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A tiny fire created a big mess 
inside the Barnwell Walmart 
Friday afternoon. 

Firefighters from the City of 
Barnwell Fire Department were 
dispatched to the Walmart on 
Dunbarton Boulevard around 
4:30 p.m. on Oct. 28 for a report 
of a fire in the lawn and garden 
section. Firefighters discovered 
the fire was inside the lawn and 
garden section in a display in 
the Christmas section, said Fire 
Chief Tony Dicks.

“This was close to becoming a 
major fire, but it ran out of fuel. 

This is the worst damage we’ve 
seen in our local Walmart. The 
plastic that burned created a lot 
of black smoke,” said Dicks. 

Though fire damage was 
contained to a small area of 
Christmas decorations, there 
was heavy smoke throughout 
the building. Crews from neigh-
boring fire departments brought 
fans to help clear smoke from 
the building. No injuries were 
reported. 

“There was about $200 mer-
chandise that actually burned 
but the smoke probably caused 
a couple million dollars in loss,” 
said Chief Dicks. “There’s a lot 
of smoke odor.”

The chief said he understands 
most merchandise had to be re-

moved, meaning the store will be 
completely restocked before it re-
opens to the public. Crews were 
seen over the weekend removing 
merchandise and Barnwell police 
officers provided security to pre-
vent dumpster divers. 

The building is being thor-
oughly cleaned by professional 
disaster response crews. 

“As an essential store to the 
community, our goal is to as-
sess any damage and reopen 
as quickly as possible. We look 
forward to seeing you back in 
our store soon!” according to a 
post on the Barnwell Walmart 
Facebook page. 

As of press time Tuesday, 

Fire temporarily closes Walmart

Zack Owens (left) hands out candy on Oct. 28 outside the Pick of the Litter Shoppe in downtown 

Barnwell to kindergartners from Barnwell Primary School, including Gauge Smith (right) from Heather 

Chambers' class. Find more photos from Halloween events on pages A8-10. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Animal control 
ordinance tabled

On October 26 at 6 p.m., 
Barnwell County Council held 
a special-called meeting for a 
third reading of the drafted 
Animal Control Ordinance 
2010-08-262 after being a con-
secutively debated agenda 
item for months. Here, it was 
tabled until the Nov. 15 regu-
lar meeting. 

The ordinance underwent a 
slew of changes before taking 
shape for the third reading, 
some of which do not align 
with the standards of Best 
Friends Animal Society– the 
non-profit organization giving 
the Barnwell County Animal 
Shelter Foundation $30,000 to 
implement TNVR. 

Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate, 
Return (TNVR/TNR) is a pro-
gram successfully implement-
ed in over half of the counties 
in the state aiming to lessen 
the number of community cats, 
stabilize their populations, and 
decrease the burden on local 
shelters. Community cats are 
feral animals, and TNR con-
trols their populations without 

taxpayers funding their care in 
the shelter.

Best Friends is providing 
a $30,000 grant to the Barn-
well County Animal Shelter 
Foundation to implement this 
program in Barnwell County 
in two installments - $15,000 
to get the program started and 
$15,000 to keep it going. 

This grant funding was ac-
cepted in June by county of-
ficials, and a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) was 
signed on May 27 by a Foun-
dation member and Barnwell 
County Council Chairman 
Harold Buckmon detailing the 
county’s obligation to “amend 
the ordinances to support the 
TNR program,” according to 
the MOA. 

Per the grant contract be-
tween Best Friends and the 
county, language in ordinances 
or ordinances themselves that 
impede on implementation 
and sustainability of TNVR 
must be revised and accepted 
within three months. Best 
Friends has given the county 
an extension to the end of the 
year to accomplish this due to 
extenuating circumstances. 
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Firefighters sift through debris after a fire in the Christmas aisle of 

the Barnwell Walmart on Oct. 28. Photo Courtesy: Scotty Hankins

Celebrate Recovery has been 
a valued ministry at Hagood 
Avenue Baptist Church for 
15 years, but the organiza-
tion's Barnwell chapter may 
not continue without more 
volunteers. 

“We are so grateful for 15 
years,” said Celebrate Recov-
ery Ministry Leader Amber 
Still. “I want to see it go into 
2023, but we can't do it with-
out help.”

October 2022 marked 15 

years since Celebrate Recov-
ery (CR) began at the church, 
and Still is concerned it may 
not make it to next year. 

“If you want CR to continue 
in this church, we have to have 
help,” said Still, who has been 
running the program with her 

husband and fellow ministry 
leader, Jason Still. 

On November 13 at 4:30 
p.m. in the sanctuary at Ha-

good Avenue Baptist Church, 
the Stills are holding a meet-
ing open to any interested 
volunteers to learn more about 
the mission of CR.

To honor the 15-year anni-
versary, CR members shared 
both cardboard and spoken 
testimonies, and handed out 
membership coins during Ha-
good Avenue Baptist Church’s 
Sunday service on Oct. 23. 

The first song of the service 
was the CR anthem, “Road 
to Recovery,” to honor this 
occasion.  

Before CR Ministry leaders 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Celebrate Recovery reaches out for help

Jason Still stands amongst Celebrate Recovery members as they depict how Celebrate Recovery has 

helped them. 

See CELEBRATE, 3A

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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“I humbly ask for your vote and support.” 

When I was 13 or 14 
years old, I bought a CD 
called "Once" by a band 
named Nightwish that 
hailed from Finland. The 
cover had an artist rendi-
tion of the Angel of Grief 
statue showing a female 
angel weeping upon a 
stone altar. On the back 
of the CD was a picture 
of four men along with 
a beautiful, dark-haired 
woman.

I went home that night, 
listened to the CD, and 
my entire life changed. 
I was hit with a wave of 
fantastic music. Angry, 
edgy guitars mixed with 
gothic synthesizers and 
a full orchestra, all led by 
the vocals of a female so-
prano. I had never heard 
anything like it before, 
and I haven’t heard any-
thing like it since. 

As I listened to more of 
the band and delved more 
into its background, I 
learned that a man named 
Tuomas Holopainen was 
the mastermind behind 
its success. I could pick 
him out in photos of the 
band, because he looked 
like Johnny Depp with 
shoulder-length black 
hair and a dapper goatee. 
He played piano and key-
board for the symphonic 
metal group, but I also 
discovered that he wrote 
95% of the band’s music 
as well as all of the songs’ 
lyrics. As I listened to 
more of Nightwish, it did 
not take me long to realize 
that Tuomas Holopainen 
was a genius. 

When you experience 
Nightwish’s music, ab-
sorbing every note that 
was crafted by Tuomas’s 
hand, you experience 
wonder and beauty at a 
level that has never been 
fathomed. Even if heavy 
metal is not to your taste, 
the intricacies of Tuomas’s 
songwriting cannot be 
denied. Throughout the 
Nightwish albums, he has 
written not only head-
banging shredders, but 
also soundtrack scores, 
orchestral fantasies that ri-
val Beethoven, Celtic jigs, 
and soft love ballads. His 
music has the enchant-
ment of a magical broom-
stick, whisking you away 
to far off shores and shad-
owy forests, high moun-
tains and misty vales. 

And if his composing 
skills were not enough, 
his lyrics are also awe-
inspiring. Tuomas’s lyrics, 
usually written in Eng-
lish, are heavily inspired 
by authors such as Tolk-
ien, Gaiman, Rothfuss, 
and Poe. He takes in the 

beauty of nature and 
imagination and weaves 
it into his words, creat-
ing stories that captivate 
the mind. He touches on 
religion, love, romance, 
fantasy, escapism, and so 
much more. To give you 
an example, here is a bit 
of verse from the song 
“Ghost Love Score” from 
the album Once: 

We used to swim the same 
moonlight waters

Oceans away from the 
wakeful day

My fall will be for you-My 
fall will be for you

My love will be in you
If you be the one to cut me 

I will bleed forever
Scent of the sea before the 

waking of the world
Brings me to thee
Into the blue memory

Tuomas’s songs have 
enchanted me for nearly 
15 years, and he is one of 
the most artistic people I 
know. He made me wear 
my hair long in college, 
he drove me to want to 
become better at piano 
(though I failed miser-
ably). He inspired me to 
create dark, beautiful sto-
ries and to see the wonder 
of the world around me. 
That being said, some of 
his songs do showcase 
beliefs he has about reli-
gion and evolution that 
I find erroneous, and I 
would not say that every 
Nightwish song is appro-
priate to listen to, so one 
must tread with caution. 
But given how much he 
has impacted my creative 
life, I can’t help but ad-
mire Tuomas and treasure 
the wonders he has creat-
ed through his songwrit-
ing. And as I finish this 
article about him, let me 
leave you with another 
piece of verse of his that 
inspires me to write. It is 
“Song of Myself” on the 
album Imaginaerum:  

Paper is dead without words
Ink idle without a poem
All the world dead with-

out stories
Without love and disarm-

ing beauty

Corder’s Creative Corner:  

“Ode” to Tuomas Holopainen 
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer

Healthy Child Healthy 
Future is a coalition of 
community partners ded-
icated to holding events 
for children and their 
families geared around 
holistic healthy living. 

A series of these events 
are Family Engagement 
Nights. On Oct. 6, the 
coalition held a Family 
Engagement Night to 
talk about how nutrition 
affects your wellness at 
the Blackville Community 
Center. 

“We want to build 
healthy children; mind, 
body and soul,” said 
Annie Walters, Lead As-
sociate of Community 
Engagement at Save the 
Children and Healthy 
Child Healthy Future 
organizer. 

Holistic health is an ap-
proach to health consid-
ering multidimensional 
aspects such as physical, 
mental, social, and spiri-
tual needs. 

At the Oct. 6 event, 
guest speaker Erica Peake 
talked about the impact 
of poor nutrition on our 
bodies and brain as well 
as the benefits of healthy 
eating. Peake is the health 
educator for Allendale 
and Barnwell counties for 
SNAP-Ed Clemson Youth 
Learning Institute. 

In her presentation, 
Peake explained ‘go, 
slow, and whoa foods.’ 
‘Go foods,’ like fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, 
and lean meats should 
be incorporated into ev-
ery meal. ‘Slow foods’ 
like juice, chicken nug-
gets, baked french fries, 
and processed foods are 
recommended to be con-
sumed one to two times 
a day. ‘Whoa foods’ are 
once or twice a week op-
tions such as fried foods 
and processed meats. 

Walters observed peo-
ple’s response to learning 
about healthy eating, and 
felt their view of their 
own eating habits may 
have changed due to this 
event. 

A dinner of  baked 
chicken, green beans, sea-
soned rice and a dinner 
roll was served for partici-
pants- all ‘go foods.’ 

Some sponsors for the 
events are Save the Chil-
dren, Barnwell County 

First Steps, Blackville-
Hilda Public Schools, 
Healthy Families Barn-
well County, Barnwell 
County HEALing Part-
ners, and Foodshare Bam-
berg County. 

Also sponsoring the 
series of events were 
South Carolina Region-
al Housing Authority, 
South Carolina Office 
of Rural Health Family 
Solutions, Building New 
Beginnings, Inc., SNAP-

Ed Clemson Youth Learn-
ing Institute, Dominion 
Energy, Southeastern 
Housing and Community 
Development, Low Coun-
try Health Care System, 
Healthy Blue- BlueChoice 
HealthPlan of SC, SC Stay 
Plus COVID-19 Housing 
Assistance, United Way, 
and Eyes Inc. 

More events will be 
brought to the community 
by Healthy Child Healthy 
Future in the future.

Families learn about holistic health 
at Family Engagement Night

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Beth Overton, deputy director of Southeastern Housing & Community Development, 

hands out educational information at the Oct. 6 Family Engagement Night held at 

the Blackville Community Center. Photo Courtesy: Annie Walters / Save the Children
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Jason and Amber Still 
took to the podium, the 
Stills alongside other CR 
members walked one-
by-one across in front of 
the filled pews holding 
a sign detailing their 
own hurts, habits, and 

hang-ups.  
They then turned the 

signs to show how they 
are healing and their 
accomplishments made 
possible through CR. 
Jason then held a mirror 
to those in the crowd 

asking them to reflect on 
their own hurts, habits, 
and hang-ups. 

CR meetings at Ha-
good Avenue Baptist 
Church, and the many 
other nation-wide loca-
tions CR operates, are 
open to anyone dealing 
with a hurt, a habit, or 
a hang-up, regardless 
of what it might be. The 
ministry is meant to be 
a wealth of support for 
anyone struggling with 
any issue,  encapsulated 
in the phrase ‘hurts, hab-
its, and hang-ups.’ 

CR member Clarence 
Elledge then shared his 
story alongside his wife, 
Donna, detailing the im-
pact CR has had on his 
life. 

E l ledge  shared his 
struggles with alcohol-
ism and how finding a 
support network in his 
wife and through CR 

changed his life. 
“CR is a place I can’t 

l i v e  w i t h o u t , ”  s a i d 
Elledge, who refers to the 
organization, regardless 
of location, as a home. 

“If I  wouldn’t have 

gone to CR, I wouldn't be 
the person I am today,” 
said Ellegde. 

Elledge received his 
15-year membership coin 
after sharing his testi-
mony. The Stills handed 

out 10-year and 15-year 
membership coins along 
with a stress ball to three 
dedicated members. 

The Stills hope to con-
tinue CR in Barnwell 
County, but need the 
help of volunteers to 
maintain the program 
that “heals families,” ac-
cording to Amber. 

“I hope to see people 
ready to help on Nov. 
13,” she said. 

To keep up with Cel-
ebrate Recovery meet-
ings and events, visit 
‘Celebrate  Recovery, 
Barnwell’ on Facebook. 

T h e  l a t e  S e r g e a n t 
Aaron Odom dutifully 
served the Barnwell Po-
lice Department (BPD) 
for 35 and a half years. 

“I’m going to miss my 
old friend,” said retired 
BPD Chief Robert Miller, 
who first met Odom in 
1978. 

Odom joined the BPD 
in 1972 and retired in 
July 2007, leaving a long 
legacy behind him. 

“He was the second 
Black officer in the City 
of Barnwell,” said Miller 
of his friend. “Luke Gad-
son was the first, and 
Sergeant Odom was the 
second. Then I was the 
third. I’m the last of the 
crew.”

As the second Black 
BPD officer to serve in 
Barnwell County, Ser-
geant Odom forged a 
pathway for young Black 
adults interested in a ca-
reer in law enforcement. 
Barnwell County Sheriff 
Office’s Lieutenant Eric 
Kirkland being one of 
them. 

“I followed in the foot-
steps of Aaron Odom, 
Sheriff (Steve) Griffith, 
and Luke Gadson, my 

uncle,” said Lt. Kirkland. 
“They are what I would 
call the pioneers of law 
enforcement.” 

Lt. Kirkland has child-
hood memories of Ser-
geant Odom and his un-
cle, the late Luke Gadson, 
policing together. Gad-
son was Barnwell’s first 
Black police officer and 
partner to Odom. 

“Thirty years later I 
guess I have him and a 
few others to thank,” said 
Lt. Kirkland. 

At the Oct. 3 Barnwell 
City Council meeting, 
Mayor Marcus Rivera 
asked the family of Ser-
geant Odom to stand 

amongst council mem-
bers, BPD Chief Lamaz 
Robinson, and BPD of-
ficers. Mayor Rivera pre-
sented the Odom family 
with a resolution in mem-
ory of Sergeant Odom, 
honoring his dedicated 
service to the community. 

The resolution stated, 
“During his tenure with 
Barnwell Police Depart-
ment, Aaron Odom re-
ceived a Commendation 
Award for saving the life 
of a drowning citizen at 
Lake Edgar Brown.”

This was one of the 
many t imes Sergeant 
Odom exhibited valor 
and dedication to service 

throughout his career. 
Lt. Kirkland recalls the 

style of policing practiced 
by Odom and Gadson 
stating, “They provided 
counsel in lieu of arrests 
all the time.”

In addition to serving 
as a BPD officer, Odom 
was a Barnwell native 
and a trustee of Jordan 
Baptist Church, the same 
church he was baptized 
in at age 12.  

Odom was also a mem-
ber of the Barnwell Ma-
sonic Lodge #180, Prince 
Hall Consistory #282, and 
an employee at Guinyard 
& Sons Funeral Home and 
Lebby Funeral Home. 

He enjoyed listening 
to Otis Redding’s ‘Sittin’ 
on the Dock of the Bay,’ 
and watching the Atlanta 
Braves hit home runs.

Before his career as 
a BPD officer began in 
1972, he married the love 
of his life in June 1969, 
Linda Weathersbee. The 
couple was married for 53 
years, 2 months, 21 days, 
and 15 hours and raised 
three kids together–Sha-
ron, Lisa, and Aaron Jr. 

Miller cherishes the 
times his family spent 
with the Odoms and re-
members countless trips 
to Florida where both 
families enjoyed vaca-

tioning together. He re-
calls fishing and farming 
with his friend, and the 
good times that came 
with it. 

Miller hopes to be a 
source of support for 
the Odom family during 
this time, just as Sergeant 
Odom was when Miller’s 
wife passed away. 

“He was a great friend 
in my life and I sure miss 
him,” said Miller, who 
describes his relationship 
with Odom as a blessing. 

Odom is buried at the 
Jordan Baptist Church 
Cemetery. 

Sgt. Odom honored posthumously

The family of the late Sgt. Aaron Odom (inset) are pictured with members of Barnwell City Council and members of 

the Barnwell Police Department at the Oct. 3 council meeting after being presented with a resolution in his memory.

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Celebrate: Group seeks volunteers to continue serving community FROM PAGE 1A

Barnwell County First 
Steps is holding a Com-
munity Baby Shower 
for new and expectant 
parents on Saturday, 
Nov. 5 from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. 

Located at 110 Frank-
lin St. in Barnwell, 
this event is intended 
to share the avail-
able resources for new 
and expectant parents 
reachable in Barnwell 

County regardless of 
income. 

There will be give-
aways provided by com-
munity sponsors with 
items such as strollers, 
car seats, and more!

Barnwell First Steps hosting 
Community Baby Shower Nov. 5

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Clarence Elledge shares his testimony alongside his wife, 

Donna, at Celebrate Recovery’s 15-year anniversary 

ceremony. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

“ W e  a r e  s o 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  1 5 
years. I want to 
see it go into 2023, 
but we can't do it 

without help.” 

Amber Still 

of Celebrate Recovery
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birthday

Jailyn Aaliyah Smith turned one year old on October 28, 2022.

Jailyn Aaliyah Smith 
celebrates 1st birthday

Jailyn Aaliyah Smith celebrated her first birthday on October 28, 2022. 
She is the daughter of Williston native Lenisha Smith and Aiken native 

Jaylen Smith. 
Jailyn is the granddaughter of Jacqueline and Lanear Brown of Williston, 

and Lisa and Calvin Smith of Aiken.

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. 
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New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

Birth

Margaret Kelly Neville was born on October 14, 2022. 

Margaret Kelly Neville

Zachary Neville and Virginia Stephens of Williston are proud to announce 
the birth of their daughter, Margaret Kelly Neville. 

She was born October 14, 2022 at 10:12 a.m. at Aiken Regional. She weighed 
6 pounds, 14 ounces and measured 19 inches long. 

She has two siblings, Reagan Stephens and Alice Neville. 
Grandparents are Dwayne and Joan Stephens of Eutaville, Melissa Collins 

of Summerville, Ronnie and Adadra Neville of Williston, and the late Kelly 
Flynn of Williston.

BARNWELL - Roy Gene Davis, 79, of Barnwell, 
passed away on Saturday, October 29, 2022. No 
formal services will be held at this time.

Born in Pansey, AL, he was a son of the late Jessie 
Willard Davis and Essie Bee Gore Davis. He was first 
married to Rose Davis and has spent the last 43 years 
with Gloria Price. He previously worked as a roofer. He 
loved watching Western movies and loved his boots. 
He loved his family and his fur baby Wobbie.

Survivors include Gloria Price of the home; his daugh-
ter, Leona (Kenny) Reid of Blackville; two sons, William 
(April) Davis of Barnwell and Robert (Kathy) Davis of 
Dunnellon, FL; a sister, Shirley Ann Stover of Tampa, FL; 

brothers, Johnny Davis and Bobby Davis, both of Tampa FL; six grandchildren, Kim-
berly Reid (Ricky) Heath, Peter (Kimberly) Reid, Joey (Danielle) Reid, Roy Davis, Robert 
Jones and Steven Jones; a daughter-in-law, Laura Davis of Olar; 11 great-grandchildren; 
children’s mother, Rose Davis; and a number of nieces, nephews, and cousins.

He was preceded in death by a son, Roy S. Davis, and a brother, James Edward Davis.
Folk Funeral Home, Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrange-

ments. Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
The People-Sentinel 11/02/22

Roy Davis

BARNWELL – Cheryl B. Creech, 68, went to be with 
her Lord surrounded by her loving family on Octo-
ber 31, 2022. Funeral services will be held Thursday, 
November 3, 2022 at 11 a.m. at Dyches Funeral Home 
Chapel with Reverend Malcolm Carter II officiating. 
Visitation will be held Wednesday, November 2, 2022 
at Dyches Funeral Home from 6 to 8 p.m. Burial will 
follow at Barnwell County Memory Gardens, Reyn-
olds Road, Barnwell.

Cheryl was born in Barnwell to the late Earnell Emery 
Bodiford and Inez Black Bodiford. She was a faithful 
member of Victory Baptist Church of Barnwell. Cheryl 
loved the beach, George Strait, and Elvis. She loved sing-

ing and taking photos. She loved to “Wake up and Make up”. She looked forward 
to decorating every room in her house for Christmas. Cheryl was a prayer warrior 
for everyone with her weekly prayer list. She loved her family dearly and will be 
missed by many including her fur babies, Grayson and Claire.

Survivors include her husband of forty-six years, Barry Creech; one son, Brent 
(Felicia) Creech of Barnwell; two daughters, Tiffanie Aldridge of Barnwell and 
Stacey C. Epps of Barnwell; three brothers, Charles (Frances) Bodiford, Emory 
(Diane) Bodiford and Jimmy (Peggy) Bodiford of Williston; one sister, Brenda 
Blume of Barnwell; five grandchildren, Adam Scott, Schyler Aldridge, Dylan 
Epps, Lucas Creech, Chase Creech; one great-grandchild, Hallie Scott; and many 
nieces and nephews who loved her dearly.

Donations may be made to the charity of one’s choice.
She is predeceased by her brother-in-law, Odell Blume.
The family has entrusted Dyches Funeral Home and Crematory with arrangements. 

The People-Sentinel 11/02/22

Cheryl B. Creech
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DENMARK - Mrs. Edna 
Louise Ayer Weeks, 98, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Monday, October 
24, 2022 after a courageous 
battle with dementia. 

She was the daughter of 
the late Myles Aaron Ayer 
and the late Pauline Ke-
arse Ayer. Her husband, 
James Buist Weeks Jr., 
preceded her in death in 
2008. Edna was a member 
of Double Pond Baptist 
Church where she served 
in numerous capacities 
over the years as a faithful 
servant, especially on the 
ladies’ funeral committee 
due to her renowned skills 
as a Southern cook. She 
worked side by side with 
her husband of 65 years 
farming, raising cattle, 
and serving as bookkeeper 
and treasurer of Weeks 
Trucking Company. Her 
hobbies included garden-
ing, sewing, and read-
ing. In her first year as a 
widow, she completed 

over 50 books. Her great-
est joy was spending time 
with family, especially her 
grandchildren and great-
grands. 

She is predeceased by 
a daughter, Betty Louise 
Weeks Still, and a grand-
son, Clark Grubbs. 

Survivors include a 
son, James Harold Weeks 
(Berta) of Denmark, S.C.; 
daughter, Carolyn Weeks 
Jackson (Rick) of St. Mat-
thews, S.C.; daughter, 
Tonya Weeks Thompson 
(Michael) of Charlotte, 
N.C.; son-in-law, Dr. Roy 
A. Still of Lancaster, S.C. 
Surviving grandchildren 
include Rodney Weeks 
(Amber), Robin W. High-
tower (Steve), April S. 
Roy (Scott), Brandon Still 
(Lindsay), Trevor Still 
(Linda), Christy G. Rut-
land (Keith) and Ashley 
J. Matthews. Surviving 
great-grandchildren in-
clude Erin and Abbie 
Grace Weeks; Cody and 
Chase Hightower; Caro-
line, Graham and Cole 
Roy; Teddy Still; Violet 
and Corva Jane Still; Emily 
Anne, Myles and Wallis 
Rutland; Matthew Grubbs 
and Townsend Matthews.

The family would like to 
thank the nurses and staff 
of Grove Park Hospice as 

well as faithful caregiver, 
Shirlene Dorch, for the 
care and love shown to 
our mother.

A Celebration of Life 
Service was held 3 o’clock 
p.m., Sunday, October 
30, 2022 at Double Pond 
Baptist Church with Dr. 
Thomas Terry officiat-
ing; burial followed in 
the church cemetery. The 
family received friends 
from 2 p.m. until the time 
of the service at the church 
on Sunday. Memorial con-
tributions may be given 
to Double Pond Baptist 
Church Cemetery Fund, 
357 Double Pond Rd., 
Blackville, S.C.  29817; 
Grove Park Hospice, P.O. 
Box 7011, Orangeburg, 
S.C. 29116, or the Betty 
Lou Weeks Still Endowed 
Scholarship Fund #2073, 
Winthrop Universi ty 
Foundation, 302 Tillman 
Hall, Rock Hill, S.C. 29733. 

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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Edna L. Weeks

HILDA - Funeral servic-
es for Harris Luzell Phil-
lips Jr., 64, of Hilda, were 
held at 12 o’clock noon 
on Saturday, October 29, 
2022 in the Folk Funeral 
Home Chapel, Williston, 
with the Reverend Bud 
Judy officiating; burial 
was in the Hilda Southern 
Methodist Church Cem-
etery. The family received 
friends one hour prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home on Saturday and all 
other times at the home 
of Beverly and Marty Wil-
liamson in Hilda. Memori-
als may be given to Home-

ward Bound Ministries, 
482 Norway Rd., Norway, 
S.C. 29113. 

Harris passed away on 
Wednesday, October 26, 
2022.  

Born in Barnwell, he 
was a son of the late Har-
ris Luzell Phillips Sr. and 
Jenny Jeanette Collins 
Phillips. He was a mem-
ber of Ashleigh Baptist 
Church and worked as an 
electrician for C F Evans 
in Orangeburg, and also 
was a roofer. He enjoyed 
woodworking, landscap-
ing, fishing, shooting pool 
and fireworks. He was a 
prankster who was always 
playing jokes on his family 
and friends. Harris dearly 
loved his family and they 
will miss him deeply.

Survivors include Bren-
da L. Darnell of Hilda; a 
step-daughter, Kristen 
Dyches of Blackville; two 
step-grandsons, Brayden 

and Kayden; two sisters, 
Beverly (Marty) William-
son of Hilda and Amber 
(Marty) Taylor of Wil-
liston; nephews, Adam 
(Summer ) Williamson 
and children, Brier and 
Hartley; Justin (Leah) Dar-
nell and children, Harlan 
and Kate; niece, Amanda 
Williamson (Brian Gray) 
and children, Mallory 
and Trent; his four-legged 
friends, Candy, Precious, 
and Pickle.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by a niece, April 
Nichole Williamson.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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OLAR - Funeral services 
for Julia Margaret Jones, 
87, of Olar, S.C. were held 
at 11 o’clock a.m., Fri-
day, October 28, 2022 at 
Georges Creek Baptist 
Church with the Reverend 
Ted Still officiating; burial 
followed in the church 
cemetery. The family re-
ceived friends one hour 
prior to the service at the 
church on Friday. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
given to Georges Creek 
Baptist Church, 40 Dixie 
Ave., Bamberg, S.C. 29003. 

Mrs. Julia passed away 

on Monday, October 24, 
2022. 

B o r n  i n  B a m b e r g 
County, S.C., she was the 
daughter of the late James 
Monroe Gunnells and 
Julia Lee Baltzegar Gun-
nells. She was a mem-
ber of the Georges Creek 
Baptist Church and the 
Dorcas Club. She loved 
her church family and 
was a friend to all that she 
met. Mrs. Julia worked as 
a Southern Bell telephone 
operator in Denmark, S.C. 
for a number of years and 
was formerly a co-owner 
and secretary of the ra-
dio stations, WQIZ and 
WPWR in St. George, S.C. 
Spending time with family 
was always a very special 
time for everyone. She 
loved to do puzzles, tend 
to her beautiful flowers, 
work in her yard, and en-
joyed riding horses. Julia 

had a sweet gentle spirit 
who never met a stranger 
and will be missed by all 
who knew her. 

Survivors include her 
daughters, Chyrel Young 
of North Charleston, S.C. 
and Karen Wilson of Go-
van, S.C.; her sons, Clar-
ence Jones Jr. and Charles 
Jones, both of Govan, 
S.C.; grandchildren, Beth 
Love and Richie (Brittany) 
Wilson; her four-legged 
friend, 

Lady; and a number of 
cousins.

She was preceded in 
death by a grandson, Wil-
liam Wes Young.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc., Denmark, assisted the 
family with arrangements. 
Visit the online obituary 
at www.folkfuneralhome.
com.
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Julia Jones BARNWELL – Ralph 
O’Neal Owens Jr. (Neal), 
49, departed and entered 
into eternal rest at the 
Aiken Regional Medical 
Center surrounded by 
love on October 23, 2022, 
after a long illness. A pri-
vate family service will be 
held later. 

Neal was born in Bam-
berg, S.C. on January 8, 
1973, to the late Ralph 
O’Neal Owens Sr. and 
Margie Marie Owens. He 

was a member of Reach 
Out Ministry and loved 
his Lord and being a 
prayer warrior for others. 
He worked in construction 
and was self-employed. 
He had a love for dogs and 
chickens. 

He is survived by sisters, 
Theresa O. King of Aiken, 
S.C.; Connie Blakely; and 
MaryAnn “Bre” ( John) 
Scott of St. Helena Island, 
S.C.; a beloved aunt, Nell 
Hutto of Barnwell, S.C., 
which he referred to as 
“mom”, and a cousin, 
Clint (Melinda) Hutto of 
Barnwell, S.C.; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. 

He is predeceased by 
his father, Ralph O’Neal 

Owens Sr.; his mother, 
Margie Marie Owens 
of Blackville; maternal 
grandparents, Clinton and 
Mertie Hebrard of Nor-
way, S.C.; paternal grand-
parents, Martin Bellinger 
Owens and Eva Sand-
ers Owens of Blackville, 
S.C.; a cousin, Dewayne E. 
Hutto of Barnwell, S.C.; a 
very loyal and dedicated 
friend and prayer warrior, 
John McHenry of Barn-
well, S.C.; and his beloved 
and best friend (fur baby) 
Miho. 

The family has entrust-
ed Dyches Funeral Home 
and Crematory of Barn-
well with arrangements.
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Ralph O’Neal Owens 
Jr. (Neal)

OLAR - Funeral services 
foBARNWELL - Betty 
“Sue” Collins Johnston, 
73, of Barnwell,  S.C., 
passed away in her home 
on October 24, 2022. Born 
July 3, 1949, she was the 
daughter of the late Flem-
ming Wright Collins Sr. 
and Mary Hunter Collins.

She is survived by her 
husband, Clifford John 
Johnston of Barnwell, S.C.; 
son, John Clifford (Grace) 
Johnston of Mt. Pleasant, 
S.C.; daughter, Angela 
Francine (Lee) Shafer of 
Stow, Ohio; brothers, F.W. 
(Marie) Collins Jr., Bob 

(Gwen) Collins, and Chris-
topher Collins; sister, Jan-
ice (Riley) Collins Grubbs; 
and grandchildren, Parker 
Johnston, Hudson John-
ston, and Amanda Shafer. 
She is preceded in death 
by her sister, Mary Vo-
jtech.

Sue was a gentle soul 
with a devotedness and 
selflessness hard to match. 
She was tenacious, tire-
less, kind, thoughtful and 
loving. She was a woman 
of faith with a servant’s 
heart and the ability to 
love unconditionally. To 
many in the community, 
she was lovingly “Ms. 
Sue.” Her greatest joys 
in life were her children 
and grandchildren, who 
affectionately called her 
“NaNa.” Most of all she 
cherished her time with 
her husband, with whom 

she recently celebrated 
their 56th wedding an-
niversary. Along with her 
abundant stories, her fam-
ily will miss her kindness, 
her strength, her hugs, and 
all her “I love you’s.”

Visitation was held 
Thursday, October 27, 
2022,  at  9 :30 a.m. at 
Barnwell’s First Baptist 
Church, with funeral ser-
vices beginning at 11 a.m. 
with Dr. Steve Burnette, 
Rev. Jeremy Creech, and 
Rev. Lee Clamp officiat-
ing. Graveside followed 
at Barnwell County Me-
morial Cemetery (Airport 
Cemetery). 

Mole Funeral Home 
assisted the family. Sign 
the online guestbook at 
molefh.com.
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Betty “Sue” Collins 
Johnston

ELIZABETH CITY, 
N.C. - Tommy L. “Tom” 
Hutto of Elizabeth City, 
N.C. died peacefully at 
his home on Wednesday, 
October 26, 2022. 

Born on October 19, 
1931, in Blackville, S.C., 
he was the son of the late 
Sam B. and Eva E. Hutto. 
A graduate of Blackville 
High School, he attended 
Columbia Commercial 
College, Columbia, S.C., 
prior to entering the U.S. 
Navy in 1951, serving until 
February 1955. After be-
ing honorably discharged 
from the U.S. Navy, he 
returned to Columbia, 
S.C. and entered the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. 
Tom began his banking 
career in Charlotte, N.C. 
with First Union National 

Bank, transferring to Eliza-
beth City in 1971. In April 
1976, he was chosen Chief 
Executive Officer of Farm-
ers Bank of Sunbury, Sun-
bury, and later advanced 
to President of the bank, 
merging with First Citi-
zens Bank in 1985. 

He is survived by two 
daughters, K. Michelle 
Carr of the home and 
Lorraine H. Morton (Jay 
Bruce) of Southern Shores, 
N.C.; two sons, Timo-
thy G. Hutto (Debrah) 
of Elizabeth City, N.C. 
and Mark V. Hutto of 
Arlington, VA; one sister, 
Loretta H. Muns of Aiken, 
S.C.; six grandchildren, 
Jason C. Sawyer of Cam-
den, N.C., Rachel L. Sut-
ton (Michael) of Raleigh, 
N.C., Billy F. Ashburn 
of Virginia Beach, VA, 
Laura K. Yates (Lynn) of 
Swansboro, N.C., Sam 
H. Morton (Rebecca) of 
Wilmington, N.C. and 
Kathryn O. Hutto of Eliza-
beth City, N.C.; and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 

death by four brothers, 
Sam B. Hutto Jr., Harry 
A. Hutto, Clyde F. Hutto 
and Ronnie L. Hutto; and 
two sisters, Barbara Ann 
Moore and Betty Jean H. 
Muns. 

In honor of his request, 
there will be no funeral 
or memorial service held. 
In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions in his 
memory may be made 
to the Food Bank of the 
Albemarle. 

The family would like to 
express their deep appre-
ciation to the healthcare 
providers of Albemarle 
Home Care and Hospice, 
particularly to Bennica L. 
Privott, their special angel 
whose genuine compas-
sion and support held 
them all together. 

Miller Funeral Home, 
304 Main Street, Gates-
ville, N.C., is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
Online condolences may 
be made by visiting www.
millerfhc.com.
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TRUNK OR TREATSBARNWELL COUNTY

2022

TOWN OF BLACKVILLE’S 

Fall Fling 
OCTOBER 29, 2022

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

The Town of Blackville hosted a Fall Fling 
on Saturday, Oct. 29 on Main Street. The 

event included free food, a trunk or treat, 
vendors, and games. 

Town of Town of 
Williston’sWilliston’s

OCTOBER 29, 2022OCTOBER 29, 2022

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Trunk Contest Winners

1st Place: Press Church

2nd Place: TNC Fireworks 

3rd Place: The People-Sentinel

Halloween fun was had by all at the Halloween fun was had by all at the 
Town of Williston’s annual Town of Williston’s annual 

trunk-or-treat held in the Academy St. trunk-or-treat held in the Academy St. 
field on Oct. 29. Businesses, individuals, field on Oct. 29. Businesses, individuals, 

and organizations decorated their trunks and organizations decorated their trunks 
with Halloween themes and handed out with Halloween themes and handed out 

candy to countless costumed kids! candy to countless costumed kids! 
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TRUNK OR TREATS

BARNWELL COUNTY

2022

Barnwell 
Community

OCTOBER 30, 2022

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Hagood Avenue Baptist Church, Second 
Baptist, and Ned Branch Missionary Bap-
tist Church joined together to hold their 

second annual community trunk-or-treat. 
Pizza, candy, prizes, games, and face paint-
ing were only some of the highlights of the 
Oct. 30 event held in the parking lot of Ned 
Branch Missionary Baptist on Dunbarton 

Boulevard in Barnwell.

Town of 
Hilda
HALLOWEEN 2022

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

More than 800 children plus their families attended the 6th Annual Trunk-or-Treat in Hilda. This event is sponsored by Double Pond Baptist, Govan Baptist, Hilda First Baptist, Hilda 
Southern Methodist, Mt. Lebanon 
Christian, Reedy Branch Baptist, Barnwell-Bamberg Baptist Asso-ciation, and The Frank J. and Lucy 

C. Hartzog Memorial Foundation, 
which all funded Bibles, popcorn, 
drinks and extra candy. Children received candy from dozens of trunks that represented business-es, churches and individuals. 
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On the On the 
CircleCircle

Barnwell Primary School kindergarten Barnwell Primary School kindergarten 
students took a spooky trip around the students took a spooky trip around the 

Circle to trick-or-treat at local busi-Circle to trick-or-treat at local busi-
nesses. This annual tradition had not nesses. This annual tradition had not 

been held since 2019 due to the COVID been held since 2019 due to the COVID 
pandemic, but teachers, students, and pandemic, but teachers, students, and 

downtown business owners were ex-downtown business owners were ex-
cited to bring it back this year for a fun cited to bring it back this year for a fun 

(and candy) filled time! (and candy) filled time! 

On Friday, Oct. 28, Montessori students from Barn-On Friday, Oct. 28, Montessori students from Barn-
well Primary School and children from local daycare well Primary School and children from local daycare 

centers visited PruittHealth Barnwell to trick or treat. centers visited PruittHealth Barnwell to trick or treat. 
Nursing home residents and staff dressed up in their Nursing home residents and staff dressed up in their 

Halloween best as they handed out candy.Halloween best as they handed out candy.

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Photo Contributed

PruittHealthPruittHealth
BarnwellBarnwell

BPSBPS

20222022

Photo Contributed

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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Walmart officials hoped to 
reopen the grocery section 
on Wednesday, Nov. 2 at 
8 a.m. The fire department 
has provided a temporary 
certificate of occupancy. 
The rest of the store is 
sectioned off as the clean-
ing and restocking process 
continues. It’s unclear at 
this time when the entire 
store will reopen.

Chief Dicks said his de-
partment provided a quick 
response. Firefighters re-
ceived the call at 4:38 p.m., 
were enroute at 4:39 p.m., 
and arrived on scene at 4:41 
p.m., he said. 

“Someone made an ef-
fort to extinguish the fire 
with an extinguisher,” said 
Chief Dicks of Facebook 
video showing two men 
working to extinguish the 
fire before firefighters ar-

rived. “I would love to 
know who they were.” 

T h i s  q u i c k  a c t i o n 
from the customers who 
grabbed fire extinguish-
ers likely prevented the 
fire from growing, said 
the chief. Once firefight-
ers arrived, they found a 
small amount of debris 
still burning. They quickly 
finished the job with fire 
extinguishers, never need-
ing the aid of fire hose and 
water. The fire was under 
control at 4:47 p.m.

While some people 
have posed questions on 
Facebook about the store’s 
fire alarms and sprinklers, 
Dicks said the building is 
100 percent code compliant 
with a working sprinkler 
system and fire alarm, plus 
many extinguishers. 

“There was not enough 

heat to activate the fire 
sprinklers,” said Dicks of 
how a fire must reach ap-
proximately 185 degrees to 
set off the sprinklers. 

Chief Dicks said that 
building is not required 
to have an alarm that’s 
activated automatically. 
Instead, there are stations 
throughout the store that 
can be manually set off. 
Though the alarm was 
working, it was not acti-
vated during this fire.

“The staff made every 
effort with the intercom to 
alert everyone,” said Dicks. 

Sharon Blakeney was 
inside the store when the 
fire ignited. As the wife of 
a long-time firefighter, she 
has seen how many fires 
have been handled, but 
she commends everyone 
for the response to the 

Walmart fire. 
“The employees were 

awesome in evaluating the 
store, which was very busy. 
There was no screaming, 
pushing, or drama. Less 
than five minutes and the 
store was empty and Barn-
well Fire Department was 
on scene as well as EMS. 
The smoothest evacua-
tion I've ever seen. These 
employees are hometown 
heroes,” she said. 

The cause of the fire is 
under investigation. After 
checking video footage, 
police do not see evidence 
to make them suspect foul 
play. They believe the fire 
could have been caused by 
battery-operated houses or 
ornaments that were on the 
shelf that ignited.  

“Loss management will 
be coming in to determine 

what caused the fire. It’s 
beyond our capability at 
this point,” said Dicks. 

This was the Barnwell 
Fire Department’s 294th 
call of the year. 

Fire: Walmart plans to partially reopen Wednesday, Nov. 2 FROM PAGE 1A

Fire departments educate during

Former Macedonia Elementary and Blackville-Hilda High student 

Desmond Williams (third from left) returned to Macedonia 

Elementary-Middle School to share fire safety tips with Pre-K 

through second grade students during Fire Prevention Week. Also 

pictured: Blackville firefighter James Haskins, retired Barnwell 

County Fire Coordinator Timbo Williams, and MEMS Assistant 

Principal Chelsea Calhoun.

The Long Branch and Williston fire departments provided fire safety and prevention at Kelly Edwards Elementary School in Wil-
liston on Oct. 14.

4K students from Barnwell Primary learned about fire trucks Oct. 7 thanks to City of Barnwell firefighters, 
including Blake Towne, Chief Tony Dicks, and William Higgenbottom.

Firefighters Fred Bordelon and Kaleb Wilson talk to the Johnson family about fire trucks and equipment 
during the Oct. 8 Fire Safety event hosted by the Barnwell and Long Branch fire departments.

Blackville firefighter Desmond Williams shows 
students at Macedonia Elementary-Middle 

School his bunker gear. 

Denise Baxley’s 4K students at Barnwell Primary School enjoyed the 

fire station dramatic play center during Fire Prevention Week.

Members of the Barnwell City and Long Branch fire departments pose for a photo after a successful Fire 
Safety event on Oct. 8 at the Veterans Memorial Park in Barnwell.

Siblings Zylar, Aubrey, Emma, and Evan in front the fire truck at the Oct. 
8 Fire Safety event in Barnwell. They come from a firefighting family.

Flames can be seen shooting from the Christmas section 
on Oct. 28 at Barnwell's Walmart. Contributed Photo
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Animals: County Council tables ever-evolving animal control ordinance FROM PAGE 1A

216 Main Street, Barnwell |  Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

We are bringing scrubs to Barnwell 
with a small section for boutique 
style outfits for kids ages 2-10!!  

SATURDAY, 
November 12th 

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

 

TUESDAYS ONLY! 
NOV 8TH –DEC 20TH 

5983 Lartigue St., Blackville, SC 29817 
In the Old District Office Building behind the Library/Depot 

The amended ordi-
nance at its core has been 
collaboratively created by 
county officials, Sheriff 
Steve Griffith, Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter 
Foundation members, 
Best Friends Animal So-
ciety representatives and 
Barnwell County Ani-
mal Shelter (BCAS) board 
members, however, has 
taken many different 
forms. 

When the proposed 
amended ordinance was 
presented to Barnwell 
County Council at their 
Sept. 13 meeting for its 
second reading, it had 
language to support the 
TNVR program as re-
quired per the MOA and 
Best Friends guidelines. 

The council chambers 
became a bit heated in 
confusion and the agenda 
item was tabled until the 
Oct. 11 council meeting. 
The People-Sentinel cov-
ered this meeting in the 
Sept. 21 edition. 

At the Oct. 11 meeting, 
the language in the or-
dinance had been edited 
from the Sept. 13 tabled 
version unbeknownst to 
the Barnwell County Ani-
mal Shelter Foundation or 
Best Friends. It was then 
unanimously approved 
with this edited language. 

County officials are 
meant to make edits and 
take considerations be-
tween the first and sec-
ond reading of a proposed 
amended ordinance, and 
even the second and third 
readings as well. However, 
the changes that were ap-
proved on Oct. 11 no lon-
ger support the initiatives 
of Best Friends Animal So-
ciety and therefore would 
not support the implemen-
tation of the remainder of 
the $30,000 grant. 

Some of the general 
concerns of Best Friends 
representatives include 
little in the ordinance 
around protecting com-
munity cat caregivers 
from facing criminal li-
ability – a community cat 
caregiver is not respon-
sible for the actions of an 
individual cat, as opposed 
to an owner and their pet. 

S p e c i f i c  l a n g u a g e 
around TNVR is needed 
for law enforcement to 
exclude community cats 

from the abandonment 
and nuisance sections 
of the ordinance, allow-
ing them to be cared for 
by TNVR volunteers as 
agreed. 

“It’s important that cat 
colony caregivers not be 
considered owners of the 
cats, because this would 
falsely indicate that they 
have some control over 
them,” states Best Friends’ 
website. 

In the approved sec-
ond reading, Section 2-15. 
Trap, Neuter, and Return 
(TNR) Program/Commu-
nity Cats, was extended 
stating, “The program 
initially provides a grant 
as seed money to launch 
the program. Once the 
grant is exhausted, or 
at any point during the 
term of the program, the 
TNR Program is subject to 
review for the purposes of 
renewal or cancellation.”

With the language of 
the ordinance allowing 
TNVR to be subject to 
review for either renewal 
or cancellation, the con-
tractual requirements that 
inherently come with the 
TNR program such as 
long-term capability and 
sustainable programs are 
directly impacted. 

Also, one line of the 
edited version states, 
“Healthy ear-tipped cats 
will be processed through 
TNR,” which is inherently 
incorrect as a cat having 
a tipped ear is indicative 
of it having been through 
the TNR process.

It was evident there was 
division in the views of 
council members at the 
Sept. 13 meeting.

The People-Sentinel 
reached out to Council-
man Don Harper after the 
Sept. 13 meeting where he 
confirmed his thoughts on 
the TNVR program – it 
will not work in Barnwell 
County. 

The People-Sentinel 
reached out to Coun-
cilman Harper to see if 
the changes made to the 
ordinance between the 
readings also changed his 
opinions on the program 
causing him to vote in fa-
vor at the Oct. 11 meeting. 

On Sept. 20 when he 
f irst  spoke with The 
People-Sentinel, he was 
against the program, and 

at the Oct. 11 meeting, 
he, alongside all the other 
members, approved it. 

When The People-Sen-
tinel reached out for com-
ment on this shift, Coun-
cilman Harper asked the 
reporter not to contact 
him again. Elected offi-
cials are under no obliga-
tion to speak to the press 
when asked questions 
regarding public concern, 
although it does aid the 
process of transparency. 

Many seats were filled 
at the Oct. 26 special 
meeting to conduct the 
third reading of the or-
dinance which included 
language that would not 
allow for approval of the 
remaining grant funding. 

There were four en-
tries for public comment, 
each discussing a differ-
ent angle of the animal 
control topic pertaining 
to the ordinance. These 
individuals were asked 
by the council to elect a 
representative to speak 
on their behalf. 

Dr. Shannan Miller, vet-
erinarian at Dogwood An-
imal Hospital in Barnwell, 
explained 73 cats have 
been through the pro-
gram with the first half 
of the grant money, five 
training programs were 
held via Zoom with Best 
Friends, and they have 
found three locations to 
accommodate community 
cat populations. 

“Without this program, 
feral cat colonies will 
continue to grow at an 
alarming rate,” said Dr. 
Miller, who explained one 
unspayed female cat can 
lead to around 20,000 in 
offspring. 

Dr. Miller has worked 
with the shelter for 15 
years and performed over 
3,000 spays and neuters 
for stray and feral cats in 
the county. She explained 
it still isn’t enough. 

She stated at the meet-
ing, “Euthanasia is the 
number one reason feral 
cat populations are grow-
ing in Barnwell County,” 
of trap and kill policies. 

Dr. Miller explained 
TNR stabilizes the cat 
population to lessen dis-
ease with vaccines, lessen 
their frequency in the 
county shelter with moni-
toring, and lessen the 
number of cats entirely 
with spaying and neuter-
ing. When feral cats are 
brought into the shel-
ter, they cost the county 
money in either care or 
euthanasia. With the TNR 
program, these cats can be 
cared for without county 
funds. 

After Dr. Miller spoke 
and Barnwell County Ad-
ministrator Tim Bennett 
read the amendments, 
Chairman Buckmon re-
quested he read the entire 
16-page ordinance. 

“You can skip parts, no 
one would know,” said 
Chairman Buckmon jok-
ingly. 

Chairman Buckmon ex-
plained this was standard 
procedure for the second 
and third reading of an 
ordinance. However, this 
is the first time Barnwell 
County Council has read 
an entire ordinance on its 
second or third reading in 
months, especially one of 
this length. 

According to Barnwell 
County Rules of Proce-
dure, council members 
can request to read the 
ordinance in its entirety, 
but it is not something 
that commonly occurs 
under lesser debated cir-
cumstances and is not 
required per the Rules of 
Procedure. 

Both Councilman Fred-
die Houston and Council-
man Daniel Alexander 
attempted to discuss with 
Chairman Buckmon why 
he asked for a full reading 
even though Administra-
tor Bennett had made the 
edits known at the meet-
ing and council members 
were provided with a 
copy to review prior to 
the meeting. 

Chairman Buckmon 
then made a request to 
have the ordinance read 
in full. Administrator 

Bennett began reading. 
Forty-five minutes later 

a motion was made to 
approve the ordinance as 
written. 

Councilman Alexander 
was the first to speak dur-
ing discussion. 

“This council is not liv-
ing up to the agreement 
we made six months ago,” 
said Councilman Alexan-
der of the grant contract 
and MOA signed earlier 
this year. “My belief is 
that we attempt to work 
it out a third time.” 

“If we pass it tonight, 
we are not getting any 
grant money,” said Coun-
cilman Ben Kinlaw. “This 
is the only program I 
have seen that reduces the 
number of animals going 
into the shelter. We have 
a pilot program that is 
working.” 

Councilman Kinlaw 
asked for statistics from 
the Barnwell County Ani-
mal Shelter Foundation 
prior to the meeting and 
shared that the Founda-
tion has spent $187,000 in 
grant secured money over 
13 years to aid the animals 
of Barnwell County. 

Councilman Alexander 
then motioned to table the 
ordinance until the Nov. 
15 regular meeting, which 
was seconded by Council-
man Ben Kinlaw. 

Counci lman David 
Kenner and Councilman 
Houston voted to table 
the ordinance as well. 

Chairman Buckmon, 
Councilman Jerry Creech, 
and Councilman Harper 
voted to approve the or-
dinance as is and it not 
to be tabled for further 
discussion. 

With a four-to-three 
vote, the ordinance will 
be discussed at the Nov. 
15 regular meeting. 

Although TNVR has 
been misunderstood and 
misinterpreted amidst the 
increased animal control 
conversation, the pro-
gram is already up and 
running successfully in 
Barnwell County at the 
hand of volunteers with 

the first half of the grant 
funds. 

M a n y  c o m m u n i t y 
members who are either 
caring for or privy to 
a clowder of cats have 
reached out to the TNR 
hotline and been put on 
the waiting list for TNR 
services. Donations have 
been made by community 
members and fundrais-
ers are being planned to 
keep this program alive in 
Barnwell County outside 
the grant money from 
Best Friends. 

According to the Best 
Friends Animal Society 
website, “TNR is the most 
humane and effective way 
to reduce community cat 
populations while saving 
cats’ lives and providing 
public health benefits.”

In Aiken County, the 
TNR program has proved 
to be an overwhelming 
success and aided the 
county shelter in receiv-
ing its ‘no kill’ status. 

In an editorial written 
by Aiken County Friends 
of the Animal Shelter 
(FOTAS) Vice President 
Joanna D. Samson for 
The Aiken Standard in 
March, Samson details 
the animal control related 
struggles of the county 
such as overpopulation 
and individuals dumping 
unwanted pets. 

Samson writes, “Four 
reasons have made this 
possible: a county govern-
ment committed to the 
proper care of its unwant-
ed animals; dedicated 
shelter staff who are will-
ing to experiment with 
innovative approaches to 
re-home shelter residents; 
the life-saving programs 
funded and implemented 
by FOTAS; and a gen-
erous community that 
shares our passion to give 
every abandoned animal 
a second chance to love 
and be loved.” 

Based on Samson’s rea-
soning, Barnwell County 
has three of the four in-
gredients to creating a 
successful TNVR pro-
gram. 

Marching bands end season on high note

The Barnwell Scarlet Knights Marching Band placed 10th at the 1A State Finals on Oct. 

29 at Westwood High in Blythewood. "I am so proud of them for making the top 10 at 

their first state competition! This is a very young group and none of them have attended 
a state competition before, so going and performing on the level they did is amazing. 
In terms of growth, they have come such a long way in all aspects of what we do. They 
have matured as musicians, upped their level of visual performance, and begun to take 
ownership as leaders in their program. Growth is never straightforward and always has 
ups and downs, but every year I have been in Barnwell they have consistently made 
improvements. I can not wait to see where they go next year," said director Dawn Vickery.

The Williston-Elko Blue Devil Marching Band placed 9th at the 1A State Finals held 
Saturday, Oct. 29 at Westwood High in Blythewood. "I am so proud of these students!  
Their flexibility and dedication is something to be proud of. Each day they truly strive 
to be better than the day before. They have shown tremendous growth in their 
musicianship and visual execution throughout the season," said director Jessica Pym.
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Barnwell Warhorses finish 
regular season undefeated

T
he unbeaten Barnwell 
Warhorses t raveled 
to Wade Hampton on 

Friday, October 28th to face the 
Wade Hampton Red Devils. 
The Warhorses were playing 
to stay unbeaten, but more im-
portantly, Barnwell was play-
ing for home field advantage 
in the playoffs. 

Enter i ng Fr iday n ight ’s 
games, Wade Hampton and 
Woodland each had only one 
region loss. Barnwell had no 
region losses, but if Barnwell 
lost this game, the Warhorses 
could finish anywhere from 
first to third place in the region 
depending on point differen-
tials between the three teams. 

Barnwell not only defeated 
the Red Devils and finished 
the regular season undefeated, 
but they won Region VI-AA. 
Barnwell coach Dwayne Gar-
rick was happy with the win, 
but didn’t mention going un-
defeated for the regular sea-
son. He knows the Warhorses 
are looking forward to the 
playoffs and have higher goals. 
Coach Garrick said, “The win 
Friday gave us the region title 
but more importantly, it gives 
us better playoff seeding.” 

With the win, the Warhorses 
are guaranteed a home playoff 

game in the first round.
Barnwell will host the Bish-

ops from Charleston this com-
ing Friday night when Bishop 
England visits W.W. Carter 
Field. Barnwell has not liked 
meeting Bishop England in 
past playoff matchups, but this 
is not the same Bishop England 
that has caused so many Barn-
well headaches. They finished 
the regular season 2-8.

Barnwell scored first against 
Wade Hampton when Tyler 
Smith ran for an 8-yard touch-

down. Lane Evans added the 
extra point and Barnwell had 
a 7-0 lead. Hampton answered 
by scoring from five yards out. 
The Red Devils got the ball 
after a bad snap and a penalty 
against the Horses gave them 
a short field. They missed the 
extra point so Barnwell kept 
the lead at 7-6. This would be 
as close as Wade Hampton 
would get.

The Warhorse offense con-
trolled the ball on the ground 
and Smith scored his second 

touchdown on a 30-yard run. 
Evans’ extra point made the 
score 14-6 in favor of the Hors-
es. Barnwell took that score 
into half-time.

The Warhorses started the 
second half by cranking up 
the run game. Penalties ne-
gated not one, but two long 
touchdown runs by Smith, on 
back-to-back plays. Barnwell 
was determined to score and 
just a couple of plays later, 

Barnwell’s Clay Pender (center) runs with the ball past Wade Hampton’s players.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

HIGH SCHOOL 
SPORTS SCHEDULE

FOOTBALL

Friday, November 4
• Bishop England at 

Barnwell - 7:30 p.m.

• Blackville-Hilda at 

Southside Christian - 

7:30 p.m.

• JDA  at Richard Winn 

Academy - 7:30 p.m.

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

Grade: 12
Sports: Competitive 

Cheerleading, volleyball, 
Track and field

Favorites...
*Food: Shrimp Alfredo 
*Movies/TV show: 

Maleficent
*Snacks: Fruity Pebble 

snack bars 
*Coach: Amy Willams 
*Free Time activity: 

Cheering or playing 
volleyball 

*Musician: Rod Wave 
Goal for this season: 

Continuing to push myself 
hard to work towards my 
goals and enjoying and 
making memories my last 
year in these sports.

Coach’s quote - 
“Jayla exhibits a level 
of athleticism that is 
rarely seen and is greatly 
appreciated. She never 
quits and she never stops 
trying to be better than she 
was the day before.” - BHS 
Cheer Coach Amy Williams 

Jayla Neal
Barnwell High School

Grade: 12th
Sports: Football, Baseball
Favorites...
*Food: Breakfast food
*Movie/TV show: The 

Benchwarmers
*Snack: Little Bites
*Coach: Coach Rokeem
*Free time activity: 

Chilling at the house
*Musician: Lil Baby
Goal for this season: 

Win a championship ring.
Coach’s quote: “Clay is 

a special player who plays 
numerous roles and gives 
us stability on both sides 
at wideout and defensive 
back.” - Dwayne Garrick, 
BHS football coach

Clay Pender
Barnwell High School

Barnwell’s Tyler Smith, #4, ran for 353 yards and 5 touchdowns in their win over Wade Hampton.

Photos Courtesy: Mary Beth Poston

Barnwell’s Tyler Smith has 
been named as one of seven fi-
nalists for South Carolina’s 2022 
Mr. Football Award. 

The award is presented each 
year to South Carolina’s best 
high school football player. The 
South Carolina Athletic Coaches 
Association has narrowed the 
list down to the State’s seven 
best, including Dutch Fork’s 
Jarvis Green, Clinton’s Bryson 
James, Spartanburg’s Raheim 
Jeter, Camden’s Xzavier McLeod, 
Lexington’s Jonah Norris, South 
Florence’s LaNorris Sellers, and 
Barnwell’s Tyler Smith.

Tyler Smith leads the state in 
rushing yards, yards per game, 
touchdowns, and scoring.

Tyler has averaged more than 
225 yards rushing per game 
and has scored 37 touchdowns. 
Smith has scored 224 points on 
the season and has run for an in-
credible 2,267 yards in 10 games.

The Mr. Football winner will 
be announced Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 at halftime of the Touch-
stone Energy Cooperatives Bowl 
at Doug Shaw Memorial Sta-
dium in Myrtle Beach. The game 
will kick off at 12:30 p.m.

The S.C. Athletic Coaches 
Association established the Mr. 

Smith named S.C. Mr. Football finalist

Tyler Smith ran for 360 yards and 3 touchdowns against a strong Philip Simmons defense in the 

2021 playoffs. Photo Courtesy: Mindy Sandifer

See UNDEFEATED, 4B

Football award in 1995. Several 
of the award’s previous winners 
have gone on to play collegiate 
football and seven have made it 
to the National Football League.

“Tyler is a special player and 
a game changer. He is very 
talented and a good guy. Tyler 
is up for Mr. Football and leads 
the state in rushing yards and 
touchdowns. He is a tough, 
durable back that gets better as 

the game goes on. I am proud of 
this guy and what he brings to 
Barnwell football,” said Barnwell 
coach Dwayne Garrick.

In Barnwell’s last game against 
Wade Hampton, Tyler ran the 
ball 32 times for an impressive 
353 yards and scored 5 touch-
downs. Tyler did all this and did 
not play the last 10 minutes of 
the game, or he could have had 
even more.

The December 10th award 
date happens the weekend after 
the State Championships. This 
could be the year for Barnwell 
High School to win another 
State Championship and for 
Barnwell’s Tyler Smith to collect 
more hardware the following 
weekend. Hopefully we will 
hear “The 2022 SC Mr. Football 
award winner is …Tyler Smith 
from Barnwell.” 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell cheerleader 

now Gamecock,

Inside, 4BInside, 4B
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HHOOWWLL--OO--WWIINNNNEERRSS  

First Place 
GOODIE 

Owner: Vera Lynn Herndon 
 

Second Place 
SANDIE 

Owner: Britney Williams 

Third Place 
TONTO 

Owner: Amy Boney 

“Jolliest Elf” 
LIBERTY 

Owner:  
Melissa Bodiford 

“Best Smile” 
GIBBS 
Owner:  

Teena Renew 

 

“Proudest Pig” 
LUNA 
Owner:  

Ernie Renew 

“Biggest Horns” 
ATLAS 
Owner:  

Charlee DeFreest 

 

“Best Udders” 
SQUIRREL 

Owner:  
Kayden DeFreest 

“Best Cowboy” 
WOODY 

Owner:  
Lizzie Elkins 

“Cutest Pumpkin” 
MAVERICK 

Owner: Mlynne McCoy 

“Best Female Superhero” 
LOLA 

Owner: Amy Boney,  

“King of the Jungle” 
“DUBLIN” 

Owner:  Crystal Liddle 

“Top Fry” 
LOUI 

Owner:  Riley Ridgeway 

 “Smallest Villain” 
PIGGY 

Owner: Madison Doughtie 
 

“Best Costume” 
JADE 

Owner: Alicia Still 

“Prettiest Witch” 
SUSHI 

Owners: Bill & Joy Bonnette 
 

“Best Group” 
BAILEY, BITSY, & BUDDY 

Owner: Karen McAlhaney 

SSppeecciiaall  TThhaannkkss  TToo  OOuurr  SSppooookkttaaccuullaarr  SSppoonnssoorrss!!  

The People⬧Sentinel 

2022  
Pet Costume Contest 



Atkore, a leading glob-
al provider of electrical, 
safety and infrastructure 
solutions, announced on 
Oct. 25 plans to expand 
operations in Allendale 
County. The company’s 
$7.7 million investment 
will add 16 new jobs over 
the next five years.

According to Atkore 
President John Pregen-
zer, “We’re proud of the 
investment to expand 
our recently acquired fa-
cility in Allendale. The 
addition of HDPE manu-
facturing lines will help 
support our company’s 
growth, better serve our 
customers, and enable 
new opportunities for 
those who want to join 
the Atkore team.” 

“Atkore’s expansion 
in Allendale County is a 

testament that our ready 
workforce and business-
friendly environment 
allow businesses to suc-
ceed, particularly in our 
state’s rural counties. 
Congratulations to At-
kore on their $7.7 million 
investment and the 16 
new jobs that they will 
create,” said South Caro-
lina Governor Henry Mc-
Master.

With a network of man-
ufacturing and distribu-
tion facilities worldwide, 
Atkore delivers a portfo-
lio of integrated electrical 
product solutions that de-
ploy, isolate and protect a 
structure’s electrical cir-
cuitry from source to out-
let. Significant product 
categories include metal 
electrical conduit and fit-
tings; plastic pipe and 
conduit; electrical cable 
and flexible conduit; and 
international cable man-
agement systems, which 

are critical components of 
the electrical infrastruc-
ture for a broad array of 
construction projects and 
end-markets.

S.C. Secretary of 
Commerce Harry M. 
Lightsey III said the 
expansion announce-
ment “showcases South 
Carolina’s commitment 

to our state’s existing 
companies and our ru-
ral communities. We 
are proud of the success 
Atkore has found in Al-
lendale County, and we 
look forward to the sig-
nificant impact the com-
pany will continue to 
make in South Carolina 
and around the world 

for years to come.”
“Allendale County ap-

preciates Atkore’s invest-
ment in our people and 
our community. We are 
delighted that they are 
growing their opera-
tions here, and we look 
forward to working with 
them to foster success in 
the years to come,” said 
Allendale County Coun-
cil Chairman Rick Good-
ing.

“Atkore is an impor-
tant part of our industrial 
community. Every job 
created provides an op-
portunity for someone in 
our region, and we will 
continue to encourage 
and support the com-
pany as manufacturing 
expands at their facility,” 
said SouthernCarolina 
Alliance Chairman Marty 
Sauls.  

Located at 147 Airport 
Loop in Allendale, At-
kore’s expansion includes 

the addition of three 
high-density polythene 
pipe extrusion lines used 
to produce high-density 
polyethylene (HDPE) 
conduit, primarily serv-
ing the telecommuni-
cations, utility, infra-
structure and datacom 
markets. The products 
will support increased 
broadband access in rural 
areas and the expansion 
of 5G networks.  

The Coordinating 
Council for Economic 
Development awarded a 
$100,000 Rural Infrastruc-
ture Fund grant to Allen-
dale County to assist with 
the costs of building im-
provements.   

The expansion is ex-
pected to be complete by 
the end of 2023. Individu-
als interested in joining 
the Atkore team should 
visit the company’s ca-
reers page, www.atkore.
com/careers.

Atkore expanding operations in Allendale

Allendale County News
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$7.7 million investment will create 16 new jobs over the next 5 years  

As Allendale County 
continues to work dili-
gently towards receiving 
their Keep America Beau-
tiful affiliation, the coun-
ty hosted a two-day Fall 
Sweep on October 14-15. 
Keep Allendale County 
Beautiful has set a tar-
get affiliation completion 
date for January 2023.

The two-day cleanup, 
which was put together 
and organized by the 
Keep Allendale County 
Beautiful Executive Direc-
tor Anne Rice and South-
ernCarolina Alliance's 
Graci Hiers, consisted of 
over 95 volunteers who 
collected over 175 bags 
of litter throughout the 
two days. The areas col-
lected during the cleanup 
included Old Barnwell 
Rd., Oswald Dr., Bluff 
Rd., Razor Rd., Ashe Rd., 
Hwy. 300/Wells Branch 
Rd. in Ulmer, Cemetery 
Rd. from Hwy. 321/301 to 
Brant Hill Rd., the Lower 
Savannah River Alliance 
(LSRA) Trail, several ar-
eas in Fairfax, Hwy. 278, 
and many other areas.

Local businesses and 
organizations also volun-
teered to help during the 
cleanup including USC 
Salkehatchie, Palmetto 
State Bank, Allendale Fire 
Department, and sev-
eral churches. Around 90 
more volunteers are ex-
pected to do their part by 
cleaning up more areas 
this week.

Volunteers included 
- USC Salkehatchie soc-
cer players, Jamie White 
& his Masonic brothers, 
Tawni Major, Jeremy & 
Laurel Phipps (Swallow 
Savannah UMC Church), 

Bianca Mundi, Lula Ty-
son, Bianca Rollins, Carla 
Tudor, Donna Barnes, 
and Jody Crim (Palmetto 
State Bank), Anne Rice, 
Carlos Wesley, Zachery 
Pinckney, Ka'Wan Wes-

ley, Gloria Harvey, An-
gela Ferguson, Joel Smith, 
Ervin Mathis (mayor of 
Ulmer) & family, Cindy 
& James Deer, Allendale 
Fire Dept., Bess & Larry 
Strong, and many others.

Fall clean-up a "sweeping" success

On Tuesday, September 20, Allendale-Fairfax High School hosted College Application Day. The senior class 

had an opportunity to apply to colleges & universities in the state of South Carolina at no cost to them. Ten 

college representatives came out to support the students: Spartanburg Methodist College, Claflin University, 

College of Charleston, USC Salkehatchie, Paine College, Clemson University, Voorhees College, Denmark Tech-

nical College, Morris College, and Coker University. Many students received scholarships and site acceptance. 

Contributed

SouthernCarolina Alliance

Graci Hiers

Keep Barnwell Co. Beautiful

Eight members of Renewed Faith International Ministries 
picked up seven bags of trash. 

Thirty-six students, faculty and staff members from 

USC Salkehatchie, including these two members of 

the soccer team, picked up 56 bags of trash from Hwy. 

Employees of Archroma in Martin helped pick up trash in the Martin area.

Carlos Wesley, Zachery Pinckney, Ka'Wan Wesley, and Gloria Harvey picked up 

trash on Razer Road in Allendale.

AFHS seniors apply to college

REAL ID
Get on board with

Beginning May 3, 2023,

travelers must have a REAL

ID, valid US passport, or other

form of federally-approved

identification to pass airport

security or enter certain

federal facilities.

Get your REAL ID today.

Visit SCDMVOnline.com/REAL-ID

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
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80,000 people pack 
i n t o  W i l l i a m s - Br i c e 
Stadium on a t ypical 
Saturday in the fall to 
see the likes of Shane 
Beamer, Spencer Rat-
tler, MarShawn Lloyd, 
and Makenzie Williams. 
Wait, who is Makenzie 
Wil l iams?, you might 
ask. She is one of the 
outstanding Carol ina 
Gamecock cheerleaders 
that helps add excite-
ment and spirit to the 
South Carolina Football 
game day experience. 

Makenzie graduated 
f rom Ba r nwel l  H ig h 
School, where she was 
a member of the South 
Carolina State Cham-
pion Competitive Cheer 
team. She has always 
wanted to be a Game-
cock cheerleader. Her 
mom (and high school 
coach) Amy Wil l iams 
said, “When Makenzie 
was a little girl, she told 
me she was going to be 
a Carolina cheerleader. 
My response to her was 
that she could do any-
thing she wanted to but 
it was going to take a lot 
of work from her and me, 
but I was ready if she 
was ready.”

I  r e c e n t l y  a s k e d 
Makenzie about the dif-
ferences between high 
school cheer and col-
lege c heer.  She sa id, 
“The main differences 
bet ween h igh sc hool 
cheer and college cheer 
is the t ime consump-

tion. High school cheer 
practices usually took 
two hours of my time 
a week. College cheer 
takes eight hours of my 
time a week. It isn’t a lot 
but there are also some 
weeks where we have 
scheduled appearanc-
es that are mandatory 
or extra practices and 
even sometimes games. 
Another difference in 
college cheer is that ev-
eryone on your team is 
equally as good as you 
or better. We all have 

a spot on the team but 
are constantly fighting 
to be better or to earn a 
higher spot. I’ve learned 
a lot from college cheer 
but the main thing I’ve 
learned is everyone on 
my team is passionate 
about the sport. They 
all want to be there and 
put in the effort which 
makes practices, appear-
ances, and games much 
more fun and enjoyable.”

So, what is a typical 
schedule like? 

“Our cheer schedule 

can be anything from 
our usual three practices 
a week to only once a 
week. We have to re-
port to Columbia the 
first week in August to 
start practices. For two 

weeks we are practicing 
twice a day for many 
hours.  Once we star t 
sc hool,  we go to our 
usual schedule which 
is Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from 6-9 and 

football games on Sat-
urday. Once basketball 
starts we still practice 
Monday,  Wed nesday, 
and Friday but have one 
to two games in the mix 
of practices.” There are 
also scheduled appear-
ances that must be met 
from time to time.

Maken zie is  major-
ing in public health and 
was recently accepted 
into the Arnold School 
of Public Health. At the 
moment she is unsure 
of what she wants to do, 
but says, “It has been a 
dream of mine to work 
at St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital, so that is what 
I’m aiming for at the mo-
ment.”

W he n a ske d  ab out 
some of her most mem-
orable cheering experi-
ences at South Carolina, 
she replied, “My most 
memorable experience 
as a Gamecock cheer-
leader was getting the 
opportunity to cheer for 
the women’s basketball 
team at the Sweet 16 and 
Elite 8.”                  

Makenzie’s mom and 
high school coach, Amy 
Williams, added, “There 
are no words to explain 
the feeling I get as her 
mom and coach when I 
see her on that sideline. 
I know firsthand what 
all she sacrificed to be 
there.” 

It looks like sometimes 
dreams do come true. 
Just look at that l it t le 
girl from years ago, now 
cheering her heart out in 
front of 80,000 people on 
Gamecock game days.

Barnwell cheerleader now a Carolina Gamecock

Makenzie Williams cheering for the Carolina Gamecocks.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Tyler Smith scored from 
17 yards. Evans added 
the extra point to give 
Barnwell a 21-6 lead. 

Tyler Smith added two 
more touchdowns to 
his state-leading touch-
down total. Seth Ray 
added another Barnwell 
touchdown. Barnwell 
went on to win 41-13. 
Smith finished the night 
rushing for an incred-
ible 353 yards on 32 
carries and scored five 
touchdowns.

Coach Garrick was 
asked about the Wade 
Hampton win and said, 
“I thought we played 
wel l  on defense and 
once aga i n we were 
able to rush the foot-
ball.” On the playoffs he 
continued saying, “The 
playoffs star t Fr iday 
and only the best are 
left so each week will 
be tough.” 

G a r r i c k  a n d  t h e 
Warhorses know what 
the playoffs are l ike. 

Barnwell has been to 
the Lower-State Cham-
pionship game three 
t i mes a nd adva nced 
to the State Champi-
o n s h ip  g a m e  t w i c e 
in recent years. This 
Barnwell team could 
compete for the State 
Championsh ip,  once 
again in 2022. 

Come out and support 
the Barnwell Warhorses 
this Friday, November 
4th. Kickoff is scheduled 
for 7:30.

The Barnwell Warhorses, and Makenzie Williams (top) 

were SC State Champions in Competitive Cheer.

Makenzie Williams knew she always wanted to be a 

Gamecock cheerleader.

Edisto River: As the 
days begin to get cooler 
and cooler the fish begin 
to feed up for the winter 
t ime.  Th is ca n be a n 
extremely fun time to 
hit the river for those in 
search of bass and jack-
fish. I find the fish are 
feeding on a mix of shad 
and crawfish this time 
of year so any lure that 
imitates those will work. 
My favorite this time of 
year is the Bagley Bang-
o-lure. Its erratic top-
water action can really 
draw aggressive bites 
th is t ime of year. On 
slower days I’ll change 
up an throw a jerkbait 
around the deeper banks 
and cypress trees. Those 
hoping for bream or red-
breast will need to be 
ready to hop around to 
different areas until a 
good group of f ish is 
located. This can be spo-
radic this time of year as 
sometimes I’ll find them 
up shal low in creeks 
while other times, they 
will be clustered around 
the mouths of fresh wa-
ter run-ins or even trees 
fallen in deeper parts of 
the river.

Savannah River: The 
Savannah River can be 
extremely fun to f ish 
this t ime of year. The 
crowds from the sum-
mer months aren’t as bad 
as many of the people 
who were on the wa-
ter are now sitting in a 
tree stand trying to kill 
a deer. I love running 
creek mouths this time 
of year with a topwater 
spook for early morn-
ing activity. Sometimes 
you can get lucky and 
get on a nice group of 
striper this way. I always 
keep my eyes open on 
the edge of the river for 
any freshwater coming 
through the banks as 
the baitfish will congre-
gate around these and 
bring fish of all species 

around. The panfish bite 
can get really good this 
time of year as the shad 
move back in the creeks. 
I like to target the larger 
trees that have fal len 
into deep water as fish 
can hold onto all the sub-
merged branches. Those 
who like to fish with live 
bait shouldn’t count out 
a bright colored crappie 
jig this time of year as 
sometimes it will out-
fish even a live shad. 

Lake Edgar Brown: 
Lake Edgar Brown is in 
transition this month. 
The baitfish should be-
come more active and 
you should begin to see 
more surface act ivity 
and schooling this time 
of year. Sometimes you 
should even see it as 
you drive by the bridge. 
Any lure should work 
for those schooling fish 
as long as you cast in the 
middle of them. Those 

hoping for bass should 
begin their search with 
a jerkbait and crankbait 
in shad colors. On calm 
days you should be able 
to follow the schools of 
bait around the lake to 
stay on the fish. For those 
searching for panfish I 
would suggest follow-
ing the rocky sections of 
the bank. I feel like pink 
worms work best this 
time of year but don’t get 
tied down into just one 
bait. If the bite is tough, 
switching baits can be the 
difference in a bad day 
on the water and a day 
to remember. If you are 
having a hard time coax-
ing a bite, try extending 
the length of link below 
your bobber. Sometimes 
the fish will be just a little 
deeper this time of year 
as the deeper parts of 
the lake become warmer 
than the shallows. 

Wi s h i ng  yo u  t ig ht 
lines!

Barnwell County 
Fishing Report

Tripp with son Weston Hutson (age 4) at Little Hell on the 
Savannah River. The largemouth bass was caught using a 
6-inch Black Chartreuse Tail Lizard. 

William Shipes
Fishing Correspondent

After the University of 
South Carolina’s 23-10 loss 

to Missouri, USC Coach 
Shane Beamer said, “We 

didn’t do a good enough 

job coaching, playing, 

and executing...We flat 
out laid an egg tonight.” 

The Gamecocks hope 

to bounce back against 

Vanderbilt this weekend.

Gamecocks 

hope to 

bounce back

Photo By: 

Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Undefeated: Warhorses head into playoffs 
with 10-0 regular season record FROM PAGE 1B
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ANSWER: Nothing. It just shuts up.

J. Oker

222 Funny Pl.

Laughton, HA

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Read Between the Lines
People often use both fact and opinion to 
persuade others about their way of thinking. 
Look at a letter to the editor. Underline the 
facts in red and the opinions in blue. Does 
the writer use more fact or opinion? 

is a U.S. citizen
is 79 years old
retired 10 years ago
has not registered to vote

Standards Link: Spelling: Letter order, sequencing. Vocabulary development.

Decide whether each of these people
can vote. Then follow each path in
the maze to find out if you are right.

Standards Link: Spelling: 
Arrange words in 

alphabetical order.

Look through the
newspaper for 10
words about the
coming election.
Cut them out and
glue them onto a
piece of paper in
alphabetical order.

Bonus Challenge:
Can you find an
election word for
each letter of the
alphabet?

Can’t vote? Start a “Don’t Forget to Vote” Campaign!
Here’s how:

Cut out the “Don’t Forget
to Vote” badge on this page
and wear it proudly!

On Election Day, ask every
person you see who is over
18 if he or she has voted yet.
Ask your teacher, your
parents, the school secretary,
and clerks at stores.
Ask them all!

In order to vote, you must qualify
three ways:

You must be registered (signed
up) to vote in the state where
you live.

You must be at least 18 years
old.

You must be a citizen of the
United States.

Standards Links: Social Science: Students understand the role of citizens including how to participate in civic life.

Unscramble each election word on the hats. Then look for
an article in the newspaper that uses one of these terms.
Read the article and then use your own words to explain
what you think the word means.

Standards Link: Social Science: Students understand the
ways in which citizens participate in the American political
system.

is an Air Force pilot
based in Germany
is 22 years old
is a U.S. citizen
has registered to vote

Clara canʼt vote because she didnʼt register when she moved. Tom can vote even though he is in Germany. How? He can vote by mail!

is 30 years old
is a U.S. citizen
has registered to vote
does not read English

turns 18 on Nov. 1, 2022
is a U.S. citizen
does not have a job
has registered to vote

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

With a friend, see how many words you can make with the 
letters that spell red, white and blue! Write each word 

in a star. Can you fill them all? 

1. People elected to 
government offices must 
be good leaders. With a 
learning buddy, find 10 
words in today’s newspaper 
that describe a good leader.

2. Write the 10 words here in 
alphabetical order:

3. Discuss some leaders you or 
your learning buddy respect. 
On the lines below, each of 
you write some reasons why 
you think this person is a 
good leader.

    Your reasons:

    Your learning buddy’s reasons:

Complete this activity at home 
this evening with a parent or 

another learning buddy.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Look through the newspaper 
for words and pictures that 
show why it is important to 

vote. Make a Don’t Forget to 
Vote Poster and find a place 

in town to put it up!

The noun candidate means 
a person who seeks to be 
elected or appointed to a 
certain position or job.

CANDIDATE

Try to use the word 
candidate in a sentence 
today when talking with 
your friends and family.

Each candidate gave 
a short speech to the 

voters outside city hall.

This week’s word:

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 


