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A Blackville man out on 
bond for murder is back in jail. 

Shemar McKay Donaldson, 
20, of Blackville, was arrested 
May 17 by the Barnwell Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) in 
Blackville. He is charged with 
2nd Degree Burglary, Larceny, 
Safecracking, Vandalism, and 
Possession of a Stolen Weapon 
in connection to a burglary at 
the Tiger Express convenience 
store in Elko around 3:30 a.m. 
on May 15. 

“Upon attempting to appre-
hend Donaldson in Blackville, 

he fled on foot. BCSO depu-
ties, with the assistance of the 
Blackville Police Department, 
were able to apprehend Don-
aldson without incident,” ac-
cording to the BCSO. 

Donaldson was identified 
as the suspect after deputies 
released surveillance footage. 

“Further investigation and 
help from the public led in-
vestigators to obtain warrants 
for Donaldson’s arrest,” said 
Barnwell County Sheriff Steve 
Griffith. 

Donaldson is accused of 
forcibly entering the store and 
stealing more than $10,000 in 
currency, four books of lottery 
tickets, tobacco products, and 
other items from the Elko store, 

according to affidavits pro-
vided to The People-Sentinel. 
Donaldson also broke into 
an ATM, taking an unknown 
amount of money.

Law enforcement located 
Donaldson in Blackville, but he 
attempted to flee on foot. How-
ever, he was soon captured in 
a wooded area off Robinson 
Circle, said the sheriff. 

“Donaldson was transported 
to the Barnwell County Deten-
tion Center for safekeeping 
and to await a bond hearing 
for the burglary,” according 
to the Blackville Police Depart-
ment. Bond was denied by the 
magistrate judge. 

Murder suspect back in jail

“Rural Communities with 
Big Ideas!” That was the theme 
as the 5th Annual DIG STEM 
Festival returned to Williston 
Saturday, May 14 after being 
postponed for two years due to 
the recent pandemic. 

This free, outdoor event gave 
nearly 2,500 attendees the op-
portunity to engage in STEM 
activities: science, technology, 
engineering, and math. Engag-
ing exhibits, interactive demon-
strations, live music, a zip line, 
bungee jumping, and more. It 

was fun in the sun for all ages!
“We were skeptical bringing 

the festival back after a two-year 
break but I’m glad we did. With 
only 90 days to plan our team 
made this event a reality again. 
This by far was our best year 
for STEM exhibits,” said Steven 
Brown, founder and president 
of Dreams Imagination & Gift 
Development Program (DIG 
DP). 

He was thrilled to have the 
festival back. Brown, along 
with his team of hardwork-
ing leaders, shared their great 
appreciation for the sponsors, 
volunteers, exhibitors, Town of 
Williston, and Williston Police 

Department for the continued 
support for this annual event. 
With their help, DIG will be able 
to further their mission in en-
couraging children, youth, and 
communities that big dreams 
can be achieved in small places.

Exhibitor Josh Langley with 
Denmark Technical College 
brought the Unitree Go1, which 
is a high-performance quadru-
ped robot used to teach robot-
ics to students. It was quite the 
showstopper. Viewers young 
and old were amazed by its 
canine-like appearance and its 
ability to respond so quickly 

Colin Dillow and Kandyce Graham work together to build a tornado funnel. Photo By: Ciera Sanders / Contributor

See STEM, 3A

See ARREST, 8A

Williston DIGs 
deep into fun at 
STEM Festival

Barnwell County sheriff's deputies apprehend Shemar Donaldson in 
Blackville on May 17 on warrants for burglary and other charges.

Photo Courtesy: Blackville Police Department
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Memorial Day 
ceremonies planned 

Two special events will 
remember the men 

and women who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for their 
country. 

Memorial Day events 
are scheduled for Mon-
day, May 30 in the City 
of Barnwell and Town of 
Blackville. Both events are 
open to the public. 

“Everyone needs to re-
member what Memorial 
Day is really about. It’s not 
about barbequing and go-
ing to the beach; it’s about 
those who sacrificed their 
lives,” said Bud Bazemore, 
a military veteran who is 
part of The Marine Corps 
League (Barnwell County 
Leathernecks). 

T h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s 
League will host a Memo-
rial Day program on May 
30 at 10 a.m. at Veterans 
Memorial Park in Barnwell. 
There will be a speaker, 
explanation of what the 
13 folds of the American 
flag mean, rifle volley, and 
playing the military service 
songs.

“We will read the names 
and ring the bells for the de-
ceased veterans in the last 
year in Barnwell County,” 
said Bazemore. 

T h e  B a r n we l l  H i g h 
School JROTC students will 
present the colors while the 
National Anthem is sung. 

“Memorial Day is a day 
to remember the fallen vet-
erans, the ones who have 
passed, especially those 
killed in action,” said Ba-

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Ciera Sanders
Contributing Writer

Bomb threat cancels 
classes in Williston

W i l l i s t o n - E l k o  H i g h 
School received an alarming 
phone call alleging a bomb 
threat the morning of May 23 
resulting in the evacuation 
of both students and staff to 
local churches. 

According to a post made 
by the Williston-Elko High 
School Facebook page Mon-
day morning, “the source of 
the call has not been authen-

ticated” and it was later con-
firmed by law enforcement 
and school officials that the 
threat was "not credible." 

The  Barnwel l  County 
Sheriff’s Office and Wil-
liston Police Department 
promptly set up a perimeter 
around Williston-Elko high 
and middle schools as well 
as sent deputies to Kelly Ed-
wards Elementary to ensure 
the safety of the district’s 
younger students. 

W i l l i s t o n - E l k o  H i g h 

Alexandra Whitbeck
Reporter

reporter@thepeoplesentinel.com

See THREAT, 5A

See REMEMBER, 5A
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Editor's Note: In lieu 
of David B. Corder's tra-
ditional column on liter-
ary topics, he is using this 
week's space to preview one 
of his works of fiction. 

The sky was bright 
with Heaven-glare. The 
early, crushing evenings 
of winter were long past 
and the sun did not shy 
its face from the earth as 
I walked over the field 
towards the lone tree. Its 
leaves glittered with col-
or; the field shined with 
gold and the sky was 
fairy blue.  

Wind played with the 
long black curls of her 
hair as she smiled at my 
approach. Her dress was 
white but failed to cover 
her arms, those long 
smooth limbs warm to 
my hands in the eve-
ning sun. The white rays 
caught with sudden 
fierceness on her face as I 
drew near and kissed her 
rose-petal lips. 

She buried her face 
into my neck. I breathed 
in the lavender scent 

of her hair. The heat of 
her entire being burned 
against me like the wax 
of Psyche’s lamp upon 
Cupid’s flesh, driving me 
mad with love. She gazed 
up at me with shadowy 
eyes. Oh, if only I could 
have drowned in them.

“When will we be mar-
ried?” she asked. 

“Soon,” I said, tracing 
her lips with my finger-
tips. She closed her eyes 
at my touch and we stood 
there for a long, silent 
moment. In the distance, 
a crow laughed. A cicada 
scolded irritably.

“You will always say 
that,” she said, not open-
ing her eyes. She took 
my fingers and squeezed 
them, placing them 
against her cheek.

“Soon,” I promised 
again.

She sighed. “Alright. 
Soon.”

A year later, I re-
turned to the tree un-
der the snowy glow of a 
full moon. A cool breeze 
stirred the moss dripping 
from the boughs, languid 
ghosts in the silver light. 
She was waiting for me 
again. We were silent 

for a long time. Crick-
ets sang a concerto that 
I would probably have 
found beautiful once, but 
now it was just dim noise 
to my ears. Much of the 
beauty in the world had 
vanished a long time ago; 
like the flame of a candle 
into the dark heart of the 
night. 

“I brought you this,” 
I said. In my hand was a 
blue spiderwort flower. 
“You always told me how 
you never understood 
how such a pretty flower 
could have such an ugly 
name. I thought you 
would like it.”

She did not reply. I could 
feel her looking at me, her 
eyes boring into my soul. 
I struggled to breathe. A 

year…a whole year.
“I…I should have mar-

ried you right when I first 

saw you,” I said. “Then 
maybe things would have 
been different. Maybe 
then, we could have been 
happy. But…I was scared. 
I was afraid of…I don’t 
know what.” Tears stung 
my eyes like tiny grains of 
glass. I gritted my teeth. 
“I’m sorry, Elisa. I am so 
very sorry.”

I placed the flower next 
to her headstone, where 
I had insisted she was to 
be buried. Bits of leaves 
and twigs had fallen there 
which I brushed away 

with my hands. Before 
I left, I kissed two fin-
gers, then touched them 
against her name on the 
stone.

Her eyes, I knew, 
watched me as I left, per-
haps from those bright 
lights burning above me. 
Those same, eternal eyes 
I wish I could have wan-
dered for all time.

Want to get in contact 
with David? Send him an 
email at dbcorderwriter@
gmail.com or subscribe 
to his YouTube Channel, 

Get your Second Preventative 
Maintenance Schedule for   

ONLY $$88000000    
by signing a contract with us!! * 

PLUS get a 
 
 

 
 
 

On all services as a preferred customer!  

 

Schedule your 

preventative 
maintenance 

TODAY! 

20% 
DISCOUNT 

BARNWELL HVAC SUPPLY & SERVICE 

We’d love to have your business  

and look forward to seeing you  

all around town. 

1446 Jackson Street., Barnwell, SC 

⬧ 803-571-8389 

Mon.—Fri. | 8 AM—5 PM 

*Only with Barnwell HVAC Supply 

Make sure your AC is ready to beat the heat! 
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We make it easy to sell your car 
for top dollar with no hassles! 

10476 Dunbarton Blvd., Barnwell, SC 

(803) 259-5524 
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Now Serving Breakfast!Now Serving Breakfast!
Full Menu Served All Day!Full Menu Served All Day!

Barnwell County 
has been working 

with SouthernCarolina 
Alliance and Palmetto 
Pride on becoming an 
official Keep America 
Beautiful affiliate. On 
Saturday, May 14th, 
Barnwell County vol-

unteers of all ages came 
together to participate 
in The Great American 
Cleanup – an annual 
event hosted by Keep 
America Beautiful.

Celebrating its 24th 
year, the Great Ameri-
can Cleanup began as a 
litter cleanup initiative 
designed to improve 
the environment. Today, 

community cleanups 
remain the focus of the 
campaign, and the re-
sults are unbelievable. 

Hosted by Keep Barn-
well County Beautiful’s 
Interim Coordinator Ben 
Kinlaw, Keep Barnwell 
County Beautiful along 
with other volunteers, 
picked up a total of 35 
bags of litter during the 

two-hour cleanup Satur-
day.

Volunteers included 
City of Barnwell Admin-
istrator Lynn and Jack 
McEwen, Liz and Paul 
Ringus, Councilman 
Daniel Alexander and 
daughters Mary Chilton 
and Margaret, Sheriff’s 
Deputy Darlene Sanders, 
City Councilman Ben 

Kinlaw and wife Coun-
cilwoman Peggy Russ 
Kinlaw.

Anyone who is inter-
ested in participating in 
future litter prevention 

events, can contact Ben 
Kinlaw at bccd5kinlaw@
gmail.com or by con-
tacting Keep Barnwell 
County Beautiful on 
Facebook. 

Barnwell County participating in Keep 
America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup

Graci Hiers

Contributed

Corder’s Creative Corner: Eternal Eyes

Cleanup volunteers included: Ben and Peggy Kinlaw (at 

left); Elizabeth and Paul Ringus (above); and sisters Mary 
Chilton and Margaret Alexander (at right).

David B. Corder

Contributing Writer
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STEM: Festival draws thousands to downtown Williston FROM PAGE 1A

Savannah River Site 
and other covered facilities involved in nuclear weapons development 

 

Have you or a family member  
been diagnosed with cancer or another  
illness that may have been caused by  

toxic exposure in the workplace? 
 

If so, you may be eligible for benefits under the Energy Employees 
Occupational Illness Compensation Program Act (EEOICPA). 

 
Please join the Joint Outreach Task Group (JTOG)  

where representatives from the Department of Labor (DOL),  
the Department of Energy (DOE), National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH), and the DOL Office of the Ombudsman 
will be presenting information regarding their roles in the Program. 

 
Please join us on 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 
at 

Lessie B. Price Aiken Senior & Youth Center 
841 Edgefield Avenue NW, Aiken, SC 29801 

 
Presentations begin at 9:00 a.m. 

Medical Benefits Presentation at 1:00 p.m. 
 

DOL Staff availability for Case Status Updates: 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.⬧⬧ 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
For additional information, contact the Savannah River Resource Center at (866) 666-4606, 

or visit our website at http://www.dol.gov/owcp/energy/ . 
 

EEOICPA provides monetary compensation and medical benefits to individuals who became ill as a result of working at one 
of the Department of Energy’s covered facilities.  Survivors of qualified workers may also be entitled to benefits.  

 

to the controls. Langley 
shared, “It has artificial in-
telligence built in… it can 
see and recognize people.” 

Other exhibitors provid-
ed attendees with a variety 
of hands-on experiences 
with interesting STEM 
activities. 

“After two years of 
not hosting the festival 
due to the pandemic, we 
were challenged to reach 
out to new exhibitors. 
Our new exhibitors in-
cluded: AT&T, JJ's Learn-
ing Academy, The Kind-
ness Club (WEMS), Ned 
Branch Missionary Bap-
tist Church, SC DHEC, 
Palmetto Innovation Cen-
ter, Veggie Cupboard 
Community Garden, The 
Wiiz Radio Station, BE-

FESA, Pittsburgh Insti-
tution of Aeronautics, 
Ms. ClassNSession, SRS 
Citizens Advisory Board, 
Allendale School Dis-
trict, SC Vocational Re-
habilitation, and Barnwell 
County Career Center,” 
said DIG Director Shelby 
Broomfield.

People traveled from 
Spartanburg ,  Myrt le 
Beach, Columbia, Allen-
dale, Aiken, Augusta and 
other place to the small 
town of Williston. 

“This is proof that big 
dreams do come from 
small places and that if 
you build it, they will 
come. The youth in atten-
dance learned so much! 
They now have some new 
careers that sparked in-

terest. Some college kids 
made connections with 
some of the industry lead-
ers for potential intern-
ships,” said Brown.

The future continues 
to look bright for DIG. 
The Annual DIG Sum-
mer STEAM Enrichment 
Camp will  be hosted 
June 6 through July 1 at 
Winfield Heights Baptist 
Church of Williston. The 
tentative date for the 6th 
Annual DIG STEM Festi-
val is May 6, 2023

Sponsors for this event 
were Sole Sponsor: Sa-
vannah River Nuclear 
Solutions, LLC; Diamond 

Sponsors: Barnwell Coun-
ty Economic Develop-
ment Commission and 
SRP Federal Credit Union; 
Platinum Sponsors: Befesa 
of Barnwell, Town of Wil-
liston, and AT&T; Gold 
Sponsors: Boeing and 
Shaw Industries Group, 
Inc.; Silver Sponsors: SRS 
Community Reuse Or-
ganization, Archroma, 
SWISS KRONO, Collum’s 
Lumber, and KCI; and 
Special Sponsors: Caro-
lina Training Associates, 
First Steps of Barnwell 
County, and St. Peter Bap-
tist Church.

For more information or 

Chloe Evans, Laylah Evans, and Laylyn Hancock curiously approach the Unitree Go1.

Yug Patel flips and jumps on the bungee jumping 

trampoline.

Lindi Clingerman and Kaizer Clingerman examine different 
species provided by SRNS. 

to find ways to take part 
in the mission of DIG DP, 
visit www.DIGDP.org or 
email info@digdp.org.

BARNWELL COUNTY FAMILY YMCA
660 Joey Zorn Blvd
Barnwell, SC 29812

WWW.THEFAMILYY.ORG

FIND YOUR 
SUMMER FUN.
FIND YOUR Y.

JOIN THE Y TODAY TO 
ENJOY THE NEW BARNWELL 
COUNTY AQUATICS CENTER 
ALL SUMMER LONG!
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Allendale County School District  
2022-2023 Budget Public Hearing 

  

Allendale County School District will hold a 

public hearing on the 2022-2023 General 

Fund Operating Budget at 10:00 am,  
Monday, June 27, 2022, at the Allendale 
County School District Office Board Room 
located at 3249 Allendale-Fairfax Highway, 
Fairfax, SC 29827. 
 

Total revenue and expenditures from Allen-
dale County Schools’ current (2021-2022) 

general fund operating budgets are 
$14,272,850. The local operating millage for 
the current year is 256.0 mills. The district’s 

proposed revenues and expenditures for 

the 2022-2023 budgets are $14,383,511. 
That is an increase of .78% compared to the 
current (2021-2022) budget. Operating 
millage will remain at 256.0 mills for budget 
year 2022-2023. The estimated millage re-
quirement for the 2022-2023 budget is 

$4,919,296. This is a balanced budget.  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The Town of Blackville  
Board of Zoning Appeals  

will meet on  
Thursday, June 9th 

 at 5 p.m.  
This will be at the  

Blackville Community Center 
located at  

19464 Solomon Blatt Avenue.  
 

The Town of Blackville is an 
EOE Provider. 

Notice of Public Budget Meeting 
Barnwell County Consolidated School District 

 
 June 14, 2022 

6:00 p.m. Public Hearing 
Board Meeting to Follow 

Blackville-Hilda District Auditorium  
 

The district’s proposed operating budget for  
FY 2022-23 will be submitted for approval.  

 
The Budget is subject to change based on updated 
projections and action of the Board 

 
For additional information contact: 

Dr. Marcella D. Shaw 
Superintendent 

Barnwell County Consolidated School District 
12255 Main Street,  
Williston, SC 29853 

  Budgeted 
FY 2022 

Proposed FY 
2023 

Change 

Total  
Revenue 

$14,274,761 $14,477,380 1.42% 

Total  
Expenditures 

$14,274,761 $14, 477,380 1.42% 

        
Operation 
Millage 

188.60 197.40 8.80 Mills 

Debt Service 
Millage 

32.00 35.00 3.00 Mills 

Total Mills 220.60 232.40 11.8 Mills 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BARNWELL COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held 
by the County Council of Barnwell County, South Carolina (the 
“County”), on Tuesday, June 14, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., in the 
County Council Chambers, 54 Irving Street, Barnwell, South 
Carolina. 

 
The purpose of such public hearing is to receive comments re-
garding an ordinance authorizing the execution and delivery of a 
Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and between 
Barnwell County, South Carolina and Monmouth Rubber Corp, 
a company previously identified as Project Mammoth, its affili-
ates and assigns, to provide for special source revenue credits in 
connection with certain property located in Barnwell County; to 
provide for the inclusion of the Project in a multi-county busi-
ness or industrial park; and other related matters.  

 
All interested persons will be given an opportunity to express 
their views on the proposed ordinance at this time. 

Arrest reports listed below 
are public record and have 
been provided by local law 
enforcement agencies. All 
persons named are presumed 
innocent until their cases are 
determined in a court of law.

Shemar McKay Don-
aldson, 20, of Blackville, 
was arrested on May 17 
by the Barnwell County 
Sheriff's Office (BCSO) for 
Grand Larceny, Burglary, 
Safecracking, Possession of 
Firearm During a Violent 
Crime, Malicious Injury to 
Real Property, Possession 
of a Stolen Firearm and Re-
sisting Arrest. Donaldson 
was booked and released 
to Barnwell County Deten-
tion Center (BCDC).

K i m b e r l y  B i a n c a 
Dyches, 21, of Barnwell, 
was arrested on May 15 
by the BCSO for Posses-
sion of Heroin. Dyches 
was booked and released 
to BCDC.

Christopher Mark Eng-
lish, 33, of Barnwell, was 
arrested on May 17 by 
the BCSO for Operating 
Uninsured Vehicle, Driv-
ing Under Suspension, 
Possession of Heroin, Pos-
session of Stolen Property 
and License Plate Regis-
tered to Another Vehicle. 
English was booked and 
released to BCDC.

Ashley Gravuer, 29, of 
Williston, was arrested on 

May 9 by the BCSO for 
Criminal Domestic Vio-
lence. Gravuer was booked 
and released to BCDC.

A d a m  H a r r i s o n 
Moulton, 38, of Windsor, 
was arrested on May 14 
by the BCSO for Driv-
ing Under Suspension 
and Tag Registration to 
another vehicle. Moulton 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

John Steven Smith, 34, 
of Pelion, was arrested 
on May 11 by the BCSO 
for two counts of Grand 
Larceny, two counts of 
Burglary and Malicious 
Injury to Real Property. 
Smith was booked and 
released to the BCDC. 

Levi James Stanbrook, 
38, of Greenwood, was 
arrested on May 17 for 
Possession of Heroin and 
Possession of a Controlled 
Narcotic. Stanbrook was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC. 

Heather Nicole Warren, 
30, of Barnwell, was arrest-
ed on May 17 by the BCSO 
for Possession of Heroin. 
Warren was booked and 
released to BCDC.  

Miles Maxwell Wil-
lard, 27, of Hilda, was 
arrested on May 16 by 
the BCSO for Filing False 
Police Report. Willard was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Arrest Reports

On May 13, 2022, 
Governor McMaster 
signed into law legis-
lation passed by the 
General Assembly that 
establishes early voting 
and makes significant 
changes to the absentee 
voting process.  

The State Election 
Commission wants vot-
ers to be aware of how 
these changes affect ab-
sentee voting in the June 
Primaries.

The following is a list 
of some of the more sig-
nificant changes to the 
process. For complete 
details and to see the 
new absentee process 
step-by-step, visit the 
Absentee Voting page at 
scVOTES.gov.

• In-Person Absentee 
Voting is no longer au-
thorized by law. All ab-
sentee voting is done by 
mail.

• While you must be 
qualified to vote absen-
tee, early voting is avail-
able to all voters (see be-
low). 
Absentee Reasons

• Voters aged 65 or 
older, voters with dis-
abilities and military 
voters are unchanged.

• Being absent from 
the county for any rea-
son has been added.

• Voters who are ab-
sent from the county, 
have employment obli-
gations, are attending a 
person with an illness 
or disability, or are in 
jail pending trial must 
be unable to vote during 
the entire early voting 
period and on election 

day.  Previously, the vot-
er had to be absent only 
on election day. 
Absentee Applications

• County offices will 
soon begin issuing ap-
plications with the new 
absentee reasons.

• The old application 
will continue to be ac-
cepted through May 31.

• After May 31, only 
new applications will be 
accepted.

• The deadline to re-
turn a new application 
is June 3.  

• The application 
deadline for all elections 
is now 11 days prior to 
an election instead of 4 
days.

• Absentee applica-
tions must be requested 
by phone, mail or in 
person (online, fax and 
email requests are no 
longer allowed).

• Absentee applica-
tions must be returned 
by mail or in person (fax 
and email returns are no 
longer allowed).

• Family members 
and authorized repre-
sentatives are now lim-
ited to five application 
requests in addition to 
their own per election.  
Previously, there was 
no limit.  There are ad-
ditional changes to rules 
for others requesting 
and returning a voter’s 
application. 
Ballot Return

• Photo ID is now re-
quired when returning a 
ballot in person.

• Family members 
and authorized repre-
sentatives are now lim-
ited to five ballot returns 
in addition to their own 
per election.  Previous-
ly, there was no limit.  

There are additional 
changes to rules for oth-
ers returning a voter’s 
ballot.

• Returning more 
than five ballots for oth-
er voters is now a felony 
crime punishable by up 
to a $1,000 fine or five 
years in prison, or both.  

• There are no chang-
es to the witness re-
quirement in effect for 
the June Primaries.  New 
witness requirements go 
into effect in July.

Early Voting
Any voter can visit 

an early-voting location 
in their county to vote 
early (similar to voting 
at the polling place on 
Election Day).

• Early-voting for June 
Primaries:

o Period: Tuesday, 
May 31 to Friday, June 
10. Closed Saturday 

and Sunday, June 4-5.
o Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 

5 p.m.
o Locations:

 All County Vot-
er Registration and 
Elections Offices.

 Counties may 
establish up to sev-
en total locations. 
Any additional 
locations will be 
determined by the 
counties no later 
than May 24 and 
posted to scVOTES.
gov.

• Early-voting for June 
Runoffs:

o Period: Wednes-
day, June 22 to Friday, 
June 24.

o Hours and Loca-
tions: Same as Prima-
ries.
• Photo ID is required 

to vote at an early voting 
location. 

New changes to absentee voting in effect for June 14 primaries
Contributed

S.C. Election Commission

S c h o o l  a n d  M i d d l e 
School students were 
transported to First Bap-
tist Church and Kelly 
Edwards  Elementary 
School scholars were 
transported to Winfield 
Heights Baptist Church 
for guardians to sign out. 

Dr.  LaToya Adams, 
Director of Human Re-
sources  in  Wi l l i s ton 
School District 29, pro-
vided an update Monday 
morning assuring that 
police worked to clear 
all three schools. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e 
Barnwell County Sher-
iff’s Office (BSCO) and 
Williston Police Depart-
ment, the schools were 
also checked by the Ai-
ken County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division 
(SLED), Centerra-SRS 
and Richmond County 
Bomb K-9s, according to 
a press release from the 
BCSO. 

Williston Fire Depart-
ment, Barnwell County 
Fire Coordinator, and 
Medshore EMS also re-

sponded to the threat 
“per plan with their re-
sources and set  up a 
command post,” accord-
ing to the BCSO press 
release. 

Williston District 29 Su-
perintendent Dr. Marcel-
la Shaw publicly thanked 
community members for 
“the unwavering support 
and for always remaining 
positive and cooperative 
as we work through these 
unfortunate situations.” 

Dr. Shaw specifically 
thanked Sheriff Steve 
Griffith and the BCSO, 
Chief Gainey and the 
Williston Police Depart-
ment, Roger Riley and 
the Barnwell  County 
E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e -
ment Team, Pastor Ste-
ven Burnet te ,  Pastor 
Jamie Wootten, WSD29 
facul ty  and s ta f f ,  as 
well as the parents and 
guardians  of  WSD29 
scholars. 

This  threat  caused 
both the Senior Picnic 
and Senior Day at the 
high school to be can-
celed.

zemore. 
While a small Memorial 

Day event was held last 
year, Bazemore said they 
are glad to bring back 
their normal event for the 
time since COVID started.

A tent and some chairs 
will be set up for at-
tendees. Water will be 
available. 

Also on May 30, the 
Blackville Area Histori-
cal Society will host a 
Memorial Day program 
at 11 a.m. outside the 
Blackville Library. They 
will also host an open 
house at the Blackville 
Museum (655  Main 
Street, Blackville) on Sat-
urday, March 28 from 
2 to 4 p.m. where the 
World War II exhibit will 

be unveiled. 
“These are both great 

opportunities to share 
our appreciation of his-
tory with our children 
and grandchildren, and 
teach them to honor the 
sacrifices of previous 
generations. Please help 
us honor the memories 
of our World War II ser-
vicemen and women. 
The museum will feature 
photos and information 
concerning local men 
and women who served 
in the military during 
World War II ,” said 
Marla Jameson with the 
historical society. 

The Memorial Day 
program will include 
prayer, remarks, and 
music. 

Remember: Memorial Day 
events honor sacrifice

FROM PAGE 1A

Threat: Bomb threat under 
investigation FROM PAGE 1A

Subscribe 
today to 

The People-
Sentinel!

803-259-3501
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Congratulations to Martha Sue and Donny Fields on winning the Ivy Garden Club 

"Yard of the Month" for May 2022. Located at 6390 Springfield Road, Williston.

Martha Sue & Donny Fields 

win Yard of the Month

Birth

Violet Rose Smoak was born on March 31, 2022.

Violet Rose Smoak
Richard Smoak and Isabella Spoon of Barnwell are proud to an-

nounce the birth of their daughter, Violet Rose Smoak. 
She was born at 5:30 p.m. on March 31, 2022, at Aiken Regional Medical 

Center. She weighed 7 pounds, 1 ounce and was 20 inches long.
Paternal grandparents are Liz and the late Lee Smoak of Barnwell.
Maternal grandparents are Josh and Tina Spoon of Charleston.
Violet is the great-grandchild of Raleigh and Myrtle Smoak of Barnwell 

and Maebelle and the late Milton Bazzel of Charleston.
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FORFOR JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

803.300.1234

We pick up TODAY!
MMeeggaann  CCrroofftt,,  OOwwnneerr  
2770 Hwy. 70 
Barnwell, SC 29812 
southernbellesboutique21@yahoo.com 

((880033))  225599--77007755,,  EExxtt..  44    
Store Hours: 

Tues—Friday 10 a.m.—6 p.m.  
 Sat. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Barnwell resident receives 
arts grant for wood crafts

Barnwell resident Julie Dempsey recently received an FY22 Arts Project Support 

Grant for Resin and Wood Crafts from the South Carolina Arts Commission, 

which receives support from the National Endowment for the Arts. This project 

was also funded in part by The John and Susan Bennett Memorial Arts Fund 

of the Coastal Community Foundation of South Carolina. Dempsey used grant 

funds to purchase equipment to create wood and resin hollow forms. She plans 

to sell her creations locally in the near future. She is a retired nurse practitioner 

and nursing professor and enjoys creating wood and resin art as a hobby.  

After 42 years, 

Jimmy Tyner is 

hanging up his 

“pharmacy hat”. 

The pharmacist at 

Daniel's Pharmacy 

in Barnwell recently 

retired, but still 

plans to work one 

day a week.

Barnwell 

pharmacist 

retires after 

42 years
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BARNWELL - A graveside funeral service for Mrs. 
Daisy belle Wroten Peeples of Barnwell, South Carolina, 
was held at 12 noon, Friday, May 20, 2022, at Jordan 
Baptist Church Cemetery, 2141 Jordan Road, Barnwell. 
Due to the pandemic and CDC regulations, social dis-
tancing and other guidelines were in place.

Daisy Belle Wroten Peeples, age 72, was born in New-
ark, New Jersey to the late David Wroten and Florence 
Williams. She was raised in Barnwell, S.C. by her late 
grandmother, Julia “Link” Dunbar. Daisy entered into 
eternal rest on Friday, May 13, 2022, at the AU Medical 
Center, Augusta, Georgia.

Daisy graduated from Butler High School, Barnwell, 
S.C. and she was employed at Milliken plant of Barnwell, S.C. for many years and 
then became employed at Wal-Mart of Barnwell in the photo lab until she retired.

She was preceded in death by her brother, Harold Lee Price; and two grandchil-
dren, Anthony (AJ) Peeples Jr. and Kaiden Peeples.  

Daisy leaves to cherish her loving memories: her husband – Angus Peeples Sr. of 
Barnwell, S.C.; three sons – Anthony Peeples of Columbia, S.C., Angus Peeples II 
of Aiken, S.C. and Eric Peeples of Barnwell, S.C.; one daughter – Ingrid Peeples of 
Barnwell, S.C.; two sisters – Annette Palmer of Columbia, S.C. and Barbara Baxley 
of Barnwell, S.C.; 10 grandchildren – Maya Peeples, raised in the home and helped 
with her grandmother’s health care, Kathryn Peeples, Sarah Peeples, Quan Peeples, 
Jayden Shrestha, Angel Peeples, Aurelius Peeples, Avery Peeples, Jakobi Peeples, 
and Kayden Peeples; a host of, nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Guinyard and Sons Funeral Home in Barnwell was in charge of arrangements.
The People-Sentinel 5/25/22

Daisy Belle Wroten
Peeples

BAMBERG - James Edward “Jimmy” Warren, 77, 
passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 8, 2022, at 
TRMC after a brief illness.

He was born in Orangeburg on March 28, 1945. He 
was the son of David 

Ellison Warren and Evelyn Spires Warren, who pre-
ceded him in death. 

A Memorial Service was held at 1 o’clock p.m. on 
Saturday, May 21, 2022, at Folk Funeral Home Chapel, 
Denmark, with the Reverend Bob Scroggs, Reverend 
Dr. “Wash” Belangia, and Reverend Joe 

Wilburn officiating. Burial followed at the Bamberg 
Memory Gardens with military honors accorded. The 

family received friends one hour prior to the service at the funeral home on Satur-
day, May 21, 2022. 

Jimmy was an avid fisherman, Clemson Tiger football fan, and Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Red Raider baseball fan. His greatest joy was watching his grandsons play baseball 
and his granddaughter Madison play softball. He enjoyed many trips to the moun-
tains of North Carolina with his family and his Honey, Fawn El.  He loved family 
gatherings and spending time with his friends. Jimmy was a U.S. Navy veteran and 
proudly served his country during the Vietnam War. 

Survivors are his daughters, Gina Sweatman (Wallace Gunnells), Jamie Campbell 
(Gregg); his Honey, Fawn El Kirby, and her girls, Redeena, Michelle, Kim and Vickie; 
his precious grandchildren, Chris Sweatman (Megan), Noah Sweatman (Blake), 
Madison Campbell and Hailey Campbell; his son-in-law, Jamie Sweatman (Heather); 
the mother of his girls, Diana Warren; and many special cousins and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorials be made in his memory to the 
Wounded Warrior Project, 4899 Belfort Rd, Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256.

The family wishes to thank the staff of Three West of TRMC and Folk Funeral 
Home for taking such good loving care of our father. 

Folk Funeral Home, Inc., Denmark, assisted the family with arrangements. Visit 
the online obituary at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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James “Jimmy” 
Warren

WILLISTON - Jane Bell Way Adams Jowers died 
peacefully at her home on May 17, 2022, at the age of 92. 

She was the daughter of the late John Lawton and 
Ruth Alice Owens Bell of Orangeburg. Jane was a 
retired Registered Physical Therapist. She graduated 
from Orangeburg High School where she had been 
class officer. Also graduating Winthrop College, where 
she was Student Government Association President. 
She continued her education at the School of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation at the Medical College of 
Virginia. Jane touched many lives in thirty-five years 
as a Physical Therapist.

Jane was a member of the Williston First Baptist 
Church where she taught Sunday School Youth as well as the Ladies’ Group for 
many years. She also served on various committees.

One of her favorite comments was “Some women don’t even get one good hus-
band and I’ve had three. What a blessing!”

Jane was predeceased by three loving husbands. Coach and teacher Edward L. 
“Pete” Way: father of Gayle Way Fletcher and Wayne (Gail) Way. Also by James E. 
(Hattie) Adams Jr.: father of Kim (David) Dandridge and James E. (Lisa) Adams 
III. She also had a special niece, Harriet Cullinan. As well as Quinby A. (Betty) Jow-
ers: father of Terri Jowers Willis, Kenny (Robert Lawson) Jowers and Allen Jowers 
(deceased) and another special niece Misty (Patrick) Ely. Jane had 11 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren. She was also predeceased by her brother, John Edmond 
(Molly) Bell; and sister, Annie Mary (Pat) Shealy.   

Services were held at 11 o’clock a.m., Saturday, May 21, 2022, in the Folk Funeral 
Home Chapel, Williston, with the Dr. Stephen Burnette officiating. The family 
received friends one hour prior to the service at the funeral home on Saturday. A 
private family interment followed. Pallbearers were

Brandon Adams, Matt Bell, Scott Bell,
Randy Clarke, Jamie Dandridge, and Jeremy
Powell. Memorial contributions may be given to the First Baptist Church Student 

Ministry, P.O. Box 366, Williston, S.C. 29853. 
A special thank you to the professionals listed below for all of their care and 

compassion shown to our mother and family during her difficult times! We are very 
grateful for your dedication and kindness. God Bless! Megan Bodiford, Jackie Cook, 
Carly Hutto, Linda Ray, Adrienne Williams, Brenda Williams, Kierstin Bryant, and 
Regency SouthernCare Hospice Services.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the family with arrangements. 
Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Sister Lessie Hamilton’s life, as she knew it, was full 
and rewarding. Those who were touched by her un-
derstood that the quality of existence far exceeds the 
quantity of time in which we live. She was such a great 
inspiration to all that she encountered. Her strength 
gave us such courage and hope and reminded us of the 
preciousness of life.

She was born in Blackville and attended Blackville-
Hilda public schools where she received a high school 
diploma and graduated Salutatorian of the class of 1974. 
She attended Spartanburg Methodist College for two 
years then transferred to Erskine College where she 
received a bachelor’s degree in education.        

Sister Hamilton was the fourth of nine siblings that God brought home to rest 
and be with him. Her parents, the late Winchester and the late Lila Mae Milligan 
Smith, preceded her in death and three siblings, Leroy Smith Sr., Elizabeth Dicks, 
& Lorine Brown also preceded her in death.

Sister Hamilton leaves to cherish her memories a loving, faithful and devoted 
daughter and son-in-law, Lafaye Bias and Keith Bias; one grandson, Anthony K. Bias; 
brothers and sisters, Miller Smith, Mary Davis (Thomas), Leila Haynes, Winchester 
Smith Jr., James Smith; two brothers-in-law, Willie Dicks Sr. and Carnell Brown. 
There are many nieces, nephews, cousins and a cherished friend, Mrs. Carrie Bell 
Priester, who will miss her dearly.

Our family wishes to extend a heartfelt thanks to all of those that shared such a 
very important part of Sister Hamilton’s life journey over the course of her illness, 
especially, the staff at Aiken Regional Hospital, U.S. Renal Services of Barnwell, 
Alonjay Transportation, Local Motion and all the health care professionals who 
cared for her during her extended illness. We are eternally grateful to all the many 
relatives and friends that made the sacrifice to help make her life comfortable.  

Services were held at City of Refuge Ministries in Denmark on Saturday, May 
14, 2022, at 11 a.m. Viewing took place at Dash’s Funeral Home in Blackville from 
12 to 7 p.m. 

Dash’s Funeral Home of Blackville was in charge of arrangements.   
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HEALING SPRINGS - Funeral services for Sara Jane 
Hutson Bodiford, 68, of Healing Springs, will be held at 
3 o’clock p.m. on Sunday, May 22, 2022, at Double Pond 
Baptist Church Blackville, with Reverend Donnie Delk 
and Dr. Thomas Terry officiating. Burial followed in 
the Springfield Cemetery.  The family received friends 
one hour prior to the service on Sunday at the church. 

Sara passed away on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. 
Born in Barnwell County, she was a daughter of the 

late Lonell Hutson and Doris Williams Hutson.  She 
was married to the late Tommie Calhoun Bodiford for 
45 years. She was a member of Double Pond Baptist 
Church and was a homemaker.

Survivors include her daughter, Melessia Bodiford (Tony Jr. Zorn) of Healing 
Springs; sister, Patsy (Marvin) Chavis of Blackville; and a number of nieces and 
nephews. 

In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her daughter, Angela 
Jane Bodiford; and sister, Betty Jean Hutson.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the family with arrangements. 
Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com..   
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BARNWELL - Funeral services for Kendall Dean 
McDonald, 63, of Barnwell, will be held at 3 o’clock 
p.m., Sunday, May 29, 2022, in the Folk Funeral Home 
Chapel, Williston, with the Reverend Timmy Gunnells 
officiating. Burial will follow in the Hilda First Baptist 
Church Cemetery. The family will receive friends one 
hour prior to the service on Sunday at the funeral 
home. Memorial contributions may be sent to Hilda 
First Baptist Church Cemetery Fund, 145 Church St., 
Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 

Kendall passed away on Sunday, May 22, 2022.
Born in Bamberg County, he was a son of the late 

Jerold Reeves McDonald and Annie Mae Bessinger 
McDonald. He was a long-distance truck driver, was a retired carpenter having 
worked at SRS, and was a member of the Carpenters Local Union #283.

Survivors include his wife, RaNae Williams McDonald; daughters, Jennifer (Ste-
ven) Priester of Rossville, GA and Ashley (Harrison) Fickling of Blackville; sons, 
Jacob (Carolina) McDonald of Panama and Eric (Kim) McDonald of Rossville, GA; 
sisters, Gail (Ray) Loeb of Hilda and Tina Lance of Williston; a brother, Leonard 
(Karen) McDonald of Winston-Salem, N.C.; uncle, Buddy (Beth) McDonald; grand-
children, Gabriella Skye Garrick, Aiden Priester, Abby Priester, Jordan McDonald, 
Colie Fickling, Noah Fickling, Riley Moore, Matthew McDonald, Summer McDonald 
and Karoline McDonald; a number of nieces, nephews and cousins along with his 
four legged friend Flash.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his twin children, Amber 
and Anthony McDonald; daughter, Krystal Flynn Garrick; and a brother, Elvis 
Reeves McDonald.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrangements. 
Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Some graduating high 
school seniors walking 
across the stage with di-
ploma in hand will find 
themselves falling through 
a trap door and going no-
where. No job prospects 
and lacking basic skills 
to move on to advanced 
education. 

However, graduates of 
Allendale-Fairfax High 
School, will have a bridge 
to advanced education 
and excellent jobs because 
of the Career Technical 
Education program.

“Our graduating stu-
dents will be fully pre-
pared with the skills to 
further their education 
in college or technical 

school,” said AFHS Prin-
cipal Darlene Hall. Not an 
idle boast from a woman 
who runs a tight ship, 
classrooms are orderly, 
students are respectful, 
and there’s zero tolerance 
for disruption.

The school offers both 
scholastic and career tech-
nical education. 

Mona Lisa Anderson, 
director of Career Techni-
cal Education, is enthusi-
astic about the developing 
program. “The Health 
Science courses offer Cer-
tified Nurses Training. 
Students who complete 
the course are ready to 
take the state license test 
and get into a job. We are 
working on a partnership 
with the local hospital for 
students taking Health 
Science courses, giving 

students hands-on experi-
ence,” said Anderson.

Welding Technology is of-
fered, including a program 
for both boys and girls. This 
course, along with many 
others, have partnerships 
with Denmark Technical 
College. After completing 
the college course and li-
censing test, students are 
offered high-paying jobs 
that are in demand.

Students taking Cos-
metology can enter their 
profession upon gradu-
ation from high school 
after passing state require-
ments. The school takes 
appointments for students 
to offer hair designs once 
a month that are open to 
the public; it’s inexpen-
sive and popular with 
residents.

John Priester teaches 

Automotive Technology. 
The students build an en-
tire truck out of donated 
parts, and it runs,” Priester 
said. Students constructed 
the truck from the grill to 
the muffler and service the 
vehicle.

Occasionally, running 
a business can be a stum-
bling block for young en-
trepreneurs, even with 
advanced technical skills. 
General Management in-
troduces accounting, busi-
ness law, fundamentals 
of marketing, finance and 
social media marketing. A 
basic introduction to run-
ning a business.

The Class of 2020 gradu-
ated over 87 percent of 
students. Numbers were 
down in 2021 because of 
the pandemic. School ad-
ministrators are confident 

the numbers will be above 
state averages in 2022.

May 28 is graduation 
day for Allendale-Fairfax 
High School. The Class of 

2022 has spent four years 
preparing for the open 
door to success that has 
been offered, but the rest 
is up to the students.

Career technical education pays 
off for Allendale-Fairfax students

Allendale-Fairfax High School Principal Darlene Hall (left) 

and Mona Lisa Anderson, Director of Career Technical 

Education, discuss the prospects of expanding the high school 
Comprehensive Program, adding more career training for 

Arrest: Donaldson back in jail
FROM PAGE 1A

Linda Murphy Myrick
Allendale Co. Correspondent

 

Keep Your Summer Landscape 

COLORFUL 

We have all the 
plants & trees 
you will need  
to make your 
yard colorful. 

 
⬧Lantana  

⬧Butterfly Bush  
⬧Crepe Myrtles  
⬧Drift Roses 

⬧Knockout Roses  
⬧Hydrangeas 

Don’t forget to stop by the gift shop! 
We also have Gift Certificates available. 

Find all this and more! 
10066 Ellenton St., Barnwell    

(803) 259-5631 
Monday thru Friday  

 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
Saturday   

8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Jerome’s Furniture & More 
4761 West Street, Williston, SC ⬧ (803) 260-4340 

Hours: Tues. thru Sat.  10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.  

Get the “like new furniture” and unique 
antiques for a fraction of the retail cost.  

Come shop with us and get some great produce and vegetables! 

Beginning June 1st 
Farmer’s Market  

in the Parking Lot! 

& invest in our community

At the time of his ar-
rest last week, Donald-
son was out on bond for 
a prior charge of murder 
related to the September 
2020 murder of Ashwin-
bhai “Andy” Patel, who 
owned the Corner Stop 
convenience store in 
Blackville. 

Co-defendant Jason 
Jarmez Smith, who shot 
Patel, received a 30-year 
sentence after pleading 
guilty to murder on April 
25. Donaldson, who was 
inside Corner Stop at the 
time of the murder, al-
legedly maintained com-
munication with Smith 
via cell phone before and 
during the crime, found 
money after the shoot-
ing, and failed to render 
aid to Patel. 

Though originally de-
nied bond for the mur-
der case by a magistrate 
judge, a circuit court 
judge later granted Don-
aldson a $30,000 bond in 
June 2021. 

“This court has con-
sidered the arguments 
of counsel and the in-
formation provided by 
the defendant’s father. 
Additionally, this court 
has assessed the danger 
posed to the commu-
nity by the defendant’s 
release on bond, his 
potential risk of flight 
to avoid prosecution if 

released, and his Con-
stitutional right to have 
this matter tried expe-
ditiously. I hereby find 
the defendant should be 
allowed to post bond on 
this charge with the spe-
cial conditions outlined 
below,” wrote Judge 
Courtney Clyburn-Pope 
in the bond order.

Those conditions in-
cluded being on house 
arrest at the home of 
his father in Blackville 
and wearing a GPS an-
kle monitor to track his 
movements. 

“An ankle bracelet was 
not on him when he was 
captured,” said Sheriff 
Griffith. 

While the solicitor’s 
office or sheriff’s office 
are supposed to be noti-
fied of any violations of 
Donaldson’s conditions 
of house arrest or elec-
tronic monitoring, that 
did not happen.

“They did not notify 

us whenever he got off 
of his electronic moni-
toring,” said Deputy 
Solicitor David Miller 
of the monitoring com-
pany. 

The bail bondsman 
was originally paying 
the monitoring company 
to monitor Donaldson’s 
device. However, Don-
aldson’s case was trans-
ferred later to another 
bond company after the 
death of the original 
company’s owner. The 
monitoring company col-
lected their device after 
the new bond company 
didn’t pay and Donald-
son never got a new de-
vice set up, said Miller. 

The solicitor said his 
office will  make it  a 
point to go after bond 
and monitoring compa-
nies to ensure bond or-
ders are being followed. 

If Donaldson appeals 
being denied bond for 
his recent charges, Mill-
er said his office will 
remind the judge that 
Donaldson was out on 
bond at the time of his 
latest offense. 

“We plan to ask for 
existing bonds to be re-
voked,” said Miller. 

It’s unclear when Don-
aldson’s case will go to 
court, but Miller hopes 
to have it handled in the 
next few months. 

T he Wi l l i s ton-El ko 
Middle School Kindness 
Club hosted a “Sad Math” 
booth at the always- won-
derful DIG STEM Festival 
on May 14 in Williston. 

Visitors were walked 
through the unfortunate 
exponential growth that 
results from one un-spayed 
female cat: “Bonnie” will 
have three litters of about 
six kittens a year. Assum-

ing three in each litter are 
daughters - who will likely 
have another three litters 
of six - it only takes two 
more generations to cre-
ate approximately 1,458 
unwanted kitties. 

Participants were then 
asked to always adopt 
from the Barnwell County 
Animal Shelter and had 
a chance to speak with 
Director Marlena Ray. 

She was there with Foxy, 
a sweetheart shelter dog 
looking for a good home. 

The Kindness Club 
is sponsored by Nancy 
Brady-Wood. 

Any educators inter-
ested in partnering with 
the animal shelter are 
encouraged to reach out 
to Ms. Ray. 

Education is the key to 
solving this “Sad Math”!

Sad math presented 
at STEM Festival

Donaldson
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Barnwell’s Tyler Smith claims 
High Jump State Championship

E
very athlete dreams 
of winning a champi-
onship. Tyler Smith’s 

dream has come true! 
Tyler competed at the 2022 

AA Track and Field State Cham-
pionships, held Friday, May 20th 
at Lower Richland High School 
in Hopkins. Smith cleared an in-
credible height of 6 feet, 4 inches 
in the high jump to win the AA 
State Championship.

Smith, a stand-out football 
player for the Warhorses, seems 
to come through in the clutch 
and does not crumble under 
pressure. Anyone that has kept 
up with Smith throughout the 
track season knows how good 
a jumper he has been during 
the year, but Tyler has gotten 
better and better as the season 
progressed, and he saved the 
best for last.

Barnwell was also repre-
sented in the shot put and in 
the discus by Shontavia “CiCi” 
Tyler. She placed in the top 10 
in both events, finishing fifth 
in the shot-put and ninth in the 
discus. She may not have won, 
but CiCi threw her personal best 
of 93 feet, 7 inches in the discus 
and improved upon her shot put 
best, throwing well over 30 feet.

Zaria Walker was another 
two-event representative for the 
Warhorses. Zaria competed in 
both the 100-meter and 200-me-
ter dashes. Her times were both 
personal bests for Walker, run-
ning 13:06 in the 100-meter and 
27:51 in the 200-meter. 

“Overall, it was a great meet. 
Lower Richland did a phenom-
enal job of running the meet. 
I was most pleased with how 
our athletes competed. I always 
remind them that they are 
competing against themselves 
and only trying to be better 
than they were the day, week, 
or month before,” said Coach 
Rokeem Williams.

Both Walker and Tyler set 
new personal records in all of 
their respective events. 

“It’s always good to see these 
athletes set new personal re-
cords and see their growth. It’s 
been a great season and I look 
forward to seeing how all of the 
athletes from this year come 
back and do even better next 
year!” said Williams.

Great job Tyler, CiCi, Zaria, 
and Coach Williams! Tyler Smith (center) of Barnwell High School cleared an amazing 6’4” to earn the State Championship in the High Jump.

Photos By: Rokeem Williams

ABOVE: Shontavia “CiCi” Tyler (far right) threw a personal best 

and earned 5th place in the shot put.

AT LEFT: Shontavia “CiCi” Tyler, Zaria Walker, and Tyler Smith 

represented the Warhorses at the State Track and Field 

Championships.

Jeff Miller
Contributing Writer

Hawks well represented Hawks well represented 

at S.C. Track & Field at S.C. Track & Field 

Championship, Championship, 
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The Blackville-Hilda 
Hawks track and field 
team sent a large group 
of athletes to the 2022 
A State Track and Field 
Championships held at 
Lower Richland High 
School in Hopkins on 
Thursday, May 19. The 
Hawks flew into Hopkins 
with 18 athletes compet-
ing for the “A” Champi-
onships.

Hawks competing in 
the g irls events were 
Korena Polite, Jeronda 
M ac k ,  S a’r iya h  Vi n -
son, and Eva Sapp (4 x 
100-meter relay), Anas-
tasia Beaver, Stephanie 
Tepole, Tamara James, 
and Amonya Smalls (4 
x 400-meter relay), and 
Eva Sapp (40 0 -meter 
hurdles).

Competing for the boys 
were Tamari Daniels, 
Mickenzie Atterberry, 
Joseph Simmons, and 
Dewan Bates (4 x 100-me-
ter relay), Mickenzie At-
terberry, Kedrick Sabb, 
Omario Kinard, Jamarien 

Hawks well represented at S.C. Track & Field Championship
Jeff Miller

Sports Writer

Blackville-Hilda Track athletes (from left) Dewan Bates, Omarion Buckmon, Tamari Daniels, and Mickenzie Atterberry were 4 of the 18 

athletes that represented Blackville at the A State Championships. Contributed Photo

ter of the late Roseatt Williams and Spencer 

she enjoyed attending church, and maintained a personal 

sons – Timothy Williams Sr. of Blackville, S.C., Richard 
Williams of Williston, S.C., Elliott Williams of Blackville, 

ters – Beatrice Williams of Blythewood, S.C., Aundrea 
Wallace of Orlando, Fla. and Mary James of Williston, 

brothers – James Williams (Edna) of Jacksonville, Fla. 
and Spencer Braxton Jr. (Eartha) of Blackville, S.C.; two sisters – 
Addie Felder of Williston, S.C. and Onnie Braxton of Blackville, 
S.C.; goddaughter – Carolyn Ferguson of Williston, S.C.; and a 

bituaries

Will Browning, the re

boro, Ga., to attend Geor

October 1999 and began 

influential cities.”

in Ladson (Charleston 
area), he saw the church 

with a weekly attendance 

W h i l e  a t t e n d i n g 

ship Me.”

One of his guiding 

unless God is in it!”

go, we go. As Will goes, 

complish them,” Ezell 
added. “Will, you must 

and completely flexible 

finish.”

zation on the planet!”

specialist Peter Wagner 

planting.”

means “City of Angels,” 
auditorium, “What we 

portrait of partnership.”

planting efforts in Boston 

church planters. “We 

Our church planters are 
missionaries,” he said.

Priester, and Emmanual 
Henderson (4 x 400-me-
ter relay),  Emmanual 
Henderson, Johnathan 
Dyches, Eric Mulbah, 
and Cooper Mulbah (4 x 
800-meter relay), Tamari 

Daniels (100-meter), De-
wan Bates (100-meter & 
200-meter), and Jamarien 
Priester (400-meter).

“I am very proud of 
our kids. They worked 
hard and it paid off in 

the end as they earned 
a spot in the state meet. 
Last year we only had 
two kids who qualified 
for the state meet and 
this year we had close 
to 20. We are moving 

in the right direction,” 
said Coach Willie Carter. 
“Although we didn’t have 
anybody to place first in 
an event, they competed 
and left it all on the track. 
This was a very young 

group, including four 
middle schoolers, so the 
future is very bright.” 

Great job Coach Carter 
and the Blackville-Hilda 
Hawks track and field 
team!

The Barnwell Baton & Dance 
2022 recital on April 28 

showcased the hard work of the 
30 girls (ages 4 to 17). 

Many of the girls have been tak-
ing lessons for several years and 
some finished their first year of 
lessons that started in September 
2021. They were able to choose 

their own songs and instructor 
Riley Ridgeway choreographed 
routines to fit their personalities. 

“I am so proud of the progress 
that each twirler has made this 
year. I’ve seen them grow into 
confident young ladies and fabu-
lous entertainers,” said Ridge-
way, a Barnwell native who grew 

up twirling before continuing on 
the college level at the University 
of Alabama. 

Special awards were given to 
three twirlers, including Most 
Improved (Anna Moore), Best 
Attitude (Mary Sanders Reece), 
and Most Outstanding (Nora 
Martin).

Barnwell Baton & Dance 
showcases talent

Left to right: Paisley Johnson, Baylin Johnson, Mackenzie McClary, Sarah Tadamatla, Addeline Bolen, Alyssa Carter, Sydney Stillinger, Kinsley Bridges, Sadie Whitehead, Joslyn Still

Back: Sophia Santino, Skylar Creech, Sadie Bragg, Alexis McCormick Middle: Allison Still, Avery Bontrager, Aubrey Ray, 
Ansley Stanfield; Front: Virginia Harvey, Zylar Williams, Anslee Owens, Ellison Lott

Left to right: Yazmine Chappelll, Natalee Bruner, Anna Moore

Mary Sanders Reece with instructor Riley Ridgeway. 
Reece won Best Attitude award.

Kennedy Harvey

Contributed Photos
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Blackville-Hilda 
High School held 

“A Night in Paris”-
themed prom on 

Saturday, May 21 at 
the Blackville 
Community 

Center. 

Prom Court (from left): 
Prince Dewan Bates, 

Princess ZyKera Dowl-
ing, Queen Stanyah 
Holman, and King 

Christopher Wilson.

BLACKVILLE-HILDA BLACKVILLE-HILDA 
HIGHIGH SCHOOLH SCHOOL

A NIGHT INA NIGHT IN
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The verb designate means 
to choose for a particular 

job or purpose.

DESIGNATE

Try to use the word 
designate in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

The last Monday in May 
is designated as 
Memorial Day.

This week’s word:

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women 
in the service of our country can never be repaid. 

They have earned our undying gratitude. 
America will never forget their sacrifices.” 

– President Harry S. Truman

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly.

Use pictures and 
words cut from 

the newspaper to 
design your own 
Memorial Day 

flag. Display your 
flag in your 

classroom or in a 
window at home.

Standards Link: Visual Art: 
Know how subject matter, 

symbols and ideas are used 
to communicate meaning.

Memorial Day 
weekend is seen as the 

start of the summer 
vacation season. 

Many people spend 
the weekend outdoors, 

enjoying barbecues 
and picnics.

Write the name of each 
picnic food shown in 
the correct boxes on 
this picnic blanket.

Memorial Day was originally a day to honor 
the nation’s Civil War dead by decorating 

their graves.

It had a different name to begin with. To find 
out what Memorial Day was originally called, 

circle every third letter on the flagpole. The 
first one is done for you. Write the letters on 

the lines below.

Every year, Memorial Day is observed 
at Arlington National Cemetary with 
the president or vice-president laying 
a wreath at the:

Draw and color the American flag here.

The USS Arizona Memorial is the final 
resting place for many of the ship’s 1,177 
crewmen who lost their lives on Dec. 7, 
1941. The 184-foot-long Memorial 
structure is above the mid-portion of the 
sunken battleship which still rests below 
the water’s surface. The names of those 
killed are engraved on a marble wall.

Where is the USS 
Arizona Memorial 

located? Circle every 
third letter to find out.

Replace the missing vowels to reveal 
this honored location.

This information is from 
www.usmemorialday.org 

Memorial Day should be 
observed:

by visiting cemeteries and 
placing flags or flowers on 
the graves of our fallen 
heroes

by visiting memorials

by flying the US Flag at 
half-staff until noon

by flying the POW/MIA 
Flag to honor soldiers who 
are Prisoners Of War or 
Missing In Action 

by participating in a 
“National Moment 
of Remembrance” 
at 3:00 p.m. to pause 
and think about the true 
meaning of the day and 
to listen to “Taps”

by renewing a pledge to 
aid the widows, widowers 
and orphans of our fallen 
dead and to aid disabled 
veterans

        he last Monday in May was chosen for the holiday since this is 
           the time that most ____________ are in bloom. In many places, 
flowers are used to decorate the graves of fallen service men and 
women. In other cemeteries, American __________ are placed on 
gravesites.

Memorial Day should not be confused with Veterans Day. Memorial 
Day is a day to _________________ and honor those who died while 
serving their country. Veterans Day celebrates those who served in the 
_______________.

On Memorial Day, the 
U.S. flag is ___________ 
to full staff and then 
___________ lowered to 
half-staff, where it will 
remain until noon. It is 
raised at _________ to
show that the sacrifice of 
lives was not in vain and 
that we will continue to 
fight for liberty and 
justice for all.

Do you see four American flags here? Look again. Only one of 
them is correct—the other three each have something missing or 

in the wrong place. Which one is the real deal?

Standards Link: Science Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Create a collage of newspaper words and 
pictures to illustrate Memorial Day. Display 
the collages and discuss how they honor the 
past and the memories of fallen soldiers.

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Memorial Day Collages
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Thank a 
Veteran

What would you say to a 
veteran to thank them for 

their service?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions.

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 








