
A Williston educator has 
been named the 2023 South 
Carolina Superintendent of 
the Year.

Williston District 29 Su-
perintendent Dr. Marcella 
Shaw, who will lead the 
new Barnwell County Con-
solidated School District, 
received the award May 
5 in Columbia during the 
final S.C. Superintendents 
Roundtable meeting for the 
school year. The award was 
given by the South Carolina 
Association of School Ad-
ministrators (SCASA).

"Dr. Marcella Shaw is a 
champion for children. She 
is a transformational leader 
who promotes educational 
excellence by focusing on 
student-centered decision 
making. Her dedication to 
her students, parents, and 
community is evident in 
everything she does. We 
are delighted to honor her 
as the 2023 South Carolina 
Superintendent of the Year,” 
said SCASA Executive Di-
rector Elizabeth ‘Beth’ A. 
Phibbs.

Being named Superinten-
dent of the Year is an honor, 
but Shaw said she accepts 
the awards on behalf of the 
scholars, teachers, adminis-
trators, staff, board of trust-
ees, and entire community.

“I alone do nothing but 
together we do everything,” 
she said of the team effort in 
District 29. 

She said she feels this 
award acknowledges not 
only the work of District 29, 
but all rural school districts. 
“The work we do is very 
rewarding, but sometimes 
it comes with its own set of 
challenges.” 

Shaw specifically thanks 
her colleagues from the 
Salkehatchie  Educat ion 

Consortium, which includes 
superintendents of rural 
school districts from the 
Salkehatchie region, includ-
ing Barnwell,  Allendale, 
Bamberg, Jasper, Colleton 
and Orangeburg. They meet 
monthly to share ideas and 
collaborate on ways to im-
prove education.  

After receiving nomina-
tions for the award, the 
SCASA Superintendents 
Awards Committee selected 
the three finalists, including 
Shaw, Darlington County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Tim Newman, and Florence 
District Two Superintendent 
Dr. Neal Vincent. 

“They are educational gi-
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From serving their commu-
nity to serving their country, 
service has always been impor-
tant to two Barnwell County 
natives. 

Thomas Davis, a Barnwell 
High School teacher and coach, 
and Larry Johnson, a Barn-
well County sheriff’s deputy, 
recently returned home from 
a nine-month deployment in 
the Middle East. This was the 
first deployment for both men 
who are with the U.S. Army 
Reserve. 

“It was a valuable experience 

serving overseas. Performing 
operations on a bigger scale 
gives you a bigger sense of 
value because now we’re serv-
ing our country,” said Davis of 
their deployment to Kuwait. 

Their company of eight units 
worked to deliver necessary 
supplies to combat zones. They 
performed over 400 missions 
and traveled over 400,000 miles 
as part of Operation Spartan 
Shield to deliver food, vehicles, 
ammo, baby formula, missile 
systems, and other vital items. 

“Our job was to transport 
these items to the guys who 
were active in combat zones,” 
said Johnson, a 2010 graduate 
of Blackville-Hilda High. He 
was a motor transport opera-

tor and drove 18-wheel trucks. 
As the company command-

er, Davis was tasked with 
overseeing all aspects of the 
operations, including equip-
ment and personnel. 

“There are so many little 
things that can affect the big-
ger picture. It’s all about the 
people and how you manage 
them. You have to have good 
people to follow you who you 
trust and value,” said Davis.

Though it was difficult be-
ing so far from home, serving 
alongside a familiar face made 
the deployment easier for 
Johnson and Davis. 

“We had a common goal,” 

Barnwell soldiers come home

A fire at the Barnwell Coun-
ty Landfill kept local 

officials busy for several days. 
The fire broke out on Sunday, 

May 15 on the construction/
demolition hill at the landfill, 
which is off Reynolds Road. The 
fire produced a heavy amount 
of smoke. 

“There was an incredible 
response but it’s not something 
we can easily put out,” said 
Barnwell County Emergency 
Management Director Roger 
Riley. 

Multiple fire departments re-
sponded to the landfill around 
4 p.m., including Williston, 
Elko, Long Branch, Blackville, 
Barnwell Rural, Red Oak, and 
Barnwell City. Barnwell Coun-
ty Emergency Management, 
landfill employees, contractor 
LizAnne Bonnette who brought 
heavy equipment, Medshore 
EMS, and SC Forestry respond-

ed to the scene as well.  
“Everybody worked real-

ly well together. I appreciate 
the teamwork,” said Barnwell 
County Fire Coordinator Timbo 
Williams. 

Williams said they kept rotat-
ing firefighters because the heat 
from the sun was so hot. Crews 
worked for close to five hours 
battling the fire before contain-
ing it Sunday evening. 

“A big thank you to Williston 
Fire Chief John Melton for a job 
well done on being in command 
at the landfill fire. There is al-
ways chaos at a major fire but 
yesterday was well organized 
chaos. It was a long, hot, tiring 
day, but no one got hurt and 
we all went home safely!” said 
firefighter Missy Cato.

Frank Williams, the county’s 
solid waste director, discovered 
the fire was back Monday morn-
ing, May 16. 

“Drone footage indicated 
the fire was spreading. There 
was a sense of urgency to get 
it knocked back as quickly as 
possible,” said Barnwell County 

Administrator Tim Bennett, 
who was on scene monitoring 
the situation along with other 
county officials.

Officials decided not to call 
the fire trucks back Monday 
because it would be a waste 
of water due to the nature of 
the fire. 

“It’s really burning from 
underneath, so when you put 
water on it, it just rolls across. 
It’s best to put dirt on it to 
smother the fire,” said Timbo 
Williams. “Heat, fuel and oxy-
gen are needed to have fire, so 
we are working take the oxygen 
away.”

That’s why the county was us-
ing bulldozers, track hoes, front 
end loaders, and dump trucks to 
transfer dirt up hill to smother 
the fire. They sent requests for 
assistance to neighboring coun-
ties, including Aiken, Beaufort 
and Hampton, as well as the 
state, for heavy equipment. They 
also hired a private contractor to 
bring two dump trucks. Three 

Firefighters battle a fire at the Barnwell County Landfill on Sunday, May 15. 
Photo Courtesy: Tim Bennett / Barnwell County
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There’s so much going 
on in our little town over 
the next few weeks! 

For starters, Blackville 
Community Develop -
ment Corp. Programs Co-
ordinator Ethel Washing-
ton reminds us that the 
11th Annual Blackville 
Music and Art Festival 
will be happening down-
town on Main Street, 
May 20-21. Hours will be 
Friday 4 p.m. until and 
Saturday from 11 a.m. 
until. Lots of creative en-
tertainment and fun for 
everyone!

“The purpose of this 
event is to bring the com-
munity together, create 
growth as well as revenue 
and awareness for the 
Town of Blackville. It will 
also raise funds for the 
music and art program 
in our public school sys-
tem and create a music 
and art scholarship that 
would assist in sending 
an aspiring youth to col-
lege in hopes of pursuing 

their dreams in music 
or art,” said Terrance L. 
Washington. 

For vendor, parade, car 
and bike show, art and 
musical performance in-
formation, call (803) 671-
3121, (706) 339-4614, (803) 
450-8697, (803) 300-3486 or 
(803) 300-6974. Also visit 
BMAFESTIVAL.com.

An honorable upcom-
ing event worth attend-
ing for individuals and 
families, hosted by The 
Blackville Museum at 655 
Main Street, is their Open 
House. They welcome 
you to come by Saturday, 
May 28 between 2-4 p.m. 
to acquaint yourself with 
the new WWII exhibit 
they are featuring.

Additionally at the mu-
seum, on May 30 at 11 
a.m. a small Memorial 
Day Program is planned 
by Downtown Develop-
ment. Everyone is wel-
come. American Legion 
Post 253 is helping with 
this Memorial Day pro-
gram that will be located 
by the flags in front of the 
library.

Evelyn Coker, executive 

director of the Blackville 
Community Develop -
ment Corp., shares an 
invitation to LITERACY 
AN D A RTS IN T H E 
PARK on Sunday, June 
12 between 4:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. at the Black-
ville Community Cen-
ter (19464 Solomon Blatt 
Ave.). There will be food, 
a free giveaway and more. 
In addition to BCDC, the 
event is sponsored by 
Save the Children  and 
The Phoenix Project. 

Coker also informs us 
about the Summer Acad-
emy of Future Leaders 
of Agr iculture, Fam-
ily and Consumer Sci-
ences happening June 
12 to June 17. The six-
day resident ia l  camp 
at South Carolina State 
University teaches about 
careers in Agriculture 
and Family and Con-
sumer Sciences. For re-
quirements and more 
information, contact Dr. 
LaToya N. Johnson at 
ljohn1@scsu.edu or call 
(803) 516-4774.  

And for our local ath-
letic, youthful commu-

nity members, Blackville 
First Baptist Church will 
hold its Annual Sports 
Camp from June 20-23. 
Camp runs from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. each night and is 
open to all students K4-
12. A snack supper will 
be served each night.  
Registration is free but 
all are encouraged to pre 
register by calling the 
church at (803) 284-2461 
or Pastor Ken Frederick 
at (803) 709-0165.

Norma Rockwell re-
minds seniors that The 
Golden Retreat Black-
ville Senior Center has 
weekday happenings. 
Some of the act ivit ies 
are: DAILY: Coffee Club 
& Current Events 8:30-
9:30 a.m.; EVERY MON-
DAY: Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis 9:30-10 a.m., Health 
Topic 10-11 a.m.; EVERY 
TUESDAY/THURSDAY: 
Exercise with Ernie 9-10 
a.m.; Bingo 11-11:45 a.m.; 
EVERY FRIDAY: Com-
puter Tech 9:30-10 a.m., 
Book Read 10-11 a.m., 
Crafts 11-11:45. Call (803) 
219-7056 for more infor-
mation. 

Blackville Downtown 
Development Association 
Chair Gwendolyn Little-
john offers everyone the 
opportunity to recognize 
a special person who has 
contributed to Blackville 
in some way, or recognize 
someone in your fam-
ily. You may purchase a 
Memorial Brick for $75. 
Bricks will be displayed 
near the Blackville town 
clock. Applications are 
available at the Blackville 
Library or you may call 
(803) 300-1308.

And those of you with 
a  g re e n t hu mb,  T he 
Community Garden on 
the corner of Solomon 
Blatt Avenue and South 
Boundary Street st i l l 
needs volunteers. The 
garden's purpose is to 
help produce healthy, 
nutritious food and bring 
communal togetherness 
to our town giving resi-
dents of all ages the op-
portunity to collaborate 
with each other on com-
mon ground. For more in-
formation contact Vivian 
Alston at (803) 383 -1368, 
Steven Jowers at (803) 300-

4447 or Town Hall at (803) 
284-2444.

For more about what’s 
happening in Blackville, 
upcoming meetings are 
scheduled:
• Bl ac k v i l l e  Mu s ic 

and Art meets the 
first Monday of each 
month, BDDA office, 
6 p.m.

• May 16th and June 
20: Blackville Town 
Council  Meeting, 
Community Center, 
6:30 p.m. 

• May 26th and June 
24th: Planning Com-
mission meetings. 4 
p.m.

• May 26th: Blackville 
Downtown Devel-
opment Association, 
Solomon Blatt Av-
enue, 6 p.m. 

• June 2: Board of Zon-
ing Appeals Hearing. 
5 p.m.

Thank you for caring 
about and helping one 
another enjoy our com-
munity! 

Remember: "Alone we 
can do so little; together 
we can do so much." – 
Helen Keller

Donna-Maria Conzalina

Contributing Writer

Spring activities abound in Blackville

‘Roo’ ready to 'woo' new family
Roo is this week’s Adoptable Pet of the Week 

from the Barnwell County Animal Shelter.  
Roo is a white female husky about 5 to 6 months 

old. 
"She was surrendered to the shelter and has show-

ered us with 'woo-woo’s', telling us all about her 
experience since she’s been here. She is loving, gets 
along with other dogs, and loves attention," said 
shelter manager Marlena Ray.

The animal shelter is open Monday through Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to 
meet and greet animals. Stop by to meet Roo or any 
of the other adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 
Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshel-

ter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Join local non-profits,  
mental & behavioral 
health agencies, physical 
health agencies and  
much more! 
 

Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health Center @ Polly Best Center Presents ... 

916 Reynolds Road,  

Barnwell, SC 

FREE GIVEAWAYS FROM  

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

Writing is difficult. 
I have become more 

cognizant of this real-
ity lately. As I’ve been 
slaving away at trying to 
write a comprehensive 
novel (heavily inspired 
by Beauty and the Beast), 
I find it more and more 
difficult to put words 
to the page. Most of the 
time, I’ll be able to ex-
tract a few sentences or a 
single paragraph out of 
the depths of my mind 
before I end up inevita-
bly staring at the screen. 
Then I’ll mope. I’ll gnaw 
on my lip. I’ll cradle my 
face in my hands. I’ll be 
overcome with a great 
desire to bash my head 
against the table until 
the rest of the story drips 
out of my ears.

If this sounds depress-
ing or alarming, don’t 
fret. It’s just a side ef-
fect of being a writer. 
And the reason is be-
cause writing is one of 
the hardest things that 
you could possibly do. 
Building a castle is ardu-
ous. Starting a computer 
company is difficult. 
And like these things, 

writing a book is hard.
It’s extraordinarily 

hard.
Ernest Hemingway 

once said, “There is 
nothing to writing. All 
you do is sit down at a 
typewriter and bleed.” 
And so many times it 
feels like this. When you 
write a story, your soul 
bleeds because you put 
a part of yourself into 
the story. It bleeds out of 
sorrow because of how 
lonely of an endeavor 
the process of writing a 
story is. The only per-
son who will be there for 
90 percent of the book’s 
conception is yourself. 
You will be the only per-
son to see it, to care for 

it, to struggle with it. I 
can only imagine that 
the process of writing 
a book is similar to that 
of a woman who acts as 
a single parent to her 
child. Both situations 
face a loneliness, an 
anxiety, a bitterness of a 
long road.

Some of these words 
I write in vain because 
most people will not 
understand them. Only 
if you have tried your 
hand at writing can you 
fathom what I’m trying 
to convey. So, you may 
ask, why bother to write 
anyway? What’s the 
point of it?

Well, if you are a 
writer, then you have 

no choice. You have to 
write. A writer (or any 
other artist) is like a great 
white shark; if they stop 
moving, then they die. 
And I say this because 
the idea of stopping has 
enticed me before. Why 
don’t I just quit writing? 
If I have such a hard time 
with it, then why don’t 
I just stop? And my an-
swer is: what else would 
I do? There is nothing 
else that I want to do 
or try my hand at other 
than writing. So, I have 
to keep trying to write, 
even if it bleeds my soul 
dry. 

So, I’ll sit at my com-
puter and write. Word 
by word. Drop by drop. 
And for all the other 
writers out there, read 
these words and burn 
them into your brain 
and write them on the 
tablet of your heart:

Never give up. Never 
stop writing. 

Want to get in contact 
with David? Send him an 
email at dbcorderwriter@
gmail.com or subscribe 
to his YouTube Channel, 
Corder’s Creative Corner. 

Writing is difficult, but don't give up
Corder’s Book Corner

Discussion of books and all things literacy from writer, reader, and teacher, David B. Corder.

Each year, the Barn-
well Soil and Wa-

ter Conservation Dis-
trict awards a farmer 
or landowner for out-
standing conservation 
efforts. 

On April 19, 2022, 
the District recognized 
a row crop farmer who 
has conserved soil and 
reduced runoff by in-
stalling terraces and 
grass waterways while 
strip-till planting row 
crops.

Nutrient and pest 
management practices 
are utilized on his farm 
including the variable-
rate application of fer-

tilizer and lime. Winter 
cover crops are planted 
to improve soil quality. 
His low pressure center 
pivot irrigation systems 
with drop nozzles con-
serve water and energy. 
All of these practices 
have crop production 
and environmental ben-
efits.

Commissioner Susan 
Birt presented a plaque 
to Gregory Bruce Bates, 
the 2021 Conservation 
Farmer of the Year, for 
his dedication to farm-
ing and natural resource 
conservation.

The Barnwell Conser-
vation District hosted 
a luncheon at Edisto 
Research & Education 
Center to present the 
award.

Gregory Bruce Bates 
named Conservation 

Farmer of the Year

Barnwell Soil & Water Conservation District Commissioner 
Susan Birt (left) presents a plaque to Gregory Bruce Bates 
(right), the 2021 Conservation Farmer of the Year, for his 
dedication to farming and natural resource conservation.

Contributed Photo

Contributed
Barnwell Soil & Water
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2022 GRADUATES...  
Have you stopped by the gift shop  

and registered for gifts you would like?   If you haven’t… 
what are you waiting on? 

Take the guesswork out of gift-giving for family and friends. 

No Time to Shop?  
Give a Gift Card!  

10066 Ellenton St., Barnwell  
(803) 259-5631 

Monday thru Friday  
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

Saturday  
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

  

 

T-Shirts Graduation Fans 

Yard Signs 

(803) 621-2004 
Mon., Wed., & Fri.  

10am to 6 pm 
Tuesday 8 am to 6 pm 

Closed: Thurs., Sat., & Sun.  

197 Main St.,  
Barnwell, SC 

pplluuss  mmaannyy  
mmoorree  

iitteemmss  ttoo  
cchhoooossee  
ffrroomm!!  

SSttoopp  bbyy  ttooddaayy!!  

WWee  aarree  yyoouurr  GGrraadduuaattiioonn  
HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss  ffoorr......  

Registrat ion is now 
open for the 2022 Savan-
nah River Site (SRS) public 
tour program. More than 
600 seats are available on 
16 public site tours (four 
being Historic Tours) to 
be held throughout the 
year. The program is man-
aged by Savannah River 
Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) 
for the U.S. Department 
of Energy-Savannah River 
Operations Office.

Four historic tours will 
be offered featuring the 
former town of Dunbar-
ton, C Reactor and the SRS 
Curation Facility. These 
are hosted in partnership 
with the Savannah River 
Archaeological Research 
Program and the SRS 
Cold War Historic Pres-
ervation Program.

“We are very happy to 
be able to offer our SRS 
Public and Historic Tours 
again,” said Bob Bonnett, 

SRNS Tour Program Coor-
dinator. “Our employees 
safely and efficiently oper-
ate SRS while supporting 
the nation’s nuclear deter-
rent, and we want people, 
particularly our residents 
from neighboring com-
munities, to experience 
first-hand all these special 
tours have to offer.”

The site tours provide 
the public with an op-
portunity to see many of 
the historic and opera-
tional facilities at SRS that 
were responsible for the 
production of plutonium 
and tritium during the 
Cold War with the Soviet 
Union. Tour participants 
also learn about the Site’s 
current activities and en-
during and future mis-
sions.

Tour participants arrive 
and depart from the SRS 
Badge Office on SRS Road 
1, near New Ellenton. The 
public tours conclude at 
the Savannah River Ecol-
ogy Laboratory where 
participants learn about 

the lab and see some of 
the animals indigenous 
to SRS. The historic tours 
conclude at the SRS Cu-
ration Facility. Both the 
historic and public tours 
are free to members of the 
public.

To register and obtain 
directions, visit www.srs.

gov/general/tour/public.
htm. If you experience 
difficulty registering on-
line, call (803) 952-8994. 
Large groups can also be 
accommodated by calling 
the same number.

There will be 30 seats 
available on the SRS Pub-
lic Tours and 50 seats 

available on the History 
Tours. Both types of tours 
are filled on a first come, 
first served basis. Par-
ticipants must be 18 years 
of age or older and U.S. 
citizens.

2022 SRS Public Tour 

Dates (* indicates SRS 

Historic Tours)

• May 19, 2022, 1-4:30 
p.m.

• May 26, 2022, 1-4:30 
p.m.

• June 9, 2022, 1-4:30 
p.m.

• June 23, 2022, 1-4:30 
p.m.

• July 14, 2022, 1-4:30 
p.m.

• July 28, 2022, 1-4:30 
p.m.

• Aug u st  11,  202 2 , 
1-4:30 p.m.

• Aug u st  25,  2022, 
1-4:30 p.m.

• September 8, 2022, 
1-4:30 p.m.

• September 22, 2022, 
1-4:30 p.m.

• *October 6,  2022, 
8-11:30 a.m.

• *October 13, 2022, 
8-11:30 a.m.

• *November 10, 2022, 
8-11:30 a.m.

• *November 17, 2022, 
8-11:30 a.m.

• December 8, 2022, 
1-4:30 p.m.

• December 15, 2022, 
1-4:30 p.m.

Contributed

Savannah River Site

Public tours return to Savannah River Site

SRNS Tour Program Coordinator Bob Bonnett invites you to join him on the upcoming SRS 
Public and Historic Tours. 

said Davis, a 1996 alum-
nus of Barnwell High.

The two first met sev-
eral years ago when Davis 
reported a property crime 
at his house. Johnson 
was the deputy who re-
sponded. “Larry came 
and did his due diligence. 
He was very professional 
and good with details. 
He takes those skills into 
his military career,” said 
Davis. 

Being deployed in a 
foreign land helped both 
Johnson and Davis grow 
as individuals. 

“You see the way peo-
ple are living over there 
and it made you value 
what you have,” said 
Johnson. He was referring 
to how bathrooms are in 
a different building and 
having to walk half a mile 
for meals. 

Davis said the experi-
ence taught him patience 
and helped him look at 
things from all angles 
while also improving his 
organizational and com-
munication skills. 

Though service is im-
portant, Davis and John-
son said it was difficult 
being away from their 
loved ones for so long. 
Both left behind signifi-
cant others and young 
children.

“Nicole motivated me 

while I was there. She 
made sure my daughter 
was taken care of and 
that my bills were paid,” 
said Johnson of his fiancé, 
Nicole Cave. He reunited 
with her after returning 
home April 28 and now 
the couple looks forward 
to getting married in July.

Though FaceTime and 
social media helped him 
stayed connected to loved 
ones, including his wife 
Beulah, Davis was happy 
to return home to his fam-
ily on May 5. He thanks 
everyone for the thoughts 
and prayers while he was 
away.

Care packages also 
made Johnson and Davis 
slightly less homesick. 
Johnson especially thanks 
the sheriff’s office, Jef-
ferson Davis Academy 
(where he coaches several 
sports), and Kline Baptist 
Church for their packag-
es, which he shared with 
other soldiers because 
“all soldiers do not get 
care packages,” he said. 

The soldiers also held 
physical competitions 
and extracurricular ac-
tivities like basketball 
to keep them motivated 
while away from home 
and loved ones. 

Fortunately, the entire 
company of 163 soldiers 
is now back home. They 

suffered no injuries or 
deaths.

Being away from home 
is one of the sacrifices 
that comes with service, 
which Davis and John-
son were aware of when 
they joined the U.S. Army 
Reserve, 10 and six years 
ago, respectively. 

“I come from a military 
family,” said Johnson, 
whose father served in 
the military while his 
brother and sister are 
Marines. 

One day in class, Da-
vis was talking to his 
students about service 
after wanting to join the 
Armed Forces for many 
years. He wanted to be 
a positive influence for 
his students and knew 
he’d regret it if he never 
joined. 

Now that they are back 
in Barnwell County, Da-
vis and Johnson are accli-
mating back to their nor-
mal lives. This includes 
catching up with loved 
ones and getting back to 
work in their old jobs. 

They also want to con-
tinue being positive role 
models and inspire peo-
ple of all ages to live up to 
their full potential. 

With May being Mili-
tary Appreciation Month, 
we salute Davis, Johnson, 
and all service members.

Service: Two Barnwell County heroes return home after deployment FROM PAGE 1A

Larry Johnson and Thomas Davis stand in front one of the armored vehicles they drove 
during missions on their deployment to Kuwait. 

Contributed Photo
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Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

A Williston native was 
honored with a statewide 
award for excellence in 
government reporting. 

Seanna Adcox, assis-
tant bureau chief and 
statehouse reporter for 
the Post & Courier, was 
the inaugural winner of 
the Jim Davenport Award 
for Excellence in Gov-
ernment Reporting. The 
award honors the late As-
sociated Press reporter. 
She received the award 
on March 11 in Colum-
bia at the S.C. Press As-
sociation's (SCPA) annual 
awards luncheon.

“The award is especial-
ly rewarding for Seanna, 
who has covered the S.C. 
Legislature longer than 
anyone in the state press 
corps,” said Post & Couri-
er Political Editor Schuy-
ler Kropf. “And Jim Dav-
enport was one of the best 
ever in the Statehouse, 
setting the standard for 
all journalists to follow.”

Davenport was a tena-
cious reporter known for 
his fair and aggressive 
coverage of state gov-
ernment and political 
matters. During his 13 
years with The Associ-
ated Press, he cultivated 
sources because those he 
covered respected his eth-
ics, his compassion, his 
tireless work ethic, and 
his desire to hold those 
in power accountable for 
their actions. 

“Out of a pool of sever-
al compelling entries that 
blew judges away, Adcox 

takes this top honor bear-
ing Davenport’s name for 
the depth, range and bal-
ance of reporting paired 
with her embodiment of 
Davenport’s style of non-
partisan, unbiased and 
ethical journalism,” ac-
cording to a press release 
from the SCPA. 

Adcox has covered 
state government and 
politics in South Carolina 
for more than 16 years, 
the first six working 
alongside her mentor, Jim 
Davenport.

“As noted in her nomi-
nation, Adcox sees her 
role as educating the pub-
lic with facts, so they can 
form their own opinions. 
That reputation is why 
sources often come to her 
first and why many offi-
cials talk to her,” said the 
SCPA.

Judges said Adcox 
covered a wide variety 
of topics deftly includ-
ing the legislature, state 
agencies and local bodies. 
She reported fairly and 
honestly on issues that af-
fected a lot of people in-
cluding delays on death 
certificates, redistricting, 
earmarks, education, the 
Heritage Act, pay raises 
and several COVID-19 
matters including mask-
ing and federal aid.

“This entry is full of 
good journalism that 
holds people in power 
accountable in a way that 
would make Davenport 
proud,” the SCPA said. 

Adcox gets emotional 
thinking about the award 
because it means she’s 
doing her job in a way 
that would make Daven-
port proud. 

“To get an award indi-
cating I’m following in 
my mentor’s footsteps is 
truly the biggest honor of 
my career,” she said. “Jim 
set the example of how to 
be an old-school journal-
ist in politics. My job is 
to inform readers so they 
can form their own, fact-
based opinions and un-
derstand what’s going on 
in their community and/
or their government.”

That’s especially im-
portant in today’s hyper 
partisan world, she said. 
She hopes her reporting 
provides readers news 
they can use, whether 
that’s to take an educated 
vote, question their elect-
ed leaders, or share their 
perspective intelligently. 

“I strive to be fair, ac-
curate and thorough in 
my coverage. And I try to 

write in a way that makes 
sense of complicated mat-
ters, like the state budget, 
and the political process,” 
said Adcox, a 1992 gradu-
ate of Williston-Elko. 

After working for her 
college newspaper and 
being a freelance writer 
during summer breaks 
for her hometown news-
paper, The People-Sen-
tinel, Adcox graduated 
from Winthrop Univer-
sity in 1996 and began 
working for The Cheraw 
Chronicle. The weekly 
newspaper had just two 
full-time reporters cover-
ing most of Chesterfield 
County, so she was a re-
porter, editor, photogra-
pher and page designer. 

She later worked for 
The Fort Mill Times be-
fore moving to The (Rock 
Hill) Herald. Two years 

after that, she took a job 
with The Associated Press 
in Albany, N.Y., which is 
where she discovered she 
enjoyed covering poli-
tics. “I started covering 
the New York Capitol on 
a rotation – a gig other 
reporters avoided. But 
I liked it so much, I was 
made the fourth reporter 
in the AP Capitol press 
room,” she said. 

After nearly three years 
in Upstate New York, 
the Southerner decided 
to leave the long, cold, 
dreary winters. With 
no AP openings in the 
Southeast at the time, she 
went to Charleston where 
she was The Post and 
Courier’s education re-
porter for two years, until 
The AP had a Statehouse 
opening. 

“I returned to The AP 
in September 2005, and 
that’s when I met and 
worked alongside Jim 
Davenport until his can-
cer progressed to the 
point he could no longer 
work,” Adcox said.

She went back to The 
Post and Courier in Oc-
tober 2017 to be part of 
its expanding Columbia 
bureau. “In our shrinking 
industry, it was refresh-
ing that a newspaper 
was taking the opposite 
approach by widening 
its coverage and hiring. I 
changed employers and 
titles, but my job is essen-
tially the same,” she said. 

This is her 17th session 
covering the South Caro-
lina Legislature and state 
government.

Seanna is the daughter 
of Larry and Jonna Adcox 
of Williston. 

Vera Wertz celebrated her 95th birthday on April 22, 2022. She is from the Holman's 

Bridge area but has resided at PruittHealth Barnwell since July 2021. "We love you 
and wish you many more. You are our sunshine!" said Kerrie Newsome, activity 
director at PruittHealth. 

Wedding

Alex Kerr and Kelly Nguyen were married on April 24, 2022.

Kerr, Nguyen marry
Alex Kerr and Kelly Nguyen were united in marriage on Sunday, April 

24, 2022 at Bella Collina Mansion, Stokesdale, N.C. The lakeside 
ceremony was followed by a reception also at the mansion. 

Jennie Nguyen, sister of the bride, was Maid of Honor. Bridesmaids 
were Kristina Van and Christy Van, cousins of the bride.

Best man was David Kerr, the groom’s twin brother. Groomsmen were 
Christopher Kerr and Cam Eubanks.

Savannah Kerr, niece of the groom, served as flower girl. 
Logan Le, nephew of the bride, was ring bearer. 
The bride is the daughter of Vivian Van and Steven Nguyen of Charles-

ton, S.C. Kelly is a graduate of South Carolina Governor’s School of Math 
and Science (2011), Clemson University (2015), and MUSC College of 
Dental Medicine (2020). 

Alex is the son of Steve and Diane Kerr of Barnwell, S.C. He is graduate 
of South Carolina Governor’s School of Math and Science (2010), Clemson 
University (2014) and the University of Oklahoma (2017). He is a PhD 
candidate at the University of Oklahoma. 

Birth

Ellie Ann Guzman was born on April 26, 2022.

Ellie Ann Guzman
Macy Gilbert and Jose Guzman are proud to announce the birth of 

their daughter, Ellie Ann Guzman.
She was born at Lexington Medical Center on April 26, 2022 at 3:57 a.m. 

She weighed 7 pounds, 8 ounces and was 20 inches long. 
Paternal grandmother is Elizabeth Herrera of Kline. 
Maternal grandmother is Lisa Sanders of Barnwell. 
Maternal great-grandfather is Coy Sanders of Barnwell.

Adcox awarded for reporting excellence

Seanna Adcox (third from left) receives the Jim Davenport Excellence in Government Reporting award from SCPA 
President Don Kausler Jr. (right). Also pictured are AP reporter Meg Kinnard and her husband Geoffrey. 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Faith

“It rained more on the 
inside of that church than 
it did on the outside,” 
Amy Coto said. 

Coto, a lifetime member 
and Sunday School Di-
rector at Life Tabernacle 
Church in Barnwell, was 
referring to the congrega-
tion's original church on 
Clinton Street that was 
established back in the 
1970s when she was just 
a toddler.

Recalling a chain of Di-
vine Intervention stories 
that are part of LTC’s his-
tory she said, “That church 
building was over 100 
years old. It needed many 
repairs, and the church 
was not financially able to 
take on a remodeling proj-
ect at the time. In 1988 we 
moved to another church 
that our pastor, Robert 
Mahuron, was blessed to 
lease for just $1! It was a 
small church, but it served 
its purpose for a while; till 
we outgrew it in 1990.”

At that time, Life Taber-
nacle Church moved back 
to Clinton Street, purchas-
ing a church that became 
available at the end of the 
road from their current 
location. “We stayed there 
till we built this church 
because we outgrew that 
one also,” she said. 

Considering the vast 
history of miracles LTC 
can testify about, the story 
of how they tried several 
times to buy their current 
property is monumental 
for this faithful flock. God 
truly fulfilled the desire of 
their hearts.

“Two businessmen from 
Florida actually owned 
450 acres of land in that 
area. Our pastor had con-
tacted them several times 
to try to get them to let us 
buy it, but every time he 
contacted them, they said 
they didn't want to sell it 
in parcels. Then one day, a 
few years later, my pastor 
and his son were riding 
horses in a tree farm near 
their house. The horses, 
who were normally very 
calm, suddenly bucked 
them off and took off run-
ning. As they were looking 
for the horses, they came 
upon the men who owned 
the land!” 

According to the pas-
tor’s wife, Wendy Ma-
huron, she said, “Unbe-
knownst to Pastor Mahu-
ron, the two businessmen 
from Florida were visiting 
and had stopped by the 
tree farm. As the search 
for the horses commenced, 
they came upon the busi-
nessmen. After cordially 
greeting one another, the 
question was asked,,"Is 
your church still inter-
ested in purchasing some 
property?"

With that question be-
gan the agreement to sell 
LTC nine acres of land 
on which to build a new 
church. Was it a coinci-
dence that those horses 
bucked their riders that 
day? Not hardly, it was 
the work of their Maker!” 

The church and others 
who hear the account be-
lieve it was indeed God's 
divine grace because Coto 
said, “A couple of years 
later Pastor Mahuron saw 
the businessmen again 
and the man who offered 
to sell admitted he had 
no idea at all why he sold 
them the land. He told 
our pastor he really didn’t 
want to sell it. But when he 
saw them that day, he just 
blurted out the offer and 
after the deal was done, he 
wondered why he did it. 
But we know it was God's 

plan.”
Once ownership of the 

property was acquired, 
LTC decided they didn't 
want to start building 
the new church until the 
debt was paid off. When 
they started the build 
program, they only had 
about 50 members. Then 
it increased to about 60 or 
70 and the land was paid 
for within two years by 
the congregation and gifts, 
including many more mi-
raculous stories.

“For example,” Coto 
said, “we had people with 
no affiliation to our church 
just send us checks in 
the mail. They said they 
were sending a check just 
because God told them 
to send it to us. I remem-
ber one day during the 
building of this church 
one guy was doing the 
sheetrock. He gave us a 
quote on what it would 
cost us. But the cost came 
up more than the original 
quote. But before the day 
was over, our pastor, who 
owns a hardware store in 
Williston, said 

a community mem-
ber from Barnwell, who 
knew us but didn't come 
to church with us, walked 
into the store and wrote 
us a check for the exact 
amount that we needed 
for the sheetrock bill! He 
had no idea we needed 
that money. He told our 
pastor he was driving by 
the store and ‘something’ 
told him to come inside 
and write the check.” 

Coto continued, “I was 
in the back and when I 
walked up front the pastor 
was standing there crying. 
I asked him what was 
wrong, and he couldn't 
speak because he was so 
overwhelmed with what 
God had just done.”

Another story Coto 
shared was about a lady 
whose sister used to go to 
church at LTC. “I met this 
lady only one time when 
she came to visit her sister. 
Her sister only came to 
church a short time before 
moving away. But this 
lady sent a check in the 
mail one day. It was for 

a good amount of 
money. I believe it 
was for about $2,000 
and that was just 
the first check she 
sent us! She said, 
‘I don't know you 
very well, but I was 
so touched by your 
passion for kids, for 
what your church 
does for children.’ 
and she said she just 
wanted to give to 
our church for that 
reason. She did that 
numerous t imes 
during the church 
build.”

There were a lot 
of similar stories that 
helped with the build-
ing of the church.

The building process 
wasn’t always easy, of 
course, but God made it 
clear that He was still in 
control. 

City officials denied Pas-
tor Mahuron’s blueprint 
drawing as originally sub-
mitted and required more 
engineering reviews and 
redrawing of blueprints. 
After two years, LTC was 
finally given the approval 
to begin building. 

“Through many mon-
etary donations by citizens 
of our community and our 
giving saints, we were able 
to progress the construc-
tion beyond the dry-in and 
mechanicals phase,” said 
Wendy Mahuron.

At that point, a local 
bank was approached for 
a new construction loan. 
In March 2020, LTC was 
three months into the pro-
cessing of the loan and 
close to approval, when 
they were notified that all 
commercial loans were 
closed due to COVID-19. 

“They were sorry, but 
they could not help us. 
But God had other plans 
and He was still working!” 
Wendy said. “Our district 
superintendent was aware 
of our situation and re-
ferred us to the United 
Pentecostal Church Loan 
Fund.” 

A representative attend-
ed the S.C. District Con-
ference in June 2020 and 
Pastor Mahuron learned 

more about the program. 
Within one and a half 
months, a loan application 
was submitted and LTC 
had been approved.

How appropriate it was, 
with all their testimonies 
of faith and God’s bless-
ings, LTC held its first 
service in their new facility 
on Easter Sunday 2021!

“We are grateful to 
God for the doors that 
He opened to make this 
happen! We are thankful 
that He led us to the UPCI 
Loan fund and with their 
help, made the dream of 
this new church building a 
reality!” Wendy said. 

Pastor Mahuron and 
LTC’s theme and vision 
for 2022 is: “As Christians 
we all in some way make 
room for Jesus in our lives. 

In some capacity, whether 
small or large, we should 
be giving something to 
God. However, no mat-
ter how much we give 
towards His Kingdom, 
there is always more. God 
is looking for people who 
are willing to follow His 
instructions of opening 
every part of their life for 
His work. This is what our 
2022 theme “ENLARGE” 
embodies; Expanding 
our capacity, stretching 
ourselves, opening every 
part of our lives to the 
King with no reserva-
tions. Isaiah 54:2 “Enlarge 
the place of thy tent and 
let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thine habita-
tions: spare not, lengthen 
thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes.”

Life Tabernacle Church 
is located at 1189 Clin-
ton Street in Barnwell. 
Wednesday night servic-
es start at 7. Every other 
Wednesday the church 
is led by the youth who 
do everything, including 
the music, singing, and 
preaching. Sunday school 
starts at 10 a.m. and a 
night service is at 6 p.m. 

“Everyone is welcome 
to come as you are. The 
same way Jesus welcomes 
us,” Coto said.

The only rain coming 
into the LTC building 
these days is the reign of 
The Lord. Psalm 146:10 
says, “The Lord will reign 
forever, your God, oh 
Zion, to all generations. 
Praise The Lord.”  

Pastor Robert Mahuron (left) and Assistant Pastor Smith (right).

blessed with new building
Life Tabernacle Church 

Donna-Maria Conzalina

Contributing Writer
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April Cone has been 
named campus dean of 
the University of South 
Carolina Salkehatchie.

Her appointment was 
announced by USC Pal-
metto College Chancel-
lor Susan Elkins, who 
cites Cone’s adminis-
trative leadership, her 
track record for training 
graduates who live and 
work in the Salkehatchie 
region, and her connec-
tion to the internal and 
external stakeholders that 
can benefit the campuses’ 
continued growth, devel-
opment and community 
engagement.

“USC Salkehatchie 
serves a vital role in pro-
viding affordable, acces-
sible and flexible educa-
tion to meet the needs of 
our students, their fami-
lies and the surrounding 
region,” Elkins said. “Dr. 
Cone is the right indi-

vidual to lead the USC 
Salkehatchie campuses 
as we continue to address 
the educational needs of 
the people and the com-
munities in the region.”

Cone is no stranger to 
the Salkehatchie region 
or the University of South 
Carolina system. She has 
served as a registered 
nurse in Allendale, S.C., 
for nearly 20 years.  For 
more than a decade, she 
served as nursing aca-
demic program manager 
for USC Salkehatchie and 
managed the campuses’ 
nursing program partner-
ships with the UofSC Co-
lumbia College of Nurs-
ing and the USC Beaufort 
Department of Nursing. 
She has also served as a 
clinical assistant professor 
at both institutions.

“Having been a mem-
ber of the Salkehatchie 
family for almost 12 years, 
I have seen first-hand 
the impact our small but 
mighty campus has made, 
and continues to make on 

students and their fami-
lies, as well as faculty, 
staff and the community,” 
Cone said. “I am honored, 
humbled and excited to 
have the opportunity to 
lead USC Salkehatchie 
and continue to advance 
our mission of provid-
ing higher education and 
intellectual leadership for 
the Salkehatchie region 
and beyond.”

C o n e  w a s  r e c o m -
mended for the position 
by a 16-member search 
committee representing 
a cross section of stake-
holders from USC Salke-
hatchie’s  f ive-county 
service area and led by 
John Catalano, associate 
provost for USC Palmetto 
College and interim cam-
pus dean of USC Salke-
hatchie.

“I am very pleased with 
the results of this search,” 
Catalano said.  “USC 
Salkehatchie will benefit 
from Dr. Cone’s ability as 
a leader, a scholar, a fund-
raiser and her connections 

to the community. She was 
the ideal candidate and 
will be a successful dean.”

Cone has led USC Salke-
hatchie’s Rural Nursing 
Initiative program, which 
has been influential in 
training nursing profes-
sionals who plan to live 
and work in the region. In 
that capacity, she secured 
and managed part-time 
and full-time faculty, en-
gaged with internal and 
community stakehold-
ers, secured and man-
aged funding to further 
enhance the impact of 
the program and other 
teaching and student-
centered duties. Since the 
initiative was launched, 
she has secured more than 
$440,000 and managed 
more than $1.2 million 
in grant funding, with 
over $830,000 focused on 
progression and success 
of underrepresented mi-
nority students.

Her accomplishments 
at USC Salkehatchie in-
clude:

• the creation of the 
high-fidelity clinical nurs-
ing simulation lab

• collaboration with 
high-level administra-
tors at multiple UofSC 
System institutions to 
facilitate the successful 
BSN program partnership 
transition from UofSC Co-
lumbia to USC Beaufort

• professional publica-
tions and scholarship

• serving as a clinical 
assistant professor at both 
the Columbia and Beau-
fort campuses

• extensive service ac-
tivities that illustrate a 
strong commitment to 
higher education, stu-
dent success, diversity, 
evidence-based practice, 
teaching innovation and 
collaboration

A University of South 
Carolina alumna, Cone 
earned the Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP) 
in nurse executive leader-
ship from the UofSC Col-
lege of Nursing. She pre-
viously earned master’s, 

Barnwell native hired to lead 

USC Salkehatchie as new dean

Dr. April Cone

Award: Williston District 29 leader named S.C. Superintendent of the Year FROM PAGE 1A

ants who are both well 
respected in the field of 
education,” said Shaw 
of Newman and Vincent. 
“It was certainly an hon-
or to share the platform 
with them as nominees.”

All three candidates 
participated in an ap-
plication and interview 
process conducted by 
a team of South Caro-
lina business, education, 
and community leaders. 
Scores were then com-
piled to determine the 
winner. 

“There is no one more 
deserving of this award. 
Dr. Shaw has been ef-
fective from day one—
she is relentless in the 
pursuit  of  excellence 
for our scholars, staff, 
and administration. We 
were at a low ebb when 
she came, yet she cre-
ated an environment for 
transformation,” said 
Annette Burnette, chair 
of the Williston School 
District 29 Board. “Our 
scores, staff, and pro-
gram development have 

improved each year. Al-
ways positive, approach-
able, and visionary, Dr. 
Shaw leads with integ-
rity, and she has worked 
to increase our fund bal-
ance each year.  Most 
importantly, Dr. Shaw 
is focused on providing 
the best education for 
every scholar. We are so 
fortunate and very grate-
ful for her!”

Under her leadership 
of the 717-student dis-
trict, two of the district’s 
three school report card 

rankings went from “Un-
satisfactory” to “Good” 
and “Excellent.”

“I absolutely adore 
the Williston and Elko 
c o m m u n i t i e s , ”  s a i d 
Shaw, who was hired in 
2018. “Our community 
stakeholders embrace 
and support our district. 
They bring concerns in 
profess ional  manner 
and come up with solu-
tions.”

Shortly before receiv-
ing her award, Shaw re-
ceived video well wishes 
from three middle school 
students who are part of 
the Superintendent’s Ad-
visory Council. This ac-
knowledges how every-
one is working together 
to enhance the school 
district, which Shaw said 
validated what she tries 
to do each day.

“During the interview 
process (for the award), 
I talked about our schol-
ars. Their voices matter 
and we bring them to 
table to problem solve,” 
she said.

As  Dis t r ic t  29  and 
Barnwell District 19 con-
tinues its path to consoli-
dation on July 1, Shaw’s 
number one goal is to 
ensure a seamless tran-
sition while providing 
greater opportunities for 
all scholars, regardless 
of what community they 
are from.

“One example of a win 
that has already come 
out of consolidation is 
more mental health ser-
vices,” Shaw said. 

Just  last  week,  the 
Barnwell County Con-
solidated School Dis-
trict  also approved a 
new theatre class for 
both Blackville-Hilda 
and Williston-Elko high 
schools. Williston native 
Thomas Edwards has 
been hired to teach that 
class next school year. 

“I don't know every-
thing that led Dr. Shaw 
to W-E, I 'm just glad 
it  happened for such 
a time as this. She has 
shepherded us into con-
solidation like an ab-
solute champion and is 
always in our corner,” 
said Nancy Brady-Wood, 
District 29’s student/par-
ent support specialist.

S h a w  i s  a n  a c t i ve 
member of the SCASA 
Superintendents’ Affili-
ate. She has served as 
Program Chair for the In-
novative Ideas Institute 
and is currently serving 
on the Superintendents’ 
Executive Committee. 

Shaw thanks her fam-
ily, particularly her hus-
band (Warren) and two 
daughters (MaKayla and 
Madison), for their love 
and support, especially 
as she spends a lot of 
time away from them 
while she works on the 
district’s behalf. 

“They are always there 
pushing me and encour-
aging me to continue 
working on behalf of the 
scholars,” said Shaw, the 
daughter of the late San-
dra Bing-Cook of Yemas-
see and Ben (Pearline) 

Heyward Jr. of Hamp-
ton. 

T h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e 
award was especially 
meaningful because it 
came just days before 
Mother’s Day. Shaw’s 
mother ,  who passed 
away suddenly two years 
ago, was supposed to be 
a junior marshal in high 
school, but was denied 
the opportunity because 
she was pregnant with 
Shaw at the time.

“I accept this high-
est honor in memory of 
the sacrifice my mother 
made,” said Shaw.

Shaw will be recog-
nized throughout the 
ye a r  f o r  h e r  a c c o m -
pl i shments .  Mose ley 
Architects supports the 
award by providing a 
scholarship to be used 
to assist a student or 
teacher  wi th  profes-
sional development or 
college courses.

SCASA is the profes-
sional organization for 
school leaders in South 
Carolina, with a mem-
bership of more than 
4,800. From leadership 
development opportuni-
ties and research, to pub-
lications and legislative 
advocacy, SCASA’s fo-
cus is to support school 
leaders in providing the 
best possible education 
for  South Carol ina’s 
young people. As a state 
affiliate of three national 
associations for school 
leaders ,  SCASA also 
works on the national 
level.

District 29 Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw (center) was named the 2023 Superintendent 

of the Year by the S.C. Association of School Administrators. She's pictured with SCASA 
Executive Director Elizabeth Phibbs (left) and S.C. Superintendent of Education Molly 
Spearman.
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southernbellesboutique21@yahoo.com 

((880033))  225599--77007755,,  EExxtt..  44    
Store Hours: 

Tues—Friday 10 a.m.—6 p.m.  
 Sat. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Contributed

USC Salkehatchie

bachelor’s and associate 
degrees in nursing.

USC Salkehatchie has 
campuses in Allendale 
and Walterboro, and it is 
one of four regional USC 
Palmetto College cam-
puses – including USC 
Lancaster, USC Sumter 
and USC Union – in the 
University of South Caro-
lina system.
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BHS softball loses heartbreaker 
in District Championship

T
he Barnwell Warhorse 
softball team’s season 
ended Wed nesday, 

May 11 in the District Cham-
pionship at Timberland. The 
Warhorses fought a tough 
battle and were leading the 
contest through the early in-
nings before a late Timberland 
rally secured the 6-5 victory 
for the Wolves.

Abigail Corley was 1-3 with 
a double, scored a run, and had 
two walks. Ella Blume had two 
walks, was hit by a pitch (HBP), 
and scored a run. McKynzie Still 
had a HBP and a run scored. 
Madelynn Hutson was 2-4 with 
a double, run scored, two RBIs, 
and a stolen base. Karrie Bolen 
had a walk with an RBI.

Barnwell had to win twice to 
get to the District Champion-
ship and did so in very impres-
sive fashion, beating Kingstree 
twice, 10-0 on May 4 and then 
again 19-1 on May 9.

Barnwell pitcher Jaidyn De-
vore got the win in both games. 
The first game Jaidyn pitched 
a complete game, no hitter 
and struck out 12 batters. The 
second game, Devore tossed 
another complete game and 
struck out 11 Jaguar batters.

The offensive posted some 
big numbers for the Warhorses 
in the game one victory. Devore 
was 1-3 with a double, two 
RBIs, and a walk. Asia Green 
was 2-2 with two runs scored, 
a walk, and three stolen bases. 
Abigail Corley was 1-3. McKyn-
zie Still was 1-1 with a triple, a 
run scored, two RBIs, a walk, 
and a stolen base. Kah’miyah 
Williams was 1-2 with a run 
scored and a walk. Madelynn 
Hutson was 1-2 with a run 
scored, a walk, and a stolen 
base. Karrie Bolen was 1-2 with 
two runs scored, a walk, and 
a stolen base. Makayla Creech 
was 2-3 with a run scored, two 
RBIs, and a stolen base.

In the second game against 
Kingstree, Jaidyn Devore was 
1-2 with two runs scored, an 
RBI, a walk, and a stolen base. 
Asia Green was 1-1 with two 
runs scored, a walk, and a sto-
len base.  Abigail Corley was 
4-4 with a homerun, four runs 
scored, five RBIs, two stolen bas-
es. McKynzie Still was 1-2 with 
a homerun, two runs scored, 
two RBIs, and a stolen base. 
Kah’miyah Williams was 1-1 

The Barnwell Warhorse softball team had a lot to celebrate this year, winning 2 playoff games and playing in the District Championship.

Photos By: Donna Miley

with a double, two runs scored, 
two RBIs, and a walk. Madelynn 
Hutson had four walks and 
scored three runs. Karrie Bolen 
was 1-2 with a run scored and an 
RBI. Tiera Arnold was 3-3 with 
a double, three runs scored, two 

RBIs, and a walk.
When asked about the sea-

son, Barnwell Coach Ashleigh 
Anderson said, “We ended 
the season 10-7, and 5-3 in the 
region. We struggled with 
consistency at times, but we 

accomplished a lot this season 
with the team we had. I am so 
proud of them for fighting all 
the way until the end and not 
giving up. I am going to miss 
the seniors, McKynzie, Mad-
elynn, and Asia, next year, but 

I’m looking forward to what 
the future holds for Barnwell 
softball!”

Congratulations to Coach 
Anderson and the Barnwell 
Warhorse softball team on a 
good season!

Coach Anderson and the Warhorse softball team finished 10-7 on the season but played some of their best ball the last part of the year.

Barnwell track stars qualify for state

The Barnwell High 
School track team 

had nine athletes qualify 
for the Lower-State track 
meet held at Woodland 
High School this past 
Saturday, May 14. 

E r i a n a  A b n e y 
(220-meter), Madeline 
B r o w n  (4 0 0 - m e t e r) , 
Deja Dunbar (100-me-
ter), Jayla Neal (400-me-
ter hurdles), Maurice 
Odom (discus), Shonta-
via “Ci Ci” Tyler (shot-
put and discus), Tyler 
Smith (high jump), Zaria 
Walker (100-meter and 
200-meter) and Zania 
Wil l iams (400 -meter) 
all qualified to compete 
based on their perfor-
mances at the Region 
V-AA meet at Pelion the 
week before.

B a r n w e l l  w a s  u p 
against some of the best 
in the state Saturday. 

Tyler Smith had a great 
performance, clearing a 
height of 6 feet, 4 inches 
in the high jump. The 
height was Smith’s per-
sonal best and was the 
best of the day, winning 
him first place and a trip 
to the State Track and 
Field Championships.

Joining Tyler Smith 
at the State Champion-
ships will be two-event 
qualifier, Ci Ci Tyler. Ci 
Ci qualified in both the 
shotput and the discus. 
Her shot  d ista nce of 
31 feet, 2 and one-half 
inches, and her discus 
throw of 78 feet, 6 inches 
both placed her in the 
top 5 at the Lower-State 
meet.

Barnwell’s Zaria Walk-
er will be joining Tyler 
and Smith at the State 
Championships. Zaria’s 
t imes in the 100 -me-
ter and 200-meter both 
qualified for the State 
Championships.

The State Track and 

Jeff Miller
Contributing Writer

Photo By: Rokeem Williams

Barnwell’s Ci Ci Tyler, Tyler Smith, and Zaria Walker are headed to the State Track and Field Championships.

Field Championships 
will take place Friday, 

May 20 at Lower Rich-
la nd H ig h Sc hool  i n 

Hopkins. Good luck to 
Coach Rokeem Williams 

and Tyler,  Ci Ci,  and 
Zaria on Saturday!

Jeff Miller
Contributing Writer
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As the 2021-2022 school 
year draws to a close, 
students and teachers 
al ike anxiously await 
summer vacation. Most 
sports have shut down 
for the school year, clos-
ing the book on another 
great year of Barnwell 
Warhorse athletics, but 
spring football marks the 
start of a new chapter, the 
2022-2023 sports year.

Coach Dwayne Gar-
rick, his coaching staff, 
and players are already 
working hard for the fall. 
The Warhorses have been 
going through dri l ls, 
learning plays, and work-
ing towards another ex-
citing Barnwell Warhorse 
football season.

Despite losing several 
key players from the pre-
vious year, the Warhorses 
made an impressive play-
off run in 2021, upsetting 
Marion, Woodland, and 
Philip-Simmons on their 
way to another Lower-
St ate  C h a mpion sh ip 
game. In each playoff 
game, the Horses were 
the underdogs, but found 
a way to win anyway.

“It’s nice to get on the 
field and run around. We 
have gotten a lot of reps. 
It’s a good time to evalu-
ate young players and get 
them used to our practice 
schedule. We look for-
ward to summer work-
outs and the upcoming 
season. We return a lot of 
good players and conti-
nuity in the coaching staff 
helps as well. August will 
be here before you know 
it,” said Garrick.

The fall may seem like 
a long time from now, 
but Coach Garrick and 
the Barnwell Warhorse 
football team continue to 
work hard so that they 
can keep that high level 
of Warhorse football we 
have come to enjoy each 
year. 

One year ends, another begins for BHS football 
Jeff Miller

Sports Writer

Lane Evans leg accounted for a lot of BHS points his freshman year. Barnwell should see many more to come from Evans.

Photos By: Jeff Miller

Warhorse Coach Dwayne Garrick gives instructions to the offense.

Barnwell High School alumnus Marcus McKethan started NY Giants Rookie Camp 

on Friday, May 13 after recently being drafted by the NFL team. 

Photo By: Matt Swensen (Giants.com)

McKethan starts 
training with 

NY Giants

ter of the late Roseatt Williams and Spencer 

she enjoyed attending church, and maintained a personal 

sons – Timothy Williams Sr. of Blackville, S.C., Richard 
Williams of Williston, S.C., Elliott Williams of Blackville, 

ters – Beatrice Williams of Blythewood, S.C., Aundrea 
Wallace of Orlando, Fla. and Mary James of Williston, 

brothers – James Williams (Edna) of Jacksonville, Fla. 
and Spencer Braxton Jr. (Eartha) of Blackville, S.C.; two sisters – 
Addie Felder of Williston, S.C. and Onnie Braxton of Blackville, 
S.C.; goddaughter – Carolyn Ferguson of Williston, S.C.; and a 

bituaries

Will Browning, the re

boro, Ga., to attend Geor

October 1999 and began 

influential cities.”

in Ladson (Charleston 
area), he saw the church 

with a weekly attendance 

W h i l e  a t t e n d i n g 

ship Me.”

One of his guiding 

unless God is in it!”

go, we go. As Will goes, 

complish them,” Ezell 
added. “Will, you must 

and completely flexible 

finish.”

zation on the planet!”

specialist Peter Wagner 

planting.”

means “City of Angels,” 
auditorium, “What we 

portrait of partnership.”

planting efforts in Boston 

church planters. “We 

Our church planters are 
missionaries,” he said.

Barnwell’s Clay Pender is expected to be one of the 

top receivers in AA football this fall.

Barnwell will look for Maurice Odom, Jaden James, and Tyler Smith to have 

another strong year. The trio were key players for the Warhorses last season.

Subscribe today to 

The People-Sentinel!

Call 803-259-3501.
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Education

Twinkle, twinkle, little star;
How I wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky.

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that have the same sound

as the letter D in
diamond.

Point to the number 3
in the newspaper.

Have your child say
the number and, if it’s

large enough, have your
child trace the number.

Look through the
newspaper for these

shapes: circle, square,
triangle, rectangle and
diamond. Trace and color

the shapes that can be
found.

Introduce the terms
light and dark.

Select two pictures from
the newspaper in which
one is colored a lighter

color and the other
darker. Ask your child
which is lightest and

which is darkest.

Draw a circle on a piece of
paper. Draw a line to divide
it into two halves. On one
half, have your child put
newspaper pictures that

show foods that are good for
your teeth. On the other

half, put newspaper pictures
of foods that are bad for

your teeth.

Dentist DelightLight and darkShape SearchMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

D is for Diamond

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter D. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many             ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

d is for diamond

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter D makes in
the word diamond?

How many             ?

How many             ?

Look through the
newspaper and circle in

blue all of the things that
are blue. Circle in red

anything you find that is
red. Repeat this activity

with different colors.

Color Sort
Cut out groups of four

pictures that go together.
For example, animals,

buildings, and
transportation. Put three
pictures from one group
with one picture from

another group. Ask your
child to take out the picture

that doesn’t belong.

Classifying

Circle the shape in each box that does not belong.
Draw a line from each shape that does not belong to

the box where it belongs.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Vol. 21  No. 24               © 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor             Jeff Schinkel, Designer/Illustrator
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The Barnwell School 
District 45 Teacher of the 
Year Program seeks to 
honor the excellent teach-
ers in our classrooms and 
is designed to recognize 
those who are representa-
tive of the many wonder-
ful and deserving teach-
ers throughout the school 
district. 

Each school annually 
identifies, recognizes, and 
celebrates an exceptional 
teacher and his or her ef-
fective work in and outside 
the classroom. In April, the 
Teachers of the Year are 
announced at each school, 
and those candidates be-
gin the next step in the 
process for determining 
the District Teacher of the 
Year.

The 2022-2023 Teachers 
of the Year are Deanna 
Grubbs (Barnwell Primary 
School), Jennifer Bodi-
ford (Barnwell Elementary 
School), Elizabeth Thomas 
(Guinyard-Butler Middle 
School), and Todd Teems 
(Barnwell High School).

As part of the Teacher 
of the Year Program, these 
four teachers will now 
complete an essay applica-
tion and meet with a team 
of internal and external 
stakeholders to share their 
thoughts about educa-
tion and express what 
makes teaching important 
to them. The team will 
utilize the essays and the 
interviews to determine 
who will represent Barn-
well School District 45 in 
the statewide Teacher of 
the Year Program for the 
2022-2023 school year.

“This is an amazing 
group of educators, and 

BSD45 announces newest Teachers of the Year
Contributed

Barnwell District 45

Barnwell Elementary School Teacher of the Year Jennifer Bodiford (center) with BES 

Principal Kay Gooding (left) and Jenny Raines (right), 2021-2022 BSD45 Teacher of the Year.

Barnwell High School Teacher of the Year Jeffrey “Todd” Teems 
(right) with BHS Principal Franklin McCormack (left).

Guinyard-Butler Middle School Teacher of the Year Elizabeth 
Thomas (left) with Interim Principal Denise James (right).

Barnwell Primary School Teacher of the Year 

Deanna Grubbs.

they serve as outstanding 
representatives of their 
respective schools. It is 
an honor to be selected by 

colleagues as an educator 
who embodies the values 
and spirit of BSD45, and 
we as a district are hon-

ored to have them rep-
resenting our staff mem-
bers. Congratulations to 
each of them!” said Hu-

man Resources Coordina-
tor Kin Hair, who oversees 
the BSD45 Teacher of the 
Year Program,

The Barnwell District 
45 Teacher of the Year will 
be announced at the June 
board meeting.  
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

SWIMMING

NATURE

FISHING

GAME

FIELD

CAMP

PARK

BIKE

BIRDS

TRAIL

STAR

POOL

HIKE

PAST

NOTEBOOK

F

T

T

R

A

I

L

Q

I

P

B

A

E

G

S

U

S

K

V

A

M

R

K

H

W

B

E

W

A

R

T

B

I

R

D

S

G

N

Y

K

M

N

B

L

K

L

C

A

M

P

G

V

O

P

O

F

I

E

L

D

H

O

L

L

N

A

T

U

R

E

P

Z

G

K

O

O

B

E

T

O

N

S

T

S

A

P

F

J

K

H

The verb observe means 
to see or notice something 
especially when watching 

carefully.

This week’s word:

OBSERVE

Try to use the word observe 

in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

By sitting quietly near the 
edge of the pond, I was 
able to observe a frog 

catching an insect.

Look through the 
newspaper to find:

A picture of 
someone playing 
a sport
A place to 
exercise
A local park
A fun place for 
the whole family 
to visit together

Scavenger 
Hunt

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

The Constitution of the United States has a Bill of Rights that lists the rights all Americans enjoy. 
Kid Scoop believes in a Bill of Rights for children that gives them the right to enjoy nature, 

spend time outdoors and have a fit and fun summer vacation.

Give yourself a star each 
time you complete 

one of the 10 outdoor 
activities listed here. Give 

yourself a cool reward 
for completing them all.

Your state, city, town or community has 

a rich heritage. Do some research to 

discover some local history and visit locations 

that have evidence of a rich cultural past. 

Take a photo of an old building, statue or 

tree and do a rubbing or a sketch.

Visit a local lake, river, stream or a nearby ocean. 
Observe the wildlife around you and list them in 

your notebook with notes on where, when
and what was happening. 

Make a map of a  
     local trail or bike  
       path. As you  
       follow the trail,  
    mark points of 
interest along the 
trail. The next time 
you take that hike, 
see what’s changed 
at your points of 
interest.

How many 
fish?

Camping out takes 
organization. If you are 
going to a campground, 
you probably need to 

book your space. Make a 
list of the things you’ll 

need to take. If you can’t 
go away, camp in your 
backyard. Take time to 
look at the stars. Can 

you spot the North Star 
and the Big Dipper?

Sit quietly on the banks 
of a river, lake or stream. 
You may not catch a fish 

but what do you see? 
Are there tadpoles or 
frogs, water striders, 

dragonflies? 

Find a local park with 
playground equipment. 
Take a picnic and enjoy 

the sunshine.

Pick one feature of 
your outdoor summer and draw a picture 
showing the event. Mail it to a friend. 

Swimming is great exercise and will improve muscle strength 
and flexibility. Your local pool will provide lessons throughout 

the summer months. If you can’t swim, sign up now. If you 
can swim, enjoy some time at a pool.

Draw the other half 
of this butterfly.

Playing on a team is a good way 
to make new friends and get 
some exercise. If there are no 
organized sports in your area,  
 make your own team and  
      create a game of   
        Frisbee or catch.

Standards Link: Physical Education: 
Understand the health benefits of 

physical exercise.

Clip the coupons below and 
put them in a hat. Without 
looking, pull one coupon 

from the hat and read it to 
your friend. Can they perform 

that activity? If so, they get 
1 point. If not, YOU have to do 

it to earn a point. (For even 
more fun, gather more friends 

and form two teams.)

Be a nature detective. Look at a field guide or go 
online to identify birds, wild flowers, insects and 

trees. List them in your notebook.

Collect articles from the newspaper about local 
parks and recreation areas in your area. List 
any special events and plan your summer 
vacation to include those activities.

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate 
information.

Nature Journal Junkyard
Sports

Invent a game using something 
you would normally throw 
away. Turn trash into fun!

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow written directions.

To find the question,
cross out the words 
that ...

start with the 
letter i

rhyme with sips

are the name of 
an insect

contain the 
letter m
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Each of these flashlights 
has an exact twin. Look 

closely and see if you 
can find them all.

Which 
hiking 
boot 

print is 
different 

than 
all the 

others?

ANSWER: Swimming trunks.

Locations in Blackville, Williston & Wagener.

Blackville: (803) 284-3001
Williston: (803) 266-7722
Wagener: (803) 564-5012

www.russellspizzasc.com

Thanks for 24 yearsThanks for 24 years
of support!of support!








