7 of this edition.

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

'Cousin Eddie's' Barnwell 
Christmas Vacation

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Eric Kirkland, Initiative Coordinator at the South Carolina 

Regional Housing Authority #3 Peggy Kirkland and operator of Eat Street and the Winton Inn, Sunil 

Tch, worked together to aid Charles Leary on his journey from Florida to Virginia. Contributed Photo

“I apologize for 

w h a t  h a p p e n e d 

t o  y o u . . . I  t a k e 

responsibility for it.” 

- Stephon Foster, 

sentenced to 22 years 

for assaulting Vorise 

Peeples in June 2019

Warrants issued after 
shooting leaves one dead

The Barnwell Police Depart-
ment (BPD) is actively inves-
tigating a Sunday morning 
shooting on Hiott Street that 
left one man dead. 

Laventae Thomas, 24, of 
196 Hiott Street, Barnwell, 
was killed in a shooting on 
the morning of Sunday, De-
cember 4, according to Barn-

well County Coroner Denise 
Gibson. 

Hiott Street is located off 
of Caro Kee Lane: both roads 
lead through a mobile home 
community off of Marlboro 
Avenue where the victim was 
shot. 

The victim was located by 
law enforcement inside the 
Hiott Street residence, but 
BPD is st i l l  investigating 
where on the premises the 
shooting itself took place. At 
the time of publication, the 

South Carolina Law Enforce-
ment Division is processing 
forensic evidence found at 
the scene. 

BPD has issued warrants on 
a suspect they believe to be 
involved with the shooting, 
and are actively investigating 
the case further. BPD does 
not have a location on this 
individual as of the morning 
of Tuesday, Dec. 6.

An autopsy is scheduled 
for Tuesday, December 7 in 
Newberry.

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Sheriff's deputies escort Stephon Foster into the Barnwell County 

Courthouse on Nov. 29 for his sentencing hearing. 

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

See SENTENCED, 12A
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T
eachers often 
have to pay for 
classroom deco-

rations, prizes, equip-
ment, and other sup-
plies out of their own 
pockets. Most teachers 
are happy to buy small 
treats, prizes, or some 
decorations for their 
class, but for major ad-
ditions, they seek other 
funding sources. 

Donors Choose is a 
great site where teach-
ers can explain an idea 
for a project and some-
times a person or or-
ganization may decide 
to fund part or all of 
that project. Obviously, 
smaller projects have 
a much likelier chance 
of getting funded than 
huge projects.

Guinyard-Butler Mid-
dle School’s Michael 

Pisacreta is no strang-
er to Donors Choose. 
Starting in 2012, “Mr. 

P”, as he is known by 
his students, has had 26 
projects funded. Most 

of these projects have 
been in the $300 to $700 
range. They have been 
for anything from basic 
music supplies to more 
expensive instruments. 
Many of the projects are 
funded anonymously, 
but Mr. P’s donors have 
also included Bill Gates 
and the Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation. 
His biggest project was 
for about $3,000. That 
all changed this past 
week.

Pisacreta had three 
projects totaling over 
$38,000 totally funded 
last week. Mr. P and 
Guinyard-Butler Middle 
School will be receiving 
16 pianos, 20 ukuleles, 
guitars and lots of gui-
tar accessories and stor-
age. These donations 
will really help provide 
more GBMS students 
a better opportunity to 
explore creating music 
in their music classes.

If you are not familiar 
with Donors Choose, 
teachers submit proj-
ects for funding. After 
the project gets totally 
funded by an organiza-
tion, an individual, or 
by many donations, the 
Donors Choose team 
facilitates the ordering 
and making sure the 
items being funded ac-
tually go to where they 
are meant to go. They 
also reveal all costs in-
volved, so donors can 
be assured that what 
they give goes for what 
it was intended.

After each project 
has been funded, Mr. 
P always writes a note 
of appreciation to the 
donors. On a smaller 
project, he explains why 
these donations are so 
important, especially in 
our area. After getting 
a project funded to help 
students get new reeds 
and cleaning materi-

als that some families 
might not be able to af-
ford, he said, “I know it 
seems like a small thing, 
but to some of my fami-
lies, it's one less finan-
cial burden to worry 
about. Your help is very 
appreciated.” 

In our area, so many 
small expenses put to-
gether with the high 
price of instruments 
might discourage a fam-
ily from pursuing music 
education.

Great job, Michael Pi-
sacreta! I have a feeling 
that this will not be his 
last project funded.

If you would like 
to help local teach-
ers in need, go to do-
norschoose.org. You can 
fund a whole project or 
just make a small dona-
tion towards the project 
of your choice. Lots of 
small donations add up 
to help get big projects 
funded.

GBMS teacher receives $38,000 of music donations

Jeff Miller / Contributing Writer

Michael Pisacreta had three projects funded totaling more 
than $38,000. This includes 16 pianos, and classroom sets 
of ukuleles and guitars for GBMS.
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iff’s Office Lieutenant Eric 
Kirkland, to do a wellness 
check. 

“I couldn’t go home 
and sleep in a warm bed 
and wonder where you 
were. That is somebody’s 
child regardless of any-
thing,” said Kirkland to 
Leary. 

When he received the 
call from his mother, Lt. 
Kirkland began to pass 
on the call to another of-
ficer until he remembered 
Hebrews 13:2. 

Hebrews 13:2 states, 
“Be not forgetful to enter-
tain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained an-
gels unawares,” - a verse 
Leary carried with him as 
he began his travels. 

“When I left Florida, 
I said, ‘God, when you 
have people pick me up, I 
want them to know it’s by 
your spirit,’” said Leary. 

Once Leary got into Lt. 
Kirkland’s car, the two 
began talking and came 
to discuss a matter of com-
mon interest– their rela-
tionship with The Lord. 

“When he got in my 
car, the dialogue and the 
conversation was like 
talking to an angel,” said 
Lt. Kirkland. “We started 
talking, and it was the 
most pleasant conversa-
tion I’ve had in a long 
time. In law enforcement, 
we don't always get those 
types of encounters.”

Lt. Kirkland explained 

as a law enforcement offi-
cer, he refrains from open-
ing the door to certain 
types of conversations 
unless the person he is 
helping opens it first. 

Leary had asked the 
lieutenant if he could pray 
for him, and while sitting 
in Lt. Kirkland’s car, he 
did just that. 

“He prayed in the back 
of my car, and it was 
Earth-shattering, it really 
was,” said Lt. Kirkland, 
who said Leary’s prayer 
brought him to tears. 

Lt. Kirkland then called 
his mother back, who 
immediately sprang into 
action. 

Kirkland is able to keep 
doing this work largely 
impart of the support 
and dedication of Robert 
Thomas, the executive 
director of the South Car-
olina Regional Housing 
Authority #3. Kirkland 
explains Thomas’ contin-
ued support and encour-
agement allows her to 
tackle projects aimed at 
community outreach and 
lend a hand to individuals 
directly, like Leary. 

As the initiative co-
ordinator at the South 
Carolina Regional Hous-
ing Authority #3, Peggy 
Kirkland knows firsthand 
how scarce emergency 
housing is in Barnwell 
County and the systemic 
challenges unhoused or 
displaced people face. 

Sunil Tch noticed this 
pattern too and was com-
pelled to be a part of the 
solution. Tch manages 
the restaurant Eat Street 
as well as the Winton Inn 
in Barnwell, and opens 
the doors to the Inn ev-
ery time he receives a 
call from a community 
partner. 

A few years ago, Peggy 
Kirkland and Tch began 
working together to give 
those in need a place to 
stay for a night or even 
a few. 

Their relationship be-
gan due to Kirkland’s 
fear of tornadoes, which 
her  son jokingly  ex-
plained. If there is a tor-
nado projected to pass 
through Barnwell Coun-
ty, you can find Kirkland 
hunkering down at the 
Winton Inn. 

Tch and Kirkland grew 
this partnership from aid-
ing the South Carolina Re-
gional Housing Author-
ity #3 to the Department 
of Social Services, the 
Department of Juvenile 
Justice, the Cumbee Cen-
ter, American Red Cross, 
surrounding churches, 
and local law enforcement 
agencies.  

“This partnership elim-
inates a lot of the red 
tape,” said Tch. 

Tch explains displaced 
people who are without 
proof of identification, 
money to make a deposit 

or card to keep on file, 
are often denied rooms at 
other motels or hotels due 
to the lack of these items. 

“All it takes is Ms. Kirk-
land or anyone from law 
enforcement to call, even 
the churches, too,” said 
Tch. “Just call.” 

Both Tch and Kirkland 
see an urgent need for 
emergency housing in 
Barnwell County, and 
developed this solution to 
fill the gap while working 
toward that goal. 

Before meeting the 
Kirklands, Leary politely 
denied assistance from 
those who made efforts to 
help along his journey. In-
stead, he would ask if he 
could pray for them and 
that they continue making 
gracious acts throughout 
their life. 

“We never realize the 
impact that people make 
in other people’s lives,” 
said Leary, who finds a 
conversation or a prayer 
to be greater than any 
material goods. 

“I may not have a lot of 
material possessions, but 
I’m in the will of God. I’d 
rather be in the will of 
God than have anything 
else,” said Leary.

L e a r y  h o p e s  m o r e 
people will make daily 
efforts to grow their re-
lationship with God and 
trust the path He has laid 
for them. 

Sheriff Steve Griffith 

was eager to meet with 
Leary to hear about his 
travels when the Kirk-
lands met with Leary and 
The People-Sentinel at Eat 
Street, however, due to an 
emergency he was unable 
to make it. 

“ B a r n w e l l  C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s Office is always 
here  to  help people , 
and we will  continue 
to do that,” said Sheriff 
Griffith, who asked Lt. 
Kirkland to give Leary 
his well wishes.

During Leary’s time at 
the Winton Inn, Kirkland 

and Lt. Kirkland provided 
him with meals from Eat 
Street and then a ride to 
the bus station in Colum-
bia to finish the rest of his 
trip to Virginia. 

Kirkland purchased his 
bus ticket and packed him 
a lunch for the ride, before 
she and her son brought 
him to the station. 

“I’ve been in law en-
forcement for 31 years, 
and I’ve never had an 
encounter like the one I’ve 
had with Charles,” said 
Lt. Kirkland. “It was God 
working.”

Angels: Florida man grateful to Barnwell "angels" for help along journey FROM PAGE 1A
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The Williston Town 
Council met Nov. 14 to 
determine dates for up-
coming events, set pro-
cedures to fill the vacant 
council seat, and recog-
nize individuals who 
stand on the frontlines of 
local emergencies. 

Vacant Seat 
The special election 

to fill the vacant coun-
cil seat will be held on 
January 31, 2023. This 
comes after the unex-
pected death of Council-
man William Toney on 
August 23.

Although state law 
requires an election to 
be held on the thirteenth 
Tuesday after the va-
cancy occurs, it also al-
lows for municipalities 
to change this election 
date if  complications 
arise. 

The thirteenth Tues-
day after this date would 
have fallen on Novem-
ber 22. Conversations 
between the Barnwell 
County Voter Registra-
tion and Elections Office 
and town officials deter-
mined November 22 is 
too close to the holidays 
to hold an election. 

Ordinance #2022-03 
states this is permissible 
as “the Town has good 
and valid reason to de-
lay said special election 
until January 31, 2023: to 
allow for the emergence 
of candidates, to save 
tremendous effort and 
expense of  the Town 
in conducting a special 
election and instead hav-
ing the Barnwell County 
Voter Registration and 
Elections Office conduct 
the election as it rou-
tinely does.” 

Fi l ing wil l  be  held 
January 5 to January 
16, 2023. The last day to 

register to vote for this 
election is December 31, 
2022, if you are already 
not a registered voter. 

Town Hall Holiday 
Hours 

In December, the town 
hall will be closed after 
noon on Thursday, De-
cember 22 and closed 
completely on Friday the 
23 and Monday the 26. 

For New Years,  the 
town hall will be closed 
on December 30  and 
January 2.  

First Responder Rec-
ognition 

In an effort to highlight 
all the good happening 
in Williston, Mayor Brett 
Williams and the coun-
cil recognized the first 
responders dedicated to 
keeping Williston safe. 

Williston Fire Depart-
ment (WFD) Chief John 
Melton, Williston Po-

lice Department (WPD) 
Deputy  Chie f  Roger 
Kaney, retired Barnwell 
Fire Coordinator and 
WFD Captain  Timbo 
Wil l iams,  f i re f ighter 
Christian Wright, As-
sistant WFD Chief Josh 
Fields, and firefighter 
TC Crumley were all 
thanked by Mayor Wil-
liams and council mem-
bers for their continued 
work. 

Jo Owens of the Order 
of the Eastern Star group 
presented the Williston 
Fire Department a check 
for $150. This funding 
came f rom proceeds 
from the recent Williston 
Craft and Vendor Fair. 

Owens plays a ma-
j o r  r o l e  i n  b r i n g i n g 
this event to fruition 
each year, and explic-
itly thanked Williston 
resident David Hall for 

his help in making it 
happen. Hall was also 
presented a check in ap-
preciation for his efforts 
by Owens. 

Litter Pickup
Wi l l i s t o n  r e s i d e n t 

Margo Huggins spoke 
before the council on 
behalf  of  Keep Barn-
well County Beautiful, a 
branch of the statewide 
Palmetto Pride program. 

Huggins explained she 
recently canvased roads 
in Williston and noted 
roughly 15 stretches of 
road in need of litter 
removal: some of which 
include Harley Road, 
Shuler Street, and Dicks 
Street. 

Keep Barnwell Coun-
ty Beautiful volunteers 
plan to potentially target 
these areas and more at 
their upcoming Winter 
Wipeout on December 

10. It is yet to be deter-
mined the exact areas 
volunteers will tackle. 

The Winter Wipeout 
is a mass effort to clean 
the streets from litter. 
Keep Barnwell County 
Beautiful organizers are 
looking for volunteers, 
such as students in need 
of volunteer hours for 
school. 

For more information 
about the Winter Wipe-
out  and how to be a 
part of keeping Barn-
well County clean, con-
tact Barnwell County 
Councilman Ben Kinlaw 
at bccd5kinlaw@gmail.
com. 

Upcoming Events 
Christmas festivities 

in Williston is only one 
week away, and town 
officials are gearing up 
for a merry season. 

Williston’s Tree Light-
ing Ceremony will be 
held on Saturday, De-
cember 10 at 5:30 p.m. 
with Reverend Jeremiah 
Land of Press Church 
presenting the Christmas 
Story. At this event the 
Citizen of the Year will 
be announced, Santa will 
make a visit, and there 
“might even be a rein-
deer this year,” accord-
ing to Mayor Williams. 

The Christmas parade is 
Sunday, Dec. 11 at 4 p.m. 

The Citizen of the Year 
Banquet will  be held 
closer to January and 
February. This year, the 

banquet will be honor-
ing the 2020, 2021, and 
2022 Citizen of the Year 
as the COVID pandemic 
canceled the event in 
previous years. 

The sixth annual DIG 
STEM Festival is set to 
be held on May 6, 2023. 

The  Wil l i s ton  Disc 
Golf Club is scheduled 
to hold four upcoming 
PDGA sanctioned tour-
naments in the new year. 
All will be held at the 
Williston Town Park. 

The  f i r s t  d i sc  go l f 
tournament of 2023, The 
Williston Ice Bowl, will 
be held on January 14. 
Springtime at Williston 
will be held on April 8, 
the second annual Wil-
l iston Classic will  be 
held on July 1, and the 
Williston Disc Fever will 
be held on September 2. 

Administrator’s Re-
port 

The Town of Willis-
ton is set to renew their 
insurance in 2023 for 
$83,000,  according to 
Administrator Mike Bea-
sley, who feels this is a 
good rate for municipali-
ties in light of the recent 
statewide increase. 

It raised this year due 
to a 13.7 percent state 
increase in municipal-
ity insurance costs. In 
previous years the cost 
remained in  the  $70 
thousands, according to 
Administrator Beasley. 

Some factors that im-
pact the insurance rates 
for municipalities are 
general modification and 
auto liability. This set 
cost for 2023 can be im-
pacted by claims made 
before the end of the 
year. 

Administrator Beas-
ley also explained the 
Williston Police Depart-
ment filed for a $4,000 
grant from the Municipal 
Associat ion of  South 
Carolina which the town 
matched. He hopes to aid 
in the fire department 
applying for upcoming 
similar grants. 

Williston council recognizes first responders

Jody Moody, Assistant WFD Chief Josh Fields, Williston Fire Department Chief John Melton, and firefighter TC Crumley 
accept a check from the Williston Craft and Vendor Event held in October. 

Members and 
non-members are 
invited to sign up

for the

7th Annual 
Reindeer Run
December 17!
This is a great run or walk 

for the whole family! 
Most festively dressed to 
receive prizes! New out 
and back route across 
Lake Edgar Brown will 

provide beautiful scenery 
as you jingle all the way 

to the fi nish!
Register online by 

scanning the QR code

or by calling

803-450-4151

BARNWELL COUNTY FAMILY YMCA
7th Annual Reindeer Run 5K
December 17, 2022

Sheriff Steve Griffith 

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
 

Barnwell County Sheriff's Office currently has job openings for a 
School Resource Officer in Barnwell School District 45  

and Jefferson Davis Academy.  
 

These jobs require a Class 1 Law Enforcement certification.  
School Resource Officer Certification will need to be obtained  

at the first available opportunity.  
 

The starting salary for a class 1 certified LE Deputy will be  
$41,200.00/yr. with a take home vehicle, County benefits and  

educational opportunities at a discounted rate with Faulkner University.  
 

All qualified applicants, please apply by completing  
an application online using this link:  

https://www.barnwellcountysc.us/Jobs.aspx  
or in person at Barnwell County Sheriff's Office located at  

599 Joey Zorn Blvd., Barnwell, SC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Retired Barnwell Fire Coordinator and WFD Captain Timbo Williams, Williston Fire 
Department Chief John Melton, Williston Police Department Deputy Chief Roger Kaney, 
firefighter Christian Wright, Assistant WFD Chief Josh Fields, and firefighter TC Crumley. 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

������

����� ���� ������� ��
����� ������� ����� ����� ��

����� ������� ��
�������� ����� 
����� ��

��������� ������� ��
��
		 ����� ���������� ��


����
���� ������� ��
������� ����� ����������� ��


�����
���� 	���� ������� ��
����������� ����� ������������ ��

������� ������� ������� ��
������ ����
�� �������� ��

������� 
������� ������� ��
��
����� ������� ����	��� ��

��������� ���� ���� ������� ��
���� ���� ������� ���������� ��


������� ���� ������� ��
������ ������� ���� ���� ��


������ 	���� ������� ��
���� ������� ������­� ��

������� ������� ������� ��
�� ����� ������� �������� ��

�		������� ��� �		������ 
����
���������� ���� �� ����� �� ���

����� ����������  ��� �� ��������
����� �� ������­� ������� ���

���� ���� �� �	��� �� �
���� ��
����������� �� ������� 	���
���� ���� 
���� ���� ���� ��

�������������� ��
������������

AG-0003364030-01

Ken Beatty sworn in 
on BCCSD board

Williston resident Ken Beatty took the oath of office on Thursday, Dec. 1 to become the 
District 2 member of the Barnwell County Consolidated School Board. He was sworn in by 
Barnwell County Clerk of Court Rhonda McElveen. Pictured from left to right: McElveen, 
Beatty, board member Ethel Faust, board member Ronnie Brown, board member Liana 
Orr, board member Tim Scott, and Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw. 
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Christmas 
spirit parades 

through 
Barnwell ...

The Circle was filled 
with holiday spirit 

at the City of Barnwell’s 
annual Christmas pa-
rade and tree lighting. 

This year, the Christ-
mas tree has been do-
nated by Emmet and 
Caitlin Black in hon-
or of their two sons, 
Leo Adrian Black and 
Jayden Colt Black. The 
lights for the tree were 
lit by the oldest brother, 
Leo. 

Before the tree illu-
minated downtown, 
parade winners were 
announced. Judges Jon-
athon Donaldson, Joe 
Owens, and Tony Car-
son had quite the selec-
tion to choose from as 
over 20 floats, golf carts, 
cars, and even two mon-
ster trucks made their 
way through the Circle. 

In the front of the pa-
rade was community 
member Doreatha G. 
Bishop, who was celebrat-
ing her 108th birthday. 

Winning the award 
for the most Fabulous 
Float was Quality Sep-
tic, as owner Randy 
Reece depicted a bath-
robed scene from the 
movie “National Lam-
poon’s Christmas Vaca-
tion.” 

The Barnwell High 
School JROTC took 
home the win for being 
the parade’s Wonderful 
Walkers.

The title of Coolest 
Car was awarded to 
Joseph Wenzel, Grand 
Golf Cart was awarded 
to Barnwell Baton & 
Dance, and Marvelous 
Motorcycle was award-
ed to Hope Community 
Church. 

The award for Whop-
pin Wheelers & other 
Unique Vehicles was 
won by Twitty’s Mud 

Bog, who brought one of 
their signature monster 
trucks. 

Pickens Williams Sr. 
was named Citizen of 
the Year for his contin-
ued dedication to the 
community and Creech 
Automotive was named 
Business of the Year. 
Both were awarded a 
symbolic key to the city 
and a plaque. 

After the parade, the 
songs, and the speech-
es, excited children and 
their spectating parents 
gathered to revel in a 
once-a-year occasion – 
snowfall. 

Children laughed and 
danced together as fake 
snow fell from the night 
sky lit only by lights on 
the Christmas tree. Al-
though this was the end 
of the events for Barn-
well’s 2022 Christmas 
festivities, the memory 
of those falling fake 
snowflakes will last a 
lifetime. 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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... then 
lights up 

downtown

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Barnwell City Administrator Lynn McEwen (right) with Teen Miss 

Aiken County Nakoma Madyun and Miss Barnwell County Teen 

USA Anna Kate Richardson. 

Snow brought smiles to the faces of children and adults.
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Winnie Syrup

Age

About
4 months

Wonderful Winnie is a Lab mix weighing 
right at 25lbs and is expected to be 
around 45lbs when full grown!! She 
has had all of her vaccinations and 

has been spayed. This sweetheart still 
thinks she’s a lap dog and still loves 

cuddles  !! Winnie is a playful soul that 
loves to have kids around to play with 
and she’ll even share your love with 
other dogs. She’ll make a wonderful 

dog for a special family and can’t wait to 
find her FUREVER home!!

Age

About
4 months

Sweet Syrup is a black 
lab mix who is 25 lbs. 
She has been spayed 
and received all of her 

vaccinations. Syrup 
does great with other 
dogs and kids she is 

very playful and loves 
toys. She loves playing 
with her siblings, Maple 
and Pancake and other 
dog friends. She is not 
shy at all and will love 

on anyone

Maple Galaxy

Age

About
4 months

Marvelous Maple- She is the sister to 
Syrup. She is a brown lab mix who 
is about 25-30 lbs. She has been 

spayed and is heartworm negative. 
She loves attention and playing with 
toys. She is dog friendly and would 

make a great family member to 
anyone. 

Age

About
1 Year Old

Galaxy is a Boston Terrier Staffy Mix 
male that has stolen the hearts of 
many!! He has been neutered and 

received all of his vaccinations. Gal-
axy has a heart that’s out of this  and 
loves everyone he meets! He’ll gladly 
share your love with your other pets 

and is amazing with children. At 45lbs 
he’s a gentle giant that has so much 
to offer his FUREVER home. I know 
the employees at BCAS will hate to 
see him leave but Galaxy is ready to 

meet “his family”!

Moosey

Austin
Age

About
3 Years Old

Meet Modest Moosey. He is a Dal-
matian/Lab mix weighing in at 45lbs. 

He has been vaccinated and is on the 
schedule to be neutered. This sweet 

fella is a gentle giant who is great with 
other dogs and so gentle with kids! He 
loves to play and give cuddles and will 

make a wonderful dog for a special 
family!

Age

About
2 Years Old

Y’all look at this handsome fella ฀. Austin
is a staffy mix that weighs about 45lbs 

and has the cutest heart shaped spot on 
his nose!! He’s a total gentleman and is 
wonderful with kids but is very protective 
over whoever “his person” is, so Austin 
would have to be the only pet to receive 
all the love. He’s very playful and would 
love to have a fenced in yard to run free 
on. Austin is UTD on his vaccines and 
has been neutered. He can’t wait for 

someone to claim him as their furbaby!!

Witcher

Yoda

Age

About
2 Years Old

Warmhearted Witcher is a solid white staffy terrier 
mix who is 40 lbs. Witcher is a very sweet and loving 

dog. He has a high energy level and loves to run. 
He does great with other dogs and kids. He is an 

amazing dog who is in desperate need of finding his 
forever home.

Age

About
2 Years Old

The first thing you notice when you 
see Yoda is her ears,  but is much 

more to this sweet girl. Yoda is a gray 
hound mix and is around 25lbs. This 
girl is a little shy at first, but when she 
comes out her shell, she’s the most 

playful thing ever  !! She is wonderful 
with kids and other dogs and will 

make someone so happy!! She loves 
the outdoors and is obsessed with 

squirrel watching. 

Pancake

JumperAge

About
Unknown

Perfect Pancake’s owner passed away 
and she ended up in our care. She is a 
really sweet girl. She can be shy at first 
but once she gets to know you, she is 
a total love bug. She is up to date on 

all her shots and on the schedule to be 
spayed. She is an amazing girl who is 
in desperate need to meet her forever 

family.

Age

About
6 Years Old

Joyful Jumper: Jumper is a border collie 
mix who is great with other dogs and 
kids. He has a high energy level and 

loves to jump when he gets happy. He is 
an amazing dog looking for his furever 

home.

Snickers

Roselina

Age

About
3 Years Old

Everybody loves a Snickers!!
Snickers is a great dog, who loves 

kids and other dogs. He’s ap-
proximately 3-years-old and a mixed 
breed. He’s up to date on all shots 
and is on the schedule to be neu-

tered. Snickers loves to run around 
playing outside and is a sweet loving 
outgoing boy ! Help Snickers find his 

FUREVER home!!

Smurfette

Blossom

Age

                           About
5 Months Old

Smurfette is a brindle boxer mix 
female. She is good with other 
dogs and has been housed with 

others while in the shelter. She is shy 
but friendly and likes attention.

Age

About
5 Months Old

Blossom is Smurfette’s 
sister. She is also a 
brindle female. She 

has the same soft shy 
temperament.  Blossom 
is good with other dogs 
and enjoys petting and 

attention. 

Foxy

Powder

Age

About
3-4 Months Old

Foxy is a German shepherd 
mix. She gets along with other 
dogs and is very playful. She 

enjoys toys and attention. 
She would be a great family 

addition. 

Age

About
1 Year Old

Powder is a shy female shepherd mix. 
She is good with other dogs. She is still 

getting used to the shelter environ-
ment. She’s a beautiful girl to consider 

as a new member of your family for 
Christmas. 

Mavis

Age

About
7-8 Month Old

Mavis is a sweetheart who loves 
children, other dogs, and to play with 

her people. She would make any home 
brighter with her personality. She is has 

already been spayed. 

Ivy

Autumn

Age

About
3 Years Old

Ivy is a mix breed female that has 
already been spayed. She has lived 
for four months at their foster’s home 
where she goes on walks in the field 
which she loves. She gets along well 

with the foster’s own dogs. She is high 
energy and very loving. Ivy is about 
40-45 lbs and heartworm negative. 

Age

About
3 Years Old

Autumn is Ivy’s sister. She is also 
spayed and in a home with a foster. She 
enjoys her runs in the open field and the 
attention she gets daily from her foster. 
She is about 40 lbs and heartworm free. 
She’s high energy and good with other 

dogs. 

Truffle

Age

About
2-3 Years Old

Truffle is a female terrier mix. She has 
been treated for heartworms and is on 
preventative. She is high energy and 
will need a home with lots of room to 

run and play. She gets along with other 
dogs. She is currently in a foster home 

where she is let out with other dogs 
daily. She needs someone adventurous 

that will expel her energy daily. 

Age

About
8-10 Weeks Old

Roselina is a mix 
lab breed. She is a 

sweetheart and loves 
to play with anyone 
and anything. She is 
good with other ani-
mals and cats. She 
would make a great 

family addition. 

Adoption DayAdoption Day
December 10 | Noon-2pmDecember 10 | Noon-2pm

Tractor Supply of 

Tractor Supply of 

Barnwell
Barnwell

Partnering with 
Partnering with 

Barnwell County 
Barnwell County 

Animal Shelter
Animal Shelter

Tractor Supply 

parking lot.

Come for pic-

tures with Santa 

as well!



The People-Sentinel • Wednesday, December 7, 2022 • Page 7A

Merry Christmas! 

Oh Christmas Tree 
 

The invocation was led and scriptures were read before the citizens of Kline joined together in song at the town’s annual Christmas celebration held on December 4th at the 
town hall. 
 
The crowd was moved to sing “This Little Light of Mine” after hearing the Christmas Message delivered by Reverend Lisa Way. Rev. Way spoke of the light that God shines 
into each of our lives and how it drives out any darkness seeping in. Her words moved the crowd to a musical expression of how their lives have been impacted by The Lord. 
 
Musical performances such as “Silent Night,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” and “Feliz Navidad” were brought by the Kids for Christ Choir, the Community Youth Choir, and the 
Central Circuit Charge Choir. 

This Little Light  
of  Kline 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birthday

Emmorie Carnahan celebrated her second birthday on December 3, 2022.

Emmorie Carnahan 

celebrates 2nd birthday 

Emmorie Carnahan celebrated her second birthday on December 3, 
2022. She was born on December 3, 2020. 

She is the daughter of Zach and Tara Carnahan of Barnwell. 
She is the baby sister of Alexa, Macie and Brycen.

The Rotary Club of Barnwell County is sponsoring 
its annual Secret Santa program.

If you (or your business, organization or church) 
are interested in sponsoring a child for Secret 
Santa, please email BarnwellRotary@gmail.com, 
contact any Rotarian you may know, or call Lynn 
S. McEwen at 803-300-2083.

Deliver your Secret Santa gifts to one of the 
following locations between now and December 9:
-Blackville Town Hall
-Williston Town Hall
-Barnwell School District 45 (Hagood Ave. office)
-SRP Federal Credit Union (Barnwell branch)
From Dec. 13-14, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., packages may 
be delivered to the Barnwell Primary School 
Hagood Ave. Gym in Barnwell. All gifts are to be 
in no later than Dec. 14 by 6 p.m. so they can be 
distributed to children. 

Wedding

Marcus Schroeder and Hannah Buwalda were united in marriage on Nov. 19, 2022.

Hannah Buwalda, 
Marcus Schroeder

Hannah Buwalda of Florence and Marcus Schroeder of Darlington were 
united in marriage on November 19, 2022 at Church at Sandhurst. The 

Rev. Daniel Miles officiated.
The bride was given in marriage by her father, Peter Buwalda. 
The bride’s dress was a white off the shoulder A-line. The bride carried a 

bouquet of sunflowers and pansies.
Rachel Buwalda served as matron of honor.
Bridesmaids were: Amber Buwalda (sister-in-law), Alexis Lewis (friend), 

Deanna Smith (friend), and Izzy Groves (friend)
Claire Miles served as flower girl.
David Buwalda served as ring bearer.
Bruce Hayslett was best man.
Groomsmen were: Jonathan Kyler (friend), Lucas Shychuk (friend), Nathan 

Buwalda (future brother-in-law), and Thomas Levister (friend).
Following the wedding a reception was held at Church at Sandhurst.
The bride is the daughter of Peter and Darla Buwalda of Hilda, S.C. She is 

a 2018 graduate of Buwalda Home School and is employed by Child Evan-
gelism Fellowship Heart of the Palmetto Chapter.

The groom is the son of Tron Hayslett of Davenport, Iowa and Jessica Hoff-
man of Darlington, S.C. He is a 2019 graduate of Mayo High School. He is em-
ployed by McDonald’s and is a full-time student at Francis Marion University. 

Following a wedding trip to Myrtle Beach, the couple will reside in Florence, S.C.

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.



BLACKVILLE - Funeral 
services for Jimmy Fred-
erick Morris, 86, of Hol-
man’s Bridge were held at 
2 p.m. Monday, December 
5, 2022 at Mt. Calvary Bap-
tist Church with burial in 
the church cemetery; the 
Reverends David Turner 
and Paul Locke offici-
ated. The family received 
friends one hour prior to 
the service at the church 
on Monday. Memorials 
may be given to Gideon’s 
International, P.O. Box 86, 
Williston, S.C. 29853. 

Jimmy passed away 
on Thursday, December 
1, 2022.

Born in Bamberg Coun-
ty, he was the son of the 
late Bennie Morris and 
Luree Still Morris. Jimmy 
worked at Milliken for 10 
years as a Maintenance 
Supervisor and retired 
from the Barnwell County 
School District as Mainte-
nance Supervisor where 
he worked for 33 years 
and also taught shop for 
two years. He owned and 

operated Morris Heating 
and Electric for 35 years 
and served in the Army 
National Guard. Jimmy 
was a member of Mt. 
Calvary Baptist Church 
where he served as a Dea-
con, music director, Sun-
day school teacher, also 
served on the building 
and grounds committee 
and was a former ladies 
softball coach. He was a 
member of the Denmark 
Lions Club, was on the 
Holman’s Bridge Board 
of Directors, “The River” 
and was an avid Clemson 
Tiger Fan.

Survivors include his 

loving wife of 66 years, 
Opal Bolen Morris of the 
home; son, Jamie (Pam) 
Morris of West Richland, 
Washington; daughter, 
Renee Morris of Holman’s 
Bridge; grandchildren Al-
exa Morris (Kris) Morton, 
Madison Morris (Eric) 
Brule’, Gabriela Morris 
(Brandon) Quam; great-
grandchildren Jayden 
Morton, Paityn Morton, 
Kaleb James Morton, 
Grant Malcolm Brule’; bo-
nus grandchildren Geor-
giaAnne Craig and Re-
becca Bolen; sister, Shelvy 
Jean Snead of Pasadena, 
Maryland; dear friend who 
Jimmy mentored Marion 
Harley; a number of nieces 
and nephews; his yorkie 
“Tank” and grand-dogs 
“Grizzly” and “Roxy”.     

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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WILLISTON - Funeral 
services for the Honorable 
George Lawrence Inabi-
net, 77, of Williston, were 
held at 3 o’clock p.m., Fri-
day, December 2, 2022 at 
the Williston First Baptist 
Church with Dr. Stephen 
Burnette officiating; burial 
was in the Williston Cem-
etery. Pallbearers were 
Bill Frederick, Taylor In-
abinet, Fate Wall, Kevin 
Wall, Parker Wall, and 
Michael Yelton. Honorary 
Pallbearers were Eugene 
Abner, Horace Abner, 
Tom Boulware, Jerold 
Jernigan, Tommy Rivers, 
and Mickey Yelton. The 
family will receive friends 
from 1:30 until the time of 
the service at the church 
on Friday. Memorial con-
tributions may be given to 
the Williston First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 365, Wil-
liston, SC 29853. 

Larry passed away on 
Tuesday, November 29, 
2022.

Born in Charleston, he 
was a son of the late James 
A. Inabinet and Agnes 
Givens Inabinet. He was an 
active member of the Wil-
liston First Baptist Church 
where he served as chair-
man of the Finance Com-
mittee. He was a graduate 
of Williston-Elko High 
School, the Citadel and 
received his Juris Doctor-
ate from the University 
of South Carolina. Larry 
served in the U.S. Army 
Reserve from 1967 to 1975. 
He was in private law prac-
tice for many years before 

being elected in 1983 as a 
Family Court Judge in the 
Second Judicial Circuit. 
Larry enjoyed fishing and 
fellowshipping with his 
family and friends, but 
he truly enjoyed spend-
ing time with his three 
grandsons.

Survivors include his 
wife of 53 years, Judith 
Bolen Inabinet; his chil-
dren, George Lawrence 
“Beau” (Amy) Inabinet 
Jr. and their son, Taylor of 
Mt. Pleasant; Rachel (Jer-
emy) Wall and their sons, 
Parker and Fate of Willis-
ton; two brothers, James 
Ronald “Ronnie” (Lynn) 
Inabinet of Williston and 
William Douglas “Doug” 
Inabinet of Springfield.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc. and Crematory as-
sistied the family with 
arrangements. Visit the 
online registry at www.
folkfuneralhome.com.
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George Lawerence Inabinet 
WILLISTON - Funeral 

services for Mary Glover 
Robinson, 65, of Wil-
liston, will be held at 1 
o’clock p.m., Saturday, 
December 10, 2022 in 
the Folk Funeral Home 
Chapel, Williston, with 
the Reverend Bever-
ly Ashley officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends one hour prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home on Saturday. 

Mary passed away on 
Thursday, December 1, 
2022.

B o r n  i n  B a r n w e l l 
County,  Mary was a 
daughter  of  the  late 
Harry and Charlotte 
Glover and was mar-
ried to the late Willis 
Robinson Sr. She previ-
ously attended Church 

of Christ and worked for 
many years at Meeting 
on Main. Mary enjoyed 
cooking,  l istening to 
music, watching TV, and 
shopping.

Survivors include her 
sons, Willis Anthony 
Robinson Jr. and Henery 
Brown, both of Willis-
ton; her granddaughter, 
Alexis Johnson; great-

grandson, Jersey Jen-
kins; niece, Charlotte 
Glover; a special sister/
cousin, Diane (Robert) 
Dicks ;  goddaughter , 
Ashauna Hosey; spe-
cial cousins, Natasha 
Roudolph (George) and 
Annie Dicks.

In addition to her hus-
band, Willis Robinson 
Sr., she was preceded 
in death by her sisters, 
Joyce and Helen Glover; 
her younger brother, a 
granddaughter and her 
nephew, Terrell Glover.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc. and Crematory is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. Visit the 
online registry at www.
folkfuneralhome.com.
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Mary Glover Robinson

Jimmy Frederick Morris 

BLACKVILLE - Funer-
al services for Sue Lynn 
Ottinger Martin Frierson, 
57, of Blackville, were 
held at 2 o’clock p.m., 
Saturday, December 3, 
2022 in the Folk Funeral 
Home Chapel, Williston, 
with the Reverend Roger 
Allen officiating. The 
family received friends 
one hour prior to the 
service on Saturday at 
the funeral home. Memo-
rial contributions may 

be given to Folk Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 367, Wil-
liston, S.C. 29853. 

Sue passed away on 
November 29, 2022.

Born in Moncks Cor-
ner, she was the daughter 
of the late Rae Ottinger 
Sr. and Judith Elaine 
Dawson Ottinger. She 
was a member of New 
Beginnings Fellowship. 
She previously worked 
as a store clerk at Bi-Rite 
in Williston and Barnwell 
and at Dollar General. 
Sue enjoyed singing ka-
raoke. 

Survivors include her 
f iancé,  Will iam Leon 
Randall; children, Wil-
liam (Alexis) Martin III 
of Kershaw County, S.C., 
Bridget Martin of Mar-
tinsville, WV, Aronda 
Frierson of Blackville, 

S.C., Stephanie Snead 
( Joshua) of Barnwell, 
S.C., and Angelia Fri-
erson of Barnwell, S.C.; 
grandchi ldren Anna, 
Collin, Mira, Destiny, 
Kira, Christian, Kam’ron, 
Dominic, Landon, Kay-
lee, Jaycee and Zayne; 
brothers, Rae Ottinger Jr. 
(Carol) of Coward, S.C., 
Steve Ottinger (Lorraine) 
of Oklahoma City, OK; 
father of the children, 
Jackie Lee Frierson of 
Barnwell, S.C.; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc. and Crematory as-
sisted the family with 
arrangements. Visit the 
online registry at www.
folkfuneralhome.com. 
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Sue Frierson

BARNWELL - Donna 
Latham Pyle, 74, of Barn-
well, passed away No-
vember 30th, 2022. 

She was born in St. 
Louis, MO, on Novem-
ber 7th, 1948, to the late 
Raymond and Laverne 
Latham. She was a lov-
ing wife, mother, and 
grandmother and at-
tended Seven Pines 
Baptist Church.

She is survived by 
her husband, Edward 
Pyle of Barnwell; sis-
ter, Sandy Dorf of San 

Dimas, CA; grandchil-
dren, Tiffany Evans and 

Robert Evans Jr. She is 
preceded in death by 
her son, Robert Evans 
Sr., and twin brother, 
Don Latham.

A memorial service 
will be held on Decem-
ber 15th, 2022, at 3 p.m. 
at Seven Pines Baptist 
Church in Barnwell.

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell is in charge of 
the arrangements. Sign 
the online guestbook at 
molefh.com. 
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Paul Wayne “Bogie” 
Morris, 78, passed away 
on November 27th, 2022 
in Manning. He was born 
on October 1st, 1944 to 
the late Beo Morris and 
Flossie Bell Morris Kinard 
in Barnwell.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Amy M. Del-
gadillo of Kline; sisters, 
Arlene M. (Clyde) Hoover 
of Orangeburg and Abbie 

Jean Morris of Paxville; 
grandchildren, Brittany 
(Christian) Hargrove, Ga-
brila Delgadillo, Bryston 
Delgadillo, Samantha Del-
gadillo, and Marco Delga-
dillo of Barnwell; as well 
as 7 great-grandchildren.

He is preceded in death 
by a sister, Martha Lee.

A visitation was held 
Thursday,  December 
1st, 2022 from 1-2 p.m. 

at Friendship Baptist 
Church, with funeral ser-
vices beginning at 2 p.m. 
with Rev. Farrell Ray of-
ficiating. Burial followed 
in the Friendship Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 

Mole Funeral Home 
assisted the family. Sign 
the online guestbook at 
molefh.com. 
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Paul Wayne “Bogie” Morris

Donna Latham Pyle

Virginia Garvin
GEORGIA - Virginia 

Jones Garvin, age 84, 
of Franklin, Georgia, 
passed away on Tues-
day morning, Novem-
ber 15, 2022. She was 
born March 22, 1938, in 
Blackville, South Caro-
lina, the daughter of 
the late Freddie Jones 
and the late Iris Martin 
Jones. She was a long-
time member of Glen-
loch Baptist Church. 

In addition to her par-
ents, she was also pre-
ceded in death by her 
loving husband, Dewey 
“Frontis” Garvin, and her 

brother, Lowell Jones. 
She is survived by her 

sister, Duma Stover of 
Barnwell, South Caro-
lina, and several nieces 
and nephews. 

In keeping with her 
wishes, her body has 
been cremated and her 
memorial service was 
held on Monday, De-
cember 5, 2022, at 2 p.m. 
from Glenloch Baptist 
Church with Pastor Neil 
Awbrey and Mr. Terry 
Harper officiating. 

Messages of condo-
lences can be sent to the 
family at www.martin-
hightower.com. Martin 
and Hightower Heri-
tage Chapel has charge 
of the arrangements.
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Sentenced: Stephon Foster sentenced to 22 years after pleading guilty FROM PAGE 1A

December 2020, September 
2021, and February 2022.

One incident involving 
Foster resulted in a jail 
employee being terminat-
ed for their involvement 
in coordinating conjugal 
visits between Foster and 
a female inmate. These 
visits between the two 
inmates resulted in the 
conception of twins, ac-
cording to Foster in a state-
ment made during the 
sentencing hearing. 

Another incident was 
detailed by Deputy Solici-
tor Miller, who explained 
Foster coordinated a plan 
on a recorded phone line 
with someone on the out-
side for him and fellow 
inmates to receive unre-
dacted or read mail while 
at the Aiken County De-
tention Center. 

To do this, he instructed 
the individual to purchase 
a legal notice stamp and 
list the return address as 
any attorney’s office in 
Aiken County. Privileged 
mail (from legal represen-
tatives or council) cannot 

be inspected by prison of-
ficials, unlike letters from 
loved ones. 

Deputy Solicitor Miller 
also detailed an incident 
involving contraband 
where Foster stored items 
in his anal cavity. 

All contraband charges 
were dismissed as part of 

the plea deal. 
When first arrested on 

June 13, 2019, Foster was 
charged with first degree 
burglary, kidnapping, 
armed robbery, attempted 
murder, grand larceny, as-
sault and battery of a high 
and aggravated nature, and 
weapons law violations. 

“At this time, I thank 
God that I’m still able to 
stand and speak,” said 
Peeples at the sentencing 
hearing when giving her 
statement. 

Peeples detailed her at-
tack in June 2019 as she 
spoke to both the court-
room and to Foster. 

“His red shirt was red 
with my blood,” said Pee-
ples as she explained how 
she tried to defend herself 
from the swings of Foster’s 
knife. 

“When he tied me to the 
chair, that’s when he really 
stabbed me on my hips,” 
said Peeples. 

During the attack, Fos-
ter’s bandana slipped 
from his face. Peeples 
stated this is when she 
was able to identify him. 

Once discharged from the 
hospital, Peeples met with 
Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office (BCSO) deputies to 
identify her assailant on 
June 15, 2019. 

“I pointed to two peo-
ple, and I looked at one of 
the deputies and he gave 
me a nod as to which one, 
because two looked much 
alike,” said Peeples. 

According to Foster’s 
defense attorney, Erin 
O’Neal Gaddy, Peeples 
identified the assailant 
with twists in his hair 
prior to this photo identi-
fication with BCSO. 

“Three of the gentlemen 
have twists, and three don’t, 
that knocked out three in-
dividuals right off the bat,” 
said Gaddy of the photo 
lineup presented to Peeples. 

“There was no investi-
gation, it was ‘Mr. Foster 
did this,’” said Gaddy. 

In the defense's argument, 
Gaddy also addressed the 
alleged nod made by the 
presiding BCSO deputy to 
Peeples at the photo iden-
tification alleging that law 
enforcement had decided 

who the criminal was before 
it was proven. 

This identification was 
recorded and viewed by 
both the prosecution and 
defense prior to sentenc-
ing. According to the pros-
ecution, they did not see a 
BCSO deputy nod when 
Peeples pointed to Foster’s 
picture. The People-Sentinel 
is in the process of acquir-
ing this footage.

“I have no animosity, he 
just needs to get himself 
together,” said Peeples. 

Peeples retired from 
teaching at Denmark-Olar 
Schools in 1996; however, 
her impact was long-last-
ing as former students, 
now friends, spoke to her 
character in the courtroom.

S.C. Representative 
Lonnie Hosey took to the 
podium in support of Pee-
ples who he has known his 
whole life. 

“The character of this 
young lady is indescrib-
able,” said Rep. Hosey. 
“A lady who taught a lot 
of children, and called on 
me many times to lecture 
children who were out of 
place in her classroom.” 

“God bless the young 
man, let God see through 
him and promise that this 
does not occur to anyone 
else,” said Rep. Hosey. 

Joe Priester took to the 
podium to express his re-
spect and love for Peeples 
as well, stating, “She’s 
been in my life all my life, 
and she’s always been 
one you can reach out to. 
I pray for the young man 
who has done this, he still 
has life, so he still has a 
life to turn around,” said 
Priester. 

Peeples’ son was also 
present stating his mother 
was a pillar of the commu-
nity for years. 

“I apologize for what 
happened to you… I take 

responsibility for it,” said 
Foster during his state-
ment at the sentencing. In 
this statement, Foster took 
full responsibility for the 
charges presented against 
him and the toll this inci-
dent took on Peeples and 
the community. 

“We kind of have gone 
over the effect that Ms. 
Peeples has on so many 
people in this community, 
and I think that’s one of 
the reasons why so much 
hatred, and to some extent 
blinders, were placed on 
Mr. Foster, because she is 
so beloved. He has had no 
one like that in his life,” 
said Gaddy. “I see a human 
being who has had no leg 
up, no one invested in him, 
no circumstance that has 
provided him with enough 
confidence to not partici-
pate,” in acts like this.

Although Gaddy never 
disputed his presence at 
the crime, she did question 
his complete involvement 
and lack of DNA evidence 
indicating Foster was the 
assailant. According to 
Gaddy, Foster’s DNA was 
not found on Peeples’ 
stolen car or other items 
noted in the crime itself. 

Foster is from New 
York, and has two sis-
ters residing in Blackville. 
Gaddy explained Foster 
was taking responsibility 
for this crime to avoid any 
repercussions falling on 
his siblings. 

“That’s a lot of respon-
sibility for someone who 
may have been just stand-
ing outside,” said Gaddy. 

He will be well into his 
40s when he is released 
from prison. 

Foster is currently in-
carcerated at Kirkland 
Correctional Institute in 
Columbia, according to 
the South Carolina De-
partment of Corrections. 

for the Holidays 
 

 
10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 5:30p.m.  
 

SSHHOOPP  HHEERREE  
Find everything on your list  

at great prices!!! 

Not sure what to get?  
Don’t worry we have  gift cards too! 

S a n t a ’ s  F a v o r i t e  G i f t  S h o p !  

City of Barnwell 
Clean Up Committee 

Thanks for your help! 

! 
KEEP OUR: 

 

Theatre students from 
Blackville-Hilda and Wil-
liston-Elko high schools 
are ready to get the com-
munity in the Christmas 
spirit. 

The Theatre 1 classes 
from both Williston and 
Blackville will perform 
“Ho Ho Ho! The Santa 
Claus Chronicles” by Pat 
Cook and “North Pole's 
Got Talent!” by Lavinia 
Roberts this Thursday. 
This is the first year for 
the theatre classes, which 
are a result of the consoli-
dation of the former Barn-
well District 19 and Wil-
liston District 29 into the 
Barnwell County Consol-

idated School District. 
“Come see all the ex-

citement live on Decem-
ber 8 at 6 p.m. at the 
Blackville-Hilda High 
School auditorium (76 At-
kins Circle, Blackville),” 
said theatre teacher 
Thomas Edwards.

“North Pole's Got Tal-
ent!” features scholars from 
Blackville-Hilda High and 
Williston-Elko High. Ac-
cording to a synopsis of the 
show, “It's just days before 
Christmas at Santa's Work-
shop, and there's still lots of 
work to be done - like get-
ting the elves and reindeer 
in the proper holiday spirit 
with song, dance, and big 
belly laughs! Elf host Holly 
Daze and Mistletoe Merry-
man welcome judges Mrs. 
Claus, the pun-loving Ruby 
the Red-Lipped Reindeer, 

and Old St. Nick himself 
to judge the talent show. 
Contestants Jack Frost and 
Snow Queen get a chilly 
reception at first, but even 
they can't take the warmth 
and good spirit out of this 
friendly competition.”

“Ho Ho Ho! The Santa 
Claus Chronicles” fea-
tures scholars from Black-
ville-Hilda High. “We 
join the host for a special 
live edition of ‘The Santa 
Claus Chronicles’ at the 
North Pole just a few 

days before Christmas. 
We start with a press 
conference where Saint 
Nick's press secretary 
answers reporters' ques-
tions about the jolly guy. 
We also meet the elves, 
Eeny, Meeny, Miney, and 

Sol, who take care of the 
reindeer, and we hear 
from the elves who work 
the gift suggestion hot-
line. But the biggest mys-
tery at the North Pole is 
where Mrs. Claus has dis-
appeared too. Find out in 
a surprising ending that 
will leave a smile on ev-
eryone's face,” according 
to the show’s synopsis.

Buy tickets online from 
the schools’ websites un-
der Extracurriculars, The-
atre, Tickets or from the 
HomeTown Fan App by 
searching for Barnwell 
Consolidated Fine Arts. 
Cost is $5. Cash and cards 
accepted. Doors open at 
5:15 p.m. 

Shows are produced by 
special arrangements with 
Pioneer Drama Service, 
Inc., Denver, Colorado.

Blackville, Williston theatre students to perform Dec. 8
Jonathan Vickery

Publisher
jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Some of the theatre students from Blackville-Hilda High School pose for a photo 

after performing their show for students at Macedonia Elementary-Middle School.

Vorise Peeples (center) walks back to her seat after speaking Nov. 29 during the 

sentencing hearing for Stephon Foster, who was accused of attacking Peeples. 

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Barnwell Primary School will be having its inaugural Light The Night 

Christmas caroling event in the City of Barnwell this Friday, December 

9th starting at 5:30 p.m. Teachers will be traveling by trailers to 
various locations across the city limits to bring holiday cheer. 
Please join us and turn on your lights to enjoy this special night. They 
will post on Facebook Friday night to let everyone know when they 
are arriving in neighborhoods. 

Teachers to go Christmas 
caroling Dec. 9th 
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Earl Bostick Jr. gets invitation 
to NFLPA Collegiate Bowl

F
ormer Barnwell War-
hor s e  a nd  c u r r e nt 
Kansas Jayhawk of-

fensive tackle, Earl Bostick Jr., 
has been selected to play in 
the NFL Players Association 
Collegiate Bowl to be held 
January 28, 2023. 

The NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
showcases some of the top 
NFL prospects each year. 
They will work out and then 
play in the bowl game in front 
of nearly 200 scouts, players, 
personnel staff, general man-
agers, and head coaches rep-
resenting all 32 NFL teams. 
There are currently 248 for-
mer Collegiate Bowl game 
players on an NFL roster or 
practice squad.

Bostick follows former War-
horse teammate Marcus McK-
ethan, who played in the bowl 
game last year. McKethan 
went on to be drafted by the 
NY Giants. Bostick could fol-
low that same path with a 
good showing the week of the 
Collegiate Bowl. NFL scouts 
will watch workouts, conduct 
interviews, and be around 
the prospective NFL players 
throughout the week.

Bostick was presented his 
invitation by NFLPA repre-
sentat ive Dane Vandernat, 
Director of College Scouting, 
last week at a Kansas practice. 
Vandernat spoke to the team 
and congratulated them on a 
great season and asked the 
team to “Help me congratu-
late and welcome, hopefully 
to the NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
this year, Big Earl.” He then 
presented Bostick with his of-
ficial invitation and Collegiate 
Bowl hat to cheers from his 
Kansas teammates.

Earl went on to thank the 
NFL Players Association for 
their hard work and the in-
vitation. Bostick, being the 
humble young man that he is, 
thanked his teammates and 
wanted to give them credit, 
saying, “This couldn’t be done 
without y’all boys.”

The Kansas Jayhawks have 
had one of their best seasons 
in a very long time, thanks 
to players like Earl Bostick Jr. 
They will face Arkansas in 
the Auto Zone Liberty Bowl to 
be played on December 28 in 
Memphis, TN. This is the first 
time Kansas has been bowl 
eligible in the last 14 years.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

Grade: 8th
Sports:  Guinyard-Butler 

Middle School Cheer, 
Barnwell High School Varsity 
Competition Cheer, Palmetto 
Cheer Elite

Favorites…
*Food: Grandma’s cooking
*Movie/TV show:  Anne 

with an E
*Snack: Grapes
*Coach: Mrs. Amy 

Williams
*Free time activity: Going 

to the gym
*Musician: Michael 

Jackson
Goal for this season: 

“Increasing my tumbling 
skills and enjoying life.”

Eriana A. James
South Carolina Virtual 

Charter School

Grade: 10th
Sport: Football
Favorites…
*Food: Pizza
*Movie/TV show: Thor
*Snack: Star Crunch
*Coaches: Coach Corley 

and Coach Garrick
*Free time activity: Sleep
*Musicians: lots of R&B
Goal for this season: “Get 

a lot of tackles on defense 
and become stronger.”

Jahlian Carter
Barnwell High School

“Big Earl” Bostick has earned an invitation to play in the NFLPA Collegiate Bowl All-Star Game.
Brent Beerends/Photo courtesy of KU Athletics

AT RIGHT: Former Barnwell 
Warhorse and current Kansas 
Jayhawk, Earl Bostick, Jr. has 

had a great season and will 
help lead Kansas to their 1st 
bowl game in 14 years when 

they face Arkansas in the 
Liberty Bowl.

“Clay will be a great asset to team SC. He 
will give them a lot of choices as far as 
positions. He is a great route runner and 
will bring explosiveness to their offense. 
This is an experience he will remember for 
the rest of his life. We wish him the best!”
-Barnwell Football Coach Dwayne Garrick

GA/SC Border Bowl X PlAyer SPotliGht
Clay Pender, Barnwell DB/WR

(Note: We will feature a different Georgia/SC Border Bowl area player each week.)

ACHIEVEMENTS:

*Big play maker on 
offense and defense

*Led Barnwell in 
receptions, receiving 
yards, and receiving 
TDs

*2nd on the team in 
interceptions

*Selected to play 
in the Carolina Bowl 
All-Star Game

Conner Becker/JayhawkSlant.com

Wednesday, Dec. 7
• Bamberg at Barnwell - 

6 p.m.
• Estill at Blackville-

Hilda - 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 8
• JDA at Wardlaw 

Academy - 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 9
• Barnwell at Blackville-

Hilda - 6 p.m.
• Williston-Elko at Fox 

Creek - 5 p.m.
• Jefferson Davis 

Academy at Ragin Prep 
- 7 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 12
• Williston-Elko at 

Bamberg-Ehrhardt - 5 
p.m.

• Holy Trinity at 
Jefferson Davis 
Academy - 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 13
• Blackville-Hilda at 

Ridge Spring-Monetta 
- 6 p.m.

• Williston-Elko at 
Calhoun County - 5 p.m.

In a previous article, I men-
t ioned that Earl’s mother, 
Evelyn Bostick, had told me 
years ago that, “We have plans 
to play on Sunday.” This NFL-
PA Collegiate Bowl invitation 
should help make that dream 
just a little bit closer. HIGH SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE

(Boys & Girls)
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Football season has 
ended and basketball 
season is underway in 
Sout h Ca rol i na.  T he 
Ba r nwe l l  Wa rhor s e s 
hosted the Blackville-
Hi lda Hawks Fr iday, 
December 2. 

The JV boys game got 
the night started and the 
hometown Warhorses 
and coach Mike Beasley, 
came out on top 31-24. 
The Barnwel l varsit y 
girls basketball team, 
led by Coach William 
Hammonds, kept the 
momentum going and 
had a big 44-22 win. The 
Boys varsity contest was 
also won by the War-
horses and Coach Mar-
cus Rivera. The Horses 
earned the victory in a 
tough battle with Black-
ville 57-53 to conclude 
the sweep for Barnwell.

Coach Hammonds said 
Barnwell was “…led by 
seniors Ausheona Ham-
monds and Makalyla 
Creech. We went 2-1 this 

week. Our seniors did a 
great job of setting the 
tempo and directing the 
others. Junior Ja’Niya Ca-
ree also had a great week 

as she had her season high 
thus far against Willis-
ton. Caree also picked up 
things defensively along 
with Erianna Abney.”

JV boys coach Mike 

Beasley said, “It’s great 
to get a win against a ri-
val in your home opener, 
but I’m very proud of our 
team for their work and 
effort on working togeth-

er to get a quality win.”
Good luck to all the 

Wa rhor s e  ba ske tba l l 
teams and best wishes 
for a great basketball 
year!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell JV boys, varsity girls, and varsity 

boys sweep Blackville-Hilda in basketball

The Barnwell girls basketball team had a lot to smile about in their 44-22 win over 

the Blackville-Hilda Hawks. Photo Courtesy: Alisha Buxton

Coach Marcus Rivera and the Barnwell Warhorses 

defeated Blackville to complete the sweep over the 

Hawks. Photo Courtesy: Jeff Miller / Sports
Barnwell wins the tip and the game vs. a feisty Blackville-Hilda team.

Photo Courtesy: Alisha Buxton

King Kooky has lost his 3 keys, his 2 kittens and his kite.
Can you help him find all 6 things? He might give you a kiss!

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that start with the same

sound as the letter
K in king.

Point to the number 6
in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large

enough, have your
child trace the

number.

Choose an interesting
picture in the newspaper.
Ask your child to name

things that can be seen in
the picture, such as a nose,
hair, door, window, etc.
Point to the things that

are named.

Find the numbers 1 –10 in
the newspaper. Glue each

number on a piece of
paper. Then look through
the newspaper with your
child to find things to make

a counting book. For
example, cut out three
pictures of cars to glue

onto the 3 page.

Look at pictures of people
on the sports pages.

Talk about what action
the person in the picture
is doing, such as running,

kicking, throwing,
etc. Name the action
and then have your

child act it out.

See how many things
your child can find in

the newspaper to ride on
(example: cars, boats,

airplanes, etc.) Make up
silly stories about
King Kooky’s ride

on each kind of
transportation you find.

Read a Lost and Found
advertisement about a
lost animal. Ask your

child to pretend to be that
animal and tell how it feels

to be lost. Then ask
your child to pretend to
be the animal’s owner

and tell how he/she
feels.

Go for a RideAction!Lost and FoundMy Counting BookName GameMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

K is for King

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase letter
K. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many             ?

How many         ?

How many           ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

k is for king

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter K makes in
the word king?

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Vol. 22  No. 1               © 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor             Jeff Schinkel, Designer/Illustrator

Stay informed about your community by subscribing to the newspaper. Call (803) 259-3501.
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Newspaper reporters must 
gather information and 

viewpoints from people on 
both sides of an issue to tell 

the whole story.

Based on the quotes from 
Clive, the police, and Pete 
Pesto, do they all have the 

same point of view?

If not, what is each one’s 
point of view?

CLIVE:

PETE PESTO:

Read the silly news article 
aloud to a family member. 
Ask them to identify the 
WHO, WHAT, WHERE 

and WHY. Then, ask them 
to explain which viewpoint 
they agree with the most.

Share your viewpoint and 
see if you agree.

What do you 
think?

POLICE:

WHO is the news event about?

WHAT happened?

WHERE did it happen?

WHEN did it happen?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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ARTICLE

BOLD

FACT

HEADLINE

HOW

LEAD

NEWS

PHOTO

PIZZA

REPORTER

WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHO

ZOO

News Articles Lead with the FACTS

POLICE CAPTURE 
UNUSUAL PIZZA 
CHEF AT PETE’S

CROCODILE 
ESCAPES 

FROM ZOO

Who, what, when and where are often the first questions 
people ask when something happens. News reporters put 
those facts into the first paragraph — sometimes the first 
sentence — of the news article. This is called the lead.

Read Woodword’s article. Then fill in the facts in his notes.

The photos that go with a news article can give more information. A photo can also create a feeling 
about a news event. The text that describes a photo is called a cutline and is usually below the photo.

Which picture would you use? Cut and paste it onto the above news article. Write a cutline for the 
photo you select on the lines at right.

Choose a PHOTO for the Article

Choose a HEADLINE

PIZZA-LOVING 
CROCODILE 
ARRESTED

Headline 
Funnies

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Distinguish between fact and opinion.

Rewrite one or more 
headlines in today’s 

newspaper so that they 
say the opposite of 

what they say now. For 
example, Heavy Snow 

Predicted for City 
could become Hot 

Weather Predicted 
for Countryside.

While the Kid Scoop news article 
below is very silly—we wrote our 
article in the format of a real news 
article.

News reports tell WHO did 
WHAT WHEN and WHERE 
and, when possible, HOW.

Kid Scoop reporter Woodword is 
working on a silly article for the very 
silly Kid Scoop Fun Times. Can you 
help him out?

ANSWER: They’re always 
looking for scoops!

Cutline:

DOWNTOWN – Clive the crocodile escaped from Downtown Zoo last night. 
Some people say he put on a costume and 
stole a pizza from Pete’s Pizza Parlor.

Clive has lived at the zoo for ten years. Pete Pesto, owner of the pizza parlor, says Clive entered the kitchen wearing a chef’s hat and apron and tried to make 
himself 20 large all-meat pizzas.Police arrived at 9:30 p.m. “We got a call 

from a person eating at Pete’s. They said 
there was a lot of noise coming from the 
kitchen, but no pizzas,” said Chief Mike 
Jenkins.

Clive surrendered peacefully. “That’s the 
way the pizza crumbles,” Clive mumbled 
as the police put him in a squad car.The headline of a news article could also be called 

the title. It is written in bold type above the story. 
Most headlines have a subject and a verb that tell 
the topic of the article and summarize the main 
idea, or most important part of the topic.

Read the three headlines that Woodword has 
written. Circle the headline you think is the best 
for this silly article.

Proofreading a news article is important to make sure it is 
accurate and fair.  Each headline below has an error. Circle the 
errors and rewrite the headlines correctly.

PROOF READING

OWNER SAYS 
NEW STORE IS
IS NOW OPEN

AUTHOR’S LATEST 
BOOK IS A BEST 

CELLAR

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 1

Select a newspaper photo and cover the 
cutline or caption before reading it. Next, 
identify the who, what, when, where of the 
photo. Using these facts, write a cutline for the 
photo. Compare yours to the one published.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Analyze intention in 
written text.

Photo Talk Your News
Write a sentence reporting 

about something new in your 
life. Be sure to include who, 

what, when and where!

The noun article is a piece 
of writing that appears in a 

newspaper, magazine, 
or book.

ARTICLE

Try to use the word article 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Today’s newspaper has an 
interesting article about a 

new park for kids.

This week’s word:

Barnwell School District 45 thanks our 
families and community members for 

supporting our schools!

WARHORSE PRIDE


