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August 31 is internationally 
recognized as Overdose Aware-
ness Day, and is also when the 
Barnwell County community 
joins at Veterans Memorial Park 
to celebrate those in recovery 
and remember those who died 
a drug-related death. 

The grip drug addiction has 
on Barnwell County is some-
thing the Axis I Center and part-
ners aim to lessen every day, not 
just on August 31. 

However, this particular day 
marks a united and global ef-
fort to bring awareness and end 
overdoses while remembering 
those who died without a nega-
tive stigma. It is also to celebrate 
and support those in recovery 
while acknowledging the grief 
of families who have lost loved 
ones. 

The Axis I Center celebrates 
every success a client has, and 
ensures the community feels 
their support at the annual 
Overdose Awareness Commu-
nity Day held on this commemo-
rative day. 

The Overdose Awareness 

Community Day was first held 
by Axis I Center last year and 
the organization aims to make 
it an annual event. 

An inspiration wall, a recov-
ery rockstar photo wall, and a 
memorial photo wall were all 
on display to provide encour-
agement and memorialize those 
no longer with us, respectively. 

Law enforcement officials 
and officers, fire officials, Axis I 
Center staff, those in recovery, 
those still struggling with sub-
stance abuse, and community 
members all joined together in a 
memorial walk in remembrance 
of lost loved ones which took 

participants around half of the 
walkway at the park. 

A moment of silence was had 

for those who lost their lives and 

'Hope dealers' unite against overdoses

Barnwell County natives Mike Jackson and Kristin Huber present their proposal for a class project to 

their fellow Leadership South Carolina classmates during the November 2021 education session. They 

proposed holding a Reality Fair for seventh graders in Barnwell and Allendale counties. The proposal 

was later adopted by the class and the event was held in April. Photo Courtesy: Leadership S.C.

Williston man sentenced to 
27 years in federal prison

Justin Allen Chavis, 27, of 
Williston, was sentenced to 27 
years in federal prison after 
pleading guilty to sexual ex-
ploitation of a minor and the 
production of child pornogra-
phy, to be followed by 20 years 
of supervision and registration 
as a sex offender.

Evidence presented in court 
showed that Chavis engaged 
in sexual acts with two minor 
children, and that he produced 
photographs and videos of the 
abuse, which Chavis then dis-
tributed through the internet.

Evidence further indicated 
that on April 2, 2020, Chavis 
communicated over the inter-
net with a person he was told 
was another adult interested 
in abusing children, but in fact 
he was communicating with 
an undercover FBI agent.  The 
pair discussed past and future 
abuse of multiple children, and 

Chavis described himself as 
“active” with numerous chil-
dren under the age of seven, 
describing specific sex acts 
he had coerced his victims 
to engage in.  Chavis then 
began sharing photographs 
and videos of what appeared 
to be Chavis sexually abusing 
children he had access to.

Within one day, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
determined Chavis’s identity 

See SENTENCED, 12A
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T
wo Barnwell Coun-
ty natives were part 
of Leadership South 

Carolina’s graduating class 
of 2022. 

Kristin Huber, a Williston 
resident, and Mike Jackson, a 
Barnwell native who now lives 
in Columbia, were part of the 
group of approximately 50 
“gifted and highly motivated 
South Carolinians” chosen to 
participate in the state’s oldest 
and most respected statewide 
leadership program. Hundreds 
of people applied for the pro-
gram that was established in 
1979 by the Governor’s Office 
and the South Carolina busi-
ness community.

“Our goal is to develop and 
inform the best and brightest 
so they can serve on statewide 
boards and commissions, run 
for public office, and find a 
non-profit passion that will 
positively impact their com-
munity. We develop leaders 
who will advance the state of 
South Carolina from various 
economic, social, and business 
vantage points,” according to 
www.leadershipsc.com. 

As members of the Leader-

ship South Carolina Class of 
2022 began their journey of 
discovering more about South 
Carolina, they were also urged 
to discover more about them-
selves. Nichole Davis, risk 
management counsel for the 
South Carolina Bar and United 
States Magistrate Judge Shiva 
Hodges conducted a session in 
September 2021 on implicit bias 
which influences everybody. 

Implicit bias is when people 
have attitudes or attribute 
stereotypes to other people 
without conscious knowledge 
of doing so. 

Over the next nine months, 
participants traveled through-
out the state learning about 
education, the environment, 
economic development, social 
issues, and future challenges.

Some of the sessions includ-
ed: learning about the challeng-
es facing the state as it deals 
with the impacts of the COVID 
pandemic and its recovery 
from the ensuring downturn 
and rise in unemployment; 
how the state helps train work-

ers for the fast-growing avia-
tion industry; a marsh exercise 
on Seabrook Island; learning 
from the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources about the 
role alligators play in the state’s 
ecosystem; how prescribed 
burns benefit the natural envi-
ronment; how community col-
leges foster economic mobility; 
a lesson on childhood poverty 
and well-being; and touring the 

Milliken plant in Spartanburg.
“With facility tours and pre-

sentations, we were provided 
an exclusive look at our great 
state with all of its promises 
and challenges. I’ve had the 
opportunity to meet lead-
ers across the state of South 
Carolina and am leaving the 
program with lifelong connec-
tions,” said Huber, the Lead for 
Community Relations & Visitor 
Services at Savannah River 
Nuclear Solutions. “This year’s 
class provided a unique cross 
section of industry, non-profit, 
and civil service leaders that 

Jonathan Vickery 
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

See LEADERS, 12A

Law Enforcement 
Expo aims to grow 

relationships

Veteran’s Memorial Park will 
be filled with law enforcement 
agencies and officers, commu-
nity organizations, educational 
institutions, and hopefully 
Barnwell County residents at 
the Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office’s (BCSO) Law Enforce-
ment Expo on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10. 

S h e r i f f  S t e ve  Gr i f f i t h 
and BCSO have prioritized 
strengthening their relation-
ship with the community since 
before he was elected in 2020. 
He hopes the Law Enforcement 
Expo serves as yet another av-
enue where Barnwell County 
citizens can meet those who 
protect them. 

“We want to build the trust 
back,” said Sheriff Griffith.

Nearly 100 law enforcement 
agencies, community orga-
nizations, lawmakers, educa-
tional institutions, and clergy 
leadership are invited to attend 
or have requested to have a 
tent at the Law Enforcement 
Expo. There will be a variety 
of vendors. 

There will be a bomb dis-
posal robot and a helicopter 
available for children and 
adults to learn about. 

At last year’s expo, Law 
Publications, a company dedi-
cated to providing law enforce-
ment agencies with affordable 
educational tools, nationally 
recognized the BCSO event as 
the 2021 Community Event of 
the Year. 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Justin Allen Chavis

Two locals graduate 
from Leadership S.C.

Contributed
U.S. Dept. of Justice

www.justice.gov

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Law enforcement, Axis I staff, and residents unite for a walk in 

memory of the lives lost to overdoses. Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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DEPUTY SHERIFF 
Respond to calls for service, addressing the needs of Barnwell County 
and uphold the laws of SC as a certified deputy.    

QUALIFICATIONS 
High School Diploma/GED | Must be 21 years old  

Clear Drug Screen/Driving Record | No Criminal Record  
Complete SC Criminal Justice Academy  

BENEFITS 
Police Retirement System | Vacation/Sick Leave  

State Insurance | Comparable Salary | Earn Your Degree 
 

Starting Salary of $39,140 with an increase to $41,200  
at completion of the SC Criminal Justice Academy.  

 
 
 
 
 

Sheriff Steve Griffith 

Applications can be completed online at www.Indeed.com or 
at www.barnwellcountysc.us/barnwell-county-jobs/.  

You may also obtain a paper copy at:  
Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office, 599 Joey Zorn Blvd. or  

Barnwell County Courthouse, Human Resources. 

Barnwell County’s 
blessing boxes inher-
ently have a ‘take what 
you need, leave what you 
can’ relationship with 
the community. Located 
in Barnwell, Williston, 
and Blackville, these 
stands serve those deal-
ing with food scarcity 
and who may struggle to 
access necessities. 

In Blackville, the Black-
ville Community De-
velopment Corporation 
(BCDC) member Vivian 
Alston is responsible for 

establishing two bless-
ing boxes in the town.

One is located in front 
of the Blackville Branch 
Library on Solomon Blatt 
Avenue, and the other is 
located near the intersec-
tion of Legion Rd. and 
Highway 3 across from 
Shelton's Corner Grill in 
Blackville. Alston fre-
quently restocks the box-
es alongside community 
members. 

Alston explains these 
boxes are most beneficial 
when filled with dried 
foods or cans with a pull 
tab if possible, rather 
than ones that require a 
can opener which not all 
citizens have easy access 

to. 
In Barnwell, there is a 

blessing box in front of 
First Baptist Church on 
Allen Street as well. 

A former member of 
First Baptist Church, Ted 
Darby brought the idea 
to the church years ago 
which they readily ac-
cepted, and it has served 
the community since. 

Although the church 
does not stock the box, 
they are continually re-
ceiving donations from 
the community. 

Addison Fail, Junior 
Teen All-Star United 
States 2023, was respon-
sible for establishing the 
Williston and Elko bless-

ing boxes in front of the 
Williston Police Depart-
ment on Main Street and 
the fire department in 
Elko.

“I started the blessing 
box project around 2019, 
and I started it because I 
used to help out at food 
pantries and there was 
a lot of poverty in Wil-
liston and around Aiken 
County, and the food 
pantry was only once a 
month,” said Fail. 

“People needed food, 
and creating a blessing 
box helped people out 
daily,” said Fail. 

Fail and her mother 
held a pageantry fun-
draiser to collect dona-

tions of canned foods 
and sanitary products. 

“I have a big stockpile 
at my house with all 
kinds of canned goods 
and toiletry items. We 
usually pull from that, 
but we'll have fund-
raisers sometimes and 
people sometimes also 
donate and put stuff in 
the blessing box too,” 
said Fail, who fills up the 
boxes every other week 
or so. 

The location of the 
boxes in Williston and 

Elko were a distinct deci-
sion by Fail who wanted 
to ensure they would not 
be vandalized. 

“I knew that if it was 
in front of the police de-
partment that it would 
be very safe,” she said.

Fail currently stocks 
a total of four blessing 
boxes between Barnwell 
and Aiken counties. 

At all of these blessing 
boxes, citizens can both 
take the food inside and 
replenish the boxes for 
others. 

Blessing boxes provide help, hope across county

Blessing boxes are sprouting up all over Barnwell County, including (from left to right) Barnwell, Blackville and Williston.

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Dr. Cassander Smith 
teaches students at the 
University of Alabama 
(UA) to follow their pas-
sions, regardless of where 
it may take them. 

Before Dr. Smith be-
came a member of the 
Crimson Tide as an Eng-
lish professor and the 
Honors College Associate 
Dean of Academic Affairs 
at UA, she was a War-
horse. 

She graduated from 
Barnwell High School 
(BHS) in 1996, and then 
set off to Florida A&M 
University where she 
studied newspaper jour-
nalism. 

Dr. Smith’s decision to 
study newspaper journal-
ism in college grew from 
her passion for writing. 

During her senior year 
in her high school Eng-
lish class, Dr. Smith real-
ized a career in commu-
nications might be the 
right route as “the idea 
of being a starving artist, 
trying to write the great 
American novel did not 
appeal to me.”

Her aspirations for a 
career in journalism end-

ed after graduation. 
“What I did realize is 

that the best journalists 
aren't necessarily the best 
writers,” said Dr. Smith. 
“To be a good journalist, 
you have to be inquisi-
tive, ask questions, and 
have the courage to ask 
really tough questions. It 
did not suit my personal-
ity.”

Although journalism 
wasn't the career for her, 
Dr. Smith stuck it out.  

“I did wind up stay-
ing with it because I was 
a first generation college 
student and there was 
just an understanding 
that I was supposed to 
go to college, supposed 
to graduate, get a job and 
journalism was it,” said 
Dr. Smith. 

When she graduated 
from Florida A&M Uni-
versity with a degree in 
newspaper journalism, 
she worked at a newspa-
per until being accepted 
into graduate school to 
study her passion, cre-
ative writing. 

After she received a 
Master of Fine Arts de-
gree in creative writing, 
she began studying at 
Purdue University where 
she received a PhD in 
Early American Litera-
ture. 

Although she may have 
not taken a direct path to 
her career in academics, 
Dr. Smith feels it is where 
she is meant to be. 

“This is the ideal path 
for me. I'm very, very sat-
isfied with where I am,” 
said Dr. Smith. “This def-
initely fulfills my passion 
for writing. Working now 
at UA I'm writing and 
publishing all the time.”

She uses her route to 
happiness as a reference 
for any of her students 
searching for their place 
in a career, or life. 

“One of the things I 
like to tell students, both 
in the classes I teach and 
when students come to 
my office for mentoring 
is don't be afraid to shift 
courses,” said Dr. Smith. 

“If you are going down 
a path and it's not fulfill-
ing, it is okay to switch up 
midstream because you 
do want to find some-
thing that matches your 
passions. There's this say-
ing that when you find a 
job you love, you'll never 
work a day in your life 
and it is so true,” she said. 

Dr. Smith finds this 
narrative of sticking to 
your original path is 
common among first gen-
eration students. 

“First generation stu-

dents may have the 
weight of family expec-
tations, they feel if they 
are pronouncing a pre-
law track their fresh-
man year, they have to 
stick with it. They have 
to go to law school, they 
have to become a law-
yer, they have to make 
the family proud,” said 
Dr. Smith. 

“And it is good to feel 
connected to your com-
munity, but you have to 
balance that with staying 
true to what you need to 
do to be fulfilled because 
ultimately you're going to 
be a better family mem-
ber if you are in a profes-
sion or a career that truly 
speaks to who you are,” 
she said. 

Born and raised in 
Barnwell, Dr. Smith un-
derstands some of the 
challenges students feel 
they face coming from 
a rural area with a low 
population in compari-
son to others. 

She reminds high 
school students in Barn-
well County that there 
are no rules to finding a 
path in life. 

“I know a lot of times 
we tend to think that 
when you come from a 
tiny town, it is hard to see 
just how big the world is, 

but really the world isn't 
that big, it's really small, 
and you can get to any 
part of the world you 
need to get to from your 
starting place in Barn-
well,” said Dr. Smith. 

“Whatever it is you 
have an inkling to do, 
don't be afraid to do it 
because you think you 
come from a really small 
town with minimal re-
sources. You can get to 
wherever you want to get 
from Barnwell. It's a fan-
tastic starting place,” said 
Dr. Smith. 

When Dr. Smith was 
starting in Barnwell, she 
remembers it being a typ-
ical, small, southern town 
“where folks were raised 
by the community.” 

Now, in her newly cre-
ated position as Honors 
College Associate Dean 
of Academic Affairs, she 
is responsible for select-
ing courses that cover a 
variety of subjects and 
suit the needs of UA Hon-
ors College students. 

In addition to handling 
courses, she is also re-
sponsible for ensuring 
there is “faculty who are 
representing the wide 
breadth of disciplines 
that we have on campus,” 
said Dr. Smith. 

Aside from the many 
aspects of her associate 
dean position, she helps 
students figure where 
their passions lie and en-
courages them to contin-
ue following them. 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell native helps students excel in role 
as associate dean at University of Alabama

“You can get to any 

part of the world you 

need to get to from 

your starting place in 

Barnwell.” 

- Dr. Cassander Smith, 

Associate Dean of 

Academic Affairs in 

The Honors College and 

English Professor at 

University of Alabama

Animal shelter participating 
in 30-Mile Challenge

The Barnwell County Animal Shelter has start-
ed the 30-Mile Challenge to bring awareness 

to suicide prevention of veterans for the month of 
September.

The challenge involves walking your dog 30 
miles during September, which is National Suicide 
Prevention Month. It’s aimed at raising awareness 
about suicide, particularly among military veterans.

The shelter’s first mile was a success with shelter 
dog Honey. She is available for adoption at $100 for 
spay, microchip, flea prevention, heartworm preven-
tion, heartworm test, vaccination shots, de-wormer, 
and lots of kisses. 

“She is good with other dogs and people. She is a 
social dog with a huge smile. Great on a leash. Doesn't pull bad while walk-
ing. Loads up in the car easily,” said shelter manager Marlena Ray.

The shelter encourages everyone to participate at their chosen location on 
their own time.

“We hope you will consider scheduling with us to check out a shelter ani-
mal for an hour or two during the day for participating in the challenge,” said 
Ray. 

The shelter is open Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 

To check out a shelter animal, call the shelter at (803) 259-1656.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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Natalie and Dale Col-
lins, founders of Re-
demption Outreach 
Ministry, are holding 
the second annual Sickle 
Cell Awareness Walk to 
raise awareness and help 
those affected by a dis-
ease that has impacted 
their lives, and the lives 
of many others.

Their daughter, Mara-
ih Collins, 13, was born 
with sickle cell disease– 
a rare genetic disease 
defined as a group of 
inherited red blood cell 
disorders resulting from 
sickle shaped red blood 
cells. 

With sickle cell dis-
ease, red blood cells die 
early leaving a shortage 
of cells that can common-
ly lead to anemia (sickle 
cell anemia), can block 
blood flow (sickle cell cri-
sis), and cause a slew of 
medical dilemmas. 

Through Redemp-
tion Outreach Ministry 
and their partner Jor-
dan Missionary Baptist 
Church in Williston, the 
Collins are hosting the 
second annual Sickle 
Cell Awareness Walk on 
September 17th from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. starting at 
the town rail trail across 
from the firehouse on 
Williston Way. 

At the end of the walk, 
the Collins will be grill-
ing food and handing out 
donated supplies to the 
community. Giving to 
anyone in need is a major 
part of Redemption Out-
reach Ministry. 

At last year’s walk, an 
individual older than 
their daughter spoke 
about his experience 

living with sickle cell 
disease to help educate 
the community on the 
toll this disease takes. 
The Collins plan to host 
another speaker at this 
year’s walk. 

Educating the masses 
about this disease is 
something the Collins 
have put at the forefront 
of their organization, as 
they both had a lack of 
information about the 
disease before Maraih 
was born. 

“Before we had our 
daughter, I never really 
heard of sickle cell. I nev-
er really heard anyone 
talk about it,” said Nata-
lie. “I had the sickle cell 
trait and my husband, 
Dale, was unaware that 
he had the trait.”

“Once we conceived 
her, they ran differ-
ent tests and then that's 
when they found out, as 
a newborn, she actually 
had the full-blown sickle 
cell disease,” said Nata-
lie. 

Testing for this disease 
in newborns is common 
practice, especially when 
one or both parents have 

the trait. However, like 
the Collins, adults with 
the trait may not know 
they carry it until becom-
ing a parent. 

Ample and available 
testing is one of the many 
things Redemption Out-
reach Ministry hopes to 
bring to the conversation 
around sickle cell dis-
ease. 

“I know they have 
questionnaires about 
your medical history or 
your family history, but 
once they check your 
blood, check your iron, 
or to see if you are dia-
betic or anything like 
that, why not let [sickle 
cell disease] be part of 
the testing?” said Nata-
lie. 

The Collins advocate 
for testing in hopes of 
preventing another per-
son from going through 
the pain their daughter 
deals with daily. 

“The sickle cell could 
be so bad that she could 
barely walk. We'd have to 
carry her,” said Natalie. 
“When I asked her to de-
scribe the pain, she said 
it's like somebody is stab-

bing her.” 
Dale explained that 

his daughter was suffer-
ing from panic attacks 
in the midst of this, and 
the family would spend a 
lot of sleepless nights to-
gether trying to ease her 
pain. 

“Her pains would hit at 
night, like every night,” 
said Dale. “We’re back 
and forth to the hospital 
and the hospital would 
say, ‘Okay, well, this is all 
we could do. Send them 
back.’ A day or two later 
we’d be back at the hos-
pital and this went on for 
months.” 

“I don't think we stayed 
home a whole week,” 
said Dale. “We spent a 
lot of time in the hospi-
tal with our daughter 
and being in children's 
hospital, you see other 
kids there and some of 
these kids won't make it 
home.”

Maraih received sev-
eral blood transfusions 
and morphine pumps all 
before her teenage years. 

“She has good days 
and bad days,” said Nata-
lie. “With sickle cell, you 

can't get too hot, you can't 
get too cold, you have to 
drink plenty of fluids, 
stay hydrated. She's on 
the medication that she'll 
be on for the rest of her 
life.” 

“When the pandemic 
first hit, I was down with 
her for two months. She 
couldn't walk on her 
own. It got so bad,” said 
Dale. “If we didn't keep 
praying and having peo-
ple praying for us, I don't 
know if we would've 
made it because it got re-
ally bad.”

“When we got over 
that, that's when we start-
ed the ministry, because 
we've been through so 
much and we wanted to 
bring awareness to it.” 

Going through this 
painful process inspired 
the Collins to help others 
going through a similar 
thing. Dale describes his 
daughter’s story as “one 
of our biggest inspira-
tions to start the outreach 
ministry to get out and 
help parents.”

Redemption Outreach 

Ministry understands 
that bills do not stop 
when you’re in the hos-
pital, and works with 
Jordan Missionary Bap-
tist Church to supply 
these families with what 
they need, in their time 
of need. They also serve 
community institutions 
as well. 

“We just go back to the 
community,” said Dale. 
“We have blessed the 
sheriff's department with 
lunch and we do stuff 
with the fire department. 
It all just goes back into 
the community to be that 
light there.” 

Donations of food or 
clothing to Redemption 
Outreach Ministry can 
be brought to Jordan Mis-
sionary Baptist Church 
located at 200 Skyland 
Farm Rd., Williston. 

For more information 
on the Sickle Cell Aware-
ness Walk and Redemp-
tion Outreach Ministry, 
visit https://www.face-
book.com/Redemption-
Place-Outreach-Minis-
try-109495560980043/. 

Sickle cell walk to raise awareness Sept. 17

From left to right: Natalie and Dale Collins, Tony Dunbar, Maraih Collins, Elder David 

Bryant and First Lady Yamile Bryant at the 2021 Sickle Cell Awareness Walk held by 

Redemption Outreach Ministry. Contributed Photo

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

“Our biggest goal, our main goal, is to 
put other people’s needs over ours.” 

Dale Collins, Deacon at Jordan Missionary 

Baptist Church and co-founder of Redemption 

Outreach Ministry. 

Sheriff Griffith looks 
forward to children learn-
ing about the different 
roles law enforcement 
plays in the community, 
and work toward building 
the relationship between 
BCSO and the community 
they serve. 

“The expo is a big part 
in just trying to get with 
the people and the peo-
ple come out and have a 
day with the police,” said 
Sheriff Griffith, who plans 
to keep holding events 
open to the public. 

“We’re going to keep 
doing it if we only get 
one more person the next 
month to come, or if we 
only get two more people 
to come. It doesn't matter. 
We're gonna keep doing 
it,” he said. 

In holding events like 
Storytime with Lieuten-
ant Kirkland at McDon-
ald’s and meet-and-greets 
with deputies at local res-
taurants, Sheriff Griffith 
hopes he can show the 
community that officers 
they see through their 
phone screen are not al-
ways the same ones pa-
trolling the county. 

“When I was a little 
boy, if mom or daddy 
wasn't around and I was 
scared or in trouble or 
needed somebody, and 
I saw somebody in uni-
form, I would go to that 
police officer,” said Sheriff 
Griffith. 

“Now, kids see a bad po-

lice officer do something 
in Detroit or Charleston or 
wherever it may be, they 
are looking at their phone 
and see police officers do-
ing something bad, and 
then they look across the 
parking lot and they see 
us,” said Sheriff Griffith. 

This association of the 
badge has hurt the rela-
tionship between com-
munity members and 
local law enforcement, 
explains Sheriff Griffith. 
He expresses he is one of 
the first to scrutinize an 
officer if they are acting 
out of conduct or even 
immorally. 

A l t h o u g h  S h e r i f f 
Griffith rarely has to rep-
rimand actions within 
BCSO, he sees events tran-
spire on the news in other 
locations where he sees an 
officer act out of conduct. 

“We got a good group,” 
said Sheriff Griffith. “I'm 
just proud of the Sheriff's 
Office, not because of me, 
because of the group that 
we have.” 

Sheriff Griffith explains 
his job is made easier be-
cause of those he works 
with, specifically noting 
Lieutenant of Communi-
cations Eric Kirkland. 

Lt. Kirkland and Sheriff 
Griffith have known each 
other for the majority of 
their lives, and have sup-
ported one another pro-
fessionally for decades. 

Lt. Kirkland is responsi-
ble for coordinating many 

community relations ini-
tiatives within BCSO like 
the Expo. 

“As far as community 
relations, we made leaps 
and bounds here in Barn-
well County,” said Sheriff 
Griffith. 

BCSO has coordinated 
15 neighborhood watch 
programs in Barnwell 
County to encourage citi-
zens to report suspicious 
activity and work with 
deputies to protect their 
communities. 

When the Long Branch 
neighborhood watch pro-
gram began, there were 
four involved members. 
After creating a Facebook 
page to house all activ-
ity in Long Branch, the 
page is now followed by 
roughly 100 people. 

“We try to keep Barn-
well as safe as we can, and 
let the people of Barnwell 
County know they can 
reach out to us,” said Sher-
iff Griffith. 

When asked if he hopes 
to bring this event to the 
county every year, Sheriff 
Griffith said, “We hope, 
that's up to the good Lord 
and the people of Barnwell.” 

The Law Enforcement 
Expo will be held on Sat-
urday, September 10 at 
Veterans Memorial Park 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
community is encouraged 
to come and enjoy free 
food for children and 
meet local law enforce-
ment. 

Expo: Event seeks to build bridges FROM PAGE 1A
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Engagement

Dillon Phillip Sandifer and Bethany Marie Stokes

Bethany Stokes, Dillon Sandifer
Mr. and Mrs. Fleetwood Stokes Jr. of Denmark announce the engagement 

and forthcoming marriage of their daughter, Bethany Marie, to Dillon Phillip 
Sandifer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Scotty Sandifer of Blackville.

The bride-elect is the granddaughter of Ms. Pat Walker of Barnwell, the 
late Gene Taylor of Bamberg, Mrs. Yvonne J. Stokes of Denmark and the late 
Fleetwood Stokes Sr. 

The groom-elect is the grandson of Mr. Joe and Mrs. Kat Yearry of Denmark, 
Mr. Phil Sandifer of Blackville and the late Jackie Sandifer.  

The bride-elect is a 2018 graduate of Jefferson Davis Academy and a 2021 
graduate of Columbia College with her BA in Speech Language Pathology. 
She is currently employed as a Speech Language Pathology Assistant while 
pursuing her Masters of Speech Language Pathology. 

The groom-elect is a 2019 graduate of Jefferson Davis Academy and received 
his welding degree the same year from Denmark Technical College. He is 
employed with Energy Solutions. 

The wedding is planned for December 17, 2022, at Bethel Park United 
Methodist Church in Denmark. Formal invitations will be sent. 
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 

APPLETON LAWN CARE, LLC 

Mowing , 
Weedeating  

& Edging  

 

for a beautiful yard all year! 
Licensed ⬧ Bonded ⬧ Insured 

William Higgenbottom, Owner/Operator 

Sandlapper League donates 

money to Circle Theatre

One civic group continued its tradition of helping the local arts. 
The Sandlapper League held its annual SPUDS luncheon in March. Proceeds 

benefit local groups on a rotational basis, including the museum, library, arts 
council, and Circle Theatre of Barnwell. Circle Theatre was this year's recipient. 

"We do it to help out the community, especially the arts," said Bett Benson, 
president of the Sandlapper League. "We enjoy the productions at Circle 
Theatre and hope this donation helps in any way needed, whether it be the 
building or productions."

Normally, the group donates $1,000 to the non-profit recipient, but this 
year they donated more due to selling more tickets. Circle Theatre helped 
League members sell out the fundraiser. 

The Circle Theatre board thanks the Sandlapper League for their donation, 
which will help the volunteer community theatre continue to produce plays.

The group started as the Homemakers Club through Clemson, but later 
evolved into the Sandlapper League. However, their mission has always 
been to "serve the community," said Benson. 

Members of the Sandlapper League recently presented a donation to the Circle 

Theatre of Barnwell board. The money was raised through the League's annual 

SPUDS luncheon held in March. Pictured left to right: CT board members Jonathan 

Vickery and Rachel Hair, Sandlapper member Suzanne Lott, Sandlapper member 

Sue Clark, CT board members Marion Young and Michael Pisacreta, Sandlapper 

member Bett Benson, and CT board members Renee Owens and Beth Miller. 

County Councilman Alexander 
selected to SCAC board

Barnwell County is proud to announce the 
election of Councilman Daniel Alexander to the 
South Carolina Association of Counties Board of 
Directors. His term commences immediately and 
will expire December, 31, 2026. 

“It is an honor to get involved on a statewide 
basis and serve as a board member for SCAC”, 
said Alexander. “Since my time on council, the 
association has provided valuable resources and 
representation for our county. I am excited to help 
continue the positive impact the association has on 
counties across South Carolina”. 

Barnwell County Council Chairman Harold 
Buckmon says “Our council is proud of Mr. Alex-
ander and his willingness to serve. He becomes the 
first council member to serve on the South Carolina 
Association of Counties board since its inception in 1967. We are confident in 
his representation and look forward to the impact he can have across the state 
through his involvement.” 

According to their website, “The South Carolina Association of Counties (SCAC) 
is the only statewide organization representing county government in South Caro-
lina. The Association was chartered on June 22, 1967, and since then has worked to 
empower county officials through advocacy, education, and collaboration.

“Its membership, which includes all 46 counties, spans the spectrum from 
predominately urban to rural. By virtue of a county's membership in SCAC, 
all of its elected and appointed officials become participants in an organization 
dedicated to improving county government. By bringing together Local Lead-
ers, the Association and county officials are able to create Statewide Strength.”

Daniel Alexander
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ELGIN - Janice Jackson 
Hatfield, 74, of 15 Fra-
zier Fir Lane, Elgin, South 
Carolina, passed away on 
Saturday, September 3, 
2022, after an extended 
illness. 

She was born in Allen-
dale, South Carolina, the 
daughter of the late Harry 
Lamar Jackson and Eth-
el Viola Tucker Jackson. 
Janice was a graduate of 
Allendale-Fairfax High 
School and the College 
of Charleston. She was a 
member of Spring Valley 
Presbyterian Church of 
Columbia.

She was an outstanding 
mother, grandmother, sis-

ter, aunt, friend, and math 
teacher. She enjoyed fam-
ily gatherings and lunch-
es with her high school 
friends, who called them-
selves the Morning Glories 
because they begin each 
morning with a group text. 
She taught math at Col-
lege Park Middle School 
in Ladson, South Caro-
lina, in New Bern, North 
Carolina, and at Summit 
Parkway Middle School in 
Columbia, South Carolina, 
until her retirement. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Gary Hatfield, 
and two sons, Michael 
Hatfield and Scott Hat-
field, both of Summerville; 
granddaughter, Kayla 
Horne; sisters, Debbie 
(Bob) Clegg of Chapin, 
Elaine (Bobby) Lawrence 
of Barnwell; step-sister, 
Ann Golden of Green-
ville; and many nieces, 
nephews, and friends. She 
was preceded in death by 

her parents, step-mother, 
Evelyn Simpson Jackson, 
and niece, Allison Taylor 
Clegg. 

Graveside services will 
be held at Swallow Sa-
vannah Cemetery in Al-
lendale, South Carolina, 
Wednesday, September 7, 
2022, at 2 p.m. The Morn-
ing Glories will host a 
visitation and reception at 
the funeral home after the 
service. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests me-
morial gifts to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105, or 
stjude.org, or a charity of 
one’s choice.  

Keith Smith Funeral 
Service of Allendale is as-
sisting the family. Sign the 
online guestbook at www.
keithsmithfuneralservice.
com.
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Janice Jackson 
Hatfield

AUGUSTA, GA - Joan 
Green Jones, 86, passed 
away on August 27, 2022. 
She was born on March 
20, 1936, in Augusta, Ga. 
to Johnnie Z. Green and 
Edna Creech Green. Joan 
worked security at the 
Medical College of Geor-
gia.

She is  predeceased 
by a son, James Renni-

son, and sister, Johnnie 
Ruth Anderson. She is 
survived by sons, Tony 
(Jewel) Rennison of Au-
gusta, Ga. and John Clark 
Jr. of Grovetown, Ga.; 
daughter, Teddi Jones of 
Augusta, Ga.; brother, 
Hennis (Barbara) Green of 
Evans, Ga., as well as eight 
grandchildren.

Graveside funeral ser-

vices for Joan were held 
Tuesday, September 6, 
2022, at 11 a.m. at the 
Airport Cemetery in Barn-
well, S.C. 

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell was in charge of 
arrangements. Sign the on-
line guestbook at molefh.
com. 
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Joan Green Jones

BARNWELL - A grave-
side service for Wade 
Frank Sr. of Barnwell, 
South Carolina, will be 
held at 11 ante meridian, 
Wednesday, September 
7, 2022 at Hope Memorial 
Park, LLC, 1730 Yale Road, 
Barnwell, South Caro-
lina. Due to the pandemic 
and CDC regulations, so-
cial distancing and other 
guidelines will be in place.

Mr. Wade Frank Sr., 72, 
was born on October 15, 
1949, in Dunbarton, South 
Carolina to the late Willie 
and Beatrice Bush Frank.  

At an early age, Wade 
accepted Jesus Christ as 
his savior and joined the 
St. Mary Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Martin, South 
Carolina, where he served 
on the trustee ministry 
until his health failed. He 
was a member of the St. 
John Benevolent Christian 
Society, Barnwell, South 
Carolina. As a youth, he 
also worshipped at the 
Morris Chapel Baptist 
Church of his community. 
He served as the Sunday 
school superintendent and 
his mother taught Sun-
day school in the middle 
1960’s. Wade joined the 
Emmanuel Temple Apos-
tolic under the leadership 
of the late Pastor Elijah 
Williams. He was baptized 
in the name of Jesus for the 
remission of his sins. He 
tarried and received the 
gift of the holy ghost. He 
was a devoted deacon at 
Emmanuel Temple.

Wade’s early and formal 
education was received 
in the public schools of 
Barnwell, South Caro-
lina and graduated from 
Butler High School with 
the class of 1968. Af-
ter high school he was 
drafted into the United 
States Army, where he 
received the Bronze Star 
medal, National Defense 
Service medal, Vietnam 
Service medal, Vietnam 
Campaign medal, Army 
Commendation medal, 
and the Good Conduct 
medal. After returning 
from Vietnam, he attended 
USC-Salkehatchie, Allen-
dale, South Carolina and 
Voorhees College, Den-
mark, South Carolina. He 
majored in criminal justice 
and administration man-
agement; he was also an 
honor student. He was on 
the President’s List with a 
4.0 gpa for two years and 
also the Dean’s List with a 
4.3 gpa for one year.

On August 28, 1976, 
Wade was united in holy 
matrimony to Mary Ann 
Bishop. To this union two 
children were born.

Wade was the first truck 
driver for the summer 
lunch program and he was 
known as the “Milk Man.” 
He delivered lunches in 
Barnwell and parts of Al-
lendale County. His deliv-
ery route was from Jordan 
Baptist Church to the Red 
Oak Community then to 
the Boiling Springs and 
Martin communities from 
there to Patterson Mill 
Road. He was a speedy 
driver and his father-in-
law and son would ask 
him to “please slow the 
truck down.”   

Wade was called the 
“The Car Racing Man.” 
He had the fastest car 
in the CSRA in the mid-
dle 1970’s. People came 
from Augusta, Ga., New 
Ellenton, Bamberg, and 
Denmark, South Caro-
lina to race against him. 
He raced at Jackson Race 
Track of Jackson, S.C., and 
Orangeburg Race Track, 
Orangeburg, S.C., also 
the Patterson Mill Road 
and the Old Allendale 
Highway. He had a hot 
rod-runner fully loaded 
and he enjoyed riding his 
motorcycles.  

Wade was also called 
the “Watermelon Man.” 
He would take a load of 
watermelons to Augusta, 
Georgia coming up to 
the 4th of July which was 
already sold because he 
would call people in ad-
vance and ask how many 
melons they wanted. In 
less than an hour after ar-
riving in Augusta, all the 
watermelons were gone. 

Wade’s passion was 
helping people and cook-
ing. He will be remem-
bered for telling jokes, 
challenge you in a spelling 
bee contest in which spell-
ing was a favorite of his 
along with history. He will 
be missed by all those who 

knew and loved him. His 
motto, “When the music 
stops playing, keep on 
dancing.”

Wade was employed at 
Milliken, Barnwell plant 
and the South Carolina 
Department of Correc-
tions, Columbia, Allen-
dale, and Aiken, South 
Carolina. After eighteen 
years of service, he retired 
as a lieutenant after his 
health failed.

Wade was preceded in 
death by two siblings, El-
eanor Frank Johnson and 
David Frank; step father, 
Solomon Price Sr.; two 
step brothers, Solomon 
Price Jr. and Sammie Price; 
and one step sister, Iovera 
Price Miller.

Wade will be lovingly 
remembered by: his de-
voted wife – Mary Ann 
Bishop Frank, Barnwell, 
S.C.; four children – Wade 
Jr., Barnwell, S.C., Shem-
eeka Mutea’ Frank, Flor-
ence, S.C., Leon (Milele) 
Hallingquest, Ellenwood, 
Ga., and Kenneth Parker, 
Martin, S.C.; one sister – 
Jessie Frank-Champion, 
Bronx, N.Y.; two sisters-
in-law – Linda Bishop, 
Oxnard, California and 
Lizzie Bishop, Lexington, 
S.C.; three brothers-in-law 
– William (Peggy) Bishop, 
Little River, S.C., Leon 
(Anne) Fluitt, Florence, 
S.C. and Ervin Sellars, 
Burlington, N.C.; three 
grandchildren; a special 
cousin, Fred Neal; special 
friends – Marshall Buggs, 
Roosevelt Owens, Lem-
uel Eaves, John Carroll 
Price, Wayne Bodiford 
(neighbor); a special niece, 
Deirdre Frederick; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and sympathizing 
friends.

Guinyard and Sons Fu-
neral Home of Barnwell is 
in charge of arrangements.
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BARNWELL - Richard 
(Sonny) R. Broadway Jr., 
91, passed away peace-
fully with his family at 
his bedside on August 26, 
2022. 

He was born on June 14, 
1931, to the late Richard 
and Theola Broadway. 
He served in the United 
States Air Force during the 
Korean War. He worked 
at Savannah River Plant 
until his retirement. Sonny 

loved his family, golf, a 
good card game and shar-
ing a drink of Early Times 
with his buddies. He lived 
his life to the fullest every 
day, always with a smile.

Sonny is preceded in 
death by his wives, Kath-
leen Broadway and Fay 
Broadway; his sisters, Ma-
nilee Broadway, Margaret 
Gould and Mazel Russell. 

He is survived by his 
children, Debbie Schul-
tz (Larry), Kay Claytor 
(Phil), Wendy Clamp, Bart 
Wallace; and his grand-
children, Cecilia (Will), 
Elizabeth (Brad), Steven, 
Blake (Emily),  Kelsie 
(Chandler), and Grace. 
He is also survived by his 

sisters, Cora Whittington 
and Millie Robertson.

A graveside service was 
held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 3, 2022, at 11 a.m. at the 
Barnwell Methodist Cem-
etery at 9357 Patterson 
St., Barnwell, with Rev. 
Rob Cely officiating. The 
family requests that dona-
tions be sent the Barnwell 
United Methodist Church 
in lieu of flowers.

Mole Funeral Home of 
Barnwell was in charge of 
arrangements. Sign the on-
line guestbook at molefh.
com.
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The road to business 
ownership for one Barn-
well native involved many 
miles and long hours.

Kelly “Kelz” Odom has 
been in the trucking in-
dustry for 18 years. On 
August 20, he opened Kelz 
Truckin LLC beside the 
Verizon store in Barnwell. 

“We want to help driv-
ers increase their income 
without the headache. We 
make it easier for them 
to earn a living by taking 
care of the paperwork and 
invoicing. All they have to 
do is drive,” said Odom, a 
2002 graduate of Barnwell 
High. 

His trucking career has 
taken him all over the 48 
contiguous states. He’s 
transported almost ev-

The People.Sentinel

Hard work paves road to 
success for Kelz Truckin’ 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

ery cat-
e g o r y 

o f  l o a d , 
except nuclear 

waste and gas. 
“Trucking is survivable 

through all pandemics be-
cause you can’t get medi-
cine, food and clothes 
without us,” said Odom, 
who has owned and op-
erated his own truck for 
seven years.

His interest in trucking 
was instilled at a young 
age from his father, Au-
brey Odom, who has been 
in the trucking industry 
for 53 years. 

“My dad taught me 
how to drive a truck,” said 
Odom, who remembers 
riding in a truck as young 
as age four. “I just had a 
love for it.”

Odom said his mother, 
Mary Devoe Jones, also 
taught him a lot that has 
helped him in his busi-
ness, especially on the 
computer side. She is re-
tired from the Savannah 
River Site. 

His aunt, Sandra DeVoe 
Bland, used her more than 

30 years of leadership, 
management, financial 
and technical experience 
to walk Odom through 
the process of starting a 
business. Bland works at 
Savannah River Nuclear 
Solutions and is chairman 
of the board of SRP Fed-
eral Credit Union.

One of his best friends, 
Kenneth “Cadillac” Park-
er of Parker Trucking, 
played a vital role as well 
in helping Odom build 
Kelz Truckin from the 
ground up.

After sacrificing a lot 
over the years while he 
was on the road, Odom 
is excited to now own a 
business and help other 
truckers. 

“I want to make a differ-
ence by creating opportu-
nities,” he said of paying 
people on a percentage for 
the work they do.

Kelz Truckin has al-
ready created opportu-
nities by hiring six em-
ployees to run the office 
and connect truckers with 
loads, though he hopes to 
hire more as the business 

grows. His wife Likesha 
does the bookkeeping and 
tax prep for the business. 
Some employees work 
from home. 

“There’s a lot going on 
in trucking that could ben-
efit people,” said Odom 
of the $3 trillion-dollar 

industry. “You can go any-
where and do anything.”

Kelz Truckin is always 
looking for truckers to 
transport loads across the 
48 contiguous states.

The office is open Mon-
day through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Contact 

the office during business 
hours at (803) 571-4198 or 
kelz84@kelztruckinllc.net. 
After hours, please contact 
Odom at (803) 571-4182.

Above: The staff of Kelz Truckin’ in Barnwell includes (from left to right) Kelly “Kelz” 
Odom, Sivi Robinson, Whitney Mole, Dana Sanders, Likesha Odom, Nahkia Odom, and 
Alexis Isaac.
Below: Kelly “Kelz” Odom (second from left) was all smiles after cutting the ribbon to his 
new office in Barnwell on August 20. He’s pictured with Barnwell Mayor Marcus Rivera, his 
wife Likesha Odom, and Terri Smith, director of the Southern Palmetto Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. 

SC Works mobile unit brings 

job opportunities
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

A large green truck 
could serve as the key to 
starting a career in Barn-
well County. 

The Lower Savannah 
Council of Governments 
(LSCG) in partnership 
with SC Works have gone 
mobile with their services 
in the Lower Savannah 
Workforce Development 
Area (LSWDA) including 
Aiken, Allendale, Bam-
berg, Barnwell, Calhoun, 
and Orangeburg counties. 

The SC Works Mo-

bile Unit or “Center on 
Wheels” travels to areas in 
these counties bringing ac-
cess to workforce develop-
ment, training, education, 
and economic develop-
ment opportunities. 

It will be located on 

Solomon Blatt Ave., in 
Blackville on Monday, 
September 19 to provide 
services to Barnwell Coun-
ty residents. 

The unit is equipped 
with Wi-Fi, ten worksta-
tions, printing capabilities, 
as well as onsite assis-
tance. It is also wheelchair 
accessible. 

Here, potential employ-
ees can be guided through 
the SCWorks Online Reg-
istration process and have 
access to a job search, 

unemployment insurance, 
labor market information, 
and career guidance. 

The SC Works Mobile 
Unit employees can also 
help patrons with resume 
writing and give referrals 
to individuals or organiza-

tions that may be helpful 
in achieving their goals. 

Not only will this mo-
bile unit be beneficial to 
job seekers in Barnwell 
and surrounding coun-
ties, but it will also help 
employers find employ-
ees by attending job fairs 
and partnering with busi-
nesses. 

Making the connection 
between job seekers and 
hiring employers can pres-
ent obstacles for residents 
in the Lower Savannah 

region such as lack of 
internet availability 
and access to brick-
and-mortar locations. 

The SC Works Mo-
bile Unit plans to bring 
the keys to a career to 
Barnwell County, and 
LSCG is hoping they 
open new doors for its 
residents. 

September is work-
force development 
month, and the SC 
Works Mobile Unit 
will be in Barnwell 

County and Allendale 
County throughout the 
month of September. 

The mobile unit came 
to the Blackville Library 
on July 18 and August 15, 
and plans to return on 
Monday, September 19. 

ACROSS

1. The Sweet’s hit “Ballroom ____”
6. Farm cry
9. Schooner pole
13. Barrel racing meet
14. *”____ Quiet on the Western 
Front,” 1920s novel
15. Move sideways
16. Southeast Asia org.
17. Hula dancer’s garland
18. Like the Vitruvian Man
19. *New type of movie in the 1920s
21. *Jack Dempsey’s sport
23. Triple ____ liqueur
24. Prep flour
25. “Hamilton: An American Musi-

cal” singing style
28. Floppy data storage
30. Smack
35. Not much (2 words)
37. *Prolific playwright ____ Coward
39. Sacrum, pl.
40. “Nana” author Émile ____
41. Flash of light
43. Not kosher
44. Convex molding
46. *Football legend Graham, born 
in 1921
47. Furniture wood
48. Not wholesale
50. Aquatic snakes
52. Reggae precursor

53. Animal den
55. Café alternative
57. *Assassinated Villa
60. *St. ____, 1928 Olympic site
63. East Asian peninsula
64. Nope
66. “Bite the bullet,” e.g.
68. Relating to Quechuan people
69. B&B, e.g.
70. Foul smell
71. Challenge
72. Langley, VA agency
73. Decorates, as in Christmas tree

DOWN

1. Type of undergarment

2. *Like generation described by 
Gertrude Stein
3. Brain wave
4. Shades of blue
5. Very tired
6. “The Fighter ” actor Christ ian 
____
7. Bass or Redhook
8. Defendant’s excuse
9. Longer then mini
10. Port in Yemen
11. Smelting waste
12. ____ Aviv
15. 6 equal parts of 6
20. Cake layer

22. Short for oftentimes
24. Mosquito, slangily
25. Schick’s product
26. Beyond’s partner
27. *Amelia Earhart, e.g.
29. *Like Charles Lindbergh’s 1927 
transatlantic flight
31. W on a bulb
32. TV classic “Green ____”
33. Floorboard sound
34. *”The Trial” and “The Castle” 
author Franz ____
36. Samoan money
38. Not on time
42. Much, in Italy

45. Tin Man’s prop
49. Follows soh
51. Confession, archaic
54. Not Doric nor Corinthian
56. Downy duck
57. Kind of cornbread
58. Rainbows and such
59. Like a drink in a snifter
60. Mimicking bird
61. ____caca, South American lake
62. Type of modern meeting
63. *American Girl character born 
in 1923
65. American cuckoo
67. Robinson to “The Graduate”

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

THEME: The 1920s

Photos by Jonathan Vickery
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Phone: (803) 939-0041 | Fax: (803) 939-0078

WASHINGTON OFFICE
1436 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2452

Important Resources 

FOR VETERANS 

From Congressman Joe Wilson 

“As a veteran myself and the father 

of four sons who have served 

overseas, I am honored to fight 
for our veterans in Congress. 
Please do not hesitate to 

contact the office if we can 
ever be of assistance to you or 

someone you may know in the 

Second Congressional District of 
South Carolina.”

VETERANS CRISIS LINE:
1-800-273-8255 and press 1 Or text 838255

FILING VA DISABILITY CLAIM:
www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/ 

Or call 800-827-1000

IMPORTANT RESOURCES FOR VETERANS:

PUBLIC SERVANT OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Paid for by official funds authorized by the House of Representatives

JoeWilson.House.Gov

for those struggling with 
substance abuse. There 
were also thank you cards 
for local emergency ser-
vice personnel available to 
be signed by participants. 

The Polly Best Center, 
an affiliate of the Aiken-
Barnwell Mental Health 
Center, was present with 
information about their 
intervention, prevention, 
and recovery services pro-
vided by program direc-
tor, LaCinda McCormack. 

Jason and Amber Still 
represented Celebrate Re-
covery at a booth. Jason 
Still shared personal sto-
ries about his addiction 
and recovery process at 
the event as well. 

Axis I Center had mul-
tiple booths providing 
free lock boxes, Narcan, 
and Deterra packs, which 
is a method of safe drug 
disposal. Also, they gave 
free T-shirts, bracelets, 
pins, hot dogs, and drinks 
to attendees who were all 
asked to sign in. 

Barnwell County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies and 
Sheriff Steve Griffith were 
present alongside Barn-
well County Coroner De-
nise Gibson. 

As county coroner, she 
is responsible for deter-
mining the manner in 
which an individual died. 
Gibson was the first of the 
speakers to take to the 
microphone at the event to 
share statistics and stories 
about overdoses in Barn-
well County. 

So far in 2022, there have 
been 15 reported overdose 
deaths in Barnwell County 
and one death still being 
determined at the time 
of the event, according to 
Gibson. 

According to the South 
Carolina Department of 
Health and Environment 
(DHEC) and Department 
of Alcohol and Other Drug 
Abuse Services (DAO-
DAS), there is an increase 
in drug overdose deaths 
statewide. 

From 2019 to 2020, there 

was a 105% increase in the 
state with overdose deaths 
increasing from 537 to 
1,100, according to DHEC 
and DAODAS. 

Axis I Center staff and 
law enforcement con-
tinue to see this number 
rise with the introduction 
of the synthetic opioid, 
fentanyl, in other prod-
ucts such as marijuana, 
methamphetamine, and 
cocaine. 

“In today’s drug use, 
fentanyl is the prime cul-
prit in the overdoses,” 
said Pam Rush, Executive 
Director of Axis I Center. 

Rush explains it takes a 
small amount of fentanyl 
to cause an overdose, and 
the synthetic opioid is 
only becoming more com-
mon. 

“There's no regulation 
when pressing these pills,” 
said Rush, who notes it is 
nearly impossible to dif-
ferentiate the amount of 
fentanyl between one pill 
and another without using 
a testing method. 

From 2019 to 2020, 
fentanyl was involved 
in 79% of all opioid-in-
volved overdose deaths, 
according to DHEC AND 
DAODAS. This does not 
include overdoses of sub-
stances like cocaine or 
methamphetamine being 
mixed with fentanyl. 

“There have been 55 
reports of overdoses to the 
sheriff’s office,” this year, 
said Sheriff Griffith in the 
closing remarks. 

One of the ways a re-
port of an overdose can 
not become an overdose 
death is the use of Narcan, 
an emergency treatment 
administered when an 
individual overdoses. 

Narcan is always free 
and available at the Axis 
I Center to anyone in the 
community. The center 
works closely with BCSO 
to ensure Narcan is a part 
of law enforcement’s tool 
belt. 

“As the sheriff shared, 
when people are in rehab 
or incarcerated and they 

get out, and they have an 
opioid use disorder, their 
tolerance drops,” said 
Rush. “There is a high risk 
of overdose when they get 
out because their tolerance 
has dropped.” 

Narcan, or naloxone, 
can stop an overdose from 
opioids like heroin, mor-
phine, and oxycodone 
from resulting in death. It 
can be administered like 
nasal spray, or injected 
into the muscle, under the 
skin, or into a vein. 

“Narcan saved my life,” 
said Rebecca Mercer, who 
shared her life experience 
at the event. 

“On March 11, 2020, I 
overdosed on fentanyl,” 
said Mercer. 

Mercer explained when 
she called Shannon Shep-
pard, certified peer support 
specialist with Axis I Cen-
ter, her life “started over.” 

The Axis I Center cul-
tivates a network of sup-
port when clients enter 
the doors and aims to 
lessen a client’s negative 
emotions felt around their 
addiction. 

Rush credits her peer 
support staff for build-
ing that initial connection 
with clients.

“Our peer support is 
key to that. They do the 
intake, they begin the 
conversation,” said Rush. 
“Our peer support has 
been there, done that, so 
they have felt the shame 
and the guilt and every-
thing that goes with it.” 

“I was ashamed at first, 
and I walked in and all of 
them knew exactly where 
I was and had been there 
before. They all welcomed 

me with open arms,” said 
Mercer. 

“One of the barriers that 
can keep someone from 
seeking treatment is the 
shame and stigma that can 
go with it,” said Rush. “We 
try to cultivate that feeling 
of welcome and we’re here 
to support you.”

“If it wasn't for Axis I 
and the people at Axis I, I 
wouldn't be alive today,” 
said Mercer. 

In March 2023, Mercer 
will be three years sober. 
She encouragingly told the 
crowd at the event, “any-
one who puts their minds 
to it, can do it.” 

Sheriff  Griff i th ex-
plained BCSO is always 
working with Axis I Cen-
ter on ways they can im-
prove when intervening in 
an overdose and provid-
ing services thereafter. 

“We have to try different 
avenues to reach people. 
The issues that we deal with 
are multi-faceted, so the 
solutions are going to have 
to come just like that,” said 
Pam McKnight, project co-
ordinator at Axis I Center.

Darlene Cook, BCSO 
Chief Deputy, felt “thank-
ful that we have resources 
and this many people that 
work hard and pour them-
selves into it.” 

Although she didn’t 
plan to speak at the event, 
Courtney Barwick was 
encouraged by others to 
share her story. 
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Executive Director Pam Rush (third from left) discusses the work that she and her team (pictured behind her) do 

every day at the Axis I Center of Barnwell to help those struggling with drugs and alcohol.

Lt. Eric Kirkland, Chief Deputy Darlene Cook, and Sheriff Steve Griffith participate in 

the walk to remember those affected by overdoses.

This display highlights "Recovery Rockstars" who have 

overcome drug addictions. 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

“I went and did every-
thing you could imagine,” 
said Barwick, who started 
using substances at the 
age of 13. 

In March 2021, she was 
arrested by BCSO. Al-
though she was angry at 
the time, she now thanks 
the officers for saving her 
life. 

Barwick is  now 17 
months clean from drugs, 

and plans to continue be-
ing involved with Axis I 
Center. 

Dianne Brown shared 
the story of her son, Mi-
chael Brown, as they both 
stood at the microphone. 

“I never thought in a 
million years my child 
would be an addict,” said 
Dianne, who admitted she 
and her husband were 
blind to their son’s drug 
use at first, and enabled 
him in his addiction. 

“I am certain if we con-
tinued to enable him, he 
wouldn't be here with us 
today,” she said. “We gave 
it all to God.” 

Michael is now a certi-
fied peer support special-
ist with Axis I Center and 
aids those dealing with ad-
diction in the community. 

“To see the journey from 
using to overly using to 
recovery, that’s just a new 
birth,” said McKnight. 
“It was beautiful to hear 
the stories and to feel the 
people.” 

“To see the community 
come together the way 
they have is beautiful,” 
said Chief Deputy Cook. 

For more information 
about Axis I Center, call 
(803) 541-1245 or visit 
https://axis1.org/. 

For  more  informa-
tion on data relating to 
Barnwell County, view 
DHEC’s Drug Overdose 
Deaths Statistical Report 
for South Carolina. 



T
he Smithson-
ian’s Museum on 
Main Street, in 

cooperation with South 
Carolina Humanities, 
presents “Voices and 
Votes: Democracy in 
American.” 

The exhibition exam-
ines the nearly 250-year-
old American experiment 
of a government “of, by 
and for the people,” and 
how each generation 
since continues to ques-
tion how to form “a more 
perfect union.” Opening 
at the Atrium on the cam-
pus of the University of 
South Carolina – Salke-
hatchie in Allendale on 
Thursday, September 9,  
“Voices and Votes” will 
be on view through Fri-
day, October 21. 

The University of 
South Carolina Salke-
hatchie and the sur-
rounding Allendale com-
munity has been chosen 
by the South Carolina 
Humanities council to 
host “Voices and Votes” 
as part of the Museum on 
Main Street program—a 
national/state/local part-
nership to bring exhibi-
tions and programs to 
rural cultural organiza-
tions. 

“Voices and Votes” 
explores the action, re-
action, vision and re-
vision that democracy 

demands as Americans 
continue to question 
how to shape the coun-
try. From the revolution 
and suffrage, to civil 
rights and casting bal-
lots, everyone in every 
community is part of this 
ever-evolving story—the 
story of democracy in 
America. Exhibition sec-
tions explore the origins 
of American democracy, 
the struggles to obtain 
and keep the vote, the 
machinery of democra-
cy, the right to petition 
and protest beyond the 
ballot and the rights and 
responsibilities of citi-
zens. “Voices and Votes” 
features historical and 
contemporary photos; 
educational and archival 
video; engaging multi-
media interactives with 

short games; and histori-
cal objects like campaign 
souvenirs, voter memo-
rabilia, and protest ma-
terial.

“‘Voice and Votes’ 
allows us to reflect on 
Allendale County’s his-
tory and explore what 
it means to be an active 
participant in the gov-
ernance of not only the 
country but also this 
community,” said Anne 
Rice, co-chairperson. 

“We want to convene 
conversations about and 
have developed local 
exhibitions and public 
programs to complement 
the Smithsonian exhibi-
tion,” said Lottie Lewis, 
co-chairperson. 

The Allendale Rural 
arts Team in cooperation 
with South Carolina Hu-

manities is sponsoring a 
S.C. Humanities Festival 
from Thursday, Sept. 15 
through Sunday, Sept. 
18.

Events include perfor-
mances including musi-
cian Jason Lee Cook’s 
‘Small Town Tour’, Gra-
cie and Lacy’s “Glorious 
Gatsby”, and Natalie Da-
ise as “Becoming Harriet 
Tubman”, and “Dear Al-
lendale” – a video high-
lighting Allendale. Other 
events include histori-
cal displays, a scavenger 
hunt, antique car show, 
historical tours, and 
‘Grilling in the Grove’. 
Presentations will also 
be made by Al Goodyear 
on the Topper Site; and 
Dr. Liz Smith who will 
discuss the main themes 
engaged in the exhibition 
with a particular focus on 
the important role played 
by South Carolina and its 
citizens in shaping our 
nation and influencing 

the voices and votes of 
our democracy

Designed for small-
town museums, libraries 
and cultural organiza-
tions, “Voices and Votes” 
is serving as a commu-
nity meeting place for 
conversations about de-
mocracy, the freedoms 
and responsibilities of 
citizens, participating in 
government, and more. 
With the support and 
guidance of state human-
ities councils, host towns 
develop complemen-
tary exhibits, host public 
programs and facilitate 
educational initiatives 
to raise people’s under-
standing about their 
own history, the joys and 
challenges of living ru-
ral, how change has im-
pacted their community, 
and prompt discussion 
of goals for the future. 

“Voices and Votes” is 
based on an exhibition 
currently on display at 

the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of Ameri-
can History called Amer-
ican Democracy: A Great 
Leap of Faith.

The exhibition is part of 
Museum on Main Street, 
a unique collaboration 
between the Smithsonian 
Institution Traveling Ex-
hibition Service (SITES), 
state humanities councils 
across the nation, and lo-
cal host institutions. To 
learn more about “Voic-
es” and other Museum 
on Main Street exhibi-
tions, visit museumon-
mainstreet.org.  

Support for MoMS 
has been provided by 
the U.S. Congress, South 
Carolina Humanities, 
Dominion Energy, USC-
Salkehatchie, South-
ernCarolina Regional 
Development Alliance, 
Allendale Rural arts 
Team, and Allendale His-
torical Society.

SITES has been shar-
ing the wealth of Smith-
sonian collections and 
research programs with 
millions of people out-
side Washington, D.C., 
for more than 65 years. 
SITES connects Ameri-
cans to their shared cul-
tural heritage through a 
wide range of exhibitions 
about art, science and 
history, which are shown 
wherever people live, 
work and play. 

For exhibition descrip-
tion and tour schedules, 
visit sites.si.edu.

Smithsonian traveling exhibition examining 
democracy in America coming to Allendale
Laura J. McKenzie

Contributing Writer

South Carolina South Carolina 
 Humanities  Humanities 
  Festival  Festival

September 15-18, 2022September 15-18, 2022
Allendale, SCAllendale, SC

Thursday, Sept. 15: Opening of Humanities Festival

      9 am - 12 pm:  Tour Voices and Votes with Guides

      10 am:  James Felder, USC Salkehatchie Atrium

Thursday, September 15

 12 pm: Self-Guided Historical Tours 

              Available Pick up at USC Salkehatchie Atrium

 2 pm     Tour of Allendale County Courthouse

              Elaine Sabb

 7 pm     Jason Cook Musical Concert – Carolina Theatre, 

              $5 donation (doors open at 6 pm, limited seating)

Friday, September 16

 10 am - 5 pm Voices and Votes

  10:30 am  Topper Program – Al Goodyear 

              USC Salkehatchie Library

 1 pm     Historical Bus Tour – $35 fee

              Meet at Carolina Theatre

 6 pm     Dear Allendale

            (Voices of Allendale)

  Carolina Theatre

Sept. 15 - 18, Allendale County Library, 12 pm

Historical Displays - Library

Scavenger Hunt - SC Room (Sept. 15-17)

Historical Pictures - Conference room

 Saturday, September 17 -  Constitution Day

 10 am - 2 pm Antique Car Show 

               USC Salkehatchie Parking Lot 

 9 am - 2 pm   Voices and Votes

 10 am - 1 pm   Family Festival – Memorial Ave. 

 11 am - 2 p.m. Grilling in the Grove

                USC Salkehatchie Athletics

 2 pm      Constitution Day Celebration 

                Carolina Theatre with cake and lemonade

 2:30 - 4 pm   Historical Videos - Carolina Theatre 

                (Featuring Carolina Theatre The Hut, and interviews 

                with Allendale Citizens)

 6 pm       Performance – Gracie and Lacy  

                Carolina Theatre

Sunday, September 18

 10 am     Community Worship Service

                Allendale First Baptist Church

 1 pm       Taste of Allendale County ($5 charge)

     and Quilt Display - James Brandt Building

 3 pm       Festival Ends  

AllendaleVoices.comAllendaleVoices.com
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THE PALMETTO PALACE MOBILE HEALTH UNIT IS COMING TO

Allendale County
this Saturday, 

September 10th
8am to 4pm

Emma's House 
204 Wagner Street
Allendale, SC 29810

New clinic sign-ups and free 
routine labs for underinsured 

and uninsured patients

Please bring an identification card if possible as well as any 
medications you are currently taking. Open to individuals ages 15+.

Call 833-625-4584 (833-MBL-HLTH) to schedule an appointment 
or for additional information.

Diabetes, Hypertension, Asthma, Hypothyroidism, Anemia

Pap Smears, Referrals for Mammograms, 
Sexually Transmitted Disease (STDs)

Patient Health Questionnaire-9 (PHQ-9)

Chronic Care Management 

Women's Health

Mental Health Navigation

Routine Lab Tests

Lunch 
 provided!
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amplified the perspec-
tives we were able to take 
away from the program.”

Jackson also felt the pro-
gram was beneficial. “The 
Leadership South Caro-
lina sessions provided a 
comprehensive look into 
many of our state’s press-
ing challenges while also 
highlighting our state’s 
most valuable resources. 
The most valuable thing I 
learned as a member of the 
program is the importance 
of being a servant-leader 
and the value of cultivat-
ing and maintaining rela-
tionships,” said Jackson, 
Manager of Federal & 
State Government Strat-
egy for the South Carolina 
Ports Authority.

Both Huber and Jack-
son believe the program 
helped them grow as pro-
fessionals by expanding 
their knowledge of the 
entire state and the many 
different sectors, from 
tourism and economic 
development to K-12 and 
higher education. 

T h e  t w o  B a r n we l l 
County natives cite their 
class project as a highlight 
of the experience. Each 
year, Leadership South 
Carolina class members 
pursue a project to ad-
dress unmet needs in 
South Carolina. Projects 

have addressed, among 
other needs, senior care, 
hurricane relief, rural 
schools, dropout preven-
tion, literacy, and hunger 
relief. 

The 2022 class project 
was proposed by Huber 
and Jackson before being 
accepted by the group. 
Members used their time, 
treasure, and talent to 
help middle school stu-
dents from impoverished 
areas of South Carolina 
increase their financial 
literacy. Hundreds of 
seventh graders from 
Williston, Barnwell and 

Allendale attended a Re-
ality Fair in April at the 
Allendale campus of the 
University of South Caro-
lina Salkehatchie. 

“The primary focus was 
on assisting students in 
understanding the value of 
money, and class members 
led small group discussions 
and shared their experienc-
es with the students. The 
idea was to help students 
build sound money habits 
and avoid mistakes that can 
lead to lifelong struggles,” 
said Jackson. 

“I was overjoyed to 
have our class invest their 

time, talent, and trea-
sure in a project directly 
impacting my area and 
seeing our work culmi-
nate into an experience 
that impacted over 300 
students in Barnwell and 
Allendale counties was 
the cherry on top. Thank 
you to my company, Sa-
vannah River Nuclear 
Solutions, for sponsor-
ing this experience. I’m 
eternally appreciative of 
their investment in the lo-
cal community and in the 
professional development 
of their employees,” said 
Huber. 

They hope the event 
helped students build 
sound money habits and 
avoid mistakes that can 
lead to lifelong struggles. 

Though learning is a 
key focus of Leadership 
South Carolina, partici-
pants also enjoyed several 
fun social outings, includ-
ing attending the Carolina 
Cup horse race in Cam-
den and cruising around 
the Darlington Raceway.

The Leadership South 
Carolina Class of 2022 
graduated April 7 during 
a ceremony in Florence. 
Graduates and their fami-

lies heard brief remarks 
from Rick Jiran, a 2010 
graduate of Leadership 
South Carolina who is 
vice president of com-
munity relations for Duke 
Energy of South Carolina. 

“After graduating from 
the program, I was voted 
by class members to serve 
as a Leadership South 
Carolina Board of Trust-
ee, and I humbly look 
forward to serving our 
state on this board,” said 
Jackson. 

On April 21, members 
gathered at the State 
House for Leadership's 
Legislative Day. Lead-
ership graduates had a 
chance to meet with Gov. 
Henry McMaster, state 
lawmakers and other 
elected state officials, 
including Superinten-
dent of Education Mol-
lie Spearman. Graduates 
were also recognized dur-
ing sessions of both the 
House and the Senate. 
Twenty-two members of 
the General Assembly are 
Leadership South Caro-
lina graduates. 

Leadership South Caro-
lina is always looking 
for future members who 
want to impact their state. 
Apply online at www.
leadershipsc.com/appli-
cants. 

Jason Bristol, chairman of the Leadership South Carolina Board of Trustees, presents diplomas to Leadership 

South Carolina's Class of 2022 graduates in April, including Kristin Huber (left) and Mike Jackson (right).

and obtained an arrest 
warrant and a federal 
search warrant for his resi-
dence.  FBI executed the 
arrest and search with as-
sistance from the Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the South Carolina 
Department of Social Ser-
vices (DSS).  Chavis has 
remained in custody since 
that day.  FBI recovered 
photographs and videos 
of the abuse from Cha-
vis’s phone, and Chavis 

made admissions regard-
ing his conduct. Chavis 
ultimately pled guilty to 
the sexual exploitation of a 
minor and the production 
of child pornography.

United States District 
Judge Mary Geiger Lewis 
sentenced Chavis to 324 
months in federal prison, 
to be followed by 20 years 
of court-ordered supervi-
sion, restitution to be paid 
to two victims, and Chavis 
will have to register as a 

sex offender after release. 
There is no parole in the 
federal system. 

This case was brought 
as part of Project Safe 
Childhood, a nationwide 
initiative designed to pro-
tect children from online 
exploitation and abuse. 
Led by the United States 
Attorney’s Offices, Project 
Safe Childhood marshals 
federal, state and local 
resources to better locate, 
apprehend, and prosecute 

individuals who exploit 
children via the Internet, 
as well as identify and 
rescue victims. For more 
information, please visit 
www.projectsafechild-
hood.gov.

The case was investi-
gated by the FBI with 
critical assistance from the 
Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office and DSS. Assistant 
United States Attorney El-
liott B. Daniels prosecuted 
the case.

Sentenced: Justin Allen Chavis sent to federal prison for 
sexual misconduct with minor, child porn FROM PAGE 1A

Grant funding available
Grant funding in amounts up to $1,000 is available to 

qualified service providers in the areas of Early Child-
hood Education (4K to Grade 3) and Health/Fitness). 
Last year a total of $40,000 was awarded.

The Tri-County Community Foundation is a com-
munity-based organization supported by charitable 
donations to improve the quality of life in Barnwell, 
Allendale, and Bamberg counties. 

Eligible organizations include, but are not limited to, 
churches, public schools, municipal governments, civic 
groups, or other non-profit health/education entities.

The deadline for applications is October 1. Ap-
plications can be mailed to Tri-County Community 
Foundation, P.O. Box 160, Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 

For more information, contact Tim Moore at (803) 
259-2021. 
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Barnwell wins big 
over Bamberg, 35-7

I
n what  wa s  t houg ht 
by many to be a battle 
of two of the premiere 

football teams in the state, the 
Barnwell Warhorses galloped 
to an impressive 35-7 victory 
over the Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Red Raiders on Friday, Sep-
tember 2. 

Barnwell took the lead early 
and the strong Warhorse de-
fense did not let the visiting 
Red Raiders score until the 
very end of the game.

T h e  Ho r s e s  f o u n d  t h e 
end zone when quarterback 
Cam Austin connected with 
Ja’Quan Peeples for a 9-yard 
touchdown pass. Lane Evans 
added the extra point to give 
Barnwell a 7-0 lead with 9:35 
left in the first quarter. Both 
defenses dominated the rest 
of the first half, not allowing 
another score from either of-
fense.

Barnwell’s defense came up 
with a huge play in the second 
quarter. The Warhorse defense 
stopped Bamberg on third 
down, deep in Bamberg terri-
tory to force a punt attempt. 
Barnwell’s Shea Whitf ield 
broke free and blocked the 
Bamberg punt. The blocked 
punt went through the back 
of the end zone, resulting in 
a safety and a 9-0 score in 
favor of the Warhorses. That 
score would stand going into 
halftime. 

The second half saw an-
other st rong performance 
from the Warhorse defense 
and the BHS offense added 
some excitement, when Barn-
well’s star running back, Tyler 
Smith, threw a 20-yard touch-
down pass to Clay Pender on 
a fourth down play. The extra 
point was good from Evans 
for a 16-0 Barnwell lead.

The BHS defense, led by 
leading tacklers Jaden James, 
Maur ice Odom, a nd Shea 
Whitfield, stopped the Red 
Raiders offense on the next 
series. The Warhorse offense 
drove down to the Bamberg 
13 -yard l ine,  before Tyler 
Smith scored on a tough 13-
yard run with 21 seconds left 
in the third quarter. Smith 
would repeat the feat by scor-
ing another 13-yard touch-
dow n wit h 10:18 to go i n 
the game. Evans added the 
extra point for the 29-0 score. 
Ja’Quan Peeples added his 
second BHS touchdown on 
an 8-yard run with 3:27 left 
in the game to give Barnwell 
a 35-0 lead.

Bamberg did eventually get 
on the scoreboard, throwing 
a touchdown pass with just 
1.8 seconds left in the game, 
against several back-up de-
fenders. 

The final score was Barn-
well 35, Bamberg-Ehrhardt 7.

Tyler Smith had another 

great night, getting 23 carries 

Barnwell players, cheerleaders, and fan celebrate the Warhorses’ 35-7 victory over Bamberg. Photos Courtesy: Todd Teems

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

SPORTS SCHEDULE

FOOTBALL
Friday, September 9

• Barnwell at Orangeburg-
Wilkinson - 7:30 p.m.

• Williston-Elko at 
Branchville - 7:30 p.m.

• Bamberg at Blackville-
Hilda - 7:30 p.m. 

• WW King Academy at 
JDA - 7:30 p.m.

TENNIS
Thursday, Sept. 8

• Wade Hampton at 
Barnwell - 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 13 
• Barnwell at Ridgeland - 

5 p.m.
• Woodland at Williston-

Elko - 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Wednesday, Sept. 7

• Allendale-Fairfax at 
Blackville-Hilda - 5:30 p.m.

• Horse Creek at Barnwell 
- 5:30 p.m.

• Williston-Elko at 
Bamberg - 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 8
• JDA at Charleston 

Collegiate - 6 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 12
• Barnwell at Blackville-

Hilda - 7 p.m.
• JDA at Calhoun Academy 

- 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 13 
• Edisto at Barnwell - 7 p.m.
• Williston-Elko at 

Blackville-Hilda - 5:30 p.m.
• Crown Leadership at 

JDA - 6 p.m.

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

He is a 12th grader who 
plays Football, Basketball & 
Track.

Favorites…
*Food: Hibachi (Japanese)
*Movie/TV shows: Dragon 

Ball Z: Broly
*Snack: Skittles
*Coach: Dwayne Garrick
*Free time activity: Listening 

to music and working out
*Musician: NBA Youngboy
Goal for this season: To 

win the big dance (State 
Championship)

Coach’s quote: “Tyler is a 
team leader with a tremendous 
amount of talent and work ethic. 
He is a tough durable back who 
I think is the best in the state. 
His yards after contact is second 
to none.” - BHS Football Coach 
Dwayne Garrick

Tyler Smith
Barnwell High School

She is a 10th grader who 
plays Volleyball, Basketball 
& Softball.

Favorites…
*Food: Steak
*Movie/TV shows: Grey’s 

Anatomy
*Snack: Extra Cheddar 

Goldfish
*Coaches: Bart Owens & 

Jessica Stack
*Free time activity: Sleep 

and play volleyball
*Musician: Morgan Wallen
Goal for this season: “To 

play to the best of my ability, 
as a team, and as a family.”

Coach’s Quote: “Sydney 
is a great leader, does a great 
job setting up our offense, 
and is excellent with her 
communication skills.” - Bart 
Owens, volleyball coach

Sydney Owens
Jefferson Davis Academy

Warhorses enjoying a strong 35-7 victory. 

The Barnwell offense was ready for a big night against rival Bamberg.

The Warhorses work on their kicks during a pre-game warmup. 

See UNDEFEATED,  4B
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Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

One little, two little, three little monkeys,
Four little, five little, six little monkeys,
Seven little, eight little, nine little monkeys,
Ten little monkeys playing.

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that have the same sound
as the letter M in mom.

Point to the number
10 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s
large enough, have
your child trace the

number.

Cut out one of the monkeys
above. Put the monkey in
the middle of a newspaper
photo and say, “Monkey in

the middle.” Cut out a
picture, glue the monkey
in the middle, then fold the
picture down the center
to show your child how

to fold in the middle.

Crumple up a newspaper
page and wrap tape

around it to make a ball.
Throw the newspaper ball
back and forth, counting

from 1 to 10. Each
time someone drops

the ball, start counting
again.

Make a counting book.
Glue a newspaper photo
of a single object on a

sheet of paper and write a
large number 1. On

another sheet, glue a photo
of two objects, write a
large number 2. Repeat

until you have a counting
book that goes to 10.

My Counting BookTen TossMonkey BusinessMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

M is for Mom

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter M. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many        ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

m is for mom

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter M makes in
the word mom?

How many       ?

How many          ?

Fold a blank sheet of
paper down the middle
to make two columns.

Label one column Things
Parents Like. Label the
other Things Kids Like.

Look through the
newspaper with your child
to find pictures of things

for each column.

Parents and Kids
Show your child how to
spell his/her mother’s or

special adult friend’s name.
Then find the letters that

spell that name in the
newspaper. Draw a line
to connect each of the
letters in order to spell

the name. Say the letters
out loud.

Spell Mom’s Name

Help the baby monkey find its
way to Mama Monkey.
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On Aug u st  10 t h , 
Barnwell School 

District 45 faculty and 
s t a f f  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e 
start of a new school 
yea r  w it h  food,  f u n , 
a nd i n spi rat ion.  T he 
d i s t r ic t ’s  s t a f f  mem-
bers, board members, 
and leaders spent the 
d ay  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e 
start of the 2022-2023 
school year. 

During the event, ev-
eryone was entertained 
by the district’s special 
guest, Sam Glenn. For 
nearly three decades, 
S a m  G l e n n ’s  i n s p i -
rat ion a l  a nd a r t i s t ic 
speeches have impacted 
audiences of all sizes - 
some audiences as large 
as 75,000 people at sta-
dium events. Sam has 
spoken for just about 
every industry you can 
imagine, including cli-
ents such as Walmart 
and NFL teams. 

His message is uni-
versal - when it comes 
to att itude, nobody is 
e xc lude d.  He  f i r m ly 
believes organizations 
get bet ter when their 
people get better, and 
i t  a l l  s t a r t s  w it h  at-
t i t ude.  Accord i ng  to 
S a m,  at t i t ude  i s  t h e 
dr iver of everything, 
and he recharges and 
rekindles that positive 
spark t hat  empowers 
leaders to give, do and 
be their best. 

T h r o u g h o u t  h i s 
per for ma nce,  he  had 
BSD45 staff laughing at 
his comedic anecdotes, 
e ngag i ng  i n  h i s  s to -
ries, and amazed with 
the art he incorporates 
dur i ng t he presenta-

tion. The final art piece 
displayed a beaut i ful 
eagle to symbolize that, 
“United we are strong, 
and we rise together.” 
The painting will now 
travel school to school 
for students and staff 
to enjoy. 

According to BSD45 
attendees, Sam Glenn 
is an expert at igniting 
personal  a nd profes -
sional positivity. 

Wit h  t h e  t h e me  of 
“Empower,  Energ ize, 
and Engage,” dist r ic t 
s t a f f  s p e n t  t h e  d a y 
with colleagues laugh-
ing and preparing for 
t he  2022-2023  sc hool 

year.  Throughout the 
event, as staff members 
enjoyed t he food ca-
tered by Hogg Heaven, 
presenters announced 
prizes and played mu-
sic for the large crowd 
gat hered at  Bar nwel l 
E le me nt a r y  S c ho ol ’s 
Multipurpose Room to 
celebrate the start of the 
new school year. Also 
ut i l i zed as  sur pr ises 
for the staff, Sam Glenn 
donated multiple paint-
ings to be given away in 
a special drawing.

According to Superin-
tendent Stapleton, “It is 
such a wonderful start 
to the year when our 

ent ire district staff is 
able to come together in 
a room full of laughter, 
smiles, and inspiration. 
As I looked around the 
room throughout our 
event, I felt so grateful 
to  work  w it h  suc h a 
dedicated and passion-
ate group of educators 
and support staff.”

Add i t i o n a l  p h o t o s 
from the event can be 
found on the district’s 
w e b p a g e .  M o r e  i n -
format ion about Sam 
Gle n n  c a n  b e  fo u nd 
at his official website: 
www.SamGlenn.com.

Contributed

Barnwell District 45

D45 staff celebrate start of new year

Barnwell District 45 employees started the school year with food, fun and inspiration during an August 10th opener.

Some employees walked away with paintings by Sam 

Glenn.

Artist and inspirational speaker Sam Glenn paints an eagle as he motivates 

Barnwell District 45 employees to maintain positive attitudes.

Some employees walked away with paintings by Sam 

Glenn.
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The Williston-Elko 
High School chap-

ter of the National Honor 
Society hosted a “Princess 
Tea Party” for young girls 
of the community on May 
21.  

Attendees and their 
mothers or family mem-
bers enjoyed refresh-
ments, while the prin-
cesses posed for pictures, 
worked on crafts, and had 
a dance party. By hosting 
this event, the National 
Honor Society aimed to 
promote literacy and a 
positive self-image for the 
young girls in the com-
munity. A princess story 
time was part of the event, 
and each child received a 
book of her own to take 
home, courtesy of Barn-
well County First Steps. 

The high school stu-
dents planned and hosted 
the event, and the WEHS 
chapter of the Nation-
al Honor society would 
like to thank all of those 
who participated, as well 
as those who partnered 
with them to make this 
event possible: Barnwell 
County First Steps, D29 
Superintendent Dr. Mar-

cella Shaw, the Katina 
Brown family, and First 
Baptist Church Williston. 
The National Honor Soci-
ety holds its members to 
high standards of service, 

character, leadership, and 
scholarship.

The event was so suc-
cessful that the National 
Honor Society hopes to 
host it on an annual basis.

Contributed

Williston-Elko High

Girls dressed up as princesses for the inaugural 

Princess Tea hosted by the Williston-Elko High School 

National Honor Society on May 21.

WEHS NHS holds “Princess Tea Party”

Winfield Heights Christian Kindergarten in Williston held their 5K graduation ceremony on May 17, 2022. 

Prior to the graduation, the 3K, 4K, and 5K students performed a play called Round Up at the WHCK Corral. 

Graduates pictured left to right: (front row) Colton Blume, Abby Oswald, Brantlee Cook, Ellison Lott; (second 

row) Trace Furtick, Declan Jackson, Grace Renew, Adalynn Grady; (back row) Beckham Aldrich, Kash Jones, 

Chandler Roberts, Dretynn Morris, Aiden Martin, Christian Brady; not pictured is Teal McCoy.

The Creation Station graduated their 19th class on Saturday, May 14, 2022 during their Disney-themed Spring 

Program. The graduation was held at First Baptist Church with over 500 in attendance. The 4k graduates 

recited their Old and New Testament books of the Bible, as well as the 10 commandments. The graduates this 

year included: Andrew Bridges, Bexley Beach, Cade Bolen, Colston Still, Aiden Fralick, Gavin Hamilton, Harlyn 

Grubbs, Henry Logan, Isaiah Norton, Tyler Langford, Mary Quinn Joye, Remington Still, and Xander Collins.

Area High school students will have a special 
opportunity to meet recruiters from more than 
90 colleges and universities and win scholarships 
totaling $10,000 at CSRA College Night, Thurs-
day, Sept. 15, 5-8:30 p.m., at the James Brown 
Arena, Augusta, Georgia. Admission is free and 
open to the public.

The arena will be filled with seminars, career 
and counseling centers, and helpful exhibits 
manned by representatives from colleges, uni-
versities and technical schools from throughout 
the U.S. In addition, members from local profes-
sional societies will be prepared to provide ben-
eficial information in areas such as engineering, 
management, chemical and nuclear science.

“We’re thrilled to be back in-person once again 
serving the needs of area students,” said Kim 
Mitchell, SRNS Education Outreach. “We strive 
to provide opportunities that allow students to 
explore options for higher education and path-
ways that lead to great careers.”

College Night provides a way for CSRA stu-
dents and parents to:

• Obtain information on educational opportu-
nities, admission requirements and tuition;

• Attend seminars to get information about 
HOPE and LIFE scholarships, SRS Apprentice-
ships, WORC scholarships and financial literacy;

• Visit a counseling center that will be open 
throughout the evening where students and par-
ents can seek advice about the college application 
process from high school advisors and admis-
sions professionals;

• Visit a career exploration area where students 
can discover their options after college. Students 
will be able to participate in a quick “card sort” in-
terest inventory to validate their career choice; and

• Register to participate in the drawing for a 
$1,000 scholarship. Students must attend and 
register in person at CSRA College Night to be 
eligible. To qualify for a College Night scholar-
ship, students must be high school seniors and 
graduate with a GPA equal or above 2.5 on a 4.0 
scale or equivalent.

“The atmosphere of the event is actually pretty 
exciting,” said Mitchell. “There are scholarships 
to be won and important decisions to be made.”

The event is now entering its third decade of 
service to area high school students. “Well over 
$300,000 in scholarship funding has been offered 
to the tens of thousands of students who have at-
tended College Night in the past. The generosity 
of our scholarship sponsors and much appreciat-
ed help from more than 100 volunteers are major 
reasons why this effort is consistently so success-
ful each year,” added Mitchell.

CSRA College Night is sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy-Savannah River Opera-
tions Office, Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, 
SRP Federal Credit Union, South Carolina Soci-
ety for Professional Engineers, iHeart Media and 
Centerra. 

For more information, visit the College Night 
web site at http://www.srs.gov, click on Outreach, 
then Education Outreach Programs, then CSRA 
College Night: http://www.srs.gov/general/out-
reach/edoutrch/coll_night.htm

15 graduate from Winfield 
Heights Christian Kindergarten

Creation Station graduates 
19th class with Disney theme

Mark Your Calendars: 

CSRA College Night set 
for September 15

Members of the National Honor Society at Williston-Elko High School sponsored 

the Princess Tea Party. 
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for 205 yards and 2 rush-
ing touchdowns to go 
along with his passing 
touchdown. Cameron 
Aust in added a pass-
ing touchdow n. Clay 
Pender had 2 catches, 
including the pass from 
Smith. Ja”Quan Peeples 
only touched the ball 
3 times for the Horses, 
but found the end zone 
twice, one by ground 
and one through the air.

Barnwell head coach 
Dwayne Garr ick sa id 
this was “a great win 
versus a quality oppo-
nent. I am very proud of 
our players and coaches. 
Th is week we play a 
AAA team (Orangeburg-
Wi l k i n s o n)  t h at  h a s 
plenty of athletes that 
will give us all we want. 
We will need to have a 
great week of practice to 
come out on top.” Gar-
rick added “I am proud 
of our o-line. They take 
a tremendous amount of 
pride in what they do to 
open holes for all of our 
backs.”

The Warhorses travel 
to Orangeburg this Fri-
day, September 9. Kick-
off is at 7:30 p.m.

Barnwell volleyball defeats Williston-Elko

Karrie Bolen with another winner against Williston. 

Barnwell defeated Williston in 3 straight games August 

29. Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Barnwell’s defense frustrated the Bamberg offense all night long.

Karrie Bolen performs with the Barnwell twirlers. 

The Warhorses warm up before their game against Bamberg-Ehrhardt on Sept. 2.

The Warhorse cheerleaders chat before the game against Bamberg.

The Barnwell High JROTC color guard presents the 

American flag for the National Anthem. 

Undefeated: 
Warhorses 
keep winning

FROM PAGE 1A

Photos Courtesy: Todd Teems
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Mysterious 
Mummy

Once Upon a Time there was 
a strange mummy and …

Finish this story.

The verb preserve means 
to keep something in good 
condition for future use.

PRESERVE

Try to use the word preserve 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Ancient Egyptians made 
mummies of people and 
animals to preserve their 
bodies for the afterlife.

This week’s word:

Follow these steps to draw a scarab beetle. 
Invite a friend or family member 

to draw one, too.

1

2

3

4

5

6

ANSWER: Because they don’t like to unwind.

Look through the newspaper for articles and 
ads about pets. How many can you find? 
Make a graph to show how many are about 
each kind of pet. How many are about dogs? 
How many about cats?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow written directions.

Pets in the News

      ot all mummies are made by people. 
        Some get accidentally mummified, or 
preserved, by nature. This happened to a 
young mammoth more than 40,000 years ago.

Archeologists named her Lyuba 
(lay-OO-BAH). They think she got stuck 
and sunk into some deep mud. The 
mud dried around her and preserved 
her for tens of thousands of years.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

J

F

H

T

O

L

C

U

Q

F

X

B

D

E

I

R

D

T

R

D

T

O

D

H

T

P

Y

G

E

E

D

D

T

E

S

K

M

U

D

V

O

I

B

A

P

A

T

D

K

R

G

E

D

A

K

P

L

J

D

E

S

S

I

T

R

L

A

T

L

S

Y

E

A

R

S

A

A

R

S

E

E

M

U

M

M

Y

C

T

W

R

S

L

I

O

W

N

U

S

B

P

BODIES

CLOTH

DOGS

DRIED

EGYPT

MUD

MUMMY

OILS

PRESERVED

SALTS

SCARAB

SUN

TALK

WRAPPED

YEARS

Message 
Carriers

Mammoth Mummy

  n ancient Egypt, people believed in 
   life after death. They wrapped up loved 
ones, even pets and other animals, to 
preserve their bodies after death.

I

N

News Number 
Puzzles

Standards Link: Math: Calculate 
sums and differences.

Imagine each letter of 
the alphabet was a 

number. A=1, B=2, C=3 
and so on. Using that 
number code, change 

each letter in a headline 
into a number. Then add 

up those numbers. 
Which headline has the 
highest number? Which 

one has the lowest?

The scarab beetle was very ________________ to ancient 
Egyptians. Scarab beetle mummies have been ___________ with 

human mummies, often placed ________ the heart.

The Egyptians believed that scarabs were _______________ 
of their god Khepri. They believed Khepri ____________ 

the sun across the sky each day, just like a scarab beetle 
would roll up and move a ball of dung.

The scarab beetle was a symbol of rebirth. That is because 
the sun _____________________ each day and 

rises again the next day.

Replace the missing words.

Ancient Egyptians 
believed some 
animals could talk to 
the gods. They would mummify an animal to send 
a message to a god.

It took time to make a mummy, or 
mummify, an animal. First, the animal’s 
  organs were removed. The body was 
    rubbed with salts to dry it out. Then, 
      it was covered in special oils and 
       wrapped in cloth.

      Some animals were put into special 
     jars made to look like them.

Mummified Zoo
Archeologists have also found other 
animals mummified by ancient 
Egyptians. Use the code to reveal 
some of these animals.

a

b

c d

e f
g

h
i

j
k

n
l

m

o p q

r
s

t

u v
w x

y
z

There is a burial ground in Egypt 
that has millions of mummified dogs. 
It’s believed there are eight million 
dogs buried there! This site is called 
Saqqara (suh-KAHR-uh).

Tomb of the Dogs
Dog Catacombs:

The pyramids at Giza are “guarded” by a huge 
statue with the body of a lion and the head of a king. 

Circle every other letter to see what it is called.

T S O P K H L I Y N C X

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 


