
A vacant Williston indus-
trial property will soon have 
new life. 

Monmouth Rubber & Plas-
tics Corp., a family-owned 
rubber and plastic foam com-
pany, announced plans on 
May 9 to establish operations 
in Barnwell County in the 
former Dayco facility, which 
closed in 2020. The company’s 
$5.6 million investment will 
create 65 new jobs.  

“We are very excited about 
our expansion into Barnwell 
County and the state of South 
Carolina. We look forward to 
creating jobs and growing our 
company in the U.S. I want 
to personally thank the state 
and county officials who have 
helped to make this happen, 
and we look forward to a long 
and prosperous relationship,” 
said President of Monmouth 
Rubber & Plastics Corp. John 
Bonforte Jr.  

Gov. Henry McMaster said 
the announcement is further 
proof that South Carolina’s 
rubber and plastics industry 
continues to progress and 
grow. “We’re excited to wel-
come them to South Carolina 
and look forward to their suc-
cess,” said McMaster.  

Founded in 1964, Mon-
mouth Rubber & Plastics 
Corp. produces closed-cell 

sponge rubber and plastic 
foam. The company’s brands 
include Durafoam™ Closed 
Cell Sponge Rubber & Plas-
tic Foam and Bondaflex™ 
Recycled Rubber & Plastics 
Material Composites. With a 
commitment to sustainability, 
98 percent of all waste gener-
ated by Monmouth Rubber 
and Plastic Corp. is recycled.   

“With over 57 years of ex-
perience in their field, we are 
happy to welcome an indus-
try leader like Monmouth 
Rubber & Plastics Corp. to 
South Carolina. Congratula-
tions on their new operation 
in Barnwell County, and we 
look forward to this partner-
ship for many years to come,” 
said S.C. Secretary of Com-
merce Harry M. Lightsey III.  

Barnwell County Coun-
cil Chair Harold Buckmon 
welcomes the family-owned 
company along with the 65 
new jobs that will provide 
opportunities for families in 
the community. “It’s a great 
time to live, invest and work 
in Barnwell County, and we 
look forward to supporting 
Monmouth’s manufacturing 
operations as they grow in 
Williston,” said Buckmon. 

“We are excited about the 
tremendous impact they 
will bring to our town and 
Barnwell County. I am very 
grateful for all of those who 
were involved in this project 
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A search warrant led to the 
arrest of three men and con-
fiscation of drugs, weapons, 
and cash.

On May 4, deputies from the 
Barnwell County Sheriff’s Of-
fice executed a narcotics search 
warrant at 2186 Black River 
Road in Barnwell County. 

“During the search, several 
weapons were seized, along 
with a large quantity of pills 
suspected to be fentanyl, co-
caine, marijuana, and a sig-
nificant amount of cash,” said 
Chief Deputy Darlene Cook 

with the BCSO.
Deputies arrested Timothy 

Andre Wiggins Jr., 25, who 
lived in the home, along with 
Tyler Labrinten Grayson, 20, 
and Kennedy Bradford Nix, 18, 
both from Barnwell. All three 
are charged with Trafficking 
of Illegal Narcotics as well as 
weapons charges. They were 
booked and released to the 
Barnwell County Detention 
Center. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, synthetic 
opioids (like fentanyl) are the 
primary driver of overdose 
deaths in the United States. 
Last week’s bust confiscated 
204.2 grams of suspected fen-
tanyl pills. 

“It only takes a small amount 
to cause an overdose or death,” 
said Pam Rush, executive di-
rector of the Axis I Center, 
which is Barnwell County’s 
substance abuse facility. 

From January 1 to May 4, 
there have been 4,614 reported 
overdoses in South Carolina, 
including 208 deaths. In Barn-
well County, there have been 
17 overdoses resulting in 12 
deaths. Many of these over-
doses are related to fentanyl. 
Fentanyl can be found laced 
in illegal opioid pain medica-
tions, marijuana, even Delta8/
Delta10 THC Edibles, accord-
ing to data from the Axis I 

Deputies seize drugs, weapons

Barnwell County’s consoli-
dated school district has named 
its first Teacher of the Year. 

Kendra Bryson, a fifth and 
sixth grade English language 
arts teacher at Macedonia 
Elementary-Middle School 
(MEMS) in Blackville, was 
named the 2023 Teacher of the 
Year for the Barnwell County 
Consolidated School District. 
Bryson and the other four 
school-level teachers of the 
year from Barnwell District 19 
and Williston District 29, which 
consolidate on July 1, were 
recognized on April 27 during 
a spring fling held in Blackville-
Hilda High’s gym.

“This is a moment in his-
tory,” said Dr. Marcella Shaw, 
interim superintendent-elect of 
the new BCCSD, just moments 
before the announcement. “We 
thank and acknowledge all of 
our teachers and staff for your 
efforts toward our scholars.”

Bryson has been a teacher 
for nine years but has taught in 
Blackville since 2013.

“The selection committee 

validated what I have always 
known about Mrs. Bryson, 
that she is a fantastic teacher 
who loves her students and 
her colleagues at Macedonia 
Elementary-Middle School. 
As I have stated many times 
over the years, the teachers at 
Macedonia Elementary-Middle 
and Blackville-Hilda High are 
some of the finest teachers in 
the state. Our community is 
fortunate that they are teach-
ing our children,” said David 
Corder, interim superintendent 
for Barnwell District 19.

Being named BCCSD Teacher 
of the Year is a true honor for 

Bryson. 
“The job of an educator is 

commonly called a thankless 
job because often with the 
workload that we have it seems 
that we are under appreciated 
and undervalued. Receiving 
this award has been the pinna-
cle of my career as an educator 
and its shows that teachers are 
in fact valued and appreciated. 
Having this award means the 
world to me and can show my 
students that what you put in 
you will get back. I tell them this 
because I often stress to them to 
always do the right thing, even 
if you think no one is watching 
and to always give 110 percent 
in all that they do no matter 
what,” said Bryson.

She thanks everyone who has 
helped her in her journey to 
Teacher of the Year, including 
God, her mom who was her 
first teacher, her sixth to eighth 
grade math teacher Melissa 
Green who always believed 
in her, community members, 
parents, administrators, and the 
fifth/sixth grade team at MEMS. 

“My team works well to-
gether with the common goal 
to not only educate our students 

Kendra Bryson (center, seated) is the 2023 Barnwell County Consolidated School District Teacher of the Year. 

Back row: KEES Teacher of the Year April Smith, BHHS Teacher of the Year Lisa Nelson, D29 Superintendent 

Dr. Marcella Shaw, D19 Superintendent David Corder, Blackville Mayor Frenchie Smalls, WEHS Teacher of 

the Year Mary Wright, and WEMS Teacher of the Year Michael Vincent. Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

65 new jobs 
coming to 
Williston

See TEACHER, 11A

See BUST, 12A

Consolidated schools 
name Teacher of Year

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

See JOBS, 2A

These drugs, weapons, and cash were confiscated after a warrant was 
served to search a home on Black River Road in Barnwell. 

Photo Courtesy: Barnwell County Sheriff's Office

Orley Eugene Blankenship  - Kline 

Annie Louise Hampton - Denmark

Donna C. Othman - Fairfax

OBITUARIES, 7A

Forum units Barnwell County's leaders,Forum units Barnwell County's leaders,
News / 3ANews / 3A

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

D19 Superintendent David Corder 

congratulates an emotional Kendra 
Bryson after she was named 

District Teacher of the Year.



Page 2A • Wednesday, May 11, 2022 • The People-Sentinel

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell  
(803) 259-5631 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

 

No Time to Shop?  
Give a Gift Card!  

GRADUATES  
stop by the gift shop    
 and register for 
 gifts you would  

 like so it will      
 take the guesswork 

 out of gift-giving 
this year.  

GREAT GRAD GIFTS  
 

Jobs: New Williston industry creating 65 jobs FROM PAGE 1A

GETTING STARTED ON 
A HIGH PAYING CAREER IN
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING!

FREE INFO SESSION:
TUESDAY MAY 17, 6-8pm at

218 Main Street
Barnwell, SC
presented by

OTHER UPCOMING
1 DAY WORKSHOPS

E-Commerce for Rural Business
May 21, 24, or 26

Social Media for Rural Business
June 1, 2, or 4

REGISTER ONLINE @
WWW.PALMETTOINNOVATION.CENTER

USE COUPON CODE
“4mybiz” TO TRY ANY

WORKSHOP FOR FREE!

and making it happen. 
Our goal is to work with 
Monmouth so they are 
successful. We look for-
ward to them being a part 
of the Williston family,” 
said Williston Mayor Brett 
Williams. 

Located at 4445 Barn-
well Road in Williston, 
Monmouth Rubber & 
Plastics Corp.’s Barnwell 
County facility will ex-
pand the company’s man-
ufacturing operations and 
accommodate growth to 
meet increasing demand. 
The expansion is expected 

to be completed by Janu-
ary 2023. 

“2022 is turning out to 
be a great year for Barn-
well County, thanks to 
our partnership and team-
work with SouthernCaro-
lina Alliance. As chairman 
of Barnwell County EDC, 
I know what it takes to 
make these projects a re-
ality, and I am grateful to 
Monmouth Rubber & Plas-
tic Corp. for their commit-
ment to our community 
because good jobs build 
strong communities,” said 
Will Kearse, chairman 

of the Barnwell County 
Economic Development 
Commission.  

SouthernCarolina Al-
liance Chairman Mar-
ty Sauls said they are 
proud to be working 
with Monmouth Rubber 
& Plastics Corporation. 
“We believe our work-
force will be an asset to 
the company. We appre-
ciate their investment 
in Barnwell County and 
our people as we wel-
come this  wonderful 
addition to our diverse 
regional manufacturing 

community,” said Sauls. 
The Coordinating Coun-

cil for Economic Develop-
ment approved job devel-

opment credits related to 
this project.   

Individuals interested 
in joining the Monmouth 

Rubber & Plastics Corp. 
team should visit: https://
monmouthrubber.com/
contact-us.  

With more than two 
mi l l ion cats enter ing 
America’s shelters in 
2021, and most of them 
either dying or being 
euthanized, there is one 
thing that you can do 
right now, even if it’s just 
for two weeks. You can 
be part of the solution to 
help save shelter kittens. 

Fostering kittens keeps 
them out of shelters that 
lack the resources and 
staff to save them. The 
Barnwell County Ani-
mal Shelter currently has 
10 weaned six-week-old 
motherless kittens. They 
also have five nursing 
mothers and their kittens. 
Pregnant females are 
brought into the shelter 
regularly. All of these are 
especially vulnerable in 
the shelter environment 
to sickness and failure to 
thrive, usually resulting 

in death. 
These kittens need you 

to foster them and the 
Barnwell County Animal 
Shelter will support you 
along the way with their 
guidance and their “Kit-
ten Kit” that includes all 
the necessary food, sup-
plies, and information 
you need.   

Kitten fostering is the 
easiest fostering to do, so 
this is a great opportu-
nity for you to give fos-

tering a try if you have 
been wanting to make 
a difference for home-
less pets. The kit tens 
you foster will bring joy 
into your life. They will 
make you laugh every 
day with their antics. 
They are great therapy! 
One study found that 
cat owners are 40 per-
cent less likely to die of 
a heart attack, possibly 
because interacting with 
cats reduces anxiety and 

stress. 
Some people are afraid 

they will fall in love with 
their foster kittens and 
will worry about letting 
them go, but people who 
have fostered say it ’s 
okay to fall in love be-
cause it is so rewarding 
to know you are g iv-
ing these little babies a 
chance and changing 
their whole world for the 
better. That perceived 
fear of parting with foster 
kittens pales in compari-
son to the reward of suc-
cessfully sending them 
on their way to their next 
big adventure ready to 
thrive. 

Please don’t wait. Visit 
the shelter at 55 Diamond 
Road in Barnwell (259-
1656) or call Laura Buice 
at (803) 300-2032 to start 
saving these precious 
lives. 

Just two weeks is all we 
are asking. Please. You 
will be so glad you did. 

Laura Buice
Barnwell Animal Shelter

Can you spare two weeks? 
Shelter kittens need fosters ‘Tilly’ loves dogs 

and attention
Tilly is this 

week’s Adoptable 
Pet of the Week 
from the Barnwell 
County Animal 
Shelter.  

Tilly is a female 
lab-terrier mix. She 
is about 5 months 
old. 

"Tilly gets along 
with other dogs 
and loves attention. 
She is available for 
adoption into a new 
family," said shelter 
manager Marlena 
Ray.

The animal shel-
ter is open Monday 
through Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to 
meet and greet animals. Stop by to meet Tilly or 
any of the other adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 
29812. 

Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or ani-
malshelter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Some of the kittens that need fostering at the Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter. 

The old Dayco plant in Williston will soon be home to Monmouth Rubber & Plastics Corp.
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Barnwell County lead-
ers met at the Clemson 
Edisto Research Center 
on April 21 to share up-
dates within the county, 
including from the capital 
project sales tax. 

The mayors and repre-
sentatives of the county’s 
seven municipalities were 
allotted a portion of time 
to divulge the current 
successes and future goals 
of their respective towns. 
Despite the challenges 
each town is facing, they 
are working diligently 
toward making great im-
provements in Barnwell.  

Barnwell County Coun-
cilman Daniel Alexander 
informed how the capital 
project sales tax works. 
“It’s a separate fund that’s 
managed by the county 
that’s very strict based 
on the referendum… It 
gives us all the ability 
to do projects above and 
beyond what we could 
normally do.” Accord-
ing to the South Carolina 
Department of Revenue, 
this tax has been imposed 
in Barnwell since May 1, 
2017 and “this 1% local 
sales and use tax is used 
to fund specific capital 
projects such as roads, 
bridges, public facilities, 
recreation facilities, and 
water and sewer projects.”

The financing for this 
tax was originally estab-
lished by the 2016 Barn-
well County Council. A 
70 percent estimated col-
lection was created as 
the initial bond, which 
helps municipalities get 
a jumpstart on projects. 

The initial bond for 2017 
that was taken out was 
around $9.7 million. How 
the counties receive their 
money is the money goes 
to the state; the state then 
distributes the money 
to the county; lastly, the 
treasurer reports that 
back to the council and 
finance committee each 
quarter. Fortunately, Barn-
well municipalities are 
allocating these funds to 
not only pay towards the 
debt of this bond, but to 
make Barnwell a safer and 
cleaner place to live.

Mayor of Kline William 
Cave shared that the town 
recently established a new 
town hall with a new sign 
that reads Town of Kline: 
Town Hall Community 
Center. Mayor Cave wants 
the community to be part 
of what the town is doing 
and use the resources 
made available. Educa-
tional programs for the 
youth are planned for the 
future in the town hall. 

Councilmember April 
Hutto represented the 
Town of Hilda and de-
scribed her town as hav-
ing big dreams with a 
small budget. For the first 
t ime in history, Hilda 
elected a new mayor and 
council. This presented 
challenges, but Hilda has 
plans to focus on their fi-
nance goals, increase com-
munity involvement, and 
encourage camaraderie of 
new leadership.

Snelling Town Clerk Lisa 
Still was excited to share a 
big improvement made to 
the town park thanks to 
the capital project sales 
tax: a new shelter built 
by American Landscape 
Structures. The town also 

worked with The Landplan 
Group South company to 
prepare a master plan for 
the town park to include 
community green space, 
sidewalks, and landscap-
ing. Future improvements 
include getting a brush 
truck for the fire depart-
ment, addressing drug use 
in the town, and handling 
issues with litter.

Mayor Toby Singletary 
of Elko emphasized his 
appreciation for how the 

county has helped Elko. 
There are a lot of needs 
and wants for Elko, but 
prioritizing is the most 
important step. Replac-
ing fire hydrants and wa-
ter lines is a high prior-
ity. However, operating a 
small town does not come 
with a small price. Plans 
are in place to make these 
improvements. 

I n t e r i m  Bl ac k v i l l e 
Mayor Frenchie Smalls 
informed two projects re-

cently implemented were 
updates on the water and 
sewage infrastructure, 
as well as focusing on 
dilapidated structures in 
the community. Along 
with a business already 
being built, Mayor Smalls 
announced another busi-
ness called TIVA Building 
Products Corp, a polyvinyl 
chloride decking company 
based in Canada, will be 
operating in Blackville. 
This opportunity will cre-
ate 122 new jobs.

Mayor of Williston Brett 
Williams shared his ex-
citement about Williston 
becoming a sanctioned 
18-hole disc golf course 
after expanding the town 
park which will allow the 
town to host tournaments 
for the Disc Golf Associa-
tion. Town improvements 
also include water lines 
for local neighborhoods 
and an enhanced water 
filtration system. 

Barnwell Mayor Mar-
cus Rivera expressed the 
importance of the town’s 
annual festivals and pa-
rades and how vital it is to 
partner with local entities. 

Mayor Rivera shared the 
city administrator’s Make 
a Difference Monday has 
been greatly beneficial 
in taking care of litter in 
certain areas. Barnwell 
plans to lean towards 
technology and provide 
free Wi-Fi in local parks 
in the future.

Just from these high-
lights shared by the mu-
nicipalities, it’s certain 
that the capital project 
sales tax has been a great 
program and has given 
Barnwell the ability to do 
more than imagined. 

In 2024, the county 
council will have an op-
portunity to readdress 
this program and decide 
what would be best for 
the future of Barnwell. 
Councilman Alexander 
encourages municipalities 
to continue monitoring 
finances closely and shar-
ing these success stories 
that have come from sig-
nificant projects that were 
made possible through the 
capital project sales tax.

Visit BarnwellCoun-
tySC.US for more updates 
and information.

Ciera Sanders

Contributing Writer

County leaders discuss successes, 
future goals at leadership forum
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We make it easy to sell your car 
for top dollar with no hassles! 

10476 Dunbarton Blvd., Barnwell, SC 

(803) 259-5524 

American Legion 
Department of 
South Carolina 

2022 Rifle Raffle 

Here is a list of the July prices, but more will be awarded through August 24
th

. 

July 2    Benelli Nova 12/26 Bottomland 
 12 Ga 
July 3    IWI Zion Z-15 5.56 
July 4    Ruger Mini Thirty 7.62X39 7.62 
July 5    Browning A-Bolt 308 
July 6    Rossi Gallery Pump Wood 
 22LR 
July 7    Benelli Nova 12/28 Max 5 12 
 Ga 
July 8    Ruger American 6.5 Creedmoor 
July 9    Browning A-Bolt 30-06 
July 10   Savage Axis Timber Camo 243 
July 11   Rossi R522 Semi-Automatic 
 Rifle 22 LR 
July 12   Rock Island VRBO 12 Coy 
 Brown 12 Ga 
July 13   Benelli Montefeltro 20x26 max-
 5 20 Ga 
July 14   PSA PA-15 Rifle 300 Blackout 
July 15   Savage AXIS-XP Blk 243 
July 16   Browning A5 12/26 Timber Camo       
 12 Ga 

July 17   Rossi Gallery 22 Pump Wood 
 22 LR 
July 18   Benelli SBE3 12/26  
 Bottomland 12 Ga 
July 19   Bergara B-14 6.5 Creedmore 
July 20   Typhoon X12 AR Shotgun 
 Green 12 Ga 
July 21   Stevens 320 12/18.5 12 Ga 
July 22   Ruger 10/22 RPF 1151 22 LR 
July 23   Beretta A300 Outlander Max-5 
 12/28 12 Ga 
July 24   PSA PA-15 Rifle 300 Blackout 
July 25   Savage Axis Timber Camo 223 
July 26   Benelli M4 12/18.5” BLK 12 Ga 
July 27   Savage Axis Black 6.5  
 Creedmoor 
July 28   Typhoon X12 AR Shotgun 
 Grey 12 Ga 
July 29   Ruger 10/22 RB 1103 22 LR 
July 30   PSA PA-15 Rifle 300 Blackout 
July 31   Benelli Nova 12/26 Bottomland 
 12 Ga 

For more information, call Mr. James Dunbar at 803-707-2931,  
Mr. David Kenner at 803-383-1337, Mr. Albert Pressley at 803-541-1815 ,  

RJ Brown at 803-541-2799 or contact any member of the American Legion Post #253. 

American Legion Post #253 in Blackville is selling tickets to a 
statewide rifle raffle as part of its 2022 fundraising campaign.  

They will raffle 52 rifles on 52 consecutive days  
between July 1 and August 24.  

Prizes to be provided by Palmetto State Armory. 
TICKETS ARE $25 EACH. 

County Councilman Daniel Alexander leads a county leadership forum on April 21. Photos by: Ciera Sanders / Contributor

Join local non-profits,  
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health agencies and  
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Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health Center @ Polly Best Center Presents ... 

916 Reynolds Road,  

Barnwell, SC 

FREE GIVEAWAYS FROM  

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
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A Williston native was 
honored with a statewide 
award for excellence in 
government reporting. 

Seanna Adcox, assis-
tant bureau chief and 
statehouse reporter for 
the Post & Courier, was 
the inaugural winner of 
the Jim Davenport Award 
for Excellence in Gov-
ernment Reporting. The 
award honors the late As-
sociated Press reporter. 
She received the award 
on March 11 in Colum-
bia at the S.C. Press As-
sociation's (SCPA) annual 
awards luncheon.

“The award is especial-
ly rewarding for Seanna, 
who has covered the S.C. 
Legislature longer than 
anyone in the state press 
corps,” said Post & Couri-
er Political Editor Schuy-
ler Kropf. “And Jim Dav-
enport was one of the best 
ever in the Statehouse, 
setting the standard for 
all journalists to follow.”

Davenport was a tena-
cious reporter known for 
his fair and aggressive 
coverage of state gov-
ernment and political 
matters. During his 13 
years with The Associ-
ated Press, he cultivated 
sources because those he 
covered respected his eth-
ics, his compassion, his 
tireless work ethic, and 
his desire to hold those 
in power accountable for 
their actions. 

“Out of a pool of sever-
al compelling entries that 
blew judges away, Adcox 

takes this top honor bear-
ing Davenport’s name for 
the depth, range and bal-
ance of reporting paired 
with her embodiment of 
Davenport’s style of non-
partisan, unbiased and 
ethical journalism,” ac-
cording to a press release 
from the SCPA. 

Adcox has covered 
state government and 
politics in South Carolina 
for more than 16 years, 
the first six working 
alongside her mentor, Jim 
Davenport.

“As noted in her nomi-
nation, Adcox sees her 
role as educating the pub-
lic with facts, so they can 
form their own opinions. 
That reputation is why 
sources often come to her 
first and why many offi-
cials talk to her,” said the 
SCPA.

Judges said Adcox 
covered a wide variety 
of topics deftly includ-
ing the legislature, state 
agencies and local bodies. 
She reported fairly and 
honestly on issues that af-
fected a lot of people in-
cluding delays on death 
certificates, redistricting, 
earmarks, education, the 
Heritage Act, pay raises 
and several COVID-19 
matters including mask-
ing and federal aid.

“This entry is full of 
good journalism that 
holds people in power 
accountable in a way that 
would make Davenport 
proud,” the SCPA said. 

Adcox gets emotional 
thinking about the award 
because it means she’s 
doing her job in a way 
that would make Daven-
port proud. 

“To get an award indi-
cating I’m following in 
my mentor’s footsteps is 
truly the biggest honor of 
my career,” she said. “Jim 
set the example of how to 
be an old-school journal-
ist in politics. My job is 
to inform readers so they 
can form their own, fact-
based opinions and un-
derstand what’s going on 
in their community and/
or their government.”

That’s especially im-
portant in today’s hyper 
partisan world, she said. 
She hopes her reporting 
provides readers news 
they can use, whether 
that’s to take an educated 
vote, question their elect-
ed leaders, or share their 
perspective intelligently. 

“I strive to be fair, ac-
curate and thorough in 
my coverage. And I try to 

write in a way that makes 
sense of complicated mat-
ters, like the state budget, 
and the political process,” 
said Adcox, a 1992 gradu-
ate of Williston-Elko. 

After working for her 
college newspaper and 
being a freelance writer 
during summer breaks 
for her hometown news-
paper, The People-Sen-
tinel, Adcox graduated 
from Winthrop Univer-
sity in 1996 and began 
working for The Cheraw 
Chronicle. The weekly 
newspaper had just two 
full-time reporters cover-
ing most of Chesterfield 
County, so she was a re-
porter, editor, photogra-
pher and page designer. 

She later worked for 
The Fort Mill Times be-
fore moving to The (Rock 
Hill) Herald. Two years 

after that, she took a job 
with The Associated Press 
in Albany, N.Y., which is 
where she discovered she 
enjoyed covering poli-
tics. “I started covering 
the New York Capitol on 
a rotation – a gig other 
reporters avoided. But 
I liked it so much, I was 
made the fourth reporter 
in the AP Capitol press 
room,” she said. 

After nearly three years 
in Upstate New York, 
the Southerner decided 
to leave the long, cold, 
dreary winters. With 
no AP openings in the 
Southeast at the time, she 
went to Charleston where 
she was The Post and 
Courier’s education re-
porter for two years, until 
The AP had a Statehouse 
opening. 

“I returned to The AP 
in September 2005, and 
that’s when I met and 
worked alongside Jim 
Davenport until his can-
cer progressed to the 
point he could no longer 
work,” Adcox said.

She went back to The 
Post and Courier in Oc-
tober 2017 to be part of 
its expanding Columbia 
bureau. “In our shrinking 
industry, it was refresh-
ing that a newspaper 
was taking the opposite 
approach by widening 
its coverage and hiring. I 
changed employers and 
titles, but my job is essen-
tially the same,” she said. 

This is her 17th session 
covering the South Caro-
lina Legislature and state 
government.

Seanna is the daughter 
of Larry and Jonna Adcox 
of Williston. 

Vera Wertz celebrated her 95th birthday on April 22, 2022. She is from the Holman's 

Bridge area but has resided at PruittHealth Barnwell since July 2021. "We love you 
and wish you many more. You are our sunshine!" said Kerrie Newsome, activity 
director at PruittHealth. 

Wedding

Alex Kerr and Kelly Nguyen were married on April 24, 2022.

Kerr, Nguyen marry
Alex Kerr and Kelly Nguyen were united in marriage on Sunday, April 

24, 2022 at Bella Collina Mansion, Stokesdale, N.C. The lakeside 
ceremony was followed by a reception also at the mansion. 

Jennie Nguyen, sister of the bride, was Maid of Honor. Bridesmaids 
were Kristina Van and Christy Van, cousins of the bride.

Best man was David Kerr, the groom’s twin brother. Groomsmen were 
Christopher Kerr and Cam Eubanks.

Savannah Kerr, niece of the groom, served as flower girl. 
Logan Le, nephew of the bride, was ring bearer. 
The bride is the daughter of Vivian Van and Steven Nguyen of Charles-

ton, S.C. Kelly is a graduate of South Carolina Governor’s School of Math 
and Science (2011), Clemson University (2015), and MUSC College of 
Dental Medicine (2020). 

Alex is the son of Steve and Diane Kerr of Barnwell, S.C. He is graduate 
of South Carolina Governor’s School of Math and Science (2010), Clemson 
University (2014) and the University of Oklahoma (2017). He is a PhD 
candidate at the University of Oklahoma. 

Birth

Ellie Ann Guzman was born on April 26, 2022.

Ellie Ann Guzman
Macy Gilbert and Jose Guzman are proud to announce the birth of 

their daughter, Ellie Ann Guzman.
She was born at Lexington Medical Center on April 26, 2022 at 3:57 a.m. 

She weighed 7 pounds, 8 ounces and was 20 inches long. 
Paternal grandmother is Elizabeth Herrera of Kline. 
Maternal grandmother is Lisa Sanders of Barnwell. 
Maternal great-grandfather is Coy Sanders of Barnwell.

Adcox awarded for reporting excellence

Seanna Adcox (third from left) receives the Jim Davenport Excellence in Government Reporting award from SCPA 
President Don Kausler Jr. (right). Also pictured are AP reporter Meg Kinnard and her husband Geoffrey. 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com
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DENMARK - Services for Annie Louise Hampton, 
91, of Denmark, were held at Rome Baptist Church, 
Denmark, on Monday, May 9, 2022, at 11 a.m. The 
family received friends at the home of Mrs. Betty 
Duncan, 96 Starling Court, Denmark.

Ms. Hampton went home to her Lord and Sav-
ior on May 3, 2022. She was born in Denmark on 
April 19, 1931, and was the daughter of Booker T. 
Atterberry and Bernice Stukes Atterberry. She was 
married to Matthew M. “Boot” Hampton.

Ms. Hampton was a long-time member of Rome 
Baptist Church, where she was a member of the 
Chariots Gospel Choir, a recipient of the Woman of 
the Year award and a past president of the Mission-

ary Society. Always trying to help others, she served as head cook for a church 
group that delivered meals to those in need. This group was a predecessor of 
Meals on Wheels in the Denmark community.

“Annie,” as her family and many friends knew her, was loved by all. She was 
the child of sharecroppers and her childhood was not easy, but she rose above 
her circumstances and became a blessing of encouragement and joy in this 
small town. Many families trusted Annie with the care of their loved ones, and 
her skilled and devoted work was never forgotten by these families. Her sense 
of humor was always present to cheer and lighten the load. Annie’s laugh was 
contagious and she mended many afflictions with her beautiful smile and her 
unselfish love. Her friends knew that she was willing to share whatever she had 
with those in need. Her talents lay in cooking delicious meals, gardening, and 
nursing children and the elderly in her own special loving way.

Annie was the loving mother of 10 children and she worked sometimes three 
jobs at once to see that they had what they needed. She raised several of her 
grandchildren and all of her grandchildren adored her. She always had faith in 
God that He would provide. Her faith never wavered even when times were 
uncertain.

Surviving are her sisters, Joan A. Coleman (James), Jacqueline A. White and 
Barbara A. Davis (Danny); and brothers, Eugene Atterberry (Sandy) and Robert 
Atterberry (Georgia).

She was predeceased by brothers, Joe Atterberry, James Atterberry and Sam 
Atterberry; sisters, Elizabeth A. Blizzard and Julia A. Washington; and sister-
in-law, Jacqueline Atterberry.

Also surviving are her children, Betty H. Duncan, Ray M. Hampton, Anna H. 
Chappelle, Samuel Hampton (Carmell), Elijah Hampton, Joyce Hampton, Larry 
Hampton (Elizabeth) and Lorrie A. Hampton; “adopted children,” Terry and Car-
olyn “Boo” Poole; 17 grandchildren; and many, many great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by one child, Ruth Hampton.

The family would like to thank Low Country Assisted Living and Shirley 
Davis for the care and kindness extended to Ms. Hampton during her last years.

Wright Funeral Home of Denmark was in charge of arrangements.
The People-Sentinel 5/11/22

Annie Louise Hampton
FAIRFAX - Donna C. Othman, age 67, of Fairfax, 

passed away at her home on April 30, 2022. Donna 
was born in Sumter on January 11, 1955, to the late 
William and Grace Sammons Gunter.

Donna loved singing, reading, and spending time 
with her family.

Donna is survived by two sons: William DeBruhl 
III (Chrissy) and David DeBruhl (Chelsea); her two 
sisters: Kathy Fenerty (David) and Lisa King. She 
had five grandchildren: Trevor Sturkie (Kaylla), 
Emily DeBruhl, Mariah DeBruhl, Alexis DeBruhl, 
and David DeBruhl Junior. One niece Lillie Fenerty. 
She had four great-grandchildren: Kismet Sturkie, 
Indianna, Alexis and Joey Hiers.

She was predeceased by her brother, David Gunter; and daughter, Carolyn 
Cook.

The family received friends Friday, May 6, 2022, from 6 until 8 p.m. at Keith 
Smith Funeral Service, 128 Water Street, Allendale, S.C. 29810. 

The family will have a private burial at a later date.
Sign the online guestbook at www.keithsmithfuneralservice.com. 

The People-Sentinel 5/11/22

Donna C. Othman

KLINE - Orley Eugene Blankenship, 78, died Wednesday, May 4, 2022.
Mr. Blankenship was a native of Ponce-De-Leon, FL and the son of the late 

James and Thelma Mussellwhite Blankenship. He was a U.S. Army veteran, at-
tended Mt. Arnon Baptist Church, and was the owner of Blankenship Electrical 
Company.

Eugene worked hard but his passion was fishing and hunting.
Graveside funeral services will be 11 a.m. Saturday, May 7, 2022, at Mt. Arnon 

Baptist Church Cemetery with the Reverend Timothy Gunnells officiating. The 
family will receive friends following the service in the church.

Family members include his wife, Mary Bennett Blankenship; two sons, Todd 
Blankenship (Cynthia) and Barry Blankenship (Brenda); grandchildren, Jason, 
Tiffany, Josh, Garon (Laura) and Evan Todd (Tori); great-grandchildren, Trin-
ity, Jenavieve, Tallen, Kaston, Alyssa, Kiana and Adelyn; brothers, James Allen 
Blankenship, William Blankenship (Reba) and Fred Blankenship (Marlene); one 
great-great grandchild on the way. 

He was predeceased by one brother, Charles Blankenship; two sisters, Joanne 
Riggen and Verlan Minchew.

Memorial contributions may be made to Mt. Arnon Baptist Church Cemetery 
Fund, 783 Parkwood Terrace, Allendale, S.C. 29810.

Keith Smith Funeral Service, 128 Water Street, Allendale, was in charge of ar-
rangements. Sign the online guestbook at www.keithsmithfuneralservice.com. 
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Orley Eugene Blankenship

New Menu! New Hours!

Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!Full Menu Served All Day!

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon., & Tues.
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Education

How many        ?

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that begin with the same

sound as the letter
G in guitar.

Point to the number
1 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Look through the
newspaper and cut out
three or more examples

of three or more letters of
the alphabet. Put all of the
letters into a soup bowl
and have your child sort
the letters in to piles: all
the As, Bs, Cs together

and so on.

Roll up one sheet of
newspaper really tight
and cover the roll with
masking tape to make a
drum stick. Repeat with

another sheet of
newspaper. Give your

child a pot, box or a chair
and let him/her drum

away!

Have your child sit in a
chair with his/her eyes
closed. With a page of
the newspaper in hand,
walk around your child
quietly. Stop and make

a sound with the
newspaper and see if

your child can point to
where you stopped.

Sound PlayMake DrumsticksAlphabet SoupMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

G is for Guitar

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter G. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many        ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

g is for guitar

Look through the
newspaper for things that

make sounds. Try to
imitate the sounds.
Ask your child with

which part of the
body you hear.

What can you
hear?

With your child, find and
circle an uppercase G.

Find and circle a
lowercase g. Connect
the two with a line.

Uppercase and
Lowercase

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start with
the sound the letter G makes in the
word guitar?

guitars

How many        ?
gloves

Dolores has her drum. Beatrice has her horn. But where is
Gilbert’s guitar? Help Gilbert find his way to his guitar.

geckos
This is Grandma’s guitar,
She plays before her nap.
This is the way she folds her hands,
And lays them in her lap.
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The S.C. Technology Stu-
dent Association State Con-
ference was held on March 
12 in Myrtle Beach at the 
Academy for the Arts, Sci-
ence, & Technology.  

Congratulations to all 
of the students that par-
ticipated at this confer-
ence. The winners are as 
follows:

Team Events:
● Children’s Stories 

- Amaika Adi, Tori John-
son, & Rudri Vyas, sec-
ond place.

● Engineering Design 
- Samuel Tadamatla, An-
twone Williams, Amo-
lik Sinha, & Hussain-
Godhrawala, first place.

● Debating Techno-
logical Issues - Amolik 
Sinha & Samuel Tadamat-
la, fourth place; Hussain 

Godhrawala & Sarah Mo-
dugu, third place.

● Forensic Science - 
Holly Thomas & Rudri 
Vyas, fifth place; Mac-
ey Kennedy & Dustin 
Jones, fourth place; Sar-
ah Modugu & Hussain 
Godhrawala, third place.

● Tech Bowl - Hussain 
Godhrawala, Sarah Mo-
dugu, & Amolik Sinha, 
third place.

● Technology Prob-
lem-Solving - Antwone 
Williams & Samuel Tad-
amatla, third place.

Individual Events:
● Extemporaneous 

Speech - Samuel Ta-
damatla, fifth place;                                            
Hussain Godhrawala, 
third place; Sarah Modu-
gu, first place.

● Future Technology/
Engineering Teacher - 
Antwone Williams, first 
place.

Mr. Andrews would 
like to thank Mr. Ali for 
assisting with this confer-

ence.  Once again, con-
gratulations to all of the 

Barnwell High School 
TSA members for all of 

your hard work this sea-
son.

BHS students place at TSA conference
Contributed 

Barnwell High School

BHS TSA members from left to right: (front row) Zehra Godhrawala, Rudri Vyas, Amaika Adi, & Antwone Williams 
(Barnwell Chapter TSA president); (second row) Hussain Godhrawala, Tori Johnson, Amolik Sinha (sergeant at arms), & 
Samuel Tadamatla; (back row) Dustin Jones, Macey Kennedy (treasurer), Kinsey Lewis, & Josiah Johnson. Not pictured: 
Sarah Modugu (vice president) & Holly Thomas (secretary).

In January, a new 
set of agriculture 

courses were added to 
the menu for students 
at the Barnwell County 
Career Center with the 
addition of instructor, 
Ms. Christle Tindall.  

Tindall grew up in 
Neeses and gradu-
ated from Edisto High 
School, where she first 
learned of agriculture 
courses and the FFA. 
While in college, she 
served as a S.C. FFA Of-
ficer and an officer of 
the Clemson Collegiate 

FFA Chapter. She is 
very active in S.C. Farm 
Bureau, most recently 
serving as an Agricul-
tural Ambassador. She 
attended Orangeburg-
Calhoun Technical Col-
lege for Agriculture 
Education before trans-
ferring to Clemson Uni-
versity.  Tindall gradu-
ated in December 2021 
from Clemson with her 
Bachelor's in Agricul-
tural Education and a 
minor in Horticulture.  
She spent three months 
completing her student 
teaching practicum last 
spring with long-time 
BCCC Agriculture In-
structor Mindy Sandi-

fer. 
“Ms. Tindall devel-

oped a great reputa-
tion with last year’s 
ag students who were 
excited to have her re-
turn this spring as a 
full-time instructor. 
She has brought many 
fresh ideas and needed 
additional ag classes to 
our program and I am 
excited to have her re-
turn,” said Mrs. Sandi-
fer, BCCC ag instructor.  

Tindall is teaching 
three courses this spring 
to over 30 students. For 
the 2022-2023 school 
year, her course offer-
ings will be Ag Mechan-
ics, Equipment Opera-

tion and Maintenance, 
Ag Power Mechanics, 
Ag Science, and Horti-
culture. 

For a full list and 
description of all ag-
riculture courses of-
fered at the Barnwell 
County Career Center 
please email msandi-
fer@bccc80.com or ctin-
dall@bccc80.com or call 
BCCC at (803)259-5512. 

Agriculture program expands at BCCC
Contributed 

BCCC

AT RIGHT: Christle Tindall 
was recently hired to expand 
the agriculture course 
offerings at the Barnwell 
County Career Center. 
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During the 1700s, playing music on glasses was a popular pastime. The glasses were 
partially filled with water and the person playing the glasses would slightly wet a 
finger and rub it around the top of the glass.

The more water you put in the glass, the deeper the note it will play.

Fill some glasses with different amounts of water, 
and see what kinds of sounds you can create.
Try tapping the rim of each glass with a pencil 
or spoon for another kind of sound.

Under each glass, circle the fraction that best describes how much of the glass is 
filled with water.

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Identify and use fractions.

1/2

1/4

1/8

1/3

3/4

1/2

3/4

1/2

2/3

1/8

File a notch on one 
end of your stick. 
The notch will 
help hold the stick 
in place on the rim 
of the can.

On the other end 
of the stick, have 
an adult drill a 
small hole. Feed 
the string through 
and tie to secure.

Turn the coffee can upside down. 
Have an adult punch a small hole in 
the bottom of the can. Feed the string 
through and tie a pencil or dowel on 
the end of it. Set the notch end of the 
stick on the rim of the can. Hold the 

gutbucket as shown here pulling the string taut. 
Then, start plucking!

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word SOUND in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

ANSWER: Trumpets.
         ritish __________ used the 
           song Yankee Doodle 
Dandy to make fun of the 
American colonists during the 
Revolutionary War. In response, 
the American _______________ 
adopted it as their ___________ 
song. When the war began, 
Americans were proud to be 
called Yankees, and Yankee 
Doodle became the colonists’ 
most stirring anthem of defiance 
and liberty.

You know the song. But do you 
understand its meaning? Fill in 

the missing words using the 
Word List to discover the origins 

of this classic American song.

               hen the song Yankee 
                 Doodle first became 
_________, the word macaroni 
in the line “stuck a feather in his 
cap and called it macaroni” 
didn’t refer to the __________. 
Instead, a macaroni was a 
traveled young man who liked 
overdressing in very _________ 
clothing. So by just sticking a 
_________ in his cap and calling 
himself a “macaroni,” Yankee 
Doodle was proudly claiming to 
be the country __________ (an 
awkward and unsophisticated 
person) that the English mocked.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Use context clues to determine the 
meaning of words.

But why 
macaroni?

             hat is an idiophone? Idio 
              means self and phone means 
sound. Idiophones are instruments of 
solid materials that vibrate when hit, 
shaken, plucked, scraped, rubbed, 
stamped or crashed together. But 
who’s to say what’s an instrument?

Stomping your foot on the floor turns 
the floor into an idiophone. Tapping a 
pencil on your desk uses the desk as 
an idiophone. Think of other things 
that could be idiophones.

Standards Link: Performing Arts/Music: Students 
perform a varied repertoire of music on instruments.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly.

      his book gives directions 
        for making and playing 
simple musical instruments. 
Readers will see that letting 
out their inner musician is 
fun and easy!

Fill in the missing vowels 
to reveal the title of this 
book. Then, check it out 
at your local library!
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This refers to a word that sounds just like 
what it means. For example, the word buzz 
sounds like the noise it describes. Look 
through the newspaper for five or more 
examples of onomatopoeia.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Identify and use onomatopoeia.

Onomatopoeia Ocean Sounds
Find five to ten words to 

describe the sounds of ocean 
waves. Write a paragraph 

describing the sounds using 
these adjectives.

The noun notch means an 
easily cut shape like a V in 

an edge of an object.

NOTCH

Try to use the word notch 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

A notch in a stick will 
hold the string in place.

This week’s word:

GUTBUCKET

SINGING

GLASSES

PASTIME

SOUND

IDIOPHONE

MARACAS

SOLID

VIBRATE

BUZZ

WIRE

BEANS

WET

RICE

RIM

E

N

O

H

P

O

I

D

I

K

R

B

U

Z

Z

S

I

S

C

N

I

A

N

E

E

L

N

U

T

O

C

S

D

R

O

A

B

E

M

S

E

P

I

S

E

T

W

A

T

O

O

W

E

B

U

L

E

M

I

T

S

A

P

G

N

I

G

N

I

S

I

A

O

R

M

A

R

A

C

A

S

T

S

E

T

A

R

B

I

V

by Christopher Payer

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

You are 
surrounded 

by idiophones! 
And anyone 

can play them!

Find the difference between 
the two pictures.

Partially fill empty 
plastic yogurt 
containers with 
different things: 
sand, seeds, 
marbles, uncooked 
beans, rice or pasta. 
Cap and shake. 
Notice the different 
sounds each makes.

Match the marbles.

Look through the newspaper for 
ten or more words that describe 
your country and how you feel 
about it. Put these words into 

alphabetical order.

Standards Link: Spelling: Arrange words in 
alphabetical order.

Your Country

A sound box (you 
can use an empty 
coffee can, bucket 
or cardboard box) A stick 

about twice 
the height of 
your sound box

Pencil or 
dowel

String or wire

Barnwell School District 45 thanks our 
families and community members for 

supporting our schools!

WARHORSE PRIDE
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Prom Prince & Princess: 

Markel Sanders and Avery KeeleProm Queen & King: 
Chaniya Draper and Kentrell Brown

Williston-Elko High School hosted its 

annual junior-senior prom on 
Saturday, April 30 on the 

football field. Students enjoyed 

dancing, food, and cornhole games. 

Photos By: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher
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BARNWELL HVAC SUPPLY & SERVICE 

A New Way of Business for Barnwell County and Surrounding Areas! 

 

"Our long-term goal is to have the  reputation of carrying every part available for heating and air  
material, from homeowners to contractors. We want to provide everything to everyone. We hope our 
service department sustains reliability and care to the public. Barnwell and the surrounding areas 
have so much need for on-the-road serving, and we are adding to your options to choose from,"     

said co-owner Cullen Bolen.  

SUPPLY:  

We offer heating and  
air contractors a place to  

purchase central heating and 
air parts locally.  

We are always growing  
our merchandise. 

SERVICE:  

While there are many  heating 
and cooling  contractors in the 
area, there is still a big need. 

That’s why our family decided to       
provide top servicing to your 

heating and air needs, including 
gas line installs to unit repairs 

and replacements. We have a top      
technician with more than        

30 years experience.  

We’d love to have your business and look forward to seeing you all around town. 

CALL US TODAY! 
1446 Jackson Street., Barnwell, SC ⬧ 803-571-8389 

Mon.—Fri. | 8 AM—5 PM 

Family Owned & Operated:  (L to R)  

Brian and Patti Funderburk Cook, Ryland 
Bolen; Kristen, Raylenn and Cullen Bolen. 

Easter fun hops through Hilda
The Town of Hilda held an Easter egg hunt on April 9. "Thank you to all who came, all who volunteered, 

and those who donated over 1,800 eggs!" according to a town Facebook post. Pictured clockwise from 

left: Kids enjoy a parachute activity; Mayor John Moody's wife Beverly with the Easter Bunny; Scarlett 
Ivy enjoys a hotdog; Kids enjoy hop-scotch; Payton Davis walks with the Easter Bunny.

Center.
“Because of its poten-

cy and low cost, drug 
dealers have been mix-
ing fentanyl with other 
drugs including heroin, 
methamphetamine, and 
cocaine, increasing the 
likelihood of a fatal in-
teraction,” according to 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA).

Two milligrams of fen-
tanyl can be lethal de-
pending on a person’s 
body size, tolerance, and 
past usage. DEA analysis 
has found counterfeit 
pills ranging from .02 
to 5.1 milligrams (more 
than twice the lethal 
dose) of fentanyl per 
tablet.

• 42% of pills test-
ed for fentanyl contained 
at least 2 mg of fentanyl, 
considered a potentially 
lethal dose.

Bust: 3 arrested; drugs, weapons and cash 

confiscated after search of home FROM PAGE 1A

•	 Drug	 trafficking	
organizations typically 
distribute fentanyl by the 
kilogram. One kilogram 
of fentanyl has the poten-
tial to kill 500,000 people.

“ I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r 
someone to take a pill 
without knowing it con-
tains fentanyl. It is also 
possible to take a pill 
knowing it contains fen-
tanyl, but with no way 
of knowing if it contains 
a lethal dose,” states the 
DEA.

Nasal NARCAN can 
reverse the effects of 
the powerful opioid and 
save a life. It’s available 
locally for free through 
the Axis I Center of Barn-
well. 

For more information 
on NARCAN or any of 
the drug prevention and 
treatment services they 
offer, contact the Axis 
I Center of Barnwell at 
(803) 541-1245 or come 
by 179 Fuldner Rd., Barn-
well.

Wiggins Nix Grayson

Meals served to tornado victims
Neighbors 

gathered at 

Emma's House 
in Allendale 

on April 20 

to distribute 

over 150 hot 

meals to those 

impacted by the 

recent tornado 

as well as 

those in need. 

Lottie Lewis 
(top photo) of 

Emma's House 
coordinated the 

distribution. 
Neil and 

Paula Thomas 

(bottom photo) 
of Ehrhardt 

donated and 

cooked the 

food. Allendale 

neighbors 

pitched in to 

serve the meals 

and bottles of 
water. 

Photos Contributed

Photos Contributed
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W-E Blue Devils end season 
in playoffs with 14-7 record

T
he Williston-Elko High 
School varsity baseball 
team swung its way to 

success this year.
The team ended its playoff 

run over the weekend follow-
ing an 8-0 loss to McBee on 
Thursday, May 5 and a 6-5 
loss to High Point Academy 
on Saturday, May 7. The losses 
followed a win in their first 
round of the playoffs against 
High Point Academy on May 
3 where they won 6-5.

“I’m very proud of the guys. 
It was a great season. It didn’t 
end how we wanted, but we 
have to look at all the positives. 
We can’t hang our heads on a 
14-7 season,” said Coach Alan 
LeRoy. 

The wrapped up the regular 
season with a 13-5 record and 
ended up being the number 
one seed in the region after 
an 11-1 win over Ridge Spring-
Monetta High on April 28.

Some key players from the 
region title game were Jarrett 
Wootten who helped take the 
win and Morgan Givens who 
threw two-thirds of an inning 
to finish out the game. Payton 
Rimes, Brice Washington, Ben 
Jenkins, and Omarion Wil-
liams all had hits. 

“I’m very proud of them that 
night because winning region 
is a big deal,” said LeRoy.

Looking at the season as a 
whole, Wootten and Givens 
led the majority of pitching 
for the Blue Devils by winning 
five games. Wootten had two 
saves while Morgan had one. 
Wootten’s earned run average 
was 3.44 while Morgan’s was 
3.7. Coach LeRoy also said 
JR Maximiek “did a good job 
pitching and giving big in-
nings when needed” which 
led to two regular season wins. 
Maximiek had an earned run 
average of 2.5. 

On the bat t ing side, the 

A Williston-Elko High baseball player goes to bat in a recent game. Photos By: Williston-Elko High School

Blackville-Hilda head coach takes 
with Canadian Football League

A Blackville-Hilda Hawk is 
now an Edmonton Elk. 

Brandon Isaac, who served 
as Blackville-Hilda High’s 
head footba l l  coach f rom 
2019 to 2021, resigned earlier 
this year to take a defensive 
backs coaching position with 
the Edmonton Elks, which is 
part of the Canadian Football 
League. 

“This is a big opportunity to 
continue to grow and develop 
as a coach. It ’s a chance to 
coach some really phenom-
enal football talent and really 
provide for my family,” said 
Isaac of his new job. 

However, he said leaving 
Blackville-Hilda, which is his 
alma mater, was bittersweet 
because his three years there 
gave him an opportunity to 
invest in his hometown. 

“I loved going back home 
and being able to work with 
the community and support-
ing the kids academically and 
athletically,” he said. 

The student-athletes re-
sponded well to Isaac’s coach-

team’s top hitters were Givens 
(24 hits), Wootten (21 hits), 
Washington (17 hits), Rimes 
(22 hits), and Cole Kennedy 
(20 hits).

“All of them have done re-
ally well this season,” said 
LeRoy. “We’ve got a bunch of 
kids who’ve hit it somewhat 
consistently.”

On April 29, the Blue Devils 
beat the Jefferson Davis Acad-
emy Raiders 8-4. Givens got 
win and Maximiek came out 
the bullpen in relief and threw 
the last inning. Givens had two 
hits and Kennedy had three.

The May 3 playoff game 
against High Point was the 
team’s f irst playoff win in 
about 12 years, said LeRoy. 
Wootten pitched excellent for 
most of the game before Max-

imiek got the last out. 
“We battled all night long, 

always within striking dis-
tance, but we pulled out a win. 

It was a very fun ballgame,” 
said LeRoy. 

Coach LeRoy sa id sol id 
pitching, good defense, and 
ut i l izing the team’s speed 
aided their season.

I’m very proud of the whole 
team and the energy and en-
thusiasm that they play with. 
We’ve got some experience 
but also have some youth. The 
young guys really stepped up 
and played a vital role,” said 
LeRoy. 

Shortstop Ben Jenkins is one 
of those young players who 
has stepped up. “He doesn’t 
play like an eighth grader,” 
LeRoy said. 

The coach also thanked as-
sistant coaches Dalton Mundy 
and Tres Rimes for their excel-
lent work this season. 

ing,  which led to ath let ic 
success, he said. This includ-
ed winning the region title 
multiple years and beating 
in-county rival, the Barnwell 
High Warhorses. The Hawks 
had a 20-10 record during 
Isaac’s tenure. 

“I’m thankful for the op-
portunity the district gave 
me to be part of their lives,” 
said Isaac of the students. “I 

thank the community, district, 
town, fans and everyone who 
supported me.”

The success on the f ield 
helped the Hawk pride soar. 

“Hawk pride is so big in 
Blackville and being able to 
establish that again was very 
important,” said Isaac. 

He knows the Hawks will 
cont i nue to be successf ul 
under new head coach Kevin 
Jones, who was an assistant on 
Isaac’s team. 

“I know they want to be-
come the best and I hope they 
have a tremendous season. It 
should be a bright future for 
them,” Isaac said. 

Isaac and his family have 
moved to Canada where he is 
getting ready for rookie camp 
after the league held the draft 
last week. This isn’t his first 
time with the Canadian Foot-
ball League. He was a player 
with various teams from 2010 
to 2016 and later was a quality 
control coach for the Saskatch-
ewan Roughriders from 2017 
to 2018.

Though he’s no longer the 
head coach for the Hawks, 
Isaac remains a big advocate 
for his hometown and alma 
mater.Brandon Isaac with his wife and daughters at his going away celebration.

Morgan Givens pitches for the Blue Devils in a recent game.
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Brandon Isaac with his 

grandmother, Nerline Isaac. 

Photos Contributed
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The Barnwell boys 
soccer team was 

e l i m i n ated  f rom t he 
playoffs by Greenville 
Te c h  C h a r t e r  H i g h 
School, losing 3-0. 

The first half of the 
contest was a tough, well 
played game for both 
sides. Both teams held 
the other scoreless for 
over 30 minutes, until 
GTCHS got on the board, 
scor i ng wit h about 8 
minutes left in the half. 
The score favored the 
home GTCHS 1-0.

The second half was 
also very tightly contest-
ed for about 20 minutes. 
Then, unfortunately, in-
juries started happen-
ing to the Warhorses. 
Rashaun Buckmon had 
to leave the game. Goal 
keeper R.J. Frickling had 
to come out for a while, 
but was able to return lat-
er. Coach William Barnes 
put Frickling back in the 
game, but said he just 
wasn’t the same, despite 

his effort to finish. Daven 
Hayward also had to be 
taken from competition 
due to injury. This was 
just too much for the 
Warhorses to overcome 
and they eventually lost 
3-0.

“We put a lot on our 
defense’s shoulders to-
night. They really did 
hold their own for as 
long as they could. Josh 
Caril lo, Charlie Zorn, 
Collin Ferguson, Daven 
Hayward and Goalie RJ 
Frickling were basically 
playing on their heels for 
a majority of the game,” 
said Coach Barnes. 

Coach Barnes said the 
team was doing a “solid 
job of  stoppi ng t heir 
shots” before some of the 
guys started going down 
with injuries, which he 
said is part of the game. 

“Offensively, we were 
struggling to win the 
ball, make clear passes 
and get the ball in GTC’s 
box. We started to make 
some progress in the sec-
ond half and had some 
corner kicks of our own, 
but were unsuccessful,” 

Warhorse boys soccer eliminated from playoffs

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Collin Ferguson with the header for the Warhorses.

Photos By: Tabitha Zorn

ter of the late Roseatt Williams and Spencer 

she enjoyed attending church, and maintained a personal 

sons – Timothy Williams Sr. of Blackville, S.C., Richard 
Williams of Williston, S.C., Elliott Williams of Blackville, 

ters – Beatrice Williams of Blythewood, S.C., Aundrea 
Wallace of Orlando, Fla. and Mary James of Williston, 

brothers – James Williams (Edna) of Jacksonville, Fla. 
and Spencer Braxton Jr. (Eartha) of Blackville, S.C.; two sisters – 
Addie Felder of Williston, S.C. and Onnie Braxton of Blackville, 
S.C.; goddaughter – Carolyn Ferguson of Williston, S.C.; and a 

bituaries

Will Browning, the re

boro, Ga., to attend Geor

October 1999 and began 

influential cities.”

in Ladson (Charleston 
area), he saw the church 

with a weekly attendance 

W h i l e  a t t e n d i n g 

ship Me.”

One of his guiding 

unless God is in it!”

go, we go. As Will goes, 

complish them,” Ezell 
added. “Will, you must 

and completely flexible 

finish.”

zation on the planet!”

specialist Peter Wagner 

planting.”

means “City of Angels,” 
auditorium, “What we 

portrait of partnership.”

planting efforts in Boston 

church planters. “We 

Our church planters are 
missionaries,” he said.

The Barnwell defense played tough throughout the game, but fell short 3-0 to GTCHS.

said Barnes. 
After the game, he told 

the team that they were 
still proud of them and 
what they accomplished 
this year. This included 
meeting two of the three 

goals this year. 
“We thank the seniors 

for being great role mod-
els for the younger guys. 
I told Charlie Zorn that 
he did a great job lead-
ing the team this year. 

We thanked Collin and 
Marshall (Warren), as 
well as others, for trying 
a new sport and really 
giving it their al l out 
here to get better in just 
the couple of months 

they had. I can’t wait 
to see what our three 
seniors go on to do after 
graduat ion a nd what 
our returning players 
will bring to the team 
next year,” said Barnes.

Jaidyn Devore pitched another great game for the Warhorses. Barnwell advances 

to the District Championship game on Wednesday, May 11th at Timberland after 

the 19-1 win vs. Kingstree on Monday, May 9th.

Photo By: Donna Miley

BHS softball 
advances to 

district 
championship










