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Law enforcement is investi-
gating a series of shootings that 
occurred over the weekend, one 
of which left a young man dead. 

Officers with the Barnwell 
Police Department (BPD) were 
dispatched to Bomba Street in 
the city limits around 3 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 18 for a shooting 
that followed an altercation. 

“Officers responded to a call 
for a person with a gunshot 
wound. Upon arrival officers 
located an individual with mul-

tiple gunshot wounds and that 
individual was transported by 
EMS to the hospital where he 
later died,” said Barnwell Police 
Chief Lamaz Robinson.

Trevor Sumpter, 25, of Barn-
well, died from multiple gunshot 
wounds. He is scheduled for au-
topsy in Newberry on Wednes-
day, said Barnwell County Coro-
ner Denise Gibson.

Investigators for the BPD are 
working this incident, but the 
SLED Crime Scene Unit respond-
ed to assist with the processing 
of the scene at the BPD’s request. 

The BPD arrested Brandon 
Jamar Davis, 34, of Salley, on 
charges of Murder, Possession 

of a Weapon During the Com-
mission of a Violent Crime, and 
Unlawfully Carrying a Pistol. He 
was booked into the Barnwell 
County Detention Center on 
Tuesday morning, June 21, after 
surrendering to authorities. 

“We would like to thank the 
other law enforcement agencies 
and the community for their as-
sistance that they have provided 
during this investigation,” said 
Chief Robinson.

A few hours after Sumpter 
was fatally shot, deputies with 
the Barnwell County Sheriff’s 
Office (BCSO) responded to Red 
Oak Road, outside the city limits, 
after a 911 caller reported hearing 

gunshots around 5:40 a.m.  
Multiple rounds were fired at 

the residence where the occu-
pants were inside sleeping. No 
one was injured, but the home 
and a vehicle sustained damage. 

“We certainly believe it’s in ref-
erence to the shooting that took 
place in the City of Barnwell just 
a few hours earlier,” said Chief 
Deputy Darlene Cook with the 
BCSO.

The Red Oak incident was a 
drive-by shooting, but they cur-
rently do not have a vehicle or 
suspect description. 

On Sunday, June 19 at approxi-
mately 2 p.m., BPD officers re-
sponded to Sport’s convenience 

store in Barnwell in reference to a 
victim at the store with a gunshot 
wound to the buttock. 

“Officers were able to get EMS 
to the scene and learned from 
the victim that he was at some 
apartments near the 100 block 
of Berry Street in the City Limits 
standing outside and a black in 
color Dodge Charger came by 
and opened fire. He was hit by 
one of the bullets when the car 
came by,” said Chief Robinson. 

Officers went back to the scene 
and collected evidence, includ-
ing bullet casings and a firearm 
that was stolen out of Columbia. 

Murder suspect arrested

Crafts were made and fun 
was had on Sunday, June 12 
at the Literacy and Arts in the 
Park festival in Blackville. Held 
at the Blackville Community 
Center, everyone from toddlers 
to teenagers were welcome to 
join in on the events. 

Save the Children partnered 
with multiple organizations to 
promote community engage-
ment in the arts and main-
tain creative outlets during the 
school-less summertime for 
kids. 

“We did this because we 
know that learning is very 
central, and in the summertime 
children don’t have much to 
do,” said Annie Walters, lead of 
social and community engage-
ment for Save the Children. 

Books ranging from prena-
tal care to chapter reads were 
handed out along with other 
learning items to “help build 
home libraries and decrease 
summer learning loss,” accord-
ing to Walters.

Booths were set up to each 
host a different craft and vol-

unteers from the respective or-
ganization manned the stations. 

Southeastern Housing and 
Community Development 
helped children sow seeds of 
creativity by planting plants 
and providing materials to 
decorate their pots.

Children could paint either 
with brushes or their hands at 
one booth, and then move on 
to a craft more rooted in STEM 
at the next. 

“They can make puppets, 
there are some STEM projects, 
they can do hand painting, they 
can do their own drawing, they 
can make beads, they can plant 

flowers,” said Walters. “We are 
trying to get the children to be 
creative.”

Alberta Williams of Blackville 
started quilting her own family 
tree 20 years ago and brought 
miniature versions of her own 
lineage linen that kids could fill 
in and create themselves. 

Another form of art was 
brought by Victor Jones, Craig 
Wix and Nijel Johnson. Jones is 
a member of The Phoenix Proj-
ect: Blackville Rising through 
Arts, a grassroots component 
of an initiative begun by the 

Nijel Johnson (left) and Craig Wix (third from left) teach the art of drumming to local children at the June 
12 Literacy and Arts in the Park festival in Blackville. Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / Reporter

See LITERACY, 2A

See SHOOTINGS, 2A

Blackville event 
promotes summer 
learning, creativity Hosey re-elected to 

S.C. House of Rep.

A small number of Barnwell 
County voters turned out for 
the Democratic and Republican 
primaries last week. 

Only 1,907 of the county’s 
14,540 registered voters (or 
13.12 percent) cast ballots in 
one of the June 14 primaries. Of 
those, 1,202 voted in the Demo-
cratic primary and 705 voted in 
the Republican primary. 

The ballot was filled mostly 
with state races along with a 
few local races that had two 
or more candidates vying for 
their party’s seat on the Nov. 
8 General Election ballot.

District 91 House of Repre-
sentatives

The biggest local race was 
the S.C. House of Representa-
tives District 91 seat under the 
Democratic Primary.

Incumbent Lonnie Hosey, a 
resident of Barnwell, received 
more than 80 percent of the 
vote from voters in Barnwell, 
Allendale, and a portion of Or-

angeburg County. He received 
a total of 2,764 votes while 
challenger Kevin Ray, a doc-
tor from Orangeburg, received 
675 votes. 

“I thank all the voters who 
supported my efforts to get re-
elected,” said Hosey, 75, who 
was first elected to his seat in 
1999. “I love our community 
and the people here.”

Though it’s a lot of work 
being a representative, Hosey 
said he enjoys working for the 

$105 million approved 
for new consolidated 
county high school

A consolidated county-wide 
high school is one step clos-
er after state lawmakers ap-
proved funding. 

The project, which also in-
cludes a new career center, 
will be funded by $105 million 
in funds from a $600 million 
lawsuit settlement over storage 
of plutonium at the Savannah 
River Site. These funds were 
approved by state lawmakers 
last week after the state budget 
conference committee made its 
final recommendations. 

“Funding new schools is a 
big hurdle for a small county 
to overcome,” said Sen. Brad 
Hutto of how school building 
projects often include bond 
referendums and millage in-
creases. “Barnwell County has a 
unique ability to not have to go 
out and raise revenue to build 
a new school. Barnwell is the 
only county in the state getting 
money for a new high school.”

The funding has been talked 
about for some time and comes 
at a time when Barnwell Coun-
ty’s two smallest public-school 
districts (Blackville District 19 
and Williston District 29) are 

See VOTE, 5A

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Children enjoy painting their own creations at the Literacy and Arts in 
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Literacy: Summer event merges fun, learning, and creativity FROM PAGE 1A

Marla Jameson (left) talks with Libby Still (right).

If I can ever be of service, 
please do not hesitate  

to contact me at  
RepLonnieHosey@gmail.com  

or 
(803) 259-1178. 

 
 

S.C. House District 91 

Working hard and 
making a difference. 

Lonnie Hosey 
Your hard-working  
S.C. Representative 

Paid for by Hosey for House, PO Box 423, Barnwell, SC 29812 
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South Carolina Arts Com-
mission’s The Art of Com-
munity: Rural SC. 

The purpose of The 
Phoenix Project is to en-
hance the arts and culture 
environment of South 
Carolina in order to better 
tell the story and promote 
the positives of rural com-
munities like Blackville. 

Jones, Wix, and Johnson 
spent the afternoon in 
the park teaching kids to 
learn music by playing it. 

“I'm part of The Phoenix 
Project and we're display-
ing musical art as far as 
performing with percus-
sion, drums and instru-
ments,” said Jones. “We're 
here just to show the chil-
dren and community that 
there's art in music.” 

“We’re not showing 
them sheet music, we’re 
showing them rhythms 
and melodies. You don't 
have to know how to read 
music just to play.” said 
Jones. 

Jones, alongside Wix 
and Johnson, showed kids 
how to properly hold the 
instruments and how to 
get into a beat of their 
choice. No rules, just 
rhythm. 

Jones started playing 
percussion in high school 
marching band, where he 
was taught by Wix. 

“I'm trying to keep it 
going through genera-
tions because now music 
is becoming something 
that the school is not re-
ally supporting finan-
cially,” said Jones. 

In addition to crafts and 

music, there was also a pup-
pet show held in the gazebo 
along with free food. 

“We just want to give 
back to the community,” 
said Walters. “Save the 
Children partnered with 
all these community part-

ners that care about rural 
communities.”

Many local organiza-
tions were involved to 
make this event possible; 
Save the Children, The 
Phoenix Project: Black-
ville Rising through Arts, 
South Carolina Office of 
Rural Health, South Caro-
lina Regional Housing 
Authority #3, Dominion 

Energy, Cricket Wireless, 
Blackville Community 
Development Corpora-
tion, and Southeastern 
Housing and Community 
Development. 

Walters hopes to contin-
ue bringing engaging pro-
gramming to the commu-
nity through partnerships 
with Save the Children 
and local organizations, 

Families enjoy craft time together. Photos By: Alexandra Whitbeck / ReporterAnnie Walters hands out food at the event. 

FBC Barnwell is looking for an individual with a love and passion for teach-
ing, leading, and equipping children to be the best they can be.  

Must be at least 21 years of age and meet one of the  
qualifications for DSS licensing.  

Preferred experience:  5 years in a licensed, approved, or registered child-
care facility, with 2 years of experience in supervision of childcare staff. 

Accepting applications until June 24th. 
 

Resumes may be submitted at the church office: 
161 Allen Street, Barnwell, SC 29812  

or emailed to: 
kepperson@fbcbarnwell.org.  

 

The victim is expected to 
make a full recovery, Chief 
Robinson said.

After the shooting, a ve-
hicle matching the suspect 
vehicle’s description was 
spotted and pursued by 
officers in the city. A chase 
ensued after the vehicle did 
not stop. Police pursued the 
vehicle to the Allendale/
Barnwell County line, but 
police did not apprehend the 
vehicle. Chief Robinson said 
it’s unclear if the vehicle was 
involved in the shooting. 

It’s unclear at this time 
if Sunday’s shooting is 
related to the two Saturday 
shootings. 

“We haven’t been able to 
connect it, but also haven’t 
ruled it out,” said Chief 
Robinson. 

Law enforcement contin-
ues to investigate all three 
cases. 

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Barn-
well County Dispatch at 
(803) 541-1078.

Shootings 
FROM PAGE 1A

Beth Overton (above) of Southeastern Housing & 
Community Development and artist Terrance Washington 
(below) enjoy making crafts with local children. 
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Barnwell County Clerk 
of Court and Register of 
Deeds Rhonda McElveen 
was elected as Vice Presi-
dent of the South Caro-
lina Association of Clerks 
of Court & Register of 
Deeds at the organiza-
tion’s annual spring con-
ference. 

“I'm both humbled and 
honored to be nominated 
and to be accepted by my 
peers,” said McElveen.

The South Carolina 
Association of Clerks 
of Court & Register of 
Deeds (SCCCROD) exists 
to facilitate communica-
tion between the 46 coun-
ties in South Carolina. 
Each county has an elect-
ed Clerk of Court and an 
appointed or elected Reg-
ister of Deeds official.  

“Within our associa-
tion, we have 46 coun-
ties. We have 46 clerks of 
court. Some of them hold 
a dual office like I do and 
are also the Register of 
Deeds,” said McElveen. 
“So, to be respected 
amongst my peers, I am 
truly honored with that.”

The association’s nomi-
nating committee and 
Board of Directors nomi-
nate potential officers at 
the spring Member Busi-

ness Meeting. Nominees 
selected are fellow Clerks 
of Court and elected/ap-
pointed Registers of Deeds. 

The SCCCROD Asso-
ciation defines a Clerk of 
Court as an elected official 
“charged with serving the 
community and provid-
ing assistance to internal 
and external customers in 
Civil, Criminal, and Fam-
ily Court matters of the 
state judicial system.”

The association defines 
a Register of Deeds as “ei-
ther elected or appointed 
officials

responsible for record-
ing and indexing proper-
ty ownership documents 
as well as other docu-
ments such as Minutes 
of County Councils and 
Public Official Bonds.”

Alongside McElveen on 
the SCCCROD Association 
Board of Directors is Edge-

field County Clerk of Court 
Charles “Sonny” Reel 
serving as president. Tina 
Guerry is the Lexington 
County Register of Deeds 
and has been re-elected as 
the secretary/treasurer. 

McElveen has served 
Barnwell since 2009 and 
said she maintains the 
same open door policy 
she created in her election 
campaign 14 years ago. 

“I ran on an open 
door policy. I am avail-
able anytime anybody 
needs to talk to me. They 
can come see me,” said 
McElveen. She jokingly 
concluded, “If I'm in 
court, you might have to 
wait a few minutes.” 

In the past 14 years 
serving as Clerk of Court, 
McElveen has been able 
to make significant ad-
vances in operations. 

“Since I've been a clerk, 
we've implemented a 
new CMS system,” said 
McElveen. A CMS System 
is a Court Management 
System that allows other 
Court Clerks, public of-
ficials, and legal aides to 
access court information 
in other areas. 

“We actually went na-
tionwide in family court 
with our child support ar-
eas,” said McElveen. Prior 
to making this information 
available online in Barn-
well, McElveen was one of 
the last to be in communi-

cation with other counties. 
McElveen explained 

that this allows child 
support money to be dis-
persed between custodial 
parents in different states. 

“I'm hoping in the fu-
ture that we will eventu-
ally go to e-file. In fam-
ily court, it's not there 
yet, but that's something 
we're working towards,” 
said McElveen. 

In moving this infor-
mation to online databas-
es, McElveen has made 
Barnwell County more 
accessible. 

“The lawyers don't 
have to come in here to 
actually download it,” 
said McElveen. 

“You can go online to 
sccourts.org and do a 
record search. You can 
pull up someone and see 
if they have any records 
within a county and see if 
they have any charges or 
how they're pending and 
that kind of stuff.”

These upgrades also al-
low for more visibility in 
civil matters as well. 

“Now in civil, it also 
allows them to make mo-
tions [virtually],” said 
McElveen. 

“It uploads the pro-
posed orders to the judg-
es so they can view them 
before they have the 
hearing. They have a little 
bit of information to help 
guide them through ev-

erything which has been 
a tremendous help to us.” 

Not only has McElveen 
made accessing informa-
tion easier for the Barnwell 
community as Clerk of 
Court, but also in her posi-
tion as Register of Deeds. 

“We've almost got 40 
years online right now,” 
said McElveen. This on-
line access allows anyone 
to access what documents 
are currently in your 
name. This information 
is available at sclandre-
cords.com free of charge. 

McElveen is also plan-
ning a new feature to 
the Register of Deeds 
site that allows users to 
search any existing files 
and ensure that there 
was nothing being done 
in their name unknow-
ingly. McElveen and her 
team will then flag the 
file and alert the indi-
vidual involved if there is 
anything of suspicion.  

Prior to this position 
McElveen was a textile 
manufacturer and operat-
ed several factories in the 
region. She and her family 
came to the area in 1969.

“Barnwell’s been good 
to me, and I like to think 
my family and I have been 
good to Barnwell County,” 
said McElveen. She recent-
ly donated to the YMCA to 
construct the pool in mem-
ory of her mother, Glen-
dora. Glendora McElveen, 

who was active and be-
loved community member. 

“I love Barnwell. I love 
the law and I love helping 
people. That's why I get up 
every day to come here and 
do what I do,” she said. 

Although McElveen 
has a passion for her com-
munity and career, there 
are times she faces diffi-
culties as Clerk of Court 
and in her own life. 

“When you come into 
court and you see the 
families that are torn up, 
both on the victims side 
and the defendant's side, 
because they have their 
loved ones going through 
the different things that 
they have to go through…
that's the most difficult” 
said McElveen. 

“I have had several 
setbacks in my life. Once 
when my [textile] plant 
in Olar burned down, we 
lost so much there. My fa-
ther died 23 years ago and 
then having my mom go 
through her sickness. So 
I have a lot of compassion 
for everyone that's got dif-
ficulties in their lives.”

Although McElveen 
has ample experience in 
the courtroom, she is still 
caught off guard some-
times by the emotions 
that are felt by those in 
attendance. 

“I'll be one of the first 
ones passing tissues in 
court,” said McElveen. 

Clerk of court elected VP of state association

Rhonda McElveen

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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The Williston Town 
Council held their month-
ly meeting on Monday, 
June 13, to discuss local 
events and plan the next 
fiscal year. 

Mayor Brett Williams 
sat among council mem-
bers and welcomed those 
in attendance. The meet-
ing agenda was approved 
with one addition to be 
discussed– a disc golf 
tournament held at the 
Williston Town Park. 

With quick approval 
from council, the Willis-
ton Disc Golf Club will 
hold its first tournament 
as a Professional Disc Golf 
Association approved 
course with a total of 18 
holes on Saturday, July 16 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Councilman Eric 
Moody was in support 
of the tournament along 

with a proposed youth 
soccer tournament at 
the town park. The soc-
cer tournament hosting 
around 75 youth players 
will be held on July 23 at 
the town park and was 
approved by council. 

Also approved by the 
council were the by-laws 
and mission statement of 
the Recreation and Activi-
ties Committee present-
ed by its chairman, Joe 
Welch.

The Recreation and Ac-
tivities Committee held 
an input meeting on Tues-
day, June 21 at 6 p.m in 
the Williston-Elko High 
School Gymnasium to 
better understand what 
recreational activities the 
community would most 
benefit from. The public 
was encouraged to attend. 

Ordinance No. 2022-01 
was approved of its sec-
ond and final reading. 
This ordinance allows the 
town to adopt a budget 
and raise revenues. 

Included were the 
general fund and pub-
lic works fund totalling 
nearly $2.64 million– 
$1,624,121 to the general 
fund and $1,015,794 to 
public works. The creation 
and palatable layout of the 
budget was spearheaded 
by Town Administrator 
Michael Beasley. 

The council also ap-
proved Williston’s par-
ticipation in the Lower 
Savannah Regional Home 
Consortium (LSCOG) 
which provides funding 
from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

This funding is de-
signed to help partici-
pating areas implement 
local housing strategies 
designed to increase 
the supply of affordable 
housing for low income 
households, according to 
LSCOG.org. The coun-
cil approved steps to be 
made to apply for the 
LSCOG funding. 

Also approved by the 
council was American 
Rescue Plan Act funding 
allocations to the water 
and sewer department, 
parks, recreation and ac-
tivities, the police depart-
ment, the fire department, 
town hall repairs, and wa-
ter billing/software. 

In attendance was Judy 
Taylor, a Williston resi-
dent who voiced her con-
cerns to the council about 
the lack of town history 
preservation. Taylor pro-
posed the council update 
the town’s website with 
more information about 
past businesses that once 
called Williston home. 

Taylor asked the coun-
cil to consider if they too 
deem past restaurants 
and stores as a vital part 
of the area’s history, as she 
was unsure if these things 
had pertinent historical 
value worth displaying on 
the website. 

Moving away from his-
tory and into the future, the 
council also discussed the 
proposed addition  by the 
Williston Disc Golf Club to 
install three new, perma-
nent tee pads at the town 
park’s disc golf course. 

Although this addition 
would be at no cost to the 
town, council members 
expressed concerns about 
the location of the pads. 
On a map given to coun-
cil by the club, one of the 
pads was located at the 
eastern side of the land 
bridge. 

According to Council-
man Moody, the permanent 
pads are four by ten feet, 
which would span nearly 
half way across the land 
bridge. He proposed using 
temporary pads until a so-
lution for installing perma-
nent pads was found. 

Mayor Williams indi-
cated the council will not 
be approving new tee 
pads at this time, but will 
be discussing it again in 
the future. 

A similar outcome was 
decided for the proposed 
pickleball courts at the 
town park. 

Councilman Moody 
previously looked into 
making the existing tennis 
courts multi-purpose and 
painting lines that served 
both tennis and pickleball. 
However, the U.S. Tennis 
Association forbids extra 
lines on courts and would 

make the courts not fit for 
competition when used by 
the Williston-Elko tennis 
team. 

To solve this problem, 
Moody proposed con-
verting concrete slabs 
at a total cost of $27,604. 
Town Administrator Bea-
sley is currently in con-
versations with Barnwell 
County and other sources 
of funding to cover part of 
this cost. 

Administrator Beasley 
updated council about the 
status of hiring processes 
in the water and sewer 
department as well as the 
maintenance staff. 

In closing, Mayor Wil-
liams thanked the Wil-
liston Disc Golf Club and 
those who contributed for 
bringing a competition 
ready course to the town. 
He thanked the Williston 
Fire Department for 100 
years of service. 

Mayor Williams also 
thanked council mem-
bers, the town administra-
tor and town attorney for 
their time and continued 
dedication to Williston.

“We have some great 
folks in our town,” said 
Williams. 

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Williston disc golf tournament, town budget approved
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

Selah Noelle Teems was born on May 7, 2022.

Selah Noelle Teems
Todd & Cynthia Teems of Barnwell are proud to announce the birth of 

their daughter, Selah Noelle Teems.  
She was born at 11:12 p.m. on May 7, 2022 at Piedmont Hospital in Augusta, 

Ga. She weighed 8 pounds, 9 ounces and was 22 inches long and is the first 
born of her proud parents. 

She is loved by many including her grandparents, Jeff & Kristal Teems 
and Donald & Tanya Bolen; and great-grandparents, Jerel & Elaine Teems 
& Wanda Bolen. 

 Selah may be Todd and Cynthia’s first child, but she has been blessed to 
be loved by four strong young boys, Isaiah, Elijah, Malachi, and Nehemiah 
Altman who have it set in their hearts to protect and care for her.  There 
isn’t a day that goes by that her aunts, uncles, cousins, and church family 
don’t shower her with love. Selah’s village is a strong one. One full of godly 
men and women that cherish her and support her parents. 

Todd and Cynthia are excited to raise their daughter in their hometown of 
Barnwell and look forward to watching her flourish.

Birth

Emberlynn Susan Jerkins was born on June 11, 2022.

Emberlynn Susan Jerkins
John and Kayla Jerkins of Williston are proud to announce the birth 

of their daughter, Emberlynn Susan Jerkins.
She was born June 11, 2022 at 9 a.m. at Piedmont Hospital. She weighed 

6 pounds and was 19.25 inches long.
Paternal grandparents are John and Susan jerkins of Williston. 
Maternal grandparents are Donald and Tanya Bolen  of Williston. 
Paternal great-grandparents are Jesse (deceased) and Kate Jerkins of 

Lexington and the late Dan and Bettye Abrahamson of Michigan.
Maternal great-grandparents are Wanda Bolen of Barnwell.

SRNS nurse and Barn-
well resident Bre Morris 
was recently bestowed a 
Fluor Silver Medallion 
Award at an SRNS Pres-
ident’s Safety Council 
meeting for taking life-
saving action to save the 
life of a fellow Site em-
ployee. 

Morris, who is a nurse 
with the Site Medical 
organization, was con-
ducting routine medi-
cal surveillance testing 
on an SRS employee. 
The appointment start-
ed out as any normal 
surveillance testing ap-
pointment would, until 
the employee made a 
comment to Morris that 
caught her attention. 
The employee said to her 
that they felt discomfort 
in their neck and felt the 
discomfort was just a 
pinched nerve that they 
had felt in the past. 

Morris persisted in 
asking if the employee 
was okay when they 
stated they were now 
having chest pain as 
well. Quickly identify-
ing the symptoms of a 
potential heart attack, 
Morris transitioned the 
employee from surveil-
lance testing to an EKG 
where she noticed an 
abnormality. She im-
mediately contacted 
the Site Medical Nurse 
Practitioner to report 
the situation and called 
the SRS Fire Depart-
ment to transport the 
employee to a local hos-
pital by ambulance. 

“As soon as the EKG 
started, the monitor im-
mediately showed an 
unusual pattern. I knew 
that we could very well 
be in a dangerous situa-
tion and that the patient 
needed to be under EMS 
care and on the road to 
a hospital,” said Morris. 
“As a nurse, I can’t stress 
enough how important 
it is for symptoms of a 
heart attack to be taken 

seriously. The signs that 
we feel or may observe 
in others could give us 
just enough time to act 
to make sure the people 
we care about survive. I 
am just relieved that the 
patient didn’t ignore 
what they were feeling 
and spoke up so I could 
help. It takes courage 
sometimes to say out 
loud that something 
feels off. I am so thank-
ful the employee was 
here in medical that 
day and the events un-
folded like they did so 
they could receive the 
help they needed to be 
able to go home safely 
to their family.” 

A few days later, the 
employee called Site 
Medical to arrange a 
Site Medical Physician 
teleconference to discuss 
their health situation. 
During the call, the em-
ployee expressed their 
gratitude for Morris’ 
quick response to their 
comment, noting that 
she saved their life. The 
employee went on to ex-
plain that once at the 
hospital, they quickly 
learned that there was 
a 90 percent blockage in 
the left main artery of the 
heart, a condition that is 
commonly referred to 

as a “widow maker.” 
The employee was so 
thankful for Morris’ ac-
tions that they stated that 
they wanted to return to 
Site Medical to person-
ally thank her when they 
were physically able to 
make the visit. 

Morris may be a 
trained medical profes-
sional, but her actions 
demonstrated a level 
of careful attention and 
swift action when min-
utes mattered most. 

“Bre’s quick re-
sponse during what 
she thought would be 
a routine test is an ex-
cellent example of just 
how quickly conditions 
can change and even 
become life threaten-
ing,” said Rick Sprague, 
SRNS Senior Vice Presi-
dent Environment, Safe-
ty, Health and Quality. 
“Her response to chang-
ing conditions dem-
onstrates the level of 
careful attention we all 
should strive to achieve 
in our day-to-day lives, 
at work and at home.” 

The Fluor Silver 
Medallion is a distin-
guished award given to 
employees who act in a 
lifesaving manner and 
assist others in distress, 
either on or off the job.

SRS medical nurse 
receives award for 
lifesaving action
Contributed

SRNS

SRNS nurse Bre Morris was recently bestowed the 

Fluor Silver Medallion for demonstrating the core 

values of SRNS safety culture by having a questioning 

attitude, assessing the situation and taking decisive 

action to save the life of a fellow employee.

Award

Give our office a call at (803) 259-3501.
SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
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Please contact:  
Ethel Washington, BCDC Housing Coord.  

 
We strongly encourage minority & woman owned 

businesses to apply. EOE 
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BARNWELL – Gracie Jordan Epperson, 76, went into 
eternal rest on June 13, 2022. A Memorial Service will 
be held on Saturday, June 25, 2022, at 5 p.m. at Mount 
Olivet Baptist Church, Barnwell, with Rev. David Shultz 
and Ron Still officiating.

Born in Barbourville, Kentucky, she was the daughter 
of the late Tip and Malvie Jordan. She was a member of 
Mount Olivet Baptist Church. She loved reading, quilt-
ing, and crocheting. She donated all of her crocheted 
blankets to the homeless. She was a neighborhood mom 
to everyone. She was a loving mother, grandmother and 
friend and will be missed by many.

Survivors include her sons, Paul (Denise) Epperson 
of London, Kentucky, Mark (Bobbie) Epperson and David Epperson of Barnwell; 
daughters, Jamie (Richard) Sargent and Heather Epperson of Barnwell; nineteen 
grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased in death by her husband, Paul William Epperson.
Memorials may be made to Mount Olivet Baptist Church, 1950 SC Highway 300, 

Barnwell, S.C. 29812.
The family has entrusted Dyches Funeral Home and Crematory with the ar-

rangements.
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Gracie Jordan Epperson

OLAR - Funeral services for Gwendolyn Brabham, 
84, of Olar, were held at 11 o’clock a.m., Saturday, June 
18, 2022, at Olar First Baptist Church with the Reverend 
Dale Hutto officiating; burial followed in the Kearse 
Cemetery, Olar. Memorial contributions may be sent 
to the First Baptist Church of Olar Building Fund, P.O. 
Box 127, Olar, SC 29843. The family will receive friends 
from 6 to 8 p.m., Friday at Folk Funeral Home, Williston, 
and other times at the residence in Olar.

Gwendolyn passed away on Wednesday, June 15, 
2022.

Born in Dunbarton, she was a daughter of the late 
William T. Bennett and Willie Madelene Cave. She was 

a graduate of Olar High School and received her undergraduate degree from the 
University of South Carolina where she was a very proud Gamecock. She taught 
at Blackville-Hilda High School and retired after 30 years of teaching; she was an 
active city councilwoman in Olar for over 20 years and a member of the Olar First 
Baptist Church where she prepared the church bulletin for many years. She loved 
arts and crafts and also loved learning about history and was an avid reader. Her 
favorite movie was Gone with the Wind, the movie was so important she showed 
the movie to all of her students during her teaching career. She loved to knit and 
enjoyed crocheting. Gwendolyn loved her husband dearly and all of her family 
was very important to her. She was also very patriotic and loved celebrating the 
Fourth of July.

Survivors include her loving husband, Glenn H. Brabham; daughters, Teresa 
(Steve) Edwards of Barnwell, Ruthie (Terry) Gooding of Statesville, N.C., Kimberly 
(Jim) Niece of Sugarland, Texas, and Shari Brabham of Tuscon, AZ; sons, Franklin 
Ray (Lori) Morris Jr. of St. Marys, GA, Randy (Angie) Morris of Barnwell, Lance 
(Martha) Brabham of Coral Springs, FL; 17 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; 
and a brother, Ted (Nancy) Bennett of Evansville, IN.

She was preceded in death by a sister, Joann Brown.
Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the family with arrangements. 

Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Gwendolyn Brabham

HILDA - Hazel Francis Gleaton, 79, of Hilda, passed away on Wednesday, May 
25, 2022. No formal services will be held at this time.

Born in Aiken County, she was a daughter of the late Thomas Cellus Smith and 
Vera Marie Hutto Smith and was married to the late Larry Lee Gleaton. She was a 
homemaker.

Survivors include her daughters, Janet (Ray) Carrigg of Hilda, Brenda Gleaton 
of Florida, Amber (Jr.) Odom of Aiken, Connie (Richard) Harold of Virginia, Lillie 
Gleaton of Columbia; sons, Steven Gleaton of Hilda, Duke Gleaton of Oklahoma, 
Kenneth Gleaton of Columbia; a sister, Mary Bolen of Perry; 8 grandchildren and 
18 great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her sons, 
Gary O’Neal Gleaton and Dale Roger Gleaton; and her daughter, Pamela Denise 

Baughman.
Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Hazel Gleaton

BARNWELL - Funeral services for Hubert Lee Still, 
72, of Barnwell, were held at 4 o’clock p.m., Sunday, 
June 19, 2022, at Reachout Ministries, 1590 Dove Rd., 
Barnwell, with the Reverend Don McCormick officiat-
ing; burial followed in the church cemetery. The fam-
ily received friends from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday at Folk 
Funeral home and one hour prior to the service at the 
church on Sunday. Memorial contributions may be sent 
to Folk Funeral Home, P.O. Box 367, Williston, SC 29853. 

Hubert passed away on Thursday, June 16, 2022.
Born in Barnwell County, he was a son of Duylee Still 

and the late Evedell Still. He attended Reachout Minis-
tries and previously worked construction at Savannah 

River Plant and was a U.S. Army veteran. He owned and operated Still’s Produce in 
Rincon, GA; he was known as a very hard worker and wanted all tasks completed 
in one day. He also loved to fish and enjoyed working in his yard. Hubert had a 
wonderful family and was a great husband, friend, and a man of God. He will be 
greatly missed by all who knew him. 

Survivors include his loving wife of 49 years, Kathleen Elease Steed Still; a son, 
Rocky Hayward Still of Barnwell; father and step-mother, Duylee and Florence 
Still; sisters, Rose Miller of Hilda and Mandy Still (George) of Blackville; brother, 
Timmy Still of Blackville; step-brother, Ricky Collins; step-sister, Debbie Cothran; 
along with numerous nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his mother, he was preceded in death by his sister, Tammy Still; 
and brothers, Tommy and Billy Still.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the family with arrangements. 
Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Hubert Still

BARNWELL - John Louis Owens Sr., of Barnwell, 
passed away at his home on June 11, 2022.

John was born on December 5, 1931 in Barnwell 
County. He was the son of the late John Owens and Ollie 
Briggs Owens. John served in the National Guard and 
retired with the City of Barnwell. He was a member of 
Friendship Baptist Church.

John is pre-deceased by his wife, Rosa Lee Still; 
children, Patricia Ann Owens and Johnnie Marie Wall. 
He is survived by children, Donna Deloris Harris and 
John Louis (Cynthia) Owens Jr.; son-in-law, Danny 
Wall Sr.; sister, Betty Hoover; grandchildren, Mitchell 
(Courtney) Bodiford, Crystal (Eddie) Johnson, Jessica 

Wall Thomas, Danny Lee Wall Jr., Johnathan Harris, Kaitlin Owens, and Kourtni 
Owens; 20 great-grandchildren, and 5 great-great-grandchildren.

A visitation will be held at Friendship Baptist Church, 5801 Friendship Rd., Barn-
well, S.C. 29812 on Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 10 a.m. with funeral services to follow 
at 11 a.m. in Friendship Baptist Church; burial will follow in the church cemetery. 

Mole Funeral Home assisted the family. Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com..
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John Louis Owens, Sr.

BARNWELL - William “Bill” Henry Black Jr. of 
Barnwell passed away on June 11, 2022, at Lexington 
Medical Center.

Bill was born in Savannah, GA on November 15, 1943. 
He is the son of the late William Henry Black Sr. and 
Catherine Livingston. Bill served in the Army and was 
a self-employed entrepreneur.

Bill is pre-deceased by his wife, Doris Campbell Black; 
and a sister, Yvonne Weiler. He is survived by daugh-
ters, Tracey Black Nutter of Cayce and Susan Behler 
of Victoria, VA; a son, William James Black of Gaston; 
brothers, Harold Whitney Black, Gerald Burton Black; 
sisters, Kimberly Oliger, Debbie Franklin; 13 grandchil-

dren, and 21 great-grandchildren.
A joint memorial service for William “Bill” Henry Black Jr. and Doris Campbell 

Black will be held on July 9, 2022 at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
3617 Highway 70, Barnwell, S.C. 29812 at 10 a.m. Mole Funeral Home is assisting 
the family.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
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William ‘Bill’ Henry Black, Jr.
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Old Glory glistened 
in front of the Williston 
Fire Department as they 
celebrated 100 years of 
dedicated service to the 
community on June 4, 
2022. 

The department’s first 
motorized fire truck– a 
1936 Chevrolet lovingly 
called Old Glory– now 
sits retired after re-
sponding to many calls 
throughout the decades, 
representing the pride 
and history of the Willis-
ton Fire Department. 

The Williston Fire De-
partment has watched 
over Williston since 1922. 
The department current-
ly covers 54 square miles 
of land from Highway 
278 at the Aiken County 
line over to Moonlight 
Road, and then stretches 
all the way to the Edisto 
River at the Orangeburg 
County line. 

District 7 is the largest 
in Barnwell County with 
34 members. However, 
it has almost doubled its 
size since its establish-
ment which started with 
only 15 men under Chief 
George W. Whittaker. 

Current Chief John 
Melton started working 
at the Williston Fire De-
partment when he was 
16. His father, late for-
mer chief Calvin Melton, 
worked in fire service for 
35 years and was a dedi-
cated leader of the de-
partment for many years. 

“To be the chief of the 
department is very im-
portant to me. It’s a role 
I take very seriously,” 
said Melton. “To ring in 
a hundred years is defi-
nitely a milestone and 
something that I'll never 
forget.” 

The Meltons are not 
the only family whose 
generations have served 
the Williston communi-
ty. Milton Widener grew 
up watching his father 
and uncle fight fires. He 
took that experience and 
applied it when he joined 
the department in the 
early to mid 1960s. 

Done in part to carry 
on his family legacy and 
also to follow the excite-
ment he found in volun-
teering while watching 
family members before 
he was old enough to 
partake.

“I can remember back 
of different house fires 
that I went to with my 
dad and just the excite-
ment of watching them. 
Then later on in life par-
ticipating and doing the 
same things that they 
were doing,” said Wid-
ener. 

“My uncle, Curtis Wid-
ener, was fire chief. Then 
later on my dad, Norman 
Widener, was fire chief, 
and then John's dad, 
Calvin was fire chief, 
who was my dad's as-
sistant chief,” said Wid-
ener. “After Calvin had 
to step down, medically, 
is when I became chief. 
So, it has kind of been in 
both families for quite a 
few years.” 

Widener is the longest 
serving member cur-
rently in the department 
with 50 years of service. 
He first joined the de-
partment when the late 
Clyde Porter was chief 
in 1972. He also volun-
teered as an EMT for the 
Williston Rescue Squad 

for seven years. 
“I've always consid-

ered the fire department 
to be the backbone of the 
community,” said Wid-
ener.

“We wanted to hold 
an event to celebrate the 
hundred years as well as 
the history of the depart-
ment and celebrate all 
the members and town 
representatives that are 
always helping,” said 
Chief Melton. Among 
those members was Wid-
ener. 

“I knew they had a 
little something up their 
sleeve,” said Widener. 

At the annual Christ-
mas party, the Williston 
Fire Department honors 
its members who have 
accomplished milestones 
in their volunteership 
as a firefighter. Widener 
explains that honorary 
pins are given to volun-
teers every five years of 
service, but the pins stop 
at 45 years. 

Awarding Widener’s 
50 years of service was 
held off until the 100th 
anniversary. Fellow 
members joked it was fit-
ting as he had been in the 
department for half of its 
existence. 

“They told me that 
since we're having our 
hundred year anniver-
sary coming up, and that 
I had been in the depart-
ment half that time, that 
they were going to do a 
little something for me 
there,” said Widener. 
“But I had no idea that I 
was getting the plaque.” 

Widener was present-
ed with a plaque by Wil-
liston Fire Department 
Captain and Barnwell 

County Fire Coordina-
tor Timbo Williams. 
The plaque honoring his 
dedication is adorned 
with a golden ax blade 
and wooden handle in-
scribed with ‘Williston 
Fire Dept.’

When Widener was 
chief, at each annual 
Christmas event he 
would give the depart-
ment a reminder. 

“Every Christmas 
banquet we'd have, I 
tell every one of them ‘a 
million and a half dol-
lars worth of equipment 
sitting out there in that 
building, and none of it 
is any good if it wasn't 
for you,’” he said. 

This family-like qual-
ity is maintained re-
gardless of who is chief. 
Widener explains it takes 
someone whose heart is 
in the right place to be 
a volunteer firefighter, 
and with these types of 
people family grows nat-
urally. 

“Every time those 
tones drop, I have a sense 
of being able to help out 
a neighbor because of my 
training and past experi-
ence. I think that's with 
any firefighter,” said 
Widener. 

The Williston Fire De-
partment’s roots in the 
town run deep. 100 years 
of service not only builds 
friendships and families 
but establishes a constant 
and dependable presence 
in the community. 

Old Glory has been a 
symbol of pride and his-
tory to both the Town of 
Williston and the fire de-
partment since 1936. 

“Somewhere around 
the 1950s or 60s, it was 

sold to a gentleman to 
use as a farm truck. It sat 
in one of his barns for 
probably 40 years, and 
then it was donated back 
to the fire department 
in the early 2000s,” said 
Melton. 

“When my dad, Calvin 
Melton, was the chief, 
they started the restora-
tion process and then 
it was finished under 
Milton Widener when 
he was the chief,” said 
Melton. 

“It's just a very impor-
tant historical piece to 
the department. To be 
able to have our very first 
truck, and kind of where 
the department got its 
start, is a very significant 
piece to the department 
and just history to the 
town,” he said. 

The Williston Fire De-
partment posted a bit of 
their history in honor of 
the 100th anniversary on 
Facebook. In this text it 
details milestones of the 
department such as the 
completion of the new 
fire department building 
in 2002, marking two de-
cades of dedication with-
in the current walls. 

Throughout the years 
the department has put 
out countless fires, how-
ever; there have been a 
few that have stood out 
based on size and sever-
ity.  On March 12, 1946, a 
fire started on the load-
ing platform and grew 
into what is now known 
as ‘the Train Depot fire’ 
where Old Glory re-
sponded to the scene. 

There was also the 
First Baptist Church fire 
on Christmas morning of 

1993 and the Price Wise 
grocery store fire in 2013. 

“My first major fire was 
when we had the Price 
Wise fire uptown. That 
call came in at 3:00 a.m 
and it had already bro-
ken through the roof,” 
described Widener. 

“I had enough confi-
dence in any one of them 
fellows to know what to 
do,” he said. 

The Williston Fire De-
partment has kept busy 
this summer. The official 
May 2022 Run Numbers 
were recently posted on 
the department’s Face-
book page noting 22 
incidents ranging from 
structure fires to bomb 
threats. They also held 
live burn training with 
mutual aid departments.

In addition to watching 
over Williston and sur-
rounding areas, the de-
partment has dedicated 
time to promoting safety 
in individual households. 

The department per-
formed a Smoke Alarm 
Blitz in May where they 
installed 115 fire alarms 
in 33 homes. 

“We plan on going back 
out in July to do another 
smoke alarm blitz,” said 
Melton. “I have about 30 
houses again for July.”

Williston residents 
looking to receive a 
smoke alarm can apply 
at the town hall. 

“We have an applica-
tion at town hall. People 
can leave it for us and 
we will receive it, and 
then we'll periodically 
be going out throughout 
the year to install them,” 
said Melton. 

“If anybody wants to get 

involved in the fire depart-
ment, they can come by 
the town hall here in Wil-
liston, pick up an applica-
tion, and do an interview 
process,” said Melton. 

“Anybody who joins, 
we provide training, 
and then also training 
through the South Caro-
lina Fire Academy,” he 
said. Training through 
the fire academy is free 
to members. 

Volunteering at the 
Williston Fire Depart-
ment includes respond-
ing to emergencies and 
attending two meetings a 
month, one for business 
and one for training. 

Both Melton and Wid-
ener have dedicated their 
lives to helping the com-
munity and ensuring 
their safety. 

“It's definitely very im-
portant to me. The fire 
department and a lot of 
the members on it have 
been a part of my family 
since I was born,” said 
Melton. 

“Every one of those 
folks down there are part 
of my family,” said Wid-
ener. 

Williston Fire Dept.: A century of service 

Members of the Williston Fire Department during their June 4 celebration to mark 100 years of service to the community.

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell County Fire Coordinator Timbo Williams (left) 
presents retired Williston Fire Chief Milton Widener (right). 
who continues to volunteer, a plaque for 50 years of service 
to the Williston Fire Department. 

Contributed Photos

Old Glory has been a symbol of pride and history for both the Town of Williston and the 
Williston Fire Department since 1936.
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Calvin Melton
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John Melton 
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‘Reco’ good with dogs, kids
R

eco is this week’s Adoptable Pet of the Week 
from the Barnwell County Animal Shelter.  

Reco is a male black lab pup about 14 weeks of age. 
He is laid back, gentle, and loving. 

"Apple is getting to know us and will approach 
shyly, but loves the pets and attention he gets when 
sitting under our feet. He gets along with other dogs 
and would likely cats. He is great with children of all 
ages due to his low energy at this point," said shelter 
manager Marlena Ray.

Help him find his forever home today.
The shelter is open Monday through Thursday 

from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to meet 
and greet animals. Stop by to meet Reco or any of the 
other adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 
Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshelter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Circle Theatre of Barn-
well is gearing up for a 
show-stopping weekend 
with four performances 
by its campers of the mu-
sical, Dear Edwina Jr. 

Twenty-four future 
Broadway stars will take 
the stage on Friday, June 
24 at 6 p.m., Saturday, 
June 25 at 3 and 6 p.m., 
and Sunday, June 26 at 
3 p.m. after a whirlwind 
week of preparation. 

Directed by Kimberly 
Sanchelli, Dear Edwina 
Jr. tells the adventures of 
advice-giver-extraordi-
naire, Edwina Spoonable, 
“as she directs the neigh-
borhood kids in a series of 
buoyant production num-
bers for the latest edition 
of her weekly ‘Advice-a-
Palooza,” according to a 
Facebook post made by 
the Circle Theatre. 

The actors, directors, 
and producers have four 
and a half days to pull 
an entire show together. 
Camp at Circle Theatre is 
in session from Monday, 
June 20 to Sunday, June 26, 
but two and a half of those 
days are reserved for the 
final performances. 

“Some people would 
think it's very chaotic, and it 
is. But we always pull it off,” 
said theatre board member 
and producer of Dear Ed-
wina Jr., Rachel Hair. 

Coming off the cusp of 
social distancing due to the 
pandemic, the number of 
students involved in the-
atre camp dwindled this 
year. In previous years, 
the camp was held for two 
weeks–one week for chil-
dren eight through 12, and 
the next week reserved for 
kids 12 through 16.

Lower attendance this 
year caused the weeks to 
be blended and the age 
groups to be combined. 

“We didn't have enough 
kids to do both,” said 
Hair. 

Sanchelli described 
this summer’s camp as 
rebuilding after COVID. 
With the widened age 
range of the camp goers, 
Sanchelli looked for a 
show that would be ap-
propriate for younger per-
formers and engaging for 
older performers. 

“We combined the ages 
this year, and it was a big 
issue finding something 
that would be appropriate 
for kids anywhere from 
eight to 16-years-old,” said 
Sanchelli. “I try to find 
something different for 
the kids to do each sum-
mer. This particular play 
that we're doing, Dear Ed-
wina Jr., was something 
I was a little bit afraid of 
because it was something 
new that no one had re-
ally heard of including 
myself.” 

Although this is 
Sanchelli’s second year 
directing, she has been in-
volved in the theatre since 
childhood with her father, 
Dennis Knapp. Knapp is 
a longtime director and 
board member of Circle 
Theatre, and involved his 
daughter in productions 
throughout her child-
hood. 

“I definitely have val-

ued all of his experience 
because he'll remind me 
of things. He'll say, ‘Did 
you do the light cues 
yet?’ He has the whole 
process of putting the 
show together down,” 
said Sanchelli, who also 
involved her son in Circle 
Theatre productions in 
his childhood. 

Sanchelli was respon-
sible for selecting the cast 
from auditions done in 
May. 

“The kids audition nor-
mally about four to six 
weeks before the show 
starts. The cast list comes 
out at five weeks and they 
get all their scripts. So, 
they know that they're 
supposed to be studying 
their lines and the songs,” 
said Sanchelli. 

“People always ask me, 
‘How in the world do you 
put on an entire show?’” 
said Sanchelli, who attri-
butes it to the dedication 
of her young actors and 
volunteers like Hair and 
Renee Owens. 

Owens has been in-
volved in Circle Theatre 
as a board member, trea-
surer, director, actor and 
parent of performers since 
her daughters were at-
tending camp themselves. 
Now, Owens serves as 
the assistant director to 
Sanchelli and Nana to ac-
tress Shelby Jackson. 

“Since we combined 
camps this year, we're 
working both camps to-
gether. Last year, we did 
a week each and helped 
each other out on the 
weekends,” said Ow-
ens. “It's nice because my 
granddaughters are in-
volved in it and it's such a 
good program for them.” 

Shelby Jackson plays 
the roles of ‘Becky’ and 
‘Chef Ludmilla’ in this 
weekend’s production of 
Dear Edwina Jr., and has 
been involved in the the-
atre’s programs for five 
years. 

“The first year I did it 
I really liked it. I've been 
doing it ever since!” said 
Jackson, who showcases 
her newfound opera voice 
in her role as ‘Chef Lud-
milla.’ 

Similarly to Jackson, 
Sydney Asmus has been 
involved with the theatre 
for five years. “It's practi-
cally been my childhood 
to do this every summer.”

“I get to play a sassy 
ballerina and a sweet 
fairy at the same time. It's 
epic,” said Asmus, who 
plays ‘Kelli’ and ‘the Fairy 
Forkmother’ in the show. 

Summer Long stars as 
Frank’s Ma and Kid 1, and 
has starred in every sum-
mer camp play alongside 
Jackson and Asmus. 

“Every single play I've 
been in, it has these two. 
Every single one,” said 
Long as she referred to 
her friends. “They know 
that they can't split us up 
because we do really good 
together. It's like chemis-
try.” 

Sanchelli notes the ex-
citement the kids have 
for performing with each 
other and sees it continue 
throughout the summers.

“We all look forward 
to camp every year,” said 
Sanchelli. “I saw it this 
morning. They ran in and 
after they couldn't see 

each other for like a year, 
they gave each other hugs 
and everything. You start 
a whole comradery that 
you look forward to.” 

The trio reminisced on 
prior performances. In 
a previous year, they all 
starred in both the younger 
group’s production and the 
older group’s production. 

“We had three of them 
last year in the younger 
group that actually did 
both weeks because they 
needed more in the older 
group. So, three of them 
that were performing ac-
tually did two camps,” 
said Owens. 

“I remember back in 
the Bye Bye Birdie play, 
we actually all landed the 
same role together as fan 
girls for Conrad Birdie. 
We were just in the back-
ground screeching at ev-
ery other word he said,” 
said Asmus. 

Jackson, Asmus, and 
Long enjoy the process of 
putting on a show in four 
days. 

“I like the pressure that 
you're under whenever 
you're only learning it in 
four days,” said Long. 

Although these three 
have been involved in 
Circle Theatre produc-
tions for years, Sanchelli 
said she is directing a lot 
of new faces this summer. 

“Some of these kids 
have been here for six or 
seven years, but we have 
probably 50 percent this 
is their first year, which is 
great to get new kids in,” 
said Sanchelli. 

Among those newcom-
ers are Sanaa Jenkins and 
Bryson Jones, who both 
aspire to pursue careers 
in acting. 

Jenkins will be starring 
as both the ‘Queen’ and 
‘Aphrodite’, and got in-
volved in the camp with 
help from her mother. 

“She knew that I want-
ed to be an actress and 
she said that she found a 
theatre camp in Barnwell 
that I could do this sum-
mer,” said Jenkins. 

Jones will make his 
acting debut as ‘Farmer 
Jerry.’

“I heard about this a few 
years ago, but I couldn't 

join because of COVID,” 
said Jones. “But now I’m 
finally here.”

Although this is their 
first time on the Circle 
Theatre stage, Jones and 
Jenkins are feeling pre-
pared and excited with 
only a hint of nervousness 
on day one. 

“I'm looking forward 
to seeing my family and 
I'm looking forward to ev-
eryone applauding,” said 
Jones. 

“I know all my lines and 
everything, but I'm still 
nervous because there are 
gonna be some people that 
I don't know in the crowd,” 
said Jenkins. 

Nerves aren’t just for 
newcomers. Asmus ex-
presses a similar feeling. 

“As long as I've been do-
ing theatre, stage fright is 
always in the back of my 
mind,” said Asmus. 

Asmus’ mother, Amber 
Asmus, noticed a shift in 
confidence in both of her 
daughters since joining 
the Circle Theatre’s sum-
mer camp. 

“Sydney kind of strug-
gled with anxiety in the 
past, and I feel like hav-
ing this, showing her that 
she can do these things, 
it's lessened her anxiety 
level a lot in the past few 

years,” said Amber, who 
described a similar oc-
currence in her younger 
daughter, Kiera. Kiera 
stars as both ‘Katie’ and 
‘Lola’ in this weekend’s 
production. 

“That's why we do it. 
It’s for them to gain more 
experience and for them 
to have the ability to come 
down here and hang out 
with friends and family 
and they have their the-
atre friends,” said Amber, 
who brings her children 
to the camp from Lexing-
ton every summer. Am-
ber has family in Barn-
well and has known both 
Sanchelli and her father 
since childhood when she 
and her siblings were in-
volved in the camp. 

Some of those friends 
include Simon and Au-
drey Sanders. Simon will 
be playing ‘Cordell’ and 
Audrey will be playing 
‘Kid 5’ and ‘Periwinkle.’

Their mother, Amie 
Sanders, too feels that the-
atre has brought her chil-
dren out of their shells. 

“It's brought both of them 
out. And they needed that. 
Now, there's nothing they're 
scared to do,” said Sanders. 
“They'll talk in front of any-
body, they'll jump up and 
be who they are.” 

The cast of Dear Ed-
wina Jr., is passionate, en-
thusiastic, and supported 
by their directors, friends 
and family leading some 
wanting to pursue paths 
in arts. 

“I'm at least going to get a 
better education about the-
atre, because theatre is re-
ally possible,” said Asmus. 
“Like I will bust down the 
door to Broadway.” 

Long has aspirations of 
wanting to give back to 
the theatre community 
she grew in and work with 
Circle Theatre productions 
when she is older. Jackson 
has similar goals of a ca-
reer in the arts. 

Sanchelli looks forward 
to seeing the path her per-
formers take saying, “you 
get to follow them as they 
use their theatrical skills 
in other ways.”

“I really love giving 
back to this community 
and the kids are just so 
enthusiastic about it. And 
that's really what I love. I 
love coming to work with 
kids that wanna be here 
and it makes them happy 
and they put their whole 
heart into it,” she said. 

Owens, Hair, and 
Sanchelli are all teachers. 
Owens is a band direc-
tor and music teacher at 
Jackson Middle School in 
Aiken, Hair is a second 
grade teacher at Barnwell 
Elementary, and Sanchelli 
is a middle school English 
and drama teacher at Riv-
erside Middle School in 
the Greenville area. 

“It lets me step out of 
the role of being a teach-
er, where I have to worry 
about giving them grades, 
to where I can just come 
here and have fun with 
the kids,” said Owens. 

After a whirlwind week 
of preparation, opening 
night of Dear Edwina Jr., is 
Friday at 6 p.m. followed 
by two performances on 
Saturday at 3 p.m. and 6 
p.m., and one on Sunday 
at 3 p.m. 

Tickets are available at 
the door of the Circle The-
atre located at 325 Acad-
emy Street, Barnwell, SC 
29812, by reaching out 
through Facebook, or call-
ing (803) 259-7046. Those 
interested in tickets or 
information about next 
year’s summer camp can 
also reach out to Hair at 
rachelhairct@gmail.com.

Circle Theatre campers ready to perform

CAST (not in order): Summer Long, Alexander Scully, Alyssa Tedder, Isabelle Snead, 

Kiera Asmus, Sydney Asmus, William James Weeks, Lily Carson, Neo Culp, Brinkley Lora 

Taylor, Hartlyn Still, Noah Scott Hutson, Hunter Ryan Phalen, Freedom White, Allister 
White, Chloe Wix, Charlee Wix, Simon Sanders, Audrey Sanders, Shelby Jackson, Sadie 
Michela Beyer. Caitlin Bell, Sanaa Jenkins, Bryson Jones.

Alexandra Whitbeck

Reporter
reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Five All-Star teams head 

to state tournaments

T
wo little league base-
ball teams and three 
sof tba l l  t ea m s a re 

headed to the state tourna-
ment.

Local All-Star teams recent-
ly completed their district-
level games. All-Star teams 
include the Barnwell Baseball 
Softball Association’s 12 best 
players from each division 
from the regular season. Now 
five teams are headed to their 
respective state tournaments. 

“We definitely need sup-
port to help with donations 
for travel,” said Rick Arnold, 
BBSA vice president for soft-
ball.

All donations given to the 
BBSA will be split between the 
teams to help with lodging, 
travel, and food. 

“We are not looking for 
handouts. We are going to 
have cooking fundraisers, 
maybe even a pay-to-watch 
k ic kba l l  tou r na ment ,  ca r 
wash, or anything else so 
these kids learn a little about 
work ethic as well,” said Brad 
Whitehead, BBSA vice presi-
dent for baseball. 

Donations can be given to 
individual teams or directly to 
the BBSA through Whitehead 
by calling (803) 671-2723. You 
can also message the BBSA on 
their Facebook page.  

BASEBALL
The Barnwell Rookies All-

Star team (five- to six-year-
olds) will play in the state 
tournament th is weekend 
after coming in second in the 
district. During the district 
tournament, the Rookies lost 
their first game 6-5 to Orange-
burg before beating Neeses 
15-0. In a double header Barn-
well beat Orangeburg 13-3 
and lost to Gregg Park 7-5; 
however, Barnwell held off 
Gregg Park from scoring in 
the last five innings. 

“It all goes back to the ex-
pertise they bring to the field 
and the talent we have on our 
team. I’m proud of our players 
and our coaches. They held 
Barnwell to a higher standard 
when it comes to etiquette,” 
said coach Lawrence Smith, 
who recognizes his players, 
coaches, and God. 

The Barnwell Rookies are 
now practicing for the state 
tournament. In addition to the 
regular coaches, Smith thanks 
Billy Wier for his help with 
state preparation. 

The team’s first game is this 
Saturday, June 25 at noon at 
the Orangeburg Recreational 
Park. 

Also headed to the state 
tournament is the Barnwell 
Coaches Pitch All-Star team. 

BARNWELL COACHES PITCH ALL-STARS: (front row, left to right) #6 Breed Folk, #22 Alex Nguyen, #5 Kipper Polk, #2 Maddox Ashby, 

#94 Rylan LaCroix, and #23 Wylie Bolen; (back row, left to right) #20 Dierks Bolen, #9 Marcus Allen, #1 Daniel Anastasia, #14 Konnor 

Carter, #13 Brogan Gunnells, and #3 Axel Myers; Coaches (left to right) Dave Anastasia, Chris Yancey, Jamie Ashby, and Michael Polk.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

BARNWELL ANGELS ALL-STARS: Coaches Robert Scott, Brad Whitehead, and Micheal Terrapin; (middle row, left to right) Emily 

Vanacore, Ashby Heltibridle, Rekeya Roberts, Mary Sanders Reece, Shalayah Badger, Kensley Terrapin, Sadie Whitehead, Genesis 

Walker; (bottom row, left to right) Makaylee Padgett, Isabella Rutland, Isabella Kent, and Naomi Scott.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

George Dukes has been 
named head women’s basket-
ball coach for the University of 
South Carolina Salkehatchie.

“Coach Dukes brings years of 
experience molding and men-
toring young women through 
the game of basketball. He is 
passionate about his role, and I 
look forward to seeing what he 
will accomplish at USC Salke-
hatchie,” Director of Athletics 
Jeremy Joye said.

Dukes comes to USC Salke-
hatchie from Grovetown High 

School near 
A u g u s t a , 
G e o r g i a , 
where he 
has coached 
the Lady 
W a r r i o r s 
for the last 
three years. 

He led Grovetown to Re-
gion 3-AAAAAA champion-
ships in 2020 and 2022. Under 
his leadership, the Warriors 
had a 53 – 22 record, qualify-
ing for the state playoffs each 
year he coached, including 
an Elite Eight appearance in 
2021. Dukes was recognized as 
Coach of the Year by the Geor-

gia Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion in 2022 and 2020.

“I'm excited for the oppor-
tunity to coach at USC Salke-
hatchie. My goal is to continue 
to help student-athletes achieve 
their athletic and academic 
goals beyond high school,” 
Dukes said. “I felt welcomed 
and part of the Salk family dur-
ing the interview process. That 
made it an easy decision for me 
and my family. I look forward 
to building a program that rep-
resents the school and commu-
nity with great pride.”

Dukes coached with the 
Georgia Sting Amateur Ath-
letic Union (AAU) basketball 

organization for 10 years, dur-
ing which he and his staff 
earned over 300 wins. He ran 
the Episcopal Day School boys 
and girls basketball programs 
from 2013-2015, winning one 
title and appearing in three 
other finals. Following his time 
at EDS, Dukes was an assistant 
girls varsity coach at Augusta 
Preparatory Day School for 
two seasons, before becoming 
the head varsity boys coach the 
following season.

Coach Dukes is from Augus-
ta, Georgia where he played 
basketball at the Academy of 
Richmond County. After high 
school, he received an associate 

degree from Georgia Military 
College and then attended Troy 
University, where he received a 
bachelor’s in computer science 
and a master’s in business ad-
ministration and information 
systems. He is currently pursu-
ing a doctorate in business ad-
ministration and information 
systems from Walden Universi-
ty. He served as the cybersecu-
rity teacher at Grovetown High 
School.

Dukes is married to Yessenia 
Dukes. They are proud par-
ents of Acacia Blue, Kambryn 
Dukes, Chloe Mays, Chauncey 
Dukes, Taylor Mays and Chris-
tian Dukes.

Dukes named USC Salk women’s basketball coach

See STATE, 2B

Stephanie Gruber
USC Salkehatchie
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Williston Recreation & Activities Committee) cut the ribbon 

State: Several Barnwell All-Star teams headed to state tournaments FROM PAGE 1B

They played i n t he 
District 6 double-header 
tournament June 11-12. 
They beat Bamberg in 
the first game 15-5 and 
Gregg Park 13-2 on June 
11 before winning 13-8 
on June 12 against Or-
angeburg, making them 
Distr ict 6 champions, 
said coach Jamie Ashby. 

“These boys have put 
in some long hot hours 
practicing and it paid 
off this weekend,” said 
coach Chris Yancey.

The Coaches Pitch All-
Stars will compete in the 
state tournament starting 
July 8 in Anderson at the 
Anderson Sport and En-
tertainment Complex in 
the hopes of bringing back 
a championship win. 

The team welcomes 
donations to help them 
fund their four-day trip 
to Anderson. 
SOFTBALL

The City of Barnwell 
hosted the district soft-
ball tournament over the 
weekend. 

Twe nt y- t wo  t e a m s 
from Saluda, Bamberg, 
Newberry, Lake Marion, 
St. George, Orangeburg, 
Barnwell, and Midland 
Va l le y  c o nve rge d  at 
Lemon Park in Barnwell 
Friday, June 17 through 
Sunday, June 19 for a 
series of games in the 
various age divisions. 

“It’s a privilege to host 
the tournament. We had 
a very good, successful 
tournament,” said Rick 
Arnold, vice president 
of softball for the BBSA 
who also helps coach the 
Belles team. 

He said Barnwell is 
fortunate to have excel-
lent ball facilities like the 
four-field Lemon Park 
which allows multiple 
games to be played at 
once. A total of 27 games 
were played.

Er ic  Euba n k s,  who 
served as tournament 
director, did a “wonder-
ful job keeping the flow 
of the games going,” said 
Arnold. 

While games are good 
for the athletes, hosting 
the district tournament 
was also good for the 
community because it 
brought i n people to 
Barnwell. It also helped 
the BBSA through con-
cession stand sales.

Though Barnwell soft-
ball has traditionally had 
low numbers, it has still 
produced good teams 
over the years. This year 
is no different with three 
teams headed to state. 

The Barnwell Angels 
All-Stars (9- to 10-year-
olds) came in f irst in 

the division, automati-
cally moving forward 
to the state tournament 
on July 8-12 in Iva. The 
Angels went 5-0 in the 
District 4 Dixie Youth 
Softball Tournament af-
ter beat ing Newberry 
(14-4), Lake Marion (11-
1), Midland Valley (24-4), 
St. George (10-0), and 
Midland Valley (10-0) 
again in the champion-
ship game.

“To go from 0-2 last 
year to 5-0 this year put 
all the hard work and de-
termination into perspec-
tive for these girls. I love 
these girls like they’re my 
own. I push these girls 
to their limits, and they 
deserved this win,” said 
coach Brad Whitehead, 
who has coached many of 
the girls for years. 

When the girls were 
in the Darlings division, 
they lost a close champi-
onship game to Midland 
Valley. The team came 
back the next year ready 
to do better, but COVID 
h it  a nd paused play. 
Last year, they resumed 
play and went 0 -2 at 
the district tournament, 
walking 37 batters in 
two games. 

“That lit a fire under me 
to get these girls going. 
I saw potential in these 
girls when they were only 
6 and 7. I decided to start a 
softball travel team so we 
could continue to grow 
and get better and be 
able to pitch a lot more 
in games and play year 
around. So, when Dixie 
Youth started back up 
this year, we had some re-
ally good regular season 
games and some awe-
some district tournament 
games,” Whitehead said. 

The Barnwell Pony-
ta i ls Al l-Stars (11- to 
12-year-olds) came in 
third after a 1-2 record, 
qualifying them for a 
spot at state. 

“We had a lot of new 
players who developed 
into confident athletes, 
owning their spot.  It 
was a collective effort,” 
said coach John Win-
ningham. 

The Barnwell Belles 
All-Stars are also going 
to state since there was 
not a district tournament 
for them. 

The Barnwell Darlings 
All-Stars (7- to 8-year-
olds) went 0 -2 in the 
tournament and will not 
proceed to state. 

T h e  s t a t e  c h a mp i -
onship will be held in 
Iva (Anderson County) 
start ing July 8. Game 
times are to be deter-
mined. 

BARNWELL PONYTAILS ALL-STARS: (kneeling, left to right) Tenley Renew, Makayla Barrett, Caylee Davis, Emily 

Hankins, Braelyn Chavis, and Kylee Lott; (standing, left to right) Kennide Williams, Anniston Pierce, Kendall 

Adams, Addison Chavis, Kaydence Chavis, and Julia Garrett; (back row) Coaches Libby Sims, Scotty Hankins, 

John Winningham, Trey Chavis, and Thomas Lott.

BARNWELL ROOKIES ALL-STARS: (front row, left to right) Peyton Curtis, Casen Breland, Christian Sumpter, Grant 

Wier, Carson Smith, and Kole Zorn; (middle row, left to right) Mason Proctor, Finn Carroll, Knox Bolen, Kameron 

Griffin, Brantley Whitehead, and Connor Still; (back row, left to right) Coaches Ashley Whitehead, Rodney Zorn, 

Lawrence Smith, and Brent Champy.

Reagan Still, Alyssa 
Phillips, and Natalie 

Creech from Jefferson 
Davis Academy were 

picked to play in the 

North-South All-Star 

softball game on May 21.

“We definitely need support to 

help with donations for travel.”

- Rick Arnold, 

BBSA vice president for softball

3 JDA players 

selected 

for All-Star 

softball game
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Take a trip under the deep blue 
sea and look for treasures from 

A to Z. Can you find each letter of 
the alphabet hidden in the picture?

Diving for the lost city of Port Royal is 
dangerous. Divers must watch out for sharks.

Do all sharks look the same? No siree! Circle 
five ways the two sharks are different.

Divers looking for sunken treasure 
do not look for the hulls of sunken 

ships. Wooden hulls rot after 
hundreds of years under water.

Treasure hunters look instead for 
lumps that could be the remains of 

metal parts of a ship: cannons, 
anchors, tools and ballast. Sometimes, 
even these are hard to see, as most of 

them have been encrusted with 
sand and shells.

.
Standards Link: Spelling: Spell independently combining phonemes 
to form words; vocabulary development.

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination.

Long ago, Spanish ships full of treasure sailed the 
seas. Sometimes these ships sank, leaving tons of 
treasure on the sea floor. Search the sea floor for 
seven coins with letters on them. Unscramble the 
letters to find out what these ships were called!

A Spanish treasure ship was called a

Standards Link: 

Visual Discrimination.

Well, shiver 

me timbers! 

There are two 

land animals 

hiding in the 

picture above. 

Can you find 

them all?

ANSWER: A farmer treasures his berries. A pirate buries his treasures.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension.

Some say that in 1876, something carrying millions of dollars of gold 
crashed and fell into the Ashtabula River in Ohio. Many have tried to 
find the mystery bullion, but to date no one has. Do you think it is 
really there? Or is it a legend?

To find out what crashed, color each space with one dot BLACK and 
color each space with two dots BLUE.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 29

Cut out words from the newspaper to create a 
very strange headline. Make up and write a 
strange story to go with your headline. Be 
sure to include WHO, WHAT, WHEN, 
WHERE, WHY and HOW.

Strange and Definitely NOT True

Standards Link: Writing: Students write imaginative narratives 
in newspaper format.

The Greatest 
Treasure in 
the World

What is the world’s greatest 
treasure? Why?

MYSTERY

SUNKEN

TREASURE

JAMAICA

SMUGGLERS

SHIP

DIVER

GOLD

LOST

CITY

SAND

ROYAL

SHARK

MUD

PORT

T A L D N A S E T S

O E L Y R E T S Y M

F O R S U R O U T K

G N S U E L D N I R

K E H V S U N K C A

A C I A M A J E T H

R D P O R T E N E S

S M U G G L E R S A

S L A Y O R U R T E

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word SHIP in each vertical 
and horizontal row. Each letter should 
only be used once in each row. Some 
spaces have been filled in for you.

The crew of the pirate ship 
The Scurvy Albatross came 
up with a unique flag. It’s the 

only one here that has no 
exact duplicate. Circle it.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow simple written directions.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

l.

m.

n.

o.

Dig through the 
newspaper to find:
• a word that 
 starts with tr
• something you 
 consider a 
 treasure
• four 2-syllable 
 words
• a 6-digit number

Standards Link:

Decoding: Recognize 
blends and 

multi-syllable words.

In the 1600s, Port Royal, Jamaica, was one of the busiest 
seaports in the Caribbean. It was home to merchants, 
missionaries, smugglers and pirates.

In 1692, an earthquake hit the city. Much of it sank 65 feet 
(20 meters) below sea level. For hundreds of years, sand and 
mud covered the city. Many treasure seekers tried to find the 
sunken city and failed.

Then in 1965, a diver named Robert Marx used modern 
equipment to dig under the layers of mud and found the lost 
city. He was not looking for treasure, but find it he did! 
          Thousands of coins 
          were found—perhaps 
          lost pirate treasure.

Answer: Galleon.

Course offerings:
� GED Preparation 
� High School Diploma
� WorkKeys Testing
� Math Skills Upgrade 
� Reading Skills Upgrade 
� GED Boot Camps

Barnwell Offi ce:
10370 Ellenton St., Barnwell

(803) 541-6021
www.bbaed.org


