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Educators, law enforcement 
officers, and community leaders 
joined together to learn about 
gang prevention and methods 
of creating a safer future for the 
youth of Barnwell County. 

Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office (BCSO) deputies joined 
with educators from Barn-
well School District 45 and the 

Barnwell County Consolidated 
School District as well as local 
clergy members to learn from 
Dr. A.V. Strong Jr.

The captivating conversation 
was led by Dr. Strong, an anti-
gang advocate, former gang 
task force officer, author, pas-
tor, and former gang member, 
who now travels the nation as 
a motivational speaker. 

“We have to get the commu-
nity together to fight the gang 
problem, to fight the drug prob-
lem, and to regain trust with 

each other in the community,” 
said Barnwell County Sheriff 
Steve ‘Grits’ Griffith, who co-
ordinated the event alongside 
Reverend Donald Goode of St. 
Mary’s Baptist Church in Mar-
tin and pastoral committees. 

“It's going to educate the 
community more about gang-
led activity,” said Rev. Goode. 
“When you see gang signs and 
signals, you don't even know 
what you're looking at half the 

A ‘Strong’ take on gang violence 

SLED Chief Mark Keel, a Barnwell native, hangs a plaque in memory of his uncle, Barnwell officer 

Charles Harvey Birt, during the July 27 S.C. Law Enforcement Officers Hall of Fame. Contributed Photo

See GANGS, 12A

New principals named 
at Guinyard-Butler

Guinyard-Butler Middle 
School (GBMS) has a new 
leadership team. 

Michael Beasley is now the 
GBMS principal after previ-
ously serving as an assistant 
principal at Barnwell High. 
This is his 26th year in educa-
tion, including his fifth at Barn-
well District 45. He previously 
worked 21 years at Blackville-
Hilda Public Schools, includ-
ing as Blackville-Hilda High 
principal and athletic director. 

“I’m looking forward to the 
opportunity to work with the 
students, staff parents, and 
community at Guinyard-Butler 

Middle School. Our staff will 
work to provide the best pos-
sible educational experiences 
for all stakeholders,” said 
Beasley. 

He takes the reins from 
Denise James, who had been 
serving as interim principal 
following the departure of Jon 
Burdge in the middle of last 
school year. James has tran-
sitioned to the director of the 
district’s new Star Academy 
for the 2022-2023 school year, 
which will be an integral part 
of the middle-level offerings 
within the district. 

“She has been working to 
prepare the rosters and sched-
ules for the program, which 
will be housed on the GBMS 

Three fallen 

officers inducted 

into Hall of Fame

See PRINCIPALS, 11A

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Two BHS players 
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pre-season watch list,,
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Charles Harvey Birt Dustin Beasley Stephen Jones

Three fallen Barnwell Coun-
ty law enforcement officers 
were inducted into the S.C. 
Law Enforcement Officers Hall 
of Fame. 

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Public Safety held 
induction ceremonies on July 
27 – both virtually and with 
guests – to formally induct 14 
officers into the Hall of Fame. 

“2021 was another difficult 
time for the law enforcement 
community in South Carolina 
as we laid to rest 11 officers 
across our state,” said SCDPS 

Director Robert G. Woods IV. 
“The ceremony today recog-
nizes each of those officers, 
along with several from many 
years ago, and allows us to 
come together with the families 
and the departments to remem-
ber and honor their service and 
contributions as they are for-
mally and rightfully inducted 
into the S.C. Law Enforcement 
Officers Hall of Fame.”

Three of the 14 recognized 
this year historical inductees 
dating as far back as 1874. 
Included is Barnwell police of-
ficer Charles Harvey Birt who 
died in 1971 of a heart attack 
while chasing a suspect. 

Of the remaining 11 officers 
inducted into the Hall of Fame 

for 2021, seven died of com-
plications from COVID-19; 
two died in collisions; one was 
struck and killed by a vehicle; 
and one died by vehicle assault. 
Two Blackville natives are 
included, including Stephen 
Unique Jones, a Barnwell police 
officer, and Dustin Michael 
Beasley, a North Augusta Pub-
lic Safety officer who previous-
ly worked in Barnwell County. 
Both Jones and Beasley died of 
COVID-19 complications.

The addition of these 14 new 
inductees brings the total num-
ber of South Carolina officers 
who are honored in the Hall of 
Fame Memorial Room to 418.

Alexandra Whitbeck 
& Jonathan Vickery

Staff

See REMEMBERED, 10A

Who filed for Barnwell 
County Consolidated 

School Board?

Candidates have filed to 
run for the Barnwell County 
Consolidated School District 
(BCCSD) Board in all seven 
districts except district two. 

According to Naomi De-
Frenn, Director at Barnwell 
County Board of Elections & 
Registration, it'll be the first 
time these seven districts will 
be on the ballot. This comes 
with the recent consolidation 
of Williston-Elko District 29 
and Blackville-Hilda District 
19. 

Here are the candidates for 
each district: 

● District One: Teresa B. 

Hughes 
● District Two: No candi-

date filed. 
● District Three: Kathryn 

Liana Orr
● District Four: Timothy 

J. Scott 
● District Five: Ronald J. 

Brown 
● District Six: Catrena L. 

Hughes-Parker & Edward F. 
Rockwell Jr. 

● District Seven: Ethel T. 
Faust  

With no candidate filed for 
district two, a potential can-
didate must run by write-in. 

“All of them will have a 
write-in against them if any-
body wanted to write in, but 
since no one filed for district 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

See CANDIDATES, 11A

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Michael Beasley (left) is the new principal of GBMS while Henrietta 

Williams (center) is the new assistant principal. Denise James 

(right) is the director of the new Star Academy.

Bandanas or ‘flags’ given to Dr. A.V. Strong Jr. by former gang 

members who left their gang under Strong’s influence. 
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The Will iston Town 
Council recognized three 
town employees for ex-
emplary service and dedi-
cation at their monthly 
meeting on Monday, Au-
gust 8 where they also dis-
cussed a raise in resident’s 
water bill, and updates on 
recreation. 

Before the recognition 
began, Councilman Eric 
Moody updated those in 
attendance on the critical 
condition of Councilman 
William Toney in what he 
referred to as “almost a 
council changing experi-
ence.”

Councilman Toney was 
in the hospital at the time 
of the meeting, and ac-
cording to Councilman 
Moody, he was put on a 
ventilator for ailments not 
related to the COVID-19 
virus. 

According to Council-
man Moody on Tuesday, 
August 9, Councilman 
Toney is now in stable con-
dition and doing better. 

C o u n c i l m a n  K u r t 
Odermatt led the invoca-
tion where those pres-
ent prayed in unison for 
the continued strength of 
Councilman Toney. 

Staff Recognition 
In Mayor Brett Wil-

liams’ absence, Town Ad-
ministrator Mike Beasley 
handed out plaques hon-
oring three important 
individuals in the Town 
of Williston. 

Betty Jordan, or “the face 
of Williston,” according 
to Mayor Williams, was 
recognized for 23 years 
of service. Jordan handles 
all questions, complaints, 
and queries residents may 
have as assistant town 
clerk. She is also one of 
the first welcoming faces 
many new residents meet 

when moving to the area. 
Administrator Beasley 

read the words of Mayor 
Williams, who said Jordan 
knew “the town like the 
back of her hand.”  

Three chiefs have cycled 
through at the Williston 
Police Department (WPD) 
during Joanne Cagle’s 
career as administrative 
assistant to the WPD. For 
25 years, Cagle has dili-
gently worked alongside 
law enforcement to ensure 
the community feels pro-
tected. 

In Mayor Wil l iams’ 
speech, Administrator 
Beasley described Cagle 
as reliable and dedicated. 

Cagle was supported 
by multiple WPD officers 
in attendance, including 
Chief James Gainey and 
Captain Roger Kaney. 

Mark Carroll is one of 
the longest serving mem-
bers of the Town of Willis-
ton staff serving the town 
for 35 years. Carroll is now 
the water maintenance su-
pervisor, and knows every 
spigot, line, and drain in 
Williston, according to 
Mayor Williams’ speech. 

Mayor Williams com-
mended Carroll for always 
being available to help a 
resident with a water is-
sue and his dedication to 
his career. 

Each honoree was pre-
sented with a plaque, rep-
resenting their achieve-
ments and recognition 
from the town. 

Waste Fees Raised 
At the previous town 

meeting, the council in-
troduced Amendment 62-
40 to Ordinance 2022-02, 
which raised solid waste 
fees for both residen-
tial and non-residential 
households. 

Residential roll-out carts 
will now be $16, and non-
residential roll-out carts 
will be $22. This shows a 
$3 increase in both based 
on the previous rate of $13 

and $19, respectively. Each 
rate will be assessed per 
household based on waste 
and location. 

T he  mont h ly  sol id 
waste removal fee is not 
set by the council, but by 
the companies hired to 
remove the trash. This 
amendment was effective 
upon approval by council. 

Recreation Update
“We got a lot of feed-

back from the commu-
nity,” said Recreations 
and Activities Committee 
Chairman Joe Welch. 

Chairman Welch pro-

posed to the council con-
cerns he has heard from 
the community in regard 
to the Best on the Block 
BBQ Cook Off on Satur-
day, September 10. 

The Best on the Block 
BBQ Cook Off is a com-
munity-wide cooking 
competition held at the 
Academy Street field in 
Williston where individu-
als can sign up to cook 
their choice of pulled-
pork, ribs, or chicken to 
be ranked by a panel of 
judges. 

Chairman Welch pro-

posed to the council invit-
ing a beer truck to join the 
festivities. 

Chairman Welch de-
scribed allowing a beer 
truck at this event would 
serve as a litmus test for 
the upcoming Wonder-
ful Williston Weekend. 
He suggested that, if ap-
proved by council, this 
could provide insight to 
gauge how the commu-
nity responds to events 
where alcohol is allowed. 

I f  approved by the 
council, the strong po-
lice presence that was 

already planned to be 
had at the cookoff will 
increase. Chairman Welch 
explained that having 
one truck serving beer 
allows for organizers to 
gauge how much people 
are drinking and what 
they are drinking. 

Personal coolers with al-
coholic beverages will not 
be permitted at this event. 

The Town of Williston 
has a specific ordinance 
against serving alcohol 
in public. Section 54-103 
of Article IV, Offenses 
Against the Peace states, 
“It shall be unlawful for 
any person to consume 
alcoholic liquors, beers, 
ale, porter or wine on the 
street, sidewalk, or any 
public property.” 

According to council 
members, this will require 
an amendment to the or-
dinance and requires fur-
ther council consideration. 

For more information 
on Williston’s Best on the 
Block BBQ Cook Off, join 
the Williston Recreation 
& Activities Committee 
page on Facebook or visit 
the Williston Town Hall 
to sign up. There is a $20 
registration fee and a $10 
fee per category entered. 

In the closing reports 
from the mayor and ad-
ministrator, Administra-
tor Beasley updated the 
council about positive 
feedback he has received 
about the new town news-
letter included with every 
resident’s water bill. 

Administrator Beasley 
also is working with the 
heads of each department 
in submitting weekly re-
ports to facilitate further 
communication between 
the town and the depart-
ments. 

All ordinances and in-
formation regulating the 
town can be found at Wil-
liston Town Hall located 
at 13112 Main Street, Wil-
liston. 

Town of Williston recognizes service

Betty Jordan (center) was recognized for 23 years of service. She's pictured with council 

members Eric Moody, Adadra Neville, Kurt Odermatt, Annie Tyler, and Scott Valentine. 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Joanne Cagle (center) was recognized for 25 years of service. She's pictured with council 

members Eric Moody, Adadra Neville, Kurt Odermatt, Annie Tyler, and Scott Valentine. 

Mark Carroll (center) was recognized for 35 years of service. He's pictured with council 

members Eric Moody, Adadra Neville, Kurt Odermatt, Annie Tyler, and Scott Valentine. 

Keep Barnwell County 
Beautiful (KBCB), soon to 
be an official affiliate of 
the Keep America Beauti-
ful organization, recently 
partnered with the Barn-
well Farmer’s Market to 
share with members of 
the county how they can 
help continue the efforts 
being made to keep their 
communities beautiful.  

Interim Coordinator 
of KBCB and Count y 
Councilman Ben Kinlaw, 
SouthernCarolina Alli-
ance’s Regional Beautifi-
cation Marketing Coor-
dinator Graci Hiers, City 
Councilwoman Peggy 
Kinlaw and owner of 
Rivendell Farms Margo 
Huggins distributed in-
formational handouts 

about the beautification 
efforts, as well as free 
seeds of a variety of flow-
ers and herbs to mem-
bers of the community as 
they encouraged them to 
beautify their yards. Mrs. 
Kinlaw and Huggins both 
serve on the KBCB board. 

Owner of Rivendell 
Farms, a farmette and 
homestead located in Wil-
liston, Huggins is knowl-
edgeable when it comes 

to the agricultural side of 
beautification in a com-
munity. She believes that 
the beautification of space 
goes deeper than just re-
moving litter. 

“I am honored to serve 
on the Barnwell County 
chapter of Keep America 
Beautiful because I am 
adamant about picking 
up trash and controlling 
litter in general,” says 
Huggins. “By planting 

and growing flowers and 
plants in our community, 
we are also creating a 
habitat for insects, birds, 
and other wildlife. It is 
our responsibility to keep 
our county beautiful for 
ourselves and the crea-
tures we share it with.”  

To learn more about 
Keep Barnwell County 
Beautiful and how you 
can get involved, visit 
Keep Barnwell Coun-

ty Beautiful’s Facebook 
page,  or  contac t  Ben 

Kinlaw at bccd5kinlaw@
gmail.com.  

Keep Barnwell County Beautiful spreads community pride

Gracie Hiers, Peggy Kinlaw, and Margo Huggins discuss beautification efforts while 

handing out seeds at the Barnwell Farmers Market. 

Graci Hiers
SouthernCarolina Alliance 
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Four workforce train-
ing courses with nation-
al certifications are be-
ing offered at Palmetto 
Training, Inc., for free 
to Barnwell residents 
through scholarships 
provided by the South-
ern Carolina Regional 
Development Alliance 
and Rural Development 
Partners. 

One of the courses be-
ing offered at Palmetto 
Training, Inc.’s Fairfax 
location is Certified 
Production Technician 
with a certification from 
the National Center for 
Construction Education 
and Research (NCCER). 
This two-week program 
is being offered from 
October 3 to 14. The cost 
is $1,500 for individuals 
living outside of Barn-
well County, but free to 
Barnwell residents. 

Also offered is an 

Introduction to Com-
puterized Numerical 
Control (CNC) Manu-
facturing with certifica-
tions with the National 
Institute for Metalwork-
ing Skills (NIMS) and 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
(OSHA). This course is 
offered from October 17 
to 28 and costs $1,500 for 
anyone living outside of 
Barnwell County. Again, 
this course is free to 
Barnwell residents. 

A course in welding 
will also be available. 
Those who complete 
this course will receive 
a NCCER certification. 
The cost for this course 
is $5,800 to those liv-
ing outside of Barnwell 
County. It is being of-
fered in an 11-week-pro-
gram through October 
31 to January 27, 2023.

Lastly, a South Caroli-
na Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) Course 
is available to those 18 
years or older and who 
have a valid S.C. driver’s 

license. The CDL course 
is being offered at a date 
to be determined until 
Palmetto Training, Inc., 
hires an instructor. 

According to Mary 
Kinlaw of Palmetto 
Training, Inc., each 
course will accept up 
to ten participants. 
Barnwell residents can 
only take one course 
for free and tuition will 
be charged for any ad-
ditional courses. Inter-
ested participants liv-
ing outside of Barnwell 
County will be respon-
sible for the cost of each 
course taken. 

The training location 
is at 3791 Allendale Fair-
fax Hwy., Fairfax. 

For more information 
about the CDL instruc-
tor position, to register 
for any of these courses, 
or for more informa-
tion about this training 
opportunity, call Mary 
Kinlaw at Palmetto 
Training, Inc., by phone 
at (803) 934-6829 or 
email palmettotraining.

Free workforce courses, certifications available 
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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The Wall Street Market 
welcomes vendors and 
patrons to explore all that 
Barnwell County business-
es have to offer. 

Saturday, August 13 was 
one of the last four remain-
ing markets of 2022, includ-
ing the nighttime Christ-
mas market on Dec. 3. 

At the August market 
were vendors selling a vari-
ety of crafts and handmade 
goods as well as promoting 
their business. 

The Wall Street Market 
was created by the Barnwell 
Development Association 
(BDA) to help grow busi-
nesses located downtown. 

“We wanted to do some-

thing in between the fes-
tivals to have something 
happening downtown,” 
said BDA Treasurer Amy 
Davis. “Part of the  Barn-
well Development Associa-

tion is to help put on some 
events in town and to help 
keep businesses open.”

The remaining dates for 
The Wall Street Market, 
held on Wall St. off the 
Circle in Barnwell, are Sep-
tember 10, October 8, and 
the Christmas Night Mar-
ket on December 3. 

“All of our vendors are 
required to bring a tent and 
a table, and they can't set 
things on the ground un-

less it's meant to go on the 
ground,” said Davis. 

The market also serves 
as an outlet downtown 
where business owners 
without a storefront can 
sell their items. 

At the August 13 mar-
ket, The Cookie Coop, 
Mary&Martha, and Seren-
ity’s Italian Ice filled the 
Wall St. Market with every-
thing from home goods to 
sweet treats. 

At the Sept. 10 mar-
ket, a variety of vendors 
are set to attend. In addi-
tion to The Cookie Coop, 
Mary&Martha, and Seren-
ity’s Italian Ice, patrons can 
expect Color Street, Bren-
da’s Jewels & Gems, and 
Seafood Jungle. 

For more information or 
to sign up to be a vendor, 
visit www.barnwellda.com/
wall-st-market or BDA Wall 
Street Market on Facebook.

Wall Street Market welcomes vendors, shoppers
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Regular vendors include Jan Beasley (above left) who sells products of Mary&Martha and Donald Savage (above right) of Serenity Italian Ice Cream.
Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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BARNWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL

Lots of smiles and hugs filled 
the halls of Barnwell Primary 
School as students kicked off 
a new year on Monday, August 
15, excited to see old friends 
and meet their new teachers. 

August 15, 2022
Photos By: Jonathan 
Vickery / Publisher
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KELLY EDWARDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOLKELLY EDWARDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Photos By: Alexandra 
Whitbeck / Reporter

Students started another 
year of achievements at Kelly 
Edwards Elementary School 
(KEES) in Williston on Mon-
day, August 15. Whether being 
brought by a bus or a guardian, 
students were welcomed by the 
smiling faces of educators and 
staff. Kindergarteners entered 
KEES doors for the first time 
and headed to their class-
rooms ready for a year of new 
adventures. 

August 15, 2022
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MACEDONIA ELEMENTARY-MIDDLE SCHOOLMACEDONIA ELEMENTARY-MIDDLE SCHOOL

August 15, 2022 Photos By: Joseph Sanders / 
Contributing Photographer

Students at Mace-
donia Elementa-
ry-Middle School 
in Blackville were 
excited for their 
first day of school 
on Monday, Au-
gust 15. 
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BARNWELL – David F. Black Jr., 70, passed away 
August 10, 2022 surrounded by family at MUSC Health 
Columbia Medical Center, Columbia. 

Funeral services were held Sunday, August 14, 2022 
at 3 p.m. at Reedy Branch Baptist Church, Barnwell, 
with Rev. Harry Warren officiating. Burial followed at 
Reedy Branch cemetery with Military Honors. Visita-
tion was Saturday, August 13, 2022 at Dyches Funeral 
Home, Barnwell, from 6-8 p.m.

David was born to the late David and Roberta Black 
in Barnwell. He was active Army in Alaska in Strategic 
Communications from 1970-1972. From 1972-1976 he 
served in the National Guard with the 122nd Engineer 

Battalion. He retired after 35 years of service from Energy Solutions formerly known 
as Chem-Nuclear. He was a member of Reedy Branch Baptist Church where he 
served as a Sunday school teacher, deacon, and music director. He served on a mis-
sion trip to Taiwan and taught Odyssey of the Mind that went to World finals. He 
loved fishing and woodworking. He was a loving husband, father and grandfather 
and will be missed by many.

Survivors include his wife of 48 years, Patricia W. Black; one son, David (Erica) 
Black; one daughter; Phoebe (Mike) Davis; four sisters, Mary (Gregory) Brant, 
Trudy (Danny) Cheek, Patsy (David) Sawyer, Martha (Andy) Black; three brothers, 
Franklin Black, James (Vivian) Black, Rueben (Sheila) Black; eight grandchildren, 
Zoe, Zachery, Zander, Joseph, Baylee, Talon, Hannah (Andrew) Baird and Danielle 
Mims; two great-grandchildren, Carleigh Mae and Freya Elizabeth.

Preceded in death by his daughter, Catherine Amanda Leigh; grandson, Aiden 
Christian Baird; sister-in-law, Camella Black; nephew, Shane Brant; and niece, 
Rachael Green.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Reedy Branch Mission Fund, 411 
Reedy Branch Road, Barnwell, S.C. 29812.

The family has entrusted Dyches Funeral Home and Crematory with arrange-
ments.

The People-Sentinel 8/17/22

David F. Black Jr.
ELKO - Hunter Martin Allen, 25, of Elko passed away 

Saturday, August 6, 2022.
Born in Charleston, WV, he was the son of Michael 

and Rhonda Schumpert Allen. He was a graduate of 
Williston-Elko High School Class of 2015. He was a self-
employed computer technician. Hunter enjoyed fishing 
and spending time with his four-legged baby “Juice.”

Survivors include his parents, Michael and Rhonda 
Allen of Elko, S.C.; a daughter, Carleigh M. Allen of 
Hampton, S.C.; a brother, Michael Wyatt Allen of Elko, 
S.C.; a sister, Amanda (Shane) Keeler of WV; grandpar-
ents, Linda Allen Schumpert and the late Jessie Martin 
“Marty” Schumpert, Mildred Gregory Allen and the 

late James Dotha “Jim” Allen Jr.; a number of aunts uncles and cousins; additional 
family members include Robert and Shirley Drennen and Greg Drennen, all of WV.

He was preceded in death by his Uncle Jason Allen Schumpert.
The family will receive friends at the home of his parents, Michael and Rhonda 

Allen.
Memorials contribution may be given in Hunter’s memory to Folk Funeral Home 

P.O. Box 367, Williston, S.C. 29853.
Folk Funeral Home, Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com. 
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Hunter Martin Allen

John Anthony Blackwood passed away on August 
11, 2022 in Aiken. He was born on January 18, 1969 
in Barnwell. He was a loving son, brother, and uncle.

John is survived by his mother, Nancy. G. Blackwood; 
brothers, Maner P. (Libby) Blackwood III, Lawrence 
Blackwood, Michael (Lori) Blackwood, and Mark 
(Chrystie) Blackwood; sisters, Dosha (Gene) Blackwood, 
and Frances (Roy) Still; numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, and cousins; special friends Joe T., Joe A., 
James Morales, Beto and Monica, the Ibarra family, Dar-
ren and June Watkins, and Jimmy and Nancy Gunter.

He is predeceased by father, Maner P. “Buddy” 
Blackwood; sisters, Connie Rowell and Angela Jennings.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, August 16, 2022 at 11 a.m. at the Mole Funeral 
Home Chapel in Barnwell with Reverend Farrell Ray officiating. Visitation began 
one hour prior to the service, with graveside to follow at the Airport Cemetery in 
Barnwell. 

Mole Funeral Home assisted the family. Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com. 
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Lucille Smith Rowland, 76, passed away August 5, 
2022 in Aiken.

Lucille was born in Hampton County on October 17, 
1945 to the late Heyward Lee Smith and Julia Estelle 
Ward Hudson. She was a retired production worker 
with Mohawk Industries in Ulmer.

Lucille is survived by her children, James Richard 
(Sharlene) Rowland and Brenda Gail (Lee) Carroll; 
grandchildren, Christi Lynn Robinson, Kinlee Row-
land, Matthew Rowland, Danille All, and Lee “Bubba” 
Carroll Jr.; sister, Louise Hutto; brothers, Smitty Smith, 
Keith Smith, and Brian Smith; along with many nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased by a brother, Mark 

Smith.
A private family service will be held by Mole Funeral Home.
Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell is in charge of arrangements. Sign the online 

guestbook at molefh.com. 
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BARNWELL - Richard Mason Smoak, 22, of Barnwell, 
passed away peacefully on Friday, August 12, 2022, at 
AU Health in Augusta, GA. Richard was the son of Liz 
and the late Lee Smoak of Barnwell. He was a loving 
son, brother, father, grandson, uncle, and nephew. Just 
like his father, Richard loved the outdoors and working 
on roofs. He loved his family, and especially the light 
of his life, his daughter, Violet.

Richard loved fishing, being outdoors and on the 
water, as well as finding a good mud bogging hole. He 
had a heart of gold and always liked to joke around. To 
know Richard was to love him.

Survivors include his mother, Liz Gunnells Smoak 
of Barnwell; his pride and joy, his daughter, Violet Rose Smoak; sisters, Jessica 
Gunnells and Madison (Chris) Able of Aiken; niece and nephews, Emmalynn and 
Raylan Able, Dawson and Wyatt Williams and a soon-to-be born nephew, Corey 
Lee Able; grandparents, Raleigh and Myrtle Smoak of Barnwell, the late Brenda 
Coates Smoak and the late Dawson and Genevieve Gunnells of Olar; aunt, Debra 
(Rodney) Woodward of Appling, GA, and numerous cousins. Also, the mother of 
his child, Isabella Spoon of Charleston.

Pallbearers: Chris Able, James Smoak, Juston Williamson, Jacob Spoon, Christian 
Warren & Hunter Padgett.

Funeral services will be held at First Baptist Church Chapel of Barnwell at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, August 17, 2022, with Rev. Jeremy Creech officiating. Burial will 
follow in the Barnwell County Memory Gardens on Reynolds Road. The family will 
greet guests one hour prior to the service in the church chapel. 

Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell is assisting the family. Sign the online guestbook 
at molefh.com. 
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VIRGINIA - Sandra Shannon, 75, of Salem, VA (for-
merly Barnwell, S.C.), passed away July 29, 2022 at 
Salem Terrace with her son by her side. Funeral services 
will be held Saturday, August 20, 2022 at 11 a.m. at 
Dyches Funeral Home Chapel with Tim Britt officiat-
ing. Visitation will be held one hour prior to service and 
burial will be at Barnwell Memory Gardens.

She was born on October 19, 1946, to Lee and Marie 
Clement in Greensboro, N.C. Sandra attended George 
Washington High School in Danville, VA and Radford 
High School in Radford, VA and was a proud member of 
the class of 1965. She went on to attend James Madison 
University where she was a member of the first class to 

graduate from the speech therapy program. Her years at Radford and James Madi-
son also brought her together with some of her dearest friends, Jenny and Sue with

whom she remained close with until the very end. She also received her master’s 
degree from South Carolina State University by attending night classes while work-
ing full time and raising her son.

She taught in Barnwell School District 45 for 34 years as one of three speech 
therapists. She worked alongside Mrs. Emma Neal and Mrs. Sonny Parler whom 
became some of her best friends. Upon her retirement, Sandra moved to Salem, VA 
to be closer to her family. She remained close with many of her Barnwell friends and 
particularly looked forward to her daily calls with her dear friend Joyce Perkins.

She was an active member of First Baptist Church in Barnwell where she was a 
member of the Choir, the living Christmas tree and helped with youth group din-
ners. Sandra enjoyed spending time with her

family, especially her parents Lee and Marie, her sister Mary and her family, and 
son Travis and his family. She loved the beach and celebrating the 4th of July with 
float races and sparklers and always

enjoyed traveling with Sue and Jenny.
Sandra is survived by her son, Dr. Travis Shannon and his wife Dr. Michele Mills; 

grandsons, Ashton and Chase; sister, Mary McCracken and husband John; niece, 
Kristy Seredni and husband Mark, great nephews Max and Cooper; nephew Adam 
McCracken and wife Julie, great niece Sydney and great nephew Tyler; and niece 
Jennifer Wray and great nephews Brayden, Cayson and Walsmley.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Lee and Marie Clement.
The family has entrusted Dyches Funeral Home and Crematory (11327 Ellenton 

Street, Barnwell, SC 29812) with arrangements. 
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BARNWELL - Susie Francis Atkinson Wood, 96, wid-
ow of Robert Carrol Wood, passed away on Wednesday, 
August 10, 2022 at home in Barnwell.

Susie was born in Hawthorne, FL on November 18, 
1925 to the late John J. and Lottie Mae Sweat Atkinson. 
She is better known by her “adopted” grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren as SuSu.

She loved unconditionally and would fight you in a 
minute over her family. At times she could be a little 
sassy and stubborn as a mule. She was an awesome 
cook, hard worker, someone you could count on, and 
she loved her family dearly.

Funeral services were held on Saturday, August 13, 
2022 at 3 p.m. in Siloam United Methodist Church, with Rev. Robert Mahuron 
officiating. Burial followed in the church cemetery. The family greeted guests one 
hour prior to the service at the church. 

She is survived by her loving daughter, Mary W. Still; and many “Adopted” 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her husband and parents; brothers, Floyd Atkinson and Tom Atkinson; sisters, 
Martha Parker and Sally Mae Roundtree.

Mole Funeral Home assisted the family. Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com. 
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BARNWELL - Tony Kneece Towne Sr., 67, of Barn-
well, passed away on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at his 
home surrounded by his family.

Born in Hilda on September 27, 1954 to William 
Thomas and Martha Rowell Towne. He was a 1972 
graduate of Blackville-Hilda High School. He was a 
member of the Hilda Masonic Lodge #426. He retired 
from Westinghouse with 29 years of service working his 
way from Associate Operator, Control Room Operator, 
Trainer and then Maintenance Supervisor. After he 
retired, he drove a truck for different individuals. He en-
joyed his yearly month of September trip to Lakewood 
Campground in Myrtle Beach to visit with his Sandlot 

buddies. He enjoyed taking care of his yard, planting a garden every summer and 
giving the majority of his produce away. He could make friends anywhere. He 
never met a stranger. He enjoyed socializing with friends especially Barry Creech’s 
Coffee Club and Reedy Branch Recycling Center. He enjoyed telling a good story. 
He loved his friends and his family, especially his grandchildren.

Survivors include his loving wife of 47 years, Cynthia Collins Towne; a daughter, 
Kimberly (Jon) Hurst of Barnwell; a son, Tony (Dorcas) Towne of Martinsburg, WV; 
grandchildren, Alyssa Rawlins, Sterling Hurst, Hailey Towne, MaHayley Hurst, 
Landon Covalt, Hunter Covalt, Ella Covalt, Easton Covalt, Denver Covalt, Avery 
Towne, and Tinley Towne; brother, Hayne (Linda) Towne of Hilda; sisters, Anna 
(Ricky) Williams of North, Judy (Johnny) McClary of Hilda, Susie (Billy) Dyches 
of Blackville, and Missi (JJ) Cruz of Barnwell; special friends, Richard and Brenda 
Switzer of Roanoke, VA .

Along with his parents, he was preceded in death by a brother, William Towne.
Funeral services will be held at 11 o’clock a.m., Saturday, August 20, 2022, at the 

Hilda Southern Methodist Church with the Reverends Ashley Howell and Anthony 
Taylor officiating; burial will follow in the Barnwell County Memorial Cemetery 
by the airport with Masonic Rites accorded. The family will receive friends from 6 
to 8 p.m. Friday, August 19th at Folk Funeral Home, Williston. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be sent to Hilda Southern Methodist Church Cemetery Fund, P.O. 
Box 69, Hilda, S.C. 29813.

Folk Funeral Home, Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrangements. 
Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com. 
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Remembered: Three locals added to S.C. Law Enforcement Hall of Fame FROM PAGE 1A

CHARLES HARVEY 
BIRT

Patro lman  Char les 
Harvey Birt influenced 
many people during his 
life, which was tragically 
cut short in the line of 
duty.

Born in Barnwell Coun-
ty on June 1, 1923 to Fred-
die C. and Ellen Ruth 
Hair Birt, he grew up on 
the family farm in Wil-
liston. The husband and 
father of two joined the 
U.S. Army in 1944 and 
served until his honor-
able discharge as a Ser-
geant in 1946. This led to 
a long career in the print-
ing industry, including 
running his own printing 
business. 

“He had a big heart and 
was full of personality,” 
said his daughter, Alice 
Willis of Barnwell, of how 
her father always helped 
people, including strang-
ers. Her brother, Charles 
Wesley Birt, passed away 
several years ago. 

His heart for helping 
led him to join the Barn-
well Police Department 
in 1969. 

“He was very well re-
spected by people. He 
was very outgoing and 
had a way of talking to 
people. He was able to 
deescalate situations,” 
said State Law Enforce-
ment Division (SLED) 
Chief Mark Keel, a native 
of Barnwell and Birt’s 
nephew.

The influence of his life 
and legacy led Chief Keel 
into the law enforcement 
profession. 

“Uncle Harvey is the 
reason I’m in law enforce-
ment today,” said Keel. 

Since Keel never knew 
his  grandparents ,  he 
looked at Birt as more of 
a grandfather figure than 
an uncle. They spent lots 
of time together, includ-
ing hunting, working in 
the print shop, and going 
on rides in his uncle’s 
patrol car as a teen. 

“He was always trying 
to help people. That’s 
why he got into law en-
forcement. He got into 
it for the same reason I 
got into it,” said Keel. 
“Unfortunately, he died 
doing it. I think he would 
have spent the rest of his 
career in law enforce-
ment.”

On December 24, 1971, 
Patrolman Birt was dis-
patched to a shoplifting 
in progress at a business 
on Main Street. Upon ar-
rival, the shoplifting sus-
pect fled and a foot pur-
suit ensued. Patrolman 

Birt chased the suspect 
but lost sight of him. Pa-
trolman Birt began hav-
ing chest pains and re-
turned to the Sundial in 
front of the courthouse. 
Shortly thereafter, he 
died of an apparent heart 
attack at the age of 48.

“I never have a Christ-
mas I don’t think about 
him,” said Keel, who was 
13 when his uncle died. 
The two were supposed 
to go dove hunting on 
Christmas.

About six months be-
fore his death, Birt had his 
first heart attack. As Birt 
recuperated at home, Keel 
would come over after 
school to sit with his uncle 
until his Aunt Mattie Lou 
got home from her job at 
the newspaper.  

The recognition of Pa-
trolman Birt was long 
overdue as it’s been more 
than 50 years since his 
death.

“I’m honored to be able 
to nominate him for the 
Hall of Fame and for him 
to be accepted. I’m also 
honored to be the one to 
hang his plaque,” said 
Keel. 

Chief Keel attended 
the Hall of Fame ceremo-
ny with about a dozen 
relatives, including his 
brother Harold Keel, Billy 
Dyches, and Birt’s daugh-
ter Alice Willis.  

“This event was a bright 
spot in my life. It meant 
a lot to me that after all 
these years my father 
wasn’t forgotten,” said 
Willis. 

Hearing her cousins re-
flect on her father’s legacy 
helped Willis realize just 
how many people her 
father influenced. 

DUSTIN MICHAEL 
BEASLEY

Dustin Michael Beasley 
grew up prioritizing ser-
vice, and carried this trait 
throughout his career in 
law enforcement.

Beasley attended Barn-
well schools until ninth 
grade, and completed 
his high school years at 
Blackville-Hilda. He then 
studied criminal justice 
at the University of South 
Carolina until deciding 
he wanted to become an 
officer. 

“It was heartwarming 
to know that he wanted to 
go into that profession,” 
said his father, Mike Beas-
ley. Mike currently serves 
as the Town of Williston 
Administrator and previ-
ously served as mayor of 
Blackville. “Myself and 
his mother always be-
lieved in service.”

“When he told me he 
wanted to be a police 
officer or a law enforce-
ment officer, I said, ‘Re-
ally? Where'd that come 
from?’ But, it goes back to 
service,” said Mike. 

Beasley began his career 
working for the Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
and then the Barnwell 
Police Department. He 
then worked as an officer 
for the Williston Police 
Department, where Mike 
notes his son found one 
of his favorite traits about 
law enforcement–build-
ing relationships with 
those you serve. 

“Building relationships 
and serving the people 
that he knows and being 
able to provide safety for 
the folks that were dear 
to him, was his limelight 
of being an officer,” said 

Mike. 
“Being in a small com-

munity where you meet 
folks on a daily basis that 
you can call by their first 
name,” was where his 
son felt most drawn to, 
according to Mike. 

When Beasley left the 
Williston Police Depart-
ment and moved to the 
South Carolina State 
Troopers, he lost this 
sense of community as 
he was serving a broader 
area. This led to the tran-
sition to North Augusta 
Public Safety. 

“Lastly, he ended up 
in North Augusta with 
the public safety there, 
and he really found his 
home in North Augusta 
in that community,” said 
Mike. “He just felt more 
at ease.”

“The North Augusta 
group made him feel re-
ally welcomed into their 
organization. He bought 
a house in that commu-
nity and he just felt like 
that was his home. That's 
where he wanted to be,” 
said Mike. 

Since his death, Beasley 
has been honored mul-
tiple times for his service. 

Beyond the Call of Duty 
is an organization dedicat-
ed to remembering fallen 
law enforcement officers, 
and they hold an annual 
End of Watch Ride. 

“There was a motor-
cycle group that placed 
photos of all the fallen 
police officers of 2021 on 
a 40-foot trailer. It was 
608 officers,” said Mike. 
“They bring that around 
to each precinct that lost 
an officer, and they have 
a memorial service for 
that officer at their pre-

cinct.”
“We did that first in 

North Augusta, which 
was a month before he 
got inducted [into the 
Hall of Fame] and it was a 
family thing,” said Mike. 
The ride travels across the 
United States. 

“I think it's great that 
my son gets to see the 
United States in that per-
spective,” said Mike, who 
has been humbled by the 
memorials that have been 
held in his son’s honor. 

“We've just been hum-
bled by the memorials 
and so forth that have 
come forward after his 
death and the legacy that 
he's left,” said Mike. 

“For him to be placed 
in a place like the Hall of 
Fame of South Carolina 
with all the police offi-
cers who have fallen for 
so many years, it is just a 
humbling experience.  We 
are still so thankful to the 
North Augusta Police De-
partment for mentioning 
his name to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame,” 
he said. 

North Augusta Public 
Safety describes Beasley 
as “a man of integrity, 
high moral standards, de-
voted husband and loving 
father,” on Facebook. 

Beasley ended his watch 
on August 30, 2021 due to 
COVID-19 complications. 

STEPHEN UNIQUE 
JONES

Stephen Unique Jones 
dutifully served his coun-
try in the United States 
Marine Corp. before pur-
suing a career in law en-
forcement in Barnwell 
County. 

He began his career 
in law enforcement as 
a deputy with the Barn-
well County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in 2018. From there, 
he served at the Barn-
well County Detention 
Center as a correctional 
officer. Jones then re-
turned to his hometown 
of Blackville to serve on 
the Blackville Police De-
partment in May 2020. 
In July 2021, he moved 
to the Barnwell Police 
Department. 

When not in uniform, 
Jones and his wife, Janell, 
would attend drumline 
and marching band com-
petitions. 

Jones was a Blackville 
native and graduated as 
a Hawk from Blackville-
Hilda High School in 
2005. 

During his time in high 
school, Jones played per-
cussion in the band. He 
later transferred this mu-

sic talent to establishing 
Elite Thunder Communi-
ty Drumline in Barnwell 
alongside Janell. 

Janell is also a Black-
ville-Hilda graduate, and 
walked across the stage in 
2007. Janell was involved 
in the school’s band and 
played french horn, mel-
lophone, and baritone. 
The couple started dating 
in 2011, years after they 
both graduated. 

Janell still holds onto 
her late-husband’s be-
loved percussion equip-
ment.

“We would always go 
to band competitions,” 
said Janell. “That was just 
something we did every 
year until COVID hit. We 
would go to about three 
competitions every year, 
like the Orangeburg one 
and there was one in Dil-
lon called the Battle of the 
Bands.”

The COVID-19 pan-
demic drastically affected 
the law enforcement in 
the Barnwell community. 
Jones’ watch ended on 
September 12, 2021 when 
he passed away due to 
COVID-19 related com-
plications. 

The SC Law Enforce-
ment Hall of Fame recog-
nized a total of 14 fallen 
officers at their March 
induction ceremony held 
by the South Carolina 
Department of Public 
Safety. 

“It means a lot to keep 
his memory alive, and 
do ing  the  induc t ion 
means we can always 
go up and see his name 
on the wall,” said Janell. 
“My oldest  son went 
with us, so that was ex-
citing for him.” 

Their five children, 
Peyton (8), Preston (4), 
Paxton (4), Ava (3), and 
Averie (3) all attend Barn-
well School District 45.

In informing the com-
munity of Jones’ passing, 
the Barnwell Police De-
partment (BPD) took to 
Facebook to honor their 
friend and fellow officer. 

“It is with a heavy heart 
that the Barnwell Police 
Department informs the 
community of the pass-
ing into Eternal Rest of 
PFC Stephen Jones,” said 
the department on Face-
book. 

The BPD described of-
ficer Jones as a “devoted 
husband and father of 
five beautiful children.” 

“His smile would light 
up a room and you could 
always count on him for 
a good laugh,” the BPD’s 
status said.

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon., & Tues.
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New Menu! New Hours!New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!Now Serving Breakfast!
Full Menu Served All Day!Full Menu Served All Day!

Officer Stephen Jones was represented by his wife Janell Jones, son Peyton Jones, father 
Colin Harrington, and step mother Patricia Harrington at the Hall of Fame event.

Photo Courtesy: S.C. Department of Public Safety

Loved ones and co-workers of Dustin Beasley gathered at the Hall of Fame ceremony to remember his life. 
Pictured left to right: North Augusta Town Administrator Jim Clifford, Police Chief John Thomas, brother Dalton 
Beasley, Patrick Perkinson, grandmother Dotty DeFreest, mother Cynthia Beasley, wife Candace Beasley, sister-
in-law Nicole Sanders Beasley, North Augusta Public Safety officer Andi Hogg (a Barnwell native), brother Logan 
Beasley, father Michael Beasley, and North Augusta Mayor Briton Williams.

Alice Willis stands in front of the plaque honoring her 
father, the late Barnwell police officer Charles Harvey 
Birt, at the Hall of Fame. Contributed Photo Contributed Photo
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two, it would definitely 
have to be a write-in,” 
said DeFrenn, who ex-
plains setting up this 
board process has been a 
long legislative process. 

According to legisla-
tive bill S691, the con-
solidated school district 
was divided into seven 
districts based on 2020 
Census data. 

Representa t ives  o f 
e ve n - n u m b e r e d  d i s -
tricts will serve two-year 
terms, and those serving 
odd-numbered districts 
wi l l  serve  four -year 
terms. Candidates run-
ning in even-numbered 
districts will re-run in 
2024, and candidates in 
odd-numbered districts 
will re-run in 2026. 

This was done to stag-
ger the seats, according 
to DeFrenn. 

Barnwell voters will 
take to the polls at the 
November 8  General 
Election to determine 
who serves on the BCC-
SD board. All will be 
voted on by members of 
their own district in the 
November General Elec-
tion of that year. 

The People-Sentinel will 
publish full candidate 
profiles closer to the No-
vember General Election. 

For more information 
on voting in Barnwell 
County, visit  https://
www.barnwellcountysc.
u s / b a r n we l l - d e p a r t -
ment-directory/voter/ 
or call (803) 541-1060. 

campus. The Star Academy 
is a new school within a 
school program for select-
ed middle school students 
that immerses students 
in core courses through a 
hands-on, project-based 
curriculum,” said Barnwell 
District 45 Superintendent 
Dr. Crissie Stapleton. 

As the new GBMS prin-
cipal, Beasley said there 

are several goals that he 
wants to achieve:

• One goal is to build 
a team climate that mo-
tivates teachers and in-
creases morale among 
the staff that will lead to 
excitement for student 
learning. 

• A second goal is to 
increase parental involve-
ment so that the student 

has total support through 
the learning process. 

• A third goal is to assist 
with creating a positive 
school climate so that the 
faculty, staff, and students 
feel safe. 

• A fourth goal is to 
create a team-centered at-
mosphere that encourages 
excellence in all academic 
areas.

“Mr. Beasley has been 
serving as an assistant 
principal at BHS and 
previously served as a 
high school principal and 
middle school principal 
prior to coming to BHS. 
Mr. Beasley also serves as 
the district’s energy audi-
tor and facilities project 
manager, which makes 
him very knowledgeable 
of the operations within 
the schools across the 
district, as well as having 
the experience of a prin-
cipal position,” said Dr. 
Stapleton.

With COVID restric-
tions being lifted, Beasley 
said he’s looking to return 
to normalcy and “remov-
ing isolation from the 
educational process.”

Beasley also looks for-
ward to working with 
GBMS’s new assistant prin-
cipal, Henrietta Williams, 

who has been an English 
language arts teacher in 
Barnwell and Williston.  

“Henrietta Williams is 
very passionate about 
GBMS and has the best 
interests in mind when 
it comes to students. I’m 
very happy to be able to 
work with her at GBMS. 
I feel that we will work 
to achieve the goals and 
together we will create a 
great team,” said Beasley. 

Though new to admin-
istration, Williams is a 
veteran educator who is 
no stranger to GBMS. She 
is entering her 30th year of 
education. 

“She is a teacher leader 
amongst the staff at the 
middle school and has 
completed additional 
training and certifications 
as an aspiring adminis-
trator. While this will be 
her first administrative 

role, she will bring into 
that position a passion 
for helping students and 
assisting staff in providing 
the best possible learn-
ing environment for the 
GBMS student body,” said 
Stapleton. 

Watching students grow 
and learn is what Williams 
most enjoys about being 
an educator. 

“I consider it an honor 
to be able to serve our 
community. I look for-
ward to providing oppor-
tunities for our students 
to prepare them to have 
options in the future,” 
said Williams.  

Dr. Stapleton said she is 
appreciative of the great 
work of so many dedi-
cated leaders across the 
district, including what 
great things are in store 
for GBMS with the new 
leadership team in place. 

Candidates: Who filed for school board?
FROM PAGE 1A

Principals: Michael Beasley, Henrietta Williams named GBMS principals FROM PAGE 1A

Police, community unite at National Night Out

The Barnwell Police De-
partment (BPD) spent 

an evening handing out 
school supplies, food, and 
having fun with the com-
munity they serve at the an-
nual National Night Out and 
Back To School Rally held in 
Fuller Park on Tuesday, Au-
gust 2. 

Each year the BPD holds 
this event to bridge the gap 
between the community and 
law enforcement as well as 
supply students with needed 
materials to set their school-

year off to a successful start. 
Some BPD officers fired up 

the grill while others hand-
ed out packs of pens and 
pencils or backpacks. Snow 
cones were being made un-

der a South Carolina Region-
al Housing Authority tent 
and music was playing from 
speakers–both added to the 
fun being had by all. 

Annie Walters, Lead Asso-

ciate of Community Engage-
ment for Save the Children 
was present and handed out 
books for all ages. 

Also at the event was the 
crew from the Barnwell Mc-

Donalds and manager Kristi 
Gatlin who were handing 
out t-shirts and information 
about all their events held in 
conjunction with the Barn-
well County Sheriff's Office. 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter
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time.”
Dr. Strong kept the con-

versation candid with the 
crowd. He told them his 
experience growing up in 
Compton, California and 
his involvement with the 
Bloods, a gang prominent 
on both the east and west 
coasts of the U.S. 

A gang is defined as 
three or more individu-
als involved in criminal 
activity, and the Bloods 
have thousands involved 
nationwide involved in 
activities such as drug 
trafficking and murder.  

Dr. Strong was ‘blessed’ 
into the gang at age 12 
by a family member who 
was higher-ranking in the 
Bloods, rather than being 
‘beat-in’ like most. 

“I wasn’t really a good 
gang member because I 
had a conscience,” said 
Dr. Strong. 

In his book, “Trapped 
by Gangs, Blessed by 
God,” Dr. Strong details 
his experiences in this 
lifestyle and how certain 
decisions shaped his life. 

He told the story of his 
brother’s murder by a 
rival gang, and described 
how he watched his moth-
er crying in only the way a 
mother cries when she lost 
her child. 

Dr. Strong described 
this day as the saddest 
day of his life, and how 
his brother’s death was a 
result of a national issue 
out of his control. 

“It’s not God’s will 
for young people to be 
gunned down in the 
streets,” said Dr. Strong, 
who has dedicated his 
retirement from law en-
forcement to educate com-
munities on how to pre-
vent lives from being lost. 

With him on stage at 
the Barnwell Elementary 
School was a large, black 
duffle bag. During his 
presentation, Dr. Strong 
unzipped the bag and 
dumped roughly 100 ban-
danas on the ground. 

Some were red or blue, 
and some were purple 
or gold. Some bandana’s 
were tied into knots and 
some had stains from use. 
Aside from their indi-
vidual differences, they all 
symbolized an individual 
who escaped the control 
of their gang and relin-
quished their ‘team flag’ 
to Dr. Strong. 

A bandana in this con-
text symbolizes gang-con-
nection. Each color rep-
resents a different gang 

and represents honor and 
pride for their affiliation. 

Dr. Strong explained 
that when you are initi-
ated into a gang by being 
‘beat in,’ a new bandana 
is dipped into your blood 
and meant to symbolize 
your personal commit-

ment to the gang. 
After that, a 22-inch 

bandana carries a piece of 
its owner and represents 
their ties to and support 
for their desired group. 

Once a bandana’s owner 
has given it to Dr. Strong 
after leaving their gang 
with his help, he keeps 
the fabric that was once 
a source of pride, togeth-
erness, and unity rather 
than throwing it away. 

Dr. Strong carries these 
with him to prove to at-
tendees of his talks that 
reform is possible, and 
each bandana’s former 
owner was once just a kid 
who wanted to belong 
somewhere. 

In his discussion, he 
urged educators and com-
munity members to build 
relationships with kids 
they feel may be suscep-
tible to getting involved 
with a gang. 

He informed educators 
and clergy leaders to lend 
a hand to students who 
are struggling to fit in or 
find their place. 

“Every gang member 
wants to be loved,” said 
Dr. Strong. “Our kids 
want to belong, that's why 
they join gangs.” 

Actively involving edu-
cators and clergy mem-
bers from across Barn-
well County in the joint 
community effort to end 
gang-related violence is 
something Sheriff Griffith 
feels is essential to saving 
lives and curbing gang 

involvement, especially in 
light of recent shootings. 

“The teachers and the 
clergy are dealing with 
the youth, and we can call 
on them as partners if we 
have students or kids that 
need counseling, we can 
give each other support 
in our efforts,” said Sheriff 
Griffith. 

Attending the event was 
Pastor Anthony Gadson of 
St. Peter Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Elko along-
side his son, Anthony. The 
duo attended the event 
to “get an idea of what 
was going on and see 
what counter parameters 
they’re looking at putting 
in place” and to see what 
Dr. Strong had to say, ac-
cording to Pastor Gadson. 

Dr. Strong gave teachers 
tips on what to watch out 
for in their students, like 
adhering to one color, or 
doodling certain logos 
on paper assignments. 
He also told teachers to 
make note of tattoos such 
as those depicting a five-
point or six-point crown. 

He explained, “Graffiti 
is a gang’s newspaper,” 
and told the crowd to 
never scratch through 
graffiti but to cover it up 

entirely. Scratching it can 
be seen as disrespectful 
toward the gang and can 
potentially ignite retali-
ation. 

“Never let anyone dis-
respect the gang without 
retaliation,” is one of the 
main rules gangs follow, 

according to Dr. Strong. 
Dr. Strong also warned 

educators and admin-
istrators to be aware of 
students recruiting other 
students in school and told 
stories of incidents where 
he encountered this. 

“He's a great speaker 
and a very good commu-
nicator,” said Rev. Goode, 
“What he's sharing is so 
life touching. He's shar-
ing his life experience 
and actually what he's 
gone through. It's just 
very real.”

“I definitely enjoyed his 
commentary today,” said 
Pastor Gadson, who hopes 
to continue attending 
events led by Dr. Strong 
in the future. 

Dr. Strong plans to re-
turn to Barnwell County 
to speak to students in 
conjunction with Rev. 
Goode and BCSO to share 
his story with a more 
impressionable audience. 

“I'll be happy to do it 
wherever there's an in-
terest in saving our kids, 
especially now in light 
of all this gang activity,” 
said Dr. Strong. “These 
people are eager to learn 
and this community’s 
ready to get to work, so 

if I could arm them with 
a little knowledge, then I 
think it's successful.”

Although the details of 
an upcoming event are 
not solid just yet, Sheriff 
Griffith plans to see them 
through. 

“We'll arrange a day 

and he'll go to Williston, 
Barnwell, Blackville, and 
probably Jefferson Davis 
Academy,” said Sheriff 
Griffith. “When he goes 
and talks to the kids, that's 
a good message to them 
because he comes from a 
gang [and has first-hand 
experience].”

“I'm an old law man, 
so they will listen to him 
more than me,” said Sher-
iff Griffith, who is deter-
mined to continue BCSO’s 
efforts to lessen gang vio-
lence in Barnwell County 
with Dr. Strong’s events. 

“We're going to con-
tinue to meet regularly 
with the pastoral allianc-
es and partners in the 
schools, and we're defi-
nitely gonna keep projects 
in the works,” said Sheriff 
Griffith. 

“He's going to be com-
ing back in the near future 
where he's going to be do-
ing another presentation,” 
said Rev. Goode. “That's 
going to involve the par-
ents as well as the kids.” 

Dr. Strong ended with a 
quote from Martin Luther 
King Jr., “We must learn to 
live together as brothers or 
perish together as fools.” 

For more information 
on Dr. A.V. Strong Jr., find 
him on Facebook. Updates 
will be posted about Dr. 
Strong’s upcoming events 
in Barnwell. 

Gangs: Blackville children learn African-American heritage through arts FROM PAGE 1A

Boys from ages nine to 
12 are welcome to a free 
football camp held by the 
Williston Recreation & 

Activities Committee and 
the Town of Williston at 
the Williston-Elko High 
School  (WEHS) Gym 
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, August 20. 

The camp’s focus is on 
fundamentals in addition 
to strategies to improve 

overal l  game,  ski l l s , 
good sportsmanship, and 
teamwork taught by all 
former Williston football 
players. 

A f t e r  p l a y i n g  f o r 
WEHS, camp coach Ro-
keem Williams went on 
to play for Miami Uni-

versity. Also coaching at 
the camp will be Quantel 
Mack who played for 
the Blue Devils and the 
North Greenville Cru-
saders. 

Former Blue Devil , 
Clemson Tiger lineman, 
and Carolina Panther’s 

offensive lineman, Taylor 
Hearn, will be coaching 
alongside Justice Wallace, 
Demetrius Facison, Chris-
tian Sapp, Marcell Wright, 
and Dalton Mundy. 

Lunch wil l  be pro-
vided, and players are 
advised to bring extra 

hydration. 
Interested players can 

show up on August 20 at 
the WEHS gym at 9 a.m. 
No signup needed. There 
is no fee to participate. 

For more information 
contact Dalton Mundy at 
dmundy11@hotmail.com.

Williston offering free football camp August 20
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell Co. Consolidated School District Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw, Sheriff Steve 
Griffith, Blackville-Hilda High Counselor Karen Whaley, Dr. A.V. Strong, and Edith Canzanter.

Sheriff Steve Griffith, Reverend Donald Goode, and Dr. A.V. 
Strong all played a key part in the Gang Violence Forum. 

Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

The crowd participated with Dr. Strong’s presentation. 
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Barnwell players 
on pre-season Mr. 
Football watch list

E
ac h  yea r,  t he  b e s t 
high school football 
player in the State of 

South Carolina is named “Mr. 
Football”. 

Most of these players have 
gone on to have great col-
lege careers and many have 
played in the NFL. Current 
NFL stars Stephon Gilmore 
and Jadeveon Clowney were 
both former “Mr. Football” 
recipients for the State of 

South Carolina. It is the high-
est honor a South Carolina 
high school player can re-
ceive.

The Barnwell High School 
Warhorse football team has 
two players that have been 
added to the Mr. Footbal l 
pre-season watch list. Wide 
receiver Clay Pender a nd 
running back Tyler Smith 
have been included as two 
of the top 75 players in the 
state and will be watched as 
possible candidates for this 
prestigious award.

Tyler  Sm it h was one of 

the top rushers in the state 
last year, rushing for 2,300 
yards, including several 200-
yard games, and a ridiculous 
350-yard night to help beat a 
very good Philip Simmons 
team in the playoffs. Tyler 
is an incredible athlete and 
also won the state high jump 
championship last year.

Clay Pender has been get-
t ing more and more atten-
tion over the last year. He 
has attended several football 
camps/combines and looked 
very good at wide receiver. 
Last year, Pender made some 

very big plays when the War-
horses needed it most. His 
catches at WR were impres-
sive,  espec ia l ly the yards 
after catch (YAC) numbers. 
Pender just has a knack for 
making big plays, like a huge 
interception to stop a Philip 
Simmons drive at the end of 
the game.

Both of these young men 
understand the importance 
of “team before me” and are 
great team players. Warhorse 
Nation and the rest of South 
Carolina will be watching 
these two closely.

Barnwell Warhorse players Clay Pender and Tyler Smith are two of the State of South Carolina’s top players. Contributed Photo

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL

Barnwell High / 
Williston-Elko 

Thursday, August 18
7 p.m. 

At Barnwell High’s 
W.W. Carter Field

Jefferson Davis Academy 
Against PAC

Friday, August 19
7:30 p.m. 
At JDA

Blackville-Hilda High 
Bye week 
No game

Note: A more complete 
schedule with other sports 
will be published starting 

with the August 24 edition.

The Jefferson Davis Acad-
emy (JDA) varsity volley-

ball team traveled to Walterboro 
to compete in the Colleton Prep 
Varsity Volleyball Tournament 
this past weekend. JDA played a 
great tournament and defeated 
four teams to be crowned tour-
nament champions.

In game one, JDA beat Thom-
as Heyward Academy 25-20 
and 25-15, then went on to face 
Holy Trinity. The Raiders pre-
vailed over Holy Trinity 25-18 
and 25-17. The third game for 
JDA was their toughest, but 
head coach Bart Owens and 
the Raiders hung tough for an 
18-25, 25-23, and 15-7 win over 
Andrew Jackson Academy. JDA 
closed the tournament with a 
win over Cross Academy 25-22 
and 25-23 to win the tourna-
ment.

The JDA volleyball roster 
includes players Cheyanne 
Sands #2, Kaylee Livingston #18, 

Carrie Hutto #1, Emma Craig 
#4, Anna Haskins #10, Gylian 
Googe #22, Reagan Still #23, 

Sydney Owens #20, Elle Fogle 
#15, Carrie Lynn Loadholt #13, 
Ryan Fickling #12, and Kinslie 

Carson #21 along with coaches 
Jessica Stack and Coach Bart 
Owens.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

JDA varsity volleyball wins 
Colleton Prep tournament

JDA defeated Thomas Heyward, Holy Trinity, Andrew Jackson, and Cross Academy to win the 

Colleton Prep Varsity Volleyball Tournament. Contributed Photo

PLAYER 
SPOTLIGHT

Grade: 10
Sport: Football
Favorites…
  *Food: Seafood
  *Movie: Wrong Turn
  *Snack: Candy
  *Coach(es): Rokeem 

Williams & Mike 
Highsmith

  *Free time activity: 
video games and playing 
football with brothers

Goal for this season: I 
want us to make it to the 
playoffs.

Coach’s quote: “He is an 
athlete. Ja’Quan is a tough 
defender and I am glad he 
is on our team.” - Derrick 
Youngblood, BHS Athletic 
Director and Assistant 
Football Coach

Ja’Quan Peeples
Barnwell High School

Grade: 11
Sport: Volleyball
Favorites…
  *Food: Steak
  *Movie: Where the 

Crawdads Sing
  *Snack: Extra Cheddar 

Goldfish
  *Coach(es): Bart 

Owens & Jessica Stack
  *Free time activity: 

Spends time with her 
boyfriend, family, and 
friends

Coach’s quote: “Gylian 
is a great middle hitter, 
does a really good job on the 
net, and has become a great 
teammate.” - Bart Owens, 
JDA Head Volleyball 
Coach

Gylian Googe
Jefferson Davis Academy
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Tiffany Zorn to lead BHS tennis 
T he Bar nwel l  War-

horse girls’ tennis team 
is heading into the 2022-
2023 school year under 
new leadership. 

Former Warhorse ten-
nis player and the as-
sistant coach from last 
year, Tiffany Zorn, will 
be taking over as head 
coach. Coach Zorn took 
over the coaching du-
ties for the girls’ soccer 
team last spring, and 
now adds tennis to her 
coaching resume. 

“I am more than ex-
cited to begin coaching 
the Barnwell girls’ ten-
nis team!” said Coach 
Zorn when asked about 
the upcoming season. 
“We have a few return-
ers and several newbies 
on the court this season, 
with many positions be-
ing changed. That being 
said, I will always have 
high hopes and believe 
in my girls, but we all 
know this season will be 
a bit of a learning curve 
for us all. Come out and 
support us, though! We’d 
love to see you!”

The Warhorses have 
a new head coach, but 
will also be playing in 
a brand new region this 
year.

The new ten nis re -
gion includes Ridgeland-
Hardeeville, Woodland, 
Wade Ha mpton,  a nd 
Bamberg-Ehrhardt.

I n  t he  recent  past , 
Woodland, Wade Hamp-

ton, and Bamberg-Eh-
rhardt have all been re-
gion champions, so this 
should be a very tough 
region.

The top two return-
ers for the Warhorses 
are Katilyn Elmore and 
Callee Chesser. Katilyn 
played in the number 
two slot for BHS last 
season, but will be Barn-
well’s top player this 
season. She has a strong 
ground game and good 
ath let ic ism. Cal lee is 

improving her overall 
game, and has a great 
attitude. 

With these two lead-
ing the way, under coach 
Zor n’s  g uida nce,  t he 
Warhorses are in good 
hands. 

Good luck, ladies! 

Barnwell senior Katilyn Elmore will be the Warhorses #1 player.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Jefferson Davis Academy athletic highlights

ABOVE & BELOW: Coach Bart Owens and the JDA JV volleyball team defeated Andrew Jackson 
Academy 19-25, 25-22, and 25-13 on Monday, August 15. Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Senior Briana Donaldson returns balls from Coach 
Tiffany Zorn.

AT RIGHT: Senior Callee 
Chesser gets advice from 
former #1 player Crissa 
Thomason.

Photos By: Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

JDA’s varsity volleyball team defeated Andrew Jackson Academy on August 15 by scores of 19-25, 26-24, 25-23, 16-25, and 15-12 in a very tough contest.

The JDA football team practices in preparation for this Friday’s match-up 
against Providence Athletic Club (PAC).

Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Jeff Miller / Sports Writer

Melissa Roberts

The JDA B-Team defeated Andrew Jackson Academy 25-15 and 
25-16 in their first game of the season August 15. Contributed Photo



The Allendale Coun-
ty Historical Society 
(ACHS) in partnership 
with Allendale County 
has been revived and is 
in the process of making 
exciting things happen 
in Allendale. 

Some of this is made 
possible by a Growth 
Grant from the South 
Carolina Humanities 
of $16,865 received in 
October 2021. It will be 
hosting a “Meet and 
Greet” on Wednesday, 
August 24, from 5:30 

to 7 p.m. to share the 
plans and invite others 
to join the organization. 
Members are invited to 
bring interesting relics 
from Allendale County 
to share. All interested 
are invited to attend. 
Light refreshments will 
be served. 

The ACHS formed a 
partnership with Allen-
dale County to create an 
Allendale County Mu-
seum for the county. In 
exchange for the own-
ership of the Edenfield 
House which the ACHS 
owned (old Salkehatchie 
Art Center Building), 
the county agreed to 
provide a new roof for 

the building and pro-
vide insurance, utili-
ties, and upkeep for the 
building which will 
house the museum. The 
ACHS agreed to seek 
grant funds to make the 
necessary repairs and to 

manage and provide vol-
unteer personnel to run 
the museum. All grants 
with grant matches se-
cured have been submit-
ted to USDA Communi-
ty Facilities and should 
be awarded in the near 

future if funded. 
Other than working 

on the museum project, 
the Steering Commit-
tee for the ACHS, acting 
as the board, has made 
great progress in the re-
organization of the or-
ganization. It has held 
a membership drive 
and has 50-plus mem-
bers to date, created a 
Facebook page, and ap-
plied for and received a 
new 501C3 status. The 
committee also worked 
diligently on the Smith-
sonian Traveling Exhibit 
“Voices and Votes” that 
will be at the USC Salke-
hatchie Atrium from 
Sept. 8 to Oct. 21 and the 

S.C. Humanities Festi-
val that will be held in 
Allendale County from 
Sept. 15 to Sept. 18.  

“This is the time for 
Allendale County and 
USC Salkehatchie to 
shine!” said Chairper-
son Anne Rice. 

Allendale County on 
behalf of the ACHS re-
ceived a Growth Grant 
from the South Caro-
lina Humanities, www.
schumanities.org. Fund-
ing for the Growth 
Grants has been pro-
vided by the National 
Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH) as part 
of the American Rescue 
Plan (SHARP) initiative.

A brewing company 
and area distributor re-
cently made a hydrating 
donation to Allendale 
County Fire & Rescue. 

Allendale County Fire 
& Rescue put in for and 
was awarded a grant 
through the National 
Volunteer Fire Council. 
Anheuser-Busch donat-
ed a pallet of drinking 
water to the department 
for use by firefighters 
during firefighting ac-
tivities. 

“All assistance is ap-
preciated for our depart-
ment. Every donation 
and grant is a huge as-
sistance,” said Sharon 
Summers with Allendale 
County Fire & Rescue. 

Chief Franklin Stanley 
and the members of the 
Allendale County Fire & 
Rescue would like to ex-
tend their sincere grati-
tude to Anheuser-Busch 
for this donation and 
their continued support 
of firefighters.

The department also 
thanks members Lena 
Higgenbottom and Ra-
chel Lawson who were 

instrumental in bringing 
this grant to their atten-
tion and applying for the 
grant. 

A n h e u s e r - B u s c h ’s 
breweries periodically 
pause beer production to 
can clean and safe drink-
ing water to be delivered 
to communities in times 
of need. 

To apply for the emer-
gency drinking water, 
departments must be lo-
cated in the United States, 
annually respond to 

wildfires, be over 50 per-
cent volunteer and serve 
a population of 25,000 or 
less. The program is an 
expansion of Anheuser-
Busch’s longstanding 
tradition of providing 
emergency drinking was 
and supplies for disaster 
relief efforts.

“With volunteers com-
prising 67 percent of 
firefighters in the Unit-
ed States, they are local 
communities’ first line 
of defense in a range of 

emergencies,” according 
to a press release from 
Anheuser-Busch. “The 
pandemic underscored 
the importance of volun-
teer re¬sponders as they 
continued to be there for 
their communities, put-
ting their own health at 
risk while often operat-
ing with limited resourc-
es and staffing. For these 
heroes, clean drinking 
water remains essential 
to ensure they can be at 
their peak performance 

when protecting our 
commu-nities.”

Anheuser-Busch has a 
long-standing tradition 
of providing emergency 
drinking water and sup-
plies for disaster relief 
efforts in partnership 
with the American Red 
Cross – dating back to 
1906. Since the inception 
of its emergency drink-
ing water program in 
1988, Anheuser-Busch 
has donated more than 
86 million cans of clean 

drinking water to U.S. 
communities affected 
by natural disasters and 
other crises. 

Through its partner-
ship with the National 
Volunteer Fire Council 
(NVFC), the national as-
sociation representing 
America’s volunteer fire 
departments, Anheuser-
Busch donates emergen-
cy drinking water each 
year to provide critical 
hydrations to volunteer 
firefighters. 

Water donated to Allendale Co. firefighters
Jonathan Vickery

Publisher
jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DESTROY  
"SPECIAL EDUCATION" RECORDS   

On August 20, 2022, Allendale County Schools, Special Education   
Department, 3249 Allendale-Fairfax Hwy, Fairfax, SC 29827, will be 
destroying the Special Education Records of students whose special 
education services have ended more than five years ago. For additional 
information or to schedule pick up of records, please call Tenia Creech 
at (803) 584-4603, ext. 1130.  

These records will not be shipped. An individual 18 years of age or   
older, unless adjudicated, must request his/her own records. Proper 
identification is required.   

After August 20, 2022, if no one has retrieved the records, the Depart-
ment of Special Education will assume that they wish for the records to 
be destroyed.  

Representatives from Anheuser-Busch recently presented Allendale County Fire & Rescue with a donation of a pallet of canned water. Pictured 
from left to right: Bill Ray, Sharon Summers, Tyler Cato, James Barefoot, Jason McCollum, Bobby White, Shawn Cook and Owen Hennessy.
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Newly-revived Allendale County Historical 
Society hosting meet & greet on August 24

Contributed
Allendale County 
Historical Society

C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Tiffine Forester from the 
Town of Fairfax gradu-
ated from the Munici-
pal Elected Officials In-
stitute of Government. 
Graduates received 
their certificates during 
the Municipal Associa-
tion of South Carolina’s 
Annual Meeting in July.   

Established in 1986, 
the institute is a program 
of the Municipal Asso-
ciation of South Carolina 
that gives municipal offi-
cials a strong foundation 
for operating local gov-
ernments. Participants 
learn about the role of 
elected officials as well 
as administrative staff. 
They also learn about the 
relationships between 
local, state and federal 
levels of government. 
The institute includes 
two daylong sessions 
and three morning ses-
sions. However, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the institute offered the 
courses on a virtual plat-
form.  

“For more than 30 

years, the Municipal 
Association has encour-
aged local elected of-
ficials to participate in 
the institute, whether 
they are newly elect-
ed or have served for 
a while,” said Urica 
Floyd, staff associate for 
distance learning of the 
Municipal Association. 

“The institute gives 
elected leaders with di-
verse personal and pro-
fessional backgrounds 
an understanding of 
how to run a local gov-
ernment effectively.”  

Elected officials must 
participate in more 
than 25 hours of class-
room work to graduate 

from the institute. The 
topics covered during 
the sessions include the 
SC Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, ethics and 
accountability, budget-
ing, planning and zon-
ing, human resources 
and economic develop-
ment.  

The institute draws 
its faculty from recog-
nized local government 
leaders in South Caro-
lina and other states, 
state officials, faculty 
and staff of the state’s 
colleges and universi-

ties, as well as other 
guest lecturers. The in-
stitute also offers cred-
ited online courses on 
an ongoing basis.   

The Municipal Elect-
ed Officials Institute of 
Government is one of 
many educational and 
training opportunities 
that the Municipal As-
sociation offers for the 
elected officials and 
staff serving cities and 
towns. 

Learn more at www.
masc.sc (keyword: edu-
cation and training).   

Fairfax town councilwoman completes 
Elected Officials Institute of Gov't Graduates

Contributed
Municipal Association 

of South Carolina

Fairfax Town Councilmember Tiffine Forester (right) 
receives her certificate of completion from the Municipal 
Elected Officials Institute of Government Graduates from 
Councilmember Kathy Pender (left), the Municipal 
Association of South Carolina President.

ALLENDALE COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS

Allendale Co. Council
Regular Meeting

August 18 at 6 p.m.

Allendale County 

Courthouse in J.W. Wall Jr. 

Council Chambers

(292 Barnwell Hwy., 

Allendale)

Allendale Co. School Board
First School Board/ 

Community Meeting of 
2022-2023 school year 

Monday, August 22  at 6 p.m. 

Allendale-Fairfax High 

multi-purpose room
(3581 Allendale-Fairfax 

Highway, Fairfax)
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The hum of an engine 
overhead causes us to 
look up. It’s more than just 
a motor powering a small 
airplane over treetops. It’s 
an economic engine that 
is powering the Southern 
Carolina region.

South Carolina has 57 
airports, six of which are 
commercial service air-
ports while the rest are 
considered “general avia-
tion” airports. Those 57 air-
ports generate $16.3 billion 
annually in economic ac-
tivity in the state of South 
Carolina, according to a 
2018 study commissioned 
by the South Carolina 
Aeronautics Commission.

In the SouthernCaroli-
na Alliance region (which 
includes the counties of 
Allendale, Barnwell, Bam-
berg, Beaufort, Colleton, 
Hampton and Jasper), 
over $220 million in eco-
nomic activity is revved 
up annually as a result 
of the one commercial 
and seven general avia-
tion airports located here. 
That doesn’t even include 
impact generated by the 
military base in Beaufort.

In 2018, these eight air-
ports accounted for 1,739 
jobs with a payroll of over 

$60.6 million. The vast 
majority of the jobs were 
created by Hilton Head 
Island Airport, but 453 
jobs were generated at the 
general aviation airports, 
according to the SCAC 
study.

While those economic 
impact numbers are sig-
nificant, area airport man-
agers say the numbers 
have lifted up dramatically 
since the report was gener-
ated. Covid was actually 
a boon, they say, because 
county airports offered 
less restrictions and great-
er ability for people to trav-
el in small groups.

The airports record 
“airport operations” – 
take offs and landings - 
and estimate passengers. 
They consider “visitors” 
as those who are coming 
from more than 50 miles 
away. Additionally, there 
are pilots who base their 
aircraft at the airports, 
renting space and using 
the runways frequently.

The seven smaller air-

ports attract over 33,878 
visitors to the Southern 
Carolina region, and Hil-
ton Head’s airport adds 
another 30,000 visitors 
annually, according to 
the 2018 study. They come 
here for business, plea-
sure or a combination of 
both. Some flights are 
just passing through, us-
ing the airports as fueling 
stations and taking ad-
vantage of their facilities 
for bathrooms, food and 
information.

Most of the airports of-
fer “quiet” areas where pi-
lots can take a nap, have a 
shower, get a snack or use 
computers available on 
site. They are open to pi-
lots 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

While all but one of the 
airports in the SCA re-
gion sell 100LL (low lead) 
fuel for the smaller prop 
planes, several also offer 
Jet A fuel for small jet-en-
gine planes. (That one air-
port is expecting to have 
both types of fuel for sale 

in the very near future.) 
Fuel sales are a major 
source of income for these 
airports and they com-
pete rigorously to offer 
the lowest pricing. Pilots 
can look online for pricing 
while making their flight 
plans, check in-flight or be 
happily surprised upon 
landing and inquiring.

Income for the airports 
is also derived from rent-
ing space for short-term 
parking, or in buildings 
called T-hangars or box 
hangars where planes 
can be stored for longer 
periods of time. Many 
don’t charge “tie-down” 
fees for short visits, en-
ticing pilots to use their 
facilities. Other revenue 
is generated from repair 
facilities, flight schools 
or other aviation-related 
businesses that rent space 
at the airports.

The smaller airports of-
fer less hassle and more 
anonymity for visitors, 
some of whom are on eco-
nomic development mis-

sions for their companies. 
Having an airport nearby 
often is one important 
item on a checklist for 
companies seeking loca-
tions to build or expand. 
Their first impression of a 
community is the airport, 
which is why local gov-
ernments invest in nice, 
clean facilities that are 
comfortable with artis-
tic touches. Many of the 
terminals either have just 
undergone extensive up-
grades or there are plans 
to do so in the relatively 
near future.

Marco Cavazzoni, rep-
resenting District 6 on the 
S.C. Aeronautics Commis-
sion, said at a recent avia-
tion event in the region, 
“Magical stories often 
happen around aviation.” 

Now retired, Cavazzoni 
noted his first experience 
was in 2009 when he flew 
into the Bamberg County 
Airport “in the dark of 
night on Halloween in-
cognito” on a mission for 
his former employer, Boe-

ing, to consider placing a 
plant in North Charles-
ton. The result was a his-
toric decision for South 
Carolina.

European-born Cavaz-
zoni and his family liked 
to drive through rural ar-
eas and were enchanted 
by the region. By meet-
ing people and getting to 
know the area, Marco said 
he came to realize how 
important the rural com-
munities are to the state 
and nation. He has since 
located his personal air-
craft and invested in avia-
tion-related businesses in 
Colleton County.

Funding from the S.C. 
Aeronautics Commission 
(SCAC) and the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
(FAA) has been a critical 
key to helping local gov-
ernments maintain and 
upgrade their airport’s 
runways and facilities.

The majority of the air-
ports in the SCA region 
were created in the 1930’s 
and 40’s and are steeped 
in history. That history is 
also a draw to visitors to 
the airports and nearby 
parks.

Uniqueness
Each airport has unique 

characteristics includ-
ing its designation code, 
runway length, services, 
amenities and history.

Regional airports power economy

Allendale Airport Manager Deborah Creech shows off a map where pilots have “pinned” 
where they have flown in from. While most are from the East Coast, some have crossed 
the United States before landing in Allendale. 

Barnwell Regional Airport (BNL) 
was constructed by the U.S. 

Army Air Force as a B-25 Mitchell 
bomber training base. It still draws a 
variety of military aircraft on a regu-
lar basis that are on training exercises, 
according to airport manager Brandon 
Chavis.

Barnwell Regional has two run-
ways. The primary runway is 5,119 
feet long, the secondary is 4,526 feet. 
While these runways can handle 
larger aircraft, the majority of planes 
landing there are small to mid-sized 
corporate-style aircraft.

The study indicates that Barnwell’s 
Airport draws 2,072 visitors annually 
to South Carolina. That is particularly 
true during the week of the Masters 
Tournament in April as Barnwell is 
only an hour’s drive from the world-
renowned golf course.

“We’ll get over a hundred planes 
here,” said Chavis. “It’s a busy time.”

Since Covid, flights coming into 
Barnwell’s airport have “skyrocketed,” 
said Chavis. “We get a lot of private 
jets here.”

 Because of its location between 
northern states and Florida, Barnwell 
is a logical choice for pilots needing 
fuel and a rest stop.

“We sell 100LL and Jet A fuel. We’re 
also the only airport in South Carolina 
that sells 93 Ethanol-free fuel,” said 
Chavis. 

With regards to economic impact, he 
said they have sold over 8,500 gallons 
of just 100LL fuel in February, March 
and April of 2022, not including jet 
fuel.

While technically owned by the 
county, Barnwell Regional Airport 
receives no local government funding 
and operates self-sufficiently, accord-
ing to Chavis.

In addition to selling fuel, the air-
port offers tie-downs, 30 T-hangar 
slots, 7 spots in a box hangar, a 2-bay 
open hangar and a 3-bay maintenance 
hangar.

Its terminal offers pilots and passen-
gers a lounge, flight planning room, 
pilot room with a shower, vending 
and kitchenette, and Wi-Fi. “We keep 
a courtesy car for pilots and visitors to 
use to go into Barnwell, grab a meal or 
shop,” said Chavis.

The proximity of Veteran’s Park has 
also been a plus as “some folks want 
to stretch their legs” and take a lap or 
two around the park on its paved and 
lighted walking path.

Chavis said Covid definitely 
changed things for area airports. “We 
used to just get business class visitors 
but now the pilots are flying families.”

He said Barnwell’s airport is special 
because it is “safe and accessible” as 
well as “the courtesy and convenience 
you get when you come here.”

Barnwell Regional Airport is also 
home to the “Corvair College” which 
draws pilots and mechanics from 
destinations nationally (and a few 
internationally) for a week to learn 
about and work on Corvair engines 
which power home-built aircraft. 
Covid put the workshop on hold for 
a couple of years but plans are un-
derway to schedule a new event, said 
Chavis.

Barnwell 
Regional Airport

Allendale County Airport (AQX) 
was activated in May 1969 and 

is situated off U.S. Highway 278 be-
tween the towns of Allendale and 
Fairfax. It is a place that Allendale 
Airport Manager Deborah Creech 
calls “a gem”.

The runway was originally 3,200 
feet long but was upgraded in recent 
years to 4,990 feet. A resurfacing proj-
ect is expected to begin in late 2022. 

Currently the runway can accom-
modate aircraft from prop planes up 
to 15-18 passenger jets. 

According to the SCAC study, ap-
proximately 2,953 visitors arrive an-
nually in South Carolina at this air-
port. In the first four months of 2022, 
there have been 1,392 planes which 
stopped and fueled at AQX. 

“We also have about 40 planes 
a month that touch and go,” said 
Creech. “Some are instructors from 
the Charleston area who bring their 
students here. Others are pilots who 
stop and use our facilities, but don’t 
purchase fuel.”

 The airport and its activities sup-
port annual tax revenues estimated at 
$79,840. Its annual economic activity 
has a total impact of $1,786,800 annu-
ally, according to the study.

The airport offers self-serve 100LL 
and Jet A fuel. “We sell between 3,000 
and 5,000 gallons a month,” said 
Creech.

 There are 10 units in the one T-Han-
gar and all are currently occupied. An 
additional three planes are based at 
AQX. Tie-downs are available for vis-
iting pilots.

The terminal, which was remod-
eled 13 years ago, includes a pilot 
lounge, conference room, flight plan-
ning room, and vending machines. 
Artwork touting USC-Salkehatchie 

adorns one of the terminal entryway 
walls.

 “We love our local college,” said 
Creech.  The conference room, which 
seats 10 people comfortably, is also 
available to the public by reservation 
and can accommodate larger groups 
as well. 

What makes this airport special?
“Its locale,” said Creech. “It is 

peaceful and serene here. Pilots and 
passengers first see it from the sky, 
then enjoy it from the ground. It’s 
beautiful.”

She also noted the airport is cen-
trally located between northern states 
and Florida. “We’re right in the mid-
dle,” she said.

Creech said friendly personal ser-
vice and clean bathrooms are also a 
draw for pilots. “Many of the pilots 
know me by name. They like coming 
to a place where they are treated like 
family. They visit once, they always 
come back.”

A courtesy car is available for pi-
lots to visit Allendale and Fairfax for 
a meal.

The terminal is open between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. every day, but pilots can 
access the building at any time 24/7 
with a code. Creech also said she is 
available after hours by phone and is 
glad to assist pilots.

Creech says visitors come to Allen-
dale County not only to drive to near-
by destinations, but also to stay. “This 
is a place where you buy land, put 
what you want on it and relax,” she 
said. “Allendale County is perfect for 
hunting, bird watching or just enjoy-
ing the surroundings. For those who 
want big-city shopping, we are 60 to 
90 minutes from Aiken, Augusta, Co-
lumbia or Hilton Head Island.”

More upgrades are on the hori-
zon. “This year we are getting a new 
apron and taxiway replaced. We are 
just waiting on FAA approval,” said 
Creech. The airport manager said a 
new runway, upgraded lighting to 
LEDs and terminal upgrades are also 
slated within the next few years.

Allendale 
County Airport

Barnwell Regional Airport manager Brandon Chavis welcomes pilots and passengers 
to his airport. 

Originally built to train bomber pilots in WWII, Barnwell Regional Airport has two runways and is spacious enough for 
general aviation planes, medium-sized jets and some military aircraft.

Barnwell Regional Airport terminal offers pilots and passengers a lounge, flight planning 
room, pilot room with a shower, vending and kitchenette, and Wi-Fi. The terminal is 
located just minutes away from downtown Barnwell. 

2022 South Carolina aviation Week (auguSt 14-20) 

Laura J. McKenzie
Contributing Writer

AT LEFT: Pilots and passengers are 
welcomed as they approach the Allendale 
County Airport terminal. 

Photos By: Laura J. McKenzie / Contributor
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Standards Link: Life Science: Students know examples of diverse life forms in the ocean.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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UNDERWATER

SCHOOLS

MINNOWS

RIPPLE

SWIM

LATERAL

SARDINES

PREDATOR

HAIRS

CLOSE

NAME

BACKWARD

PORES

CHART

WHY

Not all fish school. For the most part, predator fish do not 
school. One exception is this fish. These fish are born into 
and live in large schools.

Circle every other letter to find the name of this fish.

Some groups of underwater animals are not called schools. Use the code to find 
out what each group of animals below is called.

Standards Link: Life Science: Living organisms depend on one 
another for survival.

TROUT
HERRING

BASS

SHARKS

WHALES

Some fish travel in schools 
to confuse enemies that 

want to eat them. Traveling 
together also helps in the 
search for food. Having 

thousands of eyes and noses 
on the lookout for food 
gives the school a better 
chance of finding dinner.

Look through the newspaper and 
find five common nouns and 

five proper nouns. Cut 
them out and glue them to 

Professor Pescados’ chart in 
the correct column.

Standards Link: Grammar: Identify nouns.

How do fish swim so close without colliding? 
Fish use a combination of their senses to 
create smooth schooling movements.

Eyes: Each fish 
can look forward 

with one eye 
while the other 

is looking 
backward.

Lateral Line: Along each side of a fish’s body there is a line of 
tiny holes or pores. Tiny hairs inside the pores feel the slightest 
ripple or movement in the water. This lets fish know when 
another fish is nearby. If one fish moves in a different direction, 
all the others sense it and move accordingly.

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have structures that serve different functions in survival.

A D E H I L M O P R S V Y

Standards Link: Life Science: 
Adaptations in behavior improve an 

organism’s chance for survival.

Can you find these pictures in the school of fish?

RULER COMB PENCIL HOUSE GLOVE
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If Fish Went to School
What would a school FOR fish 
be like? What would fish study? 
What games would they play? 
What would they eat for lunch? 
Write a story about a day in a 

school for fish.

The word lateral means 
being on or directed 

towards the side.

LATERAL

Try to use the word lateral 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

I made a lateral move 
from one side of the 

classroom to the other.

This week’s word:

… not giving up the first 
time you don’t succeed 

at something new.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the story below and circle 
the six errors you find. Then 
rewrite the story correctly.

How do fish hear?

Fish do not have ears on the 

owtside of their bodies, yet they 

can still here sonds. 

In fact in murky watter, hearing 

can be more important than sight. 

Fish ears are in their skulls, one 

on either side of the head. Sound 

waves pass through there bodies 

and are picked up by this iner ear. 

That Sounds Fishy

ANSWER: An avocado in scuba gear.

Look through the newspaper for five or more 
adjectives that describe your school. Then look for 
words that describe what you want to learn this 
year. Use these words to write a paragraph with 
your plans for the coming school year.

My School

Standards Link: Grammar: Identify and use adjectives; Writing 
Applications: Write brief expository sentences.

Underwater schools are different from the 
school you go to. A school in the ocean is 
actually a group of fish that swim together. 
About 4,000 kinds of fish swim in groups 
called schools.

Schools of fish are always made up of one 
kind of fish swimming together. Sardines 
swim with sardines, and minnows swim with minnows.

In a school, the fish are able to swim 
together, moving in the same direction or 
even changing directions in an instant without 
bumping into each other. This can make a school 
of thousands of fish look like one big fish.

Join fish expert Professor Pescados as Kid Scoop explores schools of fish.

Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.

Blackville: (803) 284-3001
Williston: (803) 266-7722
Wagener: (803) 564-5012

www.russellspizzasc.com
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