
T
he United Way of Al-
lendale, Barnwell, & 
Bamberg Counties’ 

Project Care 2022 brought over 
2,000 boxes of fresh fruits and 
vegetables, two wheelchair 
ramps, and 139 smoke detec-
tors in the three-county region 
on Friday, September 23. 

This is the first year Proj-
ect Care has served all three 
counties, and comes after a 
two-year hiatus due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Project Care 2022 is a day of 
service as a part of The United 
Way’s mission to serve these 
counties in healthcare, finan-
cial, and educational realms. 
It serves as a blitz effort to 
cover a variety of needs in one 
consolidated effort.

“One day in our area was so 
impactful because everyone 
did it together,” said Ferlecia 
Cuthbertson, Chief Philan-
thropy Officer for The United 
Way. 

Project Care 2022 resulted in 
a fiscal impact of over $30,000 
not including the cost of lith-
ium smoke detectors. This 
means over $30,000 of supplies 
like food were provided to 
three counties for free, all in 

one day with the help of over 
300 volunteers. 

This is Cuthbertson’s first 
year in this position, and she 
attributes the success of the 
day to the partnerships and 
participants that brought this 
event to fruition. 

“I couldn't ask for better 
partners at the table and the 

youth were so impactful in 
making it happen,” said Cuth-
bertson. 

Cheryl Long from The Unit-
ed Way of Allendale, Barnwell, 
& Bamberg Counties funded 
1,640 boxes and Golden Har-
vest Food Bank funded 800 

O p i n i o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 A

S o c i e t y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 A

Kid Scoop.........................................................................................8B

C a l e n d a r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 B

C l a s s i f i e d s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 - 7 B

Puzzles...............................................................................................7B

WHAT’S INSIDE

$1.00 Retail
For home delivery pricing, 4A

VOLUME 146, NO. 23                                        WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2022                                  2 SECTIONS / 20 PAGES / $1.00

Connie Holder - 

Williston

Anthony L. “Tony” Steedly - 

Bamberg

OBITUARIES, 7A

Before celebrating the birth-
day of Blackville Town Council 
member Ann Pernell with the 
community, the Blackville Town 
Council held their monthly meet-
ing to inform and hear from the 

community. 
Police Presence on ‘The Hill’
Blackville Police Chief Ray 

Crawford’s smile, or lack there-
of, was discussed extensively 
during public comment. 

Multiple citizens expressed 
their discontent with Chief 
Crawford’s form of public rela-
tions coupled with the increased 
police activity in an area on 

Highway 3 known to residents 
as ‘The Hill.’ 

At the meeting, Mayor Ronnie 
Pernell explained it was a request 
of business owners on Highway 
3 to the council that this area be 
actively patrolled and “cleaned 
up.” 

One citizen expressed to the 
council that a Blackville Police 
Department (BPD) officer al-

legedly accused him of selling 
drugs; another expressed his 
feelings on Chief Crawford’s 
public relation skills when deal-
ing with citizens and felt it could 
be better. 

Another citizen spoke in re-
sponse stating, “it’s nowhere on 
the chief’s application that he 
has to smile as long as he gets 
the job done.” 

A different citizen explained 
to the council a situation where 
a BPD officer allegedly opened 
a car door to converse with in-
dividuals inside. She explained 
the car was parked on The Hill 
where police presence has in-
creased. 

When Mayor Pernell ran for 

Blackville residents voice police concerns 

Football players help distribute boxes of food during a Sept. 23 drive-thru food giveaway at Williston-

Elko High School as part of the United Way's Project Care. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Allendale County 
exploring consolidation 

of law enforcement

Allendale County leaders 
are exploring the possibility of 
consolidating law enforcement 
agencies. 

The idea is currently in its 
infancy as the county explores 
whether it would be beneficial 
to the state’s least populated 
county. The county is looking 
to form a committee of repre-
sentatives from county council, 
the towns, the sheriff’s office, 
and two police departments.

“Law enforcement has a tre-
mendous task right now. They 
are understaffed and over-
tasked,” said Darren Norris, a 
former law enforcement officer 
who now serves as president 
of MUR Strategic, a consulting 
and security firm. “They need 
to be able to operate efficiently 
and effectively.”

The topic of consolidation 
came after the S.C. Depart-
ment of Commerce authorized 
SouthernCarolina Alliance 
(SCA) to conduct studies of 14 
counties that face “challenges 
above and beyond some of the 
more prosperous counties,” 
said Danny Black, president 
and CEO of SCA, a 7-county 
regional economic develop-
ment organization. Allendale, 
Barnwell, and Bamberg coun-
ties were among the 14.

After talking with business 
and community leaders in 
Allendale about how to at-
tract more high-paying jobs, 
public safety was identified 
as a key challenge. Leaders 

cited high crime rates, a lack 
of investigative officers, and 
issues scheduling 24/7 patrols 
as key reasons for their safety 
concerns. SCA hired MUR 
Strategic to do the study.  

Some of the key deliverables 
from the study include: 

• Conducting staffing 
analysis and providing a rec-
ommendation for optimizing 
the Allendale County Sheriff’s 
Office’s organizational struc-
ture. MUR completed this by 
developing an organizational 
flow chart. 

• Determining the best 
staff scheduling to meet the 
mission of the agency and 
maximize the effective use of 
personnel. MUR completed 
this by recommending 12-hour 
shifts. 

• Evaluating current 
training standards for officers 
and making recommendations 
that meet and exceed the state 
and national standard. This 
was not completed due to data 
not being provided. 

• Conducting a budget 
review. This was not com-
pleted due to date not being 
provided.

• Making recommenda-
tions for salary structures with 
performance and longevity 
increases, cost of living adjust-
ments, and other associated 
benefits packages to aid in 
recruiting and retention of 
officers. MUR completed this 
by preparing a three-year pro-
forma budget.

• Reviewing current 
sheriff’s office policy and pro-
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Blackville-Hilda High School football players help load boxes 

containing food into cars at a Sept. 23 drive-thru food giveaway at 

Blackville-Hilda High School.

Darren Norris (left) of MUR Strategic speaks with Allendale County 

residents on Sept. 7 about the results of a law enforcement 

consolidation study. Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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Mayor Brett Williams 
welcomed guests to the 
Williston Town Council’s 
regular meeting on Sep-
tember 12 saying, “We 
have a nice list of things to 
talk about.” 

DISC GOLF

Since Hal Mundy and 
his son Dalton Mundy 
first established The Wil-
liston Disc Golf Club, their 
goal was to give back to 
the town’s youth through 
the recreation program. 

At the September coun-
cil meeting, the club did 
just that. 

Mundy handed Mayor 
Williams a $1,000 check 
for the Recreation & Ac-
tivities Committee on be-
half of The Williston Disc 
Golf Club. 

“That’s our main thing 
we want to give back to,” 
said Mundy of Williston’s 
recreation program. 

This check is a percent-
age of all proceeds made 
by the club from tourna-
ments, sponsorships, and 
other events. The club 
hopes to continue to make 
a sizable donation to the 
Recreation & Activities 
Committee every year 
if the sport continues to 
grow in Williston. 

In addition to this do-
nation, Mundy proposed 
some ideas to council that 
would better the disc golf 
course such as replacing 
and moving tee pads, a 
main course map, install-
ing a fence to prohibit cars 
from blocking holes on 
the course, and building 
a walkway between holes 
14 and 15 which goes un-
derwater when it rains. 

All of these proposi-
tions would be paid for 
and completed by the 
club, according to Mundy. 

The club is also look-
ing into ordering custom 
stamped Williston discs 
and merchandise to hold 
a kids disc golf clinic. 
Each child in attendance 
would learn about the 
sport, and leave with the 
needed supplies to play. 

The Williston Disc Golf 
Club plans to host three 
tournaments a year, and 
projects the next tourna-
ment to be held between 
late November and early 
December. Details are to 
be determined. 

COUNCIL RECOGNI-

TION

The dedication of Cap-
tain Roger Kaney of the 
Williston Police Depart-
ment (WPD) was recog-
nized by the council dur-
ing this meeting. 

Captain Kaney has 
served Williston for 44 
years in both the police 
and fire departments. 

“You stand out a little 
more than everyone else,” 
said Mayor Williams 
about Kaney’s long-term 
dedication to the town 
and exemplary service. 

Mayor Williams de-
scribed Captain Kaney 
as a great leader, and pre-
sented him with a plaque 
marking this recognition. 

Also being recognized 

for service to the town 
was Junior Teen All-Star 
United States 2023, Addi-
son Fail. Mayor Williams 
proudly introduced Fail 
and welcomed her family 
who sat in the crowd. 

Fail not only repre-
sents her hometown on 
a national level, but con-
tinually gives back to 
the community and has 
raised over $10,000 for lo-
cal charities. She is also 
responsible for stocking 
Blessing Boxes in Wil-
liston, Elko, and also in 
Aiken. 

Fail received a plaque 
in recognition of the work 
she does for Williston. 

POTENTIAL $12M 

GRANT 

Justin Ouzts of Turnip-
seed Engineers has been 
representing the Town 
of Williston to try and 
secure a town-changing 
grant. 

Turnipseed Engineers 
is a private engineering 
practice “specializing in 
water and wastewater 
treatment systems for 
small and medium size 
municipalities, counties, 
and authorities through-
out Georgia and South 
Carolina,” according to 
their website.

Ouzts explained there 
is $900 million planned to 
be distributed by the state 
for water infrastructure 
projects, and feels Willis-
ton is in a good position to 
secure some of this fund-
ing. The town is asking for 
$12 million. 

This grant is avail-
able through the South 
Carolina Infrastructure 
Investment Program 
(SCIIP), a one-time ini-
tiative to improve water 
infrastructure using fed-
eral funds from the 2021 
American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). 

The Town of Williston 
is applying for the SCIIP 
grant in order to com-

plete projects funded by 
two grants previously re-
ceived by the town– one 

from the Rural Infrastruc-
ture Authority (RIA) and 
one from the Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). 

“Those grants were re-
ceived around the time 
when COVID was hitting 
and before market infla-
tion, so naturally prices 
have gone up,” said Ouzts 
of the RIA and CDBG 
grants. 

“In order to supple-
ment those grants to be 
able to do the whole scope 
of work, they’re asking 
SCIIP to supplement the 
funding on those proj-
ects,” said Ouzts. 

Set to be accomplished 
if this grant is awarded 
are new water lines, sewer 
rehabilitation, well up-
grades, installing genera-
tors at the wells, and new 
equipment at the waste-
water plant. 

Turnipseed Engineers 
currently has a bid place 
on their website on behalf 
of the Town of Williston 
to construct new water 
lines from West Street to 
Springfield Road. 

Mayor Williams ex-
pressed how if acquired, 
he believes this may be 
the largest grant Williston 

has ever received. 
If awarded this grant, 

Williston has until De-
cember 2026 to use the 
funds. Ouzts feels this 
timeline of roughly three 
and a half years to com-

plete these projects may 
be difficult due to recent 
supply shortages and 
lack of available contrac-
tors. 

RIA is responsible for 
reviewing and distribut-
ing SCIIP funds. 

For more information 
about SCIIP funding, visit 
https://ria.sc.gov/sciip/. 

PICKLEBALL 

Pickleball player and 
Williston resident Greg 
Walkup took to the po-
dium to advocate for the 
sport during public com-

ment 
Walkup explained his 

previous conversations 
with both town and coun-
ty councils about grow-

ing pickleball in Williston 
and how he would like to 
see courts come to Willis-
ton. 

Shortly after Walkup 
spoke, Administrator Mi-
chael Beasley updated 
the council and crowd on 
item 13 on the agenda–
pickleball. 

Administrator Beasley 
explained he has found 
two funding sources for 
the courts– Parks and 
Recreation Development 
(PARD) Fund, or already 
secured American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) money. 

The PARD Fund is a 
state-funded grant pro-
gram to build or upgrade 
recreation facilities. 

The project is roughly 
estimated to cost $27,000 
based on prior estimates. 

The council agreed to 
carry on with placing 
bids to find a contractor to 
build the pickleball courts 
in the town park. 

HALLOWEEN 

The Town of Williston 
plans to host a trunk-or-
treat event at the Acad-
emy Street Park on Sat-
urday, October 29 from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Anyone who is interest-
ed in handing out candy, 
can come with a trunk 
full from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
to set up prior to the event. 
More information will be 
available at the Williston 
Town Hall. 

Williston has also set 
trick-or-treat times for Oc-
tober 31 from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. 

Also announced was 
the Craft & Vendor Event 
on October 8 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Winfield 
Heights Gym on the cor-
ner of Chester Street and 
Williston Way in Willis-
ton. 

The event plans to have 
slow cooked barbecue 
food trucks, and the Wil-
liston Fire Department 
will have a truck stationed 
for kids to explore. 

For more information 
on this event, email wil-
listoncraftandvendor@
gmail.com. 

HONORING COUN-

CILMAN TONEY 

During Mayor Wil-
liams’ report, he ex-
pressed his thanks to his 
fellow council members 
for their support of late 
Councilman William 
Toney’s family after his 
recent passing. 

Mayor Williams also 
read a letter sent to the 
town by SC Senator Tim 
Scott, who gave his con-
dolences to the commu-
nity and council. Mayor 
Williams plans to give 
this letter to Councilman 
Toney’s sister, Althia. 

TOWN CLERK RE-

SPONSIBILITIES 

Kayla Jerkins, the town 
clerk for Williston, recent-
ly took on more responsi-
bility which will ultimate-
ly save the town money. 

Jerkins is now respon-
sible for the accounts pay-
able, meaning handling 
the payments made to 
companies by the town 
for various services. 

Administrator Beasley 
commended Jerkins for 
taking on this additional 
responsibility as it saves 
the town from having to 
outsource this work. 

ZONING ORDINANCE 

Every decade, the Town 
of Williston is required to 
update the zoning hand-
book. The handbook is 
due to be updated in 2023 
and costs $35,000 to com-

plete. 
Administrator Beasley 

explained to the council 
that there is half of the 
total amount, $17,500, 
in this year’s budget, 
and plans to allocate the 
other half in next year’s 
budget to complete this 
project. 

This allocation of funds 
was approved by the 
council. 

Williston council accepts check, gives awards
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Addison Fail accepts a plaque of recognition from Williston Town Council members. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Hal Mundy hands a check to Mayor Brett Williams on 

behalf of the Williston Disc Golf Club to help fund youth 

recreation programs. 

Williston Police Department Captain Roger Kaney is 

honored at the Williston Town Council meeting for 44 

years of service. 
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Dreams, Imagination 
& Gift Development Pro-
gram (DIG) scholar De-
riana Corbitt, 10, raised 
the most money at DIG's 
back to school dance-a-
thon fundraiser held on 
August 6 at the Williston-
Elko High School gym. 

In total, the dance-a-
thon raised nearly $3,000 
for DIG Dreamers. 

Corbitt is currently a 
fifth grader at Barnwell 
Elementary School, and 
has attended the DIG pro-
gram in her school since 
fourth grade. 

Her favorite part about the DIG program is learn-
ing new things and rein-
forcing the skills she has 
been taught. She also en-
joys spending time with 
her fourth grade teachers 
from whose classroom 
she graduated from. 

“It means learning 
for me, and getting new 
friends, seeing new peo-
ple, learning new things, 
and going over what I al-
ready learned,” said Cor-
bitt, on what DIG means 
to her. 

Corbitt raised money 
for DIG with help from 
her mother, Samantha 
Williams, and her boy-
friend, her nana, and her 
sister, Dayla Williams. 

From 10 a.m. to noon, 
DIG scholars danced to 
hip-hop, Zumba, and also 
did some line dancing to 
support their program in 
both Barnwell and Allen-
dale counties. 

Corbitt described the 
dance component of this 
fundraiser as “great,” and 
explained they did both 
group and individual 
dances. 

So far, Corbitt has had 
a great school year after 
the back-to-school dance-
a-thon in August, and has 
big goals for the future. 

“I hope to work in 

an aquarium, and after 
working in an aquari-
um, I hope to be a singer 
when I grow up,” said 
Corbitt. 

When she is not in 
school or learning with 
DIG, Corbitt enjoys sing-
ing both new and old 
songs as well as learning 
about axolotl, one of her 
favorite animals. 

Axolotl are amphibious 
salamanders that come 
in all different colors. Ac-
cording to Corbitt, their 
varying color is one of 
the many reasons why 
she likes them. 

“They’re just super 
cute and they’re pink,” 
said Corbitt. “They come 
in all different colors, and 
I love almost every single 
color.” 

Corbitt also likes cats 
and dogs in addition to 
axolotls, and her favorite 
colors are purple, orange, 
black, and white.

Program Director Shel-
by Broomfield hopes to 
continue hosting fund-
raisers like these in the 
future. 

For more information 
on the Dreams, Imagina-
tion & Gift Development 
Program (DIG), visit their 
Facebook page or visit 
https://digdp.org/. 

Corbitt raises most in DIG dance-a-thon

DIG’s Dance-a-thon fundraiser gets Dreamers moving. 

“This is an opportunity for the public to view flood 
maps and to talk with experts so that property owners 

can make well informed decisions about their property,” 
said Jessica Artz, mapping specialist with the  

Department of Natural Resources.   
 

DNR is attending  the Open House to inform the  
citizens of Barnwell, Allendale, Bamberg and Hampton 
Counties about changes to the watershed’s flood maps.  

The watershed covers 1,889.5 square miles and also  
includes portions of Beaufort and Colleton counties. 

 
“Flood maps are created using best available data to 

identify the risk of flooding,” Artz said.  “South  
Carolina has seen flooding in many parts of the state 

over the past few years.  It’s important that citizens are 
made aware of their risk so they can take steps needed to 

protect themselves and their property.” 
 

 At the Open House, citizens will sign in, fill out a 
short form, and proceed to a property look-up station 

where someone will look up the citizen’s property  
information on SCFloodImpact.com and provide the 

current and proposed flood zone information.  
 

Following this, the citizen will be able to meet with  
experts to discuss flood insurance, engineering, map  
appeals or comments, grants or local permits/flood  

ordinance depending on the citizen’s particular  
concerns and questions. 

 
For more information, contact  

Barnwell County Administrator Tim Bennett  
at (803) 541-1000. 

Wednesday, October 5, 2022 
4:00–7:00pm 

at 
Barnwell County Public Library 
40 Burr Street | Barnwell, SC 

Hosted by: 
 

You are cordially invited  to 

on 

and 

DIG Dreamer Deriana Corbitt raised the most money 

at DIG’s Dance-a-thon fundraiser. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Photos Courtesy: DIG
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The University of South 
Carolina Salkehatchie 
Leadership Institute has 
announced the 19 partici-
pants of its 2022-23 Lead-
ership Salkehatchie class. 
This prestigious, regional 
leadership development 
program is offered by USC 
Salkehatchie and spon-
sored by the SouthernCaro-
lina Alliance. Alumni of the 
program serve as leaders in 
business, healthcare, educa-
tion, government, and non-
profits across the Salke-
hatchie region.

“I’m thrilled with this 
year’s Leadership Salke-
hatchie cohort. This year’s 
class includes emerging 
leaders from Allendale, 
Barnwell, Bamberg, Beau-
fort, Colleton, Hampton, 
and Jasper counties, who 
are stepping up to the plate 
to grow their skills to con-
tinue their public service 
and address tough issues 
facing the region,” said 
Jackson Alexander, director 
of USC Salkehatchie Lead-
ership Institute.

The year-long program 
will include workshops de-
signed to empower partici-
pants with the economic de-
velopment knowledge and 
the skills needed to cultivate 
progress within our region. 
The program highlights the 
strengths of the Salkehatchie 
region and explores the ob-
stacles facing small-town 
America. Program topics in-
clude economic development, 
education, the judicial system, 
local government, legislative 
advocacy, leadership skills, 
and diversity.

Alexander is grateful for 
the continued partnership 
with SCA because they un-
derstand that developing 
strong leaders is paramount 
to the future of economic 
development in the Salke-
hatchie region. SCA has 
sponsored the regional lead-
ership program in partner-
ship with USC Salkehatchie 

for more than 20 years.
“We need leaders who 

understand the importance 
of economic development, 
education and training in 
fostering great communities 
for both families and busi-
nesses. The leadership pro-
gram brings together our 
brightest and most promis-
ing leaders to share ideas 
about the future of our re-
gion, collaborate, and learn 
more about the impact of 
health care, education, train-
ing, taxation, infrastructure, 
and our environment to 
create a shared vision for 
the future,” said SCA Vice 
President of Marketing Kay 
Maxwell. “We are pleased 
many of our past leadership 
participants are now today’s 
leaders in industry, business, 
nonprofits, and local and 
county government. They 
are making decisions every 
day that will create stronger 
communities for our future, 
and SouthernCarolina Alli-
ance is proud to be a part of 
that.”

Allendale County
-Lawanda Patterson, Proj-

ect Manager, Savannah Riv-
er Nuclear Solutions

-Lawrence Wiggins, 
Chief of Police, Allendale 
Police Dept.

Barnwell County
-Sunil Kumar Tadamatla 

Christopher, Owner and 
General Manager, Eat Street 
Multi-Cuisine Restaurant

-Bob Snead, Program Co-
ordinator, Southern Palmetto 
Regional Chamber Innovation 
Center

-Jessica Brabham-James, 
Assistant Principal, Barn-
well High School

-James W. “Will” Kearse, 
Sub-Contractor to Depart-
ment of Energy, Savannah 
River Nuclear Solutions

Bamberg County
-April Wolfe, Nursing Ac-

ademic Program Manager, 
USC Salkehatchie

-Kathy Rhoad, Director of 
Strategic Initiatives, SCA

Leadership Salkehatchie 
class announced
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Barnwell County Ordinance 2022-05-389  
was approved by Barnwell County Council on May 10, 2022. 
 Full enforcement of the ordinance will begin Oct. 19, 2022.  

  
A main purpose of the ordinance is to enable grounds-keepers to 
mow and weed-eat the cemetery more effectively and efficiently. 
 
The ordinance includes the following:   
(For a copy of the ordinance, call (803) 541-1000. 
 
 No plants, trees or shrubs may be planted on any plot, except by 

the county as part of an approved landscaping plan.  The county 
shall have the right to remove any and all plants, trees and shrubs 
planted on any plots in violation of these rules.  

  
 Artificial flowers may be used on plots at head stones or plot 

markers only.  No other use of artificial flowers is permitted.  
Ceramic, concrete, metal, hard plastic or other similar material 
vases may be used for cut flowers or artificial flowers, if the 
flowers are changed regularly and well attended.  The use of oth-
er vases or containers, such as jars, glass vases, tin cans, paper or 
cardboard, is not permitted.  No containers, artificial flowers, 
wreaths, statues, or other memorial type items shall remain on 
any plot for more than 60 days, unless incorporated within the 
headstone.  After 60 days, county employees will remove the 
items. 
 

 The county shall have the right to remove any items constructed 
on a plot or left on a plot in violation of this ordinance. 

 
 Notes regarding enforcement of the ordinance: 
 

• Cemetery plots with coping and stone chips are exempt 
from the ordinance, because these plots, for the most part, 
do not require mowing or weed-eating.  Dead or faded 
flowers and broken statues will be removed. 

• Any plants, trees or shrubs impacting a neighboring plot 
will be removed. 

• Flag poles, American flags, and benches can remain in 
the cemetery regardless of where they are located. 

• Regarding plots without coping and stone chips:   
(1) All statues will be removed unless they are at-

tached to the head stone or otherwise attached 
permanently to the plot; and  

(2) All family mementoes will be removed. 
 

 

 

cedures and providing 
recommendations for 
policy implementation 
and enhancements. MUR 
completed this by recom-
mending the implementa-
tion of a revised policy/
procedure manual and 
appropriate technology to 
become state compliant. 

• Conduct ing  a 
review of county law en-
forcement sensitive assets, 
such as weapons, commu-
nications equipment, and 
equipment provided by 
the Defense Logistics Pro-
gram LESO/1033 program. 
MUR completed this. 

Sheriff’s Office Analysis
M U R  c o n d u c t e d  a 

SWOT analysis of the Al-
lendale County Sheriff’s 
Office’s strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities, and 
threats. The study did 
not look at the Allendale 
and Fairfax police depart-
ments.

At the Sept. 7 meeting, 
Norris gave the county 
leaders along with resi-
dents in attendance a look 
at the state of public safety 
in Allendale County and 

law enforcement services. 
“The Allendale County 

Sheriff’s Office is presently 
experiencing critical staff-
ing shortages for Class 1 
certified law enforcement 
officers. The lack of law 
enforcement staffing has 
led to a significant increase 
in both violent crimes and 
property crimes. State 
agencies have augmented 
patrol duties and respond-
ed to calls for service,” 
said Norris. 

The chance of becom-
ing the victim of a violent 
crime in Allendale County 
is 1 in 46, compared to 1 
in 185 statewide. Regard-
ing property crimes, the 
chance of becoming a vic-
tim is 1 in 26, compared to 
1 in 36 statewide, accord-
ing to 2020 data provided 
by Norris.

“That’s a very high call 
volume,” said Norris.

Despite the challenges, 
Norris said each one is 
fixable. 

“Where it gets hard is 
where we're going to get 
the money,” said Norris.

The ACSO currently 

operates on a budget of 
around $750,000 a year, 
but Norris presented a 
proposal to help the agen-
cy better serve the commu-
nity. Ideally, the agency 
should have 18 people 
with four teams rotating 
every 12 hours, he said. 
The three-year pro-forma 
budget would add more 
deputies and increase pay 
to help with recruitment 
and retention of deputies.

The three-year budget 
would cost approximately 
$2,962,731 - $1,304,532 the 
first year, $823,345 the sec-
ond year, and $834,853 the 
third year. These numbers 
do not include the current 
personnel and operational 
cost, he said. 

“One thing that eats 
agencies’ budgets up is 
overtime. Retention is go-
ing to keep those numbers 
in check,” said Norris, 
who believes the ACSO 
would eventually see a 
financial savings. 

Options to Consolidate
Allendale County cur-

rently has the ACSO, Al-
lendale Police Depart-
ment, and Fairfax Police 
Department to keep resi-
dents safe. However, Nor-
ris said there are other 

models to consider that 
could better serve the com-
munity.

“Change brings oppor-
tunities,” he said. 

The current model has 
the ACSO led by an elect-
ed sheriff. The agency 
serves the unincorporat-
ed parts of the county 
through crime investiga-
tion, serving warrants, 
civil process, and court 
security. Meanwhile, the 
two police departments 
serve their towns.

One option Norris pre-
sented includes consoli-
dation under the sheriff’s 
office. The towns would 
contract services through 
the ACSO, which would 
manage and lead law en-
forcement within county 
and municipalities. An 
analysis of personnel and 
equipment would need to 
be conducted to determine 
how much the towns pay 
the ACSO for services. 

The second option is 
to form a county police 
model, which would be 
an entirely new agency. 
However ,  the  ACSO 
would still exist to do civil 
process, court security, 
and manage the detention 
center. Norris said this is 

not cheap and requires a 
referendum. 

Moving Forward
After his presentation, 

Norris said his work 
is done. It’s now up to 
county leaders to decide 
whether to implement 
any of the ideas from the 
study.

“We’d like to see you 
continue it. We want them 
(county leaders) to get 
together internally, inves-
tigate it and talk about it, 
and come up with a plan,” 
said Black. “Hopefully it 
will drive down the cost 
eventually.”

One resident in atten-
dance said, “It’s going to 
be painful, but in the long 
run it will be better.”

At their Sept. 15 meet-
ing, Allendale County 
Council discussed the 
study and forming a com-
mittee. Council appeared 
unanimous in moving 
forward with a commit-
tee and said they would 
further discuss who will 
serve at a later meeting. 

"We will see if the mu-
nicipalities are in favor of 
moving forward with it," 
said Councilman Matthew 
Connelly, who chairs the 
public safety committee.

CONSOLIDATION: Allendale Co. looks at law enforcement FROM PAGE 1A

Arrest reports listed be-
low are public record and 
have been provided by local 
law enforcement agencies. 
All persons named are pre-
sumed innocent until their 
cases are determined in a 
court of law.

Stephanie Williamson 
Gunnells ,  38, of 3504 
Highway 304, Blackville, 
was arrested on Septem-
ber 24, 2022 by Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(BCSO) for Failure to Pay 
Child Support. Gunnells 
was booked and released 
to Barnwell County De-
tention Center (BCDC). 

Robert Holmes, 62, of 
188 Holmes Ln., Pine-
land, was arrested on 
September 15, 2022 by 
BCSO for Breach of Trust. 

Holmes was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Marcus Jacobs, 33, of 
80 Brown St., Barnwell, 
was arrested on Septem-
ber 20, 2022 by BCSO for 
Failure to Appear. Jacobs 
was booked and released 
to BCDC. 

Stevie Jenkins, 59, of 
8112 Millstone Dr., North 
Charleston, was arrested 
on September 14, 2022 
by BCSO for Possession 
of Marijuana with Intent 
to Distribute and Pos-
session of Crack Cocaine 
with Intent to Distribute. 
Jenkins was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Tuqurana Bathshea 
Jones, 41, of 6890 Ashton 
Rd., Islandton, was ar-
rested on September 21, 

2022 by BCSO for Failure 
to Pay Court Fines. Jones 
was booked and released 
to BCDC. 

Kevin Andrew Mc-
Quire, 34, of 751 Garden 
Rd., Barnwell, was ar-
rested on September 21, 
2022 by BCSO for Mali-
cious Injury to Property. 
McQuire was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

D a n i e l  B r a n d e r o 
Mishoe, 41, 544 Orchid 
Rd., Barnwell, was ar-
rested on September 12, 
2022 by BCSO for Dis-
tribution of Meth. Smith 
was booked and released 
to BCDC. 

Rubert Steven Dakota 
Padgett, 30, of 99 Canary 
Rd., Barnwell, was arrest-
ed on September 12, 2022 

by BCSO for Distribution 
of Meth, Possession of 
Heroin, Possession of 
Marijuana with Intent to 
Distribute and Possession 
of a Controlled Substance 
with Intent to Distribute. 
Padgett was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

John Randolph Pries-
ter Jr., 29, of 98 Grant St., 
Barnwell, was arrested 
on September 21, 2022 
by BCSO for Possession 
of Cocaine with Intent to 
Distribute. Priester was 
booked and released to 
BCDC. 

Edward Aaron Queen, 
65, of 831 Old Whiskey 
Rd., Barnwell, was ar-
rested on September 19, 
2022 by BCSO for Driving 
Under Suspension and 

Failure to Stop for Police. 
Queen was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Gracie Samarco, 18, of 
119 Dyson Dr., Williston, 
was cited on September 
17, 2022 by BCSO for 
Open Container, Posses-
sion of Marijuana and 
Possession of Alcohol 
Underage. Samarco was 
issued Uniform Traffic 
Tickets and released to 
appear in Court. 

Jeremiah Jeffery Sat-
terfield, 40, of 56 Wild-
wood Rd., Barnwell, was 
arrested on Septmber 18, 
2022 by BCSO for Fail-
ure to Register as a Sex 
Offender Violation. Sat-
terfield was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Brianna Weimortz, 23, 

of 306 Elko St., Williston, 
was cited on Septem-
ber 17, 2022 by BCSO 
for  Open Conta iner . 
Weimortz was issued a 
Uniform Traffic Ticket 
and released to appear 
in Court. 

Phillip Tymanie Wil-
liams, 38, of 1184 Byron 
Rd., Charleston, was ar-
rested on September 14, 
2022 by BCSO for Driving 
Under Suspension. Wil-
liams was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Terrance Lamont Wil-
liams, 46, of 2686 High-
way 279, Barnwell, was 
arrested on September 
19, 2022 for Failure to 
Appear. Williams was 
booked and released to 
BCDC.

Barnwell County Arrest Reports

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Stay informed about your community 

by subscribing to the newspaper. 
Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

Thomas Layne Kinsey was born on June 29, 2022.

Thomas Layne Kinsey

John Thomas Kinsey Jr. and Kendyl Baxley Kinsey of Barnwell are proud 
to announce the birth of their son, Thomas Layne Kinsey. 

He was born on June 29, 2022 at 6:07 p.m. at Piedmont Augusta. He weighed 
6 pounds, 13 ounces and measured 20 inches long. 

Paternal grandparents are John & Teresa Kinsey of Bamberg. 
Maternal grandparents are Wayne Baxley of Barnwell, Bill and Vanessa 

Mitchell of Hardeeville. 
Paternal great-grandparents are the late Elizabeth “Bonnie” Gray, the late 

Howard Kinsey, and the late Leroy and Carolyn Stewart. 
Maternal great-grandparents are Herbert and Judy Lee of Barnwell.Birthday

PruittHealth Barnwell celebrated the 102nd birthday of Mrs. Addie Evelyn “Abbo” 

Moody on Friday, September 23, 2022, one day before her actual birthday on 

Saturday, Sept. 24. Born on Sept. 24, 1920, she is the daughter of the late Anion 

Joe and Addie Grubbs Bonds. She grew up in Hilda with her seven siblings, but 

moved to the Kline area after marrying Ralph W. Moody, a U.S. Navy veteran who 

served in World War II. She moved to PruittHealth Barnwell after Ralph’s death. 

She is the oldest living member of Reedy Branch Baptist Church.

Addie Moody celebrates 
102nd birthday

Birth

Addilee Marie Bokman was born September 17, 2022. 

Addilee Marie Bokman

Amber Grubbs and Jacob Bokman of Barnwell are proud to announce 
the birth of their daughter, Addilee Marie Bokman. 

She was born at 2:24 p.m. on September 17, 2022 at Aiken Regional Medi-
cal Hospital. She weighed 5 pounds, 5 ounces and measured 19 inches long. 

She has one sister, Olivia Bokman. 
Paternal grandparents are Theresa Snider and John Bokman. 
Maternal grandparents are Betty and Lee Grubbs. 

New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon.
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Congratulations to Jim and Karen Collins on winning Ivy Garden Club “Yard of the 

Month” for September 2022. Located at 5396 Springfield Road, Williston.

Collins win Yard of the 
Month award
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BAMBERG - Anthony 
Leslie Steedly “Tony” 
passed away on Wednes-
day, September 21, 2022 at 
his residence in the Hunt-
ers Chapel Community. 
Tony was born on Octo-
ber 17, 1950 in Bamberg 
County and was the son 
of Homer R. Steedly and 
Betty G. Steedly. 

He was self-employed 
providing home repairs, 
carpentry, and plumbing. 
His skills allowed him to 
do just about anything.  
Tony was a member of 
Hunters Chapel Baptist 
Church. On June 14, 1971, 
Tony entered the Army 
serving in Company B, 4th 
Battalion, 6th Infantry un-
til honorably discharged 
on June 7, 1974. SP4 An-
thony Steedly was award-
ed the following military 
decorations; National De-

fense Service Medal, Army 
Occupational Medal Ber-
lin, Expert Infantry Badge, 
Expert M-16.  

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
is survived by his brother, 
Homer R. Steedly Jr. (Eliz-
abeth-Tibby) of  Brevard, 
N.C., and two sisters, 
Nancy J. Parker (Tony) 
of Statesboro, GA, Linda 
C. Thomas (Kirk) of Silva, 
N.C.; nephews, Richard E. 
Martin (Darlene) of Met-
ter, GA, Christopher M. 
Martin (Vanessa) of Ken-
nesaw, GA; nieces, Mela-
nie V. Ridenhour (Jason) 
of Mount Pleasant, S.C., 
Jennifer Sinclair (James) 
of St. Louis, MO; five great 
nieces, Macy N. Criswell 
of Twin City, GA, Anna 
and Emma Ridenhour 
of Mount Pleasant, S.C., 
Caroline and Margaret 
Sinclair of St. Louis, MO; 
six great nephews, Austin 
E. Martin of Metter, GA, 
Evan Ridenhour of Mount 
Pleasant, S.C.,  Drew C. 
Martin and Jack L. Martin 
of Kennesaw, GA, John 
and Matthew Sinclair of 

St. Louis, MO and a great 
grandniece Marlie Grace 
Criswell of Twin City, GA.

A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held at 1 
o’clock p.m., Thursday, 
September 29, 2022 at 
Hunters Chapel Baptist 
Church with the Reverend 
Alvin Jeffcoat officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends one hour prior to 
the service at the church 
on Thursday.  A private 
family interment will be 
held at Bamberg County 
Memory Gardens at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests any me-
morial donations be made 
to Hunters Chapel Baptist 
Church, 9423 Hunters 
Chapel Road, Bamberg, 
S.C. 29003 or Hunters Cha-
pel Fire Department, 6313 
Farrells Road, Branchville, 
S.C. 29432.  

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc., Denmark, is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
obituary at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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Anthony L. “Tony” 
Steedly

WILLISTON - Funeral 
services for Connie Long 
Holder, 63, of Williston, 
were held at 11 o’clock 
a.m., Friday, September 
23, 2022 in the Folk Fu-
neral Home Chapel, Wil-
liston, with the Reverend 
Timothy Gunnells offici-
ating. Burial was in the 
Green Branch Pentecostal 
Holiness Church Cem-
etery. The family received 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m., 
Thursday, September 24 
at the funeral home. 

Connie passed away 

on Tuesday, September 
20, 2022.

Born in Hampton Coun-
ty, she was the daughter 
of the late Johnson Long 
and Ida Mae Donahue 
Long. She earned an asso-
ciate degree in Accounting 
from Beaufort Tech and 
was a member of Green 
Branch Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. She enjoyed 
working with young peo-
ple and loved to cook, as 
well as spend time with 
her family, children, and 
grandchildren.

Survivors include her 
loving husband of 30 
years, Gaylon Anthony 
Holder Sr.; her daughters, 
Nikki (Daniel) Ray and 
Emily (Luke) Dobson, all 
of Barnwell; sons, Gaylon 
Anthony (Tána) Holder 

Jr. of Santa Fe, NM, Chris 
(Courtney) Priester of 
North Augusta, Cooper 
(Elissa) Holder of Los Ala-
mos, NM; grandchildren, 
Kole Ray, Kirstin Dobson, 
Trinity Dobson, Lucas 
Dobson, Mason Hold-
er, Maya Holder, Gra-
cie Priester, and Hayley 
Holder; a brother, Wilbur 
(Ann) Long of Hampton; 
and a number of nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by a grandson, Ash-
er Ray.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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Connie 
Holder

F
or quite a num-
ber of reasons, 
the gathering of 

Barnwell High School 
grads from 1960 to 1969 
seemed somewhat sub-
dued this year. 

There was no way 
that Father Time had ar-
rived prematurely; most 
members of the Class 
of ’60 have just reached 
their eighth decade. We 
are thankful for it!

The time frame for 
this long-awaited occa-
sion would be from 7 

p.m. to 11 p.m. Some-
how there was no rush 
for the evening “to be 
called to order”. Ole 
friends were delighted 
to have a chance to min-
gle all about the room. 
COVID-19 had kept 
many of us apart and, 
with our world being 
seemingly upside down 
and wrong side out, ev-
eryone needed an eve-
ning of comfortable, re-
laxed joy.

This festive affair be-
gan, as usual, with a 
prayer followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance 
after which Sonny Ter-
rapin pitched our alma 

mater. A few eyes glis-
tened. In short order, 
the dance floor was cov-
ered while Gary Brant-
ley accommodated the 
folks with their person-
al requests.

Our departed class-
mates’ names were 
listed per class which 
was quite sobering. It 
seemed as if the attend-
ees spent more time than 
usual remarking about 
those who have gone on 
before us. Thankfully, 
the memories were up-
lifting.

Reflecting on how 
very much our annual 
reunions had meant to 

his sister Nadia, Mike 
Tongour presented the 
reunion committee with 
a monetary gift in Na-
dia Tongour’s memory, 
BHS Class of 1964. This 
gesture was appreciated 
and most meaningful.

Having revisited ole 
friends and birthed new 
memories, departure 
time was at hand while 
smiling and saying with 
much assuring gusto, 
“See ya’ next year!”

Great 60s Reunion seemed more tranquil

Weesie Fickling
History Correspondent

This photo of friends and classmates was snapped in 2002. From left to right: Harold 

Rigdon, Ted (Mertz) Mayo, Bill Smith and Jim (Squeaky) Barnette kept their annual 

tee time at the Sweetwater Country Club during the August 60s reunion.

In this 2004 snapshot, Donnie and Sandy Pender welcome a warm embrace from 

Ann Richardson Griffith during the annual reunion in Barnwell. 

This Warhorse poster has been used frequently to 

welcome returning Barnwell High School students to 

the reunions held over the past 18 years. 

Fourteen class mem-
bers were delighted 
to enjoy one another’s 
company when meeting 
at Miller’s Bread Basket 
in Blackville recently. 

Sonny Terrapin ar-
rived early enough to 
give Weesie Fickling a 
lift on his bike in memo-
ry of their classmate, Al-
ice Jo Mole who, in years 
past, would always take 
a spin on the back of his 
machine. To be truth-
ful, it was necessary 
for Weesie to grab the 
bottom of her breeches 
and mechanically lift 
her right leg over her 

friend’s hog. The re-
verse was necessary to 
dismount. “Mole” never 

had this problem!
Conversations lin-

gered a little longer than 

usual following a deli-
cious meal. COVID-19 
has made us all keenly 

aware of just how pre-
cious our being together 
truly is. 

Our next group pic-
ture is set for early 
March 2023.

Barnwell High Class of ’60 gathers again
Weesie Fickling

History Correspondent

Front row: Jay Harrelson Scott, Kay Harrelson Parish, Phyllis Baxley Templeton, Nell Hair Nix, Bobbi Langley Creech, Weesie Holland Fickling, 

Ruth Queen Seigler. Second row: J.C. Helton, Larry McCall, Wayne Jordan, Robert Still, David Creech, Davy Plexico, Sonny Terrapin.



Page 8A • Wednesday, September 28, 2022 • The People-Sentinel

his current position, his 
campaign ran heavily on 
a strong police presence 
which he feels is essential 
to the town’s growth. 

Mayor Pernell expressed 
the activities continually 
taking place on The Hill 
such as smoking marijuana 
and drinking, were hinder-
ing the town from growing 
as this highway welcomes 
travelers and potential 
businesses into Blackville. 

“We will continue to 
enforce those laws to do 
what’s right for the com-
munity,” said Mayor Per-
nell. “I do not want the 
citizens to miss the most 
important part, that we 
keep discipline in Black-
ville.” 

Citizens who expressed 
their concerns to council 
regarding law enforce-
ment were asked by Mayor 
Pernell to speak directly 
and privately with council 
members after the meeting 
if their concern was regard-
ing an unlawful act by a 
BPD officer. 

During council com-
ments at the end of the 
meeting, Councilman Al-
len Harrison stated, “Work 
with us, don’t be discour-
aged and we can all make 
this a better town,” and 
thanked volunteers and 
attendees. 

Along similar lines, 

Mayor Pro-Tem Frenchie 
Smalls said, “We hope 
you come out every third 
Monday, because it takes 
all of us.” 

Bids for Shamrock Ho-
tel 

Bids for demolition of 
the Shamrock Hotel will 
open on September 28. 

Mayor Pernell explained 
he has been in conversation 
with residents who have 
ideas of what to do with 
the remnants of the historic 
building. 

Upcoming Upgrades
The Dollar General on 

Solomon Blatt Ave. in 
Blackville is undergoing 
upgrades and was closed 
briefly to install more cool-
ers and space to allow for 
fresh produce and a variety 
of meats. 

Upon its reopening, it 
will be a Dollar General 
Market carrying a wider 
variety of food items to 
better serve Blackville. 

A contractor has been 
secured to upgrade the 
Blackville Library, and 
plans have been made to 
upgrade the Blackville 
Community Center. At 
the Blackville Commu-
nity Center, the floors will 
be replaced and walls re-
painted. 

Barnwell County Coun-
cilman David Kenner ex-
plained at the meeting 

that the SC Department of 
Transportation (SCDOT) is 
planning to fix main road-
ways in Blackville between 
now and Thanksgiving. 

Sections of roadways set 
to be repaired are between 
Subway and Martin’s Paint 
and Body on Highway 78 
and before Dollar General 
on Highway 3. 

$10M Grant 
The Town of Blackville 

applied for a $10 million 
grant through the South 
Carolina Infrastructure In-
vestment Program (SCIIP) 
through the Rural Infra-
structure Authority (RIA). 

SCIIP is a one-time pro-
gram to renovate and im-
prove water infrastructure 
using federally allocated 
2021 American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding. 

“We feel strong about it,” 
said Mayor Pernell of the 
SCIIP grant. 

The RIA is currently 
in a ‘quiet period,’ while 
reviewing applications 
and has not yet informed 
applicants of who will be 
awarded this money. 

The Town of Williston, 
the City of Barnwell, and 
Barnwell County have also 
applied for SCIIP grants. 
If all are approved, signifi-
cantly over $20 million will 
be allocated to fix water in-
frastructure in the county. 

In the conversation of 

grants, Councilmember 
Kelvin Isaac is currently 
trying to form a grant writ-
ing team in Blackville to 
spearhead applying for 
grants such as SCIIP. 

TIVA Building Products 
Presentation

Welcomed by Mayor 
Pernell, TIVA Building 
Products representatives 
spoke about their upcom-
ing facility in Blackville’s 
industrial park. 

Representatives brought 
PVC and composite deck-
ing samples created by the 
company to give the com-
munity insight on what the 
company is manufacturing 
in their backyards. These 
samples were given to the 
council to keep and discuss 
with interested citizens. 

Based in Canada, TIVA 
Building Products plans to 
create 125 jobs in five years 
in Blackville. 

“It’s been a long time 
since we’ve had a manu-
facturing plant want to be 
in Blackville,” said Mayor 
Pernell. 

“Thanks to TIVA, it’s 
time to bring us some 
jobs we really need,” said 
Council member Pernell. 

Upcoming Activities 
Activities Coordinator 

and District Two County 
Council write-in candidate, 
Fonda Patrick, informed 
the community about up-

coming events and activi-
ties in Blackville. 

On October 1, Blackville 
volunteers will be decorat-
ing downtown for the fall 
season. If businesses are in-
terested in participating by 
decorating their store front, 
Patrick encourages them to 
reach out to her soon. 

Blackville town officials 
will represent Blackville at 
the Town of Hilda 125th 
Birthday Celebration pa-
rade on October 8. 

The Fall Fling will be 
held on October 29, and 
include a trunk-or-treat 
event for Halloween par-
ticipants, vendors, music, 
food, and other fun activi-
ties. 

More information about 
these events will be avail-
able in the coming weeks. 

Also, bids for pickle-
ball courts are going to 
be placed in the coming 
weeks. 

Planning Commission 
Appointment 

Alicia Still was approved 
by the council to join the 
town’s Planning Commis-
sion Board. Still serves on 
this board as a volunteer, 
and was commended for 
her initiative to help Black-
ville by the mayor and 
council members. 

Auxiliary Recognition 
Renee Chupp and other 

members of the Blackville 

Fire Department Auxiliary 
were recognized by council 
for their integral role in 
the town’s 9/11 memorial 
ceremonies. 

“We had an awesome 
9/11 event,” said Mayor 
Pernell, who profusely 
thanked Blackville emer-
gency service personnel 
for their volunteer efforts. 

The Blackville Fire De-
partment Auxiliary was 
started to “make sure our 
firefighters are taken care 
of,” said Chupp, who also 
serves as an EMT in Black-
ville. 

The purpose of the auxil-
iary is to assist firefighters 
however they can, from 
ensuring needed supplies 
are readily available and 
providing assistance when 
necessary. 

“Hopefully we can keep 
a good thing going,” said 
Chupp of the 9/11 cer-
emony. This year was the 
first year the auxiliary par-
ticipated due to their recent 
establishment. 

There are ten total auxil-
iary members, six of which 
were at the meeting includ-
ing Chupp. Present were 
James and Diane Haskins, 
Chante Washington, Pastor 
Ken Frederick, and Council 
member Pernell. 

“I enjoyed working with 
this group of people,” said 
Council member Pernell. 

Blackville: Residents express concerns about police FROM PAGE 1A

Rodney D. McCutcheon 
was pinned with the rank 
of Colonel in the United 
States Army roughly two 
miles away from the Red 
Oak Rd. home he grew up 
in. 

Surrounded by his fam-
ily, friends, and the com-
munity who has known 
him since his youth, Colo-
nel McCutcheon accepted 
his promotion at the El 
BAB Shrine Club in Barn-
well. 

His mother, Pearl Mc-
Cutcheon, was proudly in 
attendance and her pres-
ence meant a lot to Colo-
nel McCutcheon, especial-
ly in his hometown. 

“Pinning on that new 
rank back home with fam-
ily and friends around was 
a lot more impactful than 
any of the other promo-
tions for me, for my fam-
ily, for her,” said Colonel 
McCutcheon. “The people 
there knew me from a 
child, they knew her from 
a child. They get a chance 
to see all the hard work 
that she's put into me.” 

Narrating the ceremony 
was Colonel McCutch-
eon’s childhood friend, 
Sergeant Major Cindy 
Lisbon, who grew up di-
rectly across the street 
from him. 

Promoting Colonel Mc-
Cutcheon was another 
friend, Colonel Travis 
Sept, who was recently 
pinned at Blackville-Hil-
da High School in July. 

Colonel McCutcheon 
and Colonel Sept served 
together, and remain 
close friends. 

“No matter how old you 
are, you always remember 
who was sitting next to 
you to go take care of the 
mission,” said Colonel Mc-
Cutcheon. “Once you come 
out of those types of envi-
ronments, it builds a bond 
that you never ever forget.” 

“When Colonel Sept 
was telling all the dif-
ferent stories of deploy-
ments and just growing 
up, I didn't notice it, but 
my little boy, it was kind 
of overwhelming to him 
and he was just shedding 
tears of joy,” said Colonel 
McCutcheon. 

Colonel McCutcheon’s 
children and wife, Laki-
sha, were integral parts of 
this ceremony. His seven-
year-old son, TJ, pinned 
his father’s beret. 

“As he was taking off 
one old rank and putting 

on a new rank, he was just 
kind of balling,” said Col-
onel McCutcheon, who 
felt his son’s emotion was 
one of the best parts of the 
ceremony. 

Every moment in Colo-
nel McCutcheon’s career 
had trained him to en-
ter this new role, and he 
couldn’t imagine being in 
any other career path. 

“I couldn't have picked 
a better future and career 
path for myself, it just was 
perfect for me. It fits my 
personality,” said Colonel 
McCutcheon. 

“It’s a great career to 
go into from just the sen-
timent from the citizens 
of the United States, and 
making your mom proud 
and happy that you chose 
something that's very no-
ble, something that you 
can tell your grandchil-
dren about one day,” he 
said. 

The comradery and 
athleticism in the Reserve 
Officers Training Corp 
(ROTC) program at South 
Carolina State University 
is what began Colonel 
McCutcheon’s passion for 
the military and a service-
based career. 

He explained how con-
versations with those who 
have served would ensure 
he was on the right path 
entering his military ca-
reer. 

“Those who had served 
in the past came back and 
had conversations with us 
and mentored us from a 
young age,” said Colonel 
McCutcheon. “It just start-
ed at South Carolina State 
and has actually contin-
ued throughout my time 
in the military.”

Colonel McCutcheon at-
tributes many individuals 
with being key mentors 
throughout his life. 

“The first person that 
really influenced me was, 
at the time he was a Colo-

nel, and he's a retired two 
star now, his name is Ma-
jor General Abe Turner. 
He would come back to 
South Carolina State and 
talk to us often,” said Col-
onel McCutcheon. 

Colonel McCutcheon 
describes Major General 
Turner as a “dynamic 
character” who influ-
enced many budding mil-
itary careers. 

Colonel McCutcheon 
was also mentored by 
McKinley Neal and the 
late Harris Barker, who 
provided him with guid-
ance since his early child-
hood.  

“Going into my first 
duty station in Fort Stew-
art, Georgia, one individ-
ual that really influenced 
me was, at the time, Major 
Michael Johnson,” said 
Colonel McCutcheon. 

“He was a big influence 
on my career, going into 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 
back in 2003,” he said. 
Johnson was a leader over 
Colonel McCutcheon dur-
ing this deployment, and 
Colonel McCutcheon de-
ployed again in 2005. 

From 1996 to 2000, Colo-
nel McCutcheon served in 
the National Guard as a 

combat engineer where he 
drilled in Barnwell, and 
was on active duty from 
2000 to 2002. 

He received his Army 
commission into the 
Chemical Corps in May 
2000 from SC State Uni-
versity through the Re-
serve Officer Training 
Corps, where he also 
holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Criminal Justice. 

Colonel McCutcheon 
also received a Master of 
Science in Environmental 
Management from Web-
ster University. 

Included in his military 
education is Chemical Of-
ficer Basic Course, Cap-
tains Career Course, Basic 
Airborne Course, Air As-
sault Course, Command 
and General Staff College. 

Currently, he is a stu-
dent at the U.S. Army War 
College located at Carlisle 
Barracks in Pennsylvania. 

In 2008 he was assigned 
to the Human Resources 
Command in the Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Operations 
Division in the National 
Capital Region. 

He completed a one-
year fellowship with the 
Department of Health 
and Human Services be-

fore transitioning to Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
to serve as the 4th Maneu-
ver Enhancement Brigade 
Chemical Cell officer-in-
charge. 

His awards and decora-
tions include the Legion 
of Merit, the Bronze Star, 
Meritorious Service Medal 
(with three oak leaf clus-
ters), Army Commenda-
tion Medal (with V Device), 
Army Achievement Medal, 
Presidential Unit Citation, 
Meritorious Unit Commen-
dation, National Defense 
Service Medal, and an Iraqi 
Campaign medal (with 
four combat stars). 

Colonel McCutcheon 
was also decorated with 
the Global War on Terror-
ism Expeditionary Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, Korea De-
fense Ribbon, Overseas 
Service Ribbon, and Com-
bat Action Badge. 

In addition to an array 
of accolades, Colonel Mc-
Cutcheon also has served 
in a number of command 
and staff positions includ-
ing, Heavy Decontamina-
tion platoon leader in the 
92nd Chemical Company, 
chemical officer for the 
3-69th Armor Battalion, 
chemical officer for the 1st 
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, and the 18th Airborne 
Corps Chemical Cells. 

He then assumed duties 
as the 18th Field Artillery 
Brigade Headquarters 
and Headquarters Bat-
tery Commander at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. 

Colonel McCutcheon 
also served at the Coun-
tering Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Combined 
Joint Interagency Coor-
dination Group - Korea. 
From Korea, he then be-
came the training and 
Doctrine Command 
Chemical Surety Division 
chief in Fort Eustis, Vir-
ginia. 

From July 2018 to July 
2020, he served as Com-
mander of the Blue Grass 
Chemical Activity in 
Richmond, Kentucky and 
then transitioned to Fort 
Bragg, N.C. as the XVIII 
Airborne Corps Protection 
& CBRNE Chief serving 
from July 2020 to July 2022. 

Colonel McCutcheon 
has served in many more 
capacities, and finds each 
one has contributed to 
who he is and how he 
serves today. 

“I look back at being a 
brand new lieutenant and 
then think about what 
was important or what 
was hard for me back 
then, compared to who 
I am now,” said Colonel 
McCutcheon. “As a brand 
new Lieutenant at Fort 
Stewart, Georgia versus 
what’s different to me 
now as a Colonel in the 
United States Army at the 
United States Army War 
College, each time there's 
just so many different, 
smaller, but incredible 
things that just continue 
on that path.”

In his position now as 
Colonel, he finds himself 
being the mentor he had 
as he began his career. 
Whether it be a personal 
or professional issue or 
ambition, Colonel Mc-
Cutcheon makes sure he 
is a source of support for 
any soldier who needs it. 

“There shouldn't be any 
time in any soldier's life 
that they don't have some-
one they could look up to,” 
said Colonel McCutcheon, 
who finds mentorship is a 
large percentage of his ca-
reer at this point. 

His value of mentor-
ship stems back to Barn-
well County, where he was 
sculpted by key figures into 
who he was meant to be.

“The time and love 
that they put into me as 
a person and the person-
ality that they influenced 
is what made it there, but 
that's all a product from 
home,” said Colonel Mc-
Cutcheon, who attributes 
parts of his success to “all 
the people that were there 
from way before I was a 
Colonel.” 

Colonel McCutcheon 
has been selected to at-
tend a two-year brigade 
command in Colorado 
to serve as a Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, 
and Nuclear Army offi-
cer in a Chemical Depo, 
and will begin his service 
once graduating from the 
Army War College at Car-
lisle Barracks in Pennsyl-
vania. 

Barnwell native pinned colonel in U.S. Army
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Colonel Rodney McCutcheon stands with his family at the pinning ceremony promoting him to Colonel of the U.S. 
Army. From left to right: mother Pearl McCutcheon, Colonel Rodney McCutcheon, wife Lakisha McCutcheon, sons 
Logan McCutcheon, TJ McCutcheon, and Derrick McCutcheon. Contributed Photos

Colonel McCutcheon (right) is pinned as Colonel by 

friend Colonel Travis Sept (left).  
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I love mythology. Stretch-
ing the spans of centuries, 
these legends birthed from 
dozens of cultures have 
shaped our world in nu-
merous and fantastic ways. 
A connection of the human 
psyche, myths entrance us, 
as well as compel us to look 
at the world with new eyes. 
Therefore, I wanted to share 
here three of my favorite 
myths and how they inspire 
me. I hope you enjoy. 

1. Blodeuwedd
The wind stirred with an 

arcane aura. Petals of oak, 
broom, and meadowsweet 
flowers whirled about like 
the flakes of a winter storm. 
The two men gazed in awe 
as a beautiful young wom-
an emerged from the flurry 
of flowers, her hair red like 
the skin of a strawberry, 

her eyes as green as the first 
breath of spring. 

Their spell was complete.
The Celtic goddess, Ari-

anrhod established that 
her son, Lleu, would not 
marry a mortal woman. 
Therefore, two men, Math 
and Gwydion, conjured for 
him a bride from blossoms. 
Her name was Blodeu-
wedd (BLO-DAY-WETH). 
However, the marriage 
turned sour, because soon 
Blodeuwedd took on an-
other lover and tried to 
kill her husband. Yet she 
failed, and as punishment 
she was turned into an owl 
for her betrayal. 

I find this Welsh myth to 
be interesting, as it paral-
lels strongly with the myth 
of Aphrodite and the myth 
of Galatea in Greek My-
thology. I have found such 
inspiration in this flower 
woman that it prompted 
me to write a short story 

about her. Though the sto-
ry has been rejected (twice, 
I think) I still hope it will 
get published somewhere.  

2. Orpheus and Eurydice 
He stood on the edge 

of the black river. The 
screams of the souls eter-
nally drowning under-
neath its chilled waters 
clawed at the fabric of his 
mind, but for her he had 
to stay strong. A cloaked 
figure approached in his 
boat, skeletal hands grip-
ping the staff that pushed 
it across the water.

“Payment to cross,” a 
voice hissed from beneath 
the dark cowl.

Orpheus said nothing. 
Instead he took his lyre 
and began to play. 

The musician Orpheus’s 
true love, Eurydice, died. 
Rather than live without 
her, he traveled to the Un-
derworld to retrieve her. 
There he persuaded the 

boatman Charon and sub-
dued the three-headed 
guard dog Cerberus with 
the enchanting notes of his 
lyre. So great was his skill 
with music that even the 
lord of the dead, Hades 
himself, was moved to heed 
Orpheus’s request to bring 
his true love back to life. 
However, there was a catch:  
Orpheus had to leave the 
Underworld with Eurydice 
following, but he could not 
turn around to see if she was 
behind him. Unfortunately, 
Orpheus failed in this task, 
so great was his doubt, and 
Eurydice was once again 
cast back into the abyss for-
ever, until Orpheus himself 
died and went to join her. 
A story displaying a love so 
powerful that an individual 
would journey into hell it-
self for it…well, if that’s not 
a compelling story, I’m not 
sure what is.  

3. Medusa

She peered with yellow 
eyes from the deep shadows 
of the cavern. There was no 
sound but the cold, hollow 
howl of the wind through 
the deep tunnels. Stone vis-
ages stared back at her, eyes 
empty, their faces contorted 
with fear. The hissing of 
vipers filled her ears. She 
could feel them writhing in 
anticipation. She grinned. 
They sensed another victim 
approaching. 

Medusa reflects the cru-
elty of the gods in Greek 
Mythology. Once a loyal, 
beautiful, and chaste priest-
ess of the goddess Athena, 
she was assaulted by the 
god Poseidon in her pa-
tron’s temple. Instead of 
punishing the licentious 
sea god, Athena placed a 
curse on Medusa. Her dark 
hair fell in tatters from her 
scalp and was replaced by 
hissing snakes, and her 
lovely eyes were replaced 

with deep, flaring pits that 
turned all who gazed upon 
them into stone. Innocent 
of any wrongdoing, Medu-
sa was forced into exile un-
til the day she was slain by 
the demigod, Perseus. One 
cannot help but burn with 
rage at the injustice that 
was thrust upon Medusa, 
but alas many myths do 
not have happy endings. 

These three myths are 
only a few of the many 
that I love and enjoy. 
Without myths, I find that 
many aspects of my life 
would be quite boring and 
dull, like a pencil that has 
been worn down to a nub. 
I hope you will take time 
to seek out myths and the 
truths they convey so you 
can sharpen your imagi-
nation and broaden your 
view of the world. 

Want to get in contact with 
David? Send an email to db-
corderwriter@gmail.com 

Corder’s Book Corner: 3 of my favorite myths 
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer

When Ray Crawford 
accepted the position as 
Blackville’s Chief of Police 
on August 26, 2021, he did 
an initial assessment of de-
partment and community 
needs. 

This led to three goals: 
1) To have a better rela-
tionship with nearby law 
enforcement. 2) To cre-
ate a partnership with the 
school district. 3) Build a 
close relationship with the 
community. 

“It feels amazing to be 
part of this community,” 
Crawford said. “I think 
those three goals have 
been met and I'm work-
ing continuously to main-
tain them. Time really flies 
when you've got a lot of 
work to do, and I definite-
ly had a lot of work to do 
when I first got here.”

First and foremost, as 
with any game plan; Craw-
ford, a former School Re-
source Officer (SRO) with 
a love for sports, knows 
it’s mandatory to first 
build a strong, trusting re-
lationship amongst your 
team. In his first year here, 
Crawford has already ac-
complished that by laying 
groundwork to better part-
nership with nearby law 
enforcement agencies in-
cluding the sheriff's office, 
Barnwell and Williston. 

He’s created new mu-
tual aid agreements with 
these agencies which is vi-
tal. Meaning, if one agency 
or another needs help; 
they’re all readily willing 
to assist each other.

“I'd like to thank Sher-
iff Griffith for working 
with me anytime I needed 
something, or any kind of 
multi-jurisdiction opera-
tions that I've had. Barn-
well Sheriff's Dept. was 
there. Chief Robinson from 
the city; he's always been 
there, too. Able to make 
my events and lend me of-
ficers when need be. They 
have been great partners. 
Whenever I need extra 
manpower, all I have to do 
is make a phone call and 
all the department heads 
step up and are more than 
willing to assist. I think 
working together, build-
ing those relationships is 
something amazing that 
I've accomplished.”

As for his department, 
Crawford got new vests 
for his officers which were 
badly needed, new vehi-
cles, and he’s also in pro-
cess of developing a special 
BPD page. “It's time for us 
to get more involved and 
tech savvy with the police 
department's own web 
page. We've also upgraded 
to all new computers. They 
were outdated and needed 
to be replaced. I upgraded 
the whole system, includ-
ing better firewalls for data 
protection.” 

Further looking out for 
his team, Crawford is also 
in discussion with the 
town’s new administration 

and Mayor Pernell regard-
ing his concerns about his 
officers being the lowest 
paid department in the 
district.

“We're looking into up-
grading their pay,” he said. 
“When I first got here, I 
only had three officers to 
work with. I can proudly 
say I've developed a fully 
staffed department. The 
department is slated for, 
I believe, six full-time of-
ficers and I have all those 
slots full and also three 
part-time officers. I want to 
keep those officers. That's 
the most officers the Black-
ville Police Department's 
had in a long time.”

Crawford described the 
biggest hurdle he’s faced 
since arriving in Black-
ville was not having the 
resources to do the things 
that needed to get done. 
He said, “I spoke with 
the mayor and the coun-
cil about the continuous 
problem this department 
faced far before I even got 
here. I wrote some memos 
to them, collected some 
data on the pay (scale) in 
the local area.” 

After doing this re-
search, Crawford learned 
the region’s jurisdiction 
most similar to Blackville's 
population comparatively 
starts their officers off at 
$33,000 and he said, “We’re 
starting ours at $27,000. 
The mayor and council 
members are working 
hard with us trying to get 
all the resources that we 
need. We're in the process 
now of trying to up that 
pay. It's necessary to retain 
officers; and difficult to do 
unless the pay is appropri-
ate. In order for us to retain 
officers and get quality of-
ficers, we're going to have 
to raise our pay if we want 
to be competitive with not 
only the agencies in the 
area, but nationally.”

“I think this town de-
serves the best. Customer 
service is what I call police 
work. Customer service 
because it's all about the 
people in the community. 
To maintain that level of 
consistency, efficiency and 
making this community 
a safe place to live, work 
and play at; I think you've 
got people that have fami-
lies they have to provide 
for. And it just makes it so 
difficult to compete with 
other agencies in the area, 
because all we are doing 
is getting them certified. 
Then they go off to other 
agencies to make more 
money. We call it a revolv-
ing door. It's made my 
job extremely difficult to 
hire and retain quality of-
ficers.”

Another priority Craw-
ford takes seriously is to 
create a great working 
environment with his of-
ficers. “I do believe my 
officers enjoy working for 
the Town of Blackville and 
working with me. They 
don’t work for me, they 
work with me,” he said. 
“We work for the people 
and I think that they love 

coming to work. I don’t 
have officers calling out 
and missing work often 
because they love this 
community. And these of-
ficers understand they are 
underpaid, but they do it 
for the love of the town. I 
think our bond here is: we 
are family here, we are a 
small, tight knit depart-
ment with a transparent, 
open-door policy. Any-
thing we can do for each 
other, we do that.”

Second on Crawford’s 
list of goals was establish-
ing a strong partnership 
with the school district. 
“Working with the new 
superintendent, Dr. Shaw 
has been absolutely amaz-
ing,” the chief said. “Any-
thing we could do to part-
ner with the school district 
we've done.”

One of the highlights he 
is honored to be involved 
with is a mentorship group 
he created along with 
Captain Huggins and the 
police department called, 
Real Talk.

He described Real Talk 
as “realistic conversa-
tions used in elementary 
schools. We talk about 
leadership, bullying, con-
sequences of choices about 
drug and alcohol use and 
vaping. We give it to them 
really, really uncut so they 
can understand.” 

For example, Crawford 
said, “Principal Smalls at 
Macedonia Elementary is 
one of the first schools who 
jumped on board with the 
program. They allowed 
us to come in and speak 
with the young men and 
women and talk about real 
life experiences and the 
importance of choices and 
consequences.”

Real Talk works on a 
“completely volunteer 
basis,” Crawford said. 
“We do it on our off time. 
I make sure that I go, to 
show that, ‘if the chief can 
go, anyone can go’. What 
we do is make contact 
with the principals and 
ask them what's a good 
time for us to come by and 
share the information with 

the kids. It’s outstanding,” 
he said. “We just want to 
build that partnership.” 
Anytime the school district 
has something, Dr. Shaw 
reaches out to me inviting 
us to events. And we have 
accepted every invitation. 
We want to let the school 
district and the commu-
nity know we are behind 
them 100 percent.”

Crawford has a Bach-
elor of Science from South 
Carolina State University 
in Criminal Justice and a 
Master of Science in Man-
agement and Leadership 
from Strayer University. 
He realizes the value, ben-
efit and need of education 
and mentorship for to-
day’s youth. 

“I want to make a strong 
point that if you invite the 
Blackville Police Depart-
ment to any school event, 
we will try our best to make 
those events,” he said.

It’s evident everyone in 
the school system, just like 
all the community, matters 
to Crawford. Each school 
has a School Resource Of-
ficer, however, he’s aware 
they presently don't have 
enough manpower to 
oversee the number of stu-
dents. “The BPD assists, 
helps patrol and adjust 
the speeding in the school 
zones. Anytime they need 
help, we're here to help the 
SRO anyway we can. We 
are always one phone call 
away from assisting teach-
ers, students and staff over 
there as well,” he said. 

Building a partnership 
and relationship with the 
community rounds off his 
top three goals of this past 
year. A goal which, ac-
cording to Crawford, “was 
much needed.” He started 
an activity called Commu-
nity Police Forum right off 
the bat. “It allows people 
to come and give us some 
feedback on what they 
think,” he said. “How we 
can improve the police de-
partment and how we can 
improve our relationships 
with the community.”

Community Police Fo-
rum offers the public an 

opportunity to give feed-
back to any crime areas 
BPD may not be aware 
of, ask questions, share 
ideas on how police and 
community can do more 
to work together, how to 
help improve the commu-
nity or support the police 
department. 

“It's a way of having di-
alogue and transparency. 
It's one way to help us do 
our job better for the com-
munity by having these fo-
rums,” Crawford said. “It 
lets the community know 
they can talk with law en-
forcement. Together we 
are a team. A lot of agencies 
don't do that, but I want to 
make transparency a pri-
ority here in Blackville. I'm 
confident the public will be 
satisfied with the results. I 
encourage people to come 
to these forums and come 
to the town hall meetings. 
My door is always open. I 
want to address the issues 
and concerns the com-
munity has. Blackville has 
been a great place I can 
call home. They have been 
so supportive. And if it 
wasn’t for the community 
and the players involved, 
crime wouldn’t have de-
creased this past year.”

BPD is actively decreas-
ing crime these days with 
concentrated patrols. A 
routine where they gather 
all data from calls citizens 
put into dispatchers (calls 
per service). Dispatch 
faxes over that informa-
tion during the night shift. 
Crawford gathers it in the 
morning, then each month 
he and his command staff 
sort through the informa-
tion, get the data together 
and send extra officers to 
patrol any specified crime 
areas.  

The chief wants citizens 
to know they also have 
the benefit of requesting a 
Special Patrol Request. “If 
you’re going out of town 
for a couple of days, you 
come by or call BPD and 
let us know. We’ll put your 
house or business on SPR. 
That means we’ll check 
your house throughout 
the day and night, and 
we leave property check 
cards on your door. I like 
to think that because of the 
increased patrols, a fully-
staffed department and the 
relationship that we have 
with the community and 
businesses; Blackville is a 
great, safe place,” he said. 
“I want to continue to build 
on that momentum that 
we've created and continue 
to make this a great place 
to live, play and work. And 
with the help of the mayor 
and town council, I think 
we can get where we need 
to be.” 

He added, “I want to 
thank (former) Mayor Bea-
sley for giving me the op-
portunity to come to this 
town and I want to thank 
Mayor Pernell for now giv-
ing me the opportunity to 
continue to build on this 
town. We're not where we 
used to be but we're going 
to get where we need to be. 

We just have to have faith 
and continue to do what’s 
right.” 

A couple of especially 
right community events 
Crawford and the BPD did 
this past year was, partner-
ing with the First Baptist 
Church of Blackville in 
the inaugural Midnight 
Basketball. “Over 63 kids 
showed up for that event 
and had a great time. The 
support of Pastor Ken 
Frederick and the church 
was outstanding.” 

Another great event 
Crawford recalls was the 
Trunk or Treat which 
Fonda Patrick was instru-
mental in with other or-
ganizations. “We have a 
lot of great sponsors and 
partners. We cannot do 
this alone, without the 
sponsorship and partner-
ships that we've created 
since I've been here. We 
could not have this contin-
ued success without those 
guys.”

With genuine sincerity 
he said, “I am the depart-
ment head, but I'm just 
working alongside great 
people in this community. 
It's not just the police de-
partment, it takes business 
owners, it takes schools 
and other outside agen-
cies to make this a great 
place to live. I couldn’t do 
it without the people that I 
just mentioned and I want 
to continue to build on 
those relationships. I al-
ways told people anything 
you have that can better 
this town, I'm all for it. I 
want to listen to it. They've 
done that. A lot of people 
have stepped up in this 
community and that's the 
reason why we are one of 
the better communities in 
this area.” 

Moving forward, Chief 
Crawford said, “We're go-
ing to continue to do our 
job, build on this partner-
ship, host events and do 
things for the town as ef-
fectively and efficiently 
as we can. My SRO back-
ground always comes to 
the front,” he said. “I want 
to use sports as a tool to 
galvanize young people.”

He likes to “do a lot 
with sports and do a lot of 
things for young people.” 
He likes to see “adults rally 
behind young folks and to-
gether do positive things.” 
he said.

Crawford hopes to have 
a soccer league and other 
sports happening with the 
police dept sponsoring those 
events. “Preferably in the 
summertime so it doesn't 
conflict with school events,” 
he said, “to give kids some-
thing to look forward to in 
the summer. Cause there's 
not much to do here in the 
summer that I’ve noticed be-
ing here this year.”

He also wants to con-
tinue to do bigger com-
munity events which will 
include other communities 
such as Barnwell, Hilda 
and Williston. “I want to 
build a camaraderie with 
those neighboring towns,” 
he said.

Blackville police chief reflects on first year
Donna-Maria Conzalina

Contributing Writer

Chief Ray Crawford standing alongside painting that 
artistically represents his past, present and future.



An Allendale at-
tempted murder suspect 
turned himself in over 
the weekend. 

In the early evening 
hours of Friday, Sept. 23, 

the Allendale County 
Communication Cen-
ter (ACCC) received a 
911 call about a shoot-
ing that occurred at the 
Morris Holmes Park in 
Allendale. The Allendale 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ACSO), South Caro-
lina Law Enforcement 
Division (SLED), South 

Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources (SCD-
NR), South Carolina 
Highway Patrol (SCHP), 
and the Allendale Po-
lice Department (APD) 
responded to the scene 
and found a 44-year-old 
male suffering from a 
gunshot wound. 

“Preliminary investi-

gation revealed that Ra-
mon Baynard Williams, 
aka “Bam Bam”, was the 
shooter,” said Allendale 
Police Chief Lawrence 
Wiggins. 

After obtaining war-
rants on Williams for 
Attempted Murder and 
Unlawful Possession of 
a Firearm by a Prohib-

ited Person, the Allen-
dale Police Department 
posted his information 
on their Facebook page 
to seek the public’s help. 

Williams turned him-
self in on Saturday, Sept. 
24. He was booked and 
released to the Allendale 
County Detention Cen-
ter.

S
avannah River Mis-
sion Completion 
(SRMC), the liquid 

waste contractor at Savan-
nah River Site (SRS), re-
cently presented a $10,000 
donation to Allendale-
Fairfax Elementary School.

The $10,000 grant will 
support the elementary 
school’s science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and 
math (STEM) curriculum.

SRMC President and 
Program Manager Dave 
Olson presented the dona-
tion to Allendale County 
Superintendent Dr. Mar-
garet Gilmore and Allen-
dale-Fairfax Elementary 
School Principal Sheila 
Leath, saying SRMC is 
proud to support Allen-
dale County schools.

“This donation to Allen-
dale-Fairfax Elementary is 
an investment in the fu-

ture,” Olson said. “STEM 
teaching starts in elemen-
tary school, so we want to 
be a part of reaching these 
students at an early age.”

Gilmore stated that the 
donation will provide im-
portant STEM resources 
for Allendale-Fairfax El-
ementary classrooms.

“Our mission is to create 
an environment that en-
sures every student reach-
es a high level of academic 
achievement,” Gilmore 
said. “This donation is go-
ing directly to the students 
who need it most.”

SRMC comprises parent 
company BWX Technolo-
gies, Inc. with partners 
Amentum and Fluor. Its 
team brings the capabili-
ties necessary to accelerate 
cleanup at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s Savan-
nah River Site through safe 
nuclear operations, opti-
mized and integrated mis-
sion execution, and strong 
corporate governance.

Savannah River Mission Completion donates 
$10,000 to Allendale-Fairfax Elementary

Allendale County News
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Contributed
SRMC

Savannah River Mission Completion (SRMC) donated $10,000 to Allendale-Fairfax Elementary to support science, 
technology, engineering, and math education efforts. From left, SRMC President and Program Manager Dave 
Olson, Allendale County Schools Superintendent Dr. Margaret Gilmore, Allendale-Fairfax Elementary School 
Principal Sheila Leath, and SRMC Chief Administrative Officer Mark Barth.

Guest reader Angel Brabham from Connelly Farms read to a few classes at Allendale-
Fairfax Elementary School on Sept. 6 in recognition of National Read a Book Day. 

Stuart MacVean, president and CEO of Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, presented a 
check for $37,500 to the Allendale County Historical Society. The funds will help the 
historical society establish the Allendale County Museum in the Edenfield House, which 
previously housed the old Salkehatchie Art Center, by providing necessary repairs.

SRNS donates $37,500 to 
Allendale Historical Society

AFES celebrates National 
Read a Book Day

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Attempted murder suspect surrenders to police

Chief of Police · 
 

 

Ramon Baynard Williams

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING PRIOR TO FINAL ACTION BY THE COUNTY 

COUNCIL OF ALLENDALE COUNTY TO ENTER INTO AN ORDINANCE. 

Notice is hereby given by the County Council of Allendale County (the “County 
Council”) that a public hearing for the below-referenced Ordinance will be 
held at the Council Chambers of the County Council, J.W. Wall, Jr. Council 
Chambers, 292 Barnwell Highway, Allendale, SC 29810, at 6:00 p.m. on Octo-
ber 20, 2022 in conjunction with a regularly scheduled meeting of the County 
Council.  Such Ordinance is titled as follows: “ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FEE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN ALLEN-
DALE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND ATKORE HDPE, LLC PROVIDING FOR A 
PAYMENT OF A FEE IN LIEU OF TAXES; PROVIDING FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE 
FEE TERM OF THAT CERTAIN FEE-IN-LIEU OF AD VALOREM TAXES AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN ALLENDALE COUNTY AND FOUR STAR INDUSTRIES LLC DATED JANU-
ARY 21, 2010, AS ASSIGNED TO ATKORE HDPE, LLC (THE "2010 FEE AGREE-
MENT"); AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO. 

Subject to the normal rules of County Council regarding appearances, mem-
bers of the public are invited to attend and make comment concerning the 
proposed Ordinance. 

If special accommodations are needed to participate in the public hearing, 
contact the Allendale County Council office at 803-584-3438 x2205 at least 48 
hours prior to the scheduled meeting date. 

By order of the County Council of Allendale County, South Carolina. 

 

Contributed Photo

Jonathan Vickery / Publisher
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William Galloway trav-
eled nearly 3,000 miles 
on an orange recumbent 
tricycle to eat at Lucy Lu’s 
Cafe on Main Street in 
Barnwell. 

Galloway has been rid-
ing around the country for 
many years to raise aware-
ness about the impact of a 
brain injury on all aspects 
of an individual's life after 
having a traumatic acci-
dent 17 years ago leaving 
him with a sizable scar on 
his head. 

Galloway was 43 at 
the time, and was riding 
his bicycle when he was 
hit by a drunk driver on 
their third offense. After 
dealing with housing and 
family obstacles, he decid-
ed to hit the road. 

“My goal was to get bet-
ter help,” said Galloway. 

Due to seizures, he 
had to exchange his two-
wheeled bicycle for a 
three-wheeled tricycle that 
has carried him across 
many U.S. roadways. 

In his tour of the states, 
Galloway ended up in a 
bicycle shop in Aiken four 
years ago where he met 
Clint Ray, who connected 

him with his wife, Me-
linda Ray, owner of Lucy 
Lu’s Cafe in Barnwell. 

“They ended up giving 
me a ride,” said Galloway, 
who explained the Rays 
gave him support and 
money to purchase tri-
cycle gear needed to con-
tinue his trip. 

Years later, Galloway 
was in Oregon and decid-
ed it was time to pay the 
Rays a visit. 

“I started this in Or-
egon, in the middle of the 
state, to come here, just to 
eat at her restaurant,” said 
Galloway. 

When Galloway arrived 
in Barnwell, he began 
posting on local Facebook 
pages looking to contact 
the Rays. Eventually, Me-
linda got word he was 
in town and she and her 
husband welcomed him 
to stay in their pool house 
during his brief stay in 
town. 

“I came from Oregon 
down into Texas, then I 
worked my way up into 
Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, 
part of New York, back 
over to Ohio, and then 
down from Ohio, I made 
Channel Seven news out 

of Dayton. And then from 
Dayton, I worked my way 
down this way,” said Gal-
loway. 

Galloway has been 
making news across the 
country. His story has 
been told by news outlets 
from Arizona to Colum-
bia, S.C.

After seeing them all, 
Galloway decided his fa-
vorite state is Maine. 

“I picked Maine,” said 
Galloway, who described 
the people in Maine as 
patriots. “The communi-
ties you go through, they 
all have flags down the 

streets and those older 
style houses, they look 
like mansions.” 

His love for cycling be-
gan when he was young 
in Northeast Ohio, and 
has only grown since. 

“I have always been a 
bicycler, since I was a kid,” 
said Galloway. “My apart-
ment that I once had had 
all the old Schwinn bicy-
cles, apple crates, and so 
forth. I was always a col-
lector of stuff. I've never 
been married. I don't have 
kids. So it was just a part 
of me that never grew up.” 

Although Galloway 

has seen the entire conti-
nental U.S. while on three 
wheels, he doesn't plan 
to stop pedaling anytime 
soon. 

“One day, when I can't 
do it, I know I’ve seen 
America,” said Galloway. 
“I’ve seen it in the good, 
and I've seen it in the bad. 
I've seen it in the elements, 
and the unexpected kind-
ness in many ways.”

Melinda Ray describes 
Galloway as a smart man 
with a good heart, and 
plans to welcome him 
back to Barnwell whenev-
er he cycles back this way. 

The Rays continue to 
keep in touch with Gallo-
way through social media 
when he is touring across 
the country as apart of his 
healing process. 

Galloway’s next stop is 
Florida, where he plans 
to meet with veterans 
and discuss living with a 
brain injury. 

His trip to Florida will 
be made much easier with 
the purchase of new tires 
and parts for his bicycle 
by First Baptist Church in 
Barnwell. 

Galloway plans to con-
tinue spreading aware-
ness about brain injury, 
and showing those in a 
similar position what they 
are capable of. 

Man journeys 3,000 miles to Lucy Lu’s 
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

William Galloway travels across the country on this bike to raise awareness about brain injuries. He recently stopped in 

Barnwell where he dined at Lucy Lu's Cafe. 

boxes from FoodShare 
Bamberg. 

Southeastern Housing 
& Community Develop-
ment matched contri-
butions in each county 
for donations received 
resulting in 1,600 boxes 
made to be distributed 
between the three coun-
ties. 

In under five hours, 
FoodShare Bamberg vol-
unteers packed over 2,000 
boxes of produce funded 
by multiple community 
organizations and in-
dividuals.  FoodShare 
Bamberg is an organiza-
tion providing access to 
fresh and affordable food 
regardless of location or 
income level. 

Food drive-thrus were 
held at Williston-Elko 
High School (WEHS), 
Blackville-Hilda High 
School (BHHS), Allen-
dale-Fairfax Elemen-
t a r y  S c h o o l  ( A F E S ) , 
Allendale-Fairfax High 
School (AFHS),  Bam-
b e r g - E h r h a r d t  H i g h 
School (BEHS), and Den-
mark-Olar High School 
(DOHS).  Each school 
had roughly 300 boxes 
to distribute to their com-
munity. 

“There were students 
at the school who were 
excited because they 
might have needed food 
in their household, or 
they could call a fam-
ily member and let them 
know that there is food 
there,” said Cuthbertson 
of her experience when 
speaking to the students 
involved. 

At BEHS, JROTC stu-
dents helped hand out 
boxes, and at BHHS and 

WEHS, football  play-
ers and band members 
worked together to load 
each car with produce 
boxes. 

At DOHS, the JROTC 
and athletic department 
lent a hand in providing 
produce to community 
members.  

Another part of Project 
Care 2022 was mobil-
ity ramp installation at 
the homes of a Barnwell 
County resident and a 
Bamberg County resi-
dent.

Volunteers from Sa-
vannah River Mission 
Completion (SRMC) and 
Savannah River Nuclear 
Solutions (SRNS) worked 

together with the Barn-
well-Bamberg Baptist 
Association’s Men’s min-
istry to build ramps at the 
homes of those in need. 

The Williston Fire De-
partment (WFD) and the 
Williston-Elko Middle 
School football team in-
stalled smoke detectors. 
In total, 139 alarms were 
installed in 32 homes in 
Williston. 

“One of their biggest 
excitements is that they 
learned to use a drill, 
that they let them learn 
from experience,” said 
Cuthbertson of the Blue 
Devils players who lent 
a hand to WFD volun-
teers. 

This portion of Project 
Care 2022 was a continu-
ation of a previous effort 
made by the WFD, Fire-

Safe SC, The SC Office 
of State Fire Marshall 
Community Risk Reduc-
tion Team, American Red 

Cross of South Caro-
lina, and Williston-Elko 
Middle School Blue Devil 
Football team.

Not only did these 
h o u s e h o l d s  r e c e i v e 
smoke detectors, but also 
fire safety information.

“We want to definitely 
expand the smoke detec-
tor installation,” said 
Cuthbertson, who envi-
sions smoke detector pro-
grams being created for 
each town in Barnwell, 
Allendale, and Bamberg 
counties. 

Not only does Cuth-
berson have hopes of 
expanding the smoke 
detector program, but 
she plans to widen the 
scope of Project Care in 
the future with the help 
of her dedicated com-
munity partners. 

“We had so many other 
partners on standby,” 
said Cuthbertson. “Den-
mark Tech, Voorhees, 
and the Career Center 
were all ready to par-
ticipate, so as we plan 
for next year we want to 
take it and magnify what 
those projects are.” 

UNITED: Project Care returns after two-year COVID hiatus FROM PAGE 1A

Williston Fire Department and the Williston-Elko Middle School football team installed 139 smoke detectors in 32 

homes on Sept. 23 during Project Care. Photo Courtesy: Williston Fire Department

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Volunteers from Savannah River Mission Completion and Savannah River Nuclear 

Solutions worked together with the Barnwell-Bamberg Baptist Association’s men’s 

ministry to build ramps at the homes of those in need, including at this home in 

Blackville, on September 23.

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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War Eagles soar 
over Hawks 27-7 at 

Blackville homecoming

T
he Blackvil le-Hilda 
H awk s  s u f f e r e d  a 
homecoming loss Fri-

day, Sept. 23 as they were out-
soared by the Wagener-Salley 
War Eagles. 

Blackvi l le had moments 
when they looked good, but 
could not keep pace with the 
War Eagles who earned the 
27-7 victory. 

“We didn’t play our best 
football Friday night. Give 
Wagener-Sal ley credit  for 
sticking to their game plan 
and wearing us down in the 
fourth quarter. We did some 
decent things offensively but 
still far too many penalties 
and turnovers. Defensively, 
we did create some turnovers 
but struggled to get off the 
field and they were able to 
just keep churning up yards 
in their run game and eating 
the clock. The biggest concern 
was our starting QB Samari 
Williams went down with an 
injury in the fourth quarter. 
We should know more this 
week on his prognosis. He 
is vital to what we do on of-
fense,” said Blackville-Hilda 
Coach Kevin Jones.

When asked about the next 
opponent, Hunter-Kinard-
Tyler, Jones said, “We play 
HKT this week and they are 
much improved f rom last 
season. They have a sol id 
passing game and on defense, 
their front four really get after 
you. We need to focus on fix-
ing our own issues right now. 
If we can get past the turn-
overs and penalties, there is 
enough talent on our roster to 
be successful going forward. 
We continue to preach to our 
players that everything starts 
with discipline and focus on 
the small things.”

The HKT game originally 
scheduled for Friday has been 

rescheduled to Wednesday, 
September 28 due to possible 

weather concerns. Kickoff is 
set for 7:30 p.m. at HKT. 

Come out and support the 
Hawks.

Homecoming Queen: 1st runner-up Zykeria Dowling, Queen Faith Glover, and 2nd runner-up 

Jeronda Mack. Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

SPORTS SCHEDULE

CROSS COUNTRY
Wednesday, Sept. 28

• Barnwell @ Pelion - 5:15 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 1

• Williston-Elko @ Batesburg 
- 9 a.m.

FOOTBALL
Wednesday, Sept. 28

• Edisto @ Barnwell - 6:30 p.m.

• Wagener-Salley @ 

Williston-Elko - 6:30 p.m. 

• Blackville-Hilda @ HKT 

- 7:30 p.m.

• JDA @ Holy Trinity - 

7:30 p.m.

TENNIS
Wednesday, Sept. 28

• Whitmire @ Williston-
Elko - 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 29

• Fox Creek @ Williston-
Elko - 5 p.m. 

• Ridgeland @ Barnwell - 
5 p.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 4
• Woodland @ Barnwell - 

5 p.m. 
• Whale Branch @ 

Williston-Elko - 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Thursday, Sept. 29

• Barnwell @ Edisto - 7 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 3

• JDA @ Community 
Christian - 5 p.m. 

• Bamberg @ Barnwell - 7 
p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 4

• Calhoun @ Williston-
Elko - 5 p.m.

• HKT @ Blackville-Hilda 
- 5:30 p.m.

• Faith Christian @ JDA - 6 
p.m.

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

She is a senior who plays  
Tennis, Basketball, and Track.

Favorites…
*Food: wings & sushi
*Movie/TV show: Grey’s 

Anatomy/ The Twilight Series
*Snack: snow cones & fruit
*Free time activity: read or try 

new food places
*Musician(s): no favorite, I 

love many genres & artists
Goal for this season: To help 

prepare my teammates for the 
seasons ahead without me.

Coach’s quote: “Katilyn has 
truly stepped up this season, 
leading the newcomers, and 
earning her captain C. I am 
beyond proud of her!” - Barnwell 
tennis coach Tiffany Zorn

Katilyn Elmore
Barnwell High School

She is a senior who 
participates in Volleyball, 
Softball, and Baton.

Favorites…
*Food: Potatoes
*TV show: One Tree Hill
*Snack: Popcorn
*Free time activity: 

Watching TV
*Musician: Thomas Rhett
Goal for this season: To 

play hard and end my senior 
year with no regrets.

Coach’s quote: “Karrie is 
one of our captains this season. 
Her work ethic and attitude 
are what every coach wants 
their players to have. She tries 
her best to keep everyone up 
during the matches and keep 
a positive attitude each day.” 
- Ashleigh Anderson

Karrie Bolen
Barnwell High School

Blackville-Hilda Hawks standoff against the Wagener-Salley War Eagles. Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

The Homecoming King was crowned before the game. Pictured from left to right: 2nd runner-up Omarion 
Kinard, 1st runner-up Enrique Fredrick, King Keondre Davis, and Honorable Mention Omari Jenkins

Contributed Photo

The Blackville-Hilda Hawks try to hold off the War Eagles of Wagener-Salley on Friday, September 23. Jonathan Vickery / Publisher
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Members of the Blackville-Hilda High School Class of 1994. Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

As their shirts state, the BHHS Class of 2008 believe 
“There is no place like homecoming.”

Rhonda Gloster, Jordan Elmore, and Shandalyn 
Isaac don their finest Hawk attire. 

Blackville alumni are pulled on a trailer 
by an RV. 

Members of the Macedonia High School Class of 1960. 

Members of the BHHS Class of 1986. 

Below, Left & Middle: The homecoming parade drew a large crowd to downtown Blackville on Friday, Sept. 23. 
Below, Right: Members of the 

Blackville-Hilda High School Class of 1979.

The Blackville-Hilda High School Class of 
1972 is proud to celebrate their 50th anniversary.

Eva Reed Collins, a member of the Macedonia 
High School Class of 1955, waves to the crowd. 

Children check out their new candy.

Barnwell County Consolidated School District 
Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw was the co-
grand marshal for the parade. Also pictured is 

her husband Warren.
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Throughout the years, 
the Barnwell Warhorses 
and Silver Bluff Bulldogs 
have been two of the AA 
Lower-State’s most domi-
nate teams. Whenever 
these two teams met, you 
were in for a knock-down-
drag-out contest. 

Many times, the winner 
of these contests would 
eventually represent the 
Lower-State in the State 
Championship. This year, 
however, it was a one-
sided game, with Barnwell 
running all over the Bull-
dogs for the 42-19 victory.

Silver Bluff did get on 
the scoreboard first, but 
Barnwell’s Klayton “Pea-
nut” Zissette blocked the 
Silver Bluff extra point to 
make the score 6-0 in favor 
of the Bulldogs. The War-
horses answered by scor-
ing on a 63-yard touch-
down run from Barnwell’s 
Tyler Smith. Lane Evans 
added the extra point to 
make the score 7-6 in favor 
of the visiting Warhorses. 
Silver Bluff did manage 
to briefly take the lead for 
one last time, when they 
made a field goal late in 
the first quarter, giving 
them a 9-7 lead. Shortly 
after, Tyler Smith had his 
second carry of the night 
and scored his second 
touchdown. Smith ran 
through the Bulldog de-
fense for a 45-yard touch-
down. Evans added the 
extra point for the 14-9 
Barnwell lead.

Silver Bluff was stopped 
on the next series when the 
Barnwell defense forced a 
fumble. Barnwell quickly 
found the end zone when 
Smith ran for his third 

first quarter touchdown. 
Evans extra point pushed 
the Barnwell lead to 21-9 
as the first quarter ended.

Ba r nwel l ’s  defen s e 
came up with another big 
play when Shea Whitfield 
scooped up a lateral and 
returned it 50 yards for 
Barnwell. Jordan Peeples 
ran behind the strong 
Barnwell offensive line 
to score a 6-yard touch-
down. With the Evans 
extra point, Barnwell ex-
tended their lead to 28-9.

The Warhorse running 
game was not done. Ty-
ler Smith scored on the 
next drive when he bolted 
through the Bulldogs de-
fense for a 24-yard touch-
down and Evans stayed 
perfect on the night, hit-
ting the extra point for an 
impressive 35-9 halftime 
lead. 

Tyler Smith added an-
other Warhorse touch-

down in the third quarter 
on a strong push from 
his offensive line, allow-
ing him the find the end 
zone from 10 yards out. 
Smith finished the night 
with 5 touchdowns and 
224 yards rushing on 19 

carries. Tyler has a super 
impressive 1,335 rushing 
yards and 21 touchdowns 
6 games into the season.

Barnwell coach Dwayne 
Garrick said “It was a 
great win over a good 
opponent. I thought we 

played well after the first 
two series. We rushed the 
ball well. This week starts 
region play so what we’ve 
done in the past doesn’t 
matter. Now is when we 
need to be clicking on 
both sides of the ball. We 
look forward to the chal-
lenges ahead and I am 
proud of our players and 
their accomplishments 
so far.”

Silver Bluff did add a 
late field goal and scored 
a late touchdown, but 
the game had been de-
cided long before that, 
with Barnwell winning 
42-19. With the victory, the 
Horses remain undefeated 
at 6-0. 

Barnwell’s next oppo-
nent Edisto is coming 
to town for this week’s 
Homecoming at W.W. 
Carter Field. 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Warhorses trample Bulldogs 42-19

Jordan Peeples averaged 7 yards per carry against Silver Bluff.

Photos By: Michael Beasley

Silver Bluff’s talented QB can’t escape the pursuit 

from Mandrell Simmons.
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 

The Jefferson Davis 
Academy Raiders in-
vaded Laurens on Fri-
day, September 23 for 
an 8-man football battle 
against the Laurens Cru-
saders. 

The Crusaders put up 
a good battle, but were 
no match for the visiting 
Raiders who won 42-20. 
With the victory, JDA 
has improved to 4-2 on 
the season.

According to Raiders 
coach Anthony Reiten-
our, “The game plan was 
to establish the running 
game, something we’ve 
struggled with this year, 
and to keep our heads 
on a swivel in coverage 
all night. The guys came 
out and executed both 
perfectly to give us a 42-
20 win on the road. Our 

offensive line of Landon 
Williams , Kaleb Lee and 
Kole Lawson did a great 

job getting a strong push 
all night long and Hunter 
Zorn led the way lead 

blocking at fullback to 
rack up 269 yards team 
rushing on the night. The 

defense had another great 
night of forcing turnovers 
and standing strong.”

James Grubbs led all 
rushers with eight car-
ries for 100 yards and one 
touchdown. Payton Payne 
added eight carries for 
68 yards. Nasir Void re-
corded four carries for 40 
yards and a touchdown, 
and Hunter Zorn had 
six carries for 38 yards, 
scored two touchdowns, 
and converted a two-
point conversion.

Defensively, Connor 
Loadholt led the raiders 
with 12 tackles and one 
interception. Garrison 
Hiers was solid in cov-
erage with 11 tackles, 
three interceptions, and 
three pass deflections. 
Kole Lawson also ac-
counted for 11 tackles on 
the night.

JDA’s next opponent is 
Holy Trinity in Beaufort, 
but the date is to be de-
termined due to possible 
bad weather from the 
hurricane. 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

JDA Raiders crush Crusaders 42-20

JDA captains Cole Lawson (13), Colson Loadholt (2), and Hunter Zorn (28) before the game. JDA defeated 

Laurens Academy 42-20.
Photo By: Brandy Zorn

Barnwell’s Tyler Smith rushed for 224 yards and 5 

touchdowns vs. Silver Bluff.
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T he Bar nwel l  War-
horses traveled to Wil-
liston on a bright, sunny 
Saturday morning for a 
tennis match-up against 
local rivals, the Willston-
Elko Blue Devils. The 
two teams have faced 
each other in many close 
battles over the years, 
but this one was won by 

Barnwell, 5-2.
In number one singles, 

Katilyn Elmore of Barn-
well outdueled Willis-
ton’s Na’Kiyah Mercado 
6-1, 6-4. The number two 
singles was won by Wil-
liston’s Madison Wright 
6 - 4 ,  6 -1  over  Br ia n a 
Donaldson. Barnwell’s 
Callee Chesser won the 
battle of the third seeds 
6-1, 6-4 over Adrianna 
Houston. Williston won 
the fourth seeded pair-

ing when Jelisa Ruth-
Hudson beat Barnwell’s 
Delaysia Perry 7-6, 6-0. 
Warhorse Hayden Rowell 
won the battle of the fifth 
seeds 6-1, 6-1 over Wil-
liston’s Samelea Baxley. 
Barnwell’s number two 
doubles team of Emma 
Creech and Elora Lee 
received a forfeit win 
because Williston had 
missing players. 

The number one dou-
bles teams from Barn-

well and Williston split 
the first two sets. Barn-
well won the first set 6-1, 
while Williston bounced 
back for a 6-2 second set 
win. With the score tied 
at one set each, the Barn-
well team of Katilyn El-
more and Callee Chesser 
won a tie-breaker over 
Williston’s number one 
doubles team 10-6.

Barnwell won the over-
all match 5-2. 

Williston’s coach made 

no excuses, but Bernard 
Walters did say, “When 
you are in a competi-
tive match, the outcome 
matters but you can see 
the beauty of students 
progressing.” Coach Wal-
ters’ girls continue to 
improve and he can see 
efforts his young ladies 
are making.

Barnwell’s coach, Tiffa-
ny Zorn, said, “The girls 
pulled a 5-2 win over 
Williston, and I cannot 

be more proud of them! 
Both Katilyn and Callee 
pulled through in their 
s ingles matches,  and 
then again playing to-
gether as the number one 
doubles team. Hayden 
came back from a two-
game absence and show-
cased her skills with a 6-1 
win in both sets. I love 
coaching this team, and I 
am excited for our Senior 
Night against Pelion on 
Monday, September 26.”

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell defeats Williston 5-2 in tennis

Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Williston’s #1 Na”Kiya Mercado hits a 

return for a winner.

Warhorse Callee Chesser played well, 

winning the 3rd seeds match-up 6-1, 

6-4.

Williston’s Madison Wright won the 

battle of the 2 seeds 6-4, 6-1.

Barnwell’s #1 player, Katilyn Elmore hitting 
another forehand winner. Katilyn won her 
match 6-1, 6-4.

Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Courtesy: Tabitha ZornJeff Miller / Sports Writer

The Jefferson Davis 
Ac a de my  vo l l e y b a l l 
teams are playing really 
good volleyball these 
days. The varsity and JV 

teams have combined for 
a 23-3 record as their sea-
sons are starting to wind 
down. Both teams are 
coached by Bart Owens.

“Our JV girls are play-
ing really well. They are 
doing a great job of com-
municating on the court 

and they are serving at 
a very high level,” said 
Owens. 

JV’s last game shows 
just  how st rong they 
have played lately, total-
ly outmatching Charles-
ton Collegiate, winning 
25-10 and 25-5.

Despite a few more 
obstacles,  the varsity 
team has also been do-
ing very wel l.  Coach 
Owens said “Our varsity 
girls are winning but 
we have played through 
lots of girls being sick 
and are t rying to get 

back to playing at a high 
level. We did have a re-
ally big win on Thurs-
day over Holly Hill to 
remain number one in 
the region,” said Coach 
Owens. 

Against  Charleston 
Collegiate, varsity won 

25-15, 8-25, 27-25, and 
25-10. 

With only six games 
remaining, JDA sits at 
the top of their region. 
If they continue to play 
well, this could be a very 
special season for JDA 
volleyball.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

JDA varsity, jv volleyball teams keep winning

Coach Owens and the JV volleyball team are playing really good volleyball with 

only one loss on the season. JDA Varsity Volleyball is 11-2 on the season. Courtesy: Kathy GoogeCourtesy: Carla Deering

The Barnwell Warhorse 
volleyball team played 
three matches last week. 

The Horses defeated lo-
cal rival Blackville-Hilda 
25-9, 25-18, and 25-21 on 
Monday. On Tuesday, 
Barnwell beat region foe 
Ridgeland 25-4, 25-10, 
and 25-11. The Warhorses 
fell a little short on Thurs-
day, losing to Woodland 
24-26, 14-25, and 23-25. 

“Even though we came 
up short on Thursday, 
that is the best we have 
played so far this season,” 
said Coach Ashleigh An-
derson.

Barnwell has won sev-
en of the last eight con-
tests they have played 
to improve their overall 
record to 7-3 overall and 
2-1 in region play. Coach 
Anderson has gotten con-
tributions from most ev-
eryone. 

Statistics for the three 
recent games include Mat-
tie Ray’s 11 aces, 3 kills, 2 
digs, and 14 assists. Karrie 
Bolen contributed 19 aces, 
9 kills, 1 block, 5 digs, and 
1 assist. Jayla Neal had 1 
ace, 4 kills, 2 blocks, 1 dig, 
and 1 assist, while Cailyn 
Morris produced 7 aces, 11 
kills, 2 blocks, 4 digs, and 
9 assists. Baylee Hooper 
had 5 aces, 3 kills, and 2 
digs. Madison Ray added 

1 ace and 3 digs. Alaina 
Brant served 3 aces, had 
1 kill, 8 digs, and 1 assist. 
Kayla Peters accounted for 
5 aces, 2 kills, 1 dig, and 
3 assists while Rebecca 
Richardson had 2 aces, 2 
kills, and 2 digs. Brooklyn 
Gordon had 1 kill and 

Scarlet Rudd tallied 4 kills. 
Jaidyn Devore added 1 ace 
and 3 kills. Ashley Barrett 
collected 6 aces, 1 kill, 1 
dig, and 5 assists. Tame-
riah Hutto served 1 ace.

Barnwell faced Wade 
Hampton on Tuesday, 
September 27 after press 

time and is scheduled to 
play Edisto this Thurs-
day, September 29. Both 
are away matches, but 
come out and support 
the Warhorse volleyball 
team as they make the 
final push for the play-
offs.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell volleyball wins 2 of 3 matches

Barnwell’s Baylee Hooper goes for the kill against Ridgeland.

Photos Courtesy: Mindy  Sandifer

Karrie Bolen serves another winner in Barnwell’s win 

over Ridgeland.
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Sticky Situation
What is a time you found 
yourself in a “sticky” or 

difficult situation? How did 
you solve your problem?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

NONSENSE

PURPLE

EXPERT

GOOPS

BLURB

ALPHABET

POEM

VERSES

BROTH

NEVER

WORDS

COW

LOUD

TEETH

LICK

G

T

S

G

T

E

E

T

H

M

T

D

B

R

O

T

H

N

E

E

R

P

E

D

U

O

L

R
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O

O

P
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W
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X
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X

V
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S
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L
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Draw over the pencil lines in
ink. Make sure the ink is dry,
then erase all the pencil lines.
Color your cow and add spots,

stripes, or wild & wacky
patterns.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Create words from context clues.

Select one page of
the newspaper and

find all of the letters
that spell the word

NONSENSE. Circle
each letter. Draw a
line from the ‘N’ to
the ‘O’ and so forth

until you have
connected all the

letters. What kind of
picture can you make

from the design
created by these dots

and lines?

Standards Link: Reading
Comprehension: Follow
multiple-step directions.

     orn January 30, 1866, Gelett Burgess is remembered as a nonsense

        expert. In fact, he may be one of your favorite authors, even though

you have probably never heard of him.

He invented such great words as               and

Goop comes from the many tales he told of the boneless, ill-mannered

and sort-of-human characters he named “goops.”

Gelett Burgess wrote a series of goop books

to teach children manners.

One book of goop tales has verses about

52 children, two for each letter of the

alphabet. Each child’s name describes

a fault.

 The most quoted poem of the 1890s was a little ditty

by Gelett Burgess called “The Purple Cow.”

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow simple written directions.

What faults are described by these

names?

Askalotte

Xcitabelle

Badinskool

Fibius

She would not brush her teeth.

He liked to sing too loud.

He pinched his baby sister.

She ate with her fingers.

Make up names for children with
these faults:

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Understand word meaning from

context clues.

A

B

C

D

ANSWER: The correct order is D, C, A, B.

Draw big, simple shapes for
your cow’s body with a pencil.

Draw very lightly. A cow’s
body is a rectangle. Cows have
short legs and a long tail. Draw
ovals for the head and feet.

Still drawing with a pencil,
start adding details like eyes,
hooves, udders, and horns.

Remember to draw lightly with
the pencil because you’ll be

erasing the pencil lines.

Well, this is
udder nonsense!

Oops! The
goops have
dropped the
lines of the

poem
and got them
scrambled.
Can you put

the poem
together?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

ANSWER: Wrong.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple directions.
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Standards Link: Writing: Write brief descriptive narratives.

Opposite Ads
Find an ad in the newspaper. Rewrite 

the ad so that it says just the opposite of 

the original.

The noun nonsense means 
words or actions that have no 

meaning, are silly or that 
don’t make sense.

NONSENSE

Try to use the word nonsense in 
a sentence today when talking 
with your friends and family.

A limerick is a silly poem 
that sometimes is nonsense.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Visual discrimination: Recognize objects that match.

Only two of these kooky cows are identical. 
How fast can you find them? Better get moooo-ving!

Complete the grid by using all the letters
in the word RHYME in each vertical and
horizontal row. Each letter should only
be used once in each row. Some spaces
have been filled in for you.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Identify words 
that rhyme.

Here are some limericks 
written by Kid Scoop readers. 
Use the words in the Word List 
to make each limerick rhyme.

There once was a clever young lad

But sometimes he gets really _____

He found a big clover

It flipped him right ________

In the end he was very glad.

        – by Sam G.

Hey, it’s free pizza day _________.

All the towns people cheered, “Horray”

But the fools didn’t __________

‘Cause they went with the flow

That I was going to yell April Fools Day!

        – by John D.

I was sitting in my comfy ________

Eating like a big grizzly bear

I just couldn’t ___________

I thought I would pop!

Now I’m fat, but I really don’t _____!

        – by Cece D.

I love playing in the bright _______

Oh my it is so much good fun

To play in a ___________

But always stay ____________

It is so sad when the day is done.

        – by Audra P.

Draw a line from each goopname to that child’s fault.

 Asleepnogo

 Inkafinga

 Nevashair

 Teeza

would not
share things

didn’t want

to go to bed

had dirty

hands

picked
on others

Course offerings:
� GED Preparation 
� High School Diploma
� WorkKeys Testing
� Math Skills Upgrade 
� Reading Skills Upgrade 
� GED Boot Camps

Barnwell Offi ce:
10370 Ellenton St., Barnwell

(803) 541-6021
www.bbaed.org


