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A burglary occurred at the 
Healing Springs Country Store 
in Blackville on Monday, Sep-
tember 5 around 4 a.m. result-
ing in roughly $120 of stolen 
property. 

Robert H. Yoder, previous 
owner of the store, called dis-
patch Monday morning just past 
8 a.m. after receiving a call from 
a witness who stated they saw 
the store’s front door was kicked 
in as they drove by. 

A Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office (BCSO) deputy arrived 
on Monday morning shortly 
after receiving Yoder’s call and 
saw “the front door had been 
forced open and rested on the 
frame at an angle,” stated the 
incident report. 

The report continues to state 
the door had been detached 
from the frame and hinges. 

The deputy was able to enter 
the store through an opening 
between the detached door and 
the door frame to conduct a 
protective sweep. 

During the protective sweep, 
he saw candy bars and bags of 

chips on the floor. 
According to the report, cur-

rent owner Sophon Tauch ar-
rived on scene shortly after and 
explained there were security 
cameras both inside and outside 
the store. 

Tauch then showed the dep-
uty footage of the incident 
recorded by the cameras on her 
cellphone. 

“The footage showed what 
appeared to be a Black male 
subject walking from the side 
of the store to the front of the 
store,” stated the report. 

Store burglary suspect sought

Declan Jackson, 6, recently learned about the events of Sept. 11, 2001 from his mother, Faith Jackson. 
They visited the 9/11 memorial in downtown Barnwell. Declan stopped at each grouping of American 
flags, which represents each group of victims, to pray for the families left behind. "I had tears when 
I realized that he was gonna stop at each section and pray," said Faith. Photo Courtesy: Faith Jackson

County addresses 
cemetery dispute

Landfill disputes, the pro-
posed animal control ordi-
nance, museum renovations, 
and what to do about personal-
ized cemetery plots were dis-
cussed at the Barnwell County 
Services Committee on Thurs-
day, September 1. 

Cemetery Ordinance 
On July 24, Barnwell County 

posted on their Facebook page 
that Barnwell County Council 
approved an ordinance over 
two months before on May 10 
updating the rules and regula-
tions regarding the Barnwell 
County Memorial Cemetery 
on Highway 278. 

The updated rules and regu-
lations were implemented to 
ensure safety and efficiency 
when county landscaping 
crews maintain the grounds 
of the cemetery, according to 
the post. 

Trees, plants, and shrubs will 
not be allowed to be planted on 
any plot, and the county re-
serves the right to remove any 
in violation of this ordinance. 

This excludes plants, trees, 
or shrubs planted by the coun-
ty as a part of “an approved 
landscaping plan,” according 
to the post. 

Also, any sort of structure is 
not allowed to be constructed 
on a plot otherwise not permit-
ted by the county. 

Artificial flowers may be 
used at headstones or as plot 
markers only and are not per-

mitted to be used in any other 
method. Both artificial flowers 
and cut flowers can be kept in 
a ceramic, concrete, metal, or 
durable plastic vase and must 
be regularly attended. The use 
of a glass, tin, paper, or card-
board vase is not permitted. 

Although allowed, these 
vases with flowers are only al-
lowed to be on the plot for 60 
days until they are removed by 
county employees. 

The end of the post reads, 
“The county shall have the 
right to remove any items 
constructed on a plot or left 
on a plot in violation of this 
ordinance.”

This post was met with 65 
comments from community 
members, some were express-
ing anger and discontent. 

Barnwell County Council-
man and Services Committee 
Chairman Ben Kinlaw de-
scribed this as a “very emo-
tional, hot button issue,” at the 
September meeting. 

Many concerned citizens 
asked questions about items 
they have already placed on 
a loved one’s plot, and some 
explained they would abide by 
the ordinances when the plots 
were better maintained.

Claims were made in the 
comments on the county’s 
post by citizens expressing the 
grass in the cemetery has been 
‘knee-high,’ and there has been 
alleged damage to plots from 
landscaping crews such as 
chipped grave markers. 

However, the vases, struc-

See SERVICES, 5A
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Barnwell County remem-
bered the lives lost 21 years ago 
during the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

From a flag display in down-
town Barnwell to a firefighter 
parade in Blackville, the com-
munity is remembering the sac-
rifices made by so many people 
on September 11, 2001. 

Blackville Memorial 
The Blackville Fire Depart-

ment Auxiliary and Blackville 
Fire Department hosted the 
inaugural 9/11 Memorial event 
on Saturday, Sept. 10 in the 
picnic shelter behind Blackville 
First Baptist Church. The event 

honored the victims of the 
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, 
including the 343 firefighters 
who perished. 

“That was an amazing sacri-
fice. They sacrificed their lives 
so others can live,” said Black-
ville Mayor Ronnie Pernell, the 
guest speaker. “It takes courage 
in the face of fear to carry out 
their duties, that’s what men 
and women did on 9/11 and 
that’s what men and women do 
on a daily basis.”

That sacrifice exemplifies 
why firefighters and other first 
responders are unselfish indi-
viduals, said the mayor. 

“Unselfishness requires no 
thoughts for yourself. That’s 
what it takes to be a servant, to 
be a fireman. It brings real joy,” 

said Pernell. 
Mayor Pernell said he’s tried 

to focus his life on service, in-
cluding as a minister, former 
police officer and firefighter, 
military veteran who served 
as an infantry officer in Desert 
Storm, and now as mayor. 

“I’ve got a lot of respect for 
firefighters in that position. We 
need to do this year after year 
to make sure we remember 
the sacrifices people make on a 
daily basis,” said Pernell. 

Assistant Blackville Fire Chief 
Dylan Weaver helped orga-
nize the event alongside Re-
nee Chupp from the auxiliary. 
They organized the event as a 
fundraiser for the department 

Alexandra Whitbeck & 
Jonathan Vickery 

Staff

See MEMORIALS, 11A

See BURGLARY, 12A

Memorials honor 
9/11 sacrifices

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Surveillance footage captured this Black male breaking in the 
Healing Springs Country Store in Blackville on Sept. 5.

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Flower arrangements and other decorations are shown fallen on 
the ground of a grave at Barnwell County Memorial Cemetery.

Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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The Barnwell County 
Animal Shelter (BCAS) 
brought ten dogs to Trac-
tor Supply to find their 
forever homes on Satur-
day, September 10. 

Out of the ten dogs 
brought to the adoption 
day, four were adopted.

Barnwell FFA mem-

bers alongside Barnwell 
County Career Center 
(BCCC) Agricultural in-
structor Christle Tindall, 
BCAS staff, and Tractor 
Supply employees worked 
together to collect dona-
tions of food and sup-
plies for the shelter. Lunch 
was provided by C’s on 
Wheels food truck. 

Tractor Supply employ-
ee Luana Leonard Ab-

shire played a major role 
in facilitating this event. 

With each adoption, the 
new owners received an 
adoption bag courtesy of 
BCAS filled with gift cer-
tificates and supplies. 

At the end of the event, 
BCAS staff brought the 
much-needed donated 
supplies back to the shel-
ter and four local families 
had a new member. 

Four dogs find 'furever' homes at adoption event

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

The sun came out from 
behind the clouds as the 
Barnwell County Sher-
iff’s Office welcomed law 
enforcement agencies, lo-
cal churches, community 
groups, non-profit orga-
nizations, and the public 
to the second annual Law 
Enforcement Expo held at 
Veterans Memorial Park 
on September 10. 

Although BCSO re-
leased a statement prior to 
the event about a poten-
tial downpour, the sky re-
mained clear for the com-
munity to come together. 

Sheriff Steve Griffith 
and BCSO deputies met 
members of the commu-
nity they serve so citizens 
could get to know the 
people behind the badge 
and learn about law en-
forcement. 

This event was hoped 
to serve as a conduit in 
Sheriff Griffith’s goal of 
building the trust back 
between citizens and law 
enforcement. 

"Community is vitally 
important to this agency, 
and we will continue do-
ing all that we can to work 
with and all,” said BCSO 
in a Facebook post. 

There were multiple 
other agencies in atten-
dance such as SC State 
Law Enforcement Divi-
sion (SLED), Burke Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Fairfield 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Aiken County Sheriff’s 
Office, and SC Highway 
Patrol. Each had a booth 
with information about 
their agency and deputies 
ready to share. 

Dr. A.V. Strong, an anti-
gang advocate, attended 
the expo as well after 
speaking to Barnwell edu-
cators and leaders about 
gang violence in August. 

Dr. Strong plans to re-
turn to Barnwell County 
schools in conjunction 
with BCSO and local 
clergy members to speak 
to students and parents 
about gang prevention 
methods late this year. 

Edisto Baptist and Beth-
any Baptist had booths 
and handed out flyers of 
information about their 
churches. Also in atten-
dance were Celebrate 
Recovery ministry lead-
ers Jason and Amber Still 
with a booth about the 
services offered by the or-
ganization. 

Care Connections, a 
community outreach ini-
tiative was present with a 
booth. 

Kristi Gatlin, Barnwell 
McDonald’s manager, 

handed out T-shirts and 
stickers as well as infor-
mation about employ-
ment opportunities.

BCSO partner Axis I 
Center was present to pro-
vide information about 
recovery and addiction, 
and LaCinda McCormack 
represented The Polly 
Best Center and provided 
information about their 
mental health services. 

Barnwell School Dis-
trict 45 (BSD45) and Barn-
well County Consolidated 
School District (BCCSD) 
were present. BSD45 Su-
perintendent Dr. Crissie 
Stapleton and Barnwell 
Elementary Principal 
Kay Gooding handed out 
books for all ages. 

Representing kids a bit 
younger was Barnwell 
County First Steps execu-

tive director Tricia Gordon 
who also handed out books. 

Other booths were Ap-
pleseed Legal Justice Cen-
ter, Heartfelt Calling-A 
program of South Caroli-
na Foster Parent Associa-
tion, Serve and Connect, 
South Carolina Depart-

ment of Mental Health, 
South Carolina Human 
Affairs Commission, 
Auxilium Community 
Development Corpora-
tion, and Clemson Youth 
Learning Institute. 

“Some of you posted 
'can’t wait until next year.' 

We will see you next 
year!" said BCSO on their 
Facebook page. 

BCSO plans to keep 
building their relation-
ship with the community 
through events with a 
similar message as the 
Law Enforcement Expo. 

Sun shines on Law Enforcement Expo 

Join Us for

Alumni Weekend
at USC Salkehatchie

 
Saturday, September 17, 2022

 
 465 James Brandt Blvd.
 Allendale, South Carolina

A Day Full of Activities!
 

Alumni Meet and Greet
 

Voices and Votes:  Democracy in America
Smithsonian Museum on Main Street Exhibit

Antique Car Show

Grilling at the Grove
Support USC Salkehatchie Athletics - Cash Only

 
Georgia at South Carolina Football Stream

  
Constitution Day Celebration

 
Documentary Films:
On With The Show

The Hut

 Pack the Stands Soccer Matches
  

Gloriously Gatsby

For times, locations and to RSVP visit
 uscsalkehatchie.sc.edu

For more information call 
843-549-6314 or 803-584-3446
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Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

This dog and his new family were all smiles after he got adopted.

ABOVE & AT RIGHT: FFA 

students helped with the 
adoption event.

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck

Sheriff Steve Griffith (left), Dr. A.V. Strong (center), Lt. 
Eric Kirkland (right) were on hand for the expo.

The expo was well attended by vendors and guests.

The Axis I Center of Barnwell was one of the vendors.

Barnwell native Austin Wilbanks is a bomb technician and 
canine handler with the Charleston Police Dept.

A number of local law enforcement officers were on hand to meet the public.

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck
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South Carolina South Carolina 
 Humanities  Humanities 
  Festival  Festival

September 15-18, 2022September 15-18, 2022
Allendale, SCAllendale, SC

Thursday, Sept. 15: Opening of Humanities Festival

      9 am - 12 pm:  Tour Voices and Votes with Guides

      10 am:  James Felder, USC Salkehatchie Atrium

Thursday, September 15

 12 pm: Self-Guided Historical Tours 

              Available Pick up at USC Salkehatchie Atrium

 2 pm     Tour of Allendale County Courthouse

              Elaine Sabb

 7 pm     Jason Cook Musical Concert – Carolina Theatre, 

              $5 donation (doors open at 6 pm, limited seating)

Friday, September 16

 10 am - 5 pm Voices and Votes

  10:30 am  Topper Program – Al Goodyear 

              USC Salkehatchie Library

 1 pm     Historical Bus Tour – $35 fee

              Meet at Carolina Theatre

 6 pm     Dear Allendale

            (Voices of Allendale)

  Carolina Theatre

Sept. 15 - 18, Allendale County Library, 12 pm

Historical Displays - Library

Scavenger Hunt - SC Room (Sept. 15-17)

Historical Pictures - Conference room

 Saturday, September 17 -  Constitution Day

 10 am - 2 pm Antique Car Show 

               USC Salkehatchie Parking Lot 

 9 am - 2 pm   Voices and Votes

 10 am - 1 pm   Family Festival – Memorial Ave. 

 11 am - 2 p.m. Grilling in the Grove

                USC Salkehatchie Athletics

 2 pm      Constitution Day Celebration 

                Carolina Theatre with cake and lemonade

 2:30 - 4 pm   Historical Videos - Carolina Theatre 

                (Featuring Carolina Theatre The Hut, and interviews 

                with Allendale Citizens)

 6 pm       Performance – Gracie and Lacy  

                Carolina Theatre - FREE

Sunday, September 18

 10:30 am    Community Worship Service

                Allendale First Baptist Church

 1 pm       Taste of Allendale County ($5 charge)

     and Quilt Display - James Brandt Building

 3 pm       Festival Ends  

AllendaleVoices.comAllendaleVoices.com

Three students in 
Blackville and 

Williston were rec-
ognized for earning 
perfect scores on SC 
READY. 

Kelly Edwards El-
ementary School stu-
dents Cassie Land 
(fifth grade) and Ka-
leb Wright (4th grade) 
scored perfect scores 
on the SC READY math 
test. Mauriyah Wil-
liams from Macedonia 
E l e m e n t a r y - M i d d l e 
School earned a perfect 
score on the SC READY 
reading test. All three 
students were recog-
nized during the Barn- well County Consoli- dated School Board’s 

August 23 meeting in 
Williston. 

“We are ecstatic about 
our three scholars who 
scored the maximum 
scores on the SC READY 
assessment. This means 
that our scholars have 
mastered their respec-
tive grade level stan-
dards at the highest lev-
el of proficiency. We are 
grateful for the teachers 
and parents who played 
significant roles in this 
accomplishment. This 
is the perfect example 
of everyone working 
together to ensure aca-
demic excellence!” said 
Interim Superintendent 
Dr. Marcella Shaw. 

Facility Improve-
ments

The board accepted 
the letters of condition 
from the USDA regard-
ing two community fa-
cility grants. 

One grant totaling 
$49,000 will purchase 
new marquees for the 
three schools in Willis-
ton. The district must 
provide a match of 

$30,100. 
The other grant in 

the amount of $50,000 
will fund cafeteria fur-
niture. The district’s 
match is $20,000. 

These grants were 
started about two years 
ago by the Williston 
District 29 School Board 
prior to the merger 
with Barnwell District 
19. That’s why Black-
ville-Hilda’s schools do 
not benefit from these 
grants. 

The board also heard 
from architect Bill Pal-
ladino about capital 
projects in Williston. 
The four main compo-
nents include: reno-
vating restrooms, im-
proving accessibility, 
replacing windows at 
Kelly Edwards Elemen-
tary, and renovating 
the auditorium at the 
district office in Wil-
liston so it can be bet-
ter utilized for theatre 
plays, lectures, and 
other events, said Pal-
ladino.

At the board’s August 
9 meeting in Blackville, 

Interim Director of Op-
erations David Corder 
discussed the district’s 
plan to upgrade the 
Blackville-Hilda High 
School football stadi-
um. This includes 350 
seats on the visitors 
side and 570 seats on 
the home side.

“The plan is to cut a 
center aisle on the home 
side of the stadium and 
add handrails. The visi-
tor's side will be demol-
ished, and new bleach-
ers will be installed,” 
said Corder. “This is 
being done to bring the 
stadium up to code.”

The total cost of the 
project is $232,000, 
which will be taken out 
of Blackville's General 
Obligation Bond. Tyler 
Construction was the 
only contractor to bid 
on the project. 

The board approved 
moving forward with 
phase one modifica-
tions to the stadium. 

Personnel
The board approved 

several employee ac-
tions during their two 

August meetings:
Resignations: Ju-

lian Faust (SPED TA at 
Blackville-Hilda High 
School), Andre Sim-
mons (ISS Monitor at 
Macedonia Elemen-
tary-Middle School), 
Craig Martin (Physical 
Education Teacher at 
MEMS), and Zebnobvia 
Bagley (Softball Coach 
at Williston-Elko High 
School).

Terminations: Ed-
ward Green (Pre-ETS 
College and Career 
Transition Coach)

New Hires: Bianca 
Dash (Nurse at BHHS), 
Jessica Catid (Creative 
Writing Teacher at 
WEHS), Rushani Derrick 
Burke (Physical Educa-
tion Teacher at MEMS), 
Jessica Pym (Fine Arts 
Coordinator), Leslie Ha-
zel (Pre-ETS College and 
Career College Transi-
tion Coach at BHHS), 
James Still (ISS Moni-
tor at BHHS), Shadine 
Washington (ISS Moni-
tor at BHHS), and Stan-
ley Williams (Assistant 
Football Coach). 

Three BCCSD students earn perfect scores

Kaleb Wright and Cassie Land were recognized during the August 23 BCCSD meeting 

for perfect scores on SCREADY. Kaleb is accompanied by his younger brother, mother 

Felicia Wright, and father, Isaac Wright. Cassie Land is pictured with her parents, 

Joshua and Terresa Land. Contributed Photo

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Mauriyah Williams (right) receives her certificate for a 

perfect score on SCREADY from Macedonia Elementary-

Middle School Principal Eryl Smalls.

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

Simmons "Simms" Edith Adams was born on August 11, 2022.

Simmons "Simms" Edith Adams

Eddie and Kathryn (Baxter) Adams of Lexington are proud to announce 
the birth of their daughter, Simmons “Simms” Edith Adams. 

She was born at 9:05 a.m. on Thursday, August 11, 2022 at Lexington Medi-
cal Center. She weighed 7 pounds, 2 ounces and measured 19.5 inches long. 

She has a loving older brother, Eddison, age 4. 
Paternal grandparents are Robert and Anne Adams of Greenwood. 
Maternal grandparents are Joe and Marcia Baxter of Columbia (formerly 

of Barnwell).

Birth

Jamison Luca Torres was born on August 14, 2022.

Jamison Luca Torres

Salvador and Lynnsey Torres of Aiken are proud to announce the birth 
of their son, Jamison Luca Torres. 

He was born at 1:34 a.m. on August 14, 2022 at Piedmont Hospital in Au-
gusta, Ga. He weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces and measured 20 ½ inches long. 

He has one sister, Camila Torres. 
Paternal grandparents are Salvador Torres and Rosa Hernandez of Barnwell. 
Maternal grandparents are Joe and Deborah Jamison of Barnwell. 

Birth

Corbin Wade Jackson was born on August 11, 2022.

Corbin Wade Jackson

Skyler Still and Caleb Jackson of Barnwell are proud to announce the 
birth of their son, Corbin Wade Jackson. 

He was born on August 11, 2022 at 5:58 p.m. at Aiken Regional Hospital in 
Aiken. He weighed 6 pounds, 5 ounces and measured 20 inches long. 

Paternal grandparents and Rusty and Miranda Jackson of Barnwell. 
Maternal grandparents are Kim Still and Angela Hutson of Barnwell. 
Paternal great-grandparents are the late Bonnie Jackson, the late Wade 

Jackson, the late Shirley Jackson, and Wade and Christine Hough. 
Maternal great-grandparents are Ruby and Pete Still and Deacon and 

Shirley Hutson. 

Birth

Kannon Lee Staton was born on June 7, 2022.

Kannon Lee Staton

Brandon Staton and Kelli Griffith of Barnwell are proud to announce the 
birth of their son, Kannon Lee Staton. 

He was born on June 7, 2022 at 3:45 p.m. at Lexington Medical Center. He 
weighed 6 pounds, 6 ounces and measured 19 ¾ inches long. 

He has one brother, Baylor Griffith. 
Paternal grandparents are Bill and Vanessa (Lee) Mitchell of Hardeeville. 
Maternal grandparents are Steve and Melanie Griffith of Barnwell. 
Paternal great-grandparents are Bob and Judy Lee of Barnwell. 
Maternal great-grandparent is Iris Powers of Barnwell. 

New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon.
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BARNWELL -  Our 
sweet mama, Guida Jane 
Jones Creech, has finished 
her earthly walk. When we 
told her happy birthday 
on August 31, she said, 
“I’m old.” When we told 
her she was 98, she rolled 
her eyes so dramatically, 
a sassy 13-year-old girl 
would have been jeal-
ous. Mama was tired, and 
while our hearts are bro-
ken, we rejoice that she is 
whole and experiencing 
the profound joy of be-
ing with her Savior. We 
can imagine our daddy, 
Harold, and the entire 
Jones clan all clamoring 
to welcome her home. 
Home– the place she al-
ways wanted to be.

Mama grew up with her 
seven siblings–Claude, 
Edna, Ethel, Gertie, Ron-
da, Eula, and Lora–in 
the mountains of Ashe 
County, North Carolina. 
She regaled us with won-
derful stories of how her 
parents, Tom and Cora 
Jones, raised their family 
on a farm on the banks 
of the picturesque New 
River. Her stories of their 
lives on that river certainly 
included the hardships, 
but the overarching sense 
was the happiness, laugh-
ter, and love of family and 
home.

A lifelong sports fan, 
Mama would proudly tell 
of helping lead her high 
school basketball team 
to the state title game. 
Later, she cheered loudly 
for Gamecock football 
and basketball– and even 

baseball when they were 
winning. For all of her 
sweetness, Mama could be 
a bit of a sore loser.

Mama has always been 
a hard worker, strong, and 
independent. As a young 
woman, she seemed to 
think nothing of mov-
ing alone to another state 
to get a job. She worked 
in the secret city of Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee and then 
later at Dupont in Martins-
ville, Virginia. She proud-
ly bought her first new car 
with those earnings.

Mama’s baby sister, 
Lora, introduced her to 
our daddy. They were 
married in 1953 and set-
tled in Barnwell to estab-
lish their home and family. 
With our births (Danny 
and Pam), an uncondi-
tional love bloomed inside 
our precious mama. Even 
though we both experi-
enced the sharp sting of 
her switch, we have never 
ever doubted her love for 
us. That unconditional 
love only grew as her fam-
ily grew:

son, Danny (Stephanie) 
Creech, Sharon Creech 
- friend and mother of 
Mama’s first four grand-
children; grandson, Jer-
emy (Tina) Creech; great-
granddaughter, Jemma; 
grandson, Matthew (Mel) 
Creech; grandson, Corey 
Creech; great-grandson, 
Conner; granddaughter, 
Holly (Kevin) Farrar; 
great-granddaughters, 
Emme, Ally, and Baby Girl 
(on-the-way); daughter, 
Pam (favorite son-in-law, 
Terry) Black; granddaugh-
ter, Emily Black; grand-
daughter, Eve (Clayton) 
Meisner.

We all knew she loved 
us, and her favorite way to 
show that was by feeding 
us– whether it was a meal 
before a game, a holiday 

spread, or a simple slice of 
cornbread, she generously 
nourished us.

She also nourished our 
faith by teaching us and, 
more importantly, by liv-
ing her faith openly. We 
remember kneeling beside 
our beds, praying with her. 
She and Daddy took us all 
to Sunday School and 
church at Reedy Branch, 
and she served there as 
long as she was able. She 
balanced working outside 
our home and caring for 
us, demonstrating how to 
trust God and love com-
pletely in the busyness of 
day to day to life.

In her later years, she 
cared for our daddy when 
he got sick and then lived 
independently until her 
body just began to give 
out. She loved the simple 
pleasures of rocking (quite 
spiritedly) on her front 
porch and tending to her 
flowers of every color and 
variety.

We are grateful for the 
tender care she received 
from the staff at Pruitt 
Health in Barnwell. They 
loved our sweet mama 
even though she frequent-
ly peppered them with 
questions about when she 
was going home.

Home– where Mama 
always wanted to be. She 
is Home now.

A graveside service was 
held on Monday, Sep-
tember 12, 2022 at 11 a.m. 
in the Barnwell County 
Memory Gardens Cem-
etery on Reynolds Road, 
with Rev. Harry Warren 
officiating. Visitation was 
held on Monday from 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. at Mole 
Funeral Home.

Sign the online guest-
book at molefh.com.
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Guida Jane Jones 
Creech

BAMBERG - Ret. Cpt. 
James “J im” Thomas 
Blackwell, P.A., 80, of 
Bamberg, passed away 
on Monday, September 
5, 2022 surrounded by his 
loving family.  

Born in Mobile, Ala-
bama, he was the son of the 
late William J. Blackwell 
and Mattle I. Blackwell. He 
was in the second graduat-
ing class of the Physician 
Assistant-Medex Program 
at the Medical University 
of South Carolina in 1974. 
Jim was a retired Captain 
having served in the U.S. 
Army. 

His most marked char-
acteristic, apart from his 
faith, was his service to 
others in the military and 
the civilian sector. During 
his twenty-five years of 
service in the military, he 
loyally served in Germa-
ny, Panama, Vietnam, and 
on U.S. soil. As a Vietnam 
War Veteran, he earned 

two Purple Hearts among 
other medals. In the pri-
vate sector, he worked in 
the specialties of orthope-
dics, obstetrics, geriatrics, 
and family practice. He 
faithfully served his pa-
tients for forty-one years. 
He often said he loved 
medicine, but his greatest 
love was his patients. 

A faithful member of 
the Denmark Presbyterian 
Church, he served several 
terms as a Ruling Elder 
and Chairman of the Wor-
ship Committee. He used 
his strong faith as a testi-
mony to encourage others.

Survivors include his 
devoted wife, Jane Kay 
Fennel l  Blackwell  of 
37 years; sons, Michael 
Blackwell of Sachse, Tex-
as, Reuben Blackwell of 
Richardson, Texas, Bruce 
(Kim) Blackwell of Kath-
leen, GA, and Chuck (Bar-
bara) Bell of Barnwell, 
S.C.; grandchildren, Ryan 
(Michaela) Blackwell, 
Brody Blackwell, Holden 
Blackwell, Chase (Kinsley) 
Bell, Brooke (Tyler) Davis, 
and Cierra (Corey) Smith; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Chance, Peyton, Paisley, 

Presley, and Lexi.
He was preceded in 

death by a son, Dewayne 
Blackwell. 

The family would like 
to extend a very special 
thank you to Dr. Lone, Dr. 
Moustafa, The V. A. Home 
Based Primary Care Team,  
Always Caring and Pruitt 
Health Barnwell for the ex-
ceptional care and concern 
that they have shown Jim 
and his family these last 
months.

A private family ser-
vice will be held at the 
Denmark Presbyterian 
Church with the Reverend 
Don Day officiating; full 
military honors will be 
accorded.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests dona-
tions be sent to Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation, 2361 
Hylan Blvd., Staten Island, 
N.Y. 10306. 

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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RET. CPT. James 
“Jim” Thomas 
Blackwell, P.A.

BARNWELL - Perry 
Rountree, 78, of Barnwell, 
passed away peacefully in 
his home surrounded by 
loved ones on September 
7, 2022. 

He was born on April 
15, 1944, in Barnwell 
County to the late Kite 
and Sally Mae Rountree. 
He retired from U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers after 
39 years. Perry was a lov-
ing father and grandfather 
“Pepa”. He enjoyed fish-
ing and spending time 
with his grandchildren on 
the farm.

He was predeceased by 
his loving wife, Bonnie 
Thrift Rountree; his son, 
Wilson Elmore; and sis-
ters, Cora Lee Bragg and 
Rachael Sargent.

He is survived by his 
sons, Curtis (Katrina) 
Rountree, Frankie Roun-
tree, Jessie (Suzie) Elmore, 
all of Barnwell, S.C.; and 
one daughter, Zora Bar-
wick of Shepherdstown, 
WV; his sisters, Mary Lee 
(James) Plunk and Marie 
Rountree; grandchildren, 
Brandy (Chad) Bolen, 
Christy (Logan) Adams, 
Kendra (Gus) Rountree, 
Myranda (Charlie) Roun-
tree, Ashley Rountree, 
Erica Rountree, Kimberly 
Rountree, Jeanene Elmore, 
Rebecca Elmore, Michelle 
McDonald, Mindy (Steve) 
Rhyne, Tiffany Williams, 
Amber Williams, Wesley 

Williams; great-grandchil-
dren, Keegan, Makintley, 
Dierks, Wylie, Paisley, 
Wylder, Ryker, Keely, 
Kaydance, Kalayla, Ken-
neth, Kearselyn, Mason, 
and 12 others.

Visitation was held Fri-
day, September 9th from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Mole 
Funeral Home. A funeral 
service was held Saturday, 
September 10th at 11 a.m. 
at Seven Pines Baptist 
Church in Barnwell fol-
lowed by graveside at 
Barnwell County Memory 
Gardens Cemetery.

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
Sign the online guestbook 
at molefh.com.
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Perry Rountree

D E N M A R K  -  R e v . 
James Theodore “Ted” 
Robertson Sr., age 92, 
passed away on Thursday, 
September 8, 2022. 

He was born June 6, 
1930, in Barnwell, to Ed-
gar Dubose Robertson 
Sr. and Olive Calhoun 
Robertson. He attended 
Furman University, Col-
lege of Charleston and 
graduated from Cali-
fornia State University, 
Long Beach in 1953 with 
a degree in History. He 
received a Master of Di-
vinity from Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary and was ordained to 
Gospel ministry in 1964. 
He pastored churches in 
Montmorenci, Port Royal, 
and Ehrhardt, South Caro-
lina, served as School Di-
rector of Deer Park Baptist 
Church School in North 
Charleston, S.C., and re-
tired from the ministry as 
Director of Missions for 
the Barnwell – Bamberg 

Baptist Association and 
Allendale-Hampton Bap-
tist Association. He was 
a member of First Baptist 
Church, Denmark, S.C. 
Possessing an impres-
sive tenor singing voice, 
he was active in church 
and community choirs 
for many years. He also 
volunteered with Meals 
on Wheels, and other or-
ganizations in Denmark. 
He was an avid gardener 
and golfer. 

He was married for 61 
years to the late Margaret 
Pettigrew Robertson who 
passed away in 2016. He 
is survived by a daughter, 
Sarah R. (Tom) Timm of 
Summerville; sons, James 
Theodore Robertson Jr. 
of Charleston, Samuel 
Reel (Juli) Robertson of 
Spartanburg, and Warren 
Calhoun (Cathy) Rob-
ertson of Shelby, N.C.; 
nine grandchildren, ten 
great-grandchildren and 
a number of nieces and 
nephews.

A family graveside ser-
vice was held at 10 a.m. 
Monday, September 12, 
2022, at the Eastview Cem-
etery, Edgefield, S.C. A 
funeral service followed 
at 2 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, Denmark, with 

Reverends Matt Thomas 
and Andy Hunter officiat-
ing. The family received 
friends after the service at 
the church.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials in Ted’s memory 
may be given to the Mis-
sions Fund of First Baptist 
Church of Denmark, P.O. 
Box 325, Denmark, S.C. 
29042.

Folk Funeral Home, 
Inc., Denmark, is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
obituary at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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BLACKVILLE - Funeral 
services for William David 
Justice, 65, of Blackville, 
were held at 11 o’clock 
a.m., Monday, Septem-
ber 12, 2022 in the Folk 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
Williston, with burial fol-
lowing in the Williston 
Cemetery. The family re-
ceived friends from 4 to 6 
p.m. Sunday at the funeral 
home and other times at 
the home of William and 

Bobbie Sue Justice. 
William passed away 

on Thursday, September 
8, 2022.

Born in Charlotte, N.C., 
he was a son of the late 
Orlan Davis Justice and 
Luversie “Pat” Peterson 
Justice. He was a long-
distance truck driver. 

Survivors include his 
sons, David (Missy) Jus-
tice of Blackville and Wil-
liam (Bobbie Sue) Justice 
of Williston; the mother of 
his children, Tina; sister, 
Elizabeth Woods of AL; 
brother, Kenny (Sherry) 
Justice of IN; grandchil-
dren, Courtney (Caufman) 
Hall, Brandon (Diana) 
Chavis, Haley Justice, 
Makayla Justice, Cody 

Padgett, Breanna Justice, 
William Justice, Lamar 
Justice, and Dylan Jones; 
great -grandchi ldren , 
Nicholas Still, Emerlyn 
Hall and Brantley Chavis; 
and a number of nieces 
and nephews. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by a grandson, Da-
vid Orlan Justice; a broth-
er, Wayne Justice; and a 
sister, Betty McNulty.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. 
and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfu-
neralhome.com.
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GRANDPARENTS
CelebratingCelebrating BARNWELL

SCHOOLS
Photos Courtesy: Barnwell District 45

Barnwell District 45 celebrated grandparents last week in 
recognition of Grandparents Day. Barnwell Primary School 
held an open house for grandparents on Thursday, Sept. 8 so 
grandparents could visit their grandchild’s classroom to see 
what they’ve been doing at school. On Friday, Sept. 9, Barnwell 
Primary School hosted a breakfast for grandparents and their 
grandchildren. 

Primary-ElementaryPrimary-Elementary
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GRANDPARENTS
CelebratingCelebrating MACEDONIA 

SCHOOL
Photos by Alex Whitbeck

ElementaryElementary-Middle-Middle

Grandparents were shown love and appreciation by 
the students at Macedonia Elementary-Middle School 
on the morning of September 9th at Blackville-Hilda 
Schools Grandparent’s Day. 

A caravan of cars 
drove past the front 

of the school to 
receive a bag of 

treats, each decorat-
ed by BHS students. 
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GRANDPARENTS
CelebratingCelebrating WILLISTON-ELKO

SCHOOL
Photos by Alex Whitbeck

HighHigh

Williston-Elko High 
School (WEHS) students 
celebrated grandparents 
on the morning of Sep-
tember 9. As cars pulled 
in front of the high school, 
they were greeted by a 
musical welcome from the 
WEHS drumline, football 
players, students, and 
faculty. Each was given a 
personalized bag of treats 
by a WEHS student and 
stopped for a picture. 
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Memorials: Community remembers 9/11 victims, sacrifices FROM PAGE 1A

and as a way to help the 
community remember 
the sacrifices of the nearly 
3,000 people who died 21 
years ago. 

“I was 10 years old at 
the time and remember 
plain as day the events of 
that day. I feel the younger 
ones need to know what 
happened. A lot of people 
died trying to help others,” 
said Weaver. 

After the ceremony, ev-
eryone moved to the front 
lawn of the church for a 

firefighter parade. More 
than a dozen fire trucks 
and vehicles from several 

Residents wave and thank local firefighters for their service during the firefighter parade on Sept. 10.

Local firefighters along with Blackville Mayor Ronnie Pernell led the parade. 
Left to right: Rodney Weaver, Samuel Frederick, Dylan Weaver, and Hayden Kaigler, 
all from the Blackville Fire Department, and Cody Skrivseth from Govan Fire Dept. 

Photo By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

ABOVE & BELOW: Children wave from fire trucks during 
the parade in Blackville. Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Blackville Town Councilman Kelvin Isaac attended the 
9/11 memorial with his great-grandchildren, Princeston 
Walker and Kirsten Prophet.

Photo By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Volunteers placed 2,978 American flags in downtown 
Barnwell to honor the 9/11 victims. 

Photo By: Alexandra Whitbeck

Each of the nearly 3,000 flags included a name of one of 
the victims who died on September 11, 2001. 

Photo By: Alexandra Whitbeck

Barnwell County fire de-
partments participated in 
the parade. 

The department also 
sold chicken plates and 
dessert to raise money for 
the fire department and 
auxiliary.

“I hope in the years to 
come it will grow,” said 
Weaver of making this an 
annual event. 

Barnwell Memorial

Each flag placed in Cal-
houn Park represented an 
individual who lost their 
life on September 11, 2001. 

This is the second year 
community  members 
joined together to bring 

this memorial to Barnwell. 
It remained in the park 
until September 12. 

“I went through and 
put names on every single 
flag,” said citizen Barbara 
Christian. 

Christian formed an 
informal committee last 
year, and on that com-
mittee among others was 
Bruce Herrlin of Carolina 
Hills Farm Animal Refuge. 

“He was a big help with 
laying out everything,” 
said Christian, of Herrlin’s 
construction background. 

Christian felt drawn to 
establish this memorial 
in Barnwell to honor the 
nearly 3,000 deaths. 

Represented at the sec-
ond annual 9/11 Memorial 
at Calhoun Park:

• Flight 11
• Flight 77
• Flight 93

• Pentagon 
• World Trade Center 1
• World Trade Center 2
• Firefighter/EMS
• Law enforcement in-

cluding one canine officer, 
Sirius 

Last year, Christian held 
an event on 9/11 alongside 
the memorial with fire 
department, police, and 
military presence. 

“My brother was there, 
before he passed away. 
He was in Dioceses of the 
Deep which is a subma-

rine group out of Aiken,” 
said Christian. “At the 
ceremony I had them each 
standing guard over each 
different spot,” of flags.

The flag flying on the 
balcony of the Barnwell 
County Courthouse is 
in conjunction with this 
memorial. 

Photo By: Rev. Ken Frederick

Photo By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher
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T
here are circles 
of writers who 
advocate read-

ing bad books. Doing 
so exposes you to what 
bad writing looks like, 
thus helping you avoid 
it. A small cache of writ-
ing insight if you will. 
Well, I’m fortunate that 
I found such a cache in 
Leigh Bardugo’s Young 
Adult Fantasy, Shadow 
and Bone. 

In this novel, a young 
girl named Alina learns 
that she is the Sun Sum-
moner, an individual 
who wields the power 

of light. She is a savior 
and the key to dispelling 
the wrath of the Shadow 
Fold, a great swath of 
darkness that has rived 
the land of Ravka in two. 
With her power, she can 
save the world.

Well, that’s all well 
and good, but Alina is 
flatter than a Coca-Cola 
that’s been left sitting on 
the kitchen counter since 
Friday night. The typical 
Mary Sue protagonist 
that has appeared time 
and time again in popu-
lar movies and books in 
the past decade, there 
seems to be this concept 
among creators that we 
want the most basic of 
protagonists. If I was 

able to appear in this 
fictional world, I would 
give Alina a $10 bill so 
that she could buy her-
self a personality. She 
lacks drive, she lacks 
character, she is just a 
feather being tossed by 
the wind, going wherev-

er the book’s thin-string 
of a plot takes her.

In the world building 
of the novel, the author 
sought to give a Russian 
atmosphere. The sol-
diers wear heavy coats 
and bore rifles, and they 
drink something called 
kvas. Fantastic. Bardugo 
saw something in the 
real world and tried to 
reflect it in her own to 
build a culture for her 
characters to live in. 
But as it turns out, this 
culture lacks filling and 
sustenance, like biting 
into a sandwich that is 
only filled with mayon-
naise. For this book, her 
attempt just didn’t work.

Also lacking substance 

is the world’s magic sys-
tem, which is called the 
“Small Science.” There 
are a few explanations 
of how it works, before 
they sizzle out and leave 
the reader accepting it as 
gospel. The Grisha (ba-
sically wizards) are the 
chosen ones that are able 
to control this magic. 
Some have the gift, while 
others don’t, kind of like 
how some people have a 
fissured tongue. There’s 
no rhyme or reason to 
the magic in my eyes, 
and though Alina goes 
through some training 
in the palace of the king-
dom, a dim shadow of 
Hogwarts where every-
one is a snobby teenager, 

there’s just no appealing 
color to the magic in this 
book. 

In layman’s terms, this 
was a very bad book. 
And it worries me that 
it has become not only 
a bestseller, but also a 
show on Netflix. But in 
this culture of saturated 
entertainment, I suppose 
the masses will gobble 
up anything that at least 
tries to show the slight-
est hint of art, despite 
the fact that it lacks any 
real substance. The first 
book in an entire trilogy 
that I will never finish, 
Shadow and Bone is a 
disappointment that has 
seared the fabric of my 
literary mind.  

Corder’s Book Corner: Shadow and Bone book review
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer

According to the report, 
there were $20 worth of 
consumable goods stolen 
and $100 in office equip-
ment. 

The report was mostly 
redacted when provided 
to The People-Sentinel by 
BCSO as this is an active 

investigation. 
“The recent break-in 

had left us uneasy. It is 
unfortunate that we got 
burglarized because we 
just opened. Despite what 
happened we would like 
to continue to be of service 
to the local community 

as well as tourists,” said 
Tauch in a statement. 

The Healing Springs 
Country Store closed in 
December 2021 under the 
ownership of Elsie and 
Robert Yoder who ran it 
for many successful years. 
Tauch reopened the store 

this past summer. 
“We thank the Barnwell 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for their timely as-
sistance regarding this 
matter. The store is being 
monitored 24/7. Being a 
small business owner we 
hope that the community 

will continue to support 
and patronize us despite 
this unfortunate incident,” 
said Tauch. 

The front door of the 
store was repaired quickly 
by Kem and Sons Con-
struction, allowing the 
store to reopen promptly. 

BCSO posted on Face-
book the afternoon of Sep-
tember 6 asking for help 
from the community in 
identifying the burglar. 
Anyone with information 
on this burglary is asked 
by BCSO to call (803) 541-
1078 or (803) 541-1161.

Burglary: Sheriff 's office investigating break-in at Healing Springs store FROM PAGE 1A

Grant funding available

Grant funding in amounts up to $1,000 is 
available to qualified service providers in 

the areas of Early Childhood Education (4K to 
Grade 3) and Health/Fitness. Last year a total of 
$40,000 was awarded.

The Tri-County Community Foundation is a 
community-based organization supported by 
charitable donations to improve the quality of 
life in Barnwell, Allendale, and Bamberg coun-
ties. 

Eligible organizations include, but are not 
limited to, churches, public schools, municipal 
governments, civic groups, or other non-profit 
health/education entities.

The deadline for applications is October 1. 
Applications can be mailed to Tri-County Com-
munity Foundation, P.O. Box 160, Barnwell, S.C. 
29812. 

For more information, contact Tim Moore at 
(803) 259-2021. 
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Warhorses win brawl 
over Bruins, 33-20

T
h e  Ba r nwe l l  Wa r -
hor s e s  k n e w  t h e y 
were i n for  a  ver y 

physical bat t le when they 
visited the fast and power-
ful Orangeburg-Wilkinson 
Bruins, Friday, September 9. 

Not only was Orangeburg a 
bigger AAA school, but they 
were also huge on the field, 
having several players in the 
300 to 350 pound range. The 
Bruins QB was a great athlete, 
with great speed. Put all of 
that together and it could 
have been a long night for 
the Horses. 

Barnwell was not intimi-
dated, and stuck to what they 
do best, running the football 
for more than 400 yards and 
earning a very tough 33-20 
victory.

Barnwell got on the score-
board first when Tyler Smith 
scored on a 5-yard run to 
make the score 6-0 with 2:59 
left in the opening quarter. 
Orangeburg answered the 
Horses score by completing a 
45-yard touchdown pass that 
was deflected by Barnwell. 
The Bruins added the extra 
point to take a 7-6 lead that 
they would keep until late in 
the second quarter.

Barnwell quarterback Cam 
Austin found wide receiver 
Clay Pender for a 20-yard 
touchdown completion with 
less than two minutes to go 
in the half. Barnwell missed 
the 2-point attempt, but took 
a 12-7 lead into the half. 

T he f i rst  ha l f  was ver y 
physic a l  a nd bot h  tea m s 
knew they were in for an-
ot her  toug h second ha l f . 
Orangeburg took the opening 
drive the length of the field, 
scor i ng on a quar terback 
keep from 15 yards out. The 
Bruins added the extra point 
to take a 14-12 lead.

Bar nwel l  would a nswer 
when Seth Ray bolted through 
the OW defense for a 33-yard 
touchdown run, giving the 
Horses an 18-14 lead with 
5:21 left in the third quarter. 
Orangeburg’s next drive was 
stopped when Bar nwel l ’s 
Shea Whitfield intercepted a 
Bruins pass. Barnwell led 18-
14 at the end of three periods.

Seth Ray scored his second 
touchdown of the night when 
he exploded for a 27-yard 
score to cap a 90-yard drive 
for the Horses. The 2-point 
attempt was good when Tyler 
Smith found the end zone 
making the score 26-14 in fa-
vor of Barnwell. Orangeburg 
scored quickly on a 3-play 
drive, but the extra point was 

blocked by Maurice Odom, 
but the Bruins were within 
striking distance, down 26-
20.

Barnwell’s offense drove 
down the field, highlighted 
by another big third down 
conversion from Seth Ray, 
who ran for a huge 40-yard 
gain. Tyler Smith finished the 
drive when he scored on a 19-
yard scamper to the end zone. 
Lane Evans added the extra 
point to make the score 33-20 
in favor of the Warhorses. 

Clay Pender kicked the ball 
into the end zone for a touch-
back. Barnwell’s Davin Hey-
ward intercepted an Orange-
burg pass,  then Warhorse 
offense ran out the clock for 
a hard fought 33-20 win to 
remain unbeaten at 4-0.

“It was another good night 
rushing. We ran for more 
than 400 yards,” said Barn-
well head coach Dwayne Gar-
rick. “Tyler had a great night 

and Seth Ray added another 
dimension to our run game, 
rushing for 158 yards and two 

touchdowns. I am proud of 
Cameron Austin and the way 
he runs our offense going 
from one back to wishbone. 
The TD pass to Clay was spot 
on and helped us separate 
by score at a pivotal time in 
the game. They were very 
talented offensively which 
gave us some problems but 
all in all we got it done. Tyler 
continues to play well with 12 
touchdowns and close to 900 
yards rushing after the first 
four games.”

Smith f inished the night 
rushing for 236 yards on 38 
carries and had two touch-
downs. Seth Ray added an-
ot her  158  ya rds  a nd t wo 
touc hdow ns.  Cam Aust i n 
was three of six passing with 
a touchdown. Clay Pender 
had two catches and a touch-
down.

Barnwell will host AAAA 
Aiken High School on Friday, 
Sept. 16 at 7:30 p.m. 

“This week we face another 
AAAA opponent. We have a 
lot to work on to get ready,” 
said Garrick.

Come out to WW Carter 
Field and support the War-
horses quest to go 5-0.

Barnwell’s Tyler Smith rushed for 236 yards and 2 touchdowns in the Warhorse’s 33-20 win over 

Orangeburg-Wilkinson. Photos Courtesy: Todd Teems

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

SPORTS SCHEDULE

FOOTBALL
Friday, September 16

• Aiken at Barnwell - 7:30 p.m.
• Blackville-Hilda at 

Denmark - 7:30 p.m.
• Calhoun County at 

Williston-Elko - 7:30 p.m.
• Cathedral Academy at 

JDA - 7:30 p.m.

TENNIS
Thursday, Sept. 15

• Barnwell at Bamberg-
Ehrhardt, 5 p.m.

• Williston-Elko at Whale-
Branch, 5 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 17
• Barnwell at Williston-

Elko, 9 a.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 20
• Barnwell at Wade 

Hampton, 5 p.m.
• Batesburg at Williston-

Elko, 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Thursday, Sept. 15

• Barnwell at Horse Creek 
Academy - 5:30 p.m. 

• Bamberg at Williston-
Elko - 6 p.m.

• Holly Hill Academy at 
JDA - 6 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 19
• Blackville at Barnwell - 

5:30 p.m. 
• Calhoun Acad. at JDA - 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 20
• Blackville-Hilda at 

Wagener-Salley - 5:30 p.m.
• JDA at Crown Leadership 

- 6 p.m.
• Williston-Elko at 

Denmark - 5:30 p.m.
• Barnwell at Ridgeland - 

6 p.m.

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

She is a 12th grader who 
plays Tennis & Track.

Favorites…
*Food: Pasta
*Movie/TV show(s): The 100
*Snack: Oreos and Reese’s
*Free time activity: Watching 

k-dramas
*Musician: G Herbo
Goal for this season: 

“Improve my tennis skills and 
stay focused.”

Coach’s Quote: “Briana has 
already shown considerable 
growth in her skills. She is 
consistently looking to improve.  
I am excited to see where this 
season takes her!” - Tiffany 
Zorn, Barnwell Tennis Coach

Briana Donaldson
Barnwell High School

She is an 11th grader 
who plays Cross Country & 
Soccer.

Favorites…
*Food: Chicken
*Movie/TV show(s): 

Supernatural
*Snack: Cheeze-its
*Coach: Luke Catoe
*Free time activity: Soccer
*Musician(s): Green Day, 

Louis Tomlinson
Goal for this season: Beat 

25 minutes
Coach’s Quote: “I am very 

proud of the strides Kaydrian 
has made in 5 years of running 
Cross Country. She has 
improved every year and this 
year was selected as captain of 
the team.” - Luke Catoe, BHS 
Cross Country Coach

Kaydrian Poplin
Barnwell High School

Taishaun Sutton #72 and the 
offensive line protect QB 
Cam Austin against a strong 

Orangeburg defense.

The Barnwell offense rushed for more than 400 yards and 4 touchdowns and added another passing 

touchdown vs. AAA Orangeburg-Wilkinson.

Warhorse wide receiver Clay Pender had a touchdown catch against 

Orangeburg-Wilkinson.

Photos By: Todd Teems / Stable House Productions
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Things started to look 
promising as the Wil-
liston-Elko Blue Devils 
took on the Branchville 
Yellow Jackets this past 
Friday night, Sept. 9. 

The Blue Devils were 
up but began to spiral 
downward as the game 
went on.  Though t he 
Blue Devils rushed 200 
yards offensively (cour-
tesy of Jeremiah Bing 
and Jamarion Kirkland), 
with five interceptions 
o n  d e f e n s e ,  t w o  o f 
t hem bei ng ret ur ned 
for touchdowns (thanks 

to Markell Sanders and 
Ja m a r io n  K i rk l a nd) , 

the Blue Devils found 
t hemselves  los i ng to 

the Yellow Jackets 56-
36. 

D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  h e ad 
coach Kenneth Lipsey 
maintains that Friday 
night was a fun football 
game to be a part of. “I 
think the kids played 
with a lot of heart and 
fought throughout the 
whole game.” 

This Friday, Sept. 16, 
t he  Blue  Dev i l s  w i l l 
r e t u r n  h o m e  t o  T h e 
Devil’s Den to face off 
against Calhoun Coun-
ty. Lipsey is still push-
ing his team to achieve 
all they can. 

“I told the kids after 
the game that they need 
to play as hard as they 
can every game and if 
they can do that, then 

they will be winners. 
We need to stop wor-
rying about the score-
board and start worry-
ing about what we can 
cont rol ,  s uc h  a s  ou r 
effort and at t itudes,” 
he said. 

The Blue Devils will 
continue to bring their 
A - g a m e .  A c c o r d i n g 
t o  L ip s e y,  t h e y  w i l l 
work towards keeping 
their foot on their op-
ponents’ throats once 
they pin them down. 

“Keep t he pedal  to 
the metal,” Lipsey says.

Be sure to catch the 
Blue Devils this Friday 
night for another excit-
ing football game. 

David B. Corder
Sports Writer

Yellow Jackets give Blue Devils nasty sting 

The Blue Devils fought hard but lost on Sept. 9 to the Branchville Yellow Jackets.

The Williston-Elko Blue 
Devils hosted the visiting 
Pelion Panthers on Tues-
day, Sept. 6. The two teams 
have met several times and 
are very familiar with each 
other. This contest was all 
Blue Devils, as Williston 
easily defeated Pelion 4-1 
for the win.

The number one players 
for each team competed 
with Williston’s Nakiya 
Mercada beating Kira 
Simpson 6-2, 6-0. Nakiya 
had very little trouble, 
hitting one winner af-
ter another. The num-
ber two players went to 
a tie-breaker before Faith 
Iron lost a close contest 
to Pelion’s Sydney Smoltz. 
Both players won a set 

before Smoltz came away 
with the tie-breaker for 
Pelion’s only win on the 
night.

Williston’s third seeded 
Kayleigh Heath outplayed 
Ivy Chen 7-5, 6-2. The 
battle of the four seeds 
also went to Williston 
when Adrianna Houston 
beat Pelion’s Zaira Gon-
zalez 6-3, 7-6. Jelisea Ruth-
Hudson won the fourth 
and deciding match for 
the Blue Devils when she 
beat Pelion’s Stephanie 
Villafuerte 6-2, 6-0.

Williston-Elko Coach 
Bernard Walters said, 
“Our team is maturing 
and has found that play-
ing tennis is more than 
just hitting a bouncing 
ball. They are now start-
ing to use strategy and 
spins and court position 
to their advantage.”

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Williston-Elko tennis defeats Pelion, 4-1

Williston’s #1 player Nakiya Mercada 

hits another winner vs. Pelion.

Blackville-Hilda Hawks fall to Bamberg, 20-28

T he 2022  Ba r nwel l 
Warhorse cross country 
team competed in their 
first meet of the season, 
Wed nesday,  S eptem-
ber 7 at Wade Hampton 
High School. Warhorse 
head coach, Luke Catoe, 
and his team finally got 
the opportunity to run 
against some competition 
other than themselves.

“It was our first meet 
and with the high heat 
and humidity conditions 
that we faced, I think my 
runners did well,” said 
Coach Catoe. 

Ba r nwel l ’s  top g i rl 
finisher was Kaydrian 

Poplin, while Rashaun 
Buckmon was the top boy 

finisher for the Horses. 
“We ran well for the 

most part. I hope to see 
improvements with ev-

ery meet in the future,” 
said Catoe. 

The 2022 cross country 
team is made up of team 
Captain Kaydrian Poplin, 
Rashaun Buckmon, Pey-
ton Wood, Mathayus Lee, 
Ronald Frickling, Kham-
or Washington, Taliayah 
Jones, Jake Sanders, Josh 
Carrillo, Typhonus Lee, 
Kazor Morgan, and An-
twone Williams. 

Bar nwel l  wi l l  com-
pete at Williston-Elko on 
Wednesday, September 
21 and then again the 
following Wednesday, 
September 28 when they 
travel to Pelion. Good 
luck Barnwell cross coun-
try team!

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Barnwell cross country team is off & running

Warhorse runner Jake Sanders finishes strong.
Barnwell’s top runner, Rashaun Buckmon, leads a 

Wade Hampton runner down the home stretch.

Photos By: Luke Catoe

Blue Devil Faith Iron serving in 

battle of the #2’s.

Williston-Elko’s Kayleigh Heath 

defeated Pelion’s #3 in straight sets.

Photos By: Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

The Blackville-Hilda High School Hawks fell to 
the Bamberg-Ehrhardt Red Raiders on Friday, Sept. 
9 at home. 

It was a close game with the Hawks leading the 
scoreboard for the first half, but the Raiders came 

back in the second half to secure a 28-20 victory over the Hawks. 
“Them Hawks played some ball tonight. Mistakes hurt them but overall they 

did great,” said Blackville Town Councilwoman Ann Pernell. 
The Hawks travel to Denmark-Olar this Friday, Sept. 16. Kickoff is at 7:30 

p.m.

Photo By: Vickie Benjamin

The Hawks fell to the Bamberg-Ehrhardt Red Raiders on Sept. 9 in Blackville. 

The Blackville-Hilda High cheerleaders pep up the crowd in support of the Hawks. 

Jonathan Vickery 
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Fans rally around the Blackville-Hilda Hawks on Sept. 9 at home. 



Every vote matters. Ev-
ery voice matters. 

That’s the message be-
hind “Voices & Votes: 
Democracy in America”, 
a Smithsonian traveling 
exhibit that is currently 
on display in Allendale 
through Friday, Oct. 21. 
The exhibit was unveiled 
Thursday, Sept. 8 in the 
atrium of the University 
of South Carolina Salke-
hatchie’s Allendale cam-
pus. 

“Voting and having a 
voice is instrumental in 
our democracy,” said his-
tory professor Dr. Sarah 
Miller, who is also USC 
Salk’s interim associ-
ate dean for academic 
and student affairs. “We 
should take every oppor-
tunity we can to cast the 
ballot whether it’s local, 
state, national, church 
or whatever; we have an 
opportunity to make a 
difference and make our 
voices heard.”

“Voices and Votes” is 
based on an exhibition 
currently on display at 
the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of Ameri-
can History called Ameri-
can Democracy: A Great 
Leap of Faith. The exhi-
bition is part of Museum 
on Main Street, a unique 
collaboration between 
the Smithsonian Institu-
tion Traveling Exhibition 
Service (SITES), state hu-
manities councils across 
the nation, and local host 
institutions.

“’Voices and Votes’ 
explores the action, reac-
tion, vision, and revision 

that democracy demands 
as Americans continue to 
question how to shape 
the country. From the 
revolution and suffrage, 
to civil rights and casting 
ballots, everyone in every 
community is part of this 
ever-evolving story—the 
story of democracy in 
America. Exhibition sec-

tions explore the origins 
of American democracy, 
the struggles to obtain 
and keep the vote, the 
machinery of democracy, 
the right to petition and 
protest beyond the bal-
lot and the rights and re-
sponsibilities of citizens,” 
according to a description 
of the exhibit.

When she was teaching 
a political science class 
in Ohio years ago, Miller 
would ask students if 
they voted. One student’s 
answer has stuck with her 
ever since. The student 
wrote, “People died so I 
could vote.”

“That is the voice that 
echoes in my head every 
time I get a chance to cast 
my ballot. I hope that’s a 
voice we all hear,” said 
Miller. 

She said she hopes ev-
eryone takes a chance to 
not only view the exhibit 
while it’s in Allendale but 
to “appreciate it and un-
derstand the importance 
of voting and using our 
voice.”

The effort to bring the 
exhibit to Allendale has 
been two years in the 
making. Residents Anne 
Rice and Lottie Lewis, 
who serve as co-chairs 
of the Allendale County 

Historical Society, led 
the effort involving many 
people and organizations, 
including U.S. Congress, 
South Carolina Humani-
ties, Dominion Energy, 
USC-Salkehatchie, South-
ernCarolina Regional De-
velopment Alliance, Al-
lendale Rural arts Team, 
and the Historical Soci-
ety.

“This project has truly 
taken a village pulling 
together and community 
members who worked 
tirelessly over the last 
year or more. “What a 
great way to celebrate 
Allendale and our com-
munity. It’s a pleasure 
to host this exhibit,” said 
USC Salkehatchie Dean 
Dr. April Cone. 

The event also served 
as a meet and greet for 
Dr. Cone, a Barnwell na-
tive who now lives in Al-
lendale County, who be-
came dean on July 1. 

“We are super excited 
to have her leading USC 
Salk,” said Miller. 

Rice said she was 
pleased with the crowd 
at the opening and hopes 
many more people check 
it out over the next six 
weeks. 

In addition to the ex-
hibit, Allendale will 
host the South Caro-
lina Humanities Festival 
this Thursday, Sept. 15 
through Sunday, Sept. 18. 
A variety of events will 
take place. 

The festival opens 
Wednesday, Sept. 14 from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Caro-
lina Theatre in Allendale. 

To learn more about 
“Voices” and other Muse-
um on Main Street exhibi-
tions, visit museumon-
mainstreet.org.  

Smithsonian traveling exhibition 
opens to large crowd in Allendale

Allendale County News
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Allendale County Historical Society co-chair Anne Rice (right) speaks with attendees of the Sept. 8 opening 

reception for the “Voices & Votes” exhibit on the Allendale campus of USC Salkehatchie. 

Lottie Lewis with Allendale Rural arts Team shows off 

the “Soaring Forward in Allendale County” book that 

was created as a fundraiser. 

Fonda and Andre Patrick of Blackville greet Dr. April 

Cone, dean of USC Salkehatchie, at the Sept. 8 event.

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that have the same short o
sound in words like otter,

 top, sock, doll, etc.

Point to the number
1 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Cut out the letters o and
p from the headlines.

Then cut out the
letters m, t, p, and h.
Show your child how

you can spell the
words mop, hop, pop

and top simply by
changing the first letter

in front of the op.

Look through the
newspaper for things to

wear when it is hot
outside. Then look
for things to wear

when it is cold outside.

Wad up lots and lots of
pages of the newspaper.

Crumple them all
together into one big
ball. Cover the entire

ball with masking tape
and play!

Giant FUN BallHot and ColdMop, Pop, Top, HopMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

O is for Ostrich

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter O. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many            ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

o is for ostrich

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that have
the sound that the letter O makes
in the word ostrich?

Look at a “Lost and
Found” advertisement

in the classified ad
section of the newspaper.
Ask your child to pretend

to be that animal
and tell you how

they got lost.

Lost and Found
Fish swim and so do many
mammals. Look through

the newspaper for
pictures of animals that
can swim in water. Ask
your child if they have

fins or fur.

Animals That Swim

How many              ?

How many           ?

Do you know your short o sound?
Which words have the sound o makes in the words otter and

sock? Color them blue. Color the other pictures green.

O is for the ostrich,
A wise-looking bird,
But Olga remembered
The tales she had heard.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.
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The Barnwell Warhorse 
volleyball team was too 
much for the visit ing 
Horse Creek Academy 
Stallions last Wednesday, 
September 7. 

The Horses defeated the 
Stallions 3-1, with Barn-
well getting off to a great 
start by winning the first 
game 26-24. That score 
may not seem impressive 
by itself, but Horse Creek 
had a 24-19 lead and only 
needed one point to win 
the f irst game, before 
Barnwell dug deep and 
scored seven consecutive 
points. Barnwell’s mo-
mentum carried over into 
the second game with the 
Warhorses winning 25-19.

The Stallions did get 
a game win 25-19 in the 
third period, but Barn-

well sealed the victory 
winning the fourth game 
25-14 and secured the 3-1 
win.

“We started off a little 
rough, but we figured 
things out after a little 
bit of confusion in the 
beginning,” said assistant 

coach Mindy Sandifer. “I 
would say it was a great 
team win as everyone 
had a part. We really im-
proved on our passes to 
the setter, which led to 
better sets and great ap-
proaches for hits.” 

Barnwell had 22 kills 

on 54 attempts against the 
Stallions.

O ver  t he  la s t  fou r 
games Mattie Ray scored 
20 points with 9 aces and 
Karrie Bolen led the team 
with 10 kills over the four-
game stretch. Barnwell 
hopes to keep this going 

against Blackville-Hil-
da (Sept. 12) and Edisto 
(Sept. 13) before traveling 

to Aiken to face Horse 
Creek Academy again on 
Thursday, September 15.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Warhorses smash Stallions in volleyball

The Warhorses discuss strategy before winning a key game against the Stallions.

T
he Jefferson Da-
v i s  A c a d e m y 
Raiders started 

the season by winning 
a  pr e s ea s on  tou r n a-
ment then reel ing off 
six straight wins before 
losing their first match of 
the year. Don’t worry, the 
Raiders have rebounded 
quickly and have won 
their last two matches to 
bring the season record 
to 8-1.

JDA t raveled to St . 
George on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6 to face the other 
Raiders from Dorchester 
Academy. The Jefferson 
Davis Academy Raiders 
prevailed 25-16, 25-20, 
12-25, and 25-14 for the 
3-1 victory and Raider 
bragging rights.

On Thursday, Septem-

ber 8, the JDA Raiders hit 
the road again, going to 
John’s Island to face the 
Charleston Collegiate 
Sun Devils. The Sun Dev-
ils were swept in three 
straight by the Raiders 
with JDA winning 25-20, 
25-14, and 25-15 for the 

3-0 JDA victory.
“We played a very im-

proved Dorchester acad-
emy team and played 
two really good sets then 
played a little relaxed 
and lost our focus and 
had to come back in the 
fourth set and played 

well. Then it was a long 
trip to travel to John’s Is-
land, but the girls played 
very well,” said Jeffer-
son Davis Coach Bart 
Owens.

With the two wins last 
week and the 8-1 overall 
record, it looks like this 

could be a special season 
for the Raiders if they 

keep playing together as 
a team. 

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

JDA volleyball wins last two matches 

JDA volleyball has a lot to smile about with an 8-1 record.

Alaina Brant and the Warhorse defense came up big 

against Horse Creek Academy.

Gylian Googe keeps the ball alive for the Raiders.

Photos By: Kathy Googe

Photos By: Jeff Miller

Blackville, Williston volleyball highlights

Call 803-259-3501 or 

email advertising@

thepeoplesentinel.

com to place your 

business card in a 

future edition.

Photos By: Jeff Miller / Sports Writer
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Many games are now played 
with a flying disc.

Here is a list of some of them. 
How do you think each game is 
played? Look them up and find 
out if you guessed correctly.

In 1948,Walter 
Frederick Morrison and 
Warren Franscioni 
created a plastic disc 
that could fly with better 
accuracy than a tin pie plate.

When Morrison sold the 
rights to Wham-O in 
1957, the company 
named the disc the Frisbee® 
(pronounced FRIZ'-bee).

Today, the 65-year-old 
Frisbee® is owned by 
Mattel Toy Manufacturers, 
only one of at least sixty 
manufacturers of flying 
 discs.

New 
Combos

Look through the 
newspaper for two 

items that don’t seem 
to go together. Think 
of as many ways as 
you can to invent 
something new by 

combining those two 
things. For example, 
what could you make 
with a combination 

of a camera and 
sunglasses?

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

• Disc Dog
• Disc Golf
• Dodge Disc

• Double Disc Court
• Flutterguts
• Freestyle

• Fricket
• Goaltimate
• Ultimate

The students at Yale University loved 

William Frisbie’s pies. They even 

loved his pie tins!

Tossing empty pie 

tins became a 

favorite way to pass 

time between classes. 

A firm flick of the wrist and the tin 

floated through the air.

But the metal pie tins hurt when they hit 

someone. As a safety measure, students 

started yelling, “Frisbie!” to alert others 

that they were tossing a tin to a pal.

ANSWER: He was tired of 
the hole business.

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word PLATE in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Standards Link: Physical Education: 
Understands and follows the rules of the game.

Flying Disc Golf

Make a course of six or eight 
“holes” by setting up a series 
of objects or sites to try and 

hit with a Frisbee.®

Tie a brightly colored ribbon 
on a tree or pole as a good 

place to start. An empty 
bucket or laundry basket 
also makes a good “hole.”

Add up your score. 
The player who completes 

the course in the fewest 
number of throws wins.

Players count how many 
throws they take to hit the 

target. Wherever your Frisbee® 
lands, you take your next shot 

from that spot.

One or more players take 
turns attempting to hit each 
target with a flying disc toy.

Circle the disc that will continue the pattern in each row.

Standards Link: Patterning: Understand and extend patterns.

Flying Disc Games
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Mix and match news stories to create silly 
stories. Select a who, what, when, where, 
why and how from different stories. Write 
a silly news story with these facts. For extra 
silliness, use quotes from other news stories.
Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write in a variety of 
forms and genres.

Silly News Story My Invention
Imagine you invented 

something that helped the 
world and made you famous. 

What would that invention be? 
How would it help the world?
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Can you find each 
of these pictures 
in the big picture?

Help this dog 
catch the 
Frisbee.®

How many flying 
discs can you find 

on this page?

Barnwell School District 45 thanks our 
families and community members for 

supporting our schools!

WARHORSE PRIDE


