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Barnwell City Council held 
a special-called meeting on 
Tuesday, July 26 in the council 
chambers to discuss animal 
control, a topic that has been 
talked about a lot lately.

Mayor Marcus Rivera and 
Barnwell Police Chief Lamaz 
Robinson were not present at 
the meeting. Councilwoman 

Peggy Kinlaw served as mayor 
pro-tem and Captain Mark 
Howard provided police de-
partment information needed 
by the council. 

Animal Control 
Given to the council was 

an email written by Barnwell 
Police Chief Lamaz Robinson 
explaining his position on ani-
mal control in the city. 

Chief Robinson feels “we 
need to get some ‘teeth’ in our 
ordinances to make it more en-
forceable,” he said in an email 

to council members. He finds 
that the current ordinances are 
not strong or enforceable. 

Adminis t ra tor  McEwen 
alongside council members 
agree with Chief Robinson 
that the ordinances need to 
be reviewed, detailed and en-
forceable as they are currently 
vague. Councilman Jimbo 
Moody asked Captain Howard 
if he would be a part of this 
review and Captain Howard 
agreed to assist. 

Although these ordinances 

are planning to be changed, 
Chief Robinson feels the city 
doesn’t “have the numbers to 
support an Animal Control 
Officer on a full time basis,” 
and Administrator McEwen 
agrees. 

According to Chief Robin-
son, there were 122 animal 
complaint calls answered in 
2021. Out of the 2,413 calls 
made thus far in 2022, only 71 
were for animal complaints, 
which is only 2.94% of total 
calls. 

Captain  Howard found 
these numbers to be low, 
and expressed that to the 
council. Captain Howard felt 
there were many more animal 
complaint calls than the chief 
included in the figures he pre-
pared for council. Councilman 
Ron Still agreed, explaining he 
has spoken with animal shel-
ter employees and volunteers 
which led him to agree with 
Captain Howard. 

City approves animal control officer

Susan Bolen and her daughters Payton, 

Savannah, and Madilyn (pictured at right) 

lost their home (above) in Williston on 

July 30 in a fire. Contributed Photos

See ANIMAL CONTROL, 10A

Caudill charged 
with criminal sexual 
conduct with minor 

A Barnwell neighborhood 
was blocked off last week as 
law enforcement searched for 
a dangerous individual. 

Cory Allan Caudill, 37, of 
Barnwell, was charged with 
one count of Criminal Sexual 
Conduct with a Minor 11-14 
years of age in the second 
degree, and one count of Con-
tributing to the Delinquency of 
a Minor, according to Barnwell 
Police Chief Lamaz Robinson.

On the morning of Tuesday, 
July 26, the Barnwell Police De-
partment (BPD) and the South 
Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division (SLED) were present 
on Hagood Avenue in Barnwell 
in an attempt to apprehend 
Caudill. However, he was not 
located at that time. 

Later that same day, Caudill 
was stopped by a Louisiana 

State Trooper and taken into 
custody. He was booked at 
the Livingston Parish Sheriff’s 
Office Detention Center.

Here, Caudill waived ex-
tradition, meaning he will 
be brought back to Barnwell 
County to face these charges 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Williston family 
safe after fire

A Williston home went up 
in flames over the weekend 
leaving a family of four with 
nothing. 

In the early morning hours 
of Saturday, July 30, two fires 
broke out in the home of Susan 
Bolen and her three daughters 
on Elko Street. 

Bolen and her daughters, 
Payton, 17, Savannah, 12, and 
Madilyn, 10, were all in the 
house when the first fire began 
in one of the bedrooms. Bolen 
called authorities and reported 
the fire when she heard smoke 
alarms. 

The Williston Fire Depart-
ment (WFD) responded to the 
first fire at 2:30 a.m., according 
to WFD Chief John Melton. 
According to Bolen, the cause 
was an electrical fire. 

WFD cleared the scene and 
vacated Bolen’s property once 
the fire was out around 4 a.m. 
The power to the house was 
not pulled at this time as WFD 
deemed the first situation to 
be cleared. 

Nearly 30 minutes later, 
Bolen’s house was completely 
consumed in flames. 

“We initially responded at 
2:30 a.m. for a small fire. We 
cleared the scene. I want to say 
it was exactly at 3:59 a.m. that 
we cleared the scene and then 
at 4:32 a.m., we responded 
back and that house was fully 
involved,” said Chief Melton.

“A neighbor called in that 
the house next door to him was 
on fire. When we arrived, the 
house was fully involved and 
there was nobody at home at 
the time of the fire,” he said. 

The second fire was started 
from an undetermined origin, 

according to Chief Melton. 
After the first fire, the Bo-

len family left their property 
and went to stay with family 
overnight. 

“We left the house because 
it's full of smoke and it had 
to be cleaned. There was no 
way we could stay there,” said 
Bolen. 

“As soon as we got the ani-
mals unloaded, we were about 
to sit down and take a nap 
because I have to get up and go 
clean the house in the morn-
ing. And, Payton got a mes-
sage from one of our neighbors 
saying, ‘Are y'all okay?’ And 
you know, we were under the 
assumption that everything 
was fine,” she said. 

“He was like, ‘No, there's 
flames coming out the roof, 
they're over there now.’ So, 
we came back and as soon as 
we pulled up, the whole house 
was gone,” said Bolen. 

On Facebook, Bolen wrote, 
“The place my children and I 
have called home for the last 
17 years is gone. It's hard for 
me to wrap my head around 
the fact [that] the house and 

Cory Allan Caudill

See FIRE, 9A

See ARREST, 5A

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

HOW TO HELP
• A GoFundMe has been set 

up by Bolen’s sister, Ashley 
Pender: https://gofund.
me/697ddc37 

• Donations through Cash 
App at $SusanBolen. 

• Drop off monetary dona-
tions, clothing, and other 
items to Ashley Pender 
at 708 Washington St. in 
Barnwell or to Diane Tarter 
Odom at 210 Keith Circle 
in Williston. 

A crew of creepy-crawlies from the Savannah River Ecology 

Laboratory created smiles and other reactions from children who 
attended the July 25 event at the Barnwell County Public Library. 
The event was part of the Summer Reading Program. More photos 
will be published in the August 10 edition. 

Learning and fun slither 
at Barnwell library

Photo by: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Need a cool treat? 

Check out these 

ice cream shops,,

News, 11ANews, 11A

29 graduate from 

Bamberg/Barnwell 

Adult Education,,

News, 2ANews, 2A
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Looking over the lake 
at the Barnwell State 
Park, graduates of Bam-
berg-Barnwell Adult Ed-
ucation (AE) turned the 
tassel on July 28 in front 
of educators, family, and 
friends. 

Twenty-nine graduates 
comprised the 2022 AE 
graduating class, and 15 
participated in the cer-
emony. 

Director Joye Hallman 
welcomed family and 
friends, and thanked 
them for their continued 
support of their gradu-
ates. AE instructor Har-
vey Hayes led the invo-
cation. 

Janet K. Thompson, 
retired technical assis-
tance consultant at the 
South Carolina Depart-
ment of Education and 
ceremony speaker, held 
a set of keys while at the 
podium. 

“You’ve got to have 
something to open that 
door. I’m holding my 
keys to remind you that 
you just got a key to open 
up another door,” said 
Thompson. “You’re en-
couraging other people 
just because you opened 
that door.”

Adult education is 
“near and dear” to 
Thompson’s heart, and 
emphasized to the grad-
uates what a major ac-
complishment they have 
just achieved. 

“From this point for-
ward, you’re a high 
school graduate,” said 
Thompson. “Honor that 
credential, make sure 
you tell that story.”

Graduate Jason Still 
returned to school to get 
his G.E.D. to set an exam-
ple for his children, and 
anyone else who needs 
someone to look up to. 
He graduated alongside 
his wife, Amber Still, 
and the couple was sur-
rounded by loved ones 
as they celebrated their 
achievements. 

The date of this gradu-
ation ceremony fell on 
a very important week 
for The Stills, as Jason 
celebrates receiving his 
G.E.D. on July 28, and 
will celebrate 11 years 
sober on July 29. 

The Stills are involved 
in Celebrate Recovery, a 
12-step recovery and fel-
lowship program, and 
represented the organi-
zation at the graduation 
ceremony. 

Thompson told the 
graduates in her speech 
to “always tell your story, 
because you don't know 
who will be encouraged 
by it.” The Stills honor 
this idea everyday. 

Initially, graduate Mi-
cah Delk did not think 
he would return to aca-
demics. However, with 
encouragement from 
his parents, he proudly 
walked across the stage. 

“I didn't think I was 
going to come back and 
get my G.E.D., but my 
mother told me I should 
really get it as soon as 

possible, and then my fa-
ther encouraged me and 
told me that if I got my 
GED, I would really go 
far,” said Delk. 

“They said I was a very 
intelligent person and at 
the time I didn't see it in 
myself, but here I am,” he 
said. 

Like Delk said, support 
from family and friends 
is important in accom-
plishing your goals no 
matter the timeline. 

“It’s not who wins the 
race, it’s who finishes it 
out until the end,” said 
Hayes. 

These 29 graduates fin-
ished the race, and now 
have yet another key to 

continue opening doors, 
as Thompson said. 

 “It’s just the best 
thing that happens every 
year,” said Hallman. 

B a m b e r g- B a r nw e l l 
Adult Education offers 
day and evening class-

es throughout the year 
at two locations; one 
at 10370 Ellenton St. in 
Barnwell, and the other 

at 3788 Faust St. in Bam-
berg. 

AE is “designed to pro-
vide instruction in basic 
education to the adult 
learner” and prepare 
them to be self-directed 
and productive commu-

nity members, according 
to their website. 

“We have a mixture of 
both South Carolina high 

school diploma grads as 
well as G.E.D. grads,” 

said Hallman. 
“If they come in need-

ing four or less units 
or credits to earn their 
South Carolina high 
school diploma, they do 
have the option of pur-
suing their high school 
diploma,” said Hallman. 

“The majority of our 
students are G.E.D. prep-
aration students where 
they actually come into 
Adult Ed, go through 
an orientation, and they 
are assigned into classes 
based on their strengths 
and weaknesses. And 
then they work toward 
passing the four parts of 
the G.E.D.,” she said. 

The school offers a 

G.E.D. program, a high 
school diploma program, 

the TABE Foundations 
Program, the Literacy 
Program, and the Career 
Readiness Program. 

These programs are 
offered at two locations 
serving three school dis-
tricts. 

Crossing the stage at a later age

Bamberg-Barnwell Adult Education 2022 graduating class. Photos by: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

⬧⬧ Gift Cards Available ⬧⬧ 

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell ⬧(803) 259-5631 
Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Find these and more at... 

⬧
Proud Local Business

Don’t forget to stop by the gift shop! 

Blue Daze  
 Rubekia  

Knock Out Roses  
Butterfly Bush  

Lantanas  

Graduate Micah Delk and Speaker Janet K. Thompson.
Graduate Chandler Bryant (right) celebrates his accomplishments 
with family and friends. Graduate Anaria Donaldson  

Proud family and friends. 

Class of 2022:

Leona Bennett 

Christopher Blanton 

Chandler Bryant 

John Crosby 

Micah Delk 

Anaria Donaldson 

Christian Escudero 

Sha’keria Flowers

Jada Garcia 

Amber Grubbs 

Ayden Johnson 

Henry Jones 

Alan Lemaster 

Victor Mayorga 

Kaitlyn McFall 

Shellie Miller 

K.C. Morris 

Fadisha Owens 

James Owens 

Shirley Ray 

Niyjasen Riley 

Joshua Scarbrough 

Marilann Scott 

Vanielle Singleton 

Jessa Smith 

Preston Steedley 

Amber Still

Jason Still 

Jackson Thompson 

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

Graduate Leona Bennett walks across the stage. 
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A Barnwell native re-
cently completed her 
first month as USC 
Salkehatchie’s new 
dean. 

Dr. April Cone be-
gan her duties as the 
new dean of USC Salke-
hatchie on July 1 after 
serving the past 12 years 
as USC Salk’s nursing 
academic program man-
ager and a clinical assis-
tant professor. She also 
managed the campuses’ 
nursing program part-
nerships with the UofSC 
Columbia College of 
Nursing and the USC 
Beaufort Department of 
Nursing.

“I look forward to ex-
panding my reach and 
impact in our commu-
nity to more than just 
healthcare. I also look 
forward to contributing 
to the mission in a more 
comprehensive man-
ner,” said Cone. “I want 
to provide visionary 
leadership and support 
to our staff as we meet 
our mission.”

That mission involves 
providing a pipeline of 
individuals who con-
tribute as productive 
members of society. 
This is done by provid-
ing those individuals a 
quality and personal-
ized USC education at 
an affordable price. 

“We provide people 
in the local community 
opportunities to com-
pletely change the tra-
jectory of their lives and 
the lives of their family,” 
she said. 

Although she didn’t 
start her journey at Salk, 
her journey was very 
similar to that of many 
USC Salk students. She 
earned her associate de-
gree and then worked 
for eight years before 
going back to school to 
earn her bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, doctorate degrees. 
The last three were 
earned while working 
full time and being a 
wife and mother.

“I see my path align-
ing with a lot of the stu-
dents we serve. I under-
stand the hardships our 
students sometimes go 
through while working 
to get where they want 
to be in life,” said Cone, 
who sees how every step 
of her journey helped 
advance her career.

Her own journey 
shows that it’s never 
too late to achieve your 
goals. USC Salk serves 
students ranging in age 
from 18 to 60.

As a native of Barn-
well who now lives in 
Allendale County, Cone 
has an extensive knowl-
edge and understanding 
of the rural communities 
served by the college. 

“Barnwell gave me a 
great foundation. It’s re-
ally important to have 
a foundational under-
standing of the people 
we serve. Living my 
whole life in the re-
gion, I feel I have a good 
background of people, 
partners, and organiza-
tions,” said Cone, who 
graduated from Barn-
well High School. 

Though she never 
imagined she would 
one day become dean 
of USC Salk, Cone said 

she is humbled by the 
opportunity. The timing 
is right for Cone and her 
family as she prepares to 
send her own two chil-
dren off to college this 
fall. 

“I feel led to lead,” she 
said. “I love serving our 
students and the com-
munity so we can make 
a difference in their 
lives.”

She is ready to do her 
part to grow USC Salk 
so they can reach even 
more people. Some of 
her goals include grow-
ing enrollment, expand-
ing partnerships, ex-
panding partnerships 
with other USC cam-
puses, increasing oppor-
tunities for high school 
students, and anything 
else needed to help stu-
dents be successful.

“It’s important for us 
as a campus to make 

sure we are responsive 
to the needs of our stu-
dents and community. 
Relationships and part-
nerships are critical. We 
want to see the needs 
and how we can help,” 
Cone said. 

While she under-
stands that a small col-
lege is not for everyone, 
Cone wants the commu-
nity to know that you 
can get a good education 
without going very far. 

“We have a great team 
in place that is focused on 
providing great opportu-
nities. I see USC Salk as 
one of the top choices for 
our high school students. 
You can do big things 
here. Start here and go 
anywhere,” she said. 

USC Salk is a two-
year campus, but it of-
fers some opportunities 
for students to receive a 
four-year degree with-

out going elsewhere. 
This is made possible 
through partnerships 
with USC’s online Pal-
metto College and sis-
ter USC campuses. USC 
Beaufort offers a part-
nership for the nurs-
ing program while USC 
Aiken is the partner for 
education. 

There’s also a new 
industrial engineering 
program where students 
attend USC Salk for two 
years and then two years 
at USC Aiken.

The nursing program 
is very close to Cone’s 
heart because that’s 
where she devoted the 
past 12 years of her ca-
reer. The registered 
nurse helped grow the 
program to include a 
high-tech lab that gives 
future nurses the chance 
to learn communication, 
nursing skills, and criti-

cal thinking skills before 
touching a real patient.

Cone said it is satisfying 
when Salkehatchie gradu-
ates come back home to 
serve their hometowns. 

“Part of who we are is 
that we grow our own,” 
she said

She and her husband 
Jason have been together 
for over 22 years. Jason is 
agency manager of Farm 
Bureau for Barnwell, 
Aiken and Bamberg 
counties, but previously 
worked as a state troop-
er in Hampton and Al-
lendale counties. Their 
18-year-old twins Logan 
and Austin graduated 
this year from Patrick 
Henry Academy. Logan 
plans to attend USC Co-
lumbia to major in public 
health and wants to work 
in healthcare adminis-
tration. Austin plans to 
go to Erskine College on 
a football scholarship to 
major in business.

Cone is the daughter 
of Janet Ginn of Barn-
well and the late Steve 
Rushing of Estill.

Barnwell native leads USC Salk

Dr. April Cone (right) with her husband Jason, daughter Logan, and son Austin. 
Photo Courtesy: Keagan Riser Photography

No matter where you live in South Carolina, you 

can now access expert medical care without driving long 

distances. Our telehealth portal lets you see MUSC Health 

physicians over the internet and in the convenience of your 

own home. So whether you’re battling seasonal allergies or 

a virus like COVID-19, taking care is now taking it easy.

Now staying healthy 
can mean staying put.

SCHEDULE A VIRTUAL VISIT AT

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

  

 

CCOOIINN    
  COLLECTOR 

Morgan Dollars | Mercury Dimes 
Standing Liberty Half-Dollars 

Black Eagle Dollar Bills | Confederate, etc. 

Can meet 
you at your 

bank or  
my office  

(by appt. only)  
to discuss 

your  
collection! 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Dr. Martin Shealy 
Today at 803-259-9412 

Local Coin Collector looking 
to buy your American or  

Foreign Coin & Currency  
Collections. 

Gold,  
Silver  
and  

Copper  
Coins 

“We provide 

people in the 

local community 

opportunities to 

completely change 

the trajectory of 

their lives and 

the lives of their 

family.” 

- Dr. April Cone, 

New dean of 

USC Salkehatchie
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Engagement

Mary "Brett" Whittle and Andrew JW Stephens got engaged on July 24, 2022.

Mary 'Brett' Whittle, 
Andrew JW Stephens

Andrew JW Stephens and Mary “Brett” Whittle of Springfield are 
happy to announce their engagement on July 24, 2022. 

They went to school together in K5 and didn’t know each other’s 
names. However, they got together as a couple in 11th grade and have 
been together for nearly nine years. They enjoy spending time together 
outdoors, including riding ATVs, fishing, and duck hunting. 

Andrew asked Brett to marry him in the sunflower field in front of 
their home.

Brett is the manager of Mary’s Kitchen in Springfield.
Andrew is a lineman with Carolina Power & Signalization. 
The couple looks forward to their upcoming wedding in 2023. 

Birthday

Martha Ellison Lott celebrated her 6th birthday on July 18, 2022.

Martha Ellison Lott 
celebrates 6th birthday

Martha Ellison Lott celebrated her sixth birthday on July 18, 2022 
during a horse-themed party where she and her friends made 

horse crafts from PaiDan Productions in Barnwell. 
She is the daughter of Josh and Brittany Lott of Williston. 
Martha Ellison has one brother, Cash, and one sister, the late Lila Brynn. 
Grandparents are Joey and Caroline Lott of Blackville and Craig and 

Jeri Lyn Ridgeway of Barnwell. 
Great-grandparents are Monroe and Marcia Lott of Blackville, Joan and 

Dean Hartzog of Barnwell, Doris and the late Charles Ridgeway of Barn-
well; and the late Vic and Martha Whetsone of Denmark.

Wedding

Cheryl D. Banks and Tyrone A. Murdock were married on July 16, 2022.

Cheryl Banks, Tyrone 
Murdock unite in marriage

Cheryl D. Banks of Barnwell and Tyrone A. Murdock of Bamberg 
were united in marriage on Saturday, July 16, 2022 at Sweetwater 

Country Club in Barnwell. The Rev. Lisa Way officiated. 
The bride was given in marriage by George E. Carrie. 
The bride's dress was a V-neck ivory gown with beaded floral lace 

appliques and crystals atop a subtly glittery underlay with a mermaid 
silhouette frame flowing into a layered tulle chapel train. 

The bride carried a bouquet of ivory and royal blue roses with fold 
cala lillies. 

Chaquita Cannon served as matron of honor. 
Bridesmaids were Erica Brown (sister of the groom) and Ashia Murdock 

(sister-in-law of the groom). 
Renee Carrie (sister of the bride) served as maid of honor. 
Genesis Fredrick, Emma Grace Harley, and Mariyah Russ served as 

flower girls. 
Kyree Hammond served as ring bearer. 
Jamaal Murdock (brother of the groom) was best man. 
Groomsmen were Eddie Brown (brother-in-law of the groom), Glen 

Perry (best friend of the groom), and Tony McCreary (cousin-in-law of 
the bride). 

Vickey McCreary (cousin of the bride) served as the wedding director and 
Ranesha Harmond (cousin of the groom) served as wedding coordinator. 

Following the wedding, a reception was held at Sweetwater Country 
Club. 

The bride is the daughter of Mary Banks of Kline and George Carrie of 
Elko. She is a 1997 graduate of Barnwell High School and is employed 
by the Axis I Center of Barnwell. 

The groom is the son of Pastor Warren and Marcella Murdock of Bam-
berg. He is a 1997 graduate of Berkeley High School and is employed by 
Crete Carrier Trucking. 

Following a wedding trip to Miami, Florida, the couple will reside in 
Barnwell. 
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EDISTO ISLAND - Albert Rhett Heyward III, 76, 
passed away July 24, 2022 with his family by his side 
after a short battle with cancer. 

The son of Albert Rhett Heyward II and Anna Belle 
Carroll Heyward, he was born October 23, 1945 at 
Providence Hospital in Columbia, South Carolina. He 
was raised in Columbia, and had an idyllic childhood 
running wild with his siblings and a passel of neigh-
borhood kids on Springlake Road. He graduated from 
the Bolles School in 1963 and received a Bachelor of the 
Arts degree in History from The Citadel in 1968. While 
at the Citadel, he was an unmodel cadet and one of the 
Boo’s Lambs.

After the Citadel, Albert served in the United States 
Marine Corps in active duty for three years and in the Reserves for twenty years, 
retiring as a Major. One corpsman serving underneath him described Albert as his 
toughest but best company commander—the enlisted men in his service always 
got what they needed first, before the officers.

After retiring from active service, Albert worked with his father and brother 
at W. B. Guimarin & Company as an estimator before founding Ecology Control 
Systems, a sales, service and light manufacturing company he operated for nearly 
a decade. In the early 80’s, he turned his entrepreneurial expertise to the emerging 
industry of Self Storage. He was both a pioneer and a titan of the industry, devel-
oping almost one million square feet of property along the Eastern seaboard. He 
was a coveted speaker, served on both the regional and national boards of the Self 
Storage Association, and was an active consultant to numerous property develop-
ment groups throughout the nation.

Albert found many other communities to serve, including the Columbia Rotary 
and the Richland County School District One board. His service as a little league 
coach spanned many years, and he was as well known for being hard on his play-
ers as for their sheer devotion to him. They still remember his winning strategies 
of caffeinated drinks before the game and celebratory Baskin Robbins after a win.  

Albert was passionate about family history and was an active member of the 
Society of the Cincinnati. He was an avid hunter, not only in the United States, but 
in Argentina and Africa. He was an avid collector and trader of collectible automo-
biles, boats, and Harley Davidson motorcycles. He loved riding with friends in the 
mountains of North Carolina, Bike Week in Myrtle Beach and Daytona, and once 
made the trek from South Carolina to Sturgis. Despite his tenure as an unmodel 
cadet at the Citadel, he was a model alumnus, and was passionate about the Stray 
Dogs Society. He was previously a member of the Columbia Cotillion, the Caro-
liniana Ball, Forest Lake Club, and was a graduate of Mrs. Sloan’s Dance School.

Surviving Albert are his wife, Misty Lambert Heyward; his children, Mary Al-
lison Heyward, Albert Rhett Heyward IV, Daniel Wayne Lambert (Ginny Rice), and 
Katelynn Dell Lambert; grandchildren Julia Coles Heyward, Albert Rhett Heyward 
V, Eliza Ann Heyward, and their mother, Julia Eckhardt Heyward; his former wife, 
Cynthia Brown Heyward; his siblings, Church Carroll Heyward (Susan Burnett), 
Anna Belle Heyward Kibler, and Sarah Heyward Ide (Charles Hugh Ide); and a slew 
of nieces, nephews, grand-nieces and grand-nephews, all of whom will endeavor 
to live life as fully as the Kingfish.

A memorial service for Albert Rhett Heyward III will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday 
August 6, 2022 at St. Andrews Anglican Church in Mount Pleasant. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at 1:30 p.m. at the Citadel Boat House. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to The Stray Dog Society, c/o The Citadel Foundation, 164 Market St. 
#394, Charleston, S.C. 29401 and Fishin’ for a Mission, c/o St. Andrews Church, 440 
Whilden Street, Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29464. 

Dyches Funeral Home and Crematory, 11372 Ellenton Street, Barnwell, is assist-
ing the family. 
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BLACKVILLE - A Celebration of Life service for Leon 

Ronald Lott Jr., 81, of Blackville, was held at 3 o’clock 
p.m., Saturday, July 30, 2022 in the Folk Funeral Home 
Chapel, Williston, SC with Dr. Thomas Terry and Rev-
erend Micah Greene officiating. Burial followed in the 
Blackville Cemetery with Masonic Rites accorded. The 
family received friends one hour prior to the service at 
the funeral home on Saturday. Memorial contributions 
may be sent to the Shriner’s Children’s Hospital, 950 
West Faris Rd., Greenville, SC 29605. 

Ronald passed away on Wednesday, July 27, 2022.
Born in Blackville, he was a son of the late Leon Ron-

ald Lott Sr. and Mary Gardner Lott. He was a member 
of the Blackville First Baptist Church where he attended 

the Sara Sunday School Class. He was a lifetime member of the Blackville Masonic 
Lodge and was a member of the Eastern Star. Ronald began his career at A & P 
Grocery where he worked from 1961 to 1972. He then went on to pursue a life as 
an insurance salesman for 33 years and loved meeting new people. He also loved 
fishing and especially loved the Edisto River. He always had a bountiful garden 
with plenty of vegetables to share. Ronald also enjoyed riding his golf-cart and 
loved visiting and talking with people; he never met a stranger. 

Survivors include his loving wife of more than 60 years, Jimmie Ann Rodgers Lott; 
two daughters, Jamie (Jeff) Willis of Seneca, S.C. and Melanie (Kevin) Graening of 
Newland, N.C.; brothers, Charles Lott of Barnwell, S.C., Larry (Kay) Lott of Lugoff, 
S.C., Kenneth (Gwen) Lott of Tifton, GA, and Raymond (Suzanne) Lott of Barnwell, 
S.C.; his grandchildren, Ashley Willis, Samantha Willis, Katy (Micah) Greene, and 
Alex Graening and his partner Mads Vanvickle; great-grandchildren, Charlotte and 
Haddie Greene; and numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by a brother, Allen Lott. 
Folk funeral Home, Inc. and Crematory assisted the family with arrangements. 

Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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BARNWELL - Patricia Ann (Goode) Ussery, 82, of 
Barnwell, passed away July 24, 2022 in Summerville, 
while under the care of her family and hospice. “Pat” 
was the loving wife to the late Perry Oneal Ussery; she 
was born in Victoria, Texas on August 5, 1939. She was 
the daughter of the late Aline and Jimmy Mulcahy.

She is preceded in death by sisters Mary Skelton and 
Carolyn Mulcahy. She is survived by daughter Pamela 
Sue Ussery of Barnwell, and son Jimmy (Teresa) Ussery 
of Summerville. She is also survived by siblings Bobby 
Sue Arnold of Atlanta, GA; Tommy (Connie) Goode 
of Lebanon, TN; Jack Goode of Carthage, TN; Danny 
(Susan) Goode of Lebanon, TN. She leaves behind 
grandchildren Marissa Pabon-Cortes and Megan Uss-

ery, both of Schertz, TX; step-grandchildren Eric (Tasha) Schnabel of Garner, N.C.; 
Alicia (Joey) Christian of Astoria, OR; great-grandchildren Micah and Mackenzie 
Ramos, Waylon Schnabel, and a number of nieces and nephews.

Patricia was a 1957 graduate of Smith County High School in Carthage, TN. Soon 
thereafter she was united in marriage to her husband of 45 years, Perry Ussery. She 
worked for a few years as an operator for the telephone company, but her main 
career in life was as a supportive military wife, homemaker, and mother. During this 
time, they lived in LA, FL, GA, Japan, SC, and TN before finally settling in Barnwell.

She was highly patriotic and enjoyed discussing politics, competitive bowling, 
movies, music, reading, and family gatherings that often included playing and 
singing country music. She was very fond of the family dogs, who were also fam-

ily to her. She loved reading the Bible and was a member of Barnwell First Baptist 
Church. She will be greatly missed by her family and friends who knew her as very 
loving and devoted.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, August 6, 2022 at the Mole Funeral Home 
Chapel at 2 p.m., with memorial service to follow at 3 p.m. Mole Funeral Home is 
assisting the family.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com. 
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On Wednesday, July 20th, 2022, Richard Lamar 
Creech, loving son, brother, and uncle, peacefully 
passed away at the age of eighty-one at Lexington 
Medical Center.

Richard was born August 9, 1940, in Charleston, South 
Carolina to Talcott Broadus “Tac” Creech and Ruby 
Ferguson Creech. He was a graduate of Barnwell High 
School and worked for the Department of Energy at the 
Savannah River Plant for most of his career. 

Richard had an unparalleled passion for sports of 
all kinds, especially tennis and racing. As his father, 
Tac, was a mechanic for his entire life, Richard shared 
this love for automobiles and motorcycles. He was 
particularly fond of his 1967 Pontiac GTO, which he 

often affectionately referred to as his “GOAT”. An avid music lover, hunter and 
fisherman, Richard was known for his quick wit, his infectious smile, and his kind 
and compassionate spirit.

Richard was preceded in death by his father, Talcott “Tac,” his mother, Ruby, and 
a brother, Bobby Creech. He is survived by his older brother, Talcott Broadus Creech 
Jr. and his wife Cynthia of Atlanta, GA and their five children – Gayle Lyell, Eddie, 
Don, Stanley and Kevin Creech; his older sister, Patricia Creech Berry of Greenville, 
SC and her 2 children, Bonnie and Byron Berry; and Gary, Amy Hiott, Tony and 
Timothy Creech, children of Darlene Creech and his late brother, Bobby Creech.  

A memorial service will be held this Sunday, August 7th, 2022, at Mole Funeral 
Home in Barnwell. The family will receive friends at the funeral home beginning 
at 1:30 p.m. A private graveside memorial will follow the service. 

The family has requested in lieu of flowers that donations be sent to Barnwell 
High School Booster Club/Tennis, 474 Jackson Street, Barnwell, S.C. 29812.. 
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WILLISTON - Virginia M. Hutto, 87, widow of the 
late Joe Hutto, passed away July 27, 2022 at her home 
in Williston. She was the daughter of the late Leighton 
Morris and Lorene Ferguson. She was born on June 2, 
1935 in Barnwell.

She was a member of Long Branch Baptist Church and 
worked many positions in the church during her life. 
Virginia was a very loving wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. She always put her family and 
faith first. She loved traveling with her brothers, sisters, 
and family to the beach and mountains.

Virginia is preceded in death by her sons, Joel Hutto 
and Phil Hutto; sister, Glorene Johnston; brothers, L.M. 
Morris and Cleveland Morris. She is survived by chil-

dren, Pam Grubbs, Pat (Phillip) Smith, Kenny Hutto, and daughter-in-law, Tanya 
Brown; grandchildren Missy (Drew) Platts, Ron (Leslie) Grubbs, Eddie (Maria) 
Grubbs, Tiffany Smith, Wayne (Geni) Hutto, Brian (Brittany) Hutto, Josi (Chris) 
Hutto, and Tyler Hutto; great-grandchildren Albany Platts, Dj Platts, Luke Grubbs, 
Joey Grubbs, Zack Owens, Bella Padgett, Connor Hutto, Lena Hutto, Zander Hutto, 
Hayes and Eliza Hutson; siblings Rogers Morris, Neta Rutland, and Caroline Cramer.

Funeral services were held on Sunday, July 31, 2022 at Long Branch Baptist Church 
at 3 p.m., with visitation starting one hour prior to the service, and graveside in the 
church cemetery to follow. Pallbearers were: Jeremy Morris, Layton Morris, Billy 
Cramer, Jamie Bolen, Delane McCarty, Bill Bonnette, and Andy Hutto. 

Mole Funeral Home is assisting the family. Sign the online guestbook at molefh.
com.. 
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The Crane Fund for 
Widows and Children 
recently made a $5,000 
contribution to the 
Holy Apostles Church 
Women for the con-
tinuing support of the 
women’s Snack Sack 
mission in 2022.  

The Crane Company 
is better known for its 
partnership with Dixie-
Narco, Williston. This 
contribution is just one 
of many made on be-
half of the project over 
the last several years. 

The Snack Sack mis-
sion at Holy Apostles 
resulted from the con-
cept of a snack pack 
program originated 
years ago when a 
school nurse noticed 
that some students 
were arriving at school 
on Monday mornings 
with headaches, diz-

ziness, stomach aches 
and fatigue. She no-
ticed that these were 
the same students who 
were receiving free or 
reduced lunches. As a 
result the snack sack 
program was launched 
to provide nutritious 

food to qualifying chil-
dren on a weekly basis 
to help them perform 
better at school.

Holy Apostles Wom-
en of the church began 
participation over 10 
years ago.  Currently 
the program serves up-

wards of 100 students.
The program involves 

purchasing the food 
items, picking them 
up, packing individual 
bags, and packing box-
es of bags for distribu-
tion to schools. During 
COVID restrictions the 

snack sacks were dis-
tributed through the 
YMCA for pickup.

Statewide, church-
es participate in this 
worthwhile endeavor 
and it continues to 
thrive today.

The Crane Fund for 
Widows and Children, 
founded as a charitable 
trust in 1914, makes 
contributions to chari-
table organizations 
that provide direct as-
sistance to underserved 
populations in the com-
munities.

The Holy Apostles 
Women of the Church 
are exceedingly appre-
ciative for all Crane’s 
generosity and con-
tinuing support as well 
as that from local agen-
cies and individuals to 
fund this mission. All 
contributions are wel-
come and may be made 
to the Church of the 
Holy Apostles Women, 
Barnwell.

Jeanine Ulmer (left), HR Director at Dixie Narco in Williston, presents a $5,000 check from the 
Crane Fund for Widows and Children to the Women of Holy Apostles Snack Sack program. 
Pictured are Jane Embler, Terry DeLuca, and Paulette Rooney.

Crane donation funds snack sacks

When Richard ‘Bruce’ 
Herrlin moved to the 
Lowcountry from New 
York three years ago, he 
did it for two reasons–to 
be closer to his children 
and to be free. 

Herrlin never intend-
ed to open an animal 
refuge upon moving to 
Barnwell County after 
building mansions for 
35 years on Long Island, 
New York. 

Sitting on 107 acres 
in Kline, Carolina Hills 
Farm Animal Refuge is 
a non-profit organization 
dedicated to saving ani-
mals from the slaughter-
house. 

Herrlin moved to 
Barnwell in 2019 and 
opened the refuge in 
2020 during the pandem-
ic. Coming from East 
Hampton, New York, he 
was looking for a place 
to escape “the ugliness 
of the Northeast” and 
the people who inhabit 
it, he said. 

“I bought a hundred-
something acre farm so I 
could bury myself here,” 
Herrlin said figuratively. 
“This is my little piece of 
heaven, and I'm glad for 
that.” 

As a self-proclaimed 
hermit, he spends most 
of his time on the farm, 
caring for the animals 
and mending infrastruc-
ture. The property will 
not only be a place for 
animals to live out their 
days, but for Herrlin to 
as well. 

“I picked Barnwell 
out of nowhere. I have 
no previous connection 
to this place,” said Her-
rlin. “I moved down here 
three years ago with the 
intention of just retiring 
here basically.”

Herrlin first became ac-
quainted with the south 
as a child visiting Savan-
nah and Charleston with 
his grandparents. His 
fondness for states below 
the Mason-Dixon line 
grew when his daugh-
ter began attending the 
Savannah College of 
Art and Design (SCAD). 
Herrlin would bring her 
back and forth from New 
York to Georgia at the be-
ginning and end of each 
term, and would always 
take an extended stay to 
soak up the south. 

“Even long before my 
daughter even came to 
SCAD, I always loved 
the Lowcountry,” said 
Herrlin. “I always loved 
the south and loved this 
area.” 

“I was really just a 
Southern boy in the 
Northern town anyway 
for my whole life,” said 
Herrlin. 

Herrlin moved to Barn-
well County with no in-
tentions of starting an 
animal refuge. Before he 
did, he was developing a 
feel for growing greens 
in the first year of living 
on his property in effort 
to be more self-sufficient. 

He had successes and 
failures with various 
vegetables like water-
melons, potatoes, and 
cucumbers. Until he 
came across a video that 
shifted his focus from 
flora to fauna.

“One day I happened 
to see a post on Facebook 
in my feed about some 
guy out in his pasture 
with an oxen, and I mean 
the thing was like his 
dog. It would follow him 
around the field, and 
they were buddies,” said 
Herrlin.  

“He talked about how 
he had rescued the oxen 
and he had started an 
animal sanctuary for 
farm animals,” he said. 
“And that got the wheels 
turning, so, maybe I 
should turn my attention 
to the animals instead of 
the plants.” 

He began by research-
ing the need for livestock 
refuges, and found that 
there were only a hand-
ful of organizations in 
this sort of work in the 
area. 

“I've got the facilities 
more or less, I don't have 
a lot of money for infra-
structure, but I'm pretty 
good with my hands,” 
said Herrlin. “And there 
was lots of stuff left in 
true farmer fashion, they 
never threw anything 
away. So, I cobbled to-
gether some fencing.”

Herrlin began using 
the scrap material left 
on his property to build 
temporary enclosures 

until he could get mate-
rials to build more. 

“I had built the goat 
pen because they came 
first, and I had already 
had a little bit of a chick-
en coop because I had 
bought some hens to lay 
eggs before I started the 
rescue,” said Herrlin. 
“But the pigs, I didn't 
have any place geared 
for.”

Herrlin originally built 
the pig pen for an older 
pig who was losing his 
mobility, meaning he 
didn’t feel the need to 
tremendously secure the 
fencing. 

This was until his 
drove of pigs grew to 18 
oinkers. 

He promptly secured 
the fencing, and began 
constructing a pen built 
with hog wire to prevent 
any escapes. 

The pigs are currently 
still in their original pen 
and will be transferred 
to their new digs once 
the weather cools down. 

“I'm ready to make the 

transfer, but I've been 
waiting because the ex-
isting pen is very well 
shaded and it's closer to 
the house” for water pur-
poses, said Herrlin, as he 
has not had the funding 
to establish sufficient ir-
rigation yet. He currently 
runs about 500 feet of 
garden hose to ensure his 
animals stay hydrated.

“I don't have the mon-
ey to buy all the plastic 
polypipe, dig a trench, 
and get water out there. 
That's why we've been 
trying to fundraise to go 
towards freshening up 
the infrastructure,” said 
Herrlin. 

The property was left 
vacant for 15 years, so 
he spends a lot of time 
clearing brush which 
has led to discovering 
new assets to the land 
like old, but usable, farm 
equipment. 

The 107 acres is made 
of unique habitats that 
will suit any and all 
animals he welcomes 
to the farm. With a pine 

tree grove, two ponds, a 
couple buildings in need 
of repair, and countless 
areas for his rescue dogs 
to frolic, Herrlin is grow-
ing the space to serve all 
livestock.

To spread the word 
about his initiative and 
potentially grow dona-
tions, Herrlin took to 
Facebook and began 
making daily posts 
about happenings on the 
farm in March 2020. 

“In the first three 
months, I was doing two 
posts a day in the morn-
ing and evening,” said 
Herrlin.  “A lot of it was 
just about the daily go-
ings on the farm.”

“It's not always about 
the animals. It’s more 
like whatever I'm doing, 
mowing, or fixing bro-
ken equipment. It's kind 
of like a daily diary more 
than anything else,” he 
said. 

Herrlin believes he’s 
posted nearly 900 up-
dates on the refuge and 
doesn’t ever miss a day, 

even on holidays. 
“I don't know if that's 

good or bad. I mean, I get 
some compliments on my 
writing and I get people 
saying that they look for-
ward to reading the posts 
every day, whether it's 
about the animals or not. 
So, I guess I'll just keep 
doing it, but I don't know 
how else to call attention 
to us,” said Herrlin. 

He was encouraged 
by friends to expand his 
network and start post-
ing on community pages 
like ‘What’s Happening 
Barnwell County?’ and 
was welcomed to post on 
the New Hope Animal 
Rescue page as well. 

“Little by little, a few 
people noticed. The 
next thing I know, I had 
people willing to donate 
$20 here, $50 there, or 
fencing, or a doghouse, 
or some cage material,” 
said Herrlin. 

Donations are what fu-
els Carolina Hills Farm 
Animal Refuge. Without 
the support of the com-
munity, Herrlin would 
not be able to financially 
support his efforts. 

During the week of 
July 24, the farm’s Face-
book page reached more 
viewers than ever before. 
“Viewers, shares, likes, 
follows, everything ex-
ploded,” said Herrlin. 
“This has been the single 
best week my page has 
ever had.”

To make the week 
better, local restaurant 
Chrome Dome & Nutts 
held a fundraiser on Sat-
urday, July 30 where a 
percentage of their sales 
from the entire day went 
to the refuge. 

Herrlin is also a mem-
ber of the Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter 
Board and plans to con-
tinue helping local ani-
mals in any way he can. 

Aside from help from 
his son when needed, 
and company from his 
animals, Herrlin runs 
the refuge by himself. 
He continues to do it, de-
spite the challenges, for 
the love of the animals. 

Currently, he is not 
looking to take on volun-
teers but hopes he may 
be able to one day. He 
has the facilities to house 
larger livestock, like 
horses and cows, and 
hopes this too will be in 
the future for the refuge. 

Right now, Carolina 
Hills Farm Animal Ref-
uge is in need of dona-
tions–both material and 
monetary. 

All monetary dona-
tions can be received 
through PayPal or 
through Venmo (@Caro-
linaHillsFarmInc). Reach 
out to ‘Carolina Hills 
Farm Animal Refuge’ on 
Facebook to donate ma-
terials. 

Carolina Hills Farm Animal Refuge garners support 
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

These pigs are some of the animals you can find at Carolina Hills Farm Animal Refuge in Barnwell County.

This goat is ready for his close-up. Photos by: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

Contributed Photo

Paulette Rooney
Contributed



The People-Sentinel • Wednesday, August 3, 2022 • Page 9A

At the beginning 
and end of each 

day at the Barnwell 
County Career Center’s 
(BCCC) STEM Camp, 
campers teach director 
David Augustine some-
thing new they learned 
in their classes. 

“They have all shared 
with me, every morn-
ing and every afternoon, 
what they've learned 
and some of the things 
that they've picked up 
on,” said Augustine, 
who learned from both 
returning campers and 
newcomers. 

The second annual, 
free STEM Camp, was 
held from July 25 to July 
27 and joined together 
students from all schools 
in Barnwell County to 
learn about how technol-
ogy impacts our world. 

Students learned about 
how technology affects 
the fields of health sci-
ence, marketing, auto-
motive technology, ag-
riculture, mechanical 
engineering, and cyber 
security. Each class was 
taught by a BCCC educa-
tor. 

Natasha Broxton teach-
es marketing, and aims 
to “incorporate service 
activities to teach them 
more about giving back 
instead of just receiving,” 
she said. 

Broxton has a passion 
for teaching marketing 
because it incorporates 
creativity. She finds the 
creative element of mar-
keting encourages stu-
dents to bring their own 
ideas into their work. 

“When students are 
creative and they bring 
their own spin into it, 
then they're more excited 
about their work,” said 
Broxton. Marketing stu-
dents are responsible for 
the bulletin boards de-
picting student successes 
and career opportunities 
displayed in the hallways 
of BCCC. 

BCCC marketing stu-
dents have made Christ-
mas cards for local nurs-
ing homes, supported 
breast cancer awareness 
in October, and distribut-
ed candy canes for every 
student in the school. 

“I like how a lot of the 
things are hands-on and 
more interactive,” said 
camper Maddie Lynch, 
whose favorite courses at 
camp are marketing and 
automotive technology. 

Automotive technol-
ogy taught by BCCC ed-
ucator Mark Epperson, 
seemed to be a favorite of 
many campers. 

“I like all the classes 
and learning new things. 
Mr. E, he's funny, I like 
doing all his classes,” 
said Ashley Williamson, 
a BCCC camper. 

Campers Evie Hind-
man, Anthony Barrett, 
and Trinity Jordan all 
concurred they enjoyed 
Epperson’s classes be-
cause he made important 
life lessons like learning 
to change a tire fun. 

“I'm just as mature as 
they are and they just 
enjoy it,” said Epperson 
with a laugh. 

“I've worked them like 
rented mules and they've 
loved it,” he said. “They 
changed a tire and liked 
it, they balanced a tire 
and they liked it. It's such 

great exposure.”
Epperson refers to 

BCCC STEM Camp as 
a ‘win-win,’ because 
not only are students 
learning essential life 
skills, but they are mak-
ing friends from other 
schools that they may not 
otherwise make. 

On the last day of 
camp, students did a proj-
ect resulting in pink pig 
hats. While wearing his 
handmade hat, camper 
Rylan Johnson explained 
the knowledge and skills 
he learned in Epperson’s 
class will stick with him 
forever. 

“I liked changing tires 
and stuff,” said Johnson. 

“You learn how to fix 
tires, change tires, bal-

ance tires, put weights 
on them,” said camper 
Tanner Jackson, who sat 
with fellow campers and 
friends, Colton Uldrick 
and Sylas Tolbert. 

“We've been learn-
ing about agriculture, 
plants, and animals. 
And it gets really de-
tailed,” said Tolbert. “We 
also learned about social 
security and stuff like 
that, and we had fun do-
ing it, too.”

Tolbert explained that 
on the first day of camp 
students were learning 
about artificial intelli-
gence (AI) technology. 

“We played this little 
game where we had to 
write specific instruc-
tions for our teammate 

to follow to get you to a 
certain location. If you 
make a mistake, you have 
to erase it, and rewrite it,” 
said Tolbert. 

BCCC guidance coun-
selor Mercedes Walker 
spent her first week at 
BCCC welcoming stu-
dents to the summer 
STEM program and was 
impressed with how 
smoothly the program 
runs. 

“I was very impressed 
with this program and 
the way that it operated,” 
said Walker. “I walked 
into a well organized sys-
tem. The schedule was al-
ready mapped out so the 
students were ready and 
then when they came in, 
they got into their groups, 
and then they went into 
their classes and it was a 
smooth rotation.”

Even though it was 
her first week at BCCC, 
Walker felt students were 
highly motivated and en-
gaged in learning at this 
school. 

“They could answer 
every question that Mr. 
Augustine asked them 

and they could share 
about what they learned 
in the classes,” said 
Walker. “I've been a part 
of programs like this be-
fore, and this one is very 
impressive to me.”

Walker asked each stu-
dent if they were to con-
sider coming to BCCC 
after camp was finished 
and what program they 
would be interested 
in. Each student asked 
named a career or an in-
terest that was taught at 
BCCC. 

BCCC is a vocational 
school that allows stu-
dents to work toward cer-
tifications like Occupa-
tional Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), 
Certified Nursing Assis-
tant (CNA), Automotive 
Service Excellence (ASE), 
and many more. Certifi-
cations are specific to the 
course in which students 
are enrolled. 

BCCC offers students 
training in their areas of 
interest to further their 
career possibilities. Stu-
dents are getting a taste 
of what attending BCCC 
looks like through their 
three-days at camp. 

BCCC student Anna 
Walling plans on coming 
to the school for health 
science and has aspira-
tions of a career in the 
field. 

Camper Kazor Mor-
gan finds BCCC helpful 
in fulfilling his future 
career goals as a welder. 
Welding and automotive 
technology were two of 
his favorite courses. 

BCCC offers programs 
in agricultural educa-
tion, auto technology, 
building construction, 
cosmetology, criminal 
justice, cyber security, 
electricity, health science, 
marketing education, 
mechatronics, mechani-
cal design, pharmacol-
ogy, and welding. 

For more information 
about Barnwell County 
Career Center programs, 
visit https://www.bccc80.
com/ or call (803) 259-
5512. 

Career Center STEM Camp educates youth 
Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!

Campers learn about drafting a Captain America’s shield with instructor Gibby Sanders (not pictured). 

Health science instructor Dawn Wilbanks (center) teaches students about the parts of a 
human eye in a BCCC health-science course.

Campers learned about welding and engineering using 
spray cheese and crackers to replicate building materials. 

Photos by: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

everything we had is 
ashes.” 

According to Bolen, the 
fire department was still 
at the firehouse from the 
first call when they got 
the second call. 

The family lost three 
cats, some fish, and a 
gecko in the fire. They 
were able to get their 
dogs and mother cat with 
kittens out before the 
house was engulfed. 

“ I  have  owned my 

house for 17 years, paid 
for in full. It was old and 
the younger me didn't 
know of all the things I 
should have had insured. 
I had no insurance on the 
house, it is a total loss,” 
said Bolen on Facebook. 

Bolen’s sister,  Ash-
ley Pender, wrote in the 
GoFundMe description, 
“Susan is a single moth-
er who couldn’t afford 
homeowner’s insurance 
and will be trying to re-

build their lives on a 
single income.” 

“We're having to start 
over completely,” said 
Bolen. “I really haven’t 
had the time to sit down 
and try to make a list” of 
everything they need to 
restart their lives. 

The Red Cross has re-
sponded and is providing 
food, clothing, shelter, 
and resources. 

“The  Red  Cross  i s 
helping four people by 

providing financial-as-
sistance for immediate 
needs such as food, cloth-
ing, and shelter, along 
with referrals to much 
needed resources,” ac-
cording to The Red Cross 
press release in response 
to this incident. 

Since Saturday’s di-
saster,  Bolen and her 
daughters have found 
temporary housing.  

“We sure do appreciate 
any and everything that 
people have donated, and 
sent, and their prayers, and 
their kind words,” said 
Bolen. “You really don't 
realize how devastating 
something like this can be 
until you're actually in it.” 

“It makes me feel really 
good that there's been 
an outpouring of people 
asking what we need. It 
is a blessing and I'm very 

thankful,” said Bolen.  
Both Bolen and her 

daughter, Payton, work 
at Russell’s, a pizza res-
taurant in Williston. 

“They've been support-
ive as far as helping us 
and making sure we've 
still got a job,” said Bolen 
about her employers. 

According to Chief 
Melton, the Williston 
Police Department have 
made a report as they 
investigate the fire. WPD 
Chief James Gainey and 
Captain John Griffin deny 
the WPD’s involvement at 
this time. Bolen is unsure 
of the WPD’s involvement 
in the situation. 

“They've made a report 
and then I'm checking in 
on a few things myself,” 
said Chief Melton. 

Community members 
can help in a couple ways 

both materially and mon-
etarily. 

Bolen’s sister-in-law, 
Tristian Cartrite Bolen, 
p o s t e d  o n  F a c e b o o k 
clothing sizes and other 
items the family is in 
need of, such as beds, fur-
niture, and kitchen items. 

Here are the clothing siz-
es posted by Cartrite-Bolen: 

• Shoe sizes: Women’s 
8, 8 ½ to 9, Children’s 
size 4/5

• Shirt  sizes:  Adult 
small, medium, 2x, 
and children’s 8/10

• Pants sizes: Wom-
en’s 3 to 6 (or small), 
women’s  8  to  12 
(large),  children’s 
8/10, women’s 18

The family is grateful to 
everyone who is helping 
them get back on their 
feet after this devastat-
ing fire. 

Fire: Donations sought for Williston family after devastating fire FROM PAGE 1A

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Stay informed about your community by 

subscribing to the newspaper. 

Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
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Chief Robinson does 
not “see where we can 
justify asking for an ani-
mal control officer in the 
police department or city 
with this minor number 
of calls for animal com-
plaints.” 

In this email to the 
council ,  Chief Robin-
son states, “there were 
no calls from March 15, 
2022, to June 6, 2022. 

However, on March 
22, 2022, resident Bobby 
Solomon was harassed 
by dogs near  Patter-
son Street.  Witnesses 
p r o m p t l y  c a l l e d  t h e 
dispatch and BPD re-

sponded to the scene. 
This is the same area 
where Rose Hartzog was 
attacked by dogs on July 
18, 2022. 

The figures stated by 
Chief  Robinson were 
given to him by dispatch. 
An anonymous source 
provided the newspaper 
with dispatch records 
that state 45 calls were 
made between March 15 
and June 6. The People-
Sentinel will look into 
these figures in an up-
coming article. 

After the special meet-
ing of city council, Chief 
Robinson was informed 

the reports he received 
from dispatch and then 
gave to city council were 
incomplete. 

The report given to 
The People-Sentinel now 
matches the BPD’s up-
dated report of animal 
complaint calls. How-
ever, according to Chief 
Robinson, the percentage 
of animal complaint calls 
presented to council will 
not increase substan-
tially. 

A motion was made 
by Councilman Jimbo 
Moody to establish an 
animal control officer in 
Barnwell City limits. This 

officer must be a certified 
police officer, and will 
handle code enforcement 
in addition to animal 
control. This position is 
similar to that of now 
retired Officer Drayton 
Gantt. 

Currently, all BPD of-
ficers respond to animal 
complaint calls and there 
is no formal training BPD 
officers have in animal 
handling as it is not a 
state requirement. 

Captain Howard in-
formed the council that 
his current force of 16 (14 
officers, 1 administrator, 
and 1 victims advocate), 

keeps at least two officers 
on each shift. Allocating 
a current BPD officer 
to handle code enforce-
ment and animal control 
specifically, would leave 
a shift short of an officer. 

This  prompted the 
council to consider cre-
ating an entirely new 
position within BPD that 
would handle animal 
control, code enforce-
ment, and be a certified 
police officer which al-
lows said officer to assist 
in other events. 

The council went into 
executive session to dis-
cuss a contractual matter, 

personnel salaries for the 
2023 fiscal year, and a 
personnel matter involv-
ing a possible  termina-
tion of a city employee. 

The public  lef t  the 
room during closed ses-
sion. Without inviting 
non-council  members 
back to the chambers, 
Barnwell City Council 
adjourned the meeting 
and left the building; 
however, the short por-
tion of the meeting after 
closed session was live-
streamed on Facebook. 

No votes were taken, 
according to  counci l 
members. 

Animal Control: City of Barnwell to hire animal control officer FROM PAGE 1A

American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding is 
helping the City of Barn-
well upgrade its aging 
fleet of vehicles. 

Barnwell City Council 
discussed buying or leas-
ing vehicles, “mostly for 
police, but also for a few 
other departments,” dur-
ing two recent meetings. 

The city recognizes 
the need for three po-
lice vehicles, a vehicle 
for the parks and recre-
ation department, and 

an administration ve-
hicle. City Administrator 
Lynn McEwen asked the 
council to consider the 
best route to purchase 
these vehicles, and to 
consider applying for 
a governmental Com-
munity Development 
Block Grant to purchase 
a water pump truck. 

To purchase the three 
police vehicles, it is sug-
gested after thoughtful 
consideration by Ad-
ministrator McEwen and 
staff  to uti l ize ARPA 
funding to immediately 
buy the cars and get the 
fleet on a stable rotation. 

To purchase the parks 

and recreation depart-
ment vehicle, Adminis-
trator McEwen proposed 
budgeting $30,000 in the 
Lemon Park budget for 
the vehicle and paying 
for it with hospitality 
savings. 

The administrat ion 
vehicle was proposed to 
be purchased with ARPA 
funding for $30,000. 

No action was taken 
at a special July 26 meet-
ing, but council did vote 
on some of the vehicles 
at the regular August 1 
meeting. 

McEwen recommend-
e d  t h a t  c o u n c i l  u s e 
$180,000 in ARPA funds 

to purchase three police 
vehicles and one admin-
istration vehicle. 

However, Police Chief 
Lamaz Robinson said 
there are four police ve-
hicles currently available 
through a state contract.  
Vehicles are currently 
hard to come by and 
there is often a waiting 
list, but Chief Robinson 
said these vehicles were 
originally ordered by 
another department and 
are now not needed.

Since  the  Barnwel l 
Police Department is 
in need of five patrol 
vehicles and has three 
in the shop, the chief 

asked council to fund 
four Ford police patrol 
vehicles. This extra ve-
hicle would increase the 
price to $230,000. 

Councilman Ron Still 
said he's not against the 
extra vehicle, but he also 
wants to look out for the 
fire department, which is 
in need of funding for a 
renovation project of its 
outdated facility. 

"We 've  over looked 
the fire department for 
years. It's time we stand 
up and show these guys 
that they mean some-
thing to us, too," said 
Still. 

Administrator McE-

wen said council  has 
discussed using ARPA 
funding for the fire de-
partment, but has not 
voted on the issue. 

In the end,  council 
unanimously voted to al-
locate $230,000 in ARPA 
funds to purchase four 
police vehicles and an 
administration vehicle. 

These purchases will 
leave a little over $1.3 
million in ARPA funds 
for the city to use for 
other projects, including 
the fire department.  

As of press time, vot-
ing on the other vehicles 
and the fire department 
had not taken place.

City approves funding for police cars, other vehicles
Alexandra Whitbeck & 

Jonathan Vickery
Staff

The Blackville Library recently welcomed author and speaker Stephanie Kauffman for a book 
signing and storytime

Author visits 
Blackville Library

Well, the impend-
ing doom is 

upon me.
The last rays of sum-

mer are disappearing 
over the horizon, the 
light of freedom extin-
guished by the coming 
shroud of darkness.

Teachers and kids 
alike know what I’m re-
ferring to.

The school year is 
about to begin. 

As I silently mourn, I 
reflect upon the books 
I read this summer and 
divulge them here.

1. Snow, Glass, Ap-
ples by Neil Gaiman

The first half of the 
summer was spent read-
ing short stories. There-
fore, I didn’t complete a 
lot of books. Most of my 
time was spent reading 

individual short stories 
from different antholo-
gies. However, I did 
start to read this par-
ticular short story col-
lection by Neil Gaiman. 
Did I finish it? No, but 
I plan to eventually. Did 
I enjoy it? Yes. There 
were weird, insightful 
stories, per Gaiman’s 
usual style.  

2. The Darkest Part 
of the Forest by Holly 
Black

This YA fantasy 
hooked me, which is 
saying a lot. There were 
a lot of attributes about 
the book I didn’t partic-
ularly care for, mostly 
stemming from relation-
ship dynamics between 
characters that are prob-
lematic yet so prevalent 
in YA books. However, 
the book was about 
fae, magic, and swords 
which are things I love. 
So though part of me 

thought it was trashy 
YA, I still enjoyed the 
book as a whole. I think 
I finished it in about 
four days. 

3. The Way of Shad-
ows by Brent Weeks

The first novel of The 
Night Angel Trilogy, 
this was a book I’ve seen 
on shelves in bookstores 
since I was a kid. I ran-
domly decided to give 
it a try. It had a little 

bit of a rocky start, and 
I almost put it back on 
the shelf because it got 
a little tedious, and I 
didn’t want to be bored 
for over 600 pages. But 
I’m glad I pressed on 
because it got better 
and I ended up loving 
the book. It’s filled with 
assassins, magic, and 
the usurping of kings. I 
can’t wait to read its two 
sequels.

4. The Name of the 
Wind by Patrick Rothfuss

This is my current 
read, and I’m hoping to 
have it done by the end 
of the week. It’s a whop-
ping 700-plus pages. But 
it’s such a good read. 
It’s a fantasy following 
the life story of a man 
named Kvothe as he be-
comes a legendary fig-
ure. So far, he has gone 
from being a member 
of an acting troupe, to 
a beggar on the streets 

of a large city, to a Uni-
versity where he studies 
magic. I’m really excited 
to finish the book.

Part of me is dis-
mayed because I did not 
finish as many books 
this summer as I would 
have liked to. At the 
same time, however, I 
know I did a good bit 
of reading. So, as I look 
forward to next summer 
(for more than one rea-
son) I also look forward 
to reading more books. 

Update: New video 
dropping Friday on my 
YouTube channel, Cord-
er’s Creative Corner. I 
am over 40,000 words 
into Project Nightshade. 
More on that next week. 
Stay tuned!

Want to connect with 
David? Send him an email 
at dbcorderwriter@gmail.
com or subscribe to his 
YouTube Channel, Cord-
er’s Creative Corner. 

Corder’s Creative Corner: What I read this summer
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer
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T
he best cure for 
the summer heat 
is a cold treat. 

Local parlors are open 
to serve Barnwell County 
with the best medicine 
for the summer months– 
ice cream. Here’s the full 
scoop on some local fa-
vorites. 

The Scoop House
444 Main St., Blackville

Hours of Operation:
Thursday & Friday: 11 

a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 1 

p.m. - 6 p.m.

Blackville’s ice cream 
scene became a lot sweet-
er with the introduction 
of The Scoop House. 

Tykesha Jenkins 
opened The Scoop House 
in 2021. She wanted to 
fulfill her dream of own-
ing an ice cream shop 
while introducing Black-
ville to things not previ-
ously offered in the area. 

“I always love visiting 
other areas and going to 
the local ice cream shop,” 
said Jenkins. “I love to 
offer people what I en-
joy, too. So, when I first 
started coming up with 
my menu, I was doing it 
really for the community. 
I basically tried to figure 
out what we didn't have 
in Blackville.”

The Scoop House 
serves ice cream in all 
forms, from milkshakes 
to sundaes, and in cones, 
cups, and even jars. Ac-
cording to Jenkins, Scoop 
Jars are one of her best 
sellers. 

Scoop Jars are true to 
their name– ice cream 
in a souvenir jar topped 
with decadent treats of 

your desire. 
“That is one of the rea-

sons why I have a lot of 
people coming from dif-
ferent areas, because the 
scoop jars are something 
that's not offered around 
the area,” said Jenkins.

The Scoop House be-
gan as only serving ice 
cream until Jenkins no-
ticed a growing demand 
by the community for ex-
pansion. 

“I'm selling just as 
many hot dogs as I am 
ice cream,” said Jenkins. 
“I only opened an ice 
cream shop, and people 
would ask, ‘Are you sell-
ing anything else?’ So, 
the hot dogs were just an 
add on.”

This add on quickly 
grew in popularity and 
people are drawn to The 
Scoop House just to try a 
Scoop Dog. 

“I'm very overwhelmed 
by seeing people that 
aren't even from Black-
ville coming, and seeing 
them more than once, 
and of course the local 
people that come every 
time,” said Jenkins. 

In this new endeavor, 
Jenkins stuck to her ini-
tial goal of making things 
she enjoys easily acces-
sible to be enjoyed by 
others. 

“I kind of went from 
that and offered what 
you can't always go get 
in Blackville,” she said. 
“I enjoy a good hot dog, 
chili, toppings, and a 
good drink.” 

Aside from running 
a business, Jenkins is a 
hair stylist, the Blackville 
recreation director, and 
served on the Blackville-
Hilda Board of Education 
for the last two years. 

If not for the ice cream 
or the hot dogs, visit The 
Scoop House for a touch 
of local history. 

“The actual building 
that it's in has been there 
since the late 1800s,” said 
Jenkins, who explained 
there is an old well in the 
front of the building. 

“I'm actually working 
out of a building that my 

grandmother used to ac-
tually pump water from 
that well when she was a 
child,” said Jenkins. “The 
history of being right 
there in that location 
means a lot to me.”

Morgan’s Drugs
12935 Main St., Williston

Hours of Operation: 
Monday to Friday: 9 

a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Sunday: Closed 

A visit to Morgan’s 
Drugs will have you leav-
ing with more than a 
prescription. Serving 16 
flavors that can be shaken 
or dipped in a waffle or 
sugar cone, ice cream is 
a staple of the pharmacy. 

Owner Lloyd Morgan’s 
family established the 
business in 1939, and cur-
rently serves Gilbert, Wil-
liston, and Batesburg. 

“We had another loca-
tion in Springfield for 
years and we had been 
there since 1939. So, when 
we opened up here in 
Williston, we just incor-
porated the ice cream 
idea,” said Morgan. 

While the traditional 
vanilla, strawberry, and 
chocolate are offered, 
Morgan’s Drugs has a 
wide range of Hershey’s 
ice cream. Some of the 
flavors offered are cot-

ton candy, cookies and 
cream, Superman, peach, 
butter pecan, and banana 
pudding.

“The Superman ice 
cream, that’s a big seller 
with the kids,” said Mor-
gan, who noted cotton 
candy as another popular 
flavor. 

All can be spun into 
a milkshake or hand-
dipped in something else 
sweet held in a waffle or 
sugar cone. 

“We sell a lot of ice 
cream, especially this 
time of the year,” said 
Morgan. “We keep some-
body on staff just for ice 
cream.”

Morgan not only sells 
ice cream because it is 
good for business, he 
sells it to connect with 
the community. 

“It gives me an oppor-
tunity to talk about peo-
ple's healthcare needs, 
about where they're 
getting their medicines 
from, or if they have a 
concern about some of 
the medicines that they 
take,” said Morgan. 

Morgan finds ice cream 
can be a great conversa-
tion starter to discuss 
both individual matters 
and community happen-
ings. 

“It's a good place for 
a conversation not just 
about what's going on, 
but about their healthcare 
needs,” said Morgan. 

“A lot of times they're 
getting ice cream while 
they're picking their 
medicine up. So, it gives 
me an opportunity to 
find out a little bit about 
my customers and find 
out what's going on with 
them,” he said. “The ice 
cream is an opportunity 
to reach out to them and 
talk about what's going 
on in their life.”

Candyland on Main 
540 Main St., Barnwell

Hours of Operation:
Monday to Thursday: 1 

p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 11 

a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Owner Toni Hutchins 
opened Candyland on 
Main less than a year ago 
in September 2021. In this 
time, she has built a busi-
ness that serves a wide 
range of sweet treats for 
all ages. 

Hutchins lived in Michi-
gan for 14 years in a town 
smaller than Barnwell that 
had “ice cream parlors and 
hand dipped ice cream 
parlors almost every quar-
ter block,” she said. 

She noticed the as-
set these establishments 
were in Michigan and 
wanted to bring the same 
thing to Barnwell. Not 
only was she inspired 
by another rural region, 
but she has always been 
drawn to the idea of own-
ing an ice cream shop. 

“I took computer de-
sign in high school a 
long time ago when they 
taught you codes on how 
to design. I designed a lit-
tle ice cream parlor,” said 
Hutchins. 

When the opportunity 
arose in summer 2021, 
Hutchins met with the 
previous owner and two 
days later wrote a check. 
Now, almost a year later 
she is serving up scoops 
and shakes in many fla-

vors. 
“I try to come up with 

creative specials every 
month to give custom-
ers something different to 
look at,” said Hutchins. For 
July’s specials, Candyland 
on Main is offering an all 
American sundae, pista-
chio bowl, cookie cookie 
shake, banana foster su-
preme, and cookie monster 
sundae complete with eyes 
and a cookie-mouth.

These specials change 
each month along with 
a handful of Hershey Ice 
Cream flavors. 

Hutchins noticed the 
cookie varieties tend to 
be hot sellers. Recently, 
cookies and cream, coffee 
house cookies and cream, 
and little blue panda are 
some of the popular fla-
vors. 

“They're loving Super-
man this summer, they 
also like the name,” said 
Hutchins. “It’s banana, 
strawberry, and blue 
moon, which is this tropi-
cal flavor.”

“We always order four 
new ones each month,” 
said Hutchins. In June, 
she ordered coconut ice 
cream and made piña co-
lada shakes. 

Although the menu 
may slightly change 
month to month, her cus-
tomers stay consistent. 

“We have quite a few 
regulars, and it's what 
keeps us open during 
storms and in the win-
tertime,” said Hutchins. 
“I’m not going to lie, it's 
kind of rough when you 
get close to your break-
even point or under that, 
but our regulars make 
it to where we can stay 
open and be here for the 
community.”

To reciprocate this 
community support, 
Hutchins aims to give 
back when possible. 

“We try to incorporate 
things that will be help-
ful for the community,” 
said Hutchins. “We try 
to offer something free to 
start with like free scoops 
or what-not. I have little 
coupons that I give out.”

Hutchins explains al-
though hers is not one of 
the larger Barnwell busi-
nesses, she aims to do-
nate “Candyland-sized 
things.”

In addition to a slew 
of ice creams served in a 
waffle bowl, waffle cone, 
sugar cone, or dish, Can-
dyland on Main serves 
both hot and iced coffee. 

Flavors like toasted 
marshmallow, sugar cook-
ie, sweet cream, vanilla 
cannoli créme, pepper-
mint mocha, and brown 
sugar cinnamon can all be 
added to a coffee. 

Candyland on Main 
can also help you cel-
ebrate birthdays with 
their three birthday par-
ty packages. Each comes 
with hot dogs, bingo, and 
a cake or sundaes de-
pending on the package. 

I scream! You scream! 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Garrett Bragg approves of the Blue Panda ice cream from 
Candyland On Main Ice Cream Parlor in Barnwell.

Evie Huggins enjoys ice cream with her mother Margo at 
Morgan's Drugs in downtown Williston.

Chase Perry of Williston enjoys his Scoop Jar from The 
Scoop House in Blackville. 

One of the Scoop Jars available 
from The Scoop House. 

A banana split is just one of the decadent desserts at The Scoop House in Blackville. 

Nancy Zorn enjoys an ice 
cream cone from Morgan's 
Drugs in Williston.

A mint chocolate chip 
milkshake is just one of 
the cool treats available 
at Candyland on Main in 
Barnwell.

We all scream for Ice cream!
Contributed Photos



Page 12A • Wednesday, August 3, 2022 • The People-Sentinel

When a mollusk dies, its soft body 
disappears but its shell remains. 
Sometimes other animals, like hermit 
crabs, move in. Other empty shells 
wash up on the beach.

When a bit of sand gets inside 
an oyster shell, it scratches and 
bothers the oyster. To 
protect itself, the 
  oyster covers the 
   sand with the 
   minerals it uses to 
make its shell. Over time, it 
forms something that humans 
use for jewelery. Unscramble 
the letters to find out what it is.

Standards Link: 

Reading Comprehension: 
Follow written directions.

Standards Link: Math: Identify 
even and odd numbers.

Look through the 
newspaper and circle 
all even numbers in 
red. Circle the odd 
numbers in blue. 
Make a graph to 

show how many of 
each you found.

Even 
and Odd

     eashells you find on the beach 
       were once homes to small, 
soft-bodied creatures called 
mollusks. Hard shells protect the 
soft bodies inside. When the mollusk 
dies, its shell washes up on shore.

The giant clam can weigh 
440 pounds (200kg) or more! 
When healthy, they can live 
up to 100 years.

Long ago, people thought giant 
clams could eat people. The truth is that a clam 
moves its shell way too slowly to trap a person 
inside. Circle every other letter to see what giant clams eat.

Mammoth Mollusk

A P D L R A K N W K B T J O Y N

Mollusks with shells keep them 
their whole lives. But not all 
mollusks have shells. Unscramble 
the letters to discover a familiar 
mollusk that doesn’t have a shell.

Mollusks and Their Shells

Finders Keepers

Pretty Irritating

Do the math to label each of these shells.

Clam

Oyster

Periwinkle

Cone

3 + 3 + 4 =

17 + 2 + 3 =

15 + 5 + 7 =

9 + 2 + 2 =

15 + 6 + 7 =

11 + 11 + 7 =

3 + 6 + 6 =

14 + 1 + 6 =

Triton

Whelk

Cowrie

Nautilus

21

15

22

29

28

27

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have unique 
structures that aid in survival.

A few days after baby mollusks hatch from tiny eggs, 
they start building their shells, layer after layer.

They mix salt and minerals from the sea with other 
ingredients from their own bodies to build their shells.

When a mollusk grows, it needs a bigger shell. That’s no 
problem! A mollusk adds to its shell every day. 

Scientists can tell the age of a mollusk by 
counting a shell’s rings!

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 35

Shell Story
While walking on the beach, 
you find an unusual seashell. 

Write a paragraph describing it 
and whether you will keep it or 

throw it back into the ocean.

The noun mollusk means 
a soft-bodied animal.

MOLLUSK

Try to use the word mollusk 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Snails and squids are 
both members of the 

mollusk family.

This week’s word:

Cut out a newspaper photo. Then cut out a piece 
of that photo. Give the picture with the missing 
piece to a friend and have them ask you “yes or 
no” questions to figure out what is missing.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow written directions.

Game: What’s Missing?

Seashells were the first money! 
A small white shell called a 
cowrie was once used as 
money worldwide.

The ancient Greeks used 
crushed seashells to clean their 
teeth.

A giant clam can kill people.

A shell’s color is determined by 
the food the animal eats and 
things in the water where it 
lives.

Conch shells have been used 
as trumpets by people for 
thousands of years.

The official name of a shell 
collector is a “conchologist.”

Clams have no eyes, ears, or 
noses, so they cannot see, hear, 
or smell.

The giant clam can live more 
than 100 years.

Giant clams can snap their 
shells closed very quickly.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Standards Link: Math: Calculate sums 
and differences up to 30.

Read each statement and choose. 
Then check your answer by doing the math. 
A true statement will have a math problem 

that adds up to an even number. If the 
math problem adds up to an odd number, 

that statement is false.

TRUE                FALSE

6 + 10 + 4 =

TRUE                FALSE

9 + 9 + 4 =

TRUE                FALSE

7 + 3 + 9 =

TRUE                FALSE

6 + 10 + 4 =

TRUE                FALSE

8 + 8 + 8 =

TRUE                FALSE

14 + 2 + 2 =

TRUE                FALSE

16 + 7 + 3 =

TRUE                FALSE

13 + 13 + 2 =

TRUE                FALSE

11 + 1 + 1 =

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

P

L

A

N

K

T

O

N

E

J

K

L

B

R

I

N

G

S

M

S

T

O

E

N

Z

Y

G

P

U

H

R

Y

A

T

K

I

R

L

S

E

A

S

C

U

A

C

L

A

M

L

P

T

H

N

L

O

W

V

S

L

M

E

T

R

M

N

A

U

H

Y

T

R

A

V

N

E

Y

I

O

L

V

E

D

J

B

O

R

C

R

B

PLANKTON

MOLLUSK

PEARL

SHELL

CLAM

SHORE

BEACH

RINGS

LAYER

TRAP

GIANT

SEA

OYSTER

CONE

SAND

How many clam shells can you find? Have a friend try, too. 
Who found the most?

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
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Angels press on at World Series

W
in or lose, the South 
Carolina 10U An-
gels All-Stars are 

making their Barnwell com-
munity proud. 

The team of 12 Barnwell girls 
and three coaches is in the 
middle of competing at the Di-
xie Youth Softball World Series 
in Alexandra, Louisiana. As of 
press time Tuesday, August 2, 
the team stands at 2-1. Their 
fourth game was scheduled 
after press time on Tuesday 
evening. 

“We are super proud of them 
because this is the first time in 
history, as far as I know, that 
we’ve had a team make it to 
the world series. If you win 
every game or no games, this 
whole community is proud of 
you,” said Rick Arnold, softball 
commissioner for the Barnwell 
Baseball Softball Association. 

More than 100 people came 
to the Circle in downtown 
Barnwell on July 28 for a com-
munity sendoff. Many brought 
signs and wore the official 
Team South Carolina All-Stars 
T-shirts as they cheered on the 
team before their journey to 
Louisiana. 

Following an opening cer-
emony on Friday, July 29, the 
team played their first on Sat-
urday morning, July 30, where 
they lost 2-10 to North Carolina. 
However, Team South Carolina 
bounced back in games two and 
three on Sunday. 

“After losing game one to 
North Carolina on Saturday 
and winning game two (11-0) 
against Alexandria, Louisiana 
on Sunday morning, the team 

beat Mississippi on Sunday 
afternoon with a score of 11-1,” 
said Coach Brad Whitehead. 

After the rough start in the 
first game, Coach Whitehead 
said the team got over their 
nerves and turned things 
around by ten run ruling their 
opponents in the next two 
games. 

Some key plays have included 
the pitching of Sadie White-
head, Kensley Turpin, and Sha-
layah Badger. They also gave 
some innings to Genesis Walker 
and Mckaylee Padgett. 

Isabella Rutland, who they 
call “Pee Wee Power”, hit a shot 
to outfield to score three runs. 
Mckaylee, Kensley, Shalayah, 
Genesis and Emily Vanacore 
have had some big hits as 
well. Sadie hit one in the last 
game against Mississippi to 
put them up 2-1 and get the 
momentum going, said Coach 
Whitehead.  

“We have had some big hits 
from literally everyone and 
small hits that simply scored 
runs and kept the runners mov-
ing. They’ve all played with pas-

sion and determination. That’s 
what’s helping them get so far 
in the tournament,” said Coach 
Whitehead.  

Speedsters Ashby Heltibridle, 
Isabella Kent, Naomi Scott and 
Keke Roberts have been flawless 
on the base paths. The team’s 
base running has won them a 
lot of games, he said. 

“Mary Sanders Reece, our 
starting catcher, keeps the posi-
tivity and takes the leadership 
role in dugout, keeping them 
on their feet cheering,” Coach 
Whitehead said. 

More than 1,200 people 
viewed the games on Facebook 
Live. 

“That’s amazing. Everyone 
has reached out to us to let us 
know they were proud, loved 
us, and watching us. We thank 
them. The girls think they 
are famous now,” said Coach 
Whitehead.

The team is also grateful for 
the financial support from local 
residents, businesses, organiza-
tions, and towns. The City of 
Barnwell, which is a platinum 
sponsor, further honored the 
team by creating a resolution 
recognizing their accomplish-
ments as well as putting a com-
memorative plaque at Lemon 
Park. 

Team South Carolina had 
Monday off but was scheduled 
to play their fourth game on 
Tuesday, August 2 (after press 
time) at 7:30 p.m. against the 
winner of the Florida and Geor-
gia game.

“A win will put us in the 
championship game. If we lose, 
we will finish third in the World 
Series. These girls have made 
Barnwell, myself, and South 
Carolina proud,” said Coach 
Whitehead. 

In addition to the experience 
of playing for a World Series 
title, the team has enjoyed danc-
ing, eating, singing, and playing 
games. 

“The hospitality from the 
locals has been welcoming. We 
took them to eat some Cajun 
seafood one night and they re-
ally enjoyed that. They’ve been 
singing on the bus, playing in 
the pool after games, and hav-
ing the time of their life,” said 
Whitehead. 

Regardless of the outcome, 
the players will come home with 
memories to last a lifetime.  

Photo By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

The Barnwell Angels All-Star team is ready to bring back a win as they represent South Carolina at the Dixie Youth World Series in Louisiana. 

The South Carolina Angels All-Stars pose for a photo in front of the Barnwell Sundial on July 28 

before heading to Louisiana for the championship. Pictured left to right: (top row) coaches Micheal 

Turpin, Brad Whitehead, and Robert Scott; (middle row) Emily Vanacore, Keke Roberts, Mae Reece, 

Ashby Heltibridle, Sadie Whitehead, Isabella Kent, Genesis Walker, Shalayah Badger; (bottom row) 

Naomi Scott, Kensley Turpin, Isabella Rutland, and Makaylee Padgett.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Members of the community united on July 28 on the Circle in downtown Barnwell to see the Barnwell Angels All-Star (Team SC) off before they left for Louisiana to play 

in the Dixie Youth World Series. 

Registration is underway for 
fall sports through local mu-
nicipal recreation departments. 

The City of Barnwell, Town 
of Blackville, and Town of Wil-
liston are currently accepting 
registration for youth to par-
ticipate in football, volleyball, 
and cheerleading. 

CITY OF BARNWELL
The City of Barnwell Parks 

and Recreation invites boys and 
girls ages 4 to 12 to register for 
Tackle Football, Flag Football, 
Cheerleading or Volleyball.  

Registration is open until 
Friday, August 5 and will not be 

accepted after that date. More 
information and registration 
forms can be found on the city 
website at: www.cityofbarn-
well.com/parks-and-recreation 
or can be picked up or filled out 
at Barnwell City Hall.

Special evening registration 
at Barnwell City Hall will take 
place on Thursday, August 4 
from 5-7 p.m.  

Volunteers are a vital part of 
any youth sports program. If 
anyone is interested in coach-
ing or volunteering in some 
way, please contact us and re-
quest a volunteer packet,” said 

Parks & Recreation Director 
Kevin Roberts. “We are excited 
for the upcoming fall sports 
season!  

If you have any questions, 
contact Parks & Recreation 
Director Kevin Roberts at (803) 
259-3317.

TOWN OF WILLISTON
The Town of Williston is ac-

cepting registration for fall rec-
reation sports, including Tackle 
Football, Co-Ed Flag Football, 
and Cheerleading. 
• Tackle Football is for ages 

9-12. 
• Flag Football is for ages 5-8. 

• Cheerleading is for ages 
8-12.

Cost is $35 for Williston resi-
dents and $45 for out-of-town 
participants.

Register at Williston Town 
Hall. Bring birth certificate and 
payment with you, but registra-
tion forms will be provided at 
registration.

Special sign-up dates will be 
held at town hall on the follow-
ing dates: August 3 from 4-6 
p.m.; August 4 from 4-6 p.m.; 
August 5 from 4-6 p.m.; and 
August 6 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

TOWN OF BLACKVILLE

Registration is open for rec-
reational football, volleyball, 
and cheerleading in the Town 
of Blackville. 
• Flag and Tackle Football is 

available to children ages 
6-12.

• Cheerleading is for chil-
dren ages 6-12.

• Volleyball is from ages 
7-12.

Register at Blackville Town 
Hall (5983 Lartigue St., Black-
ville) by August 26.

More information can be 
found at Blackville Town Hall 
by calling (803) 284-2444.

Registration underway for fall sports

Photo By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Contributed Photo
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Blue Team: (back row) Coach Derek Dyches, Coach Alison Brady, and Coach Jamey 

Brady; (middle row) Cayden Dyches, Sealey Harvey, Justice Conley, and Christian 
Brady; (front row) Baylee Hunt-Dyches, Easton Harvey, and Kristian Bing. Not pictured: 
Emmalin Huber, Raelynn Allen, and Havyn Brown.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Pretend you can see
and hear the pictures in
the newspaper! Look at
the pictures that would
be making noise. Ask

your child, “What sound
do you think this picture

is making?”

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that start with the same

sound the letter P makes
in the word
popcorn.

Point to the number
6 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Wad up several sheets of
newspaper and cover them
with tape to make about
six little “popcorn” balls.
Toss one ball back and
forth with your child.
Don’t let it touch the

ground! Try keeping two
balls in the air, then

three and so on.

Popcorn TossHear the NewsPop, Hop, Top, MopMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the
lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of
the letters in the sentence.

P is for Popcorn

p is for popcorn
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter P. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that have
the sound that the letter Pmakes
in the word popcorn?

Look at a picture in
the newspaper. Ask your
child, “What do you think

happened before this
picture was taken?
What do you think
happened after?”

Before
and AfterLook through the

newspaper for pictures
of foods that your child
likes to eat for snacks.

Sort the snacks into
two groups: salty
snacks and sweet

snacks.

Sort Snacks

How many          ?

Look through the
newspaper and cut out the

letters o and p. Glue
these two letters onto a

piece of paper as op. Cut
out the letters p, t, andm

from the newspaper.
Show your child how you
can spell the words pop,
hop, top and mop.

Here are pictures of six little words that can make three new words.
Look at the pictures and draw a line to connect each pair of words that

can be combined to make one word. Popcorn is done for you!

Six fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
One went POP, the other went BANG!
Five fat sausages sizzling in a pan
One went POP, the other went BANG!

How many                  ?

How many           ?
Learning Buddies: Repeat this rhyme with your child
until there are no fat sausages sizzling in the pan.
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Green Team: (bottom row, left to right) Jayden Reed, April Hutto, Lily Simmons, Allen Staley, Grace 
Brant; (second row, left to right) Jesse Reed, Clayton Jones Jr., Ashton Robertson, Jayse Dash, 
Lance Creech; (top row) coaches Clayton Jones and Yama Washington.

Black Team: (top row) coaches Arnie Jones and Bryan Baxley; (middle row, left to right) 
Mariana Owens, Kash Jones, Chase Perry, and Kaisley Issac; (kneeling, left to right) Ivy 
Flowers, Ryley Cagle, Ace Jamison, and Scarlett Baxley. Not pictured: Aaliyah Fascion.

29 players 
enjoy t-ball 
season in 
Williston

The Town of Williston’s 
recreation department 

had three t-ball teams with a 
total of 29 players. 

The three teams played each 
other throughout the season, 
which lasted about six weeks. 
Players ranged in age from 4 
to 6..

“The players were able to 
learn the basic rules of the game 
as well as basic fundamentals 
such as catching and throwing 

the ball, hitting off the tee, base 
running, the different field posi-
tions and how to field the ball,” 
said Alison Brady, who helped 
coach one of the teams.  

The coaches did not keep the 
score during the games because 
the primary focus was for the 
players to learn the game and 
have fun. 

Each team ended the season 
with a pizza party where each 
player received a medal.  

Contributed Photos
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 

Barnwell stars among SC FFA Convention

F
or the first time 
i n  h istor y,  t he 
South Carol ina 

FFA Convent ion was 
held in Greenville in-
stead of on the campus 
of Clemson University.  

After 95 years, South 
Carolina FFA member-
ship is at its highest ever 
with over 9,000 mem-
bers statewide from 7th 
t h roug h 12t h  g rades 
and growing! This epic 
growth required a larger 
indoor convention space 
than Clemson could of-
fer and Barnwell County 
Career Center FFA mem-
bers were there for the 
historic event.

The convention held at 
the Greenville Conven-
tion Center June 21–23 
brought many honors to 
our local FFA chapter.  
Seven members f rom 
t he Bar nwel l  Cou nt y 
Career Center and their 
two advisors – Mindy 
Sandifer and Christle 
Tindall – participated in 
leadership and college 
admissions workshops, 
a delegate business ses-
sion, a state competi-
tion, and four general 
sessions.  

During Tuesday’s ac-
tivities, 2021-2022 BCCC 
FFA Chapter Vice Presi-
dent Weston Sandifer 
was recognized on stage 
for  h is  Nat iona l  FFA 
“Growing Ag Leader’s” 
$1,500 Scholarship and 
2022-2023 Chapter Presi-
dent Kayla Peters accept-
ed the Superior National 
Chapter Award. Ms. Pe-
ters also represented her 
chapter on Wednesday 
mor ning in t he State 
Extemporaneous Speak-
ing Career Development 
Event where she finished 
4th overall. Peters won a 
trip to the State Conven-
tion by placing first in 
her regional event held 
at Pelion High School 
in May. 

W e d n e s d a y  a n d 
Thursday’s convention 

act ivit ies led to more 
honors for BCCC FFA 
w it h  a n  10 0  p erc e nt 
m e m b e r s h ip  aw a r d , 
Weston Sandifer’s State 
Degree, and the Stars 

over South Carolina Cer-
emony where Weston 
Sandifer was joined on 
stage by his parents – Jeff 
and Mindy Sandifer, and 
Ms. Tindall, co-advisor 

of BCCC FFA. During the 
ceremony, he was rec-
ognized as the 2022 S.C. 
Star Farmer. Winners of 
this prestigious award 
have committed at least 

300 working hours be-
yond class time or in-
vested at least $1,000 in 
a  product ion area of 
agr iculture. The can-
didate must also have 
served at least 25 hours 
of community service 
and participated in at 
least five FFA activities 
above the local level. 
Sandifer will again be 
recognized for his S.C. 
Star Farmer Scholarship 
on August 11 during the 
Advocates for Agricul-
ture Event at the S.C. 
Farmer’s Market Venue 
where Governor Henry 
McMaster will also be 
receiving his 2022 Ad-
vocate for Agriculture 
Award this year. This 
event is hosted by the 
Palmetto Agribusiness 
Council annually. 

For many of the Barn-
well County Career Cen-
ter FFA members, the 
S.C. FFA Convention was 
their first overnight trip 
learning more about ag-
riculture and the FFA 
due to previous years of 
Covid restrictions. The 
convent ion and other 
FFA act ivit ies outside 
of the classroom bring 
great networking oppor-
tunities for students as 
they mingle with others 
from across the state and 
sometimes even the na-
tion. Observing as fellow 
South Carolina students 
give speeches to earn 
spots on the next S.C. FFA 
Officer team and hearing 
retiring addresses of the 
out-going officer team 
always inspires our local 
members. 

This year’s convention 
attendees were also im-
pressed as the National 
FFA President, Mr. Cole 
Baerlocker, served as a 
keynote speaker then 
later presented awards 
and mingled with S.C. 
FFA members. 

For  mor e  i n for ma-
tion about the Barnwell 
Cou nt y  Ca r e er  Ce n-
ter  FFA fol low t hem 
on Facebook or email 
msandifer@bccc80.com 
or ctindall@bccc80.com.

Barnwell County Career Center FFA Chapter Members attend the 95th SC FFA Convention in Greenville June 

21st – 23rd (L-R): Kayla Peters, Jerry Sanders, Audrey Sanders, Dorie Myers, Samantha Cannon, Mckynzie Still, 

and Weston Sandifer. Not pictured: advisors Mindy Sandifer and Christle Tindall. 

2022 SC FFA Star Farmer and National FFA Bayer “Growing Ag Leader’s” Scholarship 

Award Recipient Weston Sandifer pictured with his parents, Jeff and Mindy 

Sandifer, and co-advisor of BCCC FFA Ms. Christle Tindall at the 95th SC FFA 

Convention held in Greenville June 21-23. 

2022-2023 Barnwell 

County Career Center 

FFA Chapter President, 

Ms. Kayla Peters,  won 

1st place at Pelion High 

School in the Regional 

Extemporaneous Speaking 

Career Development 

Event in May. She finished 
4th in the state event held 

recently during the S.C. 

FFA Convention.

Mindy Sandifer
BCCC FFA

College of 
Charleston 
announces 

President’s List 
and Dean’s List 
for Spring 2022

CHARLESTON - The 
following local students 
have been named to the 
College of Charleston 
Spring 2022 President’s 

List and Dean’s List:
Kenzie Parler of Barn-

well was named to the 
President’s List. Parler 
is majoring in Special 
Education .

Collin Sitton of Barn-
well was named to the 
Dean’s List .  Sit ton is 
majoring in Elementary 
Education .

To qualify for Presi-
dent’s List (Highly Distin-

guished), students must 
earn a GPA of 3.800 or 
higher and complete a min-
imum of 14 semester hours.

To qualify for Dean’s 
List (Distinguished), stu-
dents must earn a GPA 
of 3.600 or higher and 
complete a minimum of 
14 semester hours.

Located in the heart of 
historic Charleston, the 
College of Charleston is 

a nationally recognized 
public liberal arts and sci-
ences university. Founded 
in 1770, the College is 
among the nation’s top 
universit ies for quality 
education, student life and 
affordability.

Hartley named 
to Wofford’s 
spring 2022 
Dean’s List

SPARTANBURG - Ol-
iv ia Bet t  Hart ley has 
been named to the spring 
2022 Dean’s List. Hartley 
is from Barnwell.

To be named to the 
Dean’s List, a student 

must be enrolled for at 
least 12 semester hours 
of graded courses and 
attain a semester grade 
point average of 3.6 or 
higher.

Wofford College, estab-
lished in 1854, is a four-year, 
residential liberal arts col-
lege located in Spartanburg. 
It offers 27 major fields of 
study to a student body of 
1,775 undergraduates.








