
F
or the past 19 months, 
Courtney Barwick has 
walked through the 

doors of the Axis I Center in 
Barnwell every Monday and 
Thursday by choice. 

Before March 18, 2021, her vis-
its to Axis I were mandated either 
by the Department of Social Ser-
vices (DSS) or Barnwell County 
Sheriff’s Office (BCSO). Now, she 
enters the facility to both receive 
and give support to others travel-
ing the road of recovery. 

“I feel like that’s a part of my 
recovery, to help people,” said 
Barwick. 

Barwick started smoking 
marijuana at 13 in 2009. From 
there, she started using Per-
cocet. 

“After Percocet, I did that for 
a few years, then it was heroin,” 
she said. “Then I went to crack 
to get off the heroin, and it 
worked, but I was just swap-
ping drugs.”

Swapping drugs grew into 
selling drugs, and the same 
substances Barwick was using 
were also earning money for 
her family. 

One night in 2019, after 
roughly a month of doing meth, 
she crashed. When the effects 
of methamphetamines begin to 
fade, the user often experiences 
fatigue, paranoia, depression, 
and other symptoms commonly 
called a ‘comedown’ or ‘crash.’ 

While she was asleep, Bar-

wick’s son, who was two years 
old at the time, got a hold of a 
torch and lit the bottom of the 
mattress where she was sleep-
ing on fire. 

“My daughter and I are sleep-
ing in the bed, and I wake up to 
her screaming,” said Barwick. 

The fire was roaring about a 
foot from her face before she 
was able to put it out. DSS had 
been notified by an individual 
in Barwick’s life. 

“It was my fault. At the time 
I blamed everyone else except 
myself,” she said. “You would 
think, ‘Okay DSS got called, 
let me stop doing drugs.’ But I 
didn’t. I kept doing it.”

Her children were in the care 
of her mother, and Barwick was 
removed from the home due in 
part because she could not pass 
a drug test at Axis I. 

Barwick remembers sitting 
down across from Axis I Center 
Deputy Director Kathy With-
erspoon, who was responsible 

for administering the drug test. 
Witherspoon informed Bar-

wick she would be participat-
ing in a hair follicle test, and 
she still remembers the anger 
she felt toward Witherspoon– 
who is now a valued source of 
support, in that moment. 

“You can’t really cheat on 
those,” said Barwick. “So, they 
took my kids.” 

Barwick had two young chil-
dren and was pregnant with 
her third child when she went 
to rehab for four months per 
DSS order. 

“When I got back from rehab, 
I used the next day,” said Bar-
wick. “I had that planned from 
the get-go.” 

Barwick describes the year 
following her getting out of 
rehab as a “bad stretch” from 
Feb. 2020 to March 2021. 

Barwick describes how she 
“never did the drug, the drug 
always did me.” 
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Senator Brad Hutto and Repre-
sentative Lonnie Hosey met with 
community members on Oct. 20 
to discuss the upcoming con-
solidation of all Barnwell County 
schools into one district after two 
merged earlier this year. 

“The next step that could pos-
sibly happen is there'd be a bill 
introduced to move forward 

with consolidating the Barnwell 
County Consolidated School 
District (BCCSD) with Barnwell 
45 (BSD45) into the Barnwell 
County School District,” said 
Senator Hutto. 

According to Senator Hutto, 
the earliest this process can start 
is December if he and Represen-
tative Hosey pre-file the bill for 
the upcoming legislative session. 

“That is what's happened in 
all the surrounding counties the 
size of Barnwell, and it's expected 
that's what's gonna happen 

here,” said Senator Hutto. 
Earlier this year, $100 million 

of Savannah River Site (SRS) 
plutonium settlement funds 
were allocated to fund parts 
of the upcoming consolidation 
of the Barnwell School District 
45 (BSD45) and the Barnwell 
County Consolidated School 
District (BCCSD).

Legislative bill S.956 detailing 
the appropriation of SRS settle-
ment money states Barnwell 
County’s funds are to be used for 
the “construction of consolidated 

high school and career center 
and K-8 school for Williston and 
Blackville.” 

According to Senator Hutto, 

it is envisioned that this money 
would go toward a county-wide 

County-wide consolidation coming 

Courtney Barwick (third from left) is in recovery thanks to the Axis I Center of Barnwell, including 

peer support specialists Michael Brown, Shannon Sheppard, and Roy Lockard. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

A look at who's 
on the ballot

South Carolina voters will 
head to the polls on Nov. 8, 
or earlier if voting under the 
state’s new early voting law. 

A slew of local, state, and 
federal offices will be decided. 
Here’s a look at who’s on the 
ballot:

• GOVERNOR & LIEU-
TENANT GOVERNOR: In-
cumbent Republican Gov. Hen-
ry McMaster (Lt. Gov. Pamela 
Evette) is being challenged by 
Democrat Joe Cunningham 
(Tally Parham Casey) and Lib-
ertarian Bruce Reeves (Jessica 
Ethridge).  

• SECRETARY OF STATE: 
Incumbent Republican Mark 
Hammond is being challenged 
by Democrat Rosemounda 
Peggy Butler. 

• S.C. TREASURER: Incum-
bent Republican Curtis Loftis is 
being challenged by Alliance 
candidate Sarah E. Work.

• ATTORNEY GENERAL: 
Incumbent Republican Alan 
Wilson is running unopposed. 

• COMPTROLLER GEN-
ERAL: Incumbent Republican 
Comptroller General Richard 
Eckstrom is running unop-
posed. 

• STATE SUPERINTEN-
DENT OF EDUCATION: The 
field of candidates includes 
Lisa Ellis (Democrat and Al-
liance parties), Ellen Weaver 
(Republican), and Patricia M. 
Mickel (Green). Current Re-
publican Superintendent Molly 
Spearman is not running. 

• COMMISSIONER OF 
AGRICULTURE: Incumbent 
Republican Hugh Weathers 
is being challenged by Green 
Party candidate David Edmond 
and United Citizens candidate 
Chris Nelums. 

• U.S. SENATE 2: Incumbent 
Republican Sen. Tim Scott is 
being challenged by Democrat 
Krystle Matthews. 

• U.S. HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES (District 
2): Incumbent Republican Joe 
Wilson is being challenged by 
Democrat Judd Larkins for the 
seat that represents Barnwell, 
Aiken, Lexington, Orangeburg, 

and Richland counties. 
• S.C. HOUSE OF REPRE-

SENTATIVES (District 91): 
Incumbent Democrat Lonnie 
Hosey (a Barnwell resident) 
is facing no opposition for his 
seat that represents Barnwell, 
Allendale, and Orangeburg 
counties. 

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
PROBATE JUDGE: Incumbent 
Republican Myrna Still Dill is 
unopposed. 

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
AUDITOR: Incumbent Re-
publican Gwen S. Kinard is 
unopposed. 

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
TREASURER: Incumbent Re-
publican Sandy Cochran is 
unopposed.

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
COUNCIL (District 2): Incum-
bent Democratic Councilman 
David Kenner is the only can-
didate on the ballot; however, 
Fonda Patrick is running a 
write-in campaign. Both are 
residents of Blackville. Candi-
date profiles are on page A5.

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
COUNCIL (District 4): Incum-
bent Republican Councilman 
Daniel Alexander is running 
unopposed. He resides in Barn-
well.  

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
COUNCIL (District 6): Incum-
bent Democratic Councilman 
Harold Buckmon is running 
unopposed. He resides in Barn-
well.  

• BARNWELL COUNTY 
SOIL & WATER DISTRICT 
COMMISSION:  Curtis L. 
Hogg Jr. and Fleming McMas-
ter are running for the two 
non-partisan seats. 

Residents living within the 
boundaries of the Barnwell 
County Consolidated School 
District will elect new board 
members in the first election 
since the merger of the former 
Blackville-Hilda District 19 
and Williston-Elko District 29. 
Residents can only vote for the 
non-partisan seat representing 
their district.

• School Trustee District 1: 
Teresa B. Hughes is unopposed. 

• School Trustee District 2: 
No one filed for this seat. 

• School Trustee District 3: 
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Courtney Barwick (second from left) with Axis I Center's prevention 

specialist team & Strengthening Families leaders members Cheryl 

Murdock, Pamela McKnight, and Susan Ingram.
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2022 General Election

See ELECTION, 9A

Rep. Lonnie Hosey and Sen. Brad Hutto address consolidation 

concerns at an Oct. 20 community meeting. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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The 45 pounds of pro-
tective gear worn by fire-
fighters isn’t enough to 
protect them from a cancer 
diagnosis.  

In the United States, fire-
fighters are 14% more likely 
to die following a cancer 
diagnosis, and they are 9% 
more likely to get cancer 
than those with a different 
occupation. In 2016, cancer 
became the leading cause 
of death for firefighters, ac-
cording to the International 
Association of Firefighters 
(IAFF). 

Even with these risks 
being known, firefighters 
like Phillip Weathers still 
gear up and respond to 
emergencies. 

“If they told me that a 
hundred percent, I was 
going to get cancer and 
die doing this job, I would 
still do it,” said Weathers. 
“When you go to a call out 
there, you're going to every-
body's very worst day, and 
we get to make it better in 
any shape or fashion, and 
you can always find a way 
to make it better, at least a 
little bit,” 

Weathers has been a ca-
reer firefighter since 1997 
and has worked with mul-
tiple fire departments be-
fore his current position 
as a firefighter with the 
Savannah River Site (SRS). 
He knew the first time he 
rode on a firetruck he found 
his calling. 

In 2014, Weathers found-
ed FireKFiveK, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
providing support to local 
firefighter families who are 
struggling with cancer and 
associated medical debt 
after seeing a great need 
amongst the nearly 3,000 
volunteer and professional 
firefighters living in the 
CSRA.

Now, FireK hosted their 
annual 5K run on Saturday, 
October 1 at 8 a.m. at the 
Lady Antebellum Pavilion 
at Evans Town Center Park 
in Evans, Ga.

“We say this thing in the 
fire service, ‘I'm not here 
for me, I'm here for we, and 
we are here for them,’” said 
Weathers. “If you can't be 
true to the second part of 
that, if you can't be here for 
the ‘we,’ you can't be here 
for them.” 

FireKFiveK has been a 
resource for up to six fami-
lies a year, and continues 
to help both career and vol-
unteer firefighters as well 
as their family members. 
In recent years, FireK has 
aided firefighters in Hilda 
and Allendale County. 

Lieutenant Dean Grif-
fin of the Hilda Fire De-
partment was recovering 
from prostate surgery when 

Hilda Fire Chief Thomas 
Sharpe handed him a check 
written by FireK. 

“Two months after my 
prostate surgery and all, 
he came by and handed 
me a check,” said Griffin. “I 
was still going through the 
process of getting over the 
surgery and learning how 
to function again, and it was 
just very emotional for me.” 

“I had tears in my eyes, 
it just touched me that peo-
ple still look out for you,” 
said Griffin, who explains 
he wouldn’t have reached 
out for resources if it wasn't 
for Chief Sharpe’s help. 

Griffin had joined the 
fire department in 2004 
after some of his family 
members experienced the 
‘worst days’ Weathers re-
ferred to. 

“If you were to try to 
define a firefighter’s char-
acter, it’s just the majority 
of these guys do not have 
the ability to see something 
bad happen and not inter-
vene,” said Weathers. 

In Allendale County 
in 2019, the late David 
Cooke was a paramedic, 
a Highway Patrolman for 
25 years, and a volunteer 
firefighter for over two 
decades. 

We a t h e r s  e x p l a i n s 
Cooke was unable to fin-
ish his service with the 
Highway Patrol before 
his retirement which was 
two weeks away. He and 
his fiancé were looking for 
continued care. 

FireK gave Cooke a check, 
which allowed him to buy 
his fiancé a ring before he 
passed away months later, 
said Weathers. 

Weathers, who is based in 
Georgia, started the ‘FiveK’ 
aspect of Firek after attend-
ing a Hometown Heroes 
5K run in support of a local 
firefighter.  

FireKFiveK’s first event 
was held in April 2014 in 
Hampton County and he 
raised nearly $3,000 to be 
donated directly to three 
firefighters dealing with 
illness. 

Weathers explains he and 
other FireK members like 
Vice President and fellow 
SRS firefighter Tony Smiley 
used vacation time to orga-

nize this event. The 5K was 
the first large-scale event 
Weathers had ever planned. 

“We got $982 and some 
change for each person, 
but I made those checks 
and took them to hand out 
and it felt like I had done 
something,” said Weathers. 

This feeling was also 
present at FireK’s Blues 
and Barbecue themed He-
ro's Night when recipients 
joined with sponsors and 
organization members to 
celebrate and honor the 
sacrifice of local heroes. 

“We had a couple past 
recipients who wanted to 
speak,” said Weathers. One 
of those speakers was Mary 
Lockhart who served as a 
firefighter for ten years. 

Before the event, Weath-
ers expressed to Lockhart 
he felt he was “spinning 
his wheels” and not making 
enough impact. 

Lockhart ,  who has 
stage four cervical cancer, 
reached into her purse and 
showed him medical bills 
paid for by the FireK dona-
tion. She explained to him 
that her children will have 
a Christmas because FireK 
took care of the medical 
expenses. 

At Hero’s Night, Lock-
hart explained all it takes to 
make a difference is people 
who want to make a dif-
ference. 

FireK has also been work-
ing to bridge the gap in 
healthcare where firefight-
ers commonly fall through. 

FireK is currently work-
ing with Dr. Jorge Cor-
tes, director of the Georgia 
Cancer Center at Augusta 
University, to form a study 
group to provide free test-
ing for firefighters based 
on current health recom-
mendations.  

Some of the occupational 
health recommendations 
made for firefighters are 
things like changing the 
required age for firefighters 
to get a colonoscopy from 
50-years-old to 40-years 
old due their increased 
exposure to hazardous ma-
terials. 

These recommendations 
are made by a board of on-
cologists working with the 
International Association of 

Fire Fighters (IAFF), accord-
ing to Weathers. However, 
some insurance companies 
base their age requirements 
for certain procedures on 
recommendations made 
by the American College 
of Surgeons, explained 
Weathers.

Therefore, insurance 
companies will not pay for 
procedures like a colonos-
copy for patients under the 
age of 50.

“It puts firefighters in 
general in a very tight spot,” 
said Weathers. “You're tell-
ing us that we're at more 
risk and we should get 
tested sooner, but then 
you're not giving us access 
to it.” 

IAFF also recognizes the 
use of PFAS, a category 
of man-made chemicals 
that have been linked to 
diseases like cancer, in fire-
fighter gear. 

“It's a long chain mol-
ecule that is harder to ignite 
and it can be found in a 
variety of different fabrics, 
and that gets absorbed into 
our system as well and it 
may be contributing to the 
overall cause,” said Weath-
ers of PFAS. 

Although the gear is sup-
posed to protect them from 
heat, smoke, toxins, burnt 
debris and much more, 
the IAFF recognizes it also 
poses a potential threat. 

“We wear respiratory 
protection, the majority 
of the time that we're do-
ing; however, you know, 
there are things you can't 
control,” 

Weathers explains how 
50 years ago buildings and 
structures were made of 
wood, now many synthetic 
materials are being used to 
furnish and build build-
ings, such as fast food res-
taurants. 

When those items are 
melting, it creates toxic 
chemicals that their skin is 
not protected from. 

“Our skin is not pro-
tected from that, we’re pro-
tected from heat by the 
bulkiness of our gear, but 
smoke and stuff penetrates 
right through that,” said 
Weathers. 

Weathers explains once 
you start sweating, “your 

absorption rate is 400 times 
the rate” than it would 
normally be. This causes 
your body to more rapidly 
take in the toxins settling on 
the skin. 

“Does it take one expo-
sure? Does it take 50? Does 
it take 10? Or is it just wear-
ing the gear around? We 
don’t know,” said Weath-
ers, who hopes FireK can 
be a part of finding these 

answers. 
FireK also gives a thou-

sand dollars or 10% of their 
sales, whatever is greater, to 
the LiveStrong Campaign 
which works in conjunction 
with the Wilson YMCA in 
Augusta to provide classes 
and memberships to cancer 
survivors. 

Visit https://www.firek-
fivek.com/  for more infor-
mation on FireKFiveK. 

⬧⬧ Gift Cards Available ⬧⬧ 
10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell  

(803) 259-5631 
Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Don’t forget to stop by the garden center  
for all your fall plants!  

Be ready for 
cooler weather  

with 

Different styles and colors  
to choose from! 

 
$$779955  --  $$999955  

Also check out our bracelet bar! 
OOnnee  ffoorr  $$11559955    oorr    

TThhrreeee  ffoorr  $$33000000  

5-7pm: Trick or Treat Trail for young children! Kids can 
come in costume and gather candy from Y staff 
and volunteers. No spooky surprises!

7:30-9:30pm: Haunted Trail for older kids, teens and 
adults! Walk our trail if you dare, but be 
prepared for spooky encounters along the way!

Beat the crowd and pre-register online at 
thefamilyy.org. The first 200 kids to sign-up online will 
get a fun YMCA trick-or-treat bag filled with goodies! 

Children 15 and younger must be accompanied by an 
adult on the trail.

Food trucks will be available!

 

Kindness matters in 
most probate situations.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set up your appointment 

today with Attorney  
Linda Farron Knapp. 

 

Knapp Law Firm, PC 
PO Box 714, 21 Hugh St. 

Barnwell, SC 29812 

803-541-7676 
www.knapplawfirmpc.com 

Advertisement 

Call to service: SRS firefighter helps others

Phillip Weathers (left) and Fire K VP Tony Smiley (right) present a check to the 

LiveStrong campaign.

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Two Barnwell Coun-
ty marching bands are 
headed to the state cham-
pionship. 

The Barnwell  High 
School Scarlet Knights 
Marching Band and the 
Wi l l i s t o n - E l k o  H i g h 
School Blue Devil March-
ing Band competed at the 
1A Lower State marching 
band competition held 
Saturday, Oct. 22 at Bly-
thewood High. Williston-
Elko and Barnwell both 
qualified for state after 
placing fourth and fifth, 
respectively. 

“They've been working 
hard and getting bet-
ter every single week 
since July 26 (when band 
camp began). It paid off 
for them this weekend 
when they went out and 
had their best run of the 
season. They earned their 
place in state finals and 
I am so proud of them!” 
said Barnwell’s band di-
rector, Dawn Vickery. 

“I am really pleased 
with the effort, focus, and 
energy my students have 
brought to ‘Under the 
Moonlight’. They have 

taken our vision and 
ran with it!” said Jessica 
Pym, Williston-Elko’s 
band director. 

Both bands will put in 
more hours of practice 
this week in anticipation 
of this weekend’s state 
finals. 

“The thing I'm most 
looking forward to this 
week is watching them 
enjoy their final perfor-
mance of the year know-
ing how much they have 
grown since we started 
this summer,” said Vick-
ery.

“We are looking for-
ward to performing at 
night at State. It’s always 
a different experience 
under the stadium lights 
and the darkness fits the 
mood of our show,” said 
Pym. 

The 1A state finals will 
be held at Westwood 
High School (180 Turkey 
Farm Rd., Blythewood) 
this Saturday, October 29. 

Barnwel l  per forms 
their "Time After Time" 
clock-themed show at 
6:45 p.m.

Will iston-Elko per-
forms their  vampire-
themed show titled "Un-
der the Moonlight" at 
7:15 p.m. 

Marching bands head to state finals

Drum major Holly Thomas (center) keeps the Barnwell Scarlet Knights in rhythm during the 1A Lower State competition 
at Blythewood High on Oct. 22.  

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Jason Edwards, the drum major for the Williston-Elko Blue Devil Marching Band, emerges as a vampire from a coffin 
at the end of the "Under the Moonlight" show.

AT LEFT: A member of the 

Williston-Elko color guard, 

in character as a vampire, 

removes a red sash from a 

band member, signifying 

them being turned into a 

vampire. The show is titled 
"Under the Moonlight".

AT RIGHT: Members of the 

Barnwell High Scarlet Knights 

move their heads in motion 
during their clock-themed 

show titled "Time After 

Time". That's the same title 
as Cindy Lauper's hit song, 

which was one of the band's 

three musical selections.
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NOTICE OF UPDATED FACILITY  
EMERGENCY COORDINATORS 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

2013 RCRA Permit Renewal Application, Volume XIII,  
Mixed Waste Storage Buildings, and Volume XIII,  

Transuranic Waste Pads Minor Modification 
 
An editorial (Class 1) change has been made to the Savannah River Site’s Mixed 
Waste Storage Buildings (MWSB) and Transuranic Waste Pads’Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit Application. The changes clarified 
the various numbers (e.g., cell, office, pager) and addresses listed for each emer-
gency coordinator identified in the Section G. of Volume VIII and Volume XIII 
Permit Renewal Applications. These changes are necessary to ensure the list of 
RCRA emergency coordinators is current. 
 
Written comments may be sent to SCDHEC. Please send your comments to Ms. 
Stacey L. French at the address below: 
 

Stacey L. French, P.E., Director 
Division of Waste Management, 

Soth Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control  
2600 Bull Street 

Columbia, SC 29201-1708 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF ALLENDALE COUNCIL 
 

  

• 

 

David Kenner is seeking 
re-election to his Dis-

trict 2 seat on Barnwell County 
Council. 

The life-long resident of 
Blackville and Barnwell County 
wants to keep making a differ-
ence in his community. 

"I get joy when I am able 
to help and serve our citizens 
of Blackville and Barnwell. I 
ask for your vote and support 
to continue serving Barnwell 
County District #2. My motto is 
'If everyone does a little, no one 
has to do a lot,'" he said. 

Kenner has been employed 
at the Savannah River Site for 
over 33 years as an Electrician 
and Instrumentation Mechanic 
and now serves as a Quality 
Assurance Inspector. He is a 
Navy veteran, a Big 7 Asso-
ciation member, past Master of 
Barnwell Lodge #180 P.M.A., 
Lower Savannah Council of 
Governments board member, 
2021/22 Hawk of the Year, 
Sigma Pi Chapter of Omega Psi 
Fraternity, Inc., 2020 Citizen of 
the Year, Blackville American 
Legion Post #253 member, 
former NAACP Youth Council 
advisor, member of Macedonia 
Baptist Church, and regular 
participant with roadside trash 
pickup with the Democratic 
Party. 

He and his wife, Rosaland, 
have been married over 22 
years. They have two children, 
Davida and Immanuel. 

Learn more on Facebook at 
"Re-elect David Kenner". 

Why are you seeking re-
election? 

I am running for re-election 
to continue to be effective in 
my society and family. I want 
to allow others to have an op-
portunity to live in a safe and 
healthy environment. I strive 
each day to be a positive light 
for men and little boys to see to 
allow them to know they can 
be great community leaders in 
their towns and stay proud to 
live in their hometowns. I have 
lived in Blackville all of my life 
and I am a strong fighter for my 
community and I want nothing 

but the very best for myself, 
my family and all the citizens 
who live in my community 
and district. I will continue to 
work hard to solve issues and 
concerns of the citizens, expand 
broadband services, improve 
housing and industrial devel-
opment. 

What makes you the best 
candidate?

I have the experience of over 
20 years in the political arena. 
I have the background knowl-
edge and the leadership abili-
ties to perform on day one of 
my re-election seat. I am trained 
and diverse in all tasks of the 
position and know how to 
implement any task that arise. 
I have strong relationships 
that I have built over the years 
with several stakeholders that 
would allow for faster and 
smoother transitions. I have 
served as the mayor of Black-
ville, served as Past Chairman 
of the Lower Savannah Council 
of Governments representing 
the six-county region, and serve 
as county council member for 
Barnwell County District 2. The 
background knowledge gained 
from the past experiences al-
lows me to be the strongest can-
didate for this position. I am 
very familiar with the order 
of the business platform. I am 
capable, willing and determine 
to keep Blackville and Barnwell 
County thriving and growing. 

How do you hope to make a 
difference?

I strive to be effective in the 

lives of our citizens by hear-
ing their concerns and finding 
achievable ways to address the 
varying issues. In other words,  
“Listening to my citizens and 
working for them.” 

Tell me about your accom-
plishments you are proud of 
from your time in office and 
what you want to work on. 

During the time in office as 
I serve, I am honored to have 
been a part of the council to 
implement a stand-alone Emer-
gency Room/ Urgent Care Facil-
ity located on Hwy. 70. Another 
task I was honored to be a part 
of was the Capital Projects Im-
provement Tax that passed in 
2016 during the time I served as 
chairman of Barnwell County 
Council, allowing the munici-
palities and county to under-
take several costly and needed 
projects such as the $900,000 
for water and sewage upgrades 
in Blackville and $500,000 for 
clean-up of abandoned proper-
ties in Blackville. Several tasks 
that I worked on included serv-
ing with the Barnwell County 
Development Commission to 
place industry in District #2 
and Barnwell County, working 
with transportation committee 
and SCDOT to pave, improve 
and repave several roads in 
Blackville (Hwy. 3 & 78, Sun-
shine Road, Apollo Circle, Oak 
Avenue, Jones Bridge Road, 
Clinton Road, and Blaze Lane). 
I also worked with SC Works 
to acquire a mobile employ-
ment van to make visits to 
Blackville to assist citizens with 
employment opportunities, as-
sisted with City of Blackville to 
change floor plan of the Dollar 
General store for fresh fruit and 
vegetables to maintain healthier 
lifestyles for the citizens. Also, 
proud of the opportunity to 
help secure funding for the 
pickleball court at the Black-
ville-Hilda High School. These 
are a few of the things I have 
worked on and proud to serve 
the citizens as I am still work-
ing on various other task that 
will improve the growth and 
appearance of our city. 

District 2 County Councilman challenged
Fonda Ephriam Patrick 

hopes voters will write her 
name in on the ballot for Barn-
well County Council District 2. 

Originally from Blackville, 
she's the daughter of the late 
Hattie Ephriam Brown. She 
graduated from Blackville Pub-
lic Schools in 1989 and went 
on to attend the University of 
South Carolina, Columbia, to 
receive a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science and graduated 
from Webster University with 
a Masters in Human Resource 
Management.  

With her love of helping oth-
ers, Fonda began her career as a 
clinical counselor at the Lexing-
ton/Richland Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Council and also worked 
with the Richland/Lexington 
Disabilities and Special Needs 
Board. Wanting a change in 
service fields, she moved to the 
world of business with Verizon 
Wireless and worked her way up 
from a top producer in sales to 
district manager in the Atlanta, 
Ga. market and after 15 years 
retired to move back to her 
hometown of Blackville in 2014.  

Why are you running for 
county council? What makes 
you the best candidate? 

I’m not a politician and I’m 
not running to represent a po-
litical affiliation. I’m running 
to be a voice for the people of 
Barnwell County. The people 
that don’t get to voice their 
opinion about how entrepre-
neurship can be a driving 
force for economic growth in 
Small Town America and how 
building the infrastructure for 
broadband can open the doors 
of education development and 
the deciding factor on com-
panies wanting to bring their 
businesses to Barnwell County.  
Getting answers to questions 
on the housing shortage and 
affordable housing resources 
for our area. We need someone 
that is involved, accountable, 
trusted and transparent to be a 
part of Barnwell County Coun-
cil and represent District 2. I 
am already working to propel 
our communities forward and 

I’m confident in my ability to 
do just that.

Patrick currently serves as 
secretary for the Barnwell 
County Consolidated School 
District Board #48, The Cumbee 
Center Board of Directors, S.C. 
Association for Community 
Economic Development, HOPE 
Collective Board of Directors, 
S.C. Community Health Work-
ers Association – Blackville 
Community Focus Group, Nu 
Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha, Inc., Ned Branch 
Baptist Church in Barnwell, and 
Town of Blackville Community 
Events Coordinator.

How do you hope to help 
your community, if elected?

We are in critical times and 
I want to make sure that I’m 
actively involved in preparing 
our communities for growth 
and development that secures 
our future. There are many 
resources that are available but 
how much of this information is 
being brought back to us…the 
people that are directly affected 
by decisions that are made on 
our behalf. 

You need more than what 
you’ve have been getting for the 
past 16+ years from our current 
representative. You deserve a 
worker that will jump in the 
trenches with you to change 
the trajectory of District #2 and 
Barnwell County and that per-
son is me. 

I am asking for your Write-In 
vote on November 8th for Barn-
well County Council District 2.        

Edward Rockwell 
is seeking to retain 

the District 6 seat he was 
appointed to on the Barn-
well County Consolidat-
ed School Board. 

He is the Past Com-
mander of American Le-
gion Post 91. Rockwell has 
spent more than 20 com-
bined years as a firefight-
er/EMR with Blackville & 
Long Branch fire depart-
ments. He is a member of 
Barnwell County CERT 
and is involved in church 
events. He is the 1SG for 
headquarters of the State 
Guard at Olympia Ar-
mory in Columbia.

He and his wife, Nor-
ma, moved to Barnwell 
County 29 years ago for 
Norma’s new position. 
He was hired as a police 
officer with Blackville PD; 
retiring as Blackville’s 

Public Works Director.
Norma worked as a 

public school teacher for 
15 years. In that time, he 
helped her prepare les-
sons, grade papers, and 
attend conferences. He 
was a Community Mem-
ber of the Carver Edisto 
Middle School’s School 
Improvement Council for 
seven years. He coached 
Lego Robotics, Future City 
competitions and chaper-
oned. He also observed 
and graded middle school 
teachers as they intro-
duced “life skills” to their 
students as a research 
curriculum. 

Why are you running 
for school board?

I was appointed to the 
interim board and found 

working together to con-
solidate the two school 
districts has been educa-
tional. The friendly and 
professional environment 
has allowed a smooth 
transition. I would like to 
continue the consolidation 
process in a non-biased 
manner; giving quality 
education to all scholars 
in Barnwell County.

What makes you the 
best candidate?

I have been serving 
on the Barnwell Coun-
ty Consolidated Board 
since December 2021. I 
feel I have established a 
good rapport with cur-
rent board members and 
educators in the Williston 
and Blackville schools. 

How do you hope to 
make a difference?

To better Barnwell 
County as a whole, I 
want to ensure that all 
educators, scholars, and 
ancillary staff members 
have equal and adequate 
learning environments 
in which to take pride. 
Everyone deserves access 
to quality materials and 
career/college readiness 
development. 

Two vye for BCCSD District 6 seat
Catrena Hughes-

Parker, a resident 
of Blackville for 47 years, is 
seeking the District 6 seat 
on the Barnwell County 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict board. 

The daughter of Rev. 
Floyd and Lillie Hughes, 
she's married to Anthony 
Parker and has three chil-
dren (Jaylun attends Con-
verse University in Spar-
tanburg; Jamari is a senior 
at Blackville-Hilda High; 
and Jewel is in 3rd grade 
at Macedonia Elemen-
tary). The 1990 graduate 
of BHHS enlisted in the 
Army Reserves. After 
being deployed to the Per-
sian Gulf and returning 
to the states, she enrolled 
at S.C. State Univ. and 
graduated in 1996. She 
earned the rank of Cap-
tain and served until 2005. 

After graduation, she 
worked for the Dept. of 
Juvenile Justice as a cor-
rections officer, a road 
deputy with the Orange-
burg County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and a Canine Officer 
for Centerra at Savannah 
River Site until 2015.

Why are you running 

for school board?
 I’m running for school-

board to be an advocate 
for the children, teachers 
and parents, because I 
know it takes all three 
of these entities work-
ing together to be great. 
Not saying all three will 
agree on everything, but 
I believe I could be the 
voice to bring reason-
ing and the bridge that 
mends confusion, and 
bring understanding to 
make BCCSD strive.

What makes you the 
best candidate?

Because I’m a fighter. I 
will fight with everything 
in me for the right cause 
and education is the right 
cause. I value and support 
education. I’m not just get-

ting involved now because 
I’m running for school 
board, I’m that parent who 
will be there regardless of 
how the election turns out. 
I will fight for every child 
like they are mine.

How do you hope to 
make a difference?

By listening to the is-
sues that parents and 
students are having and 
listening to the issues 
that faculty and staff are 
having. Knowing first 
you must listen not saying 
agree but at least listen, 
and then prayfully come 
up with a plan or solu-
tion that works. I am an 
advocate for education 
and I want each student to 
succeed and win, because 
when the students win, 
the school wins. 

I don’t consider myself 
to be a politician taking 
one side over the other 
side. I’m just a mother of 
three who values educa-
tion and believe that I 
can make a difference 
in my school. No matter 
the outcome, I will still 
be working to keep our 
school great!  Because you 
don’t need a title to work.
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Birth

Birthday
Betty Bell 
celebrates 

85th 
birthday

B
etty Bell celebrated her 
85th birthday on Tues-

day, Oct. 18, 2022. 
She celebrated with more 

than 50 friends and family 
at  her favorite restaurant, 
Meeting on Main in Willis-
ton, where she got her fried 
chicken fix. Many people 
stopped by to get one of her 
big hugs, too!

The former Williston resi-
dent, who now lives at Cum-

berland Village in Aiken, was 
born Oct. 18, 1937. 

Keaton Haze Creech was born on July 20, 2022. 

Keaton Haze Creech

Cliff and Victoria Creech of Barnwell are proud to announce the birth of 
their son, Keaton Haze Creech.

He was born on July 20, 2022 at 7:55 a.m. at Aiken Regional Medical Center 
in Aiken. He weighed 8 pounds, 5 ounces and was 20 inches long.

Keaton was welcomed home by his big brothers, Caden, age 10, and Asher, 
age 4.

Maternal grandparents are Charles and Tabitha Zorn of Barnwell. 
Paternal grandparents are Joey and Tammy Gunnells of Barnwell and 

Rodney Creech of Williston.
Maternal great-grandparents are Linda Zorn and the late Charles Zorn Sr. 

of Barnwell; Jimmy and Lisa Bodiford of Crosshill; and the late Doris Bodiford 
of Williston.

Paternal great-grandparents are Albert and Bettie Wade of Clemson; Don 
Creech Sr. of Barnwell; and Rick and Emma Walta of Barnwell. 

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. 
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New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

Robert O. "Bobby" Morris 
recognized for 43 years of 

service to Town of Snelling

The Town of Snelling recently recognized a 
long-time community servant. 

Robert O. “Bobby” Morris was recognized during 
the Sept. 12 Snelling Town Council meeting for his 

43 years as a town council member and for his dedication to the community. 
He was presented with a commemorative plaque. 

“Robert O. ‘Bobby’ Morris has been, and continues to be, a model citizen, 
always ready, willing and eager to help his neighbors whenever and wherever 
there is a need,” according to a resolution honoring his service. 

The lifelong Snelling resident served on the Election Commission Board 
when the town was reorganized in 1969. He was instrumental in establish-
ing the Snelling Volunteer Fire Department, and has served as its chief since 
1978. Morris was elected to Snelling Town Council in 1979 and continues to 
serve. The resolution also stated Morris “has for more than 40 years provided 
building and equipment maintenance services, trash disposal services, and 
landscaping services in an exemplary manner to the Town of Snelling.”

“The Town of Snelling expresses its appreciation to Robert O. “Bobby” 
Morris for his many years of dedicated service to the Town of Snelling and 
for many jobs well done,” stated the resolution.

A small reception followed the meeting.

Bobby Morris (center) with his family (from left to right): Michael Still, Heather 

Still, Neal Morris, Tyler Morris, Rebecca Morris, kids Harper Lee and Jason, Janet 

Creighton, and Snelling Mayor Paul Moore.

Lisa Still

Town of Snelling

Snelling Town Council recognized Bobby Morris. From left to right: Wiley Moore, 

Annette Moore, Bobby Morris, Brookie Anderson and Mayor Paul Moore.
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BARNWELL - Billy Her-
man “Wess” Westmore-
land, 77, passed away 
October 16th, 2022. He 
was born March 1st, 1945, 
in Morristown, Tennessee 
to the late Jack and Thelma 
Westmoreland.

He is survived by his 
wife of 52 years, Judy K. 
Westmoreland of Barn-
well; daughter, Dawn (Mi-
chael) Westmoreland Butts 
of North Augusta; son, J.J. 
(Laurie) Westmoreland of 
New Orleans, LA; grand-
daughters, Avery and Nat-
alie Westmoreland; sisters, 
Nell (Sammy) Ducan and 
Mary Jo Katz, as well as 
his special fur-baby, Cali. 

He is preceded in death 
by sisters, Sandra Noe, 
Jane Westmoreland, Ann 
Smith, Jackie Sox, and 
Toni Long.

Wess loved his family, 
especially his two grand-
daughters who called him 
“Grampsie.” He loved his 
children and was proud of 
the paths they have chosen 
along with their spouses, 
Laurie and Mike. He was 
an avid hunter and fisher-
man, and loved to tend his 
garden to share with his 
friends and neighbors.

Visitation was held 
Thursday, October 20th, 
2022, from 10 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. at Mole Fu-
neral Home, with grave-
side services following 
at 11:30 a.m. at the Barn-
well United Methodist 
Church Cemetery, with 
Rev. Ed Traxler officiating. 
Pallbearers were Lonnie 
Keele, Roy Martin, Ron-

nie Horton, Ralph Moore, 
Coley Creech, and Ronald 
Still.

The family wishes to 
extend a special thanks to 
his home health care team, 
Holly Tucker, Kellie Car-
roll, Alison Stevens, Josh 
Young, Judy Villalobos, 
Robin Boylston, and other 
Remain At Home staff.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks donations 
be made to the Barn-
well United Methodist 
Church Cemetery, P.O. 
Box 126, Barnwell, S.C. 
29812, and the St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105.

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell was in charge of 
arrangements. Sign the on-
line guestbook at molefh.
com. 
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Billy Herman “Wess” 
Westmoreland

BRANCHVILLE - A 
Celebration of Life Service 
for Frances Still Mills, 66, 
of Branchville, will be at 2 
o’clock p.m., Wednesday, 
October 26, 2022 in the 
Folk Funeral Home Cha-
pel, Williston. The family 
will receive friends one 
hour prior to the service 
at the funeral home on 
Wednesday. Memorial 
contributions may be giv-
en to Folk Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 367, Williston, 

S.C. 29853. 
Frances passed away 

on Thursday, October 20, 
2022.

Born in Orangeburg, 
she was a daughter of the 
late Albert “Tadpole” Still 
and Gwendolyn Porter 
Still and was married to 
the late Joseph Willard 
“Jake” Mills. She was a 
member of the Memorial 
Church of the Nazarene. 
Frances was a graduate 
of Orangeburg Technical 
College with a degree in 
Real Estate; she was real-
tor and a broker having 
owned and operated Mills 
Real Estate Company for a 
number of years. 

Survivors include her 
son, Bennie Newsome of 
Rowesville; her daughter, 
Laina (Jerome) Teschen-

dorf of Patten, ME; step-
daughters, Faith (Trey) At-
kinson of Orangeburg and 
Nica Jones of Branchville; 
grandchildren, Dakota Te-
schendorf, Jackson, Tyler 
and Sarah Jones, Preston 
and Aimee Atkinson; a sis-
ter, Annie Ruth (Bill) Giles 
of Columbia; and broth-
ers, Conway Albert Still 
of Troy, N.C. and Joseph 
Allen Still of Branchville; 
and a number of nieces 
and nephews.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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Frances Still Mills

WILLISTON - A grave-
side funeral service for 
Jane Baynham Barnes, 83, 
of Williston, will be held 
at 10 o’clock a.m., Thurs-
day, October 27, 2022 at 
the Williston Cemetery 
with the Reverend Bert 
Baynham officiating. The 
family will receive friends 
from 6 to 8 p.m., Wednes-
day at the funeral home 
in Williston. Memorial 
contributions may be sent 
to the American Heart As-
sociation, P.O. Box 840692, 
Dallas, TX 75284-0692. 

Jane passed away on 

Monday, October 24, 2022.
Jane was a native of 

North Augusta; she was a 
daughter of the late Joseph 
A. Baynham and Florence 
Frey Baynham, and was 
married to the late Paul 
Dallas Barnes. She was a 
member of the Williston 
First Baptist Church and 
was a graduate of New-
berry College. She worked 
for WSRC at the Savannah 
River Site for 30 years and 
also taught school in New 
Ellenton and Williston for 
a number of years before 
returning and retiring 
from the Savannah River 
Site. 

Survivors include her 
sons,  Dallas (Donna) 
Barnes Jr. of Williston and 
Allan (Amanda) Barnes of 
Aiken; three granddaugh-
ters, Rachael (Austin) 
Head and their children, 
Aubrey and Adalynn, all 

of North Augusta, Paw-
ley Cate Barnes and Lily 
Barnes, both of Aiken; two 
grandsons, Tyler (Brooke) 
Reedy of Clemson and 
Connor Reedy of Aiken; a 
sister, Jeanette (William E. 
“Bill”) Eckard of Grayson, 
GA; a brother, James A. 
“Jimmy” (Martha) Bayn-
ham of Mechanicsville, 
VA; along with a number 
of nieces and nephews.

The family would like to 
extend a thank you to Day-
Break for their excellent 
care, love, and concern 
that was shown to Jane 
and her family.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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GREENVILLE - Jessica 
Lauren Gunnells, 29, of 
Greenville, (formerly of 
Barnwell) passed away on 
October 16, 2022. Jessica 
was the daughter of Liz 
Smoak of Barnwell and 
Kenny DeMeza of Lex-
ington. She was a loving 
daughter, mother, sister, 
aunt, and niece.

Jessica never met a 
stranger. Her easy-going 
manner helped her to 
make friends wherever 
she went. Throughout her 
life she enjoyed roller skat-
ing, hiking, fishing, writ-
ing poetry and her phone. 
Her smile and presence 
will be deeply missed 
by everyone. Jessica en-
dured many trials and 
tribulations in life that she 

worked through with the 
support of her family and 
friends. She absolutely 
adored her sons, Dawson 
and Wyatt. She enjoyed 
spending time with her 
boys and making sure 
they knew exactly how 
much she loved them.

Survivors include her 
mother, Liz Smoak of 
Barnwell; her father and 
stepmother, Kenny and 
Heather DeMeza of Lex-
ington; her sons, Dawson 
and Wyatt; sisters, Madi-
son (Chris) Able of Aiken 
and Alexis DeMeza of Lex-
ington; nieces and neph-
ews, Emmalynn, Raylan, 
& Corey Able and Vio-
let Smoak; grandparents, 
Mike and Joyce Gunnells 
of Georgia, Raleigh and 
Myrtle Smoak of Barnwell, 
and Dorothy DeMeza of 
Lexington; special aunt 
and uncle, Sandra and 
Jeff Holmes of Greenville; 
aunts, Cathy Mathis, Lisa 
Love, Debra (Rodney) 
Woodward; sister-in-law, 

Isabella Spoon of Charles-
ton; uncle, Timothy De-
Meza; and numerous 
cousins. 

Jessica was predeceased 
by her stepfather, Lee 
Smoak; brother, Richard 
Smoak; maternal grand-
parents,  Dawson and 
Genevieve Gunnells; and 
uncle, Brian Smoak.

Funeral services were 
held on Friday, October 
21, 2022 at 11 a.m. in Green 
Branch Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church with Rev. 
Timmy Gunnells officiat-
ing. Burial followed in 
George’s Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery. The 
family received friends at 
the church from 10 a.m. 
until time of service. 

Mole Funeral Home 
of Barnwell assisted the 
family with arrangements. 
Sign the online guestbook 
at molefh.com. 
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COLSTON BRANCH 
COMMUNITY - Funeral 
services for Johnny Marsh 
“Country” Lyons Sr., 62, of 
the Colston Branch Com-
munity, Bamberg County, 
will be held at 2 o’clock 
p.m., Thursday, October 
27, 2022 at Colston Branch 
Baptist Church; burial 
will follow in the Colston 
Branch Baptist Church 
Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends from 6 to 8 
p.m., Wednesday, October 
26th at Colston Branch 

Baptist Church. Memorial 
contributions may be sent 
to Folk Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 367, Denmark, 
S.C.  29042. 

Country passed away 
on Sunday, October 23, 
2022.

Born in Bamberg Coun-
ty, he was a son of Alice 
Bishop Lyons McMillian 
and the late Jimmy How-
ard Lyons. He attended 
Colston Branch Baptist 
Church and worked in 
the logging industry as a 
truck driver.

Survivors include his 
mother and step-father, 
Alice and Ben McMillan; 
daughters, April Lyons 
of Bamberg and Jessica 
Lyons (Richard Hill) of 
Orangeburg; a son, John-
ny M. (Ashley) Lyons Jr. 

of Aiken; grandchildren, 
Shelby Hill, Ashton Florie, 
Kyra Hightower, John-
ny Lyons III, Colin Ly-
ons, and Autumn Lyons; 
a brother, Terry (Lynn) 
Lyons of Olar; a niece, 
Krystle Lyons ( Jervey) 
Chitty; and a great niece, 
Braylen Chitty.

In addition to his father, 
Jimmy Lyons, he was pre-
ceded in death by grand-
children, Richard High-
tower Jr., Marcus Smith, 
and Xander Hightower.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc., Denmark, is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
obituary at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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Lyons Sr.

BULLS GAP, TN Ju-
lian B. Wall Jr., age 60, en-
tered his Heavenly home 
and was received into 
the Presence of His Lord 
on September 11, 2022. 
He was a burning and 
shining light for His Lord 
and loved his family, his 
church, making people 
smile, fishing and drum-
ming and making music 
for Jesus.

After relocating to Bulls 
Gap in 2020, he was a 

faithful member of Cross-
roads Assembly of God, 
where he served on the 
Media team. Prior to this 
move, he attended and 
faithfully served at Eter-
nal Life Harvest Center 
in Knoxville, TN, where 
he served as an Elder. He 
took this position very 
seriously and lived to tell 
other about Jesus.

He was a wonderful 
husband, father,  and 
grandfather who led his 
family in service and love 
to God, like Abraham. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Julian 
Wall Sr., and sister, Brenda 
Kay Wall.

He leaves to cherish his 
memory, his mother Glad-
ys Capers (Williston); his 
adoring wife of 37 years, 
Patsy Wall; son, Julian III 

(Kari) Wall, and three pre-
cious grandchildren, Ju-
lian IV, Matthew Evan and 
Loralai Wall; sisters, Janis 
(Al) Moore of Daphne, AL, 
Debra (Scott) McLaughlin 
of Milton, FL, and Rebecca 
(Matt) Fail (Williston), 
as well as nephews and 
nieces, whom he loved 
very much.

Visitation was held on 
Thursday, September 15 
from 2-3 p.m. at Eternal 
Life Harvest Center (1801 
Western Ave, Knoxville 
TN). Services began at 3 
p.m.  

A graveside service was 
held at Barnwell Memo-
rial Gardens at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 17.
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BLACKVILLE - Funeral 
services for Reverend Rob-
ert Kenneth Frederick, 84, 
of Blackville, were held 
Monday, October 24, at 
3 o’clock p.m. at Black-
ville First Baptist Church, 
Blackville, with Reverend 
Ken Frederick officiating; 
burial was in the Williston 
Cemetery.  The family 
received friends from 1:30 
p.m. until the time of the 
service Monday afternoon 
at the church, and at all 
other times at the home of 
Ken and Suzanne Freder-
ick in Blackville. 

He passed away on Oc-
tober 19, 2022.

Robert was born in Wil-
liston on May 23, 1938, 
to William Layton and 
Pearl  Lott  Frederick.  
Known to many as “Frog” 
or “Bobby”, he gradu-
ated from Williston-Elko 
High School in 1956. He 
grew up in those special 
years as small-town Wil-
liston and all of Barnwell 
County were changed by 

the arrival of “the Bomb 
Plant.” “Frog” served six 
years in the U.S. Army 
Reserves like so many of 
his classmates and friends. 
“Bobby” graduated from 
North Greenville Junior 
Col lege  (now North 
Greenville University) 
and was ordained into 
the ministry by Rosemary 
Baptist Church on March 
25, 1962. “Preacher Bob” 
would pastor South Car-
olina Baptist churches 
for six decades including 
Adam’s Run Baptist, Old 
St. George Baptist, Pleas-
ant Ridge Baptist, Neeses 
Baptist, Healing Springs 
Baptist, Mt. Olivet Bap-
tist, Allen’s Chapel Bap-
tist, Pleasant Hill Baptist, 
Gethsemane Baptist and 
Beulah Baptist.

On December 13, 1963, 
a Friday the 13th, he went 
on a blind date with Elaine 
Shieder from Grover, S.C. 
and on August 1, 1964 the 
two were married launch-
ing a 58-year marriage 
blessed by God.    

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
siblings: Cecil Frederick, 
Raymond Frederick, Fran-
cis Hutto Frederick, Oneal 
Frederick, Janelle Freder-
ick Klozer, Edna Frederick 

Gibson and (cousin who 
was reared as a brother) 
Laurie F. “Mann” Fred-
erick Jr, as well as sev-
eral nieces, nephews and 
brothers in law and sisters 
in law.

Survivors include his 
wife of 58 years, Elaine 
Shieder Frederick: sons, 
Reverend Kenneth L. 
(Suzanne) Frederick and 
Robert  Len (Tiffany) 
Frederick; grandchildren 
Kenneth David (Sara) 
Frederick, Lydia Holland 
Frederick, Joshua Monroe 
Frederick, Samuel Layton 
(Ashleigh) Frederick, Rob-
ert Len Frederick Jr., Olin 
Chase Wilson, and Aaron 
Patrick List; a brother-in-
law, sister-in-law, cousins, 
and a number of nieces 
and nephews.

The family suggests that 
memorials can be made to 
the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering, IMB, 3806 Monu-
ment Avenue, Richmond, 
VA 23230.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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WINDSOR - Funeral 
services for Lewis O’Neal 
“Buddy” Cushman, 85, 
of Windsor, were held 
at 3 o’clock p.m., Friday, 
October 21, 2022 in the 
Folk Funeral Home Cha-
pel, Williston, with the 
Reverends Keith Ussery 
and Dan Fogle officiating; 
burial followed in the Mt. 
Beulah Baptist Church 
Cemetery. The family re-
ceived friends one hour 
prior to the service at the 
funeral home on Friday.

Buddy passed away on 
Wednesday, October 19, 
2022.

Born in Aiken Coun-
ty, he was a son of the 
late Lewis Cushman and 
Dessie Inez Beck Cushman 
and was married to the 
late Lois Virginia Inabinet 
Cushman. He was a mem-
ber of Mt. Beulah Baptist 
Church. Buddy retired 
from the U.S. Forestry Ser-
vice after 37 years; he also 
worked 19 years for Aiken 
County Public Works and 
at the Recycling Center 
after his retirement. 

Survivors include his 
daughters, Debra Annette 
Cushman of Windsor and 
Marie Cushman Stevens 
of Aiken; his son, Lewis 
Franklin “Frankie” Cush-
man of Windsor; a sister, 
Ann Crout of Wagener; 
brothers, Charles (Dixie) 
Cushman of Aiken, Tom-
my (Ginger ) Cushman 
of Columbia, and Billy 

Cushman of Eden, N.C.; 
9 grandchildren, 21 great-
grandchildren and a num-
ber of nieces and nephews.

In addition to his wife, 
Lois Cushman, he was 
preceded in death by his 
daughter,  Becky Ann 
Cushman Raborn; a son, 
Terry O’Neal Cushman; 
his sisters, Judy Norris 
and Margaret Holley; a 
brother, Leon Hampton 
“Bubba” Cushman; broth-
ers-in-law, Alton Norris, 
Joe Taylor and Bill Crout; 
sisters-in-law, Joan, Linda, 
Betty and PeeWee.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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BLACKVILLE – Mark 
Roland Hiers (63), beloved 
husband, father, brother, 
uncle, nephew and friend, 
passed away surrounded 
by love on October 19, 
2022. Funeral services 
were held at Reedy Branch 
Baptist Church with Rev. 
Harry Warren officiating 
on Saturday, October 22, 
2022, at 11 a.m. with visi-
tation one hour prior to 
service. Pall Bearers: Nich-
olas Holcomb, Alex Win-
kler, Brad Jumper, Rhett 
Glover, Ricky Fischer, 
Aaron Fischer. Honorary 
Pallbearers: Ken Turner, 
Gordon Turner and Doug 
Hiers.

Mark was born in Bam-
berg on February 1, 1959, 
to the late Herman Ro-
land Hiers and Ruby Pearl 
Collins Hiers. He was a 
lifelong member of Reedy 
Branch Baptist Church 
and loved serving his 
church and community. 
He owned Hiers Backhoe 
Service and was employed 
at Energy Solutions (for-
merly Chem-Nuclear Sys-
tems) since 1981. Mark 
was a hard worker and 
deeply valued the many 
friendships made serv-
ing clients of his business 
and throughout his forty-
one-year tenure at Energy 
Solutions. He loved his 
family dearly and they 
were his first priority in all 
that he did and he will be 
deeply missed by all.

He is survived by his 
wife of twenty-eight years, 
Tammie Hiers; one daugh-
ter, Amanda Marie Pearl 
Hiers of Columbia; one 
sister, Audrey (Norman) 

Sanders of Barnwell; one 
brother, Marty (Sam) Bal-
lard of Pelion; uncle and 
aunt, Arthur and Annette 
Hiers of Blackville; first 
cousin, Doug (Melissa) 
Hiers of Blackville; first 
cousin, Chuck (Sonya) 
Hiers of Barnwell; broth-
er-in-law and sister-in-
law, Gordon and Tammy 
Turner of Sandy Run; 
brother-in-law, Ken Turn-
er of Sandy Run; mother-
in-law, Bessie Hooker of 
Blackville; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

He is predeceased by his 
nephew, Mclain Holcomb, 
and father-in-law, Billy 
Hooker.

The family entrusted 
Dyches Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Barnwell 
with arrangements. 
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BLACKVILLE - Funeral 
services for Mary Fanning 
Hutson, 87, of Blackville, 
will be held at 4 o’clock 
p.m., Wednesday, Octo-
ber 26, 2022 in the Folk 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
Williston, with the Rever-
end Dr. Beth Yarborough 
officiating; burial will be 
in the Barnwell Memory 
Gardens on Reynolds 
Road. The family received 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m., 
Tuesday at the funeral 
home in Williston. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
sent to Blackville United 
Methodist Church, 50 
Spring Court, Blackville, 
S.C. 29817 or Lebanon 

United Methodist Church, 
P.O. Box 367, Norway, S.C. 
29113. 

Mary passed away on 
Saturday, October 22, 
2022.

Born in Norway, S.C., 
she was a daughter of the 
late Walter Dickson Fan-
ning and Helen Lyles Fan-
ning and was married to 
the late Lonnie Hutson for 
62 years. She loved attend-
ing the Blackville United 
Methodist Church as long 
as her health enabled her 
to attend. She previously 
worked as a supervisor at 
the CSW Sewing Room in 
Blackville. Mary was all 
about family; she loved to 
cook and sew. Mary also 
enjoyed camping with her 
husband and family.

Survivors include her 
sons, Larry Dickson Hut-
son and William T. “Tim-
my” Hutson and his wife, 
Tammy, all of Blackville; 
her two granddaughters, 
Leslie H. (Jeff) Fulton and 

their daughters, Vivian 
and Lillian, all of Green-
ville, and Kimberly H. 
(William) Blount of Mari-
etta, S.C.; a sister, Virginia 
F. (Russell) Thomas of 
Norway, S.C.; a sister-in-
law, Melrose Hutson; and 
a number of nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her hus-
band, Lonnie Hutson, she 
was preceded in death by a 
son, Lonnie Dean Hutson; 
sisters, Ruth Roberts and 
Margaret Fogle; brothers, 
Walter D. Fanning Jr., Wil-
liam L. Fanning and Clyde 
D. Fanning.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com. 
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ELKO - Ernestine “Tee-
ny” Rountree Givens was 
born December 31, 1935 
in Dunbarton to the late 
Benjamin Anderson Roun-
tree and Dora Burckhalter 
Rountree. Teeny passed 
away peacefully on Octo-
ber 19, 2022 in the house in 
which she was born.  

In 1953, Teeny was 
married to Billy Dunbar 
Givens whom she met 
in Dunbarton when she 
was a passenger in a 1941 
Ford; he was riding his 
bicycle. They were both 
13 years of age. Billy was 
the love of her life whom 
she adored. During one 
of many visits back to the 
community of Dunbarton 
where she grew up, Billy 
told Terry, one of their 
children, “This is the place 
where I first kissed your 
mother.” Teeny was a ded-
icated member of Mount 
Calvary Baptist Church 
where for many years, 
she taught Sunday School, 
was a Mission Leader for 
Vacation Bible School and 
was a former Director of 
the Women’s Missionary 
Union (WMU).

Teeny was a devout 
Christian and prayer war-
rior for her immediate 

family, her church family 
and those who needed 
uplifting in prayer. She 
prayed daily and earnestly 
for those needing prayer. 
She was passionate about 
encouraging her family 
through birthday cards, 
celebrating anniversaries, 
and was appreciative of 
visits from her children 
and grandchildren. Teeny 
thoroughly enjoyed sit-
ting on the “breezeway” 
of her home enjoying life 
and reminiscing with her 
family. She loved her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
and always placed them 
above herself in every 
situation. Her children 
also loved her beyond 
measure.  Teeny always 
demonstrated a fondness 
for many young people 
and was an encouraging 
role model. Teeny retired 
from the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission af-
ter 30 years of service. 
She loved flowers and 
planting a garden, and 
enjoyed antiquing with 
her sister, Margaret. They 
enjoyed a special bond as 
sisters over their lifetime. 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays were espe-
cially important to her, 
and her family and she 
cooked numerous dishes 
that everyone enjoyed. 
Teeny was considered an 
excellent cook.

Survivors include her 
beloved husband of 69 
years, Billy Givens; sister, 

Margaret Hoover Roun-
tree; sons, Terry Givens 
(Leanna) of Aiken, Randy 
Sanderlin (Tina) of Wil-
liston and Ronnie Rogers 
(Karen) of Montmorenci; 
grandchildren, Little Billy, 
Dale, Katie, Brandy Sue 
and Tyler; nieces, Mary 
Hutto Brammer (Charlie) 
Bennie Jean Hiott (Craig); 
a cousin, Billy Myer and 
other special nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

She was predeceased by 
her sons, Thomas Edward 
“Eddie” Givens, William 
James Ernest “Ernie” Giv-
ens; grandson, Brandon 
Benjamin Givens; sister, 
Ada Mae Hutto; broth-
ers, Ben A. Rountree Jr. 
and Quincy J. Rountree; a 
niece, Carol Hutto Scurry.

A graveside service was 
held with the Rev. David 
Turner officiating on Octo-
ber 21, 2022 at 3 p.m. in the 
Joyce Branch Section of the 
Williston Cemetery. The 
family will receive friends 
at 2 p.m. until the time of 
service at the cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests memorials 
be made to Connie Max-
well Children’s Ministries, 
P.O. Box 1178 Greenwood, 
S.C. 29646.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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Liana Orr is unopposed. 
• School Trustee Dis-

trict 4: Tim Scott is unop-
posed. 

• School Trustee Dis-
trict 5: Ronald J. Brown, 
who is currently on the 
board, is unopposed. 

• School Trustee Dis-
trict 6: Edward F. Rock-
well Jr., who currently 
serves on the board, is be-
ing challenged by Catrena 
Hughes-Parker. Candidate 
profiles are on page A5.

• School Trustee Dis-
trict 7: Ethel T. Faust, who 

currently serves on the 
board, is unopposed. 

There will be two State-
wide Constitutional Ques-
tions on the ballot.  

• Amendment 1: “Must 
Section 36(A), Article III 
of the Constitution of 
this State, relating to the 
General Reserve Fund, be 
amended so as to provide 
that the General Reserve 
Fund of five percent of 
general fund revenue of 
the latest completed fiscal 
year must be increased 
each year by one-half of 

one percent of the general 
fund revenue of the latest 
completed fiscal year until 
it equals seven percent of 
such revenues?” Expla-
nation: A ‘Yes' vote will 
increase the amount of 
money state government 
must keep in the General 
Reserve Fund (its "rainy 
day" fund) from 5% of the 
previous year's revenue to 
7% of the previous year's 
revenue. 

• Amendment 2: “Must 
Section 36(B), Article III 
of the Constitution of 
this State be amended 

so as to provide that the 
Capital Reserve Fund 
of two percent of the 
general fund revenue 
of the latest completed 
fiscal year be increased 
to three percent of the 
general fund revenue of 
the latest completed fiscal 
year and to provide that 
the first use of the Capital 
Reserve Fund must be to 
offset midyear budget 
reductions?” Explana-
tion: A ‘Yes’ vote will 
increase the amount of 
money state government 
must appropriate to the 

Capital Reserve Fund 
(the “reserve and capital 
improvements” fund) 
from 2% of the previous 
year’s revenue to 3% of 
the previous year’s rev-
enue and require that the 
Capital Reserve Fund’s 
first priority is to offset 
midyear budget cuts at 
state agencies.

When & where to vote
Polls across the county 

and state will be open on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. 

However, South Caro-
linians can now vote early 

during the two-week pe-
riod before the election af-
ter early voting legislation 
was signed into law earlier 
this year. This allows any 
voter to visit an early vot-
ing location in their county 
and vote like they would 
at their polling place on 
Election Day. 

“In-person absentee vot-
ing is no longer allowed 
by S.C. state law and has 
been replaced with a two-
week early voting period. 
Absentee By-Mail ballot-
ing is available, but with 
significant changes to the 
application and balloting 
processes,” said Naomi 
DeFrenn, director of the 
Barnwell County Voter Reg-
istration & Elections Office. 
“Voters planning to vote 
prior to Election Day must 
vote during the Early Vot-
ing period or apply for an 
Absentee By-Mail ballot.”

Early voting for the 
2022 General Election 
began Monday, Oct. 24 
and ends Saturday, Nov. 
5. A voter can vote at any 
one of the three early vote 
locations daily (excluding 
Sundays) from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.: 

฀ Barnwell County Vot-
er Registration & Elec-
tions Office – 367 Fuldner 
Rd., Barnwell

฀ Blackville Communi-
ty Center – 19464 Solomon 
Blatt Ave., Blackville

฀ Williston Town Hall 
– 13112 Main St., Williston

"As of late this after-
n o o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
40,000 people had al-
ready voted early, nearly 
doubling the previous 
one-day record for early 
voting set on June 10, the 
last day of early voting 
in the Statewide Prima-
ries," according to the 
S.C. Election Commis-
sion on Monday, Oct. 24.

If voting absentee, the 
completed absentee by-
mail application must be 
returned to the voter regis-
tration office by 5 p.m. on 
Oct. 28. Online and email 
application requests are 
prohibited by law.

Please go to scvotes.
gov and Get Your Sample 
Ballot before election 
day to see what will be 
on your ballot. You can 
also check your voter 
registration information.

Election: Guide to who's running and where/when to vote in Nov. 8 General Election FROM PAGE 1A
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Barnwell County first 
responders raced to the 
Snelling Town Park on 
Saturday, Oct. 15. There 
was no real emergency 
– just an opportunity to 
interact with the young-
est residents of Snelling 
and its surrounding com-

munities during the 3rd 
Annual First Responder 
Candy Walk.

The event, held during 
the 100th anniversary of 
Fire Prevention Week, 
had representation from 
several Barnwell County 
rural fire districts, the 
S.C. Highway Patrol, the 
Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Barnwell 

County Detention Center. 
Barnwell County First 
Steps was also on site to 
pass out books.

“Events like this are a 
good chance to talk to the 
community – especially 
children – about fire safe-
ty,” said Barnwell County 
Fire Coordinator Wesley 
Gatlin. “We want children 
to see who will be protect-

ing them during a fire, or 
any emergency.”

Gatlin reminded home-
owners they should check 
smoke alarm batteries 
monthly and practice a 
family fire escape plan.

S.C. Highway Patrol 
Trooper Logan Link of-
fered a different perspec-
tive about his participation.

“I think it’s important 

for the kids, and members 
of the community, to see 
us being friendly while 
in uniform and not just 
authoritative,” Link said. 
“Plus, I really like seeing all 
the kids in their costumes.”

Link serves with SCHP 
Troop 7 Post C which 
serves Aiken County. He 
attended the event with 
his wife and daughter, 

Grayland.
While meeting first re-

sponders and gaining new 
knowledge about safety 
during emergencies was 
the main goal of the event, 
children also walked away 
with full treat bags.

“I got a lot of candy,” 
said Daryn Johnson, 7, of 
Barnwell. “That’s what 
made this thing so good!”

First responders hold candy walk in Snelling

Three generations of firefighters: Morris family from Snelling VFD (Bobby, Neal, and Tyler). Daryn Johnson The Link family: Grayland, Jennifer Rahn Link and Logan.

Lisa Still
Town of Snelling

Dottie Still and Thad Croft sample the cotton candy.Emeline Crouch, Raegan Harrington, and Ali Crouch.
BCSO employees Faith Jackson and Shamario O'Neal 
cooked grilled hot dogs.
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Download tips for fun Red Ribbon activities at www.redribbon.org

C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 2

0
2

2
  N

a
tio

n
a

l Fa
m

ily
 P

a
rtn

e
rsh

ip
.

®

Understanding the dangers of drug use and abuse.

Respecting myself and being drug free.

Spreading the word to family and friends about the importance of being healthy and drug free.
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Download tips for fun Red Ribbon activities at www.redribbon.org

Know the Risks of Marijuana
Marijuana use comes with real risks that can impact 

a person’s health and life.
Marijuana use has been linked to a range of mental 

health problems, such as depression and social anxiety. 
People who use marijuana are more likely to develop 
temporary psychosis (not knowing what is real, hal-
lucinations, and paranoia) and long-lasting mental 
disorders, including schizophrenia (a type of mental 
illness where people might see or hear things that aren’t 
there). The association between marijuana and schizo-
phrenia is stronger in people who start using marijuana 
at an earlier age and use marijuana more frequently.

Marijuana Addiction
Contrary to popular belief, marijuana is addictive. 

Research shows that:
• 1-in-6 people who start using the drug before the 

age of 18 can become addicted.
• 1-in-10 adults who use the drug can become ad-

dicted.
Over the past few decades, the amount of THC in 

marijuana has steadily climbed; today's marijuana has 
three times the concentration of THC compared to 25 
years ago. The higher the THC amount, the stronger 
the effects on the brain—likely contributing to increased 
rates of marijuana-related emergency room visits. 
While there is no research yet on how higher potency 
affects the long-term risks of marijuana use, the higher 
the % of THC the more likely it will lead to higher rates 
of dependency and addiction. 

There is also a higher likelihood that marijuana can be 
laced with other drugs such as fentanyl.  The Summer-
ville, South Carolina Police Department recently seized 
marijuana that tested positive for amphetamines and 
fentanyl.  It is possible the laced marijuana contributed 

to two drug overdoses.  Please be aware, that more and 
more drugs bought off the street are being laced with 
fentanyl or other drugs.  This can lead to health risks, 
including overdose that were not anticipated by the 
user.  Please be safe and aware of the consequences of 
drugs that do not have a prescription.   

Marijuana Risks
Marijuana use can have negative and long-term ef-

fects:
Brain health: Marijuana can cause permanent IQ loss 

of as much as 8 points when people start using it at a 
young age. These IQ points do not come back, even 
after quitting marijuana.

Mental health: Studies link marijuana use to depres-
sion, anxiety, suicide planning, and psychotic episodes. 
It is not known, however, if marijuana use is the cause 
of these conditions.

Athletic Performance: Research shows that mari-
juana affects timing, movement, and coordination, 
which can harm athletic performance.

Driving: People who drive under the influence of 
marijuana can experience dangerous effects: slower 
reactions, lane weaving, decreased coordination, and 
difficulty reacting to signals and sounds on the road.

Baby’s health and development: Marijuana use 
during pregnancy may cause fetal growth restriction, 
premature birth, stillbirth, and problems with brain 
development, resulting in hyperactivity and poor 
cognitive function. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and 
other chemicals from marijuana can also be passed 
from a mother to her baby through breast milk, further 
impacting a child’s healthy development.

Daily life: Using marijuana can affect performance 
and how well people do in life. Research shows that 
people who use marijuana are more likely to have 
relationship problems, worse educational outcomes, 
lower career achievement, and reduced life satisfaction.

 For more information go to https://www.samhsa.gov/marijuana.  

How Marijuana Can Impact a Teen’s Life
Susan Ingram

Axis I Center of Barnwell

In October of each year, Red Ribbon Week, the na-
tion’s largest drug prevention awareness program 
is celebrated October 23-31. Red Ribbon Week is 
dedicated to raising awareness about underage 
drug misuse and abuse and the dangers drugs 
pose to students and adults. During Red Ribbon 
Week information on the dangers associated with 
tobacco, marijuana, alcohol, inhalants, opioids, and 
more will be shared with students, parents, and the 
community. 

The current epidemic we are facing with our 
youth is the use of vapes. There has been an alarm-
ing rise in the use of vaping among youth over the 
last couple of years and recently 55.3% of teens 
reported using these vape products. Vaping devices 
are marketed as being safer than cigarettes and 
many people think they are harmless. The truth is, 
vapes have just as much nicotine in them as tradi-
tional tobacco products (cigarettes); however, many 
vapes have much more nicotine depending on the 
brand. In addition to the high levels of nicotine, 
they also have more than 900 chemicals including 
Acetaldehyde, Acetone, Formaldehyde, Acrolein, 
Butanol, Crotonaldehyde, Glyoxal, Methylglyoxal, 
Propanol, arsenic, lead, and nickel, according to 
the CDC.  These toxic chemicals are responsible 
for many respiratory problems including asthma, 
bronchitis, lung cancer, and most recently popcorn 
lung and pneumothorax (collapsed lung). 

These toxic products are advertised to children 
and youth through technology, flavors, and the abil-
ity to hide and use them discretely. Many of these 
vape products can be hidden in plain sight because 
they look like everyday products. Although the age 
of purchase is 21, many of our youth are obtaining 
them through stores that are not asking for id, older 
family and friends, and even from parents. 

There have been efforts legally to try and combat 
tobacco and vape companies marketing to youth. In 
2019, President Trump announced a ban on all fla-
vored vape cartridges, however, this did not include 
the one-time use disposable vapes. Then, in 2022, 
President Biden placed a ban and fines on the Juul 
company for their marketing and advertising tactics 
which were geared towards our teens and youth. 

Nicotine isn’t the only issue we are now facing 
when it comes to vapes. Every gas station and vape 
store on every street corner is now selling synthetic 
THC vapes, in addition to nicotine vapes. THC is 
very harmful to our brains, lungs, hearts, and other 
organs. THC binds to the fat cells in our bodies and 
can last anywhere from 45 to 60 days after use. 

THC use has been linked to increased anxiety, 
depression, psychotic episodes including schizo-
phrenia and mental breakdowns, suicidal ideation, 
decreased memory, and IQ.  Studies have shown 
that 1 in 6 people who begin using THC before the 
age of 18 become addicted according to SAMHSA. 
The legalization of marijuana in many states and 
the availability of synthetic THC in every gas sta-
tion have lowered the perception of harm among 
youth and even adults, which has increased the use 
of these products.  

It is imperative that we not only educate our 
youth on the immediate and long-term conse-
quences of these products but call for action to be 
taken against those who are manufacturing and 
marketing these products to underage youth.  

What’s the Big 

Deal with Vaping?
Hilary Hindman

Axis I Center of Barnwell

What are edibles, and what should you know? 
Edibles are food products that have been infused with 
THC from the marijuana plant or synthetic marijuana 
THC. They can be made in homes, purchased in stores 
such as convenience stores or vape shops, or ordered 
over the internet. They range in milligrams of THC and 
can have many servings per container.

Why is this important? Many THC-edible products 
are not regulated. The potency of the products is not 
exact, and the number of ingredients is many times 
unknown. Because of these unknowns, there is a 
high potential for an overdose of these products. In 
addition, these products have a delayed onset which 
causes youth to eat more than the suggested serving 
size, which can also increase the chance of overdose.

Although many do not see the potential for harm 
from these products, there are very serious adverse 
effects associated with consumption.  The adverse side 
effects can present as confusion, vomiting, increased 
anxiety, panic attacks, hallucinations and paranoia, 
psychotic episodes respiratory distress, seizures, and 
irregular heartbeat which can lead to heart attacks, ac-

cording to the AAC.
These  products  are 

marketed to children and 
youth. They are flavored 
and packaged to look like 
everyday candy products. 
This packaging can lead to 
accidental ingestion by un-
suspecting children. Also, 
if parents and teachers are 
not looking closely at the 
packaging, they may not 
know that teens are bring-
ing these products into 
their homes and classrooms. There have been several 
instances where students have taken these products 
in to the school and shared them with friends and 
classmates which leads to emergent situations in our 
schools. 

Another concern for these products is they can be 
laced with other drugs. There have been several in-
stances, even in South Carolina, where THC edibles 

have been laced with things such as PCP ( also known 
as angel dust ) and Fentanyl. 

There is an age limit of 21 to purchase the products, 
however children and youth are getting them from 
family and friends, stores that are not ideating, and 
classmates. It is important for parents to take the time 
to educate their children and teens on the dangers as-
sociated with these products and to teach them not to 
take any candy from friends and classmates at school. 

What are Edibles?
Hilary Hindman

Axis I Center of Barnwell

www.redribbon.org
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high school and career cen-
ter, and one K-8 building in 
Williston or Blackville, but 
its actual allocation will be 
decided by an appointed 
transitional school board. 

“Nobody knows yet 
what the facilities are going 
to look like, but we know 
what the needs are going 
to be,” said Senator Hutto.

The first need recog-
nized is putting all stu-
dents in the county in one 
state-of-the-art high school 
and career center equipped 
with audio and visual tech-
nologies. The second is 
creating a long-standing 
K-8 facility. 

“The facilities in Barn-
well are such that they can 
last for years to come, but 

the facilities in Williston 
and Blackville need to be 
upgraded,” said Senator 
Hutto, who explains this 
decision will be that of 
an appointed transitional 
board. 

If legislation is passed, a 
county-wide, transitional 
board will be appointed 
in early 2023 to aid the 
process of consolidating 
BSD45 and BCCSD, ac-
cording to Hutto–simi-
larly to the interim board 
that was tasked with con-
solidating Williston-Elko 
School District 29 and 
Blackville-Hilda School 
District 19 earlier this year.  

The transitional board 
will determine if current 
K-8 facilities in Williston 

and Blackville will be up-
graded or rebuilt, and if 
they will be joined together 
or remain in separate facili-
ties. This transitional board 
will then be replaced by an 
elected school board presid-
ing over the created Barn-
well County School District, 
if legislation passes. 

According to Sen. Hutto, 
the transitional board will 
be responsible for allocat-
ing the $100 million in 
SRS funds. Many decisions 
around consolidation will 
be left to the transitional 
board; however, Senator 
Hutto assured community 
members the consolida-
tion process would not be 
pushed into 2025. 

Former Blackville-Hilda 

School District 19 Super-
intendent David Corder, 
who is the interim director 
of operations for BCCSD, 
hopes legislation will be 
introduced quickly. 

“Our school buildings 
in Blackville and Williston 
are in rough shape,” said 
Corder, who explained the 
faster the districts consoli-
date the less taxpayers will 
have to pay to maintain 
deteriorating facilities that 
may not even be in use 
after the county becomes 
one district. 

The pathway to consoli-
dation is incentivised by 
the Department of Educa-
tion (DOE) for districts that 
do not meet the minimum 
threshold of 1,500 students 
based on DOE metrics. 

Williston District 29 and 
Blackville District 19 did 
not meet the threshold be-
fore consolidation, and the 
newly-established BCCSD 
does not meet the DOE 
threshold either. 

“They still don't have 
enough students to meet 
the minimum threshold for 
a standalone district as far 
as the state is concerned,” 
said Senator Hutto. 

“The State Department 
of Education has started 
with a process to incen-
tivize all the districts that 
fall below that minimum 
student threshold to con-
solidate so that the number 
of students will be at the 
level that ideally you can 
deliver services for on the 
most economically sus-
tainable basis,” said Sena-
tor Hutto, who explained 
around $10 million was 
given to BCCSD from the 
state when Districts 19 and 
29 merged earlier this year.

If BSD45 and BCCSD 
consolidate, it too will be 
incentivized from the state. 

Barnwell County is the last 
of Senator Hutto’s six dis-
tricts to consolidate its school 
districts. In 2019, Senator 
Hutto pushed the consolida-
tion of three school districts 
in Orangeburg County to 
one unified district. 

“It's not just Barnwell. 
We just consolidated the 
two Bamberg and Den-
mark districts. We just con-
solidated the Hampton-
Estill districts, Clarendon 

County just consolidated 
their three school districts. 
Florence is in the process 
of consolidating districts,” 
said Senator Hutto. 

At the meeting, he ex-
plained Hampton County 
is going through the same 
consolidation process ex-
cept it is being funded 
by taxpayers. Barnwell 
County is able to use SRS 
settlement money to fund 
the majority of this consoli-
dation without costing its 
taxpayers. 

With district consolida-
tion comes a universal mill-
age rate set by the district. A 
millage rate is the amount 
of tax payable per dollar 
of the assessed value of a 
property. With one school 
district, all of Barnwell 
County will be all paying 
the same millage rate. 

A county-wide millage 
rate will aid in prospective 
industries and businesses 
moving anywhere in the 
county, not just within the 
district with the lowest 
millage rate. 

Williston Town Council-
man Eric Moody took to 
the podium at the com-
munity meeting to share 
his findings on the relation-
ship between educational 
facilities and industry. 

As a member of the 
Barnwell Economic De-
velopment Commission 
(Barnwell EDC), Council-
man Moody explained 
how prospective industries 
view the county’s educa-
tional facilities–some of 
which were built in the 
1950’s– to determine if they 
are going to establish in 
Barnwell County. 

To better not only ed-
ucation but industry in 
the county, Councilman 
Moody feels consolidation 
is necessary. 

Councilman Moody also 
said he understood the 
concerns regarding each 
school’s legacy, but felt 
the educational needs of 
Barnwell County youth 
were more important. 

Prior to Councilman 
Moody, Blackville native 
Ted Bellinger asked Sena-
tor Hutto and Representa-
tive Hosey what would 
become of each school’s 
legacy seen through school 

colors, sports, and mascots. 
Bellinger said he supports 
the consolidation 100 per-
cent, but hopes the schools’ 
individual legacies can be 
maintained throughout it. 

Senator Hutto said the 
decisions on colors and a 
mascot would be up to the 
school board. Some mat-
ters of sports, like deciding 
a division, will be handled 
by the South Carolina High 
School League. 

“Change is sometimes 
difficult,” said Senator 
Hutto, who hopes the com-
munity can continue to 
“press on until Barnwell 
County is consolidated 
into one school district.” 

“We were disappointed 
to know that countywide 
consolidation was the topic 
of discussion at a recent 
town hall meeting adver-
tised to discuss a new K-8 
school in Williston and 
Blackville; however, we 
know the topic of con-
solidation has come up 
often,” said BSD45 Board 
Chair Rosey Anderson on 
behalf of the board. “As the 
Board of Trustees of Barn-
well School District 45, 
we do not feel a proposed 
countywide consolidation 
is in the best interest of 
our county’s districts or 
our communities. We have 
expressed our concerns to 
Sen. Brad Hutto and Rep. 
Lonnie Hosey due to the 
many implications county-
wide consolidation may 
have within our county of 
which our representatives 
are not aware.”

At the meeting, Senator 
Hutto explained how a 
school system once es-
tablished by the late Sen. 
Edgar Brown and the late 
Rep. Solomon Blatt are be-
ing changed by Hutto and 
Hosey, all for the benefit of 
Barnwell County scholars 
and the county as a whole. 

Once the bill is filed, the 
public will be able to view 
it online and submit their 
input to Senator Hutto 
and Representative Hosey. 
When posted, Senator Hut-
to plans to take input from 
Barnwell County educa-
tors, administrators, and 
the community on how to 
tailor this bill to best fit the 
community’s needs. 

Last June, more than 150,000 people took 
advantage of the ease of   early voting.

With more ways to vote, election security and accessibility, there’s no excuse not to vote.  

Visit any voting center in your county to cast your vote before Election Day on November 8.

OCT.
24

OCT.
31

OCT.
25

NOV.
1

OCT.
26

NOV.
2

OCT.
27

OCT.
29

NOV.
5

NOV.
3

OCT.
28

OCT.
30

NOV.
4

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN

OCTOBER 24 – NOVEMBER 5

Find your early voting center at scVOTES.gov.

Bring a valid photo ID. If you don’t have one, you can get one at your county elections 
office. Early voting centers are closed Sunday, October 30.

8:30AM – 
6:00PM 

Consolidation: Lawmakers say county-wide school district, high school likely FROM PAGE 1A
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Christmas is a special time to remember the  
people we love, either living or deceased.  
The luminary bags around the tree on the  
"Circle" in Downtown Barnwell will shine  

brightly  as a reminder of that special love.  
 

You may decorate a luminary bag with your loved ones 
name. The bags will be filled with sand & a tea light 

and placed around the Christmas tree during the 
Christmas Downtown Program. A donation of  

$10 or more per bag will benefit our local elders.  
 

LIGHTING CEREMONY 
You are invited to join us for  

the lighting ceremony on  
Saturday, December 3, 2022  
from 4-7 p.m. on the circle.  

 
All proceeds of Love Lights will go towards the  
Barnwell County Nursing Home Residents Fund,  

Home Delivered Meals by GU of Barnwell County  
and the Rotary Club’s Coins for  

Alzheimer’s Research Trust.  
 

LOVE LIGHTS 
Please print for accuracy 

 

Your Name:          
 
Address:        
 
City:       State:  Zip Code:   
 
Phone:         
 
Email:        
 

Love Lights Purchased 
Print 

In Memory 
 
         
 
         
 
         
 
         

 
 
 

TO PARTICIPATE: 
Please mail the enclosed form and return it by  

November 23rd with Cashier check,  
money order, personal check 

 
MAIL TO: 

Love Lights c/o BDA, PO Box 1527,  
Barnwell, SC 29812 

 
DROP OFF: 

Hello Gorgeous, 20 Wall St., Barnwell, SC  
 

ONLINE: 
WWW.BARNWELLDA.COM 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

BDA 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Call Amy Davis at 803-571-1949 

Your participation  in the Love Lights Program is a 
meaningful way to contribute to the health and  
quality of life of the elderly in our community.  

If you live in Barnwell County and need 
assistance with Christmas for children ages 
2-10, applications are available through the 
Barnwell County DSS office through 
November 11, 2022 (deadline).
Must live in Barnwell County.
This is not a government program, but a 
community program conducted by the 
Rotary Club of Barnwell County each year.

If you (or your business, organization or 
church) are interested in sponsoring a child 
for Secret Santa, please email 
BarnwellRotary@gmail.com, contact any 
Rotarian you may know, or call Lynn S. 
McEwen at 803-300-2083.

If you have eligibility questions, contact  
Barnwell County DSS at 803-541-1200.

She remembers the 
mindset she had during 
active addiction, and how 
her reaction to traumatic 
events, like the overdoses 
of people in her life. 

“When I was in drug use, 
I’m not going to lie, when 
someone overdosed, it was 
like, ‘Well let’s go get what 
they’re getting,” said Bar-
wick about how your brain 
works on drugs. “If some-
one overdosed on that, it 
must be really good.”

“I’ve been around people 
who have had to go through 
that,” she said of overdosing 
with subsequent NARCAN 
use. “Just seeing it trauma-
tized me enough, but they’ll 
get right back up and start 
using again.”

Red Ribbon Week is the 
nation’s largest drug abuse 
campaign that takes place 
each year from Oct. 23 to 
Oct. 31. The 2022 theme is 
“Celebrate Life. Live Drug 
Free”, something Barwick 
does every day.  

“It all boiled down to 
me trying to be something 
I wasn’t,” said Barwick of 
her addiction.

When she was arrested 
on March 18, 2021 for 
drug-related charges, she 
didn’t know then that 
this date would signify 
triumph and recovery in 
the following years. 

“If that didn’t happen, I 
don’t know where I’d be,” 
said Barwick of her arrest. 

When she heard the fists 
of law enforcement offi-
cers banging on the door 
and saw the reflections 
of blue lights through the 
windows, she breathed a 
sigh of relief. 

“I was breaking the law 
and not caring,” said Bar-
wick. “I knew it was com-
ing, so when I looked out 
the window I was like, 
‘about time.’” 

Barwick spent four 
months at the Barnwell 
County Detention Center 
while pregnant with her 
fourth child. Here, she 
spent a lot of time thinking 

about the steps that led her 
where she was. 

“I had an eye opener in 
jail,” said Barwick. “When 
I got out of jail, I knew I 
wanted to stay clean, but 
this time I knew I had to.”

Barwick felt she needed 
to invest back into herself, 
because of all that drugs 
have taken from her. 

“I had to find out who I 
was, so that’s what I did,” 
she said. 

Barwick now has her 
children back, has her 
first job, and is working 
in classes at Axis I such as 
the Strengthening Fami-
lies Class. 

“My story changed me, 
but I also changed my 
story,” said Barwick, a 
phrase she has created and 
continues to live by. 

“I literally lost myself in 
addiction,” she said. Bar-
wick remembers letting 
the actions and opinions 
of those around her mold 
her into who she was, 
when she wasn’t really 
that person at all. 

“But I know now that I 
allowed that to happen,” 
she said. 

Barwick speaks with ac-
countability and reflection 
of her life and the life she 
is making for her children. 

“I never really was a 
mom until now,” said 
Barwick, who spends 

time taking her children 
to events and outings as 
often as she can. 

Barwick first told her 
story at the Axis I Cen-
ter’s Overdose Awareness 
Walk in August, where the 
testimonies of others com-
pelled her to share. 

Both at this event and 
one-on-one, she thanked 
members of BCSO for ar-
resting her 19 months ago. 

“As time went on, I actu-
ally thanked Matt Davis. 
If it wasn't for them doing 
their job, my kids wouldn't 
have gotten their mom 
back,” said Barwick. “I 
wouldn't have gotten the 
chance to live life and do 
what I am supposed to do.” 

Barwick has noticed tell-
ing her story helps others 
feel comfortable to do the 
same, and often shares ex-
periences with other Axis I 
group participants. 

“I love who I am now, I 
used to hate myself,” she 
said. “I look back and it’s 
a good feeling that I’m 
getting all this back and 
get a chance to show that 
I can be good to society 
and not just out there us-
ing drugs.” 

Barwick plans to con-
tinue being a dedicated 
member of the Axis I fam-
ily, and hopes her story 
will resonate with others 
in the community. 

Kathy Witherspoon (left), the Axis I Center's deputy 

director & DOT Certified in drug screening, with 

Courtney Barwick. 

Recovery: Local woman shares story of 
overcoming drug addiction FROM PAGE 1A
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Barnwell wins battle 
of the unbeaten 34-28

The Barnwell Warhorses en-
tered the Friday, October 21st 
game a perfect 8-0, but the 
visitors from Woodland were 
also a perfect 8-0. The winner 
would be in control of Region 
VI-AA, the loser would most 
likely end up second in the re-
gion, but would have to think 
about what could have been.

This matchup had been 
widely anticipated by play-
ers, coaches, fans, and anyone 
familiar with AA football. The 
High School Sports Report’s 
Billy Baker picked this as “the 
Game of the Week”. It did not 
disappoint.  

Woodland got on the score-
board first on a quarterback 
keep, but Barnwell’s Maurice 
Odom blasted through the 
line and blocked the extra 
poi nt  at tempt.  Woodla nd 
had the early lead 6-0, but 
Warhorse quarterback Cam 
Austin found wide receiver 
Dewan Bates for a 63-yard 
touchdown pass. Lane Evans 
added the extra point to give 
Barnwell a 7-6 advantage at 
the end of the first quarter.

The Wolverines answered 
with a 6-yard touchdown run, 

but the 2-point conversion was 
stopped when the Warhorses’ 
Mandrell Simmons tackled 
the runner short of the end 
zone. Woodland regained the 
lead 12-7. Barnwell responded 
with another big play when 
Cam Austin connected with 
Clay Pender for a 45-yard 
touchdown. Evans added the 
extra point to give Barnwell a 
14-12 advantage with 9:16 left 
before the half. Woodland re-

sponded by retaking the lead 
on another quarterback keep. 
Th is t ime t he Wolver ines 
converted the 2-point conver-
sion to take a 20-14 score into 
halftime.

Barnwell has not been ac-
customed to being down at 
the half, but Dwayne Garrick 
and the Warhorse coaching 
staff made a few adjustments 
during the break. The War-
horses came out running and, 

in particular, Tyler Smith was 
unleashed on the Wolverines. 
Smith scored his first touch-
down of the night with 7:00 
to go in the third quarter on a 
1-yard dive into the end zone. 
Woodland blocked the extra 
point and the battle of the 
unbeaten was all tied at 20-20.

T h e  Wa r h o r s e  de f e n s e 
made many good plays, but 

Barnwell’s Tyler Smith (center) rushed for 289 yards and three touchdowns vs. Woodland. 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

HIGH SCHOOL 
SPORTS SCHEDULE

FOOTBALL

Friday, Oct. 28
• Williston-Elko at 

Denmark-Olar - 7:30 

p.m.

• JDA at Holly Hill 

Academy - 7:30 p.m. 

• Barnwell at Wade 

Hampton - 7:30 p.m.

• Blackville-Hilda (Bye)

CROSS COUNTRY

Wednesday, Oct. 26
• Barnwell at Wade 

Hampton (Region Meet) 
- 5:15 p.m.

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

Grade: 11
Sports: Varsity Cheer, 

Competition Cheer, Soccer
Favorites…
*Food: Chicken Alfredo
*Movie/TV show: 

Criminal Minds
*Snack: Goldfish
*Coach: Amy Williams
*Free time activity: Hang 

out with friends
Goal for this season: “I 

just want to progressively 
get better, not only as a 
cheerleader but also as 
a person and make new 
friendships with great 
people.”

Coach’s quote: “Sara is 
one of those rare athletes 
that you know, without a 
doubt they will give 110 
percent all the time. If you 
need a job done, she is the 
one you choose.” - Amy 
Williams, BHS Cheer Coach

Sara Rudd
Barnwell High School

Grade: 12
Sports: Football, Basketball 
Favorites…
*Food:     Pancakes 
*Movie/TV show(s): 

Friday
*Snack: cinnamon pop 

tart
*Coach: Dwayne Garrick
*Free time activity:  

Exercise, working 
*Musicians: NBA 

YoungBoy, Lil Baby
Goal for this season: 

“That me and the guys are 
able to get a championship 
ring.”

Derondray 
Abney

Barnwell High School

Maurice Odom led all BHS defenders with 14 tackles and blocked an extra point (above).

Photos Courtesy: Donna Miley

A fierce battle waged between 
the Blackville-Hilda Hawks and 
the Williston-Elko Blue Devils 
this past Friday night, Oct. 21. 
It was a significant match, not 
only because it was between 
two long-term rivals, but because 
both schools are now part of the 
newly-formed Barnwell County 
Consolidated School District. 

Blackville-Hilda Coach Kevin 
Jones knew that it was not going 
to be an easy game. “We knew 
Williston would be a dog fight,” 
he said. “(WEHS) Coach Lipsey 
does a nice job of putting them in 
positions to be successful.” 

The Hawks had some good 
calls on defense. Joseph Simmons 
had two integral interceptions 
that stopped the drives of the 
Blue Devils. With such a solid 
defense, the Hawks started to 
pull ahead. 

Omarion Kinard made big 
plays for the Hawks throughout 
the night. In the first half he ex-
celled as quarterback and then 
picked up some big yards in the 
second half as running back. 
Samari Williams took over as 
quarterback in the second half 
after being on hiatus because of 
an injury. 

In the meantime, the Blue 
Devils were unrelenting in their 

David B. Corder
Sports Writer

Hawks defeat Blue Devils 30-13

The Blackville-Hilda Hawks celebrate their win over in-county rival Williston-Elko on Oct. 21.

Photo Courtesy: Felicia Kinard

See UNDEFEATED, 3B

push against the Hawks. They 
ran the ball for 200 yards with 
Chris Davis claiming a 33-yard 
touchdown and Jarrett Wootten 
gaining an interception. 

“I thought we controlled the 
clock well in the first half,” Willis-

ton-Elko Coach Kenneth Lipsey 
said. He also commended the 
offensive line of the Blue Devils 
for playing well. But as the game 
progressed, it was evident that the 
Hawks were dominating the Blue 
Devils at the lines of scrimmage. 

The game ended with a Black-
ville victory of 30-13. 

Coach Jones had nothing but 
praise for his Hawks. “I’m really 
proud of the kids on their win 

See HAWKS, 3B
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Locals spotted Oct. 22 at Clemson, USC games

ABOVE: The O’Neal family in Clemson.

AT LEFT: Steve and Diane Kerr in Clemson.

AT RIGHT: The Alexander family (Garnette, Taylor, 

Daniel, Margaret and Mary Chilton) in Clemson.

Trey & Beverly Anderson at USC’s game.
Former Allendale-Fairfax Tiger and Clemson Tiger record breaker 

Raymond Priester at Clemson’s game. Dennis Knapp and Larry Strong at USC.

Left to right: Georgia Cox, Summer Shuler Cox, Missy Nolind, Edie Stapleton, and Julie and Joel 
Stapleton (formerly of Barnwell and Williston) at Clemson’s game.Brandon and Megan Howard with their children at the Clemson game.

Michael Beasley with loved ones at the USC game. Valenda Black with her grandson, Nick Eichman. Freddie Hartzog (left) and his son Ricky at USC.

Nolan Wyndham with Lee 

Richardson at USC’s game.

The grandchildren of Clem and 

Brannon Collins at Clemson.

Lisa and Glen Wyndham with son 

Justin and his friend at USC.

Gracy Wier (left) with her parents, Molly and Johnny Wier, and 
sister Abby Serpas. Gracy and Abby are the granddaughters of 
retired Barnwell High Coach Mac Wier and his wife Sara.

Caroline Zissette and Matt Sanders.The Garrick, Lynn, Owens, and Delk families at the USC game. Contributed Photos
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T h e  Un i ve r s i t y  o f 
South Carolina Game-
cocks hosted the visiting 
Texas A&M Aggies at 
Williams-Brice Stadium 
in Columbia on a cool 
but beautiful night for 
football. 

The stadium was sold 
out for this SEC matchup 
and the crowd seemed 
even more energ ized 
t h a n u sua l .  It  cou ld 
have been added excite-
ment from the S.C. State 
Fair going on across the 
street, but more likely, 
it was from the always 
loud Gamecock faith-
ful, hoping to see South 
Carol i na wi n for t he 
fourth time in a row.

South Carolina’s fans 
were already in a frenzy, 
following the dramatic 
2001 entrance and the 
student section’s favor-
ite, Sandstorm, before 
the opening kickoff. It 
on ly got louder f rom 
there. Gamecock return 
man, Xavier Legette, re-
turned the opening kick 
100 yards for a touch-
down to join the likes of 
former Gamecock greats 
Deebo Samuel and Ster-
ling Sharpe who have all 
had a return of at least 
100 yards. The Game-
cocks were up 7-0 in a 
matter of seconds.

Before the crowd could 
settle down, defensive 
back Darius Rush made 
another huge play when 
he returned an Aggie 
interception inside the 
10-yard line. Carolina 
added three more points 
on a Mitch Jeter f ield 
goal for an early 10-0 
lead. The decibel level 
seemed to have hit an 
all-time high just a few 
minutes later. The crowd 
was so loud, the A&M 
center could not hear the 
quarterback as he was 
trying to audible and 
snapped the ball off his 

unsuspecting quarter-
back. The ball bounced 
back across the line into 
the hands of defensive 
lineman Tonka Heming-
way who returned the 
ball to the 19-yard line.

South Carolina would 
score from f ive yards 
out on a Christian Beal-
Smith run with 9:51 left 
in the first quarter. The 
Gamecocks led 17-0 not 
even midway through the 
first quarter. The quarter 
did include a Texas A&M 
51-yard field goal to close 
the opening period with 
a 17-3 score in favor of the 

Gamecocks.
The Gamecocks were 

not able to score in the 
second quarter and Tex-
as A&M closed the gap 
by scoring a touchdown 
and added a field goal 
to make the score 17-14 
going into halftime.

The third quarter saw 
an exchange of punts 
from both teams before 
Carol i na crossed t he 
goal line on a MarShawn 
Lloyd 18 -yard touch-
down run. The Aggies 
answered with their own 
15-yard rushing touch-
down by Devon Achane. 

Carolina held on to a 
small lead at 24-21.

MarShawn Lloyd had 
a big run down to the 29-
yard line. Jalen Brooks 
took a reverse to the 12-
yard line. Juju McDowell 
and Jaheim Bell each got 
the Gamecocks closer 
to the end zone before 
Lloyd scored again. The 
extra point was blocked 
bringing the score to 30-
21, which is all Carolina 
would need to secure the 
win. A&M added anoth-
er field goal, but Caro-
lina claimed the 30-24 
win. This was Carolina’s 

1st ever win over Texas 
A&M. Wit h t he w i n, 
South Carolina improves 
to 5-2 on the season and 
entered the top 25 for the 
first time since 2018. The 
four consecutive wins is 
the first time since the 
2013 season.

On the noise of the 
crowd, defensive line-
man Jordan Burch said, 
“That was probably the 
loudest I’ve heard the 
crowd since I’ve been 
here.” 

“It was for sure the 
loudest game I’ve been 
a part of. Every home 
game, we really do have 
that advantage,” said 
qua r terbac k  Sp e ncer 
Rattler. 

Coach Shane Beamer 
said he told the team be-
fore the game, “Under-
stand the crowd is going 
to be a great advantage 
for us, but we are not 
going to win the game 
because of the crowd. I 
may have screwed that 
up because the noise 
they created, the false 
starts they caused.” He 
continued saying to the 
fans, “Thank you! That 
was awesome, an awe-
some environment. Fired 
up because we have a 
locker room full of kids 
who really, really care.”

The Gamecocks will 
host Missouri this Satur-
day, October 29. Kickoff 
is set for 4 p.m.

really came up big in 
the second half. Wood-
land lined up to go for a 
fourth down and 1-yard 
to go attempt, but was 
denied by Barnwell. This 
seemed to be a turning 
point in the game. It 
was a total defensive ef-
fort, but Maurice Odom, 
Jaden James, and Shea 
Whitfield all had dou-
ble-digit tackles for the 
Horses.

Barnwell scored next 
when Tyler Smith found 
the end zone on a 7-yard 
run. Evans added the 
extra point and Barnwell 
took the lead 27-20. They 
would not give up the 
lead. Tyler Smith ran for 
289 yards on the night 
(250 yards in the second 
half alone) and scored 
his th ird touchdown, 
making the score 34-20. 

The Wolverines would 
not quit and managed to 
add another touchdown, 
but it was too little, too 
late and Barnwell defeat-
ed the previously unde-
feated Wolverines 34-28. 
With the win, Barnwell 
sits atop Region VI-AA.

“This was a great win! 
I am proud of our players 
and coaches,” said Barn-
well head coach Dwayne 
Garrick. “We have an-
ot her tough one t h is 
week. We are banged up 
and will hopefully get 

some of our guys back 
this week. This game 
will decide first through 
third places in the region 
so the stakes are high. 
T he at mosphere  was 
great last week and we 

are thankful for every-
one’s support! The key to 
this week’s game against 
Wade Hampton will be 
starting fast and playing 
a complete game!”

Barnwell will travel 

to Wade Hampton for a 
7:30 p.m. game against 
a very good Red Devils 
team. Come support the 
Warhorses’ bid to go un-
defeated on the regular 
season.

but will benefit the com
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 
The Warhorse offense keeps rolling, scoring three rushing touchdowns and two 

passing touchdowns. Photo Courtesy: Donna Miley

Gamecocks enter top 25 with win over Texas A&M

Gamecock Coach, Shane Beamer thanked the crowd for 

such an “...awesome, awesome, awesome environment” 

after Caroilina’s 30-24 win over Texas A&M.

Photos By: Katie Hayes

Undefeated: Warhorses improve to 9-0 FROM PAGE 1B

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

South Carolina running back MarShawn Lloyd 
averaged over 5 yards per cary and scored two 
touchdowns in the Gamecocks win over the Aggies.

Hawks: Blackville-Hilda 
Hawks soar over Williston-Elko 
Blue Devils FROM PAGE 1B

Friday night. They were 
able to stay the course 
during the game and 
execute even when we 
moved some folks around 
to try and put ourselves 
in the best position to 
win.” 

Despite the loss, Coach 
Lipsey continues to sup-
port his players, telling 
them to keep working 
hard and not to give up. 

For Blackvi l le,  t he 
game was an end to the 
regular season. They will 
play again on November 
4th in the first round of 
the playoffs against the 
loser of the Christ Church 
vs. Southside Christian 
game. The game will take 
place in Greenville. 

Williston will play the 
Vikings at Denmark-Olar 
this Friday, Oct. 28.

Barnwell’s Clay Pender scores on a 45-yard touchdown pass from Cam Austin.
Photo Courtesy: Jerry Holmes / J’s Photography

Barnwell County Consolidated School District 
Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw and husband 
Warren wear clothes supporting both the Hawks 

and Blue Devils to the Oct. 21 game. 
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

HALLOWEEN

EXPERIMENT

SKELETON

PUMPKINS

BUBBLES

SPORES

SPIDER

BLACK

MOLDS

SEEDS

JACK

SOAK

GLOW

DAMP

ROT

N

N
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Standards Link: Science 
Investigation: Conduct simple 
experiments. Standards Link: Research: 

use the newspaper to locate 
information.

Halloween
Hunt

Look through the 
newspaper to find:

a pumpkin
a ghost
a skeleton
a costume
a spider
a black cat
a spooky house

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

ANSWER: “Watch the board and I’ll 
go through it again.”

Spray each piece of food with a little water.

Place each piece of food in a separate jar, screw 
on the lid and write the food type and date on 
the top.

Place the jars in different locations—in sunlight, 
a dark place (inside a paper bag would work), a 
cool place (in your refrigerator) and one in a 
warm place.

Examine the jars 
every day, observe 
the changes and 
record how quickly 
food gets moldy.

1.

2.

3.

4.

bread, cheese, 
apple cut into 

one-inch cubes

Only two of the jack o’lanterns below are exactly the same. Can 
you find them? If you get stuck, do the math. The two 

even-numbered pumpkins are the matching pair.

water 
in a 
spray 
bottle

canning jars 
with lids

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

THE EXPERIMENT

Unlike plants, molds 
don’t grow from seeds. 
They grow from spores 

that float in the air. 
These spores multiply on 

damp food and the 
chemical they produce 
will make the food rot.

Don’t open your jars as 
more spores are forming 

and could be released 
into the air. Molds can 

make people sick.

2 + 3
9 + 2

4 + 3
9 - 2

6 + 4

5 + 4
6 - 3 13 - 6

11 - 2

4 + 9

6 + 61 + 2
14 - 7

16 - 3
8 + 59 + 8

19 - 4
3 + 23 + 8
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Have a parent help you open the highlighter pen. 
Pull out the felt and place it in a small amount of 

water. Let it soak for a few minutes and then 
discard the felt. Add a small amount of bubble 

solution to the bowl. Your mixture should 
be half highlighter water and half 

bubble solution. 

Turn on your 
black light and blow 

bubbles. Describe 
what happens:

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 47

Look through the newspaper for 
science-related articles. Which science does 
the article relate to? For example, a weather 
story relates to the science of meteorology.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Use reading skills 
and strategies to interpret informational text.

Science News

If you were a scientist and 
could invent something 

extraordinary, what 
would it be?

Halloween 
Humor

One meaning of the noun 
reaction is a chemical change 
brought about by the action of 

one substance on another.

REACTION

Try to use the word reaction 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

When I mixed oil and 
water, I did not get the 
reaction I expected.

This week’s word:

Use the 
code to 

solve this 
riddle.

Explanation: Baking soda added 
to vinegar creates a chemical 
reaction that makes carbon 

dioxide. This gas rises upwards 
into the balloon, inflating it.

Standards Link: Science Investigation: 
Conduct simple experiments.

Can you inflate a balloon with 
liquid? What do you think?

Try this experiment with a lab 
assistant (a parent) and see 

what happens.

plastic 
bottle

balloon

1 cup 
vinegar 1 tbsp

baking soda

Pour the vinegar into the 
plastic bottle.

Carefully pour a 
tablespoon of baking soda 
into the balloon.

Stretch the neck of the 
balloon over the bottle 
opening.

Slightly lift the balloon 
from the top so that the 
baking soda falls into the 
vinegar. Watch out!

1.

2.

3.

4.

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

black 
light

bubble 
solution

highlightersbowl of water


